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HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 

Mmday^  April  IS,  1818. 

A  HE  Prince  Regent's  Message  res* 

PECTINO  THE  MARRIAGES  OF  THE  RoYAL 

DuKES.3  Lord  Costlereagh  presented 
the  following  Message  from  the  Prince 
Regent : 

«<  George,  P.  R. 

<<  The  Prince  Regent,  actinff  in  the 
name  and  on  the  bdalf  of  his  jVfajesty, 
thinks  it  right  to  inform  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  Treaties  of  Marriaee  are 
in  negotiation  between  his  royal  higlmess 
the  duke  of  Clarence  and  the  princess  of 
Saxe  Meiningen,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  reigning  duke  of  Saxe  Aleiningen ; 
and  also  between  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  and  the  princess  of 
Hesse,  youngest  daughter  of  the  land- 

frave  Frederick,  and  niece  of  the  elector  of 
lesse. 

**  After  the  afflicting  calamity  which 
the  Prince  Regent  and  the  nation  have 
sustained  in  the  n>ss  of  his  Royal  Highness's 
beloved  and  only  child,  the  princess  Char- 
lotte, his  Royal  Highness  is  fully  per* 
auaded  that  the  House  of  Commons  will 
feel  how  essential  it  is  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  that  his  Royal  Highness 
should  be  enabled  to  make  a  suitable  pro* 
vision  for  such  of  his  royal  brothers  as 
shall  have  contracted  marriage  with  the 
consent  of  the  Crown;  and  his  Royal 
Highness  has  received  so  many  proofs  of 
the  affectionate  attachment  of  this  House 
to  his  majesty's  person  and  family,  as 
leave  him  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  con- 
currence and  assistance  of  this  House  in 
(VOL.  XXXVUI.) 


enabling  him  to  make  the  necessary  ar« 
rangements  for  this  important  purpose.|^ 

Gr.  P.  R* 

The  Message  having  been  brought  up 
and  read  from  the  Chair, 

Lord  Ou//0r«af  A  said,  that  conformably 
to  precedent  in  tormer  cases,  he  should 
move  that  the  Message  be  referred  for 
consideration  to  a  committee  of  the  House 
to-morrow.  He  should  refrain  this  even- 
ing from  entering  into  any  explanation  of 
the  message,  which,  as  matters  now  stood, 
it  would  1m  not  only  advisable,  but  more 
consonant  with  the  practice  of  the  House 
to  enter  upon  to-morrow.  For  the  pre- 
sent, he  should  abstain  irom  taking  anr 
proceeding  upon  the  messi^e,  which 
might  have  the  appearance  of  pledging  the 
House  to  an  express  line  of  conduct  ulti- 
mately, and  would  merely  move,  <*  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to 
return  his  Royal  Highness  the  thanks  of 
this  House,  for  his  most  gracious  commu- 
nication of  the  intended  marriages  between 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Clarence 
and  the  princess  of  Saxe  Meimngen, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  reigning  duke 
of  Saxe  Meiningen,  and  also  between  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cambridge  and 
the  princess  of  Hesse,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  landgrave  Frederick,  and  niece  of 
the  elector  of  Hesse:  to  express  our 
entire  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  these 
alliances  with  protestant  princesses  of 
illustrious  families;  and  to  assure  bis 
Royal  Highness,  that  this  House  will  im- 
meoiately  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
his  Roval  Highness's  grat lous  message,  in 
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luch  a  manner  as  shall  demonstrate  ibe 
seal,  dutj,  and  affectionate  attachment  of 
this  House  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
family,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  importance 
cf  any  measure  which  may  tend  to  secure 
the  succession  of  the  Crown  in  his  ma- 
jesty's illustrious  house*'* 

Mr.  Tiemei/  said,  he  could  have  no  ob- 
jection to  agree  to  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  lord.  Not  having  been  one  of  those 
favoured  members,  who  had  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  the  noble  lord's  views 
with  respect  to  the  sums  which  ought  to 
be  asked  from  the  House,  of  course  he 
could  at  present  form  no  opinion  on  the 
liubject.  lie  could  not  help  thinking  it 
was  not  very  respectful  to  the  House  to 
summon  certain  members  out  of  the  mi- 
nisterial side  of  the  Houscj  who  had  in 
confidence  communicated  to  them  what  it 
was  not  fitting  should  be  made  known  to 
the  House  till  to-morrow  [Hear,  hearil. 
These  meetings,  it  would  seem,  were  al- 
ways called  when  any  new  measure  was 
tobe  submitted  to  the  House;  for  ministers 
were  convinced,  that  unless  their  measures 
had  such  a  previous  rehearsal,  they  could 
not  carry  them.  Nothing  could  be  done 
without  a  previous  discussion  in  a-meeting 
of  fifty  or  sixty  ministerial  gentlemen. 
Such  had  been  the  nature  of  the  meeting 
at  lord  Liverpool's  that  morning. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  thing  unconstitutional  or  unusual 
in  occasional  meetings  of  this  nature,  nor 
Could  he  see  any  parliamentary  usage  to 
preclude  them. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  said,  if  the  reports  which 
were  in  circulation  were  true,  he  thought 
an  opportunity  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
people  of  England  to  see  how  every  indi- 
▼iduiil  representative  acted  on  such  an 
occasion  as  the  present;  and  he  should 
therefore  probably  feel  it  his  duty  to  move 
a  call  of  the  House.  If  sufficient  time 
was  afforded  before  the  discussion  came 
on,  he  should  have  no  such  duty  to  per- 
form ;  but  if  it  was  not  afforded,  he  should 
move  the  postponement  of  the  discussion. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  in  the  course 
he  proposed  to  aaopt,  he  was  only  follow- 
ing the  invariable  practice  of  parliament, 
trhich  was  to  name  a  day  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  royal  message.  If  a 
call  of  the  House  should  be  mored  for, 
he  should  not  give  it  any  opposition. 

Mr.  Brougham  contendea,  that  under 
the' present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
it  was  necessary  for  the  House,  if  it  valued 
its  own  charactofi  the  peace  of  the  nation, 


and  the  security  of  the  throne,  to  take 
every  step  in  all  it  did,  to  carry  the 
voice  of  the  country  along  with  them*  He 
ahould  be  disposed  to  support  the  motion 
of  any  honourable  member  who  should 
propose  that  before  proceeding  any  further 
on  the  subject,  the  usual  caution  should 
be  taken  to  secure  a  full  attendance,  and 
that  thi^re  be  laid  before  the  House  a  cor- 
rect statement  of  facts,  containing  the 
sums  already  granted  to,  and  annually  in 
possession  of,  some  of  the  members  of  thf» 
royal  family. 

Mr.  Methuen  had  been  anticipated  in 
what  he  meant  to  say  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend.  He  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  an  account  should  be  laid  before 
the  House  of  the  incomeoftheroyal  dukes, 
from  naval  and  military  appointments, 
from  the  civil  list,  and  from  the  droits  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  should  make  a  motion 
to  that  effect. 

Lord  Castlereagk  did  not  intend  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  but  it  must  be  postponed 
till  the  present  question  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tatflormdy  he  was  surprised, 
after  all  they  had  heard  and  seen  of  the 
distresses  of  the  country,  that  any  message 
should  be  brought  down  to  the'  House, 
sanctioned  by  the  confidential  servants  of 
the  Crown,  calling  on  parliament  to  give 
away  large  sums,  without  laying  before 
them  information  to  show  the  necessity  of 
the  measure.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
were  desirous  that  the  House  should  with- 
hold  every  allowance  till  the  necessity  of 
it  was  clearly  proved.  He  considered 
the  practice  of  calling  together  a  certain 
number  of  members,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  their  opinion  whether  such  an  ap- 
plication ought  to  be  made,  a  practice 
highly  objectionable.  No  man  was  more 
attached  than  himself  to  the  house  of 
Brunswick.  He  believed  the  support  of 
the  throne  to  be  essential  to  the  happiness 
and  security  of  the  people  at  large.  But, 
in  giving  the  royal  family  every  proper 
support,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  look 
also  at  the  lioterests  and  feelingi  of  the 
people,  and  to  examine  what  the  finances 
of  the  country  enabled  it  to  pay.  Now, 
he  would  appeal  to  any  gentleman  who 
had  heard  the  discussions  on  the  leather 
tax,  whether  this  was  a  time  to  make  any 
srant  of  the  public  money  that  was  not 
justly  called  rbr.  They  ought  to  see 
what  burthens  the  people  could  bear, 
before  they  yoted  a  single  shilling  for 
such  a  purpose  as  the  present- 
Mr.  Curwen  trusted  that  the.  House 
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would  not  be  called  upon  to  |vote  one 
single  diiUingy  till  afler  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  laid  before  it  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  Buppliei»  and  vrajs  and 
meana  of  the  year. 

Mr*  firand  could  not  tee  any  fair  reason 
why  the  noble  lord  should  revise  to  men- 
tion the  amount  of  the  grants  he  intended 
to  propose.  Inibrmation  was  due  to  the 
pubh'Cy  when  a  ffrant,  reported  to  be  so 
wtfgdf  was  intended,  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country. 

Lord  Casdereagh  thought  it  would  be 
unfair,  as  well  as  unsatisfactory  to  the 
House,  to  state  the  sums  proposed,  with- 
out being  able  to  enter  into  all  the  requisite 
details  and  explanations. 

Lord  Lascales  said,  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  attended  the  meeting 
alluded  to  during  the  early  part  of  the 
discussion.  He  thought  he  should  not 
Cake  too  much  upon  himself  if  he  stated 
that  what  had  transpk-ed  there  had  not 
met  with  the  satisfaction  of  several  others 
besides  himself.  He  would  not  say  more 
at  present,  but  he  would  repeat,  that  in 
what  he  had  mentioned,  he  had  not  stated 
his  own  feelings  alone. 

Mr.  LytteUon  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  proposition  to  be  submitted  to*morrow 
would  wdude  any  other  individuals  than 
the  illustrious  persons  mentioned  in  the 
message? 

Lord  Casilereagh  declined  giving  any 
answer. 

Mr.  Bennei  asked,  whether  ministers 
bad  not  communicated  to  their  select 
committee,  that  they  intended  to  propose 
19,000/.  in  addition  a  year  to  one  of  the 
royal  dukes,  besides  19,000^.  outfit,  and 
12,000iL  a  year  to  each  of  the  others  ? 

Sir  Charles  M<mck  said,  it  was  a  very 
aingular  proceeding  for  his  majesty's 
ministers  to  declare  to  a  private  meetmg 
of  their  own  friends,  what  they  refused  to 
communicate  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  said,  he  should  be  glad  if 
any  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  present 
at  the  meeting  alluded  to,  if  they  were  not 
bound  to  keep  silence  on  the  subject, 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  state,  for  the  infor- 
utation  of  the  House,  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  sums  proposed  to  the  royal  persons 
to  whom  they  were  to  be  granted.  If 
any  gentleman  would  have  the  kindness 
to  furnish  that  information,  the  House 
would  be  much  better  prepared  for  the 
discussion  to-morrow. 
.  Lord  Stanlew  said,  he  wished  to  be  in- 
formed either  by  the  noble  lord  or  by  the 


Speaker,  whether  it  was  consistent  with 
the  usages  of  the  House,  or  whether,  in 
fact,  there  was  any  precedent  in  which 
the  House,  in  their  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
throne  for  such  a  communication,  went 
further  than  the  message  itself? 

Lord  Casilereagh  said,  it  was  not  meant 
by  the  proposed  Address  to  commit  the 
House  upon  any  of  the  points  mentioned 
in  the  communication  from  the  throne* 
It  gave  no  countenance  to  any  particular 
amount  of  grant,  or  in  fact  to  any  grant 
at  all.  The  Address  lefb  the  House  per- 
fectly open.  It  did  not  pledge  the  House 
to  any  thing ;  it  contained  a  mere  expres- 
sion of  thanks,  as  usual,  for  the  commu- 
nication, and  a  promise  to  take  it  into 
consideration. 

Mr,  Brougham  said,  he  had  not  less  re- 
gard to  the  security  of  the  succession  to 
the  Crown,  than  the  noble  lord,  but  be 
thought  that  some  regard  should  be  paid 
to  the  interests  of  the  people,  which  were 
not  at  variance  with  the  interest  of  the 
Crown,  but  closely  connected  with  it. 
There  was  an  omission  in  the  Address, 
which,  if  it  was  not  supplied,  would  pre- 
vent him  from  concurring  in  it.  The 
House  pledged  itself  to  tiike  such  mea- 
sures as  a  regard  to  the  succession  to  the 
throne  required.  To  this  he  had  not  the 
least  objection ;  but  he  thought  it  fit  the 
House  should  declare  its  regard  also  to 
the  state  of  the  people,  and  its  sense  of 
the  burthens  under  which  they  labour, 
and  the  privations  they  undergo.  He 
should,  therefore,  move  to  add  after  the 
word  **  House,''  these  words,  "  and  to 
the  burthened  state  of  the  people  of  this 
country/' 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  the  amendment 
appeared  to  him  quite  unnecessary,  and 
would  seem  to  imply,  before  any  specific 
grant  was  proposed,  that  there  was,  in 
some  quarter,  not  a  due  regard  to  the 
burthens  of  the  people.  There  was  no« 
thing  in  the  Address  which  called  in  que^ 
tion  the  principle,  that  the  interests  of 
the  people  should  be  attended  to.  Such 
amendments  were  not,  he  believed,  upon 
such  occasions,  recognized  by  the  usage 
of  parliament.  For  these  reasons,  he 
should  oppose  the  one  now  proposed. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcoie  thought  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  moderate  than  the 
amendment  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 
When  the  House  was  called  upon  to  make 
large  provisions,  there  was  nothing  more 
natural  than  to  take  into  consideration 
the  situation  of  the  country.    He  did  not 
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feel  all  that  joy  that  the  noble  lord  per- 
haps might  leA  on  occasion  of  these  mar- 
riages. They  were  unlike  marriages  in 
private  life.  No  one  of  them  ever  oc- 
curred without  the  country  being  bur- 
thened.  They  were  always  accompanied 
with  a  considerable  addition  to  the  reve- 
nue of  the  personages  who  were  the  par- 
ties. At  present  a  man  had  only  to  walk 
about  with  his  eyes  opeo^  to  see  that  the 
country  was  in  a  most  distressed  condi* 
tion.  They  ought  to  consider  before 
they  added  even  a  single  sixpence  to  the 
public  burthens. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  the  proposed 
amendment  did  not  pledge  the  House  to 
any  particular  line  of  conduct,  any  more 
than  the  other  parts  of  the  Address.  The 
amendment  was  particularly  necessary  at 
present,  because  they  were  going  to  do 
more  than  they  had  ever  been  called  upon 
to  do  in  one  day  before.  They  knew  that 
a  meeting  had  been  held,  at  which  the 
subject  was  discussed.  They  were  not 
put  in  possession  of  what  had  transpired 
there,  but  they  were  informed,  though 
not  from  the  highest  authority,  at  least 
from  one  of  the  most  respectable  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  that  what  was  pro- 
posed was  such  as  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained. They  should  take  care  then,  not 
to  commit  themselves.  They  were  ready 
to  discharge  their  duty  to  the  Crown ;  but 
when  called  upon  to  do  it  under  such 
suspicious  circumstances,  was  it  too  much 
to  pledge  themselves  in  the  Address,  that 
in  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  Crown, 
they  would  not  disregard  those  of  the 
people  i 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion, and  strangers  remained  excluded  for 
nearly  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  during 
which  time  an  interesting  discussion  took 
place,  of  which  the  following  is  the  sub- 
stance : 

Mr.  Somers  Cocks  expressed  his  anxiety 
to  explain  the  reason  why  he  could  not  vote 
for  the  amendment.  Viewing  it  as  pledging 
the  House  to  the  principle  of  economy,  he 
did  not  object  to  it  on  that  ground.  On 
the  contrary,  when  the  proposed  allow- 
ance came  to  be  discussed,  he  should  show 
.  by  his  vote  that  he  was  as  warm  a  friend 
to  the  principle  as  any  man ;  but  he  was 
averse  to  departing  from  the  usual  mode 
of  proceeding  in  such  addresses,  which 
tnisnt  be  liable  to  misconstruction. 

[r.  Brougham  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
removing  the  false  impression  under  which 
Che  hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  labour. 


when  he  thouglit  that  it  signified  nothing 
to  the  successful  opposition  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  whether  the  vote  was 
given  in  this  or  in  a  future  stage.  He 
pressed  his  amendment  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  deterring  ministers,  in  the  earliest 
possible  stage,  £om  going  on  with  such  a 
measure ;  and  he  was  confident  that  the 
amendment,  if  carried,  would  have  the 
,  most  salutary  consequences,  as  well  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  as  to  the  stability 
of  the  government,  by  putting  an  end  at 
once  to  a  proposition  fraught  with  the 
very  worst  consequences  to  both. 

Mr.  Lee  Keck  could  not  avoid  declaring 
the  course  which  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
adopt.  Disappro?ing  highly  of  the  pro- 
position made  at  the  meeting  at  lord 
Liverpoors,  he  should  decidecDy  oppose 
it ;  and,  though  he  wished  the  amenoment 
had  not  been  moved,  still  he  felt  he  had 
no  choice,  but  must  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  Plunkett  wished  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  would  consent  to  withdraw 
the  amendment.  He  entirely  concurred 
in  opinion  with  him,  and  when  the  ques- 
tion was  brought  forward,  he  should 
strenuously  support  him  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power.  But  he  was  apprehensive  that 
it  might  wear  an  appearance  very  foreign 
to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  intentions,  if 
the  House  departed  from  the  precedents  of 
former  addresses,  by  referring  to  the  topic 
of  economy,  not  to  be  found  in  the  mes- 
sage, and  thereby  seeming  to  insinuate 
that  the  Crown  had  improperly  omitted 
that  important  consideration.  On  the 
merits  of  the  question  he  heartily  agreed 
with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend. 

Sir  J.  Nevoport  expressed  his  regret  at 
being  obliged  to  difier  so  widely  from  his 
right  hon.  friend  in  his  view  of  the  amend- 
ment, which  he  regarded  as  absolutely 
necessary,  afler  what  had  passed  on  both 
sides,  it  was  a  great  mistake  in  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  suppose  that  the  amend- 
ment could  refer  to  any  thing  but  the 
conduct  of  ministers.  The  message  was 
their  act,  and  if  the  omission  was  cen- 
sured by  the  amendment,  the  censure  fell 
upon  rae  constitutional  advisers  of  the 
Crown  alone. 

Lord  LatcMes  said,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  at 
lord  Liverpool's,  and  he  there  felt  that  be 
could  not  agree  to  the  proposition  of  mi- 
nisters. He  was  prepared  to  oppose  it  by 
his  vote  when  it  should  come  forward ; 
but  he  declined  supporting  the  amend* 
menty  or  voting  in  the  present  stage. 
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'  Sir  C*  MoDck  strongly  supDorted  the 
ameodmenti  as  did  Mr.  Calcratt  and  Mr. 
Tiemej,  upon  the  ground  of  lord  Castie- 
reagh's  refusal  to  inform  the  House  what 
Was  intended,  and  the  fact  which  had 
come  out  of  so  many  members  that  morn- 
ing havinff  learnt  what  the  measure  was, 
end  immediately  declared  that  they  could 
not  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  E.  Littleton  said,  he  should  not 
easily  be  suspected  of  opposing  govern* 
raent,  with  whom  he  so  generally  acted. 
But  he  had  been  one  of  the  mee;ting  at 
lord  Liverpool's,  and  had  found  a  great 
many  others,  like  himself,  friends  to  the 
measures  of  administration,  but  who  could 
not  agree  to  the  proposition  made  by  lord 
Liverpool.  However,  he  should  reserve 
himself  for  the  after  stage  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Ahercromby  considered  that  those 
who  opposed  the  amendment  quite  mis- 
took the  question.  The  duty  of  the 
House  was  to  act  as  an  interme^ate  body 
between  the  people  and  the  Crown,  at- 
tending to  the  interests  of  both.  His 
fight  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Plunkett)  could 
not  surely  so  far  forget  its  functions,  and 
indeed  its  whole  forms  of  proceeding,  as 
to  regard  any  thine  which  it  did  relative 
to  a  message  or  address,  as  applicable  to 
the  executive  branch  of  the  government, 
or  to  any  persons  other  than  the  ministers 
<of  the  Crown.  After  the  avowals  of  opi- 
nion on  all  sides  respecting  the  expected 
proposition,  it  woula  be  a  deception  not 
to  add  the  declaration  contained  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wyrm  wished  the  amendment  to 
be  withdrawn,  for  fear  of  impeding  the 
future  opposition  to  the  proposed  vote,  in 
which  opposition  he  should  certainly  con- 
cur ;  but  the  amendment  he  thought  con- 
trary to  the  usual  forms  of  their  proceed- 
sncs. 

Air.  Courtenmy  deemed  it  necessary  to 
declare  at  once,  in  the  earliest  stage,  his 
opposition  to  the  measure.  He  approved 
or  the  amendment,  because  it  went  to  de- 
clare the  opinion  of  the  House,  and  to 
f  revent  the  measure,  deprecated  on  almost 
ell  hands,  from  being  proposed.  It  had 
his  unoualified  assent. 

Sir  T,  Adand  was  against  the  amend- 
ment, though  he  strongly  supported  the 
principle  of  it,  and  should  show  this  by 
nis  vote  when  the  measure  was  proposed. 

Mr.  Gooch  said,  he  had  been  at  the 
meeting  at  lord  LiverpooFSi  and  dbap- 
proved  of  the  proposition. 
'    Mr.   MHhuen  warmly  supported  the 
amendment* 


General  Wdpole  asked,  whether  if 
such  an  expression  of  regard  to  the  bur- 
thens of  the  country  had  been  in  the  ori« 
ginal  address,  gentlemen  would  have 
voted  for  leaving  them  out  ? 

Sir  W*  Curtis  said,  he  had  not  been  at 
lord  Liverpool's,  though  he  had  on  former 
occasions  of  a  similar  kind,  and  had  ex- 
pressed his  mind  freely.  If  he  had  been 
there,  he  should  to-day  have  opposed  the 
proposition  decidedly,  and  %o  he  should 
when  it  came  on ;  but  he  would  not  vote 
now  for  the  amendment. 

Sir  <S.  RomiUy  begged  the  House,  be- 
fore it  came  to  a  vote,  to  recollect  that 
the  whole  of  the  members  to  whom  the 
private  and  unconstitutional  disclosiire  had 
been  made  in  the  morning,  and  who  alone 
knew  its  nature,  had,  from  all  that  now 
appeared,  disapproved  of  itj  and  had,  one 
after  another,  mformed  the  House  of  its 
being  of  a  kind  impossible  to  be  supported 
by  those  who  usually  voted  with  mmisteis. 
Was  it  too  much  in  these  circumstance* 
to  record  the  warning  of  the  House  to 
ministers  in  the  address,  and  to  let  it  be 
known  that  there  existed  such  an  opinion  ? 
The  origins^  address  would  only  tend  to 
mislead  any  one  who  read  it  as  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  House,  and  the  reception 
which  the  proposition  was  likely  to  meet 
with. 

The  question  being  put.  That  the 
words  '*  and  to  the  present  burthened 
state  of  the  people  of  this  country,''  be 
added,  the  House  diiaded:  Ayes,  9S; 
Noes,  144.  The  Address  was  then  agreed 
to  in  its  original  shape. 

tiit  tfike  Minmhf* 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Aubrey,  sir  John 
Archdale,  general 
Broderick,  non.  W. 
Bentinck,  lord  W. 
Baker,  John 
Barclay,  Charles 
Babington,  Thomas 
Butterworth,  Joseph 
BailJie,  J.  £. 
Baring,  sir  Thomas 
Bamett,  James 
Barnard,  vise. 
Bennet,  hon.  U.  6. 
Birch,  Jos. 
Brand,  hon.  Thos. 
Brougham,  Henry 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Barrel],  Walter 
Courtenay,  W. 
Carhamptoui  earl  of 
Calverty  N« 


Calvert.  Charles 
Calcraft,  John 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Carter,  John 
Caulfield,  hon*  H. 
Cochrane,  lord 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Dickinson,  W. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  8. 
Fane,  John 
Felk)we8,  W.  H. 
Fasakerly,  N. 
Fersosson,  sir  R.  C. 
FolEestone,  viae- 
Grenfell,  Pascoe^ 
Gaskell,  Benjamm 
Gumey,  Hudson 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Hamilton,  Hans 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 


Hill,  loi^  Arthur 
Heatbcote,8irG. 
Howard,  lord  H.  M. 
Howard^  bon.  W. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Kecky  G.  A.  L. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
LemoQi  sir  Wm. 
lioyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttelton,  hon.  W.  H. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Mackintosby  sir  J. 
Markham,  admiral 
Martin,  John 
Moore.  Peter 
Newport,  sir  John    . 
North,  Dudley 
Ooslow,  Arthur 
Ord,iWiii. 
O8sulston,lord 
Pamell,  W.  H. 
Felham,  bon.  C.  A. 
Philips,  George 
Powlett,  bon.  W, 
Fym,  Francis 
Portroan,  £.  B. 
Protheroe,  £. 


Robart8,W,T. 
Romiily,  sir  S. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Sebright,  sir  John. 
Spencer,  lordR. 
Snarp,  R. 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  Sam. 
Smith,  Abel 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  Robt. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Stanley,  lord 
Symonds,  T.  P. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Thompson,  T. 
Tavistock,  marq.  of 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Teed,  J. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Waldegrave,  hon.  W, 
Wharton,  John 
Wood,  alderman 

TELLERS 

Methuen,  Paul 
Monck,  sirC. 
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Such  a  return  was  obviously  necessary  to 
guide  the  judgment  and  decide  the  ulti* 
mate  vote  of  the  House  upon  the  question 
just  submitted  to  its  consideration.  It 
was  no  doubt  fit  and  becoming  that  the 
several  members  of  the  royal  family  should 
he  enabled  to  maintain  a  degree  of  splen* 
dour  suitable  to  their  high  station,  but 
then  the  House  was  bound  to  consider 
the  means  which  each  possessed  to  an- 
swer that  purpose,  before  any  additional 
grant  was  acceded  to.  With  this  view 
the  House  should  be  apprized  of  the  re- 
venue derived  from  Hanover  by  the  duke 
of  Cambridge ;  and  if  a  country,  which 
had  so  often  been  the  cause  of  augmenting 
the  expense  of  Great  Britain,  should  at 
length  contribute  something  towards  an 
alleviation  of  our  burthens,  we  might  hail 
the  extraordinary  change. 

The  Chancdlor  qf  the  Exeheauer  ob« 
servedy  that  it  was  quite  unusual  on  the 
part  of  that  House  to  inquire  into  the 
receipts  or  revenues  of  the  royal  family 
from  foreign  countries.  It  was  known, 
indeed,  that  upon  a  former  occasion,  Mr. 
Fox  concurred  with  Mr.  Pitt  in  resisting 
a  proposition  of  this  nature,  and  that  the 
former  was  more  decisive  than  the  latter 
in  deprecating  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  convic- 
tion, that  if  Mr.  Fox  had  lived  to  witnesa 
such  a  motion  as  the  discussion  of  that 
evening  referred  to,  with  the  present  bur« 
thens  and  distresses  of  the  country,  his 
conduct  would  have  been  decidedly  dif- 
ferent. 

The  motion  was  asreed  to. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said  that  it  was  his  ori- 
ginal intention  to  have  given  some  previ- 
ous notice  of  the  motion  which  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  submit,  for  a  Call  of  the 
House  at  the  present  crisis.  But  frona 
what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  he  felt  it  proper  to 
bring  forward  this  motion  at  once,  and 
without  notice.  This  course,  he  was  in- 
deed, urged  to  adopt,  by  considerations 
wholly  independent  of  the  tone  and  tem- 
per which  appeared  in  this  evening's  dis- 
cussion. For  upon  such  a  question  as 
that  to  which  the  message  referred,  the 
opinion  of  every  member  ought  to  be 
known.  There  were  some  members  whose 
attendance  ministers  themselves  might  be 
willing  to  dispense  with  from  motives  of 
personal  or  political  accommodation, 
while  others  might  decline  to  attend  for 
their  own  accommodation.  But  no  such 
conaiderationi  should  be  regarded  upon 


Mr.  Methuen  then  moved,  *'  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House,  a  Return  of  all 
Incomes  received  by  their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Dukes  of  Clarence,  Kent, 
Cumberland,  Sussex,  and  Cambridge, 
arising  from  Military,  Naval,  or  Civil  Ap- 
pointments, Pensions,  or  other  emolu- 
ments, as  well  as  all  Grants  out  of  the 
Admiralty  Droits,  made  to  them  since  the 
year  1800.*'  It  would  also  be  desirable 
to  ascertain  the  income  received  by  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  from  Hanover. 

Mr.  Tiemev  concurred  in  the  necessity 
of  obtaining  tliis  information. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  did 
not  see  how  tliis  information  could  be  had 
through  the  usual  official  mode  of  applying 
fer  accounts.  It  certainly  could  not  be 
bad  as  the  motion  was  wotded. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  asked,  what  use  there 
would  be  in  altering  the  words  of  the  mo- 
tion, if  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
aaid  was  correct — ^^hat  he  knew  no  way  of 
getting  at  these  accounts  i  If  govern- 
ment had  not  the  power  of  getting  at 
these  accounts  he  knew  not  who  could. 
He  hoped,  however^  that  some  pains 
would  be  taken  to  procure  the  necessary 
information. 

Mr.  Brougham  remarked,  that  although 
there  was  no  office  in  the  kingdom  from 
which  the  return  alluded  to  could  be  ob- 
tained, there  was  one  person  who  could 
readily  make  that  return,  and  that  person 
wai   the   duke   of  Cambridge   hunself. 
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thi8  occasion.  It  was  desirable,  indeed, 
that,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
,the  country,  the  attendance  should  be  as 
full  as  possible,  and  therefore  he  moved, 
**  That  the  House  be  called  over  on  Fri- 
day the  24th  instant." 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ordnance  Estimates.]  Mr.  Brog- 
den  having  brought  up  the  Committee  of 
Supply  to  which  the  Ordnance  Estimates 
were  referred, 

Mr.  Bennet  resumed  the  subject  of  the 
hardship  sustained  by  the  reduced  officers 
of  the  artillery  drivers,  and  repeated  the 
arguments  he  had  advanced  on  a  former 
evening.  It  had  been  stated,  that  eight 
out  of  twelve  troops  bad  been  disbanded ; 
but  the  fact  was,  there  were  twelve  troops ; 
six  were  disbanded  in  1814,  and  six  re- 
tained. The  difference  was,  that  the  four 
troops  that  remained  were  composed  out 
of  the  six  that  had  been  disbanded. 
They  were  all  broke  alike,  and  therefore 
were  all  entitled  to  some  allowance.  All 
he  asked  for  was,  that  two  more  corps 
should  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 
those  that  remained ;  and  if  this  was  not 
done,  he  should  make  a  motion  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  Cochrane  thought,  the  case  of  the 
officers  alluded  to  was  one  of  great  hard- 
ship. Jt  was  understood  at  the  time,  that 
their  reduction  was  only  a  temporary  mea- 
sure, and  that  an  early  opportunity  would 
be  taken  to  employ  them ;  but  now  they 
were  told  that  they  would  not  again  be 
wanted.  Those  officers  were  also  obliged, 
before  they  could  receive  their  half-pay, 
to  swear  that  they  held  no  civil  or  military 
appointment,  thus  obliging  them  to  live 
on  a  scanty  pittance,  or  else  to  eive  up 
their  half-pay  altogether.  He  held  in  his 
hand  papers  which  stated  that  many  of 
those  Officers  had  served  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  and  that  one  of  them  had  been 
instrumental  in  saving  an  entire  brigade 
of  sir  John  Moore's  army.  This  and  many 
other  acts  of  similar  service  called  for 
the  consideration  of  government,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  overlooked. 

^  The  Earl  of  Carhampton  said,  he  felt 
himself  In  a  strange  place,  and  heard 
strange  things.  He  recollected,  a  few 
nights  past,  that  the  hon.  member  who 
moved  the  resolutions  in  the  committee 
on  the  ordnance  estimates  appeared  to 
him  to  drag  the  papers  from  his  pocket  or 
his  sleeve,  like  a  conjuror,  and  when  the 
di&rent  items  were  agreed  to,  he  came 


in  with  a  postcript  to  the  amount  of 
^,000/.  for  repairing  damages  done  to  the 
sea  walls  at  rortsmouth  and  Haslar  by 
the  late  violent  storm;  which,  by  the 
way,  he  did  not  think  regular,  as  there 
had  been  no  notice  given  on^the  subject. 
He  thought  that  the  ordnance  department 
was  one  where  great  reductions  ought  to 
take  place,  but  he  was  sorry  to  see  that  aa 
increase  of  expenditure  was  advocated. 
The  expense  of  this  department  had  in- 
creased, was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be 
diminished.  He  firmly  believed,  ^hat  in 
England,  a  reduction  of  one  half  might 
be  effected,  and  in  Ireland  of  two  thirds. 
He  had  himself  held  the  appointments  of 
adjutant  general,  and  of  commander  in 
chief  in  that  country.  At  that  tfme  there 
were  three  engineers  employed,  and  he 
then  thought  there  was  one  too  many; 
but  Ireland  had  now  no  less  than  thir- 
teen. He  was  anxious  to  point  out  to  the 
public  now  and  where  a  reduction  should 
take  place ;  but  he  would  leave  the  sub- 
ject for  the  present,  however  fully  he 
was  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  speak- 
ing upon  it. 

Mr.  Ward  thought,  that  the  time  of  the 
House  was  unnecessarily  wasted  upon  the 
present  discussion.  There  would  another 
and  a  more  proper  period  come  for  the 
examination  or  the  subject  alluded  to. 
When  that  time  should  arrive,  he  would 
be  prepared  to  enter  into  a  defence  of 
every  item  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward. The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
had  certainly  availed  himself  of  a  fair  op- 
portunity for  making  his  observations; 
but  he  must  say,  in  return,  that  the  sub- 
ject had  been  so  amply  discussed,  not 
only  in  that  House,  but  by  committees 
above  stairs,  that  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to 
offer  any  reply.  If  the  noble  lord  would 
suggest  to  him  any  practicable  retrench- 
ment, he  should  most  willingly  accept  the 
suggestion.  With  regard  to  the  vote  of 
5,000^.  for  the  repair  of  the  damage  done 
by  the  late  storms  to  Portsmouth,  he  ad- 
mitted, that,  in  point  of  r^ularity,  notice 
ought  to  have  been  given  of  this  additional 
item  in  the  estimates.  The  report^  how- 
ever, on  which  the  application  to  parlia- 
ment was  founded,  represented  the  imme- 
diate necessity  of  the  repairs,  and  it  was 
upon  this  consideration  that  the  notice 
had  been  dispensed  with.  If  the  House 
should  be  of  opinion,  that  this  form  of 
proceeding  was  necessary,  be  was  willing 
to  withdraw  the  resolution  (or  the  present. 

The  Resolutions  Were  then  agreed  to. 
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Ovr£NOBR)v  Conviction  Rxwaros 
Bii.L.1  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
•econd  reading  of  this  bill, 

The  Attorney  General  said^  that  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  admitting  the  propriety  of 
some  alteration  in  the  lair  as  it  now  stood; 
bat  the  present  measure  went  to  the  total 
abolition  of  all  rewards  for  the  apprehen- 
sion and  conviction  of  offenders.  These 
rewards  had  been  enacted  by  a  great 
varietv  of  statutes,  passed  at  very  different 
periods ;  and  the  inference  was,  that  the 
legblature  had,  at  each  of  those  periods, 
been  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  sti- 
mulating the  assiduity  and  exertions  of 
the  persons  employed  in  performing  this 
necessary  service.  Now,  a  law  passed  for 
the  more>  effectual  punishment  of  offen- 
ders, must  not  be  supposed  to  have  been 
inefficacious,  merely  because  offenders 
were  still  found  to  exist.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible for  any  man  to  say  how  many  had 
been  deterred  from  crime  by  such  regu- 
lations, nor  indeed  how  many  had  been 
brought  to  justice  by  their  means,  who 
would  otherwise  have  escaped.  He  cer- 
tainly could  not  deny  the  position,  that 
rewards  might  in  some  cases  operate,  for 
that  thev  had  so  operated  had  been  lately 
proved  m  courts  of  justice,  to  induce  men 
to  temnt  others  into  offences  for  the  pur- 
pose or  obtaining  them.  Of  so  serious  an 
evil  the  instances,  be  must  hope,  were  but 
few,  and  no  general  law,  it  was  well 
known,  could  ever  arrive  at  perfection,  or 
be  at  all  times  guarded  against  abuse. 
The  question  was,  whether  these  were  not 
cases  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  the  interests  of  society,  that 
the  zeal  and  activity  of  individuals  should 
be  stimulated— cases  in  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  leave  their  homes, 
and  expose  themselves  to  situations  per- 
haps  of  considerable  peril.  His  notion 
was,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  justice,  in  the  apprehension  of 
criminals,  to  take  away  the  rewards 
for  conviction  in  all  cases ;  but  he 
thought  that  for  no  apprehension  ou^ht 
there  to  be  a  fixed  reward.  His  opinion 
was,  that  both  the  extent  of  the  reward, 
the  distribution  of  it,  and  whether  there 
ought  to  be  any  reward  at  all,  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  judges  before  whom  the 
charge  was  made,  and  the  indictment 
tried.  The  stimulus  for  the  apprehension 
of  criminals  would  thus  be  left,  while  the 
inducements  to  conspiracy  would  be  re- 
moved. When  cases  came  before  the 
court,  in  which  the  p^iroaecutor,  the  wit- 


nesses, or  the  officers,  appeared  to  be  act- 
ing from  motives  of  interest,  and  not  from 
a  regard  to  public  justice ;  when  they  ap- 
peared not  meritoriously  zealous  for  the 
punishment  of  crime,  but  disposed  to 
make  a  trade  of  their  services  for  personal 
benefit ;  then  the  judges  should  refuse  the 
reward  altogether.  If  the  contrary  was 
the  case,  they  might  award  the  whole  40/., 
or  give  any  part,  or  distribute  it  among 
those  who  had  exerted  themselves  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  criminal,  according  to 
their  merits.  He  opposed  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  therefore,  not  because 
it  abolished  fixed  rewards,  but  because  it 
allowed  no  rewards  at  all,  and  thus  took 
away  nil  inducements  to  exertion  in  the 
apprehension  of  criminals.  By  the  bill 
no  reward  was  allowed  except  to  the  fa- 
mily or  executors  of  an  officer  who  was 
killed  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  This 
provision  of  the  bill  he  would  adopt,  and 
m  another  part  of  it  too,  that  referred  to 
the  prohibition  of  transferring  Tyburn- 
tickets,  he  entirely  concurred.  He  would 
agree,  generally,  with  the  honourable 
author  of  the  bill,  to  abolish  all  certainty 
of  reward,  either  as  to  amount,  the  terms 
on  which  it  might  be  claimed,  or  the  dis- 
tribution of  it  among  the  different  parties 
who  lent  their  exertions  to  apprehend  cri- 
minals ;  but  he  could  not  concur  with  him 
in  abolishing  rewards  altogether.  He 
thought  the  evils  at  present  complained 
of  might  be  removed,  conspiracy  prevent- 
ed, and  all  the  salutary  objects  in  view 
attained,  by  still  continuing  to  hold  out 
rewards  for  apprehension ;  but  referring 
the  amount,  and  the  question  whether  any 
thing  at  all  should  be  granted,  to  the 
judges.  In  their  discretion  it  might  be 
safely  rested :  with  them  the  power  would 
not  be  abused,  while  the  public  would 
have  all  the  benefits  that  might  arise  from 
stimulating  the  activity  of  officers  and  pro- 
secutors in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
It  was  because  the  bill,  as  it  at  present 
stood,  could  not  accomplish  the  latter  ob- 
jectt  that  he  opposed  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  W,  Smith  said,  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  in 
opposing  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
wliile  he  concurred  with  him  in  several  of 
his  positions.  It  might  go  into  the  com- 
mittee, and  be  there  amended,  so  as  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  and  those  who  concurred  ge- 
nerally in  its  principle,  but  differed  about 
its  detail.  In  much  of  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  said  towards  the 
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coDclusion  of  his  obaerrations  he  cordially 
agreedy  but  be.could  not  allow  the  strength 
of  his  arguments  against  a  change,  drawn 
from  the  history  of  the  statutes  connected 
with  the.  present  subject.    He  rewards, 
he  tiiought,  were  very  improperly  proper- 
tiopedt    as.  they  regarded  the . aifTerent 
kinds  of  crimes.    The  greatest  reward  was 
given  for  the  apprehension  of  the  ffreatest 
criminal,  and  tne  less  reward  for  the  con- 
iiriction  of  the  least  offence.     The  scale 
appeared  to  him  to  be  thus  improperly 
grac^ted,    both  because  less  pecuniary 
indoB^ment  was  required,  for  exertion  to 
apprehend  a  person  chareed  with  a  great 
crime,    from    the  natural  sentiments  of 
nankind   being   more   strongly    excited 
against   the    criminal,    and  because,  by 
bolding  out  ^a  increase  of  reward  in  pro- 
portion to  the  atrocity  of  crime,  a  motive 
Fas  given  for  allowing  offenders  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  guilty  course  tilltheir  appre- 
liension   should  become  of  value.    The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  spoken  of 
the.  merits  of  persons  who  exerted  them- 
fuelves  to  apprehend  criminals.    In  the 
aentiraents  be  had  expressed  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  could  not  concur.    Where  was 
the  merit  of  apprehending  or  prosecuting, 
if  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing 40/.,  and  not  from  a  regard  to  the 
interests  of  justice  ?  In  his  opinion,  there 
maa  not    only   the   want   of  merit,  but 
a  great  demerit.    If  you  took  away  the 
^ope   of  reward,   you  confessedly  took 
away  the  motive  to .  exertion,    and   the 
snent  of  the  prosecutor  was  thus  to  be 
pleasured  by  his  Inve  of  gain.    If  the  case 
.were  otherwise— if  the  prosecutor  were 
sincerely  actuated  by  motives  of  duty  and 
a  regard  to  pMblic  order  or  justice— the 
atimulus  would  remain  the  same,  though 
thereward<*  on  conviction  were  abolished. 
But  though  he  could  not  allow  merit  to 
pro^cutors  who  acted  from  a  regard  to 
personal  interest,  he  could  not  agree  with 
pis  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bennet)  in  abolish- 
ing all  motives  to  exertion  arising  from 
such  a  cause     The  reward  should  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  exertion,  and  the  trouble 
made  or  incurred,  and  not  according  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  offence  for  which 
a  conviction  might  be  obtained ;  but  still 
there  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  some 
kind  of  reward.    He  objected  to  the  bill 
in  some  particulars ;    but  he  could  not 
concur  with  the  attorney -general  in  op- 
posing its  second  reading,    because  be 
thonuit  that  such  a  decision  against  it 
would  appear  to  cast  a  slur  on  the  motives 
(VOL.XXXVIU.) 


and  exertions  of  his  hon.  friend,  the. 
former  of  which  all  were  as  ready  to  ac«^ 
knowledge  to  be  laudable  as  Uie  latter, 
were  great,  and  because  he  thought  that 
what  was  objectionable  in  it  might  be 
amended  in  the  committee. 

The  Attorn^  General  said,  he  had  no 
wish  to  press  the  opposition  to  the  second 
reading,  with  the  understanding,  that  his 
object  could  be  obtained  in  the  committee 
by  amendment. 

Mr.  Bennet  confessed  he  felt  himself 
rather  in  an  awkward  situation,  in  having 
to  oppose  himself  on  a  question  so  con- 
nected  with  the  jurisprudence  of  the  coun- 
try, with  a  gentleman  of  the  acknowledged 
professional  character  of  the  learned  at- 
torney-general.    But  he  still  could  not 
admit  that  his  views  on  the  continuance 
of  those  rewards  upon  the  conviction  of 
offenders,  were  at  all  weakened  by  what 
had  been  advanced- that  night*    It  could 
not  be  said  that  he  had  adopted  them  on 
slight  grounds.    Every  gentleman  of  a 
very  numerous  committee  had  concurred 
in  tne  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  abo» 
lishing  them;    Such  was  also  the  opinion 
of  the  police  magistrates,  end  even  of  the 
police  officers  who  had  been  examined  be- 
fore them.    And  what  reason  did  the  latter 
give  for  that  conviction  ?   They  said  Ibat 
Xhej  felt  the  necessity  from  the  manner  in 
which  officers  where  treated  by  juries  in 
consequence  of  these  rewards,  that  Uier 
came  into  court  with  mill-stones  round 
their  necks,  and  that  while  these  rewards 
were  continued,  they  were  exposed  to  the 
odious  appellation  of  Blood  Money — an 
appellation,  he  must  say,  so  odious,  and 
at  the  same  time  so  inveterately  fixed  in 
the  honest  and  unadulterated  feelings  of 
the  people  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
that  of  itself  it  constituted  a  reason  to  get 
rid  of  a  system  so  abhorred.    But  there 
was  also  this  more  material  proof,  that  the 
ends  of  public  justice  were  defeated  by 
their '  continuance.     It  was  on  evidence 
in  the  reports  of  that  committee,  that  in 
many  cases  false  evidence  was  given  by 
police  officers,   in  order    to   bring  the 
offence  within  the  reach  of  the  remunera- 
tion.    Such  was    tlie    opinion    of  Mr. 
TownshendandofMr»Holdsworth.  What 
had  that  excellent  man  Mr.  Shelton,'  the 
clerk  of  the  arraigns  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
stated  ?  Did  be  not  declare,  that  too  fre- 
quently   these    officers   endeavoured   to 
stretch,  the  point  with  the  view  of  sharing 
in  the  price  of  blood*    The  calenders  Si 
the  criminal  courta  established  ihe  sane 
(C) 
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eondusion.     In  London,  indictments  in 
one  year  were  laid  for  105  offences,  all 
oarryine  rewards,  and  there  were  only  40 
eonvictions.    Thus,  as  Mr.  Shelton  stated, 
public  justice  suftred,  by  this  endearour 
to  regulate  the  indictment,  not  by  the 
erim'e  of  the  offender,  but  by  the  hope  of 
profit   in  the   police    officer.     Let  the 
House  go  through  the  criminal  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  counties,  and  they  would 
see  nearly  the  same  proportion  between 
the  indictments  and  the  convictions,  as  he 
bad  before  stated  took  place  in  London. 
As  these  rewards  had,  therefore,  so  perni- 
cious an  effect,  they  ought  to  be  abolished. 
Nor  did  he  see  any  necessity  to  provide 
farther  than  the  bill  did  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  criminals.    It  proposed  to  indem- 
nify prosecutors  and  witnesses  for  their 
expenses,  and  to  remqnerate  them  for  the 
trouble  they  incurred.    He  did  not  think 
that  the  ends  of  justice  required  more,  or 
that  the  interest  of  the  prosecutor  should 
be  made  to  lie  in  procuring  the  convic- 
tion of  an  offender  by  any  testimony  to 
which  he  was  not  prompted  by  a  sense  of 
truth   and  the  common  feelings  of  our 
nature  against  crime.     The  inducement 
which  was  thus  held  out  to  prosecution, 
was  as  great  as  ought  to  be  given.     Fixed 
rewards  had  been  long  the  great  blot  in 
our  system  of  criminal  procedure.     As 
long  as  any  thing  more  is  offered  for  pro- 
eurmg  convictions  than  a  mere  indemnity 
for  expense,  and  a  remuneration  for  time 
and  trouble,  the  interest  of  the  prosecutor 
will  be  msde  to  consist  in   prosecuting 
falsely,  and  an  inducement  will  be  held  out, 
not  to  detect,  but  to  make  crime.     All 
the  persons  who  were  connected  with  the 
police  acknowledged  that  the  principle  of 
the  present  system  was  bad,  and  that  from 
the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end,  instead  of 
checking  or  controlling  crime,  it  operated 
as  a  bounty  to  those  base  and  designing 
aien  who  went  about  not  merely  to  tempt 
adults  to  the  commission  of  crime,  but 
(which  was  the  most  lamentable  fact)  to 
train  up  children  to  be  criminab.    dhU* 
dren  of  nine  or  ten  years  of  age,  instead 
ef  being  indicted  as  they  ought  to  be  for 

Sicking  pockets,  were,  frequently,  in 
opes  of  the  reward,  indiicted  for  highway 
robberies.  Not  many  months  ago  two 
children,  one  thirteen,  the  other  nine 
years  of  age,  were  convicted  of  highway 
robbery,  one  of  the  witnesses  being  a  child 
of  six  years  of  afe;  although  he  wu  as 
aure  as  he  stood  there,  that  were  it  not 
for  the  system  of  rewards,  their  o&nce 


would  never  haw  been  ranked  so  high. 
With  respect  to  the  bill,  he  shonld  not 
have  done  his  duty  as  diaimuoi  of  the 
committee  on  the  subiect,  had  he  not  in- 
troduced it  to  the  House.    He  was  eer« 
tain,  that  if  the  reward  of  401.  was  tiot 
oftred   sndi  ecenes   would  not  so  fre- 
quently be   witnessed.     Where  persone 
were  now  indicted  for  highway  robbery^ 
they  would,  under  a  different  system,  be 
accused  only  of  ^nioking  pocxets.    He 
could  not  asree  witn  the  bon.  and  learned 
eentleman  that  the  antiquity  of  the  kws 
by  which^such  rewards  were  granted  waa 
any  thing  in  their  fkvour.    Such  laws  re* 
fleeted  no  credit  upon  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors.    They  were  part  of  those  rude 
acts  by  one  of  which  the  liib  of  a  man  waa 
only  valued  at  five  shillings.    In  conclu- 
sion, he  trusted  the  House  would  see  the 
necessity  of  going   into  the  eommittee 
with  the  bill,  at  the  same  time  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  assent  in  that  committee  to 
many  of  the  alterations  which  had  been 
suggested.    He  thought  that  all  the  per- 
sons   instrumental  in  the  conviction  of 
felons  should  have  the  expenses  paid  them 
for  the  time  they  had  lost,  but  no  further 
reward  did  he  conceive  necessary. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ww>d  said,  he  was  of 
the  same  opinion,  with  respect  to  rewards 
on  conviction  of  felons,  as  his  hon.  friend 
who  had  just  sat  down.  He  had  seen  the 
effect  of  such  a  ^stem  in  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  Bank.  The  Bank  was  known  to 
give  a  reward  of  IL  on  the  conviction  of 
persons  for  passing  bad  money,  andthb 
very  circumstance  was  the  cause  of  a 
great  number  of  the  convictions  which 
took  place  for  that  offence.  A  great 
many  poor  Germans,  Swedes,  and  irish- 
men, who  were  ignorant  of  the  English 
langusge,  were  entrapped  into  the  passing 
of  bad  coin,  by  persons  whose  only  ob- 
ject was,  the  getting  of  the  reward  of- 
fered hi  consequence.  He  had  detected 
one  of  his  ovta  officers  at  such  practices, 
and  had  found  it  his  dotv  to  lay  the  whole 
of  the  system  before  lora  Sidmouthi  The 
officer  whom  he  had  so  detected,  he  had 
of  course  discharged,  but  he  was  aware 
that  the  same  nefarious  sjrstem  which  he 
had  mentioned,  was  still  very  often  prac- 
tised. With  respect  to  other  crimes,  the 
anxiety  to  convict,  where  a  reward  wae 
to  foUowi  was  most  apparent,  and  those 
who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  th4  busi- 
ness of  a  justice  room,  woold  fed  how 
great  a  struggle  there  frequently  wat  to 
procure  a  commitment  for  a  capital  of- 
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fence*  If  a  penon  »iiatGhed  away  a  lady'f 
ridicule  widraut  much  force  in 'the  ttreeiy 
it  would  not  amount  to  a  capital  o&oce ; 
but  if  the  string  of  it  happened  to  be 
twisted  about  her  ann^  and  the  riif^htest 
degree  of  foree  was  used  in  getting  it 
«way»  then  the  crime  would  be  a  highway 
robbeiy  ;  ud  the  greatest  anxiety  was 
•ften  eriaced  on  the  part  of  some  officers 
to  have  the  party  committed  for  the  ca^ 
|Htal  offienocy  in  order  to  secure  to  them- 
aelfes  die  reward*  Indeed^  so  anxious 
were  they  to  -eeure  this  obiecty  thai  many 
of  thent  weie  known  to  have  employed 
counsel  for  the  prosecution,  in  order  Co 
secure,  if  possible,  the  conviction  of  the 
accused  party.  Would  the  House  of 
tjemmona  consent  to  the  continnsnce  of 
SI  sjfitem  which  carried  such  hotrid  evils 
in i4a train?  He  trusted  they  woidd not; 
but  diat  they  would  see  the  necessity  of 
applying  a  temtAj  to  that  which  so  much 
demanded  legislative  interference. 

Colonel  Wood  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  allowed  to  go  mto  n  committee*  and 
faoeUBmended  ue  eenridoation  of  the 
report  of  the  poUco  committee  to  die 
attention  of  membeau  It  would  show  how 
nmeh  the  country  waa  indebted  to  the 
exerdoas  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Bonnet)  who  was  its  diMrman.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  It  should  be  suppoied  that 
the  abolishiog  of  the  rewards  on  conric- 
(ion  would  bo  Imirious  to  the  interests  of 
public  justice*  if  the  expenses  of  the  pro* 
secatoia  were  paid*  Those  who  sought 
for  rewards  for  tho  conviction  of  felons, 
had  two  scenes  to  range  over^the  town 
and  the  country.  Now,  in  the  country, 
there  was  no  necessilj  whatever  for  such 
incitements  to  bring  oflRenders  to  justice. 
Men  were  in  general  known  to  each  other 
there;  suspicious  charactera  could  not 
pass  unnoticed*  aod»  of  oourse,  honest 
men,  for  their  own  securityi  would  pursue 
thoae  persona  who  had  committed  crimes, 
and  would  endeavour  to  bring  them  to 
jttsdce.  But  in  great  towns  the  case  was 
diSetent.  Villainy,  if  not  dosely  watched, 
Bught  k>ng  go  undisqovcared  there.  If 
prosecutors  were  indenmified  for  their  ex« 
penses,  and  positive  rewards  were  re- 
moved, the  system  would  be  infinitely 
better* 

Mr.  HutH  observed,  that  no  objeedon 
whatever  had  been  urged  asainst  the 
principle  of  this  bill,  even  by  the  learned 
attorner-general,  who  merefy  wished  that 
a  full  discretion  should  be  placed  in  the 
hgnda  of  tile  jndga^  sn  to  what  Mwar^.  if 
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any,  sh6uld  be  given.  Iter  his  own  part, 
he  was  most  mendly  to  the  measure. 
There  was  not  a  magistrate  in  the  country 
who  did  not  shudder  at  the  cases  which 
came  before  him,  in  consequence  of  the 
exisdng  system. 

The.  Sdiaior  General  said,  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  had  not  objected  to  the 
abolition  of  fixed  rewards.  There  might* 
however,  be  cases  where  persons  had  me^ 
ritoriously  come  forward,  in  which  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  rewards 
should  be  given.  It  might  be  desirable 
that  judges  should  have  the  power  of 
doing  this,  and  of  determining,  where  re- 
ward seemed  the  only  object  of  the  par<^ 
ties  who  appeared  against  a  prisoner,  that 
it  should  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Bpinet  said,  his  great  anxiety  was, 
to  give  to  the  judges  the  discretionary 
power  alluded  to,  and  to  remove  fixed  re- 
wards altogether. 

Greneral  Thomkm  wished,  that,  rewards 
ahould  rather  be  grailted  for  the  detecdoa 
of  small,  than  of  large  crimes.  If  this 
course  were  pursued,  new«fledged  crimi- 
nals would  be  prevented  from  persevering 
in  a  course  cSf  vice,  and  great  crimea 
would  not  be  so  ftequent.  This  plan^  at 
the  lecommendatlon  of  Mr.  Mainwaring^ 
had  been  successfully  adopted  in  the 
parish  of  St.  George's,  Hanoversquare. 

Sir  T.  Baring  approved  of  the  biUt 
was  then  read  a  second  dme. 


Employment  op  thb  Poon.]  Mr« 
Aldennan  Wood  moved.  That  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  Irish  actt  of  the  21st,  22nd,  and  26th 
Geo.  3rd,  reladng  to  partnerships. 

Mr.  Grettfell  thought  the  bill  which  his 
hon.  friend  wished  to  found  on  the  acta 
which  they  were  now  to  go  into  a  com^ 
mittee  upon,  was  not  merely  a  bill  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor,  as  the  object  of 
it  was  to  legalize  joint  stock  compattie% 
leaving  the  parties  to  them  liable  only 
to  the  amount  of  their  respecdve  shares 
A  measure  which  allowed  any  number  of 
persons  to  unite  to  can^y  on  anv  trade  or 
busineaa  on  such  a  principle,  he  waa  of 
opinion,  struck  directly  at  the  root  of  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  denied  that  hia 
bill  deserved  the  character  which  hia  hon. 
friend  had  given  to  it.  He  hoped  it  would 
be  allowed  to  be  brought  in  and  printed. 
If  it  ahould  be  objected  to,  he  did  not 
wish  to  proM  it  but  for  Ireland,  where  the 
importance  of  such  a  measure  could  not 
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be  denied.  Buir  when  the  intended  pro- 
viiions  of  it  were  known,  he  thought,  at 
a  time  when  millions  wanted  employment, 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  adopting 
it  for  this  country. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  in  which  Mr.  Alderman  Wood 
moved,  <<  That  a  Bill  shouldbe  brought  to 
repeal  the  Irish  acts  of  the  21st,  22nd, 
and  26th  of  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of 
consolidating  .their  provisions  into  one 
act,  and  extending  tne  same,  to  promote 
the  employment  of  the  poor  in  the  fishe- 
ries, trad^,  and  manufactory  of  Ireland, 
bv  regulating  and  encouragine  partner- 
ships in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom." 
•—The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesdaj/t  April  14. 

Prikcb  Regent's  Message  rbspect- 
iHo  THE  Marriages  of  the  Rotal 
Dukes.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  to 
state,  that  he  wished,  from  peculiar  cir- 
camstancesy  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  Message  from  the  Prince  Regent 
on  the  subject  of  the  Marriages  of  the 
Dukes  of  Clarence  and  Cambridge  until 
to-morrow.  He  should  then  state  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  the  measure  which  it 
might  be  thought  advisable  to  recommend 
to  their  lor£hips  adoption,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  It  would  be  proposed. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  moved,  That  the  said 
order  be  discharged. 

'  The  Marquis  of  Lansdomne  felt  it  im- 
possible not  to  state  the  singular  situation 
m  which  the  House  was  placed  by  the 
message  which  the  noble  earl  had  brought 
down,  and  the  very  extraordinary  conduct 
which  had  now  been  adopted  upon  itl 
He  had  always  understooa  that  the  re- 
spect which  the  House  owed  to  the  Crown 
required  that  no  delay  should  take  place 
in  replying  to  anv  communication  which 
might  be  made  from  that  qusrter.  The 
well-known  practice  of  their  lordships  was 
alwavs  to  return  an  address  on  the  follow- 
ing da^ ;  and  if  this  was  the  general  prin* 
eiple  m  ordinary  cases,  how  much  more 
ought  it  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of  so 
important  a  communication  as  a  message 
relative  to  the  marriage  of  members  of 
the  royal  family.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  House  were  now  bound  to  take 
the  message  into  consideration,  and  re- 
turn an  answer.  What  motive  could  there 
be  for  delay  ?  It  was  impossible  to  believe 
that  the  advisers  of  the  Prince  Kegeai^ 


when  they  recommended  the  meftsage 
which  had  been  brought  down,  were  un- 
prepared to  state  any  measures  whidi 
they  could  recommend  to  be  adopted 
upon  it.  This  much  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  state,  in  order  that  whatever 
appeared  to  be  disrespectful  to  the  Crown 
in  the  proceedings  respecting  this  coin- 
munication,  might  not  be  laiid  to  the'ddor 
of  the  House,  but  that  the  blame  should 
fall  on  those  who  were  the  advisers  of 
this  extraordinary  course,  and  who 'had 
brought  down  a  message  from  the  throne^ 
without  being  prepared  with  any  prdpo^ 
sition  upon  it  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  readj  to 
admit  that  the  blame,  if  any  could  be  at* 
tached  to  the  courlie  of  proceeding  wfafcb 
had  been  adopted,  muit  fall  on  thoseby 
whom  it  was  recommended,  and  he,  there- 
fore, was  willing  to  take  that  blame 'on 
himself.  With  regard  to  what  had  been 
said  on  the  course  of  proceeding,' he 
should  only  remark,  that  when  the  ob- 
ject of  an  intended  address  was  merely  to 
return  thanks  to  the  Prince  Regent  for  a 
communication  made  to  the  House, 'die 
usual  practice  was,  not  to  poilfpone  it  for 
a  day,  but  to  vote  it  immediately ;  bat 
when  ulterior  measures  were  to  be  pro- 
posed, it  was  due  to  the  House  that  they 
should  not  be  taken  by  surprise.  He 
therefore  thoueht  it  inaproper  to  propose 
to  move  an  address  until  their  lordsnipa 
were  in  possession  of  the  measure  which 
was  to  be  recommended.  He  felt  that  he 
should  not  be  doing  his  duty,  if  he  called 
upon  them  to  five  an  opinion,  before 
they  were  made  fully  acquainted  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Pnnce  Regent's  |^overn- 
ment  on  the  subject,  and  the  requisite  in- 
formation was  communicated.  It  was 
therefore  from  no  disrespect  to  the  Crown 
that  the  delay  was  proposed,  since  the 
sole  object  of  postponing  the  considera- 
tion of  the  message  un^l  to-morrow,  was 
that  their  lordships  might  be  the  better 
prepared  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the 
measures  which  ministers  might  consider 
it  theur  duty  to  recommend. 

Lord  Holland  thought  it  difficult  to 
decide  which  was  more  extraordinary, 
the  course  which  the  noble  earl  proposed 
to  the  House  to  adopt,  or  the  reasoning 
by  which  he  attempted  to  stipport  it.  H^ 
had  begun  with  admitting,  that  if  the 
House  agreed  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  £e  message,  fiis  majestv's  minis* 
ters,  or  rather  the  noble  earl  only»  was  to 
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be  charged  with  all  the  blame  whidi 
might  attach  to  such  a  proceediDg.^  This 
waf,  indeed,  very  condetcending  in  the 
Doble  earl ;  but  he  apprehended  that,  if 
the  House  discharged  tne  order  as  recom- 
meoded— and  he  defied  the  noble  lord, 
▼ersed  in  precedent  as  he  was,  to  show 
that  erer  such  an  order  had  been  dis- 
charged—notwithstanding the  senerosity 
of  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  &e  impro- 
priety of  so  acting  would  rest  with  the 
•House.  He  knew  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  were  so  much  in  the  habifc  of 
Identifying  themselves  with  the  govern- 
ment, that  they  spoke  as  if  they  and  the 
Crown  were  the  same  thing ;  but  he 
trusted  their  lordships  would  not  allow 
them  also  to  assume  the  authority  of  that 
House,  nor  place  confidence  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  secretary  of  state,  that 
he  could  bear  all  the  censure  of  an  act, 
which,  if  adopted,  must  be  theirs.  If  the 
noble  earl  was  not  now  able  to  state  the 
measure  that  was  to  be  recommended, 
why  did  he  not  propose  to  move  a  simple 
address  of  thanks  i  This  would  be  con- 
aistent  with  the  usual  practice,  and  he 
ahould  ffive  the  noble  earl  the  opportu- 
nity of  agreeing  to  one  before  he  sat 
down.  The  noble  earl,  it  was  evident, 
had  thooffht  proper  to  brine  down  a  mes- 
sage, and  was  not  prepared  to  make  any 
proposition  whatever  upon  it,  because  he 
now  apprehended  an  opposition  which  at 
first  he  did  not  anticipate.  It  mieht  be 
recollected,  that  the  noble  earl  had  often 
apoken  as  if  he  were  independent  of  the 
Prince  Regent ;  and  now  it  appeared  that 
he  wished  to  be  independent  of  parlia- 
ment, by  establishing  a  little  parliament  of 
hisowu.  [Hear,  hear!]  Among  the  other 
extrsordinary  circumstances  which  the 
noble  earrs  conduct  on  this  occasion  dis- 
closed, it  was  not  the  least  that  he  recom- 
mended to  the  House  of  Lords  to  act  in  a 
disrespectful  manner  towards  the  Crown, 
by  neglecting  to  reply  to  the  message: 
he  was  not  able  to  form  any  opinion  of  his 
own  on  the  subject  of  that  message,  with- 
out consulting  others.  For  these  reasons 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  noble  earl 
was  Dound  to  state  more  distmctly  to  the 
House,  the  grounds  on  which  he  expected 
that  their  lordships  would  adopt  his  ad- 
vice, and  depart  from  all  former  prece- 
dents. He  had  no  hesitation  in  decuring, 
that  the  course  which  the  noble  earl  pro- 
posed appeared  to  him  not  only  disre- 
spectful towards  the  Crown,  but  also  un- 
fair to  the  Crown,  the  House,  and  the 


people.  It  was  unfair  to  the  House,  if 
their  lordships  were  disposed  to  carry  the 
message  into  effect,  not  to  allow  them  an 
opportunity  of  going  up  immediately  with 
the  address.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they 
thought  there  was  any  thing  in  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  country  which  required 
that  they  should  not  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  message,  it  was  unfair 
both  to  the  Crown  and  the  country  not 
to  say  so.  Why  was  their  lordships  cha- 
racter to  suffer  the  imputation  or  disre« 
spect  to  the  throne  by  an  unnecesssry 
aelay  in  performing  their  duty  ?  The 
practice  which  the  noble  eati  had  adopted 
of  consulting  private  parliamentary  com-' 
mittees  must  have  a  most  inauspicioua 
appearance  in  the  eyes  of  the  country, 
what  was  it  but  calling  on  the  House  of 
Lords  to  defer  what  they  ought  to  do 
now  until  to-morrow,  that  ministers  might 
have  time  to  tamper  with  those  who  were 
to  decide  da  the  question  ?  He  should 
therefore  move,  by  way  of  amendment, 
such  an  address  as  lie  thought  their  lord- 
ships  character  required  them  to  adopt. 
He  would  propose,  that  they  should  ex- 
press their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the 
House  of  Brunswick,  and  their  wish  to 
carry  into  eflbct  the  objects  of  the  mes- 
sage, as  far  at  that  could  be  done  in  the 
distressed  state  of  the  country.  His  own 
opinion-^and  what  his  opinion  was,  he 
should  never  shrink  from  stating  on  any 
question — was,  that  if^the  marriages  con- 
templated in  the  message  were  to  take 
place,  suitable  provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  princes ;  but  the  country  had 
already  provided  so  amply  for  the  splen- 
dour and  dignity  of  the  (^rown,  that  the 
provision  could  be  made  without  imposing 
any  new  burthen  on  the  people,  and  in 
that  way  he  thought  that  splendour  and 
dignity  would  be  best  consulted.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  instead  of  the  words 
"  that  this  order  be  discharged,'*  words  to 
the  following  purport,  to  be  substituted 
after  the  word  **  that'*  in  the  original 
motion :  **  An  humble  address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  to  return  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness  for  the  information  he  hsd  beea 
pleased  to  communicate  respecting  the 
intended  marriage  of  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Clarence  with  the  princess  of 
Saxe-Meiningen,  and  of  the  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge with  the  princess  of  Hesse ;  to 
express  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  House 
in  that  arrangement,  and  to  assure  his 
Royd  Highness  that  their  lordships  would 
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cheerfully  coDcur  in  all  measures  neces- 
sary to  make  such  suitable  provision  as. 
the  occasion  reauired»  and  as  the  seal, 
attachment,  and  lovalty,  which  their  lord- 
ships feel  towards  his  majesty's  famHy  and 
government,  and  the  liyeiy  sense  they  en- 
tertain of  Uie  advantages  of  preserving 
the  succession  to  the  throne  in  the  family 
of  Brunswick  dictate,  due  regard  being 
had  to  the  present  burtbened  state  of  the 
people  of  tnis  country. 

Lord  Sidmouth  wished  to  recall  to  their 
lordships  recollection  the  circumstances 
vnder  which  the  present  discussion  bad 
oommenced.     The  noble  marquis  who 

Soke  first  had  said,  that  if  the  consider* 
ion  of  the  message  was  postponed,  the 
discredit  of  thst  proceeding  would  belong 
to  the  noble  earl  who  had  moved  tho  dis- 
cbarge of  the  order,  and  a,ot  to  the 
House.  His  noble  friend  readily  admitted 
Uie  truth  of  this  observation.  He  can-* 
didly  acknowledged,  that  if  any  discredit 
belonged  to  the  proceeding,  it  ought  to 
fiill  on  the  advisers  of  the  Prince  Reigent, 
and^on  himself  in  particular.  It  had  been 
asserted,  that  no  reasons  were  stated  for 
the  postponement ;  but  he  understood  his 
noble  friend  to  have  .intimated  that  he 
would  explain  the  grounds  of  the  post* 
ponement  when  the  message  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  to-morrow.  The 
address  to  be  moved  was  not  an  ordinary 
congratulation  or  vote  of  thanks,  and  his 
nob&  friend  justly  expected  that  the 
House  would  look  to  him  for  the  explana- 
tion of  some  plan  or  measure  as  the  coo- 
aecjuence  of  tne  message,  and  also  that 
their  lordships  would  not  be  disposed  to 
come  to  a  vote  without  due  information 
on  the  subject  The  noble  baron,  how- 
ever, who  would  be  the  first  to  object  to 
an  address  proposed  without  any  informa- 
tion,' now  wished  to  vote  one  for  which 
DO  ground  whatever  had  been  laid.  Was 
it  not  proper  that  the  measure  which  was 
to  be  j^roposed  to-morrow  should  then  be 
explained?  Considering  the  necessity 
there  would  be  for  going  into  details,  it 
was  not  candid  to  call  on  his  noble  friend 
for  ezplfluoations  now.  Alterations  might 
be  made  in  the  plan.  Different  impres* 
alons  which  had  been  produced  might  be 
removed  [Hear,  hear  !3«  He  would  re- 
peat, that  different  impressions  might  be 
removed,  aad  alterations  suggested,  which 
would  requi re.  consideration.  These  were 
reasons  for  delay  which  ought  to  weigh 
with  his  maiesty*s  ministers  dn  sucb  an 
fiis  noUe  ftiend  would  be 


prepared  to-morrow  to  give  their  lordships 
the  requisite  information.  As  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  noble  baron, 
it  was  of  a  nature  totally  unprecedented, 
and  was  one  which  he  was  confident  their 
lordships  would  not  adopts 
^  Lora  King  believ^  this  was  the  first 
time  that  a  minister  had  given  a  decided 
negative  to  an  address  of  thanks  and  con* 
gratulation  proposed  to  the  throne.  It 
was  the  usual  practice  to  move  an  ad* 
dreu  to  the  throne  on  the  day  alter  a 
message  was  received,  and  now  the  nc^l^ 
earl,  without  any  reason,  desired  the 
House  to  abandon  that  practice.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  could  not  make  up 
their  mmds  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done 
until  they  received  hinU  firom  persona 
without  the  walls  of  parliament ;  wnereas, 
on  the  side  of  the  House  on  which  he 
stood,  they  were  ready  to  vote  an  address 
as  usual  to  the  return  of  the  message, 
guarding  their  answer  with  the  words 
which  his  noble  friend  had  inserted  at  the 
dose  of  his  motion.  He  should,  therefore^ 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  o^  Lauderdale  objected  to  the 
address  moved  by  his  noble  friend,  which 
he  oonsidered  as  an  anomalous  and  an« 
precedented  proceeding.  He  objected 
also  more  particularly  to  the  expression 
used  in  the  address,  respecting  a  regfurd 
being  paid  to  the  burthens  imposed  upod 
the  people ;  because  it  impliea  that  tneit 
lordshipahad  upon  former  occasions  been 
uaminoful  of  those  burthens,  and  thus 
cast  a  reflexion  upon  the  House.  He, 
therefore,  must  oppose  his  noUe  friend's 
address  upon  this  ground,  and  also  be- 
cause he  considered  it,  under  the  circum^ 
stances  in  which  it  was  brought  forward, 
as  a  greater  disrespect  to  the  Crown  than 
the  postponement  of  the  motion  for  the 
address  moved  by  the  noble  earl  opposite. 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdawne  observed, 
that  the  House  was  placed  in  an  unpre* 
cedented  situation.  If  the  amendment 
moved  by  his  noble  friend  was  unpre^ 
cedented,  their  lordships  must  perceive 
that,  such  as  it  was,  it  was  forced  upon 
them  by  the  unprecedented  conduct  of 
his  majesty'a  ministera.  Their  lordships 
had  no  otner  akemative  but  to  agree  to 
the  amendment,  or  to  adopt  the  extraor- 
dinary course  proposed  by  ministers. 
The  noble  earl  had  assigned  no  reason  to 
induce  their  lordships  to  depart  from  the 
usual  course :  all  that  he  had  heard  was, 
that  they  would  be  informed  to-morrow  of 
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the  reasons  why  they  were  not  to  do  their 
duty  to-day.  The  noble  viscount,  how* 
erer,  had  gone  a^  little  farther,  and  made 
an  important  revelation.  He  had  saidy 
that  by  the  delay  certain  impressions  might 
perhaps  be  removed  [No,  no,  from  the 
ministerial  benches].  He  bad  attended 
to  the  noble  viscount's  words,  and  was 
confident  that  impressions  to  be  removed, 
and  alterations  to  be  made  in  the  plan, 
constituted  the  reasons  which  he  haa  as- 
signed  for  delay.  He  would  ask  how  were 
the  impressions  spoken  of,  whatever  might 
be  ^eir  nature,  to  be  removed?  Cer- 
Idnly  not  by  argument;  for  none  had 
been  employed.  But  it  appeared  that  there 
was  some  mode  by  whicn  impressions  were 
to  be  removed,  and  alterations  made, 
without  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of 
diat  House ;  and  that,  while  that  process 
was  going  on,  their  lordships  must  pa- 
tiently await  the  result.  As  the  mode  b^ 
which  this  was  to  be  accomplished  was,  it 
aeemedy  not  fit  to  be  staled,  the  House 
ware  required  to  adjourn  untQ  ministers 
oame  fiuly  prepared  with  the  result  of 
their  secret  consultations.  The  House 
was  therefore  brought  into  €ta%  strange 
predicaiaent— that  whether  they  adopted 
the  motion  of  the  noble  eail  or  the  amend- 
■sent  of  his  noble  fnend,  their  conduct 
would  be  liable  to  objection.  The  motion 
of  the  noble  earl  appeared  oa  the  fiice  of 
it  the  most  disrespectful  to  the  Crown,  and 
the  most  improper  for  their  lordships  to 
adopt ;  and  upon  Aat  |;round,  if  bis  noMe 
friend  persisted  in  puttmg  his  amendment, 
he  would  vote  for  it.  Ministers  had  bj 
their  Iconduct  imposed  upon  tfie  Hbuse 
the  necessity  of  choosing  between  two 
diflicQltiefl. 

Lord  Holbind  felt  it  necessa^  to  say  ft 
frw  worda  in  reply.  His  noble  friend 
who  spoke  last  but  one  had'  regarded  hit 
amendment  aa  more  objectionable  than 
the  motion  of  the  noble  eari.  Would  his 
BoMe  fnend,  then,  auggeit  any  other  mode 
jof  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  in  which 
the  jflouse  was  plaped?  Ms  motion  was 
a  oonsequence  of  that  of  the  noble  earl ; 
for  the  mode  he  had' adopted  in  moving 
the  amendment  was  rendered  necessary 
by  a  proposition  to  dischaige  die  order  of 
At  day.  His  motion  oertainly  would  not 
be  respectful,  if  carried  after  that  order 
liad  been  dincharged.  He  could  not  help 
feeling  that  he  came  to  this  contest  wiw 
the  noble  earl  on  very  uneqiial  terms. 
He  came  expecting  to  vote  an  address  on 
the  message  of  yesterday ;  but  the  noble 
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earl  entered  the  House,  after  hating  ooa« 
suited  with  others,  and  these  otbcrs  itfain 
with  others,  and  perhaps  with  inditidoid 
members  of  parliament.  His  noblefKeod 
had  said  that  the  amendment  was  unpre* 
cedented.  Heccrtablymustacitnowledga 
thatit  was  in  some  measure  unpreoedonted^ 
because  there  never  had  before  been  Sacli 
a  motion  to  amend ;  but  he  wohld  contend 
that  the  form  was  not  unprecedented,  for 
there  liad  been  several  mstanoes  of  ad- 
dresses to  Uie'Crown  beittg  moved  in  ther 
way  he  had  proposed  this,  by  siMmg  wofd< 
afker  the  word  «•  that  "^  in  the  orlgimd  teo« 
tion,  the  remaining  words  of  that  motlofli 
being  afterwards  negatived.  He  coidd 
not  comprehend  die  gronnd  on  which  ilie 
noble  earl  persisted  In  postponii^  the  btt« 
siness  on  which  the  House  ought  now  to^ 
enter,  unless  it  was  supposed  that  thi 
word  **  to-morrow  '^  carried  with  H  sonle 
extraordioarv  speU,  some  magic  dMurmu 
Yesterday  toe  address  was  to  nave  been 
moved  <<  to-nwrrow  "—to-day  it  was  *^  to» 
morrow**  again.  On  Thurday  it  migfat 
still  be  **  to-morrow,''  and  on  Friday  it 
might  be  found  that  two  dqra  weald  feiv 
tunately  intervene^  Thus  the  measure 
might  be  postoooed,  until  nsim'stass  were 
£my  preparea  to  comie  to  a.  vote.  His 
noble  friend  had  objected  to  certain  worda 
ID  the  addresa  he  had  moved;  The  wav 
to  cure  that  was  to  propose  an  amend^ 
menf.  He  might  move  that  Ae  words  hw 
disliked  shm3d  be  omitted:  In  wai^ 
however,  very  extraor^nary  that  hn  no^ 
ble  friend  Aould  sup^se,  that  the  bare 
aet  of  prof^siaf  any  vntoe  was  a  proof 
of  the  want  of  it.  But  hit  ndbte  friend* 
had  not  taken  his  opposition  to  the  amend«r 
ment  on  a  sufficiently  htrge  scale;  He 
seemed-  to  have  forgotten  that  the  addlresa 
alsa  spoke  of  the  zeaT^  attachment  and 
Injdty  of  the  House.  May,  hu  nobia 
finendhad  but  a  few  days  agp  agreed  to* 
an  address  to  the  Crown  on  the  mairiager 
of  ifte  Princesa  EUsabelh,  in-  which  tirne 
senthnenta  were  expressed^  and  never  in- 
timated that  tfiat  addresa  was  so  framed' 
as  to  throw  a  suspicion  of  disloy^  on* 
the  nnnoritT  of  their  lorddnpSk  iDia  hir 
noble  friena  suppose  that  ttese  were  not 
die  sentimenta  by  which  their  lordridpe 
were  usually  governed  i  But  iriieie  waa 
the  disrespect^  bm  fie  had  fhuned  his  mo* 
tion?  It  woidd  appear  on  the  Joumabi 
that  on  a  certab  di^  a  smgle  peer  had 
proposed  that  a  motion  for  an  address 
should  be  discharged.  On  looking  at  the 
Joumalsi  the  Crown  would  find,  ikat  the 
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House  .had  resisted  Ibis  proposition,  find 
liad  TOted  the  address.  The  Crown,  he 
was  convinced,  would  graciously  over- 
look the  disloyalty  of  this  peer,  and  would 
never  seek  to  know  his  name  [A  laugh]. 
The  generous  disposition  of  the  princes 
of  the  house  of  Brunswick  would  prevent 
them  from  asking  who  he  was.  They 
would  say  they  aid  not  wish  to  be  in« 
formed  who  the  disaffected  person  was 
who  had  refused  an  address  to  the  throne 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  sovereign 
would  doubtless  cast  a  veil  of  oblivion 
over  the  transaction ;  and  if  information 
were  offered  to  be  given  him  on  the  sub- 
jecty  be  would  reject  it,  or  act  as  Pompey 
did  when  he  destroyed  the  papers  found 
in  the  camp  of  Sartorius.  If,  however, 
thejioble  secretary  of  state  would,  after 
all,  promise  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
to*morrow,  he  would  now  agree  to  his 
BBOtion  for  discharging  the  order, 

,  The  Address  was  negatived. 

.  The  question  was  then  put.  That  the 
^rder  be  discharged;  upon  which  the 
Hoiue  divided:  Contents,  51 — Not-con- 
UojUf  12^Majority  S9. 
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HOUSEOF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday f  April  14. 

"Watir  CoMPANiss.]  Mr.M.  A.  TayT 
loir  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a 

Setition  from  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of 
t.  Mary-le-bone,  praying  that  they  might 
be  allowed  to  introduce  a  petition  for  a 
bill  to  establish  a  new  water  company. 
He  should  move  that  this  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  But,  before  he 
did  so,  he  found  it  necessary  to  make  a 
few  observations.  The  proper  supply  of 
water  was  of  ver;jr  great  importance  to  the 
metropolis,  and  in  order  that  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  that  necessary  article  should 
be  obtamed^  the  New-river  company  was 
incorporated.  Since  that  period  several 
other  companies  were  instituted.  Lately 
ihere  appeared  a  design  amongst  them  to 
over-riae  each  other;  and  one  company, 
by  underselline  another,  had  endeavoured 
to  insure  puUic  favour.  Thus,  if  one 
company  o&red  to  supply  water  at  10<. 
per  annum,  another  immediately  proposed 
to  force  the  water,  by  a  superior  power, 
even  to  the  upper  parts  of  houses,  for  5i. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  companies 
became  so  distressed  in  their  finances,  that 
they  were  almost  under  the  necessity  of 
stopping  their  works.  Had  they  been  ab- 
•olutely   compelled  to  stop  tnemi   this 


great  metropolis  Vould  have  been  deprived  • 
of  water,  which  was  so  necessary  tor  the 
preservation  of  health,  for  culinary  pur-, 
poses,  and  to  prevent  the  ravages  of  fire* 
In  this  situation  of  things,  the  water  com* 
panics  found  themselves  under  the  neces- 
sity of  carving  out  the  metropolis  into 
districts,  which  those  most  convenient  to 
them  were  to  supply ;  but  in  this  allots 
ment  several  places  were  totally  omitted^ 
and  amongst  the  rest,  that  where  he  re*, 
sided,  so  that  they  were  almost  prevented 
from  procuring  water  at  all.  He  was  in* 
duced  to  look  into  this  subject,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  last  session  brought  ioi 
the  metropolis  paving  act ;  and  he  thei» 
saw  the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
imposition  of  the  water  companies.  Is 
was  clear  that  competition  was  always  ne- 
cessary to  insure  to  the  public  a  supply 
of  every  article  at  the  most  reasonaole 
rate ;  and,  as  the  public,  in  this  instance,, 
were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  such  s 
competition,  he  could  wish  to  place  ^en^ 
in  that  situation  which  would  prevent  thens 
from  lying  at  the  mercy  of  the  water  com* 
panics,  who  might  now  call  on  them  to 
pay  what  rate  they  pleased.  Instead  of 
that,  he  thought  a  maximum  ought  to  be 
affixed  to  the  supply,  beyond  which  the 
water  companies  should  not  be  sufiered 
to  proceed,  and  also  that  a  reserve,  in 
case  of  fire,  should  always  be  ready  to 
check  the  progress  of  that  devouring  ele- 
ment. It  was  notorious,  that,  about  seven 
weeks  ago,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in 
the  Strand,  at  which  several  lives  were 
lost,  in  consequence  of  the  boiler  of  the 
York-building  water  company  bemg  out 
of  repair,  which  preventea  the  water  from 
being  turned  on.  If  the  House  granted 
a  committee,  he  hoped  such  measures 
would  be  taken,  as  would  prevent  an  oc- 
currence of  this  kind  in  future.  .  The 
water  conaipanies  themselves  must  see  the 
baneful  effects  of  such  a  monopoly, « and 
he  could  not  conceive  thi^t  even  their 
friends  would  oppose  the  formation  of  a 
committee  up-stairs. 

Mr.  Warrt  believed  the  watercompa- 
nies  were  themselves  anxious  to  propose 
a  maximum.  The  Grand  Junction  com- 
pany, he  understood,  had  no  objection 
whatever,  to  the  principle,  since,  it  was 
one  on  which  they  acteu  at  present. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee. 

Wool  Trabx.].  Mr.  WdUer  BurrM 
rose  to  more^  <<  That  a  select  committee 
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be  appointed  to  iaquire  into  the  state  of  | 
the  laws  which  restrain  the  Trade  in  Wool, 
the  growth  of  Great  Britain."     He  ob- 
aerved,  that  whatever  objections  might, 
at  a  former  period,  be  urged  against  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measure*  the  time  was 
now  come  when  the  manufacturers  ought 
to  concede  the  boon  which  the  agricul- 
tural  body  had  long  looked  for,   namely, 
the  right  of  exporting  their  wooh    When 
the  manufacturers  were  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement,  he  conceived  he  had  a  right 
to  ask  for  this  favour  at  their  hands.    The 
long  wools  of  Lincolnshire  and  Leicester- 
•hire  had  sunk  in  price,   in  consequence 
of  the  quantity  of  foreign  wool  imported ; 
and  it  was  but  fair  that  the  growers  should 
be  allowed  every  means  for  the  fair  dispo- 
sal of  their  property.    In  1814  and  1815 
no  less  than  30,700,000  lbs.  of  wool  were 
imported.     Last  year  there  was  not  so 
large  an  importation,  but  still  it  was  very 
considerable.    The  foreign  manufacturer 
bad  a  very  ^reat  advantage  over  the  wool* 
^ower  of  this  country.    He  was  enabled, 
in  consequence  of  hj^  not  being  burdened 
with  poor-rates,  to  undersell  &e  English 
ffTower,  and  this  accounted  for  the  market 
Being    overstocked    wkh    foreign    wool. 
There  was  no  other  staple  commodity  of 
the  country  placed  under  such  an  inter- 
dict.    Every  other  species  of  produce, 
either  of  our  colonies  or  of  home  growth, 
was  allowed  to  be  exported,  and  he  could 
see  no  good  reason  why  the  same  princi- 
ple should  not  be  extended  to  wool.    The 
non.  member  concluded  by  moving  for  a 
Select  committee. 

Lord  Lascelles  said,  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  prove,  that  there  was  no  suf- 
ficient ground  laid  for  the  present  applica<r 
tion.  The  only  ground  that  could  be  ad- 
vanced was,  that  the  wool  of  this  country 
was  in  such  a  state  of  depreciation,  as  to 
call  for  the  interference  of  the  House. 
So  far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  that 
wool  had,  since  the  year  1816»  and  even 
in  the  last  year,  increased  in  price  from 
is,  2d.  and  U.  Sd.  to  It.  7d.  and  Is.  lOd. 
per  lb.  Kentish  wool,  from  it.  2d.  and 
Is.  6d.  to  2s.  and  2s,  2d.  Sussex,  from 
•Is.  6d.  and  It.  Sd.  to  2s.  and  2s.  Sd.  Lei- 
cestershire wools,  from  201.  and  SO/,  to 
S7L  and  40/.  per  tod.  The  price  of  wool, 
it  thus  appeared,  was  rising  in  this  coun- 
try;  and,  notwithstanding  the  home  growth, 
and  that  procured  from  abroad,  the  mar- 
ket was  inadequatriy  supplied.  It  would 
be  a  satisfaction  to  the  House  to  hear, 
afkr  what  had  been  stated  to  tbem  relative 

(VOL.  XXX  vm.) 


to  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Yoricshire,  ' 
that  at  no  period  had  there  been  known 
so  flourishing  a  year  as  the  last,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1813.    He  spoke 
of  the  absolute  quantity  of  broad  clotha 
manufactured.     Of  narrow  cloths  ther^ 
had  been  a  smaller  amount  manufactured 
than  in  former  years ;  but  that  was  made 
up  by  the  great  quantity  of  lady's  clothes 
and  other  articles  of  that  kind,  for  wliich 
there  was  a  great  demand.     Under  these 
circumstances,  the  hon.  mover  said,   the 
manufacturers  could  afford  to  grant  this 
boon.    But  the  fact  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  other  way.    It  surely  was  better 
for  this  country  to  import  the  raw  mate-* 
rial,  and  send  it  out  in  a  manufactured 
state,  than  impose  duties  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  commodity.    The  great  plea 
made  use  of  was,  the  propriety  of  increas- 
ing  the  quantity  of  a  cerUin  description 
of  wool ;  as  if  that  could  be  done  withoui 
diminishing  the  growth  of  another  kind. 
If  the  principle  of  the  hon.  member  were 
adopted,  they  might  grow  fine  wool  in 
greater  quantities,   but  they  would    do 
away  with  the  growth  of  long  wool.    Now, 
the  former  could  be  imported^  from  any 
part  of  the  world,  but  the  latter  could  not 
be  found  any  where  else.    That  very  spe- 
cies of  wool,  which  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  export  to  the  foreign  market,  was 
that,  without  which  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer could  not  furnish  goods  equal  to  those 
produced  in  England.    Would  they,  then, 
act  wisely  to  supply  him  with  the  article  ^ 
It  was  said,  <<  reter  this  matter  to  a  select 
committee ;  they  will  report ;   and  if  you 
do  not  choose  to  agree  with  that  report, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  business."      But, 
on  a  question  of  such  importance  to  the 
manufacturers  of  the  West  and  North  of 
England,  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  an 
examination,    without    investigating    the 
price  of  wool,  going  into  the  subject  of 
machinery,  and  other  incidental  matters, 
of  great  importance.    If  the  report  was 
not  agreed  to,  he  conceived  it  would  be 
most  injurious  to  the  country,  to  let  it  go 
abroad.    In  1816,  when  a  committee  waa 
formed  on  this  subject,  his  conduct  was 
reprobated  both  within  and  without  that 
House.    On  that  occasion,   he  felt  that 
the  report  would  be  so  dangerous,  that  he 
moved  a  resolution  in  the  committee,  con- 
fining them  to  the  consideration  of  the 
matters  contained  in  the  petition  alone. 
That  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
committee  only  considered  whether  the 
state  of  the  nncs  of  wool  JcuiaiiueJ  tuc 
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interference  of  the  legislature.  Nothfog 
was  done  on  tliat  occasioni  because  it  was 
found  that  the  state  of  the  price  did  not 
JQstifj  any  new  measure*  The  present  mo- 
tion was  founded  on  the  petitions  of  lastses- 
sion.  Not  a  new  one,  except  that  which  was 
that  day  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  had 
been  presented  on  thesiibiect^  In  1816  the 
committee  was*  appointed  previous  to  the 
Easter  recessr  and  the  whole  country 
knew  of  it ;  and,  with  repaid  lo  the  com- 
l^aint  of  the  low  price  ctwoolf  not  an  in- 
dividual, on  that  occasion,  appeared  to 
substantiate  it*  Under  all  these  eonside- 
rations,  therefore,  at  a  time  when  the  ma- 
nuGicturers  were  commencing  their  opera- 
tions with  renewed  vigour,  and  when,  in 
fact,  with  regard  to  the  article  in  ques- 
tion, there  was  an  insufficient  supply  of 
the  raw  material  from  abroad,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  the  interference  of 
the  House  was  not  required. 

Mr.  Cunoen  said^— I  cannot  let  this 
question,  which  is  hiahly  important  both 
to  the  agricultural  aira  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  country,  go  to  a  division, 
without  offering  a  few  ol^rvations  on  it. 
I  am  as  little  disposed  to  question  the 
hon.  mover's  zeal  for  agriculture,  as,  I 
trust,  he  will  be  mine.  The  result  of  such 
a  measure  would,  in:  the  first  instance, 
areate  great  alarm  in  lUie  manufacturing 
districts,  and  if  in  the  end  it  succeed  in 
its  object,  would  materially  injure  those  it 
was  meant  to  serve.  When  this  question 
was  entertamed  two  years  ago,  the  sitila- 
tion  of  the  fine  wool  flock  masters  was 
very  different  to  their  present  stste :  they 
were  then  suffering  very  severely  •»  but 
who  was  not?  The  whole  country  was 
distressed.  Tlie  growers  of  wool,  with 
every  other  produce  and  branch  of  trade, 
have  greatly  recovered,  and  I  conceive  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  that  tlie  former  haveas 
little  or  less  cause  of  coroplamt  than  most* 
1  do  think  the  hon.  mover  ii  liable  to  have 
objected  to  him,  what  is  frequently  im* 
puted  to  the  farmer,  on  the  score  of  wea* 
ther,  **  that  he  is  never  to  be  satisfied." 
In  1816  fine  wool  could  scarcelv  be  sold 
at  any  prioe^-nominally  it  wa$  vrom  IW. 
to  IBcf.  per  lb.«->the  carcase  at  6d.  per  lb«. 
sinking  the  offal.  Contrast  this  with  the 
present  value-— wool  2f.  per  lb.— carcase 
al  lOd.  Thus  a  sheep  of  60  lbs.  which 
would  then  have  produced  34«.  6c/.  now 
fttche8  56<.  I  do  not  know  that  markets 
were  ever  better  fisr  the  South  down  flock 
masters.  It  must  be  gratifying  to  the 
House  to  heat  firom  tl^  noble  lord  the 
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douridiin^  slate  of  the  woollen  nMHU&o* 
ture.  It  IS  not  on  this  ground  that  the 
hon.  mover  resti|  the  dauns  of  the  flock* 
masters!  The  prosperity  of  agriculturw 
will  ever  be  found  to  be  in  exact  propor** 
tion  to  that  of  our  numifactories  and 
trade.  The  demand  and  consumption  of 
agricultural  produce  must  depend  on  tha* 
abili^  of  the  manufacturing^ and  trading 
popttiatio»  to  purchase.  The  truth  at 
this  wilif  not   be   questioned.    On    thia 

f  round  alon^  I  would  make  my  standw- 
here  are  supposed  to*  be  thirtv  milHona 
of  sheep  in  the  kingdom,  l^matinf^ 
their  average  value  at  one  pound  per  head^. 
and  taking  the  value  of  their  wool  at  one* 
sixth,  the  produce  of  wool  would  amouna 
to  five  millions— two-thirds  of  which  i» 

^fine,  this  reouunder  Ions  or  oombing  wooL 
lam  reidy  to  admit,  for  the  sakeof  argument^ 
that  a  free  export  of  wool  might  enhance 
the  value  one  million  to  the  flock-masters^ 
but  at  what  national  loss  would  this  be 
obtained  i  As  wool  ythitn  manufactured^ 
on  an  average,  may  be  esteemed  at  least 
of  seven  times  the  value  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, it  consequently  produces  thirty-five 
millions,  the  principal  part  of  which  tr 
labour.  To  this  roust  be  added  the  fine 
clothing  wool  annually  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  a  million-  and  a  half,  adding  ten 
millions  more  to  the  former  statement :  sO' 
that  the  total  value  of  the  woollen  and 
worsted  manufacture  may  be  taken  at  4S 
millions,  and  deducting  from  this  sum  the 
first  cost  of  the  raw  maleriali  there  would 
remain  forty  millions  annually  created  by 
labour  and  capitaL  I  would  ask  any  gen« 
tleman  whether  he  doubu  the  operatioi^ 
of  this  created  capital  in.  raising  agricul- 
tural produce,  so  as  to  produce  a  greater 
advantage  to  the  whole  agriculture  of  the 
kingdom  than  the  million  expected  to  be 
gained  by  the  flock-masters  by  the  free 
export  M  wool.  Nor  would  the  measure 
benefit  the  grower  of  fine  wool ;  it  is  lonlp 
or  combing  wool  alone  that  woald  find 
sale  in  the  foreign  marketa— the  sale  of 
which  would  deprive  us  of  the  benefit  of 
manufacturing  foreign  wool.  It  would 
happen  in  this  case  as  it  has  done  in  a 
very  recent  instance  r  a  duty  of  lOL  per 
ton  was  laid  on  rape-seed  to  benefit  the 
growers  of  thst  commodity ;  the  conse* 
qoence  has  been  that  SL  per  ton  has  beeft 
laid  by  the  Dutch  on  the  export  of  the 
cake  from  Holland,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk^ 
and  the  light  soils  in  Yorkshire  cannot 
now  obtam  rape-seed  cakes  at  a  price  they 
can  aifoid  to  uie  them.    The  free  export 
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of  wool  would  be  the  fignal  for  laying  a 
dulj[  OB  the  export  of  ctothing  wool  from 
foreign  countries.    It  ma^  be  contended 
that  all   that  b  wanted  is,  to  create  a 
greater  competition  in  our  home  market 
•v-as  it  isi  our  cloths  can  with  difficultv 
compete  with  those  manufactured  abroad. 
Thus,  if  the  roeasnre  had  its  desired  eSsct, 
it  would  totally  destroy  our  export  trade. 
VoWf  Sir,  on  the  former  discussion  there 
was  not  one  petition  from  the  growers  of 
long  or  combing  wool,  they  felt  they  were 
4UDpIy  paid  and  asked  no  more.    Were 
£ne  wool  alone  permitted  to  be  exported, 
not  a  pound  of  it  would  be  sold.    The 
Merino  wod,  which  is  the  general  growth 
4M  the  continent,  has  a  decided  preference 
^Tor  our  South  down,  and  unless  a  bounty 
iwaa  giTen  on  its  export,  the  measure 
would  be  Bu^ory •    it  is  asked,  why  grant 
a  free  trade  m  grain,  and  refuse  it  in  wool  ? 
The  answer  U  obvious— the  value  of  the 
former  cannot  be  augmented  by  the  ma- 
oo&cture  of  it,  while  that  of  the  latter  is 
ao  infinitely  increased,  and  cannot  be  ex- 
ported   without   taking  the  bread  from 
thousands.     Few  could  be    gainers  by 
auch   a   trade;    many  would  be  losers. 
Whence  arises  the  present  sufferings  of  the 
country  ?  Is  it  not  from  a  redundant  popu- 
lation, and  a  general  want  of  employment? 
The  obvious  tendency  of  this  measure  itf 
40  augment  the  universsl  sufferings  of  the 
people,  88  well  as  to  injure  every  farmer  in 
the  Ictngdpm,  who  would  lose  customers  for 
his  produce  to  a  great  amount.    Could  I 
for  one  moment  confine  my  views  of  ad- 
vantage solely  and  exclusively  to  the  in- 
jteresta  of  agriculture,  i  should  oppose  the 
meaaute.     But  short-sighted  must  that 
person  be,  who  is  not  fully  aware  that  the 
prosperity  of  agriculture  depends  on  the 
ft>urishinff  state  of  our  manufactories  and 
trade.    No  injury  can  be  inflicted  on  the 
one,  without  its  being  severely  felt  by  the 
ethers.    Anxious  to  promote  the  perma- 
nent interest  of  all  classes  of  the  empire, 
1  give  my  decided  opposition  to  the  pro- 
|MMed  measure. 

Mr.  DavUt  GUbert  was  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  a  very  great  hardship  if  the 
House  rejected  a  proposition  of  this  kind, 
which  was  merely  for  an  inquiry,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  allowing  a  particular  mono- 
pol  V  to  exist  any  longer.  On  this  ground, 
.without  pledging  himself  to  support  any 
/uture  measurei  he  would  vote  for  the 
laotion. 

Mr.  Shiffner  supported  the  motion  for 
«  committee»  as  he  was  well  aware  that  in- 
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finite  pains  had  been  takHi*  in  large  dis- 
tricts,  to  promote  the  growth  of  wool  fur 
our  manufactures,  whiiSi,  he  was  happy  to 
bear  from  a  noble  lord,  were  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition;  and  he  wished  the  wool 
growers  to  be  as  well  protected  in  procur- 
ing a  fair  price  for  the  article,  as  the 
owners  of  dl  other  commodities  were, 

Mr.  Hurt  DamM  said,  he  believed  there 
was  not  at  present  a  suSBctent  supply  of 
wool  in  the  market.  He  Jiad  obtained^ 
during  the  present  year,  as  an  agricul- 
turalist, SO  per  cent  more  for  his  wool 
than  what  he  had  been  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive. He  therefore  could  not  think  that 
there  was  any  ground  for  going  into  a 
committee. 

Mc  Holme  Sumner  thought  it  would 
be  most  unju^tt  to  the  wool-growers  if  the 
subject  was  not  examined-  In  the  com* 
mittee  of  1S16,  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  alluded,  the  proceedings  were  hurried 
forward  in  the  most  sununary  manner.  A 
number  of  individuals  had  complained  to 
him,  that  in  consequence  of  the  hasty 
manner  in  which  the  business  was  con- 
ducted, they  had  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  sentiments.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  statement  of  the  noble 
lord  was  correct,  when  he  said,  that,  in 
proportion  as  one  species  of  wool  was 
encouraged,  another  must  be  depreciated. 
There  were  two  descriptions  of  land  ap- 
plicable to  the  growth  of  different  kinds 
of  wool,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  alte- 
ration of  the  times,  considerable  quanti* 
ties  of  each  description  would  be  thrown 
out  of  cultivation,  and  would,  of  course, 
be  employed  in  pasture.  Differing  with 
the  noble  lord  in  the  idea  that  information 
upon  this  subject  would  be  injurious  io  the 
interests  of  the  persons  concenied  in  the 
trade,  he  really  did  hope  that,  considering 
that  the  question  bad  not  yet  had  a 
fair  investigation,  this  committee  would  be 
appointed.  It  was  quite  a  new  idea  to 
him,  that  a  fair  investigation  into  so  im- 
portant a  subject  as  this  would  be  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  ef  the  country. 

Mr.  Alderman  Attins  said,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  object  of  the  hon.  mover 
was,  to  admit  the  exportation  of  a  parti- 
cular sort  of  wool.  If  this  was  allowed, 
there  would  be  such  a  fluctuation  in  the 
price  as  must  materially  affect  the  manu- 
facturers. It  appeared  to  him,  that  if  the 
inquiry  was  agreed  to,  it  would  check  the 
importation  S[  wool  from  abroad.  This 
would  narrow  the  amount  of  manufac- 
.tures««  circtioMtaoce  which  ho  cooaiderad 
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extremely  dangeroua  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. 

Sir  James  Graham  flnid,  that  the  price 
of  wool  had  considerably  increased  since 
this  time  last  year.  No  new  petitions 
had  been  presented  to  the  House.  In- 
stead of  having  the  table  covered  with 
them,  only  one  had  been  brought  up. 
Under  these  circumstances,  would  they 
throw  the  manufacturing  districts  into 
confusion  and  alarm,  by  entering  upon 
such  an  inquiry?  If  gentlemen  looked 
to  the  end  of  the .  American  war,  they 
would  find  that  the  present  prices  of  wool 
were  five,  six,  or  seven  times  as  great  as 
they  then  were.  He  could  not  consent 
that  a  system  which  had  existed  for  near 
two  hundred  years,  and  which  had  been 
80  advantageous  to  our  manufactures, 
ahould  be  disturbed  ;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  House  would  pause  before  they  took 
the  first  step  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Frankland  Letois  said,  that  having 
been  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  committee 
of  1816,  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  express  his 
sentiments  upon  the  present  occasion.    If 
there  was  no  stronger  argument  in  favour 
of  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
than  that  the  committee  which  sat  two 
years  ago  to  investigate  the  same  subject 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  consider, 
had  made  no  inouiry  into  the  question, 
he  should  vote  tor  the  present  motion. 
It  could  not  be  denied,  that  the  present 
period  offered  a  very  favourable  oppor- 
tunity  for  the  investigation ;    and  he  con- 
ceived that  the  House  was  imperiously 
called  upon  to  appoint  the  committee. 
He  would  venture  to  say,  that  there  never 
was  a  question  which  had  been  attempted 
to  be  disposed  of  by  arguments  so  irrele- 
vant and  futile.     Was  it  to  be  maintained, 
that  the  appointment  or  non  appointment 
of  the  committee  was  to  depend  upon  the 
price  of  wool — whether  it  was  higher  or 
Jower  at  the  present  time  than  in  former 
years  ?     The  committee  would  have  other 
objects  for  its  consideration.    It  would 
have  to  ascertain  what  degree  of  increase 
of  price  the  agricultural  interest  had  been 
deprived  of  by  the  systenr  which  had  been 
adopted.    The  policy   of  the  mercantile 
syatem  had  been  to  have  a  free  export 
and  import  of  all  commodities ;    anc}  even 
a  free  export  of  corn,  one  of  the  first  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  had  been  allowed.     Why, 
then,  he  would  ask,  was  the  exportation 
of  wool  prohibited  in  all  times,  and  under 
•11  circumstances  i    In  some  trades  there 
was  but  a  siagle  monopoly  against  them, 


but  in  the  wool  trade  there  was  a  double 
monopoly.    The  wool-growers  were  com- 
pellea  to  sell  to  none  but  the  home  mano« 
facturers  of  wool,  and  to  buv  of  none  but 
those  same  manufacturers.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  having  the  privilege  of  selling  to 
as  wide  a  market  as  possible,  they  were 
confined    within    the    narrowest    limits. 
Was  it  fair,  to  put  one  class  of  indivi- 
duals in  so  advantageous,  and  the  other 
in  so  disadvantageous,  a  situation  i   If  the 
House  would  allow  the  committee  to  be 
appointed,  he  would  himself  undertake  to 
prove,  that  all  the  grounds  upon  which 
this  policy  of  prohibition  was  founded  in 
1660,  when  the  prohibition  was  complete, 
were  wholly  untenable.     Not  one  of  those 
arguments  then  brought  forward  in  favour 
of  the  measure  could  now  be  maintained  ; 
for  they  amounted  to  nothing  short  of 
this — that  Europe  could  not  manufacture 
cloth  without  tne  assistance  of  English 
wool.  He  woyild  also  prove  to  the  comnut- 
tee,  that  a  very  large  revenue  would  be 
raised  upon  the  exportation  of  wool ;  -and 
that  was  a  point  to  which  the  Hous^  ought 
peculiarly  to  attend.  As  large  a  sum  might 
be  raised  by  this  means  as  would  enable 
ministers  to  repeal  the  additional  duties 
on  leather.    This  was  one  of  the  benefits 
which  would  arise,  and  he  might  enu- 
merate others,  but  he  would  not  now  de- 
tain the  House.    He  conceived  that  he 
had  stated  ample   grounds  for  the  ap- 
pointment   of  the    committee,    and  he 
should  sit  down  with  declaring,  that  he 
should  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion. 

The  House  then  divided:  Ayes,  80; 
Noes,  85.  The  motion  was  consequently 
negatived. 
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Prince  Regent*8  Message  rb- 
spKcriNo  THE  Marriages  of  the 
Royal  Dukes.]  Mr.  WUberfwce  rose* 
and  inquired  of  the  noble  l«>rd  whether  he 
intended  to  proceed  immediately  to  move 
for  a  committee  on  the  Prince  Regent's 
Message ;  as  in  that  case  he  would  post- 
pone a  notice  of  his,  which  stood  for  that 
evening. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  propose  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Mes- 
sage should  be  read,  with  a  view  to 
the  postponement  of  it  [Cries  of  Hear, 
hear!]. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read* 
Lord  Castlereagh  moved,  That  the  com* 
mittee  be  deferred  till  to-morroir« 
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Mr.  Brougham  said,  when  he  had  taken 
the  liberty,  on  the  preceding  evening,  to 
move  for  the  insertion  of  a  few  moderate, 
and,  at  he  thought,  constitutional  expres- 
aions,  in  the  Address  to  the  throne,  the 
proposition  was  met,  by  diCFerent  sidea  of 
that  House — by  the  benches  opposite, 
and  by  his  hon.  friends  below  him,  to 
whose  authority  he  was  more  disposed  to 
bow— with  a  declaration,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  precedent.     His    hon.  friends 
agreed  with  him  in  principle,  and  were 
anxious  to  place  on  the  face  of  the  ad- 
dress, a  statement  of  the  necessity  oi 
economy  in  any  grant  that  might  be  made. 
They  said,  however,  they  could  not  adopt 
it,  merely  because  it  was  contrary  to  the 
received  practice  *in    such  cases.     Tlie 
precedent  usually  followed  in  addresses 
to  the  throne,  in  answer  to  royal  mes- 
sages, was  cited  against  his  proposition ; 
and  he  was    told  that   his  amendment 
€:oiild  not  be  agreed  to,  in  consequence 
of  the  principle    that    had  been    long 
adopted.    But  what  was  the  conduct  <n 
the  noble  lord  ?    He  now  came  down  to 
ihe  House,  and  deviated  from  all  prece- 
dent.    The  noble  lord  moved,  that  an 
t>rder  should  be  postponed  for  taking  into 
consideration,  on  the  day  on  which  the 
House  had  directed  it  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  a  message  from  the 
throne,  an  amendment  to  which  message 
proposed  yesterday  by  him,  was  nega- 
tived, merely  because  such  a  proceeding 
mm  unusual.      The  reason    why   those 
forms  were  necessary  was,  because  they 
were  founded  on  a  due  respect  to  the 
throne — becau«e  they  originated  in  that 
respectful  attention  which  was  owing  to 
«very  thing    that  proceeded  from    that 
•quarter,  whether  in  the  shape  of  a  speech 
or  of  a  message.     And  much  «ras  sacri- 
ficed in  debate,  and  in  consideration,  for 
the  purpose  of  coinciding  in  this  principle, 
and  showing  decorous  attention  to  com- 
munications of  this  nature.      This  was 
-evident — for  they  were  often  called  on 
promptly  to  deliver  their  opinion,  where 
delicate  and  critical  matters  would,  un^er 
other  circumstances,  have  called  for- deli- 
berate serious  investigation.    They  acted 
on  those  occasions,  thus  promptly,  be- 
cause the  business  came  recommended  in 
the  manner  to  which  be  had  alluded. 
The  plain  English  of  the  present  pro- 
ceeding was  too  obvious  to  allow  it  to 
jemaio    secret  for  one   second  to  any 
|>erson,  who  wished  to  discover  it.    A 
amhle  lordi  a  member  of  the  other  House, 


and  standing  at  the  head  of  his  majes- 
ty's councils^i— in  a  private  room— in  a 
manner  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution — in  a  wa^  which  was 
against  all  practice,  but  which  no  maOf 
even  if  the  practice  existed,  could  defend 
on  thai  ground — ^had  thought  fit  to  meet 
a  select  body  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  He  understood  the  party  con- 
sisted, in  general,  of  most  respectable 
country  gentlemen— •of  gentlemen,  whose 
liberality  of  conduct,  and  whoae  general 
tendency  of  principle,  to  support  govern- 
ment, where  they  could  at  all  support  it, 
were  perfectly  well  known  to  the  noble 
lord.  One  nr  two  of  those  gentlemen,  he 
had  been  informed,  were  not  of  the  de- 
scription he  had  stated.  An  honourable 
member  of  the  learned  profession  to 
which  he  was  attached  (Mr.  Wynn),  was, 
he  understood,  included  in  this  selection. 
This  looked,  as  if  the  noble  lord  felt  a 
doubt  upon  the  subject — this  appeared  as 
if  ministers  wished  to  feel  their  way  before 
they  came  to  a  decision.  Many  gentle- 
men were,  excluded  from  that  favoured 
body — but  why  that  principle  of  exclu- 
sion was  adopted,  afler  the  principle  of 
selection  had  been  acted  on  so  widely  aa 
he  had  stated,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive. There  was  a  full  attendance  of 
the  country  gentlemen,  who  were  much 
respected,  and  who  were  to  be  feared  by 
the  minister  on  account  of  their  weight. 
To  them  a  disclosure  of  a  most  delicate 
nature  was  made — a  disclosure  which  was 
refused  to  that  House,  when  first  that 
House  asked  it  [Hear,  hear !] .  If  such 
meetings  as  this  were  to  be  allowed— if 
parliament  was  to  be  silent  when  they 
heard  of  such  assemblies— it  was  a 
mockery  to  proceed  to  a  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  debate  might 
go  on— the  result  of  the  division  misht  be 
declared  by  the  Speaker  from  the  chair- 
but,  in  point  of  fact,  the  matter  would 
have  been  previously  settled  elsewhere-^ 
[Hear!].  How  settled?  By  private  meana 
—by  practising  on  members  of  that  House 
in  various  ways— which  he  had  constittt- 
tionally  speaking,  a  right  to  suspect  go- 
vernment of  a  wish  to  do,  when  they 
proceeded  in  such  a  course.  The  preli- 
minary debate  was  earned  on  in  silence; 
and  in  alienee  and  darkness  the  feelings 
of  particular  individuals  were  ascertain^. 
If  ministers  found  that  the  majority  waa 
so  commanding  that  they  were  sure  of 
carrying  their  measure,  the  House  would 
hear  nothing  naore  of  the  transaction^ 
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milefis  by  sbme  unaccoufitable  mistake, 
like  that  which  fortunately  occunred  yea- 
serday,  the  business  came  to  be  noticed. 
It  was  a  mockery  to  talk  of  legislation,  if 
such  private  debates  were  permitted. 
Not  having  had  an  opportunity  before  of 
fully  speaking  his  mind  on  Ibis  subject, 
be  now  rose  to  enter  his  protest  against 
Bfich  an  unconstitutional  practice.  He 
coidd  not  let  it  pass,  with  a  proper  regard 
to  the  discbarge  of  his  parliamentary 
duty.  But  it  seemed  lord  Liverpool  had 
Mistaken  the  sense  of  this  secret  meeting. 
The  astonishment  and  silence  of  the  par- 
ties assembled  at  it,  had,  somehow  or 
other  been  taken  for  assent  [Hear,  hear  I] 
But  no  sooner  had  those  gentlemen  come 
to  the  public  and  known  House  of  Com- 
mons, than  they  opened  their  mouths,  and, 
oneafVer  another,  thev  all  declared — what 
tended  to  the  no  small  confusion  of  minis- 
ters—>that  it  was  a  proposition  so  extrava- 
gant, that  they  could  not  possibly  concur 
m  it.  One  after  another  they  had  made 
this  declaration ;  and  although  a  certain 
right  hon.  friend  below  him  (Mr.  Tiemey) 
defied  any  one  of  them  to  state  that  he 
was  an  exception  to  this  rule,  not  one  of 
tbem  rose  in  his  place  and  said,  **  I 
agreed  in  the  proposition  made  at  the 
earl  of  Liverpoors — I  dissented  from  the 
independent  gentlemen  who  met  there.** 
But,  he  understood  other  meetings  had 
taken  place  there,  and  that  there  had  been 
more  reeling  of  pulses.  He  had  a  right 
to  believe  as  no  auspicious  result  at- 
tended the  first  meeting,  that  others 
would  be  sought.  And  now  another  de- 
lay was  required,  not  that  more  pulses 
might  be  felt,  but  that  arts  might  be  used, 
and  unconstitutional  practices  resorted  to, 
in  order  to  get  over  those  gentlemen, 
whose  honesty  stood  so  conspicuously 
recorded  by  their  conduct  last  night,  if 
the  House  passed  over  this  proceeding  of 
ministers,  they  would  tacitly  agree  in  the 
practices  of  the  noble  lord.  He  had 
called  on  the  House  to  sanction,  indirect* 
ly,  what  he!  knew  he  could  not  directly  I 
propose.  He  should,  therefore,  take  the  | 
liberty  of  moving,  if  the  motion  of  the 
noble  lord  were  dispoied  of  by  a  negative, 
which  he  could  not  help  believing  the 
House  would  have  the  virtue,  firmness, 
and  consistency,  to  give— he  would,  in 
that  event,  move  a  resolution,  so  constitu- 
tional in  its  nature,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
in  language  so  respectful  and  temperate 
towards  the  parties  out  of  doors,  whose  in- 
terests it  was  meant  to  touch,  as  would,  ha 
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doiibted  not,  meet  the  general  concur* 
rence  of  the  House* 

Lord  Castkrea^  said,  that  if  delibe<f 
rations  out  of  the  House*  previously  to 
the  submitting  of  any  proposition  to  the 
House,  were  to  be  prohibited,  this  would 
be  the  first  time  that  it  had  been  done. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  in 
the  habit  of  throwing  out  ideas  perfectly 
novel ;  but  he  apprehended,  if  he  wished^ 
to  prevent  communications  with  membeni 
out  of  the  IJouse  on 'any  propositiona 
which  mi^t  be  submitted  to  it,  he  would 
not  only  introduce  a  system  entirely  new» 
but  make  it  probable  that  the  propositiona 
would  not  be  proper  or  vise  in  themselves. 
He  must,  therefore,  enter  his  counter  pro« 
test  against  the  new  constitutional  doc« 
trine  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
as  impracticable,  unwise,  and  unconstitu^ 
tionai.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  if  the  motion  was 
postponed,  it  must  be  for  the  purpose  of 
practising  on  members.  I^  was  ascribing 
a  hi^h  degree  of  power  to  his  majesty'a 
ministers,  to  suppose  that  between  this 
day  and  to-morrow,  they  could  carry  on 
practices  which  would  make  converts  of 
those  who  had  already  marked  by  their 
votes  their  opinions  on  the  proposition 
which  was  to  be  made  to  them.  1  he  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  should  have  been 
induced  to  take  a  more  candid  view  of 
the  state  of  the  case ;  but  in  this  instancy 
he  had  only  followed  up  the  system  of 
vilifying  his  majesty's  ministers  ( who  bad 
nevertl^less  hitherto  possessed  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  Crown  and  of  parliament, 
and  who  would  always  endeavour  to  merit 
it),  and  of  running  down  the  existing* 
system,  to  substitute  some  novelty  in  its 
stead.  He  hoped  the  House  would  cod<* 
sent  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tha 
message  till  to-morrow,  and  he  shouidl 
then  state  the  reasons  which  had  actuated 
his  majesty's  ministers  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  proposition  which  they  should 
then  make,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  be  satisfied,  whetner  the  proposi- 
tiqp  was  adopted  or  not,  that  they  had 
done  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  dutyt 
not  only  to  the  Crown,  but  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  if  the  object  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  been,  as 
the  noble  lord  was  pleased  to  state,  to 
vilify  bis  mfljjesty's  ministers,  he  had  never 
knoMrn  any  gentleman  apply  greater  talenta 
to  so  needless  an  object;  for  never  did 
any  administration,  within  eight  and  fortv 
hours,  take  such  pains  to  Tilify  itael£    m 
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WM  indeed  a  most  uoneeettarr  tatk,  for 
never  did  any  men  Btand  in  Uie  face  oF 
the  world  in  a  more  contemptible  situa- 
tioQ  thao  the  present  mioisters.  He  UBcd 
llie  words  advisedly ;  for  he  knew  of  no 
other  words  in  the  English  language  by 
which  to  express  his  opinion  fairly.  The 
noble  lord  had  attributed  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  that  he  had  laid  it  down 
broadly,  that  aJl  previous  consultation  re- 
specting propositions  to  be  submitted  to 
the  House  was  unconstitutional*  His 
bon.and  learned  friend  had  never  said  any 
thing  so  absurd.  If  the  ministers  wished 
to  propose  a  measure  affecting  any  par- 
ticular branch  of  trade,  there  was  never 
in  idea  thai  it  would  be  improper  to  con- 
f alt  with  the  persons  connected  with  it* 
But  in  this  case  how  had  the  ministers 
aeted  with  respect  to  the  monarch,  the 
House,  and  the  cduntry?  On  Saturday 
every  thing  had  been  settled  with  his 
foyai  highness  the  Prince  Regent  as  to 
this  question*  It  was  determined  what 
was  the  fit  thing  to  be  proposed  to  parlia- 
ment. That  was  previous  to  the  meeting 
at  lord  LiverpooFs.  Then,  some  how  or 
other,  a  rumour  arose,  that'  this  proposi- 
tion, which  the  ministers  had  advised  the 
Prince  Regent  was  a  fit  one,  was  not  likely 
to  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  faithful  few  then  assembled  the  tried 
many  at  lord  Liverpool's,  to  submit  to 
them  the  proposition  which  they  had  be- 
fore advised  the  Prince  Regent  to  recom- 
mend. If  these  meetings  were  to  take 
place,  there  should  be  something  like  a 
gallery  in  lord  Liverpool's  room,  where 
those  who  had  not  the  fkvour  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  body  might  hear  the  de- 
bates* On  this  occasion,  however,  there 
was  no  debate.  It  was  a  Quaker's  meet- 
ing* The  noble  lord,  indeed,  made  a 
speech  of  considerable  length,  but  those 
who  were  assembled  said  nothing  to  him 
or  his  speech  either.  Scsrcely  had  they 
stepped  over  the  threshold,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  a  mutiny  had  broken  out 
lunong  the  minister's  troops,  and  they 
eame  here  manfully  to  declare  their  opi- 
nions* The  moment  these  selected  gen- 
tlemen found  themselves  in  the  air  of  this 
House,  which,  to  be  sure,  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent atmosphere  from  that  of  Fife 
House,  they,  one  after  the  other,  avowed 
their  dissent.  Now,  there  certainly  was 
no  man  more  disposed  to  give  these  gen- 
ttemen  credit  for  manly  principles,  sup- 
ported in  a  manly  manner,  t^  be  was. 


He  llierefore  would  give  them  their  meed 
of  applause,  whether  Whigs  or  Tories,  for 
maintaining  what  in  their  conscience  they 
felt  themselves  called  upon  to  avow.  Tb# 
result  of  all  this  was,  that  the  noble  lordf 
first  called  on  the  House  to  wait  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  now  he  found  it 
necessary  to  make  it  eight  and  forty« 
But  what  reason  had  been  given  for  thii 
delay }  None  at  all.  The  noble  lord  had 
merely  said,  *'  wait  till  to-morrow,  and  I 
will  tdi  you  why  you  should  postpoil^ 
till  to-morrow."  Tiie  real  truth  was,  dial 
he  had  to  go  and  seek  advice  amongst  the 
rest  of  his  colleagues ;  and  such  a  situi* 
tf  on  as  his  between  his  colleagues  and  the 
House  was  one  trulv  to  be  commiserated; 
In  that  meeting  (for  it  had  all  come  out 
since),  it  hsd  been  proposed  thdt  the 
duke  of  Clarence  should  receive  an  addi^ 
tional  income,  rendering  his  total  incomrf 
equal  to  40,000^,  with  an  outfit  of  20,0(M. 
The  duke  of  Kent  was  to  receive  12,000(L 
so  as  to  make  his  total  income  S0,000{* 
per  annum,  with  12,00M.  as  an  outfit  $ 
the  duke  of  Cumberland — [shontt  of 
Hear;  hear!] — was  to  receive  an  addi- 
tional 12,000^  per  annum,  making  his  in- 
come 90,000^.  with  an  outfit  of  13,00(V. ; 
and  the  duke  of  Cambridge's  income  was 
to  be  augmented  to  SO,0(X>/.  a  year  by  an 
additional  vote  of  12,000^.  a  year,  and 
12,00M.  as  an  ootftt,  making  a  toul  of 
116,000/.  to  be  granted  during  the  first 
^ear,  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  so 
ill  able  to  make  good  its  present  taxes. 
This,  if  he  had  not  been  grossly  misin- 
formed, was  the  substance  of  the  propo- 
sition which  had  been  brought  forwara  hi 
lord  Liverpoofs*  He  could  not  help  be- 
lieving that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  thought  the  advice  given  him  was 
peifectly  ri§^t,  and  such  as  should  bd 
acted  upon--tbat  the  ministers  imagined 
too,  that  these  illustrious  persons  could 
not  maintain  their  state  and  dignity  in 
the  situations  in  which  they  were  or  might 
be  placed,  here  or  in  foreign  countries,  on 
a  mord*  economical  scale.  But  after  ad- 
mitting all  this,  did  it  not  clearly  appear 
that  the  noble  lord  had  thus  incautioiislj 
advised  his  royal  master,  and  as  soon  as 
he  had  found  the  proposition  unpalatable, 
had  then  deserted  him  ?  Except  they  now 
abandoned  the  sums  proposed,  what  was 
the  object  of  their  puttine  off  the  discua- 
sion  ?  They  flattered  themselves  they 
might  now,  after  proposing  a  greater, 
propose  a  less  sum*  And  yet  such  men 
could  talk  the  other  eveaiDjg  of  bia  hon. 
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and  learned  friend's  motion  running  down 
and  destroying  the  system  of  administra- 
tion. Could  ihey  be  even  accused  of 
having  any  system  ?  Only  look  at  the 
bench  opposite,  and  see  if  any  thing  like 
system  can  proceed  from  such  a  strange, 
heterogeneous,  and  discordant  body  as 
that  bench  presents  [Hear,  hear!  and  a 
laugh.j  Their  only  system  was  this— 
«  try  one  thing,  and  if  that  won't  do,  try 
another."  He  must  say  he  felt  for  the 
situation  of  the  noble  lord  ;  he  had  much 
commiseration  for  one  who,  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  ministers,  had  assumed  a  cha- 
racter of  importance  and  responsibility, 
resembling  that  of  a  sovereign  rather  than 
a  minister.  When  he  found  that  noble 
individual  at  a  loss  in  the  House  to  know 
what  he  could  or  might  do,  with  reference 
to  the  wishes  of  others  not  in  that  House, 
he  anticipated  some  advantages  from  the 
delay,  and  hoped  the  longer  such  delay 
was,  the  more  the  noble  lord  would  mo- 
derate his  proposition.  So  far  was  even 
well.  He  should  wait  patiently  till  to- 
morrow. But  of  one  thing  he  was  con- 
vinced, that  nothing  would  satisfy  any 
honest  man  in  or  out  of  that  House,  or 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  except  an  abandonment  of  the 
proposition  altogether. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  he  was  surprised 
to  have  heard  so  much  last  night  respecting 
the  forms  of  proceeding  in  that  House, 
and  now  witnessing  nothing  but  attempts 
at  violating  all  order  and  precedent,  by 
the  very  parties  so  anxious  to  preserve  it 
last  night.  He  wished  to  know,  whether 
flUy  precedent  was  to  be  found  in  which 
an  order  for  taking  into  consideration  a 
message  from  the  Crown  was  discharged ; 
and,  if  there  was  any  such  precedent, 
ivhether  there  was  any  case  in  which  the 
order  had  been  discharged,  without  any 
reason  being  alleged. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  committee  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  with- 
out a  division. 

Pai  VATBLT  Stealing  in  Shops  Bill.] 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  having  moved,  that 
this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  proviiuons  of  the  bill, 
but  he  wished  the  terms  of  the  preamble 
to  be  changed.  The  preamble  sat  forth, 
that  this  bill  was  foumted  on.  the  principle 
that  extreme  aeverity  was  calculated  to 


obtain  impunity  for  crimes.  To  this  prin-*' 
ciple  he  did  not  object,  but  he  objected  to 
the  consequences  of  such  a  declaration  of 
it.  It  might  mislead  men  into  a  supposition 
that  pumshment  ought  to  be  proportioned 
to  the  precise  degree  of  moral  turpitude. 
He  contended,  that  severity  ought  to  re^ 
gard  not  only  the  moral  turpitude  of  the 
offender,  but  thepernicious  consequences 
of  his  offence.  There  were  crimes  which 
might  be  committed  with  a  degree  of 
moral  depravity,  far  short  of  that  which 
prompted  offences  of  a  venial  character^ 
but  which  on  account  of  the  consequences, 
merited,  next  to  murder,  the  greatest  of 
all  crimes,  the  severest  punishment.  The 
second  proposition,  on  which  he  founded 
his  opposition  to  the  preamble  was,  thai 
by  declaring  the  change  in  the  value  of 
money  to  be  a  reason  for  altering  the  law, 
it  pledged  the  House  to  alter  every  other 
act  that  was  connected  with  such  a  varia- 
ble commodity.  The  amendment  which 
he  now  proposed  went,  therefore,  not  ta 
affect  the  bill  itself,  but  to  restore  it  to  its 
original  and  limited  intention.  It  was, 
that  for  the  words  which  stated  that  the 
extreme  severity  of  punishment,  by  in- 
creasing the  difficulty  of  conviction,  af- 
forded impunity  to  crimes,  and  which 
made  the  cnange  in  the  value  of  money  a 
reason  for  altering  the  law,  should  be  sub- 
stituted, simply,  an  expression  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  the  law  as  at  present 
constituted.     [Hear,  hear!] 

Sir  Samud  Homilly  thought  the  objec- 
tions not  worthy  of  much  consideration, 
but   that    the    approbation  which   some 
members  on  the  other  side  had  expressed 
might  render  it  proper  to  offer  some  reply. 
He  could  not  acceae  to  the  amendment, 
because  it  would  f^xpunge  the  very  prin* 
ciple  which  made  tlie  bill  both  necessary 
and  proper./   His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
had  spoken  of  the  preamble  as  containing 
abstract  propositions.    What  he  had  ob- 
jected to  as  abtract  propositions  were  only 
the  result  of  observations  founded  on-  long 
experience.    There  was  an  indolence  of 
legislation  in  modern  times  which  suffered 
acts  to  be  passed  founded  on  no  distinct 
principle  at  all.    It  had  not  been  so  for* 
merly,  and  he  was  anxious  to  follow  the 
example  of  better  times,  and  to  conform 
to  a  more  reasonable  standard,  by  stating 
in  his  preamble  the  precise  character  of 
,  the  bill.     The  principle  now  objected  te 
j  was  the  very  foundation  of  the  bill.  **  Ex* 
I  treme  severity*' — ^he  begged  the  House 
L  would  attend  to  the  exprcssioa^**  exirevH 
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teTeriiyi  by  rendering  conviction  more 
diQcult,  arorded  impunity  to  crime." 
This  was  a  truth  of  universal  notoriety; 
It  was  well  known,  that  the  fear  of  the 
punishment  of  death  following  convictiov, 
Aad  often  prevented  prosecutions  for  pri*. 
Tately  stealing,  ano  had  thus  afforded 
entire  impunity  to  the  crime.  Instances 
were  so  numerous,  and  had  been  so  fre- 
quently stated,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  reference  to 
them.  But,  in  the  courts  of  justice^, 
cases  had  lately  occurred,  which  he  would 
mention,  mermy  for  the  sake  of  exempli- 
iication  of  thb  obvious  fact.  He  trusted, 
of  course,  to  the  authority  of  the  news- 
papers for  those  cases.  At  the  last  assizes 
m  the  coun^  of  Southampton,  a  man  was 
convicted  of  a  burglary.  A  servant  had 
broken  into  his  master  s  house,  and  taken 
property  to  a  considerable  amount.  On 
account  of  the  disproportionate  severity 
of  the  punishment,  applications  were  made 
to  the  secretary  of  state  for  a  mitigation 
4>f  the  sentence.  But  all  those  applica- 
tions were  unsuccessful,  and  the  criminal 
was  executed.  In  the  newspapers  the 
reason  assigned  for  the  failure  of  these  ap- 
plications was,  that  the  judges  had  come 
to  a  resolution,  that  all  servants  convicted 
of  stealing  from  their  roasters  should  suf-  j 
fer  death.  Whether  the  judges  had  come  ' 
Co  such  a  resolution  he  knew  not,  nor  did 
he  pretend  to  censure  them  if  they  had ; 
but  if  it  was  their  resolution,  it  ought  to 
be  declared  by  a  legislative  enactment, 
and  not  to  rest  on  a  private  agreement ; 
for  then  servants  would  clearly  see  their 
aitoation,  and  be  perhaps  deterred  from 
the  crime.  But  bis  object  was  to  point 
out  the  e&ct  of  such  proceedingw  on  the 
minds  of  juries.  In  the  last  Old  Bailey 
aessions,  a  person  of  the  name  of  Milwood 
was  tried  for  having  stolen  property  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  pounds  from 
liis  master.  The  evidence  was  conclusive, 
and  the  jury  convicted  him,  but  they 
found  him  guilty  of  stealing  to  the  value 
of  39  shilungs.  Could  any  roan  doubt 
thai  tbe  jury,  in  thu  case,  returned  such 
a  verdict  in  consequence  of  the  statement 
In  the  newspapers,  of  the  resolution  of 
the  judges  that  death  should  follow  upon 
a  verdict  of  guilty  of  stealing  to  the  value 
of  40Si  ?  He  dia  not  mean  to  blame  the 
imry,  although  he  could  not  adopt  the 
umguage  of  judge  Blackstone,  who  had 
prQuounced  such  verdicts,  "  piom  per- 
juries.** The  jury  were  driven  to  the 
dreadful  alternative  of  acting  in  opposi* 
(  VOL-  XXXVIII. ) 


tiott  to  the  awful  oath  they  had  taken,  or 
of  handing  over  a  fellow  being  to  thai 
last  puniiBhment,  for  a  crime  which  had. 
not  been  regularly  connected  with  sudi 
a  punishment.  With  thqse  facts  in  their 
faces,  could  iUey  pretend  to  say  that  the 
principle  was  not  both  msnifest  in  itself, 
and  an  imperative  reason  for  altering  the 
law  ?  As  to  the  second  ground  of  objec* 
tion,  could  any  one  pretend  that  5s»  was 
now  the  same  sua»  in  value  as  in  the  reign 
of  king  V^illiam?  Was  it  not  now  equal 
to  20».  or  at  least  to  lOf.  f  If  so,  the  pu- 
nishment of  death  for  ^.  now  Was  neces- 
sarily more  severe  than  the  act  contem- 
plated, since  it  was  applied  to  a  sum  not 
one  half  the  value  of  the  sum  to  which  the 
act  had  limited  it.  This  was  uodeuiably 
the  standard  assumed  in  the  act.  That' 
standard  being  changed  by  the  deprecia- 
tion of  money,  a  change  m  the  act  was 
necessary.  His  hon.  an^  learned  friend 
had  said,  that  if  the  House  acted  on  this 
principle  now,  it  would  pledge  them  to 
similar  conduct  on  all  similar  occasions. 
He  had  never  heard  it  urged  as  a  reason 
why  the  House  should  agree  lo  any  mea- 
sure, that  thev  had  sanctioned  the  princi- 
Cle  on  which  it  was  founded  in  the  pream- 
le  of  another  measure.  But  if  they 
were  90  pledged,  what  was  the  injury  ?  if 
there  was  any  other  act  on  this  principle; 
if  in  any  one  other  case  extreme  severity 
arose  from  the  same  changes,  why  not 
make  a  similar  alteration,  and  why  should 
not  the  House  be  pledged  t6  it  ?  On  these 
grounds  he  would  press  the  preamble  as 
It  now  stood. 

Mr.  JVilberfarce  gave  his  most  full  and 
cordial  support  to  the  measure  proposed 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  He 
thought  that  if  he  (Mr.  W.^  or  any  ofher 
member  had  any  thmg,.  witn  which  to  re- 
proach themselves,  it  was  their  not  having 
exerted  themselves  in  endeavouring  to 
render  the  penal  code  of  this  country  lesa' 
bloody  than  it  was  at  present.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  entire  penal  code  ought 
to  be  revised,  that  punishment  ought  to  be 
apportioned  to  the  crime,  and  that  their 
united  efforts  ought  to  tend  to  the  grand 
object  of  free  and  just  legislation-Uhat 
of  adopting  all  possible  means  of  prevent^ 
ing  crime,  and  of  checking  it  in  its  early 
stages.  The  hon*  member  hero  alludea 
to  the  veiy  great  success  with  which  a 
benevolent  and  truly  humane  lady,  Mrs* 
Fry,  had  exerted  herself  in  reforming  the 
numerous  dasB  of  femide  prisoners,  who 
have  been  from  time  to  time  in  Newgate. 
(E) 
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Such  an  exmnple  sbown  by  a  lady,  (night 
to  be  a  stimuhis  to  all  in  nrhose  power  it 
was  to  exert  them^lves  in  so  benerolent 
and  so  politic  an  object  as  that  of  impf  oV' 
ing  the  morals  of  the  lower  classes,  and 
of  reclaiming  those  who  were  but  partially 
acquainted  with  cHme.  What  had  been 
done  by  a  single  individual  was  an  indica- 
tion or  what  their  united  efforts  might 
accomplish.  He  hoped  the  statute  book 
would  be  looked  over,  and  that  such  alte- 
rations would  be  made  in  the  penai  code 
as  were  suited  to  the  present  traies,  and 
to  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy.  He 
was  sure  if  such  were  to  be  the  case,  that 
iro  member  in  th^  House  would  be  more 
desirous,  or  was  more  capable,  of  ren- 
dering every  assistance  in  the  attainment 
of  such  an  object,  than  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (the  attorney-generall, 
with  whom  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ 
on  the  question  before  the  House.  As 
the  law  now  stood  with  respect  to  the 
question  before  them,  life  was  made  a 
matter  of  gamblhig  speculation  with  the 
unfortunate  persons  who  were  driven, 
either  by  wtcKedness  or  by  want,  to  com- 
mit such  crimes.  The  chances  were  re- 
Sularly  calculated — the  probability  of  being 
etected,  the  probability  of  the  prosecutor 
coming  forward  against  them,  the  difficulty 
of  proof,  and  the  lenity  of  the  jury,  were 
all  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
chances  w6re  frequently  found  to  be  in 
their  favour,  tint  no  such  thing  would 
take  place  if  the  law  was  clearly  pointed 
out,  and  if  it  was  fully  understood  that 
such  an  offence  would  be  certainly  and 
invariably  punished  by  such  a  penalty. 
He  begged  pardon  for  detainmg  the 
fiouse  on  the  subject,  but  he  was  anxious 
to  express  his  sentibnents  on  so  important 
a  question,  and  he  felt  srat^fied  to  think 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  de- 
voted hi^  great  talents  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject,  M  he  knew  no  man  in 
the  country  more  capable  of  forming  a  Just 
estimate  of  the  grievance  sustained,  and 
of  the  remedy  to  be  adopted,  than  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  was. 

The  Amendment  was  then  put  and  ne- 
gatived ;  after  which  the  bill  was  passed. 
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PftiKcB  Rsgckt's  Messac^e  rsspect- 
IKG  THE  Marriages  oe  th%  RotAL 
biTKEs.]  Tlie  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
the  Prince  Regent*s  Message,  into  consf 
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deitttiofi,  being  moved,  birf  Riiyal  Higji* 
ness's  Message  was  again  relrol  by;  thir 
Clerk;  aflter wh!t:h. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  proposing  an  answer  an 
the  part  of  the  House  to  the  Message^ 
which  their  lordships  had  just  heotrd  read* 
The  noble  lord  Who  yesterday  moved  an' 
amendment  on  the  motion,  that  the  order 
be  discharged,  in  stating  his  objections  t» 
thtit  motion,  intimated;  that  if  the  addresa 
to  be  moved  was  such  a  one  as  he  pto^ 
posed,  containing  merely  an  assutance' 
that  their  lordships  would  concur  in 
making  a  suitable  arrangement  fof  the  m* 
tended  marriages,  it  would  meet  with  wof 
objection  from  him.  The  address  whit^ 
be  intended  to  move  would,  therefore,  be 
one  on  which  no  difference  of  opitiiofi 
could  be  expected.  It  would  not  pledge 
their  lordships  to  any  opinion,  dther  as  tO' 
the  whole,  or  as  to  any  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment. Its  purport  would  be  merely  to 
thank  his  royal  highness  the  PHncei 
Regent  for  tne  communication  he  half 
been  pleased  to  make,  and  to  express  the 
deposition  of  this  House  to  concur  ia 
making  a  suitable  provision  fbr  the  events 
contemplated  in  nie  message.  Thouch 
this  was  a  motion  which  he  might  be 
warranted  in  makhig,  wrthoot  any  pre* 
fatory  explanation  whatever,  yet  he  waa 
confident  that  there  were  no  recent  in* 
stances  of  such  an  address  being  proposed* 
in  which  it  had  not  been  expected  of  mi- 
nisters to  state  what  Wet'e  the  views  they 
entertained  oh  the  subject.  Some  ques- 
tions would  in  all  prob^ilHy  be  asked, 
and  it  was  to  be  expected  that  minisfetv 
would  be  called  upon  to  state  what  they 
intended  ultimately  to  propose.  Their 
lordships  were  aware,  however,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  practice  of  the  constltutfan, 
no  arrangement  which  miffht  be  made  on 
the  present  occasion  conid  be  proposed 
for  me  immediate  consideration  of  that 
House.  It  must  originate  elsewhere,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  the  executive  govern* 
ment  to  see  what  might  be  the  fhte  of  any 
proposition  which  mieht  be  made  in  fliat 
place.  It  might  undergo  modifications, 
or  it  might  be  rejected  entirely.  &at 
their  lordships  security  was,  that  it  nausH 
come  before  them  in  the  shspe  of  a  blU, 
on  which  they  would  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  finally  givine  their  decision.  Re 
might,  therefore,  rairly  consider  himself 
precluded  from  the  necessity  of  any  ex* 
planation ;  but  the  usual  practice.proved^ 
that  their  lordships  did  considei*  tnat  die 
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vibiilers  of  the  crown  otigbt  to  stale  the 
•ature  of  the  menBuro  whieh  it  was  ia* 
teoded  to  submit  in  the  other  House. 
Such  had  been  the  course  he  had  follow- 
ed some  years  ago,  and  in  the  year  1815i 
irhen  he  thought  k  necessary  to  gi?e  a 
full  explanatioB  of  the  intended  measure. 
If,  however,  there  vm  any  occasion  in 
wbioli  he  could  be  more  anxious  than 
mother  to  give  an  explanation  to  U^eir 
lordships  of  the  views  antert^ned  by  his 
majesty's  ounisters  on  a  measure  to  be 
oubaiitted  to  them,  the  preaent  was  that 
oocasioau    Whatever  differ ence  of  opinion 
might  arise«*whatever  might  be  the  result 
^f  the  propositions-he  should  ftel  that  he 
was  not  acting  a  candid  and  manly  part» 
if  he  did  not  come  forward  and  state,  not 
only  the  arrangement  his  mi^esty's  minia- 
ters  thought  it  their  duty  to  aavise,  but 
the  whole  of  the  grounds  on  which  it  had 
been  resolved  to  propose  that  arranffement. 
In  considering  the  ouestion  which  would 
hereafter  arise,  their  lordships  would  have 
to  look  at  the  nsture  of  the  caie  to  be 
provided  for.    They  (all  recollected  the 
^reat  and  deep  calamity  which  occurred 
m  November  iast«  in  the  death  of  her 
roval   highness  the  princess  Charlotte. 
After  the  first  ebullition  of  feeling  occa- 
aioaed   by  that   calamity«-*which   never 
could  be  mentioned  without  sensations  of 
pain  and  recret'— had  subsided,  the  great 
and   genenl   ^estion  which  every  one 
asked  hioselff  and  asked  hiB  neighbour, 
was,  bow  will  this  event  operate  on  the 
aoccession  to  the  crown?    This  was  a 
question  which  naturally  arose  from  the 
state  of  the  royal  family.    His  majesty, 
they  all  knew,  had  been  blessed  with  a 
numerous  issue;  but  it  was  singulsr  that, 
oC  the  twelve  living  descendeots   of  his 
niljestyt  seven  princes  and  five  princesses, 
the  youngest  prince  was  now  44  years  of 
age^  and  that  tliere  was  not  one  of  the 
priDoesses  under  40. — When  he  stated 
Ihis  circumstance,  and  that  there  was  at 
present  no  descendant  from  any  of  the 
narried  branches  of  the  faauly,  he  thought 
their  lordships  woold  not  think  it  unadvis- 
able  to  take  measures  to  guard  agaiMt 
nj  uafortunate  contingency  which  might 
nnse  with  regard  to  the  suocessioo.    Tlie 
aitoatioa  in  which  the  royal  fiunily  stood 
wkh  respect  to  issue,  must  surely  be  re« 
garded  as  an  object  to  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  executive  government  to  nay 
attentkm.  Their  lordships  mi^  reeollect 
that,  wlhe  speech  Aom  the  tifODe,  aft  the 

of  the  aessioo^  a  dsroat 


i^feienee  had  bofn  made  to  this  subject« 
Parliameat  was  then  informed,  tliat  the 
subject  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
executive  government;  and  in  the  addressee 
of  both  Houses,  thaDka  were  giyeo  for  the 
commuoicatioo,  and  satisfaction  expressed 
Uiat  attention  was  to  be  paid  to  so  im- 
portent  an  object.    Under  these  circum* 
stances  the  present  meesure  must  be  con* 
sidered  as  of  oo  common  staiap,  but  aa 
one  of  great  political   Expediency  and 
urgency.   T^^  lordships  had  heard  from 
the  messsge,  the  state  in  which  the  busi«> 
ness  now  remaioedt    It  annouaoed,  that 
two  mairif^^  were  in  the  course  of  nego« 
tiation :  at  the  same  time  it  was  to  be  un« 
dersfood,  that  other  cases  might  arise  to 
which  it  woidd  appear  iair  that  the  saaso 
principle  which  governed  the  arrangement 
for  these  two  marriages  ought  to  be  ap« 
plied.    He  thought  it  much  letter  to  look 
at  the  ease  in  a  general  point  of  view,  and 
to  consider  what  ought  to  be  done  on  the 
whole,  than  to  discuss  each  separate  case* 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  parliamenl 
were  not  to  consider  the  esses  separately, 
as  they  arose ;  but,  certainly,  each  sepa^* 
rate  case  would  come  more  conveniently 
under  the  view  of  the  House,  after  some 
seneral  principle  applicable  to  the  wholo 
had  been  adopted*    It  was  posaible  that, 
£br  the  eonvenience   of  toe   executive 
government,  another  course  might  have 
beea  preferable;  but  this,  to  which  ho 
had  recommended  the   laying    down   a 
general  principle,  was  certainly  the  most 
candid  both  towards  parliament  and  the 
couaUr^. 

Having  troubled  their  lordships  with 
this  general  view  of  the  subject,  be  should 
now  state  the  particular  measures  which  it 
had  been  thought  right  to  advise.  It  had 
been  proposed  to  grant  to  the  first  of  the 
princes  named  m  die  message,  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Clarence,  the  annual 
sum  of  19,50(M.,  which  would  mske  hie 
income  40,00(V.  a  year.  To  the  duke  of 
Cambridge  it  was  proposed  to  grant 
12,000/.,  which  would  raise  his  income  to 
80,000^.  The  grant  propoaed  to  be  made 
to  the  duke  of  Xent,  under  the  like  con* 
tmgemojf  was  jimilar.    In  making   this 

Eroposjlsoot  ^od  in  bringing  the  subieet 
efore  their  lordships,  he  fsit  it  would  bo 
his  duty  to  recoounend,  that  a.  cormp 
ponding  provision  should  be  made  for  tho 
duke  of  Cumberhmd.  What  he  had  said 
would  put  their  lordships  in  possession  of 
the  wMle  of  the  measure  whkah  he  had 
dmu^tit  Jiia  duty  to  feeoauneadi  and  hg 
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prioeey  under  the  circumttances  of  Am 
case.    The  meaBare  then  passed  with  the ' 
general  concurrence  of  ail  parties.    Oa 
tiiat  occasion  he  recollected  a  remarkable 
proposition  was  stated  by  Mr.  Fox  relative 
to  the  outfit)  and  which  had  been  acted 
upon  in  a  measure  adopted  a  few  years 
ago.    Mr.  Fox  urged  the   necessity  ot 
granting  a  sum  by  way  of  outfit ;  ana  ob« 
served,  that  if  it  was  not  given,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  illustrious  prince, 
considering    the  extraordinary  expensea 
he  roust  iacur,  to  avoid  embarrassments. 
This  proposition  was  approved  five  and 
twenty  years  ago ;  and  if  it  was  reasonable 
that  the  duke  of  York  should  be  then 
allowed  a  sum  for  outfit,  he  could  not 
think  it  unreasonable  to  apply  the  same 
principle  to  the  case  of  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence.   Their   lordships  recollected  the 
joy  which  had  been  manifested   on  the 
marriage  of  the  princess  Charlotte.    The 
sum  then  proposed  was  60,00M.,  and  no 
proposition  ever  experienced  greater  ap*- 
prooation.    He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
the    circumstances   were    precisely    the 
same.  There  certainly  was  a  very  evident 
distinction;  but  was  not  the  diffarence 
sufficiently  allowed  for  in  the  difference  of 
the   sum    which    had    been    proposed? 
There  had  been  another  case  or  royal 
marriage,  which  could  not  be  cited  as  a 
precedent,    as  no  application  had  been 
made  to  parliament  m  consequence  of  it; 
he  meant  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of 
Gloucester  and  the  princess  Mary.    No 
one  could  feel  more  respect  than  he  did 
for  the  motives  which  induced  those  illus* 
trious  persons  to  abstain  from  making  any 
application  to  parliament  on  their  union. 
But  in  recollecting  that  no  augmentation 
was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  income 
of  the  duke  of  Gloucester  on  that  occauont 
it  was  to  be  considered  that  th^  gtitera« 
ment,  in  acceding  to  the  views  of  that 
illustrious  individual,  woqjd  naturally  con- 
sider the  state  of  ihe  income  which  he 
would  enjoy  by  a  grant  of  parliament, 
thousli  not  made  on  the  occasion  of  the 
mamage.    Had  it  not  been  for  that  consi- 
deration, he  should  not  have  thought  that 
he  had  performed  his  duty  if  he  had  fiuled 
to  advise  the  illustrious  duke  to  consent 
to  an  application  to  parliament  for  an  in- 
crease of  income,    if  personal    feelings 
were  to  influence  his  conduct,  there  car* 
tainly  was  no  member  of  the  royal  family 
whose  interests  he  would  have  been  more 
desirous  of  promoting ;  but  it  was  hb  wish 
to  do  jostioe  to  all  by  acting  on  a  general 


had  now  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
it  had  been  thought  proper  to  propose  a 
difierence  in  the  sums  to  be  granted.    It 
appeared  to  him,    and  he  doubted  not 
would  so  appear  to  their  lerdriiips,  that 
tfie  case  of  the  duke  of  Clarence  would 
come  before  them  under  circumstances 
which  must  materially  distinguish  it  from 
^e  cases  of  his  royal  brothers.    He  did 
Bot  indeed  stand  in  the  situation  of  heir- 
apparent  to  the  throne;  but  he  was  the 
next  heir  after  the  Prince  Regent  and  the 
duke  of  York ;  and  looking  at  the  contin- 
gencies which  might  arise,  the  executive 
government  did  not  think  that  it  could 
be  regarded  as  unreasonable  to  follow  the 
precedent  of  1792,  when  the  duke  of  York 
was  married.     At  that  period  the  duke  of 
York  wan  not  nearer  to  the  crown  than 
the  duke  of  Clarence  is  now.    The  propo- 
ntion,  however,  which  was  then  submitted 
to  parliament  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was,  that  the 
income  of  the  duke  of  York,  including 
what  he  derived  from  his  regiment    of 
guards,  should  be  raised  to  40,000/.    At 
the  distance  of  twenty-five  years,  with  the 
difference  which  had  since  arisen  in  the 
value  of  mon^,  he  never  could  think  that 
a  proposition  to  grant  the  same  income,  | 
under  similar  circumstances,  to  the  duke 
of  Clarence,  was  unreasonable.    It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  ministers  were  fully 
justified  in   making  that  precedent    the 
foundation  of  the  measure  they  intended 
to  propose  to  parliament.    He  was  old 
enough  to  remember  the  proceeding  which 
took  place  in  parliament  on  the  marriage 
of  the  duke  of  York.    The  proposition 
then  made  by  governnient  did  not,  it  was 
true,   pass  altogether  without  objection, 
but  it  experienced  no  material  opposition. 
It  was  supported  not  only  by  the  great 
minister  whose  name  he  had  mentioned, 
but  by  another  great  statesman,  the  indi- 
sridual  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the 
opposition — he  meant  the  late  Mr.  Fox. 
The  only  question  that  produced  any  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Commons  was, 
how  far  it  was  proper  that  information 
should  be  given  respecting  the  revenues 
which  his  royal  highness  derived  from  the 
bishoprick  of  Osnaburgh.    The  call  for 
that  information  was  moat  powerfully  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  still  more  strongly 
combetted  by  Mr.  Fox»  who  statedbroadly, 
that  the  House  had  no  right  to  inquire 
into  what  income  the  duke  of  York  de- 
rived from  foreign  sources*   All  that  they 
had  to  consider  was,  what  was  fit  to  be 
jgiTon  by  a  British  pttliament  to  i  British 
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principle,  and  tlmt,  he  apprehended,  wai 
the  course  which  their  lordships  would  he 
inclined  to  approve.  It  was  known  to 
their  lordships  that  8,00M.  a  year  was  re- 
ceived  by  the  illustrious  persons  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund ;  so  that,  including 
the  income  of  the  princess  and  his  own, 
the  duke  of  Gloucester  had  28,000/.  a  year. 
This  certainly  was  not  more  than  was  re- 

auisite  to  support  the  rank  and  dignity  of 
be  illustrious  duke  and  his  royal  consort. 
The  income  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester, 
with  his  emoluments,  approximated  to 
that  which  had  been  proposed  for  the 
junior  dukes  of  the  royal  family;  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  proposition  to  give 
the  duke  of  Clarence  40,000^.,  and  the 
others  30,000^.,  could  be  regarded  as  an 
unreasonable  proportion. 

There  was  another  case  to  which  he 
had  to  call  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
shins— be  meant  that  of  the  duke  of  Cum- 
benand.  When  that  case  was  under  con- 
sideration, some  years  ago,  their  lordships 
liad  kgreed  to  an  address,  approving  the 
measure  recommended  in  the  message. 

After  the  other  House  had  concurred  in 
voting  a'  similar  address,  a  bill  was  mtro- 

dnced,  which  was,  however,   lost  in  its 

nress,  and  had  never  come  before  their 
ships.  Since  that  period  it  had  not 
been  thought  expedient  or  proper  to 
bring  this  case  again  under  the  consider- 
ation of  parliament.  But  when  the  cases 
of  the  other  princes  were  brought  under 
view,  there  could  be  no  ground  for  with- 
holding that  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 
What  reason  could  be  assigned  for  casting 
so  nnarked  a  stigma  on  that  illustrious  per- 
son ?  There  had  been  nothing  in  his  con- 
duct which  could  justify  such  a  neglect ; 
and  certainly  nothing  had  appeared  in  the 
conduct  of  the  illustrious  princess  his 
consort,^  since  she  had  been  m  this  coun- 
try, which  could  influence  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, or  account  for  the  decuion  which 
had  been  come  to  by  the  other  House  of 
parliament,  it  was,  therefore,  considered, 
that  a  proposition  for  increasing  the  duke 
of  Cumberland's  income,  in  the  same  pro< 
]iertion  as  that  of  the  other  princes, 
should  be  submitted  to  parliament.  But 
It  was  worthy  of  their  lordships  consider- 
ation, that  the  sum  proposed  to  be  voted 
would  not  long  continue  a  burthen.  Their 
lordshijps  were  aware  that  a  sum  had  been 
voted  tor  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  whidi  had  been  regu- 
lariy  applied  to  that  purpose.  The  whole 
of  these  debu  would  be  liquidated  in  the 


course  of  a  year  and  a  half,  or  two  years 
at  roost  In  consequence  of  that  liqui- 
dation, 50,000/.  a  year  would  be  saved, 
which,  with  the  10,000/.  that  had  already 
fidlen  in  by  the  lamented  death  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte,  would  morie  than  cover  the 
whole  of  the  additional  allowances  whidi 
it  had  been  proposed  to  grant.  This  state- 
ment, he  hoped,  would  prove  satisfactory 
to  those  who  bad  intimated  an  opinion, 
that  the  money  required  should  be  derived 
from  funds  now  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  royal  family. 

Various  circumstances  had  induced  him 
to  explain  thus  far  what  had  been  the  In- 
tention of  his  majesty's  government ;  but 
he  was  aware  that  impressions  and  feelings 
had  been  entertained  on  the  subject  which 
he  had  not  expected,  and  which  he  thought 
ought  not  to  have  been  entertained.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  shrink  front 
the  avowal  of  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 

Suestion.  He  had  done  what  he  consi- 
ered  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Prince 
Regent's  government.  Whatever  respon- 
sibuity  might  be  attached  to  the  measure, 
he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  all  the 
onus  of  that  responsibility  ought  to  fall 
upon  him.  He  had,  however,  now  stated 
wnat  were  the  feelings  of  the  illustrious 
persons  who  were  the  objects  of  the  mea- 
sure. It  was  not  their  wish,  in  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  country,  that  any 
proposition  should  be  urged  beyond  what 
might  be  considered  fair  and  just,  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament.  He  knew  not  in 
what  state  the  measure  might  come  from 
tlie  other  House ;  but  if  the  whole  pro- 
position should  not  be  approved  of— if  any 
modiflcations  did  take  place,  he  hoped  the 
measure  would  not  be  reduced  to  such  a 
state  as  to  induce  the  illustrious  perso- 
nages to  relinquish  their  intended  union, 
or  to  encounter  considerable  difficulty  or 
embarrassment,  if  they  persisted  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect.  After  having  given 
the  most  anxious  consideration  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  was  authorised  to  state,  that  the 
illustrious  person  first  named  in  the  mes- 
sage would  be  satisfied  with  about  one 
half  of  the  sum  which  had  originally  been 
proposed  to  be  given  him  by  the  executive 
government.  The  sums  proposed  for 
the  other  princes  would,  in  the  case  of  an 
arrangement  founded  on  this  principle 
being  adopted,  be  reduced  in  the  same 
proportion.  But  the  measure  would  come 
Defore  their  lordships  in  the  shspe  of  bills, 
when  the  details  could  be  more  conve- 
niently discusied.    The  noble  earl  con* 
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f;luded  wiUi  moving  an  address  in  the 
tern^  stated  in  the  conuneKK^ment  of  his 
91>^ch. 

Lord  King  was  persuaded    that   the 
whole  nution  would  concur  in  that  part  of 
the  address  which  expressed   the  good 
ivish^  oi the  House  for  the  royal  family; 
the  uoaoimity  with  wbich  the  throne  had 
l^n  approacked  on  the  marriage  of  the 
princess  Elizabeth  was  sufficient  evidence 
of  this  satisfaction  p^liament  felt  at  the 
^tabh'shmept  of  any  of  the  members  of 
the  illustrious  House  of  Brunswick.    His 
^probation  extended  to  all  parts  of  the 
aodressy  but  that  in  which  reference  was 
loade  to  the  sums  to  be  supplied;  and 
bere,  he  thought,  there  was  a  material 
Omissiony  which  be  should  endeavour  to 
aupply.    Jf  there  was  one  sentimeot  more 
geper^l  than  another  at  the  present  mo« 
ipi»eRt»  it  was  a  reluctance  to  add  to  the 
already  enormous  burthens  of  the  people ; 
and  on  this  account  it  had  been  regretted 
by  tba  great  majority  of  the  community, 
that    this    proposition    had    ever    been 
l^ought  forward.   Distressed  as  were  now 
nearly  all  classes^  he  thought  that  the 
Ifpuse  would  compromise  its  duty,  if  it 
consented  to  add  any  weight  to  the  load 
already  sustained.    The  noble  earl  had 
referred  to  the  case  of  the  marriage  of  the 
duke  of  York  in  179^»  and  had  cited  it  as 
a  precedent  in  favour  of  what  was  now 
suggested;  but  surely  he  had  forgotten 
what  fell  from  Mr.  Pitt  upon  that  occa- 
aioB,  when  he  said  .that  it  was  not  intended 
tluU  that  proceeding  should  be  considered 
a  warrant  for  a  similar  step  at  any  future 
time :  he  had  distinctly  guarded  it  from 
being  drawn  into  a  precedent ;  and  he  had 
9dded,  that  that  union  was  attended  with 
a  peculiar  larcumstanoe  not  existing  in 
other  cases,  nameljr,  the  important^  of  an 
alliance  with  Prussia  which  would  thereby 
be  effected^  and  be  bad  actually  moved 
that  the  treaty  with  that  monarchy  should 
be  re£^rrad  to  the  committee.    The  noble 
eari  had  also  aaidr  that  the  original  inten- 
tion was  to  have  proposed  to  parliament  ^ 
povision  in  amount  double  that  which  had 
pean  aowsumaated;  but  that,  even  re- 
duced as  it  had  been,  the  royal  personages 
whose  interests  were  especially  concerned 
did  not  wish  for  more  than  parliament 
held  it  consistent  with  its  duty  to  give* 
Surely  this  waa  not  the  rule  by  which  th4 
amount  ought  to  be  measured — the  proper 
criterion  waa  not  the  amount  the  wy^ 
dukes  were  willing  to  receives  but  tbeawB 
the  people  pould  i4fbrd|  or  were  YfM^g 


to  give.    In  a  (question  of  this  kind  it  waa 
the  duty  of  ministers  to  consult  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  nothing  should  be  done 
that  did  not  meet  with  the  genera)  con- 
sent of  the  nation  at  large,    n  the  object 
was  to  augment  the  love  and  respect  with 
which  these  illustrious  individuals  should 
be  regarded,  would  pot  that  love  and  that 
respect  be  diminiahad  by  a  disregard  of 
the  distresses  of  the  people,  whilo  atten^ 
tion  was  paid  to  the  demands  of  tfaMt 
princes?    The  delay  which   bad   taken 
place  had  certainly  been  productive  of  ao 
advantageous  alteration  of  tt)e  proposi^ 
tion.    Still,  however,  it  was  open  to  ob« 
jection,    and    the   impression    produced 
abroad  by  the  inconsiderate  statement  in 
the  first  instancci  would  not  be  reqooved 
by  the  change  that  had  been  made.    Hif 
lordship  therefore  proposed,  that,  at  the 
end  of  the  address  as  moved,  the  follow* 
ing  sentence  should  be  inserted;  "  But 
this  House  must  at  the  sanie  time  expresa 
its  confident  hope,  that  such  provisions 
as  are  necessary  may  be  made  without 
creating  the  necessity  of  laying .  any  addi* 
tional  burthens  upon  the  people." 

The  Marquis  of  Buchngham  aaidt  he 
could  not  come  to  the  consideratim  of 
this  question  without  considerable  pain— 
not  arising  from  the  duty  he  had  to  per* 
form,  but  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
House  had  been  called  upon  to  take  this 
subject  under  its  view.  The  difficulty 
arose  from  the  mode  in  which  the  matter 
had  been  brought  forward.  He  should, 
perhaps,  have  felt  no  objection  to  the 
terms  of  the  address,  but  for  circumstances 
which  had  now  become  perfectly  notorious : 
he  niight  otherwise  have  felt  that  decree 
of  confidence  in  ministers  as  to  beheve 
that  they  would  not  add,  without  imperi- 
ous necessity,  to  the  burthens  of  the 
people.  The  facts,  however,  to  which  he 
refierredp  and  which  had  been  referred  to 
by  the  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  Trea^ 
sury,  rendered  it  impossible  that  the 
House  slMHild  shut  its  eyes  to  the  real  ob- 
ject  of  this  proposition.  It  had  now  be- 
come matter  of  public  notpriety  and  discusr 
sion  vbat  the  ordinal  suggestion  was  in- 
tended to  have  been,  and  the  noble  earl 
b^d  stated  the  reasons  wb^  the  sum  in* 
tended  to  have  been  requured  had  been 
diminished.  If  no  new  burthens  were  to 
be  laid  unon  the  people  under  this  re- 
considered arrangement,  those  burthena 
woidd  have  beqn  necfssar;|r  bad  the  pro- 
poaal  b^en  n)i^  in  ka  origioal  foroB,  And 
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tfaikt  eren  the  more  moderate  demUhd  was 
not  enforced  from  those  who  were  unable 
to  comply.  If,  therefore,  so  large,  so  an- 
reasonabie  a  sum  was  to  have  been  claimed 
in  the  first  instance,  until  it  was  thought 
advisable,  from  the  general  repugnance  to 
the  proposition,  to  reduce  it,  it  unavoidablj 
induced  some  iealottsj  lest  even  the 
smaller  amount  snould  not  really  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  re- 
quired. He  was  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
allow  that  the  splendor  of  the  Crown 
ought  to  be  maintained:  it  ought  to  be 
supported  by  e^ery  means  compatible 
witn  the  resources  of  the  country ;  and  all 
he  hoped  was  (expressing  that  hope  by 
his  vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment)  that 
that  splendor  would  not  requh-e  that  any 
new  weight  should  be  added  to  that  which 
tie nationid ready  endured.  The  splendor 
of  the  Crown  Was  intimatel}  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  the  subject ;  and  for 
this  very  reason,  if  for  no  other,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  in  unison 
with  the  feelitigs  of  those  over  whofh  it 
presided  ;  the  moment  they  ceased  to  be 
so,  nothing  could  remain  to  the  people 
but  submission  to  power,  and  despair  of 
redress.  At  the  present  moment,  when 
tlie  load  of  taxes  was  so  onerotis,  it  surely 
was  not  too  much  for  parliament  to  ex- 
press its  hope,  that  the  splendor  of  the 
Crown  would  be  maintamed  without  a 
further  diminution  of  the  few  remaining 
comforts  of  the  people.  In  voting  for  the 
amendment,  therefore,  he  felt  that  he  was 
actine  in  a  manner  consonant  with  the 
duty  lie  owed  to  the  Crown,  and  the  dut^ 
he  owed  to  the  subject.  The  most  glori- 
ous splendor  of  the  Crown  was  derived 
firom  the  love  and  approbation  of  the  peo- 
ple* Regretting,  therefore,  that  ministers 
nad  ttot  been  more  advised  in  their  originid 
and  extravagant  suggestion,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  resort  to  the 
nation  at  large  fbr  any  new  supplies  to 
make  good  these  demands  fbr  the  younger 
branches  of  the  royal  fimrily,  he  should 
yote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowie  could  not 
allow  the  question  to  go  to  a  vote  without 
oftrhig  a  few  remkrks  upon  the  addhess 
kietf,  and  upon  the  particular  moment  at 
which  parliament  was  called  upon  to  vote 
hi  its  favour.  To  the  address,  in  its  present 
Amended  shape -*ameoded,  as  the  noble 
earl  confessed,  iti  conteqoence  of  the  hn- 
perious  call  of  public  opinion  thai  the 
aemaod  Aoald  at  least  be  r^uced««he 
did  not  fed  prepared  to  object.    He  ad- 


mitted that  the  alliances  of  the  vanous 
branches  of  the  royal  family  were  essen<' 
tially  connected  with  the  prosperir^  of 
the  country ;  and  he  was  willing,  therefore, 
to  acquiesce  In  a  provision  to  a  reasonable 
extent ;  for  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  provide  the  means  fbr  carrying  thMe 
alliances  into  eflfect.  In  doing  so,  how^ 
ever,  it  was  idle  to  say  that  reference 
should  only  be  had  to  the  splendor 
of  the  Crown,  without  .regard  to  the  fee!^ 
ings  or  to  the  opinions  of  the  people,  be^ 
cause,  upon  those  feelings  and  opinions; 
the  royal  family  were  more  dependent 
than  upon  any  revenues  it  might  at  presetit 
enjoy :  a  disregard  of  those  feelings  and 
opinions  had,  in  former  times,  put  to 
hazard  the  stability  of  the  throne  itself^ 
and  an  attention  to  them  had  hitherto  ct* 
mented  the  union  between  the  Hottse  ot 
Brunswick  and  those  over  whom  it  was 
appointed  to  govern.  The  attachment  of 
the  people  was  at  Once  the  highest  splen*- 
dor  and  the  greatest  security  of  th^ 
Crown,  and  there  was  no  matt  who  would 
not  devoutly  join  in  the  prayer  that  that 
attachment  might  long  continue  by  being 
long  deserved.  He  did  not  nofi  wish  to 
trouble  the  House  at  any  length  nftet 
what  he  had  said  upon  a  former  night  t 
but  he  eould  not  help  lamenting  the  hastf 
and  unadvised  course  ministers  had  pur* 
sued  upon  a  question  of  such  importance. 
Many  obiections  that  might  have  beeii 
urged  haci  been  obviated  by  the  mod^  of 
statement  adopted  by  the  noble  earl ;  but 
it  was  still  remarkable,  that  now,  for  the 
first  time  m  our  history,  two  royal  mSN 
riages  were  announced  m  the  same  mes*' 
sage :  it  would  certainly  have  been  more 
regular  and  more  convenient  if  they  had 
been  separately  conununicated  to  parlia- 
ment, that  the  advantages  or  disadvantages 
of  each  might  be  distinctly  wetglied, 
before  the  House  arrhred  at  any  conclu« 
sion.  The  noble  earl  had  however  inti^ 
mated,  that  each  case  would  stand  on  its 
own  merits,  and  that  they  could  be  sepa^ 
mtely  discussed  in  separate  bills,  and  it 
was  therefore  not  necessary  now  to  enter 
into  minute  particulars.«-He  was  prepared 
however  to  say,  that  provision  to  the  ex* 
tent  now  required,  ought  to  be  made ;  but 
at  the  time  he  made  tliis  declaration,  it 
was  fit  that  the  people,  who  had  cheer* 
fully  endured  so  many  distresses,  riioold 
be  assured  that  it  would  not  be  necessaiy 
for  them  to  sustain  any  new  privations, 
and  timt  means  existed  of  supplying  the 
needful  sums  withotit  resorting  to  new 
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and  opprestive  taxes.  When  noble  lords 
recollected  the  enormous  amount  of  the 
civil-list,  and  the  number  of  existing 
offices ;  above  all,  when  they  recollected 
the  unfortunate  calamity  which  some 
years  ago  had  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the^  regency,  with  all  its  expenses  (to 
which  he  had  at  that  time  offered  no  op* 
position),  they  would  be  extremely  un- 
willing to  grant  more  than  was  necessary, 
or  to  create  new  funds  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people.  When  the  prince  of  Wales 
was  appointed  Regent,  two  courts  were 
necessarily  established;  and  what  passed 
upon  that  event  was  now  matter  of  his- 
torical record.  The  distinguished  indivi- 
dual at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  Mr.  Perceval,  in  proposing  a 
committee  to  inouire  into  the  charges  to 
be  incurred,  haa  stated  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  a  court  not  only  in  London, 
but  at  Windsor — ^the  latter  in  the  hope 
which  all  indulged,  and  which  at  that 
period  it  would  have  been  unnatural  and 
unfeeling  to  hav6  abandoned,  that  the 
king's  recovery  might  be  speedy  and  com- 
plete— that  when  his  majesty  returned  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  faculties,  he  should 
be  surrounded  with  those  comforts,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  that  state  and 
splendor,  to  which  he  had  been  so  lone 
accustomed.  This  event  the  prime  mi- 
nister of  that  day  stated  as  probable ;  or, 
supposing  the  health  of  his  majesty  not  to 
be  so  completely  restored  as  to  enable 
him  to  return  to  the  functions  of  his  high 
office,  still  it  was  fit  that  he  should  not  be 
stripped  of  all  the  consolations  and  all  the 
oomu>rts  of  which  he  was  susceptible.  All 
men  concurred  in  this  proposition  in  the 
expectation  of  a  speedy  recovery ;  and  if 
any  such  hope  could  now  be  indulged,  he 
would  be  the  last  to  suggest  a  diminution 
of  the  vain  splendor  (for  it  was  now 
vain)  by  which  the  exalted  personage  to 
whom  he  referred  was  environed :  all  ex- 
sctation  of  the  re-establishment  of  the 
j*B  health  must,  however,  now  be  at  an 
end,  and  there  was,  consequently,  nothing 
to  justify  the  continuance  of  an  expense 
which  added  greatly  to  the  burthens  of  the 
people.  WiUi  perfect  respect,  therefore, 
to  tne  occupant  of  the  throne,  and  with 
every  regard  to  its  dignity  and  splendor 
in  this  monarchical  government,  he  hojped 
and  believed  that  atieast  something  might 
be  obtained  from  this  source  to  meet  the 
new  charges  of  which  the  House  had 
recently  oDtamed  intelligence.  If  adequate 
j[>rovision  could  not  tbinoa  be  procured^ 


some  useful  retrenchments  mightt  no 
doubt,  be  made  in  other  departments; 
and  if  at  the  present  moment,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  privations  of  the  nation  at 
large,  a  bill  was  in  progress  (as  lie  under- 
st<)od  the  fact  to  be)  to  deprive  the 
widows  of  officers  even  of  their  pensions, 
if  elsewhere  they  could  obtain  a  pittance 
for  their  support,  it  was  not  too  much  to 
expect  that  every  means  would  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  raise  the  money  now  re* 
quired,  before  any  resort  were  had  to  new 
and  oppressive  taxation.  He  did  not 
refer  to  this  measure  for  the  purpose  of 
invidious  distinction  or  comparison,  but 
merely  to  show  the  measures  of  extreme 
severity  to  which  ministers,  in  this  in* 
stance,  had  had  recourse.  He  was  per* 
suaded  that  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  made  as,  while  it  gave  satisfaction  to 
the  illustrious  persons  to  be  benefitted^ 
would  rejoice  the  people,  who  would  not 
be  injured  by  it.  The  marriage  of  any 
member  of  the  royal  family  ought  alwaya 
to  be  a  subject  of  joy  and  congratulation 
with  the  whole  nation ;  but  it  would  cease 
to  be  so,  if  upon  all  occasions  sach  an 
event  was  to  be  attended  with  new  and 

grievous  impositions.  On  these  grounds 
e  should  vote  for  the  amendment,  though 
generally  concurring  in  the  terms  of  the 
address,  and  more  especially  in  those 
parts  which  expressed  the  satisfaction  of 
the  House  at  these  alliances,  and  the 
attachment  it  should  ever  maintain  towards 
the  royal  family* 

Lord  Erskine  said,  that  though  he  con- 
curred in  much  that  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  marquis  who  had  just  taken  hisseat, 
he  did  not  think  that  the  present,  if  at  al]» 
was  the  proper  time  for  making  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  The  noble  marquis 
had  admitted  the  fitness  of  supporting  the 
dignity  and  splendor  of  the  throne,  and 
yet,  with  some  decree  of  inconsistency* 
he  had  recommended  that  its  illustrious 
and  venerable  occupant  should  be  stripped 
of  the  last  relics  of  royalty,  and  or  the 
last  comforts  of  age  and  infiirmity.  While 
the  House  was  employed  in  voting  sums 
for  the  support  of  the  younger  branches 
of  ^e  family,  the  noble  marquis  proposed 
that  the  aged  stock,  the  reverend  parent^ 
and  the  illustrious  head  of  a  royal  house, 
should  be  abandoned  under  his  numerous 
afflictions,  and  deprived  of  the  few  at- 
tendants which  his  calamity  rendered  even 
more  necessary.  ■  He  regretted  that  be 
was  under  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
the  friends  with  whom  he  usually  acted  s 
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but  hiB  ovTD  sense  of  duty  was  too  strong 
to  allow  him  to  vote  in  favour  of  the 
amendment.  No  man  could  lament  more 
deeply  than  he  did,  the  unfortunate  situa- 
tion of  the  country;  no  man  could  be 
more  conscious  of  its  distress,  or  more 
deeply  impressed  with  those  feelings 
which  the  contemplation  of  that  dbtress 
was  calculated  to  inspire,  nor  could  any 
one  be  more  alive  to  the  impolicy  and  in- 
justice of  adding  to  the  burthens  of  the 
people.  But  this  was  not  the  time  to 
take  any  measure,  or  express  any  opinion 
on  the  subject;  it  was  not  at  the  very 
moment  when  thev  were  providing  for 
the  branches  of  the*  royal  family,  that 
they  should  pledge  themselves  by  a  reso- 
lution to  prosecute  economy.  If  the 
words  of  the  address  bound  him  to  any 
thing  beyond  an  expression  of  respect, 
and  a  pledge  to  concur  in  granting  a  suit- 
able provision  for  those  members  of  the 
royal  family,  he  should  have  felt  it  his 
duty  to  resist  it;  but  the  address  con- 
tained nothing  more  than  an  assurance  of 
their  invariable  attachment  to  the  illus- 
trious house  of  Brunswick,  and  a  promise 
lo  a^ee  in  such  arranffements  as  were 
consutent  with  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
the  country.  It  was  the  duty  of  tlie  other 
House  of  parliament  to  malce  those  pro- 
visions, without  adding  to  the  burthens  of 
the  people,  if  it  was  possible.  If  the  no- 
ble lord  should  hereafter  move  an  address 
to  the  Crown  upon  the  subject  now  under 
consideration,  and  should  embody  in  that 
address  a  proposition,  which  tended  to 
increase  the  burthens  of  the  people,  then 
would  t»e  the  time  for  his  noble  friend  to 
move  an  amendment  such  as  the  present, 
but  this  was  not  the  occasion  on  which  it 
would  be  proper  to  agree  to  it. 

The  Duke  of  Athol  agreed,  that  the 
necessary  provision  should  be  made  with- 
out any  addition  to  the  burthens  of  the 
people,  but  he  thought  the  amendment 
introduced  a  subject  which  was  premature. 
With  regard  to  the  allusion  made  by  the 
noble  marquis  to  the  court  at  Windsor,  he 
believed  that  if  the  whole  island  was  polled 
over,  from  Plymouth  to  John  O'Groat's 
house,^  they  would  say,  to  a  man,  that 
they  did  not  desire  to  see  their  revered 
monarch  deprived  of  the  comforts  and 

Slendor  to  which  he  was  accustomed, 
e  should  vote  against  the  amendment, 
because  he  thought  it  unnecessary. 

Lord  RoUe  hoped  that  the  provisions 
/or  the  royal  dukes  could  be  made  without 
any  addition  to  the  taxes,  and  he  saw 
.  (VOL.  XXX VIII.) 


every  prospect  of  doing  so,  recollecting 
that  a  considerable  sum  had  become  dis- 
posable by  the  lamented  death  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte.  The  noble  marquis 
had  recommended  the  reduction  of  the 
establishment  of  the  king  at  Windsor :  to 
this  he  could  not  assent ;  for  as  his  ma- 
jesty had  been  gracious  to  him  in  prospe- 
rity, he  would  never  desert  him  in  ad- 
versity. 

Lord  De  Dunsianville  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  aniendment,  and  charged  ministers 
with  seeming  to  essiune  it  as  a  principle, 
that  when  money  was  once  granted  by 
parliament  for  a  specific  purpose,  it  was 
to  remain  as  a  perpetual  burthen  on  the 
public.  He  should  vote  for  the  amende 
ment,  as  he  wished  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood adverse  to  the  addition  of  any  ma- 
terial burthen. 

Lord  Holland^  after  observing  that  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Erskine)  objected  only 
to  the  time  at  which  the  amendment  was 
introduced,  contended  that  his  objection 
to  it  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.    'They 
said  there  was  nothing  in  the  address  that 
any  reasonable  man  could  object  to :  the 
noble  lords,  on  the  opposite  side,   con- 
tended* that  there  was  nothing   in   the 
amendment  that  could  be  objected  to,  or 
which  was  in  any  way  inconsistent  with 
the  address  proposed.     The  noble  earl 
who  spoke  at  the  beginning  of  the  debate 
had  taunted  him,  that  he  would  have  had  no 
objection  to  the  address  if  the  intention 
with  which  it  was  brought  forward  had 
not  been  expressed.     It    was    true   he 
should  not  have  objected  to  the  address  if 
no  intentions  had  been  stated  ;  but  afcei^ 
those  intentions  had  been  expressed,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  coupled  with  an 
exposition  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
House  meant  to  act.    To  such  an  address 
as  that  proposed  no  one   could    agree, 
unless  it  had  been  accompanied  by  the 
statement  of  the  noble  earl ;   but  even 
when  accompanied  with  that  statement, 
no  person  could   properly  assent   to   it 
without  explaining  at  the  same  time  the 
principle  on  which  he  modified  his  assent. 
It  was  not  to  the  address  that  he  objected, 
or  tbe  principle  on  which  it  was  proposed,' 
but  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state  in 
what  manner  that  assent  was  to  be  taken  ; 
and  he  put  it  to  their  locdships  whether 
it  would  not  be  a  more  fair  and  candid 
mode  of  proceeding,  at  once  to  define, 
and  limit  the  mode  in  which  they  granted 
their  assent,  than  to  agree  generally  to 
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the  address  when  it  was  first  proposed, 
aod    then,  when   anj  specific  plan  was 
brought  forward,  to  say  that  they  cotsM 
not  accede  to  it,  as  they  never  intended, 
by  giving  their  assent,  to  add  to  the  bur- 
thens of  the  country.    The  noble  lord 
who  commenced  the  debate  had  divided 
the  subject  brought  forward  into  three 
heads: — In  the  first  he  stated  the  usual 
course  of  proceeding  on  those  occasions ; 
in  the  second,   he  told  their    iordships 
what  his  own  intentions   had  originally 
been;  and  in  the   third,  what  he   now 
meant  to  propose  to  their  lordships,  with- 
out any  alteratioD  of  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  h»  first  inteation.    The  se« 
cond  of  these  statements  ought  to  weigh 
much  with  their  lordships,  because  it  ap- 
peared that  the  ghost  of  the  noble  loras 
original  intention  was  still  hovering  over 
the  whole  of  this  transaction,  and  that  his 
whole  speech  was  nothing  more  than  a 
defence  of  that  intention.    If,  then,  anv 
Boble  lord  should  yet  induce  their  lord- 
riiips  to  recur  to  the  original  iDtentioo  of 
ministers^  which,  for  anght  that  appeared, 
was  not  yet  totally  abandoned,  would  it 
not  be  much  more  open  and  manly  to  ex* 
press  the  ground  on  which  that  address 
was  voted,  namely,  that  if  even  the  sum 
of  40,000/.  per  annum  was  to  be  voted,  it 
could  only  be  in  some  mode  that  would 
fiot  add  to  the  burthens  of  the  people  I 
When,  therefore,  he  concurred  with  the 
address  that  had  been  proposed,  it  was 
not  on  the  ground  relied  on  by  the  noble 
earl.    He  concurred  with  the  address  only 
as  it  was  limited  and  explained  by  the 
amendment :  he  concurred  in  all  the  sen- 
timents expressed  in  the  original  address : 
but  he  wbhed  to  show  at  the  same  time  on 
what  reasons  his  concurrence  was  ground- 
ed.   It  was  unnecessary  to  say,  that  in 
attachment  to  the  throne,  in  attachment 
to  the  house  of  Brunswick,  which  was 
endeared  to  the  country  by  public  and 
private  virtues — endeared,  above  all,  by 
the  title  it  had  to  the  afiections  of  the 
people,  the  title  of  their  own  choice,  and 
not  by  an^  exploded  notions  that  seemed 
to  be  agam  springing  up  in  neighbouring 
countries,  under  the  name  of  legitimate 
right,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  state 
that  he  most  fully  concurred  in  every  at- 
tachment that  could  be  felt  for  that  illus- 
trious house.    To  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, who  had  so  long  enjoyed  prosperity 
under  that  fhmily,  any  alliances  that  ft 
thought  proper  to  make  ought  to  afibrd 
matter  of  coagratulation.    But  were  those 


alliances  to  be  made,  not  with  foreign 
princesses,  but  with  honourable  ladies, 
natives  of  this  land,  he  should  consider 
the  alliance  equally  a  subject  of  conert- 
tulation:  and  he  spoke  this  with  rem- 
ence  to  an  act  of  parliament,  commonly 
called  the   royal  marriage  act ;  an  act 
which  he  considered    an   extraordinary 
and  unwarrantable  innovation  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country,  and  which  be 
heartily  wished  to  see  repeided«    The  no- 
ble earl  himself,  in  speaking  of  the  htfe 
lamented  Princess  Charlotte,  had  pointed 
out  one  of  the  evH  effects  of  that  act.— - 
To  return,  however^  to  the  ooestlon  be- 
fore the  House-    He  acknowledged  that 
the  marriages  of  any  branch  of  nie  royal 
ftmily  afiwled  a  proper  sround  of  con- 
gratulation both  to  the  throne  and  the 
people,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  proper 
that  an  adequate  provision  shoold  be  made 
for  the  royal  progeny  that  might  arise. 
He  was,  therefore,  happy  to  hear,  that 
the  noble  earl  was  guidea  by  general  prin- 
ciplea  on  this  subject,  and  not  by  appli- 
cations made  to  any  particular  instance; 
that  upon  such  an  occasion  he  was  ac- 
tuated by  no  party  feeling  whatever ;  and 
he  hopea  that  the  noble  earl  thought  that 
that  side  of  the  House  would  be  guided 
by  the  same  general  principle,  and  would 
equally  abstam  from  ttie  indulgence  of  any 
party-reelinff.    He  was  satisfied  that  die 
snblect  ought  to  be  considered  onl]^  witfl 
a  view  to  general  principles,  and  with  no 
distinction  of  any  particular  indlviduaJ.  No 
branch  of  the  royal  fkmily  had  ever  been 
disaffected  towards  the  country ;  and  all 
were  in  their  respective  degrees  equally 
entitled  to  the  regard  of  the  people,    it 
was  on  that  ground,  he  thought,  that,  if 
any  of  the  burthens  of  the  people  were 
extended  for  the  marriaffe  ot  any  of  the 
royal  family,  the  provision  made  should 
include  all  the  branches,  and  each  to  the 
same  amount.    As  to  the  allusion  that 
had  been  made  by  the  noble  earl  to  the 
marriage  provision  made  for  the  duke  of 
York,  independently  of  any  income  he 
derived  from  a  bishopric  in  Germany,  on 
that  head  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
noble  eari,  and  thought  tnat  any  income 
or  advantjige  which  the  royal  flunily  pos- 
sessed firom  sources  not  m  Great  Britain, 
ought  not  to  be  considered  in  grants  or 
settlements  which  this  country  thought 
proper  to  make  upon  any  foreign  alliance. 
It  was  not  for  Great  Britain  to  portion 
its  princes  according  to  any  scale  of  ad- 
vantage they  might  derive  from  a  petty 
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Clncipality  ia  Germany.  Bat  here  he 
d  done  with  hui  admisMuns^  and  oeuld 
QQiicede  no  farther  to  the  noble  earl. 
Indeed,  he  had  afterwards  considered, 
that  through  the  whole  of  the  noble  earl's 

rchy  it  appeared,  that  when  the  ques* 
was  not  concerning  debts  to  be  paid, 
but  allowances  to  be  granted,  two  things 
were  always  to  be  looked  at--what  it 
was  fit  the  party  accepting  should  take, 
and  what  tuB  party  ottering  was  able  to 
give*  In  the  allowance  made  on  the  mar- 
riage of  the  duke  of  York,  the  nation  wa^ 
guided  both  by  the  comparative  prospe- 
rity of  the  country  at  that  time,  and  the 
importance  of  the  alliance  that  was  about 
to  be  entered  into.  Tlie  alliance  was 
great,  and  the  country  was  flourishing, 
with  all  the  blessings  of  peace.  Let  us 
look  at  the  present  alliance  contemplated, 
and  we  should  find  them  of  much  less 
importance  than  that  of  1792.  Let  us 
look  also  at  the  situation  of  the  country, 
and  see  what  that  situation  Was  after  all 
our  glorious  wars.  The  people  were  tied 
up  in  their  means  by  exorbitant  taxation, 
and  trampled  on  by  arbitrary  and  oppres- 
sive statutes,  suspending  their  rights  and 
silencing  their  complaints.  Even  in  tlie 
third  year  of  the  peace,  see  the  checks  on 
industry  and  prosperity,  and  the  distress 
occasioned  by  an  extravagant  system  of 
government;  and  then  grant  on  the  same 
principle  and  to  the  same  amount  as  in 
1792,  if  you  can.  A  noble  lord  near  him 
had  saicf,  that  it  was  useless  to  argue  on 
the  principle  of  the  amendment :  for  whe- 
ther it  were  adopted  or  not,  the  effect  of 
the  address  would  be  the  same;  but  the 
general  objection  to  the  adcbress  without 
the  amendment  was,  that  it  did  not  ex- 
press that  their  lordships  all  concurred  in 
wishing  to  add  nothing  to  the  burthens  of 
the  country.  His  noble  friend  would 
therefore  imserve,  that  the  amendment 
did  not  necessarily  pledge  the  House  to 
take  any  thing  from  the  Windsor  esta- 
blishment, but  to  prevent  the  ^ditional 
burthen  in  any  manner  they  could.  Now 
though  he  was  as  inclined  to  be  liberal  to 
the  royal  ftmtly  as  any  noble  lord  on  the 
opposite  side  could  be,  yet  when  reference 
was  had,  not  only  to  the  general  situation 
of  the  country,  but  to  the  general  sacri- 
fices made  by  the  people  to  their  govern- 
ment, it  wouid.be  found  that,  after  dismio- 
maft  from  our  consideration  all  that  was 
fma  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  aU  the 
espeocas  of  our  naval  and  military  estar 
Uishment«»  all  the  expenses  of  embassies^ 


and  matters  eonneeted  with  them,  there 
remained  for  the  siippcMrt  of  the  splendor 
of  the  Crown,  the  enormous  sum  of  one 
million  of  money.  Their  lordships  wonid 
recolleot,  that  when  the  French  assembly 
voted  a  sum  of  one  million  for  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  sovereign,  that  they  had 
done  it  under  a  mistaken  idea  of  onr  civil 
list,  which  at  that  time  did  not  amount  to 
such  a  sum.  Various  items  were  then 
liable  to  be  deducted  from  it,  but  it  did 
new  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of  one 
million.  As  to  the  expenses  of  the  Wind* 
sor  establishment,  a  noble  lord  on  the 
cross-bench  had  said,  that  he  should  be 
shocked  to  assent  to  any  thing  that  would 
in  the  slightest  degree  take  away  from 
the  comforts  of  our  afflicted  monarch; 
that  he  bad  participated  in  his  prosperity^ 
and  would  not  desert  him  in  his  adversity. 
Let  it  not  be  thought  that  noble  lords  on 
bis  side  of  the  House  had  any  wish  to 
diminish  his  comforts  in  the  slightest  par* 
ticular,  or  that  they  felt  any  hesitation  to 
accede  to  any  thing  which  could  in  realitjf 
contribute  to  those  comforts.  But  hm 
comforts  could  not  consist  in  expense,  or 
be  added  to  by  extravagance.  Indeed* 
such  a  course  was,  in  their  opinion,  an 
addition  of  mockery  to  affliction.  Thegr 
might  be  wrong,  but  let  it  not  be  imputed 
to  them  that  they  recomasended  any  mea* 
sure  tliat  had  a  tendency  to  diminish  tbe 
comforts  of  the  n>yal  sufferer.  But  ife 
might  be  said,  that  the  fund  he  alluded 
to  would  not  suffice  for  the  purposes  is 
view.  But  it  should  be  recoHected,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  re^cy,  60^000^  i| 
year  constituted  the  privy  purse.  It  waa 
thought  by  some  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  transfer  it  from  the  illustrious  person 
whose  affliction  they  sH  deplored,  to  bias 
who  was  invested  with  the  functions  o£ 
government.  The  objection  made  against 
It  was,  that  there  were  many  annuilien 
and  expenses  chargeable  en  the  fiiiid» 
which  could  not  be  explained,  bnt  ought 
to  be  provided  for.  The  Kberality  of  par« 
liament  induced  them  to  leave  the  wbolo 
untouched,  and  to  vote  an  addiUomd 
eo^OOOL  to  the  FIrince  Regent.  As  there 
was  no  demand  on  the  origsaal  60,000/. 
for  the  last  five  years,  with  the  exeeptkm 
of  the  charges  of  pbysidans,  the  sums  so 
due  most  have  been,  in  all  probabilitr, 
since  discharged.  With  respect  to  tho 
samag  that  the  country  would  soon  hanre 
in  the  cessation  of  the  50,00tf.  a-year 
that  was  now  allowed  for  the  pa3rment  of 
the  rriocoBegem'addbm^  ofahtbeargo* 
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ments  that  had  been  advanced,  none  was 
more  extraordinary  or  uotentible  than 
that  because  such  an  expenditure  had 
been  so  long  borne,  it  would  be  no  addi- 
tional burthen  to  support  it  for  a  perpe- 
tuity, when  it  was  originally  granted  to 
serve  a  purpose  that  would  be  accom- 
plished in  a  limited  number  of  years.  If 
9O0,0pOl,  a  year,  were  granted  for  the 
building  of  churches    during  a    limited 

Seriod,  it  would,  on  this  principle,  be  no 
urthen  or  hardship  on  the  people  to 
continue  the  grant  for  ever,  though  the 
churches  were  all  finished  within  the  spe- 
cified time.  He  was  persuaded  that  the 
royal  familv  itself  would  never  have 
proposed  that  such  request  should  be 
made  on  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  in 
question.  It  was  somewhat  surprising, 
that  the  noble  earl  had  spent  so  little  time 
in  detailing  or  explaining  the  motives  of 
his  newly -adopted  measure.  Their  lord- 
ships had,  no  doubt,  heard  that  it  had 
formerly  been  said,  that  there  was  some- 
thing behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
throne  itself.  So  it  had  been  said  there 
was  something  behind  the  Speaker's  chair 
greater  than  the  Speaker  himself;  and 
thus  it  appeared  that  &ere  was  some  au- 
thority on  which  the  noble  earl  acted, 
that  weighed  with  him  more  than  the  au- 
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the  difficulty  of  making  up  tlie  jcsily 
supplies,  they  would  see  that  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Crown,  while  advising  the 
House  to  add  to  the  comforts  of  the  royal 
family,  were  bound  to  accompany  that 
advice  with  the  expression  of  their  desire 
and  intention,  that  those  comforts  should 
be  provided  for  without  adding  to  die 
burthens  of  the  people.  When  they 
talked  of  the  splendor  of  the  Crown, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  an 
addition  to  that  splendor  to  see  the 
various  branches  oi  the  family  happily 
settled  and  advantageously  married. — But 
he  had  notions  concerning  the  splendor 
of  the  Crown  which  he  feared  were  a 
little  uncommon  in  that  House.  He  con- 
ceived that  that  splendor  was  not  in- 
creased by  pageantry  and  expense}  and 
that  it  would  appear  to  much  greater  ad- 
vantage, if  many  of  its  showy  appetidagea 
were  entirely  struck  ofi;  The  lord  cham- 
berlain's office,  and  all  the  expense  arising 
from  it  he  thought  highly  unsuitable  to 
the  times,  and  that  It  might  be  in  great* 
part  done  away,  without  any  diminution 
of  the  real  dignity  or  honour  of  the  reign- 
ing family. '  But  those  who  thought  in 
that  manner,  who  thought  that  if  the 
House  ought  to  add  to  the  splendor  of 
the  Crown  in  one  way,  they  might  do  so 


thority  of  parliament ;   for  the  noble  earl  >  without  taking  from  it  in  any  other;  such 
luaintained,  that  liis  original  opinion  was    persons  could  not  vote  for  the  addrdfts, 

proper,  and  yet  he  abandoned  it  on  some    i-i---i  t__^  —   _.._iri.  •__ • 

authority  that  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
ftame.  If  the  House  meant  to  act  with 
any  sincerity,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
adopt  the  amendment  that  had  been  pro- 
posed, and  the  noble  earl  at  the  heaa  of 
the  Treasury  must  himself  agree  to  it. 
But  the  noble  earl,  it  seemed,  had  not 
pUiyed  his  part  on  this  occasion  with  his 
usual  ability :  he  had  once  already  been 
taken  by  surprise,  and  was  now  risking 


unexplained  by  any  qualifying  proposi- 
tion. On  this  ground  he  voted  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  his  noble  friend* 
Their  lordships  well  knew,  that  if  any  bill 
came  from  the  Commons  on  this  subject, 
the  slightest  alteration  in  that  House 
would  be  fatal  to  it.  In  fairness,  then,  to 
the  House,  in  fairness  to  the  country,  in 
fairness  to  themselves,  they  were  bound  to. 
lay  down  the  {principles  on  which  they 
intended  to  act.     Those  principles  were 


another  surprise  in  another  quarter ;    for    partly  contained  in  the  amendment  that 


aorpri^  there  must  be,  if  after  an  address 
containing  general  and  unoualified  as- 
aorances,  objections  should  hereafter  be 
taken,  as  it  seemed  they  would  be,  to  pro- 
posals that  •  fell  within  the  general  lan- 
Oe  of  the  address.  With  regard,  in- 
I  to  die  propriety  of  making  some 
provision,  in  the  event  of  a  royal  marriage, 
He  entirely  concurred;  but  as  to  tiie 
amount  uf  that  provision,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  come  to  any  hasty  decision.  If 
their  lordships  took  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  country,  after  a  long  and  ex- 
pensive war,  the  eidiausted  state  of  our 
finances,  the  sacrifices  of  the  people,  and 


had  now  been  proposed,  and  it  only  re- 
mained for  their  lordships  to  say  whether 
or  no  they  would  express  the  principles 
on  which  they  intended  to  act.  This  was 
the  question  before  the  House :  it  was  a 
Question  of  high  importance,  and  he 
thought  it  not  possible  for  any  reasonable 
man  to  doubt  as  to  the  course  it  was 
proper  to  pursue. 

The  Earl  q£  Lauderdale  was  sorry  he 
could  not  support  the  amendment,  and 
wished  to  state  the  reasons  whv  he  found 
it  his  duty  not  to  vote  in  its  favour.  It 
bad  been  given  as  a  ground  for  support- 
ing it,  that  the  House  could  not  answer 
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i\M  the^  nob]e  earl  opposite  would  not 
revert  to  those  propositions,  the  intention 
of  laying  which  before  parliament  he  had 
at  present  abandoned.    If  there  was  any 
man  who  fancied  that  the  noble  lord  would 
revert  to  those  propositions,  he  would  say 
that  he  did  perfectly  right  in  voting  for 
the  amendment;    but,  for  his  part,   he 
could  not  understand  how  a  revenue  was  to 
be  voted  without  adding  to  the  burthens 
of  the  people.    The  noble  lord  near  him 
stated,  that  the  sum  of  money  at  present 
voted  for  the  sot ereign  might  be  applied 
to  the  purposes  for  which  money  was  re- 
quired; but  it  was  true,  that  if  that  sum 
was  applied  to  such  a  service  af^er  that 
application,  it  would  surely  be  added  to 
the  burthens  of  the  people.    If  there  was 
any  expense  laid  on  the  country,  it  was 
certainly  the  duty  of  his  noble  friends  so 
to  exert  themselves,    that    the.  country 
might  be  lightened  of  their  burthens;  but 
why  was  tnat  so  urged  at  this  precise 
period  ?  Why  had  he  not  heard  of  mo- 
tions for  the  discontinuance  of  such  ex- 
penses ?     If  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  be  discontinued,  they  should  have 
heard  of  some  proposition  to  that  effect 
before  that  time.    There  would  of  neces- 
sity be  burthens  upon  the  people.    It  was 
impossible  that  parliament  could  vote  a 
revenue  without  additional  burthens  on 
the  country.     It  was  the  wish  of  some 
noble  lords  that  part  of  the  money  that 
was  voted  for  the  sovereign  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  of  the  grant  to  the 
princes:  but  he  desired  his  noble  friend,  who 
nad  particularly  mentioned  that,  to  answer 
him  one  question-^would  that  appropria- 
tion be  preserving  the  people  from'  bur- 
thens ?    If  the  plan-  of  those  noble  lords 
were  to  be  pursued,  the  people  would  be 
as  much  taxed  to  pay  allowances  to  the 
princes,  as  they  would  if  taxes  were  laid 
on.    Till  he  could  understand  that  that 
was  not  the  case,  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment.    Without  that  were  so, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  amendment 
to  meet  his  concurrence.    It  was  not  pos- 
sible to  vote  a  sum  of  money,  without 
laying  a  burthen  on  the  people  to  that 
^^xtent.    It  was  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
"tier  of  parliament  to  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  save  the  people  unnecessary 
expense.    In  hiying  on  further  charges, 
it  might  be  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
rouse  parliament  to  peculiar  attention  on 
the  subject  that  had  been  introduced. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  need  at 
all  for  their  being  so  roused.    If  a  new 


charge  was  submitted,  they  would  be 
equally  raising  money  from  the  people  to 
bear  that  charge.  For  the  reasons  he 
had  stated  he  could  not  vote  with  the 
amendment. 

Earl  Grosvenor  was  rather  surprised  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  noble  earl  had 
stated  his  reasons  for  not  voting  with  the 
amendment.  He  had  heard  it  remarked, 
that  there  were  persons  who  found  a  diffi- 
culty in  perceivmg  that  two  and  two  made 
fouf.  He  could  not  help  supposing  that 
the  noble  earl  had  been  laliouring  under 
some  6uch  difficulty,  in  seating  that,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  add  a  considerable  sum 
to  the  burthens  of  the  country,  that  would 
not  be  an  additional  burthen.  The  noble 
earl  might  see,  that  in  the  reduction  of  the 
civil  list  by  50,000^.  or  60,000/.,  the 
country  wo^ld  be  relieved  to  the  amoimt 
of  that  sum.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
rejection  of  that  amendment  would  pro- 
duce a  bad  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  people.  While  it  was  their  duty  to 
maintain  the  proper  splendor  of  the 
Crown,  they  ought  to  be  anxious  to  re- 
lieve the  distresses  of  the  country.  Under 
all  circumstances  he  should  give  his  hearty 
assent  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived 
without  a  division,  and  the  original  motion 
for  the  Address  agreed  to* 
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St.  Pancras'  Poor  Bill.]  Mr* 
MdlUh  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
St.  Pancras  poor  bill ;  but  in  doing  sOy  be 
could  not  but  observe,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  by  no  means  met  his  approba- 
tion ;  still,  circumstanced  as  he  was,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  make  the  motion. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  the  present 
bill  was  quite  uncalled  for  and  unneces- 
sary. The  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  vested  by  an  act  passed  in  1806, 
with  the  management  of  the  poor  in  the  pa- 
rish of  St.  PancraSySofar  from  being  impro- 
per was  most  exemplary.  These  persona 
were  from  their  property  and  their  rank  in 
life,  the  most  interested  in  the  proper  nut- 
nagement  and  application  of  the  poor* 
rates.  If  the  plan  proposed  by  the  pre- 
sent bill  were  to  be  carried  into  eifectt 
they  would  have  every  year  a  repetition  of 
the  most  disgraceful  scenes  which  had 
latelv  occurred  in  the  election  of  a  church- 
warden,  which  lasted  two  days,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  tl^  pariah ;  and  when 
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a  scrutiny  was  demandedt  it  was  found 
that  persons  of  all  descriptions  had  been 
allowed  to  vote,  numbers  of  whom  bad 
not  a  shadow  of  right,  and  some  not 
even  resident  in  the  parish.  Feeling  a 
strong  conviction  that  the  greatest  bene- 
fits had  been  derived  to  the  parish  by  the 
measure  which  this  bill  was  intended  to 
subverts  he  should  noove  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time 
Ibis  day  six  months. 

Sir  Egerton  Brydges  contended,  that 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  the 

f  resent  bill  were  altogether  groundless. 
t  was  not  the  wish  of  those  who  advo- 
cated the  bill,  to  give  any  thing  like  a 
universality  of  suffrage ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  proposed  a  high  assessment  to  the. 
poor-rates  as  a  qualification  to  vote. 
Was  it  to  be  endured  that  those  who  bad 
the  raising  and  disposing  of  such  immense 
sunui  as  the  poor-rates  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Pancras  amounted  to,  should  have  the 
passing  of  their  own  accounts,  and  be 
subject  to  no  control  whatever  from  the 
parish?  The  provisions  of  th^  bill  of 
1805,  gave  a  certain  number  of  indivi- 
duals, who  had  the  power  of  filling  up 
vacancies  in  their  nuniber,  the  complete 
disposal  of  the  funds  of  the  parish,  with- 
out being  subject  to  anv  control  whatever. 
Such  was  the  distressecl  state  of  the  parish 
at  present,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary some  alteration  should  take  place  in 
the  system  of  management,  there  having 
been  taken  out  no  less  tlian  900  summon- 
ses in  the  course  of  last  year.  The  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  had  been  already  acted 
upon ;  for  an  act  exactly  similar  had  been 
passed  for  regulating  the  parish  of  St. 
Andrew's,  HoUuMrn.  It  was  improper  to 
throw  upoD  the  bill  the  odium  that  it  was 
democratical»and  tended  to  universal  suf- 
frage. He  hoped,  therefore,  diat  the 
House  would  suffer  it  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, in  order  that  both  parties  might 
bame  the  opportunity  of  telling  their  slory 
iriben  the  truth  would  unquestionably 
come  out. 

.  Mr.  Peter  Moore  most  heartily  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  which  had  been 
moved  by  the  hoo.  and  learned  solicitor 
general.  He  was  upon  the  committee  on 
the  last  bill,  and  was  well  acquainted  with 
most  ef  the  leading  gentlemen  in  the  p^ 
irisk.  The  resuk  of  that  act  had  pkmily 
proved  that  the  parochial  concena  could 
not  be  la  better  bands,  for  a  more  ho- 
nourable set  of  men  Uiau  the  board  of 
directors  did  not  a^f  where  exist 


Mr.  B^  opposed  thebill,  as  tending  to 
revive  the  cusorders  which  were  constantly 
taking  place  before  the  passing  of  the  act 
which  at  present  regulated  the  parish. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  he  would  also 
vote  for  the  amendment.  The  provisiona 
of  the  present  St.  Pancras  poor  act  were 
the  same  as  those  by  whica  the  parish  of 
Mary-le-Bone  had  been  governed  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  audit  was  impossi* 
ble  fiNT  any  parish  to  be  managed  in  a  better 
manner  than  the  latter.  If  the  present 
bill  was  suffered  to  pass,  the  parish  woidd 
be  in  as  bad  a  state  as  it  was  before  the 
act  of  1805,  when,  during  the  annual 
and  other  elections  for  parish  officers,  no 
respectable  person  could  venture  to  pass 
along  the  road.  He  hoped  the  genlle- 
men  of  the  parish  so  far  from  lessening 
the  powers  of  the  present  directors^  wotdd 

Eut  all  the  parochial  concerns  in  the  same 
ands  that  had  already  saved  them  several 
thousand  pounds. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  y>  be  read  a  second  time 
on  this  day  six  months. 

PaiNCK  ReOBNT's  MpSSAOB  RXSPXCT- 
ING    THB    MaBRIAGBS   QP   THB   RoTAli 

Dukes.]  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  the 
Order  of  the  day  fur  the  House  going 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  Prince  Regent's  Message.  The 
Speaker  having  left  the  chair,  the  House 
formed  itself  mto  a  Committee,  and  the 
Message  was  read. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  in  rising  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Prince 
Regent's  Message,  informing  the  House 
of  the  intended  marriages  o(  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and 
Cambridge,  and  recommending  to  them 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  ss  would 
enable  his  Royal  Highness  to  make  a  suit* 
able  provisioa  to  his  royal  brothers:  be 
was  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  be  insensible  to 
the  peculiar  difficulty  of  the  situation  ti| 
which  he  was  placed.  But,  if  at  any  tisoe 
the  doty  which  he  had  to  discharge  was 
one  of  difficulty,  certainly  the  House 
must  feelt  that  after  the  temper  which 
was  disclosed  by  them  in  the  course  of 
the  former  evenmg,  the  task  imposed  on 
him*ef  oaUing  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  message^  with  a  view  of  submiuiag 
to  them  what,  under  all  the  circumstaneea 
of  the  case»  his  majesty's  ministers  consi- 
dered a  suitable  allowance  to  tb<Nr  Royal 
Highnesses,  was»  in  point  of  difficulty. 
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greatly  iDcreased.  The  Hoose  must  i>e 
awarei  that  among  the  difficult  and  painful 
duties  which  the  senrants  of  the  Crown 
were  occasionallj  called  on  to  discharge, 
there  were  none  of  their  public  functions 
more  eminently  difficult  than  when  they 
had  to  call  on  the  House  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  a  special  provision  for  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  royal  family ;  be- 
cause, whatever  might  be  the  attachment 
of  the  House  to  the  family  on  the 
throne,  and  howeter  much  tney  might 
feel  their  own  honour  and  secunty  con- 
nected with  the  honour  andsecurity  of  that 
family,  yet  there  was  no  principle  more  in- 
terwoven in  the  natural  working  of  a  free 
constitution,  like  that  under  which  we  had 
the  happiness  to  live,  than  for  the  House 
always  to  look  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Crown  with  tnat  sort  of  jealousy 
which  was  almost  inseparable  from  their 
character  of  guardians  of  the  interests  of 
the  {>ttblic  To  propose  to  Uie  House  an 
additional  provision  to  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family,  and  augmenting 
the  public  burUieos  by  the  amount  of  sucm 

Srovision,  was  one  of  the  most  arduous 
aties  which  could  devolve  on  ministers ; 
send  the  House  would  feel,  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  this  daty  was  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  change  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  which  had  taken  place  at 
the  general  desire   and   solicitation,  as 
bein^  calculated  to  promote  the  public 
beneSt,  and  which  had  been  met  by  a 
correspondent  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown, — namely,  that  great  change  that 
had  been  in  the  former  part  of  the  present 
reign  effected  in  the  constitution  of  the 
country,  by  which  it  had  been  thought 
necessary  for  the  public  advantage,  that 
til  those  branches  of  revenue  which  were 
formerly  at  the  uncontrolled  disposal  of 
the  Crown,  should  be  surrendered  into 
the  hands  of  that  House,  to  be  admi- 
nistered for  the  public  benefit,*— a  change 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  royal 
£imi!y  to  come  to  parliament  in  all  the 
exigencies  which  might  arise,  and  demand 
8  specific  grant  from  the  public  to  meet 
those  exupencies.  ^  The  House  must  feel, 
that  in  former  times  this  question  could 
not  have  arisen— the  Crown  would  have 
made  a  suitable  provision  for  the  different 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  either  out 
of  the  hereditary  revenue,  or  out  of  the 
Other  branches  of  revenue  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Crown,  according  to  what  was  con- 
sidered the  exigencies  of  tbe  case,  with- 
out coming  to  parliament  for  assistance. 


He  was  not  stating  this  to  pariiament 
with  the  view  of  disposing  them  to  any 
unfair  purpose,  or  of  attempting  to  turn 
aside  the  House  from  whst  they  considered 
the  path  of  their  duty  ^nor  would  he  do 
so,  even  if  he  could  think  that  such  an 
attempt  would  succeed } ;  but  his  only  oh* 
ject  was  to  show  that  if  the  applications 
of  the  reigning  family  to  parliament  had 
been  more  frequent  than  from  those  who 
had  gone  before  them,  it  was  not  because 
they  were  more  improvident  than  their 
predecessors,  but  because  the  revenues 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Crown 
had  been  surrendered  to  that  House  on 
its  binding  itself  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  the  royal  family  trom  time  to  time,  as 
circumstances  might  require.  By  con- 
senting, therefore,  to  such  allowances  as 
the  situation  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  royal  family  might  require,  they  were 
only  discharging  that  duty  to  the  Crown 
which  a  just  view  of  the  interests  of  the 
country  prescribed  to  them.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  they  ought  not  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  misled  by  any  sug- 
gestion that  it  was  intended  to  do  more 
j  than  was  necessary,  nor  to  be  deterred  by 
any  public  clamour  from  doing  that  $o 
the  Crown  which,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  to  the  Crown  and  the  country,  they 
mignt  consider  to  be  just  and  necessary* 
He  hoped  the  members  who  had  formerly 
expressed  their  disinclination  to  the  mea- 
sure of  allowances  which  had  been  pro- 
posed, would  not  consider  themseiveir 
pledged  to  oppose  any  measure,  when 
adequate  reasons  were  adduced  for  its 
adoption.  He  was  not  surprised,  in  the 
present  posture  of  the  country,  hy  the 
indisposition  which  had  been  shown  to 
the  grant  of  money,  at  a  time  when  the 
practice  of  economy  was  indispensably 
necessary  to  be  resorted  to  for  the  ulti- 
mate security  of  the  country. 

After  what  had  passed  on  the  prelimi- 
nary discussion,  he  should  be  permitted 
to  point  out  with  more  minuteness  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  'to  make  the 
proposition  than  he  should  have  done,  but 
for  those  preceding  discussions.  He  as- 
sured the  gentlemen  opposite,  that  though 
he  differed  from  them  in  their  application 
of  the  principle  of  economy,  he  was 
equally  sensible  of  the  sacredness  of  the 
principle  itself.  He  was  willing  to  take 
into  account,  as  well  as  they,  not  only  the 
exigencfes  of  the  illustrious  indiviauals, 
but  the  burthened  state  of  the  people, 
after  an  expensive  war.   But  while  he  fully 
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admitted  this  principlei  he  was  confident 
the  committee  would  concur  with  him  in 
thinking,  that  some  further  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  those  illustrious 
princes  who  had  been  bred  in  the  country, 
m  the  event  of  their  marrying,  as  it  would 
be  felt  how  desirable  it  was  that  the  suc- 
cession should  be  continued  by  a  line  of 
British  princes,  and  that  no  necessity 
should  arise  for  placing  any  foreign  family 
on  the  throne.  No  principle  was  more 
clearly  acknowledged  in  the  House  than 
this ;  and  no  feeling  was  more  mixed  up 
with  the  late  calamitous  death  of  the 

Erincess  Charlotte,  than  the  consideration 
ow  the  succession  to  the  throne  could 
be  most  prudently  provided  for.    This 
had  been  the  most  anxious  wish  of  every 
good  subject.    If  the  House  had  not  been 
pledged  by  a  ptfragraph  in  the  Address  to 
the  Uirone,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  still  their  loyalty  to  the  family 
on  the  throne  would  lead  them  to  hope  to 
see  the  succession  secured  in  a  line  of 
British  princes,  and  he  could  not  con- 
ceive a  crime  of  a  more  deep  and  respon- 
sible die,  than  ministers  would  be  guilty 
of,  if  they  suffered  parliament  to  separate 
without  liaving  done  their  best  to  attain 
this  object.    With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  measures  which  occurred  to  their 
contemplation,  the  House  would  look  to 
the  state   in  which  the  succession  was 
placed.    They  had  the  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing  many  illustrious    individuals  within 
tills  country  in  the  nearest  degree  of  rela- 
tionship to  his  majetsy,  who,  born  and 
bred  in  this  country,  were  well  acquainted 
with  its  constitution,  its  customs,  and  its 
laws.    But  here  their  satisfaction  ceased. 
Of  the  twelve  children  of  bis  majesty, 
seven  were  sons,  and  five  daughters.   But 
not  one  of  them  had  a  child  to  present  a 
hope  of  direct  inheritance  of  the  throne* 
Though  the  hopes  of  securing  a  regular 
succession  were  not  closed,  all  the  mem» 
bert  of  the  royal  family  were  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  that  he  was  sure  neither 
the  legislature   nor  the  country  would 
wish  any  unnecessary  delay  to  take  place 
in  the  adoption  of  measures  calculated  to 
secure  so  desirable  an  object.    The  duke 
uf  Cambridge,  the  youngest  son,  was  now 
forty-five  years  of  age,  and  none  of  the 
princesses  were  under  forty.    To  excite 
some  of  the  members  of  the  royal  family 
to  marriage,  was  now  an  object  of  much 
importance  to  the  country;  and  those 
illustrioufl  personages  owed  it  to  them- 
selves, to  the  Crown,  and  t«  the  country. 


if  they  did  not  feel  that  from  some  cir- 
cumstances marriage  would  be  perfectly 
incompatible  with  their  own  comfort,  to 
look  forward  to  a  suitable  union,  that  the 
succession  mieht  not  be  endangered.  Oa 
public  grounds,  he  repeated,  it  was  the 
duty  of  his  majesty's  ministers  to  look  to 
alliances  of  the  royal  family.  A  single 
marriage  would  not  satisfy  the  anxiety  of 
the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  succes- 
sion,— tnough,  if  those  illustrious  indivi- 
duals were  less  advanced  in  life,  the  case 
would  be  different.  The  Prince  Regent, 
sensible  of  this,  had  made  offers  to  such 
of  his  royal  brothers  as  could  reconcile 
marriage  to  their  feelings.  He  had  done 
this  in  the  greatest  spirit  of  a&ction ; 
he  had  shown  no  preference  to  any  one 
of  those  illustrious  individuals  beyond  the 
other.  He  had  considered  that  the  people 
and  the  Crown  had  a  common  interest  iq 
the  succession,  and  he  had  offered  for 
such  as  should  enter  upon  marriages,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Crown,  to  propose  to 
parliament  to  make  such  a  provision  for 
them  as  would  be  consistent  with  public 
economy. 

He  should  feel  it  his  doty  to  himselfi  to 
his  colleagues,  and  to  the  House,  to  state 
without  the  slightest  disguise  what  tbey 
liad  originally  in  contemplation,  and  he 
should  follow  it  up  by  showing  what,  in 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
they  now  thousht  themselves  justified  in 
proposing.    In  looking  to  the  provision  to 
be  made  for  the  branches  of  tlie  royid 
family,  who  were  now  about  to  enter  into 
alliances,  the  ministers  felt  di£Bculty  from 
the  want  of  certain  data  to  proceed  on. 
The  first  propositions  had  been  modified 
as  far  as  was  thought  practicable,  con-> 
sistently  with  the  plan  which  had  been 
formed  for  carrying  the  marriages  into  ef- 
fect, without  degrading  the  individuals  or 
involving  them  in  embarrassments  at  the 
outset.    That  which  they  had  first  sug- 
gested, could  not  be  established  on  pre- 
cedent ;  but  the  precedents  which  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House  had  had 
much  influence  on  ministers,  while  con- 
sidering this  matter.    They  had  looked 
back  to  what  had  been  xlone  on  the  occa- 
sion of  royal  marriages  for  a  number  of 
years.    But  that  which  might  have  been 
a  suitable  provision  twenty  years  agOt 
would  be  found  so  inadequate  to  the  ex- 
penses of  a  royal  establishment  now,  that 
such  a  comparison  was  likely  rather  to 
mislead  than  properly  to  guide  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.    Th^  only  caaci  id 
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later  times,  was  that  of  the  princess  Char- 
lotte, who  had  60,000/.  a  year,  and 
60,000/.  outfit.  But  that  did  not  form 
any  standard ;  because,  though  her  royal 
highness  was  not  necessarily  the  direct 
auccesBor,  yet  she  had  been  so  long  in 
the  view  and  hopes  of  the  nation  in  that 
character,  that  the  people  were  led  to  re- 
*gard  and  treat  her  as  such.  The  provision 
which  was  made  was  therefore  liberal,  and 
calculated  to  lead  her  royal  highness  to 
confidence  and  attachment  towards  the 
nation  which  had  bestowed  it.  When  the 
dake  of  York  married  the  princess  of 
Prussia  in  1792,  the  chrcumstances  under 
which  that  provision  was  made  for  him, 
whieh  then  received  the  sanction  of  par- 
liament,  were  certainly  materially  dif- 
ferent from  those  under  which  it  was  now 
proposed  that  a  provision  for  a  royal  esta- 
blisnment  should  be  made.  The  illus- 
'trious  individual  in  whose  favour  that  pro- 
Tision  was  made,  was  then  distinguished 
-by  the  situation  in  which  he  stood  with 
respect  to  the  throne.  Yet,  on  no  prin- 
ciple of  reasoning  could  it  be  maintained, 
irot  he  was  then  as  near  the  Crown  as 
the  duke  of  Clarence  must  be  considered 
to  be  at  prcKcnt.  At  that  period  his  ma- 
jesty was  between  fifty  and  sixty,  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  under  thirty,  and  not 
fenarried.  Yet  for  the  duke  of  York  it  had 
been  thought  right  to  grant  a  provision 
which,  including  3,000/.  arising  from 
military  emcrfuments,  amounted  to  iO,0O0l. 
per  annum.  He  was  thus  recognized  by 
parliament  as  standing  very  near  to  the 
throne.  Now,  the  duke  of  York  having 
no  descendants,  and  the  Prince  Regent 
having  lost  the  only  child  with  which 
Frovidence  had  blessed  him,  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  according  to  all  the  calcu^ 
lations  of  probabilities,  was  at  present 
nearer  to  the  succession  to  the  throne, 
than  the  duke  of  York  was  in  1792. 

He  trusted  that  the  House,  taking  this 
into  consideration,  would  see  that  minis- 
ters, in  proposing  that  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence under  such  circumstances  should 
receive  what  parliament  had  given  to  the 
duke  of  York  twenty-six  years  ago,  when 
4he  value  of  moner  was  much  greater 
than  at  present,  had  treated  the  question 
as  one  purely  British,  and  had  been 
actuated-  by  no  motive  that  they  need 
hesitate  to  avow.  With  respect  to  the 
junior  branches  of  the  royal  family,  a 
greater  difficulty  existed,  for  ministers  had 
no  precise  guide  to  go  by,  as  they  had  in 
the  case  of  the  duke  of  Cfau'ence.    they, 
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however,  wished  to  keep  the  e^pensd 
within  the  narrowest  limits.  He  had  been 
unable  to  give  the  House  the  particulars 
of  what  was  intended  to  be  proposed,  till 
an  opportunity  arrived  for  explainine  the 
eonsideraeions  wfaieh  had  regulated  the 
conduct  of  ministers  in  deciding  on  the 
amount  of  the  provisions  which  they  had 
taken  upon  themselves  to  recommend. 
They  had  thought  it  would  be  right  to  add 
12,000/.  to  the  existing  income  of  such  of 
their  royal  highnesses  as  should  marry 
with  the  royal  consent,  by  which  their  in- 
come would  be  raised  from  18,000/.  to 
30,000/.  per  annum.  The  House,  in  look* 
in^  at  the  position  in  which  these  illus- 
tbous  personages  stood,  woukl  see  that 
there  was  a  marked  distinction  between 
their  situation,  living  uoraarried,  and  the 
situation  in  which  they  would  be  placed 
after  marriage,  exposed  as  they  would  be 
to  all  the  contingent  expenses  of  a  family. 
Out  of  the  12,000/.  proposed  ro  be  grahted, 
it  was  intended  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
duchess  of  York,  4,000/.  should  be  de- 
ducted and  settled  as  pin  money  on  the 
royal  brides.  He  would  then  appeal  to 
the  House,  if  an  addition  of  8,000/.  or 
9,000/.  to  the  incomes  of  the  royal  dukes 
were  not  necessary,  on  their  marriage,  to 
enable  them  to  live  in  a  manner  corre- 
sponding with  that  exalted  rank  to  which 
it  had  been  the  will  of  Providence  that 
they  should  be  born.  Such  an  augmenta- 
tion appeared  to  him  to  be  indispensable^ 
unless  the  allowances  of  the  illustriou# 
persons  were  placed  on  too  hiffh  a  scale 
before  their  marriage,  it  could  not  be 
thought  that  the  addition  whidi  had  been 
contemplated  was  too  great,  if  they  wished 
to  preaerve  them  from  the  greatest  cala 
mity  to  themselves  and  to  parliament— 
the  contracting  of  debts.  He  wpuld  put 
this  question  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country,  notwithstanding  the  irritation 
which  had  been  excited,  and  which  it  yas 
attempted  to  instil  into  the  public  mind, 
and  he  felt  confident  the  reasonableness 
of  the  proposition  could  not  be  denied^i 
it  could  not  but  be  known  that  there  was 
a  disposition  to  inflame  the  public  mind 
on  this  subject ;— but  he  would  ask  if  mi« 
Bisters  were  guilty  of  an  improvident  act 
in  proposing  an  addition  of  8,000/.  to  the 
incomes  of  the  royal  dukes  on  their  nuir- 
riage,  and  if,  without  such  an  augmenta- 
tion, though  wholly  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion, their  means  would  ne  sufficient  ta 
carry  them  and  their  families  on>  without 
incurring  the  reproach  of  being  in  d^bt  ? 
(G) 
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T&e  l^OOCW.  proposed  #a8  not  a  larger 
sum  than  appeared  ito  be  neoessary,  when 
H  was  remembered  that  4»00(V.  was  to  be 
deducted  as  aa  aliowance  for  their  illus* 
triouB  consorts.  The  case  of  the  duke 
and  duchess  df  Gloucester  every  one 
■earned  disposed  to  look  to  as  furnishing 
a  certain  criterion,  by  which  the  judg^ 
ikient  of  the  House  might  be  guided ;  but 
no  question  had  been  decid^  in  the  ab* 
atract  by  that  House*  which  came  exactly 
hmne  to  the  case  of  tiicse  illustrious  in* 
dividuals.  The  duke  of  Gloucester  mar^ 
ryiirg  a  princess  siready  endowed  by 
parliament,  it  ivas  tiot  diooght  neceiBary 
to  come  to  parliament  for  any  further 
pr^ision,  as  altogether,  the  kicome  of  Iris 
royal  highness  afm  his  illustrious  consort, 
amo«mted  to  28,000^,  independent  of  the 
military  emoluments  enjoyed  by  his  royd 
irighness.  It  had  not  appeared  to  minis- 
ters  that  it  wo«M  be  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  thmie,  and  with  the  spirit 
of  thie  proceedings  of  parliament  on 
aioiilar  occasions,  mibeiately  to  place  the 
•OAs  of  the  sovereign  in  a  atate  of  subor* 
dination  and  inferierity  to  the  nephew  of 
the  Crown  and  his  illastrioas  consort. 
When  it  was  considered,  that  the  grant 
10  the  prince  Leopold  was  10,000/. ;  that 
the  grant  to  the  duke  of  York  had  raised 
his  i3l(^aiice  to  40,000l<.  a  year,  in  1792 ; 
that  the  duke  and  dndiess  of  Gloucester 
enjoyed  since  tlieir  marriage  9Sfi00i.  a 
yeaN— they  felt  thai  they  coold  not  place 
the'allowarrces  ef  the  sons  of  the  king,  on 
%hom  the  hopes  of  succession  rested,  at 
less  than  30,000/.  a  year. 

He  had  now  eubraitted  the  reasons 
Which  had  influenced  the  Prince  Regent's 
liiinbters  in  their  view  of  the  sobiect. 
¥ifey  had  certainly  flattered  themselves, 
timt'thiB  proposition  would  be  adopted  b^ 
Hhe  Hottse  m  its  laigest  extent,  as  it 
Wofdd  have  been  pr^nAed  for  without 
thmwing  new  burthens  on  the  comtry. 
3*his  being  the  general  scale  of  the  allow- 
ances which  it  had  been  in  their  intention 
to  propose  for  all  the  married  sons  of  his 
majesty^  they  had  thboght  that  it  would 
liot  be  just  or  proper  to  make  an  ^loep- 
tion  in  the  case  or  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land. On  the  marriage  of  his  royal 
irighifess  a  proposal  for  a  grant  had  been 
aubmitted  to  parliament,  and  had  been  at 
fii^st  carried,  but  when  embodied  in  a  bill 
it  iMfcd  -been  n^tived.  Ministers  did  not, 
however,  think  that  the  opinion  of  iparlia- 
inefit,  on  that  occasion,  was  so  recorded 
in  to  form  an  obstacle  id  placing  his 


royal  htshness  on  the  same  footbg  as 
his  brothers*  There  were  fiadines  on 
the  proposition  at  that  time  which  pre« 
sented  serious  obstacles  to  the  grant* 
At  that  time  the  marriage  was  considered 
more  of  a  private  than  of  a  public  nature^ 
but  from  events  which  had  since  taken 
place,  it  had  assumed  a  public  character  { 
and  ministers  would  have  failed  in  their 
duty  bad  they  not  resolved  to  bring  the 
subject  again  befere  the  House.  They 
oould,  indeed,  take  no  odier  course  with- 
out resolving  to  act  on  the  principle  of 
perpetual  exclusion.  He  thought  the 
House  would  be  unwilling  to  force  that 
iHustrious  person  into  exile.  It  appeared 
but  just,  tnat  the  same  provisions  shonM 
be  made  for  him  as  for  the  junior  branohek 
of  the  royal  family.  The  whole  expeaae 
of  the  proposed  arrangement,  supposing 
the  duke  of  Kent  should  marryp  would 
amount  annaally  to  55,500/.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  give  the  duke  of  Clarence 
19,500/.  to  make  up  bis  income  iO^OOO/., 
and  to  give  the  dukes  of  Cumberland, 
Kent,  and  Cambridge  an  additional 
12,000/.  per  annum,  to  bring  np  their  in- 
comes 90,000/.  An  outfit  to  a  oermh 
ponding  amount  was  alsoio  be  proposed. 
No  part  of  the  arrangement  of  1799  had 
been  more  disapproved,  and  no  part  of 
that  of  1815  more  approved,  than  thai 
which  related  to  the  outfit ;  as  it  was  o^ 
bv  means  of  a  liberal  outfit  that  any 
chance  was  afibrded  to  the  royal  pav,  <if 
being  enabled  to  avoid  getting  in  debt. 
In  consequence  of  the  outfit  and  the  aU 
lowance  the  charge  created  in  Che  present 
year  would  have  been  IlOiOOOL  "Die 
permanent  annual  charge  would  have  been 
55,500/.  By  this  arrangement  no  new 
burthen  would  have  been  thrown  on  the 
country,  as  the  expense  would  have  been 
covered  by  /onds  which  had  been  esta- 
blished for  other  purposes.  On  this  hoar- 
ever  he  laid  no  stress.  Either  wty  it 
would  be  as  broad  as  it  was  long,  whether 
the  money  was  advanced  by  the  public, 
or  whether  he  intercepted  those  saving 
which  would  otherwise  go  into  their 
pocket  This  did  not  afiect  the  wisdom 
or  the  expediency  of  the  measure.  It 
however  did  appear,  that  this  expenae 
could  Ibe  met  by  the  falling  in  of  daiaw 
an  die  consolidated  fund,  which  either  had 
ahready  ceased,  or  which  would  be  teimi* 
nated  within  a  vety  limited  period.  In 
the  first  instance,  by  the  death  of  her 
royal  highness  the  Prioeesa  Charlotte, 
there  was  a  fidKng  in  of  lOiOOOL    The 
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fund  «et  t^vt  ftom  the  iacome  of  the 
IVinoe  of  Walef  for  the  liquidation  of  hit 
debtf  I  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  state, 
vould  in  the  ^oime  of  two  years  be  libe- 
Bated,  and  thus  SOfiOOL  would  be  annuallT 
applicable  to  odier  puiposes*  whi<m 
B0fiO0l*f  with  the  other  lOfiOOL  would 
have  covered  the  whole  expense  of  the  in- 
tended anangement  Bowing  with  all  de- 
ference to  the  feeling  whidi  had  been 
manifested  by  the  House  on  this  subject, 
ministers  were  still  of  opinion  it  was  their 
dn^  in  the  fizat  instance  to  act  as  they 
hadr  done*  teeing  the  arrangement  con- 
templated would  neither  have  thrown  any 
newDurthen  on  the  people,  nor  impoverish- 
ed the  consolidated  fond  more  than  it  had 
been  impoverished  before. 
•  He  had  now  to  state  the  outline  of  the 
plan,  which,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
H  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  submit 
to  the  House,  and  the  sources  from  whidi 
the  €hwcp$  of  it  were  to  be  met.  What- 
ever indignity  he  might  meet  with  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  for  proposing 
n  smaller  sum  than  it  was  in  the  first  in- 
atanee  meant  to  call  for,  he  should  never 
feel  the  course  he  was  taking  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  discharge — the  ho- 
nourable dischaige— of  his  duty.  Though 
he  allowed  that  the  man  who  gave  op 
any  poUic  principle  to  be  the  iostrnnent 
of  a  measure  whicn  he  could  not  approve, 
abdicated  both  his  character  and  his  dnty, 
liedidnotthink  the  reduction  of  the  amount 
ef  an  allowance,  in  deference  to  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  involved  any  abandonment 
of  pid>bc  psinciple.  He  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  the  aut^  of  a  minister  was,  to 
cettect  the  general  opinion,  and  to  bring 
the  fiMlings  to  a  common  parpose.  In 
makmg  an  arrangement  whicn  affected  the 
junior  brandies  of  the  royal  family  there 
was  a  marked  distinction,  as  he  had  before 
contended,  between  their  sKuation  as  nn- 
aaanried  men,  and  as  being  in  a  married 
state.  He  concenred,  m  the  arrangement 
made,  nothing  ought  to  be  deducted  from 
the  legidar  incomes  of  their  royal  high- 
nesses  in  consideration  of  any  emolu- 
ments which  th^  might  receive  pn^es- 
aionally.  Nor  did  he  think  that  either 
in  their  married  or  unmarried  sUte,  the 
income  of  the  roval  dukes  allowed  by 
pariiameot,  should  be  regulated  by  the 
Mms  whidi  they  derived  from  otJherquar- 
ters.  To  addpt  such  a  principle,  would 
be  to  deprive  the  (Mblic  of  all  benefit 
that  inight  be  derived  firom  thdr  tdenu, 
and  how  crud  the  situation  in  which 


they  would  be  placed,  die  common  mo* 
tives  of  life  taken  away  firom  them,  and 
they  compelled  to  fed  that  nothing  they 
might  accomplish  could  devate  them  to  a 
more  eminent  sitaation  I  Though  bom  to 
an  exalted  stadon,  they  were  dready  sub- 
jected to  some  cruel  privations,  disoualifi- 
cations,  and  [exemptions,  which  fell  on 
no  other  class  of  subjects.  Others,  firom 
the  exercise  of  their  tdents,  might  realise 
fortunes,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for 
their  descendants.  It  was  the  peculiar  lot 
of  the  members  of  the  royal  fisunily  to 
be  exempted  from  opportunities  of  esta* 
blishiog  independent  fortunes  for  them- 
selves or  their  posterity.  U  might  be 
wise  to  make  them  dependent  on  the 
regard  of  the  people;  but  ought  this  prin- 
ciole  to  be  pushed  to  the  extreme  length 
or  foriiidding  them,  under  any  drcum- 
stances,  to  endeavour  to  improve  their 
lot,  and  gain  an  addition  to  that  income 
which  was  granted  by  parliament  ^  The 
whole  of  the  royd  dukes  they  ought  to 
be  careful  to  treat  only  as  members  of  the 
royd  family.  They  ought  not  to  decide, 
from  the  persond  character  of  any  one  of 
them,  on  the  question  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  as  this  wodd  open  the  door 
to  endless  ddMtes,  equdlv  unpleasant  and 
improper,  on  the  perional  merits  of  indivi- 
duals. A  fiidse  impression  had  gone  abroad 
on  the  subject  of  the  emoluments  of  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  at  Hanover ;  and  aa 
hon.  member  had  wished  some  information 
as  to  thdr  amount  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houses  This  wu  that  which  could  not 
regulariy  be  given.  His  royd  highness 
was  exposed  to  much  misrepresentation 
in  this  particular;  but  he  could  state,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  character  of  hie 
ntoation  that  ov^t  to  deter  the  House 
from  showing  thehr  affection  and  thdr 
duty,  by  mdung  the  provision  fi>r  him 
that  would  be  proposed,  and  which,  he 
wodd  say,  common  justice  to  the  indt* 
vidud  required  them  to  grant.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  this  illustrious  duke 
had  no  intention  of  separating  himsdf 
from  this  country,  or  or  residiog  perma- 
nently abroad ;  nor  had  he  ever  any  suck 
intention,  for  the  whole  of  h»  establishment 
in  this  country  ramdned  during  the  time 
he  had  been  abroad,  exactly  on  the  same 
fi>oting  in  which  it  had  been  during  hia 
residence  in  this  country.  It  was  very 
important  for  the  House  to  keep  this  la 
view.  As  to  the  amount  of  the  emolu- 
ment of  this  royd  duke,  it  was  materid 
to  stale,  that  the  whole  of  his  royd 
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highoess's  pay,  as  head  of  the  army  in 
Hanover»  was  only  about  BfiQOl*  a  year* 
Beyond  this,  all  the  ojther  emoluments 
attached  to  that  situation  did  not  exceed 
700/.,  making  the  total  lunount  of  his  in- 
come derived  from  bis  situation  at  the 
head  of  the  army  in  Hanover  not  above 
6,000/.  a  year.  At  the  same  time  he  must 
contend,  that  a  temporary  employment 
abroad,  such  as  that  now  held  by  his 
royal  highness,  ooght  not  to  weigh  with 
the  House  in  making  a  provision  of  the 
kind  now  proposed,  and  ought  not  to 
preclude  the  House,  as  it  had  never  on 
any  former  occasion  precluded  the  House, 
from  making  a  provision  such  as  was  due 
to  the  son  of  a  king  of  Great  Britain.-^ 
Then,  as  to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  he 
had  110  revenue  but  that  granted  him  by 
parliament,  with  the  exception  of  his  pay 
as  an  admiral,  which  amounted  only  to 
1|100/.  a  year.  He  wished  it  to  be  un- 
dei^stood,  that  a)l  the  statements  which  he 
submitted  upon  this  subject  would  be 
substantiated  by  documents  which  it  was 
ineant,  in  due  time,  to  lay  before  the 
House.  With  respect  to  the  income  de« 
rived  fi  om  the  appointments  of  the  duke  of 
Kent,  the  returns  of  it  had  not  yet  been 
made  up.  But  still,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  aMcertained,  he  would  state  it.  That 
royal  dgke  had  the  government  of  Gibraltar 
And  a  regiment  of  infantry.  As  to  the 
J^ter,  a  regiment  of  infantry  was  not  very 
profitable  to  any  man ;  but  to  a  royal 
duke»  certainly  much  less  so  than  to  any 
other  person.  Hi«  government  and  his 
regiment  together  did  not  produce  his 
royal  highness  above  6»O0O/.  a  year. 
And  here  again  he  must  remark,  that  this 
.wfs  an  jncome  arising  from  casual  circum* 
Stances,  and  therefore  liable  to  the  same 
observation  which  he  had  before  made. 
But  with  regard  to  the  emoluments  which 
he  had  stated,  he  hoped  that  they  would 
not  »erve  t^o  exclude  the  royal  personages 
^Uuded  to  from  that  degree  of  liberality 
which  they  would  otherwise  experience 
from  the  House.  Such  a  proceeding 
would,  mdeed,  be  both  unjust  and  impo- 
jiitic ;  because  it  would  operate  injuriously, 
as  well  to  the  fair  claims  of  the  individuals 
of  the  royal  family,  as  to  the  interests  of 
the  public  service.  He  need  not  describe 
t]|ie  consequence  of  establishing  the  prin- 
ciple, th^it  any  ^um  obtained  by  a  member 
of  the  royal  family  from  any  public  ap- 
pointment should  operate  a  proportionate 
.reduction  in  .the  settled  reveni^e  of  that 
jmdividual.    Jtwaa  obviously  just  and  po- 


litic, that  the  monarch  should  have  the 
means  of  encouraging  the  exertion  of  his 
own  children,  as  well  as  that  of  other  io«» 
dividualsy  for  the  public  service ;  nothinsp, 
indeed,  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  witkr 
that  disposition,  which  was  at  once  conge-- 
nial  with  parental  feeling,  and  contributive 
to  the  public  benefit.  Those  who  had  the 
highest  interest  in  the  state  should  not  be 
deprived  of  their  due  reward  for  serving 
it ;  for  it  would  amount  to  a  sort  of  priva-* 
tion  to  allow  that  reward  to  form  a  ground 
for  diminishing  their  fair  claims  to  a  set* 
tied  revenue.  But,  to  return  to  the  case 
of  the  duke  of  Kent,  his  royal  highness, 
it  was  known,  was  much  longer  without 
his  proper  provision  than  any  other  rnero^ 
her  of  the  royfd  family.  His  royal  hiffh* 
neas  had  spent  fourteen  years  in  service 
abroad  in  various  colonies^  which  waa 
three  years  longer  than  any  other  member 
of  the  royal  family  had  served  abroad,  and 
six  years  ionger  than  some.  It  therefore 
could  not  be  thought  much,  if,  after  sucb 
a  period  of  service,  he  had  the  emolu* 
ments  of  the  government  of  Gibraltar, 
and  of  a  regiment  of  infantry.  It  would 
surely  be  foreign  to  the  feelings  of  the 
House  to  suppose,  that  to  a  proposal  for 
providing  a  suitable  income  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  royal  family  on  the  occasion 
of  his  marriage,  it  could  be  answered, 
that  the  proposal  would  not  be  acceded  io^ 
because  that  personage  for  whom  the  pro* 
vision  was  asked,  had  already  such  and 
such  casual  sources  of  revenue.  That  the 
produce  oi  such  appointments  should  form, 
any  reason  for  deducting  from  the  grant 
proper  to  be  made  to  the  members  of  the 
royal  family,  would,  in  his  view,  be  quite* 
as  unfair  as  to  make  ataff-allowances  a 
ground  for  such  deduction.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  feel,^  that  an  adequate 
provision  for  the  members  of  the  royal 
family  was  the  best  course  to  pursue,  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  those  illustrioua 
personages,  who,  for  the  public  interest^ 
should  idways  be  enabled  to  stand  high  in 
the  public  estimation,  from  contracting 
any  aebts. 

On  these  ((rounds  he  felt  confident  thai 
the  House,  m  deciding  on  what  would  be 
a  proper  provision  for  their  royal  high- 
nesses the  dukes  of  Kent  and  Cam* 
bridge,  would  not  consider  the  temporary 
addidon  to  their  revenue  which  they  at 
present  received  from  situations  now  held 
oy  them,  as  a  ground  for  making  that  pro- 
vision less  than  the  House  would  other- 
wise  think  suitable^     After  the  feelinga 
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which  had  already  disclosed  therosehes  in 
the  House  on  the  general  (^aestion,  his 
majestjf's  servants  had  felt  it  their  duty, 
in  fixing  the  amount  of  the  provision 
which  they  meant  to  propose,  to  do  so  on 
the  closest  possible  calculation,  and  on 
the  very  lowest  scale  consistent  with  jus- 
tice  to  their  royal  highnesses.  In  mak- 
ing this  estimate  ministers  had  not  merely 
acted  on  their  own  judgment ;  thev  had 
taken  the  advice  of  persons  who  had  that 
degree  of  experience  in  such  matters  which 
could  alone  give  weiglit  to  their  opinions, 
and  authority  to  their  information.  In 
tiddog  this  aavice  ministers  felt  they  were 
doing  that  which  was  an  indispensable  duty; 
for  it  must  be  allowed,  that  it  was  one  thing 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  a  private  fa- 
mily, and  a  very  different  thing  to  admi- 
nister the  a^m  of  a  royal  duxe.  Thev 
had  gone  into  the  subject  with  a  determi- 
nation to  form  their  judgment  on  a  most 
minute  view  of  the  case.  Having  formed 
an  estimate  on  these  principles,  and  on 
such  advice,  the  result  was,  that  while 
nothing  like  extravagance  should  be  tole- 
rated, it  was  indispensably  necessary,  to 
maintain  the  splendor  becoming  his  sta- 
tion ;  that  an  annual  provision  should  be 
made  for  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  in  addition  to  what  was  already 
granted,  of  12,000/.,  or  at  the  very  lowest 
10,000^  With  less  they  were  persuaded 
that  a  proper  establishment  for  his  royal 
highness  could  not  be  supported  without 
involving  him  in  debt,  which  was  the  very 
evil,  above  all  others,  which  the  House 
would  desire  to  provide  against.  Look* 
log  at  the  present  situation  of  his  royal 
higlmess,  they  felt  that  less  than  10,000^ 
would  be  absolutely  insuflGlcient  for  the 

furpose.  Therefore,  in  calling  upon  the 
louse  to  vote  such  a  sum,  he  felt  their 
decision  upon  it  would  be  equivalent  to 
deciding  whether  or  not  any  sum  at  all 
eu^t  to  be  voted.  For  the  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  (in 
ease  he  should  marry)  the  duke  of  Kent, 
the  very  lowest  sum  which  could  be  pro- 
posed was  6000^.  In  the  case  of  marriage, 
the  provision  for  the  wife  in  the  shape  of 
jointure  and  pin-money,  was  to  be  consi- 
dered. As  to  pin-money,  that  was  of  course 
to  be  allowed  oy  the  husband  from  bis  own 
means;  and  such  of  course  was  to  be  the 
ease  with  any  of  the  royal  dukes.  The 
l^-money  allowed  to  the  ducheas  of  York 
was  4,0002.  a  year;  in  the  case  of  the  duke 
of  Clarence  it  was  thought  it  could  not 
possibly  be  made  less  than  9|000{.    Wheo 


this  was  considered!  it  would  be  found 
that,  in  fact,  the  proposed  allowance  to 
the  duke  of  Clarence,  when  pin-monej 
was  deducted,  would  amount  to  no  mote 
than  7,000/.  a  year ;  while  the  grants  to 
the  other  princes  would  amount  to  only 
3,000^  a  year  each.  He  would  submit  to 
the  House  whether  any  smaller  sum  could 
be  proposed ;  and  he  could  assure  them, 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  had  gone  into 
the  subject  with  a  painful  desire  of  meet- 
ing the  wishes  of  the  House  as  far  as  waa 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  dig^ 
nity  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.  Ministers  had  not, 
however,  taken  into  account  that  which 
had  never  heretofore  been  regarded  by 
parliament  upon  cases  of  tins  naturct 
namely,  the  amount  of  the  revenues  de- 
rived by  our  princes  from  their  appoint* 
ments,  either  at  home,  or  under  any  fo* 
reign  prince,  and  particularly  a  prince  so 
closely  connected  with  this  country  as  the 
sovereign  of  Hanover.  If  the  House  felt 
interested  in  a  proper  proviston  with  a 
view  to  the  succession  to  the  Crown,  then 
he  waa  sure  it  must  be  allowed  that  thia 

I  provision  could  not  properly  be  fixed  at  a 
ower  rate.  The  succession  to  the  throne 
was  a  subject  in  which  the  House  and  the 
country  certainly  took  a  very  warm  in« 
terest ;  and  he  was  sure  that,  in  making* 
this  provision,  the  House  would  desire  to 
prevent  the  country  from  being  exposed 
to  the  risk  of  the  succession  devolving  on 
any  of  the  Houses  on  the  continent  con* 
nected  with  our  royal  family* 

He  had  now  opened  to  the  House  (and 
he  hoped  he  had  done  it  fairly)  all  that 
his  majesty's  government  onginally  in- 
tended— what  they  now  proposed,  and 
the  views  and  principles  on  which  they 
had  acted.  He  had  certainly  stated  all 
that  ministers  had  conceived  necessary  to 
describe  their  intention— that  intention  he 
bad,  indeed,  endeavoured  fully  to  explain, 
for  neither  himself  nor  his  colleanea 
wished  to  conceal  the  motives  upon  which 
they  acted.  They  did  not  indeed,  desire 
to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  pro* 
posing  to  place  the  sons  of  the  king  in  a 
proper  position  to  save  them  from  debt 
and  embarrassment— -to  enable  thom  to 
sustain  their  due  rank  in  society.  In  now 
proposing  the  additional  sum  of  6,0002.  for 
the  younger  sons,  he  only  asked  for  the 
same  provision  which  parliament  had  made . 
from  the  year  1767  till  1795  or  1796,  for 
his  rojral  nighnos  the  late  duke  of  Gloi»- 
cester,  whcwe  reyenue  during  that  time 
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WM  24,0002.  The  present  duke  of  Glou- 
cester bad  28,000/.  He  would  therefore 
put  it  to  the  House,  whether,  if  any  pro- 
yisioD  at  all  was  to  be  made,  it  could  be 
lower  than  that  proposed,  which  would 
make  the  total  amount  of  the  revenue  of 
these  royal  dukes  24,000^  a  year.  He 
must  aTow  to  the  House,  that  he  expe- 
rienced rery  great  pain,  not  merely  per- 
sonally, but  in  his  public  capacity,  in  pro- 
posing a  provision  on  this  scale,  for  he 
fell  that  ne  was  running  a  risk  that  he 
was  providing  an  income  too  low.  It  was 
certainly  pusned  to  the  very  lowest  point. 
Ministers  had  done  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  accommodate  their  views  to  the 
wishes  of  the  House,  and  to  render  their 
propositions  consonant  to  the  principles 
of  public  economy.  They  baa,  indeed, 
j^ured  down  the  allowances  to  be  proposed 
much  lower,  he  apprehended,  than  many 
members  might  be  disposed  to  approve. 
For  it  was  not  by  any  means  improbable 
that  several  respectable  individuals  might 
regard  the  proposed  addition  as  inade* 
ouate  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  proper 
oSgnity  of  the  princes  in  the  event  of  their 
marriage.  His  own  opinion  he  had  yield* 
ed  to  the  judgment  of  others,  for  whom  he 
entertained  the  highest  respect'.  But 
bavinff  stated  the  Tiews  of  nunisters,  he 
would  now  leave  the  whole  case  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  judgment  and  liberalitv 
of  the  House.  He  had,  however,  he  felt 
on  recollection,  omitted  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  jointure  proper  to  be  srant- 
ed  to  each  of  the  wives  of  the  pnnces. 
At  first  it  was  proposed  that  the  same 
jointure  should  be  provided  for  the  duchess 
of  Clarence  as  fi>r  the  duchess  of  York, 
viz.  8,000^.  It  was  now  proposed  to  make 
It  7,000^  for  the  duchess  ef  Ckrence,  and 
6,000/.  for  the  consorts  of  the  other  royal 
dukes.  The  proposal  now  was  that  we 
amount  of  the  proposed  provision,  added 
to  the  present  income  of  the  duke  of  Qa- 
renoet  should  make  his  revenue  in  the 
whole  28,000^.  instead  of  40,0002.  as  first 
proposed,  end  the  other  royal  dukes, 
2^000^  a  year,  instead  of  SOfiQOL  He 
did  not  recollect  that  there  was  an  v  thing 
else  which  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
ofer  te  the  House  ^m  this  occasion.  With 
thoe  observations  lie  would  submit  the 
proposal  to  the  House  once  more,  re- 
questing  them  to  consider  whether  by 
agreeing  So  it  they  would  not  take  the  beat 
means  of  providing  for  the  succession  to 
the  Ccown.  The  noble  lord  condoded  by 
movsig  the  Moising  resolutioii*^^'  That 


hb  Majesty  be  enabled  to  grant  an  addi- 
tional yearly  sum  of  money  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  exceed* 
ing  the  sum  of  6,0002.  to  make  a  suitable 
provision  for  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Clarence,  upon  his  marriage.*' 

Mr.  CharUs  Bardatf  said,  that  when  he 
saw  the  distress  which  prevailed  in  the 
country ;  when  he  perceived  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  raise  eleven  or  twelve  mil« 
lions  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  cur« 
rent  year ;  when  it  was  knowa  that  the 
Prince  Regent  had  given  up  50,000^  an- 
nually of  his  own  income ;  when  ministers 
themselves  had  made  sacrifices,  in  order 
to  lessen  the  general  burthens ;— when  he 
was  aware  of  tnese  circumstances,  he  could 
not  but  feel  convinced,  that  the  present 
time  was  a  most  improper  one  to  bring  for- 
ward such  a  motion  as  that  which  was 
now  before  the  House.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  noble  lord  had  altogether  put  the 

auestion,  as  to  the  sources  from  iHiich 
^ese  additional  grants  were  to  come,  in 
its  proper  light.  It  was  true,  that  no  ad- 
ditional burthen  might  be  placed  on  the 
country  iu  consequence  of  the  grants; 
but  it  was  also  true,  that  the  money  pro- 
posed to  be  80  applied,  would  be  a  saving 
to  the  country  of  so  much.  As  to  the 
comparison  which  had  been  made  of  the 
allowance  to  the  duke  of  York  in  1792, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  a  fair  one,  whether 
with  reference  to  the  esse  itself,  or  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  country 
was  placed  at  the  time.  Let  the  House 
but  look  at  the  state  in  which  the  country 
was  placed  at  that  period,  and,  comparing 
it  with  its  present  situation,  they  would 
see  from  the  comparison,  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  take  any  thing 
from  the  public  purse,  which  was  not  in- 
dispensably necessary.  The  duke  of  Cla- 
rence did  not,  in  his  opinion,  stand  in  a 
situation  that  entitled  him  to  a  greater  al- 
lowance than  the  junior  branches  of  the 
royal  family.  Supposing  that,  after  re* 
ceiving  this  provision,  and  entering  into 
the  marriage  state,  his  royal  highness  had 
no  issue,  there  would  then  be  the  same 
reasons  fiir  augmenting  the  revenue  of  his 
next  junior  brother.  Was  not  his  present 
income  auffioient,  if  freed  from  incum- 
brances ?  And,  with  thoae  incumbrances, 
would  it  not  be  swallowed  up  or  diverted 
from  its  purpose  \  To  him  it  appeared, 
that  at  present  the  distinction  was  not 
called  for,  and  ought  not  to  be  made. 
The  srayin  which  he  viewed  the  motion 
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was,  M  affixding  a  meaiw  of  paying  the 
debts  of  his  royiu  highness.  Wttn  respect 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  he  thought 
any  addition  was  unnecessary.  His  royal 
highness  had  not  been  put  to  much  addi- 
tional expense  in  consequence  of  his  mar- 
riage; and  unless  he  saw  some  striking 
proo&  in  his  royal  highness's  family ,  that  an 
additional  income  was  necessary,  he  should 
certainly  oppose  it ;  or  if  there  was  one  of 
the  junior  branches  of  the  royal  family  to 
whom  he  would  more  willingly  than  to  an- 
other grant  an  additional  allowsnoe,  it  was 
the  duke  of  Kent.  If,  indeed,  the  other 
royal  dukes  had  pursued  the  same  system  as 
the  illustrious  personage  alluded  to,  for  the 
discharge  of  tneir  debts,  more  would  be 
done  to  maintain  the  proper  character  of 
the  royal  family,  than  could  be  expected 
to  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  present 
proposition.  He  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  an  appropriate  grant  in  case  of  the 
widowhood  of  any  of  their  royal  high- 
ness's  consorts.  He  did  not  mean  to  pro- 
pose any  direct  negative  upon  the  motion 
before  the  committee,,  but  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  call  upon  gendemen  to  pause  be- 
fore they  agreed  to  that  motion—to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  a  motion  for 
augmenting  the  burthens  of  the  country, 
until  it  was  known  whether  the  country 
was  in  a  state  to  meet  that  augmentation. 
Upon  these  grounds,  the  hon*  member 
proposed,  that  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  motion  should  be  postponed  until 
this  day  week. 

The  Chairman  said,  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not  be 
regular.  His  object  would  probably  be 
obtained  by  moving,  as  an  amendment, 
that  he  should  now  leave  the  chair.  Mr. 
Barclay  then  moved,  as  an  iimendment, 
*'  That  the  chairman  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again.'' 
^  Mr.  PameU  begged  the  House  to  con- 
sider, that  the  illustrious  personages  for 
whom  they  were  now  calleo  upon  to  make 
a  pro?  ision,  were  cut  off  from  many  sources 
01  emolument  which  were  open  to  persons 
in  a  diferent  situation  in  society.  lie  was 
decidedly  in  (bvour  of  the  original  motion. 
If  the  royal  personages  in  question  con- 
tracted marriages  with  illustrious  families, 
it  was,  he  conceived,  incumbent  on  the 
House  to  make  such  provision  for  them  as 
the  national  dignity  required;  and  if  so, 
he  did  not  think  that  any  proposal  &r  such 
provision  could  be  more  moderate  and  un- 
objeotMaable  than  that  before  the  House. 
He  was  ahi^gelher  averse  to  profusion  at 


this  particular  crisis,  yet,  in  justice  to 
these  royal  personages,  and  the  scale  of 
expenditure  conseouent  upon  their  exalted 
situation,  under  Uie  circumstanoe  of  a 
marriage,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  sup- 
port the  grant  proposed. 

Mr.  Frotheroe  congratulated  the  House 
upon  the  effect  which  its  virtuous  deter- 
mination in  favour  of  economy  had  pro- 
duced upon  the  conduct  of  ministers.  For 
it  was  manifest,  that  a  very  material 
change  had  taken  place  in  their  plan,  with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  which 
they  proposed  to  grant  upon  this  occa- 
sion. But  notwithstanding  this  change, 
he  could  not  reconcile  it  with  his  sense  of 
duty  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the 
measure.  The  noble  lord,  it  was  evident, 
still  persisted  in  approving  of  his  original 
views,  and  therefore  he  had  expressed  a 
doubt,  truly,  whether  the  House  would 
come  down  to  his  reduced  proposition. 
This  expression  should  serve  to  put  the 
House  upon  its  guard  aj^ainst  the  plan  of 
eross  extravagance  which  was  manifestly 
m  contemplation.  In  addition  to  the  re- 
gret occasioned  by  the  melancholy  death 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  was  the  appre- 
hension that  that  event  might  lead  to4ome 
instability  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  succes- 
sion to  the  Crown.  That  apprehension 
was  now,  he  perceived,  brought  forward  to 
reconcile  the  House  to  the  imposition  of 
additional  burthens  upon  the  country.  He 
trusted  that  the  marriage  in  contempla- 
tion was  not  contracted  with  any  merce- 
nary view,  and  he  hoped  the  contractiii|( 
parties  would  enjoy  all  the  happiness  that 
could  be  wished,  wiUiout  any  addition  to 
the  burthens  of  the  people.  He  would 
not  yidd  to  any  man  in  respect  for  the 
Crown,  and  in  genuine  principles  of  lo/- 
alty ;  but  he  would  show  that  loyalty,  by 
usmg  the  language  of  plain  truth-*and  he 
wished  ministers  had  addressed  the  same 
language  to  their  Prince  upon  this  sub- 
ject. If  they  had,  he  was  persuaded  the 
proposition  before  the  committee  woidd 
never  have  been  brought  forward.  The 
petitioners  for  what  was  called  radical  re* 
form,  were  told,  that  they  had  nothing 
but  revolution  in  view,  and  that  that 
House  did  not  require  any  reform.  But 
he  would  tell  the  noble  lord,  that  if  pr«H 
positions  of  this  nature  were  pressed, 
mnch  of  the  complaints  of  the  i^rmem 
would  be  justified,  and  the  secucity  of  the 
Crown  wmdd  be  more  endangeved  by  the 
fiuthlessaess  of  its  suppeiters,  than  by  the 
violence  or  madness  of  any  clasi  of  the 
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people.  He  congratulated  the  House 
upon  the  principle  and  spirit  which  it  had 
manifested  upon  this  occasion.  For  it  had 
.availed  itself  of  the  opportunity  to  repel 
the  calumnies  circulated  against  it,  by 
showing  that  it  was  not  less  solicitous  for 
the  protection  and  advantage  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  for  the  interests  of  the  Crown. 
This  was  the  course  for  the  House  to  pur- 
*8ue,  in  order  to  maintain  its  own  charac- 
ter, and  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  It  was  the  obvious  and  bounden 
duty  of  the  House,  to  consider  the  condi- 
tion and  circumstances  of  the  country  be- 
fore it  consented  to  add  to  its  burthens. 
There  was  notoriously  nothing  in  the  state 
or  prospect  of  our  finances  to  warrant  or 
excuse  any  such  addition.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  at  once 
resist  the  proposition,  and  not  wait  to  take 
.its  tone  from  popular  meetings.  The  hon. 
.member  concluded  with  observing,  that 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  grant  to  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  he  saw  no  reason 
whatever  why  the  House  should  accede 
to  that  now,  which  was  rejected  on  a  for- 
mer occasion ;  for  never,  perhaps,  had  the 
House  so  decidedly  acquiesced  in  the 
universal  voice  of  the  people,  as  in  the 
vote  which  it  pronounced  upon  that  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Gurney  said,  it  was  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  his  majesty's  ministers  were  in  a 
position  of  singular  embarrassment,  but  it 
appeared  to  him  the  parliament  itself  was 
•under  circumstances  of  perplexity  almost 
"equal  to  theirs.  On  the  one  hand,  they 
were  told  that  a  farther  provision  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  junior  branches 
of  the  royal  family  contracting  these  mar- 
riages—^on  the  other,  they  knew  that  the 
people,  embittered  by  the  recollection  of 
a  period  of  suffering  almost  unexampled 
—having  under  their  eyes  a  situation  of 
the  finances,  which  had  prevented  the 
country  from  even  doing  common  justice 
to  those  who  had  spent  the  best  exertions 
of  their  lives,  or  had  ventured  those  lives 
JD  the  service  of  the  state,  wefe  in  no 
temper  to  bear  any  grants  of  any  sort  called 
for,  or  uncalled  for. — Things  standing 
thus,  he  should  support  the  proposition  of 
the  member  for  Southwark,  to  aelay  com- 
ing to  a  deci^on  till  they  had  the  returns  of 
.what  provision  these  illustrious  individuals 
were  actually  in  the  receipt  of  from  the 
public,  and  till  the  accounts  of  the  year's 
revenue  had  been  laid  before  the  House. 
An  hon.  member  had  alluded  to  the  Royal 
Marriage  act.  Mr.Gumey  said^  he  should 


also  allude  to  another  act,  namely,  that  of 
the  10th  of  Anne,  giving  the  rank  and 
precedence  of  princes  of  the  blood  to 
all  the  descendants  of  the  electress  Sophia, 
"  any  law,  statute  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.''  This  act,  spring- 
ing from  the  junction  of  Harley  and  the 
discontented  Whigs — all  parties,  at  the 
moment,  bidding  against  each  other  for 
the  favour  of  the  successor  to  the  Crown 
—changed  the  whole  tenor  of  the  law  and 
custom  of  England.  The  electress  was 
the  third  in  descent  from  the  Crown.  We 
werenow  in  the-sixth descent  from  the  elec- 
tress Sophia.  The  Royal  Marriage  acts 
came  upon  this,  and  together  placed  the 
junior  branchesofthehouseof  Hanover  in  a 
situation,  divested  of  all  support  from  either 
domestic  alliance  or  territorial  possession  ; 
which  must  go  on  increasing  their  embar- 
rassment and  the  parliament's  perplexity 
for  ever  and  ever. — The  old  policy  of  the 
kings  of  England  was,  to  marry  their  youn* 
ger  sons  either  to  foreign  princesses  with 
dowry,  or  to  the  great  heiresses  of  the 
country.  It  was  a  succession  of  four 
marriages  with  English  heiresses  that 
carried  the  House  of  Lancaster  to  the 
throne;  and  successive  marriages  with 
three  great  heiresses — the  last  of  them 
involving  the  possessions  of  a  fourth— 
brought  back  the  crown  to  the  elder  line 
of  York  again. — Mr.  Gurney  said,  that  the 
civil  wars  of  those  times  might  be  adduced 
as  marking  the  consequences  which  fol- 
lowed from  the  old  system;  but  it  must 
be^  recollected,  that  the  great  nobility  of 
those  days  possessed  whole  provinces—- 
that  the  mode  of  their  expense  was  the 
keeping  together  numerous  bands  of  armed 
retainers — that  the  Commons  were  almost 
powerless,  and  that  whereas  in  the  then 
state  of  society,  the  system  pursued  ren- 
dered the  royal  family  too  strong  for  the 
public  peace,  so,  under  the  existmg  state 
of  society,  the  syivtem  which  had  sue* 
ceeded  it,  rendered  the  royal  family  so 
weak  that  they  could  not  support  them- 
selves. By  law,  foreigners,  through 
all  generations,  never  came  before  the 
eyes  of  the  public  but  in  the  unpopular 
light  of  demanding  grants  of  money  from 
parliament^-which,  with  the  increasing 
calls  on  the  finances  of  the  country,  and 
the  lowered  value  of  the  money  so  granted 
parliament  would  find  it  more  and  more 
difficult  to  supply.  On  the  whole,  he  cer- 
tainly approved  of  the  motion  of  the  mem* 
ber  for  Southwark,  as  it  at  least  gave  time 
for  the  receipt  of  those  accoonu  which 
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would  be  neces^^r  J  to  guide  the  House  in 
way  decision  they  might  ultimately  come  to. 
Mr.  Holme  Sumner  defended  the  meet- 
ing called  at  lord  Liverpool's  against  the 
imputations  which  honourable  gentlemen 
Opposite  endeavoured  to  level  at  it.  To 
such  a  class  of  men  he  should  alwavs 
consider  it  an  honour  to  belong*  notwith- 
standing the  designation  which  an  bon. 
fmd  learned  gentleman  gave  them,  when 
he  called  ihem  a  click.  They  were 
men  of  high  character,  and  with  such  a 
degree  of  property  as  constituted  a  fair 
basis  of  responsibihty.  They  did  not,  per- 
liaps,  possess,  in  as  high  degree  as  the 
hoi^.  and  learned  eentleman,  what  he 
(Mr.  S.)  would  call— taking  the  expres- 
sion, from  the  same  source  as  the  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  took  the  term  click, 
namely,  from  tlie  Slang  Dictionary— the 
gifl  of  the  gab  [a  laugh],  but  they  were 
gentlemen,  from  their  character  and  con- 
nexions, best  calculated  to  convey  the 
general  impression  of  the  country  on  any 
subject  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  no- 
iice  of  parliament.  In  bis  judgment,  very 
material  bene6ts  might  follow,  though  he 
was  aware  he  could  not  say  so  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  from  meetings  thus  consti- 
tuted. With  respect  to  the  particular 
proposition  before  the  House,  he  could 
not  go  to  the  extent  of  the  noble  lord's 
motion— he  could  not  consent  that  the 
House  should  provide  for  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  pre- 
sumptive heir  to  the  throne,  a  situation  in 
which  he  did  not  stsnd.  It  was  true,  that 
liis  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York  wss 
married  snd  had  no  issue ;  but  might  not 
that  illustrious  personage,  by  the  visitation 
of  a  family  calamity,  lose  his  lady  ?  and  in 
such  an  event,  would  not  the  royal  duke 
have  reasonable  ff  rounds,  on  a  second  mar- 
Tj0ge»  to  demand  being  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion similar  tm  tliat  in  which  the  prince  of 
Saxe-Cobourg  was  placed  by  parliament  ? 
Under  such  circumstances,  could  parlia- 
ment refuse  an  establishment  suitable  to 
the  station  of  the  royal  duke,  afler  having 
before  established  the  precedent  in  the 
case  of  prince  Leopold  ?  It  was  impossi- 
ble for  him  ta  agree  to  the  present  de- 
mand for  the  duke  of  Clarence.  To  the 
extent  of  6,000^.  he  was  disposed  to  as- 
sent But  before  he  granted  even  that, 
lie  would  ask,  was  the  House  in  posses- 
ion of  the  necessary  information  to  assure 
it,  that  such  an  increase  in  the  provision 
would  be  applied  to  uphold  the  splendor 
Md  dignity  of  tbat  illustrious  personsjre  ? 
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He  did  think,  that  before  any  increase 
was  granted,  the  whole  of  the  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  before  parliament^ 
In  considering  the  propriety  of  an  increase, 
the  House  was  bound  to  consider  what 
were  the  present  allowances  of  his  royal 
highness?  Independently  of  bis  annual 
allowance  of  18,000/.,  the  duke  of  Clarence 
received  2,500/.  by  treasury  w^rrantSf 
with  1,100/-  as  his  half,  as  admiral  of  the, 
fleet.  Added  to  this,  be  was  ranger  of 
Bushy-park,  had  a  charming  residence, 
with  appendages  o^  no  lens  value  thai^ 
8,000/*  per  annuni.  These  things  should 
be  fairly  stated.-  But  at  all  events,  before 
any  increase  of  provision  was  given,  ha 
contended,  that  as  the  professed  object  o£ 
the  present  measure  was  to  enable  the 
royal  duke  to  support  a  greater  splendor, 
it  ought  first  to  be  ascertained,  that  the 
sum  would  be  made  available  to  the  pur*^ 
pose.  But  if  public  report  spoke  truly, 
the  duke  of  Clarence  was  greatly  in  debt 
These  debts  amounted  to  between  70  and 
80,000/.  An  increase  of  10,000/.  per  an- 
num, under  such  circumstances,  for  an 
increase  of  splendor,  went  to  place  his 
royal  highness  in  a  degraded,  rather  than 
in  an  cle?ated  situation.  He  feared  if 
would  be  found,  thst  the  House  was  ac« 
tually  throwing  awav  the  money.  The 
noble  lord  who  introduced  the  proposition 
had  stated,  that  a  liberal  outfit  was  the 
best  antidote  against  incurring  debt.  But 
if  the  debts  were  already  incurred,  the 
antidote  would  be  inoperative.  With  re- 
spect to  the  junior  members  of  the  royal 
family,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  a 
regulated  grant  on  their  marriage.  Much 
to  the  honour  of  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Kent,  he  had  made  every  »acri<' 
fice  to  relieve  himself  from  the  pressure 
of  his  debts.  In  two  years,  it  was  stated, 
that  illustrious  personage  would  be  wholly 
free  from  every  incumbrance.  If  at  that 
period  any  alliance  was  in  contemplation, 
to  an  increased  allowance  he  could  not 
object.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  if  the 
state  of  the  country  would  permit  it,  tiuit 
30,000/.  should  be  the  allowance  of  the 
royal  dukes  on  their  marriage  ;  but  if  the 
pubh'c  necessity  interpos^,  tlie  royai 
dukes,  in  common  with  every  other  de- 
scription of  persons  in  the  country,  most 
yield  to  the  pressure  of  the  times  £Hear» 
near,  hear !].  When  he  spoke  of  his  roy^ 
highness  the  duke  of  Cambridse,  it  waa 
impossible  not  to  be impressedwith  the 
uniform  tenour  of  his  conduct^  and  parti- 
cularly with  the  manner  in  which  he  bad 
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avoided  the  incurring  of  any  debts.  In* 
deed,  his  revered  and  rojtd  father  had 
trnly  said  of  him,  some  years  ago,  in  the 
language  of  Eton  school,  with  which  hip 
majesty,  from  a  feeling  of  protection,  was 
iamiliary  that  he  had  not  made  hu  first 
fliult  even  then*  Any  increase  of  provi- 
dion  to  that  illifttrious  personage,  could 
alone  be  applied  to  sustain  the  due  splen- 
dor of  his  station.  With  regard  to  the 
dttke  of  Cumberland,  the  question  had 
been  long  ago  settled.  The  various  divi- 
sions on  the  proposed  increase,  had  un- 
Suivocallv  manifteted  the  opinion  of  the 
buse  and  the  country.  Diose  who  op- 
posed the  grant,  increased  in  strength  on 
every  progressive  discussion.  From  aU 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  members  hurried  to 
es^press  their  opinion,  and  to  state  what 
they  knew  to  be  the  feelings  of  the  coun- 

S.  Never  was  there  a  question  more  de- 
edy  settled.—^  course,  the  reverse  of 
what  was  ordinarily  pursued,  was  taken  on 
that  alliance.  No  message  had  been  made 
to  parliament;  no  expression  of  its  opi- 
nion was  caUed  for.  The  royal  assent,  it 
was  true,  wa9  fi:iven ;  but  parlDunent  was 
adted  indirect^  to  give  its  approbation. 
That  marriage  bad  been  generally  dlsap- 
proved  of;  and  he  fdt  himself  justified  in 
saying,  that  narliament  on  that  subject 
had  not  been  lairiy  treated ;  and  he  must 
Bay,  that  parliament  was  not  fairly  treated 
in  the  present  measure,  by  hoolang  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  into  the  proposed 

KQts  fbr  the  other  royal  dukes  Tllear, 
r!  fh>m  all  parts  of  the  HouseJ.  He 
was  precluded  oy  the  forms  of  the  House 
from  proposing  an  amendment  on  an 
amendment ;  but  if  the  amendment  of  tlie 
bon.  member  fbr  Southwark  should  be  ne- 
«tived,  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  that 
tnere  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account 
of  the  whole  reveime  of  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Clarence. 

Lord  Cadkreagh  rose,  but  was  inter- 
rupted for  some  time  by  loud  cries  of 
Spoke,  spoke!  The  noble  lord  said,  the 
House  was  in  a  conunittee,  and  being  in  a 
^committee,  any  member  had  a  right  to  ad- 
dress the  diatrman  as  often  as  he  Uioucht 
proper.  At  any  rate,  he  fidt  he  had  a 
tight  to  call  upon  the  House  to  allow  him 
to  remove  a  misapprehension  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last.  That  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated,  diat  the  duke  of 
fjlarence  derived  not  less  than  3,00tf.  a 
year  firom  his  vesidence,  and  advantages 
attadied  to  it.  Ntsw,  inchiding  all  pos- 
sible advantages  and  meafia  of  cmotu- 
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menis,  sheep-walks,  &c.,  it  would  be  mor^ 
correct  to  estimate  the  emoluments  de- 
rived from  thence  at  lOCM.  a  year  than 
S,OOOL  The  boa.  gentleman  said,  thai 
the  debts  of  the  dulte  of  Clarence  were  of 
such  an  amount,  as  would  render  the  pro- 
posed vote  nugatory  and  useless  fbr  die 
purpose  proposed  by  it«  litis  was  by  no 
means  the  fact.  He  coold  speak  positmhr 
as  to  this,  for  he  had  entered  into  a  mi- 
nute examination  of  the  i^airs  of  his  royal 
highness,  and  he  was  enabled  to  state, 
that  a  provision  was  made  for  ptjrbg 
them  ofi,  so  that  they  would  soon  be  com* 
pletely  extinffuidied ;  and  that  after  co- 
vering the  oebt,  there  would  remain  n 
dear  surplus  of  revenue  to  that  royal  duke^ 
if  the  present  vote  was  agreed  to,  of 
%,000/.  a  year. 

Mr.  Coke^  of  Norfblk,  declared,  that 
under  the  present  distresses  of  the  coun» 
try,  with  every  inclination  to  increase  the 
due  splendor  of  the  royal  family,  he 
could  not  accede  to  the  proposed  grant. 
Though  he  differed  from  the  noble  lord 
(Lascelles)  who  so  properly  expressed  hia 
opinion  on  the  measure  iriien  first  pro«* 
posed,  yet  he  was  willing  to  afford  his 
testimony  to  his  Integrity  and  pubKc  spirit 
on  many  pubKc  occasions.  As  a  consti- 
tutions whig  fbr  fbrty  years,  he  mcak 
also  say,  in  answer  to  what  had  fidlen  from 
the  hon.  member  for  Surrey  respecting  hli 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Brouffham/, 
thai  as  long  as  his  hon.  and  learned  fViend 
acted  on  the  principles  that  he  bad  avowed 
hi  that  House,  be  should  hi^ye  his  most 
decided  support. 

Sir  W.  Cufik  said,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  bring  his  mind  to  an  approbation 
of  the  sums  which  he  had  rcMon  to  be- 
lieve it  was  at  first  intended  to  propose. 
He  did  not  think  that,  regard  bemff  paM 
to  all  the  circiimstanoes  in  whi(£  the 
countrjr  was  situated,  that  propoaition  wai 
admissible  at  the  present  period.  At  the 
same  time,  he  had  always  conoeived  that 
some  additional  provision  was  necessaiy 
when  any^  of  the  royal  family  entered  into 
the  marriage  state,  in  this  view,  he 
thought  the  modified  arrangement  sob- 
mitt«l  by  the  noble  lord  was  one  which 
there  was  sufficient  reason  for  adopting. 

Mr.  A.  ElUsan  said : — Mr.  Churman ; 
I  have  almost  always  supported  themee* 
sures  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  fW>m  a 
firm  conviction  of  the  soundness  of  the 

Frindples  on  which  they  have  acted;  but 
am  extremely  sorry  that   they  have 
^  fapought  fbrwara  thia  measure.   I  hsi|a 
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•iwm.  SiTt  «up|>oned  every  meature 
which  I  thought  conducive  to  the  digaity 
luad  honour  of  the  royal  family ;  tot  I 
have  ever  been  a  varm  nriend  to  tne  Hou8e 
of  Bruoawick.  I  iiave  felt  this  attachment 
eirer  sinee  1  was  ^capable  of  forming  any 
opinion  upon  any  subject ;  and  I  feel  it 
atilL  Sir,  I  will  support  that  family  even 
to  the  last  drop  of  my  blood— I  will,  Sir. 
fA  laiwh].  I  am  a  plain  spoken  man. 
Sir,  and  perhaps  though  n^  Janfluage  be 
not  so  ehoice  or  so  eloquent  as  that  which 
is  sometimes  heard  in  this  House,  I  may 
still  be  able  to  express  intelligibly  that 
which  I  do  most  strongly  feel.  [Cheering]. 
It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  to  attend 
to  the  iaierests  of  the  royal  family,  but 
we  roust  attend  also  to  toe  interests  of 
the  people,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  hum* 
bug  them«— [A  laugh,  and  cheering].  If 
the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who 
cheer  me^  so  loudly  imasrioe  that  in  what 
I  have  said  I  wish  to  make  my  sentiments 
4X>rrespond  with  theirs,  they  are  mistaken. 
On  this  occaaioo,  as  on  all  others,  I  act 
with  most  perfect  indei>endence;  and  I 
ihink.  Sir,  tnat  the  principles  which  guide 
my  opinion  on  this  subject,  as  on  most 
joihers,  are  widely  difiBerent  from  those  of 
the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  who 
just  now  cheered  me.  There  is  no  man 
living  who  honours  his  king  and  his  coun- 
try more  than  I  do.  I  consider  the  inte- 
xesu  and  the  honour  of  the  Crown ;  but 
I  must  consider  the  interests  of  the  people 
toa    Sir,  .the  distress  of  the  people  is 

«reat — less  than  it  was,  thank  Godl — 
ut  still  it  is  great.  I  think  Uiat  the  wise 
and  salutary  measures  pursued  by  his  ma* 
jesty's  government  have  been  principally 
the  means  of  alleviating  that  distress.  In 
the  present  state  of  the  country,  we  can- 
not venture  to  impose  any  additional  bur- 
thens on  the  people.  If  we  let  things  go 
on  in  a  ouiet  way,  as  they  now  are,  we 
ahall,  I  think,  act  wisely.  But  at  this 
time  to  think  of  imposing  any  new  bur- 
thens for  the  purpose  now  in  view,  will  be 
to  insult  the  nation,  and  will  be  most  in- 
jurious to  the  royal  family.  On  the  mar- 
riage of  the  duke  of  Clarence,  I  believe 
every  man  will  allow  something  ought  to 
be  oone.  But  then  we  mutt  make  such 
provision  only  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  will  permit.  Farther  than  that 
we  must  not  ^  If  the  royal  family  ane 
aliv^  to  the  distresses  of  the  people  (and 
I  am  sure  they  are),  they  will  wish  for 
no  greater  provision  than  such  as  I  have 
neati^ed*    la  thip  view  I  conaider  the 


propoaitioQ  now  subnutted  to  the  House 
as  one  of  the  most  injudicious  that  ever 
was  brought  forward.  I  will  vote  for  some 
provision  to  the  duke  of  Clarence;  but 
the  proposition  now  before  the  House  I 
shall  most  decidedly  oppose. 

Sir  Thomas  Adand  remarked,  that  there 
were  so  manv  points  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, of  which  different  views  might  be 
taken,  that  he  was  desirous  of  stating,  very 
shortly,  the  principles  by  which  his  votes 
on  the  subject  would  be  governed.    He 
thought  it  the  duty  of  the  HousOy  in  the 
first  place,  to  remove  from  their  minds 
every  consideration,   excepting   that  of 
what  allowance  it  was  proper  for  parlia- 
ment to  grant,  with  a  view  to  the  mar* 
riaffes  in  contemplation.    On  the  subject 
of  individual  character,  he  conceived  the 
House  was  not  th^  sitting  in  judgment. 
If  the  marriages  were  proper,  it  was  fit 
they  should  be  supported  ;  and  if  an  im- 
proper use  were  made  of  the  bounty  of 
parliament,  their  royal  highnesses,  and  not 
the  House,  were  the  persons  responsible. 
Neither  ought  their  opinions  to  be  directed 
by  any  reference  to  emoluments  drawn 
from  private  sources,  or  the  reward  of 
public  and  honourable  service.    The  only 
question  to  be  entertained  by  the  House 
was,  the  fitting  provision  to  be  made  by 
this  country  for  its  princes,  and  the  fair 
and  necessary  increase  required  on  their 
entering  the  marriage  state;  supposing 
always,  that  the  marriaffe  to  be  contracted 
was  honourable  in  itsdf,  and  worthy  of 
the  approbation  of  the  country.^  Looking, 
then,  at  this  simple  question,  in  the  oaly 
view  in  which  it  ought  to  be  regarded,  he 
was  sorry  that  he  could  not  concur  in  the 
first  resolution  proposed.    He  stated  this 
with  unfeigned  regret ;  for  nothing  could 
be  more  painful  to  him  than  to  find  him- 
self preciikled  from  meeting  the  language 
of  manly  and  honourable  conciliation,  with 
the  cordial  and  entire  acceptance  that  the 
noble    lord's  intentions   deserved.     He 
trusted,  however,  that  in  opposing  the 
resolution,  he  was  acting  in  the  strict  dis- 
eharge  of  his  duty ;  and  above  allt  that  he 
was  wholly  uninfluenced,  as  he  trusted 
the  House  would  be,  by  any  tiun^  that 
might  pass  out  of  doors.    It  was  indeed 
difficult  in  discussing  a  question  o(  mere 
amouAt,  to  determine  with  certainty  on 
the  precise  number  of  thousands  which, 
without  excess  or  deficiency,  it  was  the 
dutv  of  the   House  to  grant.     But  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  member  for 
SoDtl^wark,  m  th#  e^Kpedlenqy  of  adjourn- 


lOSj    HOUSE  OF  CdMMONSi     PririceRegenfs  Message' respeOing  the     [l04 


jng  this  consideration  of  the  resolotion, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  its  details. 
Silch  discussions  were  necessarily  painful ; 
and  it  was  of  importance  to  bring  them  to 
a  speedy  termination.  There  was  also  an 
impropriety  in  prying  too  closely  into  the 
pnvate  affairs  of  the  royal  familv.  The 
continuation  and  frequency  of  public 
debates  on  these  delicate  subjects,  were, 
even  in  parliament,  if  he  were  allowed  to 
iay  it,  more  mischievous  than  they  could 
possibly  be  bene6cial. — He  must  there- 
fore decidedly  object  to  any  further  in- 
quiry, even  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
proper  amount  of  the  grant.  And  it  did 
so  happen,  that  ministers  themselves  had 
furnished  the  House  with  sufficient  means 
of  judging  this  matter.  But  three  years 
ago  they  nad  laid  down  a  measure  of  the 
proper  increase  of  eAtablishment,  on  the 
marriage  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
royal  family,  ne  alluded  to  the  sum  pro* 
posed  after  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland.  Whether  wisely  or  unwisely 
he  would  not  presume  to  inquire  ;  or  whe- 
ther a  reduced  scale  was  adopted  in  the 
hope  of  gaining  the  assent  of  the  House 
to  a  proposition,  obnoxious  in  itself,  mi- 
nisters had  then  induced  parliament,  in 
the  eaily  stages  of  the  bill  which  they 
brought  forward,  but  which  was  fortu- 
nately afterwards  thrown  out^  to  the  great 
aatisraction  of  the  country,  to  recogiiise 
the  particular  sum  of  6,000/.  as  the  proper 
Bcale  of  increased  provision  on  the  mar- 
riage of  liie  younger  princes/   If  it  was 


mediate  heir  to  the  throne  was  In  a  situa- 
tion  which  required' the  means  of  support* 
ing  very  considerable  dignity  and  splen- 
dor, but  he  conld  not  extend  this  pnn« 
ciple  so  far  as  to  the  case  of  the  duxe  of 
Clarence.  But  both  to  his  royal  high* 
ness  and  to  the  duke  of  Cambridse,  he 
should  not  object  to  vote  the  additional 
allowance  of  6,00M.  in  consideration  of 
their  marriage ;  and  he  thought  that  the 
same  sum  should  be  given  to  the  duke  of 
Kent,  whenever  a  satisfactory  marriase 
on  the  part  of  his  royal  highness  should 
be  communicated  to  the  House.  But  in 
adverting  to  the  renewed  proposition  in 
favoitr  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  he 
rau§t  say,  that  he  approached  it  with 
feelings  of  the  deepest  regret;  a  regret, 
be  admitted,  much  augmented  by  all  that 
had  fallen  under  public  observation  since 
that  unfortunate  subject  was  last  dit- 
posed  of  by  the  Hoose  of  Commons.  The 
House  had  then  advisedly  come  to  a  most 
deliberate  and  resolute  determination.  It 
was  not  for  them  to-  interfere  with  the 
royal  prerogative,  or  to  attempt  any  direct 
control  over  the  marriages  of  the  royal 
fismily :  but  they  had  one  means  of  ex- 
pressing their  sense  with  respect  to  their 
propriety.  This  they  had  done  in  con- 
formity with  the  feelings  of  the  country 
on  a  former  occasion  ;  and  he  called  on 
the  Honse  not  to  throw  away  their  only 
resource  on  such  occasions,  by  retractmg 
their  declared  opinion.  It  must  neces- 
sarily derogate  from  the  authority  of  that 


unsuitable,  they  had  alone  themselves  to  ;  opinion,  if  they  should  noV  be  induced  to 
blame.    They  nad  suggested  the  prece-    reverse  their  proceedings.    For  himself  he 


dent;  and  parliainent  could  look  to  no 
other.  Assuming,  then,  on  their  own 
example,  the  sum  of  6,000/.  to  be  a  proper 
addition,  he  should  be  perfectly  ready  to 
grant  it  in  all  cases  of  marriages  that  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House.  But 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  fituation  of 
the  difke  of  Clarence,  with  reference  to 
the  successions  ought  to  constitute  any 
exception  to  the  rule,  or  distinguish  him 


only  could  say,  that  on  all  the  other  parts 
of  this  painful  subject,  he  had  come  dowa 
to  the  Hoose  that  evening  with  much 
anxiety,  and  even  somewhat  of  doubt 
upon  his  mind  ;  but  upon  this  part,  he  had 
made  up  a  determination  which  he  knew 
could  not,  because  he  felt  it  ought  not,  to 
be  shaken. 

Lord  John  Russdl  was   desirous  that 
eyer^  grant  which  was  necessary  to  the 


from  the  rest  of  the  royal  brothers.  Be-  :  dignity  of  the  royal  family  should  be 
tween  his  marriage  and  that  of  the  duke  agreed  to,  yet  he  thought  that  some  at^ 
of  York,  he,  for  one,  saw  no  analogy.  In  tention  should  be  paid  to  the  means  whidi 
the  one  case,  the  death  of  the  pnnce  of  the  country  had  of  making  good  those 
Wales  would  have  made  the  duke  the    grants. 

next  heir  to  the  Crown.  In  the  other,  a  Lord  Lascdies  wished  to  say  a  very 
possibility,  though  certainly  no  great  pro-  few  words  on  the  motion  immediately 
bability  existed,  that  two  entireW  distinct  before  the  House.  With  regard  to  the 
lines  miffht  intervene,  and  exclude  both  amendment,  he  did  not*  perceive  Uie  e^- 
his  royal  highness  and  his  posterity  for  |  pediency  of  any  delay  in  conirog  to  a 


many   years  from  the  succession.     He 
^as  yery  willing  ia  aUoW|  diat  an  im- 


decision*    On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it 
just  and  fiur  to  the  royal  family^  tfmt  the 
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House  should  come  to  a  vote  that  ni^ht. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  go  'minutely  mto 
circumstances ;  the  only  question  was, 
whether,  as  certain  members  of  the  royal 
family  were  about  to  many,  parliament 
woula  sanction  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. He  troubled  the  House  with  his 
opinion  in  consequence  of  what  had 
fallen  from  him  on  a  former  night,  and 
because  he  thought  the  question  involved 
the  credit  of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  the 
royal  family.  It  had  never  been  in  his 
contemplation  to  refuse  an  adequate  pro- 
vision, although,  in  the  actual  state  of  the 
country,  it  had  appeared  to  him  that  a 
vmaHer  sum  would  answer  the  purpose. 
To  the  reduced  allowances  now  proposed 
lie  felt  no  sort  of  objection. 
'  Mr.  Forbes  disapproved  of  the  dutinc- 
tioB  made  in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence, and  could  not  consent  to  grant  him 
more  than  the  sum  voted  to  the  other 
yoonjger  brothers  of  the  royal  family,  in 
the  event  of  their  marriage.  He  believed 
that  the  allowance  of  6,000i(.  a  vearto  the 
-duke  of  Cumberland  would  have  been 
^carried,  if  the  name  activity  had  been  em- 
^ployed  to  support,  which  had  been  exer- 
cised to  defeat  ft. 

*    Lord  Compton  said,  he  had  been  averse 
to  the  nrigtiial  proposition,  not  because  he 
thought  it  disproportionate  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  illustrious  persons  for  whom  it 
provided,  but  to  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country.     He    could   not  allow, 
liowever,  that  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
distinction   uken  between  the  duke  of 
<!!larence  and  the  other  younger  members 
of  the  royal  family,    llie  duke  had,  in- 
ideed,  two  elder  brothers,  but  diey  were 
•both  married  and  without  offspring.     He 
wished  the  House  to  recollect  that  an  ex- 
cess of  par>lm  ny  might  have  the  effect  of 
defeating  the  proposed  marriages    alto- 
^gether.    He  saw  no  reason  for  revoking 
-the  opinion   already  expressed    by  the 
■House  in  the  case  of  the  cuke  of  Cumber- 
land, and  would  remind  them,  that  there 
was  another  branch  of  the  royal  f^ily 
not  now  before  them,  who  would  in  that 
'case  be  equally  entitled  to  some  provision 
in  the  event  of  his  forming  an  alliance  of 
this  nature. 

Mr.  S.  Tkomion  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote 
against  the  large  sum ;  but  if  a  smaller 
-sum  were  proposed,  he  would  support  the 
proposition.  He  entreated  his  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Southwark,  to  withdraw 
Ills  amendmenti  as  it  was  extremely  node- 
arable  to  keep  a  queitioii  of  so  delicate  a 


nature  hangins  over  the  House ;  and  as  an 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
individual  illustrious  branches  of  the  royal 
family  had  been  given,  there  could  be  no 
occasion  for  delay.  He  called  the  grateful 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  highly  res- 
pectable conduct  of  the  duke  and  duchess 
,of  Gloucester,  who  in  their  domestic  esta- 
blishment were  not  leas  the  subjects  of  ge- 
neral admiration  in  their  neighbourhocd» 
than  the  ever-to-be-lamented  family  at 
Claremont.  This  branch  of  the  royal 
family,  it  should  ever  be  remembered^ 
had  rorbome  to  call  on  parliament  for  any 
augmentation  of  income,  from  their  sense 
of  the  pressure  of  the  times  of  the  people 
olt  Enfiland. 

Earl  Gower  expressed  his  surprise  that 
any  member  should  grudge  to  their  rojral 
highnesses,  that  increased  provision  wbich 
was  necessary  to  enable  them  to  meet 
those  expenses  to  which  their  marriitfes 
would  suDJect  them.  Adverting  to  her 
royal  highness  the  duchess  of  Cumberland, 
he  observed,  that  her  royal  highness's  case 
was  one  of  peculiar  hardship.  Her  royal 
highness  haa  now  resided  for  three  years 
in  this  countrv,  and  he  would  venture  to 
sfiy,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  tliat 
she  had  acquired  the  respect  of  all  who 
had  had  the  honour  of  any  intercourse 
with  her ;  and  he  was  persuaded  from  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  that  the  more  her 
rojdl  highness  was  known,  the  more  she 
would  be  esteemed.  Her  royal  highness 
was  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  the  king 
of  Prussia  for  her  maintenance  ever  since 
she  had  become  a  British  princess ;  and 
he  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  this  was 
worthy  of  the  pride  of  England.  He 
could  not  have  satbfied  himself  bad  he 
not  made  this  statement. 

Mr.  Barclay  signified  his  readiness  to 
withdraw  his  amendment:  but ti^ere being 
some  cries  in  the  neeative,  the  chairman 
decided  that  a  division  must  take  place. 
The  question  was  then  loudly  odlea  for, 
and  strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw^ 
The  House,  however,  did  not  divide.  Mr. 
Sumner  then  moved.  That  the  grant  be 
reduced  from  10,000^  to  6,000/. 

Mr;  Lambion  complained  of  the  dilemma 
in  which  he  was  placed.  He  observed, 
that  he  was  against  any  grant ;  and  that  if 
he  voted  against  the  6,00QL,  he  might  oc- 
casion a  majority  in  favour  of  the  10,OOM., 
to  which  he  was  still  more  averse* 

Sir  Qi&ert  ffeolA^e  thought  that  the 
present  tnoomes  of  the  junior  branches  of 
tbefoyal  family  were  -ample.    He,  a»  an 
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iodividualy  was  obliged  to  attend  to  his 
domestic  concerns,  and  he  thought  the 
royal  dukes  ought  to  do  the  same- 
Mr.  Calvert  observed,  that  the  difficulty 
arose  from  the  embarrassed  circumstances 
of  Uie  country.  He  thought  that  the  uU 
most  ecoDom}  ought  to  be  observed  in 
the  intended  grants. 

Mr.  Brougham  adverted  to  the  difficulty 
complained  of  by  Mr.  Lambton,  and  re- 
eemmended  him  to  vote  in  the  first  in- 
stance for  the  smaller  sum»  which  merely 
pledged  the  committee  to  a  grant  not  ex- 
ceeding 6|000/.,  after  which  he  might,  in 
a  subsequent  stagO}  vote  for  reducing  that 
«um  to  an  amount  merely  nominal. 

Mr.  Tttfmey  understood  that  the  noble 
lord  meant  to  propose  something  by  way 
4^  dower^  to  which  he  had  no  objection, 
and  therefore  would  not  concur  in  any 
vote  that  might  break  up  the  committee. 
.  Mr.  Canning  commented  on  the  point 
of  order,  and  stated,  that  if  the  House 
were  against  voting  any  grant  at  all,  they 
might  stop  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee altoffether,  or  vote  a  nominal  sum, 
which  would  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Bat  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
his  approbation  of  the  larger  sum  pro- 
posed. When  he  compared  the  proceed- 
mgs  of  this  night  with  the  feeling  that 
prevailed  on  the  opening  of  the  session,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  by  what  process 
the  whole  feeling  then  expressed  had  been 
•o  completely  evaporated.  If  proper  rea« 
sons  were  assisoed  why  the  junior  branches 
of  the  royal  nmiily  should  contract  mar- 
riag&alliances,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  give  or  withhold 
their  support,  and  he  trusted  that  necessity 
woidd  be  considered  under  present  cir- 
cumstances. If  it  was  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  the  succession  to  the  throne,  it 
was  an  unfair  and  an  imperfect  view  of 
the  question  then  before  them,  to  consider 
the  drcttssstanoes  of  each  specific  nuur* 
riage.  With  respect  to  bis  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Clarence,  be  could  assure  Uie 
House  that  his  royal  highness  would  not 
bave  thought  of  contracting  this  marriage, 
it  never  would  have  entered  into  his  con* 
tenplation  to  engage  in  this  alliance,  if  it 
bad  not  been  pressed  upon  him  as  od  act 
of  public  duty  [Hear  1  hear  I  and  a  langb.] 
— When  he  had  been  desijned  to  stale 
CD  what  conditions  he  would  eoatract  the 
marriitte,  he  had  wished  them  to  be 
liailed  to  the  provision  of  suck  means  as 
would  praveot  Aim  bam  incurring  debta> 
and  bectming  in  that  4)dietts  manner  a 


burthen  to  the  country.  As  a  contractor 
of  debt  he  did  not  stand  before  the  House. 
His  noble  friend  had  told  them  that  his 
royal  highness  had  voluntarily,  and  by 
arrangements  of  his  own,  set  apart  a  por- 
tion of  his  income  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest, and  he  believed,  also  for  the  insur- 
ance of  his  life,  and  the  gradual  liquida^ 
tion  of  the  principal.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  alliance,  tlierefore,  he  would  not 
have  required  any  aid  from  parliament ; 
and  into  this  alliance  his  royal  highness 
entered,  not  for  his  own  privi&te  desire  and 
gratification,  but  because  it  was  pressed 
on  him  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  succession  to  the  throne  [a  laugh'L 
If  there  was  any  thing  ridiculous  in  this 
proposition,  it  was  brought  about  by  their 
own  laws.  The  laws  or  the  country  pre- 
vented the  royal  family  from  entering  mto 
engagements  of  marriage  at  home :  thej 
insuted  that  the  brancnes  of  their  royal 
family  should  look  abroad  for  arives ;  and 
when  they  came  to  do  this,  as  in  the 
present  case  not  from  liking  or  affection, 
for  that  oould  not  be  supposed  possible 
when  the  persons  had  not  even  seen  each 
other ;  if  there  was  any  absurdity  in  such 
an  .arrangement,  it  was  referable  to  the 
laws  themselves.  And  when  they  did 
marry,  it  was  hard  that  parliament  should 
refuse  them  the  allowances  necessary  to 
the  maintenance  of  their  rank.  The  in- 
terval which  had  occurred  between  the 
bringing  down  of  the  message  and  the 
present  discussion,  had  been  emfJoyed 
in  investigations  which  enabled  him  to 
state,  that  with  less  than  10,0001.  addi- 
tional a  year,  it  was  the  opinion,  not  of  the 
duke  of  Clarence  himself,  but  of  the  per- 
sons most  conversant  in  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  rbval  household,  that  his 
royal  highness  could  not  take  upon  himself 
the  state  and  dignity  of  a  married  prince 
without  incurring  the  danger  of  contract- 
ing fresh  debts.  This  opinion  was  given 
by  those  who  had  been  desired  to  ascertain 
how  low  the  proposition  could  be  brought. 
From  the  in&rmation  since  collected  by 
ministers,  they  had  fielt  it  their  duty,  in 
obedience  to  tne  not  to  be  mistaken  sense 
of  the  House,  to  reduce  the  granU  which 
they  had  intended  to  propose.  But  it  was 
equally  their  opinion^and  his  majesty's 
government  were  anxious  to  bring  dowfi 
the  proposed  sum  to  the  lowest  practica- 
ble i  point  that  they  could  conscientiously 
reoommend-^that  an  addition  of  less  than 
lOfiOOL  would  render  his  rojal  highness'a 
laarrifige,  if  not  altogether  myracticablsb 


109] 


Mwrmget  of  ike  Royal  Duket. 


April  15,  1818. 


[110 


haztr^us  to  the  ease  and  honour  of  his 
royal  highness  and  bis  royal  consort. 
That  was  the  plain  ground  on  which  the 
present  question  stood.  He  wished  the 
committee  to  go  to  the  dirision  with  the 
impression,  that  in  voting  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  grant  they  would,  in  fact,  vote 
to  nullify  the  contract  of  marriage.  In 
▼otinsp  for  the  10,000/.  they  would  vote 
only  ror  one  half  of  the  sum  originally 
proposed  [Hear,  hear !]  a  sum,  the  pro-< 

Eriety  of  which,  both  bis  noble  friend  and 
imself  thought  then,  and  still  thought, 
maintainable  by  fair  argument,  but  which 
they  had  no  hesitation  in  surrendering  to 
the  expressed  opinion  of  that  House. 
The  sum  substituted  ministers  would  take 
upon  themselves  to  say  would  be  effective 
for  the  purpose  in  view ;  but  this  was  a 
responsibility  which  they  would  not  be 
subject  to  were  a  less  one  to  besubsti- 
titted. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  support  tne  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  hoo*  member  for  Surrey. 

Mr.  n.  Smith  wished  to  correct  a  mis- 
take into  which  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  ftillen,  as  to  what  passed  in  the  minds 
of  many  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  tlie 
House.  Many  gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  might  think  SO,00M.  a  year  a 
larger  sum  than  was  necessary  to  support 
the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family. 
But  they  were  of  opinion  also  that  if  any 
additional  allowance  should  be  necessary 
to  any  of  the  branches  of  that  family, 
there  were  other  sources  from  which  it 
might  be  obtained,  than  by  imposing  ad- 
ditional burthens  on  the  people ;  andfthey 
wished  for  such  information  as  might  show 
whether  or  not  a  sufficient  sum  might  be 
taken  from  the  Windsor  establishment  to 
answer  all  the  purposes  wanted  ?  Tbey  did 
not  wish  that  the  members  of  the  royal 
faroHjr  should  be  placed  in  an  unpleasant 
situation  when  thev  were  married,  but 
they  were  persuaded,  that  from  that  same 
establishment  sufficient  might  be  taken  to 
serve  all  the  ends  proposed ;  and  if,  for 
one,  he  could  not  consent  to  go  any  far- 
ther, it  was  because,  when  he  considered 
the  aggre^te  of  the  sums  enjoyed  by  the 
royal  nmihr,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
there  was  mirly  enough  to  answer  all  pur- 
poses. He  was  sure»  the  feeling  wnidi 
the  country  had  so  recently  displayed  for 
the  loss  of  a  branch  of  the  royal  family 
bad  not  departed  from  them ;  for  nothing 
tended  to  alleviate  that  feeling.  He  was 
sure,  the  hearts  of  the  people  were  deeply 


InterestM  on  that  occasion,  indepen- 
dently of  all  political  considerations.  Re 
believed  that  that  feeling  existed  to  the 
present  moment;  and  he  believed  also^ 
that  the  loyalty  of  the  country  to  the 
royal  family  would  tiot  be  diminished^  if 
the  proposition,  so  seasonably  alluded  to 
by  an  hon.  gentleman,  was  acceded  to. 

Sir  fV.  Guise  agreed  with  the  Hon.  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down,  that  suffi- 
cient might  be  taken  from  the  Windsor 
establishment  to  answer  every  purpose  for 
which  an  additional  allowance  was  now 
asked.  The  duke  of  Clarence  had,  in  hii 
opinion,  been  sufficiently  rewarded  for 
any  service,  either  naval  or  military,  ren- 
dered by  him  to  the  country. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  as  an  idea 
seemed  to  be  entertained  b^  some  mem- 
bers that  a  sufficient  sum  might  be  appro* 
priated  from  the  Windsor  establishment 
to  answer  every  purpose,  he  wished  to  set 
tbem  right  on  that  subject.  He  appre- 
hended it  was  in  no  depee  competent  to 
the  House,  on  a  question  of  aid  to  the 
Crown  on  the  occasion  of  any  of  the  royal 
marriages,  to  take  the  Windsor,  or  any 
simifair  establishment,  into  their  conaide-  * 
ration.  But  he  wished  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  a  moment  to  the  sub- 
ject, for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
general  idea  of  the  Windsor  establishmenl 
bein^  en  such  a  footing  that  a  large  re- 
duction might  be  made  from  it,  was  erro- 
neous. He  really  believed,  that  if  the 
committee  gave  the  necessary  attention  to 
the  subject,  they  would  find  that,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  officers  of  state, 
the  establishment  was  conducted  dn  the 
principles  of  the  strictest  economy.  Never, 
ladeea,  was  aoy  establishment  conducted 
more  with  a  view  to  economy.  Now, 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  reduction 
which  could  be  made  in  the  quarter  to 
which  he  had  alluded  ?  The  whole'  of  the 
salaries  on  the  Windsor  establishment, 
from  the  officers  of  state  down  to  the 
meanest  servant,  amounted  to  88,000l« 
Of  this  sum  10,0CXV.  only  was  api^icable 
to  offices  of  that  description,  that  could 
admit  of  being  reducecU  If  they  took 
away  from  this  sum  the  allowance  to  those 
officers  who  were  indispensably  necessary, 
the  whole  sum,  with  respect  to  whim 
there  could  be  any  question  as  to  reduc- 
tion, came  within  6,00M.  Ibe  Windsor 
arrangements  had  been  adopted  by 
parliament  after  the  iulleat  discussion, 
and  he  hoped  and  trusted  Uiat  before  they 
proceedea  to  reduce  any  part  of  the  es« 
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tablishment,  the  subject  would  be  dis- 
cussed in  a  maoner  not  less  satisfactory. 

Mr,  Ttemey  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
with  respect  to  the  assertion,  that,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  officers  of  state,  it  was  im- 
possible there  could  be  any  reduction  in 
the  Windsor  establishment.  When  he 
redd  that  which  he  was  about  to  read  to 
the  committee,  he  hoped  he  should  satisfy 
every  member  that  the  statement  of  the 
noble  lord  was  completely  erroneous* 
His  majesty's  privy  purse  amounted  to 
60,000/.— a  privy  purse  of  60,000/.  in  the 
present  state  of  his  majesty  [Hear,  hear!!. 
Out  of  this  sum  he  admitted  that  the  al- 
lowance to  the  physicians  had  to  be  paid ; 
but  on  the  most  liberal  allowance  to  them, 
this  would  not  amount  to  18,000/.  a  year. 
There  was  also  received  out  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancaster  10,000/.  So  that  here  was 
70,000/.  a  year  which  her  majesty  had, 
without  there  being  any  necessity  of  ren- 
dering an  account  for  any  part  of  it. 
With  the  deduction  of  an  allowance  to 
the  physicians,  and  a  few  pensions,  this 
was  a  fund  for  accumulation  for  somebody 
[Hear,  hear  !]•  Her  majesty's  establish- 
ment amounted  to  100,000/.  a  year.  These 
two  sums  made  together  170,000/.  But 
besides  this  her  majesty  was  allowed  for 
the  Windsor  establishment  58,000/.,  and 
an  additional  allowance  of  1,000/.  a  year 
for  what  was  called  travelling  expenses ; 
and  the  allowance  for  the  two  princesses 
was  26,000/.  making  the  total  of  the  Wind- 
sor establishment  amount  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  ^S4,000/.  per  annum  [Hear,  hear, 
hear!].  If  the  noble  lord  had  meant  to 
say,  that  her  majesty  and  her  two 
daughtersy  together  wiui  the  king,  could 
not  be  maintamed  on  less  than  this  sum, 
he  was  ready  to  debate  the  matter  any 
day  that  he  nad  to  spare.  This  much  he 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  state,  to  meet 
the  broad  assertion,  that  no  reduction 
was  possible  in  the  Windsor  establishment. 

Lord  CasUereaeh  said,  that  an  accurate 
investigation  woiud  show  the  impossibility 
of  any  reduction  in  the  Windsor  establish- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  privy  purse, 
it  was  well  known,  that  a  creat  part  of  it 
was  devoted  to  benevolent  purposes. 
With  respect  to  the  100,000/.  to  her  ma- 
jesty, he  did  not  nbe  how  that  sum  could 
enter  into  any  computation  of  the  Windsor 
establishment.  Ine  House  would  bear 
in  mind,  that  her  majesty,  by  act  of  par- 
liament, was  entitled  to  the  full  sum  of 
100,000/.  as  her  jointure.  To  this  sum 
she  would  be  entitled  wherever  she  livedy 


and  it  could  not  therefore  be  said  to  form 
any  part  of  the  Windsor  establishment* 
If  they  deducted  that  sum  and  the  pri^y 
purse  from  the  establishment,  there  re« 
mained»  for  all  the  expenses  of  the  Wind- 
sor establishment,  only  58,000/.;  and 
they  would  recollect,  whether  the  queen 
lived  at  Windsor  or^not,  the  Windsor  es- 
tablishment must  he  kept  up.  The 
100,000/.  was  applicable  to  the  queen's 
own  estsblishment.  It  was  a  great  error 
to  suppose  that  the  Windsor  establishment 
furnished  any  part  of  the  queen's  house- 
hold. 

Mr.  Sumner  said,  he  had  stated,  pa 
rumour,  the  debts  of  the  duke  of  Clarence 
to  amount  to  40  or  50,000/.  It  was  now 
said,  that  the  whole  claims  against  the 
duke  of  Clarence  might  be  liquidated  for 
5,000/.  a  year.  The  question  was  not^ 
whether  they  would  grant  such  a  sum  as 
might  be  necessary  to  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence, but  whether  having  granted  him 
such  a  sum,  they  would  grant  him  another 
5,000/.  a  year  for  that  part  of  it,  the  fee 
of  which  he  had  already  consumed. 

Mr.  Lambton  said,  that  his  objection  to 
any  grant  had  not  been  obviated  by  any 
thine  that  had  fallen  from  the  other  side, 
and  ne  therefore  felt  himself  c^ed  on  to 
record  that  objection,  and  to  move  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  do  now 
leave  the  chair.  There  was  not  in  the 
three  kingdoms  a  warmer  friend  to  the 
house  of  Brunswick  than  himself;  he  was 
bred  up  in  the  principles  that  placed  that 
family  on  the  throne,  and  he  should  be 
wantmg  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  aupport 
that  family ;  but  when  he  looked  at  the 
burthened  state  of  the  country,  and  the 
distress  which  was  spreading  over  the  face 
of  the  country,  he  could  not  consent  to 
burthen  the  peoule  with  another  shilling 
for  additional  allowances  to  the  younger 
branches  of  the  royal  family.  If  the 
Windsor  establishment  was  excessive,  the 
abuses  ought  to  be  done  away  with  at 
once*  But  he  did  not  see  how  they  could 
take  that  establishment  into  their  consi- 
deration at  present.  Because  a  great  part 
of  the  Windsor  establishment  was  unne- 
cessary, that  was  no  reason  why  more 
than  was  necessary  ought  to  be  given  to 
others.  A  monstrous  charge  ought  not 
to  be  borne— but  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  present  question.  The  question 
was,  should  they  burthen  the  country  with 
6,000/.  a  year,  because  the  duke  of  Cla* 
rence  wished  to  marry?  because  he  had 
extravagantly  thrown  away  that  which 
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parUaioent  had  already  granted  him,  were 
they  to  make  good  the  effects  of  that  ex- 
trayagance?  This  was  not  surely  what 
the  people  expected  from  them.  Ill 
would  they  be  dischardog  their  duty  to 
their  constituents,  if  they  did  not  resist 
in  the  commencement  this  attempt  to  im- 
pose fresh  burthens  on  the  people  [Hear, 
near !]. 

Mr.  ff^ytm  said,  that  if  the  original  pto« 
position  had  been  adopted,  it  would  have 

Sme  farther  to  shake  the  attachment  of 
e  country  to  the  royal  family  than  any 
f  reposition  ever  submitted  to  parliament. 
le  would  shortly  state  the  grounds  why 
he  was  still  disposed  to  agree  with  the 
amendment  of  the  member  for  Surrey- 
He  could  not  accede  to  the  opinion  that 
the  junior  members  of  the  royal  family, 
having  already  received  a  settlement  m 
tiieir  unmarried  state,  were  entitled  to 
call  upon  the  public  for  an  additional 
grant  on  their  marriage.  He  thought  that 
the  argument  on  which  the  larger  grant 
to  the  duke  of  Clarence  was  founded, 
namely,  his  relative  situation  in  the  rojral 
family,  was,  in  fact,  destructive  of  the 
proposition  that  the  younger  branches 
should  also  be  amply  provided  for  with 
additional  funds.  For  what  was  the  ana- 
log of  private  life  ?  Was  it  usual,  when 
the  eldest  son  was  settled  in  marriage 
with  a  large  fortune,  and  a  corresponding 
establishment,  to  increase  also  the  incomes 
andestablisfamentsof  theyounger  branches 
in  the  same  proportion  ?  Was  not  the  very 
contrary  the  customary  mode  of  proceed- 
ing i  He  should  me  his  vote  in  favour  of 
the  6,000^  which,  in  a  former  instance, 
was  considered  a  sufficient  income.  In 
the  event  of  an  increase  of  family,  it  would 
be  for  parliament  to  consider  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  to  grant  an  in- 
crease if  they  thought  proper.  On  the  oc- 
casion of  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  York 
40,000^.  had  been  voted ;  but  then  it  was 
to  be  considered  that  the  marriage  was 
peculiarly  desirable,  on  account  of  the 
aOianqe  with  Prussia,  the  treaty  of  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee ;  and  be- 
sides, the  duchess  of  York  brought  with 
her  a  large  dowry,  he  believed  160,000 
crowns.  With  respect  to  the  Windsor 
establishment,  it  appeared  to  be  a  question 
amply  worthy  of  tne  consideration  of  par- 
liament, but  not  that  night  Whatever 
reduction  could  be  made  m  that  establish- 
ment, the  House  were  equally  bound  to 
iflake,  although  the  present  question  had 
never  come  before  them.  Upon  the  whole, 
(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  minor 
sum  was  for  the  present  suffident. 

Mr.  Lati^bton  did  not  press  his  amend- 
ment ;  and  fhe  committee  divided  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Holme  Sum- 
ner for  reducing  \he  allowance  of  the 
duke  of  Clarence  from  lOfiKM*  to  6fiOOL 
a  year: 

Forthe  Amendmenttt.....;.,.....  193 

Against  it 184 

Majority  — —  9 

The  result  was  receivedwith  loud  shouts 
of  approbation ;  amidst  which,  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  rose  and  observed,  that  since  the 
House  had  thoi^t  proper  to  refute  the 
lamr  sum  to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  he 
beaeved  he  might  say  that  the  negotiation 
for  the  marrisee  might  be  considered  at 
an  end.  The  House  then  resumed,  and 
the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  reported 
to-morrow. 

lAst  of  the  Majority;   and  aba  of  the 

Minority.    , 

Majority. 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Abereromby,  Robt.^ 
Althorp,  Viscount  * 
Aubrey, 'Sir  John 
Abdy,  sir  W. 
Aclimd,  sir  Thos. 
Atkins,  John 
Archdale,  gen. 
Astell,  Wm. 
Ashurst,  Wuk 
Blair,  J.  H. 
Baker,  John 
BoUand  John 
BroadlHirst,  John 
Barclay,  Charles 
Bankes,  Henry 
Bankes,  George 
BastaidyJoha 
Babington^Thoa. 
Butterworth^Jos. 
Burrell,  W  Jter 
BenUock,  lord  W. 
Bouahey,  sir  J.  F. 
Broderick,  hoa.  W. 
Baillie,  J.  B. 
Baring,  sir  Thos. 
Bamett,  James 
Barnard,  vise. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Birch  Jos. 
Brand,  hon.  Thos. 
Brougham^  Henry 
Burroughs,  sir  W. 
Byng,  George 
Cooper,  Ed.  9. 
Carbampton,  earl  of 
Cockrell,  sir  C. 
Calcraft,  Joha 

(1) 


Cawthome,  J.  F. 
CaKert,  Nic. 
Calvert,  Charles 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Carew,.R.  S. 
Carter,  John 
Caulficld,  hon.  H. 
Cochrane,  lord 
Coke,  Thomas  W. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Cocks,  hon.  Jas* 
Cocks,  J.  8. 
Davenport,  D. 
Drake,  T.T. 
Drake,  W.  T. 
Drummond,  G.  If, 
Dowdeswell,  J.  £. 
Dunlop,  geneial 
Dickinson,  Wm. 
Duncanaon,  vise. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Douglas, W.  ILK. 
£gertou,  Wilbcaham 
Ellison,  Cuthbert 
Ellison,  Richard 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Finlay,  Kirkman 
Forbes,  sir  M. 
Forbes,  C. 
Fane,  John 
Fellowes,  W.  B. 
Fazakerly,  Nicholas 
Fergusson,  sirIC  C 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Folkestone,  Vise. 
Franklsnd,  Robt. 
Freniantie,  Win. 
Gaskeli,  Bepjaman 
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Giuaey,  Hudaon 
Gilbert,  D.  Giddy 
G«scofyne,ffeDeral 
GranL  J.  P. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Gordon,  sit  W.  D, 
Gnttan,  rt  hon.  H. 
Hammersley,  Hugh 
Holdsworth,  A. 
Home,  Wm. 
Hamilton,  ford  A. 
Heathcote,sirG, 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Hornby,  Ed. 
Hurst,  Robt 
HUl,  lord  Arthur. 
JoUiffe,  HUton 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Knatchbull,  sir  £. 
Kine,  sir  J.  D. 
Lockbart,J. 
Leader,  W. 
Latouche,  John 
Lambton,J.  G. 
Lefevre,C.  S. 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttleton,bon.W.  H. 
Lester,  Ben|. 
Lubbock,  sur  John 
Lowndes.  Wm. 
Mait]and,£.F. 
Mills,  C. 
Marryat,  Joseph 
Manning,  W. 
MordauotySirC. 
Morrit,  J.  B.  S. 
Maodonald,  Jas. 
Madocks,  Wm.  A.  * 
Markhaoi,  AdmL 
Martin,  John 
Martin,  Henry 
Methuen,  Paul 
Morpeth,  vise. 
Moore,  Peter 
Newport,  sir  John 
North,  Dudley 
Nugent,  lord 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Old,  Wm. 
Oasulston,  lord 
Ogle,  H.  M. 
Onslow,  Arthur 
Prothem,£d. 
Portman,K.  fi. 
Plunkett,  rt.  hon.  W. 
PeirsoyHeniy 
PeUiam,hon.  C.A. 
Philips,  George 
Piggotp  Sff  A. 


PoDsonby,  hon,  ?•  G. 
PowletL  hon.  W« 
Proby,  hon.  capt 
Philumoie,  Jos. 
Pym,  F. 

Robinson,  G.  A. 
RashleighyWm. 
Roberts,  W.  T. 
Rowley,  sirWm. 
RusseU,  R.  G. 
Saxton,  ur  C. 
Simeon,  sir  John 
Shaw,  sir  J. 
Shaw,  Ben. 
Staniforth,  John 
Swan,  Henry 
Sturt,Heni;y 
Sebright,  sir  John 
Spencer,  lord  R. 
Scudamore,  R. 
Sharp,  Richard 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  George 
Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Abel 
Smith,  Robt. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smyth,  J.H. 
Symonds,T.  P. 
Stanley,  lord 
Thornton,  Samuel 
Thompson,  Tho. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Talbot,  R.  W. 
Tavistock,  marq.  of 
Tiemey,  rt  hon.  G. 
Vaughan,  sir  R. 
Vyse,  R.  W.  H. 
Vernon,  Granville 
Wodehouse,  £dm . 
Wilder,  general 
Wilberforce,  Wm. 
Wright,  J.  A. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Waldegnve,  hon.  W. 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Webb^Ed. 
Wharton,  John 
WiUdns,  Walter 
Williams^R. 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 
WiUiaaii,Owen 
Wood,  alderman 

TiLLia. 
Sumner,  O*  H, 

Paieed  ovv. 
Buirell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Mackintosh,  iir  J. 
Plumer,  William 


Abereronl^,  hon.  A.    Apsley*  loi^ 
Allan,  GttMge  Bany,  rt  hoi\.  J. 

Aib«ttaol^cLlm.Cu    Bathunt,  tt  lion.  C. 


Benson,  R. 
Buxton,  J.  Jacob 
Beresford,  lord  G. 
Beresford,  sir  J. 
Bernard,  vise. 
Binning,  lord 
Blackburne,  John 
BlackbumcL  J.  J. 
Boswell,  Alex. 
Bridport,  lord 
Butler,  hon.  H.  C. 
Bpume,  rt.  hn.  W .  S. 
Brooke,  C. 
Brydgcs,  sir  S.  E. 
Calvert,  John 
Copley,  J.  S. 
Congreve,  sir  W. 
Compton,  earl  of 
Cole,  sir  C. 
Co]tburst,sirN. 
Canning,  rt  hon.  G. 
Canning,  G. 
Cartwright,  W.  R. 
Castlereagh,vi8c. 
Chute,  W. 
Clerke,  sir  G. 
Clive,  Henry 
Collet,  £.  John 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Cranboume,  vise. 
Cricket,  R.  A. 
Croker,J.W. 
Curtis,  sir  W. 
Cust,  hon.  W. 
Curzon,  hon.  B. 
Chichester,  Arthur 
Dering  C. 
Daliymple,  A.  J. 
Disbrowe,  coL 
Dundas,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Duffierin,lord 
Dawkins,  James 
Doveton,  Gabriel 
Duncombe,  C. 
Eliot,  hon.  Wm. 
£stcourt,T.G. 
Evelyn,  Lyndon 
Fane,J.Tnos, 
Farmer,  S. 
Farquhar,  James 
Feiguflson,  J. 
Fincb,  hon.  Ed. 
Fitzharris,  vise. 
Fitzhugh,Wm. 
Flood,  sir  F. 
Forb^  viscount 
Forrester,  Cecil 
Foster,  Leslie 
Franco,  R. 
Frank,  admiral 
Eraser,  C. 
Fynes,  Henry 
Giffbrd,  sir  Robt 
Gipps,  George 
Golding,  Ed.  * 
Grant,  colonel 
Goock,T.S. 


Ooulbum^iL 
Gower,eul 
Grant  C.  jun. 
GreviU^  hon.  su^  Q, 
Gunning,  sir  G. 
HUl,  sir  G.  F. 
Hope,  een.  A; 
Howard,  lord  H.  M. 
fiume,  sir  A. 
Holmes,  Wm. 
tiuskisson,  rt  ban. 

Wm. 
Holfoid,  a  P. 
Hulse,  sirCbEi^ta^ 
Jackson,  nr  J. 
Jenkinson,  hon.  O. 
Innes,Hugh 
Keane,  sir  John 
Kerrison,  sur  £. 
Kirkwall,  vise. 
Lacon,  E.R. 
Legh,ThonMia 
LBscelles,lord 
Littleton,  £. 
Long,  rt.  hoot  C. 
Longfield,  col. 
Loptt,  sir  M» 
Lovaine,lord 
Lushinglon,S.B. 
liittreir,  BL  F. 
Lygon,  hon.  H.  B« 
Maitlflod,  John 
Maberly,  John 
Macdonald.  R. 
Magoribanks.  sirT. 
Manners,  loraRt 
Manners,  Rt 
March,  earl  of 
Marsh,  C. 
Melliah,Wm. 

MichelL  seneral 
Monk,  sir  C. 
Moore,  lord  H. 
Moorson,  sir  R. 
Mor1and,S.B. 
Machonochie,  A. 
Money,  Wm.T. 
NeviUe,  Rich. 
Nicholl  right  boo* 

air  John 
Osborne;  J.  R.    ^ 
Owen,  sir  John 
Paget,  hon.  B. 
Paget,  hon.  C. 
Palmer,  colonel 
Peel,  sir  Robt 
Peel  rt.  hon.  R. 
Peel,W.Y. 
Per^,  hon.  J* 
PennEnt.  G.  H.  0. 
Phipps,  hon.  general 
Pole,  sir  C. 
Porter,  general 
Powell,W.  E. 
Pringle,  sir  Wm. 
Quin,  lM>n.  W.- 
RooksavagOi  lord 
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Bound^Joha 
B^der,  rt  hon.  SL 
Jtobfai80Dy  rL  hon.  F. 
St  Paul,  «r  H. 
Soolt,  sir  Wnu 
Soolt|  S. 
ShaWySobt. 
8bapli6rdy  w& 
SiD^leloii,  Bfaik 

$onienet9  lord  G. 
Spencer,  sir  B. 
Stanhope,  hon.  J. 
Stirling,  tir  W. 
Stopfora,  hon.  sir  E. 
Strait,  J.  H. 
Sullivtn,  rt  hon.  J. 
Strahan,  Andrew 
&rkes,sirM. 
Tnomtoa,  general 
Tbynne,  lord  John 
Townshend,  hon.  U. 

G.P. 
TreRisis,  hon.  C. 
Ure  Maaterton 


Valletort,  vise. 
Vanslttart,    rt.  hon. 

N. 
Vcmon,  George. 
Walpole,  lord 
Wallace,  rt.  hon.  T. 
Ward,  Robt 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Wctberell,  C. 
White,  Matthew 
Wigrain,Robt 
Wilson,  C.  £. 
Wildman,— — ~ 
Williams,  Robt 
Wise.  A. 
Wood,  sir  Mark 
Wood,  Mark 
Wood,coL 
Worcester,  Biait|.  of 
Wrottesley,  U. 
Wyatt,  C. 
Yorke,  right  hon.  C. 

Paired  off. 
Murray,  genl.sir  John 
Yarmouth,  earl  of 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thureday,  April  16. 

PaxMCB  Rxobkt's  MsasAGX  rbspect- 

IVG  TUX  MaRRIAOKS  OF     THE    RoYAL 

DuKBS.]  Lord  Caitkreagh  said:— »Sir, 
in  rising  to  move  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
lake  into  consideration  the  Message  of  his 
Royal  Hiffhness  the  Pk'ince  Regent,  re- 
specting the  intended  marriages  of  some 
of  his  royal  brothers,  it  may  perhaps  be 
convenient  to  state  to  the  House  the 
course  which  is  meant  to  be  adopted  in 
that  committee.  It  is  intended  tnat  the 
resolutions  which  I  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting last  ni^t,  should  be  followed  up 
on  the  preaent  evening ;  but  before  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  brought  up,  I 
wish  to  state  to  the  House  one  or  two 
circumstances  connected  with  it.  In  the 
obaervations  which  I  addressed  to  the 
House  last  night,  I  mentiooed,  that  the 

C'oposed  grants  had  been  reduced  to  the 
west  possible  scale  on  which  they  could 
be  made,  consistentljr  with  the  rank  and 

Sinity  of  the  illustnous  personages  for 
om  they  were  inteDded.  When  his 
majesty's  mbisters  on  a  former  evening 
discovered  the  sense  of  the  House  as  far 
as  it  could  then  be  known  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  these  grants,  tliey  felt  it  their  duty 
to  make  the  most  minute  inquiry  into 
them,  ind  after  a  diligent  eBaminatioo, 
and  after  bavins  consulted  those  who  were 
wall  acquaioted  with  such  matteras  they 


coBie  to  the  deleniunadoii  of  fedacbg 
them  to  those  sums  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  submitting.    In  thefirst  oftheae^ 
that  to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  the  Houae 
conceived,  that  a  farther  rednctioa  ni^t 
be  made,  and  they  therefore  made  it.  To 
that  decisioB  of  course  his  majesty's  mi* 
nistera  muat  bow*    Having  been,  alr^  the 
oigan  of  theae  communicatiops  to  th^ 
House,  it  willt  I  truat^  feel,  that  I  should 
not  have  perfonned  mv  duty  if  I  had  not 
informed  nia  Rojral  H^ihneaa  the  duke  of 
Clarence  of  Uie  resolution  to  whidi  the 
House  had  come.    I  therefore  took  an 
opportunity  this  morning  of  communt- 
eating  the  matter  to  .his  royal  hL^iMai 
and  here.  Sir,  I  beg  to  say,  that  Fsheuld 
not  be  doing  justice  to  his  royal  hi^meas» 
if  I  omitted  to  state,  that  in  receiving  thia 
communication,  and  in  the  obaervationa 
which  he  made  to  me  npoh  the  subject^ 
he  seoned  impressed  witn  sentiments  of 
the  highest  respect  for  the  decision  of  the 
House.    But  as  his  acoeptanee  of  any 
provision  whidi  might  be  voted  for  bin 
would  necessarilv  imply  an  obligation  to 
maintain  an  eatabliabment  aiich  aa  would 
be  required  by  hia  aituation  in  thia  couii* 
try  after  hia  marriage,  and  as  hia  royal 
highneaa  ia  thorougmy  convinced  that .  he 
could  not  undertake  to  maintain  auch  aa 
establishment  with   the   sum  propoaedf 
without  the  certainty  of  incurrinff  em* 
barraaaments  from  which  he  would  have 
no  meana  of  extricating  himself,  his  royal 
highness  deems  it  incumbent  upon  him,  ia 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to  autho- 
rise me  to  declare,  with  the  utmost  de« 
ference  to  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  that  he  feels  himself 
compelled  to  decline  availing  hinkaelf  of 
the  provision  intended  for  him.    Hia  raa^ 
jeatya  minbtera  feel  warantad  in  aayingy 
that  the  sum  whidi  they  proposed  was  the 
least   which,   under  the   circumstancesi 
could  be  <^ered;  and   thcj,  thereforet 
afttf  due  consideration,  thmk  that  the 
reason  for   the  non-acceptance  of  the 
grant  on  the  part  of  his  royal  highness  ia 
well  grounded.    I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  state  these  circumstances  to  the 
House,  that  they  may  decide  in   what 
manner   the   report   of  the   committee 
should  be  disposed  of—- The  noble  loid 
concluded  by  moving  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into  the 
cemmittee.«-The  House  having  accord* 
indy  resolved  itself  into  the  committee, 

Lord  CaeUereufk  said,  that  the  part  oC 
the  meaiiy  to  wtedi  he  wished  to  call  the 
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attemion  <if  the  committee,  wab  that 
which  related  to  the  marriage  of  his  royal 
highness  the  dtike  of  Cambridge.  After 
the  attention  which  the  House  had  siven 
to  his  detailed  observations  on  the  subject 
of  a  provision  for  this  illustrious  member 
of  therojal  family,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  now  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  by  a  repetition  of  them.  He' 
would  merely  move  the  resolution  for  the 
grant,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  of 
giving  any  explanation  or  statement  which 
might  be  necessary.  He  then  moved, 
^  That  it  is  the  opimon  of  this  Committee, 
that  his  majesty  ba  enabled  to  grant  an 
additional  yeai^ly  sum  of  money  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  of  6,000^,  to  malce  a  suit- 
able provision  for  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Didce  of  Cambridge,  upon  his  marriage." 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  the  last  de- 
bate  had  been  confined  almost  entirely  to 
the  consideration  of  the  proposed  grant 
to  the  duke  of  Clarence.  It  would  now 
appear  from  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord, 
roat  because  the  House  had  thought  fit  to 
reduce  the  proposed  grant  to  that  royal 
personage  to  6,000/.  a  year,  that  minis- 
ters thought  the  next  grant  might  be 
moved  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  that 
nothine  more  was  necessary  than  to  name 
one  of  the  younger  princes,  to  entitle 
him  to  6,000^  a  year  But  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  say  that  even  if  he  stood 
alonot  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him,  as  a 
guardian  of  the  public  purse,  to  object 
to  proposals  thus  made— to  grants  brought 
forward  not  -  one  by  one,  and  each  on  its 
own  circumstances,  but  in  a  mass,  and  as 
parts  of  a  system.  He  objected  to  this 
lumping  proceeding,  which  went  upon 
Dotfainff  less  than  the  broad  principle, 
that  all  tbe  members  of  the  royal  family 
who  were  disposed  to  contract  marriages, 
should  have  a  large  addition  to  their  al- 
ready splendid  allowances.  No  one  could 
lament  more  than  he  did*  the  afBicting  and 
irreparable  loss  which  had  interrupted  the 
diitet  succession.  The  moM  they  re- 
flected on  it,  and  the  longer  time  they 
had  to  think  on  it»  the  more  deeply 
would  it  be  impressed  on  their  minds ; 
and  he  was  certain,  that  if  any  thing 
eottld  make  the  grief  of  the  nation  more 
poignant,  it  would  be  the  manner  in 
which  these  wholesale  grants  had  been 
proposed  to  other  noemtoa  of  that  illus- 
trious house.  It  waa  painfiil  to  make  any 
observatioDs  on  tbe  Goamcter  or  conduct 
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of  particular  members  of  the  royal  house^ 
whose  situation  and  character  were  so 
eminently  connected  with  the  security 
and  the  happiness  ci  the  monarchy.  Ha 
should,  therefore,  pass  over  that  subject 
swiftly ;  but  he  could  not  avoid  to.  add» 
that  the  propositions  of  the  grants  to  dbeit 
royal  highnesses  the  dukes  of  Clarenceand 
Cumberland,  must  tend  to  impress  still 
more  on  their  minds  the  lamented  decease 
of  the  princess  Charlotte,  and  to  strengthen 
their  feelinffs  and  recollections  of  the 
evils  of  her  loss. 

He  admitted,  that  it  was  highly  expe- 
dient that  facilities  should  be  afforded  to 
the  marriage  of  the  princes  of  the  royal 
family ;  and  if  there  was  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  these  provisions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  succession  in  the 
family  of  those  princes  who  had  been 
bom  and  educated  in  this  country ;  if  it 
could  be  proved,  that  no  member  of  the 
royal  family  would  contract  a  marriage 
without  some  allowance  from  parliament, 
he  should  vote  for  the  lowest  possible  sum 
which  would  be  sufficient.  If  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that  no  other  but  the  youngest  of 
the  princes  of  the  royal  family  could  con- 
tract a  marriage,  and  that  without  an  al- 
lowance it  woiud  be  impossible  for  him  to 
contract  it,  his  objection  would  be  nearly, 
or  entirely  got  rid  of.  But  if  the  principle 
was  applicable  to  all  the  princes,  why  pass 
on  to  the  youngest  and  leave  one  royal 
duke  out,  whose  character  stood  so  emi- 
nent, whose  public iConduct  was  so  excel- 
lent, and  who  had  so  particularly  distin- 
guished himself  by  the  measures  he  had 
taken  for  relievinff  himself  from  those  in- 
cumbrances whidi  he  believed  could  not 
be  considered  as  imputable  to  himself? 
The  duke  of  Kent  had  already  been  men- 
tioned. His  private  character  was  unim- 
peached,  and  his  public  conduct  entitled 
him  to  the  just  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  The  recent  measures  which  that 
royal  duke  had  adopted,  and  to  which 
he  should  not  have  alluded,  but  that 
they  had  been  already  mentioned,  and 
which  promised  to  liberate  his  income  in 
a  short  time  from  the  difficulties  in  which 
by  accidental  circumstances  it  had  beeft 
involved,  rendered  him  still  more  worthy 
of  regard.  The  duke  of  Clarence  had 
informed  the  House,  m  terms  of  p'oat 
respect,  that  he  could  not  accept  of  the 
pro£fered  allowance.  A  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  last  ni^ht  told  them,  that  in  the 
proposed  marriage,  his  ro^al  highnev 
would  have  made  great  sacnfioea  of  pri- 
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vate  fbelinff— diat  he  onlj-  felt  what 
required  from  him  by  his  duty  to  the 
iDODarchy  of  which  he  formed  so  distin- 
guished a  part,  and  that  he  had  overcome 
bU  objections  of  a  prhate  nature.  That 
repugnance  was  now  no  longer  to  be  got 
OTor;  theinsiAciencyinhis  Royal  High- 
ness's  opinion^  of  the  parliamentar^r  al« 
lowance>  added  to  his  former  objections, 
left  no  hope  of  his  marriage.  But  why, 
all  at  once,  did  the  noble  lord  proceed  to 
the  youngest  of  the  sons  of  the  royal 
familVf  except  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing the  principle,  that  an  addition  of 
6,000/.  a  year  diould  be  granted  to  each 
of  those  who  choose  to  enter  into  the 
married  state  ?  In  behalf  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  although  his  Royal  Highness 
was  already  married,  it  would,  of  course, 
be  contended,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to 
make  an  ^ception,  and  to  refuse  to  the 
elder  what  was  granted  to  the  younger 
brother.  If  the  principle  was  to  apply 
senerally,  why  make  any  exceptions  i 
The  duke  of  Sussex's  character  was  un- 
impeachable, and  in  his  meritorious  con- 
duct be  had  gone  farther  than  the  duk^ 
of  Kent,  havmg  given  up  neariy  all  his 
income  to  liquidate  embarrassments,  while 
he  had  not  the  advantages  possessed  by 
the  other  royal  dukes.  The  duke  m 
Kent  had  the  governorship  of  the  garrison 
of  Gibraltar,  and  had  a  regiment  worth 
1,500^.  a  year.  The  duke  of  Clarence, 
be  believed,  had  2,5001.  a  year  under  a 
warrant  of  the  privy  seal.  The  duke  of 
Sussex  had  no  allowance  from  any  of 
these  sources— he  had  only  his  parliamen- 
taiy  income  at  one  time  of  12,000/.  and 
afterwards  of  18,000/.  a  year,  and  this  al- 
lowance he  had  a  year  later  Uian  the  duke 
of  Cambridge,  tnough  he  was  a  year 
older.  The  duke  of  Cambridge,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  previously  to  his  mairiagey 
had  a  table  kept  for  him  in  the  palace, 
and  was  thus  prevented  from  coming  to 
his  allowance  with  a  heavy  arrear  of  ctebt, 
as  his  royal  brother  was  obliged  to-  do. 
Much  had  been  said  of  the  private  affiurs 
of  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  and  viewing, 
as  he  did,  economy,  not  only  as  meri- 
torious, but  as  a  virtue  ( and  if  not  a  virtue, 
the  most  rigid  moralist  would  allow  it  to 
be  the  parent  of  many  virtues),  he  should 
offer  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  tribute  of 
bis  admiration.  But  his  royal  highness 
tho  duke  of  Cambridge  had  practised  it  in 
drcumstances  which  nnade  that  virtue 
eomparativdy  easy*  He  had  his  allow- 
aiices  eadier  thaa  hia  royal  bfotheri  the 
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duke  of  Sussex,  and  had  not  come  to  it 
with  that  unavoidable  arrear  of  debt.  He 
had  a  laree  military  income,  and  in  Han- 
over he  had  an  income  which  had  been 
stated  at  6,000/.  a  year,  besides  a  town 
and  conatry  house,  a  shooting  seat,  witii 
the  use  of  the  king's  stables  and  servants. 
Whether  or  not  he  had  a  table  kept  up 
besides  his  income  of  6,000/.  a  year,  or 
whether  that  expense  was  included  in  it» 
he  was  uncertam.  Thus  over  and  above 
his  personal  and  household  expenses,  and 
his  military  income  he  had  18,000/  a  year 
from  this  country,  which  mi^ht  be  allowed 
to  accumulate,  and  he  behoved  that,  in 
fact,  it  did  so  accumulate,  and  that  large 
sums  were  vested  by  his  Royal  Highneie 
in  the  funds  of  the  country.  Ho  meant 
nothing  invidious  towards  the  royal  fa* 
mily:  he  spoke  on  the  nrinciple  of  the 
proposed  measure;  and  ne  «raa  Justified 
m  saying,  that  while  the  House  would 
not  hesitate  to  vote  some  aliowance  to 
those  members  of  the  royal  family  whom 
it  was  desirable  to  see  married,  and^rho 
would  not  be  enabled  otherwise  to  con- 
tract marriages,  so  they  were  bound  by 
their  duty  to  their  constituents  to  refiaso 
grants  to  those  to  whom  they  were  not 
necessary.  They  were  bound  in  consist* 
ency  to  refuse  them.  In  consistency,  he 
said,  because  having  refused  to  givo 
10,OOOL  to  the  duke  of  Clarence  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary, why  should  they  grant  6,000/.  a 
year  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  which 
was  admitted  not  to  be  necessary?  In 
voting,  therefore,  a  sum  to  that  illus* 
trious  person,  they  were  only  squan* 
dering  the  money  of  the  public  to  pay 
an  idle,  but  not  on  that  account  a  less  ex- 
pensive compliment.  If  the  noble  lord, 
therefore,  could  not  assert  that  without 
this  allowance  his  Royal  Highness's  pri* 
vate  and  public  income  would  not  enaUe 
him  to  marry,  he  should  give  the  motiea 
his  negative  altogether* 

Funds  had  beini  adverted  to  (the  Wind^i 
sor  establishment),  from  which  these  al* 
lowanoes  might-  with  propriety^|^fe» 
plied.  But  there  were  otner  fiiVr  he 
meant  Uie  private  funds  of  the  heads  of 
that  fllustrious  house.  On  the  malady  of 
the  king,  comAiissioners  were  appointed 
to  manage  the  private  fortune  ot  kis  ma« 
jesty,  and  it  was  once  proposed  (although 
the  proposition  was  aiWrwards  withdrawn  ) 
that  salaries  of  1,000(,  a  year  should  be 
paid  to  then  from  that  source.  This  as* 
iOQied,  that  thoae  fanda  were  ample.    It 
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the  committee  woum  not  thioklikn  aotu* 
sled  by  a  dispesUion  to  pry  ioto  the  af- 
Siin  of  the  rojral  fiimi^.  He  meant  no 
anch  thing,  nor  did  he  intend  any  thii^ 
likediwespect:  but  when  they  heard  of 
the  difficulties  of  lome  of  the  nearest  and 
dearest  reUtivea  of  the  heads  of  the  royal 
fimily,  it  seemed  to  be  naturalf  that  thoae 
who  had  Iprge .  incomes*  and  pr<qperty 
aaved  Inr  a  wise  practice  of  economy, 
should  furnish  at  least  a  part  of  the  as« 
aistance  wanted*  He  was  sure  he  <mly 
•poke  the  sense  of  the  House  and  thie 
oouBtiy  when  he  suggested  that  the  course 
of  jBfroceeding  which  he  recommended 
wouU  show  Uiat  the  highest  individuals 
in  the  country  bad  a  fellow  feeling  in  the 
public  distress,  and  entertained  a  ^ eoe- 
roos  sympathy  for  a  pe<^>le  distinguished 
by  such  constant  loyalty,  attachment,  and 
npgaid.  They  were  wisely  eaempted 
ffon  all  share  m  the  public  burthens,  and 
as  that  storm  was  blown  over,  which  they, 
as  wd\  as  the  people,  were  interested  m 
escaping,  they  miffht  now  take  an  oppor* 
tonity  to  relieve  the  burthens  of  the  na- 
tion by  dispensing  to  the  less  fortunate 
branches  of^  their  fiunily  that  abundance 
which  was  enjoyed  by  those  who  were 
more  fiivoored,  or  even  more  provident. 
He  confessed  it  was  not  the  amount  which 
chiefly  arrested  his  attention.  He  consi- 
dered the  principle  mora  important  stilL 
It  was  not  so  much  whether  6,00QL  more 
should  be  voted,  as  whether  any  thing 
ahould  be  voted  which  was  not  necessary. 
Their  respect  and  delicacy  would  be  mis- 
placed, and  he  would  say  childish,  not 
only  itSfiOOLf  but  if  sixpence  more  than 
was  necessary  should  be  voted.  It  was 
highly  deservins  of  rq^Nrobation,  that  the 
people  should  be  incumbered  with  the 
payaisnt  of  any  thinff  not  indispensably 
lequirBd  'that  a  people  so  well knovm for 
their  patience,  for  all  their  borthenscheer- 
fidly  periMv  and  for  an  indi^Kisition  to 
grumble  At  those  burthens  as  long  as  they 
w«ra  ant  to  be  avoided.  Let  not  that 
Mopla  be  told  that  they  were  clamorous, 
If  they  objected  to  pay  what  was  then  de- 
mandedt  afker  they  had  paid  milliooa 
witboot  a  murmur  when  they  felt  it  to  be 
necessary  to  do  ao.  There  was  no  ^eater 
enemy  to  the  people,  no  falser  fhend  to 
the  royal  fiunily,  than  he»  who  abandoning 
his  duty  to  his  censtitnents  would  per- 
suade parliament  to  put  a  negative  upont 
or  not  vohmtarily  to  comp^  witb^  the 
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expressed  sense  of  the  people.  Tlie  cry 
of  economy  had  gone  rorth  from  one  end 
of  ihe  kingdom  to  the  other;  and  if  one 
kind  was  more  loudly  called  for  than  an- 
other,  it  was  that  particularly  connected 
with  the  princes  of  the  royal  house.  As 
to  personal  qualifications^  wheve  the 
question  was  as  to  the  mrant  of  pnblio 
money  to  the  family  on  the  thronei  thef 
were  not  fit  subjeists  of  debate.  The 
means  of  the  individuals  to  support  their 
station,  and  not  their  personal  character, 
should  be  looked  to.  If  the  sum  waa 
ffranted  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  he 
aid  not  see  how  it  could  be  refused  to  the 
duke  of  Cumberland.  What  he  was  in  hie 
public,  what  he  was  in  his  private  charac- 
ter, did  not  matter  to  die  House.  He 
knew  nothing  of  the  duke  of  Ciraiberland 
in  his  private  character:  in  his  publie 
character,  he  thought  he  had  actea  erro« 
neously.  He  considered  him  as  haviqg 
been  a  party  to  a  gross  political  intrigue^ 
But  when  it  was  asked,  whether,  on  that 
account,  he  should  remain  in  a  state  of 
degraded  noverty,  while  large  grants  were 
made  to  nis  brothers^  he  should  reply 
that,  in  consistency,  parliament  could  not 
sufier  it  No  man  should  think  that  he 
was  an  enemy  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
monarchy  by  refusing  this  motion*  In 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  and  the  temper  of 
men's  minds,  there  was  growing  more  and 
more,  a  determination,  dieep-rooted,  fiaedL 
and  immoveable,  that  the  people  would 
have  economy.  And  if  one  part  of  the 
public  extravajpnce  was  more  personally 
odious  and  omisive  than  another,  it  waa 
improvident  and  useless  grants  to  the 
members  of  the  royal  fiunilv.  Let  the  suc- 
cession be  maintained  by  all  fiiir  (and  fair 
because  necessary )  means.  One  of  the 
illustrious  men  who  was  now  regarded 
only  as  the  greatest  poet,  though  he  waa 
also  one  of  ue  finnest,  though  often  mis* 
represented  friends  of  liberty,  had  said 
that  he  preferred  a  republicto  a  BMrnarchy^ 
because  the  trappings  of  a  monarchy 
would  set  up  a  commonwealth.  In  thia 
he  presumed  to  differ  from  him,  and  to 
think  that  he  took  too  narrow  a  view  of 
the  question;  for  he  (Mr.  B.)  preferrsjd 
a  monarchy,  with  all  its  trappings ;  but  it 
was  on  the  condition,  that  they  should  be 
cut  down  to  the  lowest  amount,  consist- 
ently  with  die  safety  of  the  monarchy  it* 
sel£  But  be  WM  no  true  friend  to  royalty 
who  attempted  to  draw  off  veneratioii 
from  the  faorick  of  the  moaarchy  to  its 
extrinsic  onuunents^  andy  by  accumukting 
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espeoiey  to  amt  to  penuade  the  peoplo 
that  other  fonns  of  got ernment  were  het^ 
ter»  becauae  they  vere  cheiyper.  Thai 
member  would  do  hia  duty,  ant  to  the 
people,  became  they  were  the  first  con- 
eemedi  and  next  to  the  family  on  the 
throne»  who  voted  all  that  was  amolutely 
Aeceiianr  to  preserve  the  succession^  but 
not  one  mrthiag  more* 

Lord  Cudkread^  said,  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  by  tne  obserralions  of  the 
hoD»  and  learned  genUeman  who.  had  just 
aat  down,  to  say  a  few  word%  and  he 
would  compress  what  he  had  to  wkjin 
the  shortest  possiUe  compass.  Nolwilh- 
alanding  the  proTocatioos  thrown  out  by 
the  hen.  ana  learned  gentleman  by  tbie. 
tone  of  every  part  of  his  speed,  he  wooldi 
endeavour  to  meet  his  remarb  in  that 
temperate  manner  which  was  desirable  in 
every  discussion,  but  especially  where  the 
subject  was  such  as  that  now  before  tiie 
committee.  Before  he  applied  himself  to 
the  matter  of  the  hon^  and]  learned  gen- 
tleman's speech^  he  eodd  not  avoid  oU« 
ling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  that 
part  of  it  from  whiA  (if  the  hon.  and 
teamed  gentleman  had  not  concluded  that 
part  of  his  subject,  by  saying  that  he 
would  not  make  any  invidious  compari- 
eons  between  the  members  of  die  roval 
fiunily),  he  should  have  supposed  that 
the  obvious  intention  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  was,  to  make  his  speech 
the  vehicle  of  invidious  reflections  and  in* 
vidioua  comparisons  between  the  members 
of  the  royal  family.  The  boa.  and  learned 
geMleman  set  out  with  saying,  that  the 
snbleot  waa  one  of  great  delicacy ;  but  he 
had  hardly  gone  through  his  first  sentence 
before  he  broadly  inshHiated  that  one  of 
his  objections  to  the  proposal  was,  that  it 
obliged  him  to  pronounce  on  the  charac- 
ten  of  two  members  of  the  royal  fiunily. 
When  the  hon.  and  learned  geatleBsaa 
piwfossed  to  be  a  friend  to  the  royal  famih^ 
aaa  member  of  parlmment,  he  (lord  C.) 
was  bound  to  believe  him ;  but  he  must 
say,  that  if  there  was  any  course  calculat- 
ea  above  all  others  to  mspire  into  tho 
mmds  of  the  people  a  feeling  of  dimst 
towards  the  royal  famOy,  it  was  that  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  goitleman  had  pur« 
aoed.  ^  Such  reflections  operated  in  con- 
cert with  the  poison  so  inoustriously  dis- 
aenunated  out  of  doors.  There  was  no 
proceeding  better  adapted  to  such  purw 
posse  than  throwing  out  reflections  with** 
•at  assigning  any*  ground^  public  or  pri* 
wte^o^whidttoey  wese  rounded:  tkan 


casting  insinaalleiia  onpenone  whO'  were- 
knosm.  no|  to  bft  withvi  the  walls  ef  thaa 
Honsoi  and  who  conseqnently  were  mtalile 
to  deffand  themsehrea.  He  would  put  ik 
to  the  House  to  decide  what  could  be 
thouffht  of  the  insinuations  of  tfie  hon« 
gcntteman;  ^  would  put  it  to  them 
to  say,  what  the  illustrious  personages  In- 
question  must  fed  on  sudi  an  occasion. 
The  hon.  andkamed  gentleman  regretted* 
that  the  House  had  not  been  cdlea  upoa 
to  dispose  of  the  ooestioD  of  a  previsioiir 
for  each  of  the  roval  dukes,  on  the  indivi*' 
dual  merits  of  eacncaae.  What  was  there 
to  prevent  the  House  from  deciding  eadi 
case  on  its  in^vidnal  merits?  Was  not 
each  case  dbtinct  and  aeparale— the  sob* 
ject  of  a  separate  motiooi  and  sepasately 
disonsed?  Inshortit  waBnotthe'fiwt,ae 
had  been  rnuresented  by  the  hoOb  and 
leerned  gentienum,  that  the  House  waa 
called  upon  to  decide  the  cases  In  the 
lump.  No  lumping  or  general  vote  had 
been  proposed;  on  the  contrary,  every 
question  was  a  subject  of  special  motion^ 
and  every  single  proposition  was  open  to 
the  deasion  of  the  Hoose,  like  other 
motions;  therefiire  all  the  dfaJeclioBaott 
that  ffround  were  at  oncedismissed*  Ho 
coula  not  conceive  an^  thing  more  hu- 
miliating to  the  illnsmoos  persons  con« 
cemed,  or  more  derogatory  to  thedi^ty 
due  to  the  royal  fiimify,  and  more  painfiil 
to  the  House,  than  tliat  the  estraorainarf 
principle  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaD 
should  be  acted  upon.  He  (lord  C.) 
trusted  that  the  House  would  never  s^nc- 
tion  that  principle->-that  noble  personages 
in  the  same  situation  as  his  royal  high* 
ness,  should  be  called  on,  whenever  tbsy 
wanted  an  addition  to  their  estsblishmeni 
for  such  a  purpose,  to  coase  forward  wiA 
a  statement  of  their  aSurs^  and  plead  w 
Jbrma  fauftm*  He  could  not  ceneoive 
any  thing  so  painful  to  the  House  aa  thai 
any  meauiera  of  the  royal  fiunily  should 
be  compelled  to  make  soHcilationa  for 
provisions  upon  those  grounds.  According 
to  the  hon.  and  learnt  gentleman's  prin* 
eiple,  when  a  marriaffo  in  the  royal  lamiljr 
happened  tobe  dssiaable,  from  any  diounN 
stances,  with  a  view  to  perpetuating  the 
succesnoD  in  the  reigmog  fimuly,  the 
course  to  be  pursued  would  be  to  search 
and  pick  out  that  prince  who  would  be 
willing  to  marry  on  tne  hyweet  terma ;  anfl 
on  the  sameprmeiple  any  nsember  of  the 
Amily,  however  hnr  or  remote^  provided 
he  waa  ImeaUy,  or  coHaterally  in  me  line 
ofdescent,ifwiilBgtomarry  with  a  less 
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|MUViuoo  ditn  aDotber  menber  of  the  &• 
tfuly  nearer  m  point  of  Buccetgion»  the 
d»ea|me«  of  the  rate,  the  lownesa  of  the 
proTision  which  he  wonld  agree  to  accept, 
and  not  the  propinquity  to  the  throne,  or 
any  other  circumstance  was  to  be  the 
ground  of  preference.  Whatever  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  might  think,  or 
whaterer  he  might  say,  with  whaterer  ob- 
ject, he  was  persuaded  that  neither  the 
House  nor  the  country  could  ever  agree 
to  so  monstrous  a  proposition.^- Although 
be  agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman that  no  desire  was  so  strong  in  the 
House  and  throughout  the  country  as  that 
of  enforcing  a  rigid  economy,  in  his  con- 
adence  he  must  acquit  the  people  of 
Inland  of  harbouring  any  principle  of 
economy  so  contemptible  as  that  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  attri- 
buted to  them ;  and  in  attributing  which 
be  had  passed  a  libel  both  on  the  House 
and  on  the  country.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  aflected  to  see  no  reason  why 
the  proposal  for  the  duke  of  Cambridge 
ahoukl  precede  that  for  the  duke  of  Kent. 
Was  not  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
aware  Uiat  there  was  notatpresent  amrpro- 
posalfor  the  marriageof  tbedukeof  Kent  ? 
Andyetthehon.andleamed gentleman  insi- 
nuated that  because  the  proposal  for  the 
marriage  of  the  duke  of  Kent  did  not  come 
fiist,  therefore  therewas  some  indisposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Reeentto  themar- 
riageof  tbedukeof  Kent.  Nothing  could 
be  fluwe  unfounded  than  this.  There  was 
BO  sudi  indisposition ;  but  the  marriage 
of  the  duke  of  Kent  was  not  at  present 
intended.  He  expressed  his  hope  and 
confidence  that  the  House  would  take  a 
very  different  riew  of  the  revenue  derived 
by  the  royal  duke  alluded  to,  from  hb 
appointment  in  Hanover  from  that  which 
the  hon*  and  learned  gentleman  was  so 
anxious  to  recommend.  To  argue,- indeed, 
that  any  such  revenue,  or  any  casual  re- 
venue, should  form  a  ground  for  dimi- 
nidiing  the  allowance  proper  to  be  granted 
to  a  member  of  our  royal  family,  would 
be  quite  inconsiderate  and  unjust.  Would 
the  House  countenance  the  idea  thatHio 
BMrnber  of  the  royal  famfly  should  have 
bb  due  reward  for  any  appointment  which 
be  aocepted  at  home  or  abroad  ?  Would 
it  be  ar^ed,  for  instance,  that  if  any  son 
of  tbe  kmg,  were  appointed  commander  in 
chief  of  an  anny  upon  the  continent,  his 
loyal  highness  should  be  prednded  from 
die  usnu  emoluments  of  the  station,  or 
that  hia  acceptance  of  such  emolnments 


should  deprive  bim  of  any  part  of  hi* 
proper  revenue,  in  this  country  ? .  Sorely 
parliament  woidd  neverallow  such  homage 
to  the  talent  or  character  of  one  of  our 
princes,  as  so  high  an  appointment  would 
unply,  to  be  used  as  an  aigument  to 
abridge  his  proper  allowance  as  a  member 
of  our  royal  familv.  This,  indeed  he  coulil 
not  think  possible,  for  it  never  coidd  be. 
the  indination  of  a  British  pariiameat  to 
extinguish  all  exertions  and  emulation 
among  those  very  persons  whose  merits  it 
was  the  peculiar  interest  of  the  country  to 
encourage  and  illustrate.  The  situation 
of  chief  goveraor  or  viceroy  of  Hanover, 
he  could  assert  was  reluctantly  accepted 
by  the  duke  of  Cambridge  on  the  strong 
persuasion  of  Yog  illustrious  brother,  ana 
was  only  to  be  deemed  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment ;  from  which  he  might  withdraw 
whenever  he  might  consider  it  convenieBt. 
He  would  put  it  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  whether  there  ought  to  be  any 
objection  to  the  provisicm,  on  the  ground 
of  that  temporary  situation.  The  advisers 
of  the  Crown  had  felt  themselves  called 
on  in  pursuance  and  in  furtherance  of  that 
great  public  principle,  that  nothing  should 
be  left  undone  that  could  secure  to  the 
country  a  succession  to  the  Crown  of  that 
great  House  which  had  been  so  long  the 
guardians  of  their  liberties.  On  these 
grounds  he  felt  himself  bound  to  press  the 
present  motion,  taking  as  a  rule  the  sura 
which  the  House  had  thought  proper  to 
vote  for  the  duke  of  Clarence:  and  he 
must  repeat  his  hope,  that  the  House 
would  not  allow  its  decision  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
partial  views  of  economy. 

Mr.  Brmi^iam  observed,  that  nothing 
but  the  situation  in  which  the  noble  lord's 
mind  was  placed  by  what  passed  yesterday 
and  the  day  before,  could  account  for  the 
remarks  which  he  hod  thought  proper  to 
make  with  r^j^d  to  what  h«l  fallen  finom 
him.  A  very  ill-natured  thing  might  be 
said  in  the  coolest  manner  possibfe,  but 
the  noble  lord  was  in  rather  an  unusual 
and  unpleasant  condition,  and  the  temper 
to  which  it  gave  birth,  could  extenuate 
onlj,  for  nothing  could  justify  sudi  obaer- 
vations  as  he  had  applied  to  bissentiments^ 
for  the  noble  lord  nad  directly  imputed  to 
him  an  endeavour  to  run  down  and  vilify 
the  royal  fiimily.  That  the  noble  lord 
thought  so,  he  was  bound  to  believe,  or  he 
would  not  have  said  so.  But  be  would 
apped  to  the  House,  or  to  any  one  whe 
had  beard  him  in  a  proper  temper  wbelher 
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his  language  could  be  so  characterised 
ivith  any  degree  of  justice?  He  thought 
it  would  be  admitted  that  his  language 
had  no  such  tendency,  and  sure  he  was 
that  he  entertained  no  such  intention  as 
was  imputed  to  him  by  the  noble  lord. 
No  man  could  have  expressed  himself  more 
temperately  or  guardedly  than  he  had 
done.  He  had  been  surprised  and  asto- 
nished as  to  what  part  of  his  speech  bore 
the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  noble 
lord ;  but  after  consulting  with  several  of 
his  friends,  he  concluded  that  the  part  of 
his  speech,  to  which  the  noble  lord  referred 
was,  where  he  noticed  the  melancholy 
death  of  the  princess  Charlotte  ;^  but  he 
did  not  upon  that  occasion  enter  into  any 
invidious  comparison  with  any  other  mem* 
ber  of  the  royal  family,  and  for  this  he  ap- 
pealed^ to  the  recollection  of  the  House. 
He  had,  indeed,  no  disposition  whatever 
to  speak  disrespectfully  of  the  royal  family. 
On  the  contrary,  he  did  not  enter  into  the 
consideration  of  the  private  character  of 
any  of  the  princes  alluded  to  in  the  opi- 
nions which  he  had  expressed  on  the  vote 
which  he  meant  to  deliver  upon  this  subject. 
His  argument  had  gone  no  farther  than  to 
condemn  extravagant  provisions.  The  only 
question  which,  in  his  view,  the  House 
had  to  decide  was,  whether  it  was  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  grant  the  sums  required 
and  upon  this  question  his  decision  was  in 
the  negative.  Nothing  but  the  ruffled 
temper  occasioned  by  what  had  passed  on 
Monday  and  last  night  could  have  prevent- 
ed any  man  of  ordinary  capacity  from 
perceiving  what  was  his  meaning. 

Lord  Castlereagh  agreed  with  the  hon. 
an^leamed  gentleman  respecting  the  ne- 
cessity of  good  temper  and  good  humour, 
and  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man would  always  carry  on  his  observa- 
tions in  the  spirit  which  he  recommended. 
He  must  observe,  however,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  was  quite  mistaken 
in  attributing  any  disturbed  temper  to 
him,  as  he  was  in  perfect  good  humour 
when  he  heard  ana  remarked  upon  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman. 
Ills  interpretation  of  the  hon.  and  learned 

fentleman's  language  was,  he  could  con- 
dently  say,  not  at  all  attributable  to  tem- 
per, for  tnat  interpretation  was  the  same 
as  many  others  around  him  had  made; 
therefore,  he  must  conclude,  that  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  meant  to  speak 
respectfully  of  the  royal  family,  he  had 
very  unhappily  executed  his  purpose ;  and 
he  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
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would  be  rather  more  explicit  in  future. 
He  could  not  help  repeating  his  concep- 
tion, that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  spoken 
disrespectfully  of  two  of  the  royal  dukes. 

Mr.  Broueham  denied  that  he  had  so 
spoken.  He  nad  never  either  said  or  meant 
any  such  thing ;  and  the  noble  lord  must 
have  been  dreaming,  when  he  formed  the 
conception  which  he  had  expressed. 

Mr.  Douglas,  in  allusion  to  the  charges 
against  those  who  opposed  the  grants  de- 
manded, of  having  shown  disrespect  to 
the  royal  family,  contended,  that  more 
indignity  was  thrown  upon  the  royal  fa*- 
mily  by  the  pernicious  advice  of  the  noble 
lord  and  his  colleagues,  than  they  had  suf- 
fered for  centuries  before.  It  was  easy  to 
discriminate  who  were  the  real  friends 
of  the  royal  family— those  who  would  not 
allow  the  character  of  royalty  itself  to  suf- 
fer in  the  country  by  exposing  extravagant 
demands,  or  those  who  would  diminish  the 
public  affection  for  royalty,  by  pressing 
for  an  unnecessary  augmentation  of  the 
public  burthens,  under  the  specious  pre« 
tence  of  maintaining  the  splendor  of  the 
roysd  family.  Those  who  opposed  the 
noble  lord's  propositions,  were  accused  of 
being  lukewarm  to  the  succession  to  the 
throne,  because  they  endeavoured  to  di- 
minish and  pare  down  extravagant  sums, 
required  from  resources  already  exhaust- 
ed. The  best  mode  of  perpetuating  the 
succession  to  the  throne  was,  by  preserv- 
ing the  affections  of  the  people,  and  by 
anxiou^y  endeavouring  to  abstain  from 
imposing  unnecessary  burthens  and  un- 
necessary duties.  It  was  the  promise  of 
such  a  disposition  that  had  created  so 
strong  an  affection  for  the-  late  princess 
Charlotte,  an  affection  which  manifested 
itself  unequivocally  in  the  universal  la- 
mentation for  her  death.  But  rhe  lan- 
guage of  ministers,  with  respect  to  the 
proposed  marriages^  of  the  royal  dukes, 
was  as  unbecoming  as  their  conduct  in 
pressing  for  an  unnecessary  increase  of  the 
public  expenditure.  The  noble  lord  and 
his  right  honourable  colleague,  had  in- 
deed tdked  of  those  marriages  as  if  they 
were  mere  Dutch  contracts.  What  had 
occurred  upon  this  occasion,  through  the 
independence  ofseveral  of  the  respectable 
members  of  that  House,  had,  he  was  glad 
to  see,  operated  very  much  to  attach  the 
people  to  their  representatives;  but  mi- 
nisters deserved  universal  execration  (and 
he  could  use  no  other  word )  for  endea- 
vouring thus  to  roftke  the  succession  to 
the  Crown  a  grievance  ta  the  people. 

(K) 
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Mr.  Curxoen  Said,  that  the  burthens  of 
the  country  were  so  great,  that  nothixkg 
short  of  the  utmost  necessity  could  justify 
any  addition  to  them.  It  was  painful  to 
find  it  necessary  to  exercise  economy  at 
the  expense  of  the  royal  family,  but  such 
was  the  state  of  the  country,  that  every 
shilling  that  could,  with  propriety,  be 
saved,  ought  to  be  so.  This  was  tiumi- 
liating  and  distressing ;  but  the  displeasure 
of  the  House,  of  the  country,  and  of  die 
royal  family,  ought  to  fail  upon  the  au- 
thors of  this  evil — upon  those  who,  by 
their  wars,  their  waste,  and  their  extrava- 
^^ce,  had  ruined  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion. After  full  experience  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  country,  economy  was 
not  practised.  Up  to  this  moment,  eco- 
nomy had  never  yet  been  acted  upon. 
The  House  had,  in  one  instance,  proved 
itself  to  be  alive  to  the  situation  of  the 
country,  and  he  hoped  it  would  continue 
to  show  that  it  was  in  earnest.  If  the  in- 
dividual for  whom  a  provision  was  de- 
manded had  enjoyed  no  other  income  than 
what  had  been  granted  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund,  he  (Mr.  C.)  might  not  have 
objected  to  the  present  vote«  But  he 
thought  that  thelaree  sum  which  his  royal 
highness  received  n-om  Hanover,  should 
be  taken  into  consideration.  Should  that 
illustrious  person  be  removed  from  the 
situation  which  he  held  in  that  kingdom, 
and  should  an  application  like  the  present 
be  then  made,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  successful.  As  the  case  now 
stood,  he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 
But  although  he  felt  it  his  dutv  to  oppose 
the  present  motion,  he  should  neverthe- 
less be  disposed,  in  the  event  of  the  mar- 
riage of  his  royal  highness,  to  vote  for  the 
grant  to  his  royal  consort  of  a  dower  of 
6,000/.  a  year. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  said,  that  if  it  were  ad- 
mitted, and  it  could  scarcely  be  denied, 
that  some  additional  expense  must  be  in- 
curred in  the  establishment  of  any  indivi- 
dual upon  his  marriage,  he  could  not  but 
think  the  present  as  moderate  a  sum  as 
could  be  required  on  the  marriage  of  the 
illustrious  person  alluded  to.  As  to  the 
revenue  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge  in 
Hanover  be  knew  nothing  of  that  revenue, 
smd  he  thought  that  uie  House  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Hanover.  It  was 
never,  indeed,  the  habit  of  parliament  to 
meddle  in  the  concerns  of  Hanover,  and 
he  believed  that  we  should  rather  lose 
than  gain  by  any  connexion  with  the 
affairs  of  that  country.    He  did  not  wish 


to  enter  farther  into  this  subject,  but  it 
could  not  fairly  afiect  the  question  now 
before  the  House.  Excluding,  therefore, 
this  subject  from  his  consideration,  he  did 
think  that  an  addition  of  6,000/.  ought  to 
be  given  to  the  royal  duke  upon  his  mar- 
riage. With  regard  to  the  comments 
which  had  been  made  upon  the  terms  in 
which  the  proposed  marriages  bad  been 
spoken  of  by  his  noble  friend  and  others, 
tnose  terms  were  in  fact  the  natural  effect 
of  the  act  of  George  3rd,  which  restricted 
the  marriages  of  the  royal  family.  It  was, 
indeed,  the  inevitable  result  of  the  act 
alluded  to,  that  royal  marriages  should  be 
contracted  in  the  waj  remarked  upon. 
That  act  he  did  not  think  wise  or  salutary.  . 
It  precluded  the  several  branches  of  the 
royal  family  from  entertaining  the  best 
feelings,  and  from  forming  connexions 
which  would  at  once  promote  their  happi- 
ness and  guarantee  their  virtue.  It  seemed 
to  imply,  that  they  could  be  rendered 
better  political  characters  by  beins  worse 
men,  which  was  one  of  the  most  nustaken 
notions,  as  well  as  the  most  immoral  of 
public  doctrines.  For  himself  he  must 
say,  that  he  could  not  conceive  why  a 
British  prince  could  be  rendered  more 
politically  efficient  by  bein^  less  morally 
free,  or  that  compelling  him  to  marry  a 
foreign  princess,  whom  perhaps  he  never 
saw,  was  more  wise  than  leaving  him  to 
select  a  wife  in  his  native  country  accord- 
ing to  his  own  inclinations.  It  was  true, 
that  any  of  the  royal  family,  on  coming  to 
the  age  of  25,  nught  form  an  attachment 
like  other  men,  and  declare  his  intention 
of  marriage,  and  if  no  objection  should  be 
made  for  .12  months  the  marriage  might 
be  accomplished.  But  notwithstanding 
this  power,  the  act  operated  most  preju- 
dicially to  the  happiness  of  the  royal 
family,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
For  his  part  he  should  rejoice  to  see  our 
princes  married  to  English  women,  because 
ne  wished  to  have  the  successor  to  the 
throne  always  resident,  and  educated  in 
England  according  to  English  principles 
and  manners.  As  to  the  allusion  made  to 
the  character  of  the  princes,  he  agreed  that 
we  had  no  right  to  enter  into  the  discus- 
sion of  any  man's  private  character.  But 
yet  it  was  impossible  to  suppress  what  we 
saw,  and  felt,  and  thought,  and  we  had 
had  a  signal  cause  of  contrast  between  the 
marriage  of  the  heart,  and  a  union  ac- 
cording to  the  marriage  act,  he  meant  in 
the  union  of  the  princess  Charlotte  and 
prince  Leopold.    It  was  on  this  account 
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especially  that  the  princess  Charlotte  and 
the  excellent  man  of  >  her  choice,  were  so 
much  endeared  to  the  nation.    On  tlie 
same  ground  was  placed  the  public  esteem 
and  attachment  for  the  duke  of  Gloucester 
and  his  illustrious  consort.    The  merits  of 
the  dukes  of  Kent  and  Sussex  were  also 
universally  felt.    la  adverting  to  the  cha- 
racter of  those  illustrious  persons,  he  did 
not  mean  to  make  invidious  allusions  to 
others,  of  whose  merit,  indeed,  he  could 
not  speak,  as  he  did  not  know  them.    But 
the  [conduct  of  the  dukes  of  Kent  and 
Sussex  in  devoting  their  time,  in  render- 
ing their  rank  and  influence  subservient 
to  purposes  of  diarity  and  instruction, 
was  such  as  to  conciliate  universal  praise. 
It  were  to  be  wished  that  other  princes, 
especially  on  the  continent,  would  imitate 
such  illustrious  examples.    For  such  imi- 
tation would  serve  to  diminish  the  elare 
generallv  attending  rovalty,  and  render  it 
a  genial  light,  cheenng  to  all.    Princes 
would  thus  contribute  to  their  own  best 
interests,    by  promoting    the  happiness, 
and  consequently  securing  the  gratitude 
and  esteem  of  the  people.    On  the  whole, 
he  thought  tliat  ministers  had  upon  this 
occasion  brought  forward  a  very  moderate 
demand,  which  the  finances  of  tne  country 
could  easily  afford  to  meet,  and  so  small  a 
gum  could  not  surely  be  withheld  from  the 
royal  duke  on  his  entering  into  a  marriage 
which  would  be  to  his  own  honour,  and  to 
his    country's  advantage.    There  was  a 
moderation  and  sobriety  in  the  proposed 
grant,  which  equally  consulted  the  state 
of  the  country,  and  the  splendor  of  the 
Crown.   His  noble  friend  on  a  former  oc- 
casion was  to  blame  for  having  lefl  out  of 
view  the  finances  of  the  country.    But 
now  he  had  no  doubt  the  House  would 
indulge  a  feeling  natural  to  them  by  grant- 
ing the  sum  required :  6,000/.  was  a  sum 
nearer  his  idea  of  what  was  due  to  the 
splendor  of  the  Crown,  as  well  as  more 
suited  to  the  state  of  the  country,  than 
10,000/.     He  was  far  from  thinking  that 
extravagant  splendor  increased  the  res- 
pect of  the  people;  but  the  several  branches 
of  the  royal  family  ought  to  live  in  com- 
fort ;  they  ought  to  be  supported  accord- 
ing to  the  rank  they  held  in  society.    No 
extravagant  expenses  ought  to  be  encou- 
raged, but  no  parsimonv  ought  to  be  im- 
posed.   They  ou^ht  to  have  no  invidious 
distbction  from  their  mode  of  living.    By 
a  diffDified  and  suitable  style  of  living, 
they  oest  consulted  their  own  happmess, 
and  the  libertyi  honoufi  and  prosperity  of 


the  country.  As  necessary  on  these  con- 
siderations, he  should  vote  for  the  grant  of 
6,000/.  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Brand  thought  the  House  was 
bound  to  ascertain  the  state  of  our 
finances,  before  it  assented  to  the  present 
proposition.  He  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  it  was  not  becoming  on  our  part 
to  inquire  into  the  external  revenue  of  any 
of  our  princes,  but  he  could  not  think  the 
noble  lord  had  made  out  a  case  to  show 
that  the  royal  duke,  to  whom  the  motion 
referred,  had  not  sufficient  means,  from 
his  revenues  in  this  country,  to  maintain 
the  proper  splendor  of  his  station,  withoul 
any  adoition  to  the  burthens  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
vote  for  the  amendment.  The  noble  lord 
had  contended,  that  the  House  ought  not 
to  inquire  into  the  income  of  the  ro;^al 
duke  m  Hanover ;  he  concurred  with  mm 
in  that,  but  the  House  ought  to  inquire 
whether  the  sum  demanded  was  to  be  ex- 
pended in  England  or  in  Hanover.  He 
would,  however,  support  a  proposition 
for  granting  a  jointure  of  6,000/.  a  year  to 
the  duchess  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Tiemey  declareo,  that  if  he  were 
to  indulge  his  private  feelings,  he  should 
promptly  vote  in  fiivour  of  the  present 
proposition,   for  he  had  the  honour  of 
snowing,  and  he  most  cordially  regarded, 
the  duke  of  Cambridge.    But  he  appre* 
hended  that  if  he  deserted  his  duty  in  one 
case,  the  House  would  not  trust  him  in 
others.    He  had  pledged  himself  on  the 
side  of  economy,  and  he  must  follow  up 
that  course.    In  his  opinion  the  noble  lord 
had  failed  to  make  out  the  necessity  of 
such  a  vote  as  that  he  proposed,  and  the 
whole  question  depended  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case.  Their  votes  in  that  House 
ought  to  be  measured,  not  by  the  distress 
of  the  royal  dukes,  but  by  their  own ;  and 
their  own  distress  compelled  them  to  ex- 
pend not  one  farthing  more  than  was  ne- 
cessary.   The  noble  lord  and  others  pro- 
fessed to  think  that  6,000/.  a  year  was  a 
very  moderate  sum,  if  not  insignificant, 
according  to  the  state  of  our  finances. 
Certainly  this  sum  was  insignificant  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  our  expenditure, 
but  how  it  was  to  be  regarded  with  rela- 
tion to  our  finances,  we  were  yet  to  learn. 
What  was  the  state  of  our  finances  we 
could  not  as  yet  precisely  telJ.    But  ap- 
pearances were  by  no  means  encouragine, 
and  it  was  for  the  House  to  decide  this 
question,  not  according  to  the  alleged 
wants  of  the  royal  duke  alluded  to,  but 
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according  to  those  of  the  country.    In 
speaking  thus  of  a  prince»  compared  to 
the  people,  he  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
not  play  off  the  same  game  with  regard  to 
him,  that  he  had  done  against  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend ;  but  he  could  not  agree  to 
the  doctrine,  that  the  revenue  of  the  duke 
of  Cambridge  in  Hanover  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  consideration  in  this  case; 
for,  if  the  royal  duke  had  an  establish- 
ment in  that  country,  fully  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  splendor  of  royalty,  that,  in 
his  conception,  formed  a  strong  argument 
against  the  proposed  grant ;  and  he  hap- 
pened to  know,  from  as  good  an  autho* 
rity  as  the  noble  lord  himself,  that  such 
was  the  fact.    It  happened,    indeed,   to 
come  to  his  knowledge,  about  two  years 
ago,  from  the  most  authentic  source,  that 
the  viceroy  or  chief  governor  of  Hanover 
had  all  the  means  under  his  own  control 
that  could  be  required  to  supply  his  wants, 
or  to  maintain  his  dignity.    There  was,  in 
fact,  no  civil  list  in  Hanover  to  limit  the 
wishes  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge.    His 
royal  highness  could,  therefore,  command 
whatever  he  desired.    No  fixed  sum  was 
allowed  to  him  in  that  country,  but  all  his 
expenditure  was  paid,  and  money  was  in 
addition   put  into  his    purse.     He    also 
knew,  from  authority  as  good  as  the  noble 
lord's,   that  money  was  of  much  greater 
value  in  that  country  than  here.    It  fol- 
lowed  then,    that   any  pecuniary  grant 
which  that  House  might  vote,  would  only 
afford  his  royal  highness  additional  means 
of  accumulating  a  private  fortune.*— The 
noble  lord  had  said,  that  the  proposed 
marriage  of  the  duke  of  Cambridge  had 
no  view  whatever  to  any  grant  of  money ; 
and  he  felt  himself  warranted  to  add,  that 
his  royal  highness  did  not  press  for  that 
grant.    The  noble  lord  was,  in  fact,  much 
more  anxious  to  establish  the  principle  of 
making  a  certain  grant  to  each  of  the 
royal  dukes,  upon  their  marriage,  than 
the  duke  of  Cambridge  was  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  motion.    If  the  duke 
of  Cambridge  were  to  return  from  Han- 
over, tor  reside  in  this  country  with  his 
duchess,  and  to  require  this  grant,  he, 
with  others,  would  be  ready  to  vote  for  it. 
But  his    royal    highness,    who  was   the 
youngest  branch  of  the  royal  family,  was 
very  likely  to  reside  many  years  in  Han- 
over;   and    he  would  ask    the    House, 
whctlier,  under  such  circumstances,  com- 
bined with  the  state  of  the  country.  It 
was  willing  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  not 
for  the  support  of  the  splendor  of  royalty 


in  England,  but  to  enable  an  individual  to 
accumulate  a  private  fortune  in  another 
country  ?  It  was,  besides,  to  be  recollect- 
ed, that  the  present  allowance  to  the  duke 
of  Cambridge^namely,  18,000/.  a  year 
was,  in  Hanover,  fully  equivalent  to 
30,000/.  a  vear  in  this  country.  Upon 
what  cround  then  could  it  be  argued  that 
the  House  should  not  go  into  a  consider- 
ation of  those  things,  before  it  consented 
to  saddle  any  additional  burthen  upoa 
the  country  r  And  why  was  he  to  be 
called  upon  to  taint  his  vote  of  last  night 
by  voting  for  the  noble  lord's  motion  ? 
But  notwithstanding  all  that  he  hoi  urged, 
if  the  noble  lord  would  say  that  the  pro- 
posed marriage  could  not  take  place  un- 
less this  grant  were  acceded  to,  he  would 
immediately  vote  for  it — if  not,  he  felt  that 
he  must  vote  against  it.  He  repeated  his 
disposition  to  vote,  if  required,  for  a  grant 
to  the  amount  proposed,  upon  the  return 
of  his  royal  highness  to  England,  and  con- 
cluded with  expressing  his  intention,  as 
the  prince  had  but  a  life  interest  in  his 
revenue  from  that  country,  to  support 
the  grant  of  an  adequate  jointure  to  his 
duchess. 

Mr.  Sharp  animadverted  upon  the  im-' 
proper  advice  which  ministers  had  given 
to  the  Prince  Regent  on  this  occasion, 
namely  to  apply  to  the  people  in  their 
present  distressed  situation  for  a  grant  of 
money,  and  to  keep  the  necessity,  which 
could  alone  justify  that  application,  en- 
tirely and  studiously  out  ot  view. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  felt  it 
unnecessary  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  after  the  statements  made  by  his 
noble  friend.  The  income  derived  by  the 
duke  of  Cambridge  from  Hanover  ought 
to  be  entirely  kept  out  of  view,  if  it  were 
known.  But  it  was  not  known,  and  he 
had  no  means  of  giving  information  on 
the  subject.  He  was,  however,  desirous 
of  assuring  the  House,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  duke  of  Cambridge  abroad 
was  any  thing  but  a  sinecure.  The  duties 
annexed  to  it  were  of  a  very  laborious  na- 
ture, and  entitled  the  individual  who  dis- 
charged them  to  the  full  compensation 
that  was  provided.  The  royal  duke  was 
now  about  to  contract  a  matrimonial  alli- 
ance, not  only  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Crown,  but  witli  that  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country.  He  could  dot,  there- 
fore, imagine  any  occasion  upon  which 
the  liberality  of  parliament  could  more 
properly  be  exercised  ;  and  he  was  sur6 
that  it  could  not  be  the  wish  of  any  hon. 
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roember,  that  in  order  to  justify  the  pro- 

Eosed  grant,  a  previous  message  should 
e  sent  from  the  Crown,  announcing  that 
his  royal  highness  had  resigned  the  go- 
vernment of  Hanover. 

Mr.  Methuen  said,  he  did,  in  his  con- 
science, believe,  that  the  present  case 
was  brought  forward,  out  of  its  turn, 
merely  to  make  another,  to  which  parlia- 
ment had  objected,  which  that  House  had 
marked  with  its  disapprobation,  go  down 
more  smoothly.  Tne  noble  lord  had 
charged  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
with  entering  into  comparisons,  which  he 
deprecated.  But  the  noble  lord  should 
have  recollected  that  he  had  himself  in- 
troduced the  practice  of  making  compari- 
sons into  that  House  last  night  most  un- 
fairly, by  an  allusion  to  the  duke  and 
duchess  of  Gloucester — names  never 
brought  before  that  House  or  the  country, 
without  exciting  the  highest  respect,  en- 
titled as  those  illustrious  individuals  were 
to  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  all  rankn 
of  society  for  their  virtuous  and  exem- 
plary conduct.  No  trait  was  more  praise- 
worthy in  their  character,  than  the  ho- 
nesty with  which  tbey  paid  their  bills,  in- 
stead of  running  in  debt  every  where— a 
practice,  which  might  be  advantageously 
followed  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Plunkett  was  anxious  to  trespass  on 
the  House  for  a  few  minutes,  in  order  to 
state  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  under 
discussion.  He  felt  it  right  to  bear  testi- 
mon  v  to  the  justice  of  the  observation  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  when  he 
said  that  the  noble  lord  had  lumped  these 
grants  together.  It  was  quite  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  ffeneral  protestations  of 
their  love  for  the  Frotestant  succession — 
of  their  desire  to  support  the  splendor 
of  the  royal  family — since  these  were 
points  that  never  could  be  indifferent 
either  to  the  House  or  to  the  public- 
He  had  listened  to  the  statement  of  the 
noble  lord  with  an  earnest  wish  to  hear 
some  grounds  on  which  to  approve  of 
this  proposition ;  but  he  had  heard  none — 
and  he  could  not  in  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  his  duty  vote  for  it.  The 
application  of  the  noble  lord  rested  on 
the  abstract  principle,  independent  of 
time  or  circumstances — that  on  the  mar- 
riage of  an^  individual  connected  with  the 
Crown,  his  income  should,  of  necessity,  be 
increased.  Where  precedents  were  to  be 
found  for  such  a  system,  he  Imew  not ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  nothing  in  reason  or 
in  justice  could  be  ducofcred  to  sanction 


it.  When  the  original  grants  were  made 
to  the  royal  dukes,  he  knew  of  no  refer- 
ence to  celibacy— he  understood  that  the 
provision  was  made  for  them,  without 
any  view  to  a  single  life — but  leaving 
them  free  to  marry  or  not  to  marry,  as 
they  pleased.  If  they  married,  and  an 
additional  grant  was  demanded,  he  had 
no  way  of  judging  of  the  propriety  of  ac- 
ceding to  it,  but  by  looking  to  the  situa- 
tion of  those  illustrious  personages,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  taking  into  consider* 
ation  the  ability  of  the  country.  There 
was  undoubtedly  an  ability  to  pay  6,00(V. 
— but  there  was  also  an  ability  to  pay 
20,000/.— and  the  principle  might  be 
pushed  to  any  extent.  This  was  the  only 
way  in  which  he  could  place  the  noble 
lord's  view  of  the  question  before  the 
House;  for  it  did  not  appear  to  be  bounded 
by  any  definitive  limit.  But  surely  they 
could  not  throw  out  of  their  consideration 
the  provision  which  any  of  these  illust- 
rious individuals  might  possess,  independ* 
ent  of  parliamentary  grants,  when  they 
were  called  on  to  vote  them  larger  in- 
comes. If  the  due  maintenance  of  the 
splendor  of  this  illustrious  individual  was 
tne  reason  advanced  to  the  House  for  in- 
creasing his  income,  was  it  not  just,  be- 
fore he  conceded  the  boon,  that  he  should 
consider  his  circumstances  I  Seeing  that 
the  royal  duke  in  question  had  already  a 
certain  provision  in  this  country,  and  an 
ample  one  abroad,  which  merely  went  to 
the  accumulation  of  bis  income,  and  was 
not  necessary  for  the  proper  support  of 
his  dignity,  he  did  not  think,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,  that  they  would 
discharge  their  duty  to  their  constituents 
if  they  agreed  to  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  lord. 

Mr.  ProAeroe  thought,  that  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  not,  in  his 
recommendation  of  this  vote,  sufficiently 
adverted  to  those  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try with  which  he  must  necessarily  be 
well  acquainted.  He  was  far  from  being 
convinced  by  any  thin^  that  had  fallen 
from  him,  that  the  motion  deserved  the 
approbation  of  the  House,  and  he  should 
therefore  oppose  it. 

Sir.  fV,  burroughs  called  upon  the  no- 
ble lord  to  state  whether  or  not  the  alli- 
ance of  marriage  between  the  duke  of 
Cambridge  and  the  princess  of  Hesse 
would  depend  on  the  grant  ?  By  that  an- 
swer his  vote  would  be  rsffulated. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  he  could  not  be 
supposed  to  be  so  acquainted  with  his 
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royal  highness's  circumstances,  as  to  give 
the  answer  required.  In  the  state  of 
doubt  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned  ba- 
ronet  confessedly  stood,  the  safer  course 
would  be  to  give  his  vote  in  favour  of 
the  grant  [a laugh]. 
The  committee  then  divided : 

For  the  Resolution.. 177 

Against  it. 95 

Majority  • —  82 

LfOrd  Castlereagh  then  moved,  <*  That 
a  sum  of  6,000^.  per  annum  be  settled  upon 
her  highness  the  princess  of  Hesse,  when 
she  shall  become  duchess  of  Cambridge, 
in  case  her  highness  should  survive  his 
Boyal  Highness  Che  Duke  of  Cambridgei 
to  be  issuing  and  payable  out  of  the  con- 
solidated fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'* — Tlie  motion 
being  agreed  to, 

Lord  Casikreagh  said,  he  rose  to  do  an 
act  of  justice  towards  an  illustrious  indivi- 
dufilf  and  he  trusted  the  House,  in  its  wis- 
dom and  liberality,  would  concur  in  the 
motion  he  was  about  to  bring  forward. 
Whatever  prejudice  might  be  entertained 
against  the  illustrious  individual  to  whom 
he  alluded,  he  could  conscientiously  say, 
that  he  never  knew  a  reasonable  or  fair 
man  who  denied  to  him  the  praise  which 
was  due  to  his  honourable  character. 
That  illustrious  individual  had  formed  a 
matrimonial  alliance,  which  he  had  cer- 
tainly entered  into  with  the  complete 
consent  and  sanction  of  the  Crown.  He 
had  never  heard,  since  that  marriage  had 
taken  place,  that  the  conduct  of  the  il- 
lustrious individuals  who  were  united  by 
It,  had  met  with  aught  save  the  approba- 
tion of  all  who  were  the  witnesses  of  their 
happiness.  It  was  a  most  pp.inful  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  parliament  to  this 
subject ;  but  he  should  feel  that  he  shrank 
from  his  duty  to  that  part  of  the  royal 
family,  if  he  refused  to  bring  it  forward. 
He  was  sorry  to  observe,  that  those  who, 
on  a  former  occasion  opposed  a  similar 
proposition,  were  not  willing  at  present 
to  withdraw  that  opposition.  He  lamented 
that  the  House  leemecl  to  be  impressed 
with  a  feeling,  recollecting  its  former  act, 
that  it  could  not  at  present  take  favour- 
able cognizance  of  this  proposition,  with- 
out proceeding  ia  a  manner  derogatory 
to  the  consistency  of  parliament.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  press  it,  unless  in 
the  temper  of  the  House  be  discovered 
more  eiicouragiog  symptoms  than  be  bad 
previously  obBeEved.    He  would  fairly 


state  his  own  conscientious  opinion  on 
the  case,  wluch  was,  that  the  proposition 
was  well  worthy  the  favourable  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  He  regretted,  most 
sincerely,  that  parliament  should  make 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  in  the 
case  of  tuis  royal  duke.  He  should,  how- 
ever, propose  a  grant  of  6,000/.  to  the 
duke  of  .Cumberland,  which  he  conceive4 
to  be  due  to  him  in  justice.-— The  noble 
lord  then  moved,  <<  'IDiat  his  majesty  be 
enabled  to  grant  an  additional  yearly  sum 
of  money  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  not  exceeding 
6,000/L  to  commence  from  the  5th  of 
April  last,  towards  providing  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  duke  and  duchess  of 
Cumberland.'* 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  bad  opened 
the  measure,  it  was  evident  he  did  not 
feel  the  least  expectation  ofj^revailiog  on 
the  House  to  adopt  it.  For  my  part, 
(said  Mr.  Brougham)  I  shall  oppose  the 
grant  to  the  duke  or  Cumberland  on  the 
same  grounds  precisely,  and  on  no  others, 
on  which  I  opposed  it  when  it  was  for- 
merly under  consideration.  But  if  the 
noble  lord  should  fail  in  carrying  his  pro* 
position,  I  do  hope  that  he  wul  not  be 
prevented  from  following  it  up  by  another 
resolution,  granting  a  dower  of  6fi00i» 
to  the  ducness  of  Cumberland  fHear^ 
hear  !]•  With  that  illustrious  lady  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  acquainted.  Indeed, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  the  pro- 
priety of  her  conduct  since  her  arrival 
m  this  country,  after  the  able  speech 
which  the  House  heard  from  a  noble  lord 

fcarl  Gower)  last  night.  I  shall,  there- 
ore,  leave  the  strength  of  that  impres- 
sion to  produce  its  due  influence,  believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  the  conduct  of  that  distin- 
guished lady  to  be  altogether  unexcep- 
tionable. What  may  be  the  nature  of  the 
objections  to  her  in  any  quarter,  and  the 
prepossessions  asainst  which  she  has  had 
to  contend,  I  shiul  neither  stop  nor  stoop  to 
inquire.  It  would  be  oppressive,  illiberal, 
ungenerous,  and  unmanly  here  to  give 
them  any  sanction  [Hear,  hear!]. 

Lord  Folkestom  expressed  his  hope, 
that  parliament  would  assign  dower  to  the 
dudiess  of  Cumberland ;  with  regard  to 
whose  character,  he  could  say,  of  his 
own  knowledge,  that  many  of  the  prevail- 
ing prejudices  were  groundless.  He  had 
himself,  in  common  with  every  other  Eng- 
lishman,, who  had  visited  the  court  of 
Berlin  during  her  residence  there^  re- 
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ceived  the  greatest  ciTilities  and  attention 
frem  her  royal  highness. 

Lord  Casdereagh  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  motion  for  the  purpose  that  had 
been  alluded  to,  and  when  the  resolution 
then  before  the  House  was  disposed  of, 
he  should  propose  it.  He  was  extremely 
happy  to  find  so  much  justice  done  to  the 
character  of  this  illustrious  individual. 

Mr.  Wronesley  said,  that  as  the  ques- 
tion of  the  duke  of  Cumberland's  claim 
had  been  mooted,  and  as  the  next  propo- 
sition woidd  relate  to  the  dower  to  be 
granted  to  his  illustrious  consort,  he  could 
not  conceive  on  what  grounds,  if  her 
royal  highness  was  entitled  to  this  dower, 
the  marriage  which  the  royal  duke  had 
contracted  should  debar  him  from  receiv- 
ing that  aid  for  the  due  support  of  his 
establishment,  which  was  about  to  be 
granted  to  other  branches  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily. It  appeared  to  him  to  be  falsely 
assumed,  that  parliament  had  declared 
their  opinion  so  decidedly,  that  consist- 
ently with  their  duty,  they  could  not  de- 
part from  their  determination.  But  he 
recollected,  that  different  gentlemen  had 
given  different  reasons  for  their  opposition 
to  the  original  motion.  The  bon.  baronet 
(sir  M.  W.  Ridley )«  who  first  opposed 
the  grant,  declared  that  his  opposition 
was  grounded  on  the  uncertainty  which 
prevailed,  as  to  whether  the  duke  and 
duchess  of  Cumberland  would  reside  in 
this  country.  This  was  the  foundation  of 
the  votes  of  some  gentlemen.  There 
were  others,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  who 
made  it  a  personal  question,  and  opposed 
the  grant  on  the  ground  of  morality.— 
This  system  he  deprecated,  because  he 
conceived  they  had  no  right  to  canvass 
the  private  character  of  every  individual 
who  was  brought  before  them.  The  con- 
duct of  the  duke  and  duchess  of  Cumber- 
land had  proved  that  their  marriage  was 
one  that  could  not  be  censured  by  the 
House.  If  amiable  conduct  in  private 
life,  if  dignity  of  manners,  if  goodness 
of  disposition,  could  endear  to  tlie  people 
of  England  an  individual  brought  amongst 
them  from  a  foreign  country,  he  knew 
not  of  any  personage  in  elevated  life  who 

Sossessed  tnose  qualifications  in  a  hieher 
egree  than  the  duchess  of  Cumberland 
tHear,  hear  !^.  Feeling  that  this  House 
ad  not  definitively  decided  the  question 
—feeling  that  grounds  quite  new  to  them 
were   brought    forward— he   thought  it 

•  See  Vol.  31,  p.  1024. 
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would  be  a  most  ungracious  thing  to  his 
royal  highness,  to  the  duchess  of  Cumber- 
land, and  to  the  country  firom  which  she 
eame,  to  oppose  the  grant  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  he  was  surprised  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had 
brought  forward  this,  proposition.  He 
never  heard  a  speech  delivered  by  the 
noble  lord  with  so  much  pain.  For  his 
part,  if  the  House  refused  to  vote  the 
sum  proposed  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
he  would  not  be  a  party  to  insult  the 
duchess  by  voting  a  dower  to  her,  at  the 
expense  of  her  royal  consort's  character; 
and  he  sincerely  hoped,  if  it  was  granted 
to  her,  that  she  would  have  the  spirit  to 
reject  it.  If  she  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  her  natural  protector,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  cotmtry,  he  was  sure, 
would  not  be  backward  in  doing  her  jus- 
tice. He  entreated  the  House  to  recon- 
sider the  subject  before  they  came  to  a 
decision.  The  hon.  gentleman  said,  be 
had  more  opportunities  than  most  men, 
of  knowing  the  feelings  of  the  country 
on  this  subject .  [Hear,  hear  13. — m 
would  repeat  it—and  he  called  on  gentle* 
men  to  rebut  the  fac^  if  they  could.  He 
knew  the  feelings  of  the  country  ^ere  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  and,  he  asked, 
would  the  House  object  to  the  vote,  and 
thereby  offer  an  insult  to  those  royal  per* 
sonages?  Would  they  decide  on  the 
scandalous  reports,  which,  he  believed, 
were  without  any  foundation  whatever, 
that  had  been  propa^ted  against  those 
illustrious  individuals  ?  He  did  not  know 
those  illustrious  persons.  He  acted  on 
public  grounds  alone ;  and  doing  so,  be 
called  on  the  House  to  consider  the  case 
well  before  they  came  to  a  vote— before 
th^  came  to  a  division*— for  he  should 
insist  on  dividing  the  House  on  this  occa- 
sion—He despised  any  unpopularity  that 
might  attend  bis  conduct ;  for  he  felt  that 
he  should  be  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  that 
House  if  he  compromised  his  conscience 
in  order  to  please  any  party. 

Lord  CasiUreagh  professed  himself 
sorry  to  have  incurred  the  hon.  gentle- 
man s  displeasure,  but  was  disposed  to 
return  good  for  evil,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  he  had  heard  with  sincere  pleasure 
the  speech  of  the  hon  gentleman.  He 
felt  strondy  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
supported  the  cause  of  justice,  and  he  did 
not  Uiink  that  cause  would  suffer  from  his 
own  manner  of  introducing  it,  as  it  had 
been  the  means  of  calling  Airth  the  manly 
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sentiments  which  the  committee  had  just 
heard.  At  the  same  time,  he  must  ex- 
press his  hope,  that  if  the  House  should 
refuse  the  proposed  grant  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  it  would  not  withhold  dower 
from  the  duchess.  He  was  quite  sure 
that  the  object  nearest  the  heart  of  his 
royal  highness  was,  to  feel  satisfied  with 
respect  to  the  future  situation  of  his 
duchess.  As  to  his  own  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  question,  he  must  declare 
'  that  he  had  never  expressed  any  reluc- 
tance to  go  to  a  division  upon  it.  He 
had  fairly  stated  that  he  lefl  it  to  the  un- 
biassed opinion  of  the  House,  at  the  same 
time  declaring  that  his  own  judgment 
coincided  with  the  views  of  those  who,  like 
the  hon.  gentleman,  thought  the  grant 
reasonable  and  just. 

Sir  JV.  Scott  said,  that  the  duchess  of 
Cumberland  had,  during  her  residence  in 
this  country,  discharged  in  the  most 
exemplary  manner  the  duties  of  her  sta- 
tion. The  question  as  to  the  settlement 
of  a  dower  on  her  royal  highness  would, 
therefore,  he  was  persuaded,  be  unani- 
mously acceded  to.  With  respect  to  the 
other  part  of  the  consideration,  it  would 
certainly  poison  the  pleasure  which  her 
royal  hignness  might  otherwise  feci  at 
such  a  grant,  if  it  were  accompanied  by 
any  stigma  on  her  royal  consort.  He,  for 
one,  could  see  no  rational  ground  on 
which  any  honourable  man  could  refuse 
to  vote  the  proposed  allowance  to  his 
royal  highness.  The  only  ground  on 
which,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  House 
refused  to  make  a  provision  for  their 
royal  highnesses  was,  that  the  opinion  of 
parliament  had  not  been  taken  on  the 
marriage,  and  that  the  character  of  her 
royal  highness  was  unknown  to  them. 
Now,  however,  her  character  was  known, 
and  by  universal  attestation  approved. 
The  House  must,  therefore,  in  his  opi- 
nion, even  with  a  view  to  consistency, 
give  that  now  which  they  formerly  witn- 
neld,  as  the  cause  which  induced  them  to 
withhold  it  had  been  removed. 

Mr.  Ptotheroe  did  not  think  that  their 
royal  highnesses  were  indebted  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  for  tlie  course  he 
had  adopted.  It  was  very  unfair  to  take 
advantage  of  the  generous  disposition  of 
the  House  towards  an  unprotected  fo- 
reigner, again  to  propose  a  grant  which 
had  been  so  recently  rejected.  If  the 
House  retracted  the  decision  to  which 
they  formefly  came  on  this  subjecti  they 


would  fill  the  country  with  disgust,  and 
bring  the  character  of  parliament  into 
contempt  [  Hear,  hear  !] .  The  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  on  the  former  dis* 
cussion  of  this  question  had  been  very 
unfairly  stated.  There  had  been  great 
consistency  of  conduct  in  a  very  high 
quarter  on  this  subject,  and  he  trusted 
that  it  would  be  imitated  by  that  House. 

Mr.  Wrottesleif  rose  to  explain.  He 
commenced  by  observing,  that,  ob  the 
former  occasion  when  this  question  was 
discussed,  an  hon.  baronet,* whom  he  then 
saw  in  his  place,  had  expressly  stated, 
that  one  of  the  chief  objections  to  a  grant 
to  these  illustrious  personages  was,  the 
nncertaint^  whether  they  would  continue 
to  reside  in  this  country.  He  had  made 
an  extract  from  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand. 
The  words  which  he  had  used  were  these 
— '<  If  the^  continue  to  reside  in  this 
country"  f cries  of  Order,  order!].  He 
fancied  he  nad  a  right  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  objections  had  been  formerly 
raised. 

The  Cl^airman  said,  he  believed  the 
rule  was,  that  no  reference  could  be  made 
to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  WrattesUtfy  notwithstanding  this 
observation,  was  proceeding  to  read  ihe 
extract,  when  cries  of  <*  order  T  and 
"  chair  !'*  were  renewed.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman attempted  a  third  time  to  read  tlie 
extract,  but  the  cries  of  '*  order"  and 
<*  chair*'  became  so  general,  that  he  at 
last  sat  down. 

Sir  Thomas  Acland  warmly  condemned 
those  mis-judging  friends  of  the  illustrious 
personage  in  question,  who,  contrary  to 
the  conciliatory  example  of  the  noble  lord, 
were  anxious  to  press  the  motion  to  a  di- 
vision. Such  conduct  would  go  far  to 
prevent  the  good  effect  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  which 
he,  (sir  T.  A.)  had  glad^  hailed  as  afford- 
ing the  opportunity  of  terminating  satis- 
factorily these  unpleasant  discussions.  If 
this  course  were  not  prevented,  the  dig- 
nity and  consistency  of  the  House  might 
be  maintained,  without  so  strong  a  mark 
of  its  severity,  as  by  an  absolute  rejection 
of  the  vote;  and  they  would  have  it  in 
their  power  to  perform,  without  any  im- 
propriety, and  he  trusted  with  entire 
unanimity,  an  act  of  healing  kindness,  and 
he  would  add  of  just  acknovledgment,  to 
her  royal  highness  the  duchess  of  Cum- 
berland, of  the  conduct  that  had  been 
witnessed  on  her  part  in  this  country.    He 
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Iroold  pat  it  to  the  hoo.  member  oppo« 
nte,  whether  that  object  could  be  so  well 
attained,  if  an  unfavourable  difisipn  were 
suffered  to  intervene.  With  this  view  he 
would  not  be  provoked  to  restate  those 
unpleasant  arguments  against  the  grant, 
to  the  repetition  of  which  that  hon. 
member  had  so  sedulously  invited  him« 
But  he  could  not  give  up  any  of  his  former 
opinions.  In  perfect  consistency  with 
them,  he  would  gladly  vote  the  proposed 
dowry  for  her  royal  highness,  but  nothing 
should  induce  him,  nor  he  believed  could 
induce  the  House,  to  consent  to  grant  the 
additional  income  proposed  in  approba- 
tion of  the  marriage;  and  he  therefore 
would  again  express  his  hope,  that  the 
excellent  path  which  had  been  chalked 
out  for  the  House,  would  not  be  taken 
from  them  b^  the  over>wamitli  of  a  few 
injudicious  friends.  . 

Lord  Stanley  said,  he  was  not  present 
when  a  former  motion  came  before  the 
House;  but  had  he  happened  to  have 
been  there,  he,  from  all  that  he  had 
heard,  must,  on  that  occasion,  have  voted 
against  the  grant.  He  never  could  con- 
tent to  the  motion  with  regard  to  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  though  he  would 
allow  the  motion  as  affecthig  the  duchess. 
He  certainly  felt  deeply  for  the  situation 
of  her  royal  highness,  but  circumstances 
would  not  permit  him  to  extend  that  feel- 
ine  to  the  royal  duke. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  said,  he  had  opposed 
the  grant  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  but 
he  would  vote  for  the  present,  because  it 
came  before  the  House  under  very  diffe- 
rent circumstances.  He  had  opposed  the 
former,  on  the  ground  that  the  duke  of 
Cambridge  Jiad  no  necessity  for  it-*he 
would  support  the  latter,  because  it  was 
wanted  to  uphold  the  modest  establish- 
ment of  an  illustrious  individual— and  he 
could  not  conceive  any  thing  more  de* 
grading  tlian  to  sufier  one  of  their  princes, 
as  had  been  insinuated,  to  rely  on  the 
bounty  of  a  foreign  court.  They  had 
been  told  by  his  ncHile  friend  on  a  former 
evening,  that  there  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity, as  the  illustrious  personages  depended 
on  the  charity  of  a  foreign  power.  Was 
this  worthy  of  the  high  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  the  British  nation  ?  It  would,  in 
his  opinion,  evince  a  great  want  of  gene- 
rosity and  of  manly  feeling  on  tfib  part  of 
the  House,  not  to  put  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland on  the  same  footing  as  his  royal 
brother. 
Mr.  Gumev  said,  that  as  the  House  had 
(VOL.  XXXVIIL) 


thought  proper  to  grant  a  sum  to  the  dukd 
of  Cambridge,  it  would  be  the  height  of 
injustice  to  refuse  the  same  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland.  As  an  humble  individual  of 
that  House,  he  must  enter  his  protest 
against  the  unfair  and  uncandid  manner 
in  which  the  illustrious  personages  in 
question  had  been  treated. 

Mr.  Hammersleuy  adverting  to  the  cor« 
respondence  whicn  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  illustrious  individuals  previous 
to  their  marriage,  and  which  he  had  had 
the  opportunity  of  reading,  observed,  that 
he  had  never  in  his  life  been  more  strongly 
impressed  with  sentiments  of  respect  than 
those  which  had  been  excited  in  him  by 
that  perusal;  and  although  he  was  cer- 
tainly not  especially  authorized  to  make 
any  statement  from  it,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  offering  to  the  committee  a  few  ob- 
servations, to  which  it  naturally  gave  rise. 
The  correspondence  began  by  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  marriage.  The  first  letter 
was  from  the  duchess,  who  stated  that  she 

could  not  consent  to 

Lord  Castfereagh  spoke  to  order.  He 
conceived  that  the  communication  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  about  to  make  id 
the  committee,  as  it  had  not  been  autho- 
rized, was  improper. 
I  Mr.  Hammerslev  said,  he  should  be 
sorry  to  do  any  thmg  improper  and  con- 
trary to  order,  but  the  character  of  our 
princes  was  of  such  importance  to  ther 
country,  that  it  was  most  desirable  to  re- 
move any  unfavourable  and  unfounded  im- 
pression that  might  exist  on  the  subject. 

Lord  Castlereagh  observed,  that  the  hon.- 
gentleman  had  himself  allowed  that  he 
was  not  authorized  to  make,  the  statement 
which  he  had  commenced.       ^ 

Mr.  Hammersley  was  again  proceeding, 
when  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
spoke  to  order,  and  there  being  a  general 
call  of  order,  the  hon.  gentleman  desisted, 
expressing  at  the  same  time  his  determi- 
nation to  support  the  grant. 

Colonel  Burton  considered  the  granta 
in  the  previous  cases  had  rendered  it  in- 
cumbent on  the  House  to  make  a  similar 
provision  for  the  illustrious  personage  inr 
the  present  instance. 

Mr.  JV.  Elliott  declared,  that  no  man 
*  could  wish  more  cordially  than  he  did*-* 
nay,  he  was  persuaded  it  was  the  unani- 
mous wish  or  the  House— to  see  every 
branch  of  the  •  royal  family  suitably 
provided.  When  ne  used  the  word 
"  suitably,"  he  meant  according  to  the 
ei^igeocies  of  the  times-    The  House  and 
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the  people  ha4  a  deep  interest  ip  the  cha- 
racter and  dignity  of  the  royal  family. 
But  in  the  pursuance  of  these  ohjecU  the 
committee  were  surety  to  consider  a  little 
the  means  and  condition  cf  the  country. 
No  one  could  deny  that  our  ^nances  were 
in  a  most  embarrassed  situatiotii  produced 
no  doubt  by  the  long  contest  which  we 
had  so  nobly  and  magnanimously  waged, 
and  in  which  the  interests  of  the  royal 
personages  in  question  were  as  deeply  m- 
▼ol  ved  as  those  of  the  people  at  large.   He, 
for  one,  could  not  regret  this  contest  even 
with  all  its  results,  protected  as  the  country 
bad  been  by  it  from  much  greater  evils. 
With  respect  to  the  grant  to  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Clarence,  being  so 
near  the  throncj  he  conceived  that  his 
royal  highness  was  justly  entitled  to  the 
moderate  provision  which  had  been  made 
for  him.    But  the  junior  brandies  of  the 
royal  family  were  already  liberally  pro- 
vlded  for.    Hp  had  voted  against  the  ^rant 
which  bad  just  been  made  to  that  illus- 
trious individual  the  duke  of  Cambridge* 
who  was  a  model  for  persons  of  his  high 
rank,  because  his  royal  highness  did  not 
want  it.    He  should,  on  the  same  ground, 
vote  against  the  present  proposition.    Un- 
doubtedly, there  was  another  reason  for 
bis  doing  so,  namely,  that  on  the  most 
mature  consideration,  parliament  had  be- 
fore refused  a  similar  ciaim.    On  that  oc- 
casion he  had  not  voted;  but  he  candidly 
acknowledged,  that  had  he  been  present 
be  should  unquestionably  have  opposed 
the   proposed   grant*      He   had   heard 
nothing  since  that  period,  either  in  or  out 
of  the  House,  that  at  all  altered  his  opi- 
nion, and  he  must  say,  that  he  did  not 
think  those  persons  exercised  a  sound  dis- 
cretion who  thus  brought  his  royal  high- 
ness before   narliament  agam.      In  the 
course  which  he  took  on  this  subject  he 
was  actuated  by  the  most  conscientious 
motives ;  for  he  was  persuaded,  that  any 
little  show  which  their  royal  highnesses 
snight  sacrifice  by  relinquishing  this  claim, 
would  be  amplv  compensated  l^^  the  stable 
dignity  that  they  would  acquire.     Con- 
vinced that  thci  real  interest  of  the  royal 
personages  in  question,  the  character  of 
the  House,  and  the  wel&re  of  the  country, 
would  be  best  consulted  by  rejectbg  the 
proposition  now  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, he  should  certainly  vote  against  it 
if  it  should  be  pressed  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Canninf;  observed,  that  some  of  the 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  against 
the  motioQi  would  have  been  less  inap- 


plicable had  the  transacUona  in  which  il 
originated  been   mattera  of  choice  or 
caprice.    But  if  thia  necessity  of  taking 
some  steps,  with  a  view  to  the  continuance 
of  the  succession  in  the  family  at  present 
on  the  throne,  arose  from  a  calamity  which 
no  power  on  earth  could  avert,  it  was  bard 
to  make  it  a  matter  of  inculpation  of  hta 
majesty's  government  that  such  steps  had 
been  taken.    He  could  not  help  believing, 
that  if  the  session  had  been  allowed  to  pass 
without  anjr  steps  having  been  taken  by 
the  executive  government  to  supply  tha 
defect  in  the  succession,  they  would  have 
been  charged  on  much  better  ground  foe 
having  deserted  their  duty,  than  that  oa 
which  they  were  at  present  charged  fiur 
having  performed  it.    He  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  on  what  principle  the  committee 
f^ere  called  upon  to  reject  the  proposed 
motion.    Not  on  the  ground  of  cnaracter, 
for  that  was  disclaimed.     Not  on  the 
ground  of  seniority,  for  that  was  dia^ 
chumed  by  the  vote  of  last  night*    He 
trusted  the  committee  would  recollect, 
that  though  adoption  was  not  preference, 
exclusion  would  be  stiffma.    He  was  not 
in  the  House  when  uiis  proposition  waa 
last  discussed,  and  he  therefore  could  not 
weigh  the  influence  which  the  recollectioa 
of  that  discussion  might  have  on  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  present  question.    But 
it  was  brought  forward,  atpresent,  onder 
circumstances  of  a  very  different  kind.    It 
was  in  the  former  instance  a  case  of  a 
marriage  prompted  by  no  public  interaat, 
coming  alone,  and  unconnected  with  any. 
general  principle  of  alliance    But  if  the 
grant  were  now  refused,  it  could  be  re^ 
fused  only  o^  pounds  personal  towarda 
the  illustrious  individual   who  was  the 
object  of  it.    But  he  begged  the  com* 
mittee  to  observe,  that  hit  noble  friend,  in 
bringing  forward  the  prc^KMition,  did  show, 
a  marked  deference  to    '*  the  foregone 
conclusions'*  of  the  House.    Hia  noble 
friend  expressly  stated,  that  he  entertained 
no  determination  to  press  the  question  te 
a  division,  unless  he  coUeetea  that  the 
sense  and  feeling  of  the  House  ran  ia 
favour  of  the  proposition.    That  call,  con-^ 
ditional  as  it  was,  having  been  metin  a 
manner  beyond  their  expectation,  be  put 
it  to  the  committee,  if  his  noble  friend 
woidd  not  be  deeply  responsible  to  the 
illustrioul  individual  and  to  the  House,  i£ 
he  and  those  who  acted  with. him,  shrunk 
from  expressing  by  their  votes  that  opi- 
nion, which  they  would  not  press  to  a  divi*» 
sion,  were  they  not  thus  Invited  to  do  so. 
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It  wn  on  that  principle,  which  left  them  i  if  (be  fact  wtre  otlierwisey  was  {he  mouth 
no  alternatives  that  they  should  proceed    of  piurliamept  to  be  stopped  in  the  discus- 


to  the  vote. 

Sir  John  Nevoport  contendedi  that  as 
the  Honse  had  negatived  a  proposition  of 
the  same  kind  three  years  ago»  they  were 
boond  to  rejeet  it  in  the  present  instance. 
V6  change  had  taken  place  in  the  circum- 
atances  which  could  justify  a  departure 
firom  that  precedent.  Was  there  not  the 
same  distress  in  the  country  ?  Was  not 
the  demand  for  economy  as  loudly  urged, 
afid  as  necessary  to  be  observed?  To 
agree  in  this  vote  would  be  to  pronounce 
a  censure  upon  their  past  conduct,  by  re- 
tracting a  decision  to  which  they  had  de- 
liberately come.  He  hoped  they  would 
have  more  regard  for  their  own  dignity 
ind  character.  It  had  been  said,  that 
great  exertions  were  made  to  obtain  the 
former  vote,  if  so,  he  was  ignorant  of  it, 
and  whether  it  was  so  or  not,  his  consis- 
tency was  not  at  all  committed,  not  hav- 
ing voted  on  that  occasion.  But  now  that 
^esCion  was  submitted  again,  he  would 
Md  his  vote  against  it,  and  even  felt  him- 
self bound  to  do  so,  whatever  his  own 
opfarfon  might  be  originally,  in  order  to 
protecf  the  consistency  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  maintained,  that  the  House 
was  not  bound  by  any  former  decision 
as  to  the  coune  it  should  now  adopt. 
The  veiT  admissions  of  the  gentlemen  wno 
had  spoken  that  evening  in  opposition  to 
the  grant  had  defeated  the  two  principal 
grounds— first,  as  to  character,  and,  se- 
condly, as  to  the  non-residence  of  the 
duke  and  duchess  in  England-— which  had 
induced  the  House  to  refuse  the  grant  on 
a  former  occasion.  The  knowledge  of 
her  royal  highness's  character  had  cor- 
Mcted  the  erroneous  impressions  that  had 
gone  abroad  respecting  her.  After  the 
vote  that  had  passed  in  favour  of  the  duke 
of  Cambridge,  he  put  it  to  the  liberality 
and  justice  of  the  House,  whether  this 
•ther  branch  of  the  royal  ftunily  ought  to 
i>e  passed  over  > 

Mr.  fVyfnif  without  going  into  general 
<}bsetvationiy  thought  it  due  to  himself 
and  to  ttiOse  with  whom  he  voted  against 
this  question  three  years  ago,  to  state  the 
ground  of  his'  conduct.  As  to  the  doc- 
trine, that  tor  all  cases  of  the  marriage  of 
younger  branches  of  the  lo^l  family, 
they  were  entitled  to  an  additional  provi- 
sion from  the  nation,  he  could  not  in  any 
way  agree  to  it,  but  thought  that  the  al- 
lowances drefidy  made  to  them,  in  their 
single  eapadties^  adtpif  sufficient.    But 


sion  of  these  questions?  Were  they  to 
be  addressed  with  sucn  language  as  **  will 
you  enter  into  the  character  of  the  royal 
family?*'  when  it  was  obvious,  that  in 
the  cases  of  ^ese  |(rants,  that  character 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  towards 
the  settling  of  the  question  i  Upon  such 
occasions,  was  advantage  to  be  taken  of 
that  delicacy  which  every  man  felt  when 
he  was  destined  to  hear  of  his  own  fail- 
ings ;  and  was  it  to  be  assumed,  that  all 
that  was  said  in  praise  of  individuals,  was 
to  pass  current  for  truth,  because  no  one 
haa  taken  upon  himself  the  invidious  task 
of  contradicting  it  ?  As  to  the  allegation, 
that  it  was  degrading  for  a  prince  of  this 
country  to  receive  benefits  from  a  foreign 
power,  and  that  what  was  allowed  by 
Prussia  ought  not  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration, he  could  not  see  any  disgrace 
in  the  fact  of  a  dowager  princess  of  Prussia 
receiving  a  jomturefrom  her  own  country. 
It  would  be  so  much  in  her  favour  if  she 
chose  at  some  future  period  to  celebrate 
another  marriage.  There  was  another 
part  of  this  sul^ct  to  which  he  could  not 
forbear  alluding,  namely,  the  departure 
from  all  precedent  by  his  majesty^s  mi« 
nisters  upon  the  marriage  in  question. 
No  other  marriage  had  taken  place  on 
which  they  had  not  called  on  the  House 
to  congratulate  the  throne ;  but  upon  that 
occasion  they  felt  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  doing  so.  Nay,  further,  could  it  be 
denied  that  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of 
Cambridge  with  the  same  princess  had 
been  broken  off  expressly  at  the  de«re  of 
his  majesty?  A  noble  friend  near. him 
had  suggested  another  topic — a  female  of 
the  highest  rank  in  this  country  had  testi- 
fied her  objection  to  the  match  by  refusing 
to  receive  the  lady  in  her  presence.  U 
was  on  these  grounds  that  the  former  de- 
cision of  the  House  was  one  that  gave  sa- 
tisfaction to  the  feelings  and  morals  of 
the  country ;  and  whatever  had  since  been 
the  conduct  of  the  lady  to  whom  he  al- 
luded, the  best  panegyric  that  could  be 
pronounced  on  her  was,  that  nothing  fur- 
ther whatever  had  been  heard  of  her. 
But  this  was  not  an  alliance  which  called 
for  a  vote  of  increased  allowance,  and  he 
felt  it  was  one  on  which  the  House  could 
not  congratulate  the  country. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Littleton  contended,  that 
there  had  been  nothing  like  consistency 
in  the  arguments  which  had  been  used 
in  oppoaition  to  *  this  grant.    It  had  been 

t 


151]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS»     Prince  Regents  Message  respecting  the     [152 


once  -said,  that  the  income  of  the  royal 
dukes  should  not  be  increased,  because  it 
was  probable  that  they  would  leave  this 
country  and  spend  their  fortunes  in  an- 
other, but  now  this  argument  was  done 
away  with,  for  all  the  royal  dukes  intended 
to  remain  at  home;  Objections  were  next 
made  to  the  marriaffe  itself,  but  he  had 
heard  from  some  members  on  the  same 
side  conffratulations  upon  that  marriage. 
He  could  not  avoid  stating,  that  some  re- 
marks which  had  been  made  on  the 
duchess  were  most  honourable  to  her, 
and  he  believed  that  the  more  the  conduct 
of  her  royal  highness  was  inauired  into, 
the  more  fair  and  honourable  it  would 
appear.  He  had  with  regret  heard  some 
insinuations  thrown  out  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  illustrious  duke,  and  these 
were  made  as  a  sort  of  ground  for  oppos- 
ing the  grant.  To  these  insinuations  be 
should'  say  no  more  than  that  no  one  had 
the  manlmess  to  avow  them,  and  he  de- 
claired  upon  his  honour  that  he  believed 
them  to  be  wholly  without  foundation. 
The  Committee  then  divided : 

For  the  Grant..... 136 

Against  it 143 

Majority  — -  7 
The  motion  was  consequently  lost. 
Loud  cheering  took  place  in  the  House 
when  the  result  of  the  division  was  known. 
Lord  Castlereagh  then  moved,  <<  That  a 
sum  of  6,000/.  per  annum  be  settled  upon 
her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Cum- 
berland, in  case  her  Royal  Highness  should 
survive  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  to  be  issuing  and  payable 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land." 

Mr.  Forbes  observed,  that  an  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  had,  in  his  opinion, 
acted  inconsistently  in  voting  against  the 
proposed  allowance  to  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, In  opposing  the  grant  to  the 
duke  of  Cambridge,  uat  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  pledged  himself,  in  case 
the  measure  was  carried  against  him,  to 
support  a  similar  grant  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  the  hon.  mem- 
ber would  restate  the  charge  he  had  made 
against  .him,  as,  from  the  indistinct  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  expressed,  or  from 
the  noise  in  the  House,  he  could  not  col- 
lect its  force  or  import. 

Mr.  Forbes  replied,  that  he  understood 
the  hoOi  and  learned  gentleman  to  say, 
Ibat  in  the  event  of  the  House  agreeing 


to  an  additional  provision  for  the  duke  of 
Cambridge,  he  would  support  a  similar 
provision  for  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 

Mr.  Brougham  said  :^ Sir;  I  cannot 
conceive  how  the  hon.  gentleman,  whose 
understanding  on  other  occasions  is  so 
sound  and  solid,  should  have  so  far  mis- 
apprehended my  meaning  as  to  draw  from 
my  speech  an  inconsistency  with  my 
vote.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  how  his 
misapprehension  could  have  arisen.  In 
the  latter  case  I  added  mv  vote  to  the 
sense  of  the  House,  but  I  did  not  contra- 
dict by  it  the  principle  which  I  laid  down, 
as  I  voted  agamst  the  allowances  in  both 
cases  [Hearl  from  Mr.  Croker.]  The 
hon.  secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  whose 
understanding  is  as  acute  as  that  of  the 
other  hon.  gentleman  i»>|olid  [a  laugh} 
cheers  me  on  this  occasion,  and  joins  the 
other  hon.  gentleman  i;i  the  charge.  He 
would  be  glad  to  catch  me  in  an  incon- 
sistency, and  already  begins  to  triumph 
in  the  idea  that  he  has  succeeded.  If  the 
hon.  secretary  has  any  charges  against 
my  conduct,  I  should  be  glad  that  be 
would  state  them  openly  and  manfully, 
in  a  way  that  I  can  answer  them.  I  en« 
treat  him  to  bring  his  accusations  for* 
ward,  in  a  public  and  undisguised  man* 
ner,  to  meet  me  face  to  face,  and  not  to 
have  recourse  to  other  methods  of  attack^ 
which  I  have  no  opportunity  of  repelling. 
Instead  of  assailing  my  character  or  my 
consistency  in  an  underhand  manner ;  in- 
stead of  watching  my  conduct  to  expose 
it  where  I  cannot  defend  myself;  let  him 
fairly  and  manfully  advance  his  (hargea 
in  thb  House,  where  I  can  overwhelm 
them  with  instant  confusion  [Hear,  hear!]. 
I  never  pledged  myself  to  support  tlie 
grant  tO  tne  duke  of  Cumberland,  if  the 
proposed  allowance  to  the  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge met  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
committee.  Such  a  charge  against  me  ia 
totally  unfounded.  Myargument  was,  that 
those  who  supported  the  Tatter,  if  all  per- 
sonal grounds  were  left  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, could  not  consistently  vote  for  any 
additional  grant  to  the  former;  and  in 
following  my  own  principle,  I  acted  con- 
sistently in  voting  against  both  resolu- 
tions. I  will  appeal  to  the  understanding 
of  the  House,  though  I  will  make  no  ap- 
peal to  that  of  the  hon.  secretary,  if  such 
was  not  my  reasoning  and  my  conduct ; 
and  I  will  ask  them,  if  there  is  here  the 
shadow  of  inconsistency?  As  I  left  out 
of  view  all  regard  to  personal  qualities,  I 
could  make  no  distinctioB  between  the 
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two  cases;  and  as  on  public  gronnds  I 
voted  against  the  allowance  to  one  of  the 
royal  dukes,  on  the  same  grounds  I  voted 
•gainst  any  grant  to  the  other.  The  re- 
solution now  before  the  House  is  totally 
unconnected  with  either,  and  has  my  cor- 
dial support. 

Mr.  droker  said: — I  trust  that  after 
what  has  passed,  the  House  will  indulge 
me  for«a  momeat.  Sir,  in  the  sort  of 
seeming  approbation  of  what  was  said,  to 
which  the  hon.  member  has  alluded,  I 
meant  nothing  personally  offensive,  for, 
I  confess,  I  cud  understand  by  his  speech 
something  like  that  which  was  alluded  to. 
The  hon.  member  says,  that  this  is  not 
the  first  time  I  have  endeavoured  to  catch 
him  in  a  personal  inconsistency,  but  that 
he  defies  me  to  the  task  here,  or  else- 
where. Sir,  if  I  were  disposed  to  look 
out  for  the  inconsistencies  of  the  hon. 

fmtleman,  I  should  not  have  far  to  go. 
should  find  them  frequently  in  his  argu- 
ments, and  some  o£  them  might  be  easily 
adduced  in  other  matters ;  but  if  the  hon. 
member  imagines  tliat  I  could  think  it 
worth  my  while  to  look  for  his  inconsist- 
encies, or  to  notice  his  movements,  either 
DOW,  or  heretofore  or  hereafter,  in  any 
other  manner  than  in  the  way  of  my  par- 
h'amentary  duty,  I  can  assure  him  that 
he  is  most  egregiously  mistaken.  The 
hon.  member  has  alluded  to  my  taking 
other  means  than  public  ones  to  detect 
his  inconsistency.  This  I  must  say  is  un- 
founded ;  for  I  solemnly  declare,  that  in 
any  writing  to  which  I  have  affixed  my 
name,  or  in  any  to  which  I  may  not  haye 
done  so,  I  never,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection and  belief,  did  mention  the  hon. 
member's  name,  or  endeavour  to  point 
out  his  inconsistencies.  If  then,  the  hon. 
member  insinuates,  that  I  have  here  and 
in  private  sought  to  catch  him  in  personal 
inconsistencies,  I  must,  in  justice  to  my- 
self, reply,  that  the  insinuation  is  false 
[Hear,  hear!  and  cries  of  order!]. 

Mr.  Brougham  fkppealed  to  the  chair* 
man  whether  this  was  parliamentary  lan- 

Suage  ?  He  alluded  to  the  charge  of  fdse- 
ood. 

Mr.  Croker  explained,  that  he  meant  to 
say  the  insinuation  was  unfounded,  and 
be  meant  the  answer  to  be  conveyed  in 
the  same  manner  and  spirit  as  that  in 
which  the  insinuation  was  made. 
^  Mr.  Brougham  gave  a  bow  of  satis&c- 
tion.  An  hon.  member  said  he  hoped  the 
matter  would  proceed  no  farther.  An- 
other  answered,    *<  Certainly   not :    the 


learnedgentleman  is  satisfied."    The  reso- 
lution was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  bringing  up  the  report  of  the 
grant  to  the  Duke  of  CUrence, 

Lord  Casilereagh  observed,  that  as  his 
royal  highness  had  declined  accepting  the 
sum  which  had  been  voted  to  him,  it 
would  be  the  better  plan  to  withdraw  it 
altoeether. 

Air.  Tiemei/  wished,  that  if  it  were 
withdrawn,  the  reasons  for  it  should  be 
entered  upon  the  Journals,  otherwise  it 
would  not  be  dealine  fairly  with  the 
House  or  the  royal  duke.  It  would  ap- 
pear hereafter  that  a  grant  of  6,0001,  a 
year  had  been  made  to  the  illustrious  duke 
m  a  committee,  and  that  it  had  afterwards 
been  refused  by  the  House.  This  would 
appear  extremely  strange  indeed,  unless 
the  reasons  for  it  were  assigned.  The 
noble  lord  had  read  a  written  paper,  as 
part  of  his  speech,  which  no  douot  he  had 
done  to  prevent  misconception.  Now, 
that  mjght  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  offi- 
cial document,  and  if  it  were  entered 
upon  the  Journals,  it  would  fully  state  the 
reason  why  the  grant  was  withdrawn.  A 
precedent  for  such  an  entry  existed  in  the 
case  of  a  communication  made  from  the 
Prince  Regent,  when  prince  of  Wales,  by 
his  secretary,  respectmg  the  deficiencies- 
of  the  revenue  of  Cornwall,  which  was 
entered  upon  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Lord   Castlereagh  suggested,   that  all 
inconvenience  would  be  avoided  by  aspree- 
ing  to  tiie  resolution,   upon  an  under- 
standing that  no  bill  should  be  brought 
in  upon  it. 

After  some  farther  observations  from 
Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  and  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
the  suggestion  of  lord  Castlereagh  was 
adopted,  and  the  House  agreed,  to  the 
Resolution. 
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Fridatff  April  17. 

Copt  Right  Bill — Pbtitiok  or 
Messrs.  Rodwbll  and  Martin.]—' 
Mr.  Lambtan  rose  to  present  a  Petition, 
to  which,  from  the  importance  of  the 
subiect,  he  earnestly  invited  the  attention 
of  the  House.  He  was  the  more  anxious 
that  the  statement  contained  in  the  peti« 
tion  should  be  distinctly  understod,  as  the 
great  question  on  the  subject  stood  for 
discussion  this  eveninff.  The  petitioners 
were  Messrs.  Rodwell  and  Martin,  emi- 
nent booksellers  in  Bond*street.  They 
complained  of  the  grievous  operation  of 
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tbe  CofTright  aet  aa  afibetiBg  their  trade 
and  property.  As  the  law  now  stdod, 
tfaey  were  bound  to  fumiA  to  certain  pub- 
lic bodies  eleven  copies  of  erery  new 
work  they  publishedy  ao  matter  what  was 
its  nature*  and  the  amount  of  its  expense. 
The  petitionersy  among  other  injuries  re* 
ceived  from  this  impolitic  regulation^ 
stated  some  particular  instances,  to  show 
the  extent  of  the  demands  made  apon 
them  under  the  act.  They  had  lately 
published  a  work,  called  <<  Views  in  Itsly/' 
with  plates*  and  the  copies  they  were 
obligeid  to  deliver  amounted  to  70/«  in 
yalse.  The  expense  of  the  copies  tboT 
most  furnish  of  a  work  called  **  Antiqui* 
ties  of  Greece/'  with  drawings  of  Athens, 
would  amount  to  300^  The  value  of  this 
work  was  so  well  appreciated  that  the 
author  was  offered  permission  to  publish 
it  in  France,  free  of  the  duties  on  works 
flent  from  anotlier  country,  if  he  would 
send  the  work  there.  In  the  one  country 
an  encouragement  by  the  remission  of 
faeaivy  duties  was  held  out,  but  in  the 
other,  a  grievous  uid  oppressive  tax  was 
imposed  upon  publishers  for  Ae  benefit 
of  bodies  who  bad  ample  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  any  works  tney  required^ 

The  Petition  of  John  Rodwell  and 
John  Martin,  of  Bond-street,  London, 
booksellers^  publishem,  and  co-partners, 
was  then  brought  up  and  read;  setting 
fbrth» 

<<  That  the  petitioners  are  booksellers 
and  l^ublishers,  and  frequently  purchase 
the  copyright  of  various  works  at  a  consi- 
derable pnce  ;  and  that,  in  common  with 
all  other  publisliers^  they  have  severely 
f(^t  the  burthen  of  an  act  of  j^Uament 
passed  in  the  54th  year  of  his  present 
majesty,,  compelling  the  gratuitous  deli- 
very of  every  new  publication  to  various 
publtc  institutions,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  eleven  copies,  in  addition  to  one  which, 
by  another  act  of  parliament,  is  required 
to  be  deposited  with  the  printer  of  the 
work ;  that  the  compUanoe  with  sndi  re- 
quisition has  in  many  instances  ^occasioned 
great  ^ifeive  loss  to  the  petitioners, 
beia^  in  the  case  of  one  work  recently 
pmbhshed  by  tbem^and  intituled,  **  Views 
m  Italy^"  not  less  than  the  ama  of  70/., 
and  in  the  puUicaiion  of  aaotber  work, 
by  sir  William  GeU  and  J.  P.  Gandy, 
architects)  to  describe  and  iOustsate  the 
ruioS'of  Pompeii,  amouBtmg  to  the  sum 
of  SOLf  and  makiuff,  upon  the  whole,  a' 
very,  serieaa*  aaniiM.  drawback  from  the 
fi»r  profits  of  the  petitioneia' trade ;  that 
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the  loss  occasioned  by  Suob  oompulsory 
supply  must  necessarily  fall  either  npen 
the  publbher  or  author  of  every  work ;  in 
the  former  case  it  is  an  exdnsive,  and  (as 
can  be  proved)  a  very  burthensome  tax 
upontheprofits  of  thepetitioners'partieBbr 
branch  of  trade,  in  addition  to  those  whidh 
they  already  bear  in  common  with  their  fel- 
low Subjects,  andbesides  the  tax  apon  paper 
and  the  duty  on  advertisements,  whereby 
their  business  is  greatly  affected,  and  upon 
which  a  very  considerable  revenue  ac- 
crues to  the  countrr ;  bnt^  where  It  fidla 
upon  the  author  of  a  work,  it  becomes  a 
severe  tax  upon  the  produce  of  intellec* 
tual  exertion^  and  to  the  extent  of  its  ope* 
ration  its  tendency  must  be  to  restrain 
the  advancement  of  literature  and  impede 
the  progress  of  knowledge,  in  fsset,  such 
can  be  proved  to  have  been  already  its 
actual  effects  and  consequences  in  several 
instances,  it  having  been  the  sole  cause  of 
preventing  the  publication  of  many  inte- 
resting and  valuable  works,  diat  would 
have  proved  beneficial  to  Ikerature  and 
honourable  to  our  age  and  country ;  that 
the  petitioners  have  recently  agreed  with 
Edward  Dodwell,  esq*  for  the  purchase  of 
drawings  and  designs,  with*  observations 
and  remarks,  Hlustrating  the  antiqutties 
of  Athens  and  ancient  Greece,  which  that 
gentleman  has  made  and  collected  at  a 
very  great  expense  during  a  lon^  rest- 
dence  in  Turkey,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  the  most  emiiient  artists ;  that  the  cosi 
of  purchasing  and  the  ^pense  of  publish- 
ing such  a  work  are  so  great,  that  the 
eleven  copies  required  by  the  act  to  be 
supplied  will  be  an  absolute  charge  upon 
the  petitionere  of  nearly  900^  indepen- 
dent of  such  gratuitous  supply  diminish^ 
ing  the  number  of  those  who  might  rea"* 
sonably  be  expected  to  become  pur*' 
chasen ;  the  petitioneia  are  in  fact  he- 
sitating between  the  prudence  of  incurring 
such  ah  expense,  or  the  alternative  w 
publishing  these  splendid  engravings  un- 
accompanied by  the  letter-press  that 
should  exfMn  and  illustrate  them;  the 
petitionera  will  no  further  observe  upon 
the  interest  and  importance  of  this  worky 
in  a  national  point  of  view^  than  by 
remarking,  that  such  was  the  opinion  ii 
the  French  government  as  to  its  merits 
and  value,  that  the  very  heavy  duty 
legally  payable  thereon^  upon  itsentranca 
into  their  territory,  wasoraered  te  be  re- 
mitted to  Mr.  Dodwell,  who  was  pressed 
to  publish  the  same  in  Parity  under  the 
sanction  of  govemmenti  upon  very  ad- 
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Tantageous  lenss,  and  free  from  die  bur- 
l^entome  claim  of  any  national  inatitu- 
tiona  upon  the  profits  of  his  labour  o? 
tdent;  the  petitioners,  thereforei  most 
respectfully  piay  the  House  to  take  the 
foregoing  facts  into  their  gracious  consi- 
deration,  and  to  grant  such  relief  in  the 
premises  to  the  petitioners,  and  publishers 
in  general,  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
fit;  but,  if  it  should  be  deemed  beneficial 
to  the  interests  of  literature  that  certain 
institutions  should  be  made  depositaries 
of  everv  publication  of  merit,  the  peti- 
tiooers  numbly  submit  it  to  the  consioera- 
tion  of  the  House,  that  it  would,  in  every 
point  of  view,  be  fiur  and  reasonable  that 
auch  public  bodies  should  be  required  to 
pay  a  moiety  of  the  price  of  ^ose  books 
It  may  be  desirable  for  them  to  possess, 
which  would  be  a  considerable  relief  to 
the  petitioners,  and  to  others  of  the  same 
trade,  and  but  a  trifling  object  of  expense 
to  the  respective  institutions;  it  would 
moreover  render  them  more  dkcrimini^ 
tive  and  less  vexatious  than  they  have 
been^  in  their  requisition  of'  books,  by 
limiting  their  demand  to  such  i^one  as 
had  merit  or  usefulness  to  recommend 
them,  and  would  prevent  the  abuse,  de- 
struction, and  improper  disposal  of  them, 
which  it  can  be  shown  too  frequently 
takes  place  under  the  present  system." 

On  the  question,  that  the  petition  do 
lie  on  the  taUe, 

Mr.  PhmktU  observed,  that  the  House 
diould  consider  what  the  petitioners  had 
alated,  with  respect,  to  the  sums  which 
would  be  lost  to  them,  by  the  eleven 
copies.  They  stated,  that  by  one  work 
they  should  lose  IQL  and  by  another 
SOOL,  but  the  House  should  bear  m  mind, 
that  though  that  might  be  the  price  at 
which  the  works  might  sell,  yet  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  they  stood  the  pub- 
lishers the  same  sum.  It  did  not  appear 
t**^  •b^y  would  lose  so  many  customers, 
bjr. giving  away  the  eleven  copiesi  Ibr  it 
did  not  IbOow,  that  if  they  were  not  so 
OiseB  away  they  would  be  purchased. 
He.thought  it  nghft  to  state  this  to  the 
Houfe  that  it  should  not  be  led  away  by 
an  erroneous  idea  of  the  loss  whidi  was 
complained  of.' 

Miv  LamUan  said|  he  could  not  state 
the  mode  of  calculation  adopted^  but  it 
was  quite  clear  that,  when  the  publisher 
was  called  upon  to  give  gratuitously 
eleven  copies  of  each  work  he  published, 
ta  the  valae  of  these  eleven  copies,  be  it 
7(tf.  or  soot  he  was  most  unjustifiably  in- 


jured«-the  money  wm»  dearly  lost  ta  him 
of  such  copies  as,  by  disposmg  eC  in  liie 
usual  course  of  tcado»  height  derive  a 
profit  from. 

Sir  Eger^on  Bridget  thought  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  could  not  ba 
serious  in  the  distinction' he  had  attempted 
to  draw  between  the  first  cost,  and  tha 
sale  price*  The  losses  were  as  sreat^  he 
could  assure  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  as 
the  pmciple  on  which  they  were  takea 
was  uo&ir  and  oppresshre*  At  any  oalcif* 
lation  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  authot 
and  the  pid>lisher  must  be  greatly  in- 
jured. 

Mr.  PhmieU  was  ataloss  to  und^stand 
the  meaning  of  the  hon.  baronet's  remark 
He  could  not  conceive  how  any  greater 
loss  could  be  occasioned  by  the  eiviog 
away  eleven  copieSi  than  the  value  of  those 
copies. 

Sir  E.  Bridges  said,  that  the  loss  couldi 
be  exactly  explained.  Suppose  a  book- 
seller intended  to  print  250  copies  of  a 
work  for  sale,  he  would  be  omiged  to 
print  eleven  copies  more,  in  order  to  send 
them  to  the  universities.  Now,  by  a  re* 
gulation  of  the  trade,  the  printing  of  ttieea 
eleven  additional  copies  would  cost  at 
much  as  if  250  copies  more  bad  been 
printed. 

Mr.  Phtnhtt  remarked,  that  this  loss,  if 
any,  was  caused  by  an  arbitrary  law  among^ 
the  booksellers  themselves,  and  if  they 
consented  to  such  a  law  they  ought  to 
abide  by  the  loss  it  occasioned.  U  waa 
for  them  to  repeal  this  regulation,  and  not 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  repeal  a  law  of 
long  standing  and  useful  operation. 

Sir  JS.  Brydgu  replied|that  tbepublishera 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rule,  which,  is 
point  of  fiict,  belonged  to  the  printtfS, 
and  until  the  lesislature  adopted  a  rde  to- 
control  and  alter  the  existing  rates  of 
wages,  the  arrangement  complained  of 
must  be  acted  upon. 

Lord  AUhoTo  was  deariy  of  opinion^ 
that  the  publisners  were  harshly  used  by 
this  law.  As  to  the  (]^uantum  of  the  in- 
jury it  mattered  littie— it  was  still  oppress 
sive,  and  universally  so  firom  the  extent  of 
its  operation.  With  respect  to  the  risht 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  s  observatioii 
on  the  mode  of  calculating  the  evil,  smdy, 
if  a  farmer  was  oblbed  to  give  away  a 
bushel  of  wheat  which  he  could  seH  at  a 
certain  sum,  the  loss  be  would  sustain 
would  not  merely  be  what  the  bushel  had 
cost  himself,  but  the  price  at  which  he 
might  sell  it. 
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The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed*  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Coj^-right  Bill, 

Mr.  n^ynn  8ald«  he  would  take  that  op- 
portunity of  recommending  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee up  stairs,  who  could  resort  to  all 
the  practical  information  which  some  gen- 
tlemen appeared  to  wish  for.  This  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  general  discussion  on 
le  merits  of  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Croker  thought  this  would  be  the 
better  course.  He  bad  no  objection  to 
the  second  readiQg  of  the  bill,  but  on  this 
condition,  that  no  gentleman  who  held  the 
opinion  which  he  did  on  the  subject, 
should  be  understood  as  compromising 
that  opinion,  in  allowing  the  second  read- 
ing without  opposition,  or  in  agreeing  to 
tlie  committee  up  stairs. 

Sir  Egerton  Brydgts  had  not  the  least 
objection  to  refer  the  matter  at  issue  to  a 
committee  up  stairs,  and  on  this  under- 
standing he  would  consent  to  take  the 
second  reading  in  the  manner  it  was  pro- 
posed to  him.  He  would  therefore  move, 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Plunkett  would  not  interfere  with 
that  which  seemed  to  be  the  understand- 
ing of  the  House.  As  the  representative 
of  one  of  the  universities,  whose  rights 
were  to  be  affected  by  the  bill,  he  would 
put  in  his  protest  against  it.  The  subject 
was  one  entitled  to  serious  attention,  and 
it  was  not  generally  understood,,  or  else 
the  difference  of  opmion  which  prevailed 
would  not  be  so  wide  on  the  occasion.  It 
might  be  right  to  state,  that  previous  to 
the  act  of  1802,  Ireland  was  unafiected 
by  the  act  of  Anne  which  prevailed  here, 
and  tlie  Irish  publisher  was  at  perfect 
liberty  to  reprint  any  books  whico  were 
publiuied  in  England,  without  incurring 
any  penalty  for  a  piratical  invasion  of  the 
author's  privileges*  So  extensive  was  this 
trade  of  reprintmg  carried  on  at  the  time 
to  which  he  alluded,  that  most  of  the  lite- 
rature of  England  found  its  way  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  through  the 
medium  of  the  printers  in  Ireland.  When 
the  alteration  took  place  after  the  Union, 
this  most  valuable  trade,  which  had  been 
profitably  exercised,  was  given  up.  And, 
were  the  provisions  then  entered  into  to 
be  now  repealed,  without  the  parties  stand- 
ing in  itatu  quo,  after  the  manner  of  their 
respective  relations,  when  the  present 
measure  was  enacted  ?  He  was  sure  the 
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English  booksellers  would  not  take  the 
repeal  on  the  terms  of  reverting  to  the 
former  plan:  they  knew  their  interest 
much  better.  To  repeal  this  act  in  the 
manner  proposed,  would  at  once  be  to 
commit  an  act  of  national  injustice  towards 
Ireland,  who,  before  the  Union,    might 

Erint  from  English  copies  as  the  publishers 
ere  do  from  those  of  France  or  any  other 
country,  without  incurring  any  penalty 
for  so  copying. 

Mr.  JPeel  willingly  acquiesced  in  the 
matter  being  sent  to  a  committee  up  stairs, 
though  he  begged  to  record  his  objectioD 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  to  express 
his  determination  to  oppose  the  bill  in 
every  stage.  He  would  sup^gest,  however, 
the  propriety  of  postponmg  the  second 
readmg  of  the  bill  for  a  fortnight,  in  order 
to  enable  the  committee  up  stairs  to  sit 
first  Nothing  would  be  lost  by  this 
course,  as  the  second  reading  being  now 
only  taken  oro^rfR^,  did  not  advance  the 
progress  or  the  bill. 

Dr.  Phillitnore  approved  of  sending  the 
matter  to  a  committee  up  stairs. 

Mr.  fVynn  observed,  that  in  point  of 
form  the  proper  time  for  having  a  com- 
mittee up  stairs  would  be  between  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill  and  its  committal 
in  the  House.  He  looked  forward  to  some 
arrangement  through  the  medium  of  the 
committee  up  stairs,  by  which  the  great 
injury  suffered  by  publishers  might  be  conr> 
siderably  obviated  without  trenching  on 
the  privileges  of  the  universities  and  other 
public  bodies.  One  half  the  books  taken 
from  publishers  were  of  no  use  to  the 
bodies  receiving  them,  though  the  loss 
was  still  suffered  by  those  who  had  to  fur- 
nish them.  As  to  the  former  act  in  Ire- 
land, there  were  no  greater  sufferers  by  it 
than  the  enlightened  natives  of  that  coun- 
try, who  had  contributed  their  portion  to 
the  literature  of  this  side  of  the  water ;  fov 
instance,  what  must  Mr.  Burke,  Dr.  Gold- 
smith, and  many  of  the  chief  ornaments 
of  our  literature,  have  suffered  from  the 
practice  of  reprinting  among  their  own 
countrymen,  from  English  editions.  He 
was  sure  that  an  arrangement  of  an  equit- 
able nature  might  be  come  to. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  he  was  one  of 
those  who  contended  against  the  whole 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  could  not  admit 
It  under  any  qualification.  As  it  could  be 
no  inconvenience  to  postpone  the  second 
reading,  he  thought  it  would  be  the  better 
course  to  send  the  subject  at  once  to  m 
committee  up  stairs. 
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Sir «/.  Newport  said,  that  previously  to 
the  act  of  union  it  was  no  piracy  to  re- 
print in  Ireland  books  that  iiad  been  ori- 
ginally printed  in  England,  any  more  than 
It  would  be  in  an  English  bookseller  to 
reprint  in  England,  works  that  had  been 
onginally  printed  in  France. 

Sir  Jr.  Scoii  thought  there  was  not 
much  difference  in  the  two  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding. The  only  objection  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  was,  lest  it 
should  occupy  too  much  time,  which, 
however,  he  hoped,  would  not  be  the  case. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smi/th  said,  that  the  clause 
proposed  to  be  inserted  against  the  copies 
due  to  certain  public  bodies,  was  only  a 
repetition  of  one  that  had  been  inserted 
three  vears  ago  in  a  similar  bill,  and  had 
then  been  negatived.  He  thought  the 
second  reading  should  be  postponed  till 
afler  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Lord  CasUereagh  expressed  his  hope, 
that  the  hon.  baronet  would  consent  to 
postpone  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
which  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  tiie 
House. 

Sir  E.  Brydges  replied,  that  on  the  sub- 
ject of  referring  the  matter  to  a  committee 
up  stairs,  he  would  be  happy  to  comply 
with  the  sense  of  the  House ;  but  as  to 
the  postponement  of  the  second  reading, 
lie  could  not  consent  to  it,  after  the  argu- 
ments with  which  the  discussion  had  been 
anticipated,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing 
the  general  question.  He  could  not  ac- 
cede to  it,  unless  it  should  be  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  general  expression  of  the 
House.  A  right  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man  had  said  the  subject  was  bi^  little 
understood,  and  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
be  communicative  on  the  real  bearings  of 
the  question.  Now  he  fully  agreed  with 
him,  that  it  never  had  been  sufficiently 
understood ;  but  he  differed  with  him  in 
his  conclusion;  for  he  thought  that  the 
moment  the  subject  was  understood,  that 
instant  the  existence  of  the  evil  would  be 
admitted,  and  a  remedy  forthwith  applied 
to  the  grievance. 

Sir  S.  Romilly  could  not  conceive  what 
objection  there  could  be  to  the  course 
proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet.  Nothing 
was  more  common,  than  that  a  bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time  projormdy  and  for 
members  to  reserve  their  opinions  as  to 
the  principle  of  it,  till  the  question  for 
the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  He  ap- 
provea  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  consi- 
dering the  existing  system  a  heavy  tax  on 
literature. 

(VOI^XXXVin.) 


Mr.  J,  P,  Grant  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  oppose  the  bill,  when  the  proper 
time  for  discussion  arrived. 

Mr.  Ped  thought  the  second  reading' 
might  take  place  now,  on  a  distinct  under- 
standing, that  it  should  not  be  inferied 
tliat  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  agreed  to* 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  the  27th. 
Mr.  Wynn  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday 
he  would  move  for  a  select  committee  to 
consider  the  Copy-right  acts. 

Pktitiow  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  cow-' 
plaining  of  certain  proceedings  a1^ 
Cape  Breton.1  Mr.  Benrtet  said,  he 
held  in  his  hand  a  petition,  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  the  most  serious  atten** 
tion  of  tlie  House.  It  was  from  a  re^ 
spectable  gentleman,  Mr.  Gibbons,  a  colo-* 
nist  and  settler  at  the  island  of  Cape  Bre-* 
ton,  and  who  had  acted  for  some  time  ta 
attorney-general  of  that  island.  The  pe- 
titioner complained  most  seriously  of  the 
grossly  improper  conduct  of  the  governor 
of  that  island ;  and  also  of  that  of  the  chief 
justice.  He  stated,  thtft  he,  as  well  as 
several  of  the  settlers  in  that  colony,  had 
been  forcibly  dispossessed  of  their  pro-* 
pcrty  by  the  arbitrary  authority  of  the 
governor,  aided  by  the  decisions  of  the 
chief  justice.  If  the  statements  of  the 
petitioner  were  true,  he  was  certain  the 
House  would  concur  with  him  in  thinking, 
that  neither  of  these  personages  were  fit 
for  the  situations  which  they  held.  The 
charges  made  agtunst  the  governor  were 
of  the  most  aggravated  nature,  and  de*' 
served  the  most  minute  inquiry.  The  first 
charge  was,  that  the  petitioner,  as  well  as 
some  other  individuals,  had  been  forcibly 
dispossessed  of  property  which  they  had 
long  and  lawfully  possessed,  and  that  this 
had  been  done  by  the  arbitrary  fiat  of  the 
governor  and  comicil,  without  any  right 
or  legal  authority  whatever.  On  the  pre- 
tence of  orders  received  from  the  British 
government,  they  had  been  guilty  of  the 
most  wanton  and  arbitrary  acts,  levying 
taxes  on  their  own  authority,  and  dispos- 
sessing individuals  of  their  property.  The 
sham  proceedings  got  up  by  the  chief 
justice,  to  second  the  riews  of  the  go- 
vernor, were  most  discreditable  to  that  in- 
dividual. The  governor  of  this  island  was 
that  governor  Ahislie,  of  whom  the  House 
had  id  ready  heard  so  nrach,  and  wh«,  after 
the  most  atrodous  conduct  in  the  island 
of  Dominicj^ue,  had  been  placed  by  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  in  the  situation  which  he 
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now  filled.  Governor  Ainslie's  conduct 
in  the  island  of  Cape  Breton  did  not  in- 
deed equal  his  conduct  in  the  island  of 
Oominique^he  had  indeed  been  guilty  of 
but  a  small  part  of  the  enormous  act  com- 
mitted by  him  in  Dominique^he  had  not 
decorated  the  coast  of  Cape  Breton  with 
human  heads  as  he  had  done  that  of  Do- 
niinique.  But  though  he  had  not  been 
guilty  of  these  enormities,  he  had  never- 
theless conducted  himself  in  the  most  in- 
human manner.  He  did  not  mean  to  in- 
troduce his  private  moral  character,  and 
the  excellent  example  he  sat  to  the  colo- 
nistSi  but  he  should  state  what  had  been 
bis  public  conduct.  It  was  alleged  against 
him,  that  on  several  occasions  he  had 
Oiade  it  a  practice,  when  persons  came  to 
him  for  redress,  to  seize  them  by  the 
collar,  and  absolutely  kick  them  down  the 
stairs — [Hear,  hear!  and  a  laugh].~- 
However  ridiculous  this  might  appear,  it 
was  nevertheless  true;  and  he  was  in  a 
situation  to  prove  it.  It  could  also  be 
proved,  that  on  one  occasion  he  challenged 
an  officer,  and  offered  to  go  to  Newfound- 
land for  the  purpose  of  nghting.  Of  the 
conduct  of  the  chief  justice  he  should  sa^ 
nothing  more  at  that  time,  than  that  his 
private  conduct  set  an  equally  good  moral 
example  to  the  colonists  with  that  of  the 
governor ;  he  should  however,  take  an  op- 
portunity of  bringing  the  matter  before 
the  House  at  a  proper  time,  and  should 
move  for  the  papers  and  other  documents 
connected   with    the   transactions   com- 

Elained  of,  which,  he  trusted,  would  not 
e  refused.    He  then  moved,  that  the  Pe- 
tition be  read. 

Mr.  GoMourn  thought,  if  any  man  had 
heard  the  question  put  by  the  lion,  gen- 
tleman to  him  the  other  night,  he  would 
have  been  as  astonished  as  he  himself  was 
at  what  he  had  just  heard.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  asked,  whether  govern- 
ment had  not  an  intention  of  establishing 
a  separate  legislature  for  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton ;  and  if  they  had,  what  was 
the  description  of  that  legislature,  as  he 
was  anxious  for  information  on  that  sub* 
ject,  on  account  of  a  petition  connected 
with  that  subject,  which  had  been  put  into 
his  hands  ?  He,  therefore,  put  it  to  the 
House,  if,  from  the  question  of  the  hon. 
fentleman  with  respect  to  a  separate 
legislature,  he  could  have  been  prepared 
to  expect  a  crimination  of  the  governor 
and  chief  justice  of  Cape  Breton  ?  It 
was  impossible  for  him,  therefore,  to 
answer  the  duurges  made  by  the  hon.  gen- 


tleman in  any  other  than  such  a  general 
manner  as  could  neither  be  satisfactory 
to  the  House  nor  to  himself.  Another 
extraordinary  circumstance  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  was,  that  having 
announced  his  intention  to  move  for 
papers,  being  ignorant  whether  those 
papers  would  be  conceded  or  refused,  and 
possessing  no  other  information  than  that 
which  he  had  received  from  the  individual 
from  whom  he  presented  the  petition,  he 
had  come  down  and  made  a  charge  of  a 
most  fearful  nature  against  two  individuals 
in  high  situations.  He  had  heard  of  Mr. 
Gibbons's  complaints,  but  he  was  not 
aware  that  Mr.  Gibbons  had  ever  made 
any  complaint  against  governor  Ainslie. 
He  knew  of  his  complaints  against 
his  predecessors,  but  he  knew  of  none 
against  governor  Ainslie.  If  that  gen- 
tleman was  desirous  of  attaining  his 
ends,  he  ought  to  have  brought  his 
complaint  in  the  first  instance,  before 
the  proper  tribunal.  As  to  the  alleged 
conauct  of  the  chief  justice,  there  was 
one  circumstance  which  deserved  to  be 
mentioned*     The  petitioner   had   com* 

f>lained  of  certain  duties  imposed  by  the 
ocal  authorities,  and  these  were  subse- 
quently declared  invalid  by  the  chief  jus- 
tice, who,  in  that  instance  at  least,  showed 
no  inclination  to  court  the  favour  of  the 
governor,  with  whose  concurrence  the 
regulations  were  entered  into.  He  cer* 
tainly  complained  of  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, where  the  parties  accused  could 
notpossiblj^  reply. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Gibbons,  of 
Sidne^,  in  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  esq* 
was  then  read ;  setting  fortn, 

«  That  the  Petitioner  is  possessed,  in  fee 
simple,  of  several  tracts  of  land  in  the 
island  of  Cape  Breton,  some  of  which  he 
holds  in  his  own  and  some  in  right  of  his 
wife,  under  grants  from  the  crown  to  the 
original  grantees ;  that  the  petitioner  begs 
leave  roost  respectfully  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  without  previous  notice,  or 
his  consent  and  concurrence  having  been 
obtained,  or  the  slightest  indemnification 
offered,  he  has  been  arbitrarily  and  ille- 
gally disseized  of  part  of  his  said  lands,  in 
virtue  of  orders  made  by  the  colonial 
council  of  that  island,  who  have  not  only 
thus    assumed    the   greatest    legislative 

Eower,  but  have  oppressively  invaded  the 
ighest  and  most  sacred  property  of  the 
subject,  and  also  at  the  same  time,  as  a 
concurrent  consequence,  have  arrogatecl 
to  themselves  the  alarming  judicial  one  of 
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rerokingt  by   their   own   authority,  the 
kingV  grants,  ftoleml^ly  made  under  the 
great  seal ;  that,  at  the  time  oF  issuing 
tnose  orders,  affi.*cting  the  rights,  liber* 
ties,  and  properties  of  the  subject,  that 
have   been  sanctioned  and  acted  upon 
under  major  general  Swayne,  colonel  Fitz- 
herbert,  and  lieutenant  governor  Ainslie, 
no  legal  colonial  council  actually  existed, 
of  the  number  and  qualifications  required 
b^  his  majesty's  commission  and  instruc- 
tions to  the  governor  in  chief  of  Cape 
Breton,  which  explicitly  and   positively 
forbid  the  augmentation  or  dimmution  of 
that  bodyi  as  specifically  therein  consti- 
tuted ;  and,  with  all  due  deference,  the 
petitioner  is  induced  to  believe  the  diso- 
bedience of  that  regulation  has,  in  a  great 
degree,  facilitated  the  exercise  of  those 
acts  of  injustice,  of  which  he  complains ; 
that  he  most  humbly  conceives,  that  from 
the  period  when  his  majesty  was  pleased 
to  require  a  provincial  general  assembly 
to  be  convened,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing local  laws,  statutes,  ana  ordinances, 
in  that  island,  no  legislative  power  could 
be  exercised  by  the  governor  and  colonial 
council,    unless    assembled    in    general 
assembly,  and  the  taxation  of  real  and 
personal  property  that  has  been  and  is 
still  inforced  under  this  authority,  is  not 
merely  a  violation  of  that  constitutional  law 
clearly  defined  and  solemnly  declared  on 
many  occasions  in  the  British  courts,  but 
is  in  direct  contravention  of  hi^  majesty's 
instructions  to  the  governors  of  that  co- 
lony; that  the  petitioner  begs  permission 
to  add,  that  major  general  Swayne,  while 
exercising  the  government  in  Cape  Bre- 
tou,  by  his  own  authority,  directed  what 
he  was  pleased  to  term  a  military  road  to 
be  opened  throush  the  mo&t  valuable  part 
of  the  petitioners  land:   and  with  such 
arbitrary  violence  was  this  order  carried 
into  effect,  that  his  aide-de-camp  ordered 
the  fences    and    inclosures  thereon   (if 
found  in  the  w;ay)  to  be  thrown  down, 
burnt,  and  destroyed ;  that  the  petitioner 
received  from  major  general  Swayne  no 
previous  intimation  of  his  intended  inva- 
sion and  seizure  of  his  property,  or  offer 
of  the  smallest  compensation;  neither  has 
the  petitioner,  or  any  other  person  hav- 
ing lawful  authority,  directly  or  indirectly, 
given  the  most  distant  sanction  to  this 
measur^  of  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable 
aggression ;  'that  he  has  also  to  complain 
to  the  House  of  acts  of  similar  violence, 
supported  and  countenanced  by  lieute- 
teoant  governor  Ainsliei  that  have  been 


recently  perpetrated  on  other  lands  be- 
longing to  the  petitioner,  and  on  which 
he  now  resides;   that  he  presumes  res- 

Eectfully  to  represent  to  the  House,  that 
e  should  have  sought  redress  for  those, 
and  many  other  injuries  he  has  sustained 
in  his  personal  property  and  reputation, 
by  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  and  only 
court  of  judicature  in  Cape  Breton,  em- 
powered to  hear    and    determine    such 
causes  of  action,  but  for  the  following 
reasons,  which  he  confidently  trusts  will 
be  deemed  by  the  House  conclusive  and 
satisfactory ;  first,  that  the  hon.  Archibald 
Charles    Dodd,    chief  justice  and  only 
judfi^e  in  the  supreme  court,  and  president 
of  the  colonic  council,  from  partial  and 
interested  motives,  did,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, suggest,  prepare,  and  procure  to 
be  passed,  all  those  orders  that  more  im- 
mediately militate  against  the  constitu- 
tional laws  of  England,  and  the  liberties 
and  properties  of  the  subject,  as  pledged 
and  secured  to  the  colony  by  his  majesty; 
secondly,  that  although  in  an  action  com- 
menced by  the  collector  of  the  provincial 
revenue,  against  the   son-in-law  of  the 
said  chief  Justice,  for  money  due  under 
an  ordinance  he  had  very  recently  ad- 
vised itiajor  general   Swbyne  to  revive 
(notwitlistanding  it  had  been  previously 
voted  by  the  council  unlawful  and  op- 
pressive), he.  In  November  term   1816", 
adjudged  this  order  (as  being' a  tax)  not  - 
binding  on  the  people,  but  soon  discover- 
ing this  decision  had  given  great  dissatis- 
faction to  lieutenant  governor  Ainslie,  he 
shortly  after  advised  the  magistrates  to 
enforce  other  ordinances,  imposing  a  ge- 
neral tax  upon  the  inhabitants  by  com- 
pulsive means,  but   refused   himself  to 
comply  when  required  by  the  proper  offi- 
cer ;  however,  a  few  days  afler  that  refu- 
sal, he  again,  publicly  in  open  court,  an* 
nounced  the  legality  of  those  orders,  and 
in  his  ardent  zeal  to  please,  in  March 
term  1817,  went  so  far  as  to  stigmatize 
those  who  doubted  their  validity  as  evil 
disposed  or  disaffected  persons ;  thirdly, 
that  the  said  chief  justice  has  assumed  to 
himself  the  arbitrary,    unconstitutional, 
partial,  and  dangerous  discretionary  au- 
thority,   of  extra-judicially  refusing    to 
allow  any  person  the  necessary  privilege 
of  commencing  or  instituting 'any  action 
in  the  supreme  court,  until  his  permission 
was  first  solicited  and  obtained,  and  the 
petitioner  was  accordingly  refused,  not 
navmg  sued  for  such  permission ;  the  pe- 
titioner feels  he  shoidd  have  been  guuty 
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of  a  dereliction  and  serious  violatioa  of 
duty  to  himself  and  others,  could  he  even 
for  a  moment  have  supposed  such  per- 
mission would  not  have  been  withneld 
from  him,  to  have  submitted  to,  and  sanc- 
tioned, this  tyrannical  assumption  of  un- 
authorized power,  as  be  humbly  conceives 
the  said  chief  justice  had  no  option  to 
refuse  or  grant  this  inherent  and  immu- 
table right  to  the  meanest  subject  of  the 
realm  ;  and  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to 
add,  that  it  appears  to  him  thiis  doctrine 
Is  subversive  of  the  constitution,  and 
against  all  manner  of  forms,  principles,  prac- 
tices nod  rules  of  law,  equity,  and  justice, 
as  rendering  the  tenure  on  which  the  secu- 
rity of  our  persons,  properties,  and  repu- 
jtations,  are  held,  uncertain,  and  solely  at 
the  discretion  and  capricious  will  and 
pleasure  of  one  man  ;  that  the  petitioner, 
^hus  deprived  of  his  birth-right,  and  strip- 

Jed  of  nis  property  .and  privile^eb  as  a 
Iritisb  subject,    appealed  to   lieutenant 
governor  Ainslie,  his  majesty's  represen*- 
jtative  in  that  island,  for  justice,  protec- 
jtion,  and  support,  but  this  he  was  pleased 
peremptorily  to  refuse,  unless  as  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  informed  the  petitioner, 
lord  Bathurst,  to  whom  he  had  referred 
the  petitioner's  complaint,  should  deter- 
inine  that  the  petitioner  might  be  per- 
snitj^d  ^o  enjoy  and  receive  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws  of  his  country;   and  the 
petitioner  Jiumbly  and  respectfully  im- 
plores tha,t  the  House  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  that  ao  early  inquiry  be  made,  and 
restore  and  secure  to  him  those  rights,  of 
which  he  has  beei^  sd  unjustly  deprived, 
and  grant  to  him  such  further  relief  in 
the  premises,  as  to  the  wisdom  and  justice 
fi£  the  House  shall  seem  meet** 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablei  a^d  to  be 
printed. 

Paince  Regent's  Message  respect- 
ing THE  Marriages  of  the  Royal 
Dukes.]  The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Prince  Regent's  Message  was 
brought  up.  On  the  motion  for  the 
aecond  reading  of  the  Resolution  for 
an  additional  grant  of  6,000/.  a  year 
to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Lambton 
said,  he  had  intended  to  make  some 
observations  on  the  subiect  of  the  grants 
to  the  Royal  Dukes,  but  he  would  not 
press  them  on  the  House.  The  reso- 
lution was  then  agreed  to. 

Earl  Gawer  said,  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  would  give  satisfaction  to 
die  House  to  know,  that  her  royal  high- 


ness the  duchess  of  Cumberland  had  de« 
termined  to  accept  the  provision  which 
the  House  had  been  pleased  to  make  for 
her.  The  first  impression  on  the  mind 
of  her  royal  highness  was,  that  although  it 
was  impossible  for  her  not  to  feel  a  grate- 
ful sense  of  the  kindness  of  the  House, 
yet  from  delicacy  she  ought  not  to  accept 
of  the  provision,  lest,  by  concurring  in  any 
measure  of  that  nature,  she  might  appear 
to  be  separating  her  own  interests  from 
those  of  her  royal  consort.  But  as  it  was 
the  anxious  desire  of  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  that,  whatever 
might  happen  to  him,  her  royal  highness 
should  be  amply  provided  for,  she  had 
made  to  the  wish  of  the  duke  a  sacrifice 
of  that  feeling  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
Her  royal  highness,  while  she  bad  the 
highest  sense  of  the  kindness  of  the  House, 
hoped  and  trusted  that  she  might  never 
become  a  burthen  on  a  people  bv  whom 
she  had  been  treated  with  so  much  gene- 
rosity. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  had  to  con- 
firm the  explanation  just  given  of  the 
views  of  her  royal  highness  the  duchess 
of  Cumberland  on  the   subject    of   the 
dower  provided  for  her  by  that  House. 
Her  royal  highness  had  explained  to  him 
that  she  yielded  her  repugnance  to  being 
considered  as  in  any  degree  a  burthen  oa 
the  people  of  this  country,  to  the  earnest 
entreaties,  he  might  say  injunctions,  of 
her  roval  husband  on  this  occasion.    And 
he  had  farther  to  say,  that  if  the  vote  had 
been  one  of  direct,  instead  of  eventual, 
advantage  to  her  royal  highness,  (and  sub- 
ject to  a  change  of  situation  which  she 
earnestly  hoped  might    never  occur,   it 
would  have  oeen  impossible  to  have  in- 
duced her  to  overlook  the  view  which  she 
at  first  took  of  this  subject,  or  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  she  now  did  of  receiving, 
with  grateful  kindness,  the  provision  made 
for  her  by  parliament,  in  the  event  of  her 
surviving  her  royal  husband. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Wynn  suggested,  that  according  ta 
the  ancient  practice  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
it  would   be    proper    that  these  grants 
should  be  charged  on  the  hereditary  reve- 
nue of  the  Crown,  instead  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  as  was  intended. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  a  proper  ar- 
rangement would  be  made  on  that  point, 
though  at  first  a  difficulty  arose,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  number  of  srants  that  had 
been  made  chargeable  on  the  consolidated 
fund* 
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Cotton  Factories  Bill.]  Lord 
Stanley  presented  a  Petition  from  certain 
indivioualt  in  Manchester,  complaining 
that  they  had  been  maliciously  attacked 
in  a  pamphlet  which  had  been  published 
on  the  subject  of  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren in  cotton  factories,  and  which 
pamphlet  was  also  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  views  of  those  who  opposed  it.  The 
petitioners  prayed  that  the  House  would 
not  proceed  farther  with  the  bill  until  the 
petitioners  bad  time  to  adduce  evidence 
m  disproof  of  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  pamphlet  alluded  to.  The  noble  lord 
trusted  tliat  the  hon.  baronet  would  post- 
pone the  farther  progress  of  the  bill,  in 
order  that  this  time  might  be  afforded  to 
the  petitioners.  He  hoped  he  would  con- 
sent to  the  bill  being  sent  to  a  committee 
up  stairs  to  examine  the  matters  alleged 
on  both  sides* 

Sir  22.  Peel  obserred,  that  the  petition 
had,  in  strictness,  nothing  to  do  with  the 
bill.  The  pamphlet  only  contained  the 
opinions  of  certain  medical  men,  upon  the 
effect  which  the  present  system  of  employ- 
ment was  likely  to  produce. 

Mr.  Curtoen  conceived  that  the  petition 
before  the  House  was  connected  with  the 
bill,  as  the  pamphlet  to  which  it  alluded 
had  raised  a  strong  prejudice  against  those 
who  opposed  the  bill.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  let  the  bill  go  to  a 
committee  up  stairs,  and  there  let  medical 
men  be  examined  as  to  what  would  be  die 
best  means  of  securing  the  health  of  the 
children  employed.  He  conceived  that 
legislative  enactments  would  not  be  the 
best  means  of  securing  the  object  which 
the  bill  had  in  view.  The  notice  which 
had  been  taken  in  the  House  of  the  pre- 
sent system,  would  be  sufficient  to  remedy 
any  evil  which  had  existed,  without  pro- 
ceeding any  farther. 

Sir  J.  Nenport  observed,  that  if  the 
system  of  thus  debating  bills  before  they 
came  regularly  to  be  discussed  by  the 
House  were  continued,  ft  would  lead  to 
mudh  inconvenience.  The  bill  to  which 
such  allusion  had  been  made  stood  as  an 
order  of  the  day,  and  he  submitted  that 
any  discussion  on  the  subject  of  it  ousht 
to  be  reserved  until  it  was  regularly  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Brougham  did  not  mean  to  enter 
into  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely 
wished  to  observe,  that  if  the  system  of 
delaying  the  progress  of  a  bill  before  the 
House  until  time  was  given  to  answer  a 
pamphlet  written  against  it,  there  would 


be  no  carrying  any  measure  through  the 
House.  The  same  thing  was  attempted 
to  be  practised  in  18(H,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
was  bringing  forward  the  Slave  trade  bill, 
but  he  strongly  objected  to  the  principle 
which  would  be  laid  down  by  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. 

Lord  Lascelies  said,  he  happened  to 
know  that  this  bill  proceeded  out  of  that 
evidence  which  had  been  clandestinely 
circulated.  The  evidence  taken  in  1816 
had  lain  dormant  till  other  evidence  was 
circulated  among  members.  If  this  sys- 
tem was  to  be  permitted,  of  coUectmg 
clandestine  information  for  the  purpose  of 
circulation,  neither  character  nor  property 
in  the  country  would  be  safe.  He  could 
see  no  impropriety  in  sending  the  bill  to 
a  committee  up  stairs. 

Mr.  W.  Smtth  did  not  know  one  member 
who  had  been  operated  on  by  any  other 
evidence  than  that  taken  in  the  committee. 
He  would  forego  every  particle  of  evi* 
dence  that  was  not  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  contend  that  there  was  more 
than  enough  to  satisfy  every  member  of 
the  necessity  for  this  bill,  with  respect 
to  the  persons  accused  of  setting  up  sur- 
reptitious evidence,  it  ought  to  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  they  could  not  have  any  in- 
terested motives,  and  that  those  whom 
they  opposed  were  interested  in  their  pro- 
ceedings from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  Phiiipi  contended,  that  it  was  in- 
decent for  a  publication,  containing  such 
accusations,  to  be  drawn  up  and  then  cir- 
culated only  among  certain  members,  for 
a  particular  object,  while  it  m  grossly 
attacked  ii^dividuals.  The  Manchester 
gentlemen  who  had  signed  this  petition 
could  not  at  first  get  a  sight  of  the  pam- 
phlet ;  they  applied  in  vain  to  the  printer 
at  Manchester  for  a  copy  of  it,  on  the 
14th  of  April.  The  persons  who  had 
been  accused  were  the  parties  who  had 
been  precluded  from  seeing  the  pamphlet. 
The  petitioners  begged  that  the  House 
would  take  sufficient  time  to  examine  into 
the  real  state  of  the  manufactories,  before 
they  consented  to  pass  the  bill—that  they 
would  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
all  the  facUf  and  not  proceed  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  RohifuoH  expressed  his  wuh  that 
gentlemen  would  s^ee  to  postpone  the 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bul  at  pre- 
sent The  petition  had  given  rise  to  a 
warmth  of  debate,  which,  however  natural 
it  might  be,  was  not  ftvounble  to  calm 
deliberation. 

The  petition  wai  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
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table,  and  to  be  printed.  The  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  to  re- 
consider the  cotton  factories  bill.  On 
the  clause  for  limiting  the  hours  of  labour 
for  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
to  twelve  hours  and  a  half,  including  an 
hour  and  a  half  for  meals. 

Mr.  WUberforce  stated  his  objection  to 
the  proposed  classification  of  children, 
and  the  allotment  of  hours  of  labour  as 
appropriate  to  those  classes  which  had 
been  introduced  in  the  bill.  It  had  res- 
tricted children  between  the  age  of  nine 
and  sixteen  years,  to  certain  hours  of 
labour.  Now  it  was  cruel  to  imagine 
that  children  of  nine  years  of  age  were 
able  to  sustain  labour  as  long  as  those  of 
fourteen  or  sixteen  years.  He  should 
therefore  propose,  that  there  should  be 
two  classes,  one  contaim'ng  those  from 
nine  to  twelve,  the  other  those  from  twelve 
to  sixteen. 

Sir  R*  Peel  said,  be  had,  as  a  person 
tolerably  wqll  acquainted  with  the  nature 
and  interests  of  the  cotton  factories,  pre- 
pared the  bill  in  such  a  way  as  was  most 
likely  to  give  free  scope  to  the  operation 
of  the  remedial  part  of  the  act,  without 
trespassing  very  materially  on  ^the  con- 
venience of  the  proprietors  of  ,those  con- 
cerns in  which  such  considerable  proper- 
ties were  necessarily  embarked.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  sec  the  expedi- 
ency of  reconciling  the  relief  of  the  la- 
bouring class  to  the  intere;sts  of  the  pro- 
prietor, and  suffer  the  bill  to  proceed 
through  the  present  stage,  that  the  report 
might  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Philips  said,  that  be  had,  by  a 
misconception  of  the  course  o^  proceed- 
ing, abstained  from  discussing  the  prin- 
ciple 00  the  previous  stage  of  the  bill. 
To  that  principle  he  objected,  but  if  it 
was  sanctioned  by  the  House,  he  sl;iould 
propose  amendments  which  would  render 
the  details  less  objectionable.  But  till 
that  principle  was  sanctioned,  he  would 
not  bring  forward  those  amendments,  and 
should  therefore  reserve  himself' for  the 
discussion  on  the  report. 

Lord  Ltucdtes  said,  he  believed  the 
lime  for  considering  the  principle  of  the 
bill  was  pa^^d.  It  had  been  expected 
that  he  was  to  oppose  it,  and  be  certainly 
thought  it  due  .to  hi^lself  to  state,  that  he 
had  not  4one  what  he  should  lia,ve  done. 
With  r^ard  to  the  bill  it^alfy  he  did 
not  consider  it  at  all  as  it  respected  the 
interest  of  the  spinners.  The  m(»t  .pi;9- 
per  /no^e^  in  bis  opv(uoD|  for  4;99iing 
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fairiy  te  a  conclusion  on  the  bill,   would 
be  to  give  an  opportunity  for  those  parties 
to  be  heard  who  had  statements  to  make 
on  the  subject.    He  did  expect  that  that 
would  be  done,   for  he  thought  it  only 
justice  to  all  concerned.      Every  parent 
was  the  natural  guardian  of  his  child.    It 
was  too  much,    perhaps,    to   take  that 
guardianship  out  of  the  parent's  hands, 
by  the  interference  of  that  House.    If  a 
parent  derived  assistance  to  the  amount 
of  8s.  a  week  from  his  child's  labour,  it 
mi^ht  seem  cruel  an  Unjust  to  deprive  him 
of  It.    This  interference  with  free  labour 
appeared  to  hini  the  most  objectionid)l(e 
circumstance  connected  with  the  measure ; 
but  his  real  wish  was,  that  the  parties  ac- 
cused should  have  an  opportunity  of  jus- 
tifying themselves. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  sorry  that  the  mo- 
tion made  by  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
had  dropped!,  because  there  had  yet  been 
no  discussion  on  the  principle  of  this  bill, 
although  such  a  discussion  was  essential 
to  the  right  understanding  of  the  measure. 
He  knew  not,  in  the  present  shape  of  the 
question,  how  to  come  to  any  decision. 
Many  gentlemen  had  left  the  House  with 
an  understanding  that  no  discussion  was 
to  take  place  on  the  several  clauses  of  the 
bill.  If  the  discussion  did  not  take  place 
on  the  clause  now  read,  which  in  fact  in- 
volved the  whole  principle  of  the  bill,  he 
would  move  that  the  chairman  do  leave 
the  chair. 

Mr.  H^i^nn  said,  that  if  the  chairman 
were  now  to  leave  the  chair,  it  would  put 
an  end  to  the  bill  altogether;  but  if  he 
were  to  report  progress,  and  to  ask  leave 
to  sit  again,  it  would  afford  an  opportu- 
nity of  discussing  the  principle  of  the  bill 
afterwards,  on  the  question  that  the 
speaker  do  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Robinson  by  no  means  wished  to 
put  an  end  to  the  bill,  and  therefore  he 
adopted  the  amendment  that  the  chairman 
repoi:t  progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
Mr.  Pea  was  unwilling  to  accede  to  the 
proposed  delay,  and  principally  because 
the  bill,  being  of  a  popular  nature  and 
a&cting  the  labouring  classes,  excited 
much  interest  out  of  doors.  It  was  not 
desirable  to  protract  a  measure  of  such  a 
description  for  many  reasons,  and  chiefly 
becaujie,  in  the  present  instance,  a  false 
idea  might  be  entertained  of  the  cause  of 
d^y.  xhe  dnections  to  the  bill  were 
limitCMl  to  the  clause  now  read;  for  the 
oDJ^tions  to  odiierdauses had  been  with- 
drawn*   Apj  discussiqa  upon  the  prih- 
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ciple  ndfht,  therefore,  take  place  now  on 
the  reading  of  that  dause.  AH  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  left  the  House  might  be 
presumed  to  be  favourable  to  the  biU. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  said,  that  as  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  he  had  no  objection  to 
any  arrangement  which  would  ensure  a 
fuil  discttssiony  without  compromising  the 
object  of  the  bill  itself.  But  it  appeared 
to  him  that  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  in  reality,  there  was  none.  On 
the  ground  of  principle,  it  was  as  much  an 
interference  with  parental  authority  to  say 
children  should  not  work  under  five  as  to 
say  they  should  not  work  under  nine  years 
of  age,  yet  to  some  regulation  on  this  sub- 
ject no  one  objected.  He  could  not  see 
any  reason  why  the  bill  should  not  go 
Uirough  a  committee ;  but  if  the  opposers 
of  the  bill  thought  they  thus  lost  any  ad- 
vantage, he  had  no  objection  to  take  the 
discussion  on  another  stage. 

Sir  t/.  Newport  did  not  see  that  any  op- 
portuni^  was  lost  for  discussing  the  prin- 
ciple. Nothing  was  foregone  yet  in  that 
respect.  Much  injury  would  necessarily 
arise  from  delaying  the  measure.  The 
subject  had  been  long  before  the  House, 
and  had  produced  no  small  degree  of 
agitation  throughout  the  country.  He 
was,  therefore,  anxious  that  they  should 
DOW  proceed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  Blackbume  hoped  the  supporters  of 
the  bill  would  not,  in  so  thin  a  House, 
show  an  unbecoming  anxiety  to  proceed 
to  a  hasty  conclusion  upon  a  question 
affecting  »o  great  a  proportion  of  pro- 
perty, and  so  wide  a  range  of  interests,  in 
the  countv  of  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Huskisson  resetted  that  a  bill  of 
so  much  importance  iiad  been  allowed  to 
pass  thus  far  without  discussion.  The 
objection  to  the  principle  must  be  first 
disposed  of,  and  if  that  objection  were 
unsuccessful,  then,  it  would  be  of  import- 
ance to  alter  th^  biU  in  a  committee,  in 
order  to  make  it  more  acceptable  to  those 
interested  in  it.  It  seemed,  therefore, 
necessary  to  have  the  bill  re*committed. 
He  lamented  the  delay,  because  the  bill 
ought  to  be  disposed  of  as  soon  as  possible. 

Lord  Slatdey  said,  he  was  no  party  to 
the  delay  of  the  discussion  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  He  had  understooa  the 
oammitment  to  be  only  mro  forma.  His 
sole  view  had  been  to  refer  the  subject  to 
a  committee  up  stairs.  Much  alteration 
was  required  in  the  bill.  The  limitation 
of  hours  he  considered  to  be  extremely 
improper  and  injurious. 


Mr.  Ved  said,  that  there  could  be 
nothing  more  futile  than  these  discussions 
on  the  course  of  proceeding.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  some  amendments  to  pro- 
pose, by  which  he  conceived  the  bill  would 
be  improved.     Why  could  he  not  now 

Eropose  those  amendments,  reserving  to 
imself  the  right  of  opposing  the  principle 
hereafter  ? 

Mr.  Philips  did  not  think  it  would  be 
consistent  with  the  course  of  proceeding 
to  state  at  present  the  nature  ofnis  amend- 
ments. He  objected  to  the  bill  altogether. 
He  was  convinced  it  would  do  mudi  more 
harm  than  good.  This  was  his  firm  and 
deliberate  conviction.  He  had  given  his 
attention  to  the  subject  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  he  felt  satisfied  that  parlia- 
mentary interference  in  such  a  business 
would  be  productive  only  of  mischief. 
He  would,  therefore,  propose  no  modifica- 
tions until  he  saw  how  the  House  were 
disposed  towards  the  principle  of  the 
measure. 

Sir  T.  Acland  did  not  think  there  would 
be  any  inconsistency  or  absurdity  in  the 
hon.  gentleman's  stating  to  the  House 
what  the  nature  of  those  modifications 
were  which  he  was  desirous  to  propose. 
It  would  enable  them  to  form  a  better 
judgment  upon  a  subject  which  had  not 
yet  been  discussed  in  a  regular  manner, 
though  numerous  speeches  had  been  made 
upon  it  upon  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

Mr.  Canning  said  that,  besides  the 
friends  of  the  bill  and  the  opposers  of  the 
bill,  there  was  another  class  in  the  House, 
and  he  was  one  of  them,  who  were  very 
desirous  indeed  to  hear  a  discussion  ojf 
this  subject.  He  had  hitherto  heard 
nothing  respecting  this  bill.  This  was 
not  from  inattention,  but  from  aversion  to 
discussions  that  arose  on  the  presenting  of 
petitions,  a  practice  on  which  the  hon. 
baronet  had  justly  animadverted.  Dis- 
cussion consisted  of  argument,  and  of  the 
warmth  excited  by  argument.  The  dis- 
cussions on  petitions  contained  all  the 
warmth,  and  had  no  argument.  If  ever 
he  came  to  the  House  without  prejudice 
respecting  any  subject,  it  was  witn  respect 
to  this  subject  The  only  prejudice  he 
felt  was,  the  conviction  resulting  from  all 
speculations  on  political  economy,  in 
favour  of  non-interference  in  contracts 
between  man  and  man.  But  that  degree, 
not  of  prejudice,  butof  disindmation,  was, 
by  mere  examination,  he  would  not  say 
changed,  but  become  the  ground  of  much 
desire  to  hear  discussion  upon  the  subject. 
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Bat  the  more  he  considered  it,  the  more 
disposed  was  he  for  the  discussion,  and 
the  more  he  expected  a  full  discussion  on 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  before  it  should 
go  through  a  committee,  by  those  whose 
information  and  experience  enabled  them 
to  understand  all  the  parts  of  the  question. 
He  thought  it  improper  to  make  amend- 
ments before  the  discussion  of  the  prin* 
ciple,  because  they  would  be  maae  at 
random,  and  without  a  fixed  object.  The 
subject  was  itself  of  a  very  delicate  and 
•complicated  nature,  and  its  consequences 
deserved  much  consideration.  .  He  did 
sot  say  any  thing  decisive  on  the  ques- 
tion; but  It  certainly  ought  to  be  exa- 
mined with  great  caution  and  coolness. 
The  bill  had,  somehow  or  other,  slipped 
from  under  them,  without  the  necessary 
discussion,  and  it  must  therefore  be 
brought  back  again  to  them. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  re-committed 
on  Monday. 


Irish  Miscellaneous  Estimates — 
Protestant  Charter  Schools.]  The 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  to  which  the  Irish  Mis- 
cellaneous Estimates  were  referred, 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  that  in  submitting 
the  Estimates  for  the  Irish  Miscellaneous 
Service,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  details  with  regard  to  the 
various  items  of  which  they  were  com- 

Eosed.  If  any  difference  of  opinion  should 
e  indicated  upon  any  particular  point,  he 
should  be  willing  to  postpone  for  the  pre- 
sent the  grant  to  which  it  referred.  It 
was  not  his  intention  to  propose  any  but 
the  ordinary  votes,  ana  of  these  there 
was  but  one  case  in  which  any  addition 
was  made.  He  had  stated  last  year,  that 
there  was  a  reduction  in  the  aggregate 
expenditure  under  this  head  of  the  public 
service,  as  compared  with  former  years, 
of  I23fi00l.f  and  he  had  now  to  state  that 
a  farther  decrease  had  been  effected  to  the 
amount  of  10,000/.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  move  for  any  additional  sum  to  the 
charitable  institutions  in  Ireland,  because 
he  had  seen  reason  to  entertain  consi- 
derable doubts  of  their  policy  and  utility. 
He  feared  that,  whilst  they  collected  in  a 
particular  spot  a  great  mass  of  wretched- 
ness, they  had  not  the  means  of  extending 
relief  to  the  increased  number  of  appli- 
cants who  crowded  to  them  under  the 
false  impression  that  there  relief  was  cer- 
tainly to  be  found.  It  would  be  seen  that 
upon  some  particular  items  a  diminution 


had  taken  place,  whilst  a  yery  smdl  com- 
parative addition  had  been  made.  He 
should  now  conclude  by  moving  his  first 
resolution,  **  That  a  turn  not  exceeding 
38,331/.  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  supporting  tlie 
Trotestant  Charter  Schools  of  Ireland, 
for  one  year,  ending  the  5th  of  January 
1819." 

Sir  J.  Netoport  animadverted  upon  the 
amount  of  this  sum,  for  the  education  of 
only  2,430  children.  Such  a  sum,  well 
applied,  would,  he  was  convinced,  serve 
to  educate  a  much  greater  number.  But 
of  this  sum,  no  less  than  7,000/.  was  al- 
lowed for  officers  of  the  several  institutions, 
namely,  for  masters,  ushers  and  catechists. 
To  the  grant  for  catechists  he  particularly 
objected ;  because  he  thought,  where  the 
clergy  of  the  established  church  had,  in 
many  instances,  so  little  to  do,  the  parish 
rectors  should  act  as  catechists  at  those 
schools.  He  was  free  to  confess,  that  the 
system  upon  which  those  schools  were 
conductea  had  undergone  considerable 
improvements,  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
cussions which  had  taken  place  upon  the 
subject  since  the  Union ;  and  among  tliese 
improvements  was  the  removal  of  the  ab- 
surd regulation  which  excluded  all  the 
children  of  Protestants.  But  still  farther 
iqnprovcments  was  necessary;'  and  he 
threw  out  tliose  observations,  not  with 
any  view  to  hostile  opposition,  but  in  the 
hope  of  extracting  observations  from 
others,  and  of  directing  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  subject. 

Sir  George  Hill  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  that  the  Charter  Schools  in 
Ireland  could  be  made  subservient  to  a 
much  more  extensive  system  of  education 
than  they  had  been.  This  had  been  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  commissioned  to  in- 
quire into  the  national  education  there. 
A  very  minute  exammation  had  been 
made  last  year  into  this  particular  branch 
of  it,  and  with  such  useful  results,  that  it 
was  intended  to  be  resumed  next  summer. 
Catholic  children  were  no  longer  excluded 
from  these  seminaries ;  they  were  open  to 
the  children  of  persons  of  all  religious 
persuasions :  That  a  much  larger  number 
could  be  educated  in  those  institutions  he 
was  certain.  There  were  thirty-six  of 
them  in  all,  and,  under  proper  manage- 
ment, they  would  form  a  cheap  mode  of 
education  for  the  lower  orders.  The 
system  had  been  so  long  established^  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  abandon  it.  As 
they  were  already  established  in  every 
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part  of  Ireland,  he  thought  ft  better  to 
take  advantage  of  them.  The  right  hbn. 
baronet  had  complained  of  7}4<20if.  being 
appropriated  to  catechists,  observing,  that 
tne  duty  might  be  done  by  the  mcum- 
benta  of  the  next  parishes.  He  had  to 
state,  that  that  sum  was  not  received  by 
the  latter,  but  by  the  curates,  who  devoted 
their  care  and  attention  to  the  progress  in 
learning,  the  morals  and  habits  of  the 
children,  and  on  whose  exertions  de- 
pended all  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
the  establishments.  He  was  glad,  bow- 
ever,  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  because  they  would  tend  to  ex- 
cite the  attention  and  diligence  of  the 
Irish  gentlemen  to  the  subject. 

Sir  J.  Netvpart  would  repeat,  that  to 
establish  thh-ty-six  schools  for  the  educa- 
tion of  2,430  children,  and  to  pay  7,420/. 
for  the  superintendence 'of  it,  was  out  of 
measure  extravagant. 

Mr.  Feel  observed,  that  the  children  in 
those  establishments  were  not  only  edu- 
cated, but  maintained  and  clothed. 

Mr.  Gratian  said,  that  these  charter 
schools,  in  their  original  construction  were 
bad.  The  system  was,  however,  under  the 
Tigilance  of  public  opinion,    much  im- 

f roved.  If  tne  question  was,  whether 
Votestant  schools  under  a  principle  of 
proselytism  ought  to  be  supported  by  par- 
liament, he  should  object  to  it ;  but  as  the 
present  was  an  old  grant,  improving  in  its 
operation,  and  capable,  by  being  watched, 
of  being  rendered  more  beneficial,  he 
should  not  oppose  it. 

The  seyeral  resolutions  were  thea 
agreed  to. 
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Monday^  April  20. 

Stats  of  thb  Metallic  and  Paper 
Currency.]  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
iiaid,  that  in  rising  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country, 
he  was  aware  that  he  was  entering  on  a 
subject  with  very  few  attractions.  He 
certainly  did  not  proceed  to  the  task  he 
had  undertaken  without  a  sense  of  the 
difficulties  which  stood  in  his  way,  in  call- 
ing upon  their  lordships  to  consider  Chts 
question,  as  it  was  a  subject  to  which 
inany  of  their  lordships  had  probably  paid 
no  particular  attention,  and  on  which  they 
mi^ht,  therefore,  suppose  he  could  not 
easily  make  himselr  understood;  and 
because  it  was  also  a  subjfect«  with  respect 
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to  which  others  of  their  lordships,  having 
been  disappointed  in  the  results  they  ex- 
pected, might  think  no  accurate  conclu'' 
sion  could  be  drawn  ;  though,  in  fkct,  he 
could  assert,  that  there  was  no  questidn 
on  which  more  certainty  could  be  obtained. 
There  was  another  difficulty  arising  froin 
the  nature  of  the  subject  itself,  and  which 
consisted  in  the  propriety  of  entering  info 
some  minute  details,  with  'the  view  to  a 
full  explanation.    On  the  other  ban  j,  be 
was  aware  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
command  attention  to  a  speech  founded 
chiefly  on  a  dry  detail  of  figures.    Wh^n 
a  much  younger  man  than  he  now  was,  he 
recollected  that  the  father  of  a  noble  lord 
who  sat  near  him  Tthe  marquis  of  Lans- 
downe)  had  advised  nim  always  to  avoid,  tA 
far  as  possible,  resorting  to  figures  when 
he  addressed  a  public  assembly ;  and  his 
own  experience  had  since  convinced  him 
of  the  propriety  of  this  advice.    Tt  would, 
therefore,  be  his  study  to  engage  their 
lordships'  attention  as  little  as  possible  m 
details  of  that  sort.    If  he  should  fail  in 
making  any  part  of  the  subject  sufficiently 
clear,   he  was  confident  that  his  noble 
friends  who  might  follow  him  would  amply 
supply  the  deficiency.    When    he    nrst 
gave  notice  of  the  motion  he  wds  now 
about  to  submit  to  their  lordships,  it  was 
his  intention  to  have  entered  at  consider- 
able length  into  the  state  of  the  currency, 
with  the  view  of  demonstrating  the  neces- 
sity of  immediately  resorting  to  cash-pay- 
ments.   In  consequence  of  the  gold  com 
having  disappeared,  he  meant  to  have  in 
particular  recalled  their  lordships'  atten- 
tion to  the  state  of  the  Mint  regulations, 
in  order  to  show,  that  though  the  Bank 
had  reduced  the  quantity  of  their  notes  lb 
circulation  to  the  amount  which  circulated 
before  the  restriction  took  place,  and  that 
though  the  country  banks  had  also  limited 
their  circulation  to  even  a  lower  scale 
than  before  that  period,  still,   under  the 
present  regulations  of  the  Mint,   it  would 
nave  been  impossible  for  the  Bank  to  have 
paid  in  specie.    If  he  could  have  had  any 
dohbt  on  this  subject  before,   he  must 
have  felt  his  opinion  confirmed  'by  the 
proceedings  of  ministers  since  notice  of 
tiis  motion  had  been  given.    He  alluded 
to  the  declared  intention  of  renewing  the 
Bank  Restriction  act,  and  the  scheme  for 
making  country  bankers  deposit  stock  or 
exchequer-bills  for  the  notes  they  might 
issue  under  the  value  of  5/. 

With  the  knowledge  of  these  proceed* 
ngs  before  Ihe  bouse,  it  would  be  xrn* 
(N) 
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possible  for  their  lordships,  if  they  did  not 
mean  to  desert  their  duty  to  the  publici 
to  refrain  from  inquiring  into  the  impor- 
tant subject,  he  now  wished  to  bring  im- 
mediately under  their  consideration.    In 
doing  this  he  should  find  it  necessary,  in 
the  nrst  place,  to  consider  how  far  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Bank  Restriction  act 
should  be*  renewed  and    continued   for 
another  year.    He  was  prepared  to^show 
that  the  reasons  which  had  been  assigned 
for  its  renewal  were  unfounded ;  that  the 
Bank  might  have  returned  to  payments  in 
specie,  were  it  not  for   the   departure 
which  had  been  made  from  that  ancient 
system  on  which  the  superiority  of  this 
country  with  respect  to    currency  was 
formerly  founded;  and  that  though  the 
Bank  had  taken  every  step  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  necessary,  it  would 
have  been  perfectly  impossible,  imder  the 
present  Mint  regulations,  to  resume  cash- 
payments.    Widi  regard  to  the  reasons 
assigned  for  continuing  the  restriction,  he 
was  never  more  surprised  than  when  he 
heard  foreign  loans  stated  as  the  principal, 
or  indeed  almost  the  sole  reason,  coupled 
with  the  assertion  that  there  was  notning 
In  the  internal  situation  of  the  country 
that  rendered  the  measure  necessary.  He 
should,  however,  show  that  this  was  a 
mere  pretext,  and  that  the  only  reason 
WHS,  the  internal  situation  of  the  country, 
created  as  it  was  by  the  measures   of 
ministers.    But  here  he  could  not  help 
asking  their  lordships  to  consider  in  what 
situation  this  country  was  placed  when 
this  great  question — one  of  the  roost  im- 
portant which  a  legislature  could  be  called 
upon .  to  decide— was  no  longer  to  be  left 
to  the  judgment  of  parliament,  but  was 
made  to  depend  upon  the    caprice    of 
foreign  powers  ?    Was  it  to  be  henceforth 
a  maxim,  that  when  the  emperor  of  Austria, 
the  kin^  of  Prussia,    or  the  legislative 
assemblies  of  France  chose  to  undertake 
certain  financial  operations,  the  Bank  of 
England  must  suspend  payments  in  cash  ? 
Were  this  to  be  maintained,  there  would 
be  an  end  of  the  power  of  the  British 
parliament  with  respect  to  one  of  the 
most  important  objects  of  legislation,  and 
no  hope  could  be  entertained  of  the  res- 
toration of  that  solid  system  of  currency 
on  which  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  the 
British  empire  had  been  founded,    fortu- 
nately, however,  the  propositioiv  could 
not  be  maintained,  for  it  had  no  founda- 
tion in  truth.  In  the  first  place,  he  denied 
the  fact  that  foreign  loans  ^ver  had  or 


could  hav^  the  effect  which  had  been  at- 
tributed to  them.    He  knew  endeavours 
had  been  made  to  support  the  opinion  be 
opposed,  by  reference  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  Bank  directors,  with  res- 
pect to  a  proposed  loan,    in   1797»   of 
3,000,000/.  to  the   Emperor.    They  ex- 
pressed an  apprehension  of  injurious  con- 
sequences if  that  loan  was  negotiated ;  but 
would  the  noble  lord  opposite  venture  to 
say  that  any  loan  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  Bank  restriction  ?     To  be  satisfied  on 
this  point,  theur  lordships  had  only  to  look 
at  the  evidence  taken  before  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  facts. 
They  would  find  from  the  examination  of 
the  J3ank  directors,  that  the  gold  trans- 
mitted to  Austria,  in  consequence  of  the 
loan  of  1795,  did  not  exceed  5O0,O0OL 
Indeed,  if  their  lordships  took  the  trouble 
of  examining  the  state  of  the  exchange! 
at  that  time,  they  would  find  that  it  was 
perfectly  impossible  that  gold  could  have 
been  sent  to   Hamburgh    without   loss. 
This  was  clear  from  the  evidence  of  M(« 
Boyd.    It  could  not  be  sent  out  without 
loss,  when  the  exchsnge  was  at  34  par. 
It  might  be  sent  at  2}  usance,  ^vith  thd 
exchange  at  33.6 ;  because  then,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  interest,  there  would  be  a 
profit  on  the  transaction ;  but  an  exami- 
nation of  the  tables  would  show  that  this 
favourable  case  for  its  exportation  did  not 
occur.  Indeed,  a  report  which  was  drawn 
up,  he  believed,  by  the  father  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  pro?ed,   that  during  tha 
two  years  in  which  the  imperial  loans  had 
been  negotiated,  and  large  subsi4ies  were 
paid,  the  remittances  had  not  been  made 
in  cash,  but  in  goods.    It  appeared  that 
in  those  years  the  exports  to  Germany 
amounted  to  8,000,000^,  though  usually 
they  did  not  exceed  1,900,000^.    It  ap- 
peared also,  that  these  exports  equalled  all 
those  that  were  in  the  same  time  ml^de  to 
France,  Flanders,  and  Holland. 

Thus  it  was  evident,  that  if  their  lord- 
ships considered  what  had  been  the  efect 
of  the  loans  and  subsidies  of  1794  and 
1795,  they  would  find  that  the  remittances 
had  been  made  almost  entirely  in  goods* 
and  not  in  bullion.  Was  it  possible,  then, 
that  the  noble  earl  opposite  could  allege 
the  loans  now  negotiatmg  to  be  a  reason 
for  continuing  the  restriction,  on  the 
ground  that  it  had  been  originslly  caused 
by  the  imperial  loan  i  Nothing  was  more 
evident  than  that  that  loan  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  measure.  But  if  their  lord- 
wished  to  know  what  (Ad  been  tb^ 
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real  cause  of  the  refltnction,  they  had 
odIt  to  look  at  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Giles 
aoa  Mr.  Bosanquet.  These  gentlemen 
distinctly  stated*  that  if  all  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  to  government  had 
been  repaid,  there  would  have  been  no 
occasion  whatever  to  have  resorted  to 
that  measure.  Were  their  lordships,  then 
to  believe  that  the  cause  was  a  different 
one  from  that  which  the  Bank  directors 
at  the  time,  who  were  acquainted  with  ail 
the  circumstances,  declared  it  to  be. 
They  certably  were  best  acquainted  with 
the  real  cause.  In  1797,  the  Bank  direc- 
tion  appeared  to  have  imagined  that  the 
Restriction  act  would  be  allowed  to  expire, 
and  that  they  would  have  to  return  on  the 
following  year  to  payments  in  specie. 
The  Directors  did  not  then  affect  to  make 
their  operations  depend  upon  foreign 
loans,  but  made  proper  arrangements  for 
the  event  they  expected.  'Hiere  was  a 
meeting  at  the  Bank  in  October,  in  which 
the  state  of  the  advances  to  government 
was  taken  into  consideration.  The  ad* 
▼ances  to  government  had  amounted  to 
11,280,000^,  but  they  were  then  found  to 
be  reduced  to  4,278,000/. ;  so  that  the 
Bank,  in  the  expectation  of  being  obliged 
to  pay  their  notes  in  cash,  had  coropeUed 
government,  so  early  as  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1797,  to  pay  up  about  seven  mil- 
lions. Thus,  then,  there  was  the  most 
fbll  and  convincing  evidence,  that  the 
state  of  the  advances  made  by  the  Bank  to 
government  in  1797,  was  the  only  obstacle 
to  their  continuing  payments  in  cash. 

Having  said  this  much,  he  might  safely 
stop  here,  and  ask  their  lordships  to  reject 
any  argument  for  the  continuation  of  the 
restriction  founded  on  foreign  loans ;  but 
he  wished  to  state  some  considerations 
which  would  render  the  matter  still  more 
convincing.  And  here  he  would  venture 
to  state  as  an  indisputable  proposition, 
that  that  man  must  be  ignorant  to  a  degree 
wbicfa  would  be  dis|praceful  who  believed 
it  possible  that  this  country  would  be 
drained  of  its  specie  if  the  Bank  paid  its 
notes,  though  all  the  powers  in  Europe 
were  making  loans,  and  aH  these  loans 
were  ne§^otiated  in  England.  He  bad 
Jtated  this  preposition  in  die  broadest 
manner,  and  notning  was  ever  more  capa- 
ble of  proof.  It  was  not  in  gold  alone 
that  remittances  were  made  by  one  country 
to  another.  In  erery  well  regulated  com- 
mercial country  it  was  fit  that  there 
should  be  a  cireulation,  consisting  both  of 
and  of  specie ;  but  the  paper  alirays 


payable  on  demand,  and  the  coinage  estd- 
blished  on  just  principles.  "When  a  great 
trading  country  stood  in  this  situation 
with  respect  to  its  currency,  it  was  per- 
fectly impossible  that  it  could  be  exhausted 
of  its  specie.  This  was  no  new  opinion  of 
his ;  he  had  published  it  several  years  ago, 
and  it  had  never  yet  been  refuted.  In 
truth,  it  was  very  obvious,  that  there  were 
two  ways  of  making  remittances  from 
one  country  to  another— in  commodities 
or  in  money.  Now,  as  merchants  would 
always  make  remittances  in  the  articles 
which  were  most  advantageous  to  their 
own  interests,  it  followed  that  the  foreign 
loans  which  had  been  so  much  dwelt  on 
could  not  have  sent  any  money  out  of  the 
country,  or  only  to  a  very  small  extent. 
The  security  against  a  country  being 
drained  of  specie  was  complete.  If  the 
merchants  remitted  cash  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, they  would  raise  the  price  of  commo- 
dities, and  they  never  sent  out  gold  whefi 
it  was  their  interest  to  send  goods.  It 
was  true  they  might  glut  the  foreign 
market  witli  goods,  and  thus  cause  a  &- 
preciation  of  value  there ;  but  the  demand 
tor  gold  could  only  be  temporary,  and  it 
was  impossible  the  countiy  could  be  ex- 
hausted of  that  specie,  which  formed  part 
of  its  currency,  if  its  coinage  were  well 
regulated.  It  was  difficult  to  convey  these 
doctrines  in  a  speech,  and  he  would  rather 
state  them  from  print.  Here  his  lordship 
read  a  lon^  extract  from  a  work  which  he 
published  in  the  year  1812,  and  in  which 
the  principles  stated  in  his  speech  were 
enforced.  He  showed  that  gold  would 
never  be  sent  out  of  a  country,  except 
when  there  was  a  want  of  such  commoai- 
ties,  the  exportation  of  which,  joined  to 
the  state  of  the  exchange,  would  afford  a 
profit  to  the  merchant.  Their  lordships 
would  perceive  that  he,  had  full^'  discnssed, 
in  the  year  1812,  the  question  now  at 
issue;  and  the  conclusion  was  evident, 
that  a  country  could  not  be  drained  of  ita 
coin  which  had  commodities  of  its  growth 
and  produce  to  export  Such  a  state  of 
things  could  only  occur  in  consequence  of 
issues  of  paper  raising  the  value  of  the 
gold. 

He  believed  he  had  now  proved,  that 
the  reason  asrigned  for  the  continuance 
of  the  Bank  restriction  was  totally  un- 
founded. The  real  reason  was,  the  ad- 
vances made  by  the  Bank,  and  the  in- 
creased circulation  of  notes.  He  foand» 
firom  the  accounts  laid  before  the  House, 
that  there  had  recwtly  been  an  increase 
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of  2,O00fQOf>L  ID  the  issues  of  the  Bank, 
and  the  discounts  of  the  Bank  could  not 
be  estimated  at  less  than  1,000,000/.   The 

Serage  issues  of  the  Bank  amounted  on 
e  whole  to  29,000,000/.  This  state  of 
things  plainly  showed  that  the  Bank  had 
made  no  progress  towards  diminution  in 
thfeir  issues,  and  that  of  course  payments 
in  specie  could  not  be  expectecL  What 
the  sum  total  of  die  advances  made  by 
the  Bank  to,  government  might  be  he 
could  not  pretend  to  say,  as  the  account 
he  moved  for  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing that  Hum  had  been  refused*  The 
Bai}k  held,  ex(;hequer  bills  and  otJier  go- 
Y^rnnaent  securities,  purchased  in  the 
xn^rlf et,  to  a  great  extent ;  but  all  such 
purchases,  l^e  would  maintain,  were  illegal, 
according  to  the  act  of  William  3rd.  The 
Xioble  earl  opposite  might  seem  surprised 
at  thi«»  but  such  was  the  fact,  and  by  his 
i^fusal  to  gran^  the  information  demanded, 
^nd  the  continuance  of  the  restriction,. he 
screened  the  B^nl^  in  an  illegal  practice. 

Sere  his  lordship  referred  to  the  act  of 
e  5lh  and  6th  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  be  contended  the  Bank  violated  in 
^e  purchase  of  exchequer  bills.  The  act 
provided,  that  treble  the  value  of  any  ad* 
vances  made  by  anticipations  on  lands 
or  revenues  of  the  Crown  should  be 
forfeited.  Every  advance  made  by  the 
Bank»  which  was  not  sanctioned  by 
parliament,  was,  in  consequence  of  this 
act  of  Wiljiam  3rd,  illegal.  In  what  way 
l;his  act  was  appi'eciated  by  the  Bank 
was  evident  by  what  took  place  in  17dS, 
when  a  daui^e  was  smuggled  into  an  act 
of  parliament  which  was  not  known  for 
tiiro  years  afterwards.  It  arose  out  of 
transactions  between  government  and  the 
Bank,  when  in  consequence  of  a  pressure 
at  the  Treasury,  bills  were  sent  from  thence 
to  the  Bank  to  be  paid  by  the  latter  ad- 
vancing money  for  that  purpose.  His 
lordship  read  the  clause,  authorizing  the 
Bank  to  pay  the  description  of  bills  al- 
luded to,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  Wil* 
liam  and  Mary,  but  enacting  that  an  ac* 
jcount  of  these  transactions  should  be  aa- 
nually  rendered   to   parliament.      This 

Elainly  evinced  what  had  been  the  feeling 
oth  of  the  Bank  directors  and  the  minis- 
ters on  the  subject,  and  clearly  showed  that 
the  actin  question  extended  to  loans  on  ex- 
chequer bills;  he  was,  therefore,  surprised 
at  the  appearance  of  doubt  pal  on  by  the 
noble  lord  with  regard  to  this  subject,  and 
at  his  refusing,  on  principle,  to  show  what 
aecurities  on  government  die  Bank  had. 


His  (lord  Lauderdale's)  object  was  tq 
see  whether  the  Bank  issues  were  con- 
ducted in  that  salutary  manner  as  to  ena- 
ble them  at  any  time  to  be  called  in  ii\ 
six  weeks.  But  he  believed  that  the 
Bank  had  not  sufficient  left  in  their  coffers 
to  effect  such  an  operation.  What  with 
the  twenty-nine  million  of  paper  that  had 
been  issued  and  was  in  circulation,  and 
what  with  the  loans  to  government  in  ad- 
dition, was  there  any  body  who  did  not 
think  that  the  coin  requisite  for  resujoaing 
cash-payments  must  be  more  than  double 
the  amount  of  the  eleven  millions  tha^had 
been  so  confidently  stated  as  the  sum  i 
And  yet,  according  to  the  noble  lordi  the 
Bank  was  perfecUy  ready  to  pay!  the 
government  was  anxious  that  payments, 
should  be  resumed!  but  on  his  consi^eoce 
he  believed  that  those  payments  were  at 
a  greater  distance  thau  ever;  tb&t  the 
whole  business  was  a  codaplete  juggle  be- 
tween the  Bank  and  the  government,  and 
that  the  country  was  completely  their 
dupe.  In  fact,  the  Bank  had  the  com- 
plete regulation  of  the  price  of  commo- 
dities. However,  it  was  his  object  merely 
to  persuade  their  lordships,  that  foreiffn 
loans  could  not  affect  the  question  of  the 
resumption  of  cash-payments,  or  that  the 
Bank  was  incapable  of  resuming  them ; 
but  at  least  that  their  lordships  would  not 
take  these  or  any  other  points  for  granted 
without  considering  it  their  duty  to  make 
a  full  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case. 

He  must  now  proceed  to  call  their 
lordships  attention  to  a  second  device  re- 
sorted to  by  government  for  the  support 
of  this  system,  and  a  proposition  it  was  of 
a  most  extensive  ana  important  nature. 
It  seemed  that  country  bank-notes  of  one 
and  two  pounds  were  not  to  be  circulated 
unless  the  bankers  deposited  a  security 
with  government  to  a  certain  amount. 
He  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say,  that  this 
scheme  was  contrary  to  the  whole  spirit  of 
the  commercial  laws  of  this  country:  those 
laws  required  no  other  security  than  the 
promise  to  pay,  and  the  power  to  demand 
the  fulfilment  of  that  promise.  When, 
however,  he  recollected  that,  on  govern- 
ment pledging  the  Bank  to  pay  in  Julvt 
his,  prediction  that  no  such  payment  wouuL 
then  take  place  was  treated  with  derision, 
could  he  or  any  other  man  suppose  that 
government  would  let  the  Bank  pay  next 
year?  But  he  would  contend,  that  the 
aecuritiea  proposed  were  wholly  unneces- 
sary, and  that  people  wished  for  no  belter 
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Becuritiei  than  Bank  paper*  payable  on 
demand.  Restore  to  them  their  ancient 
aystein»  and  they  would  have  no  occasion 
for  this.  I^e  therefore  thought  that  the 
restriction  would  be  continued  for  more 
than  a  year  from  the  5th  of  July ;  but 
wliether  that  should  be  so  or.  not,  the^  pro- 
position respecting  securities  to  be  eiven 
by  private  bankers,  waa  in  itself  of  the 
most  objectionable  nature.  This  country 
was  the  most  opulent  in  Europe,  and  ha4 
gradually  risen,  through  Uie  whole  of  the 
last  century,  to  it^  present  state  of  pros- 
perity by  means  of  banks  of  credit.  Con- 
sult authors  of  any  credit  on  the  subject, 
and  tbey  would  tell  you  wby  monetary 
banks  of  deposit  were  not  so  good  as 
banks  of  credit.  Our  system  was  founded 
and  bad  risen  to  eminence  entiiely  on 
credit:  when  honour,  probity,  and  regu- 
larity were  the  foundation  of  credit,  it 
was  altogether  inexhaustible;  because,  in 
proportion  as  extended  commerce  created 
an  extended  demand,  the  state  of  credit 
increased  along  with  it ;  and  if  commerce 
slackened,  credit  declined  propurtionably; 
but  under  the  system  of  banks  of  deposit, 
credit  always  failed  most  when  there  was 
the  greatest  demand  for  it.  His  objec- 
tions, therefore,  went  to  the  whole  propo- 
sition of  the  noble  lord.  What  was  it  but 
an  arbitrary  interference  of  narliament,  in 
order  to  favour  creditors  or  a  particular 
class  ?  Did  not  the  noble  lord,  in  fact, 
say,  that  he  wished  to  annihilate  country 
notes  under  the  value  of  5/.  If  ministers 
wished  to  annihilste  all  notee  of  country 
banks  above  5/.  this  plan  must  answer  their 
purpose ;  for  no  man  would  be  willing  to 
repose  such  confidence  in  a  stigmatized 
bank,  as  to  take  any  other  notes  than 
those  founded  on  the  security  prescribed 
by  parliament.  Credit  depended  on  con- 
fidence ;  and  if  there  was  a  stigma,  how 
could  there  be  any  confidence?  The  ef* 
iect  of  the  plan  was  only  to  make  the 
country  bankers  a  sacrifice  to  the  Bank 
of  England— the  favoured  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. The  scheme  proposed  was  bad  m 
theory,  and  equally  bad  in  practice.  He 
did  not  beUeve  that  bankers  of  any  cha- 
racter would  submit  to  this  indignity; 
especially  aa,  under  the  plan  proposed  of 
issuing  stock- notes,  any  stockholder  might, 
on  paying  30/.  for  a  licence  dispose  orhis 
atock  bills  as  a  banker,  and  make  a  double 
prctft.  Much  as  he  had  objected  to  the 
evils  arising  out  of  the  paper  system,  the 
cemedy  now  proposed  by  government  was 
of  ao  aoapicioua  a  naturei  that  it  waa  the 


imperious  duty  of  their  lordships  to  hesi- 
tate before  they  gave  it  the  sanction  of 
thejr  approbation.  Their  lordships,  he 
was.  sure,  could  not  give  up  that  svsteni 
ojf  banks  of  credit  which  had  raisea  this 
country  to  such  a  pitch  of  unexampled 
opi^lence,  without  making  inquiries  as  to. 
what  could  render  such  a  step  necessary. ' 
It  was  impossible  for  any  aaan  to  isay^ 
that  the  state  of  our  circulation  was  not 
sucb  as  tp  require  investigation.  Every^ 
one  of  their  lordships  must  know  the  re- 
sult of  the  determination  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  pay  in  cash  all  the  2/,  and  1/. 
notes  issuea  before  January,  1817.  He. 
would  ask,  if  the  circulation  of  a  country* 
could  be  said  to  be  in  a  salutary  state, 
when  theae  notes  were  sold  at  a  premium 
of  two  per  cent  ?  Was  tliat  a  situatioi^ 
of  the  Bank  of  England  paper,  in  which 
parliament  ought  to  refuse  all  inquiry  ? 
How  came  it  that  these  notes  were  at  a[ 
premium  of  two  per  cent  ?  It  was  froo^ 
no  other  circomstance  than  this-— tba^ 
these  nptes  were  payable  in  gold  on  de- 
mand. For  these  notes  the  Bank  ad- 
vanced two  and  a  half  millions  in  gold; 
and  what,  he  would  ask,  had  become  o^ 
these  two  and  a  half  millions  ?  They  had 
vanished  from  circulatioif ;  and  he  believed 
there  was  not  one  of  their  lordships  who 
did  not  in  his  conscience  believe  that  they 
bad  also  vanished  from  tlie  country.  Nor 
was  this  the  only  eviL  The  noble  lord 
opposite  (Liverpool)  and  himself,  were^ 
both  agreed,  that  in  a  salutary  state  of 
the  circulation  of  a  country,  paper  shpuld 
go  to  the  whole  extent  that  paper  would 
voluntarily  go,  corrected  by  the  circum- 
stance of  being  liable  to  be  paid  on  de« 
mand.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  paper 
circulation,  which  it  was  intended  that  we 
should  have?  It  was  intended  that  we 
should  have  four  descriptions  of  paper. 
A  Bank  of  England  paper,  for  which  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  had  made  themselves 
liable  to  pay  cash  on  demand.  A  Bank, 
of  England  paper,  not  liable  to  be  paid 
on  demand.  A  paper  circulating  on  the 
security  of  deposits  of  stock  and  exche- 
quer bills :  and  a  paper  circulating  with« 
out  any  security.  Such  a  circulation  aa 
this  was  reserved  for  the  noble  lord  and 
his  colleagues  to  invent.  It  waa  obvious 
that  a  paper  currency  of  four  different 
descriptions  of  character,  must  di^er  also 
in  value.  But  there  was  no  man  who 
knew  any  thing  of  the  subject  that  did 
not  know  that  a  paper  currei&cy  of  four 
different  qualitieaaad  four  different  values. 
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could  not  circulate  together  in  the  same 
country.  If  any  one  doubted  the  truth  of 
this  proposition,  the  facts  stated  in  the 
work  of  the  father  of  the  noble  earl  oppo- 
site would  remove  his  doubts.  But  the 
noble  earl  opposite,  instead  of  proposing 
a  paper  circulation  as  corrected  by  a  lia- 
bility to  be  paid  in  cash,  had  introduced 
a  paper  circulation  of  a  description  en- 
tirely new,  and  had  adopted  a  system  of 
coinage  i^hicb  would  irender  a  return  to 
cash  payments  impossible.  The  noble 
lord  had  carried  on  his  coinage  not  on 
the  old  system,  but  on  an  entirely  new 
system  of  his  own-- a  system  entirely  in 
opposition  to  the  opinions  of  Locke,  Har- 
ris, and  every  authority  of  credit. 

He  had  some  time  ago  taken  the  liberty 
of  telling  the  noble  lord,  that  the  system 
on  which  he  was  proceeding  was  wrong 
from  the  foundation.  The  noble  lord 
had  set  up  two  metals  for  his  standard, 
which  was  a  bad  monetary  system  alto- 
gether, as  the  value  of  the  metals  changed 
with  respect  to  each  other.  He  had  re- 
commended to  the  noble  lord,  that  as 
silver  was  the  standard  which  was  adopted 
in  every  country  of  Europe,  this  silver 
ought  also  to  be  adopted  as  a  standard  by 
us.  But,  according  to  the  noble  lord,  it 
was  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  more 
valuable  standard,  because  (though  silver 
might  answer  well  enough  for  nations  of 
which  the  transactions  were  more  limit- 
ed), it  would  not  suit  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  transactions  of  this  country.  But 
the  reasoning  of  the  noble  lord  was  not 
less  absurd,  than  if  he  had  said,  that  be- 
cause we  were  the  greatest  manufacturing 
country  in  Europe,  it  was  necessary  that 
we  should  have  a  yard  extended  beyond 
that  of  other  nations,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  our  manufactures.  Coin  was 
advantageous  to  a  country,  as  it  acted  as 
a  measure  of  value ;  and  the  cheaper  the 
instrument  by  which  that  purpose  could 
be  effiected,  the  greater  the  advantage  to 
a  country.  He  contended  that  the  greater 
the  riches  of  a  country  were,  the  more 
anxious  it  ought  to  be  to  have  silver  as 
a.  standard  in  preference  to  gold.  They 
would  have  a  circulation  in  the  greatest 
state  of  perfection,  when  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  it  was  paper  that  was  corrected  in 
value  by  a  metallic  currency— whether 
that  metallic  currency  was  ot.a  high  or 
low  valued  metal,  the  effect  on  the  paper 
was  the  same,  as  they  equally  gave  a  cer- 
tainty to  the  value  of  the  paper.  The 
greatest  poasible  encouragement  ought  to 


be  given  to  that  metal  by  which  the  ir- 
culation  could  be  conducted  in  the  cheap- 
est manner  potaible.  Was  it  not  more 
troublesome  to  make  payments  in  silver 
than  in  gold,  and  did  not  this  additional 
trouble  give  a  greater  encouragement  to 
paper  ?  When  they  saw  the  2,500,000/. 
issued  in  sovereigns  by  the  Bank  disappear 
from  the  country,  of  what  advantage 
could  it  be  to  the  people  that  the  stand- 
ard was  changed  from  a  lower  to  a  higher 
metal  I  It  appeared  that  four  species  of 
paper  were  to  circulate  in  the  same 
period.  It  might  be  proper  to  consider 
what  was  the  situation  of  our  metallic 
currency.  We  had  a  gold  coin  entirely 
without  a  seigniorage-— a  silver  coin  for 
the  first  time  for  centuries  with  a  seig- 
niorage.—We  had  till  the  5th  July  a  silver 
currency  at  6«.  8(f.  the  ounce ;  and  we 
had  in  Ireland  a  silver  currency  at  7^  Sd^ 
an  ounce.  Our  currency,  therefore,  con- 
sisted of  paper  of  four  descriptions,  of 
three  different  species  of  silver,  with  a 
seigniorage,  and  of  gold  without  a  seignio- 
rage. The  difierence  in  value  between 
two  sovereigns,  and  silver  of  the  same 
nominal  amount,  in  the  new  coinage  was 
10^4.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  from  the  relation  which  the 
new  silver  coinage  of  his  time  bore  to  the 
gold  coin,  21  shillings  in  silver  beins  W. 
in  value  more  than  tne  guinea,  the  whole 
of  the  silver  would  disappear  from  circu- 
lation. The  result  was  well  known.  He 
never  had  seen  a  silver  currency  in  general 
circulation,  at  all  approaching  to  what  it 
ought  to  have  been.  The  silver  coin  in 
circulation  were  positively  so  many  coun- 
ters. A  gentleman  in  Scotland,  knowioe 
him  to  be  curious  on  the  subject,  had 
sent  him  a  great  many  crowns  of  the  un« 
fortunate  James,  and  stated,  that  in  his 
country  many  persons  were  fond  of  the 
family,  and  kept  those  coins  as  memorials : 
they  must  have  done  so,  for  he  (lord  Lau- 
derdale) never  saw  the  silver  in  circula- 
tion. If  the  Bank  directors  had  really  se- 
riously contemplated  payment  in  cash, 
their  conduct  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  really  was.  If  they 
were  serious,  if  the  noble  lord  meant  that 
they  should  pay  back  all  the  advantage 
they  had  gained,  it  was  impossible,  under 
the  present  Mint  regulation,  that  they 
should  pay  in  cash ;  they  must  stop  in  the 
very  attempt  This  must  be  evident  from 
a  oonsideration  of  the  state  of  exchanges 
between  this  and  other  countries  down  to 
the  end  of  Deoember  last.    At  that  mo- 


]89j      SMe  of  the  MdaUk  and  Ptgper  Cwrency.      April  SOi  1818. 


[190 


meot  he  had  before  him  the  papers  of 
price  and  exchanges  in  detail  down  to  the 
Ist  of  Jan.  1818 ;  the  average  of  exchange 
at  Paris  was  24  fr.  40  cents,  and  that 
he  took  as  the  basis  of  his  calculation,  as 
it  was  the  most  steady.    That  he  might 
not  fall  into  any  mistake,  he  had  called 
for  a  return  of  the  number  of  grains 
of  pure  silver  contained  in  9,0s.  of  the 
new  silver  coinage;    they  amounted  to 
1,614  36-66  grains  of  troy,  while  the  num- 
ber of  grains  contained  in  20f.  of  the  old 
silver  coinage  amounted  to  1,718  44-62 
grains  of  troy  ;  the  number  of  grains  con- 
tained in  the  sovereign  were  113  18-1 1,214 
troy.    He  had  coic pared  this  with  the 
•tate  of  the  coinage  m  France  also ;  and 
the  result  of  his  inquiry  was,  that  sup- 
posing the  silver  par  of  exchange  at  24  fir. 
16  cents,  in  our  pound,  the  same  quantity 
of  French  silver  for  our  sovereign  of  20«. 
would  amount  to  25  fr.  21  c.    It  was  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  while  the  pound  note 
was  at  24  fr.  no  one  would  remit  it  who 
co^ld  get  25  fr.  for  the  sovereign,  by 
which  he  might  realize  a  profit  of  3/.  4«.  Sa. 
per  cent ;   and  if  he  looked  to  silver  with 
a  view  to  importing  it,  he  might  make  5 
per  cent  more :  so  that  the  profit  on  ex- 
porting gold,  and  importing  stiver,  would 
amount  to  8/.  4«.  3a.  per  cent.    To  this 
he  knew  it  might  be  objected,  that  he  had 
overlooked  all  the  criminal  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  the  coin  of  the 
realm,  and  the  importation  of  money  as 
the  coin  of  the  realm,  which  was  not  in 
realiti*  such.    But  where  the  interest  of 
roankmd  was  concerned,  it  was  ridiculous 
to  take  into  consideration  the  operation 
of  the  law,  particularly  in  cases  where  de- 
tection was  almost  impossible.      There 
was  hardly  any  thing  which  could  be  more 
like  thsn  the  silver  coin  manufactured  on 
the  othf  r  side  of  the  water  was  to  the 
silver  coin  of  our  own  Mint.    Till  such 
time  as  we  corrected  our  monetary  sys- 
tem, this  state  of  things  would  go  on. 
The  conduct  of  the  Bank  proved  to  him 
that  they  never  seriously  meant  to  pay  in 
cash,  because  there  were  among  the  Bank 
directors  men  too  well  acquamted  with 
affiura  of  this  nature,  not  to  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  return  to  cash-pay- 
ments, they  would  have  coiqe  forward  under 
the  present  system.    If  they  really  had 
contemplated  a  return  to  cash-payments 
and  have  demanded  a  repeal  of  the  exist- 
ing law  with  respect  to  our  coinage.    If 
our  sOver  formerly,  from  being  4</.  in 
value  above  the  guinea,  disappeared  firom 


circulation,  how  was  it  possible  that  eold 
of  lOii.  in  value  above  silver  should  re- 
main m  circulation  ?     He  did  not  desire 
them  to  believe  these  things  on  his  autho- 
rity ;   he  desired  them  to  reflect  on  the 
authorities  which  he  had  cited ;  to  reflect 
on  the  situation  of  the  country.     The 
noble  lord  opposite   had  acknowledged 
that  a  paper  circulation  was  in  a  salu- 
tary state  when  its  value  was  fixed  by 
beine  payable  on  demand.    But  nothing 
could  be  done,  while  our  coinage  remained 
on  its  present  footing — while  we  had  a 
gold  coin  without  a  seigniorage,  and  a 
silver  coin  with  a  seigniorage,  a  gold  coin 
I0}</.  more  valuable  than  the  silver  coin 
of  real  value ;  while  we  had  a  silver  coin 
at  6f.  8^.  the  ounce,  and  another  at7««  SdL 
the  ounce ;  when,  in  short  every  thing  in 
our  monetary  system  was  in  a  most  unsa- 
lutary  state.    They  had  pledged  them- 
selves that  the  Bank  should  pay  in  cash 
in  one  year,  and  they  had  broken  this 
solemn  pledge.    Surely,  under  sudi  cir- 
cumstances, they  were  bound  to  ^o  into 
a  full  inquiry  into  this  subject,  which  was 
of  so  much  importance  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.— The  noble  earl  concluded 
with  moving,  <<  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Present  State  of 
the  Metallic  and  Paper  Currency  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 

The  Earl  o£  Liverpool  observed,  that  the 
noble  lord  who  had  just  s^t  down  did. not 
in  his  speech  seem  to  take  advantage  of 
the  claim  which  he  had  at  first  advan):ed. 
The  noble  earl  had  said,  that  he  should 
have  one  advantage  in  debate  over  those 
who  might  oppose  his  motion,  as  he  would 
merely  state  doubts  and  call  for  inquiry, 
without  pretending  to  lay  down  princi- 
ples or  to  draw  conclusions.  Now,  so  far 
was  this,  in  his  opinion,  from  being  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord,  that  he  never 
heard  a  speech  in  which  there  were  fewer 
doubts,  and  more  dogmatizing.  Hie 
noble  earl  had  made  statements  m  many 
parts  of  his  speech  with  which  he  entirely 
concurred,  and  it  might  ssve  some  trouble 
if  he  stated  those  with  which  he  concur- 
red. The  noble  earl  had  laid  down  one 
principle*;  in  which  he  heartily  concurred, 
namely,  that  the  best  system  of  currency 
for  any  countr^^,  and  particularly  for  sucn 
a  country  as  this,  was  a  paper  circuiation, 
measured  by  the  precious  metals  as  its 
standard,  and  supported  in  its  value  by 
being  convertible  into  cash  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  holder.  He  agreed  with  him 
fartheri  that  the  more  easily  it  waa^  con* 
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vertible  into  cash  the  better,  and  thftt  it 
vas  highly  desirable  that  all  restrictions 
on  that  convertibilitv  should  be  removed. 
He  hoped  whatever  insinuations  the  noble 
lord  had  thromi  out  against  his  since- 
rity, he  should*  get  credit  from  their  lord- 
ships  when  he  stated  publicly  an  opinion 
which  all  his  friends  knew  he  firmly  main- 
tained— that  these  restrictions  should  not 
1)0  continued  without  good  reasons,  with- 
out a  paramount  necessity.    There  was 
not  a  man  in  the  kingdom  more  anxious 
than  he  was  to  see  a  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments as  speedily  as  possible;   and  if  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  hiterests    of  the 
country  that  the  restrictions  on  the  Bank 
should  be  immediately  removed,  he  could 
assure  their  lordships  that  he  had  adopted 
that  conclusion  after  the  most  mature  de- 
liberation, from  a  review  of  the  particular 
circumstances  that  characterizea  the  pre- 
sent times,  and  with  the  deepest  regret. 
Such  was  his  general  principle  regarding 
the  currency,  and  such  was  his  opinion 
of  the  propriety  of  continuing,  for  a  li- 
mited period,  the  Restriction  act,  and  he 
was  anxious  to  be  distinctly  understood 
upon  the  subject. 

The  noble  lord  had  introduced  a 
great  variety  of  topics  into  his  speech, 
to  some  of  which  he  was  anxious  to  ad- 
dress himself  at  present,  though  other  op- 
portunities would  occur  for  discussing 
them  more  fully.  He  would  begin  with 
answering  some  of  those  observations  with 
which  the  noble  lord  concluded,  because 
they  were  less  immediately  connected 
with  the  question,  and  would  require  from 
him  less  discussion.  The  noble  lord  had 
referred  to  debates  on  the  subject  of  the 
new  silver  currency,  which  took  place 
about  two  years  ago,  in  which  he  and  the 
noble  lord  differed  as  to  the  question, 
whether  gold  or  silver  should  compose 
the  standard  coin  of  the  country.  He 
(lord  Liverpool)  had  then  advanced  an 
opinion  that  gold  should  be  the  standard 
tnetal,  and  though  he  had  heard  much  on 
Ihe  subject  since,  he  had  seen  no  reason 
to  alter  that  opinion.  Upon  the  question 
whether  one  metal  shoula  be  the  standard 
to  which  the  other  should  be  referred  as 
Its  measure  of  value,  the  noble  lord  and 
fie  perfectly  concurred.  Indeed,  there 
seetned  to  be  ho  difference  with  reeard  to 
this  princfple  among  those  who  had  given 
the  subject  the  least  consideration.  Into 
the  qtiestion  of  the  comparative  fitness  of 
the  t#t>  metals  tp  become  the  standardi 


he  would  not  now  minutely  enter,  as  it 
had  already  been  fully  disctissed,  as  no 
new  reason  had  been  brought  forward  by 
the  noble  lord  in  support  of  the  opinion 
he  formerly  maintained,  and  as  a  decision 
on  the  point  would  not  materially  affect 
the  object  of  the  present  motion.    He 
might  say,  however,  as  an  argument  in 
support  of  the  conclusion  to  which  the 
legislature  had  come,  that  gold  had  be- 
come,   in   fact,    and    in    practice,     the 
standard  metal  before  it   was  declared 
so  in  law.    It  had  risen  into  this  state 
imperceptibly,  before  an  act  of  the  le- 
gislature  had    sanctioned   the  practice, 
and  made  it  the  only  legal  tender  for  all 
sums  above  25/.  in  addition  to  the  infer- 
ence in  favour  of  that  metal  drawn  from 
general   consent  and  practice,  it  might 
be  stated  that  the  expediency  of  'mak- 
ing it  the  legal  standard  measure  of  value 
for  other  metals  was  supported  by  the  cir* 
cumstance,  that  it  was  less  liable  to  fluc- 
tuation.   The  noble  lord  had  said  that  the 
two  metals  could  riot  circulate  together, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  the  change 
effected  in  the  standard  by  law,  our  gold 
was  exported,  and  our  coin  melted  down. 
He  (lord  Liverpool)  admitted  the  fact 
that  our  gold  was  exported,  but  could  not 
allow  that  its  exportation  was  attributable 
to  the  cause  assigned.    The  noble  lord, 
in  stating  the  opinion  oT  sir  Isaac  Newton, 
had  Overlooked  one  material  fact  which 
then  existed,  and  which  now  existed  no 
longer,  and  the  omission  strongly  varied 
the  reasoning.     At  that  time  both  gold 
and  silvCT  were  equally  standards.    You 
might  go  to  the  Mint  with  a  quantity  of 
silver  bullion,  of  standard  fineness,  and 
demand  the  same  weight  in  the  silver  coin 
of  the  reainu    You  might  do  the  same 
with  gold.    Now  the  case  was  altered: 
you  could  carry  a  quantity  of  gold  to  the 
Mint,  and  receive  the  same  weight  in  gold 
coin,  but  not  so  with  silver.    It  was  ma- 
nifest, however,  that  if  gold  was  to  be  ex* 
ported,  it  would  be  exported  in  the  state 
of  bullion.    The  first  object  of  the  ex- 
porter would  be  to  find  bullion,  from  the 
smaller  risk  run,  and  the  less  trouble  in- 
curred in  exporting  ir.    No  man  would 
put  himself  to  the  trouble  of  melting  the 
coin,  if  he  could  obtain  a  supply  of  the 
metsd  without  subjecting  it  to  that  pro- 
cess.   The  stiver  could  not  be  so  easiljr 
melted ;   but  it  might  be  exported  in  the 
shape  of  bullion,  and  then  the  regulations 
of  the  Mint  would  not  affect  its  price.    If 
the  Doble  lord's  doctrine  were  true,  that 
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when  the  Mint  ||aVe  a  biffber  price  for 
gold  than  silveri  tiWer  woum  Itll  in  valitey 
and  gold  would  be  exported  in  preference, 
then  it  would  follow  that  silver  must  £U1 
in  exchange*  But  this  was  not  the  case ; 
ailYer  had  risen  even  more  than  ^old  in 
foreign  exchanges.  The  conclusion  he 
drew  from  the  Sict  was  this»  that  what- 
ever  causes  had  combined  to  make  the  ex« 
changes  against  us,  such  a  state  of  the  ex* 
changes  must  lead  to  an  export  of  gold, 
without  any  reference  to  the  condition  of 
our  silver  currency,  that  it  was  not  owing 
to  the  relative  value  of  the  two  precious 
netalSy  as  compared  with  each  other,  but 
to  circumstances  perfectly  distinct  and 
independent  that  tney  were  to  attribute 
such  an  occurrence.  Gold  coin  was  not 
melted  for  export  because  it  was  of  most 
value,  but  because  no  price  was  put  on 
gold  as  coin  above  its  bullion  price. 

He  would  proceed  to  the   important 
subject  of  the  paper  circulation  which  was 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  mo« 
tion  before  the  House.    The  noble  lord 
(lord  Lauderdale)  had  divided  this  sub- 
ject into  two  parts,,  the  paper  circulation 
of  the  country  generally,  and  how  that 
circulation  was  affected  by  the  advances 
of  the  Bank  of  England  to  government.  On 
each  of  these  points,  he  would  make  a  few 
observations.    He  would  make  some  re- 
marks on  the  general   circulation,  first, 
because  having  laid  down  the  principles 
cm  which  it  rested,  the  second  part  of  the 
subject  would  be  better  and  more  easily 
understood.  The  noble  earl  (Lauderdale) 
had  alluded  to  a  book  which  contained 
the  sentiments  of  one  for  whom  he  (lord 
'Liverpool)  must  always  feel  the  greatest 
veneration  (the  late  lord  Liverpool's  Let* 
ter  to  the  Iking  on  the  Coini^e).    It  was 
the  opinion  of  that  respectable  individual, 
that  when  the  circulation  of  the  country 
came  back  to  something  like  its  natural 
state,  then  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt 
some  regulation  regarding  the  paper  cur- 
rency.   Whether  he  had  any  precise  plan 
in  contemplation  for  that  purpose   was 
more  than  he  could  say,  but  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  some  regulation,  of  insti- 
tuting some  check,  he  had  distinctly  and 
repeatedly  avowed.    His  belief  was,  that 
unless  some  regulation  was  adopted,  pro- 
perty would  become  insecdre,   and  the 
circulation  would  be  subjected  to  repeated 
shocks  that  might  cause  great  public  cala- 
mity and  individual  suffermg.    The  evil  of 
insecurity  could  not  be  a  solitary  evih 
The  repeated  failures. of  country  banks 
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would  give  a  shock  to  public  credit,  and 
the  chtfacter  of  all  paper  currency  would 
be  a&cted  by  that  of  the  most  insecure. 
The  system  would  thus  be  exposed  to  con- 
vulsions, which  ought  to  be  prevented,  both 
from  a  regard  to  the  genersl  security  of 
the  country,  the  country  banks,  and  even 
the  Bank  of  England  itself.  All  these  in* 
terests  required  some  regulation  for  the 
currency.  To  that  which  had  been  pro- 
posed, he  (lord  Liverpool)  had  heard  ob- 
jections strongly  urged ;  but  upon  asking 
those  who  stated  these  objections,  "  Do 
not  you  think  some  check  is  necessary  ?'* 
he  never  heard  a  dissenting  voice — he 
never  saw  an  individual  who  did  not  an- 
swer this  question  in  the  affirmative.  By 
the  law,  as  it  now  ^tood,  there  was  no  re- 
strictioo  on  the  issue  of  country  bank 
notes  of  1/.  or  2/.  to  anv  amount,  and  on 
any  security.  When  this  law  expired,  in 
two  years  wer  the  removal  of  the  restric* 
tion  on  the  Baak  of  England,  this  privi- 
lege would  ceasCf  end  weir  issues  would 
be  confined  to  notes  at  or  above  5/. 

The  question  was,  therefore,  ought  tha 
law  to  be  allowed  to  expire,  or  ought  it 
to  be  continued?  With  regard  to  the 
firet  point,  he  never  heard  but  one  opi- 
nion. He  never  heard  any  body  sa^*  that, 
considering  the  habits  and  necessities  of 
the  country,  changed  as  they  had  been 
by  the  continuance  of  25  years  of  a  con- 
trary system,  we  should  recur  to  the  sys- 
tem that  then  prevailed,  and  place  the 
country  banks  under  the  restrictions  bv 
which  thev  were  then  limited  in  their 
issues.  Were  we  then  to  repeal  the  act, 
and  allow  issues  of  one  and  two  pound 
notes  on  any  security,  or  without  security 
at  all  ?  Let  the  House  consider  the  his- 
tory of  the  currency  of  country  banks  fur 
the  last  three  years,  and  the  calamities 
that  had  arisen  from  hank  speculations. 
Out  of  700  country  banks  that  existed  in 
1814,  200  had  now  been  swept  awa^  and 
had  disappeared,  to  the  ruin  of  individuals 
and,  whole  districts,  and  to  the  general 
injury  of  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests.  He  had  always  been  of  opi.- 
nion,  that,  although  many  of  the  difficul- 
ties out  of  which  we  were  now  emerging 
were  to  be  traced  to  that  convulsion 
which  was  caused  by  the  rapid  transition 
from  war  to  peace,  they  werjs  greatly  ag- 
gravated by  the  failure  of  countrjr  banks. 
The  distress  of  the  agricultural  mterests 
in  particular  had  been  in  a  great  measure, 
owing  to  the  exorbitant  issues,  and  the 
consequent   insecure    currency  of   the 
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country  banks.  Some  distrieu  and  coan- 
tiet  might  be  named,  in  which  the  dis* 
tress  of  the  people  was  solely  attributable 
to  this  evil.  This  was  an  evil  which 
would,  in  his  opfnion,  be  a^graixated  by 
the  removal  of  the  restriction  iVom  the 
Bank  of  England,  if  no  regulation  were 
adopted  in  eonsequence  of  that  measure. 
Let  the  House  consider  what  the  effect 
might  be,  if  the  system  of  country  bank 
currency  attained  as  great  an  extent  ai 
formerly,  without  any  security,  and  after 
the  restriction  was  removed  from  the 
B^k  of  England.  There  might  then  be 
a  run  on  the  country  banks,  then  oa  the 
Bank  of  England  itself,  and  the  conse- 

3oenee  might  be  a  general  shock  to  ere* 
it  all  over  the  nation.  He  would  there- 
fore lay  down  this  as  a  principle,  that  if 
we  coukl  not  recur  to  entirely  metallic 
currency,  and  if  it  was  necessary  to  allow 
country  banks  to  supply  its  place,  to  a 
certain  extent,  by  issues  of  small  notes, 
these  country  banks  ought  to  be  placed 
under  some  regulation  for  the  general 
security  of  credit  and  with  the  >iew  of 
preventing  those  convulsions  that  i^ight 
result  from  their  failure.  / 

The  most  material  consideration  in  this 
state  of  the  business  was  not  whether  one 
system  of  regulations  was  better  than  ano- 
ther, but  whether  there  ought  to  be  any 
regtidations  at  all.  It  was  to  be  observed, 
that  while  the  great  crash  to  which  he 
alluded  was  experienced  in  England,  not 
one,  he  believed,  or  perhaps  only  one 
bankruptcy  had  taken  place  among  the 
country  banks  in  Scotland.— This  formed 
an  important  consideration.  Perhaps  it 
was  to  be  partially  attributed  to  that 
clause  in  the  charter  of  the  national  bank, 
which  provided  that  no  number  beyond 
six  should  join  in  a  country  bank.  To 
Scotland,  therefore,  the  act  was  not 
meant  to  extend,  because  from  the  wise 
regulations  under  which  die  banking  sys- 
tem was  carried  on  there,  no  change  of 
system  was  necessary.  He  conceived  there 
could  be  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
a  plan  by  which  the  legislature  should  say 
to  the  country  banks — **  You  have  no 
right  to  issue  one  and  two  pound  notes 
after  the  lapse  of  two  years  fVom  the 
expiry  of  the  restriction  act ;  then  your 
privilege  ends ;  If  after  that  time  you  issue 
small  notes,you  must  do  so  on  depositing 
as  a  security  for  the  payment  of  them, 
exehe(]uer  bills  to  the  amount  of  your 
Issues  in  small  notes,  or  stock  to  double 
the  nominal  amount."    To  this  scheme  he 

§ 


had  heard  only  one  objection  of-iranor- 
taoce,  but  that  objection  appeared  to  mat 
to  admit  of  «i  easy  answer.     The  objec* 
tion  was  this— that  if  notes  of  one  or  two 
pounds  only  were  issued  on  security,  the 
credit  of  notes  of  a  higher  denominatioii 
would  be  injured,  as  they  did  not  possess 
the  same  security.    In  opposition  to  tldt 
prediction,  he  would  say,  that  so  far  from 
the  deposit  of  securities  for  small  notes 
being  injurious  to  the  credit  of  notes  of  a 
greater  amount,  the  very  deposit  of  such 
securities  for  the  former,  would  give  the 
latter  additionid  credit.     This   opihion 
would  be  confirmed,  if  it  were  cotisidereil 
that  double  the  nominal  amount  in  stocks 
must  be  deposited  for  the  small  notes, 
which,  at  the  usual  price  of  the  pnblio 
funds,  would  afford  to  the  holders  of  the 
five  pound  notes,  a  balance  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  latter.     But  without  laying 
much  stress  on  this  argument,  he  would 
say  that  the  holders  of  large  notes  would 
not  be  in  a  worse  situation  than  they  were 
before  small  notes  were  allowed  to  be 
issued  at  all,  and  as  they  then  took  on 
credit,  for  their  own  convenience,  large 
notes  in  preference  to  gold,  there  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  afterwards, 
for  the  same  convenience,  take  them  in 
preference  to  small  notes.    Why  did  peo- 
ple take  notes  at  all,  when  tliey  might 
nave  guineas  or  sovereigns,  but  because 
the  former,  when  great  sums  were  con- 
cerned, were  more  easily  carried,  and  had 
other  conveniences.     There  was  nearly 
the  same  difference  in  point  of  conveni- 
ence between  a  great  number  of  small 
notes  and  a  large  one  of  equal  amount,  as 
between  a  quantity  of  sovereigns  and  the' 
same  value  in  a  large  note.     As,  there- 
fore, people  took  notes  on  credit  in  prefer 
rence  to  gold,  when  the  latter  was  solid 
wealth,  and  the  former  depended  on  the 
solvency  of  the  banker,  so  it  might  be 
supposed  that  they  would  take  the  same 
large  notes  on  credit  in  preference   ta 
small  notes  on  the  security  of  a  deposit. 
Security  was  not  preferable  to  solid  mo- 
ney, and  the   motives  of    convenience 
that  operated  to  prompt  the  reception  of 
notes  on  credit  in  the  one  case  would  ope- 
rate in  the  other.    Cash  opposed  to  cre- 
dit, was  as  strong  as  securitf  opposed  to 
credit ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  resdit 
would  be  the  same  in  favour  of  the  larger 
notes,  when  the  parties  found  their  con- 
venience in  the  larger  notes,   and  had 
confidence  in  those  who  issued  them.  He 
was,  tbereforsi  oC^opimon  that  this  ob- 
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jaction  to  the  meiiure  wss  unfoiinded. 
He  kneir  that  there  would  be  difficulties 
in  canying  it  into  execution,  and  in 
aeltUog  the  details ;  but  he  did  not  think 
them  inturmoontable,  and  he  was  persuad- 
ed, that  great  as  might  be  those  difficul- 
ties, the  advantages  that  would  be  deriv- 
able from  the  plan  were  much  greater.  It 
was  pratty  well  known  what  was  the  pro- 
fKirtUMi  of  small  notes  issued  by  the  Dank 
of  England,  and  the  time  they  continued 
in  oiseidation  without  being  renewed. 
The  average  miffht  be  reckoned  about 
6,000,0001.,  and  Uie  time  the  notes  lasted 
about  2  or  3  years*  Upon  the  whole,  the 
VMve  the  measure  was  examined  and  disi* 
cussed,  the  more  it  would  appear  to  be 
Wise  and  eligible*  The  noble  earl  (Lau- 
derdale) had  objected  to  the  want  of  uni- 
formity in  oar  system  of  curreacy.  He 
fiord  Liverpool j  admitted  the  fiiict,  but 
uid  not  see  the  force  of  the  objection. 
•Oyr  currency  was  not  uniferm,  nor  did  he 
think  it  shoiud  be  so^  It  was  different  in 
diiferent  places.  An  instance  of  this  want 
of  uniformity  might  be  mentioned  in  the 
case  of  one  of  the  most  populous,  wealthy, 
and  commercial  counties  of  England*  In 
Lancashire,  smce  1797,  there  had  not 
been  a  single  bank  Uiat  issued  paper. 
The  people  carried  on  aU  their  business 
with  mnk  of  England  paper,  and  the  con* 
aequeace  was,  that  they  had  not  sufficed 
in  the  late  distress  from  the  circulation. 
He  came  now  to  another  part  of  the 
noble  lord's  observations*  He  woukl 
have,  on  a  future  occasion,  to  propose  tiie 
continuance  of  the  Restriction  act  for  one 
year>  but  he  would  say  again,  that  there 
was  nothing  m  the  internal  state  of  the 
country,  or  of  its  foreign  relations,  that 
called  for  such  a  measure ;  but  there  were 
circnmstanoes  arising  from  the  pecuniary 
transactioos  of  other  countries  which  ren- 
dered it  expedient.  He  knew,  too,  and 
he  could  assure  the  House,  that  the  Bank 
had  made  most  ample  preparations  to  re- 
sume cash  payments,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  ao  so*  The  noble  lord  had 
doubted  this  fact,  and  had  given  as  a  rea- 
son of  their  |ioability,  the  advances  ther 
had  nude  to  the  government.  He  both 
denied  the  fiict  and  the  cause.  The  Bank 
might  have  returned  to  cash  payments 
last  year,  when  idl  the  advances  they  had 
aoade  to  government  remained  unpaid* 
If,  however,  any  thin^  had  happened  after 
this  to  disturb  public  credit,  the  Bank 
woM  have  said,  we  most  draw  in  our  ad- 
▼nees*    The  gofcnunent  am  ready  to 


pqr  vp  lAat  it  owed  them,  and,  therefore, 
the  advances  made  to  government  could 
no  longer  be  an  obstacle  to  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments.  The  noble  lord  had 
said^  that,  in  the  spring  of  1797,  the  go- 
vernment owed  upwards  of  ll,000,000f. 
to  the  Bank,  and  by  October,  reduced 
the  debt  to  4,000,00u.  The  proportion 
was  nearly  tiie  same  this  year.  The 
amount  of  the  advances  now,  including 
those  for  IreUmd,  was  lfi,9OO,00M.;  and 
it  was  intended  to  pay  up  9,000,000^.  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year.  The 
House  had  no  more  right  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  in  which  the  Bank  employed  its 
private  funds,  than  they  had  to  investi- 
gate the  accounts  of  any  individual  com- 
mercial concern. 

The  noble  lord  had  built  one  of  his 
arguments  on  the  course  of  exchange^ 
and  had  given,  as  the  great  reason  of  their 
unfavomrable  state,  the  inordinate  issue  of 
Bank  of  Ei^land  notes  t  he  had  particu- 
larly, insistMi  on  the  circumstance,  that 
dunng  the  last  six  months  S/M>fiOQk 
more  of  Bank  paper,  had  been  issued  than 
in  the  corresponding  six  months  of  thn 
last  year*  He,  however,  considered  this 
as  a  peHectly  inadequate  cause  of  the 
stale  of  the  exchanges :  and  this  he  was 
prepated  to  prove,  mdependently  of  the 
question  whether  the  additional  issue  had 
been  wise  or  unwise.  For  his  own  part, 
he  considered  the  condition  of  France  ss 
the  great  cause  of  the  unfavoursAile  state 
of  the  exchanges.  In  1616,  and  during 
part  of  1817«  the  exchanges  were  in  our 
favour;  but  when  those  great  transactions 
began  to  take  place  vrhich  were  necessary 
for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the 
diflerent  countries  of  Eorope,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  the  exchanges  began  to  be 
unfavourable  s  the  question,  therefore, 
was,  whether«-«not  with  reference  to  any 
particular  loan,suchasthat  to  Prussia^bnl 
with  reference  to  the  winding  up  of  the 
great  concerns  of  £urope-«4his  was  the 
opportunity  for  permittmg  the  Bank  to 
resume  cash-payments.  For  his  own 
part,  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  most 
strcmious  opponents  of  the  Bank-restrio* 
tion,  he  should  not  have  thought  the  pre* 
sent  a  fit  opportunity  for  reipoviag  itt 
because,  anxious  as  he  was  for  the  re* 
sumption  of  cash-payments,  he  was  on 
that  very  account  the  more  anxious  that 
the  resumption  shouM  be  safe,  and  that 
no  mischia  might  accrue  from  the  neces* 
siiy  of  urain  recurring  to  a  paper  circular 
tion«    IneM  were  the  observations  which 
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he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  on  the 
general  question;  and  as  to  the  particular 
motion^  the  House  had  in  fact  been  in- 
quiring into  the  subject  ever  since  it  had 
been  sitting;  for  information  had  been 
laid  before  it  day  after  day.  And  could 
their  lordships  believe  that  an  inquiry  by 
ji  committee  would  lead  to  any  other  re- 
sult than  to  bring  forward  the  mere  spe- 
culations of  two  or  three  individuals? 
The  House  was  already  possessed  of  all 
the  necessary  information,  or  if  not,  it 
might  apply  for  more.  He  would  have 
another  opportunity,  when  the  bills  came 
before  the  House,  of  resuming  the  discus- 
sion of  these  topics;  for  the  present  he 
would  content  himself  with  what  he  had 
already  stated,  declaring  only,  in  addition, 
that  he  would  put  his  negative  on  this 
question. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdoume  observed, 
that  the  question  was,  whether,  at  the  end 
•of  a  long  war,  during  which  several  expe- 
dients had  been  resorted  to  for  temporary 
objects — whether  after  that  period  of  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace  which  had  been  so 
much  talked  of  had  passed  away — whetheri 
under  these  circumstances,  without  in- 
quiry, without  any  assignable  principle,  and 
as  the  mere  effect  of  accident,  the  House 
was  prepared  to  continue  a  system  during 
peace,  which  had  by  many  been  thought 
inapplicable  even  to  a  state  of  war; — a 
svstem  which  though  produced  by  acci- 
dent, j^et  *<  by  the  grace  of  God"  had,  in 
the  opinion  ot  certain  noble  lords,  proved 
the  wisest  that  ever  was  planned.    The 
noble  earl  had  told  the  House,  that  he 
was  induced  to  persevere  in  what  he  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  unsafe  and  unsound  sys- 
tem, because  circumstances  existed  such 
as   had  never  ekisted  before:  and  the 
noble  earl,  in  support  of  his  view,  had 
referred  to  arguments  which  had  been 
used  io  another  place,  but  which,  if  ex- 
amined Into,  would  not  for  a  moment 
maintain  his  position :  for  as  to  the  pecu- 
niary transactions  with  other  countries, 
he  supposed  that,  whether  those  contracts 
were  made  with  individuals  or  with  go- 
vernments, still  they  must  be  conducted 
on  one  and  the  same  principle ;  and  what- 
ever theory  might  be  broached  by  the 
noble  earl,  yet  practice  alone  must,  after 
all,  decide  the  question.    Now  practice 
bad  clearly  shown  that  no  remittance  to 
another  country,  however  extensive,  or 
however  repeated,  was  capable  of  prevent- 
ing the  remitting  countiy  from  enjoying 
iu  own  drculation  as  free  and  uninter* 


nipted  as  before.    As  an   iniCanoe   he 
mtffht  refer  to  the  Italian  states,  particu* 
larTy  to  Genoa,  which,  though  not  by  a 
great  deal  so  rich  as  this  country,  was  yet 
able  to  supply  the  powers  of  Europe  with 
loan  after  loan,  without  any  impediment 
to  its  own  currency.    Holland  had  during 
the  last  century  been  engaged  in  frequent 
and  extensive  money-contracts:  and  one 
house,  that  of  Hope  of  Amsterdam,  had 
alone  lent  enough  to  influence  the  drcu- 
lation   of  the  country  according  to  the 
theory  of  the  noMe  earl.    Yet  what  was 
the  fact  ?    The  circulation  had  never  been 
checked,  and  Holland   had    considered 
such  transactions  as  a  trade  highly  bene- 
ficial to  the  state.    And  in  the  present^ 
indeed,  in  all  cases,  it  must  be  considered 
a  beneficial  trade  when  the  richer  country 
lent  to  the  poorer.    Again,  what  was 
there  new  in  the  present  relation  of  this 
.country  with  respect  to  France  ?    In  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  similar  suc- 
cesses to  those  of  the  present  day  had  at- 
tended the  English  arms,  and  France  and 
England  stood  on  a  footing  relatively  the 
same.    At  that  time  the  money  transac- 
tions between  this  country  and  our  neigh- 
bour were  so  extensive  and  so  general, 
that    in    common    language  among  the 
French,  the  terms  *<Anglois"  and'«Crean- 
cier*  were  synonymous ;  and  when  a  man 
said  he  was  going  to  pay  an  Englishman, 
he  meant  generally  that  he  was  going  to 
pay  a  creditor,    bo  much  for  the  novelty 
of  the  pecuniary  situation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries.   As  to  the  argument  founded  on 
the  number  of  absentees,  which  he  under- 
stood had  been  used  in  another  place,  it 
was  really  the  last  thing  he  should  have 
expected  to  hear ;  the  removal  of  a  few 
families,  whether  for  luxury,  for  conveni- 
ence, or  for  economy,  could  not  in  the 
smallest    degree    aroect    this    question. 
There  was  a  striking  proof  of  this  in  the 
condition  of  Ireland.    The  absenteeship 
from  that  country  was,  no  doubt,  both 
morally  and  politically,  injurious:  but  if 
even  an  Irish  parliament,  not  the  first  po- 
litical economists  in  the  world,  had  been 
told  that  it  affected  their  finances,  they 
would  have  laughed  in  the  face  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  who    told 
them  so :  for  the  contrary  was  so  much 
the  fact,  that  during  the  period  when  ab- 
sentees were  most  numerous,  there  was  a 
remarkable  abundance   of  the   precious 
metals.    Then  as  to  the  bad  harvest,  that, 
he  supposed,  most  be  assumed  never  to 
have  nappened  before:  it  was  an  entirely 
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new  thnig  in  ajpricnltiiral  hisloiy :  it  was 
«nheard  of,  tiU  the  cash-payments  were 
•uspended;  otherwise,  he  could  not  see 
what  it  had  to  do  with  the  present  ques- 
tion*   But  it  was  alleged  that  the  Bank 
were  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to  re- 
sume their  payments  m  specie;  if  uo^  it 
was  rather  curious  that  they  should  have 
increased  their  issue  of  paper  to  such  an 
extent;  this  really  seemea  an  odd  prepa- 
iBtion  for  a  cash-payment.    But  the  fact 
was»  that  the  Banic  would  not  loie  by  re- 
suming payment  in  specie :  by  withdraw- 
ing the  precious  metals  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent from  other  countries,  a  demand  woufd 
be  raised  for  them  in  the  same  proportioui 
and  a  profitable  channel  would  be  ne- 
cessarily created   for   their  circulation* 
Though  only  10,000,000^.  might  be  with- 
drawn out  of  the  100,000,000/.  or  the 
50,000,0002.  of  gold,  which,  according  to 
different  persons,  were  said  to  be  the 
amount  of  the  circulation  in  Europe,  yet 
the  demand  for  the  sum  so  withdrawn, 
and  the  consequent  profit  on  its  re-issue 
would  of  course  be  in  proportion.    He 
would   not  say  that  this  cash-payment 
could  take  place  immediately ;  he  did  not 
believe  it  possible,  from  the  double  opera- 
tion pursued  by  the  Bank,  of  at  once  ex- 
lendmg  their  issues,  and  collecting  all  the 
gold  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  from 
the  continent ;  but  some  certainty  ought 
to  preyail  as  to  the  period  for  the  resump- 
tion ;  and  as  an  indispensable  preliminary 
step,  the  issue  of  psper  ought  to  be  limit- 
ed.   When  the  noole  earl  said  that  no 
inquiry  was  neceissary,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
collected, that  there  was  no  authentic  in- 
formation before  the  House,  whether  the 
Bank  in  their  issues  were  governed  by  the 
actual  demand  upon  them,  or  by  the  ad- 
vances required  by  government,  or  merely 
by  what  did  not  return  upon  their  hands. 
All  this  ought,  however,  to  be  known 
before    the  restriction   was    continued, 
which  assuredly  ought  not  to  take  place 
with  less  inquiry  than  was  bestowed  on  a 
tompike  or  canal  bill.    Before  he  dis- 
missed this  part  of  the  subject,  he  must 
refer  to  the  state  of  the  penid  laws  as  to 
forgery.    That  some  laws  were  necessary 
for  the  security  of  the  Bank  paper,  he  was 
not  prepared  lo  deny;  still  less  was  he 
prepared  to  admit  that  the  present  were 
the  most  effectual  for  that  object ;  and  he 
conjured  their  lordships  to  weigh  well 
that  awAil  increase,  ana  almost  necessity 
of  temptation,  which  the  present  system 
generated— «  temptation  which  persons, 


in  other  respects  ^rise  and  virtuous,  had 
not  been  able  to  resist— a  temptation 
which  at  every  moment  presented  itself  to 
the  poor  man  as  the  ready  mode  of  reliev- 
ing the  wants  of  himself  and  perhaps  of  a 
starving  family.    That  this  evil  was  refer- 
able to  the  papersystem  appeared  from  this 
—that  the  prosecutions  for  forgery  had  in* 
creased  in  an  uniform  ratio  since  the  Bank 
Restriction  act,  and  in  the  very  first  year 
the  increase  was  one  hundred.    Nor  was 
this  all  :.the  prosecutions  for  coinbffhad, 
since  the  same  act,  increased  nearly  m  the 
same  ratio,  being  in  three  years  more  than 
double  what  they  were  before.    He  knew 
not  to  what  causes  to  ascribe  this  evil, 
except  to  the  habits  of  immorality  conse* 
quent  upon  the  temptations  offered  by  the 
paper  system,  and  in  some  degree  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  silver  currency,  idiich 
was  also  referable  to  the  sisme  source. 
The  county  of  Lancaster,  which  had  been 
quoted  by  the  noble  earl  with  so  much 
triumph  on  account  of  its  resistance  to 
the  system  of  countr]^  banks,  might  also 
be  quoted  in  illustration  of  the  tempta- 
tions to  forgery  arising  out  of  the  owaic 
Restriction  act ;  for  on  account  of  the  ex- 
tensive transactions  in  that  county,  and 
its  distance  from  the  metropolis,  which 
rendered  the  chance  of  detection  less 
probable,  the  number  of  for]^ries  had 
been  immense,  and  the  loss  to  mdividuals 
had  been  conseauently  as  great  as  the  im- 
morality was  alarming.    As  to  the  new 
scheme  relative  to  country  banks,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  when  he  first  heard 
of  it,  he  was  disposed  to  approve  of  it ; 
but  fiurther  consideration  had  made  him 
alter  his  opinion.    This  plan  was  recom- 
mended on  two  grounds'—first,  as  a  pal- 
liative for  the  continuance  of  the  Bank 
restriction.    Now  in  this  point  of  view  it 
was  somewhat  curious,  that  the  remedy 
was  not  to  come  into  use  till  the  evil  had 
entirely  ceased;  for  as  it  was  said,  the 
Restriction  act  was  only  to  last  for  a  year, 
and  the  remedial  bill  was  not  to  take  eF< 
feet  till  1820,  surely  the  remedy  was  su- 
perfluous :  for  if  the  Restriction  act  were 
removed,  country  banks  would  at  once 
drop  with  it.    And  here  he  must  enter  bis 
protest    against    the  doctrine,  that    the 
country  bimks  which  had  failed,  had  failed 
on  account  of  the  agricultural  distress. 
The  noble  earl  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  in  Scotland  where  the  agricultural 
distress  was  greatest,  there  was  not  one 
fiiilure.    But  it  was  said,  secondly,  Uist 
the  meaaure  of  xeitraining  country  banks 
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to  the  issue  of  ootes  above  &L  woidd  check 
dangerous  aed  rumous  speculatioos.  For 
bis  own  part  he  did  not  tnink  90 :  the  large 
speculators  in  land,  whose  sdiemes  were 
bkely  to  affect  the  country  banker*  could 
not  have  much  to  do  with  small  notes.  It 
would  be  large  sums  that  he  would  bor* 
roWy  and  it  would  be  in  large  notes  that 
be  would  be  accommodated.  The  plan) 
in  his  opinion,  would  have  a  tendency  to 
take  these  banks  out  of  the  bands  of  land- 
holdersy  who  were  for  the  most  part  con- 
cerned in  them  at  present ;  nor  could  he 
see  any  other  advantage  likely  to  result 
from  ity  than  an  artificial  rise  in  the  funds 
••-41  rise*  which  was  no  more  a  proof  of 
wealth,  than  a  forced  colour  was  an  hidica- 
tion  of  healths  If  it  should  be  decided,  that 
die  Banic  restriction  ought  to  be  eonti* 
nned,  he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  continuance  of  the  paper  cir- 
ci^ioB  on  the  morals  of  the  people,  and 
on  the  criminal  law  of  the  country :  so  that 
if  nothing  else  were  done,  at  least  soaoe 
measures  might  be  adopted  whidi  should 
fender  liie  manufacture  of  bank  notes 
more  difficult,  and  consequently  diminidi 
the  temptation  to  a  crime  wbieh  was  visited 
by  such  heavy  punishment.  He  aas  per- 
fectly convinced  that  something  must  be 
done :  be  did  not  mean  to  say  that  lie  him- 
self was  acquainted  with  any  scientific 
plan  for  that  purpoie ;  but  be  had  reason 
to  believe  Chat  a  remedy  was  practicable; 
and  their  lordships  must  feel  how  desirable 
it  was,  to  relieve  the  community  from  the 
dreadful  operation  of  that  criminal  code 
from  which  judges  and  jury  now  shrunk 
with  equal  pain.  He  should,  tlierefore, 
think  it  necessary  to  bring  the  sobfeot 
before  their  lordships  at  some  seasonable 
opportunity. 

The  Earl  of  Hairraiahy  contended,  that 
nothing  that  had  been  urged  in  support  of 
the  motion  could  be  sufficient  to  induce 
the  House  to  believe,  in  opposition  to  the 
clear  and  explicit  statement  made  by  his 
noble  friend,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
government  at  any  time  to  make  the  re- 
striction of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  a 
part  of  the  permanent  system  of  the 
country.  It  might  be  convenient  to  con- 
tinue the  measure  for  another  year,  while 
the  exchanges  remained  in  their  present 
state,  tbou^  it  might  be  and  would  be 
highly  inexpedient  to  take  any  step,  that 
would  prevent  a  return  to  the  ancient  eir- 
cnlation.  The  noble  marquis  who  bad 
just  taken  his  seat,  had  adverted  to  the 
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injury  done  to  the  morals  of  the  cbonlry, 
as  well  as  to  the  melancholy  loss  of  hu- 
man life,  by  the  continuance  of  the  re> 
•triction.  fie  was  ready  to  aJlow  that  no 
expense  ought  to  be  spared  by  the  Bank 
to  prevent,  by  ingenious  expedients,  the 
forging  of  their  notes ;  but  it  should  he 
recollected,  that  if  the  prosecutions  for 
imitating  Bank  of  England  notes  had  been 
more  numerous  of  late  years,  prosecutions 
for  forging  the  current  coin  of  the  realm 
bad  also  increased*  Though  this  was  in 
itself  a  melancholy  consideration,  yet,  itt 
the  present  state  of  things,  it  did  not 
seem  easily  avoidable ;  for  to  diminish  the 
severity  of  the  punishment  would  mul- 
tiply Uie  instances  of  the  commission  of 
the  crime.  With  regard  to  the  continue 
ance  of  the  Bank  restriction,  there  seemed 
to  be  some  slight  discordance  between 
one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  mar* 
quis  and  another.  The  noble  marouis  ad- 
mitted, that  it  was  not  possible  to  oiscon* 
tinue  it,  and  yet  he  showed  from  the  io- 
stance  of  foreisn  states,  that  it  <m|^t  to 
be  discontinueo.  The  question  was  not 
now,  whether  the  restriction  should  or 
should  not  be  taken  off  at  any  future 
time,  but  whether  at  the  present  moment 
it  was  expedient  to  do  so*  He  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  it  ought  not. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  the  circula* 
tion  of  Bank  notes  was  osore  tiseful,  and 
when  the  danger  of  reducing  them  would 
be  so  great.  At  all  times  the  change 
most  be  difficult  and  delicate  ;  but  at  pre* 
sent  the  risk  that  would  be  incurred  ren« 
dered  it  impossible. 

Lord  Siamouth  wished  to  state  a  few 
fiicts  with  reference  to  one  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  marquis ;  but  in  the 
first  nlaoe,  he  desired  that  it  shoold  be 
clearly  understood  that  he  gave  his  hearty 
ooncuneoce  to  all  diat  h»a  been  said  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  as  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  every  encouragement  to 
ii^enuity  to  prevent  the  forging  of  Bank 
notes.  There  was  no  object  more  desir- 
able both  in  a  moral  and  in  apolitical  point 
of  view.  Considerable  mistakes  prevailed, 
however,  as  to  the  numbers  of  the  persons 
tried  and  executed  for  forging  bank  notes. 
By  a  return  on  the  table  it  appeared  that 
in  1806,  no  person  was  executed;  four 
wei«  execot^  in  1807;  two  in  1808; 
two  in  1809;  five  in  1810;  none  in  1811 ; 
seven  in  1812;  two  in  1813;  one  in  1814 ; 
thrae  in  1S15;  four  in  1816;  and  five  in 
1817*  During  the  thirteen  years  previous 
to  the  Bank  teMriotiQni  the  number  of 
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person!  prosecuted  for  forcing  bade  notes 
wasfoar;  butforforg:ingthe  current  coin 
808  persons  were  tried.  During  the 
twenty-one  years  since  the  passing  of  the 
Bank  restriction,  the  number  of  persons 
prosecuted  for  coining  (including  dollars 
and  tokens)  was  9,(^9,  and  for  forcing 
bank  notes  988 ;  so  that  the  prosecuuons 
by  the  Bank  did  not  amount  to  one*fourdi 
m  the  number  of  persons  prosecuted  for 
coining. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansd&mne  asked,  if 
those  prosecutions  included  persons  con* 
victed  of  having  forjB;ed  notes  in  their  pos- 
session, as  weU  as  tor  forgmg?«-The  an- 
swer was  in  the  alErmative. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  insisted,  that 
all  that  had  been  adranced  showed  still 
more  decisively  that  inquiry  was  necessary. 
Two  years  ago  it  was  solemnly  promised 
by  ministers,  that  the  restriction  should 
not  be  renewed.    Then  they  asked  for  one  | 
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jnear  more,  and  then  for  another,  engag- 
ing that  when  those  periods  hadexoired, 
cash  payments  should  oe  resumed.  Now, 
however,  the  restriction  was,  for  the  third 
time,  to  be  continued,  and  all  the  reasons 
that  bad  been  urged  in  its  favour  would 
equally  prevail  on  the  5th  of  July  1819. 
His  lordship  pressed  the  necessity  of  in- 
vestigation on  the  subject  of  exchanges, 
and  the  effect  of  foreign  loans,  contend- 
ing that  their  operation  had  been  much 
exaggerated. 

Tne  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday  f  April  20. 

Account  of  thb  Ikcomb  of  thb 
Royal  Dukes.]  Mr.  Arbuthnot  pre- 
sented the  following 

Retubn  of  all  IvcoxE  received  by  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Clamice,  Kent^ 
Cumberland,  Sussex,  and  Cambridge,  arising  %m  M ilitary,  Naval,  or  Civil  Appdntments, 
Pensions  or  other  Emoluments;  as  well  as  all  Grants  out  or  the  Admiralty  Droits 
made  to  them  since  the  year  1800. 

ANNUAL  INCOME. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Clabence,  £,     i.    d. 

Out  of  Consolidaled  Fund • 20f500    0    0 

As  Admiral  of  the  Fleet   ....«• i,095    0    0 

As  Ranger  of  Bushy  Park ;  which  is  appropriated  to  pay  the 

Fee»and  Claims  of  subordinate  Officers 187    9    8     £.    $.    d^ 

21,78«    9    8 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kekt, 

Out  of  Consolidated  Fund* 18,000    0    0 

As  Governor  of  Gibraltar^  with  Staff  Pay,  and  Contingent 

Allowanees 6,517  18    4 

As  Colonel  ofthe  Royal  Scotch  Regiment  of  Foot   613    9    0 

As  RanjBter  of  Hampton  Court  little  Park ;  which  is  ap* 

propriated  to  pay  the  Fees  and  Salaries  of  aubordinale 

Officers 


74    3    4 


35,905    4    8 


Hb  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cuiibebland, 

Out  of  Consolidated  Fund 18,000    0    0 

As  Colonel  of  15th  Regiment  of  Hussars 1,008  10  10 

19,008  10  10 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussbb,  — — 

Out  of  Consolidated  fund 18,000    O    0 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cam bbidoe. 

Out  of  Consolidated  Fund 18,000    0    0 

As  Colonel  of  the  Coldstream  Guards 882  15    7 


18,882  15    7 


Jfiif e.*—Deside  the  Incomes  derived  from  the  above-mentiotted  sources,  their 
Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  of  Kent,  Cumberbmd,  and  Cambridge, 
draw  some  emolument  from  the  allowance  for  dotbing  their  rsspec^ 
regtmenU;  but  the  amount  thereof  cannot  ba  stated,  as  it  fluctuates 
aocordingto  the  number  of  men  required  to  ba  dotbec^  the  station  on 
which  the  regiments  may  be  servmg,  and  the  prices  of  the  articles 
furmshed.  ^ 
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GRANTS  OUT  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY  DROITS. 
To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Clarevcb  •  •8th  April,  1806 


20»000    0    0 


£.    8.    d. 

To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  lOth  Oct.  1805  « 10,000    0    0 

8th April,  1806    ••••10,000    0    0 


20,000    0    0 


To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  14th  Oct.,  1805  15,000    0    0 

8th  Apr.,  1806    5,000    0    0 


To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  8th  April,  1806  •  •  •  •  • 
To  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  8th  April,  1806 


S0,000  0  0 
20,000  0  0 
20,000    0    0 


Note.— On  the  15th  Octoher,  1813,  the  sum  of  20,000/.  was  advanced  by 
way  of  loan  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  to  be  repaid 
by  quarterly  instalments  of  500/.  each ;  of  which  six  instalments  have 
been  repaid. 

On  the  14th  Jul^,  1806,  the  sum  of  6,000/.  was  advanced  by  way  of 
loan  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent;  of  which  two  instalments 
of  500/.  each  have  beenrepcud. 

Whitehall  Treatury  Chambers, } 


QOth  April,  1818. 

The  Budget.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
pressed his  regret,  that  what  he  had  to 
state  that  evenmg  should  cause  the  slight- 
est delay  in  any  other  proceeding  before 
the  House ;  but  he  wished  to  press  upon 
the  attention  of  the  committee  a  subject 
of  peculiar  importance,  and  hon.  gentle- 
men roust  be  aware,  that  whenever  pecu- 
niary transactions  had  taken  place  between 
the  government  and  individuals  it  had 
always  been  deemed  proper,  in  order  to 
avoia  all  risk,  and  to  prevent  all  misap- 
prehension, to  submit  a  statement  of  them 
to  parliament  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was, 
therefore,  the  practice  to  allow  the  consi- 
deration of  a  loan  to  take  precedence  of 
all  other  business.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  should  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  while  he  made  a  statement 
to  them  of  the  highly  favourable  terms  on 
which  a  bargain  had  been  arranged  for  a 
very  large  sum  of  money ;  and  which, 
although  not  completely  carried  into 
effect,  was  ^o  within  the  comparatively 
small  sum  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds.  But  even  this  slight  defi- 
ciency was  in  such  progress  of  fulfilment, 
that  he  should  be  wanting  in  justice  to 
the  subscribers  and  to  the  public  if  he  did 
not  take  this  early  opportunity  of  calling 
for  the  approbation  of  the  committee,  and 
for  their  sanction  to  the  terms  on  which 
the  transaction  bad  been  arranged.    Be- 


C.  Ajlbuthnot. 


fore,  however,  he  proceeded  to  detail 
those  terms,  it  might  be  expected  from 
him  that  he  should  enter  into  that  general 
statement  of  the  financial  operations  for  the 
year  with  which  it  was  usual  to  accompany 
the  communication  of  the  most  important 
financial  measure  for  the  session.  It  was  his 
intention  briefly  to  do  this ;  although  he 
was  sensible  that  he  should  address  the 
committee  to  some  disadvantage,  because 
the  papers  containing  the  annual  accounta 
of  the  year  had  not  been  presented,  and 
therefore  gentlemen  woulci  not  be  able 
immediately  to  verify  his  statements,  or 
to  obtain  that  full  information  which  they 
would  have  possessed  had  the  subject 
been  brought  forward  at  a  later  period  of 
the  session.  But  as  those  accounts  would 
soon  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
any  hon.  gentleman,  in  the  future  stages- 
of  the  proceeding  that  might  arise  out  of 
the  propositions  of  that  evening,  would 
enjoy  an  ample  opportunity  of  supplying 
any  deficiency  that  might  appear  in  his 
(the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's)  com* 
munications,  and  of  making  any  farther 
observations  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  might  seem  to  require.  Notwith- 
standing therefore,  the  absence  of  the 
accounts  to  which  he  had  alluded,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  make  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  financial  situation  of  the 
country.*— It  must  be  recollected  that  the 
sums  for  nearly  all  the  operations  of  the 
year  had  already  been  voted,  so  that  he 
could  now  state  the  amount  of  the  supply 
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and  the  wAyt  and  memi  of  the  jreftr, 
with  hat  few  exceptioni.  The  committee 
were  aware  that  they  had  already  voted 
the  nayy  ettimates,  the  army  estimatet 
(with  the  exception  of  the  barracksy  the 
commisflariaty  asd  the  extraordinariea^and 
the  ordaance  estimates ;  and  a  consiaera* 
ble  progress  had  been  made  in  the  mis* 
ceilaoeotts  estimates*  although  some  items 
attU  remdioed  to  be  granted.  By  referring 
to  the  votes,  the  committee  would  find  the 
sums  that  had  already  been  granted.  The 
sum  intended  for  the  army  extraordinaries 
was  1,400,000^ ;  the  particulars  of  which 
would  on  a  future  day  be  submitted  to 
the  committee*  The  votes  which  had  al- 
ready passed  for  the  army,  added  to  this 
sum  which  it  was  proposed  to  vote  for  the 
extraordinaries,  would  make  a  total  for 
the  army  in  the  present  year  (exclusively 
of  the  troops  in  France)  of  8,97O,0002. 
Last  year  the  vote  for  the  army  had  been 
9,412,573/.  In  both  cases  were  included 
the  expenses  of  the  disembodied  militia, 
whieh  had  not  been  voted  last  year  until 
a  late  period  of  the  session,  but  in  this  had 
been  added  to  the  general  vote  for  army 
eervioes  in  the  committee.— The  sum 
voted  for  Uie  navy  last  year  was 
7,596,022/.  In  the  present  year  it  was 
6,456,800/«  The  expense  of  ordnance  in 
the  present  year,  includiDg  the  naval 
ordnance,  which  had  formerly  been  voted 
under  the  bead  of  navy  but  which  he 
thought  best  to  refer  to  the  general  head 
of  oninance,  was  1,245,600/.  Last  year 
it  was  1,270,690/.  The  miscellaneous 
estimates  in  the  present  year  were 
1,720,000/. ;  in  which  nowever  he  of  course 
did  not  indude  the  sum  of  1,000,000/. 
granted  for  the  building  of  new  churches 
and  chapels«  He  had  thought  it  best  not 
to  include  that  sum  in  the  accounts  of  the 
year,  as  exchequer  bilk  were  to  be  issued 
tor  the  specific  purpose  of  providing  for  it. 
In  the  miscellaneous  estimates,  however, 
was  included  the  vote  of  100,000/.  for  the 
augmentation  of  small  livings*  Last  year 
the  miscellaneous  estimates  amounted  to 
l,795,000f.— The  total  of  the  supply, 
therefore,  under  the  various  heads  which 
he  had  enumerated  was  18,392,400/.  Last 
year  it  had  been  20,074,091/.^To  this 
sum  of  18,892,400/.  were  to  be  added 
2flO0fi0OL  for  the  interest  of  exchequer 
bflls,  and  a  sinking  fund  on  them  of 
560,0002.;  making  the  grand  total  of 
supply  20,952,400/.  That  for  the  last 
year  was  22,304,091/.— He  thought  it 
very  probable  that  in  consequence  of  the 
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arratogement  that  had  been  made  for 
funding  a  large  proportion  of  the  out- 
staading  exchequer  bills,  there  might  be  a 
saving  upon  the  interest ;  but  it  must  be 
recollected  that,  whether  that  should  turn 
out  so  or  not,  provision  had  already  been 
made,  for  them.  In  addition  however 
to  the  regular  services  which  he  had 
mentioned,  there  were  some  few  items  of 
expenditure,  already  voted  by  parliament/ 
that  remained  to  be  provided  for.  The 
first  was  the  grant  of  725,681/.  12«.  Sd. 
for  fortifications  in  the  Netherlands,  in 
pursuanoe  of  the  treaty  of  1815 ;  but  it 
was  not  intended  to  propose  any  addition 
to  the.  burthens  of  the  country  on  that 
account,  as  the  expense  was  to  be  de- 
frayed out  of  the  French  contributions  in 
the  hands  of  the-  commissioners.  The 
second  item  was  the  sum  of  •  400,000/., 
which  had  been  voted  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  treaty  wi|h  Spain  for  the 
abolitton  of  the  Slave  trade.  Another  ex- 
traordinary item  was  259,686/^,  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  the  ways  and  means  of 
last  year— not  arising  out  of  any  failure 
of  the  ways  and  means  themselves,  but 
from  the  eircurosti^nce  of  the  vote  for  the 
charge  of  disen^odied  militia,  to  the 
amount  of  300^000/.,  which  took  place 
last  session  after  the  other  supplies  had 
been  voted,  and  the  ways  and  means  pro- 
vided. This  charge  had  formerly  been 
paid  out  of  the  land  tax,  in  the  nature  of 
an  anticipatioh  of  the  payments  into  the 
excheouer ;  but  it  had  been  thought  that 
it  would  be  more  regular  to  vote  it  in  the 
committee  of  supply,  that  in  common 
with  the  other  e»peoses  of  the  country; 
it  might  be  brought  more  distinctly  before 
parliament.  The  deficiency  which  was 
now  to  be  voted,  was  the  difference  between 
the  sum  of  300,000/.  voted  for  the  purpose 
he  had  already  described,  and  the  small 
excess  of  the  ways  and  means  of  last  year 
above  their  estimated  amount.  These 
two  extraordinary  payments  whieh  were 
this  year  to  be  provided  for,  amounted  to 
659,686/.,  which  added  to  the  regular 
supplies  for  the  service  of  the  year,  made 
21,011,000/.— He  should  now  briefly 
state  the  manner  in  which  he  proposed  to 
provide  for  this  sum.  In  the  first  plaoe 
there  was  the  vote  of  3,000,000/.  on  the 
annual  taxes,  which  it  was  unnecessary  to 
explain,  as  the  same  vote  was  proposed 
yearly.  The  next  sum  was  3,500,000/. 
on  those  excise  duties  which  by  law  were 
cootmued  till  1821.  It  would  be  found> 
by  reference  to  the  accounts,  that  in  the 
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year  endbag  the  5th  of  April  1818,  those 
duties  prmhioed  only  S,184<,950»  But 
from  the  state  of  progresfiTe  improTe* 
nent  in  which  they  now  w«re,  there  was 
A  fair  prospect  that  withia  the  year  1818 
they  would  prodsee  three  millions  and  a 
half.  The  next  item  was  the  usual  aum 
of  £50,000/.  by  way  of  lottenr.  The  sale 
of  old  ttaval  stores  it  was  aatimated  would 
produce  a  similar  siAn.  In  1817  it  would 
lye  seeti  that  they  prodaced  400^006/.; 
bat  h  #a8  obvious  that  the  sum  produced 
from  Chat  source,  ibust  dimintih  with  the 
duhitiob  of  peace.  In  the  preaeat  year 
the  commissiooers  of  the  navy  Kaye  cal- 
culated the  produce  at  250,000/.  This 
aum  was  of  course  but  a  eoDJectuml 
cstiroat^^  though  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  it  had  not  been  taken  too 
liighly.  The  next  kefm  arose  from  aoue 
considerable  arrears  to  be  received  On  the 

{roperty  tax.  In  the  last  year  l>i5^64^. 
ad  been  received  from  that  source.  Still 
850,000f*  remained  to  be  collected,  of 
which  it  was  calculated  that  ^out  2SOfiO0i. 
ivould  probably  be  received  in  the  present 
yean  There  was  also  a  sum  of  21^448^, 
avrshig  from  the  profits  resulting  from  the 
loan  of  l,000)OdM.  of  exchequer  bills 
jgtmited  last  year,  to  promote  pdiKc 
works  and  for  tlve  general  employment  of 
llie  poor ;  which  profits  the  cociraiissiaaers 
for  managing  that  loan  had  already  paid 
Into  the  'exchequer ;  and  much  more  was 
%xpec«ed  to  be  retunted  in  the  courae  of 
^le  ctfrrent  year.  ThetotalamDont,  there^ 
i&te^  of  what  roigKt  be  calkd  the  reacfy 
HMoey  of  the  wtm  and  means,  was 
7,^1,448/.  He  did  not  this  year  mean 
to  take  oredft  fer  any  suif^os  oa  tbe  eoa- 
aoHdafted  Aind ;  lor  although  he  had  no 
lioabt  that  there  would  be  a  carand^td>le 
warplus,  yet  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
be  more  ahan  sufficient  to  replace  the 
deficiencies  of  the  income  of  that  fund  in 
former  years.  'Rioae  arreara  however 
would  this  year  be  discharged,  aad  in  the 
next  year  He  hoped  a  very  considerable 
aom  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  pariia- 
vnent,  from  the  surplus  of  diat  fund. — 
t^omparing  the  sum  of  7,^1,448^.,  which 
be  had  already  described  as  the  ready 
vioney  of  the  ways  aad  means,  with  the 
a«tn  of  81,01 1,000/.,  which  be  had  stated 
aa  be  the  total  amount  of  the  eoppliea,  it 
Would  appear  that  there  was  a  sum  of 
about  14,000,000/.  to  be  provided  for,  for 
the  service  of  the  year.  With  a  view  to 
provide  lor  this  sum  of  14,000,(I00L,  and 
ako4e  aifect  a  considarable  redbalioa  of 
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our  nniimded  debt,  aomisterB  faadnsohned 
to  enter  into  the  arrangoments  wlueh  it 
was  now  his  duty  to  explain  to  the  com- 
mittee.   In  the  first  place  it  would  be 
necessary  that  he  should  state  the  objects 
which  government  had  in  view  in  mese 
arrangements ;  the  principal  of  which  was» 
by  funding  a  certain  portion  of  exchequer 
bills,  to  efiect  a  considerable  reduction  in 
the  nnfimded  debt*    The  committee  must 
be  aware  that  it  was  always  usual  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  after  a  peace,  of 
funding  a  great  part  of  the  floatiiig  debt, 
which  never  failed  to  accumulate  in  time 
of  war.    There  was  no  doubt,  an  unusual 
amount  of  this  debt  at  present,'  whi^ 
government  had  been  naturally  anxious  to 
reduce  as  soon  as  circumstances  might 
favour  the  operation,  but  respecting  which, 
it  had  not  until  that  time  been  deemed 
advisable  to  take  any  step.    It  might  be 
recollected,  although  perhaps  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  any  great  consequence,  that  in 
1816  he  had  given  a  soit  of  notice  of  hia 
intention  after  the  expiration  of  two  jreiRS 
of  peace,  to  propose  the  funding  of  a 
certain  amount  of  exchequer  biUs.    If 
the  state  of  our  finances  had  not  been  a* 
^vourable  as  to  warrant  the  execution  of* 
bis  intended  plan,  he  should  certainly  not 
iwve  considered  himself  bound  to   act 
according  to  the  notice  he  had  alluded 
lo;  but  he  had  the  satisfaction  toaay,  not 
only  that  the  expectations  whnch  be  enters 
tained  in  1816  were  realised,  but  that  he 
was  enaUed  to  do  Aiuch  more  than  he  had 
at  that  time  led  the  House  to  expect,  or  to 
hope.    It  was  a  fact,  that  although  the 
unfunded  debt  had  int^eaaed  to  a  great 
degree  since  the  peace,  that  aceumulatioii 
was  not  productive  df  any  detriment  or  aa- 
oonvenieoce  to  the  country ;  but  still  it 
was  not  deemed  conaistent  with  aouod 
psAicy,  or  with  the  financial  prindplea 
which  bad  ^ways  regulated  the  coadoet^f 
the  British  government,  to  allow  such  all 
accumulation  to  contiaue,  much  less  to 
increase.    The  considerable  addition  to 
our  vafunded  debt  within  the  last  two 
ycaia^^HBrnounting  to  no  less  a  sam  thah 
18,000/X)0/.,  was  notoriously  the  inevi- 
table result  of  the  decision  of  timt  Houae^ 
to  put  an  end  to  the  tax  an  property. 
But  although  (as  he  had  already  said)  no 
public  inconvenieace  was  oecasioneo  b^ 
the  amount  of  our  oaluBded  debt^  stSI  it 
was  thought  inexpedient  fiuther  to  pao« 
long  the  existence  of  such  a  debt  as  fifty 
or  sixty  mlllioas ;  because,  in  the  event  oif 
any  pubbc  alarm  or  danger,  of  nUdii  how^ 
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€vtr,  lie  had  no  t^rdbaiMoii,  the  exitleiioe 
of  euch  a  debt  mi'i^  be  productive  of  aeri- 
oui  nischief.    Irudent  minMten,  finding 
the  atate  of  the  fiindi»  with  thegeneral  oir* 
Gumttaocea  of  the  country  favourable  for 
the  purpose— finding  also,  that  there  was 
a  gr«at  overfiow  of  money  in  the  market* 
would  certainly  consider  tne  present  as  an 
advantageous  moment  at  which  to  reduce 
the  floating  debt.    He  pal  it  to  the  com- 
asittee  whether  it  was   probable  that  a 
more  favourable   opportunity  than   this 
would  present  itself?    The  funds  might 
andnrobably  would  be  higher;  but  that 
-coulci  not  be  expected  at  any  early  period 
•to  afford  the  means  of  making  a  more  bov 
neficial  arrangement  than  that  which  he 
was  about  to  show  had  been  concluded* 
By  this  arrangement  the   expectations 
which  he  held  out  in  1816  had  been  mora 
than  fulfilled.    There  were  some  persons 
BO  doubt  who  had  objected  to  the  increase 
of  the  unfunded  debt  since  the  conclusion 
of  peace;  vbut  he  was  always  of  opinion, 
that  such  increase  was  much  preferable  to 
theoontractioaof  aloan*  The  committee 
might  perhapa  do  him  the  honour  to  re* 
cofiect  the  oninion  which  he  had  express- 
.ed  on  this  subject  in  1816.    At  that  time 
he  asserted  the  policy  of  rather  issuing 
oxchequet  bilb  to  meet  the  exigencies  m 
the  jrear,  than  of  borrowing  money  or 
contraottng  any  loan ;  and  he  stated  that, 
besides  the  saving  of  interest  in  Ute  bar* 
.gain  he  bad  made  with  the  Bank,  if  the  sum 
then  raised  by  exchequer  bills  should  be 
repaid  by  some  future  loan,  the  saving  to 
the  public  might  be  considerable.    On 
the  ssme  occasion,  he  had  expressed  his 
Minion  of  the  expediency  of  funding  ex- 
chequer bills  whenever  the  S  per  cents 
ahottld  rise  to  seven^.five.    They  were 
now  at  eighty.    Time  therefore  he  was 
glad  to  say  Kad  justified  his  opinion ;  for 
no  less  than  two  millions   were  saved 
within  two  years  to  the  country  by  pre- 
ferring tile  issue  of  exchequer  buls  to  the 
contraction  of  any  loan,  and  it  was  now 
proposed  to  fund  twenty-seven  millions  of 
those  bills,  an  amouat  much  larger  than 
he  had  anticipated.    But,  were  the  whole 
of   the   outstanding   bills,   beyond   like 
amount  which  it  must  be  considered  as 
desirable  to  keep  outstanding  during  peace 
landed  at  once,  he  had  the  satisfkction  to 
aay,  that  no  addition  would  be  made  to 
the  capital  of  the  national  debt  beyond 
that  at  which  it  stood  at  the  conclusion  cf 
the  war.    For  gentlemen   were  perhaps 
not  aware  of  the  pr^geesa  that  had  been 


flsade  by  the  sinking  fond   during   tho 
peace.  Such  had  been  the  progress  of  thai 
fund  that  no  less  than  50,000»(XM.  of  oapi* 
tal  stock  had  been  reduced  by  it  since  No? 
vember  1815 ;— he  meant  that  the  amount 
of  the  debt  on  the  ist  of  November  1815 
was  5Q,O0O,00tf.  higher  than  it  was  at  the 
moment  he  was  speaking.    This  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt  to  so  greot  an  amount 
must  have  had  the  effect  of  clearing  the 
market  of  stock,  and  of  removing  the  app 
prehensions  arising   firom  so  great   an 
annual  expenditure«-^By  the  quantity  of 
unfunded  debt  which  it  was  now  proposed 
to  fbnd,  he  hoped  the  money  market  and 
the  public  cvedit  would  be  so  much  im* 
provedi  as  to  lead  to  very  important  ulte* 
nor  eoosequeoces«.-he  meant  to  the  re^ 
duction  of  the  four  and  five  per  cents.  Ho 
entertained  a  hope  that  the  accomplish* 
meat  of  this  desirable  ohtect  might  bo 
looked  for  at  no  very  distant  period, 
8uoh  indeed  was  tho  improved  state  of 
the  money  market,  that  although  it  migb^ 
not  be  expedient  to  propose  such  a  ror 
duction  within  the  present  year,  it  might 
he  thought,  be   confidently  looked   for 
within  the  next  session.    But  be  did  not 
altogether  despair  of  being  able  to  bring 
forward  such    a  measure  even    withio 
the   present  session.    He   should   now 
state  the  principle  on  which  the  pre- 
sent plan  was  founded*    The  object  of 
roinistem   had  been   to  raise  a    consi- 
derable sum  of  money  for  the  service 
of  the  year  without  increasing  the  nomine) 
capital  of  the  debt,  by  creating  out  of  the 
3  per  cent  stock  a  stock  which  should 
bear  the  interest  of  S^  per  cent ;   while 
the  existence  of  such  a  stock  would  na- 
turally serve  to  facilitate  the  reduction  of 
the  i  and  5  per  cents;   for  the  S^  per 
cents  would  nse  to  par  sooner  than  the  9 
per  cents;  and  if  the  holders  of  the  5  per 
cents  were  to  be  reduced  to  4  per  centt 
instead  of  this  8}  stock,  tliere  might  be 
an  apprehension  entertained  by  them  that 
they  would  be  eventually  reduced  to  8» 
which  by  Uie  terms  of  the  contract  for  the 
creation  of  the  H  per  cent  stock  they 
were  seoure  from  for  10  years.    On  those 
grounds  he  looked  to  the  new  stock  aa 
the  meana  of  affording  great  facilities  for 
the  reduction  of  the  four  and  five  per 
cents;  while  the  creation  of  that  slock 
produoed  no  addition  to  the  nominal  ca- 
pital of  the  debt.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
new  stock  shoidd  consist  or  27,OOQ,0(XV«, 
by  which  tho  auas  of  SjQOOfiQOL  would  he 
raised  fo  tho  public  serviooi  by  the  pajh 
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ment  of  11  per  cent,  on  the  sum  trans- 
ferred EB  a  compensation  for  the  difference 
of  value  between  a  3^  and  a  S  per  cent, 
fund.    It  was  also  proposed  to  fund  ex- 
chequer bills  to  the  amount  of  ^^flOOfiOOL 
The  terms  had  already  been  before  the 
public.    The  subscriber  would   have  to 
pay  1 1/.  for  ev^y  100/.  stock,  transferred 
from  the  8  per  cent  into  the  S^  per  cent 
stock.     The  actual  difference  considered 
in  the  light  of  an  annuity  between  the  S 
and  the  Sr|  per  cent  funds  would  have  been 
when  the  offer  was  made  13  per  cent; 
that  was  supposing  the  price  to  be  78.    In 
this  offer  a  fair  and  free  bonus  was  held 
out  of  two  per  cent ;  but  were  it  not  for 
the  protection  to  be  afforded  to  the  3f  per 
cents  by  the  purchases  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  the  difference  would  indeed  be  ex- 
tremely small.    The  public  would  be  a 
^iner     on     the    whole    transaction    of 
3,000,000/.  He  had  also  been  encouraged 
to  make   the  present  experiment,  from 
the  success  of  an  arrangement  sanctioned 
by  parliament  last  year  for  legalisine  the 
transfer  of  3  per  cent  stock  into  the  Iridi 
Si  per  cents,  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  seventh 
of  the  capital  so  transferred.    This  plan 
iiad  been  acted    on  last  autumn  to  the 
amount  of  half  a  nNllion ;  a  material  sum 
considering  the  circumstances  of  Ireland. 
But  such  transfer  manifesting  the  willing- 
ness of  stockholders  to  avail  themselves 
4>f  a   proposition  for  the  investment  of 
money  in  a  S{  per  cent  fund,  and  the 
Irish  proprietors  m  the  British  stocks  so 
promptly  making  the  transfer  with  the 
view  of  having  their  interest  paid  to  them 
,in  Dublin,  it  struck  his  mind  that  other 
holders   of  the   3   per  cents  might  be 
equally  ready  to  seek  an  advanced  in- 
terest on  their  capita}  in  London.    Hence 
4he   present    plan  was  brought  forward. 
In  the  original  notice  at  the  Bank,  it  had 
only    been    staited    that   a  subscripUon 
would  be  opened  for  raising  a  part  of  the 
supply  of  the  year,  and  it  was  proposed 
4hat  the  parties  transferring  their  stock 
ahould  have  the  option  of  funding  exche- 
quer bills  to  the  extent  of  double  the 
amount  of  the  money  to  be  paid  as  the 
consideration  for  the  exchange  of  3  per 
cenu  into  a  S{  per  cent  stock.  Under  tnis 
plan  6,000,00(V.  of  stock  had  been  sub- 
scribed for  transfer  withb  the  first  three 
days. 

After  this  time  a  farther  opportunity 
was  offered  by  the  second  notice  for 
iiindiDg  e^Echeqqer  bills  to.the  amount  of 
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a  aum  equal  to  the  stock  transferred* 
This  was  so  much  approved  of  that  nearly 
the  whole  sum  had  been  raised  at  the 
time  he  was  speaking,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  of  its  speedy  completion.  The  ad* 
dition  to  the  funded  debt  in  consequenco 
of  tlie  propositions  which  he  had  to  sub- 
mit would  be  about  34,900,000/.  of  stocky 
which  however  would  only  produce  an 
augmentation  of  the  nominal  capital  of 
the  public  debt  beyond  the  money  actually 
raised  to  the  amount  of  between  four  and 
five  millions,  being  the  difference  between 
the  above  sum  of  34,900,000/.  and  that  of 
30,270,000/.  either  of  money  to  be  paid 
in,  or  of  unfunded  debt  reduced.  Ac* 
cording  to  the  last  intelligence  from  Ire-* 
land,  he  understood  that  the  price  of  3( 
per  cents  in  that  country  was  93 ;  which 
bore  a  full  comparative  proportion  to  the 
£nglish  3  per  cents.  Apprehensions  had 
been  expressed,  that .  the  new  stock  was 
not  likely  to  be  so  marketable,  and  there- 
fore that  it  would  sink  in  value.  But  it 
would  be  recollected,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  redemption 
of  the  national  debt,  to  apply  the  sinking 
fund  to  that  stock  which  could  be  had  on 
the  best  terms,  and  that  it  was  therefore  in 
the  power  of  those  commissioners  always 
to  maintain  the  new  stock  in  its  relative 
proportion.  They  had  indeed  such  a 
command  in  the  money  market  as  would 
enable  them  effectually  to  guard  against 
any  undue  depreciation  of  the  new  stock* 
In  order  to  put  the  committee  in  more 
complete  possession  of  his  plan,  he  would 
read  it  to  them  in  its  detailed  form : — [$9e 
oppotUe}. 

The  committee  would  observe  that  the 
rate  of  interest  was  lower  than  could  have 
been  expected  at  the  termination  of  an 
expensive  war,  and  under  all  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
This  interest  it  was  proposed  to  provide 
for  by  cancelling  stock  according  to  the 
act  of  1813.  If  the  committee  would 
compare  the  terms  on  which  1 1  millions 
of  naval  exchequer  bills  were  funded  in 
1785  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  the  present  plan, 
the  difierence  in  favour  of  the  latter  would 
be  immediately  seen.  The  funds  were 
only  at  5S  in  1785,  which  was  a  period  of 
peace;  but  by  the  operation  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  which  had  enabled  the  country 
to  make  such  extraordinary  efforts  in  the 
late  war,  the  funds  were  at  57  even  at  the 
close  of  that  war,  and  they  were  now  as 
high  as  80.  With  thu  fact  before  the 
committee  and  the  publici  every  man 
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most  see  that  no  doubt  could  b6  enter- 
tained of  the  succeM  of  the  new  stock. 
Of  that  success  those  most  interested  and 
most  competent  to  judge  were  already 
fully  assured.  Some  doubt  he  understood 
had  been  expressed  whether  the  holdeia 
of  exchequer  bills  would  be  willing  to 
fund  them  on  the  terms  proposed ;  but 
he  apprehended  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  such  doubt ;  first,  because  it  was  for 
the  advantage  of  those  holders  to  sub- 
scribe, and  secondly,  because  be  never 
remembered  an  instance  in  which  sub* 
scribers  had  declined  lo  perform  the  op- 
tional part  of  their  engagement. — Advert- 
ing to  the  act  of  181S,  and  reverting  to 
the  charge  of  interest,  he  observed,  that 
it  was  his  intention  lo  propose  that  that 
charge  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
sinking  fund.  This  proposition,  however, 
he  meant  to  bring  forward  on  another  day» 
taking  care  to  provide  that  no  reduction 
of  the  sinking  fund  should  take  place 
within  the  present  year.  The  committee 
would  remember  that  by  the  act  of  1813 
it  was  provided  that  there  should  be  a 
reserved  sum  of  100  millions  of  stock  in 
the  bands  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt  for  cei^ 
tain  purposes,  and  he  was  happy  to  nj^ 
that  of  that  sum  about  90,000,000/.  had 
already  been  provided.  A  sum  of 
84,000,000/.  bad  indeed  already  been  ad- 
vertised in  the  Gazette.  The  charge  of 
interest  upon  this  occasion,  or  any  other 
charge  to  be  imposed  upon  the  sinking 
fund,  he  proposed  to  have  defrayed  in 
such  a  manner,  as  not  to  reduce  the  pre- 
sent amount  of  the  fund  in  the  hands  of 
the  commissioners.  To  the  reduction  of 
that  fund,  he  was  indeed  by  no  means 
disposed  to  assent ;  and  therefore  bis  pur* 
pose  was,  that  the  after-purchases  or  the 
commissioners  should  be  employed  to  de- 
fray those  charges.  But  he  would  not 
enter  further  into  that  subject  at  present, 
for  that  would  be  to  anticipate  the  dia* 
cussion  of  a  future  day.  Reverting  to 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue,  he  ob- 
served, that  it  afforded  a  most  gnrti^ing 
reflection.  That  improvement  was  indeed 
such  in  the  excise,  from  which  the  condi- 
tion and  consumption  of  the  people  might 
best  be  estimated,  that  the  receipt  of  the 
last  quarter,  compared  with  the  corret* 
pondmg  quarter  of  last  year,  was  improved 
more  than  10  per  cent,  the  increase  having 
been  509,750(.  on  a  revenue  of  4,640^0001. 
The  excise  war  duty  of  the  laat  quarter 
exceeded  in  amount  the  coira^oodiBg 
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<}uarter  oi  the  last  year  bjr  near  9O,00OL 
r^or  were  the  cuttoma  duties  less  promis- 
ing in  their  appearance  than  those  of  the 
excise.  There  was  one  ciroumstanoewith 
respect  to  them  to  which  it  was  aeeea- 
aary  the  committee  should  refer  the  forra- 
iag  their  estimate  of  that  branch  of  the 
revenue.  In  consequence  of  the  additional 
duty  of  3«.  a  cwt.  to  be  paid  on  sugar  after 
the  5th  of  January  1818,  a  larger  portion 
of  the  sugar  duties  had  been  paid  in  anti- 
cipation; so  that,  in  the  quarter  be* 
fore  the  last,  five  or  six  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  had  been  paid  of  those  duties 
which,  in  the  fair  routine  of  the  revenue, 
would  have  been  paid  In  the  last  quarter. 
Nevertheless,  the  amount  of  the  customs 
duties  of  that  last  quarter  exceeded  by 
above  90,000/.  that  of  the  corresponding 
Quarter,  and  might  have  been  expected,  tf 
tnis  circumstance  had  not  taken  ]^ace»  to 
have  exceeded  it  by  six  or  seven  nundred 
thousand  pounds.  Calculatiiigondl  these 
circumstances,  and  looking  at  the  general 
improvement  in  the  commerce  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country  (of which  the  com- 
mttee  must  themselves  be  perfectly  aware) 
it  was  impossible  not  to  anticipate,  that  so 
large  an  increase  would  take  place  in  the 
revenue  before  the  close  of  the  vear,  as  to 
add  cpnsiderabl^  to  the  consolidated  fund. 
It  was  not  his  intention,  however  (as  he 
had  already  stated),  to  call  on  parlia- 
ment for  any  grant  from  the  consolidated 
fund  in  the  present  year :  but  next  ^ear 
he  hoped,  tnat  a  considerable  sum  might 
become  available  frbm  it  for  the  public 
service.  For  the  charges  thrown  on  the 
consolidated  Aind  this  year,  he  should  pro- 
pose no  new  taxes.  He  would  at  all  events 
abstain  from  doing  so  till  next  year,  and  in 
the  interim,  he  hoped  the  circumstances  of 
the  year  or  the  consequences  of  the  great 
measure  now  submitted  to  the  committee, 
would  furnish  the  means  of  providing  for 
them  in  a  manner  the  most  satisfactory  to 
the  puUie.  —The  right  hon.  ^ntleamn 
ooncuidedby  moving  the  following  Reso- 
lutions: 

1.  **  That,  towards  raising  the  supplv  grant- 
^  to  bis  majesty,  every  person  who  smdl,  on 
or  before  the  a4th  of  April  1818.  have  sub- 
scribed bis  name  in  the  books  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Enaland,  for 
the  purpose  of  converting  not  less  than 
HfiOOl  capital  stock  in  the  Si.  per  cent,  con- 
solidated, or  3  per  cent  reduced  annuities,  into 
annuities  at  the  rate  of  3/.  lOt .  per  cent  per 
annum,  shall  upon  the  transfer  of  such  3/. 
per  oenS  annuities  to  the  account  of  the  com* 
mmmm  bt  Ibeieductsm  of  the 
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Debt,  and  upon  payment  to  the  chief  cashier 
or  cashiers  of  the  eovemor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  at  the  times  hereafter 
mentioned,  of  the  sum  of  11/.  in  money  for 
every  100/.  of  the  said  annuities,  be  snUtled 
to  100/.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  lOt. 
per  cent  per  annum,  which  annuities  shall  be 
charged  upon  the  consolidated  fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  shall  be  payable  half  yearly  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  the  lOth 
of  October,  and  shall  be  transferable  in  the 
books  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England;  and  the  whole  of  the  mo- 
ney to  arise  from  the  payment  of  11/.  on  each 
100/.,  3/.  per  cent  consolidated  or  reduced 
annuities  to  be  subscribed,  or  to  be  transferred 
as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
3,000,000/. 

**  That  eveiy  person  subscribing  3/.  per 
cent  consolidated  or  reduced  annuities,  into 
annuities  bearine  interest  at  the  rate  of  3/. 
10c.  per  cent  shall  transfer  the  amount  of  3/. 
per  cent  annuities  subscribed  to  the  account 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt,  atthe&tiowing  times,  viz.; 
every  person  subscribing  9,000/.  and  less  than 
50,000/.  of  such  annuities,  shall  transfer  15/. 
per  cent  thereof  to  the  said  commissioners  on 
any  day  between  the  38th  day  of  April,  and 
the  4th  day  of  May  1818,  on  which  the  books 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  shall  be  open  fur  making  transfers, 
and  the  remaining  85/.  per  cent  on  or  before 
the  2d  day  of  June  1818 ;  and  every  person 
subscribing  50,000/.  and  upwards  of  such  an- 
nuities, shall  transfer  15/.  per  cent  thereof  on 
the  98th  or  90th  of  this  instant  April,  and  th« 
remaining  85/.  per  cent  on  or  before  the  STth 
of  November  next. 

''That  the  said  sum  of  11/.  in  money  for 
every  100/.  of  3  per  cent  consolidated  or  re- 
duced annuities  so  subscribed  to  be  transferred 
to  the  account  of  the  commissioners  fbr  the 
reduction  of  the  National  Debt  shall  be  paid 
to  the  chief  cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  gover- 
nor and  company  of  the  Bank  of  EnKland,  oo 
or  before  the  days  and  times  herealter  men- 
tioned, viz. ;  1/.  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  by 
way  of  a  deposit,  and  as  a  security  for  making 
the  further  payments.  1/.  on  or  before  the 
19th  of  June  1818,  1/.  ou  or  before  the  34th 
of  July,  1/.  on  or  before  the  7th  of  Aueust, 
1/.  on  or  before  the  4th  of  September,  ll  on 
or  before  the  16th  of  October,  1/.  on  or  before 
Uie  13th  of  November,  1/.  on  or  before  the 
4th  of  December,  1/.  on  or  beibre  the  15th  of 
January  1819, 1/.  on  or  before  the  5th  of  Fe- 
February ;  and  ll.  on  or  before  the  5th  of 
March. 

^  That  every  subscriber  who  shall  on  or  be- 
fore the  4th  day  of  Februarv  1819.  pay  the 
whole  of  his  subscription,  shall  be  allowed  an 
interest  by  way  of  discount,  after  the  rate  of 
a/,  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  sum  so  advane« 
ed  tor  completing  his  subscription,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  completing  the  same  to 
the  5tii  day  of  March  1819. 
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«■  Thai  erery  persoo  who  shall,  onor  befm 
the  Sd  of  Jone  1818,  have  transferrefl  to  the 
account  of  the  commiaaionere  for  the  reductioii 
of  the  National  Debt  the  whole  of  the  3/. 
per  cent  consolidated  or  reduced  annuities 
Bubscribed  by  htro,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
principal  sum  of  88/.  in  annuities  at  the  rate  of 
3/.  lOf .  per  cent  for  every  100/.  SL  per  cent 
annuities  so  transfeired,  such  annuity  at  the 
rate  of  Si.  lOf .  per  cent,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  of  April  t818 ;  and  every  person  who 
shall  9htr  the  Sd  day  of  June  and  before  the 
97th  of  November,  have  transferred  to  the 
accoimt  of  the  sud  commissioners  the  whole 
of  the  3/.  per  cent  consolidated  or  reduced 
ammities  sobscribed  bj  him,  shall  be  entitled 
tu  the  principal  sum  of  88/.  in  annuities  at  the 
rate  of  3/.  K)f .  per  cent  for  every  100/.  of  3/. 
per  cent  annuities  so  transferred,  such  annu* 
ities  at  the  rate  of  3/.  lOf.  per  cent»  U>  com- 
mence from  the  10th  of  Octolier  1818 ;  asd 
eveiT  person  who  iliaU,  on  or  before  the  6th 
of  March  1819,  have  paid  to  the  chief  cashier 
or  cashiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
fiahk  of  Englana  the  sum  of  1 1/.  in  money 
for  every  tool,  of  3/.  per  cent  annuities  su1>- 
scribed  ny  him,  shall  oe  entitled  to  the  Anther 
pincipal  sum  of  13/.  in  annuities  at  the  rate  of 
8/.  lOf.  per  cest  for  every  sun  of  1 1/.  so  paid, 
such  anauities  to  commence  from  the  5th 
day  of  April  1818;  and  such  annuities  at  the 
rate  of  3/.  lOf.  per  cent  per  annum  shall  not 
bereduced,  nor  snail  the  principal  sum  of  such 
annuities  be  paid  off,  at  any  time  before  the 
5th  day  of  April  1829. 

*'  That  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  be  authorised  and  re- 
quired to  purchase  the  said  annuities  after  the 
rate  of  3/.  10c  per  cent  in  the  proportion  of 
at  least  l/.  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  ca- 
pital to  be  created,  whenever  the  principal 
sum  of  100/.  of  such  annuities  can  be  pur- 
chased for  less  than  100/.  in  money. 

"  That  the  annuities  at  the  rate  of  3/.  lOi. 
per  cent  shall,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act 
made  in  the  57th  year  of  nis  present  mi^esty, 
intitt*)ed,  <  An  Act  to  permit  the  transfer  of  ca- 
pital from  certain  Public  Stocks  or  Funds  in 
'  Great  Britain  to  certain  Public  Stocks  or 
*  funds  in  Ireland,'  be  transferrable  into  an- 
nuities at  the  rate  of  3/.  lOf .  per  cent,  payable 
and  transfermble  at  the  bank  of  Ireland ;  and 
every  person  transferring  such  annuities  paya- 
ble at  the  Bank  of  England  shall  be  entitled 
for  every  100/.  so  transferred  to  the  principal 
sum  of  108/.  6s.  9d.  in  annuities  at  the  rate  of 
3/.  lOt.  i«r  cent  payable  at  the  bsmk  of  Ire- 
land. 

**  That  every  wrson  who  shall  have  oon* 
pleted  the  transler  to  the  aooouat  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reductien  of  the  National 
l)ebt  of  the  whole  of  the  3/.  per  cent  consoli- 
dated annuities  subscribed  by  him,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  dividend  or  interest  at  the  rate 
of  15i.  for  every  pittadpal  sum  of  100/.  in  sudi 
3/.  per  cent  consolidated  annuities  which  may 
have  been  so  tnmsierredy  such  divkleBd  or 


internt  to  bepakl  at  the  Bank  of  £D|land  on 
the  5th  of  July  next  ensuing,  provided  the 
whole  of  the  3  per  cent  consolidated  anmiitieii 
subscribed  by  such  parson  ahidl  betransfemd 
to  the  said  commissioners  on  or  before  llie  9d 
of  June,  or  on  the  5lh  of  January  next  ^rnnnng 

{provided  the  whole  of  the  3/.  per  cent  oonso* 
idated  annuities  subscribed  by  such  person 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  said  commissioaers 
after  the  Sd  of  June  and  before  the  S7th  of 
November  next;  and  after  payment  of 
the  said  dividend  or  interest,  the  whc^  of 
the  said  conaolidaled  and  reduced  anmntiei 
wliich  may  be  transferred  to  the  said  oom> 
mbsMners  shall  be  cancelled,  and  the  divi* 
dends  on  such  annuities  shidl  be  no  kogsr 
payable. 

3.  ''That,  towards  misiBg  the  supply  flrant* 
ed  to  his  nuyesty,  everv  person  who  shall,  on 
or  before  the  Sith  of  this  instant  April,  hava 
subscribed  hia  name  in  the  books  of  the  gi>- 
vemor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  finglaod 
for  tmnsforring  lothe  aeconnt  of  the  oomnMa* 
sionera  for  the  redodioii  of  the  National  Debt 
8/.  per  oent  anmiities  for  other  aanoilies  at 
the  rate  of  3/L  IOkp«  oent,  ahall  be  at  liberty 
to  subscribe  his  luune  in  the  books  of  the  said 
governor  and  company  on  the  ^Bth  or  SOtb  nf 
April,  or  the  td  of  Mav  next,  for  convertii^ 
into  3/.  per  cent  consolidated  and  reduced  an* 
nnities,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  hem- 
after  mentioned,  any  exchequer  btUs  akrcad^ 

issued,  or  which  may  be  israed  before  tbs  1st 
of  An^ust  1618,  and  which  may  nothavebeen 
advertised  to  be  paid  off  before  the  rsspectifig 
di^  of  payment  hereafter  specified,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  100/.  in  exchequer  hflla 
for  eveiy  100/.  of  slock  subscribed  to  netrMa- 
ferred  to  the  account  of  the  commissianera  for 
the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt;  and  that 
every  such  person  shall  at  the  timeof  ao  sob* 
scribing  his  name  make  a  deposit  with  the 
chief  cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  gofeinurnad 
company  of  the  Bank  of  finghma,  eqnal  to  31. 
per  cent  at  least,  on  the  amount  of  exchequer 
bills  so  subscribed,  as  a  security  for  ifik' 
vering  into  the  office  of  the  payoMstefs  of 
exchequer  bills  the  amount  of  excheqoer  bitts 
so  subscribed  -in  manner  following;  viz. 
80/.  per  cent  on  or  before  the  Isl  of  August; 
80/.  on  or  before  the  Srd  of  Septenibnr ;  M/. 
on  or  before  the  1st  of  October ;  80t  on  or  be- 
fore the  31st  of  October.  The  reminder  on 
or  before  the  86th  of  November.  And  that 
whenever  the  deposit  shall  have  been  made  sC 
the  Bank  in  monev  as  aforesaid,- the  paymaa* 
ters  of  exchequer  bills  shall,  so  aoon  as  tin 
subscriber  shall  have  brought  tn  exchequer 
bills  to  the  whole  amount  of  his  subaeription, 
return  to  such  subscribers  the  amount  or  snch 
deposit;  or  such  deposit  may  be  taken 
Into  account  aa  a  nart  paymant  of  the  aub* 
scription  of  such  suDscribeis. 

^  That  every  person  who  ahaU  have  made 
a  deposit  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  the 
amount  of  5s.  per.cent  on  the  exchequer  bilk 
subscribed  by  him,  shall  receive  from  the 
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paymasters  of  exche<per  bills  a  certificate  or 
certificates  upon  which  a  receipt  for  the 
deposit  made  at  the  Bank  of  England  shall 
be  written  ;  and  such  certificate  or  such  cer- 
tificates shall  be  carried  to  the  office  of  the 
paymasters  of  exchequer  bills  at  the  time 
of  making  every  future  payment,  the  receipt  for 
which  shall  be  written  thereon ;  and  when  the 
whole  amount  of  exchequer  bills  expressed  in 
such  certificate  or  certificates  shall  have  been 
acknowledged  to  have  been  received  by  the 
paymasters  of  exchequer  bills,  such  certificate 
or  certificates  being  carried  into  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  lodged  with  the  covemor  and 
company  of  the  said  Bank,  shall  entitle  the 
person  or  persons  holding  the  same,  for  every 
100/.  principal  money  contuned  therein,  to 
64/.  capital  stock  in  tne  S/.  per  cent  consoli- 
dated annuities,  the  interest  whereon  shall 
commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1818,  but  the  first  payment  shall  not  be  made 
until  the  5th  day  of  January,  1819 ;  and  to 
64/.  capital  stock  in  the  3/.  per  cent  reduced 
annuities,  the  interest  whereon  shall  com- 
mence from  the  5th  of  April,  1818,  and  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  10th  of  Oc- 
tober next,  if  the  subscription  shall  have 
been  completed  on  or  before  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember next :  but  if  the  subscription  shall 
not  be  completed  until  after  that  time,  the 
first  payment  shall  not  be  made  until  the  5th 
of  April,  1819. 

'<  That  the  interest  on  all  exchequer  bills 
which  shall  be  deposited  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, or  which  may  be  carried  into  the  office 
of  the  paymasters  of  exchequer  bills  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  computed  up  to' the  1st  of  Au- 
gust next  inclusive,  from  which  time  the 
same  shall  cease,  and  the  interest  which  may 
be  due  on  such  bills  from  the  day  of  their 
date  up  to  the  said  1st  of  August  shall  be  paid 
by  the  said  paymasters  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  afier  the  said  bills  shall  have  been 
deposited  or  delivered  in. 

**  That  everv  such  subscriber  as  aforesaid 
who  shall  be  desirous  of  making  up  any  part 
of  the  subscription  in  money  instead  of  ex- 
chequer bills,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so, 
upon  paying  the  same  into  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land to  the  account  of  the  paymasters  of  ex- 
chequerd  ills,  together  witn  a  sum  equal  to 
1/.  per  cent  upon  such  money  payment ;  and 
also  if  such  payment  should  be  made  after  the 
1st  day  of  August  next,  a  further  sum,  equal 
to  two-pence  per  cent  per  diem  on  the  amount 
afsucb  payment  in  money,  to  be  computed 
nom  the  said  tst of  August;  and  the  paymas- 
ters of  exchequer  bills  shall,  upon  tne  pay- 
ment to  their  account  being  duly  certified  to 
them,  grant  a  receipt  on  the  before-mentioned 
certificate  for  such  pavment,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  exchequer  bills  had  been  brought 
into  their  oflke. 

**  That  all  the  monies  to  be  received  by  the 
cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  or  which  may 
be  paid  hito  the  Bank  to  the  acoouni  of  the 
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paymasters  of  exchequer  bills  shall  be  paid 
mto  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  ap* 
plied  from  time  to  time  to  such  services  as 
shall  have  been  voted  by  this  House  in  this 
session  of  parliament. 

"  3.  That,  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  majesty,  there  ne  issued  and 
applied  the  sum  of  3,500,000/.  out  of  the 
duties  granted  by  an  act  made  in  the  56th 
of  his  present  majesty,  intituled  '  An  Act  to 

*  continue  until  the  5th  of  July,  1891,  certain 
'  additional  Duties  of  Excise  in  Great  Bri* 

*  tein.' 

*^  4.  That,  towards  raisinz  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  majesty,  there  oe  issued  and 
applied  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding 250,000/.,  arising  from  arrears  of  the 
duties  on  property,  professions,  trades,  and 
offices,  eranted  by  an  act  made  ini,the  46th 
^ear  of  his  present  majesty,  as  shall  be  pud 
mto  the  exchequer  between  the  5th  of  ApriL 
1818,  and  the  5th  of  April,  1819.'' 

The  first  Resolution  being  put, 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  wished  to  make 
a  few  observations  on  what  had  falleo  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  althpuffh»  con- 
sidering the  ^reat  multiplicity  of  the  de- 
tails into  which  the  right  hon.  sentieDuiQ 
had  necessarily  entered,  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  he  should  follow  him 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  speech* 
There  were,  in  his  opinion,  many  things 
in  the  statement  of  the  right  hon*  genUe- 
man,  and  in  the  principle'  on  which  he 
founded  that  statement,  that  had  an  ob- 
vious tendency  to  conceal  from  the  com^ 
mittee  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  sum 
and  substance  of  the  measure  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  proposing.  The 
great  and  new  plan  of  finance  broached 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  seemed  to 
resolve  itself  into  this  (and  if  he  mis- 
understood it  he  should  be  happy  to  be 
set  right),  that  a  clear  deficit  existing  of 
somewhere  about  fourteen  millions,  uiat 
deficit  must  someway  or  other  be  supplied; 
and  this  great  and  new  plan  consisted  in 
some  way  or  other  borrowing  the  sum  ne- 
cessary— in  contracting,  in  fact,  a  new 
loan  either  from  a  three  and  a  half  or  a 
three  per  cent  stock  the  interest  of  which 
(to  be  charged  on  the  sinking  fund)  would 
amount  to  nearly  l,200,0oS.  .  Whatever 
might  be  the  details  of  the  proposition^ 
that,  he  conceived,  to  be  the  result,  or, 
in  vulgar  language,  the  upshot  of  it.  Now, 
after  three  or  four  years  of  peace,  he, 
for  one,  could  not  consider  tnat  a  state 
of  things  in  which  such  a  proceeding  be- 
came necessary,  was  at  all  flattering. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  indeed,  ap- 
peared to  entertain  very  sanguine  hopes—* 
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hopei  grounded  on  a  compariflon  of  the 
receipU  of  one  branch. of  the  revenue^  in 
the  last  quarter,  with  the  corcesponding 
quarter  of  1817.  Whether  it  wai  pro- 
bable that  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
hopet  would  be  redised,  was  a  question 
into  which  he  would  not  then  stop  to  in- 
quire :  but  the  fact  evidently  was*  that 
after  three  or  four  years  of  peace,  so  fiur 
were  we  from  being  able  to  make  the  two 
ends  of  our  finances  meet,that  a  dear  de* 
fidt  existed  to  the  amount  which  he  had 
already  stated;  and  that  the  means  re- 
aorted  to  to  supply  that  defidency  were 
the  old  war  means  of  a  loan,  the  mterest 
of  which  was  to  be  paid«  not  on  the  old 
war  system,  but  by  charging  it  on  the 
sinking  fund.  On  this  view  ofthe  subject, 
be  confiessed  that  he  felt  it  to  be  wise  and 
prudent  to  withhold ;  until  he  should  be 
jnirther  advised,  any  congratulations  to 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  country. 
The  invention  ofthe  new  stock  of  three 
and  a  half  per  cent,  was  another  matter 
on  which,  with  bis  present  information, 
he  must  be  allowed  to  withhold  his  felid- 
tations.  This  stock,  according  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  representation,  ap- 
peared to  be  intended  for  a  kind  of  half- 
way house  for  the  four  and  five  per  cents, 
.in  that  journey  downwards,  which  the 
right  hon  gentleman  seemed  confidently 
to  anticipate  they  would  make  at  no 
very  distant  period.  The  right  boo.  g«i- 
tleman  entertained  hopes,  that  at  no  dis- 
tant day  be  miffht  be  enabled  to  induce 
the  holders  of  four  and  A^e  per  cents  to 
transfer  their  stock  to  m  fund  bearing  a 
lower  interest ;  and  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  said,  that  if  he  had  allowed  the  stocks 
to  remain  as  hitherto^  divided  only  into 
three,  four,  and  five  per  cents,  he  should 
Ittve  found  it  diflicult  to  effect  his  pur- 
pose ;  and  that  there  having  been  hitherto 
only  the  three  per  cents  into  which  the 
four  and  five  per  centf  could  be  com- 
muted, he  had  devised  this  new  plan  of 
a  three  and  a  half  per  cent  for  the  future 
accommodation  of  the  holders  of  four  and 
five  per  cents.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  dedared,  that  the  advantages  of  his 
new  plan  in  this  rasnect  were  as  plam  as 
poasmle ;  for  that  ir  a  holder  of  five  per 
cents  were  required  to  commute  his  stock 
for  a  stock  bearing  a  lower  interest,  he 
would  rather  change  it^— he  supposed 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  about  to 
mjt  for  three  and  a  half  per  cent  stock 
than  for  three  per  cent.;  butno— hewould 
rather  ohaiwe  it  for  three  and  a  half  per 
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cent  than  for  four !  And  the  reason  assign- 
ed by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was»  that  the 
holder  of  five  per  centSi  thus  at  once  com- 
muting his  stock  for  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  would  feel  confident  that  it  would 
never  be  reduced  lower.  For  his  own 
part,  if  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  a 
large  hdder  of  five  per  cent  stockf  and 
if  he  were  asked  whether  he  would  com- 
mute  it  for  stock  at  four,  or  stock  at  three 
and  a  half  per  cent»  he  confessed  that  he 
should  think  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman'a 
argument,  by  whid  he  would  perauada 
him  to  prefer  the  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  very  metaphysical.  He  would  beg 
to  have  the  four  per  cent  stock  in  the  first 
instance,  and  to  talk  about  the  three  and 
a  half  at  leisure— knowing  at  least  thiSf 
that  while  he  retained  the  four  per  cent, 
stock,  he  should  be  enjoying  a  half  per 
cent  more  than  he  would  have  done  bad 
he  embraced  the  other  branch  ofthe  al- 
ternative. But  on  what  ground  was  any 
holder  of  five  per  cent  stock  to  entertaia 
a  confidence  that  if  his  stock  were  reduced 
to  three  and  a  half  per  cent  it  would 
never  be  reduced  still  more  ?  The  same 
cause,  namdTf  the  rise  ofthe  fimds,  which 
would  give  toe  chancellor  of  the  exche- 

2uer  the  power  of  inducing  the  holder  of 
ve  per  cents  to  accept  of  a  simibr 
amount  of  stock  in  the  four  per  cents, 
might,  if  progressive,  enable  him  to  in- 
duce the  hol£r  of  stock  in  the  three  and  a 
half  per  cent  to  accept  of  a  similar 
amount  of  stock  at  a  less  interest.  He 
was  at  a  loss,  therefore,  to  see  what 
temptation  there  was  to  the  holders  of  five 
per  cents  (in  the  event  of  drcumstanoea 
warranting  any  change)  to  uke  these 
three  and  a  hslf  per  cents  in  preference 
to  four  per  cents. :  and  if  there  was  no 
such  temptation,  he  wished  to  know  with 
what  public  benefit  this  new  and  grand 
financial  invention  was  pregnunt?— He 
could  not  dose  the  fiew  observations  which 
he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  make  on  this 
subject,  without  entering  his  solemn  pro- 
test against  one  part  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  budget.  He  meant  that  by 
which  it  was  again  proposed  to  raise  a  sun 
comparativdy  pdtry  and  contemptible^ 
by  way  of  lottery.  He  b^ed  the  com- 
mittee to  remark,  in  sddition  to  all  the 
objectiooa  thai  had  so  long  existed  to  this 
way  of  raising  money,  a  peculinrity  in  the 
present  insUnce— a  grots  and  palpable 
mconsistency  in  the  two  parts  ot  the 
budget,  the  expenses,  and  tte  waya  and 
means.    When  his  hon.  fiiendy  the  asem- 
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ber  for  Worcester,  (Mr.  LytteltonJ  so 
fbrcibly  argued  the  abandonment  or  the 
lotter}',  the  right  hen.  gentleman  had 
not  a  word  to  say  in  reply.    His  answer 
was  a  mere  subterfuge  to  enable  him  to 
escape  from  the  effect  of  his  hon.  friend's 
observations,  and  to  cling  to  this  favour- 
ite mode  of  finance.     The  right  hon. 
gentleman  admitted  that  it  was  liable  to 
all  the  objections  which  had  been  adduced 
against  it  by  his  hon.  friend ;  he  did  not 
deny  its  immoral  and  pernicious  tendency ; 
but  all  that  he  urged  wss^  that  government 
could  not  afford  to  give  it  up,   and  thus 
do  what  his  conscience  told  him  ought  to 
be  done,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  morals 
and  happiness  of  the  community.    Now, 
however,  while  still  clinging  to  this  me- 
thod of  raising  money,    there  was  to  be 
found  in  the  same  budget,  in  which  it  was 
againbrought  forward,  an  itemof  4<00,000/. 
to  be  paid  to  the  Spanish  government  for 
the  relinquishment  of  the  Slave  trade,  as 
a  fit  sacrifice  to  that  justice  and  morality, 
which  by  the  grossest  inconsistency,  the 
proposition  for  raising  a  sum  of  money  by 
way  of  lottery  tended  to  trample  under 
foot.    Did  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  object  to 
this  grant  of  400,000/.  for  the  purpose  he 
had  mentioned  ?  By  no  means.    He  had 
atood  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  when 
he  made  the  proposition  to  the  House. 
He  had  answered  those  hon.  members  on 
his  side  of  the  House  who  objected  to  the 
proposition*    He  had  contended  that  it 
was  money  well  bestowed,  for  that  it  was 
bestowed  on  higher  than  financial  grounds. 
But  then,  on  the  same  principle,  he  ob- 
jected   to  this    proposition    for    raising 
money  by  lottery.    He  objected  to  it  on 
higher  than  financial  grounds.    He  could 
niot  conclude  the  deawtory  observations 
with  which  he  had  troubled  the  commit- 
tee,  without  entering  his  protest  against 
this  proposition;  for  altfaoogh  he  Knew 
that  there  were  other  honourable  members 
who  would  do  so  with  greater  eflect»  he 
could  not  allow  the  first  opportunity  of 
contending  against  the  continuance  of 
CO  base   a  resource^   to  pass,   without 
availing  himself  of  it 

Mr.  GrenfeU  wished  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  by  his  right  hon.  firiend  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer.  Atler  eonsider- 
iible  expectation— an  expectation  that  had 
eidsted  from  'tbecommeneementof  tlie  sea* 
sidn-M>n  the  subject  of  his  rigiit  lion, 
friend^  plan  of  finance,  it  wis  at  langth 
befiBie  toe  ooaaslttee.    He  couftaauiy 
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that  when  he  considered  the  detaib  of  diis 
plan,  he  felt  a  considerable  degree  of  dis- 
appointment.   His  right  hon.  friend  well 
knew  (for  he  had  stated  it  to  him  else* 
where),  that  he  disapproved  of  his  new 
plan,  on  the  ground  that  in  was  an  injuri- 
ous and  extravagant  bargain  for  the  pub- 
lic.    By  this  pUn  his  right  hon.  friend 
raised  three  millions,  for  which  he  was  to 
pay  an  interest  of  above  four  and  a  half 
per  cent.    In  other  words,  he  eave  an 
annuity   of  three  pounds   for   sixty-six 
pounds,  and  while  he  did  this  he  was  fund- 
mg  exchec|uer  bills  at  79.    Why    waa 
such  a  sacrifice  made  ?     The  sacrifice  waa 
thirteen  pounds  in  sixty-six,  which  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  twenty  per  cent,  or 
600,000/.   on   the   three  millions.      He 
could  discover  no  object — no  advantage 
whatever    derivable    to  the  public  from 
the  sacrifice  of  this  enormous  sum,  but 
the  contingent,  the  prospective,  and  even, 
according  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
the  doubtful  one  of,  at  the  end  of  ten 
years,  inducing  the  holder  of  the  three 
and  a  half  per  cents  to  take  three  per 
cent    for    his   money.    It  might  be  iiia 
want  of  comprehension,  but  he    really 
could  not  understand  why  it  was  neces* 
sary  at  the  present  moment  to  create  a 
three  and  a  half  per  cent  stock,  in  order 
at  some  future   period  to    induce    the 
holder  of  four  or  five  per  cents  to  take  it 
in  commutation.    Why  do  this  now,  in- 
stead  of  waiting  to  do  it  until  the  stocks 
should  have  attained  to    the   elevation 
which  would  render  the  change  practica- 
ble ?    He  begged  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  option  to  be  given  to  the  subscribers 
of  exchequer  bills  to  fund  them  now,  or 
to  wait  until  after  the  2nd  of  May,  an  ad- 
vantage which  to  those  subscribers  was 
almost  incalculable.    If  stocks  rose   by 
that  period  beyond  79»   the  subscribers 
would  cheerfully  fund ;  if  they  fell  to  75t 
they  would  make  their  bow  to  his  right 
hon.  friend,  and  say,  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  either  with  bun  or  with  his 
exchequer  bills. 

Mr.  Maberly  thought  very  diferentlj 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  juat 
set  down  of  the  bargain  that  had  been 
made  by  the  chanccdlor  of  tbe  excbequer. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  right  boo.  gen- 
tleman had  a  right  to  congratulate  hioa- 
aelf  on  havniff  luide  a  bargain  so  advaa- 
tageoua  te  the  public ;  amough  he  al- 
lowed that  he  did  not  altogetber  approve 
of  the  option  to  be  given  to  the  aubtcribera 
of  escheqoer  UUa.     In  the  statement 
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which  the  rifffat  ri^t  hon.  geoitonan  had 
made,  he  haa  not  toM  the  eommittee  the 
«iDouat  of  the  deficiency  this  year  in  the 
•Gontolidaled  fundy  but  verelv  that  the 
surplus  of  the  reYeoue  would  stand  for 
that  deficiency.  He  wiahed  to  know  what 
that  deficiency  was;  becausOy  if  he  un- 
derstood righuyi  the  interest  of  the  na- 
iional  debt  was  charged  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  and  if  that  fund  were  not 
large  enough  to  furnish  the  interest*  he 
was  desirous  <^knowing  how  the  deficiency 
was  to  be  met. 

The  Chaneettor  of  the  Exchequer  oh- 
aenred,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentlenuui«  that  the  deficiency  of  fourteen 
millions  arose  in  a  great  measure  from 
circumstances  which  would  not  recur. 
Among  other  items,  a  eonsiderable  part 
of  it  proceeded  from  the  charge  on  the 
unliinded  debt.  The  charge  voted  this 
vear  on  the  unfunded  debt  was  2,$0Q,(XXtf. 
Next  year  he  expected  the  outstandinff 
exchequer  bills  would  not  exceed  40  mit 
lioosy  which  would  occaaion  a  reduction 
of  charge  of  900,000L  In  the  ways  and 
means  of  next  year,  he  confidently  ex- 
pected an  increase  that  would  occasion  a 
considerable  surplus  in  the  ceasolidated 
fund*  In  answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  last  Miokey  he  observed*  that  the  de* 
ficiency  of  the  consolidated  fund  amount* 
ed  on  the  5th  of  January  to  somewhat 
Iflsa  than  tWo  million^  which  deficieaoy, 
however,  was  susceptible  of  diminutioa* 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  de^ 
clared  his  surprise  that  he  should  enter* 
tain  an  expectatldn  that  the  holden  i^five 
per  cents  should  be  induoed  to  prefer  the 
three  and  a  half  to  the  four  per  oe&tSa  on 
the  ground  that  the  thvee  and  a  half  pec 
cents  were  net  liable  to  reduction.  In 
the  first  place,  they  could  not  be  reduced 
lor  ten  years.  It  was  likewise  to  be  ob« 
servedf  that,  approaching  as  the  thref  and 
a  half  per  cents  did  to  Uie  lowest  rate  of 
iaisrest,  there  was  less  probability  of  their 
seduction.  When  it  was  considered  that 
they  must  rise  much  above  par  before  any 
reduction  could  be  attempted^  they  muat 
he  very  saoj^uine  indeed  with  respect  to 
the  prospenty  of  the  country,  who  looked 
fcr  a  speedy  reduction  of  them.  As  to 
the  option  given  to  the  subscribers  to  ex- 
chequer bills,  he  had  not  meant  any  iisipu* 
latioD  when  he  had  said  that  ho  had  never 
known  an  inatance  o  subscribers  declin- 
ing to  fulfil  their  engagement,  although 
optional ;  not  that  St  would  be  dishonour- 
able should  they  not  do  so»  but  because. 
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as  in  the  present  instance,  it  was  benefi-  * 
cial  to  them  to  do  so.  But  suppose  that 
a  fall  in  the  funds,  (which,  if  it  wer?  to 
take  place,  he  was  persuaded  would  be  buit 
temporary),  were  to  induce  the  sub- 
scribers to  avail  themselves  of  the  ^ptioq, 
there  would  be  oothiog  ahrming  in  that. 
The  utmost  inconvenience  would  be  some 
fiuther  consideration  of  the  ways  and 
means,  and  he  was  already  aware  of  a  m- 
medy  for  the  eviL 

Mr.  FranUand  LenUnidf  he  qould  not 
congratulate  the  public  on  a  bargain  in 
which  money  was  to  be  borrowed  at  four 
and  a  half  per  cent  when  any  individual 
could  go  into  the  market  and  borrow 
money  at  four  per  cent.  He  had  no 
doubt,  that  if  government  thought  fit  they 
might  resort  to  the  old  mode  of  an  open 
loan,  instead  of  the  present  plan  of  a  close 
loan,  in  which  they  restrained  themselves 
from  borrowing  from  any  except  those  who 
had  before  lent ;  thus  narrowing  the  num^ 
her  of  competitors,  and  in  consequence 
increasing  the  terms.  It  turned  out,  tl)at 
when  the  plan  came  to  be  tried,  althpugh 
the  interest  offered  was  above  the  marl^t 
price,  the  mode  of  negociating  the  trans- 
action was  found  so  inconveoient,  tbat  Uie 
money  which  it  was  originally  proposed 
to  borrow  could  not  be  raised«  A  sum  of 
three  millions,  however,  had  been  raised; 
and  although  the  loss  to  the  public  on 
this  sum  was  not  so  great  as  it  thu  plan 
had  been  more  successful  tstHl  it  was  a 
considerable  loss.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  boasted  of  it  as  ^[grqat^  advantage  to 
the  public,  tbat  no  addition  was  made  by 
this  plan  to  the  capital  of  the  debt.  But 
a  great  addition  was  made  by  it  to  the  in-* 
terest  of  the  dd>t;  Surelv  that  was  no 
great  subject  for  congratulation.  It  was 
said,  that  the  creation  of  the  three  and  a 
half  percent  stock  would  pay  the  way  for 
the  reduction  of  the  four  and  five  per 
eenu.  That,  however,  could  not  taloi 
place  until  the  funds  were  considerably 
nigher  than  at  present.  It  could  not  take 
place  until  the  three  per  cents  were  con* 
siderabljF  beyond  90*  He  agreed,  there- 
for^ with  the  hon«  gentleman  who  inuae« 
diately  followed  the  chancellor  of  th# 
excheqoer,  that  it  was  illusory  to  suppoaoi 
that  the  reduction  of  the  five  per  cents 
would  be  hastened  by  the  creation  of  thia 
three  and  a  half  per  cent  stock;  and  thai 
the  creation  of  it  might  with  great  pro^^ 
priety  have  been  postponed  until  the  pe* 
riod  at  which  it  was  wanted.    He  objecm 
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ing  fund  to  this  new  stock.  It  was  not 
placed  on  the  same  grounds,  with  respect 
to  the  sinking  fund,  as  the  other  descrip- 
tions of  stock.  In  fact,  the  sinking  fund 
was  a  nominal  piece  of  machinery,  which, 
if  such  plans  as  these  were  persisted  in, 
could  be  productive  of  nothing  but  un- 
certiinty  and  confusion.  At  the  present 
moment,  the  commissioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  nationsl  debt  were  pajing  off 
the  three  per  cents,  the  actual  mterest  of 
which  was  S/.  10;.  per  cent  while  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  borrowing  three 
millions,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  4/.  10^. 
per  cent.  It  was  clear  and  palpably  that 
'such  a  transaction  as  this  must  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Hart  Davis  admitted,  with  the 
hon.  member  who  had  just  set  down  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  equalise  the 
intero>t  of  the  5  and  4>  per  cents  to  the  3^, 
with  a  saving  to  the  public  of  the  di^r- 
ence ;  but  though  the  whole  of  the  differ- 
ence might  not  be  saved,  yet  a  part  of  it 
might,  and  a  considerable  advantage  be 
derived  thereby.  He  would  suppose  that 
the  3  per  cents  were  at  85  or  86,  and  the 
S^  at  99,  then  the  equalisation  might  be 
made  of  the  funds  alluded  to,  by  allowing 
a  bonus  to  the  holders.  By  this  a  saving 
of  nearly  two  millions  would  be  made.— 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  went,  into  some 
other  observations  on  the  proposed  plan. 
The  reason,  he  said,  why  the  plan,  which 
was  an  "advantageous  one,  was  not  more 
freely  accepted  at  first  was,  that  the  value 
^f  the  3f  per  cents-lfad  not  yet  found  their 
level  in  the  market:  but  in  the  ncxtyear, 
when  their  actual  worth  should  be  known, 
a  loan  offered  in  them  would  be  most 
readily  agreed  to,  because  the  public 
would  then  perceive  the  advantage  they 
had  in  it. 

Sir  7.  Newport  said,  that  he  could  not 
aee  the  advantages  to  the  country  in  the 
terms  of  the  piroposed  plan,  which  some 
ffentlemep  seemeu  to  thimc  they  possessed. 
He  viewed  it,  he  believed,  in  its  proper 
light,  when  he  looked  at  it  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a  mtem  of  appropriating 
the  sinking  fund,  bu|  not  in  that  manner 
which  was  Ukely  to  be  most  serviceable 
to  the  country.  T^e  oommissioners  were 
here  tied  down  in  their  purchases,  and  a 
guarantee  was  given  that  the  interest  was 
not  to  be  lower.  As  the  three  and  a  half 
per  cent  stock  now  to  be  created,  was  not 
to  be  redeemed  for  ten  years,  nor  the  in* 
lerest  reduced,  he  wished  to  know  if  all 
find  three  and  •  hfdf  per  cent  stock  to  be 
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thereafter  created  was  to  be  aecured  in  the 
same  way.  If  this  was  not  to  be  done,  he 
desired  to  know  where  the  line  was  to  be 
drawn,  and  whether  one  part  of  the  three 
and  a  half  per  cent  stock  was  to  be  regu- 
lated one  way,  while  the  other  parts  of 
the  same  stock  were  subjected  to  different 
rules.  He  thought  there  would  be  a 
marked  distinction  made  between  the 
stock  now  to  be  created  and  that  which 
was  saleable  at  any  hour,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  no  easy  task  to 
brine  it  up  to  its  full  nominal  value. 

mt.  Huskisson  said,  he  understood  his 
right  hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  to  say,  at  the  opening  of  hit 
speech,  that  the  commissionen  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  should  pur- 
chase a  certain  portion  of  this  stock  when- 
ever it  should  be  under  par ;  but  when  it 
wss  below  the  level  of  the  market,  they 
might    think  it  expedient  to    purchase 
more.     Hit  own  opinion  was,  that  if  tbej 
should  think  it  cheaper  to  purchase  in  tbia 
stock  than  in  any  other,  it  would  be  a 
great  dereliction  of  their  duty  if  they 
did  not  purchase  in  it.     With  respect  to 
some  observations  that  had  fallen  from  hit 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  F.  Lewis),  he  must  8ay» 
that  they  appeared  paradoxical.    He  had 
called  the  plan  of  his  right  hon.  friend^  a 
close  loan.    Now  this  was  rather  a  curious 
term  to  apply  to  a  proposition,  which  save 
notice  to  every  man  who  could  purchase 
8,000^  3  per  cents  to  become  a  suDscriber. 
It  was  also  objected  by  his  hon.  friend, 
that  the  government  were  paying  4/.  lOf., 
whilst  individuals  could  borrow  the  same 
money  at  4/.  per  cent.    He  was  happy  to 
hear  that  such  a  facflity  in  getting  money 
en  interest  now  existed.    But  ShjtM 
operation  of  the  new  plan^   the  8f  per 
oent  should  soon  be  nearly  at  par,  the 
conversion  of  the  5  per  cent  stock  woold 
be    both  advantageously  and  easily  ef- 
fected.   He   considered,  tbereforey  the 
benefits  of  the  plan  to  be  evident*  inas- 
much as  it  went  to  produce  a  great  dedoo- 
tion  in  the  nominal  amount  of  the  debt» 
whilst  on  the  sum  of  8,000,000{.  it  afforded 
a  savingof  21,0002.  to  the  consolidated 
fund.    The  present  measure  had  been  re- 
sorted to»  it  should  be  remembered,  after 
a  year  of  great  depression.    Till  the  un- 
^nded  debt  was  broueht  down  in  amount 
to  what  it  might  stand  at  during  a  time  of 
peace,  it  watf  impossible  to  tell  the  exact 
state  of  our  revenue  and   expenditure. 
After  •  year  m  which  the  revenue  had 
fiiUen  oflTby  four  millionsi  we  had  still  a 
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retl  tinkiiig  fuod  to  dit  ambiiiit  whidi  ra* 
mained  betweeo  Ihe  SQai  wanted  to  cover 
the  wa JB  and  meana  of  the  year,  and  the 
l^fiOOfiOOL  aet  apart  lor  the  sinking  fund. 
To  keep  the  actual  linking  fund  up  to 
l^OOOflOOL  in  a  time  of  peace  would  not 
be  wise*  as  the  burthens  it  would  throw 
on  the  people  would  be  found  intolera- 
ble ;  but  such  a  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  should  be  provided  for  as  would  se- 
cure us  the  means  of  sucoessfuUv  meeting 
anj  future  struggle,  if  we  should  unhap- 
pily again  find  ourselves  in  a  state  of  war. 
Those  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject  had 
not  sufficiently  aiscriminated  between  a 
budget  of  peace  and  a  budget  of  war.  In 
war,  the  measures  neoesssry  to  be  adopted 
would  not  admit  of  delay  s  but  now  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  not  so 
pressed  as  to  be  obliged  to  accede  to  any 
terms  which  did  not  appear  to  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  country.  Anv  thine  like 
a  permanent  arrangement  wouJdbe  better 
postponed  till  nexi  year,  when  they  would 
be  able  to  judge  what  the  income  of  the 
cotmtry  was  likely  to  be.  At  the  dose  of 
former  wars  such  a  course  had  been  pur- 
aiied«  and  no  permanent  arrangement  had 
been  decided  upon,  until  the  charges  of 
the  war  had  been  provided  for,  and  merged 
in  the  funded  debt  of  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  P.  GratU  observed,  that  a  Iwrfor 
rateof  interest  was  tobe  paid  on  the  capital 
borrowed  than  was  necesssry,  because  it 
was  the  will  of  ministers  to  have  a  large 
abking  fund.    He  did  not  like  the  plan  of 
keeping  down  the  nominal  amount  of  the 
debt,  and  paying  a  large  annuity  on  it. 
To  hhn  it  was  dear,  that  by  paying  4JL 
lOn.  interest  for  a  loan,  when  they  might 
have  obtained  one  at  4/.  they  made  an 
unprovident  bargain.    He  then  entered 
into  a  series  of  statements  explanatory  of 
the  charges  that  would  &11  on  the  country 
in  conseouence  of  the  measure  now  he- 
fare  the  Housoi  and  strongly  condemned 
the  application  of  the  nnking  fund  topay 
the  raterest  of  the  public  debt.    Inus 
used,  the  sinking  fond  became  but  a  mere 
machine,  which  threw  on  the  country  the 
expense  of  its  management,  widiont  pro- 
ducing any  of  the  advantages  which  the 
people  had  been  taught  to  expect  from  it, 
as  it  was  only  made  use  of  as  a  part  of  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  year.    He  could 
not  see  any  thip^  in  the  plan  now  brought 
forward,  on  which  he  could  congratulate 
the  House ;  but  he  thought  it  proper  to 
lose  no  time  in  calling  on  the  diancdior 
«f  iheeKcheiuer  diatinotly  to  statOi  what 


hb  pemument  plan  of  financQ  was  to  be» 
instead  of  going  on  as  he  had  hitherto 
done  since  the  termination  of  the  war, 
raising  loans  year  after  year,  without 
dther  admitting  or  denying  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  country  to  m  equd  to  its 
expenditure. 

Mr.  C.  Grani  jun.  conten^d,  tliat  the 
plan  proposed  to  the  committee  was,  in 
several  respects  not  a  new  one.  The 
creating  a  fund  not  redeemable  within  a 
certdn  time,  was  a  pbm  founded  by  that 
statesman  whose  gieatest  monument  was 
the  sinking  fund;  for  in  creatinff  the  five 
per  cents  it  was  determined  by  Mr.  Fitt« 
that  they  could  not  be  redeemed  until  25 
millions  of  the  four  p^r  cents  were  paid 
ot^  so  that  the  present  was  not  the  first 
instance  of  the  interference  of  parliament 
with  the  power  vested  in  the  commis- 
stoneis  of  the  nationd  debt.  The  plan 
proposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer was  one  which  went  to  lessen  the  no- 
mind  amount  of  the  debt— a  principle 
which  he  thought  was  most  laudable,  for 
every  writer  of  eminence  on  the  subject 
of  Mance  had  condemned  the  practice  of 
makbg  the  debt  of  the  country  oomiodly 
greater  than  it  waSi  A  nation,  it  wodd 
not  be  denied,  ousfat  not  to  pay  more  than 
it  recdved,  though,  under  circumstances^ 
this  rule  might  be  departed  from ;  but  as 
a  general  one  it  ought  to  hold  good.  If  at 
present  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  were  to 
be  taken,  adding  it  to  the  national  debt 
in  the  usud  manner,  it  wodd  increase 
that  debt  nominally  by  a  great  desl  more 
than  its  red  amount,  and  tend  materidly 
to  depress  the  funds;  for  even  supposing 
the  S  per  cenu  as  high  as  80,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  give  1281,  stock  for  every 
100/.  subscribed.  This  would  have  the 
eftct  of  increasing  the  evil  which  the  pro- 
posed plan  was  intended  to  avoid.  With 
respect  to  the  terms  of  the  plan,  he  con* 
tended  it  could  not  be  done  on  better. 
He  had  taken  the  trouble  of  making  a 
calcdution  of  it,  and  he  was  happy  to  say 
there  was  yrery  little  diflerenoe  between 
the  result  and  that  given  by  hia  right  hon. 
friend  the  chancel&r  of  the  exdicquer. 
The  average  interest  was  $L  18s.  per  cent 
and  money  codd  not  be  had,  uider  any 
ciroimstances,  for  less  than  4i*  lOr.  per 
cent.  He  had  made  the  calcdation  at 
the  highest  at  80^  for  the  8  per  cents, 
and  by  that  he  had  found  that  for  a  com* 
parativdy  very  smdl  sum  a  reduction  was 
made  of  4,000y00tf.  on  the  debt.  If  the 
amount  iotOMM  to  be  rdiedweia  fonded 
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in  the  three  per  ceots  taken  at  75»  iC 
,  would  appear  that  the  present  plan  was 
better,  and  comparing  bothy  that  a  savine 
would  be  made  to  the  nation  of!90»00(£ 
per  annum.  He  would  then  defy  any  man 
to  say  that  the  plan  proposed  hgr  bis  right 
hon.  friend  was  not  one  which  was  likely 
to  be  attended  with  the  most  favourable 
result  in  a  pecuniary  point  /of  view,  be- 
sides uniting  the  great  'desideratnm  of 
lessening  the  nominal  capitaL  With  n^ 
spect  to  the  interest,  there  was  also  a 
great  saving,  for  at  present  the  country 
paid  one  per  cent  for  sinking  fund  on  ex- 
chequer billsy  which,  with  the  ioteresti 
amounted  to  a  million.  This  sum  should 
be  paidi  whether  the  present  plan  were 
proposed  or  not,  so  that  in  realitv  the 
whole  of  the  additional  charge  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  600,000/. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  said,  he  could  not  permit 
this  question  to  go  to  the  vote  without 
reminding  the  right  hon.  gentleman  of  one 
item  in  his  budget— namely,  the  lottery. 
He  could  not  refrain  from  saying  a  few 
words  as  to  the  inconsistency  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  this  sul^e€2«  It  was 
very  strange,  that  while  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  voting  a  million  towards 
we  building  of  churches,  he  should  by 
the  lottery  system  be  in  fact  opening 
gaming-houses  all  over  the  kingdom*  The 
rieht  hon.  gentleman  had  described  him- 
self veij  good  humouredly  as  a  <<  har- 
dened smnier  "^-an  expression  which  could 
not  have  been  applied  to  him  with  dccotum 
by  any  other  -person,  fiut  he  could  not 
help  thinking  tnat  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man'would  be  more  accurately  described 
as  a  soft  samt ;  for  he  certainly  did  not 
Btick  up  to  the  principles  he  professed, 
but  bent  his  morality  in  order  to  answer 
the  views  of  his  pohcy.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  not  auent  to  such  lax  mo« 
rality ;  and  he  now  gave  notioet  that  on 
an  early  day  he  should  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Gret^M  wished  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  chanceUor  of  the  excljiequer.  Sup- 
pose the  S  per  cents  at  80  and  the  Sf 
at  91 9  would  the  commiaaioners  of  the 
national  ddbt,  one  of  whom  was  the  chan* 
cellor  of  the  exche(q[ueri  purdiase  in  the 
latter  fund  ? 

The  Chancdl&r  of  the  Exchequer  saidi 
it  would  net  be  decorous  in  him  to  stale 
what  the  oommiasioners  might  think  it 
beat  to  do  in  anv  given  case ;  but  he  cer- 
uinl  V  thought  that  at  present  and  for  se- 
veral years,  it  would  b«  advisable  for  the 
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commissioners  to  lay  out  in  the  3|  per 
cents  more  than  the  one  per  cent  for  the 
sinking  fund. 

Mr.  GrcfjfeU  wished  to  put  a  question 
relative  to  Uieprofita  of  the  Bank  in  Uiis 
transaction.  The  House  was  aware  that 
on  every  public  loan  it  had  been  custo* 
mary  to  pay  the  Bank  a  large  fee  merely 
for  receiving  the  deposits.  This  lee 
amounted  to  800(.  on  every  diillion.  On 
the  last  loan  the  Bank  pocketed  for  this 
fee  no  less  than  40,00tf.  All  the  finance 
4:ommittees,  those  of  1786,  1797»  and 
X807y  had  concurred  in  describing  thia 
fee  as  jexorbitant  and  unnecessary.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Bank  were 
to  make  any  such  charge  for  the  present 
loan,  and  if  so,  at  what  rate,  and  whether 
on  the  whole  50«000,000/.p  or  only  on  the 
3,000,000/.? 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exckepter  aaid« 
it  was  intended  that  the  Bank  should  con* 
tinue  to  receive  the  fee  en  liepoaits. 

Mr.  GrtnfeU  said,  that  the  demand  was 
so  obviously  objectionable,  whether  it 
applied  to  the  3,000,00tf.  or  to  the 
3O,O0O,000iL  that,  if  persisted  in,  he  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  in  every  stage 
of  the  measure* 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 
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Tuesday,  April  2L 

Usury  Laws.]  Mr.  Serjeant  Otishm 
observed)  that  the  system  of  the  Usury 
Laws  which  had  so  longp  revailed  in  this 
country,  and  had  been  so  often  objected 
to,  were»  in  their  operationi  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  trade>  oommercey  and 
manufactures.  Many  gentlemen,  who 
agreed  in  opinion  on  a  nirmer  occasiooy 
doubted  whether  the  public  could  be  easily 
brought  to  a  change  of  mind,  as  a  preju* 
dice  existed  from  the  length  of  time  the 
present  practice  had  obtained*  It  waa 
also  eonceived  that  it  was  necessary  that 
some  alteration  should  take  place  in  the 
state  oi  the  finances  of  the  Country^  be* 
fore  any  measure  of  this  deaoription  could 
be  adopted  beneficially.  At  tne  suggea* 
tion  er  the  noble  secretary  of  atate  for 
foretgn  afhirs,  he  .had  agreed  to  let  his 
motion  stand  overt  in  order  to  give  farther 
time  for  a  fuller  oonsideration  of  its  prin* 
ciple  and  its  oooaeqaenoes.  Those,  now- 
ever^  who  had  any  doubt  upon  the  sul^ect» 
could  have  that  aoubt  removed  by  reading 
the  late  iiamphlet  ef  Mr.  Cook»  who  had 
made  an  important  addition  to  the  weight 
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of  autliority  againsl  the  mury  laws.    The 
accurate,  argumentative)  and   ingenious 
production  of  Mr.  Cook  was  indeed  con- 
clusive upon  the  subject.    But  the  fact 
was,  there  was  no  hich  authority  In  favour 
of  the  laws  to  which  he  referred.  ^  Dr. 
Adam  Smith,  who  was  the  only  individual 
of  any  great  reputation  who  had  in  ao« 
dern  times  declared  in  favour  of  those 
laws,  had  notoriously  retracted  his  decla- 
ration, and   recommended    their  repeal. 
There  was  no  class  of  the  community  to 
whom  they  were  more  injurious  than  to 
the  landed  proprietors,  for  whose  protec- 
tion,  it  was  said,   they  were  intended. 
l!«anded  men  bein^  precluded  by  these 
laws    from   obtammg  a  loan  of  money 
upon  such  terms  as  they  were  willing  to 
oner,  were  under  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing I  he  ruinous  system  of  annuities.    Dur- 
ing the  late  war,  they  felt  much  inconve- 
nience ft'om  this  circumstance;  for  the 
purpose   of  raising  money,   they    were 
obliged  to  mortgage  their  property.    It 
was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  court 
of  chancer;^  withheld  the  power  of  fore- 
closure in  tilnes  of  distress  when  applied 
for  in  a  proper  mode.    In  the  cases  of 
negotiations  tor  loans  in  time  of  war,  the 
chancellor  of  the  excheauer,  both  from 
his  present  office,  and  the  office  he  for- 
merly held,  must  be   supposed  to  have 
very  considerable  means  or  judging  of  the 
effects  of  the  laws.    But  he  would  parti- 
cularly appeal  to  mercantile  gentlemen, 
as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  ill  effects  of 
the  laws,  in  times  of  commercial  distress. 
The  chamber  of  commerce  at  Birmingham 
had  resolved  in  favour  of  the  principles  of 
this  bill.    The  chamber  of  commerce  at 
Glasgow,  he  believed,  had  come  to  a  si- 
milar opinion.    He  believed^  indeed,  that 
the  ^eater  proportion  of  the  whole  trad- 
ing mterest  in  the  country  were  in  favour 
of  the  bill.    Under  all  his  own  views  of 
die  subject,  collected  from  various  cir- 
cumstances, he  should  have  felt  himself 
justified  now  in  moving  for  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  usury  laws ;  but  he  should  so  far  bow 
to  the  opinions  and  dbubts  of  others,  as, 
kistead  of  moving  the  repeal,  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  select  committee. 
He  did  not  yet  know  whether  his  propo- 
sition would  be  opposed  or  acceded  to; 
but  he  should  not  trespass  farther  on  the 
House  than  by  moving,  «  That  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  eonnder  of 
the  eftcts  of  the  Laws  which  regulate  or 
teatraki  the  Interest  of  Money,  and  to 
report  their  opini<m  thereupon  to  the 
House." 


General  MiieheU  opposed  the  motion^ 
He  should  not  have  done  so,  he  said,  but 
upon  the  authority  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble and  best  informed  men  of  the  north 
of  Ireland ;  persons  remarkable  alike  for 
their  integrity  and  understanding.  Those 
to  whom  he  particularly  alluded  were  the 
bankers  of  Belfast.  They  had  petitioned 
against  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and  ex- 
pressed their  opinion,  that  if  the  measure 
were  carried  into  effect,  it  would  tend 
both  to  shake  private  credit,  and  to  esta- 
blish an  inquisitorial  law,  by  giving  to 
every  person  disposed  to  lend,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  into  the  means  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  borrowers.  Money 
might  now  be  easily  procured  at  4^  per 
cent.  Was  it,  then,  a  time  to  propose 
such  a  committee  as  this  ?  It  was  said  in 
fftvour  of  the  repeal,  that  landed  pro- 
prietors were  forced  to  borrow  money  at 
exorbitant  interest.  For  his  own  part  he 
could  say,  that  having  had  occasion  to 
borrow  money,  he  found  no  difficulty, 
even  during  the  war,  of  obtaining  it  at 
5  per  cent.  For  these  reasons  he  should 
oppose  the  motion,  and  would  move  the 
other  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  had  never  heard  any 
person  say  that  these  laws  ought  not  to  be 
repealed,  though  this  or  that  particular 
time  was  said  not  to  be  proper  for  it.  The 
bankers  of  Belfast,  however,  was  of  a 
different  opinion,  but  their  reasons  were 
not  stated  by  the  hon.  general,  except 
merely  this,  that  the  repeal  would  have 
the  effect  of  an  inquisitorial  law.  This 
was  an  objection,  the  force  of  which  he 
did  not  understand.  With  regard  to  the 
time— when  the  rate  of  interest  was  high« 
it  was  said  not  to  be  a  proper  season  for 
the  repeal.  The  same  objection  was  made 
when  It  was  low.  The  gentlemen  of  Bel- 
fiut  did  not  stand  upon  either  ground; 
they  opposed  the  measure  altogether,  and 
that  upon  no  intelligible  ground.  For 
himselr,  he  felt  convinced  that  nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic  than  the  inter- 
ference of  the  le(»slature  to  fix  a  maximum 
in  such  cases.  It  produced  the  worst  ef- 
fects. He  trusted  that  the  House  would 
adopt  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend. 

Mr.  Cakn^  said,  he  retained  on  this 
subject  the  opinions  which  be  had  ex- 
pressed last  year.  He  should  vote  for  the 
committee,  but  in  doinff  this,  he  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  ne  gave  no  pledge 
that  he  would  support  the  bill  which  the 
hon«  and  learned  gentleman  wished  to 
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bring  in,  unless  his  opinion  should  be  al* 
tered  by  the  report  of  the  committee. 

General  Tkomton  declared  himself  In 
fiivour  of  the  repeal  of  the  usury  laws ; 
for  he  thought  the  establishment  of  a 
maximum  was  unjust  and  injurious  in  all 
casesi  and  espeaally  so  with  regard  to 
money. 

General  MitcheU  said,  that  perceiviog 
the  sense  of  the  House  was  against  him, 
be  bad  no  objection  to  withdraw  his  op- 
position. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Ondam  said*  he  had  never 
heard  an  argument  of  less  force  than  that 
advanced  by  the  hon.  general.  The 
meeting  alluded  to  at  Belfast  did  not  con- 
abt  of  merchants  but  bankers.  He  had 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  measure 
would  be  unacceptable  in  Ireland.  Quite 
the  contrary.  There  was  no  part  of  the 
empire  from  which  he  had  received  more 
earnest  solicitatioos  to  go  forward  with  it. 
It  was  likely  to  prove  most  useful  there» 
where  capital  was  become  so  necessary. 
The  influx  of  it  to  that  country  was  pre- 
vented, in  a  great  measure,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  those  laws.  The  hon.  general 
said,  that  he  had  never  found  any  diffi- 
cultv  in  borrowinff  money.  The  same 
could  not  be  said  by  many  penons  of  the 
most  unencumbered  estates. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to»  and  a 
committee  appointed. 

RxpxAL  or  THX  WiKDow  Tax  in 
Irbland.}  Mr.  Robert  Sham  rose,  and 
addressed  the  House  to  the  following  ef- 
fect :-^ Pursuant  to  my  notice,  I  now  rise 
to  move,  that  the  Petition  presented  by 
me  from  the  Householders  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Window 
Tax,  toffether  with  the  other  petitions 
from  Ireland  on  the  same  subjecti  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  And  in  submit- 
ting this  question  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  I  have  to  regret  that  it  baa 
not  feUen  into  the  hands  of  some  perscfti 
more  competent  to  the  undertaking  than 
'  I  feel  myself  to  be,  on  a  question  of  so 
much  moment  to  the  prosperity  of  Ire- 
land. I  must  only,  therefore,  request 
their  patient  and  candid  attention  while  I 
state  very  shortl^r  the  strong  grounds 
upon  which  the  citizens  of  Dublm  think 
themselves  justly  entitled  to  the  relief 
they  now  pray  for.  I  need  not  remind 
the  House  how  patiently  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin has  for  the  last  five-and-twenty  years 
borne  her  share  of  the  general  pressure, 
and  how  cheerfully  she  has  contributed 
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to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  during  a 
war  as  expensive  and  sanguinary  in  its 
progress,  as  it  has  been  glorious  and  deci- 
sive in  its  result ;  she  never  once  made 
any  complaint.  As  soon,  however,  as 
hostilities  had  terminated  in  a  peace  that 
left  this  country  nothing  to  fear,  a  general 
expectation  was  felt  throughout  all  parts 
of  the  empire,  that  ever>  practicable  re* 
lief  consistent  with  the  indispensable 
necessities  of  the  state,  would  be  granted 
to  the  distresses  of  the  people ;  and  Uiis 
House,  too,  passed  a  great  and  decisive 
step  in  immediately  lessening  the  bur- 
thens of  the  people  in  this  country ;  and 
although,  perhaps,  there  never  was  a  tax 
in  favour  of  which  more  could  be  said 
upon  general  principles,  at  least,  than  the 
property  tax,  still  this  House  felt  them- 
selves pledged  to  the  people  of  England, 
and  justified  their  confidence,  by  remov- 
ing, at  once,  fourteen  millions  a  year  of 
the  public  burthens.  I  mention  these 
circumstances  to  show  the  House  how 
they  contributed  to  strengthen  the  confi- 
dent expectations  entenained  by  the 
dtiaens  of  Dublin,  that  in  the  work  of 
general  relief,  Ireland  would  not  be  the 
onlv  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  over- 
looked by  the  imperial  parliament,  and 
more  especially,  too,  after  she  had  sacri- 
ficed all  the  local  advantages  of  a  resident 
legislature  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
empire  at  large. 

but.  Sir,  independent  of  any  such  ge- 
neral expectations,  they  had  other,  and^ 
in  my  humble  judgment,  peculiarlvstrong 
grounds  for  looking  forward  to  the  totd 
repeal  of  the  window  tax  as  soon  as  the 
war  was  over,  and  to  claim  it  not  so  much 
from  the  bounty  as  the  justice  of  parlia- 
ment. The  tax  was  alwavs  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious to  the  citizens  of  Dublin  for  se- 
veral reasons — its  very  unequal  pressure* 
the  inquisitorial  nature  of  its  levy,  and 
the  ruinous  consequences  resulting  to  the 
health  of  the  city,  from  the  contrivances 
of  all  the  poorer  classes  to  evade  it ;  and 
it  is  now  more  oppressive  than  ever,  firom 
their  total  inability  to  paj  it.  On  its  im- 
position by  the  last  parliament  that  ever 
sat  in  Ireland,  it  was  at  first  very  gene- 
rallv  opposed,  until  the  chancellor  i»  the 
excnequer  repeatedly  pledged  himaelf  oa 
the  part  of  the  government,  that  it  was 
intended  for  a  war  tax  onlv ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  tax  was  proposea  and  enacted, 
at  first,  for  three  years,  provided  the  war 
should  last  so  long.  I  nold  in  my  hand 
an  extract  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Corry*s»  as 
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reported  in  the  Dublin  Jounaly  of  the 
5i6th  of  June,  1800^  a  paper  emioent  at 
that  time  for  the  fidelity  of  iu  parlia- 
meotary  reports,  and  which,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House,  I  shall  now  read  to 
.them.  Mr.  Corry's  speech  stated,  that, 
'<  When  the  window  tax  was  first  pro- 
posed, it  was  on  the  footing  of  a  mere 
war  tax,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
moment^  and  that  in  order  to  render  it 
efficient,  it  became  necessary  to  give  it  a 
retrospective  operation;  he  had  already, 
every  time  that  the  subject  had  been 
brought  before  the  House,  advanced  that 
the  tax  was  not  intended  to  be  permanent, 
but  as  a  mere  war  provision.  On  the 
footing,  then,  that  it  was  merely  a  war 
tax,  he  hoped  to  do  away  every  objection 
to  the  bill. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  told  that  tlie 
pledge  of  one  minister  is  not  binding  on 
his  successor.  Sir,  it  is  of  the  last  im- 
portance, that  in  all  transactions  between 
the  people  and  the  government,  the  faith 
of  that  government  should  not  only  be 
pure,  but  above  suspicion ;  and  I  entreat 
gentlemen,  seriously  to  consider  whether 
resorting  to  such  an  argument  may  not  be 
received  by  the  people  of  Ireland  as  an 
unworthy  pretence  for  breaking  an  en* 
0igeroent  we  do  not  wi^h  to  keep.  Mr. 
Corry  was  then  the  financial  minister,  and 
as  such  he  pledged  himself  and  the  go- 
vernment, of  which  he  was  in  that  m« 
stance  the  accredited  organ,  that  if  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons  would  grant 
that  tax,  their  constituents  should  be  re- 
lieved from  it  at  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
tax  was  voted  and  has  been  levied  ever 
since :  the  people  of  Ireland  have  cheer- 
fullv  fulfilled  their  part  of  this  contract ; 
and  if  the  Irish  parliament  were  now  in 
bcmg,  is  there  a  doubt  that  this  pledge 
would  have  been  redeemed  on  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war?  I  am  sure  that  I 
shall  not  appeal  in  vain  to  the  justice,  to 
the  honour  of  this  House,  to  redeem  that 
pledge  which  the  Irish  parliament,  in  I 
might  almost  say  its  last  moments,  gave 
to  the  citizens  of  Dublin.  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  House  will  take  care  that,  in 
this  instance,  my  constituents  shall  not 
suffer  for  the  want  of  a  resident  legisla- 
ture. I  spoke  of  the  inquisitorial  man- 
nor  in  which  this  tax  has  been  collected; 
this  is  an  objection  which  lias  been  always 
found  to  awaken  the  constitutional  jea- 
lousy of  this  House,  and  perhaps  was  the 
efficient  cause  of  the  repeal  of  the  pro- 
perty tax.    If  it  be  the  boast  of  the  hum- 
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blest  man.  in  England  that  his  Hoase  ia 
his  castle,  I  fear  that  undier  the  operatioa 
of  this  act,  the  people  of  Ireland  have  no 
reason  to  be  very  proud  of  their  share  of 
such  a  privilege. 

Are  gentlemen  aware,  that,  under  the 
present  act,  the  collectors  can  demand  an 
entrance  into  every  room  in  every  house 
in  Ireland,  from  eight  in  the  morning 
until  sunset,  and  insist  upon  admission, 
under  a  penalty  of  90L  >  1  need  not  say 
that  there  might  be  instances,  in  the  case 
of  sick  persons  of  the  other  sex,  where 
every  gentleman  who  hears  me  would  re- 
coil at  the  idea  of  such  an  act  being  rigo- 
rously enforced  ;  and  I  must  add  in  can- 
dour, that  there  is  little  apprehension  of 
any  such  abuses  in  a  department  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  gentleman,  whose 
talents  and  assiduity  since  he  became 
chief  commissioner  of  excise  have  been 
gratefully  and  universally  acknowledged ; 
but  still  it  ia  no  answer  to  the  many  ob- 
jections against  the  harsh  provisions  of 
this  act,  that  they  are  not  as  rigorously 
enforced  as  they  might  be.  It  is  not  to 
be  forgotten,  that,  Imrsh  as  they  are,  they 
are  still  as  much  the  law  of  the  land  aa 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  under  them  a 
collector,  if  any  house  was  unoccupied  by 
the  absence  of  the  family  in  the  country^ 
or  for  any  ether  cause,  might,  after  the 
empty  formality  of  affixing  a  notice, 
break  open  the  ball  door  under  the  war- 
rant of  any  inspector  of  taxes,  and  seize 
and  sell  the  furniture  he  found  within. 
That  such  scruples  are  not  new  and  af- 
fected on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of 
Dublin,  but  recognized  and  sanctioned 
by  the  law  of  the  mnd,  is  evident  from  one 
fact  upon  record.  The  hearth  tax  waa 
abolished,  and  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
legislature,  in  the  preamble  of  the  act 
abolishing  that  obnoxioua  impost  (1st 
William  and  Mary,  chap.  10),  which  I 
now  beg  leave  to  read,  were— *'  Whereas 
Ilia  majesty  being  informed  that  the  re- 
venue of  hearth  money  was  grievous  to 
the  people,  was  pleased,  by  bis  gracious 
message  sent  to  the  Commons  assembled 
in  parliament,  to  signify  his  pleasure, 
either  to  agree  to  a  regulation  or  it,  or  to 
the  taking  it  wholly  away,  as  should  be 
thought  most  convenient  by  the  said  Com- 
mons: and  whereas,  upon  mature  deli- 
beration, the  said  Commons  do  find  that 
the  said  revenue  cannot  be  so  regulated, 
but  that  it  will  occasion  many  difficulties 
and  questions,  and  that  it  is  in  itself  not 
only  a  great  oppreft»iou  to  the  poorer  sort. 
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hot  a  badge  of  slavery  open  the  whole 
people*  exposing  every  man's  house  to  be 
entered  into  and  searched  at  pleasure  by 
persons  unknown  to.  him :  We,  your  ma- 
jesty's most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  the 
Commons,  being  filled  with  a  most  grateful 
sense  of  your  majesty's  unparalleled  grace 
and  favour  to  your  people,  not  only  by 
restoring  their  rights  and  libetties  which 
have  been  invaded  contrary  to  law,  but 
in  desiring  to  make  them  happy  and  at 
ease,  by  taking  away  such  burthens  as 
by  law  were  fixed  upon  them,  by  which 
your  majesty  will  erect  a  lasting  mo- 
nument of  your  goodness  in  every  house 
m  the  kingdom ;  do  most  humbly  be- 
seech vour  majesty  that  the  said  reve<* 
nue  of  hearth  money  may  be  wholly 
taken  away  and  abolished."  This,  Sir, 
is  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Eng- 
lish House  of  Commons,  so  long  ago, 
as  to  the  expediency  of  this  tax,  not- 
withstanding which  it  is  still  continued  in 
Ireland. 

I  have  but  one  other  topic  with  which 
I  would  trespass  further  on  the  House, 
and  that  is  one  of  the  first  importance, 
inasmuch  as  health  is  the  first  of  temporal 
blessings,  and  contagion,  for  the  time, 
perhaps  the  most  tremendous  of  all  na- 
tional calamities.  During  the  alarming 
{prevalence  of  fever  this  last  ^ear  in  Ire- 
and,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
faculty,  that  unless  the  houses  were  more 
generally  ventilated,  the  contagion  must 
spread,  and  a  plague  be  the  consequence. 
That  part  of  tne  city  of  Dublin  now  occu- 
pied by  the  poorer  orders  had  become 
miserably  unhealthy  from  the  constant 
devices  to  evade  the  tax,  by  stopping  the 
windows  and  excluding  the  lieht  and  air, 
so  that  the  inward  part  of  the  dwelline 
was  dark  and  noisome,  and  when  crowded 
by  fever  patients  served  as  so  many  nur- 
series for  contagion.  The  danger  became 
so  imminent,  that  the  government  took 
the  alarm,  and  the  right  hon.^  gentleman, 
who  for  so  long  a  period  had  conducted 
the  administration  of  Ireland,  with  equal 
firmness,  temper,  and  talent,  acted  here 
ia  a  manner  worthy  of  himself.  Aban- 
doning all  minor  considerations  of  revenue 
to  the  paramount  one  of  the  health  and 
gpeneral  safety  of  the  community,  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  eave  orders  that  all 
the  windows  which  had  been  hitherto 
closed  up,  and  that  were  necessary  for 
ventilation,  should  be  tlurown  open  for 
that  purpose,  without  subjecting  the 
owners  to  any  additional  daima  on  the 
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part  off  the  excise.  That  order,  feUow^ 
up  as  it  has  been  by  the  liberal,  prompt, 
and  decisive  measures  of  the  administni- 
tion,  for  the.  removal  and  providing  for  all 
fever  patieiito,ha8  preserved  Dublin,  under 
Divine  Providence,  from  an  impendlBg 
plague. 

For  the  repeal,  then,  of  a  tax  so  mi* 
versally  odious  to  the  oitismis  of  DubUii, 
I  am  now  to  move  on  their  behalf,  and  in 
obedience  to  their  unanimous  instruetiona* 
L  can  sincerely  assure  the  House,  that 
upon  this  question  they  have  but  one  sen- 
timent. Ijiey  are  all  as  one  man  against 
the  tax.  They  think  it  unjust  in  priociple, 
severe  and  unequal  in  ita  pressure,  uncoB* 
stitutional  in  its  levy,  and  in  all  its  prae- 
tical  effects  upon  the  poorer  onders,  and 
endangering  the  health  of  the  community. 
But  a&>ve  all,  they  feel,  and  feel  strongly, 
that  the  faith  of  the  government  is  pledged 
to  the  repeal  of  this  tax,  and  that  the  ex- 
action of  it  in  a  season  of  universal  peace 
is  a  continued  violation  of  that  engage* 
ment.  For  every  reason,  therefore,  iSsj 
think  themselves  entitled  of  mere  rights 
justice  and  good  fiiith,  to  the  total  repeal 
of  this  tax.  They  have  looked  for  the 
repeal  of  it,  and  the  disappointment  of 
last  session  was  eertainly  felt  with  great 
and  general  bitterness*  I  never  knew  th^ 
citisens  of  Dublb  upon  any  other  ques- 
tion so  solicitous,  ana,  at  the  same  time, 
so  unanimous*  I  am  sure  that  the  voice 
of  the  second  city  of  the  British  empire, 
and,  indeed,  I  may  say,  of  all  Ireland,  will 
never  be  heard  in  this  House  upon  any 
subject  with  indifierence*  I  have  stated 
the  grounds  upon  which  they  ask  for  thia 
rep^,  and  considering  it  in  a  mere  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  what  would  it  coat  the 
public  revenue  to  comply  ?  Why;  a  sum 
not  exceeding  annually  S00,000/.,  a  drop 
in  the  ocean  compared  with  the  vast  income 
of  the  empire.  And  I  think  they  will  be 
I  the  mdre  entitled  to  it,  when  we  take  a 
view  of  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
resources  of  the  two  countries  at  the  end 
of  the  war,  by  which  it  will  appear  that 
Ireland  has  contributed  much  more  than 
her  proportion  according  to  their  respec* 
tive  means.  By  the  Finance  returns  be- 
fore this  House,  for  the  year  ending  5th 
Jan.  1816,  the  last  year  of  the  war,  the 
nett  public  income  applicable  to  national 
objects,  and  to  payments  into  the  Exche* 
quer  for  England,  exclusive  of  loans, 
amounted  to  79,948,67(M.  Or*  2^*,  while 
that  of  Ireland  for  the  same  period 
amounted  only  to  a  sum  of  TfilOSfiWU 
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I7«.  7WL*    Iftd«ed,  I  bdieve  it  it  now  | 
peifecuy  well  understood  and  candidly  ad- 
mitted or  tiiote  who  took  the  moit  active 
part  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  that  two- 
aeventeendis  was,  considering  the  compa- 
ntive  resoorees  of  the  two  countries,  a 
larfer  contrifontion  than  should,  in  fiiir- 
neas,  have  been  assieaed  to  Ireland;  and 
•ocording  to  the  scue  of  their  respective 
incomes,  which  I  Iwve  just  mentioned,  the 
ratio  of  Ireland  shonld  not  be  so  much  afe 
SwO-eeventeenths,  but  rather  two  twenty- 
sMond  parts ;  so  thai  the  quota  of  Ire- 
li|nd*s  contribution  even  now  to  the  taxes 
of  the  empire,  ought  not  to  be  measured 
by  the  proportion  which  appears  to  have 
been  unfairly  struck  at  that  time ;  and  if 
any  thins  was  wanted  to  confirm  that,  it 
is  the  aJarming   and  rapidlj^  increasing 
aasount  of  the  insolvencies,  wluch  thecom- 
missioners  of  excise  have  been  obliged  to 
albw  in  the  city  of  Dublin  alone ;  for  by 
a  rstum  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and 
which  has  only  just  been  pnnted,  it  will 
appear  that  for  the  year  enaiog  the  5th  of 
January,  1816,  the  amount  was  d2(V.  ISr. 
44dL;onthe6tii  January,18l7,  itamounted 
to  8,148/.  lis.  6ff^  And  how  does  it  stand 
Ibrthe  last  year  to  the  5th  of  January  1818f 
It  amounu  to  8,791/.  lit.  64^.  besides  a 
very  considerable  arrear  uncollected,  all 
of  which  there  can  be  but  little  doubt 
must  be  allowed,  as  we  all  know  with  what 
persevering  diligence  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  has  been  enforced  in  Ireland.    I 
shall.  Sir,  trespsss  no  longer  upon  the  pa* 
tieace  of  the  House,  except  by  thanking 
them  for  the  indulgence  with  which  they 
have  heard  me ;  and  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  expressing  my  confident  hope, 
that  as  this  House  yielded  fourteen  mil- 
lions a  year  to  the  voice  of  the  people  of 
England,   they  will    not   now  deny  the 
paltry  sum  of  S0O,00tf.  to  the  patient 
endurance  and  tried  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.    I  now  move,  **  That  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  Act  of  the 
56th  of  the  king,  so  far  as  respects  the 
Tax  upon  Windows  and  Hearths  in  Ire- 
land.*' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  knowing  the  deep  interest  which  was 
attached  to  this  subject,  it  was  with  ex- 
treme regret  he  felt  himself  obliged  to 
state  his  objections  to  the  present  motion; 
bnl^  in  Justice  to  tiie  general  interests  of 
the  empire,  he  was  bound  to  oppose  the 
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hon.  gentleman's  proposition.    The  hon. 
^endeman  had  rested  his  motion  on  two 
distinct  grounds,*->fir8t,  the  expectation 
which,  consiBtentiy  with  the  good  faith  of 
parliament,  was  entertained  of  the  repeal 
of  this  tax  in  time  of  peace;  and,  next, 
the  oppressive  nature  of  the  tax  itself, 
which  bore  unequally  on  the  community, 
and  the  utter  imprActicability  of  rendering 
it  extensively  productive.    With  regard  to 
the  first  of  these  grounds,  it  rested  en- 
tirely on  a  fallacy.     Though  it  might, 
when  originally  proposed  in  Ireland,  have 
been  contemplated  as  a  war  tax,  yet  bav- 
ins been,  from  time  to  time,  enacted  and 
at  length  pledged  as  a  security  for  certain 
charges  on  the  consolidated  fund,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  lost  that  character; 
and  he  conceived  the  people  of  Ireland 
had  now  no  right  to  demand  its  repeal,  on 
the  ground  that  the  faith  of  parliament 
would  be  violated,  if  it  were  not  removed. 
In  hot,  it  could  not  be  repealed,  without 
acting  uniustiy  to  the  public  creditor;  and 
it  would  be  most  dangerous,  if,  to  confer 
a  boon  on  any  body  of  people,  the  legis- 
lature were  to  depart  frooi  tliose  great 
principles  which  formed  the  basis  of  pub- 
lic credit.    If  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
were  complied  with,  it  could  not  be  on 
any  ground  excejpt  that  of  commutation 
or  substitution ;  so  that  the  burthen  would 
necessarily  affect  them  in  another  way. 
It  was  a  fact  well   known,   and  whidi 
showed  that  the  fiiith  of  parliament  was 
not  pledged  for  the  removal  of  this  tax  ai 
the  end  of  the  war,  that  the  same  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Corry,  who 
proposed  it  in  the  Irish  parliament,  made 
no  proposition,  at  the  time  of  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  for  its  repeal.    But,   if  he 
even  had  noticed  such  a  pledge,  when  the 
peace  of  Amiens    was    concluded,  the 
proceedings  that  afterwards  took  place  in 
parliament  would  have  removed  the  effect 
of  such  notice.    In  the  next  parliament, 
the  tax  was  continued— though  certainly 
it  was  m  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
have  repealed  it,  if  they  thought  fit,  and 
to  have  introduced  any  other  tax  they 
pleased  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency 
which  such  an  act  would  have  created. 
But  it  having  been  pledged  for  a  part  of 
the  debt,  they  could  not,  on  any  principle 
of  good  faith,  have  enteruined  such   a 
proposition. — If  it  appeared,  indeed,  that 
Ireland,  had  made  an  exceedingly  losing 
bargain  in  granting  this  tax  as  a  security 
for  sums  b<^rowed  from  the  consolidated 
fimd|  a  queition  not  of  good  faith,  but  of 
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liberality,  with  respect  to  her,  might 
have  arisen.  If  it  could  be  pro?ed  that 
she  brought  more  than  her  regular  propor- 
tion to  the  consolidated  fund  of  the 
united  kingdom,  it  would  be  a  reason  for 
entering  into  a  minute  consideration  of  the 
subject.  But  this  was  not  the  cose.  The 
expenditure  of  Ireland,  at  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  two  treasuries,  was  6,  500,000/.; 
her  revenue  was  short  of  4,500,000/ ;  so 
that  the  whole  deficiency,  amounting  to 
2«000,000/.  might  be  said  to  arise  from 
that  consolidation,  Ireland  not  having  paid 
her  just  proportion.  That  deficiency  she 
was  bound  to  make  good.  The  war  taxes, 
with  respect  to  that  oountry,  as  well  as 
this,  were  kept  separate  and  apart,  sub- 
ject to  the  view  of  parliament.  The  sup- 
ply for  Ireland  being  raised  by  loan,  con- 
siderable taxes  were  pledged  as  a  secu- 
rity for  the  necessary  charges.  Parlia- 
ment no  doubt,  on  grounds  wise  and  just, 
thought  proper  to  adopt  a  different  prin- 
ciple with  respect  to  sums  raised  for  Ire- 
land, compared  with  those  procured  for 
the  service  of  this  country.  Here 
two  millions  were  raised  on  additional 
taxes,  without  touching  that  part  of  the 
public  revenue  pledged  for  the  public 
service ;  and  even  now  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  paid  between  3  and 
4,000,000/.  of  continued  war  taxes,  under 
the  head  of  excise.  With  respect  to  Ire- 
land, a  different  plan  was  pursued.  He 
should  be  very  sorry  to  deprive  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  any  relief  it 
could  fairly  expect.  The  interests  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland  were  insepa- 
rably united ;  and  it  would  afford  him  as 
much  pleasure  to  remove  from  the  people 
of  Ireland  any  burtlien  that  might  press 
severely  on  them,  as  to  relieve  any  part 
of  Yorkshire  from  an  obnoxious  tax.— 
With  respect  to  the  other  part  of  the  hon. 
members  argument,  whicli  was  founded 
on  the  peculiar  hardship  and  unequal  pres- 
sure or  the  tax.  The  hon.  gentleman 
must  be  aware,  that,  when  in  Ireland,  he 
had  made  some  inquiry  on  the  subject, 
and  be  was  very  far  from  being  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  operation  of  the  tax  was 
so  oppressive  as  had  been  stated.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  assessed  taxes, 
and  particularly  the  window  tax,  had  been 
increased  with  a  rapidity  and  to  an  extent, 
which  defeated  the  object  sought  to  be 
attained — that  of  producing  a  steady  per- 
manent revenue.  In  saying  this,  he  did 
not  mean  to  cast  any  reflections  on  his 
predecessor  in  the  office  which  he  now  had 
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the  honour  of  holdmg.  He  was  cftUed  on 
to  procure  the  supplies  within  the  year, 
and  was  prevented  from  adopting  other 
taxes*  Ttie  necessity  of  the  case  obliged 
him,  therefore,  to  lay  the  same  rate  of 
taxation  which  was  levied  in  England,  on 
similar  subjects  of  taxation  in  Ireland* 
But  this  mode  did  not  produce  such  a  re> 
venue  as  was  expected  from  it— With  re* 
spect  to  the  pressure  of  the  window  tax, 
he  begged  to  observe,  that  the  distress 
whioh  was  felt  in  Ireland,  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  provisions,  necessarily  ren- 
dered it  more  than  ordinarily  difficult  to  sup- 
port the  pressure  of  taxation  ;  but  it  cer* 
tainly  did  not  go  to  the  extent  which  some 
gentlemen  hadstated.  Perhaps,  it wouldnot 
be  improper  to  grant  a  certu  in  degree  of  re- 
lief to  the  people  of  Ireland,  with  respect  to 
this  particular  tax.  The  subject  had  not 
escaped  his  attention,  and  he  had  pre- 
pared a  schedule,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  a  considerable  relief  would  be 
extended  to  them.  The  general  principle 
would  be  to  relieve  the  people  of  Ireland 
from  the  additional  duty  of  25  per  cent.^ 
which  had  been  .laid  on  a  few  years  ago* 
The  relief  to  those  on  whom  the  tax 
pressed  most  heavily  would  be  25  per 
cent. ;  to  others  a  smaller  degree  of  relief 
would  be  granted.  He  was  obliged  to 
the  hon.  member  for  noticing  the  rumour, 
that  this  tax  had  tended  to  produce  con- 
tagion in  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  ob- 
struction of  air,  occasioned  by  the  shut- 
ting up  of  windows,  because  he  could  give 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  it.  His  answer 
was  this,  that  the  government  of  Irehind 
had  authorized  the  opening  of  wiodowB, 
deemed  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants,  without  payment  of  window 
tax,  when  application  was  made  for  that 
purpose ;  so  that  this  tax  could  not  fairly 
be  considered  as  the  means  of  extending 
a  dangerous  malady  in  Ireland.  The  go- 
vernment did  not  suffer  financial  conside- 
rations to  interfere  with  the  more  impor- 
tant question  of  the  health  and  security 
of  the  nation.  He  hoped  that  the  distress 
under  which  Ireland  had  laboured,  was  in 
progress  of  removal.  He  could  not  look 
to  the  accounts  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  connected  with  this  subject,  with- 
out feeling  the  utmost  satisfaction*  He 
felt  a  strong  conviction,  on  examining 
these  documents,  that  the  trade  of  Inelana 
was  improving,  tJiat  industry  was  reviving, 
that  property  was  increasing,  and  ihat  the 
comH)rts  of  the  people  were  hourly  ex- 
tending*    When  the  cj^ports  from  this 
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coaDtry,  in  the  last  year,  were  greater,  in 
official  Talue,  than  in  almoBt  any  preced- 
ing year,  he  could  not  but  suppoie  that 
the  prosperity  of  Ireland  had  had  a  pro- 
portionate increase.  Referring  to  the 
consumption  of  those  articles  which  best 
showed  the  state  of  industry  and  of  afflu- 
ence in  a  country,  he  found  it  was  con- 
siderably  greater  than  it  had  been  for 
some  years  past  The  oonsunaption  of 
tea,  wine,  and  sugar,  had  greatly  increas* 
ed:  and  he  hoped  and  believed,  from  va* 
rious  circumstances,  that  the  clouds 
which  had  long  hung  over  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland  were  about  to  be  dissipated. 
He  had  already  expressed  his  wish  to , 
grant  seme  relief  with  respect  to  this  par- 
ticular burthen,  and  he  conceived  that  the 
mode  which  he  ^stated  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  than 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  con- 
sider what  was  to  be  done.  He  should 
oppose  the  motion,  first,  on  the  ground 
of  the  good  faith  which  was  due  to  the 
puUic  creditor,  and  next,  because  he  con- 
ceived that  an  immediate  relief,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  would  be  much  better  than  to 
wait  for  the  deliberation  of  a  committee, 
which  must  necessarily  consume  a  consi- 
derable time,  and  might  finally  end  in  an 
inefficient  proposition.  When  he  observed 
the  number  or  applications  for  relief,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  from  the  pressure 
of  one  tax  and  another,  in  both  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  he  coiUd  not  but 
think  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  to 
make  a  firm  stand,  and  only  to  give  way 
where  the  distress  was  most  obvious  and 
severe. 

Mr.  Plunkett  regretted,  that  the  motion 
•f  his  hoo  friend,  introduced  as  it  was 
with  so  much  candour,  moderation,  and 
propriety,  had  not  been  acceded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  In  the  course 
of  his  speech,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  expressed  the  utmost  desire  to  grant 
every  relief  in  his  power  to  the  people  of 
Ireland ;  but  the  line  of  conduct  he  had 
pursued  was  by  no  means  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  such  a  disposition.  To  prove 
that  this  was  not  a  war  tax,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  referred  to  observations 
made  by  the  Irish  chaneellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. He  begged  leave,  in  addition  to 
this,  to  refer  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  language  of  the  acts  of  parliament 
themselves.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  there  see  dear,  direct,  and  specific 
evidence*  that  the  tax  was  only  intended 
as  a  war  tax.    It  wfu  fiisl  introduced  in 


1799,  and  the  House  would  find,  by  the 
40th  of  the  king,  cap.  4,  that  the  tax  was 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  an 
e&ctive  force  of  49,973  men— -that  was 
for  the  express  purpose  of  maintaining  a 
war  establishment.  It  was  recited,  in  the 
body  of  the  act,  that  the  tax  was  laid  on 
for  this  purpose,  and  for  no  other.  If  it 
were  not  then  a  war  tax — completely  in- 
capable of  being  explained  away— he  was 
utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  a  war  tax 
was.  In  the  same  session  the  act  of  the 
40th  of  the  king,  c.  52,  was  passed.  By 
this  act,  certain  regulations  were  intro- 
duced, **  for  the  better  collecting  rates 
and  taxes  on  dwelling-houses  inhabited, 
in  respect  of  windows  and  lights  therein, 
and  to  prevent  frauds — be  it  enacted, 
that  those  houses  built  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1799,  shall  be  rated,  accprding 
to  the  windows  they  then  had,  for  three 
years  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
said  act,  provided  the  present  war  shall 
so  long  continue.*'  Now  it  did  surprise 
him,  how  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman,  wnose 
acute  mind  coiud  not  have  suffered  this 
act  of  parliament  to  have  passed  unno- 
ticed, could,  after  a  reference  to  it,  have 
had  any  doubt  on  the  subject  of  the 
nature  of  the  tax.  But,  if  he  still  retained 
a  doubt,  he  hoped  it  would  not  extend 
beyond  the  precincts  of  his  own  mind,  and 
that  the  House  would  agree  in  opinion, 
that  the  tax  was  clearly  a  war  tax.  If, 
then,  it  was  a  war  tax,  he  would  proceed 
to  examine  the  ground  on  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  refused  to  put  an  end  to 
it,  when  an  end  had  been  put  to  the  war. 
He  stated,  that  at  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr. 
Corry,  who  had  proposed  the  tax,  did  not 
think  it  right  to  move  for  a  repeal  of  it. 
Now,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  fiiir 
inference,  because  a  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer was  not  in  the  greatest  hurry- 
did  not  seise  the  earliest  opportunity^to 
remove  the  burthens  of  the  people,  that, 
therefore,  no  pledge  for  their  remo^  had 
been  given,  in  the  short  period  during 
which  peace  then  prevailed,  it  was  not 
surprising,  perhaps,  that  the  tax  was  not 
taken  off.  But  the  people  having  su&red 
injustice  for  a  certain  period  of  time,  &d 
not  furnish  a  good  argument  for  refusing 
to  do  them  justice,  when  their  eyes  were 
opened  and  thew  applied  for  redress.— The 
right  hon.  gentlensan  said,  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  faith  with  the  public  creditor, 
if  it  were  repealed,  when  it  was  pledged 
as  a  socnrity  for  g  part  of  the  cbaige  on 
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gentleman  had,  he  conceived^  8up|>lied 
im  with  an  answer  to  this  argument.  He 
was  himself  ready  to  give  up  25  per  cent 
of  this  tax.  He  was  willing  to  break  one- 
fourth  of  his  good  faith  with  the  public 
creditor.  In  point  of  principle,  he  here 
gave  up  his  whole  argument:  he  left  it 
without  support.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would 
wish  to  keep  faith  inviolate  with  tiie  pub- 
lic creditors.  Some  other  tax  must  be 
found  to  pay  them ;  but  it  was  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  devise  a  tax  for 
that  purpose,  and  not  for  his  hon.  friend, 
who  made  the  present  motion,  to  supply 
him  with  ways  and  mean«.-«He  protested, 
the  more  he  considered  the  admissions 
contained  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
statement,  the  more  he  was  surprised  at 
his  opposing  the  proposition  for  a  com« 
mittee,  since  a  committee  was  the  proMt 
place  to  consider  what  modifications  ougnt 
to  be  made  in  the  tax.-— He  should  now 
shortly  advert  to  the  produce  of  the  t$x. 
In  1810,  it  produced  173,509^  An  ad- 
ditional duty  of  50  per  cent  was  then  laid 
on ;  which,  supposing  the  same  number 
of  windows  continued  to  be  used,  ought 
to  have  produced  S47,018^  An  addi- 
tional duty  of  25  per  cent  was  aflerwards 
imposed,  which,  on  the  last-mentioned 
sum,  should  have  given  86,750/.  The 
whole  amount  of  the  tax,  then,  according 
to  his  calculation,  supposing  the  entire 
number  of  windows  to  have  been  used, 
which  were  taxed  in  1810,  would  be 
427,277/.— Now  what  was  the  fact  ?  In 
the^  last  year,  it  amounted  to  802,014/. — 
which  left  a  deficit  nearer  to  one-third 
than  one'quarter  of  the  estimated  produce 
of  the  tax.  If  this  were  the  fact,  it  was 
not  difficult  to  discover  the  quantity  of 
vrindows  stopped  up,  and  the  measure  of 
light  and  air  of  which  the  people  of  Ire- 
land had  been  deprived.-— The  right  hon. 
gentleman  said  that  Ireland  had  not  paid 
er  fair  contribution  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  empire.  This  was  a  position  to  which 
he  could  not  accede.  Ireland  certainly 
had  not  paid  the  2*17tfas  stipulated  for  at 
the  time  of  the  union;  and  for  the  plainest 
of  all  possible  reasona,  because  she  could 
not»-because  a  burtheii,  utterly  dispro- 
portioned  to  her  strength,  had  oeen  im- 
posed on  her.  What  had  been  her  exef  • 
tioDs?  The  ram  now  paid  into  tha  trea- 
sary  was  three  limes  Im  inonm  of  her 
nett  income  at  the  lime  of  die  uiiod,  and, 
notwithstanding  tfaisb  the  debt  of  Indand 
liad  iocfetsed  nearly  ftvie-isid  ilace  Ail 
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event.  Was  net  this  a  proof  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  union,  a  BMstaken  estimste 
had  been  made  of  heir  powers?  The 
statement  sounded  v^v  well  at  the  time. 
It  was  gratffyioff  to  the  people  of  this 
country  to  be  iM^^**  You  are  very  much 
in  debt,  it  is  true— but  Ireland  is  to  pay 
a  considerable  portion  of  it.''  They  were 
now,  however,  dealing  with  sober  realities. 
Ireland  would  not»  for  she  could  not  pay 
lU  On  this  country  it  must  fall.  Ireland 
could  not  exert  hersdf  bqfond  her 
strength-«she  could  not  pay  beyond  her 
means.*^[Heer,  hear.]-^Every  part  of 
the  empire  ought  to  snppcNrt  the  stale* 
and  contribate  to  its  exigencies,  accordmg 
to  the  extent  of  its  ability.  He  hoped  he 
should  not  be  looked  on  as  an  individoalf 
who,  in  his  place  in  that  House,  weuU 
advise  any  portion  of  the  people  to  shrink 
from  bearing  their  fair  share  of  the  public 
burthens;  but  resources  could  not  be 
wrung  from  an  exhausted  populattoo. 
This  tax  was  utterly  odious  ana  hateful  in 
Ireland.  It  was,  therefore,  the  duly  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  find  some 
means  of  filling  up  any  deficiency  which 
its  repeal  might  create,  and  to  bow  to  the 
generially-expressed  sense  of  the  country. 
Those  who  called  for  the  repeal,  stood  on 
the  ground  of  the  faith  of  parliament,  and 
on  the  principle  that  a  war  tax  should  not 
be  continued  in  time  of  peace.  War  taxes 
to  the  amount  of  17,000,000/.  were 
remit^ed~to  the  people  of  this  country 
while  a  trifling  relief  of  two  or  S00,000r. 
was  alone  granted  to  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  in  his  place, 
that  it  was  most  important  to  continue  the 
Income  lax:  he  liad  declared  that  the 
business  of  the  country  could  not  be 
carried  on  without  it.  But  the  House 
thought  it  was  just  and  proper  that  it 
should  be  removed.  And,  after  parlia- 
ment had  declared  its  sentiments  on  the 
rabjed,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman?  He  felt  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pay  due  deference  to 
their  opinion^he  came  down  to  the 
House,  and,  voluntarily,  gave  up  the  war 
malt  tax«-^He  begged  leave  to  ask,  how 
the  riffht  hon.  gentleman,  acting  in  hia 
financial  capacity  for  the  whole  empiret 
heving  liatened  to  the  Toiceof  the  English 
people,  conveyed  through  their  represen- 
tatives  having  obeyed  their  call,  and 
given  up  the  Inceme  tax-^could  now  re- 
nme  to  bow  to  the  seniimentt  of  Ihe  pee* 
pie  of  Ireknd,  expfMsed  in  Ihe  mesi  un** 
equtfecil  nnd  ttoil  CMiMitutionAt  mnn* 


253]         Repetiofihe  Window  Tax  in  Ireland.    •    ApAil  *21,  1818*  \25i 

ner  ?    He  «pi^e   warmly— nor   was   it  |  right  hoD.  gentleniaii  waa  rarataken  in  hit 
wonderfol  that  he  should,  seeing  what  he 


had  seen  in  that  country  with  which  he 
was  numediately  connected — ^bvt  he  meant 
nothing  offiensivc  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
whose  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  Ire- 


man, 


landy  were,  he  )>e1ieTed,  s!n(cere.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  observed,  that 
some  relief^  granted  at  the  nresent  time, 
would  have  a  much  better  emct  than  any 
that  could  be  produced  by  waiting  for 
the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  a  com- 
mittee*  He»  however,  could  see  nothing 
to  prevent  the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  from 
granting  that  renef,  and  acceding  also  to 
the  propoiition  for  a  committee.  THear, 
bear!]  The  committee,  he  might  rest 
assured,  would  throw  no  impediment  in 
the  way  of  any  relief  he  might  be  inclined 
to  grant.  Indeed,  having  received  the 
boon  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  spoken,  the  committee  could  go  to 
work  with  more  spirit.  Were  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  go  back  to  Dublin- 
were  he  to  notice  the  unhappy  beings 
whom  he  would  meet  in  every  direction 
—were  he  to  mark  their  meagre  and 
famished  countenances,  and  to  witness 
the  despair  which  characterised  their 
look s~ were  he  to  know  the  disappoint* 
ment  which  had  settled  in  the  mmds  of 
the  better  order  of  people,  deprived  as 
they  were  of  their  ordinary  comforts — he 
could  not  avoid  feeling  a  great  anxiety,  if 
it  could  be  reconciled  with  the  public  in- 
terest, to  remove  those  burthens  which 
fressed  most  heavily  on  the  people  of 
reland* 
Mr.  Ped  auured  the  House,  that  no 
man,  however  nearly  connected  with  Ire- 
land, would  be  more  bappv  to  support  any 
measure  favourable  to  it  than  himself. 
He  would  be  happy  to  afibrd  every  relief 
to  the  people  [of  Ireland  for  the  great 
patience  with  which  they  had  borne  all 
the  burthens  imposed  upon  them  by  the 
late  war ;  but  he  thought  that  nothing 
was  more  easy  than  bringing  forward 
general  principles,  and  applying  them  as 
arguments  agamst  any  particular  tax.  As 
far  as  the  case  of*  Ireland  was  a  peculiar 
one,  he  thought  it  entitled  to  particular 
attention.  If  the  case  which  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  had  stated  could  be  made 
out— if  it  could  be  shown  that  parliament 
were  pledged  to  the  repeal  of^the  tax  at 
the  close  of  the  vrar,  there  was,  he  con- 
ceived, very  little  discretion  left  but  to 
lepeal  it ;  but  he  denied  that  such  a  pledge 
hM  been  given.    He  conceived  that  the 


construction  of  the  act  to  which  he  had 
referred.    He  should  explain  the  act  to 
the  House.    When  the  tax  had  been  first 
imposed,   in    1799  by  Mr.  Corry,    the 
windows  which  were  opened  on  the  1st  of 
January  in  that  year  were  charged.    This 
same   regulation   was   proposed   to   be 
adopted  m  the  next  year,  thoueb  it  wa» 
known  that  in  the  interim  severaTwiodowa 
had  been  closed  up.    Several  petitions 
were  sent  in  against  it,  and  it  was  alleged, 
as  a  sreat  hmship,  that  persons  should 
be   charged    Ibr   windows  which    they 
ceased  to  use ;  but  it  was  answered,  that 
such  a  regulation  was  only  to  continue  for 
three  years,  if  the  war  lasted  so  long.    In 
1800,  there  had  been  two  acts  passed 
relating  to  the  tax,  one  for  continuing  it, 
and  the  other  for  regulating  its  collection, 
according  to  the  first  plan,  and  the  worda 
to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
alluded,  were  not  the  wor£  of  the  act  for 
•ontinuin^  the  tax,  but  of  that  for  re- 
gulating It.    It  was  not,  therefore,  that 
the  tax  should  cease  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  if  the  war  continued  so  long,  but 
that  such  regulation  should  only  exist  for 
that  time.    This  he  conceived  was  a  direct 
answer  to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  with  respect  to  the  pledge. 
Indeed,  so  far  was  the  Irish  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  of  that  day  from  conceiving 
that  a  pledge  had  been  given,  that  when, 
in  1803,  be  re-proposed  the  tax,  he  denied, 
in  answer  to  a  Question  from  the  member 
for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Dawson),  that  he  had 
given  any  such  pledge,  and  the  tax  was 
again  passed,  and  he  should  add,  that  in 
]807i  the  right  hon.  baronet  opposite  (bit 
Ji  Newport)  had  proposed,  that  several  of 
the  war  taxes  which  used  to  be  continued 
from  year  to  year,  one  of  which  was  the 
window  tax,  should  be  made  permanent, 
which  was  agreed  to.    The  right  hon. 
baronet  had  assimilated  those  taxes   to 
the  system  which  prevailed  in  England ; 
but  he  bad  formed  no  exception  in  favour 
of  this  particular   tax.    One   argument 
had  been  made  use  of  in  support  of  the 
proposed  measure,  namely,  that  the  Irish 
parliament  was  pledged  to  the  repeal  of 
this  tax;  but  u  the  hon.  member  who 
made  that  observation  would  look  to  the 
words  of  Mr.  Corry,  the  Irish  chancellor 
of  exchequer  at  the  time  the  tax  was  im- 
posed, he  would  find  that  there  was  no 
direct  pledge  given,  and  that  the  continu- 
ance or  repeal  of  the  tax  sher  the  war  was 
left  as  a  subject  of  farther  consideration. 
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the  8tate  one^tenth  of  that  sum.  He 
strongly  recommended  to  parliamtot  to 
lessen  the  taxation  on  Ireland  at  present* 
that  she  might  be  better  able  to  bear  it  at  a 
future  period.  This  would  be  the  soundest 
policy  with  respect  both  to  Great  Britain 
and  to  Ireland,  whose  interests  were,  in  his 
opinion,  inseparable.  There  was  but  one 
universal  opinion  in  Ireland  with  respect 
to  the  tax  under  consideration,  namelyi 
that  it  was  a  tax  peculiarly  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  the  war,  and  that  it  was 
distinctly  understood  that  it  was  to  be  re- 
mitted on  the  return  of  peace.  He  had 
entered  thus  far  into  the  details  of  the  state 
of  Ireland  regarding  taxation,  merely  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  Ireland  respecting 
the  exertions  she  had  made  in  the  com- 
mon cause ;  and  he  was  happy  to  say,  that 
even  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this 
subject  had  borne  him  out  in  the  repre- 
sentation he  had  attempted  to  establish, 
namely,  that  Ireland  had  fairly  and  con- 
scientiously discharged  whatever  ought  to 
hate  been  expected  of  her  at  the  period 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  union. 

Sir  N.  Colthurst  said,  that  after  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  question  had  been 
advocated  by  the  hon.  members  who  pre- 
ceded him,  he  had  little  to  add  in  its 
favour.  He  fully  agreed  with  the  state- 
ments made  bv  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
spoke  la&t,  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
poor  in  Cork.  He  gave  the  Irish  govern- 
ment every  credit  for  the  exertions  they 
had  made  m  affording  assistance  in  check- 
ing the  progress  of  fever,  yet,  he  must 
observe,  that  were  it  not  for  the  poorer 
classes  having  been  obliged  to  stop  their 
windows  to  evade  the  tax,  the  disorder 
might  in  a  great  degree  have  been  pre- 
vented. He  gave  his  most  cordial  support 
to  the  motion. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  was  surprised  at  the 
opposition  which  this  businessnad  received 
from  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  more  particularly  as  the  in- 
dulgence sought  had  for  its  object  the 
devising  of  the  best  means  to  nreserve 
the  lives  of  the  people  of  Irelaoa,  whose 
sufferings  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
admitted  to  be  extremely  severe,  one- 
fourth  of  which,  had  it  been  experienced 
in  this  country,  would  have  produced  the 
most  alarming  effects.  Tills  burthen  of 
taxation  he  would  call  a  mortal  burthen ; 
because  it  affected  most  materially  the 
lives  of  many  in  that  country,  as  bad 
been  sufficientiv  proved  by  the  report 
of  the   medical  gentlemen  of  Dublini 
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who  had  asserted  that  not  less  than 
8,000  persons  had  sufflsred  from  the 
effects  of  the  contagious  disease  then 
raging  in  the  capital  of  Ireland.  Would 
the  right  hon.  gendeman  insist  that  they 
should  still  continue  to  close  up  their  win- 
dows, although  thereby  they  opened  for 
themselves  sure  and  certain  graves  ?  That 
right  hon.  gentleman  should  recollect  how 
he  had  entreated  the  House  formerly-^ 
**  For  God's  sake,  withdraw  your  opposi- 
tion for  the  present,  and  I  will  withdraw 
afler  the  expiration  of  the  war,  the  tax  !'•' 
Such  had  been  the  understanding  respect- 
ing the  Income  tax ;  and  would  it  be  arga- 
ed,  that  after  so  considerable  a  sum  in  tax« 
ation  as  seventeen  millions,  in  the  shape 
of  income  tax^  had  been  givenf  op  upon  a 
point  of  honour,  that  ministers  should 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  suggestion  of  honour 
in  this  case,  and  refuse  to  withdraw  so 
trifling  a  proportion  of  the  general  taxa- 
tion, which  had  so  eagerly  been  solicited 
by  the  Irish  people  ?    if  the  tax  were  not 

given  Up,  the  fact  would  be,  that  the  pro- 
uce  or  it  would  be  daily  reducing.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  advantageous  to  go- 
vernment to  reflect  upon  those  two  poli- 
tical truths— <'  Ex  nihOo  nU  Ju.^  and 
'<  Lex  neminem  cogit  ad  imposnlnliaJ'  In 
simpler  phrase,  there  was  no  use  in  at- 
tempting to  levy  a  tax  where  it  was  morally 
impossible  to  enforce  its  payment— a  fact 
which  he  was  satisfied  would  be  proved 
upon  a  reference  of  the  matter  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  it. 
The  chancellor  of  the  British  exchequer 
was  also  chancellor  of  the  Irish  exchequer, 
and  he  was  glad  of  it,  as  he  was  eonvmced 
that  more  knowledge  or  more  humanity 
could  not  be  vested  in  any  man,  and  he 
hoped  he  would  display  both  by  acceding 
to  the  repeal  of  the  window  tax.  At  least 
he  hopea,  that  instead  of  one-fourth|  die 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  agree  to  remit 
one^half. 

Mr.  Oratian  stated  the  various  grounds 
upon  which  he  submitted  to  the  House 
that  the  tax  should  be  taken  off.  The 
first  was,  that  the  endeavours  to  increase 
its  productiveness  had  all  failed,  and  that 
instead  thereof,  the  produce  of  tlie  tax 
had  fidlen  fiom  dSOiOOM.  to  900,000^. 
The  second  connsted  in  the  avowed 
inability  of  the  lower  orders  of  tlie  people 
to  pay  the  tax.  The  third  reason  for  its 
abolition  would  be  found  in  the  breaofa  of 
promise  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  go- 
vernment to  the  people  of  Ireland  at  the 
time  of  its  enactment.    The  fourth  con- 
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fisced  'in  the  appeal  to  the  humanity^  of 
gorernmeot,  arising  from  the  alarming 
•latementa  furniahed  to  them  a«  to  the 
progress  of  disease  in  Ireland.     Whh* 
out  stating  it  as  a  suhject  of  accasalion» 
he  certainly  thought  the  question  of  breach 
of  faith  on  the  pert  of  parliament  or  go- 
vernment was  a  fit  subject  for  examination 
in  the  committee^  should  the  House  con- 
sent  to  go  into  the  oonunittee*  As  to  the 
dangerous  prevalepce  of  the  fever  being 
in  part  attributable  to  the  confined  air  of 
the  abodes  of  the  poori  there  could  be  no 
stronger  proof  than  the  relaxation  granted 
by  govemmenty  enaUing  die  parties  de- 
prived of  adequate  ventilation  to  open 
their  windows  without  being  liable  to  the 
lax.    The  question,  theny  for  the  House 
lo  determine  was^  whether  there  was  any 
part  of  the  petitbn  which  ought  to  be 
examined  in  a  committee.    Perhaps  the 
committee- might  propose  an  additional 
modification ;  perhaps  the  evil  might  be 
inpart  redtessed.    He  by  no  means  con- 
sidered the  stale  of  our  finances  such  as 
should  produce  despondency,  but  rather 
revision.     There  was,   therefore,  room 
enough  to  provide  for  the  redress  of  this 
peculiar  grievance  as  affecting  Ireland. 
Me  would  auspicate  nothing  but  good 
from  that  committee;  for  certain  he  was. 
that  no  member  of  that  committee  would 
feel  himself  justified  in  derogating  horn 
the  character  of  Ireland  fpr  her  ready 
compliance  in  the  hour  when  it  became 
necessary- to  sacrifice  her  all  in  a  grand 
•trugffle  for  the  common  cause.    He  be- 
liey^most  sincerely  that  Ireland  mieht  be 
relieved  without  any  general  injury  neing 
inflicted  on  the  finances  of  this  country. 
Ireland  was  in  that  sUte  that  she  should 
be  carefuUy  nursed.    You  must  treat  her 
like  4  child.  You  must  not  lay  too  heavy 
a  burthen  on  her,  otherwise  you  will  de- 
stroy her  future  strength,     lou  will  find 
It  your  interest  at  present  to  encourage 
the  trade  of  Ireland ;  and  by  imposing 
moderate  taxes  on  her,  suited  to  her  abi- 
Uty,  you  will  produce  present  harmony 
and  future  streiwth.    By  increasing  your 
taxes,  yea  will  £id  that  vou  will  diminish 
your  revenue  instead  of  augmenting  it. 
For  one,  he  should  vote  for  going  into 
a  committee ;  but  he  could  not  forget, 
that  even  if  the  committee  should  be  lost, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  professed 
his  readiness  to  consent  to  a  dmimution 
of  the  tax ;  and  he  hoped  that,  at  all 
•vents,  some  regulations  would  be  de- 
vised for  leadering  it  len  oppressive. 


Mr.  PamM  was  sorry  for  the  ditcou- 
ragement  whioh  had  been  given  to  the 
proposition  by  the  ririit  hon.  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  He  could  not  see  that 
Ireland  had  not  borne  her  fair  proportion 
of  taxation  and  privation  for  some  years 
past,  although  he  was  satisfied  the  tay 
was  a  very  ii\)udicious  one,  as  the  persons 
resident  in  houses  of  thb  inferior  oescrip- 
tion  were  not  able  to  afford  a  single  shil- 
ling as  a  contribution  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  state.  He  attributed  this  financinl 
error  in  practice  to  one  of  a  more  general 
nature,  whidi  was  the  assuming,  at  the 
period  of  the  Union,  that  Ireland  ought, 
m  the  ratio  of  her  exports  to  those  of 
this  country,  to  contribute  to  our  finan- 
cial exigencies  in  the  proportion  of  twc^ 
seventeenths— a  proportion  much  too 
large^  it  being  very  fiuJaciously  supposed, 
that  the  exports  of  Ireland  were  proofs  of 
her  wealth,  whereas,  being  all  raw  com- 
modities, exported  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  from  other  countries  that  which 
she  ought  to  produce  within  herself,  these 
exports  were  only  proofs  of  her  poverty. 
But  the  causes  of  the  depression  of  Ire* 
land  were  to  be  found  in  her  own  mia- 
management  of  her  aflbirs.  She  was  not 
even  permitted  to  pave  or  light  the  streets 
of  her  metropolis,  but  a  most  burthen- 
some  and  expensive  board  must  be  ap- 
pointed for  superintending  that  petty  ob- 
ject. Upon  the  whole,  i&e  causes  of  her 
unproductiveness,  in  a  financial  point  of 
view,  might  be  attributed  to  the  depres- 
sion of  the  public  mind,  arising  from  the 
present  moue  of  governing  that  country. 

Mr.  May  recapitulated  several  of  the 
preceding  arguments,  and  concluded  by 
voting  in  fiivour  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Shajfiand  Carem  said,  that  every 
principle  or  humanity  and  justice  required 
the  House  to  repeal  this  tax.  The  very 
preamble  of  the  tax,  in  point  of  justice, 
ought  to  induce  the  House  to  remit  it. 
At  all  events,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer ought  to  consent  to  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  committee  to  Inquire  into  the 
facts. 

Mr.  W.  SmUh  said,  he  had  heard  with 
surprise,  that  officers  of  the  revenue  were 
allowed  in  Irebnd  to  enter  every  house 
and  room  in  the  house  to  learn  the  num- 
ber of  windows.  He  trusted  that  sudi 
a  practice  would  no  longer  be  allowed  in 
Ireland,  any  more  than  it  was  in  England. 
It  bad  been  said,  that  the  tax  would  be 
given  up  by  a  liberal  goveniment;  such 
oendocti  however,  was  no  proof  of  libt- 
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Tttlitv.  Officers  of  the  feveoue,  in  the 
dischaige  of  their  daty,  ought  to  go  round 
the  outHide  of  the  house,  or  at  most  to 
pass  through  it.  The  tax,  indeed,  might 
in  that  Wtty  be  dtminished  ;  but  a  regard 
would  be  shown  for  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  who  would  submit  with  Jess  reluc- 
tance to  pay  what  remained  of  the  tax. 
Be  hupea  the  chaacellor  of  the  exche- 
quer would  find  sufficient  resources  in  a 
wise  economy  to  enable  him  to  do  without 
the  tax. 

Mr.,Fe^  Moore  thought  a  sufficient 
resource  in  lieu  of  the  tax  might  be  found 
in  a  judicious  system  of  economy.  For 
his  own  part,  he  considered  the  tax  so 
oppressive,  that  he  would  sooner  consent 
to  levy  the  same  sum  on  England  than 
that  the  tax  should  not  be  repealed.  It 
was  a  question  that  was  doiely  connected 
widi  tne  health  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  population  of  that  part  of  the  em- 
pire. A  fourth  part  of  the  tax  might  be 
remitted  in  the  mean  time,  and  a  select 
committee  might  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Calcrq/t  said,  the  -question  before 
the  House  was,  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  inouire  into  the  window* 
tax  of  Ireland.  He  was  not  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  that  country; 
but  he  thought  that  this  question  stood 
on  so  narrow  a  ground  that  he  was  per- 
fectly master  of  it.  He  thought  that  the 
question  ought  to  ffo  to  a  committee ;  but 
if  it.  were  for  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax,  he 
lAould  Tote  for  it.  How  many  indivi- 
duals from  that  part  of  the  country  had 
declared  that  the  health  and  lives  of  the 
people  were  affected  by  diis  tax  I  Suffi- 
cient ground  had,  therefore,  been  raised 
for  an  inquiry  at  least.  He  was,  indeed, 
ao  satisfied  by  the  medical  opinions  which 
bad  been  given  of  the  injurious  conse- 
quences or  this  ux,  that,  if  no  other 
grounds  were  stated,  he  should  be  induced 
to  vote  for  the  repeal.  The  House  ou^t 
to  get  rid  of  this  tax  altogether.  The 
rieht  hon.  gentleman  had  frequently  grant- 
ed committees  on  miidi  slighter  grounds, 
and  yet,  in  this  instance,  he  resisted  a 
committee  for  inquiry.  Tlie  remission  of 
taxation  since  the  peace  had  been  very 
unequal  as  to  Ireland  and  England.  The 
question  had  been  completely  carried  by 
argument,  and  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer would  be  obliged  upon  a  future 
day  to  move  for  the  repeal  or  the  tax.  It 
was  surely  inconsistent  to  deny  SOO,OOOJL 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  when  the  war  malt 
fax,  amountiflg  to  2fiQ0fiO0l.  had  been 


taken  off  from  the  people  ^this  tbuntry. 

Mr.  Robert  Shaxo  replied.  He  in  par* 
ticular  referred  to  theiropressionattempted 
to  be  made  on  the  House,  by  stating  that 
as  the  window  tax  only  fell  oh  tenants  in 
houses  having  seven  windows,  it  could 
not  be  supposed  to  affect  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin.  Now,  in  that 
city  few  of  the  houses  of  the  poorest  dasa 
had  less  than  that  number — almost  all  had 
considerably  more.  He  felt  so  stronglj 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  thia 
concession,  not  only  to  Uublin,  but  to  all 
Ireland,  that  he  snould  proceed  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  going  into  a  committee  upon  the 
sulgect 

The  question  being  put,  the  House 
divided : 

Yeas 51 

Noes 67 

Majority  against  the  Motion«.f«  --IS 

Lki  of  the  Minority. 


Archdall,  M. 
Althorp,  lord 
Burroughs,  sir  W. 
Birch,  J. 
Bennet,  H.  G. 
Babineion,T. 
Calcrah,  J. 
Gaul6eld,H.. 
Cooper,  S. 
Chichester.  A. 
Coropton,  lord 
CareWyS. 
Douglas,  F.S. 
Dickmson,  W. 
Flood,  sir  F. 
Forbes,  Charles 
Fa^erly.N. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Grordou,  R. 
Grattan,  H. 
Grant  J.  P. 
Hamilton,  U. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hart,  general 
Hornby,  E. 
Lstouche,  J. 
Latouche,R. 
Lamb,  W. 
l«fevre,C.  S. 
MitcheU,  general 
Martin,  J. 


Mackintosh,  m  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  F. 
Nugent,  lord 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Oid,W. 
Ogle,  H.  M, 
Parnell,  W. 
Flunkett,  W.  C. 
Ponsonby,  F. 
Shaw,  B. 
Sm^th,J.H. 
Smith,  R.* 
Smith,  W. 
Sharp,  R. 
Stanley,  lord 
Talbot,  R.  W. 
Tierney,  G. 
Wilkins,  W, 

Paisep  off. 
Abercromby,J. 
Brougham,  H. 
Curwen,  J.C. 
Duncannon,  lord 
Fergusson,  sir  fi. 
Fit^mld,  lord  W.. 
lAinDton,J.G. 
North,  D. 
Robarts,*A. 
Sefton,  lord 


High  Baxlivf  or  Wbstmivstik.] 
Mr.  Mareh  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move,  that  the  order  be  discharged  for 
the  production  of  an  account  of  the  In- 
come of  the  High  Bafliff  of  Westminster. 
The  ground  of  the  former  motion,  with 
which  the  present  was  mmeotedi  and  by 
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wbich  it  wai  intended  to  remunerate  him 
forienrices  performed  during  the  elections 
for  the  city  of  Westminster,  was  not  that 
his  regular  income  was  inadequate,  but 
tlut  he  was  by  law  required  to  erect  and 
prepare  hustings  for  carrying  on  the  elec- 
tions for  Westminster,  and  that  notwith- 
standing such  liability,  he  was  not  by  law 
entitled  to  any  remuneration  for  the  ex- 
pense to  which  he  was  thus  occasionally 
pot  from  time  to  time.  The  result  of  that 
notion  had  been  an  order  for  the  return 
of  tiie  high  bailiff's  income.  As  the  effect 
of  these  returns  would  be  to  expose  to 
persons  uninterested  in  the  transaction 
before  the  House  the  detail  of  the  private 
emoluments  of  the  hieh  bailiff,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  acquiesce  in  his  motion, 
««  That  the  Order  of  the  16th  March,  for 
an  Account  of  the  annual  profits  and  emo- 
luments of  every  kind  receiyed  by  the 
Hight  Bailiff  of  Westminster  since  the 
year  1807,  distinguishing  each  year,  and 
the  sources  from  which  the  said  profits  and 
emoluments  were  derived,  be  discharged." 
Mr.  Bankes  could  see  no  reason  why 
in  the  present  instance,  the  House  should 
depart  from  its  usual  practice  in  cases  of 
this  kind.  In  the  late  case  of  the  con- 
stables of  the  House,  who  complained  of 
increased  duties  being  imposed  on  them, 
the  House  had  proceeded  as  they  now 
were  about  to  do.  On  the  ^ueatk>n  of  the 
Copy-right  act,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  hear  evidence  of  the  losses 
said  to  be  sustained  by  the  parties  apply- 
ing to  the  House  for  relief.  The  same 
course  was  taken  in  the  recent  case  of 
members  of  the  royal  fiimily :  even  those 
illustrious  personages,  when  grants  lor 
them  were  proposed  in  the  House,  were 
called  upon  to  state  the  sums  thev  at  pre- 
sent enjoyed  from  the  public.  It  would 
be  recollected  that  two  committees,  in 
1811  and  1814,  had  already  sat  on  the 
high  bailiff^s  claim,  and  neither  had  agreed 
upon  it.  It  was  clear,  that  the  respectable 
gentleman  who  held  that  situation,  must 
oertve,  in  some  shape  or  other,  greater 
emoluments  from  it  than  were  openly 
mentioned,  or  else,  was  it  likely  he  would 
have  given  at  the  rate  of  forty  years  pur- 
chase for  an  office  which  involved  inmiite 
risk,  personal  labour,  and  responsibility  ? 
The  House  had  a  right  to  see  his  accounts 
before  they  entered  fiuther  into  the  in- 
quiry. 

^  Lcrrd  dliharp  was  in  ikvoar  of  the  mo- 
tion for  rescmdiog  the  order.  The  nature 
of  the  UghbaairscfaOm  waa  thi^ :  miact 
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had  been  passed  by  the  legislature,  con- 
taining a  mistake  which  imposed  in  the 
result  on  this  gentleman  what  the  legisla- 
ture at  the  time  never  intended,  namely, 
the  expense  of  btiilding  a  hustings.  The 
House  was,  therefore,  bound  to  repair 
the  injury  they  had  unintentionally  done 
the  high  bailiff.  If  the  nature  of  the 
claim  were,  that  the  duties  imposed  on 
this  public  officer  were  inadequately  paid, 
and  that  he  applied  for  an  addidonafgran^ 
then  indeed  the  House  would  have  a  just 
^ound  to  call  for  his  accounts,  and  see 
into  the  nature  of  his  remuneration. 
But  here  the  high  bailiff  did  not  complain 
of  his  emduments,  and,  therefore,  the 
House  had  no  right  to  turn  round  on  him 
in  this  manner,  and  require  their  amount, 
particularly  as  the^  arose  firom  what  might 
be  called  his  private  estate.  He  only 
asked  to  be  repaid  that  expense  which 
fell  on  him  through  an  unintentional  omis- 
sion of  the  legislature.  The  cases  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  member  had  no 
reference  to  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
and  therefore  he  should  most  neartily 
concur  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  Tiemeif  said,  that  if  the  ground 
of  the  hiffh  bailiff's  application  were  for^ 
remuneration  for  additional  labour,  then 
it  would  be  incumbent  on  him  to  show, 
that  his  emoluments  were  at  present  insuf- 
ficient ;  but  the  ground  of  the  application 
here  was  for  a  specific  injury  never  con- 
templated by  the  le^slature,  which,  ne- 
vertheless, unintentionally  imposed  it 
upon  a  public  officer,  who  purcnased  bis 
situation  without  contemplating  any  such 
loss.  That  officer  now  called  for  an  in- 
demnity for  a  specific  charge  he  was  com* 
polled  to  incur,  and  not  for  any  remune- 
ration growing  out  of  the  duties  of  bis 
office.  None  of  the  cases  put  by  die  hon. 
gentleman  applied  to  the  present,  which 
waa  simply  the  case  of  a  man  suffering 
under  tne  construction  of  a  new  act, 
which  never  contemplated  what  followed 
in  the  manner  it  had  oocurred.  He  had 
no  interest  one  way  or  the  other  in  this 
question.  He  had  always  understood  the 
high  bailiff  to  be  a  most  respectable  gen- 
tleman, and  he  believed  him  in  this  case 
to  be  entitled  to  die  justice  he  sought  at 
the  hands  of  those  who  had  inflicted  the 


ujury. 

Mr.  Calerqfi  was  sorry  he  could  not 
agree  with  his  right  hon.  friend  who  spoke 
last.  The  high  bailiff  asked  for  a  grant 
of  puUie  money  to  repair  a  lose  eehiBed 
upon  him  by  the  duties  itf  hia  office. 
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Surely,  to  ateertaio  ibe  amount  <if  hit 
loss  could  not  be  more  properly  done  than 
by  inquiriDg  into  the  emoluments  of  his 
ofRce.  On  a  lale  occasicm,  members  of 
(he  royal  family  were  called  upon  to  re- 
turn an  account  of  thdr  public  incomes, 
when  additional  grants  were  applied  for 
in  their  behalf;  and  he  saw  no  reason 
why  the  high  bailiff  should  be  alone  ex- 
empt from  the  operation  of  the  general 
principle  which  governed  the  House  on 
subjecu  of  this  kind.  The  application 
was  for  a  ^rant  of  public  money,  and 
until  the  hiah  bailiff  proved  a  loss  in  the 
general  emoluments  of  his  office  by  this 
particular  transaction,  he  had  no  riffht  to 
preto  his  claims  on  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  In  two  former  coouhittees 
the  high  bailiff  had  in  cYldence  disclosed 
his  emohiments.  What  objection,  then, 
could  he  now  have  to  withhold  them  ? 
For  these  reasons  he  must  see  the  ac- 
counts before  he  could  consider  the  re- 
muneration. 

Mr.  Tiemei^  said,  that  the  case  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood  was  entirely  different. 
This  was  not  a  claim  for  a  new  grant, 
but  a  demand  of  indemnity  for  a  specific 
injury. 

Mr.  Money  thought  the  House  might 
as  well  call  for  the  accounts  of  any  pri- 
vate gentleman's  estate  as  for  those  of  the 
high  bailiff.  The  expense  was  incurred 
by  a  negligence  in  the  framing  of  an  act 
of  parliament,  and  indemnity  from  par* 
liament  was  therefore  a  matter  of  justice, 
not  of  favour. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  see  why  the  hiffh  bailiff  should  object 
to  do^  now  what  he  had  twice  done  already. 
To  disclose  his  profits  now  could  not  be 
more  injurious  toliim  than  it  was  formerly. 
It  was  no  more  than  common  respect  to 
the  House  to  comj^ly  with  their  order. 

Sir  James  Machniosh  said,  that  if  the 
House  made  the  order  the  high  bailiff  must 
comply;  but  the  auestion  was,  whether  it 
was  lUSt  to  make  tne  order,  and  whether  it 
ought  not  now  to  be  rescinded  ?  The  order 
was  a  demand  for  producing  the  amount  of 
his  profits/  in  consequence  of  a  claim  of 
indemnity  which  he  had  made  for  an  ex- 
pense incurred  by  the  interpretation  of  an 
act  of  parliament,  which  was  not  intended 
to  possess  the  meaning  which  the  court 
had  thought  themselves  bound  to  put  upon 
it«  The  amount  of  his  present  profits  nad 
no  connexion  with  suoi  a  claim,  as  their 
magnitude  or  smallness  could  not  deter- 
mine the  justice  of  the  demand.    The 
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refusal  of  the  higb  bailiff  to  produce  that 
account  should  not  operate  against  him, 
nor  should  anv  unfavourable  inference  be 
drawn  from  bis  former  consent.  If  he 
had  twice  produced  the  account,  that 
drcumstance  proved  that  he  had  no  si- 
nister motive  in  now  objecting  to  it,  and 
likewise  showed  that  the  House  did  not 
require  it  for  information.  His  reason 
for  refusing  it  might  arise  from  a  fear 
that  by  compliance  he  might  compromise 
tl^  rights  of  his  office,  and  be  submitting 
to  a  precedent  injurious  to  those  who 
miffht  succeed  him. 

Sir  «/•  Newport  stated,  that  when  the 
order  was  made  for  the  high  bailiff  to  pro- 
duce the  return,  he  felt  the  strongest  ob* 
jection  to  it,  and  would  therefore  now 
vote  for  its  being  rescinded* 

Sir  £.  Brydget  said,  he  could  not  con- 
nect the  injury  sustained  with  the  emo- 
luments of  the  office,  and  saw  no  reason 
therefore  for  the  production  of  the  return. 

Sir  IF.  Burroughs  said,  he  recollected 
the  case  of  the  high  bailiff  against  sir  F» 
Burdett,  nnd  that  the  negligence  in  the 
wording  of  tlie  act  had  caused  the  expense 
to  the  former^  He  was  therefore  cer- 
tainlv  entitled  to  an  indemnity. 

m.  Botmell  said,  that  the  case  stood 
on  grounds  totally  distinct  from  the  emo- 
luments of  the  office. 

Mr.  Foriftt  begged  to  ask,  if  one  of 
the  members  returned  at  the  election  al- 
luded to  was  not  liable,  as  a  candidate, 
though  both  were  not,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  one  of  them  not  having  can- 
vassed? 

Mr.  «/•  P.  Grant  replied  in  the  nega^ 
tive,  on  the  authority  of  the  decision  in 
the  court  6£  King's-bench.  One  of  the 
members  returned  Herd  Cochrane)  had 
paid  his  share ;  but  me  other  (sir  F.  Bur- 
dett)  had  obtained  a  decision  in  bis  favour. 
The  high  bailiff  was  certainly  entitled  to 
remuneration  for  the  expense  he  had  been 
put  to,  without  a  reference  to  his  private 
accounts.  The  present  was  as  clear  and 
straight  forward  a  demand  for  justice  as 
any  he  had  ever  known. 

Mr.  Robert  Smiih  said,  that  the  words 
of  the  act  were  *<  candidate,  or  candi- 
dates." The  case  stood  thus :  lord  Coch- 
rane sdfered  judgment  to  go  bv  default, 
and  paid  his  moiety  on  the  liig^  baililTa 
estimate  pending  the  proceedingi*  against 
sir  F.  Burdett,  who  was  decided  not  to 
have  been  a  candidal  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act,  and  therefore  not  liable  to 
pay  tlie  high  bailira  demandL    But  had 
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this  officer  been  properly  advised  in  his 
first  coarMi  he  might  have  recovered  the 
whole  amount  from  lord  Cochrane^  who 
was  cleariy  a  candidate,  though  he  could 
not  torn  round  and  recover  the  reroaindery 
having  closed  his  proceedings  against  the 
noble  lord  on  his  own  terms.  The  error, 
therefore*  was  the  high  bailiff's,  aud  he 
hsd  no  right  to  call  on  parliament  to  rec- 
tify hb  own  mistake*.  Under  any  view  of 
the  case,  the  accounts  were  necessary^ 
and  he  would  vote  for  their  production. 
If  the  House  were  to  indemnify  persons 
for  every  wrong  construction,  of  acts  of 
parliament  by  which  they  snfferedt  there 
would  be  no  «nd  to  the  claims  which 
might  be  made  on  its  liberality.  He  was 
against  the  rescinding  of  the  order. 

Lord  Folkedone  said,  that  in  the  view 
of  the  case  takeq  by  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last,  it  was  clear  that  if  the 
high  bailiff  had  his  remedy  against  lord 
Cochrane,  the  latter  would  also  have  his 
equitalyle  claim  upon  the  House  for  the 
injury  he  had  sustained  by  the  eauivocal 
terms  of  the  act.  The  claim  of  tne  high 
bailiff  was  one  of  pure  and  simple  justice, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  complied  with. 

The  House  divided : 

Ayes  46 

Noes  46 

The  numbers  being  equal,  the  Speaker 
declared  himself  with  the  Noes. 

East  India  Dock  Compakt.]  Mr. 
S.  Show  rose  to  move,  that  the  East  India 
Dock  Company  should  give,  in  com« 
plianoe  with  the  authority  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  a  proper  account  of  their 
profits  to  the  House.  In  1803,  an  act 
nad  passed  to  form  that  company,  and  to 
compel  all  ships  coining  from  the  East 
Indies  to  discharge  in  their  docks.  But 
since  that  period  a  great  alteratibn  had 
taken  place  in  the  Last  India  trade.  It 
had  been  thrown  open,  and  not  only  the 
company's  ships,  but  smaller  vessels,  had 
now  been  engaged  in  it  for  some  years. 
All  that  the  owners  of  those  vessels  asked 
was,  that  the  House  would  compel  the 
East  India  Dock  Company  to  render  its 
accounts  to  the  House,  in  a  manner  fit  to 
be  investigated*  By  a  clause  in  the  act, 
it  was  ordered,  that  after  the  payment  of 
•11  the  charges  incurredi  in  the  event  of 
the  receipts  Yielding  more  than  10  per 
cent  to  the  subscribers,  the  surplus  should 
be  q>plied  to  the  diminution  of  the  rates 
on  shipping.  New,  the  ship-owners  wished 
to  ascertam  whether  the  receipts  had  not 


reached  thai  state,  and  whether  the  rates 
ought  not  to  have  been  dhninished.  They 
complained,  that  in  the  accounts  submitted 
to  tne  House,  only  one  item  hsd  been 
made  of  the  money  expended  in  labour, 
for  unloading  and  loading,  labourers,  taxes, 
incidental  expenses,  and  for  the  amount  of 
the  extraordinary  disbursements  made  for 
additional  improvements  and  accommoda* 
tions,  not  provided  for  by  the  increased 
capital,  up  to  September  1817.  This 
item  amounted  to  41>98R  1S«.  2d*  Why 
was  it  charaed  on  the  income,  when  the 
company  had  been  empowered  to  raise  an 
additional  capital  of  100,000L  of  which 
they  had  as  yet  chosen  to  procure  only 
58,000/.  ?  There  was  also  another  part  of 
their  accounts  which  reouired  explanation. 
There  appeared  to  be  a  balance  in  hand  of 
IfSSBL  17t.  applicable  to  outstanding 
claims ;  and  from  the  commencement  of 
their  operations,  such  balances  had  been 
kept  back  till  they  formed  at  present  a 
total  of  68,000^  These  balances  had 
never  been  accounted  for.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  they  had  been  impro- 
perly expended,  but  the  shipowners  had 
a  risht  to  know  how  they  nad  been  ap- 
plied. If  the  motion  were  resisted,  it 
must  be  because  no  fair  account  could  be 
rendered.  It  was  not  now  a  question 
with  the  ship-owners  that  they  should  be 
relieved  from  the  restrictions  which  the 
act  imposed  upon  them,  though  they  com- 
plainea  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
pay  a  rate  of  16^.  per  ton,  when  at  the 
outpdrts  they  could  have  the  same  service 
performed  for  4««  and  in  the  port  of 
London  for  Ss.  They  feared  the  act  was 
too  compulsive  to  be  able  to  get  rid  of  it; 
but  they  prayed  that  at  least  justice  should 
be  done  to  them,  and  that  a  satisfactory 
account  of  the  balance  should  be  given. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  **  That  the 
East  India  Dock  Company  be  re<^uired  to 
return  an  account  distinguishing  the 
amount  of  the  extraordinary  disburse- 
ments incurred  for  improvements  of,  and 
accommodations  at,  the  East  India  Docks, 
not  provided  for  by  the  increased  capita), 
which  are  stated  in  the  account  presented 
to  this  House  (Sod  March)  to  be  included 
in  the  sum  of  41,931/.  ISs.  M.— Also, 
an  account  of  the  appropriation  of  the 
several  balances  appearing  by  the  ac- 
coimts  of  the  directors  of  the  East  India 
Docks  (presented  to  this  House)  to  have 
been  in  hand  at  the  end  of  diflerent  years 
between  1808  and  1816  inclusive.*' 
Mr.  Aticll  comphuned  of  the  misstate* 
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9ients  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  mover, 
who  had  said  that  the  charges  on  toonaee 
were  16f.  whereas,  in  fact,  they  were  only 
14«.  with  a  drawback  of  2$.  if  the  vessel 
did  not  %o  into  the  outward  bound  dock; 
and  this  rate  of  tonnage  was  calculated, 
not  on  the  real  but  on  the  chartered 
amount.  The  annual  accounts  had  been 
regularly  laid  on  the  table  according  to 
the  usual  plan,  and  they  were  made  out 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The 
hon.  gentleman  was  equally  in  error  when 
he  spoke  of  41,931/.  ld«.  2</.,  the  sum 
alluded  to  being  only  18,000/.  The  divi- 
dends,  too,  were  over  calculated,  for  the 
average  was  only  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent — five  was  at  first  paid,  six  after,  and 
the  present  rate  was  seven  per  cent  on  a 
capital  of  450,000/.  There  was  no  ground 
for  insinuating  that  the  least  irregularity 
prevailed  in  their  mode  of  doins  business. 
The  idea,  that  there  was  something  behind 
the  curtain  which  the  directors  were  un- 
willing to  show,  was  totally  destitute  of 
foundation.  He  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  necessitv  for  producing  the  ac- 
counts, and  should  object  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Marryat  said,  that  in  the  accounts 
of  the  company  for  the  last  eight  years, 
there  was  uniformly  a  balance  stated  at 
the  foot,  which  was  to  be  accounted  for  in 
the  ensuing  year,  but  in  no  one  instance 
was  this  engagement  ever  observed,  so 
tliat  there  remained  a  sum  of  68,000/.  still 
to  be  accounted  for.  By  such  a  mode  of 
proceeding,  the  directors  did  not  comply 
with  the  act  of  parliament  that  required 
them  to  present  the  annual  accounts  of 
their  receipts  and  disbursements.  The 
great  amount  of  the  duties  was  felt  aa  a 
^eat  grievance  by  all  the  ship<owners  in 
the  port  of  London,  for  they  were  charged 
at  the  rate  of  sixteen  shillings  a  ton  at  the 
East  India  Docks,  while  their  business 
would  be  transacted  at  Liverpool  and 
other  ports  at  the  rate  of  2f.  6^.  The 
charge  in  the  port  of  London,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  be  found  equally  moderate 
but  for  this  monopoly  of  the  £ast  India 
Dock  Companv.  Such  monopolies  had 
the  effect  of  driving  away  the  trade  of 
London,  and  the  onlv  chance  of  retaining 
or  recovering  it,  was  by  bringing  down  the 
charges  to  the  level  of  all  theur  forei^ 
and  other  competitors.  Such  monopohes 
had  been  permitted  for  a  short  time  m  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabedi ;  but  that  wise 
princess  could  not  fail  soon  to  see  the  evil 
ftsults  of  such  a  system,  and  she  aocord« 
ingly  put  ao  end  to  it|  and  received  in 


consequence  an  addreaa  of  thanks  firom 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  trqsted  that 
the  same  principle  would  be  pursued  now, 
and  that  on  the  expiration  of  these  ex- 
clusive charters,  they  would  &ot  be  re* 
newed,  bv  which  alone  London  would  be 
fairly  enroled  to  compete  with  her  rivals 
in  all  her  commercial  pursuits.  He 
thought  the  accounts  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  should  Uierefore  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkin$  said,  thai  the 
building-expenses  of  the  dock  had  ex- 
ceeded the  estimate,  and  that  the  com^ 
paoy  had  never  received  a  larger  dividend 
than  seven  per  cent.  • 

Mr.  Thoinpson  said  that  he  belonged  to 
the  dock  company  of  Hull,  and  should 
have  been  ashamed  to  have  put  his  name 
to  accounts  like  those  presented  from  the 
East  India  Docks. 

Mr.  Protheroe  hoped  the  directors  of 
the  East  India  compauy  would  not  oppose 
the  present  motion,  for  the  sake  dt  the 
character  of  the  establishment. 

Sir  W.  Curtis  did  not  believe  that  it 
would  be  resisted.  He  was  himself  a 
director,  and  should  support  die  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Bank  PaosECUTiOKS  for  Fobqsrt.I 
Mr.  Best,  from  the  Bank  of  En^and, 
having  presented  an  account  of  the  number 
of  persons  committed  or  prosecuted  for 
forging  Bank  Notes  in  1816  and  1817 ; 
and  also  an  account  of  the  number  of 
persons  convicted  for  forging  Notes,  or 
of  uttering  such  forged  Notes,  in  fourteea 
years  preceding  February  1797, 

The  Chancmor  of  the  Ejosheqtier  took 
that  opportunity  of  requesting  sir  Jaoiea 
Mackintosh  to  postpone  his  motion  op  the 
above  subject,  in  order  that  the  report  of 
the  Budget  might  be  brought  up  and  dis- 
cussed that  night ;  as  it  was  extremely 
important,  he  said,  that  the  latter  should 
not  be  delayed. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  expressed  his 
willingness,  notwithstanding  toe  frequent 
postponements  of  this  subject,  to  acceda 
to  this  arrangement,  provided  it  was 
understood  that  his  motion  should  coma 
on  early  on  the  following  day,  or  on 
Friday,  before  the  discussion  of  the  great 
general  question  of  which  this  formed  an 
important  branch. 

The  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  said» 
that  he  could  enter  into  no  engasement 
either  for  to-morrow  or  Friday.  la  coa« 
sequence  of  which, 
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Sir  Jamei  Maddnioik  proceeded.  He 
ndd,  that  he  should  detain  the  Home  as 
shortly  as  possible,  though  the  question 
was  one  upon  which  it  would  be  neceraary 
for  him  to  enter  into  some  details.  How 
urgent  and  how  important  a  Question  he 
oonsidered  it,  was  sufficiently  evident 
from  his  pressing  it  forward  at  that  late 
hour  of  the  night.  Two  months  ago,*  he 
had  moTed  for  an  account  of  the  number 
of  persons  prosecuted  for  forging  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  uttering  or 
possessing  such  notes,  knowing  them  to 
be  forged,  during  the  fourteen  years  pre- 
eeding  the  suspension  of  cash  payments 
by  the  Bank  in  February  1797 ;  and  also 
for  a  similar  account  since  the  suspension 
in  17S^,  to  the  25th  of  February  1818. 
He  had  now  other  proposittoas  to  submit 
for  farther  pspers,  to  the  production  of 
which  he  understood  no  objection  would 
be  made,  except  to  one  of  them ;  namely, 
an  account  of  the  whole  expense  incurred 
by  the  Bank  of  England,  in  prosecutions 
for  forging  their  notes,  or  for  knowingly 
uttering,  or  possessing  such  notes,  from 
the  1st  of  March  1797,  to  the  1st  of  April 
1818.  It  was,  he  understood,  to  be  said, 
that  that  document  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
nished, because  it  would  be  an  interference 
with  the  private  concerns  of  the  Bank; 
and  the  answer  to  it  seemed  as  obvious 
as  it  was  convincing;  namely,  that  the 
aQiirs  of  the  Bank,  as  connected  with  the 
issue  of  their  notes  and  the  rapid  multipli- 
cation of  forgeries,  which,  he  contended, 
had  been  the  consequence  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  cash  payments,  could  no  longer, 
in  any  sense  of  the  word,  be  considered 
private.  He  was  prepared  to  show,  that 
the  present  system  or  our  paper  currency 
had  created  an  enormous  public  evil ;  that 
it  had  tainted  and  corrupted  the  morals  of 
a  large  class  of  the  people ;  and  that  it  had 
occasioned  an  increase  of  crime  with  a 
rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  law, 
and  of  civil  society  [Hear,  hear!].  How, 
then,  was  it  possible  to  consider  the  money 
laid  out  by  the  Bank  in  prosecuting  crimes 
of  which  they  themselves  were  the  real 
authors,  as  a  private  expenditure  of  which 
parliament  ought  to  have  neither  the  in* 
spection  nor  the  control  ? 

In  consequence  of  the  great  delay  in 
presenting  the  returns,  the  materials  out 
of  which  he  was  to  make  a  case  to  show 
that  the  House  ought  to  interpose,  were 
necessarily  scanty ;  but  such  as  they  were. 
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consisting  of  papers  produced  in  a  former 
session,  and  at  various  antecedent  periods, 
he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to  convince 
every  impartial  man,  that  inouiry  was  im- 
periously called  for.  By  tne  return  of 
prosecutions  f  for  there  were  no  returns 
of  executions),  it  appeared,  that  for  the 
seven  years  previous  to  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments,  the  Bank  had  not  insti- 
tuted a  single  prosecution  for  the  forging' 
their  notes,  and  that  for  the  seven  years 
subsequent  to  that  event,  they  had  insti*' 
tuted  222  prosecutions.  Was  not  this  a 
frightful  leap,  and  only  to  be  accounted 
for  in  one  way?  Toe  calculation,  t>f 
course,  excluded  the  year  1797,  as  being" 
that  in  which  the  measure  of  suspension 
was  resorted  to.  In  the  fourteen  years 
prerious  to  the  suspension,  there  had 
been  only  four  prosecutions.  In  the 
fourteen  years  subsequent  to  that  mea- 
sure, there  had  been  no  less  than  4691 
In  the  twenty-one  years  previous  to  the 
suspension,  there  had  been  only  six  prose- 
cutions; while  in  the  twenty-one  years 
subsequent  to  it,  they  had  mcreased  to 
850.  The  proportion  was,  therefore,  as 
6  to  850 ;  and  be  would  ask,  whether  the 
history  of  the  criminsl  law  of  this,  or 
indeed  of  any  other  country,  afibrded  s 
parallel  instance  of  so  great,  so  sudden, 
and  so  permanent  an  augmentation  of 
crime  }  [Hear,  hear  I] 

In  this  plain  statement  of  figures,  there 
was  more  argument  than  it  was  possible 
for  any  woros  to  convey.  Here,  indeed^ 
he  might  almost  close  his  case,  bat  for 
something  that  had  been  said  regarding 
prosecutions  by  the  Mint.  It  had  bees 
at  first  contended,  that  the  increase  of 
prosecutions  by  the  Bank  had  tended  to 
diminish  those  by  the  Mint,  so  as,  upon 
the  whole,  to  maJce  a  balance ;  but,  by  the 
returns  upon  the  table,  it  appeared,  that 
the  contrary  was  the  fact,  for  the  Mint 
prosecutions  had  also  augmented,  though 
not  in  a*  ratio  so  rapid  as  those  of  the 
Bank.  Defeated  in  this  position,  gentle- 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  question 
argued  (in  direct  opposition  to  their  first 
assertion  J,  that  there  had  been  a  great 
increase  m  the  Mint  prosecotions,  which 
showed,  that  the  freq[uency  of  the  crime 
of  forgery  only  arose  from  the  same  depra- 
vity which  occasioned  the  crime  of  forging* 
Here  again,  however,  they  were  answered 
by  the  returns,  which  proved  that  the  in- 
crease of  Mint  prosecutions,  from  tho 
year  178S,  bad  been  gradual  and  regular, 
not  with  those  sudden  and  dreadful  leepa 

(T.) 
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so  obfiervabie  in  the  Bank  proBecutions, 
from  4  to  469 :  while  the  oflencet  of  imi- 
tatlog  the  coin  of  the  realm  bad  only 
doubled^  those  of  forgery  had  increased 
nearly  a  hundred  and  twenty  fold, 
.  What   cause   could   be   assigned   for 
this  alarming   and  melancholy  increase 
of  the  crime  of  forgery  ?  What»  but  the 
enormous  and  constant  increase  of  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  England 
— more  especiallv  of  small  notes,  which 
at  first  haa  only  been  issued  to  the  extent 
of  one  million  and  a  half,  but  which  had 
now  ascended  to  the  enormous  sam  of 
seven  or  eight  millions.    Upon  this  state* 
meat  he  would  make  on]y  one  single  ob  • 
serTation  to  the  admirers  of  capital  pu- 
nishments, an  observation  which  could  not 
he  too  often  repeated;  namely,  that  al- 
though the  crime  was  always  visited  with 
the  utmost  severity  of  punishment,  they  had 
not  been  able  to  repress  it ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the   more    the    promoters   of 
Q^tpital  punishments  cried  oangl   hang! 
hangl   the  more  the   offence  was  com- 
luiited,  and  the  n^ore  numerous  were  the 
offienders  executed  [Hear,  hear!].    On 
the  other  hand,  highway  robbery,  which 
had  of  late  met  with  greater  lenity,  had 
considerably  diminish^ ;  and  though,  no 
doubt,  it  was  partly  to  be  attributed  to 
mail  coaches  (a  sort  of  constant  guard 
upon  the  road),  the  enclosure  of  commons 
and  waste  lands,  the  erection  of  turnpike 
gates,  the  horse  patrole  around  London, 
and  the  general  improvement  of  the  no- 
lice,  yet  It  was  impossible  not  to  allow 
that  a  portion  of  the  amelioration  w^s  to 
he  attnbuted  to  the  lenity  with  which  the 
law  was  administered* 
.  But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  Bank 
notes.    No  man  could  deny,  that  the  aub- 
ject  now  before  the  House  was  intimetely 
ooonepfted  with  the  measure  introduc^ 
not  long  since  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  its  notice,  for  diminishing 
the  circulation  of  country  baift  notes. 
"Whatever  were  the  other  merits  of  this 
hill,  the  proper  tide  of  it  ought  to  be 
^'  A   Bill  for   the  better   promotion    of 
Forgery ;''  for  it  was  intended  to  lessen 
the  number  of  those  notes  wbi<ch  were 
seldom  or  never  forged,  and  to  increase 
the  i»sue  of  those,  for  forging  which,  so 
many  hundreds  had  withm  a  few  years 
l(>st  their  lives  [Ue^,  hearQ*  It  was  a 
biU  for  th^  erection  and  furnishing  of 
gibbets ;  for  it  was  not  true,  that  forgeriea 
of  CiOUDtry  bankers  notes  were  freqiuent, 
though aeldom  prosecuted,  Ic^  thebfmker 


should  thereby  expose  and  injure  his  cre- 
dit. There  was  a  double  motive  for  imi- 
tating the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
since  it  could  always  be  done  with  greater 
e&Gt  and  with  more  impunity.  It  must 
be  confessed  that  the  machinery  of  the 
Baq|c  was  most  perfect  for  the  protectioa 
of  its  own  interests.  The  Bank,  within 
four  years,  had  had  100,000  forged  notes 
presented  to  it ;  all  of  which  they  had 
immediately  checked,  except  199'WhicIi 
they  paid,  but  all  which  they  afterwards 
recovered.  So  that  the  Bank. of  England 
had,  by  their  care,  contrived  completely 
to  protect  themselves.  In  fact,  nothing 
could  be  more  clear,  than  that  a  direct 
tax  of  25,000/.  a  year  was  laid  by  the 
Bank  upon  the  lower  orders  of  society^ 
least  capable  of  detecting  th^  fraud,  aoid 
of  sustaining  the  loss.  If  a  tax  to  be  «o 
raised  were  proposed  to  parliament,  there 
was  not  a  man  m  the  House  who  would  * 
not  start  from  it  with  disgust  and  horror : 
yet  the  effect  upon  the  poor  was  the 
same,  and  the  company  of  the  Bank  were 
the  gainers. 

llie  crime  of  forgery  was   of^en   at*> 
tended  with   pecuUar   aggravations.    It 
had   not   unfrequently  been   made   the 
means  of  seducing  the  unwary  into  guilt 
and  its  consequences ;  and  women  (from 
their  nature  weak  and  dependant,  and  in- 
capable of  the  more  arauous  duties  of 
life)  were  competent  to  the  coromisvion 
of  this  offisnce,  as  far  at  least  as  the  alter- 
ing of  forged  notes  constituted  a  part  of 
it.    A  most  painful  case  of  this  nature 
was  now  under  discussion.    He  feared  to 
embitter  the  execution  of  a  public  duty«^ 
but  it  was  due  to  his  ooDscience  to  say, 
that  the  convictions  of  women  at  War- 
wick, at  Lancaster,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
must  fill  mankind  with  a  degree  of  invo*^ 
Unitary  horror.    It  was  lamentable  thet 
the  courts  of  justice  winch  were  esta* 
Uished  for  the  protection  of  the  people 
should  become  hateful ;  yet  this  might  be 
the  case  without  a  single  fault  on  the  part 
of  those  who  admmiatered  the  lai^s,  when 
the  laws  themselves  were  iU-jud^d.    To 
see  a  father,  a  wife,  a  daughter,  and  soaa, 
convicted  n»  nuuie  for  such  crimes  as 
these,  might  be  just,  might  be  nccessarv, 
mjchi  be  legalt  but  would  be  abominable 
[Hear,  hear !].    The  average  number  of 
executions,  from  IBM  to  181S,  was  56. 
In  one  year,  the  peiioiks  executed  for 
forgery  on  the  Bank  were  18,  or  nearly 
'^'*^fnVrK  of  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons capitally  executed.    It  bad,  indeed, 
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at  kM  been  foud^  impoBsible  to  adhere  to 
Ihoaocient  rule,  aod  nothing  could  moro 
nwriL  |ho  hicreate  of  forgery,  than  the 
relaxation  it  iMid  prodacra  in  that  on* 
bondiog  rule  of  the  law.  Forgeries  had 
been  pardoned— pardoned  through  necce« 
eity;  or  the  slaughter  of  men,  womeni 
and  childreot  under  tlie  asme  of  justice, 
would  hare  buried  the  erime  and  punish* 
ment  under  one  common  abhorrence. 

What  remedy  was  to  bo  de? ised  againit 
this  great  evi^^  The  natural  remedy  wss^ 
to  revert  to  that  state  in  whidi  there  had 
been  no  forgeries ;  but  if  this  could  not 
bo  done,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Bank  to 
seek  out  some  pkm  for  diminishing  the 
adamities  consequent  on  a  paper  circuki* 
tion.  If  some  such  plan  was  not  found 
ont|  all  industry,  all  int^rity,  all  charae^ 
ter,  was  menaced.  With  rogard  to  the 
aspedients  which  had  been  suggested  to 
prevent  fOTgetj,  he  rather  doulrted  their 
cilciency.  lae  ingenioos  persons  who 
had  deroted  their  attention  to  this  subject, 
professed  to  hate  two  objects  in  view; 
first,  the  security  of  the  Bank,  and«  so** 
condly,  the  security  of  the  public  Most 
of  the  individuals  whose  projects  he  had 
•zamiaed,  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  to 
what  perfection  the  Bank  had  brought 
their  madiinery  to  protect  their  own  in- 
tefesU.  The  great  dilBcuUj  to  be  con- 
sem|>lated  in  all  such  plans  was  the  one  of 
snanng  sack  marks  upon  bank-notes  sa 
would  be  understood  and  recogniaed  by 
She  poor  and  i^rant,  at  the  same  time 
that  tbey  wore  mcapable  of  being  copied  by 
tkt  numerooa  body  of  persons  who»  unfor- 
Mnately  for  themselves  and  for  society, 
attempted  to  imitate  them.  He  fearad  that 
such  a  discovery  was  very  difficult  to  ac- 
complish. Still,  hi  his  view,  it  ought  to  be 
eagerly  sought  after,  and  should  never  be 
abandoned  until  the  difficultjr  of  attaining 
the  object  was  found  utterly  insurmounta- 
ble. A  nv  expense  that  attended  the  pur- 
Mit  the  Bank  would  surely  defray,  while 
there  wasahopeof  rescuing  it  from  the  ex- 
panse of  prosecution.  For  it  must  be 
more  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the  Batik 
directors  to  pay  artists  for  the  discovery 
of  any  expedient  to  nrevent  forgerv,  or 
oven  to  render  it  difficult,  than  to  liavis 
money  applied,  to  encourage  an  odioos 
qrstemotespionagOi  or  to  reward  those 
welches,  who  first  contrived  to  deprive  per* 
sens  of  theirinnooence,  in  order  afterwards 
to  deprive  them  of  life  [Hear,  hear  !]•  It 
had  been  his  intention  to  move  for  a  eom- 
nktea  with  that  object,  as  weli  m  for 


other  putposui  <3omiec(ed  with  it.  He  did 
Bot»  however,  asean  to  press  it  till  after 
the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  ftiead  (Mn 
Tiemey);  but  if  the  decision  upon  that 
motion  should  render  it  necessary^  ho 
would  certainly  bring  it  forward.  Ho 
sbaold  have  no  objection  to  havd  it  teado 
a  secret  eonamittee.  His  presetaf  ob^ 
ject  wiSt  to  be  informed  of  the  expense 
of  the  Bank  hi  conseqaeaoe  of  toige* 
ries;  and  tie  best  way  to  become  ac* 
quainted  with  that  was,  fo  obtain  the 
expenae  they  had  been  at  in  their  proses 
cations.  And,  oonsideriog  the  enormous 
incteaseof  thosoprosecutions ;  consideHng 
the  nomber  of  persons  employed,  who  dew 
prived  Bsen  of  their  innocence,  thit  they 
Bright  afterwards  deprive  them  of  their 
Uvea;  ooBsidenng  the  many  inslanocsof  this 
krodt  some  of  them  detected  and  exposed 
by  the  intrepid  and  indefatigd^  benevo- 
lence of  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for 
Shrewsbury  (Mr.  Bonnet),  he  thought  it 
desirable^  that  some  of  the  particulars  of 
the  Bank  proseeatioas  shohid  be  laid  bo«> 
fore  the  public— After  some  ftirlher  ob^ 
servationa,  sir  James  conchaded  a  illost 
eloqoent  speech  with  moriag^ 

**  That  there  bo  hud  befoio  tho  Hcfoss^ 
an  Aoooaat,!,  Of  tho  total  nominal  value  of 
fiirged  Bank  notes  presented  to  the  Bank 
of  Bngknd  from  1st  January  1816  to  lOtk 
April  1818,  distinguishing:  eadi  year  and 
distinguishing  the  amount  of  thoee  of 
which  payasent  was  refused,  froni  that  of 
tho  notea  which  were  paid,  and  whieb  Of- 
terwards  poved  to  be  forgeries  9.  Of 
the  number  of  persons  prosecuted  Ibr 
forging  notes  of  tae  Bank  of  Ea|;]aitd^  or 
for  Knowingly  uttering  or  possesimg  fofgv. 
ed  aotes,  ftom  1st  January  1816  to  lOth 
April  I8I8,  dietinguishing  each  year,  and 
distmgaishing  the  namfer  so  prosecuted 
for  ioifing,  uttering,  or  pomewing  notea 
under  the  vahre  of  5/.:  8^  Of  the  total 
nombev  of  fbigad  Bank  notes  discovsvod 
by  the  Bank  to  have  beev  forged^  by  pre- 
sentation for  payment  or  otherwise,  from 
1st  January  1812  to  10th  April  1818,  dia- 
tinguishing  each  year,  and  also  distim- 
guMhing  the  number  of  notes'  o€lL2L6L 
10^  «£ and  above  ML  in  value:  4w  Of 
tho  whole  eapeose  ineuned  by  the  Bank 
of  Ci^paod  aa  nrosacutiona  for  forgng 
timir  notea,  or  lor  knowingly  uttering  or 

?ossetting  such  notes,  from  1st  March 
797  to  90th  April  1818^  distkiguishing 
h  year."* 


iNt^ 


*  Copies  of  these  Aocouata  will  b^ 
found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Volume, 


C79]    nOVSE  OF  COMUOVS,    Sir  JameiMackwiosk'sMoiionrsspeeHffg    [980 


Mr.  Manning  admitted  the  correctneis 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  sentleman's  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  prosecutions  at 
the  different  periods,  but  insisted  that 
the  prosecutions  had  been  greater  on  the 
part  of  the  Mint  than  of  the  Bank,  as  thej 
consisted  of  those  for  imitating  the  dollars. 
He  did  not  know  a  single  instance  of  any 
project  submitted  to  the  Bank  for  im- 
proving their  notes,  that  had  not  received 
the  fullest  consideration.  If  they  had 
all  been  hitherto  reiected,  it  was  be- 
.  cause,  on  the  most  delioerate  examination, 
they  had  been  deemed  inadequate  to  the 
end  in  view.  The  Bank  wanted  no  addi- 
tional  security  for  themselves:  all  thq^ 
wanted  was  the  means  of  enabling  the 
public  to  ascertain  at  once  the  genuineness 
or spuriousness ofanote.  Heapprehended 
that  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  to  the  first  motion ;  but 
to  accede  to  the  motion  for  an  account 
of  the  expense  of  prosecutions,  would  be- 
tray a  desire  of  prying  into  the  private 
a&irii  of  the  Bank,  and  on  that  ground  it 
ought  to  be  rejected. 

Sir  C  Mordaunt  supported  the  motion^ 
The  evils  arising  from  forgery  were,  he 
aaid,  increasing  every  year.  He  had  wit« 
nessed  this  in  the  county  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  represent.  The  people  of  Bir<- 
mingham  were  preparing  to  express  their 
feelmgs  upon  the  subject  by  petition  to 
the  House,  and  would  have  done  so  if  the 
motioD  had  been  delayed  a  little  longer. 
He  earnestly  boned,  that  some  measures 
might  be, devised  to. prevent  the  progress 
of  an  evil  so  afflicting  to  humanity  and  so 
highly  injurious  to  the  morals  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Alderman  ^oo^^  expressed  his  con- 
viction that  nine  out  of  ten  of  the  pro- 
aecutions  for  forgery  in  London  originated 
•with  persons  who  were  paid  for  exciting 
others  to  commit  the  crime.  This  he 
was  enabled  to  state  from  official  expe- 
rience and  authentic  information.  Was 
not  the  present  system,  then,  such  as 
called  loudly  for  the  interposition  of  the 
legislature  ?~How  cane  it,  he  would  ask, 
that  the  brother  of  the  unfortunate  female 
who  was  sentenced  to  die  on  Friday  for 
forgery  was  allowed  to  escape  by  a  police 
officer,  while  his  sister,  whom  that  bro- 
ther had  1^  into  crime,  was  prosecuted 
and  condemned  to  death  ? 

Mr.  Grenfdlf  after  eulogiztng  the  able 
and  luminous  speech  of  the  non.  and 
learned  mover,  asked,  how  it  happened 
fhui  the  Bank  directors,  had  never  acted 


upon  the  invention  of  Mr.  Tilloch,  which 
was  submitted  to  them  in  1797»  aocoin^ 
nied  by  a  certificate  from  the  most  disMn* 
^uished  engravers  in  the  empur^  that  that 
invention  was  incapable  of  imitation  ?  He 
thought  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Bank 
not  only  to  show  their  anxiety,  but*  to 
prove  that  they  had  something  in  hand  on 
the  subject.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
feel  it  its  duty  to  do  every  thing  in  its 
power  towards  coming  to  a  desirable  con« 
olusion  on  thb  most  important  business. 

The  Ckanceilor  c^  the  Esekequer  con« 
.ceived  that  the  givmj^  of  the  numbers  of 
prosecutions  and  convictions  would  answer 
every  reasonable  purpose,  and  that  there 
then  would  be  no  necessity  for  a  statement 
of  the  expenses  the  Bank  had  incuned  ia 
the  conduct  of  prosecutions,  in  the  view 
of  a  just  and  moral  consideration  of  the 
subject.  It  appeared  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  suspicions  that  the 
Bank  had  recourse  to  the  abominable 
practice  of  employing  spies  and  informers, 
in  consequence  of  the  supposed  amount 
of  their  expenses  for  prosecutions;  and 
that  they  paid  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  treacherous  practice  of  inveigling  in- 
dividuals. He  believed  that  such  suspi* 
cions  were  wholly  unfounded,  as  far  as 
they  related  to  so  respectable  and  ho- 
nourable a  body  as  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowr 
ing  many  of  them,  and  frnm  the  bottom 
of  his  heart  he  believed  them  incapable 
of  acts  which  ought  to  produce  such  sus- 
picions. He  must  therefore  beg  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  to  make  some  ez^ 
planation  of  what  had  fallen  from  hinu 
He  thought  also  that  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  said  respecting 
judicial  proceedings  reqiured  explanation, 
and  that  such  explanation  was  more  es- 
pecially due  from  him,  as  he  had  occtt- 
Eied  a  iudicial  situation  himself.  He 
oped  therefore  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  would  consent  to  explain  him* 
self. 

Mr*  Bennet  animadverted  with  peculiar 
animation  upon  the  system  of  prosecution 
instituted  by  the  Bank,  and  especially 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  solicitor, 
who  had,  it  appeared,  the  discretion  of 
selecting  such  as  should  be  victims,  and 
such  as  should  plead  guilty.  Aocordinsr 
to  law,  to  compound  a  felony  was  a  penal 
act,  but  it  appeared  that  the  Bank  soli* 
citor  had  in  toe  system  of  those  proseca* 
tions  a  special  immunity*  It  was  an  in- 
disputable faci  that  a  reward  of  15L  was 
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paid  to  any  penon  conoerned  in  disco-  ]  to  affiird  a  auiBcient  security  against  for- 
^ring  (which  too  often  meant  creating^  gery.  The  Bank  of  England  notes  were 
•the  crime  of  forgery.    No  less  than  901. 


were  paid  to  the  police  officer  who^  ar- 
rested and  prosecuted  Kelly  and  Spicer, 
the  two  poor  lads  who  were  lately  trans- 
ported to  Botany  Bi^,  after  having  been 
aentenced  to  death,  for  a  crime,  the  com- 
mission of  which  that  officer  might  have 
prevented.  But  every  agent  in  prosecu- 
tions instituted  by  the  Bank  was  rewarded, 
whfle  every  one  thj^  prosecuted  was  sure 
to  be  punished.  The  punishments  were 
io  numerous  and  so  severe  as  to  defeat 
their  own  ohiect,  for  the  feeling  of  the 
country  revolted  against  them.  The  law 
In  this  ri^spect  seemed  as  if  made  only  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Bank  of  foe- 
land:  for  forgeries  of  all  other  kinds 
night  be  almost  committed  with  impunity. 
For  instance,  a  case  which  occurred  some 
time  since,  9i  a  woman  who  was  cast  for 
death  at  Maidstone.  She  had  been  tried 
and  found  guilty  of  forging  seamen's  wills, 
and  under  circumstances  so  aggravated 
that  though  he  was  an  enemy  to  capital 
punishment  for  such  o£Eences,  he  would 
say,  that  if  ever  any  ease  of  forgery  de- 
served it,  it  was  that.  But  notwithstand- 
ine  this,  the  learned  judge,  baron  Wood, 
who  tried  her,  felt  it  right  to  grant  a  res- 
pite of  the  sentence  before  ne  left  the 
town.  Unlike  this  case  was  that  of  the 
unhappy  female  whose  execution  was  or- 
dered within  a  few  days.  She  had  been 
found  guilty  of  uttering  forged  notes,  but 
her*s  was  an  offence  against  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  public,  however,  had 
given  a  strong  opinion  in  her  favour,  and 
Be  trusted  that  a  more  mature  and  humane 
IM>nsideration  misrht  even  yet  dictate  a 
change  in  the  awful  determination  which 
had  been  come  to  respecting  her  [The 
hon.  member  alluded  to  the  case  of  Har- 
riet Skelton,  ordered  for  ezecuticm  for 
uttering  forged  notesl.  But  whether  the 
Bank  had  determined  that  more  human 
blood  should  flow  or  not,  or  whether  the 
^f  j|^t  hoD.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
\ahould  continue  to  advocate  their  humane 

2 stem  still  longer,  he  could  tell  them  that 
e  time  was  not  far  distant  when  it  would 
have  an  end.  The  public  opinion  had 
already  hegun  to  act,  and  it  would  soon 
have  the  effect  of  putting  a  final  check  to 
the  further  sacrifice  of  human  life. 

Mr.  Thonmon  remarked  on  the  asser- 
tioD  of  the  nank  directors,  that  they  had 
carefully  examined  every  project  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  had  found  none  of  them 


such  as  any  bungling  engraver  could  imi- 
tate, though  the  Bank  committee  were 
said  to  have  sat  fifteen  years  on  this  sub- 
ject. Country  bankers  had  issued  notes 
with  impressions  on  both  sides,  executed 
by  good  artists,  and  forgeries  of  them  were, 
in  consequence,  very  rare.  He  would 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  ask  them,  whether  if 
there  was  an  increased  issue  of  their  notes 
(which  was  very  possible)  there  would 
not  be  more  forgeries,  reople  in  the 
country  were  afraid  of  a  Bank  of  England 
note.  He  believed  there  were  many  more 
forged  ones  in  circulation  than  had  been 
nresented  for  payment,  and  that  the  Bank 
bad  committee!  great  mistakes  on  the  sub- 
ject. Lately,  a  man  was  hanged  at  York, 
and  he  had  heard  his  confession.  The 
man  stated,  that  he  had  bought  the  notea 
at  Birmingham.  He  (Mr.  T.)  believed 
that  he  had  a  tolerable  good  knowledige 
of  a  real  or  forged  note,  but  he  must 
confess  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in  as- 
certaining the  notes  that  this  unfortunate 
man  had  uttered.  The  fact  was,  that  at 
Birmingham  there  were  manufactories  of 
forged  notes.  Devices  of  di&rent  des- 
criptions on  both  sides  of  a  note  rendered 
the  forging  of  them  more  difficult ;  but 
the  Bulk  of  England  notes  were  badly 
executed,  and  tne  roman  candle  figure 
rendered  them  still  more  easy  of  imitation. 
Mr.  DiekkuoH  suggested  that  the  Bmk 
of  England  should  pay  their  solicitors  a 
stated  salary,  instead  of  paying;  them  ac- 
cording to  the  number  or  convictions,  by 
which,  he  conceived,  a  stimulus  to  prose- 
cutions was  givou  He  was  convinced  of 
this  from  a  letter  which  he  had  seen  from 
the  solicitor  of  the  Bank.  It  was  impoa« 
sible  to  describe  the  eagerness  with  wnich 
prosecutions  were  commenced.  Bishop 
Burnett  had  well  remarked,  that  there 
was  reason  to  fear  that  the  power  of  the 
Bank  of  England  would  ^t  beyond  con* 
trol.  It  was  something  like  an  approach 
to  that  state  of  thin^,  when  clerks  of  that 
establishment  imprisoned  for  an  assault  on 
his  majesty's  subjects,  received  as  a  com- 
pensation two  or  three  hundred  pounds 
from  the  funds  of  that  corporation.  The 
Bank  said  to  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, *<  Pay  us  what  you  owe  us,  and  tlMB 
we  will  consider  wliat  we  will  do."  Te 
the  public  they  said,  «<  You  may  take 
these  spurious  notes  on  our  chmcter, 
and  we  will  not  repay  them,  though  we 
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are  the  onne  of  tbeir  fabricmtion  and 


Mssue. 

Mr.  BabingtoH  fitid,  he  knew  of  eoowi- 
tr J  bank  in  which  not  one  forged  note  in 
a  year  oconrred^  while  the  finked  Bank  of 
Enffknd  notes  appeared  every  week.  As 
to  Uie  loss  occasioned  to  tho  cevntry  by 
these  forged  notes,  it  had  been  stated  at 
fiSfOOM.  a  year*  lie  believed  it  might  be 
eatiawted  at  doable  that  sum.    A  great 


Buaber  of  them  nevsr  found  their  way  to 
tiie  Bnk*  After  civcahtieni  they  were 
tf  tber  torn  to  pieces  or  pat  into  the  fire ; 
and  these  amounted  to  more  than  went 
to  the  Bank*  A  bank  in  his  neighbom'* 
hood  had  iisued  notes  payable  at  their 
own  officer  or  in  London,  and  they  became 
phigued  with  forgeries;  but  when  they 
oenfined  themselves  to  a  small  circle,  and 
made  them  payaUe  at  their  own  counter 
only,  then  toe  ibrfferies  ceased.  He  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
some  regulation. 

General  Thornton  expressed  his  anxiety 
for  tlie  success  of  the  motion.  He  had 
the  bluest  respect  for  the  gentlemen  of 
UmBank,  bat  no  could  not  but  believe 
that  they  were  too  much  under  the  eon- 
tool  of  their  own  officers.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  Directors  themielves  had 
not  moved  ibr  a  committee  to  show  that 
ttothmg  better  coald  be  done  on  their 
part. 

Mr.B.  SAoarthonghtthattheBsnkought 
to  have  done  more  than  it  had  done,  to 
prevent  the  increase  of  forgeries.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  a  public  reward  oaght  to 
be  offiered*  No  money  could  be  better 
laid  out. 

Mr.  HmH  Daw  snawered  the  assertion, 
that  if  the  notes  had  been  better  exeooted 
they  would  not  be  so  often  forged,  by 
ataosg,  that  he  had  seen  notes  issued  by 
n  private  banker,  exeeated  by  a  most  di^ 
tingaidied  artist,  which  had  been  so  com* 

Cetely  fi^rged,  tfiat,  when  brought  before 
im,  he  conid  not  distfaigoish  the  false 
from  the  troe  one. 

Mr.  a.  Thamion  said,  that  several  in- 
vmitions  had  been  submitted  to  the  Bank, 
to  prevent  forgeries.  Some  were  found 
not  likely  to  answer,  and  others  were  still 
under  consideration.  The  Bank  had  acted 
with  much  lenity,  and  had  never  expend^ 
ed  large  sums  to  induce  to  crime,  that 
ofbnders  might  be  brought  to  ponishment. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  production 
of  the  acconms  required  by  ttie  motion. 
He  was  confident  that  every  disclosure 
would  prove  thai  the  Bank  were  unremit- 
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thig  in  their  endenvonrt  to  correct  the 
evil,  and  cautious  in  the  management  of 
tiheir  proseeutiens. 

Sir  Jame»  Madltmtoeh  said,  he  availed 
himself  of  the  courtesy  of  the  House,  not 
for  the  purpoie  of  veohf ,  bat  strictly  to 
explain  two  pahs  of  ais  foncer  speeohi 
which  seemed  to  have  been  mlsuadetstood 
by  the  riaht  hon.  gentleman  opposite^ 
Of  the  judges  of  the  land  he  Mi  alwava 
disposed  to  speak,  not  onW  in  respectnil 
hot  in  reverentml  terms,  h  he  hsa  used 
any  disrespectfid  terms,  they  must  hava 
proceeded  from  the  warmth  of  tho  mo* 
ment :  he  was  not  conscious  of  it,  and  did 
not  believe  he  had  done  it.  He  had 
merely  complained  of  the  severe  jarispm* 
dence  of  the  law  on  this  swbject.  He  had 
also  intended  to  have  spoken  of  the  Diree* 
tors  with  respect,  as  the  managers  of  a 
useful  public  institatlon*  Of  thm,  all  he 
had  said  was,  that  if  they  refused  the  ob^ 
ject  of  his  motion^  they  would  exeite  a 
prejudice,  a  sotpicion,  thai  sometM^  waa 
coDceided.  Much  was  he,  therefore,  sor^* 
prised  to  be  charged  wiUi  disrespect  lo^ 
wards  them,  but  much  more  to  be  charged 
with  dBsrespeet  towards  the  judges,  who 
must  either  be  entitled  to  vtneratton,  or 
objects  of  punishment—- for  there  could  bo 
no  medium.  The  discussion  for  the  last 
half-hour  had  wandered  from  the  object 
of  the  motion,  to  a  subject  on  which  ho 
should  bring  forward  a  motion  afterwards^ 
perhaps  that  day  se'nnight,  if,  unfoitn* 
nately,  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
for  Friday  should  be  rejected. 

The  several  motioRs  were  then  put,  and 
carried  without  a  division.  When  Ihe 
last  motion  relative  to  the  expense  of 
prosecutions  was  agreed  to,  the  oppo8i« 
tioa  benches  returned  several  eheers. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
fVminesdaiff  April  S2. 

iHPRMOKlinifV     won     CONTXMTT    OX 

Coi/RT.]  Mr.  Bwnet  saidi  he  had  n  Fe* 
tition  to  present  hwa  a  class  of  persons 
whose  suiferings  demanded  the  utmost 
oomndseratien,  and  for  whom,  notwith* 
rttnding  the  promises  which  had  been 
mode,  nothing  had  been  done ;  he  meant 
the  persons  imprisooed  in  the  Fleet  for 
contempt  of  court.  These  persons,  who 
had  hao  tha  nmfortuno  to  bo  parties  or 
witnesses  in  suits  in  low  or  chancery,  had 
been  imprisoned  for  not  complying  with 
the  direetiono  of  tha  cooit.  They  worn 
petittoners  to  the  court  of  chancery. 
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but  th«ir  petkiopB  ranaiped  uiibeard»  and 
they  now  prayed  for  apeedy  injustice 
ratoer  than  tedious  justice.  They  had 
followed  all  the  instructiaus  of  their 
lawyers,  and  were  ready  to  do  any  thing 
which  the  court  might  order.  They  had, 
during  the  time  they  had  been  imprisonedi 
witnessed  the  death  oi  six  persons  simi- 
larly situated,  one  of  whom  had  been  im- 
prisoned four,  another  eighteen,  and  ano- 
ther ihirty^four  yesrs.  It  was  with  the 
persons  who  had  high  legal  situations  that 
the  remedy  for  this  evil  rested.  After  the 
iadifferenoe  that  had  been  shown  to  these 
cas^  of  grievous  and  disproportionate 
or  unmerited  suffering,  he  almost  despaired 
cS  a  beneficial  residt ;  but  he  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  know  th^  he  had  done  his 
dutv. 
Ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

^EwjcAtiov  ov  THB  Poor  Bill.] 
Mr.  Brougham^  on  moving  that  the  com- 
mittee on  this  bill  be  deferred  till  Mon- 
day, took  occasion  to  observe»  that  some 
fiicts  had  come  to  his  knowledge  which 
proved  moststrongly  the  necessity  of  strict- 
ly inquiring  into  the  application  of  charita- 
ble funds,  and  the  inadequacy  of  any  ge- 
neral returns  to  parliament  on  this  subject. 
The  information  was  on  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman  in  Berkshire,  a  barrister,  who 
was  not  personally  known  to  him,  but  who 
was  well  known  to  the  members  connected 
with  that  county.  This  gentleman  stated, 
that  the  retnms  under  the  act  of  1787*8, 
commonly  called  Mr.  Gilbert's  act,  had 
not  been  faithfully  made— that  in  Berk- 
shire, where  he  had  made  inquiries  for  a 
work  which  be  was  about  to  publish,  the 
incomes  of  the  charitable  funds  had  been 
returned  as  7,00tf .  a  year,  while  their  real 
income  was  20,000/.  a  year,  of  which 
not  more  than  SfiOOl.  was  expended  in 
the  manner  directed  by  the  benefactors. 
Thus  three-fourths  of  the  charitable  fund 
were  whoUv  misapplied.  In  the  town  of 
Abmgdon  alone  a  return  of  the  donations  of 
twenty -five  benefactors  had  not  been  given 
in.  He  stated  alto,  that  of  enormous 
balances  in  the  hands  of  trustees  no  notice 
was  taken,  nor  of  the  bahmces  due  by 
one  set  of  trustees  to  another.  This 
statement  would  show,  better  than  any 
reasoning,  the  futility  of  calliog  for  re- 
turns, without  a  atria  local  investigation. 

CoMTAoioua  Fbvbr  iH  Irxlavd.] 
Sir  JoAm  Newpori  roee  to  make  hia  pro- 
miied  molioa  on  ti^  yqbjecl  of  the  (!ob- 


tagious  Fever  which  had  so  long  raged  in 
Ireland.  In  rising  upon  such  an  occasSoa 
as  this,  he  was  apared  the  difficulties  he 
felt  on  former  occasions,  where  the  subject 
under  consideration  was  one  viewed  in 
different  lights  by  individuals  of  opposite 
opinions.  He  now,  on  the  contrary,  waa 
aoout  to  touch  on  a  subject  which  could 
only,  he  trusted,  elicit  one  common  feel- 
ing throughout  the  House.  When  they 
considered  that  the  population  so  dread- 
fully affected  by  this  cootagioua  disease 
covered  a  space  of  country  containing 
nineteen  millions  of  English  acrea,  ana 
six  millions  of  inhabitants  within  the  Bri« 
tish  empire,  they  would  eaaily  admit  that 
the  consideration  waa  one  of  the  utmost 
magnitude,  and  which  called  for  full  in- 
vestigation and  inquiry.  Whatever  oaight 
be  the  cause  or  causes  of  this  calamity  it 
would  be  for  a  committee  to  ascertain, 
and  if  a  remedy  could  be  provided,  it 
would  be  their  bounden  duty  to  apply  it 
to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers.  There  were 
various  opinions  from  difercnt  quarters  in 
Ireland  as  to  the  causes  and  progress  of 
the  malady^some  differed  as  to  tha 
causes,  but  none  as  to  the  cltaracter  and 
progress  of  the  disease.  One  of  the  opi* 
nions  oa  this  subject  he  would  not  give^ 
lest  it  should  be  thought  he  meant  to 
countenance  a  political  allusion  on  a  aub- 
ject  of  this  nature.  He  was  anxious  for 
the  appointment  of  a  select  conmiittee» 
with  a  view  of  getting  at  all  the  informia- 
tion  which  the  nature  of  the  case  admit- 
ted. It  would  be  material  for  them  to 
inquire  into  the  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted into  the  Fever  Hospitals,  many  of 
which  were  already  constituted  when  the 
disease  broke  forth  in  an  aggravated 
shape.  He  felt  great  pleasure  at  being 
the  person  through  whose  exertions  the 
first  of  these  hospitals  was  established  in 
the  city  which  he  represented.  There 
were  previously  two  at  Manchester  and 
Chester.  The  calculations  of  the  number 
of  persons  admitted  into  the  hospitals  of 
Dublin,  for  seven  months  since  last  Sep- 
tember, when  the  fever  waa  at  its  heights 
were  striking  indeed.  In  the  seven  montha 
since  September,  10,S21  patients  had 
beak  admitted  into  the  Broad^street  Hos- 
pital, the  Houae  of  Recovery,  and  the 
House  of  Industry,  in  Dublin,  In  the 
city  of  Cork,  during  the  same  period, 
10,040  had  been  admitted.  Thia  fever 
waa  not  codined  to  large  cities;  for  in 
the  amaU  town  of  Boyle  above  300  in. 
five  months  were  infected ;  and  1,^00  io 
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nine  monthB,  in  a  drcumferaice  not  ex- 
ceeding five  miles  from  the  town.  The 
main  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  ascer- 
tain, in  the  first  instance,  the  extent  of 
the  disease,  and  to  consider  of  the  proper 
remedy.  Another  object  he  had  in  view 
wa^,  not  merely  to  afford  additional  funds 
to  the  fever  hospitals,  but  also  to  secure 
from  dilapidation  and  injury  the  benevo- 
lent donations  of  private  individuals^  and 
to  prevent  them  from  being  unnecessarily 
dissipated,  until  the  legislature  could  make 
some  competent  regulation  to  control 
and  impose  an  additional  security  on  their 
application.  He  could  not,  however,  dis- 
gaise  his  opinion,  which  he  would  now 
fairly  and  plainly  state,  that  whenever  the 
labours  of  the  committee  embraced  the 
whole  subject,  they  would  find  that  want 
of  sufficient  emplojrment  for  the  produc- 
tive labour  of  ttie  people  was  the  main 
cause  of  the  evil— to  that  eternal  source, 
he  was  satisfied  it  could  be  fully  and  une- 

Juivocally  traced.  And  he  implored  the 
louse  to  look  on  the  subject  in  this  view, 
and  see  if  their  wisdom  could  devise  any 
remedy  to  meet  the  evil.  His  first  object 
he  had  already  said  was,  to  provide  com- 
petent funds  for  the  support  of  those  re- 
ceptacles already  in  existence,  and  to 
secure  their  fun<ls  from  dilapidation.  But 
iie  hoped,  at  the  same  timoi  that  some 
permanent  remedy  would  be  sought  for 
to  meet  what  otherwise  must  be  a  perma- 
nent  evil.  It  would  be  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  inquire  whether  it  would  be 
possible  that  the  labour  of  six  millions  of 
people  could  be  directed  so  beneficially 
as  to  preserve  the  ereat  majority  of  them 
from  that  state  of  misery  which  led  to 
this  extent  of  disease,  and  perhaps  of 
crime.  In  calling  for  this  committee,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  not  adopt  the 
idea  that  he  was  about  to  trespass  on  any 
other  funds  than  those  oAhe  persons  ex- 

fosed  to  the  influence  oF  the  disease, 
^om  local  funds  alone  did  he  expect  re- 
lief. The  Irish  government  (and  he  spoke 
it  in  gratitude)  had  gone  as  fiir  as  possi- 
ble to  afford  relief,  and  had  executed,  in 
the  most  honourable  manner,  the  well- 
warranted  discretion  vested  in  them  of 
^piyin^  some  portion  of  the  public  funds 
to  alleviate  the  miseries  which  the  disease 
had  produced,  and  to  prevent  its  spread- 
ing m  the  quarters  where  it  raged.  As 
he  could  not  anticipate  any  opposition  to 
this  motion,  he  would  conclude  without 
further  remark,  by  moving, '  *<  That  a 
Seltfct  Committee  tie  qipointed  to  inquire 
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into  the  state  of  Ireland  as  to  the  preva- 
lence of  Contagious  Fever  in  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  investigate 
the  causes,  temporary  and  permanent, 
which  have  led  to  the  increased  progress 
of  this  destructive  malady  during  the  last 
and  present  year,  and  to  report  the  same, 
with  their  observations  thereupon,  to  the 
House ;  and  also  to  report  such  measures, 
remedial  and  preventive,  as  mav  seem 
most  efficacious  to  arrest  its  further  ex- 
tension, to  guard,  as  Far  as  human  fore- 
sight can  provide,  against  its  recurrence* 
and  to  secure  adequate  means  of  support 
to  the  establishments  destined  for  the 
relief  of  the  diseased." 

Mr.  Feel  said,  that  those  who  recol- 
lected the  conversation  between  him  and 
the  right  hon.  baronet  on  a  former  even- 
ing, would  easily  imagine  that  he  did  not 
now  rise  to  give  any  opposition  to  the 
motion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  perform 
the  more  acceptable  duty  of  seconding  it» 
and  adding,  that  so  impressed  was  he  with 
the  importance  of  this  question,  that  he 
should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  had  not 
the   right  hon.  baronet  anticipated  this 
intention.    He  hoped  he  should  be  ex- 
cused if  he  pursued  the  subject  farther 
than  the  right  hon.  baronet  had  done,  and 
entered  into  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
from  the  documents    which  he  possibly 
had  alone  access  to  as  a  whole,  from  the 
nature  of  his  official  situation.    The  right 
hon.  baronet  had  truly  said,  that  in  Sef)- 
tember  last,  the  fever,  which  though  it 
had  previously  existed  for  four  or  five 
montns,  and  indeed  more  or  less  in  a  slow 
shape  for  some  years,  assumed  a  character 
of  serious  malignity,  so  as  to  call  for  the 
attention  oF  government.    In  the  month 
of  September  last  he  had  taken  measures 
for    receiving   from   medical  gentlemen 
throughout   the   country   their  opinions 
as  to  the  origin  and  extent  of  the  disease. 
He  had  accordingly  received  returns  from 
the  four  provinces,  all  of  which  referred 
the  origm  of  the  disease   to  the  same 
cause.    They  stated,  that  the  great  po- 
verty of  the  labouring  classes,  owing  to  a 
want   of  employment,  had  produced  a 
marked  depression  of  mind.    The  pressure 
of  scarcity  was  also*  most  severely  fek, 
and  an  excessive  wet  season  had  dete- 
riorated the    quality   and    reduced  the 
quantity  of  that  species  of  food,  on  which 
toe  people  almost  exclusively  subsisted, 
and  had  prevented  them  from  laying  in 
an  adequate  supply.    The  causesi  there* 
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fore,  of  the  diteMO  arose  from  want  of 
employiDent  and  the  povei^y  it  engen> 
dered»  from  the  defectiye  quality  and 
quantity  of  food,  from  the  wetness  of  the 
season,  and  from  want  of  fuel.  Another 
cause  was,  the  number  of  wandering  beg- 
gars who  roamed  about  the  country,  and 
communicated  contagion,  and  the  practice 
of  the  lower  classes,  of  assembling  to 
attend  the  funerals  of  their  friends.  On 
^Mch  occasions  the  infectious  disease  of  a 
few  was  communicated  to  the  many,  and 
the  disorder  became  violent  and  general. 
In  looking  at  these  causes  it  was,  if  not 
lamentable,  at  least  affecting,  that  this 
contagion  should  have  arisen  from  the 
open  character  and  feelings  of  hospitality 
for  which  the  Irish  were  so  peculiarly 
remarkable,  and  from  which  no  sense  of 
&ar  or  apprehension  of  danger  could 
ahake  them.  No  persuasion  would  induce 
them  to  shut  their  dbor  against  the  wan- 
dering beggar,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  last 
aad  tribute  to  the  remains  of  their  friends 
and  kindred— -a  tribute  which  they  re« 
garded  with  peculiar  veneration.  It 
reminded  him  of  the  description  given  by 
Lucretius  of  the  plague  at  Athens,  but 
there  indeed  the  hospitality  of  the  people 
yielded  to  the  tesrors  of  the  contagion :— . 

**  Nee  roos  ille  sepulture  remanebat  in  urbe, 
''  Quo  prius  hie  populus  semper  consuerat 

liumari." 
In  Ireland  no  fear  of  contagion^-no  fear 
of  death.— could  operate  to  induce  the 
people  to  forego  the  habits  and  feelings 
which  they  cherished. — He  would  now 
refer  to  the  returns  at  Dublin,  showing 
the  mortality  which  there  prevailed.    On 
the   1st  of   September,   there  were  218 
patients  in  the  ftvcr  hospital  of  Dublin ; 
m  the  six  months  following,  there  were 
796 ;  on  the  28th  of  February,  there  were 
1,001,  making  an  increase  of  783  in  the 
course  of  the  six  preceding  months.    On 
the  14th  of  March  last,  the  number  in  the 
hospital  was  1,074.    The  total  number  of 
deaths  during  the  six  months  was  456, 
and  the  average  calculation  of  admission 
was  thirty-nine  patients  per  diem.    The 
proportion  of  deaths  to  the  sick  was  on 
the  highest  average  as  one  to  thirteen, 
and  on  the  lowest  as  one  to  nineteen.— 
He  thought  he  was  not  too  sanguine  when 
he  considered    that    the    calamity    had 
reached  its  height,  and  was  now  rapidly 
diminishing.    Since  the  14th  of  March 
there  had  been  a  very  considerable  abate* 
mcnt,  both  as  to  the  extent  and  the  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  the  fever.     The 
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gremAda  on  which  he  hoped  that  there 
was  now  a  great  abatement  were,  not  only 
the  returns  which  he  had  received  fron» 
various  parts  of  the  country,    but   the 
documents  kept  at  Dublin,  the  autheaJ 
ticity  of  which    could    not  be  doubted. 
The  number  of  patients  in  Dublin  bos* 
pital  on  the  14th  of  March  was,  as  he  had 
stated,  1074 ;    but  on  the  14th  of  April 
(the  present  month)    it    was  only  830^ 
being  a  diminution  of  224.     The  proper- 
tion  of  deaths    as    compared   wuh  the 
admissions  had  also  diminished.    In  one 
hospital  the  proportion  was  as  low  as  1  to 
82,  though  the  general  average  was  as  1  to 
20.    The  total  number  of  patients  cured 
and  discharged  within  the  last  month,  in 
Dublin  hospital,  was  1829,  and  the  num« 
her  of  deaths  was  89.    But  it  was  not 
only  in  Dublin  that  the  abatement  had 
taken  place.    In  the  north  of  Ireland  the 
fever  was  much  subdued,  and  in  the  wes- 
tern districts  the  decrease  was  still  more 
considerable.     He  was  in  possession  of 
returns  from  the  medical  superintendents 
in  the  various  towns  which  proved  this : 
but  he  would  not   trouble    the    House 
with  these    documents,  as  it  would   be 
more  proper  to  produce  them  to  the  com- 
mittee.   It  gave  him   much  satisfaction 
that  the  right  hon.  baronet  had  not  framed 
his  motion  so  as  to  make  it  in  the  first 
place  point  to  any  particular  plan  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor  as  a  remedy  for 
this  calamity.    He  agreed  with  him,  that 
a  main  cause  of  the  evil  was  this  want  of 
employment.    But  then,  he  much  feared 
that  the  removal  o(  this  cause  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  any  measure  which  the  exe- 
cutive government  could  adopt.    It  was 
therefore  certainly  much  wiser,  in  the 
present  stage  at  least,  to  avoid  all  debate 
upon  that  part  of  the  subject.     Many 
proposals  had  been  made  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  in  public  works ;   and, 
no  doubt,  in  that  way  some  relief  was  to 
be  afforded.    But  then,  with  a  view  to 
the  extent  of  the  evil,  the  utmost  that 
could  be  done  in  that  way  was  but  little. 
Other  suggestions,  of  a  nature  still  more 
objectionable,  were  continually  making  to 
the  government,  especially  by  manufiic- 
turers,  who  beine  distressed  by  the  unfa- 
vourable state  of  the  market  for  the  par* 
ticular  sort  of  goods  which  they  made, 
applied  to  government  for  loans  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  their  manufactures,  and 
continue  in  employment  the  many  persons 
who  wrought  under  them.    With  applica- 
tions of  tliis  kind  it  was  obviously  impos* 
(U) 
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flib)^  to  comjAj^  Fbr  unleti  there  wts  a 
consumption  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
the  particular  species  of  manufhclurey  it 
was  quite  clear  that  it  would  only  be 
aggravating  the  difficulty  by  increasing 
the  supply.  In  short,  the  dimculties  from 
the  various  remedies  proposed  were  end- 
less. But  this  part  of  the  subject  would, 
to  a  certain  extent,  fiill  within  the  consi- 
deration of  the  committee.  He  would 
therefore  not  trouble  the  House  fkrther, 
but  content  himself  with  seconding  the 
xiiotion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet* 

Mr.  Bennet  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
baronet  who  had  moved,   and  with  die 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  seconded 
the  motion.    He  rose,  therefore,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  saying  any  thing  on  that 
part  of  the  subject,  but  m  order  to  sug- 
gest that  the  Fever->hospital  in  die  metro- 
polis should  likewise  be  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee*    It  was 
matter  equally  of  surprise   and  regret, 
that,  in  the  metropolis  of  the  British  em- 
pire, there  was  no  fever  institudon  sup- 
ported by  public  contribution.    This  was 
a  subject  deserving  of  the  greatest  atten- 
tion.   If  patients  of  this  descripdon  in- 
creased  as  they  had  done  of  late,  the 
atmosphere  breadied  by  the  most  popu- 
lous parts  of  the  metropolis  would  become 
polluted,  the  disease  would  get  firmly  and 
incurably  established,  misery  and  death 
would  extend  the  most  fearful  ravaees. 
The  effect  had  often  been  already,  that 
sick  nurses  and  medical  students  rell  vic- 
tims to  the  disease.    The  rapid  increase 
of  contagious  fever  had  some  time  since 
given  rise  to  a  small  institution  for  its 
cure.    Within  the  last  six  months,  there 
were  in  this  institution  not  less  than  700 
patients.     The  annual  revenue  was  not 
more  than  400/.    An  appeal  had  lately 
been  made   to  public  benevolence,  and 
between  2  and  3,000/.  were   collected: 
but  this  was  hardly  sufficient  to  clear  away 
the  debts  of  the  institution.    The  govern- 
ment had  recently  given  1,000^  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  of  this  institution ; 
but  that  was  a  very  inadequate  grant  for 
the  support  of  fever-hospitals  in  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  country.    It  was  the  duty 
of  government,  in  his  opinion,  to  support, 
if  not  to  establish  an  institution  of  this 
nature.    There  were,  no  doubt,  many  ex- 
cellent hospitals,  with  great  funds,  in  this 
metropolis,  but  their  regulation  and  con- 
duct were  much  inferior  to  those  upon  the 
continent.    It  could  not,  indeed,  lie  un- 
known to  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
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hosmlala  al  Pkria  and  VknoB,  duit  tbea» 
of  this  country  were  very  much  infiirlor.* 
He  apologtsed  for  trespassing  moa  the 
tisae  of  the  Houie^  bot  he  dKHight  it  hm 
duty  to  cidl  its  attendon  to  this  sahject, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  deemed  worthy 
of  investigation.  With  this  view,  he 
wished  that  die  state  of  the  Fever-hospital 
in  London  should  also  foim  a  part  or  the 
inouiry  of  the  proposed  committee* 

Mr.  WUieHbrce  agreed  with  his  hoir.. 
friend,  as  to  the  necessity  of  inqoiiy  inte 
this  subject,  and  hoped  that  a  greater 
supply  would  be  granted  by  ^ovemneDt. 
He  could  not  bot  persuade  himself  that, 
upon  inquinr,  the  necessity  of  giving  • 
more  liberal  supply  would  become  qmte 
evident.    Public  liberalinr  would  be  ex- 
tended with   more  satisractioB,  when  it 
was  found  that  no  insdtodonwas  more 
successful  or  attaided  with  less  inomve* 
nience.    He  remembered  when  the  pre- 
judice agamst  such  insdtudons  was  sa 
great  as  to  render  any  attempt  to  extend 
their  benefits  ineflectual.    Hms  prejudice 
Wis  now  happily  removed,  and  no  one  had 
contributed  more  to  remove  it  than  the 
enlightened    and   humane  Dr»  Murray* 
Contagion  was  most  Ittely  to  be  prevented 
by  the  removal  of  padents  from  their  own 
habitations  to  hospitals.    The  subject  waa 
well  entided  to  the  coosideradon  of  a 
committee  for   itself,  and  that  was  the 
better  course.    It  was  the  glory  of  this 
country  that  there  was  no  form  of  human 
mbery  for  which  there  was  not  an  asylum, 
and  relief  in  some  shape  or  other.    The 
higher  orders  of  the  country  never  suf- 
fered an  appeal  to  be  made  in  vain  to  theii: 
benerolence ;  and  among  the  most  acdve 
promoters  of  every  scheme  of  humanity 
and  charity,  many  members  of  the  royal 
family  could  be  enumerated.      He  had 
said  tnus  much,  not  from  national  feelings, 
but  to  hold  out  an  example  to  other  coun- 
tries, and  to  show  die  world  that  England 
was  not  less  disdnguished  fbr  her  opu- 
lence than  her  benevolence. 

Mr.  Brougham  confirmed  the  statement 
of  his  hon.  rrtend,  as  to  the  superior  ma- 
nagement and  conduct  of  the  hospitals 
upon  the  condnent.  But  then  the  ex- 
pense of  these  hospitals  was  defrayed  by 
the  government,  which,  of  course,  nad  an 
arbitrary  control  over  them,  while  the 
hospitais  of  this  country  were,  for  by  fhr 
the  most  part,  maintained  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

Mr.  Philhs  gave  an  account  of  the  good 
effects  whicn  had  resulted  from  the  estab- 
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liihaieiit  of  ferer-hpfpilab  at  Manchesteri 
by  ToliwUry  subscnption*  He  tbowht 
it  neoMtary  that  gorerament  sboold  aftrd 
libafal  aasiaunce  to  form  a  large  estab^ 
liibmeot  for  tbe  same  purpose.  Witb  a 
vievr  to  imfQiryy  be  tbought  it  would  be 
nudi  more  cooTenient  Siat  a  separate 
committee  sbould  be  appoioted  to  inquire 
into  tbe  state  of  tbe  fever  in  tbe  metro* 
polls. 

Sir  5.  Romilly  expressed  Ins  rmet  to 
fiadi  that  the  mstitotion  in  London  for 
tbe  cure  of  ioTers  was  so  inadequately 
aupported  by  government  contribution  as 
mm  as  by  public  beneficence.  The  sob- 
lect  was  of  such  impoitancey  that  be 
Loped  bis  bon.  friend,  the  member  for 
SbrewAmry,  who  had  so  laudably  called 
tbe  attenuon  of  the  House  to  it,  would, 
in  tbe  coum  of  tbe  evening,  move  for  tbe 
appointment  of  a  distinct  committee  of 
inquiry.  The  fever  wbicb  raged  in  Lon- 
don was,  it  appeared,  very  sdidom  fatal  to 
tbe  very  poorer  orders;  but  when  com- 
snuaioated  to  those  who  were  better  fed, 
Bumerous  instam^es  of  mortality  bad  oe> 
curred.  It  was  obviously  necessary  to 
provide  eveiy  posrible  guard  against  tbe 
propagation  of  cootagton.  He  was  sorry 
to  understand,  that  every  efibrt  to  maia- 
tain  tbe  fever  institution  by  puUic  sub- 
ocription  bad  failed.  But  it  was  the  doty 
of  govcvmnent  lo  erect  an  establidiment 
of  this  nature,  and  be  was  conSdent  that 
no  objection  would  be  expressed  or  feh 
in  that  House  or  throughout  the  countir, 
at  any  expense  that  might  be  incurred  m 
the  construction  or  support  of  sncb  an 
establishment.  Government,  be  under- 
etood,  contributed  IfiOOL  annuallv  to  the 
assisUnce  of  the  fever  institution ;  but  how 
came  the  sum  so  «mall,  when  some  years 
•go  betwen  2  and  SfiOOL  were  advanced, 
at  a  time  when  the  fever  was  by  no  means 
so  dangerous  or  prevalent?  He  trusted 
a  committee  would  be  appointed,  and  tlwt 
before  they  msde  their  report  to  the 
House,  the  government  would,  if  tbe  case 
waa  found  to  be  urgent,  afford  sudi  pecu- 
niary aid  as  sbould  seem  proper  under  tbe 
circnmstancef. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bonnet,  a  committee  was  also  sppointed 
**  to  examine  into  tbe  sute  of  Contagious 
Fever  in  this  metropolis,  and  Into  the  con- 
dition  of  the  Institution  for  the  Cure  and 
P^revention  of  tiie  same,  and  report  tbe 
-same,  with  their  obfervalions  thereupon, 
totbe  House." 


Motion  bbspbctimo  tub  CovotTioa 

AMD    TrXATMXMT   OV     SlAVXS    IK   THS 

CoLONiBS.]      Mr.  WUberforee  said,  he 
bad  to  apologise  to  the  House  for  having 
dekijred  so  long  to  bring  tbis  subject  be- 
finre  them,  but  he  bad  not  been  able  to 
proceed  otherwise.    He  was  now  onlv  to 
move  for  certain  West  India  papers,  wbicb 
would  lay  tbe  foundation  of  some  farther 
steps.    After  tbe  abolition  of  the  direct 
Slave-trade,  the  next  greet  object  was,  the 
alleviation  of  the  miseries,  and  the  im» 
provement  of  tbe  condition,  of  tbe  slaves 
who  bad  been  previously  in  the  West  In- 
dies.   He  cottid  witb  confidence  affirm^ 
that  the  abutting  out  of  all  external  sup- 
plies of  slaves  waa  tbe  surest  mode  of 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  tbe  slaves 
who  wore  Uiero*    In  vain  were  the  best 
internal  regulatioas  adopted,  if  influxes  of 
fresh  slaves  supplied  the  markets,  and  do- 
rai^ged  every  attempt  at  gradual  improve- 
ment.   The  morals,  the  comforts,  and  the 
bqipinem  of  tbe  internal  slaves  were  sure 
to  be  in  some  measure  consulted,  if  their 
masters  Icnew  of  no  other  supply.    It  was  ' 
on  this  account  that  be  had  so  strongij 
approved  of  the  bill  introduced  by  an  Hoik 
and  Beamed  friend  (Mr.  Brougham),  to 
whom  the  cause  of  tbe  abolition  was,  on 
many  occasions,  so  greatly  indebted.  The 
act  wlucb  nude  tbe  traflb  in  shnres  felony, 
did  great  good ;  but  nsore  than  this  was 
required.    It  was  necessary  to  make  it  so 
cmr,  so  palpable,  so  undeniable,  that  fresb 
supplies  of  slaves  were  not  to  be  obtained ; 
that  their  masters  most  look  upon  it  as  a 
thing  ouite  impossible.    It  was  upon  this 
principle  that  oe  had  two  years  ago  pro- 
posed a  bill  of  registration*— a  measure  to 
which  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  he 
entertained  a  bigotted  attacnment,  or  even 
a  parental  feeling,  since  it  was  not  his  own 
orapring,  but  that  of  an  hon.  and  learned 
friend.     He  entreated  tbe  House,  how- 
ever, to  consider  whetber  any  other  men- 
sure  was  likely  to  prove  so  efiectusi,  and 
whether  it  was  possible  to  accomplish  the 
end  winch  all  now  professed  to  have  in 
view,  without  guarding  in  the  strictest 
manner  against  every  variety  of  evasion. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  thought  by  some  that 
he  felt  an  unreasonable  jealousy  on  this 
subject.    He  was  not  much  disposed  to 
controversy,  but  when  be  recollected  what 
had  always  been  the  declared  sentiments 
of  those  on  tbe  other  side  the  water,  and 
that  not  only  tbe  genwai  voice  in  the 
Wiost  India  islands,  but  the  opinions  of  all 
their  Uitariaas  and  kgisiatoni  bad  nni- 
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ation,  and  required  the  exercise  of  the 
utmost  atteDtioD  to  the  question,  whether, 
it  was  possible  to  prevent  illicit  impona- 
tion  by  any  other  means  than  the  mea- 
sure he  had  recommended.  He  should 
conclude  by  suggesting,  that  our  own  ex- 
ertions in  this  cause,  m  our  negotiations 
with  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  imposed 
upon  us  the  additional  task,  with  a  view 
of  completing  the  work  in  which  we  had 
so  meritoriously  engaged,  of  preventing, 
in  future,  all  this  improper  intercourse  be- 
tween  Africa  and  tne  West  Indies.— The 
hon.  gentleman  then  moved,  **  That  diere 
be  laid  before  this  House,  Copies  of  all 
Laws  passed  in  or  for  any  British  Colonies 
since  the  year  1812,  and  not  already  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  respecting  the  con- 
dition and  treatment  of  Slaves,  or  the  pre* 
vention  of  the  illicit  importation  of  Slaves ; 
and  also  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
free  coloured  Population." 

Mr.  Goulburn  assured  the  hon.  member, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  to 
his  feelings  than  to  promote  any  measure 
which  had  for  its  object  the  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  slaves,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  any  farther  clandestine  importa- 
tion. He  felt  what  the  country  already 
owed  to  the  exertions  of  that  hon.  mem- 


formly  been,  that  no  arrangement  of  naval 
search  could  prevent  continued  importa- 
tions, he  could  not  regard  himself  as  ap- 
pearing singular  in  entertaining  his  pre- 
sent apprehensions.     If  he   found   this 
opinion  now  changed  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  it  not,  under  all  the  circumstances,  a 
source  of  natural  suspicion?     With  res- 
pect to  the  argument,  that  the  prosecu- 
tion, of  the  work  had  better  be  left  to  the 
colonial  legislatures,  he  had  not,  when  it 
was  brought  forward,  felt  so  sanguine  as 
many  others  in  his  expectations  from  that 
<]uarter.      He  had,   notwithstanding,  as- 
sented to  the  propriety  of  leaving  it  to 
them  to  make  the   experiment,   and  of 
waiting  to  see  the  result  of  their  several 
endeavours.  .  The  object  of  his  present 
motion  was,  to  obtain  information  as  to 
what  had  been  done  in  conformity  with 
this  arrangement.     It  might  be  said,  that 
•these  proceedings  ought  still  to  be  left  to 
'the  volunt^iry  zeal  and  to  the  efforts  of 
"the  affluent  and  liberal  members  of  the 
West  India  body :  but  it  had  ever  been  to 
liim  a  subject  of  deep  regret  and  conti- 
tiued  disappointment,  to  see   that  more 
enlightened   portion  of  the  colonial  in- 
terest- making  common  cause  with  classes 
4>f  a  different  description.     He  had  always 
distinguished,  in  his  own  mind,  these  sepa- 
xate  orders  of  that    great  society;   had 
always  ascribed  many  of  the  evils  he  de- 
plored to  the  absence  of  the  larger  pro- 
iprietors ;  and  had  earnestly  wished  to  see 
.them  acting  and  thinking  for  themselves, 
In  the  introduction  of  reform  and  gradual 
jamelioration.      Wben,  however,   it  was 
-known,  that  the  recommendations  of  such 
cnen  as  Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Barham  had 
failed  to  make  any  impression  on  the  co- 
Jonial  assemblies,  he  could  place  no  firm 
idependence,  except  on  the  legislation  of 
<the  mother  country,  and  could  put  his 
•trust   in  no   other   guarantee   than  one 
which  should  render  the  commission  of 
•the  offence  impracticable  without  detec- 
tion, and  puniiAiment.    This  he  thought 
would  be  the  operation  of  an  act  for  esta- 
J)]ishing  a  registry  of  slaves  in  our  West 
India  colonies  by  authoritv  of  parliament. 
The  House  would  see,  when  the  papers 
-for  which  he  intended  to  move  were  pre- 
sented, what  had  been  done ;  and  he  hoped 
th^  would  remember,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  beings   who  were  at 
length   recognised  as   their  fellow-crea- 
tures.   Their  condition  and  their  claims 
were  entitled  to  the  most  serious  consider- 


ber  on  this  subject,  and  he  assured  him, 
that  if  he  ever  had  had  occasion  to  differ 
from  him  on  the  subject  of  illicit  importa- 
tion, it  had  not  arisen  from  an  opposition 
to  his  principle,  for  he  admitted  fully  the 
right  of  the  Briti^  parliament  to  ioterfeife 
but  from  a  wish  to  conciliate  all  the  West 
India  proprietors,  and  to  show  them  by  a 
mild  system  how  very  much  it  was  their 
interest  to  adopt  measures  tending  to  the 
same  object  which  the  hon.  mover  had  ia 
view.  To  the  measure  of  a  registration 
he  was  not  hostile,  but  he  believed  the. 
object  would  be  best  accomplished  by  first 
conciliating  the  good  disposition  of  the 
colonists  to  its  introduction.  It  were  bet- 
ter, in  his  judgment,  to  have  a  measure 
less  perfect,  with  the  acquiescence  and 
cordial  support  of  those  who  were  to  exe- 
cute it,  than  a  more  perfect  measure,  op- 
posed by  their  prepossessions  against  tt. 
He  had  ever  thought  that  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave  trade  must  be  the  first  point 
from  which  an  amelioration  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  slaves  must  flow.  The  sense 
of  their  own  interests  would  induce  the 
planters  to  look  to  the  well-being  of  their 
slaves.  From  the  ruin  in  whidi  the  plan- 
ters, during  the  commercial  endbarrass- 
ments  pf  the  last  war,  were  iovolvedi  it  was 
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actually  impossible  to  pay  the  attention 
that  was  due  to  that  part  of  their  interesto, 
but  now  that  the  fortunate  change  of  cir* 
cumstances  promised  the  most  prosperous 
results,  he  did  beliere  that  tne  day  was 
not  far  distant  when  such  a  change  would 
take  place  in  the  condition  of  the  black 
population  of  the  colonies  as  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  them,  and  highly  ho« 
nourable  to  the  character  of  thia  country. 

Mr.  Marryat  concurred  in  opinion,  that 
the  best  means  to  make  the  colonies  see 
their  own  interests  in  the  treatment  of  the 
alaves  was,  to  cut  off  all  farther  supplies. 
This  had  been  the  practice  of  everv  na- 
tion where  slavery  had  been  carried  on, 
and  was  aAerwards abolished.  At  thesame 
time  he  Uiousht  that  the  conduct  of  the 
colonists  needed  not  any  stimulus  at  pre- 
sent in  the  treatment  of  their  slaves.  Their 
conduct  praise-worthy  as  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  be,  was  a  direct  answer  to  all 
the  calumnies  which  had  been  used  against 
them  for  «o  long  a  period.  This  would, 
he  bad  no  doubt  be  made  apparent  from 
the  nerusal  of  the  papers  moved  for. 

Mr.  fV.  Snriih  thought  the  hon.  gentle- 
man might  have  spared  his  reproaches 
even  if  they  were  well  founded,  at  a  time 
when  all  sides  were  disposed  to  congratu- 
late each  other  on  the  preset  of  success 
«n  their  endeavours  on  this  subject.  In 
reviewing  the  conduct  of  himself  and  the 
4)ther  abolitionists,  who  persevered  to  the 
accomplishment  of  that  great  measure,  he 
never  would  accept  or  acknowledge  the 
imputation  of  having  dealt  in  either  inflam- 
dSatory  or  calumnious  language. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WUhaJorcey  before  he  proposed 
his  next  motion,  was  anxious  to  state, 
that  he  felt  as  strongly  as  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Goulburn),  the  beneficial  effects  of 
naving  allied  to  their  cause,  the  good  will 
of  the  masters  of  theslaves.  But  he  should 
not  act  honestly,  if  he  did  not  declare  his 
jealousy  on  that  point  He  was  an  old 
aoldier  in  this  warfare.  His  hon.  friend 
was  much  younger,  and  youth  was  the 
aeasoo  of  confidence.  It  was  under  the 
influence  of  experience  also,  that  he  re- 
•ceived  with  indifference  the  imputations  of 
the  hon.  member  to  which  his  hon.  friend 
who  spoke  last,  adverted.  Indeed,  when 
he  heard  auch  observations  advanced  in. 
that  quarter,  he  always  attributed  them  to 
the  situation  the  hon.  gentleman  held. 
•He  could  not|  however,  agree  with  him, 
that  the  aopphr  of  foreign  negroes  was 
lutoff^int 


•entirely  cut 


the  West  Indies.    He 


believed  he  could  point  out  instances  of 
recent  importation.  It  was  never  his  opi- 
nion that  the  simple  abolition  of  the  Slave 
trade  would  afford  a  sufficient  remedy. 
Neither  did  he  now  think  that  the  regia- 
tration,  important  and  necessary  as  it  was, 
would  wholly  remove  the  abuse.  He  knew 
that  he  had  heen  considered  too  moderate 
by  many.  Indeed,  his  deceased  friend, 
the  late  Mr.  Dundas,  had  gone  the  length 
of  proposing  to  emancipate  all  slaves  born 
after  the  year  1800.  This  he  should  have 
had  no  objection  to,  but  he  thought  it 
more  advisable  to  proceed  by  the  means 
he  had  done.  He  then  moved  for,  <<  Co- 
pies or  Extracts  of  such  Accounts  as  have 
been  received  from  the  said  Colonies  res- 
pectively since  ISO?*  and  have  not  been 
nitherto  laid  before  this  House,  showing 
the  increase  and  decrease  of  the  number 
of  Slaves ;  and  also  of  the  free  coloured 
and  white  Population ;  also,  the  present 
numbers  of  the  above  classes  i  and  as  far 
as  the  same  can  be  given,  the  changes  in 
the  relative  proportion  of  Males  and  Fe* 
males  in  the  Slave  Population." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  as  were  also 
motions  for;  <<  Copies  or  Extracts  of  aU 
Acts  passed  in  furtherance  of  the  objects 
of  the  Address  of  this  House,  of  June  19, 
1816,  <  That  his  Royal  Highness  would  be 

<  pleased  to  recommend,  m  the  strongest 

<  manner,  to  Uie  Iqcal  authorities  in  the 
'  respective  colonies,  to  carry  into  e&ot 

<  any  measure  which  may  tend  to  promote 

<  the  moral  and  religious  improvement,  as 
*  well  as  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 

<  negroes  :*  And  "  Copies  of  all  executive 
and  Judicial  Proceedings  held  in  ^ny  of  the 
said  colonies,  connected  with,  or  in  rarther- 
ance  of,  the  objects  of  the  said  Address; 
together  with  copies  or  extracts  of  all  such 
correspondence  relative  to  the  said  objects 
as  may  be  communicated  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service." 

Motion  RESPxcTiMo  the  Trbatmxnt 
OF  Slaves  in  Dominica.]  Sir  Samud 
RomiUy  said,  he  rose  to  make  the  motion 
.of  which,  a  few  evenings  since,  he  had  given 
notice,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
authentically  be  nut  in  possession  of  cer- 
.tain  information  that  bad  come  to  his  know- 
ledge, with  respect  to  the  condition  of 
slaves  in  the  West  Indies.  They  had  often 
been  told  of  efforts  made  by  persons  in  the 
cdonies,  for  the  purpose  of  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  slave  population.  But 
of  what  avail  were  laws,  if  they  were  not 
carried  into  eSect?  He  believed  his  state- 
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meDt  woidd  deaily  prove,  that  the  laws 
which  bad  been  made  in  the  colonial  «•- 
aembiiet,  for  the  relief  of  the  alavesi  had 
not  been  acted  upon.  It  was  very  poaat* 
ble,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  facta  he 
abould  detail  to  the  House,  some  inacco* 
racies  might  be  pointed  out ;  but  he  hop* 
ed  he  should  not,  therefore,  faD  under  the 
censure  of  the  sentlemen  opposite^  aince 
he  had  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  truth.  If^ 
therefore,  any  incorrectnesses  were  obaer* 
Table,  he  could  conscientiously  say,  that 
he  was  perfectly  innocent  of  wiUinpypro* 
mulgatuig  it.  He  would  not  on  tnis  or 
any  other  occasion  advance  what  the  hon* 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gonlbum)  de* 
nominated  ionammatory  statements.  He 
riiould  rather  under-rate,  instead  of  exag- 
geratinff,  the  infoimatton  which  he  had 
received.  There  were  already  some  pa* 
pers  before  the  House,  connected  with  the 
subject ;  but  he  was  anxious  diat  sJl  die 
evidence  which  could  be  obtained  should 
be  submitted  to  parliwnent.  The  doca* 
ments  to  which  he  alluded  he  had  moved 
for  late  in  the  last  aession.  They  were 
important,  but  they  did  not  embraoe  the 
whole  question.  He  had  so  worded  his 
motion,  for  the  production  of  the  other 
papers,  as  in  his  opinion,  to  leave  no 
ground  for  objecting  to  it.  His  motion 
would  be  for  copies,  and  extracts  of  cer- 
tarn  papers  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  stateforthe  colonial  department,  leaving 
it  of  course,  to  the  proper  officer  to  select 
such  documents,  or  parts  of  documents, 
the  production  of  which  would  not  injure 
thepublic  service. 

file  should  now  proceed  to  a  detail  of 
the  facts  which  iodueed  him  to  submit 
this,  proposition  to  the  House.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year  1817,  several  cases 
came  before  the  grand  jury  of  Dominica, 
in  which  it  appeared  that  great  cruelty 
had  been  exercised  on  the  persons  of 
slaves,  by  their  masters.  The  first  of 
them  was  a  case  in  which  John  Baptiite 
Louis  Birmini^ham,  doctor  of  medtcioe, 
was  charged  with  having,  violently,  cruelly, 
and  immoderately  scourged  and  floffged 
certain  slaves,  the  properly  of  aAdbemg^ 
ing  to  the  said  John  BaptH^  'Louis  Blr- 
min^iam.  If  the  slaves  faU  been  guilty 
of  the  misdemeanors  with  •which  they 
were  charged,  they  were  KaUe  to  w 
lashes ;  but  they  ware  not  'fewul  gttilry, 
and  yet,  as  soon  as  they  wcve  aequitted, 
they  were  brought  out  into  die  public 
market^phcei  aM  undarwenl  ihepenaltiaa 


limited  by  the  law.  This  bill  was  thrown 
out  hj  lae  grand  wy*  Another  ease 
was  that  in  which  John  M'Corry,  eaq« 
WB0  iia^ff^  with  having,  with  corda, 
whips,  sticks,  and  rods,  immoderately 
scourged  and  flogged  his  slaye^  Jemmy, 
who,  it  was  stated,  had  been  guilty  of 
drunkemiesB,  quairelling,  fighting,  neglect 
of  duty,  absence  firom  Idiour,  or  abKuoe 
firom  the  plantation,  without  a  written 
pass*  This  bili  also  was  thrown  out.  A 
third  ease  was  (and  a  most  horrible  one  it 
was)  that  of  Akacander  le  Guay,  of  the 
said  iahind,  planter,  who  was  charged 
with  having  aasanked  his  finnale  dave^ 
named  Jeanton,  and  that  he  did  coafiae 
the  said  Jeaaton  in  an  icon  chain,  by 
affixing  and  fiuiteiiing  the  aame  with  pai> 
lodes  m  asid  upon  Ae  neck,  aims,  and 
legs,  of  the  said  Jeanton,  such  punid> 
ment  not  being,  prescribed  in  and  by  a 
certain  act  of  that  island  in  such  caae 
made  and  pnmded;  and  itwa&  fiorther 
diarged,  that  the  said  Alexander  le  Guay 
maimed,  defaced,  mutilated,  and  crudly 
tortured  the  said  Jeanton,  by  fracturing, 
and  causing  to  be  fractured,  her  arm* 
This  bill  likewise  was  thrown  out.  But 
sot  contented  with  this,  the  grand  jury 
thought  fit  to  declare,  that  these  severd 
indictments  were  nothing  more  nor  leas 
than  nuisances.  Their  words,  as  appeared 
by  the  return  made  to  the  House,  were 
these:  **  The  grand  jury  have  farther  to 
present  the  dangerous  consequences 
which  are  likely  to  occur  from  the  number 
of  indictments  &r  unmerited  punishments 
inflicted  on  negroes  by  their  owners, 
managers,  or  employers,  which  have  been 
laid  before  them  this  day,  unsupported 
by  anyevidence  whatsoever ;  on  the  con^ 
trary,  it  appeared  from  the  evidence,  that 
in  some  of  die  cases  the  negroes  merited 
the  punishment  they  received."  This 
presentment  was  dated  Dominica,  grand 
jury  room;  the  4th  day  of  February,  1817 : 
and  was  signed  by  John  Gordon,  foreman. 
In  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  the 
attomey-^enmd  (W.  W.  Glanville)  had 
thought  It  expedient  to  have  recourse  (o 
informations,  ex^officio,  considering  it  not 
ririit  to  trust  to  grand  juriea  again. 
[Hear,  hear !] 

The  House  had  heard  the  aatoieof  die 
offimees  with  which  the  parties  was 
charged,  but,  m  each  caae  the  persona 
wore  aoqjntted.  Now  it  were  well  known 
that,  ia  England,  the  inforoMitioo  ef  an 
attonioy«general  was  n^aided  as  so 
odious  arnaim;  but  it  appeaiod  that,  in 
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Dominicay  the  attorney-general  deemed 
it  an  expedient  measure  for  the  [protec- 
tion of  the  black  population  of  the  island. 
He  was  sore  that  the  House  could  not 
but  be  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  afford- 
ing ^e  greatest  encouragement  to  the 
government  of  these  fdands  to  take  the 
■laves  under  their  protection.    The  laws 
were  beneficent— but  what   availed    the 
laws,  when  the  unhappy  slaves  could  not 
avail  themselves  of  tnem  ?    Neither  the 
slave,  nor  his  family,  nor  ftiends,  could 
obtain  any  redress  against  the  cruelties  of 
his  master.  The  slave  was  cruelly  treated, 
and   the  public   sympathized  with   the 
master.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  protect  the  laws,  and,  without 
that   protection,    no   security  could   be 
afforded.    He  was   disposed   to    speak 
kindly  of  the  West-Iudian  legislatures; 
but  he  would  ask  again,  to  what  purpose 
were  such  laws  enacted,  if  they  were  not 
observed  ?    Hiere  was  a  general  concur- 
rence in  opinion  in  the  West  India  islands, 
that  nothing  was  more  improper  than  to 
interfere  betireen  master  and  slave :  it  was 
thought  to  have  a  tendency  to  excite  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  slaves  to 
revolt.  This,  he  behoved,  was  the  general 
impression ;  but  he  should  be  glad  to  find 
that  he  was  mistaken.    The  object  of  his 
motion  was,  to  confine  the  inquiry  to  the 
island  of  Dominica;  and  he  was  sure  that 
such  an  opinion  prevailed  there.    In  the 
iiland  of  Dominica,  there  was  a  species  of 
punishment  called  *<  the  public  chain  ;'* 
and,  if  any  master  thought  that  his  slave 
had  o&naed,  he  had  a  right  to  send  him 
to  that  punishment.  Men,  boys,  and  even 
^rls  or  the  moat  tender  age,  had  been 
subjected  to  this  mode  of  torture;  and 
the  governor  found  that  he  could  not  in- 
terfere. The  governor,  willing  to  alleviate 
the  sufierings  of  these  wretdied  people, 
consulted    the     attorney-general,     who 
gave  an  opinion,  that  he  had  no  right  to 
remit  the  punishment   awarded  by  the 
master.    It  appeared  that,  in  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  the  slaves  were  liable  to  be 
sent  to  the  public  chain,  and  from  a  work 
which  he  then  held  in  his  hand,  the  cruel- 
ties inflicted  by  this  kind  of  punishment 
were  described  as  follows :  **  The  slave 
who  has  been  found  guilty  of  any  misde- 
meaner  shall  be  put  into  the  workhouse, 
where  his  labours  are  much  harder  than 
ifl  the  usual  course  of  employment;  he  is 
employed  to  dig,  and  to  perform  other 
difficult  duties,  with  a  chain  fixed  about 
his  body,  and  attached  to  other  culprits, 


leaving  him  merely  room  to  walk,  whilst 
he  is  driven  on  to  work  by  cattle  whips, 
and  other  modes  of  castigation«"  [Hear, 
hear  l"]  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  was 
most  important  to  observe,  that  the  king 
has  the  power  of  mitipting  all  sentences 
of  punisnroent  in  this  country,  except 
those  which  are  founded  on  an  impeach- 
ment by  the  Commons;  but,  in  Ae  island 
of  Dominica,  the  prerogative  is  limited  by 
the  power  of  the  masters.  [Hear,  hear !} 
If  the  evils  that  existed  in  the  administn^ 
tion  of  the  laws  in  the  coloniea  eould  be 
remedied,  it  was  right  that  that  should  be 
done  as  soon  as  possible.  If  it  were  possi* 
ble  that  there  could  be  any  check  given  to 
grand  juries  and  to  petty  juries  in  Domi- 
nica, It  was  proper  that  that  should  be 
given.  He  confessed  that  he  was  not 
able  himself  to  suggest  any  remedy,  and 
he  was  disposed  to  think  that  no  remedy 
could  be  procured  but  by  the  interference 
of  the  British  legislature,  and  by  their 
imposing  a  duty  upon  person^  in  the  is- 
land, unconnected  with  the  island,  having 
no  local  tie  to  it,  and  comparatively  with- 
out interest  in  it,  to  cause  them  to  main- 
tain the  laws.  The  only  effective  remedy, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  that  which  had 
been  recommended  by  Mr.  Burke  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  and  published  in  his  posthumous 
works,  which  was,  to  constitute  the* attor- 
ney-general in  every  island  guardian  of 
the  slaves,  to  make  it  an  essential  part  of 
his  duty  to  interpose  between  the  master 
and  the  slave  when  there  should  be  a  ne- 
cessity. By  such  a  regulation,  ii  would 
become  their  duty  to  see  that  the  slaves 
were  properly  treated. 

There  was  another  thing  which  he 
thought  necessary,  though  he  did  not  say 
that  it  would  be  resorted  to,  he  only 
thought  it  his  duty  to  mention  it,  and  that 
was,  the  legislation  of  this  country  for  the 
colonies.  The  idea  of  that  had  excited 
great  discontent  It  had  been  s«d,  that 
this  country  had  not  nroperly  the  power  of 
legislating  for  her  colonies.  It  was  need- 
less for  him  to  state,  that  that  had  been 
already  done  in  numerous  instances.  He 
might  only  mention,  that  it  had  been  done 
in  the  act  by  which  colonial  property  was 
made  liable  as  assets  for  debt.  lie  might 
refer  to  that  series  of  political  controversy 
that  had  taken  place  during  the  American 
war.  It  had  beeti  said,  that  England 
could  not  legislate  for  her  colonies  on  the 
very  principles  of  her  own  constitution, 
and  that  they  ought  to  enjoy  that  consti- 
tution.    Taking    the    matter,    however, 
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seriously  into  consideration,  no  man  could 
for  a  moment  imagine  that  the  constitu- 
tion could  immediately  apply  to  any  of 
these  colonies.    The  constitution  should 
be  taken  in  every  part ;  it  should  be  taken 
as  a  whole.    It  held  that  all  men  stood  in 
a  state  of  equality ;  that  all  mei»  stood 
equal  by  the  law ;  and  that  was  talked  of 
where  it  could  not  possibly  exist.    The 
moment  an  individual  set  his  foot  upon 
the  British  shore,  he  became  as  free  as 
any  other  individual.    But  what  could  be 
more  inconsistent  than  the  conduct  of 
those  who  talked  of  establishing  that  prin- 
ciple in  the  ^est  India  islands?     The 
constitution  would  be  then  reversed  and 
destroyed.      What     was     recommended 
would  be  under  the  auspices  of  British 
liberty,    rendering    slavery    worse    than 
under  the    most    arbitrary  government. 
Arbitrary  governments,  indeed,  did  make 
laws  for  their  colonies.    But  as  to  the 
principle,  that  no  man  could  be  bound  by 
laws  to  which  he  had  not  consented,  could 
be  applied  to  islands  so  situated,  no  man 
could  imagine  any  thing  more  absurd. 

He  should  now  call  the  attention  oP^the 
House  for  a  few  moments  to  another  sub* 

i*ect.    The  laws  passed  in  Dominica,  no 
ong  time  since,  for  the  purpose  of  encou- 
raging the  manumission  of  slaves,  had  not 
been  attended  to.    A  slave  born  on  the 
island  was  obliged  to  pay  16/.  10;.  for  his 
manumission,  and  those  not  bom  on  it 
were  obliged  to  pay  35/.   A  man  of  colour, 
though  a  freeman  of  another  island,  be- 
came, by  law,  a  slave,  if  he  did  not  pay  a 
tax  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Domi- 
nica.   The  law  by  which  this  was  enacted 
was  passed  in  June,  ISIO    It  stated,  that 
«  No  person  of  colour,  coming  from  ano- 
ther island  or  colony,  is  entitled  to  his 
freedom,  unless  he  produce  a  certificate 
and  pay  a  certain  tax."     This  was  the 
enactment  of  those  who  talked  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution.    A  slave  once  landed  on 
the  British  coast  became  a  freeman ;  but 
a  free  man  of  colour,  it  appeared,  the  in- 
stant he  touched  the  soil  of  Dominica, 
became  a  slave.     By  another  law,  any 
slave  who  came  to  the  island,  if  not  claim- 
ed by  his  master  within  a  certain  time, 
was  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  publia 
The  whole  of  these  laws  were  founded  on 
a  principle  diametrically  opposite  to  that 
which  formed  the  basis  of  die  British  con- 
stitution.   Since  the  Abolition  act  had 
passed,  every  temptation  siiould  have  been 
given  to  manumission,  instead  of  obsta- 
cles being  thrown  in  its  way.  For  though 


no  person  could  entertain  the  idea  of 
freeing  all  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies, 
yet  the  time  might  come,  however  dis- 
tant,  when  there  would  be  no  slavery 
there.     That  event  would  most  safely  be 
produced  by  gradual   manumission,  by 
education,  by  improving  the  situation  of 
the  slaves,   and   encouraging  marriages 
among  them.    The  whole  spirit  of  the 
laws  he  had  quoted  was  completely  con- 
trary to  this:  they  went  to  render  the 
state  of  slavery  perpetual.    With  respect 
to  those  laws,  which  looked  so  well  «o 
paper,  which  appeared  so  well  calculated 
to  benefit  the  slave  population,  they  not 
only  were  not  executed,  but  were  never 
intended  to  be  carried  into  effect.    Oa 
this  point,  the  observation  contained  in  & 
dispatch  from  governor  Prevost  to  marquis 
Camden,  written  in  January,  1805,  afford- 
ed very  strong  evidence.     Governor  Pre- 
vost there  says—"  The  act  for  encouraging 
the  better  government  of  slaves  lately  pass- 
ed in  Dominica,  appears  to  have  been  consi* 
dered,  from  the  day  it  was  passed  till  this 
hour,  as  a  political  measure,  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  the  mother  country 
in  the  management  of  the  slaves.'^    The 
facts  which  he  had  stated  were,  he  con- 
ceived, an  extremely  clear  illustration  of 
this  statement.    But  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that,   though   those  unfortunate 
beings  were  the  slaves  of  their  roasters, 
they  were  also  the  subjects  of  the  king* 
They  owed  him  allegiance,  and  would  be 
as  severely  punished  as  any  other  men> 
nay,  more  so,  if  they  were  to  violate  that 
allegiance.   The  king  was  bound  to  afford 
protection  to  them :  they  were  as  much 
subjects  as  Englishmen  were. 

He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House,  but  should  merely  observe  shortly 
upon  facts  that  had  taken  place  on  ano- 
ther island ;  and  let  it  be  observed,  that 
he  should  only  state  those  facts  to  show 
the  general  feeling.  It  had  been  said» 
that  cases  might  be  cited  of  great  enor- 
mity, and  by  that  means  imputations  might 
be  thrown  upon  a  whole  community.  It 
was  by  no  means  his  intention  to  estimate 
the  British  or  any  other  character  from 
cases  of  particular  cruelty,  but  he  should 
mention  the  case  on  which  he  was  about 
to  enter,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing what  was  the  general  feeling  on  such 
subjects.  In  that  case,  the  same  Mr. 
Huggins  who  had  formerly  been  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation  was  materially  con- 
cerned ;  that  person  was  still,  he  believed^ 
a  man  of  considerable  opulence  and  in- 
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iluence  in  the  island  of  Nevis.    He  had 
been  before  brought  to  trial  for  cruelty 
to  slaves  of  his  ovrn«  and  there  bad  been 
a  general  opinion  against  him.    He  had 
'been  lately  brought  to  trial  for  cruelty 
towards  the  slaves  of  another.     A  Mr. 
Cottle  had  left  him  his  attorney  when  be 
left  the  island.    The  case  was,  that  he 
whipped  two  boys  venr  severely  who  were 
charged  with  theft ;  they  were  two  very 
young  lads*  who  had  been  accused  of  re- 
ceiving a  pair  of  stockings  that  had  been 
stolen.     They  were  stated  to  be  very 
.  young,  and  not  to  have  suffered  any  pu- 
nishment before.    Huegins  ordered  them 
to  have  each  100  lashes.    Where  there 
was  a  law  it  should  be  observed,  39  lashes 
was  the  utmost  punishment  of  the  kind 
that  was  permitted ;  but  Hoggins,  as  Mr. 
Cottle's  attorney,  by  his  own  authority, 
sentenced  the  boy  to  receive  100  lashes 
each,  and  they  did  receive  them.     He 
related  the  facts  from  notes  taken  on  the 
'  trial,  on  the  accuracy  of  which  he  believed 
he  could  depend.     There  were  present  at 
the  infliction  of  the  punishment  two  fe- 
male slaves ;  one  was  the  sister  of  one  of 
the  boys,  and  the  other  a  relation  of  one 
of  the  lads,  who  had  been  treated  with 
great  kindness  by  Mr.  Cottle.     For  no 
other  offence  than  their  having  shed  tears, 
he  ordered  thero«  the  one  SO  lashes,  and 
the  other  SO.    Huggins  was  brought  to 
trial  by  the  senior  Icing's  counsel,  exer- 
cising the  duties  of  attorney-general.  The 
facts  we^re  established ;  he  was  acquitted ; 
and  it  was  thought  a  most  odious  interpo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  attorney-general. 
If  such  a  prejudice  existed  agamst  inter- 
ference between  the  master  and  the  slave, 
he  thought  it  ought  as  soon  as  possible  to 
be  destroyed.  The  opinion  of  the  attorney- 
general,  to  which  reference  had    been 
made  on  the  subject,  he  should  take  the 
liberty  of  reading.    The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  read  the  opinion,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was,  that  the  governor 
could  not  pardon  a  slave  who  had  been 
condemnedf  to  labour  by  his  master  for 
any  offence,  to  be  assured  of  which  it  was 
only  necessary  to  examine  the  definition 
of  slavery.     The  opinion  then  defined 
slavery,  and  showed  from  the  definition 
that  a  slave  could  have  no  civil  rights^  but 
was  the  exclusive  property  of  his  master, 
equally  transferrable  with  any  other  pos« 
session. — Sir  SamUel  concluded  with  mov* 
ing,  for  *'  Copies  or  Extracts  from  all 
Dispatches,  Letters,  and  Papers,  in  the 
Office  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
(  VOL.  XXX  VIII.) 


tary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department, 
which  in  any  manner  relate  to  the  Cases 
of  John  Baptiste  Louis  Binningham, 
Alexander  Le  Guay,  and  John  M*Corry, 
against  whom  bills  of  indictment  were 
preferred  by  his  majesty's  attorney  ge- 
neral for  the  island  Of  bominica,  and  to  the 
Presentment  made  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  same  island  on  the  4th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary,- 1817,  and  to  any  Presentment 
made  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  Dominica  at 
any  subsequent  period,  which  in  any  man- 
ner relate  to  the  power  of  the  owners  of 
slaves  in  the  same  island  to  send  their 
slaves  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  in  the 
public  chain,  and  to  the  right  which  the 
governor  may  have,  by  virtue  of  the 
royal  prerogative,  to  remit  the  punish- 
ment of  slaves  so  condemned  by  their 
masters  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour."  Also, 
"  Copies  or  Extracts  from  all  Dispatches, 
Letters,  and  Papers,  in  the  Office  of  his 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonial  Department,  which  ia 
any  manner  relate  to  the  Case  of  Edward 
Huggins  the  elder,  tried  in  the  island  of 
Nevis,  in  May  last,  for  Cruelty  to  certaia 
Slaves  under  his  charge/' 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,'  that  as  oh  the  oxte 
hand,  it  would  not  be  suppossd  that  he 
should  give  credit  to  accusations  without 
complete  evidence,  to^  on  the  other  hand, 
he  could  not  be  expected  to  stand  up  ia 
his  place  to  defend  cases  of  the  deep  hue 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
made  the  subject  of  hrs  speech.  It  would 
not  be  expected  by  that  House,  or  by  any 
individual  in  it,  that  he  should  defend 
persons,  either  the  principals  in,  or  acces- 
sory to,  acts  such  as  had  been  described* 
All  he  wished  was,  that,  in  oonsiderinsr 
the  subject,  the  House  would  guara 
against  forming  any  opinion  till  they 
heard  the  other  side  of  the  question.  He 
might  appeal  to  the  hon.  ana  learned  gen« 
tieman  himself,  if  in  the  larger  islanda 
there  were  not  the  most  t>eneficia]  legisla- 
tive enactments  for  the  protection  of 
slaves ;  and  he  might  also  appeal  to  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  feeling  and  temper 
in  their  favour.  He  might  appeal  to  the 
improvements  that  had  been  made  in  agri- 
culture, which  materially  diminished  their 
labour,  and  the  improvements  in  the 
estates.  In  the  islands  to  which  he  al- 
luded, the  principles  there  laid  down  were 
not  intrenched  upon.  In  Jamaica,  there 
were  skives  possessed  of  considerable  pro- 
perty; there  were,  indeed,  instances  in 
which  they  had  bought  their  freedom  by 
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the  earnings  of  their  own  industry.  He 
appealed  to  the  hon.  member  for  Stock- 
bridge,  who  had  stated  that  he  himself 
had  been  the  purchaser  of  considerable 
property  from  slaves,  and  had  declared 
at  the  time  that  that  was  not  the 
only  instance  of  the  kind  he  had  known. 
There  was  a  difference  between  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
and  what  appeared  to  be  the  fact.  He 
had  mentioned  two  presentments.  The 
circumstances  respecting  the  only  one  of 
which  he  knew  agreed  exactly  with  the 
description  of  the  second  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  mentioned.  The 
document  said  to  be  the  presentment  of 
the -grand  jury  was,  however,  no  present- 
ment whatever.  [The  hon.  gentleman 
then  read  part  of  a  letter  from  the  house 
of  assembly  to  the  governor,  stating  that 
the  presentment  had  been  rejected  by  the 
beneh,  ^nd  had  never  cojme  to  the  records 
<jf  the  court.]  The  date  of  the  latter 
presentment  was,  he  believed,  the  17th  of 
February.  , 

Sir  S.  Bomillt/  said,  the  presentment 
that  had  been  made,  and  never  entered 
oa  the  .records,  was  dated  in  August. 
Tj'he  previous  presentment  was  dated  in 
February.  . 

Mr.  Uoulhum  considered  that,  at  all 
events,  what  had  happened  mi^ht  be 
|;ak'Qn  as  implying  that  the  legislature 
wished  to  remove  impressions  that  were 
connected  with  such  affairs.  In  judging 
of  such  a  case  as  that  before  them,  the 
House  could  not  conie  to  any  conclusion 
withput  having  fairly  before  them  the 
whole  of  the  evidence ;  and  previous  to 
the  noble  lord  at  the  he^d  of  the  depart- 
tnent  entering  fnto  any  examination  of  the 
^ost  oartiqular  case  which  had  been  men- 
tionea,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  have  all 
the  necessary  evidence, , which  it  was  but 
justice  to  examine.  With  respect  to  the 
case  mentioned  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,,  as  having  occurred  in  the 
island  of  Nevis,  he  could  say  nothine  to 
it ;  as,  having  been  ignorant  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  intention  to  allude 
.to  it,  be  had  not  collected  the  necessary 
information.  Indeed,  he  was  not  sure,  if 
such  information  had  yet  reached  the 
office  to  which  he  belonged.  If  it  had,  he 
ahould  have  no  objection  to  produce  it. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  do  bim  the 
credit  to  believe,  that  he  would  not  stand 
.forward  to  defend  imy  criminal,  or  to  pal- 
liate any  cruelty.  Tne  best  means  of  ex- 
posing the  one,  and  of  preventing  the, 


other,  was  to  lay  i^l  information  before 
parliament,  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
transactions  of  our  colonies,  and  to  express 
an  utter  abhorrence  of  all  cruel  and  im- 
just  treatment,  like  that  detailed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  if  the  ac- 
counts of  it  were  supported  on  proper 
evidence.  He  had  no  objection  to  pro« 
duce  the  papers  moved  for,  so  far  as  he 
could ;  but  he  begged  that  the  House 
would  excuse  the  imperfect  state  in  which 
it  might  be  in  his  power  to  grant  the  re* 
quisite  information. 

Mr.  «/.  if.  Smyth  was  happy  to  hear 
such  sentiments  as  those  uttered  by  his 
hon.  friend,  and  to  learn  his  readiness  ta 
communicate  the  desired  information.  It 
was  with  great  satisfaction  he  likewise 
heard  that  the  state  of  society  in  the 
West  India  islands  was  improving,  and 
that  it  was  not  nearly  so  bad  in  the  larger 
and  inore  populous  as  in  the  smafier 
islands ;  but  while  this  progress  towards 
amelioration  was  calculated  to  give  satis- 
faction, it  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  House  in  withdrawing  its  superii)- 
tendence  or  relaxing  its  vigilance.  Much 
had  been  done,  but  much  yet  remained  to 
be  accomplished.  When  he  considered 
that  in  none  of  the  colonies  any  steps 
had  been  taken  to  encourage  the  manu- 
mission of  slaves;  when  ne  considereS 
the  treatment  to  which  in  all  the  colonies 
they  were  still  subject;  when  he  consi- 
dered that  the  cart-whip  was  still  resorted 
to  as  an  instrument  of  discipline ;  when 
he  considered  that  slaves  were  still  dis- 
credited as  witnesses,  and  that  their  evi- 
dence could  not  be  taken  in  a  court,  of 
justice ;  when  he  considered  that  such  !a 
state  of  servitude  as  this  existed  in  all 
our  colonies,  however  modified  by  the  in- 
dividual humanity  of  the  roasters^  he 
could  not  help  thinking  it  the  duty  both 
of  this  and  the  other  House  of  Farlia- 
ment  to  keep  a^  watchful  eye  over  thttt 
part  of  the  .  British  dominions,  for  the 
protection  of  those  who  might  be  exposed 
to  oppression. 

Mr.  A.  Grant  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  motion,  or  to  kbet  the  prac- 
tices to  which  it  referred.  The  cruelties 
stated  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gefatlemao, 
if  his  statement  should  be  fouiid  to  be 
supported  on  proper  evidence,  had  lus 
unqualified  abhorrence. .  As  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  grounds  on  which  those  state- 
ments rested,  li^  qbuld  not  object  to  .their 
truth|  tio^  could  he  complain  that  th^ 
had  been  brought  IbrwarcL    There  were 
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pjms  pf  ^thje  hop.  fuid  learned  gentleman's  I  slave  was  met  going  on  this  mission  and 
speech,  to  the  spirit  and  tendency  on  asked  his  object,  ne  would  answer,  that 
f^foh  he  strongly  objected.    He  alluded   )ie  was  going  to  get  a  ticket,  by  which 

to  thos6  parts  of  it  in  Vnich  be  staled,    ' t^.*^-  r. 1 

that  in  J>oihinica  and  ^cvis,  to  which  ^is 
motion  referred*  there  was  a  disposition 
to  enact  laws  for  the  protection  of  the 
alavesi  which  were  never  intended  to  be 
executed,  and  then  appealed  to  the  fact 
asserted  of  those  two  islands  as  a  proof  of 
the  eeneral  spirit  and  disposition  of  aU 
our  West  India  colonies.      He  did  not 
'mean  to  find  fault  with  the  general  tone 
ind  temper  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman's speeqh,  in  which  he  professed  a 
wish  to  be  conciliatory ;  but  he  would  ap- 
peal f.Q  his  candour,    whether    such"^ 
sweeping  inference  ought  to  be  drawn  re- 
l^rding  the  whole  of  our  coloniar posses- 
sions, from  the  instance  of  two  of  the 
most  insignificant.    He  did  not  know  the 
amount  qf  ,the  population  of  these  two 
islands;  but  l^e  could  say,  that  it  was  very 
Inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the 
rest.     While  they  scarcely  shipped  six 
hogsheads  of  sugar  to  this  country,  Ja- 
maica  alone   sent   .130,000    hogsheads. 
How  unfair  was  it,  therefore,  to  apply  the 
language  which  might  be  spoken  of  pos- 
sessions so  insignificant  to  the  state  of 
society  and  the  principles  of  leffislation 
prevalent  in  all  the  other  islands?    He 
could  assure  the  hon.  and  liearned  gen- 
tf^man  that  ^the  legislation  of  the  large 
colonies  was  conducted  on  very  different 
principles  from  those  which  he  had  stated. 
T^o  law  was  made  in  Jamaica  which  was 
ipot  enacted  on  the  perfect  conviction  of 
Justice  and  policy,  aod  which  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  applied  and  executed.    The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  asked, 
whether  an  interference  between  master 
.and  slave  was  not  always  discouraged  in 
the  colonies,  and  strongly  objected  to  on 
the  part  of  the  planters  f  He  would  an- 
.swer  the  appeal  in  the  affirmative,  so  far 
'as .  legislation  was  concerned,  and  so  far 
as.  those  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  both  might  wish  to 
interfere  ;  but  thb  admission  did  not  apt 
ply  to  persons  within  the  islands.    No- 
'  thing,  indeed,  was  more  common,  as  he 
could  assert  on  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge, than  the  latter  kind  of  interference. 
When  a  slave  was  ordered  to  receive  pu- 
nbhment  by  his  mast^{|^it  was  a  very  ge- 
neral practice  for  him  to  slip  away  pri- 
vately to  tell  some  neighbouring  planter, 
and  beg  his  intercession  for  a  remission 
.•r  x^t&ation  of  his  sentence.     .If  the 


was  meant  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  or 
magistrate  requesting  a  parddn  or  a  miti- 
'gation  of  punishment.    This  intercession 
'was  oflten  effectual,  and  never  objected 
to.      If,  then,  a  master  was  willing  to 
tolerate  the  interference  of  the  characters 
whom    he    had    mentioned,    who    were 
clothed  with  comparatively  little  autho- 
rity, was  it  to  be  oelieved  that  he  would 
object  to  that  of  the  highest  law  officer 
in  the  colony?  The  attorney-general  in 
Jamaica  might  be  often,  from  the  great 
extent  of  the  island,  at  the  distisnce'  df 
100  or  120  miles,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  applied  to  on  all  occasions ;  but  was 
it  to  be  believed  that'  masters  who  ad- 
mitted the  interference  of  the  minor  au- 
thority,   would    object   to  that  of  the 
.higher?    When  he  considered  this  and 
similar  charges  of  the  hon.  and  learner 
gentleman^  he  must  sayi  without  medning 
any  disrespect,  that  his  speech  was'  conci- 
liatory in  bis  words,  but  injurious  in  its 
tendency.     It  began  by  complaiding  (if 
certain  practices  in'  th^  islands  of  Domi- 
nica and  Nevis,  and  then  applied  the  in- 
ference drawn  from  those   practices  to 
Jamaica  and"  all  the  West  Indiai  islands. 
If  such  a  speech  went  forth    uncontra- 
dicted to  the  public,  as,  from  the  interest 
'attached  to  the  subject,  it  certainty  would 
do,  he  submitted  to  the  House   that  \% 
might  produce  very  wrong    impresiiods 
regarding  the  character  of  the  West  In- 
dia proprietors.    Its  object  wiis  not  to 
misrepresent,  but  its  tendency  was.    He 
need  mention  nothing  farther    to  show 
this  tendency  than  the  reference  to  the 
state  of  St.  Domingo,  which  persons  ill- 
informed,  or  willing  to  be  dec.eived,  might 
apply  to  the  state  of  society  in  the  Bri- 
tish possessions.    To  confirm.  Impressions 
so  created,  the  House,  whenever  punisU- 
.ine^t  was^  mentioned,  heard  of  the  cart- 
'  whfp,'  by  which  an  idea  of  the  severity 
and  cruelty  of  the  treatment  of  slaves  was 
meant    to   be  conv'eycd.    [Hear,*  hear! 
from  sir  S.  Romilly,  who  asked  across  the 
table,'  was  the  instrument  of  punishment 
not  a  whip?J  Most  undoubtedly  it' was  a 
whip ;  but  why  use  the  odious  and  invi- 
dious term  of  a  cart-whip,  implying   a 
brutal  Infliction  of  severity,  instead  of  a 
necessary  correction?  In  what  the  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  had  said    about 

Suhlic  chains,  there  was  the  same  ten« 
ency  to  mislead.    Hq.  did  not  deny  that 
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aifitent  with  tbe  aecurity  and  orptection  of 
the  pecsons  and  property  of  the  .white  po- 

{)ulatioD ;  and  he  assured  jthe  hon.  fmd 
eamed  gentleman,  that  if  he  could  de- 
vise any  meana  of  promoting  .the  copifort 
and  the  happiness  of  t^ie  blacks  without 
weakening  the  bond  of  .unjqn  .betwee.ii 
roaster  and  slave,  he  .would  confer  a  .ser- 
vice upon  all  persons  connected  with 
that  system,  which  would  make'  him  live 
in  the  history  of  ^he  colonies  Jong  after 
be  himself  should  be  no  more. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said)  that  the 
House  had  heard  the  defence  which  had 
been  set  up  in  fin&wer  ,to  the  statement 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  of  certain 
acts  committed  by  a  .m^n  yarned  Hug- 
gins,  infamous  for  his  (>arbarities  and 
atrocities  on  a  fof  iper  occasion.  It  had 
not  been  disputed  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  apoke  last,  that  the.greatest  atrocities 
andbarbaritiei  had  di^raced  the  conduct 
of  that  individual  on  a  fqrmer  occj^iop. 
Having. stated  that  there  wasa.univeisal 
concurrence  in  this  opiuion.with  respect 
^o  his  fonper  conduct,. with  what  surprise 
jiad  he  heard  quoted  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  spoke  .last,  a  certificate  of  the 
^ood  conduct,  of  that  man,  from  the  person 
^ho  was  capable  of  employing  him  as  an 
/ittomey  over  slaves,  towards  .whom  his 
barbarity  had  resounded  throughout  the 
.fibole  wor]d  [Hear,  hear!].  The  ap- 
probation of  such  a  master..weighed,in  a 
very  different  manner  with  him  from. what 
it  had  done  with  the  hon.  gentleman.  It 
seemed  to  him  the  testimomal  of  a  leading 
criminal  to  an  accomplice  in, a  cotm^pn 
guilt.  Suc)i,a  testimony  cojuld  only  ope- 
rate, afain^t,  tbe  roaster,  but  never. could 
)avail  the  .servant.  With  respect  to .  the 
punishment  of  the  two  boys  and  the  two 
women,  whose  feelings  were  agitated. by 
.that  punishment,  be  would  observe,  that 
the.  hop.  gentleman  woo  had  accus^  his 
hon.  .and  learned  friend  of  putting  bjls 
own  colour  on  the  facts  stated  by  him, 
had  here .  put  his  own  colouring  on  tbe 
facts-— for  the  facts  were  the  same— the 
only  difference  beine  the  discovery  of  the 
.hon*  gentleman  of  tbe  state  of  mind 
.wI^eh  had  produced  those  sy niptoms  in 
, tbe  women  for  which  they. were  subjected 
to  punishment.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
said  they  were  not. tears  of  sorrpw,  Jbnt 
yells — he  sliou]^  hnviB  .^hoMght  the  proper 


^Tffit^uiOTk  y^Us  of  bprror^but  the  hon. 

.gipotlepaa,  who.^as   b^er  acquainted 

witli  wbat  was  passing  in  the  mmds  of 

those  (enjales— called  uiem  ycUs  of  obsti- 


nacy. It  was  the  violent  expression  of 
tbe  painful  feelings  with  which  they  wit- 
nessed the  punishment  of  persons  who 
were  dear  to  them.  According  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  they  were  yells  of  mutiny, 
and.oenotipg  an  intention  of  interrupting 
i(ie  punisbment.  This  construction,  he 
owned,  did  appear  to  him  a  most  singular 
one.  This  he  believed  was  the  first  time 
in  tbe  history  of  tyranny,  of  spectators 
having  been  punished  for  expressing  their 
feelings  on  .the  punishment  of  those  who 
were  near  and  dear  to  tbem.  [  Hear,  hear  V\ 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  said,  they  were 
yells  of  obstinacy — that  they  .were  ex- 
pressions of  mutiny  ^  How  did  the  hon. 
genMepoan  know  that  ?  Perhaps  this  was 
tne  only  instance  in  modern  barbarity  of 
spectators  having  been  punished  for  • 
mere  expression  of  sympathy.  Never  but 
once  hpd  it  occurred  even  in  .Iloman  bis* 
tory ;  and  he  had  heard  Mr.  Pitt  once  re-> 
peat  from  Livy,  on  a  melancholy  occa- 
sion, as  the  hjghest  aggravation  of  inflic- 
tion, thAt  <',pe  gemitus  quidem  popuU 
Romani  liber  fuit."— The  hon  gentler 
roan  had  said,  that  tbe  council  and  as- 
sembly bad  agreed  that  jHuggins  should 
be  prosecuted,  and  h^d  sent  for  the  a|^ 
torney  eeneral  of  a  nQigbbouring  islanfl 
to  concfuct  .the  prosecution  with  more 
solemnity ;  and  that  they  therefore  could 
not  be  jmolicated  in  the  cruelties,  if  any, 
CQmmittea  by  Hug^ins.  But  this  was  ft 
proof  at  least  of  their  sense  pf  Huggins'a 
enofroities ;  they  probably  used  every 
means. in  their  pow^r  to  bring  him  to  ac- 
count, and.it  appears  that  they  went  out 
of  their  way  to  farther  an  act  of  justice. 
,But  would  they  have  done  this,  unless  it 
.had  been. absolutely  necessary;  and  was 
it  not  almost  conclusive  against  Huggins? 
Tbe  hon.  gentleman  had  told  them,  that 
.the  governor  of  Nevis  bad  written  ex- 
.pressmg  his  approbation  of  Huggins's 
.ponduct.  *  In  what  part  of  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty, had  governor  Prpbyji 
done  this  ?  Were  we  to  suppose  that  tne 

fovernor  bad  any  connexion  with  this 
[uggins,  that  he  could  in  any  way  com- 
municate with  one  so  polluted,  so  de- 
graded, and  BO  abhorred  ?  The  letter 
could  not  have  been  of  a  public  nature, 
for  its  contents  would  then  have  been 
known ;  the  letter  could  not  have  been  a 

Erivate  communication,  for  it  was  not  to 
e  credited  that  the  governor  of  a  British 
colony  would  be  on  terms  of  intimaqy 
with  one  who  was  not  merely  an  object  of 
horror,  but  whose,  very  touch  was  conta- 
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Igions,  ind  #lio8e  presence  wai  tkn  abbmi- 
nation.    Wfaat,  theti,  could  have  been  the 
•ubiect  of  this  epistle  ?  Was  it  nec^ssat^ 
to  heal  the  wounds  which  had  been  in- 
flicted on  this  injured  individual  ?  Wai  it 
necessary  to  wash  at^ay  the  stain  from 
the  name  of  this  hitherto  spotlfesi  cha- 
racter ?— He  had  no  feeling  of  hostility  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  West  India  colo- 
nies; but  h6  did  not  think  their  cause 
or  character  could  be  saved  bjr  ft  defbice 
which  bore  such  a  character  of  exag- 
geration ;  for  nothing,  he  conceived,  par- 
took tnore  of  exaggeration  than  the  de- 
fence of  the  hon.  gentleman.— With  re- 
ipect  to  the  case  of  Dominica,  he  had  one 
tnitig  to  observe.    The  hon.  gentleman 
fiad  not  odveried  to  the  principal  point : 
that  poiht  was— hot  that  the  ^rana  Jury 
had  ih  some  cases  found  no  bitl,  or  that 
the  petty  jury  had  acquitted  in  others: 
they  might  both  of  them  have  acted  thus 
in  the   exercise  of  their   constitutional 
functions.    The  charge  against  the  grand 
jury  was  not  for  exercising  a  lawful  right, 
but  for  overstepping  all  right ;  for  making 
the  bill  presented  to  be  found  by  the 
grand  jury,  a  nuisance ;  and  by  doing  this, 
they  had  foifeited  all  the  character  of  a 
grand  jury.    Could  anr  man  justify  such 
conduct,  or  say  that  tnere  was  so  much 
as  the  shadow  of  a  pretence  for  it?  The 
hon.  gentleman,  in  omitting  this  altoge- 
ther, had  observed  the  rule  of  an  ancient 
writer—**  quae  desperat  tractata  nitescere 
posse,  relinquit."    In  consequence  of  the 
grand  jury  throwing  out  the  bill,  direc- 
tions were  issued  by  the  governor  to  the 
attorney- general  to  prosecute  on  an  ex" 
tffido  information.    That  being  done,  the 
grand  jury  which  had  attacked  the  right 
to  present  by  indictment  as  a  nuisance, 
proceeded  next  to  attack  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  of  proceeding  by  in^rma- 
tton  ex'offlcio  as  a  nuisance  also.    They 
thus  b.irred  up  all  the  avenues  to  justice. 
They  had  put  a  negative  upon  the  clause 
of  Magna    Charta  which  says    «•  NuUi 
negabimtis,  nuUi  defVremus,  nulli  vende- 
mus>  jufititiam  vel  rectum.**    Not  only 
t^s  no  justice  doife,  but  it  was  deemed  a . 
nuisance  and  public  offence  to  attempt 
the  attainment  of  it.    If  that  was  not 
their  purpose,  it  was  not  very  easy  to 
conceite  wr{h  what  design  they  had  pre- 
sented   the   indictment   as  'a   nuisance. 
After  all  that  deep  feeling  dnd  heartfelt 
anxiety  with  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
frlehd  n'ad  broVight  forward  this  Motion— 
^«  feeling  whicih'^iis  te^6re  creditable  to 


Ma  than  the  mete  prafesskmal  tatenit  on 
the  score  of  whidh  the  heiri.  member  had 
thought  fit  to  compHitteiif  binnM-it  was  to 
be  hoped  that  some  notice  Would  ht 
taken  df  conduct  which  it  was  intended 
not  nterely  to  complain  of,  hot  to  shoi^ 
to  have  been  inconsistent  with  all  law  and 
idstice  whatever.  It  was  clear  that  we 
had  heard  of  a  contempt  of  all  authotity, 
of  the  scorn  in  which  laws  had  been  held* 
sfhd  6f  outrages  against  humanity ;  and  It 
was  on  these  grounds  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
inform  himself  of  the  state  of  the  island, 
iii  order  to  restore  or  give  to  it  that  blesi* 
ing  of  equal  law  which  was  the  best  patt 
of  good  government,  and  that  for  wbidi 
our  political  institutions  irere  chiefly 
valuable. 

Mr.  A.  Browne  \n  explanation,  observed* 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  hafl 
been  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  ffiven  bis 
own  colouring  to  the  aflair  of  Nevis, 
whereas  he '  had  distinctly  stated,  that 
what  he  communicated  was  from  the  in* 
formation  of  a  gentleman  of  Nevis. 

Mr.  Marryat  thought  it  unfortunate 
that  there  was  no  one  in  the  House  im- 
mediately acquainted  with  the  Island  of 
Dominica  and  its  laws.  Not  being  so 
himself,  he  could  not  enter  much  into  the 
discussion.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman had  certainly  quoted  laws  wnidi 
seemed  to  be  very  barbarous,  but  we 
had  many  on  our  own  Statute  book  that 
were  equally  so.  But  a  gentleman  of 
Dominica  had  desired  him  to  explain  tbe 
presentation  made  by  the  grand  jury,  and 
he  had  it  there  from  the  foreman  of  the 
jury.  On  reading  the  indictment,  he  had 
felt  the  same  impression  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  and  as  every  one  else 
would  feel,  that  the  juiy  had  acted  ille* 
gaily;  but,  on  explanation,  this  Impres- 
sion had  been  wholly  altered.  It  ap- 
peared, on  explanation,  that  the  present- 
ment was  maae  in  a  very  different  view 
from  that  which  would  be  supposed  on 
reading  it :  it  had  not  been  their  intention 
to  present  all  indictments  as  a  nuisance, 
but  only  such  as  were  presented  without 
sufficient  evidence  to  support  them.  This 
appeared  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Birmingham. 
There  bad  been  a  mutiny  among  hia 
slaves:  they  had  been  indicted,  butescaped 
on  a  flaw :  (for  there  were  flaws  in  in- 
dictments there  fts  well  as  het^) ;  he  was 
enraged  at  ^is,  and  his  slaves  refused  to 
serve  any  longer  -under  a  coloured  free 
nran :  he  then  liad  thetn  secured  ahd  sent 
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^6  the  market  place,  where  thejr  were 
punished  illegally.  Tlie  j^raod  jury  com- 
plained that,  on  an  Indictment  for  this 
offence,  there  was  not  any  evidence 
brought  forward ;  the  clerk  of  the  market, 
the  only  evidence,  not  being  produced, 
and  the  jury  were  obliged  to  find  no  biU. 
The  presentment  alleging  such  bills  un- 
supported by  evidence  to  be  a  nuisance 
was  so  well  understood,  that  the  attomey- 

general  was  reprimanded  for  not  doing 
is  duty.  Another  instance  of  the  same 
sort  had  occurred,  and  this  sufficiently 
explained  the  nature  of  the  presentment, 
to  which  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
objection  on  these  principles,  because  no- 
thmg  tended  so  much  to  discontent,  as 
ideas, among  the  negroes  that  white  men 
were  not  convicted  for  offences.  There 
was  not  the  same  precision  in  language  in 
that  country  as  here,  nor  so  much  legal 
learning  as  the  hon.  mover  possessed; 
and  where  a  body  was  concerned  in  the 
framing  of  an  instrument,  every  man 
would  put  in  his  word,  and  it  was  ge- 
nerally drawn  up  incorrectly  in  the  end. 
The  printed  papers  before  the  House  did 
not  give  all  the  evidence  that  was  neces* 
sary.  It  seemed  as  if  juries  were  unwil- 
ling to  convict  white  men ;  but  the  same 
jury  had  very  lately  convicted  a  white 
man  for  the  murder  of  a  negro :  a  Mr. 
Stranack  had  shot  at  a  female  slave  in 
the  act  of  running  away  with  some  of  his 
property.    The  affair  at  Nevis  should  be 

•  investigated,  but  any  papers  laid  upon  the 
table  with  respect  to  this  place  ot  Domi- 
nica should  not  be  ex  parte. 

Mr.  WUberforce  said,  that  the  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Browne  did  not  at  all  con- 
vince him  that  the  affair  at  Nevis  was  of 

.  such  a  nature  as  not  to  require  investigation. 
The  negroes  who  were  flogged  were  said  to 
have  been  able  to  appear  the  next  m'ght  at 

.a  negro  masquerade.  The  source  from 
which  this  lenity  of  punishment  arose  was, 
if  his  information  was  correct,  such  as  to 
add  greatly  to  the  horror  of  the  transac- 

.  tion.  It  was  said,  that  the  father  himself 
of  the  boy  was  the  person  selected  to  in- 
flict the  lash  upon  him.  This  was  truly 
unnatural  and  barbarous ;  it  shocked  all 

.  the  best  feelings  of  human  nature.  He 
had,  however,  a  letter  from  a  gentleman, 
who  informed  him  that  six  days  afler  the 

.  persons  flogged  exhibited  strong  marks 
of  severity.  The  women,  according  to 
the  accounts  he  had  received,  wept  upon 

.the  occasion,  but  they  did  not  exhibit 

Auch  a  load  and  extraordinary  denonstn- 


tion  of  giief  as  that  mentioned  by  the  hoo* 

gentleman.    In  his  speedi  the  lion,  gett- 
leman  had  been  entirely  silent  opoo  a 
circumstance  which  added  much  to  the 
severity  of  the  case.    It  appeared  that 
one  of  the  women  punished  was  in  a  state 
which  should  naturaUv  excite  sympaUiy 
and  compassion— whicn  should  interest  ia 
her  favour  persons  possessed  of  any  thing 
like  tenderness.    Her  arm  wsis  said  to  be 
broken  at  the  time,  and  the  fact  was  not 
contradicted.     It  was  painful  to  dwell 
upon  these  circumstances  of  cruelty.    It 
was  their  duty,  by  every  means  they  could 
command,  to  place  their  fellow  creatures, 
and,  he  would  say,  fellow  subjects,  in  a 
better  condition.    He  did  not  speak 'of 
these  cases  so  mueh  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the   severity  with  which  slaves 
were  treated,  as  to  prove  the  bad  elfects 
arising  from  the  state  of  degradation  ia 
which  they  were  placed.    This  was  the 
great  evil.    In  the  island  of  Jamaica,  par- 
ticularly upon  large  properties,  they  were 
better  off  than  in  other  places.    It  was 
honourable  to  that  island,  that  she  bad 
not  taken  any  steps  to  render  the  manu- 
mission of  slaves  more  difficult ;  but  the 
evil  was,  that  such  laws  as  were  most 
favourable  to  them  were  not  always  Eea- 
lously  attended  to.    Mr.  Burke,  speaking 
on  the  subject  of  abolition,  said,  that  the 
assemblies  had  done  little  towards  that 
object,  and  that  what  they  had  done  was 
of  no  use,  because  it  was  destitute  of  any 
executory  principle.    Sympathy  was  the 
very  soul  of  humanity.    Tne  negroes  in 
the  West   India   islands,   differing  from 
their  masters  in  colour,  in  habits,  and  in 
relative  situation,  were  not  calcidated  to 
excite  it  in  such  a  degree  as  to  contribute 
much  to  their  protection.      They  bore 
very  little  or  no  resemblance  to  the  slaves 
of  ancient  times,  or  to  the  villains  of  the 
feudal  system.    In  ancient  times  no  indi- 
vidual,   however   great,   or  wealthy,  or 
learned,  could  consider  himself  as  com- 
pletely secured  from  a  state  of  slavery. 
FVom  the  custom  of  those  early  perioib, 
the  chance  of  war  might  make  slavery  the 
lot  of  every  person.    There  were  instances 
of  slaves  then  who  even  raised  themselves 
high  in  the  schools  of  philosophy.    These 
circumstances  produced  sentiments  favou« 
rable  to  them,  and  tending  very  much  to 
ameliorate  their  condition.    Such  was  not 
the    case  in  the  West   India  colonies. 
£ven  the  very  circumstance  of  their  inad- 
missibility to  be  heard  as  evidence,  must 
prevent  ttum  firom  obtaimng  justice.  The 
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theft  so  folemnly  alluded  to  by  the  hon, 
gentlemaoy  and  whicli  drew  after  it  so 
severe  a  punishment,  consisted  onl^  of  a 
pair  of  stockings.    It  was  another  circum- 
stance honourable  to  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica, that  they  allowed  negroes  there  to 
.  appear  in  evidence.    After  all,  however, 
that  sympathy  was  not  felt  for  tbem  on 
the  oUier  side  of  the  water,  which  might 
be  expected  from  men  of  enlightened 
understanding.    Their  state  in  Barbadoes 
was  most  wretched.    Lord  Seaforth,  when 
ffovemor  of  the  island,  endeavoured  to 
improve  it  by  procuring  a  law  to  render 
the  murder   of  a  slave  capital.    After 
much  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants, a  law  of  this  kind  was  said  to  have 
been  passed.    The  island  was  at  first  en- 
raged with  the  governor,  even  for  propos- 
,  ing  such  a  measure.    When  it  was  con- 
sented to,  and  the  friends  of  humanity  in 
this  country  were  led  to  believe  that  the 
condition  of  the  slaves  in  that  island  was 
much  bettered,  what  was  their  surprise 
.  and  disappointment  to  find,  in  two  years 
after,  when  this  law  was  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House,  that  it  was  rendered 
entirely  nugatory  by  a  condition  annexed 
to  it;  for  it  was  provided  that  the  murder, 
.  to  be  capital,  most  have  been  unprovoked. 
So  that  provocation,  real  or  pretended, 
.would,  under  this  law,  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  guilty  person  from 
the  punishment  of  death.    The  descrip- 
.  tions  he  had  received  with  regard  to  the 
neglect  of  the  decencies  of  life,  as  it  re- 
spected the  marriage  state,  the  promis- 
cuous and  incestuous  intercourse  that  pre- 
vailed amon^  the   slaves,   and^  indeed, 
ibeir  opposition  to   matrimony,   showed 
.but  too  plainly  the  corrupt  and  vicious 
system  they  were  accustomed  to. — There 
was  another  sad  circumstance  which  re- 

Srded  their  amelioration,  and  this  was, 
e  practice  of  making  the  slaves  amena- 
ble for  the  insolvency  of  their  masters. 
Bryan  Edwards,  in  his  <<  History  of  the 
West  Indies,**  had  louff  since  pointed  out 
the  evils  which  arose  irom  permitting  the 
creditors  of  a  slave-owner   to   sell    his 
slaves  after  his  death,  for  the  payment  of 
debts  not  satisfied  in  his  life-time ;  a  sys- 
tem, as  Mr.  Edwards  said,  remorseless  in 
principle,  and  tyrannical  in  effect.    There 
were  cases  in  which  a  negro  had purchtMed 
Ills  freedom,  and  the  freedom  or  his  chil- 
dren, and  trained  them  up  with  the  most 
exemplary  care,  ^et  his  offiipring   had 
afterwards  been  seized  on  by  the  creditors 
of  his  deceased  master,  because  be  had 
(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


died  an  insolvent,  and  thus  transported  to 
even  the  mines  of  Mexico.    These  were 
transactions  which  showed  that  remedial 
steps  were  still  required  to  mitigate,  if  not 
to  remove  such  extraordinary  sufferings. 
The  illustrious  Burke  contemplated  those 
remedies  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  in  the  en- 
couragement of  the  institution  of  matri- 
mony, as  it  respected   the  unfortunate 
slaves,  and  also  in  the  facility  and  security 
of  manumission.    But    where    sums  of 
SOOL  and  SOOl.  or  even  100^.  were  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  that  manumis- 
sion, how  could   it  possibly,    in  many 
instances,  be  accomplished  by  the  ill-fated 
though  deserving  slave 7  The  general  state 
of  negro  degradation  must  be  cured  by 
the   wisdom  and  kindness  of  jprovident 
laws,  before  it  would  be  practicable  to 
elevate  the  slaves  into  the  scale  of  civi- 
lized society;    they  most  endeavour  to 
promote  their  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion :    above  all  they  must  promote  the 
practice  of  marriage^  if  they  aesired  to  fit 
tbem     for   higher    distinctions    in    lifiu 
Among  those  who  were  anxious  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  the  negroes,  they 
had  the  satislkction  of  numbering  sucb 
characters  as  Fox,  Pitt,  and  Grey,  who 
were  all  agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of 
raising  the  character  by  improving  the 
condition  of  the  negra  The  House  would 
believe  that  he  felt  deeply  interested  in 
the  subject.    That  feeling  had  induced 
him  to  those  exertions  which  threw  great 
information  in  his  way ;  and  he  should  nold 
himself  to  be  guilty  of  no  common  neglect, 
if  he  refrained  from  speaking  out.    The 
negroes  must  be  raised  in  the  scale  of 
beings,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  other 
way  to  effect  this  desirable  end  except  l^ 
marriase  being  encouraged  among  them. 
The  Methodists  and  Moravians  had  done 
something  in  this  respect  in  Africa ;  and, 
believing  the  people  of  that  country  to  be 
as  intellectually  respectable,  and  moraUy 
anuable  as  any  other  race  of  men,  be 
hoped  that  no  means  for  their  improve* 
ment  would  be  omitted  by  a  country 
which  had  proceeded  so  fiur  in  redressing 
their  wrongs. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  could  not  ayoid  remwrk- 
ing  the  progressive  change  of  opinion 
upon  this  subject  {  for  he  remembered 
when  all  the  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  iUand  of  Jamaica  took  up  the  cause 
for  the  smaller  islands  with  all  the  anima- 
tion and  bitterness  of  controyersy;  but 
now  they  expvessed  themselves  perfectly 
willing,  sliould  any  abuses  have  occurrea 
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in  the  smaller  islands,  to  allow  of  their 
being  corrected.  The  slaves  also  had  on 
that  night,  for  the  first  timei  been  recog- 
nized as  subjects  of  his  majesty.  He  re- 
joiced at  this,  for  the  inferences  to  be 
deduced  from  it  were  such  as,  twenty 
years  ago,  would  have  prevented  any  gen- 
tlemen who  had  opposed  themselves  to  the 
abolition  from  acceding  to  the  propriety 
of  such  a  denomination.  If  such,  then, 
was  the  case,  how  could  9,300  subjects  of 
his  majesty  in*  the  island  of  Nevis  continue 
under  the  control  of  501  whites,  of  whom 
the  avowed  principal  was  Mr.  Huggins, 
whom,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
proved  against  him  in  May  last,  the  go- 
vernor still  condescended  to  visit  ?  How, 
IP  the  island  of  St.  Kitt's,  could  20,000 
of  his  majestv's  subjects  continue  under 
the  control  of  1,610  whites,  or,  in  Domi- 
nica, 22,000  under  1,800?  Where  the 
ruling  society  was  so  small,  an  esprit  de 
corps  was  created,  which  would  support 
every  individual  by  the  united  power  of 
the  whole.  He  feared  in  such  a  case,  at 
no  distant  period,  the  arm  of  the  legisla- 
ture would  be  required  strongly  to  inter- 
fere, to  secure  justice  to  the  oppressed. 

Sir  Samuel  Romillt/^  in  reply,  denied  he 
bad  desired  the  House  to  judge  from  the 
practices  of  those  two  smaU  islands,  of  the 
conduct  in  all  the  others.  As  to  the  facts 
he  had  stated,  he  might  have  been  misin- 
formed, but  he  had  endeavoured  to  get 
the  best  information.  The  two  men  who 
had  received  the  200  lashes  were  not  the 
thieves,  but  those  who  received  the  pro- 
perty.—He  observed,  that  from  the  trial, 
the  story  of  the  masquerade  must  be  in- 
correct. One  of  the  witnesses,  a  driver, 
said,  that  six  days  after  there  were  marks 
of  severity  on  the  negroes,  such  as  he 
had  never  before  observed.  The  girls 
who  were  punished,  it  was  distinctly  stated 
on  the  tnal,  that  they  did  not  scream ; 
they  covered  their  faces,  and  shed  (ears. 
An  hon.  gentleman  had  been  offended  at 
the  word  '*  cart-whip,"  but  this  was  the 
phrase  which  was  used  on  the  trial,  and  as 
It  thence  appeared  the  common  word  in 
the  island* 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Friday t  AprU  24. 

Officers  Widows  Pewsions.]    The 

Mifirquis  of  Lansdovme  rose  to  move,  that 

there  be  laid  before  the  House  a  copy 

of  the    Regulation   of  the   War«officei 


of  the  17th  of  February  last,  for  taking 
the  usual  pension  from  fuch  widows  q£ 
officers  of  the  army  as  have  an  mcome 
equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  allovr- 
ance  to  which  they  would  be  entitled  by 
their  husbands'  rank.    He  made  this  mo- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  bringing  under 
consideration  a  regulation,  which  appeared 
to    him    exceedingly    objectionable.     It 
would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  use 
many  words,  nor  to  make  strong  appeals 
to  the  feelines  of  their  lordships,  in  order 
to  convince  ttiern  of  the  impropriety,  and» 
he  might  say,  the  injustice  of  this  regula- 
tion.   The  reduction  contemplated  by  the 
regulation   applied  to  a   description   of 
persons,  and  a  scale  of  pensions,  which 
ought  in  fairness,  as  well  as  in  liberality, 
to  remain  untouched.     The  fund  from 
which  these  pensions  was  derived   was 
founded  and  supported  by  the  army  itself. 
It  commenced  in  the  reign  of  oueen  Anne; 
and  in  the  year  1782  the  funa  had  so  far 
accumulated,  that   200,000/.  was  takea 
away  from  it,  and  applied  to  other  par- 
poses.    In   justice,   therefore,  this  sum 
ought  to  be  repaid  before  anydeduction 
was  made  from  the  pensions.  The  widows 
of  officers  were  at  least  entitled  to  their 
pensions  on  the  usual  scale  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  that  sum,  so  far  as  it  might  go. 
The  sum  allowed  to  widows  was,  for  those 
of  superior  officers  120/.,  for  widows  of 
captams  about  50/.,  and  for  ensigns*  widows 
about    SO/.     Now,  he  would  ask  their 
lordships,  whether  the  circumstance  of  b 
colonel  dying,  and  leaving  property  to  the 
amdunt  of  200/.  a  year,  should  be  consi« 
dered  a  reason  for  depriving  his  widow  of 
her  pension  ?  If  a  captain  left  only  100/. 
a  year,  the  case  was  still  harder,  as,  ac- 
cording to  this    resnilation,    his    widow 
would  be  deprived  of  the  small  pension  to 
which  she  would  otherwise  have  been  en- 
titled.   It  was  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that 
very  little  could  be  saved  by  this  measure 
of  severity ;  for  it  appeared  that  it  would 
not  require  more  than  90,000/.  to  pay  the 
pensions  of  the  persons  who  came  within 
the  scope  of  the  regulation.    It  appeared 
to    him,    that,    whether  their  lordships 
looked  to  the  origin  of  the  fund,  to  the 
justice  of  the  claims  upon  it,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  pf  instituting  a  strict  inqai- 
sition  into  the  property  of  the  clainumta, 
or  to  the  temntation  to  fraud  which  that 
inquisition  would  create,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  them  to  consider  this  regula- 
tion as  one  whjd^  was  fit  to  be  persevered 
in.    He  was,  Wmveri  happy  to  hear  that 
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it  had  been  resolved  to  make  the  regrula* 
tiona  uodeigo  some  modification,  which 
would  be,  in  a  certain  desree,  satisfactory, 
though  they  would  not  altogether  remove 
his  objections.  The  noble  marquis  con- 
eluded  by  moving  for  a  copy  of  the  regu- 
hitiooy  and  also  for  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  officers'  widows  whose  pensions 
would  be  reduced  by  enforcing  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  mean  to 
object  to  the  [production  of  the  papers, 
but  wided  to  explain  what  had  been  the 
view  of  his  majesty's  government.    It  was 
perfectly  clear,  that  Qiese  pensions,  from 
whatever   source  they  originated,  were 
never  considered  as  a  matter  of  right.  It 
had  been  the  practice,  both  with  regard  to 
the  army  and  the  navy,  to  make  provision 
by  pensions  for  the  widows  of  officers;  but 
these  pensions  were  always  granted  on  a 
memorial  being  presented,  stating  the  in- 
dividual to  be  in  necessitous    circum- 
stances.   In  the  navy,  the  nature  and 
amount  of  these  pensions  were  strictly 
defined,  and  a  person  applying  had  to 
make  an  affidavit,  stating  tnat  she  had  not 
been  left  property  to  the  annual  amount  of 
double  toe  pension  for  which  she  applied. 
With  regara  to  the  army,  a  different  rule 
had  prevailed.    No  sum  was  defined,  and 
the  memorialist  merely  stated  that  she 
had  no  pension  from  the  government,  and 
DO  property  left  by  her  late  husband  ca- 
pable of  anordiog  her  a  reasonable  main- 
tenance.   The  statement  being  thus  quite 
indefinite,  the  practice  with  regard  to 
pensions  became  liable  to    considerable 
abuse.    It  was  true,  that  a  fund  had  been 
established  for  widows'  pensions,  at  a  very 
early  period.    It  was  nrst  created  out  of 
the  appointments  of  two  troops  of  horse 
which  were  reduced.    After  the  institu- 
tion of  that  fund,  the  words  respecting 
the  ^  necessitous*  circumstances    of   the 
parties  had,  by  neglect,  been  omitted  in 
the  warrants  granting  pensions;  but  they 
were  restored  in  1770,  and  after  that  date 
all  warrants  stated  the  grant  to  be  made  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  the  husband, 
and  the  distressed  circumstances  of  the 
widow.    It  was  evident,  therefore,  from 
the  very  form  of  the  warrant,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  widow  were  always 
understood  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  granting  the  pension.    No  definite  sum, 
however,  being  mentioned,  a  practice  had 
prevailed  of  granting  the  pension  without 
a  strict  reference  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  claimant,  and  it  was  the  object  of  the 
regulation  to  correct  this  abuse.    The  ar- 


Simenta  urged  by  the  noble  marquis  on 
is  question  must  apply  to  the  navy  with 
as  much  justice  as  to  the  army,  if  he 
found  the  right  to  the  pension  money 
withdrawn  from  the  pay  of  the  officer. 
A  rate  was  paid  on  the  pay,  half-pav,  and 
pensions  or  naval    officers   towards  the 
widows'  fund,  and  yet  the  pensions  for  the 
widows  of  these  officers  were  regulated  by 
a  scale  similar  to  that  laid  down  in  the  re- 
gulation of  the  war-office.    It  was  cer- 
tainly desirable  that    the   two  services 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footinff,  and 
this  was  the  sole  object  of  the  regiuadon 
complained  of.    It  had  been  thouglit  right 
to  remove  all  doubts  with  respect  to  the 
army,  by  adopting  a  regulation  similar  to 
that  which  governed  the  pensions  for  the 
widows  of  naval  officers.    It  had,  however, 
been  represented  to  him,  that  many  indivi- 
duals, conceiving  that  their  widows  were  of 
right  entitled  to  the  pension  of  their  rank, 
had  ensured  their  lives  to  enable  them  to 
make  a  farther  pro? ision  for  their  families, 
and  had,  perhaps,  undergone  considerable 
privations  in  order  to  accomplish  that  ob- 
ject.   He  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
the  regulation  ought  to  be  modified  so  far 
as  to  prevent  it  from  having  any  retro- 
spective  eflect  with  regard  to  cases  of  this 
description.    But  as  a  prospective  mea- 
sure, he  considered  it  highly  proper,  be- 
cause it  placed  the  two  services  on  an 
eouality.  The  words  which  were  formerly 
admitted  as  sufficient  in  the  memorials  for 
pensions  to  widows  of  military  officers, 
were  fiur  too  loose  and  indefinite,  and  it 
was  proper  to  introduce  the  precise  form 
of  the  naval  affidavits.    At  the  same  time 
it  had  been  thought  advisable  to  mak» 
another  alteration,  leaving  to  the  widows 
both  of  naval  and  military  officers  tho 
power  of  receiving  the  pension  if  they 
have  not  an  income  equal  to  four  times  its 
amount.    He  trusted  this  modification  of 
the  regulation  would  be  found  to  be  dic- 
tated by  that  liberality  which  was  due  to- 
wards the  individuals  who  were  its  objects, 
while  it  would  at  the  same  time  perfectly 
assimilate  the  two  services  with  regard  to 
widows  pensions. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslvn  was  happy  to  hear 
the  statement  which  the  noble  earl  had 
made.  The  modification  he  had  mentioned 
would  remove  many  of  the  objections  to 
which  the  regulation  was  liable.  But, 
notwithstandms  all  that  had  been  said  by 
the  noble  earl,  he  still  considered  the 
pensions  to  officers  widows  a  matter  of 
righu    He  considered  that  the  purchase 
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of  commiasioDs  placed  the  right  of  ofBcera 
of  the  army  on  a  stronger  footing  than 
those  of  the  navy.  The  sale  of  commis- 
sions was  a  saying  to  the  government ;  for 
they  were  first  permitted  to  be  sold  as  a 
means  of  providing  for  old  and  disabled 
officers.  If,  however,  an  officer  died 
without  selling  his  commission,  or  was 
killed  in  battle,  the  whole  money  he  had 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  rank  was  lost 
to  his  family.  Nothing,  then,  remained 
for  his  widow  but  the  pension,  which  she 
ought  therefore  to  be  considered  as  of 
right  entitled  to,  whatever  might  be  her 
circumstances. 

Lord  Exmouth  was  satisfied  with  the 
liberality  of  the  noble  earl,  but  as  a  naval 
officer,  he  could  not  avoid  stating,  that 
the  widows  of  naval  officers  had  strong 
claims  to  the  attention  of  the  government. 
With  respect  to  the  widows  of  officers  in 
the  army,  he  thought  it  a  pity  to  withdraw 
that  support  to  which  they  had  been  ac- 
customea  for  a  century  past. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansd&ome  said,  he 
certainly  felt  gratified  at  the  noble  earl's 
assurance  that  the  two  services  were  about 
to  be  assimilated ;  and  declared,  that  his 
satisfaction  would  be  still  greater,  if  the 
allowance  of  the  navy  was  brought  up  to 
something  like  that  allotted  to  the  army. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Breach  of  Privilege.]  Mr.  Wynn 
brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  respecting  the  complaint  of 
the  letter  written  to  a  voter  of  the  county 
of  Lanark,  to  influence  his  vote  in  the 
election  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, by  Thomas  Ferguson,  in  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  House,  as  follows : 
1.  **  That  Thomas  Ferguson  hath  admitted 
himself  to  be  the  author  and  writer  of  the 
said  letter,  and  that  it  was  addressed  to 
William  Dykes,  a  freeholder  of  the 
county  of  Lanark,  with  the  intention  of 
influencing  his  vote  for  the  said  county, 
but  that  he  hath  also  expressly  stated 
that    his    assertions    therem    contained, 

*  that  he  had  communicated  Mr.  Dykes's 
■  application  for  a  situation  under  go- 
«  vernment  in  behalf  of  a  friend  to  the 

*  lord  Douglas,  and  that  his  lordship  had 
<  authorized  the  offisr  contained  in  the 

*  aaid  letter,*  were  perfectly  false  and 
gronndlessi  and  that  he  had  never  had 


any  communication  with  the  lord  Donglas 
on  the  subject.  %  That  the  said  letter 
is  a  corrupt  attempt  to  subvert  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  election,  and  a  high' 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  and  Thomas  Ferguson  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Ser-- 
jeant  ^t  Arms. 

Dr.  Burney's  Library.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Bankes 
moved,  "  That  the  Report  respecting  the 
purchase  of  the  late  Reverend  Dr. 
Charles  Bumey's  Library  of  Manuscript 
and  Printed  Books  be  referred  to  the 
Committee.'*  Mr.  Bennet  wished  to  know 
whether  the  proposed  grant  had  the  con- 
sent of  the  Crown  ?  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  it  had.  Mr.  Bennet 
said,  he  wished  to  ascertain  this  point,  as' 
that  consent  had  been  refused  to  a  claini 
of  justice,  which  was  now  given  to  a  grant 
of  munificence.— Mr.  Curwen  said,  that  if 
the  hon.  member  pressed  the  motion  for 
referring  the  report  to  the  committee,  he 
should  teel  it  his  duty  to  divide  the  Hotise 
upon  it.  He  had,  for  the  same  reason, 
opposed  former  plansi  Whatever  might 
be  the  actual  value  of  thia  collection,  it 
could  only  be  expected  to  be  useful  to  a 
few.  They  had  lately  refused  grants  to 
the  royal  family ;  and  in  the  present  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  country,  they  ought  to 
pause  before  they  agreed  to  vote  away 
jBuch  sums. — The  House  divided ;  For  the 
motion  79 ;  Against  it  35. 

List  of  the  Priority. 


Brand,  hon.  T. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Brougham,  Henry 
Colthurst,  sirN. 
I  Calcrafl,  John 
Duncannon,  vis. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Fitzroy,  lord  John 
Folkestone,  vis. 
Guise,  sirWm. 
Gascoyne,  gen. 
Graham,  sir  James 
Heron,  sir  Robt. 
Hornby,  Edward 
Kcene,  sir  John 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lloyd,  sir  Edward 
Latouche,  John 
Latouche,  Robert 
Methuen^  Paul 


North,  Dudley 
Newport,  right  hon. 

sir  John 
Osborne,  lord  F.  G. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Odell,  Wm. 
Protheroe,  Ed. 
Parnell,  sirH. 
Parncll,  W.  H. 
Pelham,  hon.  C.  A. 
Symonds,  T.  P. 
Sefton,  earl  of 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Walpole,  hon.  gca. 
Wood,  alderman 
While,  M. 

TELLERS 

Curwen,  J.  C. 
Sebright,  sir  John 
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loMiAH  Islandi-^Pbtitiom  ov  Count 
Cladan  ot  Cbphalonia,  complain- 
iKo  OT  Obstruction  ov  Jubticb*] 
Mr.  Bennei  rote  to  present  a  Petition,  to 
which  he  begged  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House,  and  particularly  that  of  an 
hon.  member  opposite  (Mr.  Goulburn). 
He  was  the  more  particular  in  requesting 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  petition, 
as  it  was  from  a  person  whom  the  chance 
of  war  had  placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  British  go?emment«  The  petitioner, 
count  Cladan,  was  a  most  respectable  in- 
dividual, and  a  man  of  a  very  ancient  fa* 
mily,  and  of  high  rank  in  his  own  country. 
He  complained  of  gross  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  general  Campbell,  who  had 
been  governor  of  the  Ionian  Islands. 
Count  Cladan  had  been  three  years  a 
suitor  to  the  government  of  this  country, 
for  the  redress  of  alleged  pievances,  yet 
he  had  hitherto  failed  m  his  efforts.  He 
complained  of  this  great  delay  of  justice 
to  him.  He  had,  when  he  first  presented 
a  memorial  of  his  wrongs,  been  referred 
for  redress  to  one  place,  and  from  that 
back  to  another.  He  had  been  referred 
to  a  place  where  of  all  others  he  was  least 
likely  to  meet  with  redresa— to  the  tribu- 
nals of  his  own  country.  But  it  should 
be  recollected,  that  in  any  complaint  which 
he  might  make  there  against  any  British 
officers  for  excess  in,  or  non-perrormance 
of  their  duty,  the  courts  of  the  Ionian 
islands  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  could  not, 
under  such  circumstances,  make  the  officer 
against  whom  such  charge  might  be  pre- 
ferred amenable  to  their  authority.  It 
was  only  in  this  country  that  such  charges 
could  be  properly  decided  upon,  and  hav- 
ing failed  hitherto  of  procuring  attention 
to  his  case,  the  petitioner  was  forced  to 
apply  to  the  legislature  for  redress.  The 
iurst  charge  which  he  alleged  against  ge- 
sieral  Campbell,  and  which  he  stated  he 
could  be  able  to  prove  by  150  witnesses, 
was,  that  he  had,  without  any  authority, 
assumed  the  dispensing  power  of  repealing 
or  anauUtng  the  decrees  of  the  tribunals 
-—that  he  had  assumed  the  right  of  order- 
ing a  person  to  be  executed,  whom  the 
tribunals  had  absolved  from  any  crime—* 
and  not  only  that,  but  had  instituted  a 
node  of  punishment,  before  unknown  in 
that  country  and  abhorred  in  every  coun- 
trj;  he  meant  the  infamous  punishment 
of  the  piUory  I  that  he  bad  not  only  used 


the  lash  in  the  punishment  of  soldiers,  but 
also  on  some  of  the  inhabitants.— He  did 
not  mean  to  assert  that  ail  the  allegations 
contained  in  this  petition  were  true,  but 
he  knew  that  the  person  who  made  them, 
was  a  most  respiectable  individual,  the 
descendant  of  a  very  ancient  family,  and 
from  his  general  character  and  the  nature 
of  the  complaint  he  thoueht  it  wm  enti- 
tled to  immediate  consideration.  The 
petitioner  had,  as  he  before  observed, 
been  three  years  in  endeavouring  to  ob- 
tain justice  and  had  failed.  On  one  oc- 
casion, accounts  respecting  these  trans- 
actions had  been  sent  for,  and  a  very 
voluminous  collection  of  papers  been 
transmitted  by  sir  ThonuM  MaiUand.  He 
respected  sir  T.  Maitland  very  much  on 
his  own  account,  and  that  of  his  con- 
nexions ;  indeed,  more  on  the  latter  ac« 
count  than  the  former,  but  he  could  not 
ouite  approve  of  his  manner  of  treating 
the  petitioner  in  his  communication.  He 
speaks  of  him  as  a  person  styling  himself 
count  Cladan,  when  he  ought  to  have 
known  well  that  he  was  in  fact  count 
Cladan.  He  was  a  member  of  the  senate, 
a  councillor  of  state,  and  had  been  sent 
as  ambassador  to  the  court  of  Russia,  as 
the  representative  of  the  Ionian  islands. 
He  at  present  came  before  the  House  as 
a  person  seeking  redress  for  injuries  sus- 
tamed.  That  redress,  he  trusted,  would 
not  be  refused,  or  delayed^ 

The  Petition  was  then  read;  setting 
forth,  "  That  three  years  have  nearly 
expired  since  the  arrival  of  the  petitioner 
in  London,  to  claim  justice  from  his  ma- 
jesty's government  against  the  proceed- 
ings of  Heat,  general  Campbell,  late  com- 
manding officer  of  his  majesty's  forces, 
and  commissioner  of  the  liberated  Ionian 
islands,  against  lieut.  colonel  Schumroel- 
ketel,  late  commandant  of  the  island  of 
Cephalonia;  the  petitioner's  remonstrance 
is  proved  pariy  by  documents,  by  the  sig- 
natures or  the  above-mentioned  officers* 
and  can  be  testified  by  more  than  150 
witnesses,  many  English  gentlemen,  soma 
of  his  majesty's  officers,  natives  of  distinc- 
tion, and  by  the  ten  tribunals,  exhibiting 
measures  at  once  partial  and  oppressive 
to  the  petitioner  and  other  persona ;  1st, 
that  by  a  decree  21st  April  1818,  aeneral 
Campbell  refused  the  execution  of  a  law 
by  which  the  tribunal  ruled,  assuming 
thereby  a  despotic  authority  and  a  dis- 
pensing power  superior  to  the  laws,  and 
m  opoosition  to  the  faith  pledged  by  the 
Britiso  nation  that  the  isiBad  shauid  be 
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governed  by  its  own  laws;  Sdly,  that  the 
said  general  Campbell  caused  to  be 
banffeOy  13th  April,^  ISIS,  Andrea  Mio- 
garde,  of  Cephalonia,  although  only  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  by  the  legitimate 
tribunal  of  appeal  who  tried  him^  prevent- 
ing the  iudgment  of  the  definitive  tribunal, 
to  which  the  sentence  had  been  referred ; 
which  the  petitioner  considers  to  be  a 
.  proceeding  forming  a  precedent  deeply 
UMurious  to  him  as  a  member  of  the  said 
tribunal;  3d,  that  the  petitioner,  being 
president  of  the  said  tribunal,  obtained 
from  the  secretary  a  copy  of  the  sentence, 
and  other  documents,  in  order  to  make  a 
representation  aeaiust  such  excessive  vio- 
lence ;  and  for  tne  compliance  of  the  se- 
cretary, general  Campbell  deprived  him 
of  his  employments  under  the  local  govern- 
ment, altnough  some  of  them  had  been 
purchased,  according  to  custom,  sending 
Aim  a  prisoner  to  the  castle  of  Cenhalonia, 
and  mulcting  him  of  a  sum  of  money ; 
4th,  that  general  Campbell  by  his  decree, 
without  form  of  law,  deprived  count  de  la 
Decima,  of  Cephalonia,  of  his  feudatory 
property,  which  the  petitioner  considers 
to  be  a  proceeding  forming  a  precedent 
deeply  injurious  to  his  interests  as  a 
feudator;  5th,  that  general  Campbell, 
by  decree,  obliged  Constantino  Corafan 
to  pay  his  sister-in-law  four  times  the 
amount  of  her  demand  on  him,  though 
this  demand  had  been  rejected  by  the 
tribunals,  and  directed  the  local  govern- 
ment to  take  possession  of  his  houses  and 
property  of  ten  times  the  value  of  her 
demand,  and  put  him  under  arrest,  an  act 
ao  despotic  as  not  to  be  equalled ;  by  de- 
cree 14th  February  1814,  contrary  to 
law,  he  annulled  the  Fidei  Commissutih  to 
which  this  property  was  subject,  and  or- 
dered it  for  sale,  but  no  purchaser  ap- 
pcaringy  he  directed  her  to  be  paid  by  tne 
government  of  Cephalonia,  and  to  reim- 
burse itself  bv  the  produce  of  the  pro- 
perty; 6th,  that,  contrary  to  public  faith 
and  law,  general  Campbell  diet  by  decree 
deprive  Spyridian  Baratta  of  the  collec- 
tion of  certain  duties  legally  acquired  at  a 
public  sale  made  by  the  government  of 
Zantc;  7th,  that  general.  Campbell  intro- 
duced many  thousand  pieces  of  foreign 
coin,  obligmg  the  inhabitants  to  receive 
tbem  at  a  certain  rate,  enormously  ex- 
ceeding what  they  passed  for  in  the  islands, 
impressing  them  with  the  figures  of  their 
current  amount,  and  serious  consequences 
have  resulted  from  this  arbitrary  act ;  8th, 
that  contrary  to  law  and  the  sentence  of 


the  tribunal  of  2«ante,  general  Campbell, 
by  decree,  caused  to  be  sold  by  auction, 
the  brig  Pauline, '  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
redress  sought  from  the  colonial  depart- 
ment nearly  three  years  ago  by  Vincenzo 
Acquilina,  the  merchant,  who  was  ruined 
by  that  decree ;  9th,  that  general  Camp* 
bell  caused  to  be  erected  at  Zante  a  pu* 
lory,  horrible  to  the  inhabitants,  previotisly 
unknown  in  the  islands,  on  which  he  ex« 
posed  an  inhabitant  contrary  to  law,  then 
ordering  him  to  be  mounted  on  an  ass, 
conducted   round   the   city,  and  to  be 
flogged  at  certain  distances;  10th,  that  a 
legaJ  commission  having  been  appointed 
to  give  judgment  on  the  proofs  of  thq 
forgery  of  the  name  of  the  petitioner's 
father  in  his  last  will,  also  on  two  false 
oaths,  and  the  falsification  and  violation 
of  the  seals  of  government,  with  other 
crimes,  the  verification  of  which  being 
highly  important  to  the  petitioner,  and  to 
take  cognizance  respecting  the  petitioner*a 
feudatory  property,  and  other  important 
questions  connected  with  the  judgment  to 
be  given  in  the  aforesaid  criminal  point, 
general  Campbell,   by  decree  21st  De* 
cember  1814,  ordered  the  commission  to 
submit  to  him  a  plan  of  their  sentence, 
without  law,  or  permitting  the  said  crimes 
to  be  tried,  deciding  judgment  without  a 
hearing,  although  remonstranced  by  the 
petitioner  that  the  proceedings  were  pre- 
judicial to  him;  11th,  also  oy  a  second 
decree    18th    February    1814,    general 
Campbell  notified,  that  no  appeal  should 
be  admitted  on  the  subject;  12th,  that 
the  petitioner,  thus  injured  in  the  grossest 
manner  by  these  proceedings,  did  present 
to  general  Campbell  a  memorial  on  the 
subject,  addressed  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  requesting  he  would 
transmit  the  same  to  London,  and  to  be 
allowed  copies   of  the  necessary  docu- 
ments to  verify  this  memorial,  which  were 
deposited  in  the  o£Bce  of  the  secretary  of 
government  at  Zante,  but  these  requests 
were  refused,  and  the  memorial  returned ; 
13th,  that  on  the  petitioner's  return  to 
Cephalonia,  colonel  Schummelketel  pre* 
vented  his  departure  for  four  months  to 
London,  likewise  refusing  the  authentica^ 
tion  of  the  documents  obtained  by  the  pe- 
dtioner  of  his  cause  in  Cephalonia,  although 
customsry,  and  which  he  readily  granted 
to  others;  the  degrading  treatment  the 
petitioner  received  was  like  to  a  person 
outlawed  for  his  crimes,  and  the  doors  of 
justice  shut  against  him;  14th,  thatge* 
neral  Campbell  by  an  abuse  of  his  poweff 
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did  take  possession  of  the  country  house 
and  premises  of  the  noble  Spiridion  Cbes- 
-sari  of  Corfu,  and  prevented  his  access 
to  them  by  ten  military  guards,  and  also 
limdered  him  from  collecting  the  products 
of  the  adjoining  lands ;  the  injured  pro- 
prietors supplicated  general  Campbell, 
praying  that  his  property  should  be  res- 
tored, or  an  equitable  rent  allowed  him ; 
but  in  disregard  to  his  petition,  general 
Campbell,  in  abuse  of  his  power,  did  con- 
tinue to  occupy  the  said  houses  and  land, 
and  at  lengtti  leaving  the  said  island, 
without  restoring  the  premises,  or  in  any 
way  remunerating  the  unfortunate  pro- 
prietor; and  the  petitioner  prays  the 
House  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  direct 
audi  inquiries  into  his  complaints,  as  may 
to  their  wisdom  seem  meet,  and  that  the 
laws  of  the  empire  may  be  pot  in  force, 
00  that  he  nuiy  obtain  justice.** 

On  the  motion,  that  the  Petition  do  lie 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Goulbum  observed,  that,  whatever 
ni^ht  be  the  merits  of  the  case  referred 
to  in  the  petition,  be  submitted  that  that 
House  was  not  the  proper  place  for  in- 
quiring into  or  deciding  upon  it.  The 
petitioner  attributed  several  criminal  acts 
to  general  Campbell,  and,  among  others, 
the  murder  of  an  individual.  If  these 
charges  were  founded,  he  appealed  to  the 
House,  whether  that  was  the  proper  tri- 
bunal to  try  the  accused?  He  had  not 
hhnself  the  honour  of  knowing  eeneral 
Campbell,  and  therefore  he  coula  not  be 
influenced  by  any  considerations  of  pri- 
vate friendship.  But  he  could  not  allow 
himself  to  decide  against  the  character  of 
that  officer  upon  the  various  charges  pre- 
ferred against  him  by  the  petitioner;  for 
what  the  House  had  heard  from  the  hon. 
mover  and  from  the  petition  did  not  form 
a  fiftieth  part  of  the  charges  inserted  in 
the  petitioner's  memorial  to  his  majesty's 
government.  Count  Cladan,  no  douot, 
alleged  that  he  could  prove  the  truth  of 
•these  charges;  but,  if  he  even  could,  that 
was  not  the  proper  place  to  try  the  case. 
There  were  tribunals  to  take  cognizance 
of  such  charges  as  count  Cladan  preferred, 
and  to  those  tribunals  it  was  open  to  him 
to  make  his  appeal.  The  count  nad  stated, 
that  he  had  a  number  of  witnesses  to  sub- 
itantiate  his  charges ;  he  had  indeed  given 
in  a  list  of  above  a  hundred.  But  aU  these 
witnesses  were  resident  in  the  Ionian 
islands,  and  there,  therefore,  count  Cladan 
was  told  that  he  ought  to  try  his  case.  As 
Co  the  animadversions  upon  sir  Thomas 


Maitland,  the  charsecter  of  that  officer 
stood  too  high  to  require  any  defence 
from  him,  especially  against  the  bare 
allegation  of  the  petitioner.  But  he 
thoufl;ht  it  proper  to  state,  that  general 
Maitland  always  expressed  a  readiness  to 
eo  into  the  petftioner's  case,  and  to  hate 
It  fully  investigated  before  the  proper  tri- 
bunals in  the  Ionian  isles,  where  the  peti- 
tioner would  have  all  the  means  of  legal 
redress.  As  to  the  conduct  of  govern* 
ment,  he  could  not  see  what  any  govern- 
ment could  do  in  such  a  case ;  tor  it  was 
not  within  its  province  to  institute  inquiry, 
or  to  inflict  punishment,  upon  an  affidr  of 
this  nature.  It  was  but  very  lately  that 
count  Cladan  objected  to  the  trial  of  hia 
case  in  the  Ionian  isles.  He  had  ex- 
pressed his  apprehension  of  some  interdict 
to  prevent  nis  proceeding;  but  he  was 
told,  that  if  there  were  any  such  interdict, 
it  should  be  immediately  removed,  and 
that  he  should  be  at  full  liberty  to  pto- 
ceed. 

Sir  C  Monde  expressed  his  smrprise, 
that  while  the  hon.  gentleman  observed 
that  general  Cannpbell  was  in  England, 
he  should  still  refer  the  petitioner  to  the 
tribunals  of  the  Ionian  isles  for  the  trial  of 
his  charges  against  that  officer. 

Mr.  Goulbum  explained,  that  he  only 
referred  the  petitioner  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  Ionian  isles  for  the  trial  of  that  part 
of  his  case  which  referred  to  questions  of 
property,  but  as  to  his  charges  respecting 
^neral  Campbell,  it  was  open  to  him  to 
institute  proceedings  against  that  officer 
before  the  proper  tribunal  in  this  country* 

Sir  C.  Monck  thought  the  appeal  of 
count  Cladan  to  that  House  extremely 
proper.  He  had  applied  in  vain  to  ffo- 
vemment  for  redress— he  felt  it  absura  to 
look  for  justice,  in  such  a  case,  to  tlie 
tribunals  of  the  Ionian  islands,  and  being, 
without  the  means  of  supporting  a  law- 
suit against  general  Campbell,  iirnere  else 
was  he  to  look  for  any  remedy  but  to  that 
House  ?  The  House  had  heard  the  most 
extraordinary  language  from  the  hon. 
gentleman,  according  to  which,  it  would 
seem,  that  the  British  government  was 
not  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  ita 
officers. 

Sir  «/•  Netbport  thought,  that  there  be- 
ing no  remedy  in  the  courts  of  the  Ionian 
Islands  for  the  grievances  complained  o^ 
was  the  very  best  reason  why  a  remedy 
should  be  sought  for  here  in  tlie  manner 
which  had  been  mentioned. 

Ml'.  Bennet  said,  it  was  no  doobt  true 
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that  ■  the  courts  of  law  were  open, 
.but,  as  it  was  formerly  well  observed, 
**  so  was  the  London  tavern  to  those 
who  could  afford  to  pay."  But  the 
petitioner  was  not  in  a  condition  to  go  to 
law  with  a  general  who  had  made  a  for- 
tune, out  of  those  very  islands,  the  po- 
pulation  of  which  he  had  most  harshly 
treated.  Count  Cladan  became  poor 
through  the  very  means  by  which  general 
Campbell  became  rich.  But  was  it  meant 
to  be  stated  that  when  an  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment behaved  ill,  the  only  rem^y 
against  him  was  in  an  appeal  to  a  court 
of  law  ?  Such,  indeed,  appeared  to  be 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo« 
aite;  but  this  was,  he  believed,  the  nrst 
time^  that,  when  an  officer  of  the  govem- 
inenk  was  charged  with  murder,  with 
pilloring  and  flogging,  according  to  his 
own  will,  with  breaking  into  private 
houses,  with  appropriating  to  his  own  use 
the  property  of  the  people  whom  he  was 
appointed  to  govern  and  protect,  and  with 
a  variety  of  ^e  and  fraudulent  acts,  an 
under  secretaiy  of  state  rose  in  that 
House  to  say  that  government  would  in- 
stitute no  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  such 
an  officer,  but  refer  the  party  aggrieved 
to  a  court  of  law. 

Mr.  GouUntm  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
persons  who  acted  improperly  abroad 
irere  not  responsible  for  their  conduct. 
But,  he  wished  to  ask,  whether  govern- 
ment were  to  punish  general  Camp- 
bell, after  he  had,  for  several  years,  given 
up  the  situation  he  held  in  the  Ionian  is- 
lands, on  the  mere  statement  of  the  peti- 
tioner ? 

Mr.  jF.  Douglas  expressed  his  anxious 
hope  that  government  would  not  exercise 
a  greater  degree  of  power  in  the  Ionian  is- 
lands, than  was  sanctioned  by  the  treaty 
of  Paris.  The  great  object  was,  to  estab- 
lish an  English  influence  in  the  Levant, 
and  that  end  would  best  be  attained  by 
protecting,  not  by  oppressing  the  people. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Breach  of  Privilbge— Commit- 
ment OF  Thomas  Ferguson.]  The 
report  and  resolution  of  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  respecting  the  complaint  ol 
a  letter  written  to  a  voter  of  the  county 
of  Lanark,  to  iofluence  his  vote  in  the 
ifelection  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment, by  Thomas  Ferguson,  in  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  this  House  being  read, 
Mr.  Wynn  movedi  «<  That  Thomas  Fer- 


guson, in  writing  and  sending  the  said  let- 
ter, has  been  giulty  of  a  corrupt  attempt 
to  subvert  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  £lei:tion,  and  a  high  breach  of  the  pri« 
vileges  of  this  House."  The  resolutioa 
being  put  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Wynn  then  observed,  that  he 
should  next  move  the  commitment  of  Mxw 
Ferguson  to  Newgate.  Undoubtedly, 
that  was  not  the  only  punishment  which 
precedent  Justified  in  cases  similar  to  the 

firesent.    Our  ancestors  had,  in  their  jea^ 
ous  care  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  House,  placed  other  guards  around 
them    besides    that   of  punishing  their 
breach   by  imprisonment.    It   appeared 
that  the  person  in  custody  was  an  officer 
of  the  revenue,  and  several  acts  had  pre- 
scribed that  any  person  engaged  in  die  re^ 
venue,  who  should  be  found  to  have  inter- 
fered  in  the  election  of  a  member  of  par- 
liament should  be  fined  lOCV.  deprived  of 
his  situation,  and  rendered  incapaUe  of 
ever  servmg  his  majesty  again  in  any  ca- 
pacity.   The  committee  luid  not,  in  their 
report,  said  any  thing  upon  the  subject 
He  should,  however,  as  a  member  of  that 
committee,  take  an  opportunity,  on  a  fu- 
ture occasion,  when  the  committee  had 
finished  iheir  labours,  of  making  a  mo- 
tion upon  the  subject.    If  the  person  in 
custody  was  to  receive  but  one  punish- 
ment. It  ought  in  his  opinion  to  be  dis- 
missal  from    the    situation    which    he 
held.    The  hon.  member  concluded  hj 
moving  **  That  Thomas  Ferguson,  for  hit 
said  offence  be  committed  to  his  maiesty'a 
^ol  of  Newgate,  and  that  the  Speaker  do 
issue  his  warrant  accordingly."    At  the 
same  time  he  gave  notice,  that  on  a  fit  oc- 
casion he  should  move,  that  an  humble 
address  be  presented  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  praying  he  might 
be  mciously  pleased  to  order,  that  the 
said  Thomas  rerguson  be  dismissed  from 
any  employment  which  he  held  under  the 
crown.*-The  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Education  of  the  Poor  Bill.} 
Mr.  Brougham f  in  moving  for  the  com- 
mittal of  this  bill,  expressed  his  re^et 
that  it  had  not  before  excited  discussioiit 
because  had  that  been  the  case,  many  mla- 
representations  that  bad  gone  abroad 
would  have  been  corrected.  There  waa 
something  so  exceedingly  delicate  in  a 
matter  relating  to  pubUc  charities,  thai 
he  would  say  a  word  or  two,  to  prove  how 
void  of  foundation  the  reports  on  this  par- 
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UcQl«r  point  were.  ThepretentwaBitated 
le  be  a  bill  which  would  interfere  with  the 
maBagement  of  charitable  funds*  A  more 
gro68  mitrepret^iation  never  was  set 
afloat  It  was  a  bill,  not  to  interfere  with 
jUie  management!  but  with  the  mismanage- 
Went  of  charities— end  that  by  inquiry 
and  report.  It  was  next  stated,  .that  the 
bill  went  to  trench  on  private  property. 
Tliis  was  as  gross  a  miarepresentation  as 
^e  former.  The  fact  waa^  that  persons  re- 
ceiving  money  for  charitable  purposes, 
were,  as  much  as  any  officer  of  the  go* 
vernment,  entrusted  with  public  property, 
and  had  a  right  to  account  for  it.  The 
powers  of  the  bill  were  not  greater  than 
those  granted  to  the  commissionera  of 
accounts  in  1781,  to  the  commissioners  of 
Aaval  inquiry  in  180S,  and  of  military  in- 
,«|uinr  in  18(H. 

Mr.  Canning  did  not  mean  to  offer  any 
Apposition  to  the  House  going  into  the 
committee,  but  rose  merely  lest  his  silence 
on  the  present  occasion  should  be  con- 
strued into  an  approval  of*  the  bill,  to 
many  parts  of  which  he  had  strong  ob- 
jections. He  said  thus  much  to  guard 
against  any  advantage  which  might  be 
taken  at  another  time.  To  the  eommit- 
lee  he  would  not  object  then:  but  he 
ahould  at  another  time  state  his  opinioii 
as  to  the  constitution  and  duration  of  the 
commissioners. 

Lord  Folkestone  waa  glad  the  attention 
of  the  House  was  called  to  the  bill  in  its 
sresent  stage,  as  he  wished  to  make  some 
observations  before  it  Went  into  the  com- 
mittee. He  must  obiect  to  the  exceptions 
in  the  bjU  in  favour  of  Oxford,  Cambridge, 
Westminster,  and  Winchester.  In  con- 
sequence of  these  exceptions,  he  under- 
stood that  farther  exceptions  would  be 
proposed.  It  seemed  strange,  that  any 
persona  should  wish  for  exemption  from 
mquiry  in  such  matters.  One  would  ra- 
ther suppose  they  would  think  it  a  kind 
of  insult  to  them  if  they  were  so  exempt- 
ed* He  should  have  expected  that  the 
jBsemberi  for  the  universities  would  have 
atood  up  aad  deaired  inquiry,  as  leaving 
them  out  might  seem  to  throw  an  im- 
putation on  their  conducts  He  happened 
to  know  a  gentleman,  io  a  county  not  far 
9Bf  who  had  been  able  to  discover,  by 
his  iaquiriea,  extraordiaary  abuses  of  cha- 
ritable funds  u  that  county.  It  appeared 
that  only  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  the 
fun4a  had  beei^retiiroed,  and  that  the  re- 
titfua  thirty  years  ago,  were  2,000/.  or 
SfQOtf«  a  year. more  than  lately.     He 
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hoped  gentlemen  were  sincere  id  their  ob- 
ject ;  and  he  thought  that  if  a  comroissioa 
were  appointed,  it  would  be  proper  to 
put  the  gentleman  he  had  alluded  to 
into  it. 

Mr.  BathUrst  observed,  that  if  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was  in  reality  what  it  ap- 
peared to  be  to  the  noble  lord,  it  was  d«- 
servin^  of  the  most  minute  attention. 
The  biU  had  been  stated  to  relate  to  the 
edncatioB  of  the  poor,  and  to  the  .cha- 
ritable institutions  that  were  connected 
with  that  object  But  it  would  appear 
that  the  bHl  was  to  embrace  all  charitiea 
whatever,  and  in  that  point  of  view  the 
tmivetsities  would  be  included,  if  not  par- 
ticularly exempted.  In  the  case  of  the 
Charter-house  no  objections  had  beea 
made.  From  lapse  of  time  no  doubt,  and 
from  other  causes,  the  funds  of  charitable 
institutions  might  be  occasionally  misap- 
plied, but  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  funda 
of  the  universities  should  be  placed  in  the 
power  of  the  commissioners.  The  original 
object  of  the  bill  had  referred  to  funda 
only  connected  with  the  poor,  and  yet» 
though  in  many  cases  no  abuses  had  been 

'  shown,    the  funds  of  other   institutions . 

(  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  ctmtroi  of 
the  commissioners.  No  disfcuiision  had. 
hitherto  taken  place  upon  the  principle  of 

;  the  bill,  the  object  and  nature  of  which 

I  ought  to  be  ascertained* 

Mr.  brovgham  suggested,  that  neither 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  nor  the  noble 
lord  were,  by  permitting  the  bill  to  go 
through  this  stage,  pledged  to  give  their 
assent  or  support  to  it  in  any  other  stage 

t  of  \U  progress ;  and  the  question  might, 
with  equal  advantage  and  facility,  be  ar- 
gued upon  the  principle  of  the  bill,  when* 
ever  the  motion  should  be  again  put  that 
the  Speaker  leave  the  chair,  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  recommitting  the  bill.  At  first 
sight  it  might  be  imagined  that  the  bill 
had  not  confined  itself  strictly  to  the  pur- 
poses to  which  it  was  intended  it  should 
apply«  namely,  charitable  foundations  for 
the  education  of  the  poor ;  but  it  appear- 
ed, upon  examination,  that  even  theae 
greater  bodies,  not  excepting  the  univer« 
sities,  had  part  of  their  funds  or  endow* 
menta  derived  from  donations  granted 
with  a  view  to  educate  those  whose  meana* 
were  too  oontracted  to  admit  of  the  ex- 
poiaea  entailed  onstttdeata  at  thoae  we* 
minariea  or  colleges.     He  could  most 

heartily  have  wished  that  those  ^ye  ex- 
cepted learned  foundations  had  diallenged 
inquiry  into  tb^  administration  of  their 
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affiunu  He  thoogbt  Aat  those  graot  bo^ 
dies  woold  more  truly  eonsult  their  o«ro 
real  dignitj,  by  challeDging  inquiry,  and 
wishing  the  previsions  of  Uie  bill  to  ex- 
tend to  their  institutions.  That  Tenerable 
man,  earl  St.  Vincent,  had  aibrded  an 
example  on  ^uch  subjects,  which  when- 
eVer  they  were  consideredv  it  was  impo^ 
sible  too  often  to  press  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House,  ana  to  hold  up  to  imita- 
tion. He  meant  his  noble  example  in 
putting  at  the  very  bead  and  front  of  the 
niquiry  into  the  abuses  in  public  ofices, 
the  offices  of  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  he  being  at  that  time  him- 
eelf  the  first  lord.  The  noble  earl  said, 
**  let  the  commissioners  come  into  his 
office,  and  examine  all  papers,  and  aU 
pevsons  in  the  office,  in  all  departments, 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom."  That  was 
the  practice  of  that  ▼enerable  earl^  and 
the  inquiries  into  the  other  offices  were 
not  the  less  successful  by  die  examole 
which  the  noble  earl  had  set.  He  readily 
allowed  two  post  captains,  two  lawyers, 
and  two  laymen,  to  so  mto  the  Admiralty 
and  search  for  information,  and  thus 
effected  one  of  the  most  important  reforms 
in  the  management  of  public  offices  that 
had  taken  place  since  the  time  of  the  re- 
irolutioo.  He  began,  in  factt  the  system 
of  dosely  inquiring  into  the  uses  made  of 
the  public  money  in  the  offioesi  which 
had  ncTcr  been  well  set  about  until  he 
procured  the  appointment  of^  bis  commit* 
tee.  That  investigation  he  had  tdcen  for 
bb  model.  The  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners did  not  proceed  from  jealousy  of 
his  majesty's  ministers,  but  in  conseouence 
of  the  pr^redents  established  in  aU  former 
caaes*  He  should  have  no  objection  that 
ministers  should  propose  the  commi»> 
sionersi  provided  tlie  patronage  thus  put 
into  their  hands  should  not  oe  abused^ 
and  that  meffioient  men  should  not  be  ap* 
pointed.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  not 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  single 
cypher.  The  reason  for  the  measure  was 
I  tbe  necessity  of  the  case.  Three-fourths 
I  of  the  charitable  fiinds  in  Beriohire  were 
\  unaccounted  for,  and  out  of  the  annual 
'  anm  of  2<MX)(M.  only  5,000/L  had  been  ap« 

SNed  tp  the  purposes  for  which  it  had 
eeo  originally  destined.  A  letam  of 
onhr  7|0(w.  had  been  madetoparNament, 
ana  but  for  the  gendeman  formerhr  al^ 
luded  to  (Mr.  Parry),  there  would'  not 
have  been  the  means  of  investigating  tlie 
application  of  a  single  pounds  The  com* 
ttissioners  must  repair  to  the  spott  and 


have  fuU  power  to  caD  all  persons  before 
them.  Inquiry  was  of^ien  usefy  to  the 
parties  themselves.  Thos  in  the  case  of 
the  Charter-house  schooli  it  appeared 
■pen  inquiry,  that  scarce  any  obnsoa 
existsdin  the  application  of  their  fundsFp 
as  had  been  previously  suspected. 

Sir  J.  Ntmport  observed,  that  similar 
objeccioos  had  been  made  to  the  conmiis^ 
sion  for  inquiry  into  the  fees  of  eoorts  of 
justice  in  Ireland.  Ministers,  however,  had 
not  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners^ 
and  could  not  throw  cold  water  upon  th6 
investigation.  Though  the  hiw  officers 
had  stood  embattled  against  the  motkMl 
he  had  then  made,  he  nad  succeeded  by 
a  majority  of  one,  and  many  abases 
thoug^hprevbosly  denied,  had  been  found 
ie^exist*  A  great  saviaffhad  in  coose* 
quence  accru^  both  tp  the  suitors  and  te 
tne  public 

Mr.  Ped  admitted  that  the  inqoiry  d^ 
Ittded  to  by  the  nfgtA  hon.  baronet 
had  been  productive  of  the  best  effects; 
but  the  course  of  proceedine  on  that  oc^ 
casion  had  been  oy  an  aimress  to  the 
throne;  and  in  consequence  of  theaddress^ 
tbe  commissioners  were  appointed^  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  sssd^ 
there  were  surmises  against  the  Charter^ 
houses  and  that  by  the  inquiry  every  sus^ 
pioion  had  been  removed.  But  what 
analoffy  was  therebetween  that  institution 
and  uie  universities?  Did  any  one  say 
that  there  was  any  suspicion  against  those 
learned  bodies?  For  his  own  part,  he 
wished  the  exemption  had  been  made  more 
extensive,  and  had  included  Harrow, ' 
Rugby,  and  other  well  conducted  char- 
ters, against  which  there  was  not  the 
smallest  suspicion. 

Mr.  Broagi^oia,  in  reply,  adverted  to  tbe 
inquiry  that  had  taken  place  two  years 
affo^  relative  to  tbe  Char^^heuse  aa^ 
Qirist's  hoqpital.  Respecting  the  former, 
the  charge  was,  that  tbe  funds  Ibr  the 
education  of  the  poor  had  been  ennployed 
m  educating  the  nob.  The  Charter«house 
stood  on  the  same  footing  as  Christ's  hos^ 
pital^  where  it  was  proved,  aaiesvg  ether 
abuses,  that  a  clergyman  of  TOOl*  or  800^ 
a  year  had  a  sotti  They  were  oalled  en 
at  the  Charter-bouse  to  produce  their 
deed.  Thev  refused,  and-  said>  **  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  education  of  the 
lower  orders.*'  The  oommittee  answered^ 
«  Show  us  your  charter,  and  we  will  tell 
yott'  whether  you*  have  or  not.''  They 
did^  with  some  difficalty ;  when  the  first 
three  Unes  proved  it  wais  for  the  educatieB 
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•TlteliBlrerdrdbtB.  ItwiuitbecKiiniiuttee 
ifailiiad  veiton  to  conplaio,  rather  than 
the  Charter-houte.  Im  pcnons  who 
wtnt  f«««"^«^  mM*  **  Do  vott  koow  who 
•ifethegoveniOfiofthMiiiaUtiitioD}  They 
tte  tho  archbiiiiop  of  CoBterburjr,  and 
andi  and  such  nooleaiaii ;  in  Act  thero, 
ia  oabr  oafiaudkaieiQbflr»  who  ia  not  ia 
the  Honaa  of  Peen,''  Tha  committaa 
aBa#cred»  **  The  reaaon  you  havo  given  ia 
aoBaoily  the  raaiaii  why  we  call  on  you ; 
Weaaao  the  gofamata  yon  ijpeakof  wouU 
nai  anawer  oav  adnimona.  The  fewilt 
ipa%  that  by  thia  inqiury  fhr  Uu  abuses 
wave  diaebvercd  than  were  expected. 
The  &iU  waa  thencoimnitted  pra/brwA 

Cfl ABIVABLt    FbCKDATIpVa  —  l^tX- 

T|ov  frBOH  ABixenov.^    Sir  C«  Sactoa 

ham  the  aaagiatralea  and  trustees  of  ear- 
tain  pabiie  charitiea  of  AbioffdeD»  in 
BerioMiiDBp  cempfauning  that  they  had 
heen  ealunmiated  in  the  atatementa  that 
had  beeil  made  to  the  House  on  the 
aofaject  df  the  charitiea  beloo^g  to  that 
towDf  and  that  theae  jdharicias  were  as 
stall  oianaged  aa  aiqr  others  of  the  same 
deaoripiion. 
Mr.  Brmtf^uim  ohsenrad»  that  an  im* 

ff^ect  atatament  had  been  made  of  if;hat 
had  aaid  upon  the  aubject.  He  had 
atated  that  there  ware  S5  beoeiactiona  14 
the  town  of  Abiogdony  of  a  krge  annual 
aasoont*  and  that  00  return  had  Men  omde 
respecting  them  to  the  House.  On  the 
liumeot  of  the  misapplieation  of  the  funds 
he  mid  said  nb.thiog. 

Mr«  WfoUede^  said,  that  one  thing  was 
dear,  that  somethinff  must  be  done  rela- 
tive to  these  eharitaUe  institutions,  of  die 
nature  and  amount  of  which  the  public 
had  not  been  put  in  possession.  Ody 
twanty*one  conntiea  haa  made  a  return  to 
the  orown-cAce  in  Chancery,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  <teiitible  donations.  He  thought, 
that  a  penalty  should  have  been  inflicted 
in  the  etent  of  no  return  being  made. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  Petition  do  lie 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Bfm^iam  said,  the  House  would 
see  the  impoiMibility  of  this  petition  lying 
on  the  table,  for  it  atated  that  calnmniooa 
misrapresentationa  had  been  made  in  that 
House,  because  a  Cilse  statement  had 
been  made  in  seme  newspaper.  What 
they  had  founded  their  assertions  upon 
waa,  a  totd  miarepreaantation  of  what  had 
p«aied,  and  which  the  petitionen  had  no 
rtght  to  notioe. 


Mr.  W^an  said,  that  whether  the  state- 
ment were  correct  or  not,  the  petitioners 
had  no  right  to  call  in  question  any  repre« 
sentation  that  had  been  made  in  that 
House.  He  thought  the  hon.  baronet  had 
better  withdraw  the  petition. 

I'he  Petition  was  then  withdrawn. 


CoTTQN  Fa€Tobib8  Bili*.  j  Tho  ordsi? 
of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  this  Bill, 

Sir  R.  Fed  said,  be  was  desirous  11^ 
consequence  of  what  had  occurred  in 
fornaer  discussions  upon  the  subjecl*  to 
take  the  present  opportunity  of  explaining 
the  nsdture  of  this  bilL  Those  who  wer^ 
interested  an  the  measure,  and  desirous  of 
opposing  it,  had,  through  some  inadrer- 
tanoe,  missed  the  opportunities  of  debatiu 
its  principle  in  former  stages  of  the  biC 
This  he  regretted,  as  it  could  then  have 
heen  done  with  the  least  inoonveniencey 
He,  however,  had  acted   towards  those 

SiBtlemen  with  the  utasost  fairness,  ana 
a  House  had  alao  departed  from  a  point 
of  form  to  enable  these  gentlemen  to 
resume  the  discussion,  and  be  would  now» 
in  a  &w  words,  explain  to  the  House  tho 
part  1^  had  taken  m  the  business.  About 
16  y^ ars  back  he  had  been  induced  (as 
}ie^  ttusted)  by  motives  of  humanity  t^ 
bring  in  a  bill,  caUea  the  Apprenti^ea  bill, 
the  obiect  of  which  waa  to  provide  some 
reaaedy  "for  abuses  of  a  very  serious  nature 
whidi  then  prevailed  In  the  cotton  busi^ 
ness.  It  met,  at  that  time,  with  the 
approbation  both  of  the  House  and  of  the 

Sovemment,  and  waa  attended  with  bene- 
oial  conaequences ;  but  they  were  not  of 
long  dumtion.  It  was  soon  after  however 
rendered  almoat  adead  letter,  from  thegreat 
change  which  took  place  in  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  business  to  which  it 
referred.  The  cotton  trade  found  its  way 
^ora  die  country  into  large  towns,  where^ 
the  population  being  numerous,  manufiM> 
turers  were  no  longer  under  the  same 
necessity  of  receiving  children  as  appren- 
tices. Although  ten  times  the  number  of 
children  were  employed,  compared  with 
the  period  when  the  apprentices  bill  had 
passed,  none  of  them  were  bound  by  arti- 
ples,  or  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  a  p^ 
manent  contraot.  The  result  was.  that 
ihe  children  now  employed  in  the  facto- 
ries were  totally  unprotected,  becnuse  the 
apprentices  bifi  could  not  reach  tbem. 
The  diildren  were  not  entitled  to,  nor 
oould  they  rely  on  the  protection  hitherto 
afctded  qr  masteia  to  thoae  in  their  em- 


343]    HOU  SE  OF  COMMONS, 

ployment.  If  they  met  with  an  accident, 
or  were  ill,  the  masters  were  not  bound 
to  look  to,  or  provide  for  them.  He, 
therefore,  took  the  liberty  of  introducing 
the  present  measure  with  reference  to 
such  children,  employed  in  the  cotton 
trade,  as  were  not  protected  by  any  con- 
tract. The  difference  between  this  and 
the  apprentices  bill  was  very  material. 
The  latter  was  fur  the  protection  of 
apprentices  by  the  then  existing  law  en- 
titled to  protection  from  their  masters, 
this  for  the  protection  of  those  poor  chil- 
dren %ho  had  no  legal,  and  often  no  na- 
tural protector,  but  who,  he  trusted,  would 
find  protection  in  that  House.  Their  case 
was  truly  distressing ;  the  hours  of  labour 
in  those  factories  in  which  there  were  no 
apprentices  being  not  less  than  14  out  of 
the  24.  To  endure  such  fatigue  and  con- 
finement was  quite  above  their  strength, 
and  could  not  but  tend,  in  a  short  time, 
to  injure  their  constitution,  and  render 
them  afterwards  unfit  for  any  ^ing  that 
required  health  and  strength  of  body. 
The  inconvenience  of  such  long  confine- 
ment and  attention  to  business  m  persons 
BO  young  was  felt  and  expressed  by  the 
workmen  themselves.  Numerous  petitions 
had  been  presented  to  parliament  prayins 
that  that  time  might  be  shortened,  and 
more  especially  one  from  Manchester, 
proceeding  from  persons  wholly  uninte- 
rested, except  from  motives  of  humanity; 
among  which  persons  were  SO  medical 
men^  and  21  clergymen.  Humanity  was 
the  only  motive  by  which  these  individuals 
could  be  influenced,  for  they  had  no  con- 
nexion of  any  kind  with  the  cotton  facto- 
ries. There  were  petitions  praying  for 
the  same  object,  from  the  spinners  them- 
aelves ;  and  even  from  sonje  of  the  master 
manufacturers— the  sole  motive  of  most 
of  whom,  must  be,  a  benevolent  wish  to 
alleviate  their  situation.  Indeed  he  be- 
lieved that  the  number  of  master  manu- 
facttu-ers  who  supported  the  bill  was 
greater  than  that  of  those  who  opposed  it, 
and  that  many  of  them  were  even  anxious 
that  its  provisions  should  be  extended  to 
adults.  It  was  fit  that  the  House  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  trade,  and  with  the  situation  of 
the  people  employed  in  it.  The  only 
mode  by  which  sucn  information  could  be 
obtained  was  by  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses upon  the  spot.  There  had  been 
an  allusion  made  by  some  hon.  gentlemen 
to  general  principles,  and  it  was  said  to 
be  impolitic  to  ipteifcre  with  free  labour 
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by  legislative  acts.  Could  this  (Sdriy  be 
denominated  free  labour?  or^  if  it  were 
even  considered  to  be  such  (which  he, 
for  one,  could  never'  concede)  would  not 
the  House  feel  it  a  duty  to  yield  to  the 
pressing  remonstrance  of  iiie  medical^' 
clerical,  and  all  other  respectable  dnssea 
of  society,  who  had  no  interested  obUsct, 
and  who  had  stated  the  dreadfiil*  eftctt 
to  these  little  children,  and  even  to  adoltt 
resulting  from  this  inoastant  applicatum 
to  laborious  occupation  in  strongly  heated 
apartments,  and  which  had  been  fouady 
in  the  case  of  the  younger  children,  to 
prevent  their  arriving  at  their  full  growth, 
or  even  assuming  the  appearance  of  matu- 
rity when  of  full  age  ?  It  was  obvious  to 
every  person  who  had  taken  the  trouble 
of  reflecting  upon  the  subject,  that  human 
nature,  at  so  early  an  age,  was  not  capable 
of  bearing  such  excessive  fatigue  as  must 
arise  from  IS  or  14  hours  unintemipted 
labour.  It  could  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  deptroy  the  constitution  of  chil* 
dren,  and  to  prevent  them  from  becoming 
healthy  and  useful  subjects.  For  these 
reasons  he  would  entreat  the  House  to 
take  the  subject  into  their  serious  consi* 
deration,  and  to  go  into  the  committee, 
for  the  puirpose  of  seeing  whether  some 
means  might  not  be  deviMd  for  alleviating 
the  hardships  and  sufierings  of  these  little 
helpless  and  unprotected  victims  of  our 
manufacturing  prosperity.  He  therefore 
moved,  **  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair." 

Lord  Stanley  rose  to  oppose  the  nea* 
sure.  The  object  of  it  was,  he  said,  ia 
opposition  to  the  feelings  of  many  with 
whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  acting  both 
in  and  out  of  the  House.  In  the  county 
of  Lancaster  particularly,  the  bill  had<ex« 
cited  a  strong  sensation.  No  doubtmany 
respectable  inhabitants  of  Manchester 
haa  petitioned  in  favour  of  it,  but  the 
House  ought  to  consider  that  the  qiies* 
tion  involved  considerations  afieoting  not 
merely  the  interests  of  the  children  em- 
ployed in  the  cotton  factories,  but  the  in* 
terests  of  the  cotton  manufacture,  and 
the  interests  of  the  empire  at  large.  The 
present  bill  was  represented  by  the  hon. 
baronet  as  only  an  intended  amendment 
of  the  42od  of  the  king.  To  this  asser- 
tion, coming  from  the  quarter  it  did,  he 
was  bound  to  give  credit ;  but  the  two 
measures  appeared  to  him  substantiaUy 
different.  The  Apprentice  act  took  care 
of  the  interest  of  a  large  body  of  childien, 
wh0|  at  Uie  timp  it  was  pasae^  were  plaoed 
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ID  •  fitmtion  that  called  for  the  protection 
of  the  House.  At  that  period  he  was 
well  aware,  Ihat  great  abuses  had  existed^ 
with  respect  to  the  treatment  of  children 
employed  in  the  cotton  manufactures. 
They  had  been  frequently  removed  under 
the  conduct  of  parish  officers,  against  their 
own  will  and  that  of  their  nearest  con- 
nexions, to  some  distant  manufactory, 
and  bound  apprentices  in  troops  to  those 
with  whom  tneyand  their  parents  were 
foully  unacouainted ;  and  they  expe- 
rienced in  tneir  full  rigour  all  the  se* 
irerities  of  such  a  system.  The  cotton 
trade  was  not  then  what  it  was  at  pre- 
sent. Those  who  were  engaged  in  it 
at  that  time»  were  anxious  to  procure,  in 
•  short  time,  immoderate  returns  from 
their  capitals.  In  pursuance  of  that  ob- 
ject many  abuses  crept  in  with  respect  to 
apprentices,  to  prevent  which  it  was 
juaged  expedient  to  pass  the  Apprentice 
act.  But  it  could  not  be  deniea,  that  a 
great  amelioration  in  the  system  had  since 
taken  place.  The  bill  now  before  the 
House,  however,stated  that  the  Apprentice 
act  was  now  insufficient,  but  from  what 
teason  he  did  not  know.  Were  any  of 
the  clauses  evaded  ?  Or  were  they  ren- 
dered null  ?  This  he  believed  could  not 
be  asserted.  The  reason  why  that  mea- 
aure  was  now  inefficient  was,  because  it 
had  no  object  to  act  upon,  the  abuse  with 
respect  to  apprentices  no  longer  existing. 
The  present  bill  had  in  view  not  only  ap- 
prentices, but  all  persons  who  worked  m 
cotton  fiictories.  Two  years  back,  when 
a  committee  was  moved  for  to  inquire  into 
this  subject,  he  voted  in  furtherance  of  it. 
Ihey  sat  for  some  time  without  interrup- 
tion. Much  important  evidence  was  laid 
before  them,  and  communicated  in  their 
repprt,  but  yet  they  gave  no  opinion  upon 
the  question.  They  merely  stated,  that 
the  evidence  itself  would  lead  to  the  pro- 
per conclusion.  No  farther  steps  were 
then  taken,  but  the  hon.  baronet  who  pro- 
moted the  committee,  still  persevered  in 
the  measure,  and  brought  in  a  bill  in  the 
present  session.  The  present  bill,  when 
sent  to  the  country,  coming  unexpectedly, 
created  alarm ;  the  manufacturers  were 
astonished  to  find  their  interests  had  been 
decided  upon  without  any  opportunity 
being  given  them  to  represent  their  case 
to  the  House,  or  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar.  His  great  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure, however,  was  on  the  principle  that 
It  went  to  int^&re  with  free  labour.  Had 
it  been  cfwtMud  merely  to  apprentioesi  be 


should  not  oppose  it,  bat  in  tfad  law  of 
this  country,  there  was  no  precedent  for 
such  an  interference.  Where  was  any  in- 
stance of  it  to  be  found  ?  The  measure 
would  tend  not  to  regulate,  but  to  destroy 
the  cotton  trade  altogether.  He  consi* 
dered  the  principle  of  free  labour  to  be 
inviolable  hjr  the  laws ;  but  still  he  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  legislature  had 
not  power  to  make  such  provisions  as  it 
might  deem  most  expedient  for  the  regu- 
lation of  a  trade  which  was.  found  to  be 
injurions  to  health.  But  this  was  not  a 
new  trade.  It  had  long  been  one  of  the 
principal  branches  of  the  country,  in  which 
a  vast  amount  of  capital,  and  great  num- 
bers of  people  were  employ^  and  it 
would  require  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence to  show  that  it  affiscted  the  morals^ 
or  undermined  the  constitution  of  those 
who  were  engaged  in  it.  Here  the  in- 
terference with  free  labour  was  particu* 
larly  objectionable,  as  these  children  or. 
adults  were  themselves  free  labourers,  and 
oflen  the  children  of  free  labourers,  who 
were  upon  the  spot  .to  watch  over  their 
interests.  Another  point  of  consideratioa 
was,  that  it  at  once  militated  against  the 
exercise  of  particular  trades  without  the 
previous  qualification  of  apprenticeshina. 
The  object  of  the  bill  was  said  to  be  tno 
protection  of  children's  health  and  morale 
against  the  rapacity  both  of  their  parents 
and  masters.  This  was  as  much  as  to 
say  that  parliament  would  no  longer  trust 
parents  with  the  care  of  their  own  children. 
The  professed  object  of  this  bill  was,  to 
interpose  between  the  parent  and  the 
child,  the  master  and  the  juvenile  work-, 
person,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  public  that 
those  whose  duty  and  whose  interest  dic- 
tated afiection  and  care  to  those  about 
them,  were  indifferent  to  the  first  moral, 
obligations  they  were  bound  to  con* 
sider.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  carry  this  object  into  effect  was» 
by  fixing  a  minimum  with  respect  to  ace,.' 
and  also  by  diminishing  the  hours  of  la- 
bour. Allowing  that  good  effecta  as  to 
health,  might  result  from  such  regulations* 
they  sboum  still  consider  what  other  ef« 
fecis  might  arise  from  them.  Fixing  a 
mimmumf  it  was  true,  might  prevent  the 
employment  of  children  under  a  certain 
age.  At  present,  when  they  were  taken 
under  that  age,  it  was  rather  at  the  de» 
sire  of  their  parents  than  of  the  maHeia. 
They  worked  in  the  factories  under  Ui». 
eye  of  the  former,  and  contributed  by 
at  meani  towarda  th^  auppcrt  of  the 
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ftnilj.  This  tdfMitage  wopld  be  kit  if 
tbe  prsi^Dl  meatore  were  aliovred  ie  pais; 
for  ife  struck  directly  ageiiitt  that  etta* 
bltahed  principle  vbck  f^ve  lihe  parent 
the  hbour  ef  nis  child  during  hiA  minorityt 
lo  knag  at  he  gave  him  adequate  suppoft. 
The  retttlt  of  audi  a  regulation  must  in- 
evitablj  be,  thai  the  diudren  would  cease 
to  be  employed,  and  that  their  parents 
would  lose  the  vaJae  of  Iheir  labour,  while 
the  chihben  were  consiffned  to  unprofit* 
able  idleness.  It  ooula  be  shown,  that 
children  enqpioyed.  in  cotton  factories, 
were  not  put  to  boiiness  at  an  earlier  age, 
or  kept  longer  to  labour,  than  in  many 
brammeB.  As  to  the  general  opim'on  that 
the  cotton  trade  was  so  fiu:  more  unwhole- 
some than  others  as  to  call  for  the  inter- 
ference of  tlie  House,  of  diat  there  was 
no  prod£  Water-gHdin|^  was  very  perni- 
cious to  diose  emiuaf ed  in  it,  yet  it  was 
not  under  the  opmtion  of  any  legislative 
restriction.  The  plate  glass  bosmess  was 
aUewed  to  be  highly  ioMlubrious.  ChiU 
dren,  however,  were  employed  in  it, 
though  exposed  to  Tiolent  heats  and  drafts 
of  air.  6iase>eutting  aiso  was  unhealthy. 
The  work  was  carried  on  in  damp  places; 
peo|>le  of  tender  age  were  emplqyoi  in  it, 
out  yet,  in  none  of  these  cases  did  the 
leflidature  think  it  heceisary  to  interfere. 
Was  the  weaving  trade  less  unwholesome 
than  the  cotton  ?  And  were  not  children 
put  to  it  at  as  early  an  age,  and  kept  as 
long  at  work  ?  The  weaver  was  pent  up 
in  a  lone,  dose,  confined  cabin,  and  often 
<Miged  to  work  upon  a  damp  floor. 
Working  people  wer6  exposed  to  the  vi' 
dssitudes  of  excessive  heat  and  cold,  to 
damps  of  every  kind,  and  to  every  species 
of  bodily  in6rmity,  in  the  coal  ana  lead 
mines,  and  yet  nobody  ever  called  for 
inch  legithitive  enactments  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  those  concerns.  During  the 
faftO  distresses  which  pressed  upon  the 
ooutry,  those  employed  in  the  cotton 
business  wete  better  off  than  others ;  with 
tM  assistance  of  their  children,  they  were 
euaUed  to  obtain  sufficient  for  the  support 
of  the  family.  Such  he  feared  would  not  be 
tfte  CMC  if  the  bill  were  to  pass  into  a  law. 
It  would  take  awajr  half  thebr  usual  earn- 
iags  from  the  working  spinners.  Masters 
Jmffit  avoid  anv  inconvenience  by  em- 
ploying in  their  works  only  men  and 
women,  but  what  couM  the  children  do 
wiMb  their  means  of  support  irere  taken 
aFMy  {  At  preaeni  parents  fbuod  a  dH&- 
culty  in  bringing  them  up  well,  even  by 
the  united  ptvduoe  'of  their  labour.    The 
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difflodty  would  be  much  greatee  wheti  tim 
diiklrea  themaelvea  wese  prevenled  fbote. 
contributmg  any  thing  towards  their  6wm 
sapporL  lA  should  be  considered  what  cf^ 
feet  the  tneasnre  waa  likely  to  have  upon, 
morals.  lAwiting  the  hours  ctf  labour 
oottUttottend  to  improve  them.  On  the 
centraiy ,  it  would  only  give  more  oppcr* 
tnnitles  for  idleness,  tad  aU  the  bad  don* 
aequeneea  arising  fiom  it.  The  reault  of 
the  evidence  Imd  before  the  committee 
two  years  back,  tended  to  prove  that  thw 
morms  of  persons  employca  in  eotton  fiic- 
tories  were  not  worse  tlian  in  other  sitna*v 
tions.  One  conseouence  of  fAm  bill 
would  be,  to  create  aisunioa  betweto  chil* 
dren  and  their  parenta.  What  eSect  nmst 
it  have  on  a  child,  to  perceive  that  Uiosa 
to  whom  his  interests  ought  to  be  most 
dear,  were  not  considered  by  the  legis- 
lature as  At  to  be  trusted  with  the  rcgult- 
tionofUsisonductl  With  <aspaot  to  die, 
petitba  from  ma&diester,  whiiA  waa' 
spoken  of  in  such  hish  terms,  he  waf 
aware  of  the  reipectabiiity  of  man  v  of  tfie 
gentlemen  who  signed  it,  and  had  the 
highest  respect  for  them.  With  one  fd 
these  gentlemen,  the  rector  of  St.  John's^ 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  being  particuiarly 
acquainted,  and  a  more  feeling  heart  or 
virtuous  mind  than  that  gentleman  pos^ 
sessed,  was  no  where  to  be  found.  Such 
indeed  was  the  goodness  of  that  rev«  geii« 
tleman's  nature,  that  whaterer  had  even 
the  shadow  of  virtue  was  sure  to  meet  his 
unqualified  support  and  advocacy.  Ha 
thought  on  this  occasion,  that  the  reasei^ 
why  the  name  of  the  rev.  gentleman  ta 
whom  he  alluded  Was  attached  to  the 

Setition,  was  to  be  found  in  his  anxiomt 
esire  to  remedy  what  was  represented  to 
him  to  be  an  evil,  without  his  beina  fidiy 
aware  of  the  effects  which  it  wonlo  pro« 
duce.  As  to  the  other  signatures  to  die 
petition,  he  believed  that  many,  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  procured  bv  de« 
fusion,  by  a  report  circulated  througu  the 
town  and  its  neighbourhood  that  tlmper« 
sons  employed  in  manufiictories  would  te* 
ceive  the  same  if  qot  more  wages,  thougl| 
their  hours  of  labour  were  lessened,  it 
had  been  said  by  some  hon.  menldiera  who 
supported  the  bill,  that  the  children  wofk<« 
ing  in  cotton  fiiotories  being  cripplM  or 
enfeebled,  it  would  in  a  short  time  be  dif« 
ficult  to  find  soldiers  capable  of  serving 
the  countnr.  To  thie  he  should  reply, 
that  hei  had  some  experienoe  en  that  bead 
fronk  the  aituatibn  he  held  as  anroffioer  of 
a  mflitia  lagiipeat  ifi  Lmtmkhtt  and  be 
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M«M  hifdrni  die  House,  tbat  in  no  one  iit- 
iluiee  iMid  ke  foand  dial  an  j  of  the  dis- 
aMed  pefBons  who  oftred  to  enlist  in  tiiat 
corps,  nad  woriied  in  cotton  manufactories. 
He  luui  made  this  a  particular  object  of 
faiquiry,  and  such  h^  luid  found  to  be  the 
result*  It  iMd  been  said,  that  the  opbions 
of  medical  men  were,  that  working  in 
those  roanirfactoriea  was  peculiarly  un- 
wholesome ;  but  if  the  hon.  raronet  weidd 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  Ae  sub- 
ject, he  would  find,  that  those  opinions  hid 
been  giiren  without  any  inspection  into 
the  actual  stale  of  the  labourers.  He  did 
BOt  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House; 
but  he  was  prepare  to  prove,  if  neces- 
aar?i  that  those  pulmonary  and  other  com- 
plaints were  not  peculiarly  limited  topers 
eons  working  in  manufactories.  There 
were  other  gentlemen,  however,  who  would 
follow  him,  and  who,  from  their  more  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  cotton  trade, 
€!0uid  eiVe  the  House  more  information  on 
the  subject  than  he  could  be  supposed  to 
do.  F^om  every  view  that  he  could  take 
of  the  subject,  he  thought  the  bill  uncalled 
ler ;  it  was  founded  upon  a  new  principle, 
and  that  prmciple  was  about  to  be  acted 
vpon  where  it  was  least  required.  It  had 
a  tendency,  as  he  before  said,  to  create 
disunion  between  the  parent  and  the  chiid, 
the  workman  and  the  master ;  and  while  it 
was  said  to  give  time  for  the  instruction  of 
children,  it  took  awsy  the  means  by  whidi 
such  instruction  was  to  be  obtained.  It 
wouM,  in  fact,  have  an  eiiect  quite  the 
reverse  of  what  he  was  convinced  the  hon. 
baronet  hoped  to  produce  by  it.  It  would 
have  the  effect  of  mcreasing  the  dificolties 
•f  our  manufacturers  in  their  competition 
with  those  abroad ;  it  would  be  giving  a 
premium  to  mills  in  particular  situations, 
namely,  the  mills  which  went  .by  steam, 
while  the  miHa  which  went  by  water 
would,  in  many  cases,  be  unable  to  go  on. 
There  were  many  instances  in  which  it 
would  be  the  ruin  of  labour,  and  tit  would 
offer  a  premium  to  those  estdbhshments 
tliat  were  situated  in  large  towns.  Con- 
sidering it,  therefore,  in  every  shape  ob- 
jectionable, he  fbit  it  his  dutv  to  move,  as 
an  amendment,  *«  That  the  House  should 
resoHre  itself  mto  a  committee  on  the  bill 
en  this  day  four  months.** 

Lord  liaodlet  thought  the  question  was 
of  such  importance,  that  he  could  not 
allow  it  to  pass  without  offisring  a  few  ob- 
aervations  upon  it.  He  should  direct  him- 
self  solely  to  the  prmciple  upon  which  die 
iseasuve  was  founded^  and  m  doing  S0|  he 


should  call  upon  the  Rouse  to  recoOeet 
what  it  was  they  weitr  about  to  do.  If 
they  thought  legislative  interference  ne- 
cessary in  the  resulation  of  cotton  facto- 
ries, why  shoulathey  not  also  interfere  in 
the  regttlation  of  all  other  sorts  of  labour, 
and  point  out  what  was  the  number  ef 
hours  during  which  the  diftrent  trades 
should  be  carried  on?  It  ought  to  be 
eonsidefed  whether  that  House  was  justi- 
fied in  regulating  every  branch  of  trade  in 
the  coimtry,  and  ordering  what  degree  of 
labour  was  to  be  endured  by  people  in 
different  trades.  If  he  did  not  see  the 
question  in  this  point  of  view,  he  would 
not,  by  any  means,  oppose  a  ouestlon  of 
humanity,  as  he  knew  that  ah  who  at- 
tempted to  oppose  a  question  of  such  a 
nature  were  sure  to  be  run  down.  But 
whatever  might  be  the  humanity  whieh 
dictated  the  measure,  he  would  say  again 
to  the  House,  be  cautious  what  you  are 
about,  as,  if  yOu  interfere  now  in  this  in* 
stance  with  the  regulation  of  labour,  yon 
will  find  it  diflteolt  to  find  out  when  to 
step.**  Such  a  measure  would  have  the 
^ect  of  discharging  from  those  faetoriea 
children  under  16  years  of  ^e,  and  then 
thev  would  be  thrown  upon  their  parents, 
ana  firom  their  parents  upon  the  parishes. 
In  'that  case,  it  would  not  be  bettering 
the  condition  of  either  the  children  or  the 
parents.    It  was  nonsense,   he   begged 

Sardon  of  the  House  for  the  expression, 
ut  it  was  really  nonsense  to  say  that  the 
children  would  be  improvmg  themselves 
in  the  hours  when  tiiey  were  not  en- 
ployed ;  the  event  would  not  be  so.  Thehr 
time  would  be  principally  spent  in  i^Heness. 
If  the  children  under  16  were  discharged, 
it  might  be  a^ked  wuuld  that  be  a  benefi- 
cial eftct  of  the  bill  ?  The  advantage 
would  be  thrown  into  the  populous  towns. 
And  what,  it  might  be  asked,  would  be 
the  effect  on  those  fiictories  out  of  the 
reach  of  population,  where  it  was  possible, 
that  if  they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  all 
the  regulations  imposed  by  the  bill,  Uiey 
might  not  be  able  to  go  on  at  all  ?  Hiere 
were  many  mills  obliged  to  waft  for  water 
till  other  mills  had  used  it,  which  would 
not  agree  at  all  with  the  regulations  of  the 
bill.  Out  of  16  factories  in  a  small  dis- 
trict of  the  county  of  York,  15  were 
worked  upon  water.  The  hon.  member 
for  Coventry  had  made  a  remark  which 
he  thought  deserving  of  notice.  He  had 
said  that  the  detenoration  of  health  in 
Aose  employed  in  the  cotton  fhctories 
was  observable  at  a  first  glancej^m  the 
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distorted  limbs  and  unhealthy  appearance 
of  the  objects  i  so  that  they  were  not  fit 
.either  for  the  army  or  for  the  navy*  'these 
might  be  facts  with  regard  to  some  indi« 
▼iduals,  and  yet  the  general  trade  might 
not  be  answerable  for  them*  But  if  such 
an  argument  was  good  for  any  thing,  the 
blow  ought  to  l^  struck  at  the  whole 
system — the  House  ought  to  go  the  length 
of  altering,  or  rather  putting  an  entl<to 
tlie  trade  altogether;  for,  if  the  present 
system  was  to  have  the  effect  of  depriving 
them  of  an  army,  the  proposed  reuuction 
of  one  or  two  hours  in  the  period  of  labour 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to 
counteract  so  great  an  eviU  The  labour 
.as  at  present  followed,  was  undoubtedly, 
in  his  opinion,  free  labour,  as  he  did  not 
know  how  the  parent  was  to  be  separated 
from  the  child  by  any  mode  of  legislative 
interference,  ana  as  free  labour  it  should 
undoubtedly  be  allowed  to  continue.  To 
.any  motion  which  the  hoiib baronet  should 
bnng  forward,  he  would  wish  to  give  the 
greatest  consideration,  but  with  all  due 
•respect  to  that  hon.  member,  he  believed 
the  present  question  did  not  originate 
with  him.  He  believed  it  had  its  origin 
from  a  gentleman  who  had,  for  the  last 
twelve  months,  made  much  noise  in  the 
•public  prints,  he  meant  Mr.  Owen,  with 
whose  improvements  on  some  occasions 
he  was  not  fully  prepared  to  agree ;  and 
that  it  formed  a  part  of  that  system  of 
moral  education  which  was  projected  by 
that  individual,  in  the  management  of  this 
branch  of  trade,  who  said,  that  from  his 
•own  experience  at  Lanark,  the  reduction 
in  the  hours  of  labour,  so  far  from  dimi* 
lushing  the  general  produce  of  the  factories, 
rather  tended  to  increase  it ;  a  proposi- 
.tion  beyond  his  (lord  Lascelles)  compre- 
hension. On  that  ground,  he  should 
repeat,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  motion 
in  the  same  light  as  he  should  have  done 
if  it  had  emanated  from  the  hon.  member 
himself.  But  with  whomever  it  might 
have  originated,  the  House  .ought  not  to 
come  to  a  hasty  decision,  and  that  too  on 
,ex«parte  statements.  They  ought  to  in- 
quire into  the  subject  with  the  closest  and 
most  impartial  attention ;  and  even  afler 
such  inquiry,  he  should  doubt  whether  it 
was  a  matter  which  allowed  of  legislative 
interference*  He  knew  that  many  facts 
had  been  mentioned  of  persons  who  had 
worked  in  cotton  manufactories  having 
become  lame  and  disabled  ;  but  was  that 
an  argument  to  prove  that  their  debility 
was.occasiened  by  their  work  ?    It  might 
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be  proved  that  a  man  woskiag  in  a  mill 
had  become  lame  or  unable  to'  work;  but 
such  a  circumstance  would  not  prove  that 
his  working  in  a  mill  was  the. cause  of  the 
lameness  or  inability  to  work.  Of  such  m 
DatHre,  he  conceived,  were  tlie  instances 
so  often  repeated  relative  to  the  cbildrea 
And  grown  persons  employed  in  manufa^ 
tories.— He  had  no  interest,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  any  cotton  manufactories; 
and  could  not,  therefore,  be  supposed  to 
have  any  prejudice  on  the  question.  He 
knew  that  seme  cases  of  hjrdship  did 
exist  in  the  cotton  as  well  as  other  facto* 
ries ;  but  the  question  was,  whether  such 
hardship  reouired  or  allowed  of  the  inter- 
ference  of  the  legislature,  wheth^  it  ai- 
iowed  them  to  interfere  between  parent 
and  child  ?  He  objected  as  much  aa  any 
man  could  do  to  looking  to  the  interest  of 
the  manufacturer  at  the  expense  of  the 
labourer,  but  seeing  the  inroads  the  bill^ 
if  carried,  would  make  on  all  trades,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  decidedly  to  oppose  the 
motion  for  the  speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
unless  on  a  distinct  understanding  that 
after  the  bill  had  passed  through  the  pro- 
posed stage  it  should  be  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  above  stairs,  which  alone  could  get 
at  such  information  as  might  enable  the 
House  to  pronounce  a  wise  and  well  di- 
gested opinion  on  the  subject.  In  recom« 
mending  this  course  he  was  actuated  onlr 
by  a  sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  aU 
parties. 

Mr.  Peel  considered  the  noble  lord  whe 
had  just  sat  down  to  have  acted  the  most 
manly  part,  by  comiog  forward  to  state 
his  sentiments  on  this  measure  without 
disguise,  and  he  was  perfectly  satisded» 
that  in  the  course  he  had  taken  he  was 
solely  actuated  by  humanity.  He,  how- 
ever, could  not  tniok  that  the  noble  lord 
was  justified  in  objecting  to  this  bill,  be« 
cause  a  ^ntleman  who  inculcated  certain 
speculative  opinions  on  subjects  of  po- 
litical economy  was  supposed  to  have  been 
concerned  in  bringing  it  forward.  Whe- 
ther that  gentleman  was  concerned  in  it 
or  not,  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
him,  and  he  called  upon  the  House  not 
to  reject  a  judicious  measure  because  it 
might  have  the  misfortune  to  be  supported 
by  an  indiscreet  advocate.  Against  such 
a  doctrine  he  would  protest— «od  main- 
tain, that  the  question  must  rest  oo  its 
own  merits,  and  not  on  any  adventitious 
circumstance.  The  noble  lord  had  said 
that  he  objected  to  this  bill  being  passed 
on  f«  farte  eTidencO)  and.  he  tb^refore 
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wished  the  subject. to  be  referred. to  a 
committee  above  stairs.  He  (Mr.  Peel) 
would  limit  his  defence  of  it  to  ex  parte 
evidence,  to  that  furnished  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  billy  and  on  that*  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  convince  the 
House  that,  if  without  contraveninff  some 
great  general  principle,  they  coula  applj. 
a  remedy  to  the  existing  evil,  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  so.  He  considered  that  he  had 
two  claJBses  of  opponents  to  reply  to — those 
who  admitted  there  was  an  evil  to  remedy, 
but  were  fearful  of  the  principles  on  which 
the  bill  was  founded— and,  in  the  second 
place,  those  who  were  not  afraid  of  the 
principle,  but  who  considered  there  was 
jDO  evil  which  reouired  legislative  inter- 
ference. To  the  nrst,  he  replied,  that  in 
ten  thousand  cases  connected  with  com- 
merce, remedies  had  been  supplied  to  par- 
ticular evils  without  prejudice  to  general 
principles.  To  say  the  principle  of  inter- 
ference was  without  a  precedent  was  con- 
trary to  the  fact,  for  it  was  constantly 
acted  on  in  commercial  regulations  where 
peculiar  exceptions  from  the  general  rule 
of  trading  practices  called  for  a  particular 
mode  of  relief.  Now,  did  the  cotton  trade 
present  such  an  exception  as  called  for 
the  application  of  tnis  remedy  ?  He 
thought  it  did  and  for  this  reason— it  was 
carried  on  in  immense  buildings,  in  many 
of  which  more  than  1,000  children  were 
kept  at.  work,  12,  H,  and  sometimes  15 
hours  k  day*-no  distinction  being  made 
between  the  child  of  the  tenderest  age 
and  the  most  grown,  or  between  the  im- 
becile and  the  strong.  These  children  were 
obliged  to  work  the  same  hours  as  men, 
and  if  in  manufactories  where  the  average 
time  of  working  did  not  exceed  12  hours, 
from  accidents  which  stopped  the  mill, 
they  lost  a  few  hours,  tliey  were  obliged 
to  fetch  them  up  by  "  extra  time,"  and 
this  imposed  upon  them  occasionally  the 
necessity  of  working  15  hours  in  one  day. 
The  business,  besides,  was  carried  on  in 
an  heated  atmosphere.  In  the  finer 
branches  of  the  manufacture,  he  believed, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  body  should  be 
kept  in  such  a  temperature  that  the 
threads  would  adhere  to  the  fingers  of 
the  work-people!  In  some,  the  atmos- 
phere was  polluted  by  small  flying  parti- 
cles of  cotton,  ana  this  evU,  though 
guarded  against  in  some  manufactories, 
could  not  be  prevented  in  all.  The  num- 
bers employed  in  the  cotton  trade  was 
another  of  its  peculiarities.  If  the  evil 
were  a  small  one,  then  legislative  interpo- 
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sition  liii^ht  be  necessary,  on  the  maxim, 
de  nrinimu  non  curat  lex$  but  here  the  evil 
was  confessedly  great,  for  in  Manchester 
alone  no  less  than  11,600  children  were 
employed  in  this  trade.  The  noble  lord 
haa  objected,  to  any  interposition,  on  tha 
ground  that  it  would  alter  the  relationa 
between  the  parent  and  the  child,  die 
child  and  the  master,  and  aflfect  tliat 
arrangement  of  free  labour,  or,  as  he 
afterwards  qualified  it,  by  saying,  **  what 
was  called  free  labour.'*' 

Lord  Skitiley  observed,  in  ^cplanation^ 
that  he  used  the  words  **  free  labour"  ia 
the  sense  of  the  child  being  so  employed 
by  consent.of  its  parents. 

Mr*  Peel  resumed,  and  said  that  the 
erroneous  conclusion  of  the  noble  lord 
was  that  the  parents  had  an  option  in  the 
business.  The  parehts  had  no  objection 
to  this  measure.  It  appeared  they  were 
willine  that  the  hours  of  labour  in  each 
day  snould  be  limited  to  eleven;  but 
they  had  no  alternative,  as  the  masters 
said  they  must  either  remove  their  chil- 
dren altogether,  which  they  could  not 
afford  to  do,  or  they  must  let  them  work 
12  or  14  hours,  as  the  men  did.  The 
noble  lord  had  approved  of  the  Appren-* 
tices  bill,  but  he  (Mr.  Peel)  contended 
that  those  who  were  to  be  protected  by 
the  present  measure,  were  less  protected 
by  the  interest  of  the  master  from  the 
abuses  complained  of,  than  ever  appren* 
tices  had  been.  The  master  had  an  inte- 
rest in  preserving  the  health .  of  his  ap- 
prentice, particularly  during  his  early 
years,  for  ne  was  bound  so  to  apply  hit 
time,  as  to  prevent  his  being  a  burthen 
upon  him  by  indisposition  or  otherwise 
during  the  subsisting  engagement  it  was 
imperative  upon  him  to  maintain ;  but  in 
the  factories  the  terms  of  engagement 
were  either  daily  or  weekly,  and  tlie  pro- 
prietor, in  case  of  illness  or  accident,  had 
always  at  hand  the  means  of  replacing 
the  person  discharged.  This  particularly 
struck  him  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lee, 
the  partner  of  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site, who  had  said  thia  measure  would 
press  harder  on  the  manufaeturer  in  the 
country  than  on  him  who  resided  in  Man- 
chester, as  the  latter  was  *<  nearer  the 
market  oflabour.**  The  meaning  of  this 
was,  that  if  the  children  in  his  employ 
failed  him,  he  could  easily  procure  otoera 
from  <*  the  market  of  labour.*'  What 
was  this  but  saying  that  because  hands 
might  alwajTS  be  3>tained  by  the  manu- 
facturer with  facility,  there  existed  no 
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neceflsity  of  his  relaxing  any  part  of  that 
system  under  which  so  many  were  willing 
to  act  ?    Substitutes  were  easily  had  for 
the  sick  or  the  weak  child,  and  no  very 
great  inducement  was  held  out  to  show 
the  necessity  of  restricting  the  hours  of 
labour.    Look,  then,  in  case  of  the  acci- 
dents to  which  these  mills  were  liable, 
and  the  consequent  practice  of  making 
up  for  lost  time  in  the  mode  of  pursuing 
the  business  when  the  machinery  was  again 
put  in  motion,  and  the  House  must  be  at 
once  struck  with  the  severe  duties  im- 
posed upon  children.     If,  as  had  been 
said,  the  consequence  of  this  bill  would 
be,  that  the  masters  would  supplant  the 
children  by  the  employment  of  adults, 
then  it  was  clear  that  the  former  were 
tnerely  retained  fbr  their  labour,  and  that 
the  interest  of  the  master  was  not,  as  had 
been  asserted,  a  sufficient  security  for  the 
treatment  of  the  child.     If  the  system 
was  so  much  improved  as  some  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  contended  it  was,  this 
made  his  argument  but  the  stronger.   He 
could  wish  to  know  when  the  eyes  of  the 
masters  were  first  opened  to  their  true  in- 
terest, and  whether  the  alteration  which 
had  taken  place  had  not  been  made  as  a 
preparation  for  an  expected  inquiry  ?    At 
all  events  it  was  necessary  to  guard  against 
a  recurrence  of  the  evils  from  which  it 
appeared  those  employed  in  the  cotton 
factories  had  but  recently  escaped.   What 
securitv  was  there  that  the  factories  would 
not  relapse  into  the  system  of  bad  ma- 
nagement from  which  tney  had  emerged  ? 
What  security  was  there  that  if  parlia- 
ment withdrew  its  interference,  the  Arrange- 
ments of  those  establishments  would  not 
a^in  fall  into  that  irregular  and  oppressive 
distribution  of  labour  which  previously 
characterized  them  ?  The  number  of  hours 
during  which  children  were  employed  at 
these  factories,  appeared,  from  the  evi- 
dence of  the  proprietors  themselves,  to 
vary,  on  an  average,  of  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  hours  each  day.    In  one  manufac- 
tory at  Manchester,  which  employed  600 
persons,  S74  of  them  were  under  18  years 
of  age ;  and  when  they  considered  that 
11,600  children  were  thus  employed  in 
one  town,  it  was  an  argument,  d  priori, 
without  any  reference  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  subject,  that,  from  the  moae  of 
labour  pursued,  the  injurious  consequences 
to  the  health  of  the  children  must  De  ma- 
nifest.   That  they  ought  to  work,  and  to 
work  hard  for  their  subsistence,  was  what  he 
did  not  mean  to  deny.  That  a  large  propor- 
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tion  of  society  must  earn  their  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow,  was  what  might 
appear  hard  to  the  philanthropist,  though 
the  philosopher  must  think  it  necessary  ; 
yet  necessary  as  it  was  m  the  state  and 
condition  of  society,  it  was  yet  incumbent 
on  the  legislature  to  see  tnat  such  a  sys* 
tern  of  over-working  was  not  applied  to 
the  infant  race,  as  paralysed  their  future 
exertions,  and  deprived  them  of  all  fair 
and  useful  recreation.     Even  what  was 
said  of  the  measures  taken  to  give  these 
poor  children  education,  proved  to  his 
mmd  the  harddiips  to  which  they  were 
subjected.     He  learned  with  disgust  that 
they  were  not  sent  to  school  to  receive  that 
instruction  which  might  raise  them  above 
the  machine  at  which  they  worked,  till 
they  had  been  exhausted  by  13  or  15 
hours  of  labour.  In  the  evidence  before  the 
committee,  Mr.  Sandford  had  quoted  the 
returns  from  the  Sunday  schools,  for  the 
purpose  of  contrasting  the  superior  ap- 
pearance of  the  children  employed  in  the 
factories  with  those  in  other  employments  ; 
they  attended  more  regularly  than  the 
other  children,  were  cleaner  and  more 
orderly.    But  then  came  the  part  of  the 
explanation    to    which    he    (Air.  Peel) 
begged   to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House*— '<  the  children  of  the  cotton  fac- 
tories were  in   as  good  health   as  the 
others,  though  they  did  not  look  as  well.** 
[Hear, hear!]     It  was  also  said,  *Mhey 
came  as  early  to  school  as  the  other  chil- 
dren, except  in  some  of  the  evenings  of 
the  winter  months."     This  explanation 
afforded  room   for   much  consideration. 
Was  it  not  disgusting  to  see  that  educa- 
tion, which  was  intended  to  be  the  greatest 
of  blessings,  converted  into  a  curse  by 
this  mode  of  compelling  the  children  to 
try  and  avail  themselves  of  it,  after  thir* 
teen  hours  and  a  half  of  fatigue,  when, 
throughout  the  day,  labour  had  drained 
from  them  every  spring  of  action  that 
could  refresh    their    faculties,   and    be- 
numbed that  elasticity  of  mind  which 
could  excite  them  in  the  pursuit  of  study  } 
— was  it  not  disgusting  to  see  them  thus 
transferred,  after  IS  or  15  hours  of  bodily 
exertion,  to  close  the  day  under  the  handls 
of  a  writing-master  ?— Of  the  children  who 
worked  fitteen  hours,  possibly  not  one  re- 
sided in  the  mills;  many  of  them  were 
obliged  to  come  from  the  distance  of  a 
mile,  and  the  time  so  taken  up  was  to  be 
added  to  that  of  their  employment  in  the 
mill.    He  would  appeal  to  the  common 
sense  and  feeling  oi  every  man  to  admit 
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..he  wanted  no  evidence  to  prove---it 
was  impossible  that  it  could  be  requisite 
to  the  prosperity  of  this  great  and  flou- 
rishing country  that  such  enormous  labour 
should  be  exacted  of  near  twelve  thou* 
Mnd  children  in  one  town.     The  facts 
acknowledged  were  enough  for  his  pur- 
pose.    An  hon.  member  laughed  when 
lie  said  he  wanted  no  evidence.    Did 
the  hoD.  member  mean  to  say  no  evi- 
dence could  be  produced  ?     That  there 
was  no  evidence  before  the  House?    If 
evidence  was  wanted,   he  need   go  no 
farther  than  a  petition  which  he  himself 
had  the  honour  to  present,  of  the  highest 
character,  signed  by  thirty  medical  gen- 
tlemen and  twenty-one  clergvmen.     In 
answer  to  the  allegations  of,  and  inferences 
from  this  petition,  the  noble  lord  said  he 
would  ff rant  it  was  signed  bv  one  gentle- 
man orgeat  respectability,  but  of  so  easy 
a  disposition,  ana  over-compassionate  tem- 
per, that  he  might  readily  be  prevailed 
upon  to  lend  the  sanction  of  his  name  to 
any  document  of  the  description.    It  was 
in  this  manner  the  noble  lorol  endeavoured 
to  shake  the  testimony  of  a  name  so  elevat- 
ed and  respected.  The  noble  lord  was  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  that  the  legislature 
bad  already  acted  on  the  principle  of  inter- 
ference with  free  labour,  as  it  was  called, 
in  the  instance  of  the  chimney-sweepers. 
He  had  indeed  afterwards  laboured  to  esta- 
blish a  distinction,  by  which  that  case 
would  be  taken  out  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple ;  but  be  had  failed — he  was  mistaken 
in  his  opinion — his  opposition  was  too 
late.   "  1  he  Chimnev  Sweeper  s  act,"  said 
the  noble  lord,  *'  altogether  abolished — 
this  bill  goes  to  regulate,  a  certain  species 
of  labour  for  children.''     But  surely  the 
noble  lord  must  confess  that  an  act  which 
absolutely  prohibited   the  employing  of 
children  in  any  occupation  was  a  far  more 
violent  interfe/ence  with  free  labour  than 
one  which  only  limited  it  to  a  certain  pe- 
riod^eleven  hours  for  example.    Others 
again  who  spoke  of  the  unheal thiness  of 
cotton  mills  were  answered  by  some  hon. 
members,  who   seemed  to  think  that  of 
all   the    healthy   spots   on  the   face  of 
the   globe,  a  cotton  mill  was  the  most 
healthy.      Indeed  if  all  that  these  hon. 
members  said  of  the  healthiness  of  cot- 
ton mills  were  true,  application  ought  to 
be  made  to  the  legislature  for  the  erec- 
tion of  cotton  mills,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  and  more  effectually  providing  for 
the  healtli  of  his  majesty's  lieee  subjects. 
The  instances  produced  from  the  evidence 


were  certainly  strong  enough  to  support 
the  most  unqualified  of  the   assertions 
which  had  been  made  as  to  the  healthi- 
ness of  cotton  mills.   One  of  the  instances 
was  that  of  a  mill  at  Glasgow,  in  which 
he  believed  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
was  concerned.    It  was  given  in  evidence 
that  in  this  mill  875  children  were  em- 
ployed in  1811,  871  in  1812,  and  891  in 
1813.'   Among  the  873  there  were  only 
three  deaths ;  among  the  871  two  deaths ; 
among  the  891  two  deaths ;  being  in  the 
proportion  of  one  death  in  445  persons. 
Sq  very  extraordinarily  a  small  proportion 
had  naturally  excited  the  astonishment  of 
the  committee,  and  therefore,  as  was  to  be 
expected,  they  questioned  medical  gentle- 
men as  to  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  kingdom.  When  this  state- 
ment was  shown  to  sir  Gilbert  Blane,  he 
expressed  his  surprise,  and  observed,  that 
if  the  fact  was  not  asserted  by  respectable 
persons,  he  should  not  believe  it;  and 
being  asked  why  he  distrusted  it,  he  said, 
that  the  average  number  of  deaths  in  Eng- 
land  and  Wales  was  one  in  50  (in  1801 
there  had  been  one  in  44).    There  were 
fiivoured  spots  certainly,    Cardigan,    in 
which  the  deaths  were  as  one  in  74 ; 
Monmouth,  in  which  there  were  one  in 
68;  Cornwall,  one  in  62 ;  and  Gloucester 
one  in  61 ;  yet  in  the  cotton  factories 
they  were  stated  to  be  as  one  in  445 !    In 
one  of  Warton's  beautiful  poems,  which 
began  with  these  lines : — 
*'  Within  what  mountain's  craggy  cell, 
*'  Delights  the  goddess  Health  to  dwell  V* 

Af^er  asking  where  the  abode  of  this  coy 
goddess  was  to  be  found— whether  on 
"  the  tufted  rocks/'  and  ''  fringed  decli- 
vities" of  Matlock — near  the  springs  of 
Bath  or  Buxton— among  woods  and  streams 
— or  on  the  sea  shore,  it  would  certainly 
have  been  an  extraordinary  solution  of 
the  perplexity  of  the  poet,  if  when  he  in- 
quired 
'Mn  what  dim  and  dark  retreat 
"  The  coy  Nymph  fix'd  her  favVite  scat?" 

it  had  been  answered,  that  it  was  in  the 
cotton  mill  of  Messrs.  Finlay  and  Co.  at 
Glasgow,  yet  such  was  the  evidence  res- 
pecting this  mill,  that  its  salubrity  appear* 
ed  six  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  most 
healthy  part  of  the  kingdom.  This  was 
the  sort  of  evidence  which  had  been 
brought  to  disprove  the  evidence  of  disin- 
terested persons,  of  medical  men,  and  even 
of  persons  who  had  an  interest  opposed  to 
the  measure  before  the  House.  He  held 
in  his  hand  resolutions  by  the  cotton  spin- 
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siers  of  Ashten-under-Liiie,  and  also  of 
Halifas,  which  stated  their  opmion  that  it 
was  become  highly  necessary  to  limit  the 
hours  of  labour  in  cotton  and  other  mills. 
They  wished,  indeed,  that  the  number  of 
hours  should  be  greater  than  that  in  the' 
present  bill — for  they  wished  the  hours  of 
labour  to  be  twelve;  and  they  said  they 
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crease  their  own  exports.  Amongst  cot«' 
ton-spinners  themselves  too,  there  were 
jealousies  and  divisions.  Some  em[^oy- 
ed  children,  others  employed  apprentices* 
amonff  the  latter  the  hon.  baronet  who 
brought  forward  the  bill  had  himself  been. 
Those  who  employed  apprentices  being' 
under  the  regulation  of  an  act  of  parlia^ 
were  willing  to  confine  themsefves  to  that  j  liament ;   and  conceiving  that  they  were 


number  of  hours,  but  that  others  wouldnot 
do  it,  and  they  should  therefore  be  subjected 
to  unfair  disadvantages.  But  the  number 
of  hours  was  comparatively  of  small  con- 
Jequence,  provided  it  was  within  due  li- 
mits, for  they  all  admitted  the  principle 
of  the  present  bill.     Here  were  proceed- 

Zon  the  part  of  the  masters  themselves 
ittting  the  propriety  of  interference  by 
the  legislature,  and  the  ground  alleged 
for  the  resolutions  theV  had  come  to  was, 
that  they  did  not  find  that  the  limitation  of 
labour  by  the  masters  had  produced  the 
bad  effects  once  apprehenaed  from  it— 
but  then  they  added,  that  they  alone  could 
not  do  this,  because  the  parents,  and  some 
of  the  children  themselves  would  prefer 
factories  where  the  time  of  working  was 
fourteen  hours,  on  account  of  the  addi- 
4ional  wages ;    but  if  the  House  would 
make  the  regulation  general,  so  far  from 
4>bjecting  to  it,  they  would  hail  it  with  ioy 
as  an  important  boon.     This  was  the  last 
evidence  which  it  was  necessary  to  men- 
lion  to  the  House,  for  it  was  the  evidence 
of  the  party  interested.     With  all  this, 
then,  before  the  House,'  it  was  surely 
•enough  to  show  that  justice  and  humanity 
And  good  poflicy,  called  upon  them  to  pass 
this  bill ;  and  to  accede  to  the  proposition 
of  limiting  the  hours  of  labour  of  children 
Sn  cotton  factories  to  eleven  and  a  half. 
Mr.  Philips  felt  much  difficultv  in  con- 
tending against  the  humane  and.  benevo- 
lent feelings  of  members  however  injudi- 
cious, especially  as  they  were  raised  to  an 
unusual  ardour  by  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  by  the  means  tor- 
merly  used  to  excite  and  inflame  preju* 
dice  on  this  subject.    If  cotton  mills  were 
euch  as  they  were  represented,  he  should 
at  once  say,  "  Sweep  them  away  altoge- 
ther."    He  disclaimed  any  personal  views 
or  interested  motives  on  this  question. 
Great  pains  had  been  taken  to  excite  pre- 
judice, and  out  of  doors  suspicion  was  at 
work  on' this  subject.    The  manufacturers 
of  cotton  were  objects  of  hostilitv  to  the 
manufacturers  of  piece  goods,  who  were 
desirous  of  reducmg  the  productive  power 
Bf  cotton  manufactories  in  order  to  in- 


thus  disadvantageously  situated  in  compa- 
rison of  those  who  employed  free  labour 
wished  to  reduce  the  latter  to  their  owa 
condition.      There   was   an    impression 
created  too,    that  an  act  of  parliament 
would  reduce  the  hours  of  labour  without 
reducing   wages.     It  was    necessary  to 
mention  these  facts,  to  account  for  the 
petitions  which  had  been  presented  in  fa- 
vour of  the  bill ;   and  when  it  was  also 
taken  into  account,  how  easy  it   was  to 
procure  signatures  to  any  petition  which.  . 
purported  to  be  for  an  increase  of  wages  and 
a  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour,  whea 
a  gentleman  chose  to  send  for  persons  to 
his  house  to  give  flattering  representations 
of  the  benefits  to  result  from  the  bill,  and 
to  solicit  their  signatures,  the  petitions 
could  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise.    The 
advocates  of  the  bill  dealt  in  general  as-« 
sertions  which  it  was  difRcult  to  disprove, 
but  which  had  been  uniformly  disproved 
when  they  had  been  founded  on  tangible 
statements.    It  was  said  that  children  in 
cotton  mills  were  inferior  to  other  chil- 
dren— 1.  In  education.  2.  In  morals;  and 
S.  in  health.    It  had  been  proved  in  op»* 
position  to  this,  that  the  number  of  chil- 
dren employed  in  mills,  who  attended  Sun- 
day schools  at  Manchester,  was  equal  to 
that  of  other  children ;   that  their  morals 
were  as  ^ood,  and  it  would  have  beea 
strange,  if  habits  of  order,  industry  and 
regularity  had  produced  immorality.    As 
to  their  health,  if  the  House  instead  of 
looking  to  opinions  without    any    facts 
stated  m  support  of  them,  lookea  to  the 
facts  themselves,  and  to  opinions  founded 
on  an  examination  of  them,  they  would 
find  that  the  statements  respecting  their 
health  were  as  devoid  of  truth,  as  those 
respecting  their  education  and  morals.  Dr» 
Henry  had  borne  evidence  that  in  hospi- 
tals tnere  was  not  1  in  12  from  the  manu- 
factories. Even  in  the  female  wards  there 
was  only  1  in  12.    As  to  morals,  it  would 
be  strange  if  those  who  were  industrious, 
regular,  and  cleanly  should  not  be  supe- 
rior to  others.  Dr.  Henry,  Dr.  Bordsworth 
and   Dr.   Symonds  of  the   Manchester 
House  of  recovery  had  said  that  the  pro- 
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portion  of  sick  from  the  cotton  ftctories, 
compared  with  those  who  came  from  other 
factories,  was  as  one  to  twelve.   Mr.  Ran* 
son  an  eminent  surgeoni  stated,  that  cases 
of  white  swelling  and    deformity   were 
much  more  common  to  weavers  than  cot- 
ton spinners,  the  cotton  spinners  being 
less  exposed  to  changes  or  temperature. 
Mr.  Morris  another  eminent  surgeon  had 
declared  that  14  years  of  experience  in 
the  Msnchester  Infirmary  had  convinced 
him  that  cases  from  cotton-factories  were 
less  numerous  than  from  other  trades.  In 
the  Manchester  Infirmary,  in  Feb.  1817, 
the  patients  who  had  been  employed  in 
cotton  mills  were  as  one  to  six  to  others. 
In  March  1818,  the  in-patients  who  had 
been  employed  in  cotton  mills  were  as  one 
to  1 1 ,  the  out  patients  as  one  to  five  or 
six  to  those  who  had  been  otherwise  em« 
ployed.    Mr.  Ransom  had  also  said,  that 
ne  found  the  children  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  cotton  mills  much  less  subject 
to  glandular  swellings, scrophula  and  white 
swellings,  than  the  weavers.  The  surgeon 
of  the  Manchester  workhouse  had  declared 
himself  in  favour  oflegislative  interference 
before  he  had  examined  into  facts ;  but  he 
had  afler  a  minute  examination  confessed 
his  error,  and  had  proclaimed  the  balance 
to  be  in  favour  of  the  cotton-factories. 
He  had  declared  that  if  his  experience  in 
the  workhouse  might  be  taken  as  a  test, 
the  children  belonging  to  cotton  facto- 
ries   were    more    healthy   than    other 
children :— he  supposed,  therefore,  that 
cleanliness  and  ventilation  made  up  for 
the    disadvantages    of    their    situation. 
Those  who  knew  Manchester  knew  the 
difficulty  there  was  to  eet  the  medical 
men  there  to  agree  in  the  same  opinion. 
Their  disagreement  there  was  proverbial. 
When  he  had  mentioned  to  a  friend  Dr. 
Henry's  opinion,  the  reply  was,  **  You 
know  that  if  Dr.  Henry  thinks  one  way. 
Dr.    ■  is  sure  to  think  another." 

Many  medical  men,  who  had  put  their 
names  to  petitions,  resretted  tnat  they 
had  done  so  since  they  had  made  an  ac- 
curate inspection;  certificates  that  the 
factories  enjoyed  good  health,  and  were 
well  ventilated,  were  signed  by  Drs. 
Henry  and  Hamilton,  who  nad  originally 
siffnea  petitions  for  legislative  interference. 
Medical  men  were  now  going  through  all 
the  fiurtoriea  in  Manchester,  and  dl  au- 
thorities were  imvaryins;  to  diow,  that  the 
conditioD  of  the  peopM  in  cotton  fiicto- 
ries  was  better  than  in  any  oUier ;  this  as- 
sertion waa  wtnie  ODtfaemoHconacieBtious 


conviction.    In  other  fiictories  the  work 
and  wages  were  irregular;  in  the  cotton 
factories  both  were  imiform,  and  all  were 
compelled  to  admit  that  tibe  labour  was 
Ug^t ;  they  were  therefore  better  clothed 
and  better  fed  than  others.     The  right 
hon*  gentleman  had  expressed  incredu- 
li^   at   the   very  small   proportion    of 
deaths  in  the  £sctory   at  Glagow,   but 
the  persons  employed  there  were  in  the 
most  healthy  period  of  life,  and  therefore 
there  was  nothing  incredible  in  the  state- 
ment, neither  was  it  stated  that  the  num- 
bers mentioned  were  all  who  had  died. 
They  were  all  whose  deaths  were 'recol- 
lected.    Mr.    Sandford's   evidence  had 
been  referred  to,  but  the  most  material 
fact  stated  by  him  had  been  omitted,  viz. 
that   when  B\e  hundred   persons  at  a 
Sunday  school  had  clubbed  a  certain  sum 
for  their  support  in  case  of  sickness,  the 
sum  drawn  out  in  the  year  by  those  em- 
ployed in  cotton  mills  was  2s.  0{d.f  the 
sum  drawn  out  by  the  others,  St.  Id.  for 
each.    In  one  large  factory,  only  5/.  had 
been  received  for  poor-rates  for  the  whole 
year ;  and  in  1816,  a  year  of  the  greater 
distress,  one  factory  had  contributed  24/. 
to  a  soup  society.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
complamed  that  the  children  were  worse 
off  and  more  under  the  control  of  their 
masters  than  apprentices;   but  that  was 
not  the  case ;  tney  could  now  go  home, 
and  be  atten^M  to  by  their  parents,  an 
advantage  which  the  proposed  regulations 
would  aestroy.     Taking  children  firom 
their  parents,  and  plaang  them  under 
the  control  of  others,  had  excited  a  great 
outcry  in  a  discussion  on  the  poor  laws;  it 
was  equally  impolitic  in  the  present  in- 
stance to  attempt  what  never  could  and 
never  ou^t  to  be  effected.    In  a  country 
like  this  it  was  dangerous  to  violate  the 
most  perfect  fireedom  of  arrangement  be- 
tween wages  and  labour.     It  was  not 
enough   to   act   under  the  impuJse   of 
humane  feelings  alone. '   To  red  dbarity 
many  things  were  essential,  besides  alms- 
giving, which,  when  indulged  indiscrhni- 
natdy,  provoked  the  very  evils  it  wished 
to  alleviate,  and  caused  nothing  but  idle- 
ness and  discontent     In  the  exdiange 
between  wages  and  labour,  interference 
I  must  have  a  most  pernicious  tendency. 
The  eflect  of  interfering  on  behalf  of  the 
Spitalfields  weavers  had  been  to  establish 
that  maDoftctoreb  Cheshire.  In  Cheshire 
they  were  now  petitioninr  for  the  same 
intmerenoe,  and  die  resmt  would  be,  to 
the  aManfbcluie  from    Cheshire 
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also.    The  labour  of  cotton-fiictories  was 
nothing  compared  with  the  labour  of  other 
employments^  and  yet  the  others,  with 
every  exertion,  were  hardly  able  to  pro- 
cure a  subsistence.     Suppose  in  those 
cases  any  one  were  to  say,  <*  Take  care 
of  your  nealtli ;  you  will  hurt  your  con- 
stitution ;  you  will  bring  on  disease."    If 
a  similar  measure  to  that  now  proposed 
for  the  spinners  had  been  applied  to  other 
branches  of  the  cotton  trade,  what,  would 
hare  been  the  consequence?    When  the 
weavers  were  working  16  hours  a-day  for 
small  wages,  if  parliament  had  stepped  in 
and  said,  ''  you  shall  only  work  10  hours 
—you  shall  not  receive  less  than  so  much 
wages,''  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
sequence ? — They  would  have  been  starved 
into  rebellion.     Whereas,  by  their  perse- 
vermg  labour  at  that  low  rate,  they  had 
done  what  no  one  could  have  anticipated. 
The  low  rate  at  which  we  had  been  able 
to  sell  our  manufactures  on  the  conti- 
nent,  in  consequence  of  the  low  rate  of 
labour  here,  had  depressed  the  continental 
manufactures,    and   raised    the    English 
much  more  than  any  interference  could 
do ;  and  if  the  legislature  interfered  now, 
they  would  renress  the  English,  and  raise 
the  continental  manufactures :   but  if  our 
produce  continued  to  sell  on  the  conti- 
nent, the  increased  demand  must  afford 
more  employment  and  higher  wages  for 
our  workmen  here.    The  general  hours 
of  work  now  were  from  twelve  to  twelve 
and  a  half.    The  tendency  of  interference 
would  be,  first,  to  increase  wages— work- 
men would  do  less  and  receive  more ;  an 
increase  of  population  would  follow  on 
this  comparative  case,  and  the  increased 
competition  for  labour  must  in  the  end 
lower  wages;    while  the  temporary  in- 
crease of  price,  consequent  on  a  tempo- 
rary increase^  of  wage?,   would  give  the 
continental    manufactories   a    start,    by 
enabling  them  to  sell  at  a  lower  price 
than  ourselves^  and  thus  by  lessening  our 
sale,  lessen  the  demand  for  labour,  while 
the  demand  for  employment  was  increas- 
ing.   Messrs.  Lee  and  Holdisworth  had 
reduced  the  hours  of  labour  in  their  fac- 
tories, and  the  people,  instead  of  being 
better  off,  had  been  much  worse  o^  and 
more  discontent/ed,    and  had  withdrawn 
their    subscription    from    the   sick-fund. 
Here  then  the  very  experiment  had  been 
made  which  the  House  wished  to  attempt. 
An  hon.  bart.  had  said  that  there  were  oo 
petitions  against  the  proceedings  of  1802. 
hut  the  factories  of  Manchester  were  as 
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improved  at  that  period  as  at  the  present 
day.     And   this   improvement  was  not 
confined  to  one,  but  was  common  to  alL 
Mr.  Birlev's  factory  was  very  well  con-> 
ducted,  whatever  might  have  oeen  said  of 
it,   and  none  could  be  found  in  which 
disease  was  prevalent.    There  was  also  a 
strong  fact  to  show  that  the  factories  of 
Lancashire  were  not  inferior  to  any  others. 
By  the  returns  to  the  committee  on  the 
poor  laws,  the  number  per  cent  who  re- 
ceived relief  in  Lancashire  was  less  than 
in  any  other  county,    except  Cumber- 
land ;  the  number  was  5  for  (jumberland^ . 
and  5|  for  Lancashire.     In  Buckingham- 
shire 13,  in  Wales  7,  &c.    The  amount 
too  of  relief  per  head  was  less  in  Lan* 
cashire  than  in  any  county  except  Cum* 
berland,   10«.  in  Lancashire,  9^.  9d.  in 
Cumberland;    and  20^.  or  96s.  in  some 
other  counties.     These  facts  were  incon- 
trovertible, and  the  inference  was, '  that 
the  cotton-spinners  were  well  off.    If  the 
present  principle  of  interference  were  to 
be  applied,  there  was  no  manufacture  or 
employment  to  which  objections  might 
not  be  made :    the  farmer  was  exposed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  and  sub- 
ject to  chronic  complaints.     Mines  were 
of  all  places  the  most  notoriously   un- 
healthy, especially  lead  mines.     Potteries 
were  tar  trom  being   salubrious.      The 
Speaker  himself.  Bitting  in  that  chair,  went 
through  more  labour  in  a  single  session 
calculated  to  impair  his  health,  than  the 
people  in  a  well  regulated  factory  endured 
fur  the  whole  year.      Confinement,   he 
would  allow,  must  have  an  effect  upon 
the  complexion — it  had  in  that  House.— 
They  had  not  within  their  walls  the  ruddy 
complexion  of  the  husbandman,  except 
in  a  few  instances.     The  temperature  of 
factories,  whatever  had  been  said,  need 
not  be  in  general  above  63.    Mr.  Moles- 
worth  had  represented  it  as  not  more  than 
74  degrees,  even  for  the  finest  spinning ; 
but  even  taking  it  from  70  to  80,  the  ex- 
cess was  not  very  great,  particularly  when 
it  was  recollected  that  tne  numbers  em- 
ployed in  this  fine  spinning  which  re- 
quired so  much  heat  aid  not  exceed  600 
or  700  persons.    However,  nothing  could 
be  done  by  interference  but  mischief,  and 
it  was  most  dangerous  to  manufactures,  by 
producing  combinations  among  workmen. 
£Hear,hear  11 .  Gentlemen  might  cry  hear ! 
but  he  should  conceive  it  his  duty  on  all  oc- 
casions to  speak  against  combinations  so  de« 
structivetotliehappbedsandmoral8,a8well 
as  die  existence  ofthe  workiBg  dasaea,  be* 
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Bides  beine  rainous  to  our  manuracturea.  | 
A  spirit  of  false  honour  was  created  which 
it  was  most  difficult  to  cope  with:  the 
present  bill  held  out  a  temptation  to  all 
such  combinations  by  exciting  petitions, 
and  promising  little  work  and  high  wages. 
But  the  House  ought  to  know  that  these 
petitions  were  obtained  by  disorderly 
workmen  meeting  at  public-houses,  and 
forming  themselves  mto  central  com- 
mittees. The  purpose  of  those  who  peti- 
tioned for  the  bill  was  to  reduce  the  hours 
in  order  to  increase  the  wages  of  labour. 
This,  certainly,  would  be  the  first  of  its 
effects.  But  he  besought  the  House  to 
consider  where  they  would  stop  if  they  in- 
terfered in  the  present  instance.  Every 
other  class  of  manufacturers  would  come 
forward  with  their  demands,  and  the  re- 
gulation introduced  in  this  case  could  not 
be  refused  in  others.  The  principle  now 
introduced  would  extend  to  all.  There 
was  no  peculiarity  in  the  case  of  the 
cotton-spmners  that  did  not  extend  to 
other  manufactories.  The  linen  and  the 
woollen  manufactories  would  require  a 
similar  regulation.  He  had  been  in  some 
woollen  manufactories,  and  he  found  no 
other  difference  between  them  and  those 
now  under  consideration,  except  that  in 
the  former  a  greater  quantity  of  oil  was 
used,  and  or  course  there  was  a  much 
worse  smell.  With  regard  to  the  linen 
manufactories,  there  could  be  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  regulated  as  well 
as  the  cotton,  except  that  in  the  latter 
case  the  yarn  was  exported,  and  in  the 
former  not,  a  distinction  which  might  soon 
cease  by  such  a  violent  interference  with 
labour  as  the  present  bill  would  in  prin- 
ciple authorize.  Any  person  who  consi- 
dered the  subject  would  see  that  the  same 
abuses,  if  abuses  existed,  were  to  be  found 
in  all  our  manufactories,  and,  therefore, 
that  they  ought  all  to  be  regulated  on  the 
principle  which  would  admit  an  inter- 
ference with  one.  It  was  impossible  to 
draw  a  distinguishing  line  between  thera. 

Mr.  Wilbraham  l^oo/2e  wished  to  say  only 
a  few  words.  His  attention  had  been 
long  turned  to  the  subject  before  the 
House,  and  he  zealously  supported  the 
bill.  The  petitioners  for  its  passing  had 
great  weight  with  him,  and  should  have 
great  influence  on  the  House.  The  hon. 
^ntleman  had  endeavoured  to  make  an 
impression  upon  the  House,  by  seeming 
to  insinuate  that  the  petitions  in  favour  of 
this  bill  proceeded  from  some  discon- 
tented manufacturers,  or  from  the  rivalry 


of  the  woollen  manufacturers.  This,  how- 
ever, could  not  have  been  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  petition  from  Manchester, 
for  it  was  signed  by  the  clergy  and  by  the 
medical  men  of  the  town,  all  of  whon 
concurred  in  representing  the  length  of 
time  employed  in  labour  as  incoosisteot 
with  the  health  of  the  children.  The 
statements  against  the  bill  caaae  from 
people  whose  interests  were  opposed  to 
It,  while  those  who  supported  it  by  their 
petitions  and  representations  from  with« 
out,  could  have  no  interest  but  those  of 
humanity  to  serve.  The  hon.  gentleiaan 
spoke  of  the  effect  that  the  measure  migbt 
have  in  increasing  population,  and  creat- 
ing paupers.  This  was  an  evil  not  to  be 
dreaded,  or  at  least  was  to  be  oompen* 
sated  by  the  g^od  that  it  would  produce. 
The  1 ,800  petitioners  who  supported  it 
were  so  disinterested  as  to  give  it  thdr 
concurrence,  though  if,  as  h^d  been  stated, 
all  children  under  16  years  of  age  should 
by  this  Bill  be  thrown  out  m  employ* 
ment,  these  gentlemen  were  in  ftct  pro- 
moting a  measure  which  would  throw  a 
very  great  additional  burthen  upon  the 
poor  laws,  to  be  defraved  by  themsehret. 
Much  had  been  said  about  the  danger  of 
interfering  with  labour  as  a  general  prin- 
ciple :  but  the  House  had  already  during 
this  session  interfered  with  labour  in  the 
case  of  the  Chimney  sweepers  bill,  which 
had  passed  as  it  were,  by  acclamation ; 
and  therefore  it  ought,  in  consistency,  to 
sacrifice  the  objections  which  were 
brought  from  this  source.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman read  some  of  the  clauses  of  that 
bill,  and  contended  that,  as  the  principle 
of  interfering  with  labour  had  been  al- 
ready acted  upon,  it  was  inconsistent  now 
to  object  to  it,  because  the  objects  of 
that  benevolent  interference  were  at  a 
distance  of  2  or  300  miles.  - 

Mr.  W,  Smith  entered  fully  into  the 
discussion  of  the  principle  or  the  bill, 
stated  the  reasons  which  called  for  some 
legislative  enactment,  detailed  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  the  committee  in  support 
of  the  present,  produced  the  opinions  of 
physicians  against  the  system  pursued  in 
cotton  factories,  answered  the  objections 
of  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  and  gave 
the  measure  his  warmest  support.  He 
agreed  with  his  hon.  friend  on  the  impro- 
priety and  danger  of  giving  the  slightest 
countenance  to  combinations  among  the 
labouring  classes ;  but  the  best  and  most 
legislative  way  of  preventing  such  com- 
binations was  to  remedy  their  just  com- 
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plaints.     He  also  agreed  with  his  hon. 
(Jnend  in  the  great  importance  he  attached 
to  our  cotton  manufactures,  but  did  not 
think  that  he  was  right  in  his  appreben- 
aions  of  the  injurjr  which  the  present  bill 
would  produce  with  regard  to  them.    He 
concurred  with  him,   generally,  on   the 
impropriety  of  interfering  with  labour  on 
inifefinite  grounds;  but  here  was  some- 
thing tangible  and  definite,  in  regulating 
the  age  at  which  persons  might  enter  the 
cotton  factories,  and  the  number  of  hours 
which  they  should  work  each  day.    Into 
the  consideration  of  what  was  the  proper 
or  the  exact  number  of  hours  he  would 
not  now  enter,     tie  would  put  it  gene- 
rally ought  persons  under  the  age  of  12 
to  be  employed  from  13  hours  and  a  half 
to  15  boors  a  day  in  a  cotton  factory ; 
and  was  it  not  injurious  to  their  health 
find  growth  to  be  so  employed  ?  He  did 
object  to  the  employment  of  children  ; 
but  was  it  fitting  that  they  should  be  con- 
fined to  labour  in  a  close  manu&ctory, 
longer  than  adults  in  agricultural  labour 
or  m  other  healthy  emplojrments.    Thev 
had  only  three  quarters  of  an  hour  al- 
lowed for  their  dinner  time,  and  if  they 
ataid  five  minutes  beyond   their   time, 
were  compelled  to  work  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  longer  at  night.   His  hon.  friend  had 
8«d,  that  the  care  of  their  children  ought 
to  be  left  to  the  parents,  who  would  not 
allow  them  to  work  longer  than  was  con- 
ducive to  their  welfare ;  but  in  using  such 
an  argument  he  had  forgotten  that  the 
parents  confessed  their  inability  of  them- 
selves to  limit  their  labour,  by  applying 
to  the  House  in  their  petitions  for  the 
passing  of  the  present  Dill.    Much  had 
oeen  said  of  the  means  employed  to  pro- 
cure these  petitions,  and  of  the  represen- 
tations put  forth  to  influence  the  decisions 
of  the  House.    But  it  ou^bt  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  if  representations  were  made 
on  the  one  side,  they  were  likewise  made 
on  the  other,  and  that  too  by  persons  who 
had  more  weight  than  those  unprotected 
individuals,    and    an    apparently  greater 
interest  to  stimulate  their  zeal.    The  evi* 
dence   of  physicians    and  others,    who 
having    no  personal    interest    to   serve, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  have  a  wrong 
bias,  was  in  favour  of  legislative  inter- 
ference.   All  the  members  of  the  faculty, 
from  Machaon  down  to  doctor  Solomon, 
would  be  found  to  declare,  that  chil- 
dren of  the  age  alluded  to,  could    not, 
without  injury  to  their  health,  work  so 
long  in  factories  as  children  meant  to  be 


Cotton  Fadmet  ML 


[968 


protected  by  the  bill  now  did.  It  was  a 
fact  which  appeared  in  evidence,  and 
could  not  be  contradicted,  that  'the  cot- 
ton spinners  of  Preston  had  agreed  dur- 
ing tne  discussion  of  this  measure  to  em- 
ploy their  children  only  1 3  hours  a  day. 
His  right  hon.  friend,  who  said  every 
thing  he  did  say  with  great  talent,  had 
excited  a  laugh  at  the  supposition  that 
Hygeia  would  take  up  her  abode  in  a 
cotton  manufactory;  but  he  had  not 
stated  the  case  so  strongly  as  he  might 
have  done.  Here  the  hon.  gentleman 
entered  into  some  statements  of  the  com- 
parative number  of  deaths  between  the 
a^es  of  8  and  20,  in  different  places  and 
different  professions.  After  a  long  and 
minute  examination  of  the  different  ob- 
jections to  the  bill,  the  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  giving  it  his  warmest  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Fuday  protested  against  the  intro- 
duction of  fresh  evidence  after  the  in- 
quiry before  the  committee  had  closed. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  brought 
forward  a  most  extraordinary  witness— 
the  goddess  of  health ;  but  unfortunately 
she  proved  nothing  in  his  favour ;  he  had 
prolMibly  found  that  she  c^uld  not  reside 
in  the  factory  with  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  been  connected.  He  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  number  of  hours 
consumed  by  children  in  labour  was  too 

great — and  he  would  even  acknowledge 
lat  it  was  fully  competent  for  the  legis* 
lature  to  intenfere  in  correcting  the  evil ; 
but  he  feared  that  the  remedy  proposed 
would  not  be  attended  with  that  salutary 
effect :  he  feared  that  it  was  worse  than 
the  disease,  for  it  would  drive  people  from 
an  healthy  to  an  unhealthv  emplovment. 
He  was  convinced  that  if  the  bill  were 
passed  into  a  law,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  driving  children  from  a  state  of  com- 
parative ease  and  happiness  to  one  of  se- 
verity and  hardship.  Tlie  measure  had 
been  supported  by  some  petitions,  and 
those  were  in  fiivour  of  it— in  particular 
from  the  work-people  in  Mr.  Owen's  ma- 
nufactory. Mr.  Owen,  it  appeared,  had, 
probably  with  a  good  view  to  his  own  in- 
terest, consented  to  reduce  the  hours  ol 
labour  to  ten  and  a  half.— It  was  very  n!^ 
tural  that  the  labourers  in  that  manufac- 
tory should  desire  that  their  brethren 
elsewhere  should  share  an  equal  advan- 
tage, and  no  less  so,  that  Mr.  Owen 
should  desire  to  have  other  manufacturers 
equally  limited ;  but  if  the  hours  of  la- 
bour were  thus  abridged^  he  could  assure 
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tile  Houie,  that  this  country  could  no 
longer  enjoy  her  present  superiority  in 
manufactures  in  the  foreign  markets.  He 
hoped  they  would  not,  by  acting  on  a 
principle  of  mistaken  humanity,  and  with- 
out hating  sufficiently  investigated  the 
subject,  endanger  the  national  prosperity. 
On  such  a  principle  the  poor  laws  were 
originally  foundea,  and  the  results  had 
been  distress  and  confusion  wholly  unpa- 
ralleled.—It  had  been  asked  when  those 
laws  were  first  introduced  '*  who  could 
refuse  charity  to  the  poor  V*  but  if  but  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  evil  consequences 
which  had  resulted  from  that  measure 
had  been  then  anticipated,  its  framers 
would  have  shrank  from  the  task  which 
their  humanity  had  sugeested.  In  a 
great  many  instances  the  bill  would 
compel  the  master-spinners  to  dismiss  all 
persons  between  the  ages  or9  and  16 
years,  and  those  poor  children  would  be 
thrown  upon  the  world  without  means  of 
support,  for  no  poor-rate  could  be  com- 
petent to  their  maintenance.  He  insisted 
that  the  children  employed  in  the  cotton 
ftctories  were  more  healthy  than  in  many 
Other  employments,  and  he  referred  to 
the  evidence  to  show  that  this  was  the 
uniform  opinion  of  practical  men  ;  theo- 
vetical  speculations  were  comparatively  of 
Uttle  value.  He  put  it  to  the  House, 
whether,  with  the  contradictonr  testi- 
mony before  it,  it  was  prepared  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject— to  regulate  free  labour, 
and  to  inteipose  between  the  father  and 
his  child  i  There  was  an  inconsistency  in 
the  bon,  baronet's  conduct,  which  was, 
that  in  limiting  the  time  of  labour  for 
ftee  children,  he  made  no  provision  for 
apprentices,  whom  he  still  left,  under  the 
provisions  of  his  own  former  act,  to  work 
12  hours  a  day ;  so  that  while  the  present 
measure  was  endeavouring  to  limit  the 
time  of  work  for  free  children  toll  hours, 
the  masters  or  parents  had  only  to  bind 
them  as  apprentices,  and  they  could  then, 
under  the  apprentice  act,  compel  them  to 
work  for  twelve  hours  a  day.  He  could 
not  conceive  the  motive  of  the  pre- 
sent bill,  unless,  indeed,  the  hon.  baronet's 
own  manufactories  were  all  worked  by 
apprentices.  He  believed  that  the  hon. 
baronet  meant  very  wdl,  but  he  exe- 
cuted very  ill ;  he  found  no  fault  with  his 
motives  but  with  his  measure.  After 
having  given  the  subject  his  fullest  con*- 
siderationt  and  being  convinced  that  the 
biU  not  only  would  not  produce  any  ad- 
vantage, but  would  absolutely  create 
(  VOL.  XXXVIII. ) 


great  mischief,  he  should  most  decidedly 
vote  for  the  noble  lord's  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  said,  it  was  with  reluc- 
tance he  differed  from  so  many  friends  to 
whose  opinions  he  was  always  inclined  to 
submit,  but  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  do 
so  on  the  present  occasion.  He  had 
been  long  enough  in  the  House  to  remem- 
ber the  arguments  urged  against  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Slave  trade  which  at  first,  by 
the  planters  was  called  a  measure  of  in- 
humanity and  mischief,  and  yet  was  now 
admittea  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  bles« 
sings  that  had  ever  flowed  from  parlia- 
ment. He  contended,  tliat  the  importaot 
allegation  in  the  petition  of  the  workmea 
of  Mr.  Owen  had  not  been  contradicted^^ 
viz.  that  in  the  shorter  time  of  work 
they  were  able  to  spid  quite  as  much 
cotton  as  when  they  laboured  a  sreatec 
number  of  hours  in  the  day.  In  Mr* 
Owen's  factory  at  New  Lanark,  the  peo- 
ple did  as  much  in  ten  hours  and  a  half 
as  was  done  by  any  other  factory,  in  fif- 
teen. The  reason  was,  that  knowing  thej 
were  not  required  to  work  beyond .  their 
strength,  they  went  about  it  witli  more 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  The  petitioQ 
in  question  had  been  put  into  his  hands 
by  the  individuals  who  had  drawn  it  up^ 
and  a  more  modest  or  respectable  bouy 
of  men  he  never  saw.  In  supporting  the 
bill,  lie  acted  merely  from  motives  of 
conscience  and  conviction,  opposing  the 
opinions  of  many  most  respectable  indi« 
viduals  to  whom  he  was  under  great  obli- 
sations,  and  who  had  made  many  power* 
ful  representations  to  him  on  the  subject* 

Mr.  Robinson  conceived,  that  the  ques* 
tion  was  one  surrounded  with  many  diffi- 
culties. He  was  always  of  opinion  that 
the  less  the  legislature  interfered  in  regu- 
lating matters  of  trade  and  commerce,  the 
better  it  would  be  for  the  country  ;  but  he 
did  not  mean  to  deny,  that  there  where 
cases  where  it  might  be  proper  to  interfere* 
One  strong  objection  which  lay  to  this 
bill  was,  not  the  effect  which  it  might 
have  upon  one  branch  of  trade,  for  he 
looked  upon  it  not  in  that  point  of  view, 
but  that  bv  it  the  House  might  be  driven 
to  a  principle  of  interfering  m  the  regula- 
tion of  all  other  branches — a  course,  in 
his  opinion,  which  would  by  no  means  be 
of  service  to  the  country.  In  examining 
the  difficulties  which  lay  on  both  sides  of 
the  bill,  he  thought  that  to  justify  legisla* 
tive  interference  a  strong  case  should  be 
made  out.  With  this  impression  he  had 
determined  to  hear  the  subject  discussed 
I      (2B) 
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before  he  decided ;  and  noW|  after  it  bad 
been  Aillj,  fairly,  and  coolly  diMHUsedtlie 
conceived  that  a  case  had  been  made  out 
to  justify  the  proposed  interference.  The 
admissions  of  those  who  opposed  the  bill 
were  in  themselves  sufficient  to  warrant 
this  conclusion.  To  him  it  app^ued,  thai 
the  tender  agf»  of  the  chiloien,  and  the 
long  time  at  iniich  the^  werekeptut  worki, 
were  sufficient  to  diminish  ^ir  hedtb,  and 
shorten  their  lives.  Indeed,  the  ciroom- 
ataQce  that  few  persons  were  seen  in  the 
manufactories  over  forty-years  of  t^,  was 
a  proof  that  their  strength  had  been  wast- 
ea  befbre  they  arrived  at  maturitv.  If  the 
b|U  went  directly  tp  interfere  in  the  labour 
ojp  adults,  he  thought  it  would  be  objec- 
tionable ;  but  it  would  be  goinff  too  far  to 
aay,  that  by  firotecting  the  children  the 
amdts  might  be  inctdentallv  interfered  with 
and  that  therefore  the  children  sbotikl'  be 
left  as  they  were.  That  would  be  estab^ 
lishing  the  position,  Uiat  there  was  no  pos« 
iiMe  case,  however  strong  It  might  be 
idiere  interfinrence  could  be  justified. 
This  was  his  conviction  on  the  subject  of 
tiie  bill,  and  he  thought  it  right  to  slate  it 
before  the  question  went  to  the  vote. 

The  House  th^n  divided.:  Ayes,.  91. 
Noe^,  26.  The  House  accordingly  re- 
solved into  the  committee,  in  which  Mr. 
Finlay  protested  against  any  fiirther  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  bill  this  night,  after  hav- 
iog  be^  occupied  in  the  discussion  fyr  bo 
m^oy  hours,  and  expressed  his  resolution 
to  avail  himself  of  the  forms  of  the  House 
to  give  th^  bill  every  obstruction  in  his 
power.  Mr.  L^mbton  observed,  that  the 
Ejection  as  to  the  discussion  for  a  few 
hours  came  with  a  verv  iU  grace  from 
those  who  were  so  indifferent  al>out  the 
laborious  occupation  of  children  for  sq 
m^y  hours  each  day.  After  some  desul- 
torjT.  conversation,  it  was  agreed  that  thp 
chairman  should  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

LojLV  QiLL.j  On  the  motion  for  th^ 
secQn4  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  GrfT^Z  observed,  diatas  he  under* 
stood  an  agreement,  had  been  entered  into 
between  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
Bank,  by  which  the  Bank  were  to  receive 
SOO^.  upon  each  million  of  money  depo- 
sited by  the  subscribers  to  the  loan,  an^ 
400/.  upon  each  million  of  exchequer  bilb, 
h^  wished  to  give  notice,  if  this  informa- 
tion was  correct,  that  he  should  oppose 
this  arrangement  as  an  extravagant  grant, 
without  «Dy   fonndation  in  juMioe  or 
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equity,  whea  tliebittabould  coBMiato 
committee. 

The  Ckanodhr  rfthe  Ettehequ&r  agresd 
that  the  oonmittee  was  the  proper  stage 
for  entertaining  the  motiooi  It  related  t9 
a  distinct  clause^  which  might,  if  it  should 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  be  struck 
out  without  preJuAcmg  the  oibct  parts  of 
the  enacfeilient. 

Mr.  GrenfM  now  wished  to  put  a  quaa* 
tion  to  Uie  right  boo.  gentleman  on  apofait 
with  respect  to whioh a sreatdealofiloobi 
and  some  agitation  had  lUtolv  preiaiMk 
It  was  denrable  that  it  should  be  deai^ 
understood,  whether  the  subscribers  to  tfa!e 
new  loan  would  be  at  liberty  to  ftmd  aaw 
part  of  Uieir  respective  portions,  aoconlL 
mg  to  their  own  convenience  or  discrttMNa 
or-  whether  no  option  was  left  but  that  oC 
finding  the  whole  or  none^ 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exohegverwim^ 
ted  that  the  question  put  by  the  hon*|;eD- 
tleman  was  perfectly  clear  and  hitelllgiliie^ 
and  felt  happjr  in  being  enabled  to  giM 
him  an  immediate  exphiniatioD.  Thepro^ 
visions  of  the  bill  were  certainly  intonded 
to  secure  to  every  subscriber  the  optloaof 
finding  either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  Ae 
proportional  amount  of  exohequer  billa-M* 
mited  by  the  terras  of  the  original  oontraelk 

Mr.  Grenf^lfftB  anxious  to  obtaia  some 
information  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  another  topic  relative- to  the  UMn,  upon 
whi^  great  uncertainty  at  present-  pre* 
vailedk  The  time  was  at  haoa  for-  paying 
in  15  per  cent  on  die  new  stock,  and  he 
understood  that  the  Bank  refused  to  those 
who  wished  to  transfer-  firom  the  S  per 
per  cents,  the  fiivour  of*  so  doing-  uams 
m  their  own  names.  Now  it  was  well 
known  that  many  eminent  raerehanta,  and 
other  individuals,  had  large  buom  vested 
in.  the  nam&  of  their  bankers^  and-  it- was 
obrious,  therefore,  that  thitregulatioB  on 
theipart  of  the  Bank  must  lie  produotiveof 
mudi  inconvenience.  What  hewasdesi^ 
reus  of  ascertaining  waa,  whether  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  ImeBded  to  suppoit 
the  Bank  in  their  adherence  to  tlus  reg«i» 
lation. 

The  ChdnceU&f  of  ike  Ba^efuer  said^ 
that  a  complaint  of  this  natiuehad  reached 
him  shortly  before  he  entered  the  Hduse^. 
The  rule  adopted  by  the  Bank  was,  hebe- 
lieved}  to  require  etfher  the*  aetoal  Mmh 
ture  of  the  proprietor,  or  a  warrant  m  at»* 
tomey  to  the  exdosion  of  the  neve  rem- 
s^ntation  of  a  third  party.  It  appeared  to 
him  ths^  this  principle  waaquito  twimi  as 
the  subject  now  preteoteA  ititelt>  but  it 
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iB|fhtte«spedteiit  in  the  committee  to 
fwiti  ione  proriikm  wick  a  Tieir  of  meet* 
Imjiik  diiiciihy* 
Tlie  Bill  was  read  a  aeeottd  tlaw. 
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7Wti%»  April  9S. 

RlPOET  OF  TBS  NOKTBSBN  CiRCUIT 

C<mMiTm«J  Air.  M.  A.  Tayhr  b 
briagiiig  up  a  Rie|i0Ct  lironi  the  Nordieni 
OiiMlt  ComiBiwt<s  begged  to  call  tiie  aC- 
tesifion  "Of  die  Houae  to  the  inportance  of 
Ab  luUedL  It  wotilld  be  nmnd  thM 
iadhriduus  had  i^ttained  in  prison  ei^h1i» 
leiiy  and  even  eleven  months^  before  tnej 
ware  brooght  to  trial,  in  the  four  northern 
ooootiea  of  NorthaiaberlaBdv  Diirhamy 
WcilaBairian^aBdCuaiberiaBd.  Of  tbeae 
aerma,  waay  had  toeen  at  latt  aequitted. 
It  waa  aaneceiMMry  for  bim  to  attempt  to 
itSaenoe  the  feelii^ga  of  die  Homebyany 
aHMerratidM  on  the  el&cts  of  tuoh  a  pmc- 
tiea»  which  imrolved  mi  lamentable  and 
&B  diamoeful  a  fiulure  in  the  adminiatia- 
tian  of  fablic  juatioe.  It  would  be  aeea 
Iqr  the  petition  from  Norwich,  that  there 
had  been  caaet  in  wbidi  peraoaa  had  been 
hepft  two  yeara  te  priiOB  without  bdag 
biwoght  to  triaL  It  woidd  appear  that 
tlie  busbem  of  the  four  northein  countiea 
waa  very  great ;  that  cauiea  had  atood  two 
or  three  yean  for  want  of  tiaie  totiy  theo^ 
and  that  reamnela  areatly  increaaed.  The 

Ce6  were  loo  voluminoua  for  priotoiff, 
an  abatract  of  t|iem  waa  given,  it 
would  he  found,  that  of  eigfatapeciai  eases 
aix  remamed  untried,  though  all  the  wit- 
aaaea  werebrougbt  ap,  mSi  all  the  ex- 
penses incarred*  He  was  well  aware  tfaat 
alQeelioas  to  taprovemenia  wooM  be 
started  Iremqaarters  which  didnot  choose 
•oloA  the  evil  in  the  face.  Butheshould 
ftel  k  his  dafar  to  perievere  to  the  best  of 
his  fKMir  abilities,  Sa  order  to  bring  the 
QaeslieQ  befbre  the  serious  consideration 
and  deteraunatioa  of  pariiameot.  The 
aaonrfttea,  after  dae  coasideration,  had 
recammeaded  a  division  of  the  four  nor- 
thera counties.  Evenat  York,  hut  sea* 
siali,  sia  oSctal  wanaala  and  three  com- 
Bste  oaasea  atood  over.  The  northern 
oeaaties,  in  bosiaess,  exceeded  that  of  the 
w<Mtmii  end  Oxford  circuits.    The  com* 


Bsitlaak  ho#aver»  agreed  that  only  the 
tabllshed  Judges  ofthe  hmd  shouidbe  sent 
Oft  the  comieissioas,  as  the  busineli  ought 
asfflimlyto  baeatrastad  lono  otherhaoda. 
Ho  had  heard  iadeed  af  a  propefeal  to  asad 
domaacommisaionwithaaeijaeBt  at  the 


head  of  it;  but  he  looked  at  such  a  laea- 
sure  as  dekisive,  and  as  a  merely  teapot 
rary  remedy.  He  considered  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  govemmeiit  to  look  at  the 
matter  carefully,  as  they  had  the  best 
ftieans  of  advicei  having  at  their  command, 
for  consulGBtion,  the  lord-chancellor,  the 
I,  and  the  law-officers  of  the  crown. 


judges, 
He  wc 


ie  would  leave  this  question  for  some 
weeks  to  government  and  the  House  to 
take  a  proper  view  of  it.  If  they  did  not, 
he  dioeild  take  the  liberty  of  propitamg  an 
addreis  to  the  PHnce  Regent  for  the 
edoptlon  of  some  measiA'e  to  remedy  so 

Seat  and  growing  an  eviL    He  was  sure 
e  fedings  and  justice  of  the  House  would 
go  alow  with  him. 
tbeiollowuig  is  a  copy  of  the  said 

BEPORT. 

The  SiLBCT  CoMKiTTBB  appointed  to  con- 
nder  whether  any,  and  what  ^teps  may 
be  necessanr  to  be  taken*  to  give  to  the 
Counties  of  Westmoreland,  Cumberland, 
KoithunAerland,  and  Durham,  andTown 
and  County  of  Newcastle-upon-Tjrn«^  the 
ssme  advantages  of  Aflsiies  twice  in  each 
year,  as  are  now  possessed  by  all  the 
other  Counties  in  Enghuxl  and  Wales, 
axid  to  report  their  observations  there- 
upon to  Uie  HoOse;  and  to  whom  the 
ntitKNn  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Citizens 
and  Coannonallty  of  the  City  of  Norwich; 
aad  also  the  Retoms  of  the  Calendars  of 
the  Msoners,  and  of  the  Lisu  of  Causes 
tried  at  the  Assises  for  the  Counties  be- 
lbre>mentioned,  were  referred; — ^Uave, 
pomiant  to  the  Order  of  the  House,  coiv- 
sidered  the  same  accordingly;  and  have 
agreed  to  the  foDowing  Report : 

Your  Coflsmtttee,  on  refctring  to  the  di^ 

ftrant  papers  laid  befoce  them  by  Older  of  the 
Hoass^  find,  that  te  several  years  past,  pei^ 
sonschargad  in  the  lour  northein  counties  with 
eHenees,  "not  ordinarily  falling  under  the  juris* 
dicftioB  of  the  general  qvarter  seAions,  have 
continued  in  prison  previous  to  thew  trial  for 
sev«n,  eight  and  nine  moBlhs,  aad  in  many 
instances  for  a  longer  period  of  time;  aM 
tb^  cannsit  but  diroet  the  immediate  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  to  so  great  a  failure  in  the 
administratioa  of  critaiinal  iustke. 

The  itturn  of  eausesof  me  respective  ooon* 
tieSb  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Westtnoiw 
land,  aiark  a  large  aad  progressive  increase 
of  civil  busiaess.  la  the  marshal's  paper  at 
Carible,  for  the  year  1814,  no  less  than  80  r^ 
eords  were  delivered,of  which  four  on(y  appear 
to  have  beea  withdrawa;  ia  the  year  181ff^ 
01  causes  were  entersd;  aad  the  t«»o  wac^ 
eessive  years  averagsd  not  less  than  50.  At 
Oariiam^mthayearma,  they  amounted  to 
«1;  aai  in  1817,  to  M.  Northumberiand 
4!faMludiag  the  juiisdictioa  of  the  town  aad 
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county  of  Ncwcaslle-upon-Tjrnc)  furnished,  in 
1816,  42  causes;  for  nve  of  these  causes  spe- 
cial juries  had  been  summoned,  three  of  them 
were  made  remanets,  and  consequently  went 
over  lor  12  months;  in  the  following  year  32 
actions  were  entered,  one  only  of  vmich  was 
withdrawn.  As  the  returns  themselves  are 
in  their  nature  too  voluminous  for  publica- 
tion, a  short  but  accurate  abstract  is  given  in 
the  Appendix. 

Sucn  being  the  actual  state  of  business  in 
these  three  counties,  without  a  well  pounded 
prospect  of  diminution,  your  Committee  can- 
not norm  to  themselves  any  satisfactory  reason 
why  the  trial  of  civil  causes  should  be  thus 
deferred  within  these  districts,  and  the  custom 
ofholding  only  one  assh&e  in  the  year  conti- 
nued, subjecting  the  suitors  to  serious  incon- 
venience, and  in  some  cases,  to  ruinous  ex- 
pense. The  practice  of  bringing  actions  in 
other  counties,  now  of\en  resorted  to,  where 
they  are  transitory,  compels  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  carried  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, kept  at  the  cost  of  the  respective  par- 
ties, and  probably  at  last  dismissed  without  a 
hearing. 

It  is  clear,  from  the  evidence  heard  before 
your  Committee  as  to  the  pressure  of  civil 
business  at  York,  that  it  is  now  with  difficulty 

tone  through,  though  a  greater  number  of 
ays  is  allotted  in  the  summer,  than  was  usual 
in  preceding  years;  and  that,  of  late  two 
judges  have  presided  in  the  spring  circuit;  it 
will  be  found,  that  at  the  close  of  the  last 
commission  at  that  place,  six  special  and 
three  common  jury  causes  were  made  rema- 
nets,  yet  the  Court  was  occupied  ten,  twelve, 
or  fourteen  hours  during  the  day. 

A^  Lancaster,  to  a  most  heavy  calendar,  are 
added  in  general  not  less  than  180  causes,  in- 
volving in  them,  as  may  naturally  be  ima- 
eined  from  the  site  and  population  of  the  pa« 
&tinate,  questions  of  the  highest  importance, 
as  well  on  commercial  as  on  other  points. 

Looking  therefore  to  all  the  circumstances 
which  accompany  this  view  of  the  subject, 
and  considering  it  just,  that  these  counties 
should  not  be  deprived  of  those  advantages 
which  are  possessed  by  all  the  counties  within 
the  United  Empire,  your  Committee  beg  leave 
to  recommend,  that  such  measures  should  be 
taken  as  would  divide  the  present  northern 
circuit  into  two  separate  circuits,  the  one  com- 
prehending the  counties  of  Westmorland, 
Lancaster,  and  Cumberland,  and  the  other 
including  those  of  York,  Northumberland  and 
Durham.  No  objection  could  arise,  under 
this  arrangement,  as  to* the  attendance  of  an 
enlightenoi  bar,  for  with  the  proposed  altera- 
tion, there  would  still  remain  to  each  of  these 
divisions  as  much,  if  not  a  larger  extent  of 
business,  than  is  generally  transacted  upon 
every  other  circuit  m  England. 

To  carry  this  plan  into  its  full  execution, 
and  to  give  it  that  weight  aadl  authority,  which 
interests  of  such  moment  demand,  yourCom- 
jniitoe  are  of  opinion,  that  the  duties  which 


belong  to  it,  should  only  be  intrusted  to 
blished  judses  of  the  land :  whether  the  pre- 
sent limited  number  of  that  highly  respected 
body  will  permit  such  an  addition  of  labour, 
must  be  left  to  the  farther  deliberation  of  the 
House;  that  head  of  examination  not  falling, 
as  your  Committee  apprehended,  within  the 
precise  limits  of  their  instructions,  they  did 
not  proceed  to  any  regular  course  of  inquiry 
which  might  embrace  it,  but  in  looking  to  the 
state  of  the  new  trials  before  the  court  of 
King's-bench,  as  connected  with  the  uorfiiem 
counties,  it  could  not  escape  their  observation, 
that  those  who  now  administer  the  justice  of 
the  country  have  difficulties  imposed  upon 
them,  which,  with  all  their  zeal  and  activity; 
they  are  in  some  instances  unable  to  sur- 
mount. 

Your  Committee,  in  adverting  to  the  sub« 
stance  of  the  petition  from  the  city  of  Nor" 
wich .  was  referred  to  them  by  order  of  the 
House,  are  called  upon  to  observe,  that  the 
inconvenience  there  sustained,  from  the  dday 
of  the  trial  of  prisoners,  appears  to  have  beea 
so  great,  tliat  it  would  be  highly  expedient 
for  the  sake  of  public  justice,  that  some  re- 
medy should  be  applied  to  the  evil ;  and  that 
if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  recom* 
mend,  in  whatever  way  they  shall  think  best, 
an  augmentation  to  the  present  number  of 
the  judges,  such  additional  judges  might  be 
most  usefully  and  beneficially  employed  in 
tlie  respective  courts  in  Westmmster-hail,  and 
in  the  regular  tribunals  of  the  country ;  by 
this  means,  an  opportunity  would  be  aftorded 
of  supplying  the  defect  so  loudly  complained 
of  on  the  Norfolk  and  Midland  circuits,  viz. 
of  having  only  one  judge  on  the  spring  cir- 
cuit to  preside  on  the  civil  and  criminal 
trials. 

28th  April,  1818. 


Motion  respectiko  Officers  Wi- 
dows Pensions.]  Mr.  Lyttdton^  m 
submitting  his  promised  motion  for  an 
Address  to  his  royal  highnes  the  Prince 
Regent,  for  a  revocation  of  the  regulation 
concerning  the  Pensions  of  the  Widows  of 
Military  Officers,  professed  himself  to  be 
in  a  situation  of  considerable  difficulty, 
from  the  late  order  containing  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  regulation  it  was  his  object  to 
have  recalled.  He  was  well  aware  that 
the  regulation,  in  its  present  mitigated 
shape,  had  nothing  in  it  of  equity ;  but 
he  was  also  aware,  that  it  disarmed  the 
opposition  to  the  original  one,  of  many  of 
its  advocates.  The  modification,  notwith- 
standing, though  it  might  nebtralixe  the 
class  it  was  meant  to  relieve,  altered  no- 
thing of  the  strict  justice  of  the  case.  He 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  therefore, 
that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
the  Bubjecti  not  merely  as  ft  quealioB  of 
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senerosityy  but  bb  one  of  strict  justice;  and 
before  he  proceeded  farther,  he  must  ex- 
press his  regret  and  surprise,  that  minis- 
ters should  think  proper  to  begin  the  sys- 
tem of  rigid  economy,  which  they  had  so 
long  promised,  by  an  act  so  shocking  to 
the  liberality,  the  justice,  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country,  as  the  refusal  of  the 
small  pension  to  which  the  relict  of  a  Bri- 
tish officer  was  entitled.  After  persever- 
ing so  long  in  the  system  of  public  profu- 
sion, was  it  becoming  to  make  the  first 
instance  of  departure  from  that  system 
a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  most  inte- 
resting class  of  persons  connected  with 
the  public  service?  The  auestion  was, 
not  whether  the  House  woula  be  generous 
to,  but  whether  it  would  keep  faith  with, 
the  army  ?  He  had  no  difficulty  in  declar* 
ing,  that  to  continue  the  regulation  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  good  faith  due  from 
the  country  to  her  brave  defenders.  Ac- 
cording to  the  warrant  which  had  been 
published  upon  this  subject,  it  appeared, 
that  any  officer's  wife  who  had  become  a 
widow  since  the  25th  of  December  last, 
was  not  to  receive  the  pension  allowed  her 
according  to  her  husband's  rank,  if  she 
was  in  possesion  of  any  annuity  from  go- 
▼ernment,  or  any  other  income  equal  to 
double  the  amount  of  such  pension.  Since 
be  had  drawn  Che  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject,  a  second  order  had  been 
issued,  confining  the  operation  of  the 
rule  to  cases  where  the  racome  might  be 
Quadruple  the  pension,  and  exempting 
from  it  the  widows  of  all  officers  at  pre- 
sent married.  But  thb  modification  was 
by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  utmost 
extent  of  saving  that  could  be  expected 
from  the  most  rigid  enforcement  of  this 
illiberal  order,  was  not  such  as  to  recon- 
cile the  public  feeling  to  its  adoption. 
The  total  amount  of  widows'  pensions, 
including  Ireland,  did  not  exceed  98,000/., 
and  the  sum  allowed  to  each  lady  was 
comparatively  insignificant.  This  would 
be  seen  upon  reference  to  the  scale  of 
pensions ;  according  to  which  the  widow 
of  a  general  officer  received  but  1201.  per 
annum— the  widow  of  a  lieut-colonel, 
80/.— of  a  captain,  SOI. — of  a  lieutenant, 
40/.**and  of  an  ensign,  36/.  Now  the 
first  of  these,  it  appeared  from  the  modi- 
fied arrangement,  if  her  income  from  any 
other  sources  amounted  to  480/.,  was  to 
have  her  120/.  denied  to  her.  Thus  480/. 
a  year  was  thought  too  much,  by  our 
economic  ministers,  for  the  maintdUmce 
of  a'lady  of  the  rank  of  a  general  officer's 
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widow.  But  he  would  appeal  to  any  ge« 
nerous,  considerate  mind,  whether,  in  the 
present  state  of  society  and  rate  of  living, 
a  lady  of  such  rank  could  contrive,  upon 
a  less  sum,  to  maintain  herself  in  an  ap^ 
propriate  manner?  The  same  appeal 
he  could  make  with  still  more  force  with 
regard  to  the  widows  of  all  officers  of  in« 
ferior  rank.  It  was  with  die  noble  lord, 
unquestionably,  to  offer  his  terms  of  ser- 
vice in  future,  as  he  might  thmk  fit,  whe* 
ther  handsomely  or  unhandsomely,  to  the 
army.  But  he  roust  decidedly  object  to 
any  retrospective  view  of  the  subject.  On 
that  ground  be  objected  to  the  application 
of  the  principle  to  unmarried  men  now  in 
the  army ;  for  it  must  be  recollected,  that 
these  funds  were  originally  created  for  the 
maintenance  of  officers'  widows,  by  volun* 
tary  subscriptions  from  all  the  officers^ 
whether  married  or  unmarried.  It  was^ 
perhaps,  not  generally  known,  that  from 
one  branch  of  the  service,  the  artillery,  a 
stoppage  was  regularly  made,  in  order  to 
create  a  widows  fund.  From  a  captain* 
conraiandant,  deductions  were  made  to 
the  amount  of  13/.  \Ss.  9d.  Besides,  in  a 
great  many  regiments,  benefit  societies 
were  formed  by  officers,  to  secure  to  their 
widows,  on  their  own  demise,  some  small 
pension.  Upon  what  principle  of  justice, 
then,  could  those  officers  who  still  conti- 
nued to  make  a  voluntary  subscription  for 
such  a  fund,  be  deprived  of  any  right 
which  belonged  to  it,  merely  because 
they  were  not  married  at  a  particular  pe* 
riod  ?  How  many  gentlemen  might  have 
had  this  fund  in  their  contemplation  when 
they  entered  into  the  army.  The  daim 
ta  this  fund  was  no  doubt  a  part  of  the 
conMeration  for  which  gentlemen  paid 
the  purchase  money  of  their  commission. 
It  was  certain,  indeed,  that  idl  officers 
eonceived  the  faith  of  government  pledged 
to  them  for  the  fair  dispensation  of  wis 
fund,  and  it  could  not  be  fair  to  withhoU 
it  from  any  of  those  who  contributed  to 
its  creation,  or  who  were  entitled  to  cal* 
culate  upon  its  existence.  £very  gentle* 
man  was  obviously  so  entitled  who  had 
entered  the  army  previous  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  warrant  alluded  to.  There^ 
fore,  if  such  an  order  were  at  all  to  be 
acted  upon,  it  should  be  entirely  pro^teo- 
tire,  it  was  notorious  that  many  married 
and  unmarried  officers,  actuated  by  the 
noblest  motives,  contributed  from  their 
pay  to  create  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
widows  by  lifis  assurances,  as  well  as  by 
other  neani.    Would  it  not  then  be  most 
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unjuftt  ihtt  any  fiflid  created  by  Mich 
means  ehoald  negative  the  claim  of  an 
officer's  widow  to  the  peasioQ  under  con- 
sidecatton?  Ifyindeed.tiiat  principle  were 
adflulited»  what  an  officer  saved  from  his 
pa^f  <nr  collected  from  his  self-deoialsy 
woald  be  a  soorce  of  profit  to  thegevem- 
Hmnt.  Suppose  an  inferior  officer,  now 
OMMmnedy  were»  by  Ihigality,  to  acquire 
property  to  the  amount  of  l,000i^  a  year, 
and  subsequently  marry  ood  leave  a 
widow,  mi^  it  not  fiurly  be  said  that 
he iiad been  labouring idl  his  lifetogain 
what  now  disqualiied  his  wid^w  from  re* 
oeivii^  wiwt  would  otherwise  be  a  debt 
to  Imti  llitts  &€  meritorbus  calculation 
of  the  officer  woidd  be  frustrated,  and  the 
fidr  expectation  of  the  lady  disappointed 
timmgn  tfie  miserable  economy  of  ibe  go* 
lunmint  which  he  served*  The  aigu* 
neii  agamst  applying  sudi  a  principle  to 
the  officers  slrmiy  in  the  army  was,  in  hb 
view,  hvesisttbly  strong.  If  such  a  prm- 
cUe  were  pressed  at  ally  it  couid  only, 
with  moj  colour  of  justice,  operate  to* 
wards  raose  who  were  yet  to  enter  the 
aarvioe ;  fat  such  persons  being  aware  of 
lim  regulation,  would  not  have  so  much 
leaaoBto  complain.  But  the  regulation 
as  it  stood  had,  ministers  might  be  aa* 
aured,  served  to  excite  strong  feelings  of 
aorprise  and  indignation  throughout  the 
country.  In  had,  indeed,  naturally  ocoa- 
aioned  an  odious  contrast  between  those 
diil  servants  of  the  Crown  who  basked  in 
oouTt  fiivour,  and  the  relicts  of  those  gal- 
lant men  who  had  fought  and  fidlen  m  the 
aervice  of  their  country.  The  reason  ori- 
gnsUy  assigned  for  this  regidatton  was, 
mt  it  was  reconunended  by  the  commit- 
tee of  finance.  But  at  the  thne  this  rea- 
son wasossigned  he  defied  the  noble  lord 
to  point  out  such  a  recommendation  of 
Ae  oomnutlee  alluded  to.  The  members 
of  that  committee  were  all  the  friends  of 
the  minister.  Ho  meant  not  to  speak 
Ahnrespeotfolly  of  any  individnal  among 
thsHk  Thoy  were  resfwctaUe  Tories,  but 
atiU  tfaey  were  all  Tories;  and  it  was  not 

pcobeUe  they  ^^  ^  ^  j^P*  ^^^^ 
wouU  a0ect  tfaenr  fineods  m  oinoe.  Tiiere- 
fon  be  was  not  disposed  to  ofer  them 
wnqnaUfied  hoam|e.  He  understood  that 
there  was  a  qoestioo  put  by  a  member  of 
tet  eoaamittee,  wbetaer  there  ought  not 
to  be  acme  limitation  to  widows*  pennons, 
and  whedier  it  wu  proper,  for  instance^ 
that  99A  a^mmioo  should  bo  geaotod  to 
the  4uchooi  of  Nefthumhaihmlj  Hm, 
no  doubt)  Wis  m  estrsme  Gan^  mii  be 


believed  that  Ihe  exception  of  suth 
was  not  likely  to  piMuce  any  material 
aaving.  But  as  to  the  question  alloded 
lo^  he  would  ask,  whether  an  interio* 
ctttory  observation  in  a  conunktee  sho^ 
be  esatfe  the  ground  of  a  legislative  pro* 
ceeding  ?  The  finance  committee  bad  not 
recommended  the  measure  to  which  be 
objected,  and  therefore  to  quote  thcsr 
authority  was  inaccurafte.  Upon  wiiat 
ground  the  proposition  of  rendering  this 
order,  if  it  were  to  exist,  entirely  pro* 
spective,  oould  be  roasted  on  the  other 
aide^  he  was  at  a  loss  to  dfvinew  Those 
who  were  so  tenacious  in  their  arrange* 
meats  about  sinecunes--4hat  those  ar* 
raogements  i^ould  be  solely  prospective 
-—that  the  present  holders  should  not  bo 
afiected-^that  retted  rights  shoiuld  not  bo 
disturbed— could  not  surely  attempt,  with 
an^  degree  of  grace,  to  press  a  different 
pnnciple  with  respect  to  the  righu  of 
thooe  who  were  the  relicts  of  omr  pliant 
defenders.  It  would  be  lem  becoming  in 
the  noUe  lord  to  do  so,  than  perhaps  any 
other  person ;  for,  triien  a  proposition  waa 
made  with  respect  to  the  Cnelsea  pen* 
sions,  the  noble  lord  distinctly  msintained, 
that  no  steps  could  be  justly  taken  for  the 
reduction  of  the  pension  of  any  one  at 
present  in  the  army,  whatever  might  bo 
done  towartb  those  who  should  enlist 
hereafter,  becauae  the  former  had  en- 
tered into  the  service  with  the  know- 
ledge of  their  richt  to  jparticipate  of  the 
present  rate  ot  pensions.  Hence  the 
noUe  lord  argued,  that  anv  project  upon 
this  subject  must  be  entirely  prospective. 
^-Why  not  apply  this  principle  to  the 
case  ii  the  widows*  pensions  ?  But  then 
it  was  recommended  for  the  purpose  of 
equalising  the  two  services  of  the  army 
and  navy.  Strange  mode  of  equalizing  1 
The  navy  had  long  complained  of  the  se- 
verity imposed  by  these  limitstions ;  and 
therefore,  under  the  pretext  of  equalising 
the  two  services,  the  nobie  lord  meditates, 
by  the  operation  of  this  warraat,  to  past 
the  grievances  of  the  navy  to  the  army^ 
and  this  was  calkd  equuity  I  It  might, 
however,  be  said,  that  some  limitation 
ought  to  be  pot  to  these  pensions.  In 
his  judgment  there  should  be  none;  a 
discretion  certainly  should  exist— but  ho 
objected  to  Urn  wcided  principle  which 
said,  **  imder  this  or  under  that  dreurn* 
itaaoo,  no  relief  shaM  be  afforded."  After 
a  war  of  such  duration,  when  the  militaiy 
eslahlJAmiiit  of  the  coimtry  bad  been  so 
MMh  iDoreaaed,  Ibo  iMe  attn  of  tbaia 
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peiiiiMi  to  di#  wTdowa  of  gaHMit  men  dU 
iiot  exceed  SSfiOOi.  AHowbg  these  li- 
niietioae  to  be  pefserered  in»  wket 
MBount  of  MTing  did  Ae  noble  lord  ca!* 
culate  ?  Not  90fiOQl.  Was  it  wise  to  fM 
llle  feeliogs  of  tlie  Britisb  army  for  such 
a  sum  aa  thai?  It  mighl  be  ao  opipion 
with  some  that  the  armr  was  oTeroaid— * 
ovefpaid  bo  meam  in  raatioa  to  the  re- 
aottsees  of  tho  state»  but  surely  thiS) 
which  was  a  good*  reason  Air  a  snaHer 
aimyk  couM  mbo^  reason  fi>r  distressing 
the  widowe  of  deceased  officers,^  and 
wonnding  the  feeUngs  of  the  survifors* 
Why,  the  very  grant  which  the  miniiters 
of  tke  crown  proposed  for  a  rml  duke» 
but  whiohi  from  the  Tiftne  of  their  Tory 
iriendsp  was  kickily  checked  and  destroyed 
in  the  budi  would  have  amounted  to  the 
whde  sum  which,  even  under  its  greatest 
•perationt  the  country  could  gam^  from 
inese  pitiful  savings  from  the  widows* 
fund.  Let  them  look  to  the  grant  made 
to  general  oAcers  in  1814— no  less  a  sum 
than  176,985/.— and  yet  thejr  would  uke 
fiom  the  poor  widows  the  mite  to  which 
the  services  of  their  husbands  entitled 
theoK  He  objected  to  the  first  part  of 
tfie  regulationi  because  it  was  a  mockery. 
The  Prince  Regent  said— <<  Anjr  widow 
who  has  another  pension—or-  a  situation 
to  a  certain  amount— shall  not  be  entitled 
tordief***  Why,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Ae  Prince  Regent's  confidential  advisers 
to  prevent  anjr  of  them  from  havioff  pen- 
sions or  situations  of  this  kind.  But  let 
the  House  lAservehowunfUrly  sewards 
were  apportiooedi  The  grant  to  lady 
Gillespie  wos  more  than  three  tiuMS 
greater  than  the  sum  the  receipt  of  which 
would  disQualifjr  any  officer's  widow  fh>m 
daiuMng  me  ordinary  bounty.  The  nrin- 
dnle  on  which  these  limitations  restea  was 
wnolly  unknown  in  every  other  branch  of 
the  state,  save  in  the  navy.  Wha^  then* 
was  the  fair  inference  ?— it  was  this,  that 
it  should  be  abdished  where  it  existed,  in 
place  of  being  extended  from  the  navy  to 
the  army.  It  was  not  in  tbeitr  injustice 
alone  that  these  proposed  limitations  were 
objectionable.  Thqr  were  uijurious  to 
the  moral  feelings,  and  most  likely  to  lead 
to  the  encooragement  of  deception  and 
peijory.  Thev  told:  the  British  officer, 
that  should  he  be  industrious  and  prudent, 
disinterested  and  alBBCtionate^  he  forfeited 
all  daim  for  his  widow  to  shve  In  the 
rovd  bounty,  in  consequence  of  die 
emscts  of  sudi  virtues.  They  were  a  tax 
on  firugdityi  disinteresitdness^  and  conju* 


gal  afleetion.  But  would  the  evil  even 
tominate  liiere  f  Wasittobesupposed* 
that  in  oidlMT  to  avail  themsdves  of  the 
pension,  some  evarion,  nay,  even  perjury, 
wodd  be  resorted  to,  in  order  to  bring 
the  applicant  within  the  scope  of  these 
limitations.  The  temptation  to  perjury 
and  evasion  was  rendered  verjr  strong  in 
the  case  of  a  helpless  woman,  mcumbered 
neriiape  with  a  large  ihnuly,  when  b^  stat- 
ing her  actud  means  to  be  withm  the 
■nutation  prescribed,  a  pepsion  might  be 
obtained.  Instances  ef  this  kind  had  oo» 
eurred  in  the  navy,  and  were  the  natmil 
result  of  such  a  prindple*  Waa  it  not 
probable  that  officers  wodd  leave  the 
money  fbr  their  families  in  trus^  and  of 
course  exposed  to  all  the  insecurity  of 
suchar  dispontion?  He  knew  not  with 
whom  this  measure  originated*  It  did 
not,  he  was  firmlf  persuided,  ominate  at 
the  Horse  Guards,  nor  in  the  War^offioe* 
No  military  man  wodd  have  suggested 
such  a  thought,  still  less  the  illustrious 
and  highlT  meritorions  prince  who  at  pre* 
sent  presUed  over  the  mterests  of  die 
army.  It  was  not  dHScdt  to  concdve 
that  the  opimon  of  that  illustrious  person 
might  be  opposed  on  such  a  sdirject  hf 
his  majes^'s  ministers,  as  a  sort  of  proof 
how  Independent-  they  were  of  royd  mft^ 
once.  He  doubted  whether  th^  noblft 
lord,  the  secretary  at  war,  had  concipred 
in  the  propriety  of  its  adoption;  but,  in 
other  times,  such  a  circumstance  would 
have  led  to  his  resignation.  The  pretence 
of  economy  made  but  a  bad  qyearanoe, 
when  it  was  fbund  that  in  no  other  le- 
niect  was  public  economy  consdted,  mid  - 
toat  no  retrenchments  were  dbcte4i 
where  they  were  most  loudly  cdled  for* 
He  felt  confident,  that  not  ody  the  fed* 
ings  of  die  army,  but  the  sense  of  the 
public  was  opposed  to  die  midttion; 
with  regard  to  whidi,  therefore,  be  dmidd 
accept  no  compromise,  but  move  for  Its 
totd  and  uneonditiond  revocadoo^  The 
hon.  irendeman  conduded  with  moving, 

**  Tbat  an  hunible  Addrembe  prenented 
to  his  royd  higbnem  the  Prince  Regent 
hunsbly  setting  forth,  that  this  Btmse, 
beinff  informed  that  his  Royd  HMmesc 
has  been  advised  to  issue  the  fbltowing 
warrant,  vis. 
•*  <  Gionos  P.  Jt.— By  his  royd  Ugh- 
ness  the  Prince  Ref^t^  in  the  name  and 
on  the  bdialf  of  his  majesty :  Whereas 
we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  revise 
the  rdes  and  rsgdations  under  which 
pensions  are  now  granted  to  the  widows 
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<  of  commissioDed  officers  of  our  labd 

*  forces^  and  to  confiixe  such  pensions  to 

*  those  apph'cants  who  shall  appear,  from 

<  the  state  of  their   pecuniary  ^rcum- 

*  stances,  to  be  proper  objects  of  our  royal 

<  bounty ;  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure,  and 

<  we  do  hereby  order  and  direct,  in  the 

<  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty, 

*  that  no  pension  shall  be  hereafter  granted 

<  to  the  widow  of  any  commissionea  officer 

<  of  the  land  forces  dying  subsequently  to 

*  the  25th  of  December  last,  who  shall 

*  have .  any  other  pension  from  govern- 

*  ment,  or  whose  annual  income  otherwise 

*  arising  shall  amount  to  double  the^rate 

*  of  pension  assigned  to  the  rank  of  her 

*  deceased  husband.    Given  at  our  court 

<  at  Carlton-house,  this  17th  day  of  Fe- 

<  bruary  1818,  in  the  fifly*eighth  year  of 

*  his  majesty's  reign.    By  command  of  his 

*  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the 
'  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  bis  majesty. 

'(Signed)  Palmerston. ' 
<<  This  House  doth  humbly  represent 
to  his  Royal  Highness,  that  the  pensions 
heretofore  regularly  allowed  to  the  widows 
of  the  officers  of  his  majesty's  land  forces, 
have  never,  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  officer  in  his  majesty's  service,  been 
practically  subject  to  any  such  conditions 
as  those  expressed  in  the  said  warrant, 
and  have  been  relied  upon  accordingly  by 
the  said  officers  as  a  certain  and  uncon- 
ditional provision  for  their  widows;  in 
consequence  of  which,  many  marriages 
have  oeen  contracted,  and  settlements 
hiade,  in  which  the  said  pensions  were 
calculated  upon  by  alt  the  parties  con- 
cerned, which  parties  will  be  irremediably 
wronged,  and  several  of  them  grievously 
distressed  by  the  operation  of  the  said 
Warrant : 

**  That  the  sale  of  commissions  being 
officially  permitted  in  the  army,  such 
transactions  have  been  exceedingly  nu- 
merous, in  all  of  which  the  unconditional 
pensions  have  been  taken  into  account, 
and  it  is  morally  impossible  that  the  pur- 
chasers should  ever  be  indemnified  for  the 
loss  they  will  have  sustained  on  the  dif- 
ference between  the  price  given  for  their 
commissions,  and  their  value  as  reduced 
by  the  said  warrant : 
^  <<  That  many  officers  have  laid  out  con- 
siderable sums  in  life-insurances  for  the 
advantage  of  their  widows ;  and  that,  like- 
wise, in  many  corps,  funds  have  been 
raised,  by  subscriptions  among  the  officers 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to 
the  widows  of  the  oJBceia  of  such  corps 
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certain  small  annuities,   the  benefit  of 

which  life-insurances  and  annuities  will  in 
many  instances  be  wholly  lost  to  the  said 
widows  if  the  said  warrant  shall  take 
effiict : 

<<  And  that  this  House,  though  deeply 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  curtailing  the 
national  expenses  at  the  present  crisis,  ia 
yet  humbly  of  opinion,  that  unless  sU 
other  means  of  retrenchment  are  totally 
exhausted,  it  is  no  less  irreconcileable 
with  the  justice,  than  unworUiy  of  the 
generosity  and  humanity  of  the  state,  to 
restrict,  by  any  conditions  whatever^ 
grants  of  such  small  amount,  to  persona 
peculiarly  helpless,  which  grants  have 
been  nobly  and  dearly  earned  by  the  va« 
lour  and  conduct  of  the  leaders  of  his 
majesty's  intrepid  and  victorious  troops : 

'<  That  this  House,  therefore,  dotb 
humbly  intreat  his  Royal  Highness  to 
cause  the  said  warrant  to  be  forthwith  en« 
tirely  revoked,  cancelled,  and  annulled.'* 

General  DalrympU  said,  he  rose  witb 
sincere  pleasure  to  second  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  friend.  The  measure  was  not 
founded  upon  any  sufficient  grounds,  at 
least  not  upon  any  known  to  him.  It  waa 
recommended  neither  in  the  report  of  the 
last  Finance  Committee,  nor  of  any  that 
preceded  it.  He  had,  independently  of 
his  own  experience,  consulted  with  many 
officers  of  the  army  on  tlie  subject,  some 
of  whom  had  passed  fifly  years  in  the  ser« 
vice,  and  who  all  declared,  that  tliey  were 
bred  up  in  the  expectation  of  not  only 
looking  to  the  liberality  of  their  sovereign 
and  country  for  an  adequate  pay,  but  that 
their  widows  were  also  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion on  their  decease.  He  should  there-^ 
fore  put  it  to  the  House  to  say,  whether, 
for  the  trifling  expected  saving  that  could 
arise  from  these  restrictions^  they  would 
impair  that  sense  of  gratitude  which  the 
army  uniformly  felt  for  the  extension  of 
its  bounty  I  It  was  to  be  recollected  that 
the  commissions  of  officers  were  often 
purchased  by  their  own  property.  Whea 
they  died  these  commissions  reverted  to 
the  Crown,  leaving  nothing  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased  but  the  pension.  On  the 
faith  of  these  pensions  matrimonial  en- 
gagements were  frequently  formed,  and 
when  an  officer  received  the  fortune  of  a 
lady,  the  prospect  of  even  such  a  provi- 
sion, in  case  of  death,  had  its  value*  He 
found  that,  by  the  21st  of  Charles  2nd 
pensions  were  first  granted  to  officers' 
widows.  At  that  oeriod  S^OOOL  was  de- 
voted to  this  laudable  purpose.    In  1$4'7, 
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when  the  anmy  was  to  be  diibanded,  an 
order  was  made  for  the  provision  of  sol- 
diers' widows,  and  of  maimed  soldiers. 
In  ]716|  a  special  provision  was  made  for 
the  widows  of  officers.    He  had  to  thank 
his  noble  fnend,   the  secretary  at  war, 
for  a  copy  of  the  warrant  of  queen  Anne, 
issued  in  1708,  by  which  a  limitation  was 
first  put  to  the  extension  of  the  widows 
pensions,  by  making  it  compulsory  on  the 
applicants  to  make  oath  that  they  had  not 
without  them  a  sufficient    competency. 
The  warrant  of  queen  Anne,  regulating 
the  amount  of  her  bounty  to  be  allowed 
to  officers  who  had  served  in  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  France,  provided   *'  that  all 
widows  of  officers  laying  claim  to  the 
same,  should  be  required  to  show  that 
they  had  no  pension,  allowance,  or  other 
provision  from  the  Crown,  nor  any  suffi- 
cient or  reasonable  maintenance  left  them 
by  their  late  husbands."    This  regulation 
had  been  m^de  more  than  a  hundr^  years 
ago,  fur  the  widows  of  officers  who  had 
served  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Sec,    No  men- 
tion was  made  of  the  widows  of  those  who 
had  served  in  Flanders,  but  it  was  not  to 
be  supposed  that  at  that  period,  four  years 
after  tne  battle  of  Blenheim,  they  were 
forgotten.     They  could  not  have  been 
less  provided  for ;  possibly  a  better  pro- 
vision was  made  for  them.     Yet  this  war- 
rant was  never  brought  into  operation ;  it 
remained  on  the  shelf  in  the  archives  of 
the  office  until  now,  after  a  period  of  one 
hundred-years,  it  was  about  to  be  revived. 
In  1717,  another  warrant  was  issued  by 
Georffe  1st  on  the  subject  of  pensions. 
It  related  to  the  army  in  general,  and 
upon  this  footing  the  matter  remained 
until  176S.    It  was  then  established,  that 
officers  widows  should  have    no    other 
provision  but  their  pension  in  England  or 
Ireland.      No   mention,    however,    was 
made  of  a  provision  from  their  husbands, 
and  it  was  clearly  omitted  on  purpose. 
IVevious  to  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  there  were 
cases  of  pension  so  strong,  and  so  much 
the  subject  of  complaint,  as  to  be  quoted 
even  at  the  present  day ;  but  no  regulation 
was  deemed  expedient  until  now,  with 
ren>ect  to  such  as  were  granted  to  officers' 
wiaows.    The  fiurt  was,  that  no  officer's 
widow  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  give 
an  account  of  her  circumstances,  the  ex- 
pectation of  receivinff  her  pension  uores- 
tiicted  had  been  justified  by  the  iminter- 
mpted  dependence  on  the  royal  bounty, 
and  under  such  circumstances  could  ue 
House  be  surprised  to  find  the  British 
(  VOL-  XXXVlll.) 


army  rely  on  its  continuance?     It  wai 
not  until  when  in  the  enthusiasm  of  recent 
triumphs,  the  liberality  of  the  sovereign 
and  the  country  had  been  so  extensively 
conferred  on  the  army,  that  any  disposi- 
tion was  manifested  to  interfere  with  these 
pensions^but  was  there  no  way  of  repair- 
mg  the  extravagance  of  national  gratitude, 
but  by  an  inroad  on  the  small  provision 
of  the  defenceless  widows  of  the  deceased 
officers  ?     He  was  as  ready  as  any  man 
to  subscribe  to  the  country's  demand  for 
economy  and  retrenchment,  but  he  could 
not  admit  that  the  proponied  measure  had 
any  claim  to  that  character.     It  was  a 
vexatious  test  to  put  to  those  who  really 
had  claims,  particularly  when  every  other 
class  of  pensioners  received  their  allow- 
ances, whether  earned  or  not,  without  any 
limitation  whatsoever.    He  entreated  the 
House  to  consider  this  question  on .  its 
own    intrinsic  merits,    and  without  any 
comparative  reference  to  the  uaval  ser- 
vice.    Such  comparisons  were  always  in- 
vidious.    The  House  would,    however, 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  commissions  in  the 
army  were  objects  of  purchase,  which  was 
not  the  case  with  commissions  in  the  navy. 
A  committee  had  been  appointed  by  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  revenue,  to  ex* 
amine  and    to   see .  what    retrenchment 
might  be  made,  consistently  with  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  public  service,  and  with 
the  honour  of  the  country.     No  regula- 
tion -  of  widows    pensions  was    recom- 
mended, or  even  mentioned,  by  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report.    No.  18  of  that 
report  related  to  county  warrants.   No. 
19  contained  a  recommendation  of  mo- 
deration in  granting  pensions,  but  it  evi- 
dently did  not  apply  to  those  of  officers 
widows ;   otherwise  it  would  appear  that 
the  committee  had  not  touched  upon  the 
threshold  .of  economy  until  they  came  to 
the  subject  of  widows  pensions.     It  was 
strange   that   when   by  a   county  war- 
rant, the  relatives  of  officers,  provided 
they  could  obtain  the  sanction  of  minis- 
ters, could  obtain  any  sum  from  the  royal 
bounty,  those  restrictions  should  be  in- 
terposed between  the  widow  and  her  pen- 
sion.   Sorely  when  the  eallant  and  heroic 
exploits  of  the  army  had  raised  their  own 
and    their   country's   character   to    the 
highest  pitch  of  national  glory,  the  so- 
vereign might  have  been  spared  the  mor- 
tification of  being  obligeid  to  issue  an 
order  that  went  to  limit  those  grants  of . 
bounty  which  had  comedown  unrestricted 
from  his  royal  ancestors,  and  for  which 
(2C) 
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the  liberality  of  parliament  had  annually 
provided,  without  the  alightett  dissent. 

Mr.  John  Smiih  supported  the  motion. 
The  warrant  appeared  to  him  unintelligi* 
b)e,  or,  if  he  understood  the  meaning 
rightly,  it  contained  a  giross  ii^ustice.  He 
believed  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  horse 
artillery  and  other  military  bodies,  had 
actually  appropriated  part  of  their  pay  to 
the  formation  of  a  widow's  fund.  Would 
it  not,  he  asked,  be  most  unjust,  if  the 
widows  of  the  persons  who  had  thus  sa- 
crificed their  pay  to  this  benevolent  pur- 
pose, were  told,  because  their  deceased 
nusbands  had  made  a  provision  for  them, 
coming  within  the  scope  of  Che  regulation, 
that  they  hod  therefore  no  claim  on  the 
bounty  of  the  country?  His  attention 
had  been  Erected  for  several  years  to  the 
general  condition  and  circumstances  of 
officers  widows,  who  he  thought  had  a 
peculiar  claim  upon  the  sympathy  of  the 
country,  being  in  many  instances  women 
of  ranic  and  education,  and  being  fre- 

Suently  left  by  their  husbands  in  a  very 
eploraUe  condition.  The  considerations 
of  a  moral  nature  which  had  been  alluded 
to  were  also  deserving  of  attention. 

Mr.    Frankhnd   Lewis  said,    though 
there  was  nothing  in  the  report  of  the 
finance   committee  on  this  subject,  yet 
hen.  gentlemen  were  not  therefore  to  sup- 
pose that  it  had  escaped  the  attention  of 
that  committee.    There  was  much  con- 
versation in  the  committee  about  it ;  and 
it  was  well  known  that  a  serious  misun- 
derstanding existed  between    tbe  army 
and  the  navy  upon  it,  which  had  given 
birth  to  many  pamphlets.    The  words  of 
the  act  were  the  san^e,  but  they  were  dif- 
ferently applied  to  each   service.     No 
class  of  men  deserved  better  of  theur 
countiythanthenavy.  It  was  therefore  the 
doty  of  the  committee  to  inquire  upon  what 
this  diftrence  was  grounded  between  the 
two  services— and,  on  examination,  they 
found,  that  pensions  were  granted  in  the 
navy  only  where  a  specific  case  of  neces- 
sity appeared^btttthat,  in  the  army,  tbe 
applicant  was  not  bound  to  prove  that 
any  necessity  existed.  They  felt  it  proper, 
therefore,  that  something  snould  ofi  done 
*to  remove  the  constant  heart-borning  that 
existed  between  the  two  services.     The 
committee  having  proceeded  thus  far,  lefi 
it  to  government  to  make  any  alteration 
that  might  be  considered  proper— and, 
ctrtmnly,  if  no  alteration  had  fa^n  made, 
they  would  have  reconsidered  and  fidly 
in? escigated  the  sul^t. 


Lord   Pahunton   observed,   that  the 
present  regulation  was  one  of  considerable 
modification.    The  original  warrant  stated 
that  those  widows  who  derived  firom  other 
sources  an  income  twice  as  great  as  the 
pension,  should  not  be  entitled  to  it;  it 
was  now  proposed  that  it  should  be  with- 
held only  from  those  who  had  an  income 
four  times  as  great ;  and  that  this  reguliH 
tion  should  not  be  applicable  to  the  wi- 
dovrs  of  officers  who  were  not  married  at 
the  time  it  was  issued.    This  got  rid  of 
one   of   the    greatest    objections  urged 
against  tbe  regulation ;    and  those  who 
married  hereafter,  knowing  this  regulation 
to  exist,  could  not  complam  of  any  breach 
of  faith.     With  respect  to  the  two  corpft 
of  artillery  and  engineers,  which  bad  been 
mentioned,  it  should  be  recollected,  ttmt 
they  were  under  the  control  of  the  board 
of  ordnance,  who  would  deal  with  them 
as  circumstances  warranted.     His  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  behind  him  had  shown, 
that  from  the  earliest  periods,  a  discre- 
tionary power  bad   been    exercised    in 
granting  these  pensions.    At  one  time  it 
was  required  that  the  widow  sliould  show 
she  was  unable  to  maintain  herself  without 
assistance.    At  another  time  the  colonel 
of  the  regiment  to  which  the  deceased 
officer  had  belonged,  or  some  other  res- 
ponsible person,  was  instructed  to  make  a 
report  to  the  secretary  at  war  respecting 
the  claims  of  his  widow.    It  was  dear, 
therefore,  that  the  principle  of  exercising 
a  discretionary  power  on  the  subject  had 
always  existed,  although  of  late  years  it 
had  not  been  carried  into  practice.    With 
respect  to  the  contributions  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  they  could  in  no  case 
amount  to  such  a  sum  as  would  purchase 
an  annuity  large  enough  to  debar  the 
widow  from  the  receipt  of  her  pension. 
The  question  as  to  where  this  regulation 
had  originated  had  been  answered  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last.    Though 
the  finance  committee  had  not  mentioned 
the  subject  in  their  report,  yet  it  was  with 
them  that  it  originateo.    The  case  dP  hdj 
Gillespie  had  l^en  mentioned.    The  al- 
lowance to  that  lady  was  granted  on  ac- 
count of  her  husband  having  been  killed 
in  action.    It  was  said  that  the  measure 
was  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  letter 
set  forth  in  the  finance  report.    But  inas- 
much as  the  increased  allowance  only  ex- 
tended to  marriages  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  the  warrant,  it  could  not  afbct 
any  thing  done  previously  to  that  time. 
One  ground  on  which  the  issuing  of  the 
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warrint  under  eoBtidenttioD  was  recom- 
mended  wat»  the  equalisation  of  the  two 
eernoes— the  army  and  the  naty.  For 
thii  ipurpote  the  regulations  reqiectioe 
Ihe  widows  of  naval  officers  were  rekxeo 
in  order  to  place  them  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  widows  of  officers  of  the 
army»  and  he  believed  that  on  that  verv 
day  an  order  had  been  issued  extend- 
ing the  aoMHmt  of  income  derived 
from  other  sources  which  should  bar  the 
widow  from  receiving  a  pension  to  four 
timM  the  amount  of  that  pension.  Some 
limit  it  had  always  been  found  necessary  to 
adopt,  although,  undoubtedly,  whatever'' 
that  limit  was,  there  might  always  be 
certain  oases  of  considerable  hardship 
which  it  did  not  comprehend.  There 
were  many  cases  in  which  it  was  ex- 
tremely painful  to  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  withholding  aid.  Where,  for  in- 
atttice,  the  aister.  or  the  relative^  not 
the  wife  of  a  deceased  officer,  had  been 
aupported  by  him  during  his  life,  it 
was  certainly  very  painful  to  be  obliged 
to  refuse  any  fsrther  benefit.  It  was 
very  distressing  to  the  Crown,  and  to  the 
aervaoU  of  the  Crown,  to  be  compelled  to 
have  recourse  on  these  subjects  to  strict 
and  confined  reculstions.  But  for  these 
regulations  that  House  and  not  the  Crown 
was  responsible.  They  had  been  forced 
on  the  Crown  by  the  tone  adopted  in  that 
House  on  the  subject  of  military  expen- 
diture, as  well  as  by  the  recommendations 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  finance.  The  new  regulation  was  in 
strict  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
order  of  1708 ;  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  he  could  not  help 
considering  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman as  entirelir  uncalled  for. 

Colonel  Stanhope  contended,  that  in- 
stead of  meting  out  the  dole  of  charity 
to  the  widows  of  our  brave  officers,  and 
making  them  almost  Bue  in  Jbrmd  pauperis 
for  the  means  of  subsistence,  it  would  be 
much  more  consonant  to  the  character  of 
a  great  country,  which  had  been  so  gal- 
lantly  defended  by  the  two  services, 
and  raised  by  their  united  exertions  to 
the  elevated,  rank  which  she  held  among 
the  nations  df  Europe,  to  give  it  to  them 
as  the  just  reward  of  the  past  services  of 
their  husbands.  Such  bounty  would  be 
twice  Uessed^it  would  bless  those  who 
gave  as  well  as  those  who  received.  So 
accorded^  even  half  the  present  allowance 
would  be  received  with  pride  and  satis- 
Action.    He  was  speakiiig  for  both  ser« 


vices.  He  confessed  that  he  had  profes- 
sional partialities ;  but  at  the  same  time 
he  certainly  believed  that  the  navy  was 
the  more  iquportant  branch—that  it  was 
the  strong  right  arm  of  the  country.  Ne- 
vertheless, it  appeared  to  him  to  be  im- 
possible to  assimilate  the  two  services,  on 
the  point  under  consideration.  The  sys- 
tem of  purchasing  in  the  army,  was  of 
itself  enough  to  put  it  on  a  footins  dif- 
.ferent  from  that  of  the  navy.  He  oenied 
that  this  was  a  ouestion  of  just  economy. 
—•No  man  could  feel  more  strongly  thsn 
himself  how  necessary  economy  was  to 
the  cbuntry.  But  there  was  a  real  and  a 
fidse  economy.  Niggardliness,  under  the 
name  of  economy,  did  essential  injury  to 
a  state,  and  compromised  its  best  inter* 
ests.«»Thie  economy  would  retrench  the 
luxuries  of  the  rich,  but  would  never  con^ 
descend  to  contaminate  itself  with  the 
crumbs  that  fell  from  the  tables  of  the 
poor. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  originaUy  the  fund 
out  of  which  the  widows  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy  received  their  pensions  was  not 
furnished  by  the  public,  but  was  formed 
by  contribntioos  deducted  from  the  pay  of 
aU  classes  of  the  navy;  to  which  was 
added  (which  was  still  continued),  a  sum 
obtained  by  a  regulation  similar  to  that 
stated  by  the  honourable  general  near 
him,  whose  speech  had  done  him  so  much 
honour,  as  existing  in  the  army.  In  every 
hundred  men  there  was  one  man  called  a 
widow's  man-«a  fictitious  man.  The  feet 
certainly  was,  that  of  every  hundred  men 
borne  on  the  books  of  the  navy,  but 
ninety-nine  were  efiective  seamen:  the 
hundredth  was  a  fictitious  man,  called  a 
widow's  man,  the  amount  of  whose  pay 
and  allowances  went  to  the  fund  for  the 
payment  of  widow's  pensions.  A  discre- 
tion had  always  exbted  on  this  subject. 
In  the  first  instance  it  was  confided  to  a 
corporation  composed  of  naval  officers. 
This  corporation  were  empowered  so  to 
divide  tlie  fund  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose, that  those  widows  who  wanted  it  the 
most,  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  the 
charity.  He  heanl  an  hon.  member  echo 
the  word  **  charity ;"  but  as  that  was  the 
term  used  in  the  charter  of  George  1st  he 
might  be  allowed  to  use  it.  The  first  li- 
mitation that  existed  on  the  subject  was, 
that  no  widow  should  receive  a  pension 
who  had  any  other  means  eoual  in  annual 
produce  to  that  pension.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  limitation,  the  fund  was  so  small 
fStM  in  seyeral  faistaaces  the  naval  corpo- 
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ration  were  obliged  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  the  pensions  in  general.  He  believed 
that  some  kind  of  similar  regulations 
attached  at  that  period  to  the  army ;  with 
this  exception,  that  the  Crown  kept  in  its 
own  breast  the  discretion  to  decide  on 
each  individual  cane  as  it  occurred.  When 
by  Mr.  Burke's  bill  the  fund  was  des- 
troyed, and  the  pensions  came  to  be 
charged  on  the  navy  estimates,  the  limi- 
tation until  that  period  existing  was  no 
longer  necessary.  Of  late  years  the  army 
had  stood  on  a  footing  different  from  the 
navy  in  this  respect.  One  cause  of  this 
difference  had  already  been  stated^:-4he 
purchase  of  coromissioos.  .  Another  cause 
which  had  not  yet  been  mentioned  was 
much  more  operative,  and  certainly  placed 
the  army  in  a  much  worse  situation  than 
the  navy.  It  was  this : — When  an  officer 
of  the  navy  died,  whether  he  was  at  the 
time  on  full  or  on  half  pay,  his  widow 
became  entitled  to  a  pension.  That  was 
not  the  case  in  the  army.  Formerly  the 
widow  of  no  officer  in  the  army  who  died 
while  on  half  pay,  was  entitled  to  a  pen- 
aion  ;  but  by  a  regulation  in  1806,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  widows  of  officers  who 
had  served  since  1 793,  should  receive  pen- 
aions,  although  their  husbands  had  died 
while  on  half  pay.  When  it  was  consi- 
dered that  half,  it  not  three-fourths,  of  the 
officers  of  the  navy  married  when  they 
were  on  half  pay,  the  prodigious  advantage 
which  the  navy  derived  from  this  difference 
would  be  very  manifest.  The  House 
would  understand  what  an  increase  of 
pensions  must  arise  in  the  navy  on  that 
Recount.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
entertained  great  doubt  whether  a  real 
assimilation  could  exist  between  the  two 
services.  At  the  same  time  he  was  willing 
to  admit,  that  it  was  a  very  complicated 
subject,  and  one  which  merited  some  in- 
quiry; and  he*  owned  that  he  should  be 
glad  to  see,  either  by  the  investigation  of 
the  finance  committee,  or  some  other 
means,  what  could  be  done  in  both  ser- 
vices. One  of  the  most  forcible  argu- 
ments which  he  had  heard  was,  that  the 
army  and  navy  were  not  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  the  army  paid  for  promotion ;  the 
navy  did  not  pay  for  it.  Now,  he  thought 
there  should  be  some  inquiry,  whether  it 
should  be  abolished  in  both  services,  or  in 
one  service,  or  not  at  all. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  warmly  reprobated  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  secretary  at  war, 
that  that  House  was  answerable  for  the 
jregulationii  which  had  taken  place  on  this 


subject.  This  was  a  most  extraoi 
assertion.  Because  that  House  ihouffht  iC 
their  duty  to  press  a  reduction  of  oar 
military  establisnment — because  it  strongly 
recommended  economy  in  the  details  and 
appointments  of  the  army,  the  noble  lord 
chose  to  assert  that  they  were  answerable 
for  regulations  of  this  sort,  emanating 
from  the  Prince  Regent,  and  over  which 
the  House  had  no  control.  The  noble 
lord  ought  to  recollect,  that  it  was  to  too 
expensive  military  establishments  that  ob- 
jections had  been  urged.  Did  the  noble 
lord  ever  hear  him  (Mr.  Calcraft),  or  any 
of  those  who  thougnt  with  him,  that  our 
military  establishment  ought  to  be  re- 
duced, recommend  a  more  niggardly  pro- 
vision either  for  wounded  soldiers  or  for 
the  widows  of  officers  ?  In  any  speech 
which  he  had  made,  he  defied  the  noble 
lord  to  point  out  a  single  sentence  to  that 
effect.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  one  who 
stood  up  in  defence  of  the  regulations  in- 
troduced by  his  lamented  friend,  Mr. 
Windham,  for  rendering  soldiers  more 
comfortable  after  certain  periodiof  service, 
nothing  being  farther  trom  his  opinion 
than  that  any  paltry  economy  should  be 
exhibited  in  cases  which  were  fit  for  the 
exercise  of  the  royal  bounty.  It  was  not 
to  be  endured  that  gentlemen  who,  by  the 
reduction  of  a  battalion  of  foot  or  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  might  save  a  sum  three 
times  as  large  as  was  necessary  for  the  re- 
quired purpose,  should  turn  round  and 
say  "  You,  the  House  of  Commons,  are 
responsible  for  these  regulations,  because 
you  wished  for  a  small  peace  establish- 
ment." Nothing  could  be  more  flimsy 
than  this  argument,  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  it  would  be  properly  appreciated  by 
the  House  and  the  country.  With  res- 
pect to  the  system  pursued  in  regard  to 
the  widows  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  be 
would  say  nothing.  The  two  services 
were  unquestionably  on  a  very  different 
footing.  They  were  alike  in  nothine  but 
in  the  glory  which  they  had  achieved  for 
their  country,  and  in  the  claims  which 
they  possessed  to  the  national  gratitude. 
To  those  who  were  maimed  in  our  service, 
and  to  the  widows  of  those  who  fell  in  our 
cause,  we  ought  to  show  a  iust  and  wise 
liberality.  Economy  in  other  respect! 
would  enable  us  to  do  so ;  and  it  was  for 
this,  among  many  reasons,  that  he  had  so 
often  and  wo  strongly  urged  the  necessity 
of  economy.  It  appeared  from  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noole  secretary  at  war, 
that  the  new  regidation  was  to  be  inopera- 
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live  on  those  widows  who  had  been  mar- 
ried at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  He 
could  not  see  on  what  principle  of  justice 
it  was  to  be  applied  to  the  widows  of  those 
officers  who  were  single  at  that  period. 
Those  officers  had  purchased  their  com- 
missions on  the  faith  of  having  their 
widows  provided  for,  should  they  marry 
and  die  before  their  wives.  The  same 
motive  that  influenced  government  to  do 
justice  to  half  the  army,  ought  to  induce 
ihem  to  do  justice  to  the  whole.  No 
argument  whatever  had  been  advanced  in 
aupport  of  a  perseverance  in  the  new 
system.  The  futility  of  that  derived  from 
considerations  of  economy,  he  trusted  he 
had  sufficiently  shown.  The  noble  lord 
who  so  lately  thought  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  in  a  sute  to  furnish  fifty  or  a 
hundred  thousand  a  year  to  princes,  could 
surely  not  maintain  that  they  were  incom- 
petent to  furnish  twenty  thousand  a  year 
to  the  widows  of  our  brave  officers.  He 
trusted  parliament  would  take  care  that 
when  these  gallant  men  went  into  the  field 
to  risk  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  the  state, 
they  should  do  so  with  the  full  confidence 
that  their  services  would  not  be  unheeded, 
and  that  if  they  should  fall  in  opposing 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  that  country 
would  have  sufficient  gratitude  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  of  those  lefl  unprotected 
by  the  patriotic  self-devotion  of  men,  but 
for  whose  valour  and  the  sacrifice  of  whose 
lives  there  would  now  have  been  no  free 
senate  in  this  metropolis  discussing  the 
nature  oi[  their  hapless  widows  claims.  If 
the  warrant  now  complained  of  was  re- 
acinded,  he  would  undertake  to  show,  to- 
morrow, five  hundred  ways  in  which  |he 
money  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  WUherforce  could  not  help  encou- 
r^ng  the  hope,  that  the  noble  lord  would 
find  himself  compelled  to  accede  to  the 
motion.  The  question  had  been  argued 
with  such  ability  by  those  hon.  members 
who  were  professionally  conversant  vrith 
it,  that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary  for  any 
one  else  to  add  a  single  word  upon  it.  He 
could  not  avoid,  however,  observing,  with 
respect  to  the  noble  lord's  declaration  that 
the  whole  House  were  implicated  in  the 
regulations  under  discussion,  because  they 
iiad  recommended  theadoptioo  of  economy 
by  government,  that  it  was  an  unjust,  un- 
wise, and  imkind  remark.  He  wished 
particularly  to  press  on  the  attention  of 
government  and  the  House,  the  propriety 
m  increasing  by  all  means  the  bonds  which 
Anm  tha  iddier  still,  more  closely  to  bis 


country;  and  taught  him  he  had  to. per- 
form the  duties  of  a  husband  and  a  parent, 
as  well  as  to  listen  to  those  more  alluring 
calls  of  a  profession  which,  while  it  stimu- 
lated him  to  deeds  of  desperate  valour 
and  lofty  ambition,  not  unfrequently 
seduced  into  the  paths  of  voluptuousness 
and  immoral  gratification.  It  was  cer- 
tainly desirable  to  hold  out  every  induce* 
ment  to  our  officers  to  form  such  connec- 
tions as  would  give  them  domestic  habits^ 
which  were  the  vital  principles  of  human 
happiness.  A  just  discriminatjon  ought 
to  be  exhibited  between  that  constitutional 
jealousy  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  entertain  towarda 
the  army  at  large,  and  that  mean  iealousy 
which  would  show  itself  in  diminishing  the 
comforts  of  the  individuals  of  whom  it  was 
composed.  He  was  anxious  that  every 
thing  should  be  done  for  both  services 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  country 
to  do ;  for  they  had  claims  on  the  national 
gratitude  which  it  would  be  impossible 
ever  to  satisfy ;  and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  but  hope,  that  the  noble  secretary 
would,  instead  of  looking  whether  there 
was  any  difierence  between  them,  accede 
to  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  reward 
their  exertions.  We  should  give  them  as 
much  as  we  could  afford  to  give,  and  he 
firmly  believed  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  were  not  in  so  utterly  ruined  a 
state,  as  to  require  the  measure  which  it 
was  the  object  of  his  hon.  fnend's  motion 
to  rescind. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  regulation  in  question  was  a  part 
of  that  system  of  economy,  adopted  in 
pursuance*  of  the  recommendation  of  par- 
liament. The  right  hon.  gentleman  here 
entered  into  a  detailed  history  of  the  limi- 
tations which  at  various  periods  had  taken 
place;  and  in  conclusion  observed,  that  if 
It  should  appear  to  be  the  pleasure  of 
parliament  to  extend  the  regulation  in 
question,  he  was  persuaded  that  it  would 
be  very  pleasing  to  the  Crown  to  cofh- 
ply  with  that  wish  fhear,  hear!].  At 
the  same  time,  he  could  not  avoid  saying 
that  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient 
to  ur^e  on  the  Crown  propositions  in  the 
way  in  which  they  were  introduced  in 
the  address  moved  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
which  address,  also,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  too  peremptory  and  dictatorid 
in  its  tone.  Collecting  that  there  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  House  in  favour  of 
abrogating  the  existing  regulation,  he 
recommended  th^  hop.  gentlemani  with  a 
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view  to  fadlittte  the  ftdoption  of  such  % 
fttep,  to  witlidraw  his  motioo  [loud  cries 
of  near^  hear!]. 

Mr.  Lyttdton  declared  that  he  bad 
never  heard  the  right  boa.  gentleman 
utter  any  thing  whica  gave  him  so  much 
pleasure  as  the  few  words  which  had  just 
nUen  from  him.  In  consideratioa  of  that 
pleasure,  he  would  forbear  from  animad- 
verting on  some  things  which  had  been 
alleged  in  the  course  of  the  debate;  being 
anziotts  to  confirm  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man in  his  res<4«tion  to  accord  mat  he 
considered  the  Just  claims  of  the  army. 
Before  be  withdrew  his  motion,  however, 
he  was  desirous  of  understanding  more 
distinctly  the  right  hon.  gendeman  s  views 
with  respect  to  any  further  proceeding  on 
tbe  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  thought  (he  measure  would  come 
with  a  better  grace  directly  from  the 
Crown. 

.  Mr.  Lyttdton  declared  his  readineu,  if 
the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  would  engage 
to  advise  the  Crown  to  rescind  the  regeda- 
tioa  in  question,  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  represent  to  the 
Crown,  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
sense  of  parliament  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  then,  with  leave  of  the 
Houscy  Withdrew  his  motion. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday,  April  29. 

Officbrs  Widows  Pensions.]  The 
Marquis  of  Lansdotvne  moved  the  printing 
of  the  returns  presented  yesteruay,  re- 
specting the  Pensions  of  the  Widows  of 
military  officers.  His  lordship  said,  that 
after  what  had  passed  upon  this  subject 
out  of  that  House,  he  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  their  lordships  with  any  motion 
req)ecting  these  pensions.  He  understood, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  feel- 
ing upon  the  subject,  the  warrant  to  which 
he  had  lately  alluded  respecting  these 
pensions,  and  which  took  effect  in  Decem- 
Der  last,  was  to  be  wholly  rescinded,  and 
that  the  widows  of  officers  were  to  be  en- 
titled to  their  pensions  as  heretofore.  He 
rejoiced  at  this  determination,  being  satis- 
fied that  any  savmg  that  could  have  been 
made  by  the  proposed  regulation,  would 
have  been  a  verv  paltry  economy,  and 
that  the  general  roeling  waa  deeidedl  v  in 
favour  or  the  allowing  these  widows  their 


|»ensions,  as  bad  hitherto  been  the  prac- 
tice; he  was  at  the  same  time  of  opinion^ 
that  it  wasmuch  better,  under  these  circum* 
Ktances,  that  the  proposed  boon  should  be 
derived  firom  the  Crown  than  in  any  other 
way.— -Whilst  upon  this  subject,  he  feit 
himself  called  upon  to  notice  a  re|;ulatioa 
in  the  navy,  of  which  he  was  not  till  lately 
aware*.  A  deduction  was  made  from  the 
pay  of  naval  officers  o£Sd.  per  dayi  whicb 
formed  part  of  the  fund  for  the  pensions 
of  their  widows.  Those  widows,  however^ 
at  the  time  of  claiming  their  pensions 
(except  those  on  the  compassionate  list)» 
were  obliged  to  swear  that  they  were 
single,  and  the  condUion  of  receiving 
their  pensions,  was  that  they  should  remain 
single.  He  could  discover  no  reason  why 
this  difference  should  exist,  nor  why  mar« 
riage  on  the  part  of  these  widows  should 
be  deemed  a  crime ;  it  being  clear,  that 
they  might  marrv  very  respectably  and 
very  properly,  though  without  adding 
matenally  to  their  incomes.  This  regu- 
lation did  not  apply  to  the  widows  of 
militarv  officers,  whose  subsequent  mar- 
riage did  not  a&ct  their  pensions,  and  he 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  it 
should  continue  applicable  to  the  widows 
of  naval  officers. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  in 
consequence  of  tbe  feeling  that  had  been 
manifested  upon  this  question,  the  subject 
would  be  re-considered,  with  a  view  to 
adopt  regulations  that  should  be  more 
generally  satisfiwtory.  He  could  not, 
however,  give  up  his  opinion  that  it  waa 
highly  desirable  to  assimilate  tbe  naval 
and  military  services  with  regard  to  the 
pensions  granted  to  the  widows  of  officers; 
and  he,  therefore,  thought  that  whatever 
was  granted  to  the  widows  of  military 
officers  ought  also  to  be  conferred  on  the 
widows  of  officers  in  the  navy.  Nor 
could  he  affree  in  an  argument  that  had 
been  urged,  that  the  purchase  of  commis- 
sions by  military  officers,  gave  their 
widows  any  preferable  right.  The  fact, 
was,  that  with  reference  to  political  rea- 
sons, the  allowing  officers  to  purchase  com- 
missions might  be  considered  to  be  for  tbe 
good  of  the  service ;  but  with  regard  to 
Uiem  individually,  the  allowing  them  so  to 
purehase  was  a  boon  conferred  upon  them. 
He  could  not  a^ee,  therefore,  that  it  gave 
them  any  additional  rights  compared  with 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  or  or  tbe  ord- 
nance. With  regard  to  what  had  been 
said  as  to  allowing  widows  their  pensions, 
notwithstanding  any  subsequent  marriage^ 
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he  entirety  agreed  upon  thie  point  with 
the  Dohle  nuurqutt. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  said,  be  had  not 
argued  on  a  former  occasioD^  nor  did  he 
now  mean  in  the  ilightett  degree  to  argue, 
that  the  pucchaBe  of  commissions  bj  offi- 
cers in  the  annj  ought  to  give  them  any 
adyantage  over  the  naval  service:  all  he 
meant  to  contend  was,  that  by  the  pur- 
chase they  acquired  a  claims  in  considera- 
tion of  the  contribution  of  a  part  of  their 
pay,  to  a  liberal  dealing  witn  regard  to 
the  pensions  to  their  widows. 

Lord  MtlvHU  said,  tlmt  with  regard  to 
the  contribution  by  naval  officers,  of  S^. 
per  day,  the  amount  so  contributed  bore 
DO  proportion  to  what  would  be  reared 
aa  an  insurance  to  secure  to  their  widows 
the  pension  granted  to  them  under  the 
existmg  regulations;  the  former  only 
amounting  to  about  31.  per  annum,  whilst 
the  insurance  to  secure  an  annuity  to  the 
widow,  equivalent  lo  the  pension,  would 
be  45/.  per  annum.  He  did  not  urge  this, 
however,  as  beine  in  the  slightest  degree 
an  objection  to  the  widows'  pensions ;  on 
the  eontrary,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
noble  marquis,  that  the  pensions  ou^ht  to 
be  continued  as  in  the  case  of  the  widows 
of  officers  in  the  army,  notwithstand- 
ing any  subsequent  marriage.  As  to  dis- 
tinctions in  the  services,  he  thoueht  it 
utterly  inconsistent  that  any  such  snould 
exist. 

The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Wednesday ^  April  29. 

Irish  Grand  Jury  Presehtments 
Bill.]  Mr.  C.  Butler  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
public  and  deliberate  investigation  of 
Grand  Jury  Presentments  in  Ireland. 
The^  hon.  gentleman  stated,  that,  in 
making  this  motion,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  interfere  with  any  measure 
which  it  might  be  the  intention  of  a 
n^ht  hon.  gentleman  absent  (Mr.  Vesey 
Fitsfferald)  to  introduce,  but  merely  to 
render  it  necessary  that  the  House  should 
consider  some  measure  of  this  description 
during  the  present  session.  That  there 
existed  some  necessity  to  place  a  more 
effectoal  control  on  the  disposal  of  public 
monev  in  local  granu  in  Ireland  wa3  ad- 
mitted, and  what  remained  to  be  done 
was  to  adopt  local  or  baronial  arrange- 
ments, by  which  the  public  expenditure 
would  be  properly  directed  and  applied. 


The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  m  a  bill  to  carry  this  purpose 
into  efieet* 

Mr.  Cooper  alluded  to  the  measowes 
which  had  oeen  already  taken  on  several 
occasions  to  ameliorate  the  practice  and 
■lode  of  dorog  the  business  of  the  grand 
juries  in  Ireland,  according  to  the  laws 
under  which  these  bodies  acted.  He  bad 
himself  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  the 
years  1 81 2and  181 3  in  bringing  this  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House.  In 
the  former  year,  his  proposition  was  car- 
ried ;  in  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  the 
tntrodnction  of  an  amendment  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  bill,  being  a  money 
ouestlon,  was  necessarily  abandoned.  But 
toe  attention  of  the  House  being  drstwn 
to  the  subject  a  peat  result  followed,  and 
through  the  exertions  of  a  most  distinguish^* 
ed  man,  now  unfortunately  no  more  (Mr* 
Horner^,  that  essential  measure  was  car* 
ried  which  placed  grand  juries  in  Irebaid 
on  the  same  footing  as  those  of  England^ 
namely,  admitting  them  to  receive  vkd 
voce  evidence,  instead  of  being,  as  was 
the  case  before,  restricted  to  written  in* 
formations.  This  act  had  been  most  bene- 
ficial in  its  operation,  and  it  was  his  inteii" 
tion  to  have  recommended  farther  mea« 
sures,  one  of  which  he  last  session  willingly 
relinquished  to  a  right  hon.  gentleman  not 
now  in  his  place. 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  when  a 
certain  return  which  had  been  ordered 
was  laid  before  tlie  House,  it  would  be 
seen,  that  the  abuses  .of  the  Irish  gmnd 
jury  svstem  had  rather  aggravated  than 
abated  since  the  subject  was  brought  be* 
fore  the  public  through  the  proceedings 
of  parliament.  According,  indeed,  to  his 
information,  and  he  had  reason  to  believo 
it,  those  who  had  the  power,  through  this 
abominable  system,  to  exact  from  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland,  had  only  become 
more  rapacious  as  the  termination  of  their 
power  appeared  to  approach.  But  it  waa 
impossible  that  such  a  system  of  denreda* 
tion  and  abuse  could  be  much  longer 
tolerated.  The  whole  of  this  depredation 
and  abuse  fell  upon  the  occupjring  tenants, 
who  were  of  late  subjected  to  a  degree  of 
taxation  not  at  all  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  original  grand  jury  system.  That 
system  was  confined  to  presentments  for 
roads  and  bridges  i  but  of  late,  grand 
juries  imposed  taxes  for  the  maintenance 
of  infirmaries,  dispensaries,  and  fever  hos- 
pitals, Stc.  The  support  of  hospitals  was, 
nowever,  become  indispensable,  espectaHy 
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of  late.  But  all  the  expence  was  charged 
upon  the  occupying  tenants,  while  the 
great  landlords,  who  lived  in  this  coun- 
try, and  drew  their  revenues  from  Ireland, 
contributed  nothing.  Many  of  those  land-* 
lords,  and  some  of  them  the  most  affluent 
of  the  absentees,  had  actually  refused  ta 
contribute  any  thine  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  fever  hospitals  in  Ireland,  notwith- 
standing the  notorious '  prevalence  of  a 
contagious  disease  in  that  country  for 
some  time  back.  The  House  must  hear 
of  such  a  fact  with  surprise.  The  gene- 
rous people  of  England  would  hear  of  it 
with  horror;  and  what  must  be  the  feeling 
which  it  would  excite  among  the  people 
of  Ireland,  he  need  not  describe  [Hear, 
bear!].  The  resident  gentlemen  of  Ire* 
land  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  miti- 
gate the  calamity  which  afflicted  their 
poor  countrymen;  but  what  must  they 
think  of  the  insensibility  of  the  wealthy 
landlords  to  whom  he  alluded  I  He  men- 
tioned the  conduct  of  those  landlords  thus 
freely,  and  gave  it  so  much  publicity,  in 
the  hope  that  such  publicity  might,  by 
exciting  some  sentiment  of  shame,  pro- 
duce a  disposition  to  remorse  and  atone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Croker  agreed  in  the  necessity  of 
amending  the  grand  jury  system  in  Ire- 
land, but  yet  he  submitted  to  the  gentle- 
men who  undertook  the  task,  whether  it 
were  not  better  to  proceed  step  by  step 
in  such  a  course.    The  system  was  too 
wide  and  complicated  to  be  swept  away 
bv  a  cut  and  dry  measure  of  this  kind. 
The  edifice,  they  all  agreed,  wanted  re- 
pair ;  bnt  instead  of  being  thrown  down 
as  a  whole,  the  repairs  should  be  gradually 
and  successively  applied.  They  would  then 
avoid  that  sort  of  precipitate  legislation 
into  which  they  had  fallen  not  a  long  time 
past,  where  the  first  act  of  one  session  was 
to  repeal  the  last  of  the  preceding  one. 
A  gradual  course  would  be  found  more 
practically  effective;  and  this  mode  of 
proceeding  had  the  concurrence  of  that 
distinguished  individual,  whose  loss  every 
good  man  deplored  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  and 
who  was  in  fact  taken  from  them  on  the 
night  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  was 
under  consideration.    The  plan  of  gradual 
amelioration  had  the  sanction  of  the  la- 
mented individual  to  whom  be  had  alluded, 
and  no  man  was  a  better  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  proceeding  in  this  respect.    He 
who  wished  to  go  safely  and  surely  through 
the  business,  must  aaopt  a  gradual  and 
practical  course.     The  bon.  gentleman 


concluded  by  poindog  out  the  proprietor 
of  some  measure  which  would  leave  the 
grand  jury  presentments  from  one  assizes 
to  the  next,  for  the  purpose  of  admitting 
intermediate  inquiry  into  the  proposed 
worka. 

Sir  F.  Flood  was  glad  that  something 
was  likely  to  be  done  this  session  for  Ire- 
land—a country  that  could  not  bear  the 
heavy  charges  entailed  upon  her  local 
arrangements*  He  particularly  condemn- 
ed the  arrangements  proposed,  but  not 
carried  into  e&ct,  in  the  case  of  the  thirty- 
five  civil  engineers,  who  were  to  guard,  to 
overlook,  and  control  the  business  of  the 
grand  juries.  This  unjustifiable  mode  of 
control  was  found  so  absurd  and  imprao- 
ticable,  that  it  became  necessary,  when 
parliament  re-assembled,  immediately  to 
suspend  it.  He  expressed  his  readinesa 
to  support  any  measure  which  went  to 
ameliorate  and  improve  the  machinery  of 
the  grand  jury  system,  without  al  the 
same  time  going  to  its  total  subversion. 

Sir  C.  Monck  regretted  that  the  lawa 
of  Ireland  were  not  more  closely  assimi- 
lated to  those  of  England,  now  that  both 
countries  were  united ;  at  least  so  far  as 
the  assimilation  could  be  made  contt»- 
tently    with    local    arrangements.      He 
thought,  for  instance,  it  would  be  desir- 
able that  the  spirit  and  system  of  both 
should  be  made  to  correspond,  by  the 
enactment  of  some  standing  order,  which 
would  render  it   imperative    upon    any 
member  introducing  a  new  measure  at 
variance  with  this  principle,  first  to  show 
a  sufficient  reason  for  departing  from  this 
salutary  course,  and  admitting  the  dis- 
tinction in  the  particular  case.    He  par- 
ticularly regretted  the  difierence  there 
seemed  to  be  in  the  structure  of  grand 
juries  in  England  and  Ireland:   in  the 
latter  they  formed  a  sort  of  provincial 
parliaments,  exercising  the  power  of  levy- 
mg  money  as  they  pleased ;  while,  in  tbe- 
former,  they  were  the  grand  inquest  of 
the   county,   detecting   and   preventing 
abuses  where  they  were  found  to  exist, 
and  acting  under  the  eye  of  judicial  au- 
thorities.   Grand  juries  were  the  last  of 
all  bodies  who  should  have  the  power  of 
levying  money  for  public  purpcMes.   Their 
very  constitution  was  an  objection  to  their 
having  this  power.   The  sheriff  nominated 
the  grand  fury,  and  was  himself  the  no- 
minee of  the  Crown.    Besides,  the  grand 
jury    consisted   of  a   limited   number; 
enough  perhaps,  in  some  cases,  for  ob- 
taining and  exercising  local  ioformation^ 
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but  not  80  in  otbers,  where  a  greater 
variety  of  attentive  duties  should  be  per- 
forroed*  If  they  were  to  haTe  this  power, 
instead  of  emanating  from  the  Crown,  the 
grand  juries  should  be  electire.  Those 
whom  they  have  the  power  to  tax  should 
tkave  some  share  in  the  election  of  those 
who  were  to  enact  the  impost,  or  else 
the  two  duties  of  taxing  and  correcting 
abuses  should  be  kept  wholly  distinct, 
and  a  different  body  appointed  to  execute 
them.  He  was  for  a  gradual  amelioration 
of  the  system.  When  grievances  became 
complicated  and  of  long  standing,  a  gra- 
dual abolition  was  perluips  the  surer  way 
of  remedying  the  evil,  a  sweeping  course 
often  did  more  harm  than  good.  All 
agreed  that  the  edifice  was  ill  constructed, 
and  the  only  question  was,  how  it  should 
be  pulled  down. 

.  Mr.  Pamellf  in  allusion  to  the  sums  ex- 
pended in  making  roads,  thought  that 
where  these  improvements  were  wanted, 
the  levying  of  money  to  carry  them  into 
eflSect  was  a  local  advantage,  and  imme- 
diately repaid  the  original  expenditure. 
He  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  pro- 
ceeding gradually  and  effectively  in  the 
progress  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Chichester  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  what  had  tallen  from  the  hon.  member 
for  Northumberland,  whep  he  stated  his 
wish,  that  all  legislative  measures  for  Ire- 
land should  be  considered  by  the  House, 
not  as  mere  local  questions,  out  that  they 
should  in  all  cases  be  framed  in  the  same 
apirit,  and  with  the  same  principle,  which 
pervaided  the  laws  of  Great  Britain.    He 
could  not,  however,  agree  with  him  in  his 
general    remarks,  wiui    respect    to    the 
powers  which  had  for  so  many  years  been 
▼ested  in  grand  juries,  of  local  taxation 
for   county  purposes.     The    money  so 
levied    returned    to    the    districts    from 
whence  it  bad  been  received,  and  the 
Forks  directed  by  the  grand  juries,  by 
affording  labour  and  occupation  to  tKe 
poor,  contributed  greatly  to  their  benefit 
and  support.    He  was  not  aware  of  any 
discontent  existing  in  those  counties  with 
which  he  was  immediately  acquainted, 
from  the  exercise  of  those  powers,  which 
he  trusted  might  be  so  regulated  and 
guarded  by  the  proposed  bill,  as  to  be  in 
every  respect  unobjectionable. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

LoAH  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  going  into  a  comnMttee  on  the 
Loan  Bill, 
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Mr.  Grenfell  observed,  that  although 
he  had  not  had  the  opportunity,  when  the 
measure  was  discussed,  to  proceed  at 
length  into  the  detail  of  his  opinions,  he 
begged  now  to  state,  that  his  bbjectiona 
to  the  plan  remained  unchanged.  He 
could  neither  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  nor  the  country  on  the  merits 
of  the  financial  arrangement  which  he 
had  concluded.  His  principal  object  in 
rising  then  was,  to  give  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  move  in  the  committee,  that  the 
clause  granting  to  the  Bank  of  England 
the  sum  of  2(k/.  on  every  100/.  of  the  loan 
for  three  millions,  and  of  lOd.  on  every 
100/.  of  the  twenty*seven  millions  of  ex- 
chequer bills,  be  wholly  expunged  from 
the  bill.  He  should  then  prove  to  the 
committee,  that  no  adequate  service  was 
performed  by  the  Bank,  which  could .  ia 
justice  entitle  them  to  such  a  remunera- 
tion ;  but  that,  trifling  as  it  was,  it  ought, 
with  reference  to  the  other  very  large 
sums  paid  by  the  country  to  the  Bank,  to 
be  performed  gratuitously.  When  the 
finance  committee  was  appointed,  he,  in 
common  with  many  other  gentlemen,  ex- 
pected that  the  transactions  between  the 
government  and  the  Bank  would  be  fully 
mvestiffated.  In  that  hope,  at  least  for  a 
time,  be  had  been  disappointed.  The 
consequence  was,  that  he  was  actually 
forced,  as  occasions  presented  themselves, 
to  take  up  the  subject  by  piece-meal. 
Under  that  impression,  when  the  clause  to 
which  he  alluded  was  under  consideration, 
it  was  his  intention  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  committee  upon  it. 

Mr. «/.  p.  Grant  availed  himself  of  the 
present  opportunity,  it  being  the  last  that 
would  offer,  not  only  to  state  his  decided 
objection  to  the  financial  arrangement  of 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, but  to  express  his  surprise  that  now, 
in  the  third  yeac  of  peace,  the  country 
was  about  to  incur  the  burthen  of  an  in- 
creased debt  of  fourteen  millions.    In  the 
first  year  of  peace  we  had  borrowed  four- 
teen millions,  though  there  remained  seven 
millions  of  the  unappropriated  grants  from 
the  former  year ;   in  tbe  second  year  we 
borrowed  between   twelve  and    thirteen 
millions^  and  in  this  year  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  proposed  to  borrow  14,000,000/. 
while  the  income  of  the  country  available 
to  the   public  service  did  not   exceed 
6,700,000/.     And  yet,  with  this  state  of 
things  pressing  on  bis  consideration,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  thought 
proper  to  furnish  parliament  with   any 
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statement  of  his  intentions,  or  hoir  pro- 
vision was  to  be  made  for  future  years. 
Was  the  country  to  proceed  funding  loans 
in  a  period  of  peace ;  while  the  only  satis- 
faction that  it  received  was,  to  know  that 
the  interest  of  such  loans  was  provided 
for,  not  by  taxation,  but  by  the  proceeds 
of  the  sinking  fund  ?  Was  it  possible  to 
go  on  under  such  a  system,  with  an  in- 
come not  bearing  a  proportion  of  one-third 
to  the  public  expenditure?    It  was  too 
much  to  hope,  indeed  there  was  no  hope, 
that  such  a  system  could  continue.    With- 
out any  settled  plan  of  apportioning  the 
expenditure  to  the  income,  he  could  not 
conceive  what  advantage  could  be  derived 
iVom  a  nominal  sinking  f\ind,  where  the 
country  was  obliged   to  borrow  what  it 
paid  off.    No  man  of  common  sense,  in 
the  affairs  of  private  life,  could  be  im- 
posed on  by  such  a  delusion.    He  enter- 
tained the  highest  respect  for  the  inten- 
tions of  the  right  lion,  gentleman,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  felt  that  it  was  impossible 
the  country  could  continue  every  year 
borrowing  for  the  expenses  of  the  year. 
By  the  present  arrangement,    the  right 
hon.  sentleman  levied  three  millions  at  a 
Yery  lar^e  rate  of  interest,  and  he  pre- 
sumed  he  would    issue  eleven  millions 
additional  exchequer  bills.    To  what  pur- 
pose all  this  complicated  macfaineiy?   It 
was  to  throw  a  veil,  and  that  a  very  thin 
one,  over  the  countrv.    He  felt  it  to  he 
his  duty  to  remove  that  veil ;   not  for  the 
purpose  of  inspiring  fear,  but  of  imparting 
conndence-^a  confidence  that  could  only 
be  revived  by  at  once  looking  the  danger 
in  the  face.     If  the  least  prospect  had 
presented  itself  of  its  being  the  intention 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  pro- 
pose   any    permanent    arrangement,    he 
should  not  have  troubled  the  House ;  but 
as  from  any  thing  that  had  been  stated,  or 
could  be  gathered,  there  was  no  prospect 
of  such  intention,  he  must  again  protest 
against  a  system  calculated  to  plunge  the 
country  into  still  greater  difficulties. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
had  for  several  years  been  in  the  habit  of 
makmg  similar  observations  to  those  he 
had  just  made.  For  his  part,  he  only 
knew  two  ways  of  obtaining  money  for  the 
public  service,  namely,  levying  taxes  or 
obtaining  it  as  a  loan.  Let  it  1^  inquired 
then,  what  had  been  the  result  of  those 
financial  measures  with  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  had  found  fauh.  It 
was   true;   that  within   the   la«t  three 
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years,  the  unfunded  debt  had  increased 
18,000,000/.,  but  within  the  same  period, 
there  had  been  cancelled  a  sum  of 
15,000,000/.  of  capital  debt,  and  it  would 
be  found  that  on  looking  to  the  difference 
of  the  money  price  of  stocks  since  that 
period,  and  taking  every  thing  into  ac« 
count,  it  would  be  found  at  the  end  of  the 
year  that  there  was  a  saving  of  4O,000,000iiL 
to  the  nation.  The  hon.  and  learned 
member  had  put  a  case  to  the  Hoose» 
from  which  he  endeavoured  to  show  that 
there  could  be  no  saving.  In  the  event 
of  a  man  in  debt  borrowing  annually 
10,000/.  and  only  applying  a  single  sum 
of  10,000/.  to  pay  it  off,  there  certainly 
would  be  a  saving  equal  to  the  debt. 
But  if  that  man  were  to  show  that  in  three 
years  he  had  borrowed  30,000/.  and  that 
within  the  same  period  he  had  liquidated 
a  sum  of  sixty  thousand,  it  would  make  a 
case  different  from  that  which  the  hon* 
and  learned  member  pointed  out.  By  the 
operation  of  the  present  system,  althouffh 
a  fresh  issue  of  exchequer-bills  would  oe 
thrown  Into  circulation,  a  very  large 
amount  would  be  withdrawn,  and  con* 
verted  into  stock.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
he  calculated  that  the  result  of  the  ac« 
counts  would  show  a  reduction  of  the 
ftmded  debt  to  the  extent  of  15,000,000/1, 
and  of  the  unfunded,  to  that  of  all  die 
addition  which  it  was  now  receiving.  As 
to  what  was  said  of  his  concealmg  his 
financial  plans,  he  had  only  to  observe,  as 
he  had  said  on  former  occasions,  that  he 
would  at  a  proper  time  lay  them  before 
the  House ;  and  however  terrible  the  pre* 
dictions  of  the  boo.  and  learned  gentle- 
man might  be  as  to  the  future,  he  should 
not  be  deterred  by  them,  and  would  only 
observe,  that  that  hon.  and  learned 
member  was  rather  unhappy  in  his  at* 
tempts  to  remove  the  veil  of  futurity. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee.  On  the  clause  respecting  the 
allowance  tp  the  Bank  for  management, 

Mr.  GrenfeU  said,  that  in  order  to  im- 
press the  committee  with  the  particular 
nature  of  the  clause  to  which  ne  ffelt  it 
his  duty  to  call  his  attention,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  state  the  subject  historically. 
He  believed,  that  in  all  former  bills  of 
that  kind,  it  had  generally  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  House.  What  the  nature 
of  the  service  was  for  which  the  Bank  re- 
quired this  remuneration,  he  was  enabled 
to  state  clearly,  having  been  a  subscriber 
to  most  of  the  loans  that  had  been  ne- 
gociated.    The  Bank  were  in  the  habit  of 
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reoeimg  the  deporitt  of  the  sabscribem 
to  the  looDi  at  the  ^riods  fixed  for  that 
purpoMi  and  of  giving   them   receipts, 
which  were  subsequentlj  made  aVailM>le. 
Thia  constituted  one  branch  of  the  ser- 
yioe.    Hie  remaining  duty  was^  when  in« 
dtviduals  were  enabled  to  anticipate  their 
deposits,  to  calculate  the  discounts,  and 
aUow  them.    Such  was  the  sum  of  ser- 
vice performed  hj  the   Bank.      Wheoi 
therefore,  the  committee  recollected  this 
nature  of  the  other  transactions  existing 
between  the   oouatry  ^and  the  Bank**^ 
when  it  recollected  the  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money  that  it  had  al 
various  times  in  its  hands,  belongmg  tb 
the  public,  and  for  whidi  no  interest  wa4 
Mid«-when  it  recollected  the  aums  paid 
for  the  management  of  the  Idebt*«4mfc| 
d>of  e  all,  when  it  recdkcted  that  every 
9ew  loan  laid  the  foundatioa  for  a  permsii 
BOAt   charge,  it  must  feel  surprised  at 
hearisff  that  a  remuneration  was  also  to 
be  paid  for  the  trifling  service  which  he 
bad  stated    [Hear,  hear!].     The  com- 
nultee  were  not  probably  aware  of  the 
toUU  amount  of  wnat  the  Bank  had  re» 
eeived    under   this   bead,  for   the   last 
twenty -five  years.    He  had  not  himself 
at  present,  an  account  for  that  length  of 
time,  but  he  had  the  account  for  the  last 
27  years  of  the  war,  and  the  committee 
would  hear  with  surprise,  that  under  the 
&ead  of  fees,  there  was  paid  out  of  the 
Bttblic  purse  to  the  Btok  of  England,  no 
leas  a  sum  than  S^OOOf.    Such  was  the 
amount  paid  for  this  inconsiderable  trifling 
service.     Originally  these  fees  were  in- 
tended for  the  Bank  clerks.    They  now 
w%te  shared  amongst  the  proprietors.    It 
was  his  wish,  ihat  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangements with  Uie  Bank  should  have 
been  discussed  in   a   committee  of  the 
House*    During  the  two  former  sessions, 
he  had  pressed  the  subject  on  the  consi- 
deration  of  parliament.    That  year  he 
had  abstained  from  the  discussion,  under 
the  belief  that  the  subject  would  be  in- 
vestigated in  the  committee  of  finance. 
From  the  very  nature  of  its  construction, 
be  was  justified  in  that  expectation,  con- 
firmed  as  it  was  by  what  had  fallen  last 
session  from  his  hon.  friend  the  member 
for    Corfe    Castle.    He   had,    however, 
aiace  been  given  to  understand,  that,  in 
eoosequence  of  the  earnest  suggestions 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the 
censmittee  were  not  likely  to   enter  on 
that  investigation,  on  the  ground  of  its 
'  intetibiiiig  with  certain  negotiations.    He 


was,  thereforei  as  he  had  before  stated, 
driven  to  take  up  the  subject  by  piece- 
meal. He  trusted  that  tlie  vote  of  the 
conunittee  would  (altogether  expunge  the 
clause  from  the  bill.  The  whole  amount 
of  what  was  proposed  to  pay  to  the  Bank 
on  the  9^000,00u.  loan,and  the  27iO(X)>000/. 
exchequer  bills^  was  1$,200/.  No  incon- 
siderable Slim.  Besidesj  it  was  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  this  was  the  first 
time  a  charge  of  fees  was  ever  made  on 
the  funding  of  exchequer  bills.  Whether 
this  was  to  mark  the  determination  of 
the  Bank  to  evince  that  all  opposition  to 
their  systeni  was  useless,  and  as  a  triumph 
over  him,  he  did  net  know;  but  he 
trusted  the  committee  would  expunge  the 
obnoxious  clause.  He  concluded  with 
moving  to  that  effect. 

The  CkanceUor  ef  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  never  in  bis  contemplation  to 
withhold  so  considerable  a  branch  of  the 

KMic  expenditure,  as  the  transactions 
ween  the  country  and  the  Bank,  from 
the  investigation  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee. Though  he  felt  that  it  woidd  be 
inexpedient,  from  the  delay  it  would  pro- 
duce in  certain  arrangements,  to  enter  on 
that  investigation  at  present,  he  still  fidt 
that  there  was  no  place  where  the  subject 
could  be  more  accurately  and  impar- 
tially investigated  than  in  toat  committee. 
With  respect  to  the  clause  particularly 
adverted  to  in  the  motion  of  the  horn 
member,  he  had  to  state,  that  the  chaise 
made  by  the  Bank  was  sanctioned  by  in- 
variable custom.  Since  the  Revolution, 
in  all  transactions  of  the  kind  it  had  been 
allowed,  and  indeed  a  higher  rate  had 
been  allowed  when  loans  were  negociated 
with  the  South  Sea  company.  He  did 
not  therefore  feel  himself  justified,  with- 
out inquiry  or  previous  deliberation,  to 
reAise  a  charge  which  could  thus  plead 
immemorial  usage.  The  Bank  not  only 
received  the  deposits,  but  were  judges  of 
the  whole  transaction.  It  was  true  that 
there  was  a  new  feature  in  the  present 
arrangement,  in  the  allowance  on  the 
funding  of  excheouer  bills.  Were  it  aA 
ordinary  case  ot  funding,  no  charge 
would  nave  been  made  or  allowed,  and 
the  duty  would  have  been  performed  at 
the  exchequer  office.  But  the  present 
was  a  complicated  case,  where,  by  the 
transfer  of  stock,  a  new  fiind  was  created. 
The  Bank  would  have  to  keep  the  ac-* 
counts,  and  to  incur  a  great  responsibiUty, 
for  which  they  were  entitled  to  remune- 
ration.   Tliey  would  have  lo  form  a  new 
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•office,  and  to  provide  other  clerks.  When 
the  whole  of  the  service  was  considered, 
there  existed  even  plausible  reasons  for 
regulating  the  oharge  as  if  it  were  on  the 
loan  of  thirty  millionsi  but  to  that  view 
he  had  obiected. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  he 
knew  the  present  financial  system  was  a 
complicated  one,  and  on  that  ground  it 
was  that  he  objected  to  it,  as  its  compli- 
cated nature  was  injurious  to  the  public, 
by  throwing  the  management  of  dealings 
in  the  funds  into  the  hands  of  jobbers 
and  others,  who  would  be  likely  to  de* 
ceive  the  public.  Such  was  the  manage- 
ment of  the  chancdlor  of  the  exchequer, 
that  he,  to-day,  presented  one  plan,  to- 
morrow another,  and  so  on,  till  the  public 
could  not  form  any  idea  of  what  his  mea- 
aures  were.  Such  a  system  was  undoubt- 
edly a  bad  one,  and  one  which  he  could 
not  support.  He  thought  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  allow  the  Bank  the  proposed 
sums,  and  he  would  therefore  support  his 
hon.  friend's  motion. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  ob* 
served,  that  whether  a  more  open  loan 
would  have  been  better  or  not  in  some 
respects,  the  charge  in  that  case  for  ma- 
nagement would  have  been  considerably 
greater.  With  regard  to  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet's observations  on  the  subject  of  the 
jobbers  of  the  Stock-exchange,  and  the 
influence  exercised  by  them  on  the  condi- 
tions of  the  loan,  he  could  fairly  state, 
that  there  never  was  an  operation  of  this 
nature  effected  more  completely  in  de- 
fiance of  their  endeavours.  He  did  not 
wish  to  speak  iniuriously,  but  the  whole 
difficulty  which  had  been  experienced 
proceeded  from  the  machinations  of  that 
class  of  persons.  The  modifications 
which  had  been  introduced  into  the  ori- 
ginal proposals  had  not  increased  the 
charge  for  the  public  a  single  shilling ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  had  caused  upon  the 
whole  transaction  some  diminution  of  in- 
cidental expense. 

Mr.  «/.  P,  Grant  said,  that  by  trans- 
ferring the  three  per  cents  to  the  three- 
and-a-half,  there  was  no  gsin  to  the  pub- 
lic. On  the  three  million  loan,  and  the 
funding  of  27  millions  of  exchequer  bills, 
the  fianjc  were  allowed  a  certain  sum. 
The  question  then  was,  whether,  on  the 
whole,  there  was  a  less  expense  incurred 
to  the  public  than  by  the  ordinary  means 
of  raismg  a  loan  ? 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
Mrvedi  that  it  was  impoisible  to  have  a 
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loan  by  the  ordinary  means  at  a  lower  rate 
than   that   he   had   proposed  to  them* 
There  were  three  sorts  of  allowance  on 
loans,  first,  on  the  loan  of  S  milUoos  ; 
second,  on  the  funding  of  exchequer  bill^ 
and  third,  on  the  tranfer  of  stock.     Oa 
the  two  latter  of  which  the  allowance  to 
the  Bank  was  at  half  the  usual  sum. 

Mr.  Grenfdl  observed,  that  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  stated,  that 
this  was  a  charge  established  by  imoie- 
morial  usage.     Now,  if  this  charge  was 
founded  on  any  thing  like  equity  or  jua- 
tice,  let  it  remain ;  but  if  antiqui^  only 
could  be  urged  in  its  favour,  be,  for,  one 
should  object  to  it.     Did  not  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  know,  that  at  the  rate  of 
S4  millions  there  would  be  a  permanent 
charge   of  10,000/.   per  annum  on  the 
country  ?   This  was  a  charge  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  moderation,  and 
equity;  nay,  he  would  say,  that  it  was 
strongly  indicative  of  that  rapacity  which 
had  long  characterized  the  whole  of  the 
transactions   of  the   Bank.      The   term 
<<  rapacity''  might  appear  harsh  to  some« 
but  it  was  an  expression  which  he  had 
borrowed  from  a  lamented  friend,  a  great 
ornament  of  that  House,  (Mr.  Homer K 
and  he  could  use  no  other  word  on  tfaia 
occasion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  hon.  member  had  fallen  into  an 
error.  He  had  stated  that  the  charge  to 
the  country  would  be  10,000/.  per  annum ; 
but,  as  27,000,000/.  of  stock  would  be 
cancelled,  on  which  the  Bank  would 
lose  their  charge,  the  increase  would  be 
only  2,000/. 

Mr.  Grenfell  said,  he  did  not  under- 
stand this  argument.  It  was  true  that 
27,000,000/.  of  3  per  cenU  would  be  con- 
verted into  27,000,000/.  of  Sf  per  cents, 
on  which  there  would  be  no  charge ;  but, 
then,  there  were  to  be  funded  27,000,000/. 
of  exchequer-bills,  which  were  equal 
to  SiffiOOjOOOl.  of  stock ;  and  calculaung 
them  at  300/.  a  million,  it  was  evident  that 
the  Bank  must  receive  something  like 
10,000/. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  ra- 
ther believed  that  he  was  wrong  in  his 
former  statement.  He  had  mistiucen  the 
27,000,000/.  of  excheouer  bills  for  stock. 
Mr.  Bankes  was  or  opinion,  that  the 
allowances  made  to  the  Bank  for  their 
conduct  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the 
government  ought  to  be  investigated,  and 
It  appeared  to  him  that  more  particularly 
the  commission  to  be  granted  them  in  the 
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present  instance^  on  fanding  exchequer 
bills  was  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry;  out 
he  did  not  think  that  the  powers  of  the 
Finance  Committee  were  Bu£Bcient  to 
enable  them  to  sift  the  subject  thoroughly. 
A  division  then  took  place:  For  the 
clause,  46 ;  Against  it,  31 :  Majority,  15. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  April  SO. 

Imprisonment  for  Small  Debts  in 
SCOTI.AND.]  Mr.  Finlau  rose  to  move 
tor  a  return  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
confined  for  Small  Debts  in  the  several 

Sriscms  of  Scotland.    He  said,  he  had  no 
oubt  that  when  that  return  was  laid  be- 
ibre  the  House,  it ^  would  so  forcibly  in- 
terest its  humanity,  as  to  urge  the  imme- 
diate adoption  of  alegislative  measure  upon 
the  subject.  In  the  preparation  of  that  mea- 
sure, he  hoped  for  the  assistance  of  those 
learned  gentlemen,  whom  he  had  then  in 
his  eye.    The  House,  he  was  persuaded, 
could  hardly  imagine  the  degree  of  misery 
which  the  prisoners  alluded  to  were  con- 
demned to  sufier,  and  when  the  numbers 
who  thus  suffered  were  taken  into  account 
combined  with  the  insignificant  debts  for 
which  they  sufiered,  its  astonishment  mast 
be  excited,  while  its  feeling  must  be  se- 
verely afflicted.    In  the  prisons  of  Glas- 
gow alone  there  were  last  year  no  less 
than  93  persons  confined  for  sums  under 
one  pound,  and  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  not  one  of  those  was  likely  to  come 
out  of  prison,  without  having  nis  morals 
polluted  by  the  persons  he  was  obUged  to 
associate  with   in  prison.      The   whole 
number  of  prisoners  thus  confined  in  all 
the  Scotish  prisons,  amounted,    he  had 
leason   to  believe,   to  several  hundreds, 
while  he  apprehended  that  those  confined 
ibr  sums  under   5/.   amounted  to  some 
thousands.    He  had  also  to  observe,  that 
none  of  these  poor  prisoners  were  enti- 
tled to  any  prison  allowance  or  succour, 
antil  ten^^ys  after  their  committal,  while 
the  receipt  of  each  afterwards  was  only 
^d,  per  day.    Yet  the  creditor  could  not 
commit  one  of  these  prisoners,  without 
expending  ten  shilling,   nor  could  the 
debtor  be   released  without  paying   six 
shillings.    Upon  such  fisusU,  he  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  make  any  comment.    The 
House  would  no  doubt  promptly  and  se- 
riously consider  the  means  of  remedying 
so  great  an  eviL-«-The  hon.  member  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  accounts, 
L  <<  Showing  the  number  of  persons 


imprisoned  in  the  different  Prisons  in 
Scotland  during  three  years  preceding  the 
31st  December  1817,  for  aebts  not  ex- 
ceeding one  pound*  2.  Of  persons  so 
imprisoned  for  debts  exceeding  one  pound 
ana  under  three  pounds ;  also  above  three 
pounds,  and  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  dis» 
tinguishing  the  number  in  each  class  so  con- 
fined for  any  period  exceeding  one  month, 
three  months,  and  six  months,  respectively. 
3.  Showing  when  the  prisoners  became 
entitled  to  their  legal  aliment,  tosether 
with  the  amount  thereof  in  the  ^ghest 
and  lowest  cases.*^ 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  the  hon.  gendeman, 
the  act  passed  some  years  asro,  with  re-* 
spect  to  the  confinement  <n  debtors  in 
tois  country,  under  the  decrees  of  courts 
of  conscience,  and  which  set,  he  hsd  the 
honour  to  propose  to  that  House.  In  the 
provisions  of  tnis  statute,  he  apprehended 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  fina  something 
to  guide  his  judgment  in  framings  re* 
meov  for  the  evil  alluded  to. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  it  highly  cre- 
ditable to  the  hon.  gentleman  to  have 
brought  this  important  subject  before  the 
House,  and  he  wished  the  chief  magis- 
trates of  other  towns  would  direct  their 
attention  to  objects  equally  interesting  to 
humanity.  For  himself,  he  would  fieely 
say,  that  he  thought  our  law  materially 
defective  in  the  tenderness  which  it  always 
manifested  towards  property,  while  it  was 
comparatively  indiobrent  about  liberty, 
and  too  often  also  about  life. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to. 

Country  Bank  Notes  Bill.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  the 
House  would  recollect,  that  next  Mondav 
was  fixed  for  the  discussion  of  the  Bank 
Restriction  bill,  and  that  on  the  same 
night  the  first  reading  of  the  Country 
Bank  Notes  bill  was  to  take  place.  He 
now  thought  it  his  duty  to  seise  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  stating  to  the  House, 
that  in  consequence  of  some  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred  at  a  meeting 
with  the  chief  country  bankers  yester- 
day, in  which  certain  modificHtions  had 
been  proposed  in  the  measure,  which 
would  render  it  impossible  to  be  carried 
through  during  the  present  session,  he 
should  move  thst  the  order  of  the  dsy 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  be  dis- 
charged [Hear,  hear!].  He  wished, 
therefore,. that  it  should  be  understood, 
that|  aldiouj^  his  opinion  respecting  the 
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ulUitj  of  the  bill  was  not  altered,  it 
not  his  intention  to  proceed  larther  with 
it  ttntU  next  session. 

Sir  Af.  W*  Bidley  congratulated  the 
House  on  the  abandonment  of  this  mea- 
sure. But  he  implored  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  if  he  had  any  respect  for  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country  and  the  stabi- 
lity of  public  credit,  to  state  most  dis- 
tinctly  the  determination  of  his  majesty's 
go*e4nent  lespectiiig  the  proposal  'of 
lOiy  measure  of  the  kind  at  a  future  period. 
Otherwise  the  country  bankers  would  be 
reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most  injurious 
anxiety. 

Mr.  Tiemey  hoped  the  House  and  the 
country  would  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  cai^t  under  such  pretences.  This 
was  the  second  meeting  at  lord  laver- 
pbol's,  in  which  the  business  of  parlia- 
ment was  arranged  without  consulting 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  thus  its 
sanction  was  set  at  nought.  How  could 
he  know  the  grounds  on  which  this  mea- 
sure was  now  withdrawn  I  Had  the  right 
km*  ^entieman  given  any  reason  \  It  was, 
he  said,  in  consequence  of  a  meeting  of 
the  minister  with  a  rich  body  of  men. 
Did  Ik  fear,  that  if  he  persevered  in  a 
measure  which  so  essentially  aiected  their 
interests,  they  would  leave  him,  in  tlie 
event  of  a  general  election,  to  shifk  for 
himsdfC Hear,  hear!]? 

Lmd  Castleretif^  never  understood  that 
when  a  member  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion of  submitting  a  measure  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  he  was  deprived 
of  the  discretion  of  withdrawing  it,  if  he 
should  think  proper,  or  of  altering  it  as  to 
mode  or  time.  The  right  horn  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  imputing  motives-^ 
that  was  an  old  expedient  of  liis ;  and  if 
he  meant  to  be  effective,  he  wouM  recom- 
mend him  not  to  avail  himself  of  it  so 
oitiHi. 

Mr.  Bhn/^A<fm  trusted  that  the  country 
bankers  would  fiiriy  understand  how  their 
inteneets  were  affected  by  the  present  si- 
tuation of  this  question.  It  hM  been  dis- 
tinctly aoknowledged  that  the  prineipteof 
the  measure  was  not  abaadoned,  but  was 
to  be  again  brought  forwaid  fin  a  shape 
somewhat  diflbrent*  He  ontertained  not 
the  smallest  doubt  that  a  shnihtf  meaaure 
would  be  introduced  aftor  die  next  elec- 
tion, and  when  eirculnstaaces  woidd  bo 
more  iavourable  to  ita  success. 

8ir  Jame$  GroAom  was  glad  to  htNtftlMlt 
the  measure  was  to  be  postponod,  although 
his  satisfkction  was  mueh  diminished  by 
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the  BTObi^ilitT  of  ita  revival  next  session. 
He  believed  its  tendency  to  be  very  ia« 
jurious  to  credit,  and  to  the  means  or  se* 
curing  the  regular  payment  of  the  taxes. 
He  had  conversed  ^ith  many  enlightened 
persons  on  this  subject,  and  hsd  not  met 
with  one  who  did  not  express  his  disap-* 
probation  of  it.  It  had  already  materially 
shaken  confidence  in  the  country,  and 
caused  a  considerable  run  on  several  banks. 
He  had  no  interest  in  any  country  bank, 
but  he  entertained  a  most  unfavourable 
opinion  of  the  measure,  and  wished  to 
hear  that  it  was  entirely  relinquished. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  he  should  not  fail  to  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  informing  the  House 
what  were  the  ultimate  intentions  of  hia 
majesty's  government  in  reference  %o  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Cekrnfi  said,  it  would  appear  from 
the  last  observation  of  the  right  non.  gen- 
tleoMin,  that  the  parties  whose  interests 
were  to  be  affected  by  this  measure,  had 
merely  craved  time  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject ;  now  he  had  heard  quite  the  reverse, 
and  that  at  the  meetmg  at  lord  Liverpoors 
yest^day,  the  gentlemen  present  distinctly 
declared,  that  no  time  would  reconcile 
them  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  They 
did  not  ask  for  a  postponement  of  the 
question^  with  any  view  to  time,  but  for 
an  absndonment  of  it  altogether,  as  a 
measure  to  which  no  time  could  reconcile 
them,  and  as  one  which,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  ruin  their  credit  with  the 
country. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said,  that  as  allusion, 
had  been  made  to  the  meeting  at  lord 
Liverpool's  yesterday,  he  felt  it  necessary 
to  state,  that  he  was  one  of  the  persons 
who  had  there  attended,  and  who,  with 
one  or  two  exceptidns,  were  gendemen 
concerned  in  country  banks,  and  not 
members  of  that  House.  It  Was  due,  both 
to  lord  Liverpool  and  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  to  say,  that  they  showed  every 
disposition  to  hear  widi  attention  all  the 
i^rguroents  urged  against  the  proposition 
by  the  gentlemen  whose  interests  it  was 
to  dBe^ ;  but  he  had  also  to  add,  that  there 
was  not  an  individual  called  to  the  meeting, 
or  a  country  banker  in  England,  who 
could  at  aay  period^  or  under  any  cir^ 
eumstancesi  consent  to  the  pri«ei|Ne,  in 
whidh  the  ri^t  hon..gentleawnhadavowed 
it  his  intention  to  persevere. 

Mr.  LfUekon  boreshnilar  testimony  to 
the  dissatisfcction  and  alarm  which  the 
^  this  meaauie  bad  excited 
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amoDg  the  iHnikerB  in  that  part  of  Wor- 
cestershire with  which  he  was  chiefly  con- 
nected. He  had  received  the  strongest 
remonstrances  against  its  progress  through 
the  House,  and  douhted  not  that  this  was 
the  case  with  many  honourable  members. 
It  was  desirable  thatfkcts  of  this  nature 
should  be  stated,  that  the  ri^ht  hon.  gen- 
tleman might  know  the  sentiment  univer- 
sally entertained  respecting  designs  which 
he  had  so  imperfectly  communicated. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  could  not  help  making 
a  single  obserration  on  the  course  taken 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche<}uer,  and 
suggesting  a  departure  from  it  m  future. 
Would  it  not  be  as  well  If^  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  a  measure  to  introduce 
aftcting  the  interests  of  a  large  body  of 
individuals,  he  would  see  the  necessity  of 
previously  consulting  them,  instead  of 
taking  that  step  after  he  had  announced 
his  measure,  and  yielding  after  he  had 
tried  the  temper  of  the  House.  It  would 
certainly  be  less  alarming  to  the  House 
and  the  country  that  he  should  in  future 
adopt  this  more  discreet  course. 

Mr.  Tierneif  should  have  been  glad  that 
the  measure  had  been  discussed,  because 
he  was  persuaded  that  it  would  baye  been 
thrown  out.  His  majesty's  ministers  had 
not  behayed  fairly.  Ine  House  were 
called  upon  to  throw  out  this  bill,  but  no 
reasons  had  been  giyen  why  it  should  be 
done.  He  knew  of  none  but  the  aUeged 
want  of  time.  Some  better  reasons  should 
be  produced  and  what  could  they  be? 
All  the  House  knew  was,  that  the  country 
bankers  were  inimical  to  the  bill ;  but  he 
looked  at  the  measure  as  one  of  the  le^s- 
lature,  and  he  conceiyed  it  yery  possible 
that  he  might  be  friendly  to  a  bill  to  which 
the  country  bankers  might  feel  adverse. 
The  present  mode  must  create  consider- 
able alarm ;  for  it  would  not  be  known  how 
the  measure  was  thrown  out,  and  country 
bankers  must  consider  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  maintained  by  his  majesty's 
ininisters,  to  be  probably  renewed  under 
circumstances  more  fayourable  to  its 
adoption.  They  must  then  go  on  with 
their  issues  and  circulation,  in  horror  at 
the  expectation  of  such  a  measure.  The 
question  ought  to  be  fairly  set  at  rest.  As 
to  the  whole  principle  on  which  the  cur- 
rency of  the  countiy  had  been  carried  on 
fbr  the  last  six  or  eieht  months,  it  was  the 
most  mischieyous  that  could  ever  have 
entered  the  head  of  any  diancellor  of  the 
exchequer. 

The  Chancdhr  ^  the  Exchequetf  after 


vindicating  his  right  to  delay  or  withdraw 
his  motion,  admitted  that  many  of  the  ar« 
guments  used  yesterday  at  the  meeting 
went  against  the  principle  of  the  biU.  His 
opinion,  however,  was  unchanged.  He 
thought  that,  with  some  modifications, 
much  good  might  still  be  done,  and  as 
there  was  no  time  to  carry  those  into  efict 
during  the  present  session  he  should  per* 
sist  in  his  motion. 

The  order  for  reading  the  bill  a  second 
time  on  Monday  was  then  dischaiged* 
After  which,  it  was  ordered  to  be  reeld  a 
second  time  this  day  two  months. 

Artillery  Drivers.]  Mr.  BennH 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move,  *<  Hiat 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  pray- 
ing that  ne  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  direct  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
3,504/.  to  the  officers  of  the  eight  troops 
of  the  Royal  Artillery  Drivers,  beiiur  the 
difference  between  the  full  and  halNpay, 
and  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that 
this  House  will  make  good  the  same." 
The  hon.  gentleman  re-stated  the  reasona 
he  had  urged  on  a  former  evening,  to 
show  the  justice  and  necessity  of  placing 
the  officers  of  the  artillery  drivers  corps 
on  something  like  a  par  with  those  in 
other  branches  of  the  military  service* 
As  the  officers  to  whose  case  he  alluded 
were  now  placed,  they  had  only  their  hal& 
pay,  notwithstanding  their  long  service, 
and  the  wounds  they  might  have  recdved, 
while  from  the  nature  of  the  exbting  ie< 
ffulatioos,  they  could  not,  like  other  oC* 
ncers,  avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity 
of  getting  employment  in  other  branchea 
of  Uie  service.  The  cise  alluded  to  on  a 
former  evening  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  of  the  two  battalions  of  Irish 
artillery,  was  not  a  case  in  pcmit,  for  the 
officers  of  these  battalions  had  the  option 
of  retiring  on  full  pay,  or  of  going  into 
the  royal  artillery.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  not  countenance  the  propo- 
sition that  those  officers  who  spent  their 
youth  and  health  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  were  to  be  abandoned  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  put  on  a  worse  foot- 
ing than  others  who  had  seen  but  compa- 
ratively litUe  service.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving  his  Address. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  placed  him  and  those  he  repre- 
sented in  a  painful  situation^— that  of  being 
forced,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  to  deny  to 
a  meritorious  class  of  gentlemen,  what, 
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if  the  House  chose  to  grant  it,  the  mas- 
ter-general had  no  personal  wish  to  pre- 
vent    As  long,  however,  as  duty  was  to 
be  performed,  he  was  bound  to  state  the 
official  reasons  against  this  grant.     They 
were  many  and  strong.     But,  in  the  first 
instance,  he  was  anxious  to  deliver  the 
case  from  all  adventitious  difficulty,  and 
utterly  to  deny  that  any  promise,  express 
or  implied,  had  ever  been  made  by  the 
noble  lord  at  present  at  the  head  of  the 
department,  or  any  one  acting  under  him, 
or,  aa  far  as  he  knew,  anv  of  their  prede- 
cessors whatever.    He  had  been  called 
upon  to  deny  that  the  officers  themselves 
expected  it  in  their  own  minds.    But  who 
could  answer  for  what  passed  in  another 
man's  mind  without  inspiration,  which  he 
certainly  did  not  possess  ?    All  he  would 
do  was  to  deny  that  they  had  any  reason 
for  such    expectation^for  even  a  sem- 
blance of  a  hope  that  any  of  the  officers 
in  question  were  to  retire  on  full  pay. 
That  was  confined  to  those  of  the  four 
troops  who  had  been  arbitrarily  as  it  were 
deprived  of  their  commissions,  while  the 
troops  themselves  remained  on  service* 
All  the  rest  had  retired,  as  of  coarse, 
with  the  troops  they  had  commanded,  and, 
as  of  course,  on  half-pay.    This  was  in 
fact  the  true,  the  real,  and  only  distinc- 
tion between    them,    and    aflfq^ded  the 
only  reason  that  could  govern  the  case. 
What  was  its  history  ?    In  the  hurry  in 
which  the  whole  driver  service  was  com- 
posed, excellent  as  it  now  was,  there  was 
this  great    defect:  that  its  officers,  al- 
though they  certainly  had  military  rank, 
could    have  no  military  command;   he 
meant  of  guns  and  gunners.    By  their 
commission  [which  he  here  read],  their 
command  was  confined  to  commissary  of- 
ficers, drivers,  military  farriers,  and  ar- 
tificers, and  the  management  of  the  artil- 
lery horses.    They  were,  therefore,  or- 
dered to  obey  the  youngest  officer  of  the 
regiment  who  had  the  charge  of  any  ar- 
tillery in  the  fieM.    Hence  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Military  Inquiry  describe  their 
duties  rather  as  those  of  internal  regula- 
tion, in  respect  to  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  horses  and  men,  than  those  of 
the  regular  service .  in  fighting  the  guns. 
These  duties  they  had  most  satisfactorily 
performed,  in    the    very    teeth    of  the 
enemy,  and,  in  as  far  as  it  required  more 
cool  determination  to  be  passive  under 
danger,  too  much  could  nut  be  said  of 
their  gallantry.    But  this  did  not  alter  the 
condition  of  their  service,  by  which,  from 
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the  terms  of  their  comntfssioiisv  ei>  ac* 
count  of  the  nature  of  their  duties,  they 
were  told  not  to  expect  to  rise  higher  thao 
the  rank    of   a  captain-commissary.    It 
was  evident,  meritorious  as  they  certainly 
were,  that  with  such  commissions,  great 
military  promotion  could  not  be  open  to 
them ;  and  if  they  sustained  any  peculiar 
injury  by  being  placed  on  hair-pay,  be- 
yond thousands  of  other  gallant  officer*. 
It  could  not  be  from  the  loss  of  such  pro- 
motion*— He  hoped  nothing  be  had  ob- 
served was  calculated  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  one  of  these  meritorious  persons ; 
many  of  them  he  believed  bad  shown  con* 
siderable  talents ;  among  them  he  was  the 
first  to  acknowledge  those  of  the  officer 
that  had  been  brought  forward  (captain 
Humphreys).    He  believed,  in  fact,  that 
it  was  the  anomalous  nature  of  their  ser- 
vice, thus  crippled,  that  alone  prevented 
their  pursuit  of  a  full  military  career. 
But  at  least  such  an  anomaly  was  found 
inconvenient,  and  the  master-general  could 
not  be  blamed  if  he  endeavoured,  aa  sooa 
as  he  could,  to  put  an  end  to  it*    This 
could  only  be  done,  either  by  removing 
the  officers,  while  the  men  were  kept  up, 
and  introducing  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment in  their  stead ;  or  by  waiting  till  the 
tfoops  themselves  were   reduced    at    a 
peace,  and  upon  a  re-establishment  of  the 
corps  on  a  future  war,  making  a  new  con- 
stitution.   In  the  first  instance,  as  these 
officers  would  have  been  arbitrarily  de- 
prived of  their  commissions  by  no  fault  of 
theirs,  and  the  service  going  on,  it  would 
have  been  unjust  not  to  have  eiven  them 
the  compensation  of  full  pay.    In  the  last, 
as  the  circumstance  of  being  on  half-pay 
gives  no  right  to  return  to  the  service^ 
should  other  regulations  forbid,  no  one 
could    complain  at  not  being  restored. 
Then  what  bad  the  noble  lord  done  I    In 
regard  to  eight  out  of  twelve  troops  the 
men  had  at  different  times  been  disbanded* 
and  the  officers  had  retired  on  half-pay. 
In  regard  to  the  four  remainmg,  as  the 
men  were  kept  up,  and  officers  of  the 
horse  artillery  introduced,  the  driver  of- 
ficers, thus  forcibly,  as  it  were,  dispos- 
sessed, and  faultless  themselves,  received 
the  compensation  due  to  them,  namely, 
full  pay.    This  was  the  real  case.    Was 
there  any  thing  in  argument  to  alter  it  ?^> 
The  bon.  gentleman  had  dwelt  much  upon 
the  merits  of  captain  Humphreys,  aad 
the  fact  that  the  5th  and    6th    troops, 
for  which  alone  he  pleaded,  had  served 
till  September  1816;  though  ordered^  to 
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be  redaoed  in  April.  Suppose  Uier  luid 
lenred  till  now  1  if  the  men  were  redaced 
with  thenit  would  that  make  any  differ- 
mcei  That  captain  Humphreys  had 
served  23  years  meritoriously  he  was  very 
willing  to  allow,  and  that  a  younger  officer 
might  be  among  those  in  the  four  senior 
troopSy  and  had  thus  retired  on  full  pay, 
might  be  true ;  but  what  was  there  in  this 
dirorent  from  the  chances  of  the  whole 
army,  where  an  older  officer  might  go 
into  a  vounger  regiment  on  promotion,  or 
any  other  reason,  and  be  overtaken  by  a 
reauction,  while  'a  junior  who  had  re* 
mained  in  the  old  regiment  continued  em- 
ployed. The  hon.  gentleman  could  not 
surely  be  ignorant  of  this,  and  wanted 
them  therefore  to  introduce  the  strange 
confusion  of  either  never  being  able  to 
reduce  the  army  by  corps,  or,  upon  every 
reduction,  creating  a  revolution  in  all  the 
old  regiments — [Hear,  hear!].  Such, 
then,  was  the  principle.    Wh^  was  the 

f>ractice?  Why,  even  in  this  very  artil- 
ery  service,  and  this  very  corps  of  drivers, 
the  precedents  were  all  against  them. 
In  1812,  the  commission  of  msjor  in  the 
corps  was  suppressed,  and  the  officer, 
major  Jameii,  placed  upon  half,  not  full 
pay ;  yet  the  office  being  declared  useless. 
It  was  evident  he  could  never  return.  At 
the  peace,  the  artillery  of  the  German 
legion,  and  also  the  foreign  artillery,  were 
reduced,  and  the  officers  (many  of  whom 
had  served  with  distinction  in  the  field) 
received,  not  full,  but  half-pay.  These, 
also,  were  for  ever  out  of  the  service. 
But  a  more  exact  case  was  to  be  found  in 
that  of  the  drivers  on  the  Irish  establish- 
nent,  which  had  been  reduced  in  1802, 
not  on  full,  but  on  half- pay.  This  was 
precisely  in  point :  for  these  officers  at 
this  moment,  enjoyed  annuities  to  the 
amount  of  near  900/.  a  year.  Now,  what 
had  these  done,  or  those  of  the  six  troops 
on  the  English  establishment,  that  they 
were  not  to  be  allowed  the  same  benefit 
as  those  in  whose  favour  the  hon.  gentle* 
Bian  pushed  the  department  to  break  all 
rules?  Nothine!  and  if  this  Question 
were  carried,  the  master-general  could 
not  and  would  not  oppose  their  arrears^ — 
This  brought  him  to  the  question  of  fi* 
BSnce.  Toe  arrears  of  the  Irish  drivers 
officers  would  be  more  than  15,000/.  those 
6t  die  Eo^sh  more  than  10,000^,  besides 
an  increased  permanent  expense  of  about 
6fX)0L  a  year ;  but  besides  these,  there 
was  a  battalion  of  Irish  artillery  reduced 
at  the  Union,  never  to  return  to  the  ar- 
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tillery  service,  whose  arrears  would  be 
full  22,000/. ;  in  all  47,000/.  With  neither 
right  nor  precedent  for  them,  with  all 
precedent  against  them,  were  the  House 
prepared  to  grant  away  all  this  money  ? 
Or,  when  the  master*  general  and  board 
were  called  upon,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other  Tend  by  no  one  more 
loudly  than  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
made  this  motion),  could  they  on  such  a 
case  be  deemed  good  stewards  for  the 
public,  if  they  sanctioned  the  application  ? 
He  rested  it,  however,  not  on  tne  ground 
of  finance.  God  forbid  that  a  question  of 
justice  should  become  a  question  of 
money  I  but  in  a  case  where  there  was  no 
justice,  finance  must  have  its  weight.  It 
was  really  painful  to  him  to  say  there  was 
no  justice  in  this  demand,  but  it  was 
forced  upon  him.  An  opinion  wss  thus 
publicly  called  for,  and  he  was  bound  to 
give  it,  or  relinquish  his  duty.  Were  the 
country  rich  enough,  with  his  good  wUl, 
all  officers  who  hsd  served  as  long  and  as 
well  as  captain  Humphreys,  should  retire 
on  full  pay.  As  it  was  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
discover  what  there  was  in  the  case  of  any 
of  these  gentlemen  (meritorious  as  he  had 
allowed  them  to  be),  to  set  them  above 
the  claims  of  their  brother  officers  and 
those  of  the  whole  British  army,  whose 
duties  were  at  least  more  immediately  mi* 
litary,  who  had  many  of  them  bled  for 
their  country,  and  who  had  even  paid  for 
their  commissions,  which  these  officers 
had  not.  For  these  the  commander-in« 
chief  had  laboured  in  vain  to  procure  such 
a  boon  as  this :  and  he  would  «tate  his 
royal  highness's  opinion,  that  «f  this  mea- 
sure were  carried,  it  would  be  unjust  to 
others,  and  create  the  greatest  discontent. 
It  was  said,  officers  of  the  line  had  not 
lost  their  military  career;  he  had  shown, 
from  their  commissioas  that  that  of  the 
driver  officers  was,  at  best,  but  most  con- 
tracted. It  was  said  that  the  Irish  batta^ 
lion  had  been  left  eligible  to  commissiooa 
in  the  line ;  he  could  only  say,  as  far  as 
the  ordnance  were  concerned,  the  driver 
officers  were  not  ineligible.  If  beinsp 
accustomed  to  evolutions,  to  command 
and  to  obey,  and  act  coolly  in  the  face  of 
an  enemy,  could  make  officers  eligible,  he 
for  one,  should  say  they  were  eminently 
But  the  discretion  was  in  the  com- 
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mander-in-chief,  not  the  master-general* 
and  the  line  itself  was  dependent  upon  that 
discretion.  Gentlemen  had  argued  as  if 
there  was  a  right  in  the  half-pay  of  the 
line  to  succeed  to  vacant  commissions. 
(2E) 


ilS]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

This  was  faihictoas.  The  ^If-pay  #fti  ft 
remnaeration  f^r  past  service^  bat  gaiw 
no  right  to  future  eraployment.  Regida- 
tion  might  sweep  away  a  whole  class  lit 
once.  Suppose,  for  example,  the  oooi* 
tnander  in  cnief  were  to  resolve  to  call  no 
one  from  the  half-pay  beyond  the  aee  of 
SO,  this  would  exclude  a  great  body  of 
officers;  but  would  they,  on  that  aceount, 
iiave  a  right  to  come  to  tlie  House  and 
demand  full  pay?  —  Upon  the  whole, 
he  and  those  he  represented,  were 
fuMy  convinced  there  was  bo  colour  o( 
argument  for  the  motion.  Nevertheless, 
he  was  very  glad  testate  one,  the  only 
boon  whicn  the  roaster-general  felt  he 
could  authorize  in  their  favour,  viz.  that 
as  they  were  out  of  the  artillery  service, 
and  deemed  so  in  the  line,  they  should  be 
allowed  to  hold  their  allowances,  consis- 
tently with  any  other  employment  under 
government  they  might  acquire.  This 
was  more  than  any  officer  of  the  army 
enjoyed,  be  his  services,  his  distinctions, 
or  ev^n  his  wounds,  what  they  might. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  permit  this, 
and  it  was  the  only  agreeable  part  of  the 
(task  he  had  to  perform,  as  he  could  assure 
the  offid0r8  concerned,  and  the  hon,  gen- 
itlefnan  Who  supported  the  motion,  that 
he  never  Mt  his  parliamentary  duty  so 
painful  as  in  being  obliged,  for  the  rea» 
sons  stated,  to  give  it  his  opposition. 

Mr.  LtfUtUon  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  observations  made  by  the  hon. 
member,  for  t^e  candour  in  maxing  which 
he  gave  him  great  credit.  Indeed,  some 
{>«rt  of  tlie  hon.  member's  remarks  were 
fln  anticipation  of  those  which  he  intended 
to  ofier  on  the  subject.  He  wouki  not 
therefore  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  adverting  farther  to  the  topics  on  which 
Che  hon.  member  had  so  ably  delivered 
himself.  There  was,  however,  one  cir- 
cwnstanee,  on  which  he  begged  leave  to 
say  a  word.  He  alluded  to  the  affidavit 
which  was  to  be  made  by  every  officer  on 
Icceiving  his  half-pay,  of  bis  not  holding 
any  situation  under  the  Crown.  This  he 
Conceived  to  be  a  great  grievance  to  the 
whole  service.  He  could  not  see,  why  a 
military  man,  who  had  long  served  bis 
country,  and  after  that  service  had  been 
placed  upon  half-pay^  shoald  be  precluded 
from  again  actmg  in  any  other  than  a 
military  capacity,  except  with  the  loss  of 
his  half-pay.  If  they  were  found  efficient 
for  civil  situations,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
thev  should  not  be  employed,  «nd  hold 
ihdr  hidf*pay  al  the  same  tiaae. 
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Mr.  Benton  said,  that  theit  waa  oMhiag 
m  the  commisstoHi  of  these  efficersy  no- 
thing in  their  eDttttnonieations  with  tha 
ordnance,  whidi  held  out  that  the  services 
of  this  corps  would  be  absolutely  annihi* 
kUed.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from 
the  late  duke  of  Richmond  to  an  officer 
on  the  establishment,  in  which  the  follow* 
iag  passage  occurred : — *'  It  was  certainly 
not  meant  that  you  should  not  rise  to 
higher  situations  in  the  service."  Thia 
held  out  a  sort  uf  hope  of  their  attaining 
higher  rank.  There  was  nothing  in  it  to 
show  that  on  a  peace  their  services  wouhl 
be  absolutely  nnnihilated,  and  all  prospeat 
taken  away  of  their  entering  into  ithe  army 
or  artillery. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  thought  that  from  the 
clear  and  candid  statement  made  by  the 
hon.  member,  there  was  nothing  in  the 
case  of  the  officers  of  which  they  had  a 
just  right  to  complain.  He  ther^ore  felt 
himself  obliged  to  oppose  the  motion, 
which,  if  carried,^  would,  in  his  opinion, 
create  invidious  distinctions  in  the  service. 
He  trusted  that  his  hon.  friend  would  not 
press  it,  and  he  felt  satisfied  that  if  the 
officers  on  whose  behalf  it  was  made, 
should  come  to  hear  ci  what  had  &UeQ 
from  the  hon.  member  opposite  (Mr. 
Ward),  there  was  not  one  of  them  who 
would  not  feel  that  no  injustice  had  been 
done  to  him.  There  was,  besides,  a  great 
difierence  between  the  situation  of  the 
officers  of  the  artillery  drivers  and  the 
officers  of  tlie  army,  in  this  respect,  that 
the  latter  purchased  their  oommissiona, 
which  the  former  did  not. 

Mr.  Bennett  in  reply,  repeated,  that  tlie 
case  of  tli»  officers  he  had  mentioned  was 
one  of  great  hardship.  The  nature  of 
their  services  seemed  altogether  to  he 
overlooked.  They  were,  in  fkct,  the  very 
sinews  of  the  army,  for  without  them  the 
guns,  ammunition,  or  provisions,  could 
not  be  carried  from  place  to  place.  A. 
great  many  of  the  officers  haa  suffisrei 
severely  in  the  service,  and  many  of  them 
were  at  present  entirely  dependant  upon 
the  small  allowance  which  they  enjoyed* 
If  the  motion  he  had  made  should  not  be 
carried,  it  would  at  least  be  a  sacisfactioa 
to  him,  that  by  the  agitation  of  the  ouee- 
tion  some  benefit  was  likely  to  resiot  to 
the  officers  of  this  deserving  corps. 

The  motion  was  ilieo  put,  and  negatived, 
without  a  diviaion. 

Sbttlembwt  or  thb  Poor  Bill."} 
Mr.  Sktirgei  Bourne  said,  ho  should  tree- 
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pM  »  ihortlj  ai  poinble  on  the  ilteotten 
ol'tlie  House,  while  he  detailed  the  prin* 
dpal  proviaiom  of  a  bill>  for  alteri&g  Iho 
eauitiDg  lair  of  lettlemeDtty  whMi,  under 
the  anthoritj  of  the  oommittee  on  the  poor 
lawa»  he  iheuld  move  for  leave  to  bring 
ia.  He  Bhoald  give  a  ahoit  view  of  the 
law  on  the  rabbet  up  to  the  preient 
period.  In  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of 
queen  feKsabeth  the  siaintenaaoe  of  the 
poor  wat  firat  eatabliahed  by  law,  and  the 
law  of  settleaieBt  was  then  alao  for  the 
first  time  introduced.  That  law  laid  down 
irwious  rules  for  determmiog  the  parish  to 
which  any  pauper  should  be  held  to  he* 
long,  but  It  empowered  all  penooa  le 
remove  from  parish  to  parish  at  pleasure. 
That  law  oentinued  in  force  for  near  a 
eentury,  till  the  beginning  of  Charles  the 
Sndy  when  coosiderajbie  doubts  havine 
exiited  en  the  subject,  and  different  decH 
sioBS  having  been  given  of  what  was  to  be 
bold  a  settlement,  a  month's  restdenoe 
having  in  some  cases  been  taken,  in  others 
a  very  diflerent  period  4»f  time,  by  the 
19th  and  144h  Charles  the  Stad  these 
deuhts  were  removed.  Theprearahle  of 
that  bin  stated,  that  great  mischief  had 
been  done  in  parishes  wliere  there  were 
entensive  wastes  and  commons,  by  persons 
taking  op  a  temporary  residence  on  them, 
and  when  they  had  plundered  the  woods, 
removing  to  other  parishes.  This  law  of 
the  iSth  and  14th  Charles  the  9nd  cond- 
Bued  the  basis  of  the  law  of  settlement  vp 
to  a  recent  period.  The  effect  of  t^at 
law  was,  to  confine  poor  persons  to  their 
own  parishes,  than  which  nothing  eonld 
he  more  unpleasant  to  the  Individuals  so 
confined,  and  more  unprofitable  to  4he 
state.  It  gave  a  settlement  to  an  indivi« 
dual  oo  a  residence  of  forty  days  in  a 
parish,  but  k  at  the  same  time  gave  power 
to  the  parish  oScera  to  remove  all  per- 
aons  tamg  op  a  residence  in  die  parish 
and  not  renting  a  tenement  of  Itf.  a  year. 
Under  that  law  it  was  not  unnatural  that 
persons  coming  into  a  pari;^  should  cob> 
ceal  their  residence.  A  subsequent  act 
required  a  certain  notice  to  be  given ;  and 
as  it  was  afterwards  found  that  this  was 
notsuffident  and  that  eollusion  took  place, 
it  w»  enacted  that  notice  should  be  given 
in  4ie  parish  ehoroh.  To  obviate  the  in- 
conveniences which  arose  under  this  state 
Of  the  lamr,  the  system  of  flranting  certifi- 
cates was  resorted  to.  Thus,  a  person 
wishing  to  remove  firom  the  parish  of  A. 
to  the  fNwhli  of  B.  received  a  certificate 
from  the  parish  of  A.,  acknowledging  that 


he  bdenged  to  It,  by  winch  means  he  was 
idlowed  to  reside  in  the  parish  of  B.,  till  he 
beeame  ohargeaUs  to  it.  This  was  the 
law  till  our  own  time|  when  the  SJth  of 
the  king  liberated  the  lower  orders  from 
the  power  of  parish  ofioees^  From  the 
passing  of  the  S5th  the  evil  had  been  in  a 
great  manner  Ao^m  away,  ao  far  a|  re- 
garded the  power  of  removing  firom  parish 
te  parish.  BsA  when  the  labourer  required 
relief,  from  illness  or  other  causes,  then 
the  most  distressing  scenes  frequently 
took  plaoe*  if  from  illness,  or  other 
oanaes,  an  individual  required  assistaoee, 
he  was  removed  perhaps  to  a  distant  prt 
of  the  oonntry,  which  he  had  not  seen  for 
nmny  years,  and  where  he  could  obtain 
no  employment.  This  evil  of  the  existing 
law  called  loudly  lor  remedy.  The  lawa 
which  had  grown  out  of  the  ISth  and  14th 
Charles  dnd,  for  attaching  people  to  the 
parishca  where  they  worked,  had  com- 
pletely  fiukd.  A  forty  days  residence  io 
a  parish  where  a  man  did  not  work  gave  a 
settlement,  while  another  person  w1k>  Imd 
worked  forty  ^ean  in  a  parish  had  not  a 
settlement  in  it*  With  regard  te  tlie  liti- 
gation to  winch  they  gave  rise,  it  wasend«* 
less.  Even  onder  the  existing  law  the 
questions  effect  were  innumerable.  The 
number  cf  appeals  to  the  quarter  sessiomr 
against  orders  of  removd  last  year  were 
4,70(1.  One  of  the  most  fruitful  sources 
of  Utjgation  was,  the  renting  a  tenement 
of  the  vahie  of  1(M.  yearly.  The  most 
contradictory  evidence  was  firequently 
given  by  surveyors,  as  to  the  value  of  a 
tenement.  Another  source  of  settlement 
-*the  hiring  of  servants^was  also  the 
Qouse  of  nmch  litigation ;  but  he  would 
refer  those  gentlemen  who  wished  to  go 
more  minotely  into  the  subject,  to  the  re* 

S>rt  of  the  committee  on  the  poor  laws, 
nt  great  ^  the  evil  of  litigation  was,  it 
was  not  the  greatest  evil.  A  peraon  might 
be  removed  to  a  distant  part  i^  the  king* 
dom,  where  he  might  have  settled  in  an 
early  part  of  his  lire.  If  a  person  did  not 
rent  a  teoement  of  102.  viilue,  it  was  in 
many  cases  not  ia  his  power  to  gain  a 
settlement.  In  many  parts  of  the  country 
great  pains  were  taken  to  prevent  the  ob- 
taining of  settlements-«>tenanis  were 
hound  down  in  their  leases  not  to  hire  a 
servant  for  more  than  iw  certain  number  of 
treeks,  to  prevent  bis  obtaining  a  settle* 
ment.  The  country  athnrge  were  sensible 
of  the  evil  of  the  system ;  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  to  look  to  a  remedy 
finr  the  evil.    Some  persons  thought  the 
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lavr  of  aettlement  should  be  altogether 
done  away,  aad  that  the  poor  ought  to  be 
maintained  by  the  pariah  ^ere  uiey  hap- 
pened to  be  when  they  first  required  sup- 
port. But  the  consequence  of  this  would 
be,  that  persons  would  flock  to  particular 

Earlshes ;  and  in  great,  towns  a  door  would 
e  open  to  innumerable  frauds,  and  to 
endless  vagrancy.    But  all  these  evils,  it 
was  again  very  confidently  said,  might  be 
done  away .  with,  by  ffranting  this  relief 
out  of  a  national  fun£    But  what  chedc 
would  there  be  on  the  expenditure  ?  Was 
there  such  a  tender  feeling  at  present  with 
respect  to  defrauding  the  public  ?  Was  it 
not  seen,  on  the  contrary,  that  persons 
whalived  by  defrauding  the  revenue  were 
not  unpopular  ?— that  this  was  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  in  a  rank  of  life  much 
above  the  lowest  ?— •persons  who  would  be 
ashamed  of  defrauding  private  individuals? 
These  people  were  looked  on  witli  com* 
placency,  and  he  would  leave  the  House 
to  judge  what  might  be  expected  when 
imotives  of  humanity  were   added,    and 
when  every  parish  omcerwould  be  anxious 
to  gratify  his  feellogs  of  humanity  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.    A  national  fund 
was  therefore  quite  impossible ;  and  it  be- 
came necessary,  to  attach  people  to  the 
parishes  where  they  were  to  obtain  local 
relief.    The  first  ground  for  obtaining  a 
settlement  to  which  he  should  advert  was 
birth.    This  would,  put  an  end  in  a  short 
time  to  all  .litigation,  as  every  person's 
birth-  would  be  registered.    But  against 
birth  there  were  many  serious  objections. 
Another  ground  was  residence  for  a  cer- 
tain time,  three  years  for  instance.    It 
was  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether,  after  all,  this  was  not  the 
best  plan.    He  could  see  no  injury  from  a 
settlement  being    obtained    in    a   place 
where  a  perspn  resided  for  three  years. 
He  should  st^ggest  to  the  House  a  mode 
of  arrangement,  which  might  go  far  to  do 
away  any  difficulties  connected  with  this 
subject.    He  should  propose,  that,  after 
three  years  residence  in  a  parish,  an  indivi- 
dual should  then  be  at  liberty,  at  the 
option  of  the  pari$h-officers,  to  have  it  ad- 
judged that  be  had  resided  three  years, 
in  case  of  refusal,  instead  of  appeal  to  the 
quarter  sessions,  he  should  propose,  that 
ine  decision  be  given  to  any  two  magis- 
trates in  the  neighbourhood.    It  appeared 
to  him  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
proving  a  residence  of  the  time  reauired. 
The  House,  of  course,  understood  Uiat  he 
proposed  up  iietrospeGt.    There  might  be 
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a  difficulty  with  respect  to  occanonal  ab- 
sence. He  shouuld  propose,  that  a  red- 
dence  of  three  years,  without  an  absence 
of  more  than  60  days  in  each  yekr,  without- 
beinff  in  the  mean  time  chargeable  on  anj 
parish,  and  without  the  individual's  having 
been  convicted  of  any  crime  or  misde- 
meanor, should  entitle  to  settlement  in  a 
parish.  This  would  obviate  the  present 
restrictions  in  hiring  servants,  and  wodd 
have  the  effect  of  producing  a  stronger 
attachment  between  them.  In  short,  tins 
regulation  he  conceived  would,  in  ever^r 
way,  be  favourable  to  morala  and  good 
conduct.  He  should  propose,  that  no 
settlement  be  gained  under  the  age  of  16. 
This  might  remove  any  disinclination  to 
taking  Im>vs  and  apprentices.  Another 
object  of  his  bill  would  be  to  suspend  the 
incurring  the  expense  of  removal  till  the 
decision  of  any  appeal.  In  many  casea 
this  would  save  the  expense  of  removing  a 
man  and  his  whole  tamilv  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  country.  The  alteratione 
which  he  proposed  were  really  not  inno* 
vations,  but  bringing  back  the  law  to 
what  it  anciently  was ;  and  if  he  erred,  he 
erred  with  very  great  authority,  with  both 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Whitbread  m  their  bills. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  referred  also  to 
another  authority  which  might  be  con-^ 
sidered  still  greater  on  this  subject,  that 
of  Dr.  Burn,  who  wrote  the  history  of  the 
poor  laws.  He  concluded  with  moving 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  laws  respecting  the  Settlement 
of  the  Poor." 

Mr.  Atkins  WrigM  wished  to  know  the 
period  of  time  thst  would  be  required  to' 
entitle  a  pauper  to  a  settlement,  and  the 
time  of  removal  in  cases  of  appeal. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  replied,  that  three 
years  was  tlie  period  requir^,  and  that 
the  pauper  must  not  have  been  absent 
more  than  60  days  in  each  of  tho^  years. 
The  days  were  not  to  be  consecutive,  but 
in  the  course  of  the  whole  year  his  ab« 
sence  must  not  have  been  greater.  No 
removal  was  to  take  place  during  an  ap- 
peal, unless  wished  bv  the  parish,  who 
were,  in  that  case,  to  be  liable  for  all  the 
expense.  He  wished  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  what  was  to  be  proposed 
respecting  servants.  When  servants  had 
been  three  years  with  one  master,  and 
resided  during  that  period  in  different 
parishes,  it  was  proposed  to  make  that 
parish  liable  for  their  maintenance  where 
they  bad  been  for  the  last  two  or  three 
mpothSf 
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Sir  Ckarbi  Momik  said,  thftt  as  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  bad  referred  to  Dr. 
Bum's  authority,  to  shoir  the  propriety  of 
roTerting  to  the  ancient  law,  ne  must  re- 
mind him  that  the  ancient  law  was  not 
that  three  years  constituted  a  settlement ; 
but  that,  if  the  pauper  had  previously  re- 
aided  in  another  pisri^h  for  more  than 
three  years,  for  five  or  six  years,  he  should 
be  removed  to  that  parish ;  but  this  was 
rather  a  matter  of  curiosity.  Such  an 
alteration  in  the  law  of  the  land  as  was 
BOW  proposed  most  occasion  injustice. 
They  could  not  sweep  away  laws  once 
existing,  whether  good  or  bad,  without 
grou  injustice.  The  proposed  law  in  this 
case  did  not  seem  to  meet  the  evil.  It 
did  not  prevent  litigation,  as  to  which  of 
several  parishes  was  under  the  stronger 
obligation  to  support  the  poor,  in  cases 
where  the  residence  had  not  been  three 
years  in  any  one  of  them.  A.  B.  and  C. 
are  equaUy  bound,  as  far  as  residence  is 
concerned,  to  maintain  a  psuger.  Which 
of  them  is  to  be  liable?  Thb  was  the 
great  difficulty  to  be  removed.  The  law 
of  maintenance  was  sufficiently  dear— the 
pauper  must  be  maintainea  But  the 
question  respected  the  law  of  settlement, 
wfio  was  to  maintain  this  pauper  ?  There 
was  another  provision  which  he  consi- 
dered liable  to  objection.  The  acquisi- 
tion of  settlement  was  to  be  vitiated  by 
any  crime  committed  by  the  pauper,  if 
the  pauper  committed  a  crime  in  one 
parish,  why  should  another  parish  be 
therefore  punished?  The  parish  in  whioh 
the  crime  was  committed  ought  rather  to 
be  punished.  It  was  agreeable  to  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  the  ancient  custom  of 
England,  that  the  neighbourhood  ahould 
be  responsible  for  crimes  committed 
amongst  them. 

Loni  Castlereagh   rose   to   deprecate 

Sang  into  a  discussion  on  the  measure  in 
e  present  stage  of  the  question.  It 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  wait  till  the 
bill  should  be  printed. 

Sir  S.  Romillif  said,  he  was  certainly 
Qot  prepared  to  discuss  the  principle  m 
the  bill,  but  he  did  not  see  why  an  opi- 
nion should  not  be  now  given  upon  the 
measure.  At  the  same  time  he  felt  by  no 
means  diisposed  to  make  any  objections  to 
the  proposed  measure.  He  conceived  it 
to  be  a  great  improvement,  and  one  that 
would  prevent  much  inconvenience,  mudi 
expense,  and  much  suffisring.  This  opi- 
nion be  now  gave,  having  had  consider- 
able i»periciiC9  in  former  years  of  the 


operation  of  the  poor  laws.  The  distress 
occasioned  to  the  wretched  paupers  by 
sudden  removals,  and  to  a  great  distance, 
was  extremely  painful  to  every  mind  of 
reflection  and  humanity.  It  was  men* 
strous  to  suppose  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
indiflerence  to  the  pauper  where  he  should 
be  maintained.  It  was  often  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  him.  On  a  sudden  illness, 
depriving  him  of  tlie  power  to  work  at  his 
employment,  he  was  removed  to  another 

garish,  perhaps  iGir  distant,  where,  when 
e  recovered,  no  employment  was  to  be 
found  for  him.  He  nad  known  a  jour* 
neyman  printer  to  have  been  so  removed 
to  a  place  where  no  printing  was  done, 
and  where  he  could  consequently  obtain 
no  employment.  He,  therefore,  thought 
the  proposed  alteration  most  beneficuil, 
most  aavantageous  in  its  consequenceSt 
and  altogether  the  most  beneficial  regu» 
lation  on  the  subject  during  the  present 
reign.  He  had  often  viewed  it  as  the 
greatest  cruelty  to  an  unfortunate  pauper 
to  be,  on  account  of  a  temporary  illoesSf 
removed  to  a  place  where  he  would  be 
surrounded  with  strangers,  and  where,  if 
he  recovered,  no  employment  could  be 
found.  The  distress  to  the  pauper  was 
very  great,  the  expense  of  removal  was 
great,  and  the  ultimate  burthen  to  the 
public  was  often  much  increased  by  this 
crud  law.  He  would  take  another  op- 
portunity of  considering  the  details  of  the 
measure,  but  he  could  not  now  avoid 
saying  that  he  thouffht  it  the  greatest  im- 
provement that  could  possibly  be  made. 

Mr.  Lockhart  suted  instances  of  the 
increase  of  litigation  which  he  had  lately 
remarked  at  two  quarter-sessions.  In  one 
instance,  the  increase  was  from  1  to  20 ; 
in  another  from  1  to  16.  He  also  men- 
tioned instances  of  fraud  and  impomtion 
by  paupers  having  apprentices,  and  by 
men  having  property  in  one  parish  and 
removing  to  another  parish,  and  taking 
houses  rented  so  low  as  to  come  under 
the  law  of  settlement.  These  evils  re- 
quired correction,  and  he  hoped  Uie  mea^ 
sure  proposed  would  be  eifectoal.  He 
appreoended,  however,  that  by  tliis  mea- 
sore  a  greater  proportion  of  paupers  would 
be  thrown  upon  tne  towns. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Nxw  CHuacaxa  Boildino  Bill.] 
The  House  having  resdved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  this  biU, 

Sir  Frederidk  Flood  said,  he  bad  heard 
thati  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  new 
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churches,  the  tum  of  one  miliion  was  to 
be  raised  firotti  the  consolidated  fund  of 
England  and  Ireland.    Thia,  mocording  to 
the  proportion  settled  at  the  Union,  being 
two-seventeenths  for  Irdand»  would  Arow 
Upon  that  country  a  pkrt  of  this  expense 
amounting  to  l^fiOOL    If  such  was  the 
case,  he  hoped  that  Irdbind  wofuld  partake 
of  the  advantage.    He  was  as  desirovs  as 
any  man  to  see  new  churches  built  for  die 
accommodation  of  the  established  church. 
Ireland  required  such  accommodation  as 
much  aa  England,  for  the  population  had 
greatly  increased  there,  and  was  becoming 
liaore  numerous  every  day.     There  was 
not  a  country  in  the  world  orore  produe- 
tive  of  population.    The  Protestant  reli- 
gion, too,  was  advancing  as  fast  as  any 
Q^er  description  of  relicion.     It  could 
not  be  denied  that  Ireland  was  very  much 
Indebted  to  England,  but  tt  should  be 
remembered  also,  that  England  was  very 
nnich  indebted  to  Ireland ;  and  it  was  the 
mterest  of  every  Briton  to  support  her. 
Her  officers  and  soldiers  always  fought 
gallantly.     Not   one  of  them  deserted 
uieir  standard.    In  the  time  of  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, 50,00tf  .  was  granted  for  repairing 
churdics  in  Ireland,  and  the  same  for 
first  fruits  in  last  session.    They  were  not 
able  to  bear  this.     The  right  hon.  the 
ehancellor  of  the  exdie<{u«r  could  not 
but  see  the  distress  of  the  country  when 
he  was  last  there.    It  was  apparent;  par- 
ticvdarly  in  Dublin,  the  finest  metropolis 
in  the  whole  worid.    He  roust  have  ob« 
served  the  wretchedness  of  the  place— > 
some  of  the  houses  deserted,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  windows  stopped  up  to  avoid 
the  tax.     There  were  pdaces  there  no 
doubt— there  was  Uie  lord  lieutenant's 
palace— but  they  were  deserted;    they 
were  not  frequented  as  formerly  by  the 
gentry  and  nobility,  becanse  their  parlia- 
ment was  taken  away  from  them.    In  the 
part  of  the  country  with  which  he  was 
acquainted,  he  often  saw  people  leaving 
the  churdies  for  want  of  room.      He 
hoped,  therefiire,  the  benefit  of  this  mea- 
sure would  be  extended  there. 

The  Chancdhr  of  the  Esxhefiter  be- 
lieved be  could  reoBOve  the  difflcukios  and 
satisfy  the  objections  of  the  bon.  baronet. 
This  measare  would  not  tie  attended  with 
any  mjustice  to  Ireland.  Of  that  he 
hoped  they  woatd  nevw  be  guiTty  towards 
her,  for  ttey  were  f idly  scnsMa  of  the 
merits  of  theur  Irish  fell(Mr*suUecC8.  The 
hon.bairoiiet#as  mistaken  in  m  the  points 
to  wUab  be  had  elM^     in  ^e  firni 


phice,  this  was  not  to  be  a  grant  finmi  the 
consolidated  fund.  In  die  second  placse, 
the  proportion  of  two-seventeenths,  csta- 
Mshed  at  the  Union,  did  not  now  exist. 
It  waa  done  Hway  two  years  l>ack,  wheo 
the  exchequers  of  both  countries  werv 
consolidated.  As  to  the  grant  of  SOyOOOL 
aUuded  to,  a  similar  one  was  voted  every 
year  since  1810,  not  for  the  repair  of 
churdies,  but  for  the  commission  of  first 
fruits.  Last  year  it  was  only  80,0001.  If 
more  accommodation  was  neeessary  Ibr 
the  eongregations'in  Ireland,  whidi  hm 
was  happy  to  learn  were  upon  the  ifterease, 
the  House,  he  had  no  doubt,  would  pre* 
vide  it  most  cheerfully. 

Sir  W.  Seoit  objeetcd  to  the  dauso 
whieh  entitled  twelve  well*disposed  per- 
sons to  build  a  chureh,  and  appoint  a 
minister  with  the  eonsent  of  the  Msfaop, 
as  tending  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of 
the  churcn  by  the  tntroduetioa  of  dogma- 
tical sectaries,  and  by  infringing  on  the 
rights  of  patrons.  It  was  unworthy,  too, 
in  the  church,  to  depend  on  private  funds 
for  its  increase  or  support.  He  objeeled 
also  to  the  language  of  the  clause:  the 
expreaston  «<  well  disposed"  was  loose  in 
the  extreme,  and  no  certain  constructioii 
could  be  put  upon  it.  Their  being  house- 
holders of  the  parish  was  no  protection  ; 
for  strands  who  did  not  belong  to  the 
parish  might  join  with  them ;  aikl  if  the 
bishop  refused  his  consent,  he  would  be 
exposed  to  a  degree  of  odium  he  might 
be  very  unwilling  to  encounter.  A  clause 
of  this  nature  could  not  fail  to  encounter 
opposition  in  another  place,  and  migliC 
endanger  the  success  of  the  bill  altoge* 
dier.    He,  tlierefore,  moved  its  rejectioft. 

The  Chanedhr  of  the  Exchequer  de* 
fended  the  cisuse,  and  thought  that  the 
church  should  avail  itself  of  all  sources  of 
assistance  from  private  liberalhy.  He 
could  state,  ia  answer  to  an  apprehension 
that  had  fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  this  clause  would  not  endanger  the 
bill  in  another  place.  Those  who  were 
roost  interested  had  been  consulted,  and 
had  expressed  their  acquiescence  in  it. 
The  clause  would  not  enabfe  strangers  to 
introduce  aectarians;  it  nentioneS  only 
that  twelve  well-disposed  householdcfa  ojf 
tbe  parish,  and  otbers,  might  build,  and 
have  two  presentations.  As  the  tow  stood 
already,  notfiing  could  ^evem  pm'tiea 
fnws  building  aad  preaching  u  long  aa 
they  liked,  dootrhies  Ae  most  opjpoAo 
to  these  df  the  ehuich.  With  respect 
to  patroai%  die  olattse  did  aot  ^iterleio 
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wttb  tfarir  ri^t  of  pretttitBtioii  t  and  at  !• 
its  being  unwortby  of  the  church  to  profit 
by  private  munincenee,  the  right  hon. 
gendeman  must  be  aware,  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  churches  at  present 
eKkitiag  had  been  founded  by  private  pa- 
trons* He  could  not)  thereforOi  consent 
to  abandon  the  clause. 

Mr.  fVr^hetkf^  opposed  the  clause  aa 
likely  to  make  a  serious  inroad  on  the 
fights  of  the  established  church.  If  this 
proposition  were  to  be  pressed,  he  hoped 
It  would  be  asade  the  subject  of  a  separate 
bill,  that  the  present  aieasure  which  was 
80  generally  approved,  might  not  be 
clogged  with  that  which  appeared  so  ob- 
jectionable. 

Mr.  BdtkmrH  ifas  willing  to  give  both 
of  the  clauses  his  support,  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  endanger  the  success  of 
the  bill,  but  he  would  consent  to  then  only 
with  some  modtfcation.  One  of  the  clauses 
allowed  twelve  persons,  w^o  might  pro- 
vide the  necessary  funds  lor  the  building 
of  a  church  or  chapel,  to  apply  to  the 
bishop  for  the  purpose,  and  having  ob- 
tainea  his  consent  to  proceed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  said  church  or  chapel.  The 
subscribers  were  then  to  have  the  right 
of  two  presentations,  through  trustees 
appointed  by  the  majority.  Now  it  might 
ao  nappen,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
funds  might  be  raised  without  the  parish, 
and  of  course  that  the  nomination  might 
rest  with  people  not  belonging  to  it.  To 
the  clause,  as  it  thus  stood,  he  could  not 
agree.  He  could  not  consent  to  the  no- 
mination being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
extra-parochiaJ  subscribers.  He  would 
therefore  propose,  when  the  proper  time 
came,  some  modification,  making  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  majority  of  the  subscribers 
to  be  resident  parishioners.  No  person 
unconnected  with  the  j>arish  could  have  a 
personal  interest  in  appointing  a  Christian 
instructor.  General  subscrmers  should 
not  therefore  be  allowed  to  exercise  the 
rig^  of  presentation.  He  did  not  wish 
to  check  the  liberality  of  individuals  which 
came  in  aid  of  the  liberali^  of  parliament 
to  promote  so  laudable  an  object  as  the 
eractioD  of  places  of  worship,  but  he  did 
aot  see  how  the  limitation  he  proposed 
could  have  that  efiiect.  The  society  which 
had  been  formed  for  promoting  this  ob- 
ject had  subscribed  without  any  condition, 
and  had  even  gone  before  parliament  in 
raising  funds  for  the  purpose.  As  no  plan 
had  bjeen  laid  down  by  tue  legislature  on 
which  to  proceed,  and  aa  no  fiutfa  had 


been  pledaed,  there  eould  bo  do  fiuth 
broken  wiui  them  under  whatever  regula- 
tions Uiey  were  allowed  to  expend  their 
subscriptions.  In  the  case  of  parishes 
which  received  the  aid  of  parliament,  that 
aid  could  be  extended  on  anv  conditions 
parliament  chose;  and  one  of  those  con- 
ditions ought  to  be,  to  limit  the  right  of 
presentation,  which  might  be  given  once 
or  twice  as  an  inducement  to  co^»perate 
to  a  majority  of  Resident  subscribers. 

The  Ckaneellar  of  ike  Exchequer  said, 
that  there  was  not  such  a  diierence  be- 
tween himself  and  hU  right  hon.  friend 
as  might  at  first  sight  appear.  It  was  to 
be  supposed  that  the  majority  of  sub* 
scribers  would  be  resident  parishionefs, 
and  a  discretion  was  allowed  to  the  bishop 
to  grant  or  withhold  his  consent,  as  he  saw 
how  the  fhnds  were  raised.  Tlie  incum* 
bent  and  patron  likewise  were  to  be  con* 
suited,  and  it  was  not  )ike]|y  that  ther 
would  agree  to  any  proposition  by  whicm 
an  extra-parochial  influence  would  bo 
created.  The  incumbent  himself  might 
be  a  subscriber.  He  would  not  object 
to  the  introduction  of  some  words  by 
which  the  evils  apprehended  might  be 
prevented,  and  the  objections  stated  ob- 
visted. 

Mr.  BatkurM  said,  that  the  objection 
was  not  answered  by  referring  to  the 
power  conferred  on  the  bishop  by  the  bilL 
The  bishop  was  only  allowed  to  judge  of 
the  expediency  of  erecting  an  additional 
place  of  worship,  and  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  funds  raised  for  the  purpose.  lie 
had  no  right  to  inquire  whence  those 
funds  came,  or  into  whose  hands  the  right 
of  presentation  might  devolve. 

Mr.  Peel  expressed  his  entire  concur- 
rence with  every  observation  whic!i  fell 
from  his  ri^ht  non.  and  learned  friend. 
The  objectionable  clauses  did  not  seem 
necessarily  connected  with  the  rest  of  the 
bill,  and  might  easily  be  detached  from  it, 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  dis- 
cussion. They,  therefore,  ought  to  bo 
introduced  in  a  separate  bill,  and  deter- 
mined on  their  own  grounds.  If  right, 
they  miaht  be  voted  by  themselves;  if 
wrong,  they  ought  to  be  rejected  without 
injury  to  what  was  right.  The  consent 
of  the  House  oueht  not  to  be  purchased 
to  an  objectionable  measure  by  its  union 
with  what  was  desirable,  nor  ought  th^ 
regulation  of  the  latter  to  be  hazarded 
b^  being  coupled  with  the  former.  Tho 
bishop  was  not  allowed  to  judge  by  the  bill 
of  the  source  from  whence  the  funds 
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arose.  If  twelve  wellHlispoBed  penom 
jBgreed  to  raise  the  necessary  fimdsy  they 
mi^t  apply  to  him,  and  have  his  consent 
to  the  erection  of  a  place  of  worship,  to 
which  the  trustees  elected  by  die  majo- 
rity of  BubscriberSy  wherever  they  resided, 
would  have  the  right  of  presenting  twice. 
This  description  of  persons,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  as  indefinite  as  the  result  of 
their  operations  might  be  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  the  church.  What  was  meant 
by  well-disposed  persons,  when  the 
term  was  introduced  into  an  act  of  par- 
liament ?  Crime  was  defined  by  law,  but 
he  never  yet  heard  of  a  definition  of  mo- 
lality in  a  statute.  How  were  we  to 
measure  good  dispositions,  or  ascertain 
the  character  of  well-disposed  persons  by 
an  act  of  parliament  ?  He  was  confirmed 
jn  his  objections  to  this  clause  of  the  bill 
by  the  very  concessions  that  had  already 
l>een  made,  and  the  amendments  intro- 
duced. In  the  original  proposal  of  the 
raeuure,  the  subscribers  were  to  have  the 
right  of  nominating  thrice.  His  right 
hon.  friend,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, had  now  reduced  this  right  to  two 
turns  of  nomination,  and  another  right 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bathurst)  spoke  of  one. 
Why  was  the  original  proposition  aban- 
doned, if  it  were  right  I  In  the  bill  there 
was  no  description  of  the  kind  of  fabrics 
to  be  raised,  and  no  provision  made  for 
their  repairs.  They  might  only  be  of  a 
kind  to  last  so  long  as  the  original  sub- 
scribers had  an  interest  in  the  nomination 
Df  the  clergyman ;  and  might  devolve  to 
the  patron  or  the  incumbent  when  unfit 
for  use.  He  opposed  the  clause,  and 
wished  it  separated  from  the  bill. 

Dr.  PhiUimore  said,  it  became  the 
House  to  consider  the  want  of  churches, 
and  whether  the  legislature  would  not  re- 
lax in  certain  rights  to  enable  the  zeal  of 
individuals  to  concur  with  the  wishes  of 
parliament.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that  law 
was  unbending,  but  this  was  not  the  case 
jrith  legislation.  If  there  was  a  real  want 
pf  churches,  he  had  rather  that  churches 
were  erected  by  sectarists,  than  not  built 
at  all.  He  was  not  for  separating  the 
measure  from  the  bill.  Notwithstanding 
the  anxiety  he  felt  to  maintain  the  ascen- 
dancy of  the  church,  he  confessed  that  he 
wished  to  see  the  present  clause  carried. 
It  would,  however,  be  recollected,  that 
the  bishops  still  retained  the  power  to 
repel  all  abuses  of  the  bill. 

Sir  Jfi.  fV.  Ridley  felt  it  his  duty  to  ob- 
ject  to  the  clause^  and  doubted  much  if 
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the  biahopa  had  a  power  to  prevent  th^ 
abuses  of^it^  He  hoped  it  would  finally 
form  a  separate  bill. 

Lord  CoiUereagh  would  shortly  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  should  aup« 
port  the  clause.  He  much  doubted,  la 
the  present  state  of  the  growing  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  whether  the  amazing 
void  of  religion  could  be  supplied  without 
some  collateral  aid.  lie  had  rather  not 
tempt  men  into  the  church ;  and  if  thismea* 
sure  could  have  that  effect,  he  wished  it  put 
under  guards.  It  would  stiU  be  open  to  the 
incumbent  and  the  bishop  to  control  the 
appointment  of  the  minister  of  such  church 
or  chapel.  He  believed  it  would  benefit 
the  common  cause,  if  the  people  had  the 
pointing  out  of  their  ministers ;  this  would 
accelerate  the  establishment.  This  being 
his  general  impression,  he  would  vote  for 
the  clauses.  At  the  same  time,  he  waa 
not  prepared  to  say  that  they  should  not 
be  separated,  though  they  were  membeca 
of  the  same  system. 

Mr.  F.  Fitzgerald  regretted  that  he  waa 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  measure 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend:  he 
reared  that  the  bill  would  be  epdaogered 
if  the  clause  were  introduced. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  concur  in  the  idea  of  excluding  pri* 
vate  liberality  from  assisting  the  services 
of  the  church.  When  they  saw  the  land 
covered  with  dissenting  meetings  by  pri- 
vate liberality,  he  wished  to  afford  the 
same  means  to  the  established  church, 
and  was  confident  of  its  success. 

The  House  then  divided: — For  the 
clause,  22 ;  Against  it,  47  :  Majority 
against  it,  25.  The  chairman  then  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 
Friday  ^  May  1. 

Forgery  of  Bank  Notes.]  Sir  C* 
Morvan  presented  a  Petition  from  several 
inhabitants  of  Birmingham,  setting  forth, 

*'  That  the  Petitioners  observing,  with 
feelings  of  deep  concern,  the  increasing 
number  of  prosecutions  arising  from  and 
out  of  the  forgery  of  Bank  of  England  notes, 
are  of  opinion  that  a  due  regard  to  public 
morals,  as  well  as  public  credit  and  seciH 
rity,  requires  that  the  utmost  endeavours 
should  be  made  to  diminish  the  evil ;  that 
it  appears  to  the  petitioners  that  some  of 
the  prindpal  causes  of  the  frequent  eo»« 
mission  or  these  crimes  are  to  be  found  ie 
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the  slight  and  insufficient  manner  in  which 
the  plates  are  engraved,  in  the  paucity 
of  words  used  in  the  notes,  in  the  want  of 
▼ariety  in  the  character  employed;  in  the 
small  quantity  of  manuscript,  and  hi  the 
uniform  badness  of  the  hand-writing,  idl 
which  contribute  to  the  facility  with  which 
these  notes  are  now  imitated  by  the  infe- 
rior class  of  engravers,  and  make  it  so 
difficult  for  the  community  at  large  to  dis- 
tinguisb  between  a  forged  and  a  genuine 
Bank  note ;  that  the  petitioners  conceive 
that  the  art  of  writing  on  copper-plate  is 
now  carried  to  such  perfection  in  this 
country,  that  this  alone,  if  applied  by  the 
best  artists  of  that  class  to  the  execution 
ef  the  Bank  of  England  notes,  would  ren- 
der their  imitation  exceedingly  difficult  if 
Bot  impossible,  even  without  tne  introduc- 
tion of  an  expensive  and  complicated  vig- 
nette :  and  that  this  improved  stvle  of 
copper-plate  writing,  when  combined  with 
an  increased  quantity  and  a  more  artifi- 
cial arrangement  of  the  words,  both  en  • 
graved  and  written,  in  each  note,  would 
remove  in  a  great  degree  the  temptation 
to  crime  by  increasing  the  difficulty  of  its 
commission,  and  would  thus  prevent  those 
numerous  trials  and  frequent  executions 
which  shock  the  feelings  of  the  humane 
and  disgrace  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try ;  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  petitioners, 
an  additional  and  important  obstacle  to 
the  success  of  those  who  now  make  a  trade 
of  forging  and  uttering  Bank  of  England 
notes  would  be  interposed  by  the  simple 
expedient  of  affixing  the  king's  stamp  to 
each  note;  and  the  petitioners  submit, 
that  this  of  itself,  without  any  alteration 
in  the  present  mode  or  amount  of  the 
composition  for  the  duty  paid  by  the  Bank, 
would  afford  to  the  pubhc  a  familiar  and 
eaty  mode  of  detecting  forgeries ;  the  pe- 
titioners, therefore,  humbly  pray  the  House 
to  take  thb  matter  into  their  serious  con- 
sideration, with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether,  by  these  or  by  some  other  means, 
the  forgery  of  Bank  or  England  notes  may 
not  be  prevented,  or  at  least  rendered 
more  difficult." 

On  the  motion,  that  the  petition  do  lie 
OB  the  table, 

Mr.  Dugdale  said,  he  thought  the  case 
stated  by  the  petitioners  deserved  the 
most  serious  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gre^fdi  gave  notice,  that  if  the 
motion  about  to  be  brought  forward  by 
his  right  boo.  friend  should  not  succeed, 
it  was  the  intention  of  his,hon.  and  learn- 
ed friend  (sir  J.  Mackintosh)  to  move, 
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some  day  next  week,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  forgerf 
of  Bank  of  England  notes. 

Sir  James  Sahara  stated,  that  half  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  circulated  in  the 
three  northern  counties  turned  out  to  be 
forgeries.  Therefore,  those  counties  were 
the  more  alarmed  by  the  apprehended 
attempt  to  force  the  cnrculation  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  in  preference  to  coun- 
try Bank  notes :  for  the  latter  were  scarcely 
ever  forged,  because  they  were  liable  to 
be  so  readily  detected ;  but  the  forgery  of 
Bank  of  England  notes  was  so  frequent, 
that  the  grand  jurors  of  the  counties  al« 
luded  to  were  quite  shocked  at  the  num- 
ber of  the  bills  of  indictment  preferred 
for  felony.  He  hoped  that  this  subject 
would  meet  with  tt>e  serloua  attention  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  ThfAitpion  said,  that  no  one  could 
reflect  without  horror  upon  the  multi- 
plication of  forgeries  to  which  the  pre« 
sent  system  save  birth.  He  was  assured, 
that  no  less  than  thirty  forgeries  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  were  detected  every 
week  at  the  several  country  banks.  The 
Bank  of  England  suflbred  no  loss  by  these 
forgeries,  but  the  poor  and  ignorant,  into 
whose  hands  the  forged  notes  fell,  suf- 
fered most  severely.  Sorely,  then,  some 
means  should  be  adopted  to  put  an  end 
!  to  the  evil.  The  Bank  might  eosily,  he 
\  thought,  contrive  to  call  in  all  its  old 
,  notes,  and  issue  notes  upon  a  new  plan, 
I  and  thus  forgery  would  be  checked,  al 
least  for  a  time.  But  was  it  not  possible 
to  devise  some  plate  which  could  not  be 
imitated  ?  Every  description  of  ingenuity 
should  be  employed  upon  such  a  subject. 
It  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  do  so.  There  were  last  year 
not  less  than  140  capital  forgeries  de- 
tected. To  what  sanguinary  persecutions, 
then,  must  such  a  system  give  birth? 
The  Bank  directors  might  coolly  in  their 
parlour  give  orders  for  a  prosecution,  but 
they  ought  to  know  and  feel  that  every 
such  order  was  tantamount  to  an  order 
for  the  death  of  a  fellow-creature,  and 
that  the  multiplication  of  these  melancholy 
deaths  was  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  buogUng  clumsy  manner  in  which  their 
notes  were  at  present  constructed. 

General  Thornton  said,  that  he  had  two 
years  ago  endeavoured  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  subject,  and  he 
congratulated  both  the  House  and  the 
country  upon  the  impression  which  now 
so  generally  prevailed,  as  to  justify  the 
(2F) 
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hope  of  some  remedy  for  the  evil  com- 
plained of. 

Mr.  Dugdale  seeing  sir  James  Mackin* 
tosh  enter  the  House,  asked  the  hon.  and 
leiirped  gentleman  whether  he  meant  to 
hriQ^  forward  any  motion  upon  this  sub* 
ject  r* 

Sir  J,  Mackintosh  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative, and  said,  thal^  should  the  motion 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  was  about  to 
bring  forward  this  evening  unfortunately 
fail,  he  would,  in  the  courae  of  the  even- 
iog)  give  notice,  for  the  next  open  day, 
of  tiie  motion  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

General  Gascoi/ne  said^  that  Bank  of 
England  notes  formed  the  principal  cir- 
culating medium  at  Liverpool,  and  that 
the  «|ate  in  which  the  notes  of  low  value 
generally  were,  afforded  facilities  for  for- 
gery. Many  of  these  notes- were,  indeed, 
so  old  and  worn  out  from  being  long  in ' 
circulation,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  fold 
them.  In  London  notes  were  seldom 
found  in  such  a  state,  because  they  could 
Z>e  easily  exchanged  at  the  Bank;  and  if 
some  means  were  adopted  for  facilitating 
the  exchange  of  notes  in  the  country,  he 
thought  that  something  might  be  done  to 
impede  the  operation  of  forgery;  but 
much  more  efficacious  measures  must  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  great  evils  of  for- 
gery, if  the  nation  was  to  go  on  with  its 
present  circulating  medium. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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State  of  the  Circulating  Medium 
i^>AND  Resumption  of  Cash  Payments 
BY  THE  Bank.]  Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he 
rose  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  several  weeks  ago,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  that  had  for  a  long  pe- 
riod been  brought  under  its  consideration. 
He  was  afraid  that  he  should  be  obliged 
to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  but  he 
could  only  assure^it  that  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment  he  would  avoid  doing  so  for  a 
single  moment  unnecessarily.  He  had 
no  more  to  observe  except  that  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  the  time  which  its  discus- 
sion would  engage,  and  his  own  imper- 
fect qualifications  for  the  task  which  he 
had  undertaken  would  reauire  all  the  in- 
dulgence and  kindness  ot  the  House  to 
enable  him  to  bring  that  subject  fairly 
under  its  review. 

The  importance  of  tlie  subjject  on  which 


he  was  addressing  the  House  mutt  be  at 
once  felt  when  he  stated  that  the  purpose 
of  bis  motion  was,  to  ascertain  tbe  real 
state  of  the  currency ;  to  make  it  known 
what  the  people  of  this  country  and  tbe 
people  of  foreign  countries  who  were  c<»- 
nected  witli  them,  were  trusting  to  aa  tbe 
means  of  carrying  oq  &eir  respective 
deaUngs*  The  mere  statement  of  this  ob« 
ject  was  sufficient  to  exhibit  its  magni- 
tude ;  and  that  magnitude  was  not  dimt* 
nished  by  the  total  abstinence  from  alt 
consideration  of  this  subject  which  had  hi* 
tberto  marked  the  present  session.  Many 
persons,  indeed,  were  much  perplexed  by 
the  interesting  question — whether  the 
country  was  at  present  in  a  state  of  pro8« 
perity  or  adversity  ?  He  should  limit  him- 
self  to  the  statement  of  the  actual  circum*- 
stances.  Wbatseemed  undeniable  was,  tbafe 
we  had  a  funded  debt  (to  speak  in  rooncl 
numbers)  of  800,000,000/. ;  and  in  this 
third  year  of  peace,  an  unfunded  debt  o£ 
40,000,000/.  The  total  amount  of  ous 
debt  therefore  was  840,000^000/.;  whicb» 
as>  he  apprehended,  was  rather  an  appal-^ 
ling  consideration.  But  we  were  not,  it 
was  said,  without  some  comfort  in.  diie 
unpromising  state  of  alairs :  we  had  a 
sinking  fund  of  14,000,000/.,  and  that 
brought  us  round  to  the  side  of  pcospe^ 
rity.  But  then,  again,  it  occurred,  that 
it  was  necessary  to  borrow  the  whole  of 
this  14,000,000/.  or  amount  of  tbe  sinking 
fund,  which  recollection  repkced  us  in  a 
situation  of  adversity.  But  to  set  off  this» 
we  had  tbe  chanceUor  of  the  exchequer 
exulting  at  the  advantageous  terms  on 
which  he  could  obtain  the  loan,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  Tiemey)  presumed  must  pass  ta 
the  credit  of  t&e  prosperous  side  of  our 
a&irs. 

Thus  much  as  to  the  actual  state  of  oar 
circumstances.  The  next  question  which 
presented  itself  was-^ught  this  protpe* 
rity,  if  prosperity  it  was,  to  be  bottomed 
on  a  paper  currency  not  convertible  into 
specie?  Every  man  who  heard  him  would, 
he  had  no  doubt,  say  in  answer  *<  God 
forbid !"  He  believed  that  none  even  of 
the  warmest  admirers  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, not  to  refer  to  those  who  had  hi- 
therto supported  the  restriction  on  the 
ground  ofsome  special  emergency,  would 
venture  to  maintain  that  it  ought.  Were 
such  a  measure  distinctly  propoaedi  every 
man  would  declare  his  aversion  to  it. 
How  happen^  it  then  that,  in  the  third 
year  of  peace,  the  same  measure  of  res- 
triction on  cash  payments,  whioboould^ 
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done  be  juitffied  by  the  extraordinary 
pr608are  of  a  moec  extraordinary  war,  was 
to  be  renewed  ^  How  hap)«eoea  it  then, 
that  the  pledse  ^ven  by  parliament  two 
years, ago  of  &e  return  to  cash  payments 
on  the  5th  of  July  next  was  about  to  be 
rescinded? 

These  consideratians  led  him  to  the 
immediate  object  of  discussion,  namely, 
ougltt  the  restriction  to  be  renewed  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, the  chancdlor  of  the  exchequer? 
The  House  must  surely  think  that  some 
extraordinary  grounds  ought  to  be  laid 
for  such  a  proposition,  when  it  was  recol- 
lected that  on  passing  the  bill  two  years 
ago  all  the  grounds  on  which  the  original 
necessity  for  restricting  the  Bank  nrom 
payments  in  cash  was  founded  were  aban- 
doned. Now  with  regard  to  the  new  ne* 
cessity,  therefore,  what  was  the  showing 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer?  U 
was,  that  certain  British  merchants  had 
evinced  a  disposition  to  embark  in  fo* 
rei|^  loans,  and  that  a  great  number  of 
Bntisk  traveliert  were  indulging  their 
coriositv  sibroad.  Indeed  he  believed  he 
might  throw  the  travellers  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, for  he  had  the  aothority  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  statine,  that  they  hisd 
all  returned --at  least  in  the  proportion  of 
78  to  99— for  out  of  99,000^.  who  had 
left  England,  ISfiOOl.  had  according  to 
the  right  hon.  sentleman's  own  statement, 
eome  back«*-It  was  material  here  to  re- 
collect, that  when  the  original  measure 
lor  restricting  the  payments  of  the  Bank 
was  submitted  to  parliament,  a  minister 
at  least  as  powerful  as  the  ri^ht  hon.  gen-' 
tieman  who  stood  as  hi^h  m  the  public 
confidence,  and  wascertamly  not  inferior  to 
him  as  a  financier-^the  late  Mr.  Pitt— > 
did  feel  it  due  to  parliament,  not  only  to 
inform  the  House  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  necessity  for  the  order  in  council  that 
had  been  issued  rested,  but  referred  the 
consideration  of  those  grounds  to  a  com- 
mittee above  stairs.  He  did  not  think  it 
enough,  like  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite, to  come  down  to  the  Hou^e  and 
to  say  at  once,  "  I  believe  the  restriction 
to  be  expedient,  and  therefore  you  ought 
to  do  the  same."  It  was  material  also  to 
revert  to  the  actual  state  of  public  affiiirs 
when  the  measure  was  introouced  by  Mr. 
Pht,  and  to  contrast  it  with  the  state  of 
thines  at  present.  In  the  year  1797,  the 
Banx  of  Eoghmd  made  a  representation 
to  government,  that  great  drams  were 
making  on  themi  and  the  act  suspending 


cash  payments  was  expressly  founded  on 
the  report  of  a  committee  statine,   that 
those  drains  were  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
aggerated alarms,   and  unfounded  panic, 
arising  from  political  circumstances  that  at 
that  period  existed  in  the  country.    We 
were  now,  in  the  year  1818,  at  profound 
peace  with  all  the  world ;  with  no  alarm, 
no  wish  to  hoard  in  any  part  of  the  com- 
munity, no  threat  of  invasion,  no  foreign 
subsidies,  no  army  abrosd  on  whose  exer- 
tions fas  used  to  be  said)  depended  the 
fate  or  the  civilised  world.  But  for  all  these 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's  simple 
assertion  was  to  be  the  substitute.  Against 
drains,  panic,  war,   invasion,   subsidies, 
the  spirit  of  hoarding  and  the  hopes  of  tlie 
civilised  world,  the  House  had  the  belief 
of  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman,  and  nothing 
else,    ^w  he  objected  against  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  testimony ;  for  he  was 
an    interested   witness ;  — interested   he 
would  say,  because  the  whole  of  his  finan- 
cial arrangements,  their  support  and  per- 
manence, were  built  on  the  continuance 
of  the  principle  of  restriction.     He  did 
not  mean  to  impute  any  improper  motives 
to  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman,   but,  ^  witli 
every  rehance  on  his  honourable  inten- 
tions,  it  was  impossible,  with  this  con- 
sciousness on  his  mind,  that  he  could  be 
free  from  bias  in  forming  his  opinion  on 
the  question  under  consideration.    The 
fact  was,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  pledged  himself,  by  his  recent  plan 
of  finance,  or  conversion  of  stock,  or  loan, 
or  by  whatever  name  it  might  inaccu- 
rately be  called  (for  there  was  no  word  in 
the  English  language  descriptive  of  so 
complicated  a  transaction)  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  Bank  restriction.    No  man 
could  believe  that  the  subscription  would 
have  succeeded  but  from  the  confidence 
entertained  by  those  who  engaged  in  it, 
that  such   was  the  minister's   intention. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  therefore  was 
bound  to  continue  the  restriction ;   for 
otherwise  he  roust  break  faith  with  men 
who  confided  in  his  projects  and  specula- 
tions.    He  had  a  airect  interest  in  the 
passing  of  the  Restriction  bill,  for  other- 
wise it  would  be  thought  that  he  had  de- 
ceived  those  who  had  embarked  their 
money  on  that  security. 

But,  had  the  House  of  Commons  entered 
into  no  pledge  ?  What  did  it,  two  years  ago, 
tell  the  holders  of  Bank  of  England  notes, 
who,  on  the  faith  of  that  pledge,  might, 
during  those  two  years,  have  entered  into 
various  securities  and  undertakings?    It 
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assured  them  that  on  the  5th  of  July  I8I89 
(hey  should  be  paid  in  cash.     It  gave 
them  that  assurance  in  the  solemn  form 
of  a  legislative  enactment.    Even  as  late 
as  the  month  of  June  last  year,  the  right 
hoo.  gentleman  himself  assured  parlia- 
ment (hat  the  arrangement  on  the  part  of 
Che  public  with  the  Bank  would  be  carried 
into  effect,  and  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
would  he  paid  in  cash.   All  this  was  now, 
however,  to  be  done    away,— and   by 
whom  ?     By  the  House  of  Commons  1 
The  House  was  called  upon,  after  these 
solemn  declarations  and  enactments,  to 
break  £aith  with  the  public  creditor—for 
it  w&j  nothing  less.   Would  not  the  House 
at  least  previously  inquire  whether  it  was 
not  possible  to  fulfil  the  engagement  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  interests?-— 
He  had  said  before  that  he  objected  to 
€he  chancellor  of  the  exchequer's  testi- 
mony on  this  subject,  because  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  could  be  a  disinterested 
witness.    His  accusation  against  the  right 
}ion.  gentleman  went  further— he  had  now 
to  accuse  him  not  alone  of  not  dealing 
fairly,    but  of  dealing  unfairly  by  the 
^ouse.    He  (Mr.  Tierney)  was  speakiiu[ 
to  a  body  of  gentlemen,  wno,  perhaps,  had 
never  read  the  provisions  of  tne  bill  which 
4wo  years  aeo  passed  the  House,  and  the 
object  of  which  was  to  delay  the  resump- 
tion of  cash    payments  for  two  years. 
What  were  the  grounds  on  which  that 
bill  was  founded  i    The  delay  it  granted 
was  founded,  not  on  any  supposed  danger 
in  our  internal  or  external  relations,  but 
on  the  expedleacy  of  giving  time  to  the 
Bank  of  England  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments as  might  in  their  discretion  seem 
necessar3r  to  guard  against  any  possible 
inconvenience  in  recommencing  their  cash 
payment^.    These  words  were  inserted  in 
tlie  preamble,  for  the  precise  purpose  of 
showing  that  there  was  no  obstacle  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  country  to  the  re- 
sumption, and  that  without  the  possibility 
of  further  delay,  on  the  5th  of  July,  181 8| 
those  cash  payments  would  be  resumed. 
What  would  the  House  think  when  he 
assured  it,  that  the  very  preamble  of  that 
bill  passed  two  years  ago,  was  also  the 
preamble  of  the  bill  before  the  House  ?— 
There  they  had  it,  word  for  word,  comma 
for  comma,  stop  for  stop.    Nothing  could 
be  more  amusing,  if  on  a  subject  so  serious, 
stage  effect  were  desirable,  than  to  call 
on  the  clerk  to  read  them  both.    Neither 
the  foreign  loans  nor  the  british  travellerst 
irhich  were  the  grounds  on  which  the 
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right  hon.  gentleman  founded  the  neces* 
sity  of  the  present  biU  were  mentioned  in 
its  preamble,  but  the  okl  ground  was 
taken,  although  the  Bank  directors  stated. 
that  they  were  perfectly  ready  and 
willing  to  pay  immediately  in  money.  In. 
what  a  situation  would  the  House  be 
placed  if  it  passed  such  a  bill !  It  was 
about  to  vote  that  which  stated  that  the 
Bank  was  not  ready  to  pay,  while  the 
Directors  were  declaring  that  they  wete 
perfecUy  ready !  It  redly  would  be  al* 
most  an  insult  on  the  decent  and  soleona 
forms  of  legislation,  to  suffer  the  bill  to 
become  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  and  on 
its  present  pretences.  If  the  negotiatioa 
of  foreign  loans  was  the  true  ground  for 
continuing  the  system  on  which  we  were 
now  acting,  why  was  it  not  so  stated  in 
the  preamble  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  an  unfounded  and  exagge- 
rated  apprehension;  but  still  it  had  the 
appearance  of  a  reason,  and  ouebt  to  be 
inserted  in  the  preamble  of  the  oilL 

But  he  should  wish  to  know  whether  or 
not  the  Bank  directors  had  been  con- 
sulted on  the  proposed  measure  as  ex- 
Eressed  in  the  present  bill  ?  If  they  had 
een  consulted,  and  if  they  had  sanctioned 
it,  then  had  they  sanctioned  that  which 
was  directly  at  variance  with  their  own 
declarations.  If  they  had  not  been  con- 
sultedi  why  should  not  the  House  exa^ 
mine  them  as  to  the  fact  of  their 
being  prepared  to  pay  or  not?  It  was 
desirable  to  learn  if  they  had  ever  made 
any  representations  to  government  on  the 
subject  of  the  foreign  loans.  As  he  per- 
ceived no  sign  of  assent  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  concluded 
they  had  not.  Let  the  House  look,  theD« 
at  the  situation  in  which  It  was  placed.  In 
1797  the  Bank  directors  represented  to 
Mr.  Pitt  that  the  drains  upon  them  were 
such  as  to  threaten  the  safety  of  the 
House,  as  it  was  called.  A  dread  of 
similar  effects,  had  led  to  the  continuance 
of  the  restriction  down  to  the  year  1816. 
A  postponement  of  the  return  to  cash 
payments  was  then  determined  upon,  on 
grounds  wholly  distinct  from  the  former ; 
and  the  right  hoo.  gentleman,  so  late  as 
the  last  session,  had  declared  his  coofi* 
dent  belief  that  cash  payments  would  be 
resumed  at  the  Bank  on  the  5th  of  Jul? 
of  the  present  year.  In  this  statement  all 
the  Bank  directors  in  the  House  con- 
curred, at  least  if  he  might  judge  by  their 
countenances— the  only  means  by  which 
the  House  could  form  an  opinioo  of  their 
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meaning ;  for  a  more  taciturn  let  of  gen* 
tlemen  were  not  often  to  be  met  with. 
The  complacencj  of  manner  with  which 
they  listened  to  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's declaration,  prored  either  that  they 
were  of  the  same  opinion,  or  that  they 
were  laughing  in  their  sleeves  at  the  mon- 
strous nonsense  he  was  talking.  If  they 
agreed  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  assu- 
ranccy  that  cash  payments  were  to  be 
resumed,  they  could  have  had  no  appre- 
hension from  the  effects  of  foreign  loans. 
Hie  right  hon.  gentleman  must  be  assured 
that  the  French  loan  never  would  have 
been  taken  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Baring),  if  it  had  been  stated  to  him  that 
government  regarded  it  as  a  transaction 
Uiat  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  country.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  he  well  knew,  had  been  con- 
sulted by  his  hon  friend  on  the  subject, 
and  from  his  being  a  Bank  director  also, 
die  whole  Bank  must  have  known  of  his 
engagement  in  that  loan.  The  House 
must  therefore  see  that  it  was  driven  to 
inauire  into  these  facts  before  it  came  to 
a  decision  on  the  important  principle  of 
restriction. 

He  must  agmn  ask  were  the  Bank 
directors  serious  in  their  acquiesoence  last 
year  in  the  assurances  of  me  ri^ht  hon. 
sentleman,  or  were  they,  which  God 
knows  he  sometimes  thought,  laiighing 
at  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ?  ft  the 
latter,  that  was  an  abundantly  sufficient 
reason  for  not  trusting  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  belief  on  a  question  of  this 
nature.  If  the  House,  however,  consulted 
its  own  character  and  the  mere  decorum 
of  its  proceedings,  it  would  not  pass  the 
measure  with  its  present  preamble.  In- 
deed, he  did  not  doubt  that  some  hon. 
director  would  that  night  abjure  the 
whole  proposition  on  which  the  proposed 
enactment  was  founded,  and  aver  that  the 
Bank  stood  in  no  need  of  further  prepa- 
ration. The  House  was  therefore  odled 
upon  to  legislate  on  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  diificult^  and  importance,  on  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman— on  a 
breath  that  passed  away.  Not  a  single 
syllable  of  tne  groimds  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  to  be  found  in  the 
propped  enactment.  The  bill  abjured 
those  grounds. 

If  he  were  to  stop  hen,  he  diould 
think  he  had  m^e  out  a  sufficient  case  for 
inquirv ;  but  it  might,  perhaps  not  imrea^ 
sonably  be  expected  of  him  tnat  he  should 
suggest  what  be  would  propose  for  in- 


quiry if  the  Committee  were  to  be  ap- 

Somted.  This  brought  him  to  the  consi- 
oration  of  the  foreign  loans.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  that  the  disposition  of 
certain  merchants  to  engage  m  loans  to 
foreign  powers,  had  raised  the  price  of 
gold,  and  that  that  rise  in  the  price  of 
gold  was  the  object  of  just  alarm ;  and  to 
guard  against  the  evil  consequences  of  such 
a  state  of  things,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  proposed  to  continue  the  restriction 
for  one  year  more.  Before,  however^ 
the  House  could  admit  the  conclusion 
that  those  loans  and  the  high  price  of  gold 
were  a  sufficient  justification  of  Che  pro- 
posed measure,  tliere  were  several  points 
which  it  was  incumbent  on  every  hon. 
member  who  desired  to  vote  from  convic- 
tion, rather  than  from  a  disposition  to 
compliment  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to 
have  clearly  ascertained  by  an  exami- 
nation of  persons  competent  to  afford  the 
necessary  information;  he  meant  such 
persons  as  were  formerly  examined  on  the 
original  restriction  bill,  and  subseouently 
on  the  bullion  inquiry.  He  should  first 
advert  to  the  stress  that  was  laid  upon  th^ 
high  price  of  gold.  And  here  he  would 
fftve  gentlemen  the  gratification  of  assur- 
mg  them  that  he  would  abstain  from  all 
abstruse  propositions ;  first,  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  his  own  inability ;  and,  se* 
condly,  from  a  conriction  that  the  last 
place  in  which  such  questions  could  be 
discussed  with  advantage  was  a  popular 
assembly.  His  wish,  nevertheless,  was, 
to  state  intelligibly,  if  he  could,  what  the 
points  were  which  oueht  to  be  referred  to 
a  committee.  And  first,  be  woidd  ask 
the  House,  if  it  was  satisfied  that  all 
which  had  'emanated  from  Uie  Bullion 
Committee,  should  be  set  aside?  Was  it 
convinced  that  the  price  of  gold  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
circulation  ?  He  trusted  that  he  gave  no 
oftnce  in  any  quarter,  when  he  alluded  to 
the  Bullion  Committee.  Though  many 
might  charge  the  Bullion  Committee  with 
too  extensive  a  reliance  on  one  principle, 
and  with  not  attending  to  all  the  circum- 
stances that  influenced  the  price  of  gold, 
he  believed  there  was  no  intelligent  man 
who  did  not  believe  that  an  excessive 
issue  of  paper  must  have  a  certain  opera- 
tion on  it.  In  order,  therefore,  to  clear 
awa^  every  thing  that  obstructed  a  fair 
consideration  of  the  subject,  it  would  be 
first  necessary  to  inquire  what  was  the 
probable  amount  of  the  increase  in  the 
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price  of  fold  that  was  attributable  to  the 
issues  of  paper.  Having  disposed  of  that 
first  point,  it  should  be  considered,  whe- 
ther other  circumstances  affected  tl^t 
price.  The  Bank^  it  was  generaUy  be" 
lievedt  was  at  present  in  possession  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  bullion  than  it  had 
ever  had  in  its  vaults  at  any  former  period, 
and  to  which  it  was  presumed  the  Direc- 
torst  rusted,  when  they  professed  their  rea- 
diness to  pay  in  coin,  Kow,  if  you  took 
from  the  market,  an  article  in  demand,  as 
well  from  your  own  purchases  as  from 
Other  circumstances,  must  not  the  amount 
subtracted,  and  bv  the  measure  of  re- 
striction precluded  from  circulation,  most 
materially  increase  the  price  of  thalt  ar- 
ticle ?  The  issue  of  bank  paper,  and  Uie 
amount  of  gold  in  the  possession  of  the 
Bank  must  each,  to  a  certain  extent, 
operate  on  the  price  of  gold.  There  was 
B  third  course  productive  of  a  similar 
effect,  arising  from  the  difference  between 
the  present  silver  and  geld  currency.  He 
begged  to  be  understood  as  not  dogma- 
tizmg.  He  spoke  as  an  ignorant  men 
eamestlv  desirous  of  information ;  and  it 
required  no  other  quality  than  modesty 
to  induce  others  to  participate  in  the  same 
desire.  The  proportion  of  value  between 
file  two  currencies  before  the  last  comage 
was  as  15  and  a  fraction  to  lit  anda  frac- 
tion. The  difierence  now  amounted  to 
5/.  18;.  per  cent ;  a  differeoce^hich  must 
enhance  the  price  of  gold ;  for  ikntil  silver 
reached  the  price  of  5s»  6d,  per  ounce,  it 
could  not  be  exported  as  equivalent  to  the 
gold.  It  was,  therefore,  a  question  en- 
titled to  consideration,  to  ascertain  what 
effect  all  these  three  causes  produced  on 
the  price  of  gold.  If  the  excess  of  the 
bullion  price  of  gold  was,  as  he  believed, 
four  shillings  in  the  ounce  above  the 
Mint  prince,  must  not  a  large  proportion 
of  that  excess  be  attributable  to  the  other 
causes  which  he  had  mentioned,  and  not 
to  foreign  loans  ?  If  so,  it  was  a  circum- 
stance that  required  the  most  grave  and 
mature  consideration  of  the  House.  And 
with  respect  to  the  foreign  loans,  he 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whe- 
ther six  months  ago,  at  the  moment  he 
spoke  with  such  certainty  of  the  Bank  re- 
suming its  payments,  be  did  not  kno^ 
that  those  loans  were  in  contemplation? 
There  was  not  a  particle  of  di&eenoe 
between  the  loan  then  negotieited,  and 
the  loans  which  were  expected  to  be  ne- 
gotiated. The  right  hon.  gentleman  aeoB- 
ed  to  take  fright  at  the  term  lottn^  bot 
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whether  the]fr  were  loans,  or  remittances 
to  purchase  in  the  Frendi  funds,  govern- 
ment must  have  been  aware  of  them  as 
they  had  the  sanction  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite;  and  to  whom  he  (Mr.  Tiemey) 
was  individually  obliged,  having  recovered 
as  a  claimant  money  which  he  had  never 
expected  to  receive.  But  if  this  dispoai* 
tion  to  invest  money  in  foreign  stock 
alarmed  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  was  it  not  of 
his  own  creation  ^  He  had  exerted  htmseiC 
successfully  in  raising  the  funds  in  this 
country,  and  consequently  in  lowering  the 
interest  of  money.  Was  it  not  then  very  na* 
turalthat  the  capitalists  diouldtakethe  ad- 
vantage of  the  rise  in  the  price,  and  trans- 
fer their  capital  where  they  could  obtain  a 
higher  rate  of  interest?  But  if  these  ques- 
tions were  to  depend  on  the  negotiation  of 
foreign  loans,  where  were  the  apprehensions 
respecting  them  to  end?  It  was  true,  the 
restriction  was  proposed  only  for  one  year. 
But  what  security  had  the  House,  ttuit 
when  the  bill  was  about  to  expire  the 
same  alleged  necessity  might  not  agaia 
present  itselff  In  this  country,  whea 
there  was  a  loan,  the  money  was  borrow- 
ed first,  and  the  interest  was  provided  for 
by  parliament ;  but  in  France  the  case  was 
directly  the  reverse.  Instead  of  stating 
what  amount  of  capital  they  required,  the 
French  government  announced  the  amount 
of  rentes  or  annuities  they  had  to  dispose 
of.  They  were  at  liberty  to  postpone  or 
put  off  the  arrangement  until  they  thought 
they  could  obtain  the  most  advantaeeoos 
terms.  When,  therefore,  they  heard  of  a 
large  loan  for  France,  it  was  not  to  be 
presumed  that  the  money  was  wanting  im- 
mediately. At  present  every  thing  seemed 
to  ffo  on  flourishingly  in  France.  The 
stocks  were  up ;  which,  aS  there  was  no 
paper  currency,  was  a  fiiir  measure  of 
prosperity.  While  we  were  talking  here 
of  prosperity,  and  had  nothrne  but  paoer, 
the  stocks  fell;  whereas  in  France,  wnile 
they  were  talking  only  of  adversity,  and 
had  no  paper,  the  stocks  rose.  It  was  most 
probable  that  the  French  minister  would 
wait  antil  the  funds  had  increased  in  fnrioe 
before  he  brought  the  annuities  to  be  ne- 
gotiated for  to  sale.  The  transacticm 
might  not  happen  for  nispe  months.  We 
should  at  that  time  be  precisely  in  the  very 
^itualaon  ih  which  we  weffe  now  supposed 
by  the  right  hon.  gentbrnaa,  the  chanceBot 
of  theexcheqoerto  be  placeA,aiKl  on  which 
he  fowided  the  necessity  4if  the  renewed 
restriction.    Ifso,  wastheHMsesgaiato 
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have  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  bill,  and 
for  the  third  time  hi«  preamble  I  He  could 
not  help  thinkings  that  if  the  government 
of  France  were  to  requite  a  dday  of  afev 
months  for  the  piqrm^nt  of  the  amount  of 
the  indemnifications,  public  and  private, 
under  admitted  securities^  that  the  allied 
powers  wouldmostlikely,  and  in  htsopioion 
most  wisely,  abstain  from  pressing  the  de- 
mands immediately.    If  suchan  arrange* 
ment  should  take  place,  the  same  appre* 
beosions  would  again  be  urged  against  the 
sesumption  of  cssb  payments ;   so  that  it 
was  impoisibie  to  say  when  the  restriction 
miffht  begotoif.  The risht  hon.  gentleman 
bad    calculated   the   loan   that    France 
wanted  at  10,000,000/.  sterling.    Taking 
the  amount  of  indemnifications  to  foreign 
governmenuandtndividuals  at  20,000^000^ 
sterling  ^valuingthe  French  stoek  at  68)» 
the  total  amount  of  money  wanted  by 
France  was  SOfiOOfiOOL    Now,  to  what 
extent  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  this 
country  would  contribute  towards  such  a 
loan.    He  had  no  hesitation  in-saying,  and 
he  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  in  the  present  confidence 
which  was  entertained  with  respect  to  the 
French  finances,  a  very  lat^e  sum  would 
fgo  from  other  oountries.     ft  was  obvious, 
mdeed,  that  this  would  be  done  by  great 
capitalists,  in  ocder  to  obtain  the  present 
high  rate  of  interest  in  the  French  funds. 
Among  other  descriptions  of  infbrma^ 
tion  that  he  was  desiroos  of  acquiring  on 
this  subject,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
or  not  he  was  to  understand  (as  it  had 
been  stated  in  some  of  the  public  journals 
to  have  been  declared   by  the  duke  de 
Richelieu),  that  the  claims  of  individuals 
on  the  French  government,  whether  those 
individuals  chose  it  or  not,  might  be  liqui- 
dated by  their  receiving   stock   in   the 
French  funds.    For  instance,  a  Prussian, 
or  any  other  foreigner,  having  a  daim  on 
the  French  government  for  any  sum,  might 
be  told  that  he  should  be  paid  not  in  mo- 
no^, but  in  stock;  a  proceeding  which 
might  be  so  conducted  as  to  be  wholly 
unobjectionable.    Thus,  if  such  an  indivi- 
dual had  a  clshn  on*  the  French  govern- 
ment for  a  hundred  pounds,  the  manner  in 
which  that  claim  was  to  be  liquidated, 
might  be  to  take  the  value  of  the  French 
stock,  the  five  per  cents,  say  at  68,  and  to 
give  him  as  much  of  that  stock  as  if  sold 
would  produce  his  hundred  poimds.    In 
thai  case  there  would  be  no  transmission 
of  Dioney,  which  would  counteract  the  ne- 
cessi^  of  a  loan.     The  chancellor  of  the 


exchequer  seemed  to  smile  at  his  i^no- 
rance,  but  he  should  like  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  explain  how  it  could  be 
othtf  wise  tlian  so^  This  was  at  any  rate 
a  question  deserving  serious  consideration, 
and  ought  to  be  referred  to  them-  who 
were  competent  to  iovesti^te  it*  Ano- 
ther question,  and  a  very  important  ODe> 
connected  with  the  French  loan,  was,  whe* 
ther  after  the  proportion  that  was  to  be 
fitrnished  from  this  country  was  properly 
estioaated,  it  was  to  go  all  together  in  goUl 
or  not.  Was  no  part  of  it  to  go  in  goods  I 
Part  of  it  would,  no  doubt,  go  in  the 
way  in  which  it  would  be  most  conve* 
nient  for  the  remitter  tosend  it.  To  say 
that  the  whole  of  it  must  be  remitted  in 
gold,  and  that  therefore  the  price  of  sold 
most  be  proportionably  raised,  would  be 
just  as  absurd  as  to  say  that  a  con* 
tiiact  made  to  supply  a  foreign  army  with 
bread  must  raise  the  price  of  flour  in  Eng- 
land, when  it  was  known  that  such  flour 
might  be  procured  by  remittances  on  the 
spot  where  it  was  to  be  used,  or  that 
cottons  might  be  shipped  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  it.  But  if  the  loan  to  France 
was  actually  to  be  paid  in  gold,  he  was  at 
a  loss  to  conceive  why  the  means  of  so  re- 
mitting it,  should  not  be  afforded  by  the 
resumption  of  cash  payments  on  the  part 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  No  mercantile 
man  would  deny  that  such  a  proceeding 
must,    by  improving  the  exchange,   be 

froductive  of^  great  commercial  benefits, 
t  was  not  to  to  supposed  that  the  gold 
tlius  sent  out  woula  not  return.  Unless 
there  was  something  in  the  air  of  thia 
country  repulsive  of  that  metal,  if  gold 
went  out  eold  would  come  back.  This 
was  there&re  an  additional  ground  for 
the  resumption  of  cash  paymente  by  the 
Bank  of  England.  Let  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land send  out  large  quantities  of  gold  from 
their  coffers.  That  would  alter  the  rate 
of  exchange.  The  Bank  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  purchasing  gold  to  replenish 
their  coflers,  though  certainly  at  some 
loss.  But  the  question  for  the  House  to 
determine  was,  which  was  best — ^that 
Great  Britain  should  lose  the  character 
for  good  faith  which  she  had  hitherto 
maintained,  or  ihat  the  Bank  should  be 
compelled  to  disgorffe  a  part  of  the 
enormous  profits  which  it  had  nude  from 
the  country  at  large?  Was  it  more 
desirable  that  the  public  credit  should  be 
preaorved,  or  that  the  Bank,  liaving  accu- 
mulated millions  upon  millions,  without 
havii^  contributed  m  the  smallest  degree 
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to  the  national  expenditure,  should  be 
enabled  to  persevere  in  that  system  ?  At 
any  rate  this  was  another  fit  subject  for 
inquiry.  It  ought  to  be  ascertained 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were 
best  informed  on  the  subject,  gold  might 
not  with  advantage  be  sent  abroad— 
whether  that  would  not  alter  the  rate  of 
exchange  in  our  favour — whether  that 
gold  would  not  in  all  probability  return— 
whether  it  might  not  be  repurchased  by 
the  Bank— and  whether  all  this  machinery 
would  not  continue  in  motion  without 
danger  or  inconvenience,  there  beine  no 
'danger  that  during  peace  it  would  be 
stopped  or  impeded  by  any  recurrence  of 
that  disposition  to  hoard  gold,  which 
naturally  exbted  during  the  war  ?  And 
as  to  the  loss  which  the  Bank  would  suffer 
by  the  transaction,  it  was  a  loss  to  which 
in  common  honesty  they  were  bound  to 
submit.  Supposinff  that  the  Bank  had 
ten  millions  of  gold  in  their  coffers;  if  it 
were  all  to  go,  and  if  they  were  to  repur- 
chase it  at  a  sacrifice  probably  of  five  per 
cent,  that  would  be  on  the  whole  a  loss  of 
half  a  million.  And  wliat  of  that?  The 
Bonk  had  made  twenty-one  millions  by 
the  country ;  and  was  the  country  now  to 
be  told  that  its  whole  commercisi  system 
was  to  remain  in  an  injurious  and  unna- 
tural state,  because  the  Bank  would  not 
relinquish  the  smallest  portion  of  their 
profits  i  These  were  subjects  which  re- 
quired consideration.  There  was  no  man 
who  could  deny  that  they  demanded  con- 
sideration. Let  any  man  in  that  House 
ask  his  neighbour  on  the  same  bench, 
what  his  opinion  was  with  respect  to  them. 
No  two  individuals  would  be  found  entirely 
to  agree  upon  them.  And  yet  the  House 
was  called  upon  to  jump  the  difficulty, 
and  to  pass  the  bill,  allowing  the  restric- 
tion on  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  to 
continue  another  year,  on  the  simple 
statement  by  the  chancellor  of  the  excne- 
quer,  that  such  a  measure  was  expedient, 
and  without  any  previous  investigation. 

On  these  grounds  he  maintained,  that, 
with  respect  to  this  part  of  the  case,  he 
had  made  out  a  good  ground  for  inquiry ; 
for  sure  he  was  that  there  was  not  an 
honourable  member  who  l^eard  him,  that 
could  get  up  and  say  that  he  had  com- 
pletely made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject. 
— The  result  of  such  an  investigation  as 
that  which  he  recommended,  would  be, 
either  that  the  Bank  was  capable  of  re- 
suming its  cash  payments,  or  that  it  was 
not  so.    In  the  former  case^  a  great  good 
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would  be  achieved  lor  the  country;  ia 
the  latter,  the  House  would  get  an  in- 
sight into  the  real  stale  of  our  trade* 
finances,  and  circulation,  which  would 
abundantly  reward  them  for  their  laboorst 
and  which  must  ultinmtely  be  highly  con- 
ducive to  the  public  benefit.  In  saving 
that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry might  be  that  the  Bank  ought  im- 
mediately to  resume  their  cash  payments, 
he  by  no  means  meant  to  sav  that  such 
would  be  their  report.  Stilf  less  would 
any  honourable  member  who  voted  for 
the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  be 
pledged  to  that  proceeding.  All  ^at  he' 
would  do  by  such  a  vote,  would  be  to  give 
the  means  of  ascertaining  how  the  nets 
stood.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
said,  the  Bank  ought  to  be  restricted  from 
paying  in  cash  for  twelve  months.  A 
committeeof  inquiry  might  be  of  opinion 
that  the  cash  payments  might  be  resumed 
in  a  shorter  period.  But  whatever  might 
be  the  result  of  their  investigation,  in 
some  way  or  other  the  question  would  be 
set  at  rest. 

With  a  view  to  persuade  the  House  of 
the  expediency  of  inquiry,  he  wodd  uree 
the  little  probability,  if  they  agreed  with- 
out any  mquiry  to  pass  the  risbt  hon. 
gentleman's  biU,  that  the  Bamc  would 
ever  resume  cash  pajrments.  If  the  res* 
triction  were  not  at  once  rendered  per- 
manent, it  would  at  least  be  continued 
firom  year  to  year.  The  House  might 
depend  upon  it  that  this  was  not  the  last 
year  in  which  it  would  be  required.  If 
the  House  now  acquiesced  in  it  as  a 
matter  of  course,  as  a  matter  of  course  it- 
would  be  proposed  again.  This  was  evi- 
dent from  the  progress  of  the  restriction 
acts.  He  would  not  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  House  by  entering  minute- 
ly into  the  history  of  that  progress,  but 
he  would  simply  advert  to  the  answer 
made  two  years  ago  by  the  risht  boo. 
gentleman,  to  an  honourable  and  learned 
and  valuable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Homer), 
whose  loss  the  country  had  the  greatest 
reason  to  deplore.  When  his  boo.  and 
learned  friend  recommended  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  period  of  the  Restriction  bill 
from  two  years  to  one  year,  the  reply  of 
the  right  ban.  gentleman  was,  **  No ;  let 
us  mske  it  two  years,  for  that  will  look 
as  if  we  were  in  earnest  in  our  determina- 
tion to  put  an  end  to  the  restriction  in 
that  time ;  whereas,  if  we  make  it  only 
one  year,  people  will  say  there  is  nothing 
in  it."    Tnst-was    the   d  itinct   answer 
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given  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend.  He  begged 

Snileroen    now  to    recollect,     that    at 
e  end  of  the  two  years  they -were  called 
upon,  notwi^standing  this  observation  of 
the  right  hon.  gentlemsn's,  to  prolong  the 
restriction   for  one   year  more.    Under 
such  circumstances  there  was  no  man  of 
common  discernment,  who  could  -doubt 
that  if  such  a  measure  were  adopted  with- 
out  inquiry  there  would  be  an  end  to  all 
probability  that  the  Bank  would  ever  pay 
m  gold  again.    For  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected in  the  next  year  that  could  make 
any  material  difierence  in  our  financial 
condition?    There  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  a  loan  must  be  resorted  to  in 
the  next  year  as  in  this.    What  reason 
was  there  of  any  other  kind  to  warrant 
the  supp«isitioni    that  there  would   not 
exist  in  the  mind  of  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  and  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  the 
same  disposition  next  year  to  renew  the 
restriction  as  was  manifested  at  the  pre- 
sent moment? — It  was  a  common  reproach 
acainst  the  legislation  of  this  country, 
thist  nothing  was  ever  settled  until  the 
last  instsnt.    Here  was  the  House  on  the 
Isi  of  May,  discussing  the  expediency  of 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments,  which 
the  existing  act  said,  if  it  took  place  at 
all,  mudt  take  place  on  the  5th  of  July. 
He  was  miite  aware  it  would  by  some  be 
contendea,  that  the  intervening  period 
night  be  too  short  to  afford  the  Bank  a 
anfficient  opportunity  for  providing  for  the 
resumption.    But  this  he  contended— that 
if  parliament  thought  fit  to  enlarge  the 
term,  they  ought  to  do  it  in  such  away 
as  to  sliow  the  Bank  that  they  were  in 
earnest  in  their  determination  to  enforce 
the  return  to  cash  payments  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  enlarged  term.    Hitherto 
the  Bank  had  judged  rightly  with  respect 
to  the  intentions  of  the  House— they  had 
judged  that  they  were  never  in  earnest  on 
the  subject.  If  the  House  should  now  agree 
to  the  continusnce  of  the  restriction  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  Bank  would  treat  as 
lightly  as  heretofore  the  provision  that 
their  payroenu  in  ca^h  should  be  resumed 
at  a  certain  period.  It  was  most  desirable, 
therefore,  and  would  be  productive  of  in- 
finite good,  were  the  House  by  previous 
inquiry  to  mark  that  they  were  in  earnest, 
even  were  they  to  extend  the  restriction 
for  twelve  months  longer. 

He  was  perfectly  aware  that  there  were 
persons  in  the  country  who  were  alarmed 
at  the  prospect  of  the  ret umption  of  cash 
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payments  by  the  Bmk  of  England.  iThose 
persons  apprehended  all  sorts  of  horrors 
from    that    circumstance-*-that   nobody 
would  receive  his  rents,  that  the  fontb 
would  be  reduced  to  Zero,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  general  bankruptcv.    Luppm 
sitions  of  this  kind  were  artfully  circu* 
lated  by  some,  and  two  greedily  swallowed 
by  others.    The  uncertainty  that  existed 
on  this  subject  was  a  source  of  great  ea« 
couragement  to  all  speculators  and  gam* 
biers.    One  of  the  principal  evils  of  the 
present  system  was  tnat  there  was  nothing 
secure  and  solid  in  it*      No  man  knew 
what  was  to  come  next.    He  was  oon^ 
vinced  that  the  fluctuation  of  the  funds 
during  the  last  eight  or  nine  months  arose 
chiefly  from  the  uncertainty  whether  or 
not  the  Bank  restriction  would  be  conti« 
nued.    It  would  be  much  better  to  say 
at  once  that  the  restriction  should  be  per* 
manent,  than  to  go  on  year  after  year  ex* 
tendinff  it ;  because,  whenever  it  was  ex* 
tended  for  a  year,  after  the    first  six 
months  of  that  year  a  variety  of  rumours 
got  abroad  as  to  the  probability  or  impro* 
bability  of  the  resmnption's  being  insisted 
on  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  numerous 
opportunities  were  thus  afforded  for  gam- 
bling and  speculating.    Among  the  chief 
speculators  he  must  say,  although  he  by 
no  means  wished  to  say  it  offensively,  he 
could  not  help  ranking  the  right  hon.  the 
chanceDor  or  the  exchequer.    The  spe* 
culation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
—whether  or  not  he  could  xeep  the  exist* 
ing  circulatmg  medium  of  the  countrv  up 
to  that  point  to  which  it  had  attainecl  by 
the  continuance  of  the  restriction  on  the 
psyment  of  cash  by  the  Bank  of  England. 
For  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  lived ; 
he  dreamt  of  nothing  else ;  for  on  so  keep* 
ing    up    the   circulation    depended    the 
whole  of  his  financial  arrangements.    In 
order  to  form  any  thing  like  a  correct 
opinion  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  issues  of 
Bank  paper.   This  Bank  paper,  not  being 
convertible  into  cash,  the  only  criterion 
by  which  the  excess  of  the  issue  could  be 
distinctly  and  accurately  ascertained  waa 
lost.    He  believed,  however,  that  all  who 
heard  him  would  a^^ree  that  there  had 
been  an  exoesnve  issue-— except  indeed 
the    Bank  directors.    Those   gentlemen 
would  no  doubt  say,  that  tliey  did  not 
believe  so ;  they  had  a  criterion  of  their 
own,  which  was,  that  as  long  as   they 
issued  money  on  good  balls,  that  was,  as 
long  as  they  exchanged  notes  not  con* 
(2G) 
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Vertible  into  caBh  for  good  bSby  or  for 
exchequer  bills,  all  was  right.  They  had, 
iQ  fact,  a  most  confused  notion  of  what  a 
good  currency  was.  They  eontended, 
Umt  there  was  no  fear  of  their  acting  im- 
properly, since,  in  former  times,  their  con- 
duct had  been  correct. 

The  fact  was,  howeyer,  that  a  cheek 
was  provided  in  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
against  a  very  excessive  issue,  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  notes  on  the  hands  of  the 
Bank  whenever  they  became  too  abun- 
dant.   No  thanks  were  due  to  the  Bank 
for  this  limitation  arising  out  of  circum- 
stances which  they  could   not    control. 
They  said  that   the  country  had  expe? 
rienced  no  difficulties  or  inconveniences 
firoro  an  excess  of  paper.    No ;  because 
it  could  not.   The  Banx  themselves  cured 
the  evil  without  being  aware  that  they  did 
so.      They   were    in    the-  condition  of 
Moli^re's  Bourgeois  Gentilhomme,  who 
who  had  been  speaking  prose  all  his  life 
without  knowmg  it.    It  was  a  fact«  how- 
ever, that  since  April  in  last  year,  the 
Bank  had  increased  their  issues  of  paper 
in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Being  oailed 
upon  to  prepare  for    the  resumption  of 
cash  payments,  they  showed   their  ex- 
perience and  discretion  by  immediately 
rocreasing  the  number  of  their  notes  in 
circulation !  By  the  returns  on  the  table 
of  the  House  it  appeared  that  during  the 
half-year  ending  on  the  5th  of  January 
last,  the  Bank  paper  in  circulation,  as  com- 
pared with  the  amount  in  drculation  during 
the  half  year  endins  on  the  5th  of  January 
1817,  had  increased  no  less  than  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half;  and  that  in  the  face  of 
the  lessening  demand  of  the  country— in 
the  face  of  the  enlarged  issues  of  the 
country  bankers— in  the  €ace  of  their  own 
diminished    discounts,    diminished   from 
their  charging  a  higher  discount  than  any 
private  banker  in  London !  Was  there  a 
man  who  could  fairlv  say  that  the  Bank 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  account 
for  this  extraordinary  conduct  ? 
.   Of  the  proper  state  of  the  circulation 
of  the  country,  the  right  hon.  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  happily  had   a 
criterion.     If  he  could  show  that  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  directly  violated 
bis  own  criterion,  he  should  thinx  himself 
entitled  to  call  on  the  House  to  pause  be- 
fore they  proceeded  in  the  course  recom- 
mended to  them.    The  criterion  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  to  be  found  in 
a  resolution  on  the  Journals  of  the  Hooaot 
which  he  had  moved  in  answer  to  a  reso* 
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hitioB  propeaed  by  his  late  hon.  and 
learned  friend  to  whoni  he  b^d  already 
alluded.  The  woi?ds  were  these :  <<  The 
amount  of  owrsilqy  Beoeasavy  for  carry- 
ing on  the  transactions  of  the  country 
must  bear  a  proportion  to  the  extent  m 
its  trade  and  its  nublic  revenue  and  ex« 
penditure,*"  Tne  object  of  the  right* 
ma.  gentleman  at  the  time  be  moved  mat 
resolution  waa,  to  show^that  Uie  amount  of 
Bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation  in 
1811,  was  not  disproportionate  to  the 
amount  in  circulation  in  1797,  in  answer 
to  the  allegation  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  that  the  issue  was  excessive.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  summed  up  the  ex^ 
ports  and  imports,  the  revenue,  and  thai 
which  was  technically  called  the  budget* 
and  said  that  to  meet  that  amount  such 
and  such  was  die  issue  of  Bank  notes  io 
1797.  He  did  the  same  with  reference 
to  the  year  1811,  and  he  thence  inferred 
from  the  enormous  increase  of  trader 
revenue,  and  expenditure,  that  so  far  from 
that  issue  being  excessive,  it  fell  short  of 
the  amount  reauired.  For  his  own  part» 
he  did  not  thinx  much  of  the  right  aon^ 
gentleman's  argument  at  the  time ;  stiU  it 
was  the  right  non.  gentleman's  crilerioa 
of  the  proper  amount  of  Bank  paper  m 
circulation;  audit  became  the  criterioB 
of  the  House*  for  the  House  adopted  the 
resolution  moved  by  the  right  hon.  gea- 
tleman,  and  in  which  that  criteri^m  waa 
comprehended. 

On  the  prmdple  of  that  crkerion,  to 
see  how  matters  stood  at  present,  he  ( 9dn 
Tiemey)  had  made  outt  from  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table,  a  statement  of  tiia 
difference  in  the  various  points  to  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  s  criterion  re« 
ferred,  between  the  jwn  1816  and  1817* 
By  that  statement  it  appeared*  that  in 
1816  the  imports  and  exports  added  togo« 
tber,  amounted  to  eignty«one  milliona 
and  odd:  in  1817  wev  amounted  to 
eighty-seven  millions  ana  odd,  being  ao 
mcreaso  of  5,747,000^.  In  1816.  the  rave* 
nue  amounted  to  fifly-seven  millions  and 
odd;— in  18179  to  forty-seven  niilMona 
and  odd.  In  181 6  the  budoet  waa  twenty* 
five  millions  and  odd;  in  1817  it  waa 
twenty-two  miUioos  and  odck  Thua  it 
appeared,  that  in  1816,  the  revenue  and 
bud^t  together,  amounted  to  eighty-two 
milliona  and  odd ;  in  1817  only  to  sixty- 
nine  millions  and  odd.  Consequently,  if 
the  diminution  in  1817  of  the  ceveoue 
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and  budget  were  deducted  from  the  excess 
of  ezportt  and  imporU,  it  would  be  found 
that  in  1817  the  sum  to  be  met  by  the 
circidation  was  less   than  in  1816   by 
7»200t000/.    What  was  the  sUte  of  the 
issue  of  Bank  notes  at  both  those  periods  i 
In  181 6f  the  average  amount  in  circulation 
was  26,500,0002.;  in  1817  28,200»000^ 
So  that,  although  there  was  a  diminished 
demand  of  above  seven  milUens,  there 
was  an  increased  supply  of  near  two  mil- 
lions !    But  was  that  sJl  ?    By  no  means. 
In  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  estimatCi 
founded  en  his  own  criterion,  he  bad 
omitted  to  notice  the  paper  issued  by  the 
country  banks.    How  stood  the  question 
with  respect  to  them  ?  In  1816,  the  quan* 
tity  of  country  bank  paper  in  circulation 
was  less  than  it  had  been  for  many  years, 
and  no  man  could  doubt  that  last  year  it 
was  greater  thanit  had  been formany  years. 
It  waa  impossible  to  speak  accurately  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  increase  firom  1816 
to  1817.    He  was  sure  that  be  estimated 
il  very  moderately  when  he  took  it  at  a 
third  of  the  whcrfe  amount    The  average 
quantity  of  country  bank  paper  in  drcu- 
latiott  was  twenty-one  millions.    The  in- 
crease of  a  thira,    therefore,  would  be 
aeven  millions,  which  seven  millions  would 
be  to  be  added  to  the  increase  in  the 
amount  of  Bank  of  England  notes*    The 
scBok  of  the  whole  was,  that  although  in 
1817  the  demand  for  circulation  (accord- 
as^  to  the  riflfat  hen.  gentleasan's  own 
enterion,  and  toe  criterion  adopted  by  par- 
liament) was  7,269,0002.  less  than  in  1816, 
above  9,000,0002.  more  of  paper  was  b  cir- 
culation 1  Was  there  any  man  of  common 
sense  and  common  hones^  who  would 
say,  after  this,  that  inquiry  was  unneces- 
sary?   This  question  naturally  arose — 
what  became  of  all  this  mone^  i    There 
was  only  one  way  in  which  it  could  be 
abaorbed,  namely,  by  raising  the  price  of 
every  thing.    Could  any  man  doubt  tliat 
dio  rise  in  the  price  of  stocks  had  been 
OGoasioned  by  this  circumstance  ? 

Adverting  to  the  bill  which  the  right 
hoBi  gentleman  had  introduced  into  the 
House  respecting  the  country  bank  paper, 
and  friiich  had  been  characterised  as  a 
pand  financial  measure,  he  obs^ved,  that 
It  had  excited  a  just  ahirra  in  the  mind  of 
mwy  man  in  the  kingdom.  The  eiEMrt  of 
it,  had  it  been  adoptee^  would  have  been  to 
drive  a  great  many  of  the  country  bankers 
em  of  their  bosinesi*  For  hia  part,  he 
beUeved  the  country  bank  paper,  gene- 
nlly  speakiog,  to  be  a  sound  and  useAil 


currency.    Nothing  (ioidd  be  more  obiec- 
tionable  than  the  purpose  of  the  bill  to 
which  he  alluded,  namely  to  prevent  a 
man  from  using  his  own  credit  in  his  own 
way.     A  security  was  required  which 
there  existed  no  right  to  require.    Per^ 
liament  had  a  right  to  prohibit  the  bankers 
from  issuing  one  and  two  pound  notes,  if 
it  was  thought  that  their  circulation  waa 
detrimentahto  the  general  interest;  but 
parliament  had  no  right  to  exact  any 
security  for  the  payment  of  such  notes* 
Those  who  supported  the  measure  had 
adverted  to  the  number  o£  failures  that 
had  taken  place  among  country  banks, 
and  had  said  that  two  hundred   out  of 
seven  hundred  of  those  banks  had  given 
way.    So  far,  however,  from  there  having 
been  any  increase  in  the  number  of  fai* 
lores  in  the  last  year,  the  reverse  was  the 
fiict»    In  1816,  It  waa  true  that  a  consi- 
derable number  of  the  country  bankers 
had  failed,  but  it  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  those  failures  were  followed  by  a 
total  loss  te  those  who  held  the  paper  of 
the  banks  in  question.    Great  misappre* 
hension  also  prevailed  on  this  subject  in 
consequence  of  a  number  of  the  licencea 
to  country  bankers  having   been  with- 
drawn.   An  unfair  influence  was  deduced 
from  that  circumstance.     The  way  in 
which  those  licences  were  granted  was 
this-— it  was  the  usage  for  an  established 
bank  in  any  large  provincial  town,  for  the 
convenience  of  thev  customers,  and  for 
the  better  circulation  of  Uieir  paper,  to 
send  clerks  occasionally  to  the  inferior 
market  towns  in  their  vicinity,  for  whom 
it  was  necessary  to  procure  licences.    A 
diminution  of  business  hsd  induced  many 
of  their  establishmeots  to  diminish  the 
number  of  subordinate  persons  thus  em- 
ployed, and  of  course  to  relinquish  their 
licences.    He  knew  one  banking  establish- 
ment in  the  country  by  whom    twelve 
licences  had  been  obtained  for  the  purpose 
he  had  descrfl>ed,  but  who  relinquished 
five  of  them.    From  this  statement  it  was 
evident,  that  no  inference  such  as  that 
whidi  had  been  drawn  from  the  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  licences  was  well 
founded.    The  whole  number  of  country 
bankers  who  had  failed  smce  1814  amount- 
ed onlv  to  sixty.    Was  that  much  coming 
out  or  such  a  war  as  we  had  for  so  many 
years  been    engaged  in?    He  doubted 
extremely  if  the  London  bankers  who  had 
failed  within  the  same  period  had  not 
failed  for  a  sum  at  least  as  large  as  thst 
in  which  all  the  country  bankers  who 
bad  failed  wer^  deficient 
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There  were  two  objects  which  the  right 
boo.  ^e  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ap- 
peared to  have  in  view  in  the  bill  which 
he  had  introduced  relative  to  the  country 
banks.  The  one  was,  the  recognition  of 
the  continuance  of  one  and  two  pound 
notes,  whether  the  Bank  of  England  re« 
sumed  their  cash  payments  or  not ;  the 
other  was  to  pave  the  way  for  the  issue  of 

fovemment  paper.  On  the  first  point  he 
Mr.  Tieraey)  could  give  no  opinion.  It 
was  a  matter  fit  for  inquiry.  No  man 
could  know  how  it  stood  until  it  had  been 
thoroughly  investigated.  But  the  as- 
sumption of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  set 
at  defiance  all  investigation.  He  confi- 
dently declared  that  the  metallic  currency 
of  the  country  could  not  be  sufficiently 
kept  up  without  the  assistance  of  these 
•ne  ana  two  pound  notes.  In  the  teeth 
of  all  the  former  experience  of  this  coun- 
try—in the  teeth  of  all  the  present  usage 
of  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  the  rient 
hon.  gentleman  ventured  to  make  this  de- 
daratton.  He  (Mr.  Tiemey^  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  England  could  not  keep 
up  a  metallic  currency  without  these 
small  notes,  when  he  saw  France  keep  up 
a  metallic  currency  without  any  notes  at 
all.  At  the  same  time  he  did  not  say  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  not  be 
correct  in  his  opinion ;  but  ne  did  say 
that  it  was  a  subject  which  ought  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  that  the  right  hon. 
ffentleman  was  not  authorized,  without 
investigation,  to  assume  a  principle  that 
"was  contrary  to  all  precedent  and  expe- 
rience. 

With  respect  to  the  other  object  which 
he  believed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
in  view  by  his  bill,  namely,  to  pave  the 
way  for  the  issue  of  government  paper, 
be  would  ask  the  House  what  would  be 
government  paper,  if  the  country  bank* 
notes  issued  under  the  proposed  regula- 
tions of  the  bill  were  not  so  ?  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was,  that 
no  country  banker  should  issue  notes  of 
the  value  of  one  and  two  pounds  until  he 
had  deposited  double  their  value  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  and  that  his 
notes  should  have  a  government  stamp  on 
them  as  a  certifioaZe  of  their  validity. 
Would  any  body,  .under  such  circum- 
stances,  trouble  himself  to  inquire  whether 
a  note  was  from  the  Chester,  or  the, Exe- 
ter, or  the  Doncaster  bank?  No;  he 
would  see  that  the  government  staoip  was 
on  it,  and  ihat  would  satisfy  him.    It  was 
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impossible  not  to  feel  that  this  was  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  the  way  for  the  issue 
of  government  paper;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  in  a  few  years  the  House 
would  find  this  to  l>e  the  case.  It 
was  natural  enough  for  government  to 
say  <<  as  we  can  circulate  the  paper  of 
other  people,  why  not  circulate  our  own ; 
why  can  we  not  do  this  as  wdl  as  tihe 
Bank  of  England  V  The  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  shook  his  head ;  but  then  the  nflfat 
hon.  gentleman  had  two  ways  of  sbakmg 
his  head— one  was  when  he  thought  he 
could  silence  an  opponent  by  shaiung  it» 
the  other  when  he  despaired  of  being  able 
to  carry  a  favourite  measure.  Whether 
the  scheme  to  which  he  had  alluded  mwm 
actually  in  the  contemplation  of  govern* 
ment  ne  knew  not,  but  he  thoi^t  k 
highly  probable. 

Tliere  was  another  thing  to  be  oonsi* 
dered.  Any  person,  for  thirty  poundsp 
might  take  out  the  licence  which,  aooord- 
ing  to  the  bill  proposed  by  the  right  hon* 
gentleman,  and  under  the  regulationa  of 
that  bill  would  authorise  him  to  issue  one 
and  two  pound  notes.  No  man  could  by 
anticipation  say  what  might  be  the  come- 
quence  of  such  an  inundation  of  countrjr 
paper  as  this  would  permit.  Again  he 
put  it  to  the  House— were  not  these  mat- 
tera  which  demandjed  the  most  aeriooi 
consideration  ?  It  was  true  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  postponed  his  bill  for 
a  year ;  but  it  was  also  true  that  he  had 
avowed  he  had  it  in  contemplation  then 
to  proceed  with  it.  It  behoved  the  House 
therefore  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the 
measure,  but  it  was  impossible  they  could 
form  an  opinion  without  a  previous  and 
deliberate  mvestigation. 

There  remamra  little  for  him  to  say 
except  on  the  aubject  of  the  mischieni 
which  some  persons  apprehended  firom  the 
resumption  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bmk 
of  England.  To  a  certain  extent  he  was 
willing  to  admit  that  those  apprehensione 
might  perhaps  be  well  founded.  He  did 
I  not  beueve  however  that  any  violent  shock 
I  would  occur.  He  by  no  means  supposed 
that  the  Bank  would  try  to  secure  the 
'  continuance  of  the  restriction  by  making 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments  as  diffi* 
cult  and  as  dangerous  as  possible ;  and  he 
was  convinced  that  if  the  Bank  sincerelj 
applied  themselves  gradually  and  gently 
to  prepare  for  thai  resumption,  altnoush 
j  undoubtedly  a  great jdiminution  must  tsike 
place  in  the  existing  circulation,  yet  it 
would  not  be  productive  of  fay  of  those 
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Uul  cooMqaencM  which  it  wai  the 
fiiihioD  with  ■ome  penons  to  apprehend 
from  it.  But,  if  there  ^cre  no  other 
grounds  for  going  into  an  inquiry,  the  ex- 
pediency of  trying  if  a  committee  of  that 
Houae  could  not  chalk  out  tome  courM 
by  wliich  the  Bank  of  England  might 
resume  their  nayments  in  cash  without 
endangering  toe  tranquillity  and  weifiure 
of  the  community,  would  be  one  amply 
aufficient.  Indeed,  were  he  asked  how 
auch  a  committee  as  that  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  which  he  was  about  to  move  could 
best  employ  itself,  he  would  say,  in  en- 
deavouring to  devise  the  means  by  which 
the  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  mi^ht  be 
gradually  brought  about,  and  a  limit  put 
Co  Reissue  of  paper,  so  as  to  facilitate 
those  objects  without  risking  anv  serious 
ahock.  This  he  believed  might  be  done ; 
but  he  also  believed  that  it  could  be  done 
only  by  a  committee  composed  of  intelli- 
sent  individuals,  who  would  calmly  and 
dispassionately  enter  into  the  mvestigation 
of  the  subject,  and  collect  all  possible  in- 
formation upon  it  from  those  who  were 
the  most  competent  to  the  task  of  afford- 
ing such  information*  On  a  former  occa- 
aaon  the  right  hon*  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  asked  what  complaint 
there  could  be  against  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  stocks,  as  that  in  the  end  would  enable 
government  to  compel  the  holders  of  five 
per  cents  to  accept  of  three  and  a  half. 
His  objection  to  this  was,  that  it  was 
unfair  towards  the  holders  of  five  per 
cents  that  they  should  thus  be  piid  off, 
not  as  the  consequence  of  increased  na- 
tional prosperity,  but  because  the  mar- 
ket at  the  Stock  Exchange  had  been 
raised  by  artificial  means.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  smiled;  but  he  was  glad  to 
see  that  tlie  right  hon.  gentleman  was  the 
only  man  in  the  House  who  smiled ;  for  he 
repeated,  that  he  held  this  to  be  a  most 
unfair  proceedina.  Let  the  House  consi- 
der how  unequalTy  and  unfiirly  the  artifi- 
cial elevation  of  the  funds  operated^  In  the 
course  of  seven  or  eight  months,  the  funds 
had  been  raised  to  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent.  Who  were  the  gainers  by  this  rise  i 
The  great  canitalists.  Those  who  had 
the  command  of  money.  Into  their 
pockets  went  all  the  profiu  of  this  tempo- 
lary  and  accidental  occurrence.  But 
what  was  the  condition  of  others?  For 
instance.  In  what  a  situation  were  trustees 
holdinj^  the  mottey  of  minors  ?  ThqrMv 
the  high  price  of  stocks  pessing  them 
without  being  able  to  avail  themselves  of 
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it;  and  when  Aoae  tat  whom  diej  acted 
came  of  age,  some  ten  years  hence»  the 
bubble  would  then  have  buist*  and  they 
would  have  the  mortification  to  reflect  on 
what  they  might  have  acquired  under 
other  circumstances.  A  mat  deal  had 
been  sakl  of  the  fadli^  which  the  rise  in 
I  the  funds  gave  to  country  gentlemen  to 
borrow  money  at  a  moderate  interest,  for 
the  improvement  of  their  estates,  and  fer 
the  construction  of  roads,  bridges,)  ca» 
nalst  and  other  public  works.  All  this 
might  be  very  good.  But  a  day  would 
come  on  which  thb  monev  must  be  re* 
paid.  In  his  opinion,  the  ncility  so  much 
boasted  of,  was  calculated  to  entangle 
and  embarrass  those  who  availed  them- 
selves of  it.  It  affi>rded  an  advantage  to 
artful  and  designing,  over  innocent  and 
unsuspecting  men.  The  oonsequencea 
would  be  highly  mischievous  to  all  who 
had  real  propertjy  to  lose,  as  well  as  to  the 
merchant  who  had  hitherto  acted  on  the 
broad  basis  of  fair  dealing.  The  old  sys* 
tem  of  English  policy  ought  not  to  be 
abandoned  unlen  in  a  case  of  extreme  and 
indispensable  necessity.  Let  the  Houae 
remember  that  the  reatriction  on  the  cash 
payments  had  from  time  to  time  been  im* 
posed  on  the  ground  of  necessity  akme ; 
and  let  them  prove  the  sincerity  of  their 
motive  in  agreeinf^  to  it  on  those  occasions 
by  now  entering  into  an  accurate  investi- 
gation of  the  subject,  and  refusing  to 
continue  the  restriction  unless  a  clear  and 
undeniable  case  of  necessity  could  be 
made  out.  If  they  voted  as  the  chancd- 
lor  of  the  exchequer  wished  them  to  vote, 
there  would  be  an  end,  and  there  ought 
to  he  an  end,  to  the  character  of  the 
country.  It  was  that  which  was  at  stdce. 
All  principle  would  be  set  at  nought  by 
such  an  acquiescence,  which  would  merely 
show  the  disposition  of  the  House  to  bow 
to  ministers,  and  to  accede  to  any  pro- 
position without  inquiry,  however  preg» 
nant  with  unfair  and  dishonourable  conse- 
quences. Every  country  in  Europe,  but 
England,  was  turning  its  whole  attention  to 
the  state  of  its  finances ;  and  gla4  tp  avail 
itself  of  the  return  of  peace,  was  idopt- 
ing  plans  (whether  they  were  wise  or  not 
was  not  then  the  question)  to  repair  the 
evils  which  war  had  occfasioneA  England 
was  the  only  country  in  the  world  that, 
after  three  years  of  peace,  made  no  at- 
tempt of  that  kind;  and  the  legishtureof 
which,  was  about,  on  the  mere  aasertion 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  it  waa 
expedient  to  do  so,  to  postpone  the  evil 
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aayforaaotlieryetr!  If  the  Howe  would 
TOCe  that*  they  woald  vote  any  thnsg.  If 
they  would  vote  thaty  there  was  an  end  to 
all  security  for  property  of  whatever  kind. 
Every  man  would  be  exposed  to  the  loss 
of  his  all;  and  however  small  that  all 
might  be,  still  to  the  individual  deprived 
of  it,  the  injury  was  as  severe  as  if  his 
means  were  most  ample.  The  honour  of 
the  country  would  be  sacrificed.  It  would 
be  distinctly  proclaimed  to  the  world, 
that  he  who  bad  dealings  with  England, 
dealt  with  a  debtor  of  whom  no  man  coold 
aayi  that  he  discharged  his  debts  honestly. 
At  least,  it  was  material  to  the  character 
and  honour  of  the  country,  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  set  at  rest  in  some  way  or 
other.  If  the  House  was  partial  to  the 
present  system,  let  it  say  so«  If  gamblers 
and  speculators  were  to  enjoy  its  favour, 
let  it  a^n  pass  the  Restriction  bill,  and 
aoain  give  those  gentlemen  the  opportu- 
nity OT  eserctsmg  their  vocation.  But 
let  it  not  believe  that  while  it  continued 
such  a  system  it  could  recover  the  raqpect 
of  the  worid,  or  set  the  financial  aflairs  of 
the  country  to  rights. 

There  was  another  consideration  which 
it  might  not  be  useless  to  press  on  the  at» 
tention  of  the  House.    Such  was   the 
restless  and  unsettled  state  of  man,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  parliament  in  peace  to 
provide  for   ttie  return  of  war.    Every 
year  the  country  necessarily  advanced 
more  nearly  to  a  state  of  war;  and  if 
war  found  it  widi  a  debt  undiminished, 
and  with  cash  payments  not  resumed, 
firom  that  day  there  would  be  an  end  to 
the  British  empirew    Nay  more.    By  pur- 
suing the  present  ^stem  war  wouia  be 
provoked.    Other  nations  would  be  pro- 
voked to  attack  us^— Why  should  Enjg;- 
land  be  the  only  country  afraid  to  fhce  its 
difficalties?    'Ae  continental  nations  had 
not  allowed  any  apprehension  to  prevent 
them  from  probmg  their  affiurs,  and  they 
were  bcymning  to  fisel  the  advantages  of 
such  a  proceeding.    The  noble  lord  oj^ 
posite  was,  on  a  fenner  occasion,  very 
profuse  in  his  high-flown  statements  of  the 
sisualion  of  this  country  as   compered 
with  anv  other  in  Europe.    England,  the 
noble  md  said,  was   the  land  flowing 
wfth  milk  and  honey,  where  every  man 
oould  sit  down  under  his  own  vine;  and 
Fhmce  was  overpowered  and  humbled. 
Bat  now  Fhuice--degraded  France — had 
ihced  her  diflicuNies,  she  had  braved  tiie 
storm,  and  her  government  had  brouffhtr 
forward  a  budget  caleuhHed  to  relieve  her 
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Inr  degrees,  from  tiie  condition  into  which 
she  had  been  plunged  by  drcumstancaa; 
while  the  British  cmuceilor  of  the  exche- 
quer constmctedhis  miserable  piece  of 
cbinery  to  enable  him  to  borrow  three 
lions,and  asked  that  House  to  abstainfirona 
compelli^  the  resumption  of  cash  pay* 
ments  by  the  Bank,  because  the  dnm  of 
monev  in  conseouenoe  of  a  foreign  loan 
wouldrender  such  a  measure  embarrassing! 
And  why  was  thisavtdity  shown  in  England 
to  subscribe  to  a  forsisn  loan?  Was  it  act 
a  proof  of  a  great  and  an  increasing  confi- 
denoe  in  foseiga  credit?  Whence coidd 
diis  confidence  arise  ?  Did  it  not  proceed 
firom  seeing  that  France  was  under  a  wiser 
government  than  thb  country — a  govern- 
ment that  dared  to  sift  its  finaaces,  to 
show  at  mioe  its  necessities  and  the  m^ 
sources  which  time  would  bring  to  their 
supply*^  government  that  had  sdktont 
msnlineM  to  transact  every  thing  abov« 
board,  to  caU  things  by  dieir  proper 
names,  and  to  allow  that  two  and  two 
madelburw    The  House  was  then  debating 
a  proposition  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  twenty-four  years«  ago  would  have 
laughed  at  any  one  who  should  have  pre* 
dieted  would  ever  be  under  the  considem* 
tion  of  parliament.     Never  would  it  al 
that  penod  have  been  believed  that  the 
day  would  come  when  a  chanoeUor  of  the 
exchequer,  not  very  remarkable  for  his 
financMil    authority,   would   induce   the 
House  of  Commons  to  continue  the  sua* 
pension  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of 
Engknd,  by  telling  it  that  the  merchants 
of  the  country  were  sendmg  their  money 
abroad  to  lend  to  foreign  states>  and  that 
tlierefore  all   the   principles   on  which 
Gseat  Britain  had,  until  that  period,  main- 
tained her  credit,  must  be  abandoned^ 
and  an  attempt  made  to  support  that  credit 
on  a  paper  not  convertible  into  cash. 

It  only  remained  for  him  to  state  to 
the  House  iHiat  were  the  points  to  which, 
in  his  opinion,  the  committee  tliat  he  pro* 
posed  to  institute  ought  to  direct  tneir 
attention.  He  would  not  have  them 
meddle  with  the  internal  affiurs  of  the 
Bank  of  Ensland.  Had  he  mtended  that, 
ho  should  have  moved  lor  the  appoints 
ment  of  a  secret  oommittee.  But  he 
wished  that  they  should  examine  whether 
any  public  inconvenience  was  likely  to 
result  from  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments by  the  Bank.  He  wished  that  they 
should  report  what  wooM  be  the  most 
convenient  and  expedient  time  at  which 
that  resumption  couU  take  ptace,  and  to 
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■nggert  Che  most  irholaMnie  meana  for 
leearing  itt  taking  place  at  that  period* 
He  waa  desirous  that  they  should  also 
enter  into  the  subject  of  the  danger  or  in- 
convenience that  mtffht  be  incurred  by 
the  remittance  of  gdd  abroad ;  as  also 
into  the  causes  operating  on  the  price  of 
gold.  It  would  be  likewise  advisaole  that 
they  should  inquire  what  was  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  the  gold  remitted  to  the 
continent  in  consequence  of  foreign  loans ; 
as  well  as  what  might  be  the  effect  of  the 
Bank  sending  out  gold  and  repurchasing 
it ;  as  also  of  the  probable  amount  of  the 
loss  that  would  be  occasioned  to  them  by 
the  operation.  A  ^reat  part  of  the  Aus- 
trian loan  was  remitted  m  goods,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Bowyer.  All  these 
subjects  must  be  fully  ioyestigated  before 
the  House  could  come  to  any  decision 
that  would  be  satislkotory  either  to  him  or 
to  the  country.  At  present  eyery  man 
had  his  own  particubr  theory.  There 
were,  no  doubt*  indifiduals  who  believed 
that  it  was  desirable  to  defer  for  another 
year  any  inquiry  into  the  subject  of  our 
inanoes,  and  any  change  in  their  reg[ula« 
tion.  For  those  who  sincerely  entertained 
that  eoinion,  however  much  be  diifered 
from  them»  he  felt  respect.  But  the  mass 
of  the  people  of  this  country  were  of  op- 
potite  sentimflBta.  They  wished  from 
Ibeir  hearts  that  the  whote  system  should 
undergo  a  thorough  investigation,  and  be 
restored  to  its  original  and  healthy  statew 
What  he  proposed  would  lead»  not  to  a 
sudden,  but  to  a  sound  conclusion.  All 
he  asked  the  House  was,  before  it  decided 
on  the  propositbn  comprehended  in  ^e 
right  hon.  gentleman's  bill,  to  take  every 
ade^te  means  of  ascertaininff  from  the 
opiuona  of  intdligent  and  well-infiyrmed 
nen»  whether  the  adoption  of  that  propo- 
sition would  be  oendiioive  to  the  public 
good. 

He  could  not  conclude  without  thank- 
ing the  House  with  unaflbcted  sincerity  for 
the  candid  attention  with  which  it  had 
listened  to  the  observations  which  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  it.  He 
would  now  move, 

^  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  State  of  the 


Circulating  Medium,  to  examine  whether 
there  be  any  and  what  necessify  for  the 
further  continuance  of  an  act  passed  in 
the  56th  year  of  the  reiso  of  his  present 
majesty,  restraining  the  Bank  of  England 
from  payments  in  Cash ;  and  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  Restrictions  ou  the 


issue  of  BromisBory  Notes  by  licensed 
bankers  be  fit  to  be  adopted;  and  to  re* 
port  the  same,  togeth^  with  their  obser* 
vations  thereupon,  to  the  House.'' 

The  Chanodhr  ^  ik»  Exchemter  rose» 
to  state  the  reasons  which  inauced  hkn 
to  dissent  firom  the  right  hon.  gentleiqaiiy 
and  in  doing  so  he  should  occupy  aa 
little  of  the  time  of  the  House  as  waa 
consistent  with  the  subject.  He  was  olad 
to  find  that  the  right  boa.  gentleman  nad 
put  his  case  on  broad  and  general  priaei^ 
ples»  rather  than  on  arithmetical  caleula* 
tioos,  applicable  to  precise  and  defined 
circumstances.  He  couU  not  see  any 
necessity  for  the  sppouitment  of  such  ■ 
committee  aa  that  piropesed  by  the  rigbl 
hon.  gentleman,  by  themouiries  of  wUchg 
the  House  should  be  guiaed  with  resped 
to  the  prcmriety  of  continuing  the  nee* 
triction  act  for  another  year.  He  fdt 
great  satislaction,  that  since  he  had  lasl 
spoken  on  this  subject,  what  he  had  thai 
stated  as  probable  to  occur  had  occmred^ 
and  he  should  now  address  the  Houses  and 
call  upon  them  to  form  a  ^dgment  as  to 
the  propriety  of  continumg  the  Bank 
RestncUon,  not  on  comectttie,  but  on 
what  had  aetually  taken  place. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated 
the  pounds  on  which  be  proposed  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  and  next 
the  nature  of  the  inquiry  into  which  he 
proposed  that  they  should  enter.  The 
first  of  the  subjects  into  wbid^  the  oom- 
mittee  were  to  inquire  was,  the  nature  of 
the  effects  which  foreign  loans  were  cal* 
culated  to  produce  in  this  country  oa  the 
price  of  gold.  They  were  then  to  deduel 
Brora  the  effinsta  produced  by  such  fo» 
reign  loens  on  the  price  of  gold  in  tUa 
countrya  variety  of  circumstances.  They 
were  to  deduct  the  eftct  produced  on  the 
price  of  gold  by  the  withdrawing  by  the 
Bank  from  the  market  of  that  qyanti^ 
which  thev  bad  aasaased,  in  order  to  pre- 

K»  for  tne  «esiimptioB  of  cash  oaymMta» 
ey  were  also  to  deduct  the  enect  which 
the  excess  of  the  issue  of  Bank  paper 
had  produced.  He  should  leave  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  whether 
these  were  subjects  on  which  they  ooold 
be  expected  to  arrive  at  auch  a  dmee  of 
certainty  of  conclusion  as  to  jusli^  mak« 
ing  them  the  subject  of  the  inqmties  of 
a  committee.  The  result  of  the  inqui- 
ries of  a  committee  on  such  subjects 
would  indeed  be  most  unsatishctery. 
When  tlie  variety  of  causes  iriiich  iai|[nt 
be  said  to  contribute  to  produce  the  high 
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price  of  ^old  was  considered,  it  was  evi- 
dent to  him  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  only  to  leave  the  subject  in 
sreater  doubt  and  uncertainty  than  be- 
fore. In  illustration  of  that  opinion  he 
need  only  refer  to  the  inquiry  by  the  bul« 
lion  comniittee,  which,  however  inge- 
nious and  laborious,  had  led  to  no  practical 
result. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  assumed 
as  a  fact,  that  there  was  an  excessive 
issue  of  Bank  paper,  and  he  assumed  this 
on  the  fact  of  there  having  been  an  in- 
creased issue  of  paper  during  the  last 
half  year.  The  right  hon.  gientl^man 
had  taken  as  a  criterion  the  proportion 
which  thie  Bsnk  notes  bore  to  each  other 
at  diferent  times.  He  had  assumed,  that, 
because  the  Bank  notes  issued  up  to  a 
certain  period  had  amounted  to  a  certain* 
sum,  which  he  conceived  to  be  equal  to 
the  aggregate  of  the  trade  and  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  because  the  notes  issued 
within  the  ia<t  half  year  had  exceeded 
that  sum,  there  was  necessarily  an  excess 
of  Biink  notes  no«v  ib  circulation.  But 
the  data  on  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man founded  h^s  c»iculationA  were  neces* 
sarily  imperfect  and  unsatisf 'Ctory.  The 
right  hon.  gentleniiin  had  lefl  out  of  his  ag- 
gregate one  of  the  mont  important  of  lu) 
tradtes,  namely,  our  internal  trade.  It 
appeared  that  our  roreign  trade  had  con- 
siderably increased  last  yean  There  had 
been  an  increase  of  six  millions  in  the 

Segregate  of  our  exports  and  imports, 
ut  our  internal  trade  had  increased  in  a 
much  greater  proportion.  Every  man  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  internal  state  of 
this  country  must  know  that  its  internal 
trade  had  never  been  so  greatly  distressed 
as  it  was  in  1816,  and  that  it  revived  in  a 
most  wonderful  manner  in  1817*  One 
criterion  for  determining  the  increase  of 
mir  internal  trade  had  been  pointed  out 
by  the  nght  hon.  gentleman  himself.  The 
issues  of  country  notes  had  increased  in 
a  very  great  proportion  last  year.  But 
tdiy  had  they  increased  ?  Because  a  re- 
viving trade  called  for  increased  issues. 
But  another  cause  might  have  augmented 
the  issues,  and  that  was  the  purchase  of 
gold  by  the  BaoL  The  right  hon.  gen* 
ueman  had  stated,  and  stated  truly,  that 
the  Bank  possessed  a  very  large  treasure, 
nd  that  they  had  been  amassing  that 
very  lai^  treasure  during  the  last  twenty 
yeslrs.  As  this  was  a  subject  not  open  to 
investigation,  the  amount  of  that  treasure 
could  not  be  asoertatned  by  the  House, 
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flUthough  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  Uttt* 
But  how,  he  would  ask,  could  the  Bank 
amass  treasure  but  by  the  issue  of  their 
own  notes?  The  advances  of  the  Bank 
to  government  had  also  been  assigned  as 
a  cause  of  the  increase  of  Bank  paper. 
But  the  House  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  from  accounts  on  the  table,  %hsx 
the  advances  of  the  Bank  to  government 
had  not  caused  any  such  increase ;  and 
they  had  also  the  authority  of  a  Director 
of  the  Bank,  that  the  purchases  of  go- 
vemment  paper  by  the  Bank  had  not  in- 
creased. He  apprehended,  therefose^ 
that  tha*^  part  of  the  right  hon.  gentler 
man*s  statement  in  which  he  assumed  that' 
the  over  issues  of  paper  by  the  Bank  of 
England  had  contf  ibuted  to  the  high  price 
of  gold,  fell  to  the  ground. 

Another  circumstance  had  been  stated 
as  having  contributed  to  the  high  price 
of  gold,  namely,  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  silver  at  the  Mint  compared 
with  gold ;  and  he  thought  in  this  there 
was  some  plausibility.  The  diflbrence  of 
value  of  the  new  silver  coinage  compared 
with  tbe  old  was  about  6  per  cent.  But 
the  new  silv<*r  coinage  which  had  replaced 
the  old,  if  it  was  6  per  cent  below  the 
old,  as  the  old  had  issued  from  the  Mint, 
was,  from  the  state  into  which  the  other 
had  Allen,  at  least  20  or  25  per  oent  bet- 
ter than  it.  The  other  cause,  namely,  the 
quantity  of  ^old  taken  out  of  the  market 
by  tbe  Bank,  he  should  not  then  enter 
into.  But  if  these  circumstances  had 
contributed  to  raise  the  price  of  gold,  lit 
how  much  greater  a  degree  must  the  op^ 
ration  of  forei^  loans  have  contributed 
to  produce  this  eilect.  In  1814s  the 
amount  of  Bank  issues  was  83,600,000(1 ; 
and  the  price  of  gold  was  then  5/.  lOs. 
per  ounce.  In  1815,  the  amount  waa 
26,S00,000&;  being  nearly  three  mil- 
lions beyond  the  amount  of  1814;  but 
the  price  of  gold  had  fallen  to  4t  6s.  6<f. 
per  ounce,  being  nearly  l/«  4«.  an  ounce 
less  than  it  was  when  the  issues  were 
three  millions  higher.  The  House  must 
therefore  see  tbe  difficulties  into  which 
the  conuderation  of  these  theoretical 
questions  would  involve  tliem.  Wlien 
there  were  obvious  cirdbmstances  to  ac- 
count for  the  increased  price  of  gold» 
parliament  ought  to  found  their  measures 
on  what  was  ImoWn  rather  than  on  what 
was  uncertain. 

The  right  hen.  gentleman  bad  said,  that 
foreign  loans  were  negociated  in  thia 
country  last  year,  that  foreign  loans  were 
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negodated  in  this  cottotrv  thia  year^  tnd 
that  foreign  loana  might  be  negodated  in 
thif  country  next  year;  and  therefore^  that 
if  they^Here  to  be  governed  by  fuch  dr« 
cumstances,  they  might  never  want  a  cause 
for  the  continuance  of  the  Bank  rettric* 
tion.  If  the  ordinary  transactions  of  fo- 
reign nations  were  in  question,  he  would 
admit,  that  the  argument  of  the  risht  hon. 

fentleman  was  perfectly  just.  But  he 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  had 
never  rested  the  expediency  of  the  mea« 
aure  on  drcumstances  whicn  arose  out  of 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  foreign  na- 
tions. The  transactions  which  justified 
the  present  measure,  were  of  no  ordinary 
nature.  It  was  tnie,  that  about  this  time 
in  1817  a  loan  of  twelve  millions  was  ne- 

fotiating    by  the    French    eovernmeht. 
iut,  in  the  present  year,  the  &ench  loans 
were  of  an  unusual  magnitude.     There 
had  been  two  loans  of  320  millions  of 
francs  each,  and  there  would  be  a  third 
of  880  millions  of  francs,  making  toge- 
ther a  sum  equal  to  about  45  millions  in 
our  currency  of  stock.    The  provision  for 
the  loans  was  16  millions  of  francs   of 
rentes f  and  a  credit  was  opened  depending 
on  a  certain  contingency  of  24  millions 
of  renieSf  making  together  a  sum  of  1020 
millions  of  francs  of  capital,  equal,  as  he 
had  said,  to  about  45  millions  of  our  mo- 
ney of  stock;  and  making  the  loan  amount 
to  about  SO  millions,  not  of  stock,  but  of 
actual  money.    They  were  to  add  another 
remarkable  circunistaoce,  that  a  Prusshm 
loan  was  actually  negotiating  in  this  ca- 
pital of  five  millionst  which  would  neces- 
sarily have    the   effect  of  drainins  the 
country  of  much  of  its  specie.     What 
proportion  of  the  French  loan  would  be 
remitted  from  this  country,  or  what  part 
night  have  already  been  remitftd,  could 
not  be   ascertained.      These  were  cir- 
cumstances repecting  which  he  had  no 
precise  data.  But  acommittee  could  obtain 
no  more  information  on  the  subject  than 
he  possessed;  for  there  was  no  precise 
information  on  the  subject  to  be  obtained. 
In  considering,  however,  the  effect  which 
these  loans  would  produce  on  the  price 
•f  gdd,  it  was  not  necessary  to  determine 
the  proportion  of  this  great  sum  which 
would  ne  remitted  from  this  country.    It 
was    enough   to  know    that  much  the 
neatest  part  of  it  must  be  obtained  in 
tnis  country.    When  they  found  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  JBngland  coming 
to .«  solemn  resolution  which  was  laid  be- 
fore Mr.  Pitt,  that  another  Austrian  loan 
(V0L.XXXV1II.) 


would  be  fatal  to  the  Bank,  and  when 
they  considered  thait  that  loan  was  esc* 
pected  to  be  only  three  Bullions,  or  at 
most  four  millions  and  a  half,  he  would 
ask  whether  there  could  be  any  prudence 
or  saf^y,  when  loans  to  so  much  larger 
an  amount  were  to  be  raised,  in  removii^ 
the  restriction?  In  consequence  of  this 
representation,  Mr.  Pitt  promised  that  no 
Austrian  loan  should  take  place. 

Mr.  Ttemof  observed,  acrou  the  tablCf 
that  those  opmions  of  the  Bant  Directors 
were  taken  up  in  a  moment  of  alarm* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer'  said^ 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  time  were 
such  as  to  justify  the  alarm.  But  even  ix 
a  loan  to  so  small  an  amount  would  not 
have  produced  the  effects  which  the  DL« 
rectors  anticipated,  the  circumstance  be* 
came  very  different  when  there  was  a  loan 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  SO  millions 
sterling.  The  right  hon.  gentlemen  was 
sufficiently  fond  of  producing  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  his  object  was  to 
condemn  the  measures  of  his  majesty's 
present  government.  But  he  certainly 
wished  the  House  to  remember,  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  approved  of  none  of 
those  measures  to  whicn  when  it  suited  his 
own  purpose  be  could,  refer;  and  he  (the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer)' would  an- 

Eeal  to  the  House,  whether  Mr.  Pitt  would 
ave  desired  to  see  the  a&irs  of  the 
country  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  ac 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  en- 
deavoured to  follow  his  measures,  or  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  constantly  vilified 
them? 

With  respect  to  the  present  restriction 
bill,  he  wished  to  state  the  plain  truth 
without  disguise.  The  truth  was,  that 
the  whole  preamble  originated  in  a  mis- 
take. The  preamble  was  inadvertently 
copied  from  the  last  act,  it  not  having 
been  observed  that  there  was  any  thing 
extraordinary  in  it,  or  which  did  not  app\y 
as  well  to  tne  present  bill  as  to  the  ter- 
mer bills  of  the  same  description.  When 
the  bill  came  into  the  committee,  he 
should  submit  a  proposition  by  which  the 
objectionable  part  of  the  preamble  would 
be  done  away  with.  He  was  ready  to 
admit  that,  whatever  bhune  that  deffree 
of  negligence  deserved,  it  ought  to  fm  on 
himself.  Hie  preamble  as  it  was  at  pre- 
sent drawn,  conveyed  an  unjust  reflection 
on  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
It  stated,  that  it  was  necessary  to  conti- 
nue the  restriction  in  order  to  enable  the 
Bank  to  make  preparations  for  the  re- 
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•amption  of  padi  pajrmeota.  This  wbi 
not  true ;  for  as  to  preparations  by  the 
9vik  for  the  resumption  of  cash  paypaenta 
notfaiog  had  been  left  undone.  In  refer- 
ring  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  right 
lion,  gentleman  had  said,  that  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1797  nad  referred  the  subject  to  the  con- 
flideration  of  a  committee.  That  was 
true,  and  nothing  less  could  then  hav^ 
been  expected  by  the  House  from  Mr. 
Pitt.  On  a  subiect  so  new,  so  unforeseen, 
so  alarming,  so  little  understood  as  to  its 
causes  and  its  consequences,  Mr.  Pitt 
acted  perfectly  right  in  proposing  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry.  But  what  would  a 
committee  now  have  to  inquire  into? 
Undoubtedly  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
hai  pointed  out  some  topics  for  inquiry 
On  which  a  committee  might  sit  long 
enough ;  for  it  was  impossible  that  they 
could  ever  come  to  a  satisfactpry  concla- 
aion  with  respect  to  them.  But,  after  all* 
iuch  an  inquiry  could  not  be  necessary  to 
epable  the  House  to  decide  a  question 
which  principally  turned  on  simple  and 
•i^vious  facts,  of  which  the  House  was 
9B  completely  in  possession  as  the  com- 
mittee could  be.  The  rig^t  hon.  gende- 
tofuti  bad  stated,  that  the  committee  would 
have  to  consider,  not  the  mtemal  situa- 
tion of  t|ie  Bank,  but  whether  any  iqter- 
n^  inconvenience  would  be  produced  bj 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  But 
he  (the  diapcellor  of  .the  exchequer) 
thought  a  committee  ought  to  lake  the 
counter-part  of  this  proposition,  and  ask, 
what  internal  inconvemence  could  result 
from  the  continuation  of  the  restrictions 
Ibr  another  year  I  As  to  determining  tb^ 
proper  time  for  resuming  cash  paynu^nts, 
the  House,  after  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, might  not  be  a  bit  the  wiser  on 
the  sifbject.  The  House  could  not  judge 
whether  some  ffirther  '  drcumstances 
SDigfat  not,  bpr  possibility,  arisOt  which 
would  render  it  impossible  to  resume  cash 
payments  at  any  given  time ;  and  a  com- 
n^iltee  could  only  form  a  judgment  on 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  could  not 
possibly  form  a  judgment  on  what  n4gbt. 
nereafter  arise. 

He  had  been  charged  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  with  not  being  serious  in  bis 
ibtention  of  resuming  cash-paymeptSy  be- 
cause he  had  not  taken  longer  than  a  year 
fis  t\ke  period  prescribed  by  the  bill  for  that 
purpose.  He  had  certainly  proposed  as 
itiort  a  period  as  possible.  He  bad  C4>n- 
sidered,  that  in  that  period  only  we  Hud 
to  apprehend   any  great   danger   from 
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fbreign  financial  operations,  nnd  that  those 
cmerations  would  nearhr  be  closed  in  lese 
than  a  twelvemonth.  The  operations  to 
which  he  alluded,  were  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  repeated.  Whether  France  would  ob« 
tain  a  similar  loan  next  year,  he  would 
leave  to  the  judgment  of  any  man  ac- 
quainted with  those  matters.  Was  it  not 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  great 
efforts  made  by  the  French  government 
this  year,  had  proceeded  from  their 
anxiety  to  remove  what  they  considered 
a  great  evil— the  presence  of  a  foreign 
army  in  France?  In  what  respect  their 
creatt  might  or  might  not  be  improved 
by  the  removal  of  that  army,  it  was  not 
for  him  to  judge.  But  the  French  go- 
vernment professed,  that  they  had  no 
occasion  for  loans,  but  what  arose  out  of 
die  circumstance  of  foreign  demands  and 
the  maintenance  of  a  foreign  army,  and 
that  the  ordinary  revenue  ot  the  country 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  ex- 

enditure.  He  th^efore  believed,  that 
ance  would  not  again  require  a  shnHar 
loan.  This  was  only  coniectureff  but  it 
was  a  conjecture  founded  on  the  best 
information  which  circumstances  could 
sSbrd, 

The  right  hon,  gentleman  had  bestowed 
a  good  £al  of  attention  in  his  speech  on 
a  subject  not  strictlv  befbre  the  House* 
imd  mto  the  co^sideratioo  of  whichi  he 
did  not  mean  to  enter-- he  meant  the  biU 
for  regulating  the  issues  of  country  banka, 
which  was  not  to  be  proceeded  with  tbi» 
session.  But  the  right  boo.  gentleman 
had  laid  dqwn  som^  propositions  so  dii- 
ferent  from  what  he  (the  chancellor  of 
die  exchequer)  considered  true,  legal,  and 
constitutional  principles,  that  he  could 
not  he^j[ioticing  them.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  that  it  wal  not  lagal 
or  coQstitutionai  to  exact  security  from 
bankera  for  the  notes  they  might  issue. 
[Here  Mn  Tiemey  intimated  across  the 
table,  that  heiiad  said  it  wa^  bad  policy}. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  retracted  n» 
words,  he  ought  to  do  so  explicitly ;  but, 
he  had  unquestienably  caUea  in  question 
the  right  of  demandbg  security  from 
bttikers,  for  the  notea  which  they  mi^t 
have  in  circulation.  It  appeared  to  hnn, 
that  the  legislature  had  not  only  a  general 
right  to  regulate  all  the  transactions  of 
the  country  but,  that  it  had  a  peculiar 
right  to  can  for  security  from  those  who 
ivsued  a  currencnr  to  represent  the  me- 
tidtic  currency  of  the  country— a  power, 
in  efiect,  no  less  than  that  of  coining, 
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wbidi  hid  always  teen  held  to  telong 
ptrticttfaurly  to  the  ■ovtreigiu  It  aw 
aoaa,  at  hit  sola  discratioo,  ware  to  te  al- 
lowed to  coin  flM>ney  without  being  re^ 
strabed  bj  the  legislatare,  be  sboiila  like 
to  know  in  what  state  dm  country  would 
soon  be?  Any  man,  it  was  said»  with  a 
bttikei^s  licence  night  issue  notes  on  tte 
security  of  stock*  But  the  House  ought 
to  recollect,  that  in  the  present  casot 
without  any  aecority,  any  man  night  issue 
as  nany  noteeas  he  pleased,  provided  he 
could  put  them  into  cireulatioo.  The  un^ 
douhtM  principle  of  his  neasure  was.  to 
plaoe  unaer  proper  linitation,  what,  when 
so  United,  nest  te  a  gteat  good  to  tlie 
country ;  but  what  wimout  sach  linita* 
tioo,  was  undoubtedly  a  great  evil;  for 
no  evil  could  te  greater  than  that  of  an 
insecare  currency ;  and  he  had  proposed 
to  limit  the  circulation  of  one  and  two 
pound  notes,  at  least*  without  a  securi^, 
in  order  that  the  poor  might  not  sump 
by  their  circulation.  A  second  principle 
on  which  lie  deemed  the  measure  advisa* 
ble  wasr  that  the  issue  of  paper  on  govern* 
ment  security^  was  preferable  to  any  issue 
on  prifate  security ;  for  all  the  notes  issued 
on  tte  security  nf  y ovemment,  might  aU 
ways  te  received  without  risk  or  inconve* 
nience,  as  the  iuctuations  in  tte  price  of 
stocks  could  not  affect  the  holders  of  tte 
notes* 

Tte.  eight  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted 
to  a  sabjeot  on  which  he  (the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer},  had  already  stated  his 
sentiments  to  the  House.  He  had  asked 
him,  whether  he  had  not  really  once  en*> 
tertained  the  idea  of  issuing  stock  deben- 
tuies?  He  would  repeat  wtet  te  had 
formerly  said,  that  he  ted  never  entep- 
taioed  such  an  idea  &r  a  moment.  The 
proposition  had  been  made  to  him,  but  he 
declared  it  wholly  inexpedient.  Wtether 
under  any  circumstances,  stock  deben- 
tures mijgbt  or  might  not  be  advisable,  was 
a  question  into  which  it  was  not  then  ne- 
cessary to  enter.  He  had  thought  such  a 
measure  wholly  inexpedient  at  present, 
because  the  amount  of  floating  govern- 
ment paper  was  already  as  muoh  as  it  was 
desirable  to  have  at  the  present  menent. 
Tte  right  hnn.  gentleman  had  imputed 
blame  to  government  for  tte  rte  in  tte 
fitnds:  he  had  talked  of  tte  Mfu  to 
which  tte  said  government  had  had  re- 
coune  for  raising  the  funds,,  and  te  had 
asked,  who  had  lieea  the  gainem  by  tte 
rise.  Undoubtedly  the  gDsat  capitalisu 
had.  been  great  gpinem,  but.  how  maoj 
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small  capteaKsts  had  also  been  benefited 
by  tte  rise  in  tte  fands^  He  flmdy  be- 
lieved, that  the  graeral  improvement  in 
industry,  tte  diraion  of  speculation  and 
trader  the  revival  of  the  pro^rity  of  Uia 
country,,  tte  increase  of  capital  enpleyed 
io  commerce,  and  the  conaa^ient  increasa 
of  confidence,  all  arose  ^om  tte  rise  of 
tte  funds.  Sone  individuals  lttlj|te  have 
felt  inconvenience  from  tte  nsor  but 
thousands  had  derived  fron  it  tte  greatest 
advantage^ 

Ttere  was  ofie  subject  on  whksb  he 
teped  te  night  te  allowed  tosay  asingle 
wor^— te  meant  tte  advances  made  by 
tte  Bank  to  govemnentL  The  righthonk 
gentleman  had  maintained,  that  one  of 
tte  great  cauaas  of  the  present  high  price 
of  geld  waa^  the  advances  nade  by  tte 
RanLto  govemnent.  HehadttesaUsfte- 
tion  to  state  to  the  House,  that  provisioa 
was  made  for  reducing  the  advances*  of 
the  Bank  to  any  amount  that  night  te 
deemed  necesaary-^to*  a  greater  extent 
indeed  than  even  the  Banx  had  thought 
fittoroqpire^  By  the  diminution  of  16  nil* 
lions  in  the  amount  of  exchequer  bills,  that 
part  of  tte  advances  of  the  Bank  which 
arose  from  tte  purchase  of  exchequer 
bills  would  te  reduced.  So  much,i  thersr 
fere,  wae  withdrawn  from  the  unfunded 
debt;  and  this  diminntion  would  have  .tte 
fiuther  offset  of  counteracting  that  possi* 
Ulity  of  an  exeessive  teue  of  paper  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  baa  supposed;; 
although  te  ( the  dianoellor  of  the  excha- 
^ler )  did  not  conoeive  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman'a  supposition,  had  any  fonndi^ 
tion  whatever.  The  right  boo.  gentle^ 
nan^had  enumerated  tte  advantages  po» 
sessed  by  other  countries  from  having  a 
metallic  currency,  and  te  had  affinMd» 
diat  the  character  of  this  country  was.  at 
state  on  thesubjpct.  How  far  tte  ohap 
racter  of  tte  country  had  suffered  from  its 
paper  currency,  te  would  leave  ^  those 
gentlemen*  wha  were  acquainted  with  tte 
continent  to  determine..  Hadany  of  them 
foood  that  the  character  of  thia  country 
bad  decreased  there  ?  Tte  coasUnt  in- 
creaM  of  paper  circulation  in  England  had 
been  teown  for  many  jicears.  Waait  not 
by  the  aid  of  this  paper  currencv,  ttetwe 
had*  been  able  ta  subsidize  all  Europe^ 
that  we  had  marched  triumphant  armiea 
over  the  continent,  ttet  we  ted  stood  so 
high  at  tte  congress  of  Vienna,  and.  that 
we  had  been  enabled  to  conclude  a  peace 
the  moat  honourable  to  this  country  of  any 
that  we.  had  etrer  obtained}    And  wm$ 
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After  three  years  of  peace,  there  was  no 
coontry  In  Europe  of  which  the  finances 
had  improTod  so  much— there  was  no  other 
country  in  which  any  thing  had  yet  been 
done  towards  redeeming  any  part  of  its 
debt.  In  this  country  fifty  millions  of 
capital  of  the  funded  debt  had  been  paid 
nnce  the  peace.  It  was  true,  that  this 
was  partly  counteracted  by  the  addition 
which  had  been  made  to  the  unfunded 
debt ;  but  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  state, 
that  at  the  dose  of  the  present  year  we 
should  be  on  the  whole  from  17  to  18 
millions  less  in  debt  than  when  the  peace 
was  concluded.  While  our  finances  had 
improved,  considerable  taxes  had  been 
taxea  off.  He  had  not  heard  that  in  any 
other  country  in  Europe  there  had  been 
any  diminution  of  taxes ;  at  least,  in  no 
other  country  had  they  been  reduced  to 
such  an  extent.  France  certainly  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  burthens  to  which  she  had 
been  subjected.  In  America  indeed  the 
taxes  had  been  reduced.  But  we  ought 
to  consider,  that  while  17  millions  of  taxes 
had  been  taken  off  in  this  country,  the 
internal  taxes  which  had  been  taken  off  in 
America  amounted  only  to  8  millions  of 
dollars,  or  about  two  millions  sterling. 
He  was  far  from  beinffjealous  of  the  pros- 
perity of  America.  The  interests  ot  the 
two  countries  were  so  intimately  con- 
nected, that  nothing  but  the  most  ill 
judging  policy  could  again  separate  them. 
It  was  but  justice  to  the  Amencan  govern- 
fnent  to  say,  that  by  the  measures  it  had 
taken  it  had  given  a  strong  pledge  of  its 
sincere  desire  for  peace  as  could  possibly 
be  ffiven.  By  repealing  all  internal  taxes, 
ancTplacing  the  whole  of  the  revenue  on 
their  customs,  which  depended  entirely 
on  the  continuance  of  peace,  the  Ameri- 
can government  bad  given  such  a  pledge 
of  a  pacific  disposition  as  must  be  highly 
«itJ.ctory  J  eve.y  n«m  who  widieS 
well  to  either  that  country  or  this.   - 

The  grounds  on  which  he  proposed  to 
continue  the  Bank  restriction  for  another 
year  were  simply  these-^be  extraordi- 
nary situation  of  forei^  countries,  and 
the  exteaordinary  relatiops  of  this  coun- 
try towards  them,  which  were  such  that 
no  man  of  experience  on  the  subject  could 
deem  it  prudent  or  safe  to  resume  pay- 
ments in  specie  at  the  present  moment. 
The  experiment  had  been  partially  tried 
last  October,  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? The  sudden  disappearance  of 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  taeg<ridcur- 
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rency.  He  admitted,  that  by  anuidimited 
issue  of  gold  currency  we  might  ultimately 
restore  the  exchanges  in  our  fiivour.  But 
he  should  like  to  Imow  what  might  be  the 
amount  of  the  issue  of  gold  and  Bil?er 
coin  which  would  be  necessary  to  turn 
the  scale  in  our  favour  when  there  was  a 
loan  of  SO  millions  negotiating  by  France, 
of  which  the  greatest  proportion  would  be 
remitted  from  this  country.  On  the  one 
side  then,  there  were  evils  ef  a  most  for- 
midable nature  to  be  apprehended.  But 
what  inconvenience  could  be  feared  on 
the  other  side  from  remaining  one  year 
longer  in  a  state  of  things  under  wnicfa 
the  country  had  prospered  for  so  many 
years  past  ?  He  wished,  however,  to  guard 
against  the  idea,  that  he  thought  such  a 
state  of  things  ought  to  be  continued  Ion* 
ger  than  was  necessary.  Though  the 
country  had  as  yet  experienced  no  danger 
or  inconvenience  from  it,  it  could  not  be 
permanently  adhered  to  with  safety  to  the 
mterests  of  the  country  which  might  be 
materially  injured  by  any  sudden  alarm* 
On  the  one  side,  then,  there  were  great 
dangers  and  certain  inconveniences ;  on 
the  other,  no  inconveniences  and  fanciful 
apprehensions ;  and  on  those  grounds  he 
should  oppose  the  right  hon.  gentlemanli 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
mittee. 

Lord  Althorp  thought  it  most  extraor- 
dinary that,  on  such  a  highly  important 
and  most  complicated  question,  resistance 
should  be  offered  to  inquiry.  Of  the  two 
grounds  on  which  the  restrictions  had 
been  originally  imposed,  not  one  was  now 
alleged  to  exist ;  but  a  very  extraordinary 
i  reason  was  assigned  instead  of  them.  The 
,  House  were  told  (hat  the  restrictions  must 
j  be  continued,  on  account  of  the  foreign 
loans.  This  was  the  first  time  that  sudi  a 
ground  had  ever  been  alleged  for  such  a 
measure.  This  was  placing  a  question  of 
vital  importance  to  the  country  in  de- 
pendence on  circumstances  not  under  the 
control  of  the  country.  Whether  we  were 
in  prosperity  or  in  distress,  whether  capi- 
pital  were  abundant  or  scarce,  forei^ 
loans  might  thus  call  upon  us  to  restraia 
the  Bank  of  England  from  redeeroinff  ita 

? ledge,  and  keeping  faith  with  the  public* 
le  doubted  wbethenoreign  loans  could  ever 
drain  the  country  of  its  bullion,  it  would  be 
found  more  proutable  to  export  other  com- 
modities, to  complete  the  loan.  This  was 
the  casein  the  Austrian  loan.  Botatleastit 
was  proper  to  inquire  whether  the  foreign 
loans  made  it  inexpedient  now  to  reiunie 
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line  of  oondaeC  which  was  not  to  be  nd>- 
ject  to  the  control  of  future  events.  But 
as  to  this  cause,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
said,  that  to  adinit  A  its  opmition»  m 
the  present  case,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
out  a  close  parallel  between  the  circum* 
stances  of  tne  country  now  and  in  1797, 
when  the  restriction  began.  He  must 
deny^  that  any  such  parallel  was  necessary. 
For  it  must  surely  oe  allowed,  that  per- 
sons who  bad  even  opposed  the  first  re- 
striction would  admit  Uiat  a  restriction 
might,  under  certain  drcnmstances,  be 
expedient,  or  perhaps  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  right  hon.  gentleman  liad  re- 
ferred to  the  report  of*  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee, and  had  taken  occasion  to  say, 
that  the  report  of  that  committee,  was  not 
very  popular.  As  to  this,  he  could  only 
say,  that  so  far  as  his  opinion  went,  there 
was  much  in  that  report  to  be  approved 
of,  and  even  admired,  although  there  were 
many  parts  of  it  which  he  certainly 
thouffht  founded  on  erroneous  principles ; 
and  Uist  nothing  could  be  more  erroneous 
and  blind  than  those  parts  of  it  which 
sought  to  deduce  practical  results  from 
mere  abstract  principles.  What  was  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  ?  Was  it 
not  in  fact  that  now,  and  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  we  had  been  without  a  me- 
tallic currency  ?  The  question  then  was, 
whether  or  not  we  were  now  able  to  return 
to  a  metallic  currency :  and  if  able,  whe- 
ther the  circumstances  of  the  country 
made  it  expedient,  not  for  the  interests 
of  the  Bank,  which  were  of  little  conse- 
quence OD*such  a  question,  but  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  at  large  ?  We  had  now 
lor  twenty  years  been  going  on  with  a  cur- 
rency of  no  intrinsic  vslue ;  and  might  it 
not  be  inexpedient  to  make  a  rapid 
transition  to  a  metallic  currency?  In 
his  opinion,  (and  he  seriously*  urged 
the  consideration  of  this  point  on  the 
oAer  friends  of  a  sound  currency) 
nothing  was  more  likely  to  defeat  the  very 
object  of  those  who  wished  to  return  to  a 
metallic  currency,  than  that  the  transition 
should  be  eifected  by  force,  and  in  the 
face  of  unfavourable  circumstances.  He 
would  put  it  to  those  who  might  be  dis- 
posed at  all  hazards,  and  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  resume  cash  payments,  to 
say  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
such  a  forced  resumption  were  to  raise  a 
cr^  in  the  country  for  a  renewal  of  the  re- 
striction? It  certainly  was  not  in  the 
power  of  parliament  to  command  those 
circumstances  which  wer«  fiivourable  to 


the  resumption;  but  yet  it  wss  in  the 
power  of  parliament  lo  choose  the  proper 
time ;  and  surely  it  was  not  in  sense  and 
wisdom  to  choose  that  time  when  the 
effects  of  the  transiUon  would  be  most 
strongly  felt.     Be  the  transition  made 
when  ue  price  of  bullion  was  low,  and 
the  exchange  in  our  favour,  still  it  must 
be  done  at  a  time  when  the  country  was 
otherwise'  prepared  for  it.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  admitted  that  a  time  of 
resumption  would  be  a  time  of  pressure ; 
but  he  ( Mr.  Grant  1  was  surprised  at  the 
confidence  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  exertions  of  the  Bank  on  such  an  oc- 
casion.   The  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
solely  attributed  to  the  Bank  the  desire 
of  profiting  by  excessive  issues  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  country,  seemed  never* 
theless  confident  that  immediately  the  re- 
striction was  put  an  end  to,  they  would 
lose   all    regard  to  themselves  m  their 
exertions  in  favour  of  the  country.    He 
(Mr.  6.)  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bank 
would  exert  themselves  for  the  public,  iNit 
it  was  at  confidence  in  such  a  quarter  that 
he  was  surprised.    He  agreed  that  the 
remittances  which  were  to  be  made  to 
foreign  parts,  would  be  made  not  entirely 
in  specie«^but  admitting  this,  was  it  to 
be  supposed  that  they  would  not  influence 
the  exchanges  ?— Although  the  sums  wera 
sent  abroaif  in  goods,  the  merchandise  to 
that  amount  would  produce  no  commer- 
cial returns,  and  the  imports  would,  there- 
fore, exceed  in  value  such  of  the  exports 
as  were  available  to  the  purposes  of  com* 
merce.    The  value  of  toe  exports  being 
thus   virtually    diminished,    who    eould 
doubt  but  that  the  exchanges  would  be 
effected.    There  were  two  causes  which 
must  always   operate   to   diminish   the 
issues  from  the   Bank  a  panic  in  the 
country,  or  a  foreign  remittance.    Now, 
unouestionably  the   effect  of  resuming 
cash  payments  would  be  to  diminish  the 
issues  of  the  Bank.    Was  it  therefore 
a  time  for  the  House  to  choose  that  the 
resumption  should  take  place  whba  either 
of  the  two  other  causes  was  operating? 
He  thought  it  would  hardly  be  questioned 
that  a  foreign  remittance  (the cause  which 
now  operated)  produced  some  effbct  on 
the  Exchange.     For,   admitting  that  a 
part  of  the  remittance  would  be  made  in 
goods,  still  goods  could  not  be  instantly 
remitted,    "nie  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
referred  to  the  Austrian  loui  of  1797,  to 
show  that  this  result  could  not  take  place ; 
but  the  reference    was    unlucky.     The 
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that  the  remittances  were  managed* 
Wherever  there  irereany  fact^  which  bora 
on  the  queatioD*  tbev  proved  the  futility 
of  the  opinion  that  tne  negotiation  of  fb* 
reign  ioana  would  neceaiarily  drain  the 
country  of  bullion.  The  riitht  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  quoted  the  <^inion  of  the 
Bank  directors  in  1797*  aa  aathoritv  for 
his  present  conclusions;  but  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  that  the  Bank  was  then 
mistaken  in  his  own  case»  and  had  pro* 
ceeded  on  principles  which  were  after* 
wards  admitted  to  be  unfounded.  The' 
evidence  then  taken  went  to  show,  that 
their  feelings  were  those  of  idarm  and  ap- 
prehension, which  ought  not  to  govern 
the  geoend  interests  of  the  country  at 
large.  The  reasons  for  the  resumption  of 
Gasb«payments  by  the  Bank  were  now 
strong.  For  the  first  time  since  I797t 
that  measure  could  be  adopted  without 
danger  or  inconvenience,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity for  enforcing  it  were  now  neglected 
another  equally  favouraUe  from  the  atate 
of  the  exchanges  might  not  soon  occur* 
Another  great  reason  against  any  iardier 
delay  was,  that  bv  the  continuance  of  the 
restriction,  the  Bank  ef  England  would 
be  induced  to  ^  join  with  the  country 
banks  in  increasing  their  issues  of  paper, 
which  would  raise  the  price  of  gold,  and 
render  a  return  to  cash-payments  more 
difficult  than  before.  To  the  hasard  of 
raising  the  price  of  gold,  and  cense* 
Qoentljf  of  all  other  commodities,  thus  en- 
dangering a  convulsion  similar  to  what  we 
had  lately  exoerienced,  we  should  again 
expose  ourselves.  The  project  of  issuing 
soiaH  notes  on  government  securities,  by 
the  country  banks,  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  any  preparation  for  a  return  to  a 
sound  state  or  currency.  These  small 
notes  would  displace  our  coin,  and  would 
thus  prolong  the  evil,  instead  of  having 
a  tendency  to  produce  a  remedy.  The 
l^t  source  of  the  evils  which  we  expe- 
rienced or  apprehended  arose  from  the 
conduct  of  goveriMneot.  So  lone  as  go- 
vernment continued  to  make  loans  in 
times  of  peace,  so  long  as  «e  delayed  the 
adoptioo  of  those  ecoooraical  measures 
which  would  bring  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  within  ita  income,^  sa  lon^  weald 
the  Bank  be  unable  te  return  to  caah  pay- 
ments. The  excess  of  our  expeaditttre 
over  our  revenue  was,  therefbM»  the  great 
object  to<  be  attended  to;  and  immediate 
means  ou^t  lo  ba  adopied  t^  reduce  the 
ooe  to  a  level  with,  the  o4bev«  Ue  trusted 
a  move  rigid  iayiivy  est  that  auhjeet 
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would  be  instituted  than  bad  yet  take* 
place :  till  that  was  done  we  should  never 
be  able  to  get  out  of  the  difficulties  thai 
surrounded  us,  with  regard  both  to  our 
curren^,  and  to  other  matters. 

Mr.  C.  GratU^  jun.  thought  there  waa 
some  ground  rf  complaint  agaiast  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  way  in  which 
be  had  entered  upon  this  discussion.  The 
principal  cause  for  this  complaint  was» 
that  be  had  involved  the  one  principal 
and  practical  question  with  several  othera 
in  themselvea  complex  and  specuhttive^ 
from  which  it  might  easily  have  beea  se« 
paiated.  Among  other  subjects,  the  state 
of  our  currency  had  been  largely  dweb 
upon  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  but  il 
did  not  seem  to  be  concerned  with  the 
point  at  issue.  The  simple  question  foe 
the  House  to  conskler  was,  whethec  the 
present  waa  a  proper  time  for  the  frauapi 
tion  of  cash  payments.  With  this  q|ues« 
tion  the  rif  ht  hen.  gentleman  had  involved 
other  Gonsiderationa  of  an  abstract  naSurei 
On  the  princioal  question,  the  right  hoe* 
gentleman  saip,  that  m  poetpoaing  the  le* 
sumption  of  OMh  payments,  parliameBt 
broke  faith.  He  was,  indeed,  astonished 
to  hear  this  from  the  right  lion,  gentlenaaa 
—When  was  the  pledge  given  ?  What  sort 
of  pledge  could  that  he  which  parliament 
could  eive  aa  to  its  future  conduct  with- 
out reurence  to  future  circumstances  ? 
To  this  much  indeed  parliament  had  com- 
mitted itself,  namely,  to  its  desire  and 
wish  that  cash  payments  should  be  re- 
sumed as  speedily  as  possible.  It  pledged 
itself  to  take  every  method  of  fbrwarmng 
the  desirable  result  of  payments  in  cash 
according  to  contingent  circumstances. 
Beyond  this  there  was  no  pledge.  There 
were  two  circumstances  wnich  might  dis- 
appoint the  expectations  of  the  Bank  re-* 
sumiog  its  cash  payments  at  a  certaia 
time.  Either  the  Bank  itself  misht  be 
involved  in  such  difficulties  as  would  pre- 
vent it  from  doing  so,  or  there  might  be 
circumstances  ansiag  out  of  the  state  of 
the  countrji,,  and  its  relations  «vith  foreign 
powers,  wliich  would  render  it  inexpedient 
te  doso^  although  ia  a  full  state  of  pre- 
paration. Aa  to  the  fint  of  these  causes» 
so  far  aa  the  Bank  itself  was  coaceroed« 
it  was  now  ready  to  resume  its.  payments 
in  specie ;  and  therefore  so  far  as  parliar 
nnnt  vnia  pledged  in  this  behalf,  te  this 
extent  was  it  sedeensed.  Aata  the  other 
smuae'-the  situation  of  the  coimtrY»  it 
must  be  dear  that  k  waa  impessibk  ibr 
perlianient  to  pUgn  itself  lo  w^f  future 
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line  of  oondaet  triiich  i^as  not  to  be  itib<' 
ject  to  the  control  of  future  events*  But 
as  to  this  cause>  the  right  hon.  geotlemtn 
iaidy  that  to  admit  m  its  operation,  in 
the  present  case,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
out  a  close  parallel  between  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  country  now  and  in  1797) 
irhen  the  restriction  began.  He  must 
deny^  that  any  such  parallel  was  necessary. 
For  it  must  surely  be  allowed,  that  per- 
sons who  bad  even  opposed  the  firiBt  re- 
striction would  admit  Uiat  a  restriction 
might,  uuder  certain  drcnmstancesy  be 
expedient,  or  perhaps  absolutely  neces- 
saiy.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  re- 
ferred to  the  report  of  die  Bullion  Com- 
mittee, and  had  taken  occasion  to  say, 
that  the  report  of  that  committee,  was  not 
very  popular.  As  to  this,  he  could  only 
say,  that  so  far  as  his  opinion  went,  there 
was  much  in  that  report  to  be  approved 
of,  and  even  admired,  although  there  were 
many  parts  of  it  which  ne  certainly 
thouffht  founded  on  erroneous  principles; 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more  erroneous 
and  blind  than  those  parts  of  it  which 
sought  to  deduce  practical  results  from 
mere  abstract  principles.  What  was  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  ?  Was  it 
net  in  fact  that  now,  and  for  the  last 
twenty  jears,  we  had  been  without  a  me- 
tallic currency  ?  The  question  then  was, 
whether  or  not  we  were  now  able  to  return 
to  a  metallic  currency :  and  if  able,  whe- 
ther the  circumstances  of  the  country 
made  it  expedient,  not  for  the  interests 
of  the  Bank,  which  were  of  little  conse- 
quence on^such  a  question,  but  for  die  in- 
terests of  the  public  at  large  ?  We  had  now 
for  twenty  years  been  going  on  with  a  cur- 
rency of  no  intrinsic  value ;  and  might  it 
not  be  inexpedient  to  make  a  rapid 
transition  to  a  metallic  currency?  In 
his  opinion,  (and  he  seriously*  urged 
the  consideration  of  this  point  on  the 
other  friends  of  a  sound  currency) 
nothing  was  more  likely  to  defeat  the  very 
object  of  those  who  wished  to  return  to  a 
metallic  currency,  than  that  the  transition 
should  be  eflbcted  by  force,  and  in  the 
ftce  of  unfavourable  circumstances.  He 
would  put  it  to  those  who  might  be  dis- 
posed at  all  hazards,  and  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  resume  cash  payments,  to 
say  what  would  be  the  consequence,  if 
sodi  a  forced  resumption  were  to  raise  a 
CTjT  in  the  country  for  a  renewal  of  the  re- 
striction? It  certainly  was  not  in  the 
power  of  parliament  to  command  those 
drcumstances  which  wer«  fiivourable  to 


die  resumption;  but  yet  it  wss  in  the 

power  of  parliament  to  choose  th^  proper 
time ;  and  surely  it  was  not  in  sense  and 
wisdom  to  choose  tkM  time  when  the 
effects  of  the  transhion  would  be  most 
strongly  felt  Be  the  transition  made 
when  the  price  of  bullion  was  low,  and 
the  exchange  in  onr  favour,  still  it  must 
be  done  at  a  time  when  the  country  was 
otherwise  prepared  for  it.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  admitted  that  a  time  of 
resumption  would  be  a  time  of  pressure ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Grant^  was  surprised  at  the 
confidence  of  the  right  hon.  gentieman  in 
the  exertions  of  the  Bank  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. The  right  hon.  gentieman,  who 
solely  attributed  to  the  Bank  the  desire 
of  profiting  by  excessiTO  issues  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  country,  seemed  never* 
theless  confident  that  immediately  the  re- 
striction was  put  an  end  to,  they  would 
lose  all  regard  to  themselves  m  their 
exertions  in  favour  of  the  country.  He 
(Mr.  6.)  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bank 
would  exert  themselves  for  the  public,  but 
it  was  at  confidence  in  such  a  qnsrter  that 
he  was  surprised.  He  agreed  that  the 
remittances  which  were  to  be  made  to 
foreign  parts,  would  be  made  not  entirely 
in  specie— but  admitting  this,  was  it  to 
he  supposed  that  they  would  not  infloence 
the  exchanges  ?— Although  the  sums  were 
sent  abroad  in  goods,  the  merchandise  to 
that  smount  would  produce  no  commer- 
cial returns,  and  the  imports  would,  there- 
fore, exceed  in  value  such  of  the  exports 
as  were  available  to  the  purposes  of  com- 
merce. The  value  of  the  exports  being 
thus  virtually  diminished,  who  ceald 
doubt  but  that,  the  exchanges  would  be 
efiected.  There  were  two  causes  which 
must  always  operate  to  diminish  the 
issues  from  the  Bank  a  panic  in  the 
country,  or  a  foreign  remittance.  Now, 
unouestionably  the  elfect  of  resuming 
caso  payments  woidd  be  to  diminish  the 
issues  of  the  Bank.  Was  it  therefore 
a  time  fi»r  the  House  to  choose  that  the 
resumption  should  take  place  whfen  either 
of  the  two  other  causes  was  operating? 
He  thought  it  would  hardly  be  questioned 
that  a  foreign  remittance  (the  cause  which 
now  operated)  produced  some  eftct  on 
the  Bxdiange.  For,  admitting  that  a 
part  of  the  remittance  would  be  made  in 
goods,  stiU  goods  could  not  be  instantly 
remitted.  Tm  right  hon.  gendeman  had 
referred  to  the  Austrian  loan  of  1797,  to 
show  that  this  result  could  not  take  place ; 
but  the  reference    was    unlucky.     The 
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anoimt  of  that  loao  was  no  more  than  about 
4,000y000^>  yet  it  materially  affected  the 
exchange.  The  committee^  whote  inqui- 
riei  were  at  that  time  directed  to  the  sub* 
jecti  examined  witnesses  on  this  part  of 
it.  Mr.  Boyd  was  the  person  to  whom 
the  management  of  the  remittance  of  the 
loan  had  been  entrustadi  and  in  his  evi- 
dence he  distinctly  stated  the  difficulty 
which  he  had  felt  in  managingr  so  as  lo 
prevent  it  from  producing  a  violent  eQect 
upon  the  exchanee,  and  Uie  various  means 
wnich  he  had  adopted  for  the  purpose. 
Yet  notwithstitnding  all.  the  precautions 
which  his  experience  and  ingenuity  had 
suggested,  the  effect  produced  in  tne  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  was  such,  that  in 
m  few  months  (from  February  to  August) 
it  sunk  from  36  to  31/.  The  objectof  the 
riffht  hon.  gentleman  was,  to  have  a  com- 
inittee  appomted,  to  get  at  the  state  of  the 
Bank  issues,  for  the  purpose  of  regulat- 
ing the  exchanges ;  but  parliament  could 
judge  of  these  without  any  inquiry  by  a 
committee,  as  it  had  all  the  facts  before  it 
without  such  an  inquiry.  A  committee 
could  only  give  its  conjectures  and  opi- 
nions and  judgment  upon  the  various  parts 
of  the  question,  and  all  these  the  House 
could  as  well  form  for  itself.  He  agreed 
that  the  liability  to  pa^  in  cash  was  a  be- 
neficial restraint  on  the  issues  of  paper;  he 
acreed  that  excessive  issues  were  mis* 
cnievous,  but  whether  at  any  one  time 
those  issues  were  excessive,  it  was  dif- 
ficult for  anv  man  to  make  out  to  his 
own  satisfaction,  and  impossible  to  esta- 
blish to  the  conviction  of  others.  The 
effect  of  political  and  commercial  circum- 
stances it  was  difficult  to  ascertain.  Of 
hite  there  had  been  an  advance  of  prices, 
and  it  was  on  that  account  immediately 
asserted,  that  it  had  been  caused  by  an 
increase  of  issues.  But  how  was  it  ascer- 
tained that  increased  issues  had  raised 
prices,  and  that  higher  prices  had  not  in- 
creased issues.  In  1810  it  was  proved 
the  increase  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try had  caused  an  increase  of  circulation. 
Amidst  all  these  doubts,  the  result  was 
this  :— There  were  great  principles  which 
it  was  necessary  to  adhere  tOa  except  in 
cases  of  exigency,  but  having  departed 
from  them,  it  was  not  proper  rashly  to 
return  to  them  at  an  un&vourable  time, 
and  thus  put  to  hazard  the  public  prospe- 
rity.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  said  that 
the  difference  between  a  sound  and  an 
unsound  state  of  the  currency  was  this— 
that  in  a  sound  state  of  the  currencyi  no- 
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thinff  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Bank;  whereas  in  an  unsound  state  of  the 
currency,  every  thing  was  left  to  the  dia* 
cretion  of  the  Bank.  Though  there  was 
some, truth  in  this,  yet  it  was  quite  evi- 
dent that  what  was  true  in  it  was  pushed 
to  such  an  extreme  that  the  proposition 
became  a  false  one;  for  it  was  well  known 
that  in  either  of  the  two  cases  which  he 
had  mentioned— in  a  case  of  domestic 
alarm,  or  of  a  large  foreign  remittancey 
the  Bank  had  it  in  its  power  to  produce 
the  greatest  mischief.  He  was  confirmed 
in  his  opinions  on  this  subject  by  referring 
to  the  Keport  of  the  Bullion  Committee— 
a  committee  of  which  he  could  not  speak 
without  respect,  veneration,  and  regrets- 
respect  for  those  distinguished  persona 
who  had  been  members  of  it,  and  who 
were  still  in  the  House— -veneration 'and 
regret  for  those  members  of  it  who  were 
now  lost.  That  committee,  he  could 
never  help  thinking,  did  not  make  suffi- 
cient allowance  for  tlie  various  perturbing 
causes  which  succeeded  one  another  so 
rapidly  throughout  Europe.  But  if  that 
committee,  so  highly  gifked,  had  not  been 
able  to  come  to  any  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion, what  was  to  be  expected  from  e 
committee  to  be  now  appointed  ?  It  was* 
indeed,  in  vain  to  expect  any  accurate 
conclusion  on  so  complex  a  subjed 
through  the  medium  of  a  committee.  The 
former  committee  sufficiently  proved  thia. 
It  had  attempted  to  fix  the  measure  of 
the  operation  of  war  on  exchanges-4l 
limited  the  eilects,  ordinary  and  extraor^ 
dinary,  to  seven  per  cent.  Beyond  that 
it  left  a  void  expanse— an  immane  baratk* 
nifn— which  it  indeed  attempted  to  fill  up 
with  depreciated  Bank  notes.  It  had  at* 
temptea  to  define  what  was  indefinidbl^* 
the  operation  of  great  moral  and  political 
causes  operating  in  various  ways  on  all 
the  complicated  system  of  money  and  ex- 
changes.  In  short,  no  good  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  appointment  of  a  commit* 
tee  which  could  not  be  obtained  by  a 
decision  of  the  House.  In  talking  of 
exchange,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seem* 
ed  not  to  have  reasoned  in  the  most  natural 
order  on  the  causes  which  affected  the 
rate  of  our  exchange.  These  causes  be 
stated  to  be  the  coinage — the  issues  of 
the  Bank— and  lastiy,  remittances  to 
foreign  countries.  If  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  was  right  in  what  he  said  as  to  the 
Mint  and  the  low  price  of  gold,  he  must 
show  that  in  no  case  when  gold  waa 
under*rated|  could  the  Bank  continue  it^ 
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cash  payments.  This,  however,  was 
comfileteljr  refuted  by  the  fact  which  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  stated  with  reference 
to  what  had  happened  at  the  time  of  the 
SilTcr  act.  It  would  not  do  to  say  it  was 
any  defect  in  the  coinage  which  occa- 
sioned that  unfavourable  state  of  things 
which  now  made  it  inexpedient  to  resume 
cash  payments^  because  the  whole  princi- 
ple or  the  coinsee  was  settled  two  years 
ago.  But  the  House  was  told  that  silver 
was  extravagantly  under-rated.  The  fact 
wasi  that  by  the  operation  of  the  last 
Coinage  act,  silver  had  been  depreciated 
aix  per  cent,  whereas  now  it  was  over- 
ratea  seven  per  cent.  It  was  impossible 
that  any  arrangements  in  the  Mint  could 
keep  pace  with  extrinsic  causes  that  ope- 
rated so  suddenly  and  so  strongly  on  the 
coinage.  As  to  the  ^reat  demand  for 
goldy  he  thought  it  might  be,  perhaps, 
very  truly  accounted  for,  by  supposmg 
that  throughout  Europe  the  same  change 
with  respect  to  the  precious  metals  was 
now  going  on  which  had  taken  place  in 
this  country  about  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  and  that  gold  was  gainine 
the  ascendancy  as  the  standard  metJ. 
He  had  already  disposed  of  that  part  of 
the  argument  which  related  to  the  remit- 
tances. Th<it  of  the  issues  of  the  Bank 
was  a  subject  more  intricate,  and  requiring 
80  much  delicacy  in  the  discussion  of  it, 
that  it  could  not  safely  or  advantageously 
be  entrusted  to  a  committee.  His  main 
objection  to  th*e  motion  was,  that  it  mixed 
an  abstruse  and  general  subject  with  a 

flain  practical  question  of  expedience, 
br  these  reasons  he  would  vote  against 
it ;  the  more  especially  as  to  go  into  a 
committee  would  produce  a  ereat  agita- 
tion in  the  country,  the  evils  of  which 
would  not  be  counterbalanced  by  any 
trifling  benefit—and  no  other  could  be 
expected — of  which  such  an  inquiry  might 
by  possibility  be  productive. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  that  he  felt  some 

.difficulty  in  proceeding,  to  notice   the 

apeeches  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 

2uer,and  of  his  hon.  friend  who  had  just  sat 
own.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
opposed  the  motion  for  two  reasons.  First, 
because  of  certain  principles  and  facts 
.  upon  which  he  was  satisfied  in  his  own 
mind,  and  which  he  had  represented  as 
being  universally  admitted;  and  secondly, 
because  of  other  facts  upon  which  he  was 
not  satisfied,  and  which  he  thought  there 
existed  no  necessity  of  investigatrng.  His 
faonourable  friend  had  appliea  himself  in 
( VOL*  XXXVIIL)    ^ 


the  early  part  of  his  speech  to  a  course  of 
reasoning  which  was  applicable  to  another 
subject,  the  restriction  of  cash  payments* 
There  was  nothing  in  the  speech  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  which  called  for  such  a 
discussion,  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  The  question  was 
not  whether  the  House  should  now  refuse 
the  continuation  of  the  restrictions  on  cash- 
payments  ;  his  right  hon.  friend  himself 
did  not  oppose  this  by  the  motion  he  had 
made,  but  he  had  said,  and  rightly  said, 
that  two  years'  time  having  been  given 
the  Bank  to  prepare  for  cash-payments,  if 
those  payments  were  now  refused,  a 
new  era  was  established,  a  new  prin- 
ciple was  set  up,  and  gentlemen  oppo- 
site were  as  much  bound  to  show  why  the 
Bank  should  be  excused  from  payment 
now  as  they  were  in  1797*  His  ngnt  hon. 
friend  had  not  contended  that  cash-pay* 
ments  should  be  resumed,  but  maintained 
that  it  was  a  subject  of  too  much  impor- 
tance to  be  determined  by  the  opinion  of 
any  individual,  however  high  in  situation 
or  in  talents,  and  requiring  the  labour  of 
a  committee  to  investigate  it  as  became 
its  magnitude.  He  could  nut  agree  with 
his  hon.  friend  that  because  the  subject 
was  difficult,  because  it  involved  the  most 
extensive  and  the  most  minute  consider- 
ations, there  was  therefore  no  ground  for 
going  into  a  committee :  those  were  the 
very  grounds  for  appointing  a  committee.r 
It  was  not  enough  fur  an  hon.  gentleman^ 
be  he  who  he  might,  to  say,  **  1  entertain 
such  principles,  1  state  to  you  such  facts, 
I  agree  with  the  bullion  committee  in  this, 
I  differ  from  the  bullion  committee  in  that^ 
my  authority  and  opinions  ought  to  have 
great  weiffht  with  the  House,  I  am  quite 
sure  the  House  is  not  so  fit  as  I  am  to 
enter  into  an  inquiry  on  the  subject.**  No 
doubt  his  hon.  friend  had  satis&d  himself^ 
no  doubt  he  had  studied  the  question. 

He  (Mr.  J.  P.  Grant)  had  taken  some 
pains  himself,  though  he  could  not  at  pre* 
sent  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  he  had 
come  to  any  decisive  opinion;  but  he  knew 
enough  to  convince  him  of  this— that  they 
ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  the  mere 
assertion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche* 
quer,  when  they  had  a  choice  between 
that  and  the  prosecution  of  inquiry  by  a 
certain  number  of  their  own  members* 
He  could  not  admit  that  what  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  had  said,  either 
as  to  facts  or  principles,  was  decisive  of 
the  question.  He  did  not  believe  that 
foreign  loans,  affected  the  state  of  the  cur- 

(2  1) 
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rency  at  all.  If  the  honourable  eehtle- 
man  would  shovr  that  any  one  foreign 
loan  had  ever  done  so,  he  would  give  up 
the  argument  at  once.  But  the  evidence 
of  the  bullion  committee,  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Pitt  himself,  were  all  strong  to  show 
that  foreign  loans  had  no  such  effect  what* 
soeven  If  this  was  to  be  the  principle  on 
which  the  restrictions  were  to  be  renewed, 
he  presumed  the  preamble  of  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  must  say,  "  That  whereas  the 
]cingdom  of  France  had  negotiated  a  great 
loan  in  this  country,  and  whereas  that  loan 
would  unavoidably  drain  the  country  of 
iipecie,  therefore  the  Bank  was  to  be  ex- 
cused from  paying  its  engagements  in 
cash."  When  that  preamble  should  ap- 
pear at  the  head  of  a  bill,  he  should  be 
teady  to  show  that  it  was  not  grounded  on 
any  one  true  principle  or  fact.  If  he 
succeeded  in  convincing  the  House  that 
t  foreign  loan  could  have  no  such  effect, 
then  perhaps  they  would  admit  that  there 
existed  ground  for  farther  inquiry.  He 
would  admit  that  at  present  the  Bank 
could  not,  in  point  of  fact,  resume  cash- 
payments,  and  that  was  the  very  reason 
why  he  desired  inquiry;  because,  if  any  of 
the  principles,  or  any  of  the  facts,  given 
out  as  the  cause  of  this  inability,  were  in 
reality  the  principles  or  facts  which  pre- 
vented the  Bank  from  resuming  cash- 
payments,  there  was  not  one  of  those 
^rmciples  or  facts  that  was  not  within  the 
Control  of  the  House.  If  the  obstacle  to 
h  resumption  of  payments  was  the  nego- 
tiation pf  a  foreign  loan,  that  might  be  re- 
inedied  by  the  interposition  of  parliament ; 
Sf  it  was  attributable  to  the  state  of  the  coin- 
ike,  parliament  could  equally  remedy 
that.  He  begged  now  to  call  the  Atten- 
tion of  the  House;  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  given  in  1797,  with  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  Austrian  loan.  IVith  re- 
spect to  the  remonstrance  made  by  the 
Sank  in  1797,  on  the  subject  of  another 
loan,  he  should  observe,  first^  that  that 
loan  never  actually  took  place ;  secondly, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  said  the  Bank  were  entirely 
wrong  in  their  conceptions  about  the  ef- 
fect of  that  loan ;  thirdly,  that  the  loan 
which  did  take  place  in  1795,  had  no  such 
effect  as  that  which  was  apprehended,  or 
as  that  to  which  the  Bank  declared  that 
Its  stoppage  of  payment  was  owing.  Mt. 
Boyd,  who  was  agent  for  the  Austrian 
loan,  stated  in  his  evidence,  that  it  could 
have  no  effect  upon  the  price  of  bullion, 
as  none  of  it  was  remitted  in  specie.  He 
Was  also  ag^jU  in  1795,  and  stated,  that 


the  remittatices  t^ere  then  made,  as  altocpst 
all  remittances  were  bade,  by  bills  of  ex- 
change. Some  part,  however,  was  trans- 
mitted in  foreign  biillion,  namely,  the  sum 
of  1,^2,000/.;  this  was  principally  silver 
bullion,  Spanish  dollars :  1,043,000/.  were 
silver ;  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
gold  sent  out  was  no  more  than  150,000 
of  French  louis  d'ors ;  the  greater  part  of 
these  were  purchased  by  the  Bank,  so 
that,  if  any  ill  consequences  ensued,  the 
Bank  was  itself  a  party  to  them.  The  loan 
of  1796  was  transacted  almost  entirely  by 
bills.  If  gentlemen  looked  to  the  rate  of 
exchange  at  Hamburgh  at  that  time,  it 
would  be  found,  that  during  all  the  time 
from  which  a  pretence  had  been  drawn  to 
justify  a  stoppage,  the  rate  of  exchange 
was  such,  that  gold  was  exported  at  a  loss, 
and  imported  at  a  profit ;  and  yet  we  were 
now  told,  that  the  stoppage  In  1797  wfl8 
owing  to  the  loss  upon  exchanges.  What- 
ever he  might  be  in  other  respects,  Mr. 
Bovd  was  a  good  judge  of  matters  of  fact, 
and  could  speak  accurately  as  to  the  way 
in  which  remittances  were  made.  This 
remarkable  passage  occurred  In  his  evi- 
dence :  <<  A  remittance  of  4,600,000/.  he 
considered  a  difficult  operation :  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  vary  the  modes,  and  make  use 
of  all  expedients.  He  could  not  carry  it 
on  by  bills  on  Hambureh  alone,  but  by 
bills  on  Cddiz,  on  ^iladrid,  on  Vienna,  on 
Venice,  on  Genoa,  on  Leghorn,  oh  Lis- 
bon, and  on  other  places ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  give  a  preference  to  any  mode, 
but  it  was  necessary  that  he  shoufd  apply 
himself  to  all ;  by  these  means  he  made  the 
exchanges  favourable ;  If  he  had  stuck  to 
bullion  exclusively,  the  price  would  hate 
been  so  high  here,  and  so  low  at  Ham- 
burgh, that  it  muit  have  been  exported  at 
a  lo^s."  Gentleifian  might  wrap  this 
matter  up,  as  Locke  said,  in  mystical  ex- 
pressions; but  if  they  considered  it  plainly, 
tliey  would  see  that,  as  between  one  coon- 
try  and  another,  gold  and  silver  were  not 
different  from  tea  and  coffee,  or  any  other 
commodity.  In  this  view  of  the  subject 
there  was  no  difficulty,  and  as  well  might 
It  be  said,  that  because  we  had  troops  to 
support  abroad,  the  price  of  beef  and  btead 
must  rise  in  England,  as  that  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  loan  would  make  gold  scarce 
hef  e.  We  should  not  send  out  beef  and 
brfead,  but  cottons  and  manuflicturea  to 
pFoVide  for  our  troops.  The  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  said  that  ^,000,000(1 
had  b^en  Sent  out  of  the  country,  but 
would  he  say  it  had  been  sent  in  gold  i 
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When  remittances  were  made  to  G^rmanyy 
the  amount  of  our  exports  was  four  times 
as  great  as  at  any  other  time.  After  all 
these  fiictSy  could  it  be  said  that  a  foreign 
loan  afforded  any  reason  for  the  farther 
suspension  of  cash-payments?  On  thes^ 
fiubjects  they  were  bound  to  consider  what 
fell  from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
as  entitled  to  some  weight ;  but  ha4  such 
principles  fallen  from  any  other  person, 
ne  should  not  have  ventured  to  have 
troubled  the  House  with  an  exposition  of 
their  absurdity :  what  he  had  been  npw 
advancing  was  within  th,e  sphere  of  every 
one's  knowledgOi  and  there  was  not  a  de- 
cently educated  young  man  at  his  leaving 
college,  that  was  not  as  ^ell  acquainted 
with  the  principles  he  had  just  stated,  as 
the  most  profound  calculator.  If,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  proof  he  had  given,  that  the 
stoppage  of  the  Bank  in  1797  was  not 
owing  to  the  existence  of  foreign  loans, 
he  should  show  that  it  was  owing  to  ad^ 
vances  msde  to  government,  the  House 
was  bound  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and 
before  they  resorted  to  the  desperate  mea- 
sures proposed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  to  find  out  the  real  cause  of 
the  evH  in  order  that  they  might  adopt  an 
adequate  remedy.  He  would  not  fatigue 
the  House  by  examining  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  passed  between  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  England  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  when  those  difficulties  first  began, 
but  he  would  refer  them  to  that  corres- 
pondence in  which  they  would  find  re- 
peated remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the 
oank,  and  entreaties  that  the  government 
would  pay  up  their  advances.  He  did  not 
think  that  Mr.  Pitt,  if  he  were  living,  would 
feel  highly  flattered  by  a  comparison  with 
those  who  professed  to  act  upon  his  prin- 
ciples, who  one  day  proposed  a  plan  to 
the  surprise  and  alarm  or  the  whole  coun- 
try, ana  the  next  day  gave  it  up;  who 
finding  the  nation  in  a  state  of  embarrass- 
ment, could  suggest  no  renyedy  for  its  re- 
lief; and  who,  when  the  period  came  round 
for  renewing  the  restriction  of  cash-pay- 
ments, refused  a  committee  to  inquire 
whether  such  a  measure  was  necessary. 
It  was  Mr.  Pitt*s  opinion  that  the  Ban)c 
was  straitened  by  too  large  an  issue  of 
paper,  and  that  the  only  remedy  was,  to 
withdraw  some  of  it  from  circulation.  This 
had  also  been  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Giles ; 
and  that  if  the  Bank  had  adopted  that 
measure  two  months  before  the  stoppage, 
it  had  been  safe.  As  io  the  alteration  in 
the  standard  of  valuCi  that  had  been  sug- 


gested bv  his  hon.  friend,  and  the  surqiise 
that  gold  was  becoming  the  standard  a|l 
over  the  continent,  he  could  not  answer 
it,  because  he  did  not  iinderstand  if. 
Where  there  was  but  one  standard  of  va- 
lue, by  onp  metal  only  being  constituted 
a  legal  tender,  other  metals  might  be  mea^ 
sured  by  that ;  but  where  there  were  two 
measures  of  value  sul^sisting  at  opce,  on^ 
would  drive  the  other  out.  Under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  it 
was  as  impossible  for  the  Bank  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  gold,  as  it  would  be  for 
them  to  fill  a  reservoir  that  leaked  as  fast 
as  liquor  was  poured  bto  it;  for  while  eold 
bore  a  premium  of  8  per  cent  it  would  be 
quite  vain  to  attempt  to  keep  it  in  the 
country.  On  this  subject  the  hook  of  the 
late  lord  Liverpool  contained  a  fund  of 
valuable  information.  The  whole  subject 
was  of  the  last  importance,  and  denaanded 
serious  inquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  now 
or  at  what  future  time  it  would  be  expe- 
dient for  the  Bank  to  resume  cash-pay- 
ments ;  for,  from  the  specimens  of  Qnan- 
cial  perspicuity  and  decision  lately  evince^ 
by  tne  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he 
did  not  feel  himself  very  ready  to  pin  his 
fuith  upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman*s  as- 
sertions. 

Mr.  Hushisson  felt  it  necessary,  after 
die  extraordinary  and  novel  doctrines, 
avowed  by  the  right  hon.  mover,  and  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  to 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House.  In 
some  points  he  even  differed  from  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  they 
also  required  explanation.  The  motion 
was,  that  they  should  institute  a-commitr 
tee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. His  right  hon.  friend  had  adverted 
in  the  course  of  his  speech  to  the  discus* 
sions  and  publications  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  inquiry  adopted  by  the 
bullion  committee,  and  he  seemed  to  be 
of  .opinion  that  it  required  an  effort  of 
courage  to  refer  to  their  report.  He  bad 
ventured,  however,  in  defiance  of  all  ridi- 
cule, to  re-peruse  that  report  this  morn- 
ing, and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  describ- 
ing it  as  a  perspicuous  statement  of  facts, 
and  well  connected  inferences  which  had 
never  been  answered.  It  had  been  pre- 
pared by  a  gentleman  whose  enlarged 
mind  was  well  calculated  to  investigate 
any  subject  with  precision,  but  which  had 
been  applied  to  tnis  question  with  pecu- 
liar success.  He  could  not  conclude 
this  brief  observation  of  that  distinguished 
individual;  without  expressing  his  regret 
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that  he  was  not  then  present  to  assist  their 
deh'berations  with  the  force  of  his  reason- 
ing, and  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment. 
The  question  now  was  this — whether  to 
the  present  circumstances  it  was  fit  to 
apply  the  principles  on  which  that  report 
was  founded.  He  had  that  night  come 
down  to  the  House,  in  the  full  convic- 
tion that  no  dissent  could  have  been  ex- 
pressed to  the  principle  that  an  increase 
of  a  paper  currency  tended  to  its  own  de- 
preciation ;  and  must  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing the  prices  of  all  commodities,  in- 
cluding of  course,  gold  and  silver,  and  bills 
of  exchange ;  for  the  real  definition  of  a 
bill  of  exchange  was,  "  an  assignment  to 
one  country  of  so  much  of  the  bullion  of 
another,  as  was  represented  by  that  bill." 
The  reverse  had,  nowever,  been  asserted. 
He  here  read  some  extracts  from  a  pam- 
phlet lately  published,  intituled,  "  On  the 
approaching  Crisis,"  which  he  said  was 
written  by  a  warm  and  able  opponent  of 
the  bullion  report,  and  who  seemed  of 
late  to  have  altered  his  opinion.  It  was 
true  that  the  state  of  the  country  was  now 
widely  different:  we  were  no  longer  at 
war,  and  it  was  consequently  unnecessary 
to  keep  in  the  Bank  a  supply  of  specie ; 
and  he  admitted,  that  the  only  ground  on 
which  a  renewed  suspension  of  cash  pay- 
ments could  be  justified  was,  that  the  con- 
fraction  of  the  paper  circulation,  which 
would  be  its  result,  would  produce  a  ge- 
neral and  a  weighty  pressure.  Such  a  con- 
traction would  immediately  force  the  ex- 
changes above  par,  and  induce  remittances 
of  specie  from  abroad.  This  had  been 
the  case  in  1816,  when  the  failure  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  country  banks,  and  the 
diminution  of  the  paper  of  the  rest  to  one 
}ialf,  had  of  itself  made  an  alteration  in 
the  exchanges.  A  paper  circulation  had 
always  a  tendency  to  increase  itself,  be- 
cause it  was  the  interest  of  those  by  whom 
it  was  issued ;  and  the  main  difficulty  of 
returning  to  cash-payments  arose  from 
this  very  circumstance — the  system  was 
now  of  more  than  20  years  standing,  and 
the  issue  bad  almost  annually  augmented. 
The  proper  time  for  resummg  cash  pay- 
ments was,  when  the  exchanges  were  ei- 
ther at  or  above  par ;  and  if  the  Bank  had 
been  prepared  with  gold,  and  the  act  had 
not  prohibited  it,  he  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  seen  a  gold  currency  restored  last 
^ear,  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  de- 
mand would  not  have  been  great,  as  no 
man  would  have  doubted  the  solidity  of 
Ibe  Bank^  Ror  would  the  wish  have  been 
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general  to  have  changed  a  convenient  for 
an  inconvenient  circulation.  He  doubted 
even  whether  more  gold  specie  would  then 
have  been  required  for  tne  purpose  than 
had  lately  been  uselessly  issued.  The 
state  of  a&irs  was,  however,  widely  difier- 
ent  at  the  present  period.  Unfortunately 
the  exchanges  were  now  so  much  against 
us,  as  to  alter  the  whole  complexion  of 
the  case ;  and  he  would  ask  the  House  if 
they  were  prepared  to  compel  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  pajrments  at  the  moment  when 
the  government  of  France  were  about  to 
negotiate  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  sterling 
and  when  the  government  of  Prussia  had 
just  concluded  one  in  this  country,  of 
which  a  very  large  proportion  had  been 
transmitted  in  specie,  and  when  all  fo- 
reign loans,  more  or  less,  were  obtained 
firom  the  capital  of  Great  Britain.  It  had 
been  asked,  what  difference  existed  be- 
tween a  loan  to  a  foreign  government,  and 
the  effects  of  the  usual  desire  displayed  by 
many  persons  of  seeking  a  larger  interest 
for  their  money  in  foreign  countries  ^  To 
his  mind  there  was  a  great  difference,  be- 
cause it  appeared  from  experience,  and 
from  the  very  necessity  of  contracting  the 
loans  in  this  country,  that  the  foreign  go- 
vernments had  not  succeeded  in  inducmg 
persons  in  this  country  to  transfer  their 
capital  into  the  foreign  funds,  and  that 
without  this  supply  of  British  capital 
those  governments  were  wholly  incapable 
of  performing  any  great  financial  opera- 
tion. It  had  been  stated,  that  Mr.  Boyd 
had  given  in  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee, that  he  had  transmitted  but  a 
very  inconsiderable  part  of  the  Austrian 
loan  in  specie ;  and  it  was  thence  argued 
that  a  foreign  loan  was  not  calculated  to 
produce  any  great  effect  upon  the  price 
of  bullion.  But  of  the  actual  amount 
transmitted  in  money  in  any  one  loan,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  speak  with  accuracy* 
It  was  not  correct  that  loans  were  gene- 
rally transmitted  in  merchandize.  The 
fact  was,  they  were  more  usually  trans- 
mitted in  bills  of  exchange — which  he  was 
ready  to  admit  might  have  been  purchased 
by  merchandize-^but  should  the  result  of 
this  commercial  operation  leave  against 
the  country  a  balance,  it  must  be  eventu- 
ally paid  in  gold  and  silver.  In  1797  there 
had  been  a  considerable  failure  of  country 
banks ;  it  was,  in  fact,  a  period  of  panic» 
and  a  consequent  drain  took  place  upon 
the  specie  yet  left  in  the  coffers  of  the 
Bank ;  but  the  exchanges  were  much  ii) 
favour  of  this  country;  upon  Hamburgh 
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it  was  as  high  as  36t  and  a  considerable 
profit  was  therefore  afforded  on  the  impor- 
tation of  bullion.  But  the  failure  of  the 
country  banks,  the  panic,  and  the  drain 
had  led  to  the  suspension  of  cash  payments 
by  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  he  bad  there- 
fore been  astonished  to  bear  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman assert,  that  the  suspension  of  cash 
payments  arose  in  1797  irom  the  exces* 
sive  advances  by  the  Bank  to  the  minister 
of  the  day.  The  distress  which  occurred 
at  that  period  had  been  attributed  by  Mr. 
Henry  Thornton  a  man  of  great  practical 
knowledge,  as  well  as  of  deep  jnsight  into 
the  principles  of  finance,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  lords  committees,  to  the  great 
diminution  of  the  paper  issues  of  the 
Bank;  and  even  Mr.  Giles,  whose  au- 
thority had  been  so  triumphantly  stated 
on  the  opposite  side,  had  given  his 
opinion,  that  were  it  not  for  the  restric- 
tion the  Bank  would  still  farther  con- 
tract the  circulation.  With  respect  to 
the  immediate  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments, the  measure  seemed  to  him  incom- 
patible with  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
nor  did  he  think  that  the  House  could  in 
any  degree  interfere  with  the  internal  re- 
gulations of  the  Bank  for  determining  on 
the  best  means  for  attaining  that  object. 
He  feared  that  in  any  attempt  they  coiild 
make,  they  were  placed  very  much  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  Eneland.— 
He  meant  that  the  House  could  do  no- 
thing more  than  declare  the  time  for  re- 
Bummg  cash  payments,  but  must  leave 
the  means  with  the  Bank  itself.  It  was 
impossible  to  dispute  it,  and  he  defied  all 
the  ingenuity  of  the  other  side  to  propose 
any  satisfactory  regulations  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  cash-payments  were  to  be  re- 
sumed—that  must  be  left  wholly  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England;  their 
character,  however,  would  be  at  stake 
before  the  world,  and  they  would,  no  doubt 
be  anxious  to  be  relieved  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible from  the  inconvenient  and  pressing 
inquiries  now,  day  after  day,  made  into 
their  affairs.  He  would  not  go  into  any 
numerical  calculation  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  issues  of  the  Bank,  because  he  did 
not  consider  that  amount  any  criterion 
of  excess,  which  was  in  fact  only  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  convertibility  of  paper 
into  cash  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder. 
For  the  general  principle  of  currency  was 
this— that  the  quantity  of  metallic  money 
should  be  as  small  as  possible,  and  the 
quantity  of  convertible  paper  as  large  as 
poisibte.    Great  mistakes  had  got  abroad 


on  the  subject,  and  he  could  not  agree  in 
the  praise  bestowed  upon  a  pamphlet 
quoted  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (the  dian« 
cellor  of  the  exchequer) — he  alluded  to 
that  of  Mr.  Weston-— for  the  very  title  of 
it  supposed  an  absurdity.  It  was  called 
''  Letters  on  the  Means  of  increasing  the 
Circulation  of  the  Country;"  now  no 
circulation  could  be  sound  and  safe  unless 
it  was  precisely  such  as  would  have 
existed  if  the  currency  was  all  metallic 
He  thought  that  all  the  advances  made  by 
the  Bank  to  the  government  ought  to  be 
repaid  before  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments. These  advances  must,  in  the  first 
place,  limit  the  means  of  the  Bank  to  pro- 
cure gold.  The  facility  of  acquiring  gold 
must  depend  upon  the  rate  of  exchanges. 
These  should  be  carefully  watched  b^  the 
Bank,  and  the  amount  of  their  issues 
ought  to  be  cautiously  and  gradually  re« 
duced  to  a  state  similar  to  the  circulation 
in  other  countries.  With  respect  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  in 
regard  to  the  diffisrence  between  the  gold 
and  silver  currency,  he  had  forffotten  that 
silver  was  no  longer  a  standard  of  value, 
and  that  a  person  carrying  silver  to  the 
Mint  could  no  longer  procure  coin  for  it 
at  the  rate  inserted  in  the  Mint  minute. 
This  made  an  important  distinction  in  the 
present  instance,  from  the  state  of  affiiirs 
m  the  rei^  of  Charles  2nd,  when  a  slight 
alteration  m  Uie  relative  values  of  the  gold 
and  silver  coinage,  caused  the  disappear- 
ance and  restoration  of  either,  as  they  hap- 
pened alternately  or  respectively  to  be 
affected.  The  government  now  retained 
the  power  of  regulating  the  exact  simount 
of  the  silver  coinage  of  the  country,  and, 
of  preventing  it  from  exceeding  whatever 
was  considered  necessary  for  the  mere 
purposes  of  exchange.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then  adverted  to  the  effect 
produced  upon  this  country,  and  in- 
deed, upon  all  the  continent  of  Europe, 
by  the  facility  enjoyed  by  Great  Britain 
of  extending  her  paper  circulation.  It 
was  like  the  effect  that  had  been  found  to 
arise  from  the  discovery  of  the  mines  of 
America,  for  by  increasing  the  circulating 
medium  over  tne  world  to  the  amount  of 
forty  millions,  it  proportionably  fiidlitated 
the  means  of  barter,  and  gave  a  stimulus 
to  industry.  In  proportion,  however,  as 
the  Bank  of  England  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  purchase  gold  on  the  continent 
to  meet  Its  engaj^enta  with  the  public 
here,  the  circulating  medium  of  the  con 
tinent  was  diminished;  and  as  the  conti- 
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n^ntal  states  did  not  enjoy  the  credit  pos- 
sessed by  tl^js  country,  and  were  thereby 
deba^rred  from  increasing  their  paper  cur- 
rency, the  result  was  oiscemible  in  the 
great  cox^fusion  and  deterioratipn  of  pro- 
perty that  had  taken  place  on  the  conti- 
nent duripg  the  two  last  years.  Indeed 
he  had  po  hesitation  in  sayii^g  tliat  much 
of  the  distress  which  had  prevailed  upon 
the  continent,  was  fairly  attributable  to 
the  Durcbase  of  bofUpn  by  Uie  Ban.k  of 
Englapd.  He  then  remarked  9n  the 
great  sf iipi^lus  tlf^  increase  of  the  cifcu- 
latinp  InJ&di^a)  bad  given  to  the  arts 
and  mdustrv.  of  this  country,  but  while 
the  general  appearance  of  the  country 
was  improved;  and  its  prosperity  promQted 
it  was  much  t^  be  lamented  that  the  com- 
forts an4  rewa/rd^  of  the  labourers  had 
been  much  reduced.  The  population  of 
the  country  had  increased  m  proportion 
to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  circulating 
medium  bad  advanced ;  bujt  thpugh  there 
W9S  an  in.creased  demand  for  labour,  its 
ifBges  ^ere  diminished.  This  he  showed 
by  reference  to  the  prices  of  corn  for  the 
last  centji^ry.  He  stated,  to  show  the  im- 
provement of  tlie  country,  that  from  the 
year  1658  to  1754,  there  had  not  been 
one  bil)  of  enclosure,  and  this  country 
iin^ort^d  com.  There  were,  from  1754? 
to  1796,  during  whi.ch  time  there  ha.d 
been  a  rapid  increase  of  the  circulating 
medium  by  imports  from  the  mines  of 
America,  bills  of  enclosure  to  the  number 
of  3,500,  and  this  country  becSime  an  ex- 
porting country.  He  concurred  with  the 
right  hon.  mover  in  thinking,  that  though 
some  difficulty  might  attend  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments,  yet  it  was  idle  to 
talk  of  its  producing  any  serious  convul- 
sion in  the  country.  He  believed  that 
nothing  had  tendea  more  to  create  alarm 
in  the  country,  than  the  clamour  which 
was  raised  on  the  subject  of  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank.  It  was  no- 
torious, that  in  Scotland,  even  previous  to 
the  restriction  upon  cash  payments  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  principal  currency 
was  in  pgiper,  and  that  there  was  very 
little  ^old  currency  in  that  country. 
Such,  indeed,  was  the  happy  system  of 
the  chartered  banks  of  Scotland,  that  even 
in  the  yecyrs  1793  ^nd  1796,  no  inconve- 
nience was  felt  in  that  country  fron>  want 
of  metallic  currency,  when  the  pressure 
was  so  sensibly  distressing  in  England. 
Nevertheless  lie  felt,  as  be  always  b^d 
done,  that  it  was  Ui9  duty  of  the  Bank| 
as  soon  as  posslblei  to  resume  those  pay- 
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DDents— and  he  was  convinced,  that,  by  a 

gradual,  temperate,  and  caiutious  conduct, 
le  resumption  might  take  place  without 
risking  any  material  alteration  in  the 
affairs  of  the  empire.  This,  however, 
could  only  be  done  by  a  proper  reference 
to  the  circi;mstances  of  the  country— and 
taking  care  that  the  amount  of  the  circu- 
lation tepded  to  place  our  course  of 
exchange  on  a  par  with  that  of  other  coun- 
tries.. Th^  present  was  npt  that  season. 
To  with4!'aw  the  restriction  now,  would 
soon  force  the  coi}ntry  into  its  paper  cir- 
culation with  renewed  and  probably  in- 
curable evil. 

Lord  Fotte^^onf  congratulated  the  House 
on  the  opinions  which  they  had  heard  de- 
livered by  the  hon.  members  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  the  debate;  all  of  which 
proved  the  necessity  of  the  investigation. 
The  question  before  the  House  was,  whe- 
ther tnere  should  be  an  inquiry  instituted 
by  the  House  entering  into  a  committee, 
in  order  to  remove  the  restriction  from 
ti^e  Bankt  and  by  what  means  it  could  be 
removed.  Two  years  had  elapsed' since 
he  had  explained  to  the  House  the  rea- 
sons which  should  influence  the  Bank  to 
resume  its  payments  in  cash,  while  the 
course  of  exchange  was  in  its  favour.  The 
hon.  member  who  spoke  last,  had,  at  that 
time^  said  t)iat  the  Bank  required  time  to 
prepare  for  resuming  its  payments.  Two 
years  were  allowed,  and  what  resulted? 
The  hon.  gentleman  this  evening  urged, 
that  the  time  was  gone  by ;  he  acknow- 
ledged the  utility,  the  necessity,  of  the 
resumption  of  cash  payments,  and  wished 
for  its  adoption  ;  but  he  fixed  no  period. 
It  was  to  take  place  at  an  undecided, 
floating  moment.  The  Bank,  it  was  stated, 
was  eager   for  the  resumption,  but  he 

ilord  F.)  thought  otherwise,  for  the  Bank 
erived  too  much  profit  from  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  restriction,  to  wish  its  re- 
moval. Where  was  this  to  end?  Sup- 
pose another  year  were  allowed,  what 
would  be  the  event  ?  A  committee  must 
finally  be  established  in  order  to  inquire 
into  the  means  of  resuming  cash  pav- 
ments,  and  why  not  at  this  period  ?  Th^ 
House  would  please  to  consider,  the  com- 
mittee, which  was  the  present  object  of 
debate,  was  to  decide  pn  facts  and  not  on 
principles.  He  called  on  every  gentle- 
man who  bad  thought  on  the  situation  in 
which  the  want  of  cash  pavmepts  for 
twenty-one  years  had  placed  him,  to  re- 
fleet  seriously  before  he  should  embark  in 
thi^  melancholy  career,  to  qhom  he  en- 
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trusted  his  fatare  welfare.  There  was  at 
decided  difference  of  o()iiiion  amongst 
(hose  individuaTs  who  spoke  frotn  the 
treasury  benches;  for  the  House  wodld 
recoilecty  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  spoke  lasty  had  absolutely  laboured 
to  overturn  the  whole  of  the  reasoning 
made  use  of  by  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
who  first  spoke  from  the  opposite  side ;  and 
it  was  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  cabinet  had 
bfiered  no  opinion  whate? er  on  the  Sub- 
ject. He  thought  it  monstrous  that  the 
%ank  should,  without  any  inquiry,  be  al- 
lowed to  raise  or  depreciate  at  their  plea- 
sure the  property  of  every  individual  in 
the  kingdom ;  hay,  that  the  Bank  should 
think  tnls  so  much  a  matter  of  course, 
that  not  one  gentleman  connected  with  it 
thought  it  worth  while  (o  say  a  word  in 
e'xolanation. 

'  Mr.  S,  Thornton  could  not  let  the 
question  go  to  a  vote,  and  especially  after 
tne  maimer  in  which  he  had  just  been 
called  upon  by  the  noble  lord,  without 
asserting  that  the  Bank  directors  had 
done  all  that  was  in  their  power  towards 
resumption  of  cash  payments.  The  un- 
foreseen circumstance  of  a  bad  harvest, 
and  the  loans  raised  for  foreign  powers 
had  impeded  the  measure.  The  Bank 
had  evinced  its  sincerity  by  twice  adver*- 
tising  an  issue  of  cash  for  its  notes  up  to 
a  given  period,  but  the  gold  was  no  sooner 
issued  than  it  disappeared.  With  a  view 
to  prepare  for  that  resumption  tliey  re- 
duced their  issues  from  thirty  to  twenty- 
six  millions,  but  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  they  afterwards  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  advance  their  issues,  in  order 
to  supply  the  circulation.  He  trusted 
these  impediments  were  only  temporary ; 
and  as  other  countries  were  relieved  in 
pecuniary  affairs  they  would  become  our 
customers.  As  to  the  loans  alluded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  mover,  he  meant  those  to 
Russia,  France,  and  Prussia,  the  fact  was, 
that  to  Russia  and  Prussia  those  loans 
were  made  in  English  manufactures,  so 
ihat  they  served  to  give  employment  to 
our  own  manufacturers,  and  to  provide  a 
market  for  their  produce ;  and  France  would, 
in  the  liquidation  of  debt,  and  the  payment 
of  its  contingent,  return  to  this  country  a 
part,  at  least,  of  what  it  raised  through  our 
subjects.  To  the  other  drains  was  to  be 
added  the  expenditure  of  EngUshmen  on 
the  continent,  which  was  estimated  at  not 
less  than  6,000,000{.  Under  all  these 
fclrcumstanceS)  as  a  member  of  parlia- 


ment, he  could  not  but  admit  thfs 
was  hot  a  favourable  time  to  establish 
agahi  a  metallic  currency.  He  lamented 
that  these  impediments  had  arisen  to  the 
completion  of  the  measure  which  ihe 
House  and  the  country  looked  for  with 
so  much  anxiety.  As  a  Bank  director  he 
lamented  it  still  more,  as  he  had  learnt  by 
experience  that  the  cessation  of  the  re- 
striction could  alone  put  the  Bank  in  a 
state  of  Complete  independence.  Ilie 
HoiTse  would  feel  that  it  must  be  irksome 
to  himself,  and  other  hon.  members,  situ- 
ated as  he  was,  to  be  daily  subjected  to 
harsh  reflections,  and  to  a  language  which 
he,  thought  no  circutnstances  could  vitidi- 
cate ;  and  more  especially  when  they  had 
only  acted  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  a 
duty  entrusted  to  them.  There  had  been 
last  year  ho  less  than  20  accounts  from 
the  Banlc  called  for,  and  this  lesdion  al- 
ready 17*  and  he  believed  notice  given  of 
others.  These  accounts  there  would  be 
no  pretence  to  require  when  the  Banlc 
was  placed  under  different  circumstances. 
Another  proof  of  its  disposition  to  pay  in 
cash  was,  the  calling  in  a  large  part  of  its 
advances  to  tlie  public,  for  the  payment 
of  which  provision  had  been  made  by  par- 
liament. By  this  it  would  be  enabled  to 
reduce  its  issue  of  notes ;  but  he  must 
apprize  the  House  that  this  was  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  delicacy,  and  it  was  im- 
possible till  the  time  to  determine  how 
far  this  measure  should  be  carried.  The 
present  times  were  very  different  from 
1797.  Nothing  the  Directors  could'  do, 
the  House  ma^  be  assured,  would  be 
wanting  on  their  part.  He  could  assure 
the  House,  and  for  a  period  of  17  years 
he  could  speak  from  personal  knowledge, 
it  was  the  anxious  wisn  of  the  Directors  to 
perform  their  duty  towards  the  public,  as 
well  as  towards  the  proprietory.  He  was» 
indeed,  perfectly  ready  to  take  his  fiill 
share  of  the  responsibihty  which  attached 
to  the  system  so  lone  pursued.  With  re- 
gard to  the  motion,  be  must  say,  tfiat  to 
appoint  such  a  committee  as  tne  motion 
referred  to,  woidd  only  operate  to  pro- 
duce embarrassment  and  injurious  im« 
pressions,  and  therefore  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Franktand  Lewis  contended,  that  a 
committee  of  the  House  would  prove 
ultimately  the  means  to  which  the  coun- 
try must  refer  the  important  question  of 
the  Bank  restriction,  and  wished  to  know 
why  it  should  not  at  present  be  adopted. 
The  point  at  issue  was  with  the  Bank^ 
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which  had,  during  the  time  of  the  restric- 
tion! collected  a  vase  Quantity  of  the'pre- 
cious  metals,  which,  by  a  future  restric- 
tion, it  would  be  enabled  to  send  into  the 
market,  a  proceeding  which  could  not  fail 
of  being  productive  of  advantage  to  itself. 
It  was  useless  to  call  upon  the  Bank  two 
years  ago  to  make  preparations  to  resume 
cash  payments,  if,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  the  restrictions  were  to  be 
renewed,  and  the  gold  collected  to  effect 
those  payments  was  to  be  disposed  of  for 
other  purposes,  so  that  the  Bank  would 
find  itself  as  unprepared  as  ever,  whenever 
a  fresh  call  might  be  made  for  a  return  to 
a  metallic  circulation. 

Mr.  Grenfetl  observed,  that  as  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  importance,  he  could  not 
give  a  silent  vote  upon  it.  He  would, 
however,  avoid  going  at  length  into  the 
subject.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
Bank  restriction  advocated  on  the  ground 
of  foreign  exchanges,  and  the  demand  for 
gold  on  the  continent  Last  year,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  congratulated  the  House 
on  a  virtual  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
as  he  designated  the  partial  sums  of  specie 
advanced  by  the  Bank.  It  appeared,  at 
present,  as  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  anxious  to  avail  himself  of  any  pre- 
text for  continuing  the  restriction.  With 
respect  to  the  observation,  that  the  price 
of  eold  was  against  such  a  measure,  he 
could  inform  the  House,  that,  for  the  last 
year,  no  change  had  taken  place  at  Paris. 
The  uniform  price  of  that  metal,  since 
January,  1817,  was  346  francs  the  hecto- 
gramme. He  regretted  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  spoken  last  from  the 
treasury  bench  would  not  give  the  House 
the  benefit  of  his  vote  as  well  as  of  his 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a 
committee ;  for  in  favour  of  that  appoint- 
ment all  the  hon.  gentleman's  arguments 
directly  tended.  Adverting  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Bank  director,  he 
denied  that  in  any  remarks  which  on 
former  occasions  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  make  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank,  he  had  treated  that  corporation  with 
any  undue  asperity. 

Lord  Casttereagh  said,  that  at  that  late 
hour  of  the  night  he  would  rather  direct 
his  observations  to  the  motion  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  than  enter  into 
a  wider  field*  He  contended  that  no  in- 
quiry had  ever  been  proposed  to  the 
Mouse,  which  carried  on  its  face  less 
plausibility  than  the  present.  The  mo- 
tion had.  three  objectSi  firsti  to  inquire 
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about  a  |»roposition  respecting  country 
banks,  which  his  right  hon.  friend  had 
withdrawn;  secondly  to  investigate  the 
state  of  our  currency;  and  thirdly,  ta 
consider  of  the  means  of  controlling  the 
issue  of  Bank  of  England  notes.  Any 
inquiry  as  to  the  two  first  objects  appeared 
to  him  quite  unnecessary,  as  the  House 
had  already  sufficient  information  upon 
the  subject ;  and  as  to  the  third,  he  must 
protest  against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
that  House  to  interfere  with  the  manaee* 
ment  of  the  concerns  of  the  Bank ;  for 
that  management  should  be  led  solely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  itself.  The  Bank  might, 
if  it  thought  proper,  have  resumed  cash  pay- 
ments in  1816,  by  simply  serving  a  noUoe 
upon  the  Speaxer,  but  the  Directors 
distrusted  the  continuance  of  the  rate  oi 
exchange,  which  was  then  favourable,  and 
that  distrust  was  soon  ailer  justified.  Bat 
had  the  Bank  resumed  payments  in  cash^ 
the  consequence  might  easily  be  judged 
of  from  the  result  of  the  partial  resunm- 
tion  which  had  since  taken  place;  for 
what  was  become  of  the  quantity  of  sove- 
reigns which  were  but  lately  issued  from 
the  Bank  i  Why  they  were  melted  down 
and  sent  out  of  the  country  for  profit,  and 
such  must  be  the  case  while  the  rate  of 
exchange  was  against  us.  When  the 
loans  contracted  by  foreign  powers  should 
begin  to  operate,  the  Bank  would  have  te 
purchase  gold  at  an  extravagant  price 
abroad,  tmd  after  coining  it  here,  would 
see  it  melted  and  carried  back  again  ta 
the  continent.  Upon  what  ground  then 
could  any  reasoning  man  justify  the 
sudden  resumption  of  cash  payments, 
while  such  resumption  must  obviously 
lead  to  the  most  mischievous  consequences* 
He  felt  it  his  duty,  therefore,  to  oppose 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion. 

Mr.  Tiemei^  replied  in  a  speech  of  un- 
usual brilliancy  and  force.  He  said,  that 
the  noble  lord  who  spoke  last  had  under- 
taken to  simplify  the  object  of  his  motion^ 
and  because  the  inquiry  embraced  various 
points,  had  endeavoured  to  simplifir  it  by 
arguing  that  there  ought  to  he  no  inquiry 
at  all.  Tlie  difference  between  him  and 
the  noble  lord  was  thiS'— that  the  one  de- 
sired to  know  what  he  was  about,  and  the 
other  looked  upon  this  as  an  antiquated 
notion.  The  noble  lord  thought  it  woidd 
embarrass  the  public  nund  and  create 
alarm,  if  the  proposed  inquiry  was  instt-- 
tuted;  whilst  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  country  never  could  be 
alarmed  at  seemg  its  representatiTes  ia- 
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2uita  before  they  acted.  He  regretted  / 
be  absence  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  | 
(Mr.  Canning)*  who  had  ghren  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  at  the  time 
of  the  bullion  committee's  discussions-^ 
discussions  which  he  had  been  reproached 
for  not  renewing  that  night — so  seTcre  a 
lecture  upon  the  doctrines  he  then  main- 
tained. Had  any  body  foretold  at  that 
time  to  him,  that  an  hon.  member,  so 
severely  lashed  for  his  erroneous  opinions 
on  matters  of  financct  would  soon  after 
become  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  he 
should  have  thought  the  prophet  out  of 
his  wits«  But  had  it  been  added,  that  the 
lecturer,  and  a  party  to  the  lecture  ^Mr. 
Huskisson^,  would  also  sit  by  this  cnan« 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  support  him 
on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  it  must 
have  exceeded  all  human  credulity.   The 
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liffht  hon.  ffenlleman,  indeed,  seemed, 
after  much  ^liberation,  to  have  made  up 
his  mind,  that  the  best  wa^  after  all  was 
to  speak  the  truth,  and  the  first  confinsion 
was,  that  stock  debentures  were  not  worth 
a  farthing.  With  regard  to  the  preamble, 
indeed,  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  asserted, 
that  he  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
that  it  was  entirely  a  mistake.  The  person 
employed  to  draw  it  up  had  probably  ap- 
plied for  some  reason  to  prefix  to  such  a 
measure,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
not  having  one  at  hand,  desired  him  to 
iind  the  best  he  could ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  he  took  the  preamble 
assigned  to  the  last.  As  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  he  could  not  concur  in  tbe 
opinion  that  they  were  anxious  to  resume 
cash  pigments.  Those  genUemen  pro* 
fessed  m  private  company,  as  well  as 
aometimes  m  that  House,  their  desire  for 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments.  They 
were,  no  doubt,  individually  very  fair, 
amiable  gentlemen,  but  as  a  body,  he  must 
say  that  he  thought  them  most  danger- 
ous, and  that  they  never  would  resume 
cssh  payments  if  they  were  not  urged  to 
do  so,  by  finding  that  House  in  earnest  to 
produce  the  measure.  He,  therefore,  ex- 
horted the  House  to  show  its  earnestness 
upon  this  occasion.  If  it  did  not  do  so, 
be  feared  that  the  consequences  would 
be  dreadful^ that  a  terrible  revulsion 
would  take  place;  This  wss  probably 
the  last  struggle  to  guard  against  that  me- 
lancholy event,  and  let  each  roan,  who 
felt  for  the  situation  of  the  country,  have 
the  satisfaction  of  thinking  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  result,  he  bad  done  his 
duty     [Loud  cheers]. 

(VOL.  XXX vni.) 
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PaTlTIOH  or  LiXUTXNANT  Bbdford.} 

Captain  Waldegrave  presented  a  Petition 
from  lieutenant  Bedford,  of  the  royal 
navy.  Tbe  hon.  member  stated,  that  aa 
the  petition  was  of  great  length,  ho 
should  just  state  what  it  was  the  peti- 
tioner complained  of.  He  stated,  that 
thotigh  severely  wounded  when  a  midshioi- 
man,  by  which  he  lost  an  eye  and  nearly 
the  use  of  his  jaw,  he  had  not  sinee  re-* 
oeived  any  pensioa.  He  also  complained 
of  a  regulation  ia  the  Admiralty,  by  which 
no  naval  officer,  except  an  admiral  or 
captain,  could  claim  or  obtain  an  audi* 
ence  of  tbe  first  lord  of  the  Admiraltj, 
though  in  the  army  it  was  different,  for 
there  every  commissioned  oflicer  eoteriag 
his  name  ia  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose 
at  the  Horse-Guards,  might  nave  an 
audience  of  hia  royal  highnesa  tbe  com- 
mander-in-chie£  He  prayed  the  Hou^e 
to  take  his  case  into  consideration. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
raatl  Oa  the  yieation^that  it  do  lie  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  Bennei  said,  that  though  the  House 
had  not  heard  the  whole  of  the  petition 
read,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  ac* 
q,uainted  with  all  its  allegations,  yet  thera 
was  one  eircomstance  mentioned  in  it 
which  the  House  ought  not  to  sufer  to 
pass  unnoticed.  He  alluded  to  that  regu^ 
iation,  by  which  officers  under  a  oertaia 
rank  were  precluded  from  havina  an  ai^ 
dience  of  tne  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty* 
He  saw  no  reason  why  the  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  should  refuse  anr  audience 
to  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  which  his 
reyal  highness  the  commander  in  chief 
granted  to  the  hund>lest  ensign  in  the 
army.  He  had  not  before  beard  of  such 
a  regulation,  and  he  was  certain  that  no 
such  practice  was  known  in  the  time  of 
earl  Spencer,  or  earl  St.  Vincent. 

Mr.  Croier  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the 

eirticolar  complaint  of  tbe  petitioner* 
e  had,  ia  his  opinion,  no  right  to  be 
dissatisfied  at  net  having  a  pension,  for 
he  was  placed  on  the  Greenwich  establislv- 
ment,  which  was  better  than  the  receiving 
a  pension  as  lieutenant.  With  respect  to 
die  regulation  to  which  the  hon.  merobev 
(2K) 
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had  alluded,  be  should  observe,  that  the 
first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  that  of  the  com- 
mander* in -chief,  for  he  could  decide  at 
once  upon  any  application  which  was 
made  to  him ;  whereas,  the  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  was  only  oiTe  of  a  com- 
mission, and  had  not  the  same  authority. 
As  to  the  particular  rule  by  which  th^ 
audiences  of  the  first  lord  of  tne  Admiraltv 
were  regulated,  he  was  not  certain:  it 
was  not  at  all  connected  with  his  (Mr.  C.'s) 
department,  but  he  was  certain  that  the 
private  secretary  to  that  nobleman  could, 
if  he  were  in  parliament,  give  a  most 
satisfactory  explanation  of  it.  For  him- 
self, he  should  only  say,  that  he  was  in 
his  office  every  day,  and  the  whole  of  the 
day,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  see  every 
person  who  had  occasion  to  consult  him. 

Captain  JValdegrave  said,  he  had  nbt 
meant,  nor  was  it  the  intention  of  the 
petitioner,  to  impute  the  slightest  neglect 
to  the  hon.  member.  What  he  princi- 
pally complained  of  was,  that  he  had 
never  received  any  pension, 'nhough  he 
had  been  wounded  so  severelv  as  to  lose 
one  of  his  eyes  and  almost  the  entire  of 
his  jaw.  He  also  complained  of  losing 
his  pension  as  midshipman  when  promoted 
to  tlie  rank  of  lieutenant. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  was  now  aware  of 
il)e  nature  of  the  petitioner's  complaint, 
and  he  trusted  he  should  give  an  answer 
to  it  satisfactory  to  the  House.  The  rule 
which  he  complained  of  was  the  same  in 
the  army  as  in  the  navy.  The  petitioner 
had  got  his  wound  before  the  present 
regulation  was  made ;  but  instead  of  the 

gen  si  on  of  95/.  a-year,  to  which  he  might 
e  entitled,  he  received,  by  being  placed 
on  the  Greenwich  establishment,  an  in- 
come of  220/.  a-year. 

Sir  C.  Pole  thought  the  petition  indis- 
creet, and  that  the  petitioner  had  no  just 
cause  of  complaint. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Land  Tax  Assessment  Bill.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  this  bill. 

Sir  James  Graham  objected  to  the 
Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  Such  a  bill 
as  the  present  he. conceived  to  be  pecu- 
liarly improper  when  the  country  was  on 
the  eve  of  a  general  election,  as  it  had  a 
tendency  to  take  away  a  salutary  guard 
against  fraudulent  votes,  and  one  that 
had  remained  upon  the  Statute  book  for  a 
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hundred  years.  It  had  been  asserted  that; 
the  land  tax  had  been  redeemed  in  many 
counties.  He  was  inclined  to  believe  that 
in  scarcely  any  county  had  more  thai» 
a  half  of  the  land  tax  been  redeemed^ 
and  in  many  not  a  third.  He  could  not 
consent  to  the  House  going  into  a  com- 
mittee, unless  some  adequate  substitute 
should  be  provided  for  the  check  that 
would  be  removed.  He  saw  no  difficulty 
in  the  case  as  the  law  stood  at  present, 
and  no  necessitv  for  such  a  bill  as  the 
present,  especially  at  a  time  when  a  ge- 
neral election  was  so  near.  He  should 
therefore  move.  That  the  House  do  re- 
solve itself  into  the  said  committee  on 
that  day  three  months. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  some  such  remedy 
as  that  proposed  by  this  bill  was  necee- 
sary.  Though  the  present  measure  was 
imperfect,  it  did,  to  a  certain  degree,  ob- 
viate the  evil  complained  of.  But,  at  this 
time»  he  thought  it  would  not  be  wise  t» 
pass  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  fVj/nn  contended,  that  the  bill  was 
necessary.  As  the  law  now  stood,  free^ 
holders  were  either  put  to  a  great  expense 
as  to  the  certificate  ef  the  redemption  of 
their  land,  or  were  prevented  altogether 
from  exercising  their  elective  rights. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  be  could  not 
approve  of  the  present  bill.  As  the  law 
now  stood,  where  the  land  tax  was  re- 
deemed, the  freeholder  might,  at  an  ex- 
pense quite  trifling,  obtain  a  certificate 
which  would  serve  his  purpose.  He 
therefore  could  not  suppose  that  the  free- 
holders of  the  kingdom  thought  so  tightly 
of  the  privilege  of  voting,  as  to  h>6e  that 
right  by  neglecting  the  means  necessary 
for  its  exercise.  He  admitted  that  the 
present  law  of  registration  was  very  de- 
fective, and  he  would  heartily  concur  iti 
any  measure  for  its  complete  amendment 
in  this  respect,  but  he  could  not  approve 
of  the  present  bill. 

Sir  5.  RomiUy  strongly  supported  the 
bill.  If  the  measure  itself  was  good,  the 
general  election  being  near  surely  could 
not  i  be  considered  by  the  House  as  any 
conclusive  argument  against  it. 

Lord  Lowther  opposed  the  bill,  as 
being  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Long  stated,  that  by  the  act  of 
queen  Anne,  no  person  could  be  entitled  to 
vote  if  he  had  not  been  assessed  six  months 
before  the  time  of  election,  which  bad 
proved  a  most  useful  check  against  frau- 
dulent votes.  The  land  tax  redemption 
act  bad  no  doubt  added  to  the  difficulty 
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of  asoertttniog  the  real  voters ;  but  the 
existing  law  was  not  to  be  abrogated 
without  a  substitute  being  provided  in 
lieu  of  it,  as  otherwise  mucii  confusion 
would  inevitably  ensue. 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  the  great 
objection  to  the  present  state  of  things 
was,  that  the  lavir  nad  become  wholly  in- 
applicable, in  consequence  of  the  redempr 
tion  of  the  land  tax.  Under  the  present 
•ysteoif  a  wide  door  had  been  opened  for 
peijuryi  as  an  individual  who  would  not 
scruple  to  commit  that  crime,  might  easily 
swear  that  his  freehold  lay  in  a  district 
where  the  land  tax  had  been  redeemed. 
A  door  was  opened  to  abuses  of  various 
descriptions,  as  a  candidate  who  had  the 
command  of  money,  and  chose  to  expend 
it  in  that  way,  might  make  as  good  votes 
at  the  expense  of  SL  per  man,  the  very 
^ay  before  the  commencement  of  the  poll, 
as  if  they  had  been  a  whole  year  upon 
the  books.  At  present  t^ere  was  no  sys- 
tem of  equal  registration.  The  case  of 
Ireland  was  not  applicable  to  England. 
He  marvelled  much  at  the  anxiety  that 
bad  all  of  a  sudden  appeared  upon  this 
subject.  Last  session  no  objection  had 
been  made  to  a  similar  measure  intro- 
duced by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Wynn), 
which  involved  more  changes  than  the 

g resent  bill,  and  which  had  been  carried 
y  acclamation;  insomuch  so,  that  a 
delay  of  only  three  days,  which  he  ( Mr. 
B.)  had  moved  for,  was  completely  scout- 
ed by  the  House,  yet  upon  the  present 
occasion  the  cry  of  innovation  had  been 
raised  against  the  bill.  He  should  vote 
for  the  House  going  into  the  committee. 

Mr.  Batkursi  expressed  his  hostilitv  to 
the  bill.  The  present  register  was  indeed 
defective,  but  it  was  better  than  none  at 
all.  The  measure  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  went  to  destroy  the 
existing  system  without  substituting  any 
thing  better  in  its  place. 

Sir  /r.  Guise  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
till. 

Sir  C  Manck  conceived  the  measure 
to  be  a  most  salutary  one. 

Mr.  Nevomau  spoke,  also  in  favour  of 
the  measure. 

The  House  divided: 
For  ^ing  into  the  Committee   ...  51* 
Against  it 90 

Majority  againt  the  bill    .....  —36 

Da.  BuBKST*s  LiBBART.]  The  House 
bavine  resolved  itself  into  a  Comaiittee  of 
Supply, 


Mr.  Bankes  rose  to  move  the  resolution 
for  the  purchase  ot  the  late  Dr.  Burney's 
Library  to  be  placed  in  the  Britbh  Mu- 
seum. He  acknowledged  the  duty  im- 
posed on  the  House  of  attending  to  eco- 
nomy ;  but  he  by  no  means  thought  that 
the  resources  of  the  country  were  so 
completely  exhausted  as  not  to  admit  of 
their  affording  that  encouragement  to  li- 
terature which  the  acquisition  of  this  va- 
luable library  would  give.  In  times  of 
greater  pressure  similar  votes  had  been 
acceded  to,  that  for  the  purchase  of  the 
£lgin  marbles  for  instance ;  and  be  was 
persuaded  that  there  was  no  hon.  member 
who  had  seen  that  noble  collection  in  the 
place  which  it  then  occupied,  who  did 
not  rejoice  that  the  vote  by  which  it  had 
been  acquired  for  the-  public  had  been 
carried.  The  library  of  the  late  Dr« 
Bumey  was  of  the  most  valuable  descrip' 
tion.  Among  other  things,  it  contained 
the  most  complete  collection  of  Greek  li- 
terature that  had  perhaps  ever  been  in 
the  possession  of  any  individual.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  enlarge  on  the 
expediency  of  not  permitting  such  a  col- 
lection to  be  dissipated— a  collection  which 
it  might  require  many  centuries  again  to 
accumulate.  This  part  of  the  late  Dr. 
Bumey's  library  was  enriched  with  manu- 
script remarks  by  himself,  professor  Por- 
son,  and  other  eminent  scholars.  Ad- 
verting to  the  sum  which  the  committee, 
to  whom  the  consideration  pf  the  subject 
had  been  referred,  recommended  to  be 
given  for  this  library,  he  observed,  tliat  on 
the  best  inquiry,  it  appeared  to  be  a  price 
reasonable  and  fair  on  the  part  ot  the 
public,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  it  was 
one  with  which  Dr.  Bumey's  executors 
were  quite  satisfied.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  committee  would  agree  to 
the  resolution  which  be  would  move, 
namely,  <'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
13,500/L  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  to 
enable  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum to  purchase  the  Library  and  Collec- 
tion of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Bumey,  and 
that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  with- 
out any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatso- 
ever.** 

Mr.  Curtoen  felt  it  his  duty,  however 
odious  and  unpopular  the  performance  of 
it  might  appear,  to  oppose  the  present 
motion.  He  entertained  no  doubt  of  the 
value  of  the  collection  ;  but  it  was  of  a 
nature  to  gratify  individual  curiosity  ra- 
ther than  to  promote  any  object  of  public 
utility.    AUttsioB  had  been  made  to  the 
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purchase  of  the  Elgin  marbles,  an  apifli- 
cation  i^  public  money  which  he  haa  re- 
•isted  at  the  time,  but  which  formed  in 
his  opinien  a  different  case.  They  con- 
MSted  of  extraordinary  productions  re- 
commended by  their  great  antiquity, 
brought  liere  at  a  great  expense,  and  con- 
stituting «  noble  study  for  the  artists  of 
this  country.  In  the  state  in  whidi  our 
finances  now  were,  and  when  it  was  found 
impossible  to  make  good  the  public  en- 
gagements, he  could  not  consent  to  spend 
a  «ingle  shilling  upon  any  object  of  in- 
dulgence or  curiosity,  however  liberal. 
It  was  not  pleasant  to  him  to  make  these 
remarks,  but  he  considered  them  to  be 
due  upon  every  principle  of  justice  to  the 
public  creditor. 

Mr.  F.  Dovglas  contended,  that  this  was 
net  ao  absolute  ^nt  of  13,500^.  because 
there  were  duplicate  volumes  in  the  li- 
brary, which  would  of  course  be  sold,  and 
which  would  produce  not  less  than  8,000/. 
In  the  mean  while  the  usual  allowance  of 
parliament  to  this  mstitution  would  be 
withheld  until  the  remuning  10,5002. 
should  be  repaid  to  the  country.  The 
country  would  thus  be  possessed  of  a  li- 
brary of  which  it  might  justly  be  proud, 
containing  at  least  double  the  amount  of 
classic  authorities  for  reference  than  were 
to  be  found  in  any  other  public  library. 
The  object,  too,  of  their  collection  would 
be  defeated,  and  w^ould  no  loneer  be  a 
national  object,  if  tiiey  were  alk>wed  to 
be  sold  by  auction,  and  were  thus  scat- 
tered through  the  hands  of  individuals. 
Two  of  the  works  in  this  -collection  were 
objects  of  extreme  rarity,  and  the  whole 
library  had  the  advantage  of  being  ar- 
ranged, and  even  annotated  upon,  by  one 
of  the  best  Greek  scholars  in  the  world, 
who  had  made  those  remarks  and  annota- 
tions expressly  with  a  view  to  publication ; 
in  which  view  he  had  been,  unhappily  for 
^e  world,  defeated  by  the  visitation  of 
Heaven.  These  annotations  would  be 
thus  placed  at  the  service  of  the  public 
and  of  scholars,  who  might  render  them 
of  general  benefit  to  th^  country.  At- 
tached as  he  was  to  classic  learning,  he 
could  not  help  thinking  these  stores  of 
Jcnowledge,  of  as  much  importance  as  the 
acquisition  of  that  which  cost  the  country 
44,000/.,  and  stood  upon  very  difierent 
pounds.  The  collection  also  contained 
•complete. sets  of  newspapers  from  the  ear- 
liest publication  of  any  tmng  in  that  shape; 
«nd  as  these  were  not  only  records  of 
4he  timesy  but  histories  of  the  progress  of 
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our  constitutional  freedom,  be  most  sin- 
cerely hoped  the  House  would  feel  a 
warm  interest,  as  friends  of  freedom,  in 
preserving  4hera  entire.  * 

General  Thornton  said,  he  should  have 
concurred  in  the  vote  with  the  more 
pleasure,  if  the  facilities  of  admission  to 
the  British  Museum  had  been  greater.  It 
was  now  necessary,  that  a  person,  to  ob- 
tain admission,  should  apply  to  a  trustee, 
and  as  these  trustees  were  men  of  high 
rank,  this  threw  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
unknown  scholars.  He  understood,  too, 
that  the  Museum  sold  its  duplicates.  How 
was  the  money  so  obtained  disposed  of? 

Mr.  Long  said,  he  should  be  sorry  that 
any  such  impression  should  go  abroad  as 
that  the  British  Museum  was  difficult  of 
access  to  the  public.  It  was  at  present 
sufficienUy  open  to  those  who  wished  to 
visit  it,  and  he  should  not  wish  to  see  it 
more  so.  In  Paris,  where  the  library  was 
open  to  all  classes  without  distinction  or 
check  great  depredations  were  com- 
mitted. He  hopad  no  such  system  would 
be  adopted  here.  As  to  the  purchase  of 
the  library  of  Dr.  Bumey,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion it  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  n^- 
lected,  as  it  was  probable  such  another 
opportunity  would  not  again  be  afforded 
of  adding  to  the  library  of  the  British 
Museum.  Even  if  the  sum  proposed  were 
much  larger,  he  would  vote  in  favour  of 
it,  as  he  conceived  it  was  of  more  advan- 
tage to  lay  out  a  large  sum  on  such  a  col- 
lection, than  to  give  an  annual  grant  of  a 
less  sum. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  he  should  not  aUude 
to  the  question  of  economy;  but  be 
doubted  whether  a  case  was  made  out  for 
the  interference  of  the  state.  The  cases 
in  which  the  state  should  interfere  to  make 
purchases  of  the  kind  now  proposed,  should 
be  when  the  things  to  be  purchased  were 
at  once  of  extreme  rarity  and  extreme 
utility.  In  the  case  of  the  Elgin  marbles 
it  had  been  alleged  that  the  possession  of 
those  rare  examples  would  inspire  our 
sculptors  with  the  genius  of  Grecian  art. 
Public  utility  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
indispensable  ana  only  object  on  sudi  an 
occasion.  Could  that  be  said  to  be  the 
character  of  the  collection  which  die 
House  was  now  called  upon  to  purchase 
for  the  country  ?  It  consisted  chiefly  of 
curious  manuscript  copies  ci  Greek  plays, 
with  the  annotations  of  learned  critics. 
This  might  form  a  fair  subject  for  the  ad- 
miration and  study  of  virtuosi  but  pre- 
sented no  additional  source  of  improve* 
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tnent  to  the  «rU»  to  national  history,  or  to 
luefttl  science,  fie  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  state  should  interfere  to  take  the 
cultivation  of  this  branch  of  learning  from 
the  patronage  of  indifiduals,  or  rescue  it 
from  that obltvion  intowhich  itmight  other- 
wisefall.  He  understood  that  the  collection 
contained  no  one  new  Greek  tragedy; 
and  how  could  the  public  be  interested  in 
the  solution  of  obscure  passages,  or  in 
contradictory  comments  on  an  antiquated 
usage  ?  If  It  could  be  shown  that  there 
was  in  it  any  work  which  might  impart 
new  light  to  the  truths  of  philosophy,  any 
addition  to  the  present  stock  of  historical 
knowledge,  or  even  a  single  fragment  of 
ancient  oratory,  he  would  cheernilly  vote 
for  the  motion.  As  it  was,  although  he 
was  fully  disposed  to  admire  and  even  re- 
verence those  who  excelled  in  these 
liberal  pursuits,  he  considered  that  the 
promotion  of  them  ought  to  be  lefk  to 
mdividuals. 

Sir  Jamet  Maekmtoih  said,  that  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  that  re* 
commended  the  vote  which  had  produced 
the  present  discussion,  and  felt  therefore 
aufficiently  disposed  to  vindicate  them  in 
the  course  thev  had  pursued.  He  should 
not,  however,  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
eay  any  thing  in  support  of  the  question, 
after  the  just  and  forcible  observations 
of  his  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  F. 
Douglas),  did  he  not  think  it  incumbent 
on  him  to  enter  his  protest  against  all  that  i 
had  lust  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  the  representative  of  the  city 
of  Oxford,  fa  laugh.]  He  could  not  avoid 
expressing  his  decided  disapprobation  of 
every  one  of  those  reflections  which  had 
been  cast  upon  that  sort  of  literature  that 
had  hitherto  formed  the  basis  of  educa- 
tion, not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  every 
nation  of  Europe.  Had  not  those  work^ 
which  were  now  described  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  as  the  objects  of 
an  idle  curiosity,  been  the  earliest  study, 
the  constant  exercise,  the  ftvourite  models 
of  the  most  eminent  and  accomplished  of 
mankmd  ?  Did  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman really  believe  that  philological 
knowledge,  that  the  nice  discrimination 
of  the  sense  of  words,  which  to  the  igno- 
rant or  superficial  observer  exlubited  no 
shade  of  diflerenee,  could  communicate  no 
advantage  bcjsnd  the  powers  of  verbal 
criticism?  If  such  was  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  opinion,  it  was  an  opi- 
nion fatal  to  the  whole  established  system 
of  education;  the  fundamental  principle 


of  which  was,  that  it  led  indirectly  and 
insensibly  to  an  acquaintance  with  moral, 
hbtoricai,   and    political  truth.    It  had 
been  found  by  long,  by  universal  experi- 
ence, to  be  the  happiest  means  of  familia- 
rising the  minds  of  youth  to  useful  know- 
ledge, and  of  breathing  into  them  those 
•generous  and  sacred   sentiments  whidi 
bind  up  the  greatness  of  individuals  with 
the  glory  or  a  nation.    He   should   be 
sorry  to  see  any  branch  of  Imowledge  un* 
dervalued;  but  inasmadi  as  this  branch 
involved  the  dements  of  our  morals  and 
our  taste,  it  was  of  more  extensive  impor* 
tanoe  than  any  pursuit  of  what  was  coip- 
monly  called  science.    It  was  top  much 
to  hear  the  chai^^e  of  wastefbl  expendi- 
ture directed  affamst  such  a  purpose,  in  a 
country  which  had  more  successfully  ap- 
plied the  fruiu  of  learning  md  science  to 
the  business  of  life  than  any  other  ;^the 
country  in  which  a  Watt  had,  by  the  per- 
severing application  of  a  single  prinaple, 
surpassed  evenr  other  individud  m  the  de- 
greein  which  he  had  added  to  the  wealth 
and  resources  of  the  stete :— in  which  a 
Davy,  amonff  the  brilliant  series  of  his  dis- 
coveries, had  at  length  invented  the  meana 
of  saving  annually  a  number  of  human 
lives,    ^rely  this  was  not  the  nation  in 
which  it  should  be  said,  that  knowledge 
and  science  were  articles  of  luxury,  mat- 
ters  intended  for  the  indulgence  of  the 
opulent  only.    It  must  have  oeen  a  hasty 
consideration  of  the  subject  that  had  in- 
duced the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to 
make  a  degrading  exception  of  classiad 
literature ;  and  he  was  still  more  surprised 
that  it  should  be  distiuffuished  from  works 
of  design,  as  having  less  claims  on  the 
patronage  of  the  state.    He  admired  the 
£lgin  nutrbles  vrith  as  much  fervour  as  his 
knowledge  of  the  art  enabled  him  to  feel ; 
but    why  were  the  remains  of  ancient 
sculptura  to  survive  the  productions  of 
ancient  orators  and  poeta?— Why  was  the 
stetuary  who  restored  the  one,  to  take  a 
higher   seat  in  public  fkvour  than  the 
Bentleys  or  the  Persons  iriio  illustrated 
the  other  i    The  present  system  of  edu- 
cation could  not  be  properly  judged  of 
without  a  reference  to  its  general  opera- 
tion on  the  minds  and  menus  of  society, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  wera  most  favourably 
influenced  by  that  feeling  of  enthusiasm 
for  ancient  writers,  and  even  the  disposi- 
tion to  exaggerate  their  merit,  which  it 
tended  to  inspire.    He  had  only  to  add, 
that  the  literary  honour  of  the  country 
was  an  object  of  ao  inconsidecaMe  magm- 
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tude  in  his  eyes :  and  that,  with  regard  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  euardians  of  our  national  repository 
on  tne  admission  of  strangers,  he  had  rea- 
son to  believe  they  were  framed  and 
applied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford 
every  facility  to  studious  men,  with  as  free 
an  access  to  the  public  in  general  as  was 
practically  consistent  with  the  objects  of 
the  institution.  [Loud  cries  of  Hear, 
hear  I] 
The  Readution  was  then  agreed  to* 

.  Conviction  of  Offenders  Reward 
BiLi«.]  On  the  motion  for  the  re-com- 
mittal of  this  bill, 

.  Sir'C.  BurreU  said,  he  must  object  to 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  as  he 
considered  the  measure  to  be  injurious  to 
the  country,  by  defeating  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice* As  a  magistrate,  he  was  persuaded 
tiiat  the  present  system  had  stimulated  the 
officers  of  police  to  exertions  of  every 
kind ;  but,  disapprovmg  generally  of  the 
proposed  measure,  he,  nevertheless,  still 
coincided  with  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
fiicilitated  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
prosecutors. 

Mr.  Bennet  observed,  that  this  bill 
provided  that  persons  engaged  in  appre- 
nending  and  bringing  felons  to  justice 
should  be  duly  rewarded;  and  Uicrefore 
there  was  no  ground  for  the  objection  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  who  was  no  doubt  as 
anxious  as  any  one  concerned  in  framing 
the  bill,  that  the  system  of  rewards  should 
not  be  such  as  to  induce  persons  to  get 
up  crimes  and  instigate  criminals,  merely 
with  a  view  to  their  own  profit.  It  was 
solely  with  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this 
mbcnievous  system  that  the  present  bill 
was  brought  forward. 

Mr.  iV.  Calvert  objected   to  the  bill, 

because  it  would  excessively  overload  the 

county  rates,  already  so  hiebly  burthened. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into 

the  committee, 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  wished 
to  propose  one  or  two  amendments  to  the 
bill.  What  he  should  suggest  would  be 
not  certainly  to  abolish  the  reward  or 
rewards  due  upon  the  trial  and  conviction 
of  an  offender,  but  simply  that  it  should 
henceforth  be  lefl  to  the  discretion  of  the 
judge  or  justices  of  assize  toapportion  such 
compensstion  as  might  appear  fit,  or  even 
to  refuse  it  altogeUier  m  the  same  case. 
When  men  bad  no  looser  a  right  to  claim 
the  rewards,  they  would  have  no  tempta- 
tion to  conspiracy;  and,  on  the  ottier 


band,  there  would  remain  a  due  encoor^ 
agement  to  those  who  exerted  themselves 
with  honesty  for  the  apprehension  and 
conviction  of  ofienders.  He  still  con- 
tended for  allowing  the  fe^  of  5s.  to  the 
clerks  of  assize,  for  making  out  the  judge's 
certificate,  on  conviction  of  the  offender, 
but  with  the  provision,  that  if  any  clerk 
should  demand  a  fee  beyond  the  5#.  he 
should  tlien  be  liable  to  a  prosecution  for 
the  same.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man concluded  by  proposing  his  amend- 
ment with  respect  to  the  payment  of 
rewards  on  conviction  by  the  judges  or 
justices,  and  also  that  respecting  the  fee 
of5f. 

Sir  S.  RomiUy  objected  to  this  clause 
altogether,  as  by  no  means  calculated  to 
prevent  the  repetition  of  those  crimes  at 
which  humanity  shuddered.  The  present 
law,  he  observed,  gave  a  reward  of  iOL  to 
the  informers  on  the  conviction  of  an  of- 
I  fender,  to  be  divided  among  those  con- 
cerned in  the  prosecution  according  to 
the  discretion  ot  the  judge  presiding  at  the 
trial.  His  hon.  friend  in  this  bill,  proposed 
to  take  away  this  reward  altogether,  leaving 
a  discretionary  power  to  the  judge  to  grant 
the  prosecutor  the  expenses  attending 
the  proceeding ;  but  the  clause  proposed 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  stul  left 
the  reward,  only  giving  the  judge  a  dis- 
cretion to  withhold  it  or  to  apply  it,  as  it 
might  seem  proper.  There  was,*  however, 
this  great  objection  to  the  clause,  namely, 
that  it  required  the  conviction  of  the  pri- 
soner before  any  reward  could  be  given. 

The  Solicitor  General  here  interrupted 
sir  Samuel,  saving,  that  although  such 
appeared  on  the  face  of  the  clause,  aa 
given  in  b^  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
yet  it  was  mtended  to  give  the  judge  the 
power  of  awarding  compensations  in  case 
of  acquittal,  as  well  as  conviction. 

Sir  S.  RomUlVf  in  continuation,  said, 
that  this  certainty  altered  the  case  consi- 
derably. Still,  however,  he  had  strong 
objections  to  the  clause,  which,  by  suffer- 
ing the  reward  to  exist,  only  required  the 
informers  to  make  out  such  a  case  as 
would  deceive  the  judge  as  well  as  the 
jury,  and  induce  him  to  grant  a  certificate. 
He  commented  upon  the  rapacity  of  police 
officers,  not  only  in  London,  but  also  in 
other  great  towns,  and  stated,  that  in  Bir- 
mingham a  case  had  latdy  occurred,  where- 
in police  officers  had  earned  120/.  by  the 
conviction  of  three  bo^s.  Rewards  had 
the  necessary  effect  or  warping  the  evi- 
dence, and  of  inducing  informers  to  give  a 
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colour  to  their  testimony»  calculated  to 
achieve  their  object  in  the  conviction  of 
the  prisoner.  The  Bystem,  besides  induc- 
ing persons  to  conspire  against  the  lives 
of  innocent  individuals,  created  in  wit- 
nesses an  eagerness  for  the  conviction  of 
the  prisoners,  quite  revolting.  The  near- 
est relatives  were  seen  not  unfrequently 
Eerjuring  themselves  to  obtain  the  reward 
y  the  death  of  their  kinsfolk,  and  he  had 
himself  known  a  case  where  a  father  had 
evinced  the  most  shocking  anxiety  for  the 
conviction  of  his  own  son.  There  was 
another  dreadful  evil  attending  this  sys- 
tem, that  police  officers  in  the  metropolis 
and  other  large  towns,  were  anxious  to 
support  nurseries  of  crimes,  in  hopes  that 
those  poor  creatures  entrapped  by  them- 
selves might  eventually  become  profitable 
to  them.  He  would  then  ask,  in  what  re- 
spect the  clause  proposed  by  his  hon;  and 
learned  friend  would  prevent  those  evils. 
If  a  reward  was  given  to  those  who  appre- 
hend and  prosecute  criminals,  as  well  in 
case  of  acquittal  as  conviction,  all  persons 
BO  engaged  would  exert  themselves  to  ob- 
tain the  highest.  Alluding  to  the  pardons 
lately  granted  to  Brock,  Pelham,  and 
Power,  he  observed,  that  those  persons 
had  been  improperly  prosecuted,  and  were 
convicted  of  crimes  of  which  they  had  not 
been  guilty.  Pardons  were,  therefore, 
very  properly  extended  towards  them. 
The  public,  however,  not  being  aware  of 
the  circumstances />f  the  case,  were  out- 
raged at  the  idea  that  pardons  had  been 
granted  to  those  who  were  least  deserving 
of  mercy.  This  arose  from  the  practice 
of  taking  special  verdicts  in  such  cases*- 
a  practice  which  he  thought  might  be  with 
great  propriety  put  an  end  to. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  that  every 
man  must  be  averse  to  any  system  whicn 
would  tend  to  create  or  encourage  crime ; 
but  the  amendment  of  his  hon  and  learned 
friend  went  not  to  a  fixed  reward ;  that 
was,  a  reward,  upon  a  share  of  which 
every  person  prosecuting  could  calculate. 
It  was  true,  Uiere  was  a  reward  lef^,  but 
it  was  left  uncertain  to  the  parties  and 
wholly  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges,  who 
might  give  it  in  such  proportion  as  they 
thought  fit  or  might  withhold  it  altoge- 
ther. There  was,  besides,  another  very  de- 
sirable thing  which  would  be  accomplished 
by  ity  namely,  that  the  reward  was  not 
to  depend  on  conviction,  but  to  be  given 
only  m  cases  where  the  parties  seemed, 
by  their  conduct,  to  deserve  it. 
Sir  Jama  Mackintosh  conceivedi  that 


if  the  amendment  were  carried,  there 
would  scarcely  be  any  remedy  to  the  law 
as  it  at  present  stood.  The  bill,  he  con- 
tended, went  much  more  efiectnally  to 
prevent  the  giving  false  evidence  than  the 
amendment,  for  it  did  away  with  the  par«» 
liamentary  reward  which  wis  hitherto  the 
great  temptation  to  those  acandaloua 
scenes  the  country  had  so  often  witnessed* 
It  would  be  impossible,  while  the  parlia-* 
mentary  reward  was  continuedy  to  erase 
from  the  minds  of  o^rtain  prosecutors^ 
against  whom  the  bill  intended  to  guard, 
the  belief  that  the^  were  to  be  paid  for 
conviction.  But  if  the  discretion  of  the 
judges  were  left  to  point  out  the  amount 
of  Uie  reward,  then,  indeed,  a  roost  ef- 
fectual check  would  be  put  to  the  base 
desire  of  conviction  from  the  hope  of 
gain.  False  accusation  had  of  late  be- 
come a  most  flourishing,  though  an  ac- 
cursed trade,  and  it  was  necessary  to  do 
the  utmost  to  put  an  end  to  it*  xhe  de* 
sign  of  the  other  side  by  this  proposi- 
tion seemed  to  be  to  appropriate  to  toem- 
selves  the  whole  merit  of  the  bill  without 
the  accomplishment  of  that  object  which 
was  most  desirable. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley  said,  that  the  ob- 
jection between  tlie  gentlemen  at  each 
side  of  the  House  was  in  some  degree 
confined  to  a  matter  of  form,  except  ia 
dne  point,  namely,  the  limitation  of  re- 
munerating persons  eneaged  in  the  prose- 
cution of  criminals,  which  he  thought  waa 
an  object  of  very  considerable  advantage* 
He  entered  his  protest  against  the  broad 
assertion  made  by  an  hon.  member,  that 
the  system  of  granting  rewards  had  been 
productive  of  great  confusion  throughout 
the  country.  He  had  been  eng^aged  for 
fourteen  years  on  the  Midland  circuit,  and 
had  never  known  a  single  instance  to  jua- 
tify  such  a  statement. 

Sir.  S.  RomiUy  said,  that  a  very  consi- 
derable difierence  existed  between  the 
bill  and  the  clause  proposed  by  the  attor- 
ney-general ;  for  that  clause  permitted  the 
statutory  rewards  still  to  continue.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  might  think  a  sufficient  proof 
of  abuse  arising  out  of  the  system  of  re* 
wards ;  but,  to  his  own  mind,  the  con- 
viction of  five  innocent  men,  which  had 
happened  not  long  since,  offered  a  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  necessity  for  introduc- 
ing some  alteration  in  the  existing  system. 

After  some  farther  conversation  the 
Amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  resumed. 
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Steam  Boats  Bili..]  Mr.  Harvey 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House 
resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Steam  Boats  Bill. 

Mr.  Finlay  objected  to  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair,  and  condemned  the 
spirit  which  had  lately  appeared,  and  of 
whidi  this  was  a  part,  for  legislating  on 
matters  that  it  were  better  to  leave  to  the 
guidance  of  the  parties  concerned.  The 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  throw  the  ma- 
nagement of  steam  boats  into  the  hands 
of  certain  inspectors,  and  by  this  means, 
as  he  thought  most  unwisely,  to  throw  off 
the  responsibility  of  carefully  attending  to 
the  steam-engine  from  the  parties  really 
interested  in  seeing  them  work  with  safety 
and  effect ;  and  all  this  because  some  acci- 
dents had  occurred  in  high  pressure  en- 
gines. No  such  accidents  were  ever  known, 
or  likely  to  happen  in  those  of  low  pres- 
sure, which  were  in  general  use*  He 
thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  legisla- 
ting on  this  subject,  and  that  it  was  much 
better  to  leave  the  regulations  in  the  hands 
of  the  proprietors,  who  were  of  course 
most  interested  in  seeing  every  thing  go  on 
right.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  he  would 
propose  as  an  amendment  to  this  motion^ 
*<  That  the  bill  be  committed  on  that  day 
three  months." 

Mr.  Harvey  said,  that  this  bill  was 
brought  in  by  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  before  whom  satisfactory 
evidence  was  given  of  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  legblative  enactment,  by 
which  the  recurrence  of  those  fatal  acci* 
dents  that  had  taken  place  would  be 
avoided.  The  object  of  the  bill  would  be 
to  have  the  boilers  and  safety  valves  so 
constructed  and  placed,  as  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  accident  by  any  neglect  of 
the  men  appointed  to  look  after  them; 
and  also  to  appoint  inspectors,  who  should 
see  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  were 
complied  with,  and  give  a  certificate  to 
that  effect,  before  any  boat  should  be 
allowed  to  sail. 

Mr.  Finlay  said,  he  would  not  press  his 
amendment  at  that  moment ;  but  would 
reserve  his  opposition  until  a  future  stage 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  committed. 

Breach  of  Privilege.  —  Motion 
FOR  the  Discharge  of  Thomas  Fer- 

§ 


Breach  of  PrhUq;^^ 


[SIS 


ousov.]    Shr  JP.  BurdeU  stated,  that  it 
was  bis  intention  that  evening  to  more 
that  Thomas  Ferguson,  who  had  latelv 
been  committed  to  Newsate  for  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  that  House,  shouki  be 
discharged;  but  as  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  was  implicated  in  the  grounds  on 
which  he  should  found  his  motion,  he  was 
unwilling  to  bring  the  subject  forward  ia 
the  noble  lord's  aosence ;  which  he  should 
nevertheless  be  compelled  to  do,  unless 
any  of  the  noble  lora's  friends  couMl  say 
that  they  expected  him  in  the  House. 

The  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
fessed himsdf  unable  positively  to  answer 
for  his  noble  friend's  appearance,  although 
he  believed  it  was  his  intention  to  come 
down  to  the  House. 

In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  lord  Castle* 
reagh  entered  the  House,  when 

Sir.  F,  Burdett  again  rose.  He  said, 
he  had  deferred  addressing  the  chair  until 
the  noble  lord's  appearance  in  the  House» 
as  the  noble  lord  was  in  some  degree  im- 
plicated in  the  grounds  of  the  motion 
which  he  wss  about  to  make — namely,  to 
discharge  Thomas  Ferguson,  who  had 
been  committed  to  Newgate  by  order  of 
the  House,  for  having  attempted  to  in* 
fluence  the  vote  of  some  person  at  the 
ensuing  election.  It  was  impossible  for 
him  not  to  feel  the  gross  injustice  of  this 
proceeding,  when  he  called  to  mind  the 
conduct  pursued  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, under  similar  circumstances,  in 
that  more  flagrant  case  in  which  the  noble 
lord  opposite  had  some  years  ago  been 
implicated.  It  was  indispensable  to  jus* 
tice,  that  criminals,  whether  of  high  or 
low  rank,  should  be  treated  with  the  ut> 
most  impartiality.  If  that  had  been  so 
in  the  present  instance-^if  justice  had 
been  dealt  with  an  eoual  hand  to  the  noble 
lord  and  to  this  Mr.  Ferguson,  he  should 
have  had  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject, 
for  he  understood  that  the  latter  had  cer^ 
tainly  committed  that  which  the  House 
was  accustomed  to  call  a  grievous  offence 
against  its  privileges.  When  he  consi- 
dered that  the  noble  opposite  had,  on  the 
occasion  which  he  alluded  to,  been  charged 
with  having  done  all  in  his  power  to  obtain 
for  an  individual  a  seat  in  that  House,  by 
a  mode  of  corruption  the  most  objection- 
able ;  when  he  considered  that  n>r  that 
purpose  the  noble  lord  offered  to  barter 
the  patronage  which  he  possessed ;  when 
he  ponsidered  that  it  was  at  that  time  the 

Seoul iar  duty  of  the  noble  lord,  as  presi- 
ent  of  the  beard  of  control,  to  prevent 
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any  comipt  use  of  India  patronage,  when 
he  considered  that  the  person  in  whose 
favour  the  noble  lord  made  the  attempt 
was  .  himself  a  member  of  the  board  of 
control;  when  he  considered,  that  in 
order  to  effect  the  noble  lord's  object,  it 
became  necessary  to  induce  another  vio- 
lation of  duty,  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  East  India  company,  who, 
if  he  did  not  take  an  oath,  at  least  made  a 
solemn  asseveration  that  he  would  not 
convert  his  patronage  into  the  means  of 
facilitating  purposes,  such  as  that  in  ques- 
tion ;  when  lie  considered  that  the  author 
of  all  these  circumstances,  culpable  as  he 
would  be  in  any  condition,  was  infinitely 
more  so  when  found  in  the  station  of  a 
minister,— the  whole  formed  a  mass  of  ag- 

Savation,  giving  to  the  act  a  character  of 
e  most  pernicious  tendency.  In  a  moral 
point  of  view  he  was  willing  to  admit  that 
at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  which  he 
had  described,  he  did  not  think  that  it 
oueht  to  be  very  heavily  visited  with  pu- 
nishment ;  for  the  noble  lord  had  simply 
acted  under  the  system  which  untor- 
tunately  had  long  prevailed  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  existence  of  which  was  ge- 
nerally acknowledged ;  but  looking  at  it 
in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  he  re- 
peated, that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  one 
of  the  most  aggravated  cases  of  guilt  that 
his  imagination  could  form.  It  pleased 
the  House  of  Commons,  however,  not- 
withstanding the  truth  of  the  alleged  facts 
was  admitted  by  the  noble  lord,  to  come 
to  a  resolution,  that  as  the  proceeding  had 
only  commenced,  and  was  not  brought  to  a 
conclusion,  that  although  (still  keeping  up 
the  old  pretence)  they  ought  to  be  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  their  character  for  purity 
and  independence,  they  did  not  thioK  they 
were  called  upon  to,  adopt  any  definite  pro- 
ceeding with  reference  to  the  noble  lord. 
But  let  that  case  of  the  noble  lord's  be  com- 
pared with  Uie  case  of  Ferguson.  The 
latter  had  attempted  to  do— what  ?  That 
which  did  not  comprehend  a  tenth,  nay, 
not  a  hundredth  part  of  the  offence  of  the 
noble  lord.  The  noble  lord  had  been  a 
dealer  in  that  kind  of  traffic  by  whole- 
sale ;  he  was  for  purchasing  a  seat*  Mr. 
Ferguson's  object  was  only  to  influence 
an  individual  m  the  vote  which  he  should 
give  at  an  election.  In  the  first  place  this 
was  a  mtntmttffi  of  ffuilt.  To  influence  a 
vote  could  not  be  placed  in  the  same  scale 
of  offences  as  to  procure,  by  undue 
means,  a  seat  in  that  Jlouse.  Besides, 
in  the  case  of  Ferguson  there  was  no 
(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


scandalous  abuse  of  patronage.  In  the 
case  of  Ferguson  too,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  noble  lord,  the  proceeding  had  but 
just  commenced.  It  was  in  embryo— so 
much  in  embryo,  that  there  was  every 
probability  it  would  never  have  been  fol- 
lowed up  by  any  actual  step.  So  that 
all  which  applied  in  extenuation  of  the 
case  of  the  noble  lord,  was  applicable  in 
a  tenfold  degree  to  the  case  of  Ferguson^ 
who  had,  nevertheless,  been  severdy  pu- 
nished, by  beinff  taken  away  from  hia 
countnr  and  famuy,  and  shut  up  in  New- 
gate, for  an  offence  ten  times  less  than 
that  after  the  commission  of  which  the 
noble  lord  got  off  without  censure— an 
offence,  too,  still  more  incomplete  than 
that  of  the  noble  lord,  as  the  transaction 
had  barely  commenced.  He  should  be 
glad  to  know  the  justice,  the  reason,  or 
the  common  sense,  of  the  distinction 
which  induced  the  House  to  send  one  in- 
dividual to  gaol  for  a  trifling  offence,  and 
to  let  another  escape  without  animadver- 
sion for  a  transaction  infinitely  more  cri- 
minal. But  there  was  a  still  stronger  case 
to  which  he  was  desirous  of  recalling  the 
attention  of  the  House.  Some  time  after 
the  occurrence  which  he  had  just  des- 
cribed, the  noble  lord,  and  a  late  right 
hon.  gentleman,  then  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Perceval),  were  charged  with  partici- 
pating in  a  transaction  of  still  deeper  guilt 
—namely,  with  conniving  at  the  procur- 
ing of  money  for  a  seat  in  that  HousOf 
which  money  was  paid  to  the  agent  of  the 
Treasui^,  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley,  not  to 
be  put  into  his  pocket,  but  to  be  added 
to  a  corruption  fund  devoted  to  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  future  elections  for 
the  purposes  of  government.  This  waa 
unouestionably  a  most  gross  proceeding  ; 
ana  as  far  as  iniquity  coula  be  said  to 
attach  to  the  practice  of  bartering  seats 
in  that  House,  it  was  most  iniquitous. 
But  that  was  not  all.  The  individual  who 
had  paid  his  money  to  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury,  having  so  obtained  a  seat,  when 
he  came  into  the  House  unfortunately  felt 
disposed  to  attend  to  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience.  On  some  important  occasion, 
when  his  conscience  would  not  allow  him 
to  vote  with  ministers,  it  was  intimated 
to  him  that  he  must  either  resign  his  seat, 
or  vote  against  his  conscience.  To  minis- 
ters it  was  indifferent  which  part  of  the 
alternative  the  individual  in^  question 
adopted ;  to  the  hon.  member  it  was  not 
so,  and  be  gave  up  his  seat.  Here,  then, 
there  was  every  possible  circumstance  of 
(2L) 
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aggravation  of  which  the  dime  was  sus- 
ceptible. It  was  the  act  of  a  minister  of 
the  Crown.  It  would  have  been  reprehen- 
sible in  any  individual :  but  it  was  a  hun- 
dred times  more  so  in  a  minister  of  the 
Crown.  Here  was  a  corrupt  purchase 
and  sale  for  money  of  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  with  the  agreement  that  the 
conscience  ^nd  understanding  of  the  indi- 
vidual holding  it  were  not  to  be  exercised. 
It  appeared  that  there  were  two  kinds  of 
conscience — that  there  was  not  only  a 
parliamentary  language,  but  a  parliamen- 
tary conscience'— that  an  indiviaual  was  to 
be  expected  to  decide  by  his  private  con- 
science in  one  case,  and  by  his  parliamen- 
tary conscience  in  another.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  purchased  the  seat  in  ques- 
tion, not  being  able  to  reconcile  his  par- 
liamentary conscience  with  his  private 
conscience,  resigned  the  seat  which  he 
had  purchased.  Here  was  a  member, 
purchasing  in  the  most  iniquitous  way 
from  the  Treasury — from  ministers  a  seat 
in  parliament ;  and  having  so  purchased 
it,  he  nevertheless  felt  himself  compelled 
by  his  sense  of  honour  to  give  it  up. 
This  was  no  unfinished  transaction.  It 
was  as  complete  as  an  epic  poem.  It  had 
a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  end.  One 
would  have  thought  that  the  House  was 
placed  by  it  in  such  a  situation,  that  it 
could  adopt  only  one  course  of  proceed- 
ing. But  no :  notwithstanding  what  had 
before  occurred— notwithstanding  the  re- 
solution of  the  House,  that  they  were  not 
bound  to  notice  the  former  proceeding 
(not  a  tenth  part  so  criminal  as  the  latter), 
on  the  ground  merely  of  its  having  been 
incomplete— what  did  they  do  ?  Why,  it 
was  declared  from  all  parts  of  the  House, 
that  the  practice  in  question  was  noto- 
rious. By  one  it  was  said  to  be  as  noto- 
rious as  the  sun  at  noon  day ;  by  another, 
to  be  as  common  as  the  streets  of  the  me- 
tropolis ;  and  by  the  majority,  to  be  so 
universal,  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  visit 
the  noble  lord  and  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man with  punishment  for  having  adopted 
it.  On  that  occasion  he  (sir  F.  Buiwtt) 
certainly  felt  no  great  anxiety  that  those 
persons  should  experience  any  heavy  ven- 
geance well  knowing  how  many  had  been 
fuilty  of  similar  proceedings,  and  well 
Dowing  in  what  way  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  constituted.  But,  with  all  these 
circumstances  staring  them  in  the  face; 
with  the  avowal  of  the  existence  of  the 
practice  made  in  the  House,  at  the  periods 
to  which  he  hnd  alluded ;  witb  the  iUus- 
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tration  of  it  contained  in  the  petition  pre- 
sented four  ^  five  and  twenty  years  ago, 
firora  the  Friends  of  the  People,  complam- 
ing  of  the  abuses  that  took  place  in  the 
composition  of  the  House,  aJleging  that 
a  certain,  and  that  not  a  small   number 
of  the  members  were  nominated  by  peers 
of  the  realm,  and  offering  to  substantiate 
that  allegation  at  the  bar — it  was  too  un« 
just,  and  too  disgusting,  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  when  an  unfortunate  individual 
like  Ferguson  had  merely  done  that  which 
it  was  allowed  had  been  long  a  common 
practice,  to  seize  him  on  pretence  of  main- 
taining that  purity  which,  in  fact,  did  not 
exist,  but  of  which  they  a£fected  to  be  jea- 
lous, and  to  make  him  undergo  a  severe 
punishment,  when  at  the  same  time  over 
ministers,  who  were  detected  in  the  com- 
missinn  of  an  offence  of  infinitely  greater 
enormity,  they  unhesitatingly  threw  the 
shield  of  impunity.    This  robe  of  purity 
the  House  could  one  day  wear,   and  the 
next  throw  off,  just  as  it  suited  their  con- 
yenience ;  though  when  stripped  of  it  no- 
thing was   to  be   seen  underneath  but 
'*  filthy  dowlas.*'    But  was  it  possible  that 
gentlemen  •thought  the  country  so  blind 
and  so  stupid-ndid  they  think  that  all 
sense  of  justice  was  so  completely  extin- 
guished in  it— that  it  could  Iook  at  this 
transaction  without  feeling  indignation  as 
warm  as  that  with  which  be  (air  F.  Bur- 
dett)  yiewed  it?  He  remembered  one  of 
iBsop's  Fables,  in  which  it  was  related, 
that  at  a  certain  time  the  moralitj  among 
the  beasts  of  the  forest  was  so  great,  that» 
attributing  it  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
Gods,  they  assembled  in  much  constema* 
tiontodiscover,  if  possible,  what  crime  they 
had  committed  to  draw  down  upon  them  so 
heayy  a  calamity.    The  lion  of  course  was 
the  mi  to  address  the  meeting,  and  for  bis 
part  disdairoed  any  sansuinary  actby  ^hich 
he  could  have  incurred  the  divine  anger. 
He  was  followed  by  the  wolf,  the  leopwrd, 
and  the  other  beasts  of  pre^,  who  all  de- 
clared themselyes  equally  innocent.    At 
last  came  the  ass,  who,  with  mudi  hesita- 
tion and  shame,  confessed  that  he  had 
once  purloined  a  cabbage ;  npon  which 
the  other  beasts  loudly  and  unanimously 
exclaimed  acainst  him  as  the  obnoxious 
criminal,  and  instantly  tore  him  to  pieces 
as  a  just  sacrifice  to  ofiended  heaven  [a 
laugh  ]  •    Similar  was  the  conduct  pursued 
by  that  House.    But  miserably  deceived 
were  they  if  they  thought  by  such  con- 
duct they  could  retrieve  the  character 
which  they  accused  others  of  endeavour- 
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.   ing  to  run  dowiii  and  which  he  admitted 
was  utterly  lost  and  flone.    By  throwing 
the  broad  shield  iu  imnunity  over  the 
noble  lord  and  the  right  non.  gentleman, 
they  bad  partaken  in  the  offence  a^nst 
the  constitution  of  which  those  individuals 
had  been  guilty.    Well  n^gfat  Ferguson 
6ay»  that  although  he  was  aware  the  laws 
rendered  that  which  he  had  practised  cri- 
minal, yet  that  the  House  of  Conmions, 
b^  their  treatment  of  the  noble  lord  and 
his  collesgue,  had  fdven  a  different  inter- 
pretation to  those  Isws ;  that  they  were 
now  to  be  considered  obsolete ;  inat  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  a  distinct  de- 
cision,  had  declared  tKat    the  practice 
which  those  laws  contemplated  as  uncon- 
atitutional  was  not  so ;  and  that  it  would 
not  call  down  on  those  who  joined  in  it 
the  vengeance  of  parliament.    He  would 
not  take  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
for  the  case  lay  in  a  small  compass ;  but, 
under  the  circumstances  which  he  had 
mentioned,  would  merely  move   **  That 
ThomasFergusonbeforUi with  discharged." 
Lord  CasUereagh  said,  that  he  did  not 
know  any  thing  of  the  case  of  the  indivi- 
dual in  question,  not  having  been  present 
when  the  proceeding  was  taken  by  the 
House,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
privileges,  to  whose   consideration   that 
case  had  been  referred.    It  was  very  evi- 
dent, however,  to  him,  that  the  only  in- 
ject which  the  hon.  baronet  had  in  his 
present  proceeding  was  the  common  one 
with  that  hon.  baronet,  of  endeavouring 
to  find  in  any  part  of  the  transactions  of  that 
House  some  impeachment  of  the  charac- 
ter and  dignity  of  parliament.    He  gene- 
rally observe^  that  whenever  any  incident 
occurred  which  seemed  to  idiow  that  the 
hon.  baronet  did  not  fill  the  space,  which 
in  his  own  opinion,  he  ought  to  occupy  in 
the  pubUc  eye,  he  endoavoured  immedi- 
ately torecover  at  least  a  portion  of  his  lost 
popularity,  and  onUiedaysucceedingsuch 
oiMster,  to  try  to  regam  the  esteem  of  the 
worthy  characters  whose  approbation  he 
oourted,  by  some  proceeding  similar  to 
that  which  he  had  just  originated,  and 
consonant  to  the  feelings  and  disposition 
of  the  persons  whom  he  wished  to  conci- 
liate. ^  With  respect  to  the  circumstances 
to  which  the  hon.  baronet  had  alluded  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  he  could  assure 
hioi  that  he  fisit  no  soreness   whatever. 
Theanbject  had  beoi  fully  disonssed  and 
detennined  upon  by  parliament.    And  as 
to  the  propriety  or  acceding  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  boo.  baronet  for  die  liberation 


of  Mr.  Ferguson,  he  was  the  last  man  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  it,  having  (he  re- 
peated, not  been  present  at  the  dificussion 
of  that  individuals  conduct.  It  was  quite 
impossible,  however,  to  mistake  the  non. 
baronet^s  views  in  this  business,  or  to 
doubt  that  tbb  was  one  of  the  many  ef- 
forts MO  perseveringly  made  by  the  hon. 
baronet  fair  the  destruction  of  the  con* 
stitution  and  of  the  character  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wtftin  observed,  tliat  if  he  under- 
stood the  hon.  baronet's  object,  it  was, 
that  the  House  should  rescind  that  which 
it  had  already  determined,  not  because  it 
had  determined  erroneously,  but  because 
nine  years  ago  it  had  omitted  to  do  its 
duty  in  a  case  somewhst  similar  in  its  cir- 
cumstances.   To  that  omission  he  was  no 
party.    He  was  certainly  at  the  time  in 
favour  of  further  proceedings.  Still  it  was 
a  decision  of  parliament,  and  was  a  pre- 
cedent, but  whether  to  be  imitated  or 
avoided  was  a  fit  subject  for  consideration. 
It  would  be  a  sad  thing,  indeed^if,  because 
the  House  had  in  any  single  instance  neg- 
lected its  duty,  it  could  in  no  subsequent 
instance  perform  it.    He  would  not  enter 
into  the  case  of  Ferguson,  for  the  hon. 
baronet  had  not  touched  upon  it.  Indeed, 
the  hon.  baronet  had  not  thought  the  case 
of  sufficient  importance  to  Attend  the  dis' 
cussion  upon  it ;  but  a  week  after  it  was 
disposed  of^  the  hon.  baronet  came  down, 
and,  without  notice,    proposed   to    the 
House  to  rescind  their  deliberate  deter- 
mination.   The  boo.  baronet  had*  laid  no 
ground  whatever  for  his  motion.      What 
took  place  in  another  parliament  in  1809 
was  no  ground.    Besides,  it  was  not  cor- 
rect to  say  tlmt  the  noble  lord  escaped 
without   censure :  although  certainly  he 
(Mr.  Wynn)  thought  the   censure    too 
mild.    Ine  next  year  parliament  passed 
an  act  to  remove  some  doubts  which  ex- 
isted on  this  subject  by  declaring  acts  si- 
milar to  that  with  whiqh  the  noble  lord  had 
been  charged  penal  offences.    With  res- 
pect to  the  other  casein  1810,  to  the  de- 
cision in  that  case,  he  ( Mr.  Wynn )  was  no 
party.      But  the  ground  of  it  was  that 
parliament  having  just  passed  the,  act  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  it  would  not  be  just 
to  make  its  operation  retrospective.    To 
accede  to  the  hon.  baronet's  motion  would 
be  to  declare  that  the  bribery  of  electors 
was  no  ofiience,  and  to  annul  all  the  prac- 
tice of  our  forefathers  from  the  earliest 
periods  of  the  history  of  parliament.     On 
these  grounds  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
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impossible  that  the  House  could  entertain 
the  bon.  baronet's  proposition.  Whenever 
the  case  might  come  regularly  before  the 
House  on  the  petition  of  the  individual 
suffering  under  its  displeasure,  it  would 
then  foe  a  fit  subject  for  consideration^  but 
at  present  it  was  not  so. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  the  hon.  baronet, 
who  was  so  ready  to  accuse  others  of  un« 
due  practices  in  election  matters,  would 
|)erhaps  remember  when,  in  his  first  con- 
test for  Middlesex,  he  had  little  prospect 
of  being  returned,  three  hundred  millers 
voted  for  him  as  proprietors  of  a  mill 
which  was  not  built,  and  of  which  they 
had  become  possessed  but  the  preceding 
night !  that  tne  sheriffs  were  sent  to  New- 
gate for  gross  partiality  to  the  hon.  baro- 
net, and  the  election  was  declared  void. 
On  the  second  contest  of  the  hon.  baronet 
for  Middlesex,  never  was  there  a  greater 
display  of  universal  suffrage.  Persons  who 
were  qualified,  and  persons  who  were  not, 
were  indiscriminately  polled,  until  prose- 
cutions for  perjury  were  set  on  foot,  and 
many  of  the  votes  abandoned ;  and  even- 
tually the  hon.  baronet  did  not  obtain  his 
aeat.     Perhaps  the  hon.  baronet  mieht 
remember  the  third  election  for  Middle- 
sex, at  which  he  was  a  candidate,  and  at 
which  all  the  practices  resorted  to  at  the 
second  election  were  exposed  and  brought 
to  light ;  and  at  which,  while  the  present 
member  for  Middlesex  polled  3,000  votes 
the  hon.  baronet  pollea  only  800.      This 
was  the  history  of  the  hon.  baronet*8  con- 
tests for  Middlesex.    If  he  had  forgotten 
them  the  electors  of  Middlesex  had  not : 
and  were  the  hon.  baronet  to    start    a 
fourth  time,  he  would  experience  the  same 
result. 

Mr.  Brand  regretted  the  introduction 
of  personalities  into  the  present  discus- 
sion. His  hon.  friend  had  alluded  as 
slightly  as  possible  to  the  individuals  whom 
he  had  been  obliged  to  mention^ [A 
laugh  from  the  Treasury  bench]  .^Gentle- 
men might  laugh,  but  they  might  remem- 
ber the  hon.  baronet  said,  he  rather  wish- 
ed, on  the  occasions  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, that  the  offence  should  be  visited 
with  a  light  hand,  because  it  was  one  of 
such  general  notoriety.  He  did  not, 
therefore,  think  that  the  hon.  baronet  had 
pressed  tlie  subject  in  a  way  that  ought  to 
be  at  all  offensive  to  the  noble  lord  or  to 
his^  personal  friends.  His  object  in  now 
rising  wa$,  to  state  the  reasons  which 
prevented  him  from  concurring  in  his 
poo.  friend's  motiop*    He  had  most  un- 
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willingly  witnessed  the  introduction  of  the 
charge  against  the  ndble  lord,  and  cfae 
right  hon.  gentleman  nine  or  ten  years  ago* 
He  had  most  reluctantly  felt  himself  bound, 
on  that  occasion  to  vote  for  the  resolution 
inculpatory  of  their  conduct ;  but  having 
done  so  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  maintain  his 
consistency  by  pursuing  a  similar  course 
with  respect  to  Ferguson.  If  the  House 
were  to  agree  to  his  hon.  friend's  motion, 
it  would  be  at  once  to  declare  to  the  coun- 
try, that  all  irregularities  or  breaches  of 
privilege  with  respect  to  elections  were 
thenceforward  to  pass  unnoticed  and  ua- 

Eunished.  In  his  conscience,  therefore, 
e  must  oppose  the  motion ;  though  be 
confessed  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  those  hon.  members  who  rejected  the 
former  resolutions  inculpatory  of  the  no- 
ble lord,  could  reject  his  hon.  friend's  pre* 
sent  proposition. 

Mr.  Curmen  observed,  that  the  bill 
which  he  introduced  several  years  a^o 
would  have  gone  far  to  remedy  such  evils 
as  that  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
House  was  now  called,  had  it  not  been 
deprived  of  all  efficacy  by  the  amendments 
which  were  engrafted -on  it. 

Sir  jP.  Burdki^  in  reply,  observed,  that 
as  the  noble  lord  had  said  so  little  on  the 
subject  now  before  them,  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  take  any  notice  of  what 
had  fallen  from  him.  As  for  what  the 
hon.  colonel  had  said  about  the  Middlesex 
elections,  he  certainly  had  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  all  the  proceedings  con- 
nected with  them;  indeed,  no  man  had 
less  reason  to  forget  them  than  he  had. 
He  had  twice  experienced  the  remedy 
which  the  House  in  its  wisdom  had 
thought  proper  to  provide  in  casts  of 
contested  elections ;  and  he  could  assure 
them,  that  to  enjoy  that  benefit  a  third 
time  would  be  out  of  his  power.  As  to 
the  votes  of  some  of  the  electors  on  that 
occasion  not  being  connected  with  pro- 
perty, the  observation  came  badly  n'om 
the  hon.  member,  who  ought  to  know 
that  most  of  the  votes  for  the  boroughim 
the  country  were  wholly  unconnected 
with  real  property.  The  mill  votes,  which 
the  hon.  member  had  mentioned,  were 
objected  to,  and  the  election  was,  in  con* 
sequence  twice  referred  to  a  committee ; 
but  that  committee,  though  they  had  set 
aside  the  election,  never  came  to  a  deci* 
sion  upon  tiiose  votes.  They  were  got 
rid  of  in  a  general  way,  on  the  ground 
that  the  owners  were  never  assessed  to 
the  Umd*tax.    The  observation  upon  that 
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subject  from  the  hon.  member  was  there- 
fore Dot  at  all  in  point.  It  was  true,  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex  had  been  sent  to 
Newgate  for  the  return  he  made;  but 
v^der  what  drcumstances  ?  He  could  not 
have  struck  off  the  names  from  the  poll 
hookM  of  numbers  who  had  voted,  and  he 
happened  to  return  a  candidate  unfavour- 
able to  ministers ;  but  on  the  subsequent 
election,  when  the  sheriff  refused  to  re- 
turn him  (sir  F.  B.),  though  he  had  a 
decided  majority  on  the  poll  books,  be 
was  not  sent  to  Newgate.  The  hon. 
member  might,  perhaps,  easily  guess  the 
reason.  With  respect  to  the  motion  im- 
mediately before  the  House,  he  had 
heard  no  one  argument  against  it.  He 
should  not,  however,  press  the  House  to 
a  division  upon  it,  from  the  disposition  he 
saw  evinced  by  several  members*  Some 
hon.  members  on  his  side  of  the  House 
seemed  determined  to  vote  against  it,  to 
aupport  their  consbtency  with  a  former 
vote ;  and  the  hon.  members  on  the  oppo- 
site side  would  vote,  from  what  fell  from 
the  noble  lord,  to  support  their  former 
inconsistency. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Alien  Bill.1  Lor^  Cattlerea^h  said, 
that  in  movinz  ror  leave  to  bring  m  a  bill 
to  continue  the  provisions  of  the  Alien 
Act,  as  the  subject  was  one  which  had 
been  so  frequently  asitated  within  those 
walls,  and  so  recently  discussed  in  the 
most  ample  manner,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  now  to  occupy  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House.  The  Alien  bill  had  re- 
ceived a  strong  support  from  one  side  of 
the  House,  and  had  been  as  strongly  re- 
sisted by  another.  He  was  sure  that  he 
should  be  the  last  person  who  would  wish 
the  House  to  lay  aside  that  constitdtiohal 
jealousy  which  it  was  fitting  they  should 
entertam  of  any  measure  by  which  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  or  the  liberty  of 
those  foreigners  who  entered  the  country, 
imd  who  ought  to  be  received  here  with 
every  mark  of  humanity  and  kindness, 
compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  state, 
might  be  afiected.  But  he  hoped  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  House  on  this,  as  well 
as  on  former  occasions,  would  consider 
what  was  due  to  the  public  security,  and 
that  they  would  not  let  their  teelings 
hurry  them  away  to  steps  by  which  that 
security  might  be  endangered.  When 
this  question  was  last  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  it  underwent  a  tery 


elaborate  examination;  and  there  was 
hardly  any  view  of  that  part  of  it  in  par* 
ticular  which  related  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  which  had  not  been  exa- 
mined and  probed  to  the  bottom.  He 
did  not  wish  now  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  prerogative;  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  he  had  always  held  it  as  insepa-  • 
rable  from  the  governing  power  in  any 
country  that  it  should  be  able  to  take 
precautions  against  the  machinations  of 
foreigners  residing  in  such  country ;  and 
that  in  a  country  where  foreigners  were 
only  amenable  to  the  ordinary  laws,  the 
government  would  be  unable  to  provide 
properly  tor  the  security  of  the  state.  It 
had  been  contended  that  in  former  times 
the  Crown,  by  its  prerogative,  could 
expel  aliens.  But  whatever  opinion  might 
be  entertained  with  respect  to  the  prero- 
gative in  former  times,  all  were  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  could  not  now  be  exer- 
cised without  parliamentary  regulation. 
It  was  clear  that  this  power  could  only  be 
now  beneficially  exercised  under  the  re* 
gulation  of  parliament ;  and  whether  any 
or  what  law  was  required,  was  a  subject 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Tak- 
ine  that  ground,  therefore,  he  wished  to 
submit,  not  a  jpermanent  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, though  he  was  aware  that  many 
members  thought  that  some  permanent 
regulation  respecting  the  registration  of 
aliens  ought  to  be  enacted.    His  view  at 

{iresent  was,  not  to  propose  any  permanent 
aw,  but  merely  to  propose  a  continu- 
ance of  the  existing  law,  and  for  the 
same  period  as  had  last  been  taken, 
namely,  for  two  years.  The  measure 
which  he  was  thus  proposing  to  the 
House,  was  perfectly  distinct  from  the 
war  alien  bill,  which  was  first  introduced 
in  1793.  When  that  bill  was  introduced 
we  were  not  merely  at  war,  but  at  war 
with  a  power  which  acted  on  a  system  of 
sending  persons  in  disguise  to  those 
countnes  with  which  it  was  at  war,  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  convulsions  in 
them;  and  in  the  part  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  more  immediately  con- 
nected, these  emissaries  were  often  but 
too  successful.  The  consequence  was, 
that  all  aliens,  on  the  face  of  their  coming 
here,  were  open  to  suspicion.  Aliens, 
the  moment  they  were  admitted  into  the 
.countrjT,  were  assigned  a  particular  part 
for  their  residence,  were  placed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  magistracy, 
and  were  not  allowed  to  proceed  more 
than  ten  miles  from  their  place  of  resi- 
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4ence,  without  obtaiomg  a  certifieate 
from  a  magislrate.  It  was  thought  proper 
to  view  aliens  generally  as  objects  of  sus- 
picion, and  unless  the  magistracy  had 
reason  to  be  cobvinced  of  the  innocency 
of  their  purpose,  they  could  not  obtain  a 
passport  to  leave  the  place  assigned  to 
them.  But  immediately  after  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  war,  the  furlong  with  respect 
to  aliens  underwent  a  change*  Even  at 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  view  taken  by 
Che  legislature  with  respect  to  them  was, 
that  the  presumption  was  they  were  per* 
sons  entering  tnis  country  tor  innocent 
and  not  for  hostile  purposes.  They  were 
no  longer  confined  to  a  particular  place 
of  residence,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time 
allowed  to  the  magistrates  and  the  state 
to  remove  any  individual  whose  conduct 
led  to  the  supposition  that  he  was  abusing 
the  hospitality  which  he  had  received. 
The  war  alien  bill,  therefore,  viewed  all 
foreigners  with  jealousy ;  but  the  peace 
bill  considered  them  all  as  coming  for 
commercidi  and  innocent  purposes;  but 
still  not  ao  completely  so,  as  that  the  go- 
vernment should  be  disarmed  of  the 
power  to  remove  them,  when  their  con- 
duct rendered  such  a  step  necessary. 
From  the  moment  a  foreigner  landed,  and 
gave  the  necessary  description  of  himself, 
he  noight  enter  the  country  without  inter- 
ruption, and  go  where  he  chose,  and  re- 
side in  it  as  long  as  he  chose,  unless  the 
secretary  of  state  thought  he  abused  the 
liberty  which  was  conceded  to  him.  He 
believed  that  government  could  not  be 
charged  in  this  case  with  malversation, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  said  that  the 
least  disposition  had  been  manifested  by 
the  officers  of  the  Crown  to  abuse  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them.  It  could  not 
be  said  that  any  serious  inconvenience 
had  arisen  to  foreigners  from  the  existing 
law.  During  the  last  six  years  not  more 
than  nine  individuals  had  been  sent  out  of 
the  country;  and  during  the  last  two 
years  only  three,  of  whom  two  were  sent 
out  in  1817,  and  only  one  in  1818.  But 
the  House  were  not  to  infer,  from  there 
being  so  few  cases  in  which  it  was  neces- 
sary for  government  to  exercise  the 
powers  entrusted  to  them,  that  without 
this  law  a  great  amount  of  evil  would  not 
have  existed.  The  executive  had  come 
to  parliament,  for  powers  to  'enable  them 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  danger ;  and 
if  the  executive  had  not  received  from 
parliament  those  precautionary  powers 
which  it  demanded,  tit  would  have  been 
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necessary  to  have  afterwards  applied  for 
a  stronger  force,   to   meet   the   danger 
which  must  have  arisen  from  the  want  oF 
an  adequate  remedy.    The  House  would 
he  hoped,  allow  him  to  instance  what  bad 
taken  place  in  countries  where  there  vraa 
no  alien  bill.    It  was  fair  to  contrast  one 
country,  in  which  there  was  an  alien  bill, 
with  another  country  in  which  there  was 
not  any  alien  law.    From  this  it  would  be 
seen  from  what  mischief  this  country  bad 
been  freed  by  parliaments,  bavins  armed 
the  executive  with  the  alien  bill.  If  there 
was  jp  this  country  none  of  those  con- 
spiracies which  had  been  carried  on  in 
another,  it  was  because  the  conspirators 
knew  that  in  this  country  they  durst  not 
venture  to  carry  them  on.    Without  giv* 
in^  the  House  any  precise  information  on 
this  subject,  which  he  was  not  bound  to 
do,  he  might  say,  that  in  the  kingdom  of 
the  Netherlands,   where   there   was  no 
alien  law,  a  number  of  unquiet  spirits 
had  taken  up  their  residence  and  had  or* 
ganised  that  system  of  warfare  against 
the  diflferent  states  of  Europe  by  meana^ 
of  the   Journals  of  which  they  became 
proprietors   and   otherwise,    which    had 
made  the  press  of  that  country  a  scandal 
to  Europe.      While  these  persons  were 
established  in  the  Netherlands,  they  were 
bold  enough  to  open  to  a  ^reat  power  of 
Europe,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  protec- 
tion of  that  state,  which  they  considered 
favourable  to  their  views,  a  conspiracy  for 
subverting  the  established  order  of  thmga, 
and     establishing    in    France    another 
dynasty.     With  respect  to  the  attempt 
lately  made  against  the  life  of  the  duke 
of  Vrellington,  it  was   known    that  this 
was  the  fruit  of  a  conspiracy  concerted 
between  persons  settled  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  persons  settled  in  the  interior 
of  France.    This  attempt  could  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  personal  enmity  to  that 
illustrious    person,   but  because  it   wss 
known  that  his  views  were  directed  to  the 
preservation  of  that  government  which 
was  established  in  France.    He  alluded  to 
these  transactions  to  show  in  what  situa- 
tion the    country  would   have   been  in 
under  a  contrary  regulation   from   thst 
under  which  it  had  been  placed.    It  was 
not  too  much  to  state,  that  if  there  had 
been  no  alien  bill  in  this  country,  thare 
could  be  no  dotdit  that  the  persons  al- 
luded to  would  have  carried  on  a  conspi- 
racy in  this  country,  against  the  peace  of 
this  country  and  of  Europe.     It  was  a 
duty  we  owed  to  ourselves,  not  less  thaa 
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to  Europe,  to  suppress  and  break  up 
those  combinatioos  affainst  the  general 
tranquillity.  The  wild  and  ardent  spirits 
bred  in  the  French  Revolutioni  who 
looked  forward  to  fresh  revolutions,  and 
who  were  scattered  all  over  Europe, 
would  have  gladlj  availed  themselves  of 
the  facilities  .which  this  country  would 
have  afforded  them  for  the  carrying  their 
views  into  execution,  if  ihey  had  not  been 
prevented  by  an  alien  law.  These  were 
the  general  grounds  on  which  he  recom- 
mended the  continuance  of  the  above 
bill ;  and  he  trusted  the  House  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  to  entrust  government 
with  such  a  power,  particiJarlv  when 
they  observed  the  mildness  with  which 
such  a  power  had  already  been  used  by 
the  executive.  He  knew  that  hon.  gen- 
tlemen would  endeavour  to  show  that  the 
case  was  now  altered— that  peace  having 
been  bo  long  established|  all  danger  was 
gone  by  of  overturning  the  existing  esta- 
blishments. But  though  this  might  be 
their  opinion,  thev  would  not  find  that  this 
was  the  opinion  of  these  individuals.  They 
were  so  ardently  devoted  to  their  despe- 
rate plans,  that  what  might  appear  suffi- 
cient to  discourage  more  reasonable 
minds,  produced  no  such  effect  on  them. 
They  certainly  took  different  views  of 
their  situations,  and  whenever  they  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  combining  toge- 
ther, they  would  make  the  attempt.  If 
the  peace  of  this  country  depended  on 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe,  it 
ivas  the  duty  of  the  government  of  this 
country  to  prevent  combinations  being 
formed  in  tnis  country  directed  against 
the  tranquillity  of  other  countries.  No 
experience  could  cure  these  individuals— 
all  the  calamities  which  had  already  taken 
place  would  not  prevent  them  from  again 
attempting  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  The  House,  ought,  therefore, 
to  arm  the  executive  with  powers  ade- 
quate to  repress  the  attempts  of  persons 
who  entered  into  these  dangerous  com- 
binations. The  regulations  which  he 
had  now  to  propose  had  already  been 
thrice  agreed  to  oy  the  House— in  1802, 
in  1814,  in  18i6,  and  he  now  proposed 
them  for  the  fourth  time.  The  House 
were  no  dc^bt  aware  that  a  question  of  a 
very  serious  nature  was  now  the  subject 
of  negotiation,  namely,  whether  the  army 
of  occupation  should  quit  France  at  the 
first  period  in  the  treaty,  or  remain  for 
the  whole  of  the  five  years  ?  Whatever 
course  was  adopted,  and  whenever  that 


army  should  withdraw,  it  was  impossible 
not  to  entertain  an  anxiety  respecting  the 
turn  which  mattery  might  take  in  thai 
country  after  they  were  withdrawn.  It 
was  true  that  at  present  matters  wore  a 
fiivourable  aspect  in  France,  but,  on  the 
other  hand|  they  might  take  a  less  favour- 
able turn ;  and  at  all  events,  until  we  saw 
the  result  of  the  withdrawing  the  army  at 
occupation  from  France,  we  ought  to  take 
every  possible  precautionary  measure. 
On  these  grounds  he  would  move,  '<  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  con- 
tinue an  Act  of  the  56th  year  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  for  establishing  Regula- 
tions respecting  Aliens  arriving  in  or 
resident  in  this  kinedom  in  certain  cases." 

Lord  Althorp  saia,  it  was  a  singular  ar-  ' 
gument  of  the  noble  lord,  that  since  alien 
bills  were  necessary  in  time  of  war,  thev 
should  be  continued  in  time  of  peace.  It 
had  always  been  the  policy  of  this  coun- 
try to  encouraee  the  settlement  of  alieni 
among  us.  Many  benefits,  especially  in 
the  improvement  of  our  manufactures,  bad 
resulted  fi'om  this  policy.  The  exclusion 
of  aliens  had  been  introduced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  last  unauspicious  war  with 
France ;  but  it  was  now  time  to  retrace 
our  steps,  and  to  return  to  the  ancient 
constitution  of  the  country.  If  the  noble 
lord  would  be  at  all  consistent,  he  ought 
to  have  made  the  alien  act  co-extensive 
with  the  period  of  the  occupation  of 
France  by  foreign  troops ;  and  if  he  did 
so,  he  could  not  now  attempt  to  continue 
it  for  two  years  lonser.  He  protested 
against  the  bill  not  for  any  abuses  that 
had  been  committed  under  it,  but  on  ac* 
count  of  the  principle  on  which  it  rested. 

Mr.  Lambion  observed,  that  as  it  did 
not  seem  to  be  the  wish  of  the  House  to 
debate  the  bill  at  present,  he  should  not 
offer  any  observation  upon  it ;  but  when 
the  noble  lord  should  bring  it  forward  for 
a  second  reading,  he  would  be  prepared 
to  move  an  amendment  to  it.  At  present, 
however,  he  should  follow  his  noble  friend 
in  decidedly  protesting  against  such  a 
measure  at  a  period  of  profound  peace. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilitf  said,  he  could  not 
suffer  the  question  to  be  put,  without 
offering  one  or  two  observations.  He 
thought  that  such  a  measure  ought  not  to 
be  brought  forward  unless  some  imminent  ' 
danger  existed,  or  some  other  great  ne- 
cessity for  it  could  be  shown.  He  had 
heard  no  such  ground  for  the  bill,  from 
the  noble  lord  opposite.  The  noble  lord 
had  said,  that  the  necessity  for  it  was  ai 
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stroDg   at   present   as   in    1816.    That 
mieht  be  very  true ;  but  as  he  (sir  S^  R.) 
had  objected  to  it  as  unnecessary  in  1816» 
as  he  conceived  that  no  fair  grounds  were 
then  given,  he  could  not  think  that  the 
same  grounds  being  now  advanced,  were 
sufficient.  The  bill  went  upon  a  principle, 
which,  though  never  openly  avowed,  was 
now  indirectly  stated,   namely,  that  the 
government  of  this  country  was,  to  minis- 
ter to  the  wishes  of  the  despots  of  Europe. 
Instead  of  England  being  what  she  always 
was,  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  all 
nations,  she  was  now  to  be  turned  into  a 
sort  of  dep6t  for  the  persecuted,  from 
whence  their   tyrants  might  have  them 
brought   back   at  will.    He   had  heard 
within  the  last  four  and  twenty  hours  ob- 
jections made  to  a  grant  for  the  purchase 
of  a  literary  collection, .  which,    as  was 
justly  observed,  might  add  considerably 
to  the  information  and  to  the  greatness  of 
the  country ;   but  what  was  the  renown 
which  it  might  acquire  by  such  means, 
when   compared  with   the    glory  which 
would  accrue  from  our  being  recognised  all 
over  the  world,  as  the  sanctuary  where 
those  who  were  driven  from  their  homes 
by  political    or    religious   persecutions, 
were   sure   to    find   protection   and   a 
safe  asylum?    Every  man,  no  matter  of 
what  country  or  creed,  had  always  looked 
in  his  distresses  for  an  asylum  to  England, 
and  had  always   found   that   which  he 
sought.   Why  should  that  great  character 
be  now  taken  away  from  us  ?    Would  the 
House  consent  to  remove  it  without  a 
minute  inquirv  into  its  necessity?    For 
his  own  part,  he  should  be  the  most  un- 
grateful of  men,  if  forgetting  the  protec- 
tion which  his  ancestors  and  himself  had 
received  in  this  country,  he  was  not  anxi- 
ous that  the  same  resource  should  be  left 
open  to  others,  who  might  be  similarly 
circumstanced ;  if  he  did  not  wish  for  the 
continuance  of  that  system  bv  which  a 
protection  was  afforded  to  all,  whether 
persecuted  for  religion  or  politics.  It  was 
said,  that  this  measure  had  been  adopted 
in  1802,  which  was  a  time  of  peace ;  but 
was  there  no  better  reason  to  be  given  for 
it  than  that?    Was  there  no  difference 
between  the  circumstances  of  the  present 
peace  and  the  short-lived  truce  of  that 
period  ?    At  that  time,  as  was  very  na- 
tural from  Uie  circumstances  of  the  previ- 
ous war,  there  was  no  safety  in  trusting  to 
appearances ;  but  then,  even,  it  was  only 
brought  forward  for  one  year,  and  that  by 
the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  depart- 
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ment  Indeed,  it  was  natural  to  thinkthmt  ie 
was  with  him  such  a  measure  should  origin 
nate.  He  was,  as  it  might  be  said,  the  repre-- 
sentative  of  the  internal  government  ofthe 
country,  and  every  thing  connected  witfi 
its  police  was  under  his  peculiar  care.     It 
was  from  bim  that  such  a  measure  should 
properly  originate,  and  not,  as  it  were, 
from  the    representative  of   the  foreign 
potentates,    it  was  in  1814,  that  the  doc- 
trine was  first  announced,  that  the  alien 
bill  was  not  only  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
this  country,  but  also  to  secure  that  €^ 
other  nations.    There  was  another  objec- 
tion he  had  to  this  bill.    It  went  not  oaly 
to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  home  ae- 
cretary  all  such  aliens  as  might  come  into 
the  country,  but  also  those  who  had  been 
long  settled  in  it.    The  number  of  such 
persons  was,  he  believed,  not  less  than 
20,000,  every  one  of  whom  might  be  re- 
moved, if  any  person  were  found  from 
some,  perhaps,  private  motives  to  give 
false  information  against  them  to  govern- 
ment.   This  he  thought  a  most  objection- 
able  measure,    to  place  men  who  had 
adopted  this   country  from  choice,   and 
who  might  also  be  considered  as  natives 
of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  head  minister 
of  the  police  of  the  country.    The  bill 
applied  to  every  man  who  came  into  the 
country,  and  it  put  upon  him  the  proof  of 
whether  he  was  a  native  or  not,  which 
under   many  circumstances  was  a  most* 
serious  inconvenience.    There  was    one 
point  in  this  bill  to  which  he  begged  leave 
to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers for  Scotland,  if  there  were  any  of 
them  then  in  the  House.  It  went  directly 
in  violation  of  the  great  charter  of  their 
rights,  the  Wrongous  Imprisonment  act. 
It  had  never,  in  any  part  of  Great  Britab, 
been  made  matter  of  legislation,  that  the 
king  could  send  aliens  out  ofthe  country. 
There    was    only  the   opinion  of  judge 
Blackstone  for  such  a  doctrine.    But  na 
one  had  ever  imagined  that  the  king  had 
the  power  to  send  them  into  any  other 
country.    In  the  treaty  of  Amiens  it  was 
stipulated  that  criminals  should  be  deli- 
vered up  by  the  one  country  to  the  other, 
yet  this  was  done  under  particular  limita- 
tions.   None  were  comprehended  in  those 
stipulations  but   persons    charged  with 
murder,  forgery  (which  was  thought  thus 
equally  deservine  of  exception  as  mur- 
der), and  fraudulent  bankruptcy,  and  in 
these  cases  the  evidence  must  be  shown 
to  be  so  strong  as  to  ensure  conviction.  Yet« 
when  those  stipulations  had  come  to  be 


5gSi\ 


Ro^at  Burght  of  Scotland  SSI. 


Mat  5,  1818. 


[530 


acted  upon,  the  Crown  was  unable  to  send 
the  persons  charged  with  those  crimes  to 
the  country  from  which  they  had  come, 
and  it  was  obliged  to  apply  to  parliament. 
There  had  been  a  similar  treaty  with 
America,  and  there  was  a  similar  neccs^ 
aity  for  application  to  parliament.  But 
the  Wrongous  Imprisonment  act  distinctly 
provided  that  none  should  be  sent  out  of 
the  country,  and  the  decision  of  the 
court  of  session  had  clearly  estab- 
lished that  this  exception  extended  to 
aliens*  The  question  was  fully  tried  in 
the  year  1778,  in  the  well  known  case  of 
Wedderburn  and  Knight.  Knight  had  been 
a*iiative  of  Africa,  andhad  been  bought  five 
or  six  years  before  by  Wedderburn,  who 
had  brouffht  him  with  him  to  Scotland,  and 
afterwards  wished  to  take  him  back  to  Ja- 
maica. Both  points,  his  condition  as 
slave  or  free,  and  his  obligation  to  return 
with  the  man  who  had  regularly  bought 
him,  was  decided  by  the  Court  of  Session. 
He  was  not  only  declared  to  have  been 
free  from  the  moment  he  came  into  Bri- 
tain, but  it  was  also  found  that  he  could 
Dot  be  again  sent  out  of  the  country.  It 
was  true  that  parliament  could  repeal  this 
act,  as  they  had  repealed  the  act  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus ;  but,  at  least,  the  members 
for  Scotland  ought  to  be  aware  of  this 
circumstance.  It  had  not  been  previously 
noticed,  but  it  certainly  deserved  atten- 
tion. This  bill,  therefore,  as  utterly  un- 
necessary, as  derogatory  to  the  character 
of  the  nation,  as  subservient  to  the  evQ 
designs  of  other  countries,  he  could  not 
suifer  to  pass  tlirough  this  its  fir«t  stage 
without  resisting  it  as  much  as  was  in  his 
power.  • 
The  House  then  divided : 

Ayes S5 

Noes 18 

Majority ..37 

-    The  Bill  was  then  brought  in,  and  read 
a  first  time. 

Liii  of  the  Minarify* 

Romilly,  sir  S. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Sharp,  liichaid 
Smiib,  Wm. 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Ticrney,  rt.  hon.  G 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Tellers. 
Althorp,  viscount 
Lambton.  J.  G, 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Atherley.  A. 
Barnett,  James 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Carter,  John 
Folkestone,  vis. 
Macdonald,  James 
Martin,  John 
Monk,  sir  C. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Power,  Richard 
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BuROHS  OF  Scotland  Bill.  J  Sir  S.  Ro* 
mt2i^  presented  a  Petition  from  the  several 
Corporations  of  Shoemakers,  Weavers, 
&c.  of  the  Burgh  of  Irvine,  in  Scotland, 
praying  the  interference  of  the  House, 
and  complaining  of  the  loss  of  their  rights, 
from  their  not  having  the  power  of  elect- 
ing their  own  magistrates  which  was 
usurped  by  the  town  council,  who  though 
they  practised  the  form  of  electing  annu- 
ally four  members,  yet  contrived  that  they 
should  always  be  some  of  their  own  friends. 
It  stated  the  burghs  as  having,  for  the  last 
fifty  years,  been  under  the  control  of  the 
family  of  Eglintoun,  and  being  liable  to 
much  injustice  in  consequence  of  the  bur- 

f  esses  bein^  subject  to  the  debts  of  the 
urgh.  Sir  Samuel  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  important  matter,  and 
hoped  that  as  being  of  much  interest  to 
the  members  for  Scotland,  it  would  re« 
ceive  their  serious  consideration.  The 
petition  was  not  founded  on  any  theoretic 
views  but  on  facts  of  which  all  knew  the 
existence.  He  was  aware  that  much  dif- 
ficulty had  occurred  in  the  explanation  of 
the  svstem  under  which  the  Scotch  burghs 
had  been  conducted ;  but  as  the  legisla^ 
ture  had  lately  entered  into  tbe  conside- 
ration of  the  subject,  he  hoped  that  this 
petition  would  receive  the  attention  it 
merited. 

Mr.  Finlay  stated  his  satisfaction  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  petitioners  had  ex- 
plained their  grievances.  Their  prayer, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  clioosing  of  their 
own  magistrates  was,  in  his  opinion,  per- 
fectly reasonable ;  and  it  was  to  be  ob- 
served, that  they  only  prayed  that  the 
laws  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  should 
be  reverted  to— which  had  been  never  re* 
pealed,  but  which,  according  to  the  max- 
ims of  the  Scots  judges,  were  superseded 
by  long  disuse.  The  bill  introduced  by 
the  lord  advocate  was  inadequate  to  the 
object  which  it  aimed  at,  namely,  the 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  burghs,  and 
that  object  fell  very  short  of  the  rights  of 
those  burghs. 

Orderkl  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Sir  S.  Romillv  then  presented  two  other 
petitions  from  the  corporation  of  bonnet- 
makers  and  dyers,  and  from  that  of 
Wrights  and  masons,  in  Edinburgh,  alleg- 
ing similar  abuses,  and  praying  that  the 
presentbillma^Dotpass  into  a  law,  it  being 
calculated  to  increase  the  evil.  The  pet^ 
tions  were  likewise  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

(2  M) 
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Pardons  under  the  Great  Seal.] 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  rose  to  move 
(lie  second  reading  of  the  Pardons  under 
the  Great  Seal  bill.  Having  some  time  ago 
taken  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  grounds 
on  which  he  supported  this  measure,  he 
need  not  trouble  their  lordships  with  many 
observations  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading.  It  was  only  necessary  foV  him 
to  say,  that  the  bill  had  for  its  object  to 
believe  persons  to  whom  the  mercy  of  the 
Crown  had  been  extended,  from  tne  hard- 
ship of  paying  the  fees  on  suing  out  a  par- 
don under  the  Great  Seal,  which  most  of 
them  were  unable  to  do.  This  was  the 
whole  extent  of  the  measure  as  it  had 
come  from  the  other  House ;  but  in  con- 
sidering the  subject  as  a  whole,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  not  to  feel  that  the  re- 
lief ought  to  be  carried  farther  than  the 
present  bill  proposed  to  extend  it.  At  the 
same  time  ne  was  very  sensible  of  the 
difficulty  of  pressing  the  relief  which  he 
was  of  opinion  ought  to  be  granted  to  its 
full  extent,  at  a  time  when  the  revenue 
was  deficient.  No  source  of  revenue  ope- 
rated to  produce  greater  mischief  to  the 
poorer  classes  than  the  stamps  on  law 
proceedings.  The.expensethey  occasioned 
was  an  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  jus- 
tice. Hence  the  numerous  applications 
to  the  legislature  for  the  establishment  of 
inferior  jurisdiction,  but  of  an  anomalous 
and  unconstitutional  nature.  The  institu- 
•  tion  of  such  courts  would  never  be  desired 
by  the  people  were  it  not  for  the  difficul- 
ties they  experienced  in  obtaining  justice 
before  higher  tribunals.  Tliis  was  a  state 
of  things,  with  respect  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  in  which  the  country  ought 
not  to  exist.  As  to  the  present  measure, 
it  went  merely  to  relieve  unfortunate  per- 
sons from  paying  the  fees  on  pardons, 
which  amounted  on  each  to  about  60^, 
and  therefore  it  could  operate  in  a  very 
slight  degree  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
revenue. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Aliens.]  Lord  Holland  said,  that  in 
consequence  of  what  had  recently  passed 
in  the  other  House  of  parliament.  He 
intended  to  take  an  early  opportunity,  of 
moving  for  some  papers  relative  to  aliens. 
The  papers  he  wished  to  obtain  were  co- 

gies  of  any  correspondence  which  may 
ave  taken  place,  since  the  20th  of  No- 
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vember  1815,  between  this  goremmeot 
and  the  government  of  any  foreign  state 
on  the  subject  of  aliens ;  and  copies  oF 
any  correspondence  which  may  have  pas- 
sed between  his  majes^'s  government  and 
the  government  of  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands, since  the  20th  of  November  1815, 
relation  to  passports  granted  or  refused  to 
any  individuals.  Some  time  ago,  when  he 
asked  the  prince  regent's  minister  whe- 
ther there  existed  any  stipulations  between 
this  country  and  foreign  powers  on  the 
subject  of  aliens,  he  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative; and  when  he  afterwards  asked 
whether  any  negotiations  or  correspond- 
ence on  that  subject  had  taken  place*  the 
noble  earl  stated,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
Alien  bill  would  be  proposed  to  parliament, 
not  with  reference  to  any  foreign  policy, 
^ut  on  the  ground  of  British  interests  onlj* 
This  certainly  was  no  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  a  negotiation  or  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject  had  not  existed ;  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  be  satisfied  on  that 
point  that  he  intended  to  move  for  the 
papers  he  had  described.  If  he  had  not 
considered  it  probable  that  the  motion 
would  be  resisted,  he  should  not  have 
deemed  a  previous  notice  necessanr-  He 
would  take  another  opportunity  of  fixing 
the  precise  day.  Their  lordships  ought  to 
know  what  the  real  situation  ot  the  coim- 
try  with  regard  to  this  question  was,  be- 
fore any  bill  should  come  from  the  other 
House ;  for  he  was  persuaded  that  many 
of  the  supporters  of  the  former  bill  had 
voted  for  it  under  the  idea  that  some  se- 
cret pledge  or  stipulation  had  been  en- 
tered into  on  the  subject  with  foreign  go- 
vernments. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  May  6. 

Excise  Convictions  in  Ireland.] 
Mr.  Cooper  said,  that  of  all  the  evils  aris- 
ing from  the  excise  laws,  wiUi  respect  to 
private  distillation  in  Ireland,  there  were, 
perhaps,  none  more  deserving  of  notice 
than  the  collusion  which  existed  so  fre- 

auently  between  the  ofiicers  of  excise  and 
^e  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of  illi- 
cit distillation.  He  knew  that  countiy 
gentlemen  were  thought  to  be  friendly  to 
illicit  distillation ;  but  there  was  no  such 
fediog,  except  it  might  beamong  the  very 
lowest  description ;  all  were  equally  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  patting  down 
the  practice ;  it  was  only  the  cruel  means 
that  were  adopted  to  put  it  down  that  he 
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objected  to.    It  was  true*  they  often  saf- 
/ered  from  collusion  between  the  excise 
officers  and  private  distillers.    The  hon. 
ffentleman  said,  that  he  himself  had  suf- 
&red  in  this  way  once.    A  person  who 
had  been  in  the  practice  of  illicit  distilla- 
tion^  and  hiring  out  a  still  for  the  purpose 
when  he  found  that  trade  faili  and  that  his 
still  was  nearly  worn  out»  thought   he 
could  do  no  better,  than  hide  the  still  in 
one  of  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  plantations,  and  in- 
form the  excise  officer ;  thereby  receiving 
a  reward  himself,  and  the  excise  officer  a 
.fine.    He  woidd  now  advert  to  the  parti- 
cuUr  case  which  occasioned  his  trouUiog 
the  House,  and  to  which  he  would  request 
their  attention.     By  an  act  of  the  55th  of 
the  king,  the  having  unlicensed  malt  in 
possession  was  constituted  a  misdemeanor 
llie  punishment  to  be  awarded  upon  con- 
viction, is  a  fine  of  not  more  than  100/. 
nor  less  than  10^.  tp  be  paid  to  the  prose- 
cutor ;  oj,  instead  of  finei  a  punisnment 
of  six  montlis  imprisonment.    At  the  late 
assises  at  Sligo,  among  the  indictments 
which  came  before  the  grand  jury  were  a 
vast  number  for  misdemeanors  for  having 
unlicensed  malt,  in  which  the  excise  oflS- 
cers  were  the  prosecutors  and  witnesses, 
^hen  the  prisoners  were  put  upon  their 
trial,  he  would  beg  the  House  to  attend 
to  the  way  the  prosecutions  were  conduct- 
ed.   The  prosecutors,  viz.  the  excise  offi- 
cers, advised  the  prisoners  to  plead  guilty, 
and  that  thev  would  be  immediate^  dis« 
charged.    They  did  so,  were,  of  course, 
oenvictsd,  and  fined  lol^.  each,  for  whidi 
the  prosecutors,  viz.  the  excise  officers, 
immediately  gave  receipts,  without  pay- 
ment, and  the  prisoners  immediately  lefl 
the  court,  hurrying,  to  begin  their  illicit 
practices  again.    It  might  be  asked,  why 
the  excise  officers  had  so  acted?    The 
reason  was,  they  were  perfecUv  certain  of 
.never  receiving  the  fine  from  the  prisoners 
whom  they  kpew  to  be  unable  to  pay ;  it 
was,  therefore,  better  for  the  trade  to  let 
them  go,  particularly  as  the  officers  were 
entitled  to  a  reward  from  the  commission- 
ers of  excise,  of  10^  upon  each  conviction. 
Now,  would  the  House  please  to  consider 
the  mischievous  effiscu  of  this  proceeding. 
In  the  first  place,  the  great  encouragement 
to  illicit  distillation ;   and,  b  the  second 
place,  the  great  expense  attending  these 
sham  convictions.     First,  the  additional 
allowances  to  the  military,  who,  by  the 
wav,  in  one  of  the  instances  he  had  al- 
luded to,  had  committed  a  most  wanton 
pnurder  upon  a  poor  labourer,  who  was 
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going  to  his  work,  and  who  had  notliing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  business ;  next  to 
the  expense  of  the  military  attending  on 
these  occasions,  were  the  additional  allow- 
ances to  the  excise  officers,  the  expense 
of  the  prosecutions  and  convictions,  by 
the  payments  to  the  law  officers,  and  the 
rewards  to  the  prosecutors,  viz.  the  excise 
officers,  from  the  commissioners  of  excise. 
For  these  reasons,  he  moved,  <<  That  an 
Account  be  laid  before  the  House,  stating 
what  Rewards  have  been  promised  by  or 
in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Excise 
in  Ireland  to  any  of  their  Ofticers,  for  the 
detection  or  conviction  of  Persons  having 
unlicensed  Malt  in  their  possession  :  witn 
the  number  of  prosecutions  and  Convic- 
tions for  such  offence  within  the  last  two 
years,  and  the  Assizes  at  which  such 
Prosecutions  severally  took  place;  the 
expenses  attending  the  seizing  such  unli- 
censed Malt;  the  Law  expenses  attending 
such  Prosecutions;  theamount  of  rewards 
claimed  or  paid,  and  the  fund  from  which 
they  were  so  paid,  and  the  names  of  the 
Persons  to  whom  they  were  paid.'* 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mail    Coach    Contracts   in   Ire- 
land.]     Mr.   Cooper  said,    he    would 
shortly  state  why  he  felt  it  right  to  call 
for  some  returns  relative  to  Mail  Coach 
Contracts  in  Ireland.     He  took  it  for 
granted,  that  it  would  not  be  denied,  that 
the  great  end  to  be  obtained  by  mail- 
coaches  was,  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
of  letters  with  expedition  and  safety ;  but 
by  the  kind  of  carriage  contracted  for,  in 
general,  by  the  post-office,  neither  of  these 
objects  were  attained.    The  carriages,  in 
most  cases,  were  heavy  coaches,  carrying 
six  inside  and  four  outside  passengers, 
which,   with    the  coachman  and  guard, 
made  twelve  persons ;  now,  it  was  easy  to 
see,  that  this  coach,  with  the  quantity  of 
luggage  and  parcels  which  they  must  ne- 
cessarily require,  could  not  travel  at  mail- 
coach  rate«    The  consequence  was,  that 
those  carriages,   though  the  maiUcoach 
roads  were  excellent,  travelled  at  only  six 
English  miles  an  hour,    when    the  very 
slowest  of  the  mail-coaches  here  travelled 
at  seven,  and  most  of  them  at  eight  miles 
in  the  Lour.    The  bad  consequences  of 
these  heavy  coaches  to  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  country  were  very  great ; 
for,  by  an  early  obtaming  of  their  corre- 
spondence, the  merchants  could  better  re- 
gulate their  markets  and  their  trade.    It 
was  evidenti  as  the  moils  left  town  always 
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et  the  same  hour,  that  by  increased  expe- 
dition they  got  farther  on  their  journey 
iiefore  they  met  the  return  mail;  and, 
therefore,  that,  by  increased  expedition, 
many  of  the  intermediate  post  towns  could 
receive  answers  to  letters  the  same  day 
that  their  letters  were  delivered.  But  one 
circumstance,  which  he  thought  most  cul- 
pable, was,  the  entering  into  contracts  in 
reversion,  sometimes  for  fourteen,  some- 
times for  twenty-one  years,  thereby  sad- 
dling the  country  with  these  heavy  coaches 
for  that  length  of  time.  This  practice,  he 
was  of  opinion,  should  be  put  an  end  to. 
It  was  therefore  he  begged  leave  to  move 
for  abstracts  of  contracts  with  proprietors 
of  mail-coaches,  stating  the  number  of 
passengers  to  be  conveyed,  rate  of  travel- 
ling, &c.  &c. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Irish  Grand  Jury  Presentments 
Bill.]     Mr.   Vesev  Pitzserald  rose,  to 
call  the  attention  or  the  House  to  the  mo- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice,  on  the 
subject  of  Grand  Juries  in  Ireland.    It 
would  be  recollected,  that,  in  the  course 
of  last  session,  the  House,  after  a  delibe- 
rate examination  into  the  laws  which  go- 
verned the  proceedings  of  Irish  Grand  Ju- 
ries, directed  that  a  certain  number  of 
<:ouuty  surveyors  should  be  appointed,  to 
<decide  on  the  practicability,  and  examine 
into  the  expense,  of  such  public  works  as 
.•should  be  presented  to  these  juries.    In 
consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing competent  persons  to  611  the  offices 
of  these  county  surveyors,  that  part  of  the 
act  of  last  session  had  been  suspended 
nearly  in  the  present.    He  lamented  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  suspend  this  part 
of  the  act ;  and  he  begged  at  the  same 
-time  to  state,  that  in  the  bill  which  he  now 
intended  to  introduce,  the  clause  for  the 
-appointment  of  county  surveyors  would  be 
.altogether  omitted ;  neither  was  it  his  in- 
tention to  embody  in  the  bill  that  provi- 
sion most  objected  to  in  Ireland,  of  re- 
stricting the  reception  of  presentmentato 
the  assizes  at  one  part  of  the  jrear;  he 
meant  to  leave  the  arrangement  of  that 
business  precisely  as  it  heretofore  stood. 
The  opinion  of  every  fair  man  on  the  state 
-of  grand  jury  business   in  Ireland,  was, 
that  some  alteration  in  it  was  necessary, 
to  prevent  ^rand  juries   from  being  sur- 
prised   into   decisions  on  presentments, 
without  having  an  adequate  opportunity 
of  considering  either  their  necessity  or  me- 
xits.  To  remedy  this  evil,  he  meant  tofro- 


pose,  that  all  presentments  for  new  workto 
should  be  submitted  at  a  full  attendance  6f 
magistrates '  (an   attendance  that   ought 
to  be  rendered  imperative)  at  the  quar- 
ter sessions  to  be  held  previous  to  the  as* 
sizes,  at  which  these  presentments  were 
to  be  laid  before  the  grand  jury.    It  wan 
not  intended  that  either  the  approval  or 
disapproval  of  these  presentments  by  the 
magistrates  at  the  quarter  sessions  sboold 
trench  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  g^rand 
jury,  or  prevent  their  proceeding,  as  usual* 
to  consider  the  grants  thus  submitted  to 
them — the  previous  submittal  of  the  in- 
tended grants  to  the  magistrates  was  by 
no  means  intended  to  control  or  supersede 
the  legal  province  of  the  grand  jury— on 
the  contrary,  it  was  rather  meant  to  hcu 
litate  and  enlarge  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  by  enabling  them  to  have  better  in- 
formation on  the^presentments  si^dimitted 
to  them,  than  it  was  probable  they  pre- 
viously had,  and  thereby  enabling  them, 
perhaps,   to  order  Dubfic   works,   from 
which    they  might  nave  previously  re* 
frained  from  conscientious  scruples,  as  to 
their  want  of  adequate  information  to  jna- 
tify  this  appropriation  of  the  public  money* 
It  was  most  desirable,  in  all  cases  of  these 
presentments,  that  the  utmost  publicity 
should  be  given  on  the  nature  of  the  seve- 
ral applications  for  local  grants.    In  all 
cases  it  was  known,  that  an  affidavit  of  the 
necessity  of  the  application,  and  of  its 
probable  expense,  was  made ;  but  in  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a 
thousand  this  affidavit  was  made  in  the 
dark,  as  to  the  expense,  and  the  effect 
was,  that  little  attention  was  paid  to  the 
sanctity  of  the  oath,  and  a  moral  laxity 
of  course  prevailed  as  to. the  solemnity  of 
the  obligation.    In  lieu  of  this  part  off  the 
former  system,  he  meant  to  propose,  that 
no  person  should  be  called  on  to  swear  po- 
sitively as  to  the  definite  amount  of  ex- 
pense, but  that  it  should  be  competent 
for  the  magistrates  to  call  for  such  evi- 
dence as  the  nature  of  the  case  admitted, 
in  support  of  the  different  presentments. 
He  would  not,  at  this  moment,  trouble 
the  House  with  any  details  of  tJie  mea- 
sure, which  might  be  better  explained  in 
a  future  stage;  he  would  merely  state, 
tliat,  in  addition  to  this  preliminary  regn- 
lation,  on  the  probable  expense  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  proposed  works,  it  was  his 
wish  to  make  more  efficient  arrangements 
fortlie  accounting  branch  of  the  expen- 
diture which  may  be  ordered.    At  pre- 
sent there  was  oo  aecounting  for  this  ex- 
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Snditurc  in  the  manner  tbat  there  oaght. 
e  meant  to  introduce  a  provision  which 
called  for  all  the  details  of  the  expenditure 
voted,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for  the 
party  to  produce  proper  evidence,  on 
oath,  as  to  all  the  items  for  which  he  paid 
the  public  money ;  and  also  that  such  in> 
quiry  should  be  openly  carried  on  coram 
judicef  and  the  accounts  liable  to  be  tra- 
.versed  until  the  next  assizes.  It  was  far 
from  being  his  intention  to  introduce  any 
irrelevant  matter  on  this  subject,  or  to 
provoke  any  hostile  feeling,  where  none, 
upon  a  proper  understanding  of  die  sub- 
ject, ought  to  exist.  He  disdaimed  cast- 
ing the  slightest  reflection  on  the  grand 
juries :  it  was  the  system  that  necessitated 
the  remedy,  and  not  any  impropriety  on 
the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  guided  its 
operation  as  the  law  stood.  To  lay  a  par* 
liamentary  ground  for  the  necessity  of 
some  control  in  the  accounting  part  of 
the  presentment  monev,  he  had  only  to 
state  this  strong  and  indisputable  fact, 
that  in  no  instance,  save  one  (and  that 
was  looked  upon  as  an  act  of  romantic  vir- 
tue), had  one  farthing  been  returned  of 
the  sums  voted  for  public  works — though 
it  was  notorious  that  the  sums  sworn  to  as 
necessary  at  the  outset,  embraced  a  major 
view  of  the  expense,  and  always  left  room 
for  eventual  contingencies.  When  these 
flums  amounted  to  half  a  million  annually, 
the  House  might  form  some  idea  of  tfie 
importance  of  a  proper  check  on  an  ex- 
penditure so  conducted.'  This  check 
could  be  only  properly  had  by  an  exami- 
nation in  open  court  and  before  a  jury, 
with  a  liabilitv  to  have  the  accounts  tra- 
versed.— To  his  motion  he  could  antici- 
pate no  objection.  It  did  not,  as  he  had 
before  said,  trench  on  the  power  of  grand 
juries,  but,  on  the  contrar^,  it  gave  them 
a  better  facility  of  transacting  weir  busi- 
ness than  they  heretofore  possessed,  {t 
was  far  from  his  widi  to  take  an  iota 
from  their  proper  authority,  as  he  was 
aware  of  the  value  which  Ireland  must  de- 
rive from  the  local  residence  of  a  gentry 
very  properly  exercising  the  right  to 
orcier  the  necessary  expenditure  of  their 
own  counties.  He  was  sure  that  this  au- 
thority could  not  be  vested  in  fitter  handa, 
and  that  the  law,  as  he  proposed  to  have 
it  amended,  would  enable  tne  grand  juries 
to  do  their  business  as  they  would  wish  it 
to  be  done,  without  being  lii^le  either 
to  imposition,  or  a  want  of  proper  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  any  presentment 
that  might  be  submitted  to  them.    So  im- 


portant did  this  reformation  in  the  grand 

tury  system  in  Ireland  appear  to  him,  that 
le  was  determined  to  persevere  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject, 
nor  should  any  consideration  deter  him 
from  following  up  the  matter.  He  should, 
at  least,  have  tne  consolation  of  feelinff 
that  he  had  performed  his  duty ;  and  his 
labours  would  be  abundantly  repaid,  if  he 
found  in  the  result,  that  he  had  saved  a 
single  peasant  from  the  expense  of  an  as- 
sessment which  he  oueht  not  to  have 
borne,  or  protected  the  rights  of  the 
humblest  indiridual  from  the  slightest  in« 
vasion  or  oppression.  Added  to  mis  would 
be  the  invaluable  reflection,  that  he  had 
tried  to  check  a  system  of  taking  oaths, 
which  was  most  offensive  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  religion  and  morality,  and  most 
dangerous  to  the  community  at  law* 
He  then  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  more  deliberate  investigation  of 
Presentments  to  be  made  by  Grand  Juries 
for  Roads  and  Public  Worksin  Ireland,  and 
for  accounting  for  Money  raised  by  such 
IVesentments." 

Sir  George  HiU  concurred  in  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon.  member,  and  expressed 
his  hope,  that  although  he  had  but  slightlv 
hinted  at  the  necessity  of  requiring  sum- 
dent  security  A'om  the  treasurers  of  the 
counties  in  Ireland,  that  this  important 
matter  would  not  be  forgotten. 

Mr.  Denii  Browne  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  motion!  He  fully  concurred 
in  the  opinion,  that  if  any  part  of  the  sys- 
tem of  grand  juries  were  found  injurious 
in  its  operation,  the  legislature  ought  im- 
mediately to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil. 
He  could  not,  however,  help  observing, 
widi  reference  to  the  proposed  bUl,  that 
it  did  not  contain  a  single  principle  which 
was  not  already  provided  tor  by  the  exist- 
ing law.  He  saw  no  additional  security 
provided  on  the  subject  of  the  oath :  it 
was  already  publicly  taken,  and  the  alte- 
ration was  only  that  the  party  on  whom 
it  seemed  no  reliance  was  to  be  placed, 
should  undergo  an  examination  on  the 
strength  of  that  oblisation,  to  which  it 
appemred  he  was  indifferent.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  stated  that  no  modem 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  mode  of 
levy  for  these  assessments.  In  the  county 
with  which  he  was  more  immediately  con- 
nected, no  alteration  in  the  assessment 
had  taken  place  since  the  time  of  lord 
Strafbrd.  The  grand  juries  were  not 
chargeable  with  any  defect  in  this  branch 
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ef  the  system.  It  should,  besides,  be 
kept  in  recollection,  that  of  the  large 
Amount  said  to  be  levied  by  tliese  bodies, 
a  very  considerable  portion  went  for  quite 
different  purposes  than  the  building  bridges 
or  roads — it  went  to  pay  the  local  esta- 
Mshments.  of  the  police,  and  constables, 
to  support  the  gaols  and  pay  the  expense 
of  carrying  sentences  agaiAst  prisoners 
into  execution,  to  support  certain  cha- 
jities;  in  fact,  there  were  a  variety  of 
.expenses  of  this  kind,  and  to  a  very  large 
iimouot,  which  these  assessments  included: 

Sir  Henry  PameU  approved  of  the  ge- 
neral, features  of  the  bill,  though  he  cer* 
jtainly  would  prefer  it  with  any  provision 
for  making  another  effort  to  carry  into 
execution  the  system  of  county  surveyors. 
Out  of  a  list  of  eighteen  surveyors,  three 
bad  only  been  found  competent  before 
the  commissioners  as  candiaates  for  these 
offices,  and  nothing  would  be  n^ore  unfair 
than  to  suppose  that,  because  no  return 
of  approbation  was  made,  no  competent 
persons  were  to  be  found  to  .execute  so 
important  a  duty.  The  real  fact  was, 
that  a  most  extensive  weight  was  imposed 
on  the  surveyors^  a  part  of  which  might 
be  spared  if  a  modified  measure  were  con- 
sidered. By  the  former  provision  they  were 
jaot  only  called  on  to  estimate  the  expense, 
and  superintend  the  execution,  but  also 
to  examine  into  all  the  details  during  the 
work.  They  might,  under  a  modified 
scale,  be  relieved  from  a  part  of  this  duty, 
.and  yet  left  with  enough  to  perform  for 
all  public  purposes.  Another  alteration 
might  be  made  in  the  mode  of  managing  the 
public  expenditure;  this  should  be  done  as 
much  as  possible  by  contract  for  the  works, 
and  not  by  a  daily  superioteftdence  of  the 
details, 

Mr.  P^ed  said,  that  he  had  been  last 
year  friendly  to  the  appointment  of  county 
surveyors,  but  on  mature  consideration 
he  had  seen  reason  to  change  his  opinion. 
On  this  subject  he  might  be  considered  a 
disinterested  witness ;  for  government 
would  have  had  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor for  each  county.  The  hon.  baronet 
had  said  that  the  commissioners  decided 
on  supposition  that  persons  qualified  for 
the  omce  were  not  to  be  found.  But 
there  had  been  a  fair  trial,  and  it  was  not 
till  after  such  trial  that  the  commissioners 
reported  that  they  could  not  find  any  per- 
son sufficiently  qualified  for  the  office. 
On  other  grounds  he  was  averse  to  the 
appointment  of  county  surveyors:  it  would 
be  difficult  to  prevent  the  appointment 
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firom  degeneratii^  into  abuse.  No  de- 
pendence was  to  be  placed  on  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  persons  who  applied  to  be 
county  surveyors.  Every  certificate  pro* 
ducea  to  the  commissioners  bore  on  the 
fieice  of  it  the  most  respectable  qualifica- 
tions ;  but  the  certificate  was  not  home 
out  by  subsequent  examinations.  No  lea* 
than  ninety-five  persons  had  applied. 
Leave  vi^as  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 

PurchaseofGameBill.]  Mr.George 
Bankes  having  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Purchase  of  Game  bill, 

Mr.  Cura)en  said,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  discussion  of  a  bill  of  such  importance 
should  be  brought  on  in  so  thin  a  Houses 
He  therefore  recommended  the  hon.  een- 
tleman  to  postpone  the  second  reading 
till  there  should  be  a  fuller  attendance. 

Mr.  G.  Bankes  objected  to  the  post- 
poning of  the  second  reading  any  longer. 
He  had  put  off  the  discussion  too  often 
already  at  the  recommendation  of  honour* 
able  members.  It  was  extremely  neces- 
sary that  the  second  reading  should  take 
place  before  the  holydays,  if  it  was  to 
take  place  at  all.  If  there  was  no  desire 
now  to  discuss  the  measure,  the  bill  might 
be  read  a  second  time  that  night,  and 
discussed  in  another  stage,  either  on  the 
question  that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair, 
or  the  motion  for  the  third  readms;.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  said  he  would  enter 
into  a  short  statement  of  the  object  of 
the  bill,  and  repl^  briefly  to  the  objec- 
tions brought  against  it.  He  had  recon- 
sidered the  measure  now  proposed,  and 
saw  no  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  he  had 
formerly  stated.  He  had  brought  in  the 
bill  on  the  principle,  that  every  branch 
of  the  law  should  be  rendered  effective, 
so  long  as  the  law  itself  was  not  repealed. 
So  long  as  we  .had  statutes  against  the 
sale  of  game  we  ought  to  give  them  effect 
by  provisions  calculated  to  ensure  theirlexe- 
cution,  and  proceed  as  far  as  we  could  in 
preventing  the  punishment  for  offences,  by 
taking  away  the  temptation  to  commit  them. 
This  bill  placed  the  purchaser  of  game  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  seller,  and  le« 
veiled  all  distinctions  of  classes,  by  sub- 

i'ecting  them  to  the  same  penalty.  He 
:new  that  there  were  gentlemen  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  from  that  which  he  was 
now  supporting,  and  who  thought  that 
game  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  sold  in 
the  most  unrestricted  manner.  A  report 
had  been  made  to  the  House  on  the  game 
laws,  in  which  there  was  a  recommenda- 
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lion  to  make  game  priTate  property.  That 
report  had  been  laid  on  tne  table  of  the 
House  two  years  agOy  and  had  as  yet  pro- 
duced nothing.  When  any  member  should 
bring  forward  a  comprehensive  measure 
founded  on  this  report,  he  should  be  will- 
ing to  agree  to  the  repeal  of  all  the  game 
laws ;  but  so  long  as  they  existed,  their 
operation  should  be  made  uniform,  which 
was  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  He 
could  not  help  remarking,  that  the  report 
alluded  to  involved  two  historical  errors ; 
first,  that  game  was  originally  the  pro- 
perty of  the  owner  of  the  soil;  and  se- 
condly, that  the  game-laws  were  formerly 
milder  in  their  operation  than  at  present. 
Those  statements  appeared  to  him  to  be 
unfounded.  The  game-laws  had  now, 
instead  of  being  more  severe  than  formerly, 
lost  almost  all  their  rigour ;  and  he  did  not 
object  to  improvements  by  which  their  re- 
maining penalties  might  be  lessened ;  but 
as  this  was  a  work  requiring  mature  deli- 
beration, and  attended  with  much  diffi- 
culty, it  should  not  be  precipitately  under- 
taken. In  the  mean  time,  temptation  to 
a  breach  of  the  law,  while  it  existed, 
should  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible, 
and  this  would  be  done  by  the  present 
bill.  He  had  heard  it  objected  to  this 
bill,  that  if  it  passed,  as  game  could  not 
be  afterwards  Dought,  the  class  of  con- 
sumers who  now  purchased  it  would  have 
no  means  of  obtaining  it.  He  did  not  see 
the  force  of  this  objection.  Game  not 
found  in  the  market  would  be  sent  to  town 
as  gifb,  and  the  tables  of  the  rich  might 
thus  be  as  amply  supplied  as  before.  If 
there  was  any  thing  enviable  in  the  situa- 
tion of  a  country  gentleman,  as  connected 
with  this  species  of  wealth  upon  his  estate, 
it  was  the  power  of  making  presents  of 
game  to  his  friends.  The  value  of  this 
privilege  depended  on  a  prohibition  to  sell, 
either  on  the  park  of  the  proprietors,  or 
of  those  who  miffht  invade  their  rights. 
It  had  been  said  that  this  bill  enforced  se- 
vere penalties,  and  might  lead  to  oppres- 
sion. This  was  not  the  case.  It  merely 
enacted  penalties  against  the  higher  rank's 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  temptation 
from  the  lower.  He  had  received  a  letter 
from  Bath  yesterday  which  illustrated  his 

S resent  object.  Some  poulterers  there 
aving  been  prosecuted,  stated  that  they 
could  not  have  incurred  the  penalties  had 
they  not  customers,  who  would  be  their 
customers  only  so  long  as  they  could 
suppl  V  them  with  game.  His  bill,  there- 
foroi  by  prohibitmg  the  purchase  of  game, 


woiild  protect  this  helpless  class  of  per- 
sons. The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Curmen  said: — Sir;  in  opposing 
the  further  progress  of  a  bill  to  make 
penal  the  purchase  of  gftme  by  qualified^ 
persons^  it  is  not  with  a  design  to  continue 
to  the  monopolist  a  right  of  doing  with 
impunity  that  which*  subjects  other  indi- 
viauals  to  punishment.  My  hostility  to 
the  measure  arises  out  of  a  very  different 
view  of  the  question.  The  misery  and 
suffering  produced  bv  the  game  laws  call 
imperiously  on  the  legislature  to  remove 
them  from  our  statutes,  rather  than  to 
adopt  any  measure  which  may  increase 
their  number.  The  bill  now  before  the 
House,  if  passed  into  a  law,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  would  be  found 
ineffectual  for  accomplishing  its  object,  as 
the  qualified  purchasers  of  game  are  be- 
yond the  reach  of  legislative  enactment* 
Though  I  feel  assured  It  would  fail  in 
effecting  its  purpose,  yet  I  conceive  very 
serious  miscnief  would  result  fVom  its 
operations.  The  design  of  the  bill  it 
doubtless  to  protect  game — but  how  would 
it  act  ?  The  additional  difficulties  intended 
to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  purchasing 
^ame  would  operate,  if  at  all,  to  enhance 
Its  price,  and  ultimately  to  become  a  pre* 
mium  to  the  poacher.  I  do  not  mean  to 
contend  that  it  might  not  afford  facilities 
in  convicting  the  agents  employed  in  the 
purchasing  game  ;  but,  however,  it  might 
swell  the  number  of  victims  in  that  cata- 
logue, not  one  would  be  found  of  the 
description  against  whom  the  bill  is  le- 
velled. The  cure  of  this  evil  will  require 
a  very  different  remedy.  I  would  intreat 
the  House  to  pause  before  it  is  prevailed 
on  to  take  any  step  calculated  to  extend 
more  widely  the  crime  and  wretchedness 
produced  by  the  laws  in  question.  The 
House  cannot  have  forgotten  that  it  was 
in  proof  two  sessions  ago,  by  the  papers 
on  your  table,  that  1,200  persons  were 
immured  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom 
for  offences  against  the  game  laws.  -  Did 
not  this  disclosure  shock  every  unpreju- 
diced man  within  and  without  tne  walls  of 
this  House  ? — ^The  legal  criminality  and 
fatal  consequences  which  spring  from  these 
offences  call  loudly  for  prevention.  The 
ruin  and  distress  that  overwhelm  so  many 
poor  families  are  perhaps  the  least  of  their 
calamitous  effects.  The  contammation  of 
morals,  contracted  in  prisons,  leads  to 
the  commission  of  every  species  of  crime. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  poaching  can 
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be  suppressed  whilst  the  game  laws  re- 
main as  Uiey  are  ?  I  hope  the  period  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  legislature  will  be 
induced  to  eo  seriously  into  their  revision ; 
for,  whilst  they  inflict  the  cruelest  suffer- 
ings on  the  working  classes  of  the  com- 
munity— whilst  they  are  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended 
—they  contribute  to  destroy  what  they 
were  meant  to  protect.  I  am  no  enemy 
to  the  preseryation  of  same;  for  whatever 
can  contribute  to  induce  gentlemen  to 
reside  in  the  country  is  an  object  of  na- 
tional importance.  This  preservation,  1 
verily  believe,  is  to  be  obtained  with  as 
general  a  consent  and  with  a  full  appro* 
bation  in  its  favour,  as  most  of  the  exut- 
ing  game  laws  are  contrary  to  both. 
Were  game  to  be  made  property,  and 
protected  by  moderate  penalties,  the  de- 
struction ot  it  would  be  considered  in  a 
very  different  point  of  light.  It  is  hope- 
less to  look  for  obedience  to  laws  which, 
by  a  ereat  proportion  of  the  higher  orders, 
as  well  as  by  tne  whole  of  the  subordinate 
ranks  in  society,  are  regarded  as  oppres- 
sive, tyrannical  and  unjust— -trenchmg  on 
the  rights  of  the  many  to  favour  the  few. 
The  poacher,  however  obnoxious  to  the 
sportsman,  suffers  nothing  in  moral  esti- 
mation while  his  depredations  are  exclu- 
sively confined  to  game — ^no  turpitude  is 
attached  to  the  offence— public  opinion 
holds  the  game  laws  in  detestation.  Those 
only  who  resort  to  their  protection  are 
friendly  to  them ;  attempts  to  enforce  them 
rigorously  are  always  attended  with  gene- 
ra disapprobation  and  odium.  How  many 
estimable  individuals,  misled  on  this  point, 
have,  from  the  unpopularity  of  seeking 
their  inflictions,  been  driven  from  their 
mansions !  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  would 
contribute  more  to  the  comfort  of  country 
sentlemen  than  a  total  and  radical  change 
m  the  game  laws.— To  judf^  fairly  of  this 
question,  it  behoves  the  legislature  to  take 
into  its  consideration  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  not  only  in  the  country 
but  in  its  national  character.  The  same 
laws  originated  when  there  existed  but 
one  source  of  affluent  property— the 
landed  proprietor  was  exclusively  in  pos- 
session of  the  riches  of  the  country.  The 
monopoly  of  game,  whilst  this  state  of 
things  continued,  was  little  felt  as  a  grie- 
vance, and  there  were  few  temptations  to 
induce  a  breach  of  the  laws.  How  is  the 
country  now  situated  ?  Within  the  last 
century  so  far  from  the  landed  proprietor 
being  the  great  possessor  of  wealth,  the 
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capital  from  maoufitctures,  trade,  and 
funded  property,  is  seven  times  as  gveat 
as  that  from  the  land.  The  expenwture 
in  luxuries  is  on  the  side  of  commerce— 
the  national  bent  and  feeling  is  commer- 
cial. Public  estimation  is  equally  the  re- 
ward of  merit  in  all  ranks — exclnsiona 
there  are  none.  If  we  had  the  power, 
would  it  be  wise,  or  even  expedient,  to 
maintain  a  monopoly  which  is  invidious  I 
The  thing  cannot  be  permitted :  it  is  out 
of  our  power  to  protect  it,  and  I  will 
add,  it  ought  not  to  be  attempted.-.Tbe 
temptation  which  will  be  held  out  by  the 
wealthy,  for  procuring  that  which  is 
deemed  a  luxury,  will  defeat  any  penalty, 
any  punishment,  we  can  inflict.  Both 
wisdom  and  humanity  demand  of  us  to 
remove  all  obstacles  to  the  fair  and  epea 
sale  of  game.  So  obnoxious  are  the 
game  laws,  that  few  consider  the  trans- 
gression of  them  a  crime.  The  cause  and 
the  efect  are  too  remote.  The  proprietora 
of  land  under  100^.  a  year  consider  these 
laws  as  a  direct  violation  of  every  principle 
of  justice.  The  labouring  dasses,  one 
and  all,  share  this  opinion,  and  the  ooJy 
motive  operating  on  their  minds  to  restrain 
them  from  the  destruction  of  it  is  the  fear 
of  punishment.— A  right  founded  on  in- 
justice is,  in  truth,  entitled  to  no  respect. 
The  poacher  considers  he  is  only  retaliat- 
ing tne  wrong  done  to  all  that  class  of 
proprietors  who  are  below  the  scale  of  the 
monopoly.  By  rendering  game  property, 
and  by  givins;  to  every  one  the  ri^ht  which 
belongs  to  him,  mankind  wouKi  be  in- 
duced to  view  tlie  subject  in  a  very  differ- 
ent light.  Gentlemen  are  much  mistaken 
if  they  attribute  the  decrease  of  game  to 
the  destruction  of  it  by  poachers.  It  is 
the  tyranny,  the  oppression  of  the  laws 
for  its  orotection,  that  causes  its  decrease. 
How  tew  are  there  who  preserve  their 
game  with  strictness !  How  large  a  part 
of  the  possessors  of  landed  property  have 
a  direct  interest  in  its  destruction !  Make 
the  laws  eauitable,  and  every  one  would 
be  found  aisposed  to  protect  it.  The  in- 
crease would  then  soon  be  seen,  as  every 
great  town  in  the  kingdom  would  be  sup- 
plied without  the  least  interference  with 
the  pleasurable  pursuits  of  sportsmen. 
The  poacher  would  then  have  not  only 
all  the  penalties  of  the  law  to  hasard,  but 
he  would  incur  the  odium  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  there  would  be  so  multiplied  an  m- 
terest  against  him,  that  few  would  be  so 
fool-hardy  as  to  attempt  it,  while  the  temp- 
tation would  be  lessened  by  the  prices  of 
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game  being  reduced.— Sir,  the  principle 
of  espionage  which  this  bill  is  calculated 
to  establish  is  what  1  detest ;  it  is  contrary 
to  every  British  teeling.  To  put  masters 
in  the  power  of  their  servants  is  odious* 
To  hold  out  a  temptation  to  a  domestic  in 
a  moment  of  irritation  to  such  revenge,  is 
to  open  a  door  to  the  destruction  of  the 
individual.  If  the  bill  should  work  at  all, 
it  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try. Believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  will  be 
either  nugatory,  or  will  give  greater  facili* 
ties  to  the  conviction  of  inferior  offenders 
only — in  either  view  I  am  hostile  to  the 
measure :  I  would  not  consent,  for  one, 
to  any  step  that  could  have  the  least  ten* 
dency  to  perpetuate  the  game  laws.  If 
eame  can  only  be  preserved  by  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  liberty  of  twelve  hundred  Bri- 
tish subjects,  I  should  rejoice  at  any  means 
which  could  at  once  be  invented  for  the 
total  destruction  and  extinction  of  it.  I 
say,  Sir,  that  for  one,  I  feel  it  a  national 
reproach  that  the  preservation  of  game 
should  be  mamtained  by  such  a  visitation 
of  legal  misery  to  my  fellow  creatures ; 
and  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  legislature, 
by  adapting  laws  to  the  existing  state  and 
circumstances  of  the  country,  not  only  to 
cure  these  crying  evils,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  contribute,  in  a  high  degree  to 
the  comfort,  and  increase  the  amusement 
of  the  sportsman. 

Mr.  i?ran(/oppo8ed  the  bill.  The  game 
laws,  as  they  at  present  existed,  were,  he 
said,  opposed  to  nature,  justice,  morality, 
and  social  intercourse.  Their  severity 
ought  to  be  diminished  instead  of  being 
increased.  The  system  demoralized  the 
lower  orders ;  for  persons  who  were  rich 
would  buy  game  at  any  events.  It  was 
also  objectionable  on  the  principle  of  uni- 
versal justice;  it  was  but  fair  that  he 
who  maintained  the  game  should  have 
the  enjo3rment  of  it,  and  the  occupier  main- 
tained the  game  as  much  as  his  own 
stock.  For  the  last  two  years  he  had  in- 
tended to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
House,  but  had  delayed  it,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  its  difficulty,  and  partly  because 
another  measure  was  before  the  House, 
and  he  wished  to  hear  the  opinions 
of  some,  who  he  knew,  agreea  with 
him,  and  others  who  differed.  He  op- 
posed the  bill,  in  the  hope  that  toe 
present  cruel  and  mischievous  system 
might  meet  with  reprobation;  and  he 
trusted  that  they  would  get  rid  of  this 
absurd  remnant  of  feudal  aristocracy, 
which  caused  so   much  discontent  and 
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bribed  the  poor  into  vice.  He  wished  to 
make  game  property,  and  give  all  who 
could  afford  it  an  equal  chance  of  the  en« 
joyment.  It  had  been  objected  to  this 
plan,  that  if  a  man  made  a  oreserve  for 
the  purpose  of  sale,  his  neigboour  might 
kill  all  his  game  that  flew  out  of  the  pre- 
serve ;  and  so,  in  his  opinion,  the  neigh- 
bour ought,  for  he  contributed  mainly  to 
its  support,  and  the  preserver  might  avoid 
the  iQconveoienee  by  purchasing  the  next 
field.  The  oppressive  severity  with  which, 
the  present  laws  were  enforced,  was  at- 
tested by  the  fact  of  1,900  persons  having 
been  imprisoned  for  offences  relating  to 
the  game  last  year,  and  their  resistance 
had  caused  the  death  of  many  others. 
Besides  all  this,  the  poacher's  nabtta  led 
to  other  vices,  and  the  laws  that  attempted 
to  repress  them  w«re  in  every  respect  pro- 
motive of  the  oril. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  the  bill  waa  nroMh 
cessary.  Unqualified  persons  were  already 
subject  to  penalties  for  having  same  in 
their  possession,  and  a  bill  which  prob»- 
bited  purchasing  could    not    prevent  {t 
more  tnan  those  penalties.  As  to  qualified 
persons,  they  bad  a  right  to  the  poaseo- 
sion ;  and  tlierefore  to  convict  them  under 
this  bill,  the  contract   must  be  proved. 
But  by  whom  i  by  the  seller  ?— >would  he 
so  destroy  his   own  market  ?      By  the 
poacher? — would  he  impeach    his    beat 
friend  ?  The  contract  could  only  be  proved 
by  the  treachery  of  servants  or  near  rela- 
tions, and  by  creating  dissension  in  fami- 
lies. Claoaes  of  this  description,  excusing 
an  offender  if  he  discoverea  another,  had 
been  found  ineffectual  in  other  statutes : 
for  holding  out   indemnification  to   the 
person  who  made  discovery  of  an  offence, 
and  therefore  excusing  his  own,  led  only 
to  chicanery.      An  o&nder  might  inform 
against  a  person  in  league  with  him,  who 
was  constantly  on  the  move,  and  in  some 
distant  country.      In  the  statutes  against 
bribery,  a  clause  of  this  description  had 
wholly  failed,  and  the  law  only  removed 
the  panishment  from  the    head    of  the 
tempter  to  one  who  was  comparatively 
innocent.     In  all  our  penal  statutes,  the 
offence  was,  having  goods  in  possession, 
not  merely  buying.  Tliua,  aa  to  smuggled 
goods,  or  the  embezzling  of  naval  stores 
The  bill  did  not  say  that  game  had  de- 
creased, and  he  believed  that  it  had  con- 
siderably increased  in  quantity.     As  to 
the  proposal  for  making  game  property, 
he  did  not  think  it  would  obviate  stll  the 
evila  of  the  gane  laws ;  it  night  be  verj 
(2N) 
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^elt  fi»f  one  whp  pd^se^s^d  a  wholepaiMb, 
h»t  Xhfi  imall  landholder  mi^bt  nud  it 
w.ortb  hii  while  lo  league  with  pjoaohers, 
and  aUoiF  Ihein  to  decoy  his  neighbours 
same  on  his  own  slip  of  lajpd.  In  France 
at  was  found  advantageous  for  the  com- 
mupe  U>  appoint  a  ganve4;ie.eperi  and  let 
4n^  person  jsport  who  would  pay  for  the 
priyiiege.  Though  lie  despaired  of  aeeiog 
any  radical  chaise  in  the  game  laws,  be 
iJbought  the  preaeiMt  bill  uooeeessary. 

Sir  C  Burrell  defendeii  ^e  bW.  The 
gpQie-iaws»  be  saidi  occaaioQeii  no  injua- 
tice  where  the  landlord  retytped  in  his 
lease  the  right  of  sparting.  He  Uiouf  ht 
the  bill  would  not  haye  the  efiect  of  shift- 
ing the  punishment  from  the  most  guilty. 
«A$  to  the  1,200  persona  pamniitted,  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  crioies  in  every 
«ay»  and  this  was  but  a  small  proportiop 
4>i  the  whole.  A  man  /sT  large  personal 
nrpperty  would  in  All  probability  have  a 
Jmadred  acres  of  land  somewhere,  so  that 
>thore  was  no  exclusion  in  the, present  sya- 
Um*  It  iras  not  that  system  which  eii^ 
jgouraged  crime,  but  the  purchasers  of 
game.  There  had  been  very  little  unani- 
mity  in  the  former  oomnaittjee,  except  on 
•the  questioo  as  to  the  sale  of  game.  He 
.himself  wished  that  game  to  be  made  pro- 
perty ;  he  thought  it  the  only  way  to  cure 
the  evils  of  the  game  laws.  But  as  he 
considered  the  present  bill  salutary,  and 
as  the  House  was  so  thin,  he  should  move 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  Monday 
.the  18th. 

Colonel  Wood  objected  .to  the  bill, 
which  he  remarked  was  very  different 
from  that  which  he  had  last  year  introduced 
to  the  House.  He  feared  the  poacher 
would  only  be  encouraged  by  the  bill,  to 
commit  depredations,  from  the  circum- 
ataoce  of  the  fruits  of  his  plunder  hereby 
carrying  a  greater  price.  He  would  wish  to 
see  ey^Tj  person  enjoying  his  property  in 
tbit  respect,  as  he  thought  best.  Some 
enclosures  would  then  be  carefully  pre- 
served for  purposes  of  sport,  whilst  others 
would  be  preserved  for  purposes  of  sale- 
The  game  would  thus  lose  its  fictitious  va- 
lue, and  though  a  partridge  might  be  ren- 
dered of  more  no  worth  than  a  pigeon,  or  a 
pheasant  than  a  barn-door  fowl,  there 
would  not  be  one  sportsman  the  lest,  nor 
would  the  pleasure  of  the  sport  be  one 
whit  diminished.  No  animal  was  less 
▼aluable  than  the  fox,  ^et  no  sport  was 
more  congenial  to  Englishmen  tnan  fox* 
hunting. 

Mr*  Cumtn^  in  reply  to  sir  C.  Bunrelli 
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who  complained  that  be  bad  used  iiiifiar<- 
iiamentary  language  in  the  epithets  ap- 
plied to  the  game  laws,  observed,  thatthe 
£ngUsh  language  did  not  contain  any 
mode  of  expression  that  could  sufficiently 
express^tbe  injustice,  tyranny,  and  oppicf- 
sionofthe  game  laws.  Could  any  man 
view,  without  feeljngs  of  detestation,  laws 
which  left  the  quantum  of  punishment  to 
the  option  of  the  individual  I  The  killing 
of  a  partridge  in  one  instance,  was  pu- 
aisbed  by  a  fine  of  five  pounds,  the  saoae 
i^nce  by  suing  in  a  court  of  law  waa 
made  eighty  or  a  himdred  pounds — thua 
amounting  to  imprisonment  for  life* 
Could  such  a  systiem  be  treated  with  too 
much  abhorrence. 

The  second  reading  waa  then  delenred 
till  the  18di. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS 

Thursday^  May  7* 

CoT70K  FACToarEa  Bxll.3  Lord 
Kenyan  wished  to  know,  with  regard  to 
the  Cotton  Factories  bill,  whether  noble 
lords  would  object  to  the  second  readiiigy 
upon  the  Understandingthat  the  discusaiua 
spould  be  taken  in  a  subsequent  stage*  If 
there  were  no  objection  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement, he  would  give  notice  of  hia 
intention  to  move  the  second  reading  to* 
morrow. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  be  had 
an  objection  to  the  clauses  in  this  biU» 
which  went  to  limit  the  number  of  hoora 
of  labour,  and  which  in  &xinf  a  maximum 
of  labour,  indirectly  establuhed  a  maxi- 
mum of  wages*  This  was  wholly  contnuy 
to  the  hitlierto  established  system,  an4 
was,  in  his  opinion,  an  interference  wilh 
free  labour  which  might  be  produotive  of 
highly  injurious  conseauences.  As,  how- 
oyer,  his  objections  did  notap[4y  somuch 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  to  the 
clauses,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  the  noble  lord. 

Ilie  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  l^e  hiighly 
approved  of  the  bill,  and  considered  it  so 
much  a  principle  of  the  common  law  of 
the  land  that  children  should  not  be  over* 
worked,  that  he  was  desirous  some  words 
should  be  introduced  into  the  bill  to  de- 
clare this  fact.  He  agreed  with  the  noUe 
earl,  that  free  labour  ought  not  to  be  in* 
terfered  with,  however  unwholesome  or 
deleterious  might  be  the  nature  of  the 
business  or  manufacture;  but  to  have 
free  labour,  there  must  be  free  u;enta ; 
and  he  cootended,  that  the  children  to 


M9}  Duke  of  Cambridge's  Annuity  m.  May  7»  1818. 


[550 


i^htm  tMVbilf  a|»j>Iied  were  Hot  free  agents 
D6r  eouM  they,  in  unv  sense,  be  bo  consi- 
dered, tt  was  tliereTore  neeessai^  to  re* 
8l>r€  to  ilonte  legisFattre  enactments,  t6 
pretent  fheoi  frotn  being  exposed  to  thai 
^cessire  laboar,  to  which  tlitre  was  no 
doubt,  they  were  at  present  exposed  in 
c5otton  fkctoriM ;  nor  was  there  any  donbt 
tHat  scik>h  excessive  labour  was  highly  in- 
jorfous  to  them. 

DtrS!lt     09    eAMB«IiyG«'S      ANNtTin' 

Bvt  L.}  The  Earl  ofLiverpod  having  moved 
tbethifd  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting  an 
^irfmicy  to  the  duke  of  Cattibridge,  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale  moved  that  the  message 
fhmi  the  Crown,  relative  to  the  marriage 
of  the  royal  dnftes  be  read.  The  clerk 
having  rea'd*  the  Message*  and  the  Address 
voted  thefeoD, 

The^  Earl  of  Lauderdak  ssSd,  he  had 
dSMired  the  message  and  the  address  tpbe 
read,  ?n  order  to  brifig  tothei^  lordships 
recollection  that  a  principle  had  been 
impfied  in  the  proceedings  which  had 
takenr  plaee  on  this  subject.  The  declared 
principle  on  which  ^elr  lordships  had 
acted  was,  that  provision  was  to  be  made 
fof  certain  memWs  of  the  roval  family, 
in  consequence  of  dteif  n\ipfiafs.  It  was 
not,  that  provisfonrshouh!  be  made  for  one 
111  preference  to^  another,  but  for  all  such 
members  of  the  royai  family  as  married 
wfth  the  consent  of  rtie  Crown.  Their 
lordships  knew  it  to  be  the  law,  that 
no-  member  of  the  royal  family  could 
marry  Without  the  consent  of  the  Crown. 
ff  that  was  an  improper  law,  it  ought 
io  be  altered;  but,  while  it  existed, 
it  should  be  fliirly  acted  upon.  Oh 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  desertion  of  duty 
in  parliament  to  make  it  a  matter  of  fa- 
vour, whether  or  not  a  provision  should 
be  voted,  after  a  marriage  had  been  regu- 
larly confratoted  according  to  the  law. 
The  provision  was  a  mere  abstract  ques* 
dot},  which  ought  to  have  no  reference 
either  to  party  feelings  or  prejudices  of 
any  kh)d.  If  it  was  wimheld  on  account  of 
any^pirticalar  prejudice,  it  mieht  be  grant- 
ed from*  motives  of  favour.  Thus  a  system 
miglit  be  estabfrehed  of  granting  money 
itterefy  od  the  grounds  of  fkvour  or  preju- 
dSbe,  and  this  might  be  carried  so  far  as 
to  lead  tor  the  dangeroliS  and  unconstitu*- 
tional  practice  of  canvassing  parliament 
when  such  grants  were  in  contemplation. 
Id  looking  at  the  bills  on  the  table,  their 
lordships  would  ffnd  that  there  was  one 
mend^er  of  the  royal  fieunily  who  had  mar* 


ried,  wkb  t)ie  consenft  of  t^he  Crown,  and 
for  Whom  m>  provision'  had  yet  been  made. 
Now,  if  the  question  was  viewed  by  their 
lordships  in  the  light  inf  which  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  place  it,  they  would  be  of 
opinioh,  that  an  abstract  right  of  provision' 
eitisted  in  consequence  <?the  marriage. 
It  appeared,  however,  from  what  had  been 
done  in  this  case,  that  some  otherprincrpTe 
rtust  guide  the  decidons  of  another  place. 
Whether  it  was  that  provision  oughtl  to  be 

S anted  from  fevour,  or  withheld  from  £s- 
:e,  or  on  some  other  ground  equally 
objectionable,  he  could  not  sSy.  To  him, 
Imwevet,  this*  praceeding  appeared  in  the 
iiMost  degree'  unfUr  and  improper.  With 
that  member  of  the  i^oyal  family  who 
stood  to  the  sTtuati(yn  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted he  was  m  no  Way  connected.  No 
matf  couM  have  been  more  politrcsdiy 
ImMile  to  him ;  but  no'  fttt  was*  that  iVom 
ei^cittng  any  feeTmgs  of  animosity  \ti  his 
mind,  that  he  the^  more  respected  the  royal 
duke,  for  having  acted  with  zeal  and  sin- 
cerity in  support  of  the  political  princi- 
ples arhich  he  thought  right.  There  was 
another  illustrious  person  nearly  connected 
with  the  roya^  duke,  against  whom  a  pre- 
judice had  existed  in  a  certain  quarter. 
He  was  happy,  however,  to  see,  from  one 
of  the  bills  on  the  table,  that  if  that  pre- 
judice had  prevailed  in  another  place,  it 
was  now  removed;  but  why  a  stigma 
shouM  be  cast  without  any  apparent  rea- 
son, on  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  was 
what  he  could  not  understand.  If  there 
dfid  exbt  any  real  ground  for  stigmatizing 
that  illustrious  person,  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  introduce  a  bill  to  exclude 
him  fVom  the  Crown  :  but  while  he  was 
allowed  to  retain  his  rank  in  the  order  o( 
succession,  it  was  most  unfair  and  uncan- 
did  td  withhold  fVom  him  that  provision 
which  ought  to  be  granted  on  principles' 
abstracted  fi'om  any  personal  considera- 
tions. In  this  situation,  it  had  become  a 
matter  of  consideration  with  the  consort 
of  the  foyal  duke,  whether  she  could  ac- 
cept the  grant  made  by  parliament.  Her 
feelings' would  have  inclined  her  to  refuse 
it ;  but  he  tKouf^t  she  had  acted  properly 
in  consulting  her  royal  consort,  and  in 
complying  with  his  advice.  She  had  ex- 
hibited an  example  of  that  propriety  of 
cond\ict  which  became  a  princess  of  the 
royal  family  of  England,  by  yielding  to 
the  will  of  parliament.  With  respect  to 
herself,  there  was  now  nothing  to  injure 
her  feelings;  except  the  observations 
whicK  had  appeared  in  the  public  papers, 
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and  these  he  could  not  help  believing  to 
be  niisrepresentations  of  what  had  passed 
in  another  place.    He  did  not  suppose  it 

gossihle  that  there  could  be  any  person  so 
ase  as  to  malign  an  illustrious  stranger 
in  the  way  the  representations  to  which 
be  had  alluded  indicated.  If  there  were 
any  man  possessing  such  a  mind,  he  might 
p^erhaps  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  he  had  given  pain  ;  but  he  would  also 
see  an  example  cf  the  exercise  of  the 
most  virtuous  feelings  in  the  quarter  where 
he  had  thrown  his  unjust  reflections.  He 
had  thought  it  his  duty  to  say  thus  much 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  under  considera* 
lion.  Their  lordships,  he  was  confident, 
would  give  him  credit  for  not  wish- 
ing to  give  offence  to  the  feelings  of  any 
one.  He  had  the  consolation  of  reflecting 
that  he  could  never  accuse  himself  of  do* 
ing  any  thing  to  promote  discord  in  quar- 
ters where  agreement  was  most  important 
being  of  opmion«  that  in  all  situations 
from  ihe  highest  to  tlie  lowest,  union 
was  the  first  and  mo&t  important  of  do- 
mestic virtues.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill| 
but  bad  considered  himself  bound  to  ex- 
plain  to  their  lordships  the  view  he  enter- 
tained of  the  measure. 

Lord  HfjUand  said^  he  did  not  object 
to  this  grant  on  account  of  its  amount, 
but  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  given.  He  should  not,  however,  have 
troubled  their  lordships  with  any  observa- 
tions on  the  motion,  had  he  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  noticesome  part  of  whathad 
fallen  from  his  noble  friend  near  him.  He 
wished  to  remind  his  noble  friend,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  old  constitutional  system, 
much  anterior  to  that  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, provision  was  always  made  for  the 
members  of  the  royal  family  out  of  the 
levenues  of  the  Crown,  and  these  reve- 
«Mies  were  subject  lo  the  control  of  parlia^ 
ment.  The  ancient  principle  was,  that 
such  a  sum  should  be  granted  to  the 
Crown  as  speared  sufficient  to  support 
its  splendor  and  dignity;  and  the  branches 
of  tne  royal  family,  as  part  of  that  splen-* 
dor  and  dignity,  were  supplied  from  the 
same  sum.  When  be  considered  the  sums 
of  money  which  had,  at  different  periods 
during  the  present  reign,  been  voted  by 
parliament  to  the  Crown,  he  could  not 
belp  considering  them  fully  adequate  to 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  destined ; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  splendor 
of  the  Crown  would  be  much  better  con- 
iiulte49  ^  the  provisions  necessary  on 


the  marriage  of  members  of  the  royal 
family  were  advanced  out  of  these  sums, 
than  by  applying  to  parliament  for  addi- 
tional grants  with  the  chance  of  having  to 
experience  a  refusal.  Such  a  result  was 
in  itself  a  considerable  evil,  besides  the 
disagreeable  situation  in  which  such  ap- 
plications placed  public  men.  The  course 
taken,  was,  however,  as  hehad  said,  totally 
unnecessary,  for  not  less  tlian  a  million  a 
year,  independently  of  the  droits  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  other  sources  which  be 
should  not  now  name,  went  to  the  sup« 
port  of  the  dignity  and  splendor  of  the 
Crown.  But  he  could  not  help  adverting 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  business  had 
come  before  their  lordships.  After  the 
noble  earl  had  brought  down  the  message 
from  the  Crown,  he  had  chosen  to  depart 
from  the  usual  practice,  and  adjourned 
the  motion  for  an  address,  because  he  had 
not  made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  he 
ought  to  propose.  When,  however,  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  did  come  on, 
he  detailed  the  sums  which,  he  said,  ousht 
to  be  granted,  and  declared  that  nothing 
less  could  do.  The  measure,  howeyer, 
now  came  before  their  lordships  in  a  very 
different  shape.  The  noble  earl  might 
have  had  very  sufficient  reasons  for  chang* 
ing  his  opinion,  and  finding  that  a  less 
sum  would  be  sufficient ;  but  he  had  never 
yet  stated  those  reasons.  He  recollected 
that,  when  there  was  a  proposition  for  re- 
ducmg  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  though  the 
question  turned  only  on  1,000^  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Prince  Regent  declared  that 
they  could  not  carry  on  the  government  of 
the  country  if  they  were  obliged  to  make 
that  reduction ;  but  now,  thoush  they  had 
thought  it  right  to  recommend  very  laige 
sums  to  members  of  the  royal  family,  they 
could  endure  the  rejection  of  their  propo- 
sition with  the  greatest  tranquillity.  Thej 
had  pocketed  the  affront,  and  kept  their 
places.  At  the  same  time,  whetner  any 
explanation  should  be  given  on  this  sub- 
ject or  not,  he  agreed  with  hb  noble 
friend,  that  it  was  quite  improper  to  can« 
vass  the  characters  of  those  for  whom 
such  ^ants  were  proposed ;  but  then  his 
objection  went  to  the  whole  of  the  syilein 
which  had  been  acted  upon.  He  could 
not  admit  that  parliament  were  bound  to 
grant  a  provision  on  the  marriage  of  a 
member  of  the  royal  fiimily,  as  a  matter 
of  course ;  for  though  the  royal  marriage 
act  placed  in  the  Crown  the  sole  right  of 
consent,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the 
constitution  had  phiced  in  the  House  of 
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Commons  theeole  right  of  granting  money. 
It  vould  be  a  strange  proposition  to  say 
that,  because  the  Crown  had  given  its 
consent)  parliaroent  were  bound  to  grant 
any  demand  of  the  Crown  which  followed 
upon  that  consent ;  and  it  was  very  unfair 
to  infer  from  a  refusal,  that  a  bad  opinion 
must  necessarily  be  entertained  of  toe  in- 
dividual for  whom  the  application  had 
been  made.  It  was  not  fair  to  the  other 
House  of  parliament,  to  insinuate  that  its 
decisions  were  influenced  by  motives  of 
that  kmd.  He  had  risen,  however,  not  to 
oppose  the  sum  proposed  to  be  given,  but 
the  imposing  of  any  additional  burthen  on 
the  public.  It  was  not  the  amount,  but 
the  fund  from  which  it  was  taken,  that  he 
considered  objectionable.  It  was  most 
unjust  to  charge  the  consolidated  fund 
with  this  provision.  If  their  lordships 
considered  what  had  already  been  granted 
to  the  Crown  durmg  the  present  reign, 
they  would  find  that  it  enjoyed  at  least 
double,  whst,  at  the  commencement  of 
this  reign,  it  had  a  right  to  expect  [The 
earl  of  Liverpool  seemed  to  intimate  his 
dissent.1  He  had  come  down  unprepared 
with  calculations,  and  should  not  then  at- 
tempt to  enter  into  minute  details ;  but  he 
would  prove  what  he  then  asserted,  when- 
ever the  noble  earl  mi^ht  please  to  enter 
at  large  into  the  question.  He  would  de- 
monstrate that  the  Crown  now  received, 
for  the  support  of  its  dignity  and  splen- 
dor only,  totally  independent  of  what 
went  to  any  civil  or  military  services,  at 
least  double  of  the  revenue  it  had  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  parliament  to 
grant. 

The  Earl  of  JLioerpoo/ admitted  that  the 
granting  or  not  granting  of  a  provision, 
on  the  marriage  of  a  member  of  the  royal 
fiunily,  was  a  matter  within  the  jurisaic- 
tion  of  parliament.  The  noble  earl  who 
spoke  first  had  not  denied  that  proposi- 
tion, but  he  bad  fairly  contended,  that 
when  what  was  granted  to  one  was  with- 
held from  another,  a  reflexion  was  con- 
veyed. He  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  not  the 
right  of  acting  as  they  had  done;  but,  at 
the  same '  time,  he  perfectly  concurred 
with  the  noble  earl  in  the  general  princi- 
ples he  had  laid  down.  Such  distinctions 
made  by  psrliament  must  lead  t(T  decisions 
more  or  less  capricious  and  consequentiy 
unjust.  He  therefore  concurred  in  the 
opmion,  that  if  there  was  any  real  objec- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  illustrious  indi- 
vidual alluded  to,  it  ought  to  be  carried 


fivtheri  and  made  the  subject  of  a  parti* 
cular  measure :  unless  this  were  done,  all 
attempts  at  capricious  distinctions  were 
highly  censurable.  The  noble  ^ord  had 
adverted  to  the  proceedings  which  took 
place  on  the  message.  It  would  be  recoW 
lected  that  he  stated  when  be  moved  thm  • 
address,  what  appeared  in  his  opinion  a 
proper  provision.  Part  of  his  recommen* 
dation  had  been  assented  to»  and  part  re* 
fused.  This  was  an  occurrence  consis- 
tent with  the  nature  of  the  constitution. 
So  long  as  this  government  was  a  govern* 
ment  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  there 
must  exist  a  liability  to  such  decisions. 
He  must  say,  however,  that  he  did  not 
regret  Uie  decision  so  much  on  tiie  ac- 
count of  any  individuals  affected  by  it,  aa 
on  public  grounds,  because  he  aid  no^ 
think  the  question  had  been  determined 
on  the  principles  which  ought,  to  have  d«« 
cided  it.  But  the  noble  lord  iHd  not  ob- 
ject so  much  to  the  sum  as  to  the  fund 
whence  it  was  to  be  derived.  The  grant 
was  voted  on  thb  occasion,  as  usual,  out 
of  the  consolidated  fund.  The  marriage 
act,  it  was  true,  contained  noUiing  relative 
to  provisions  for  the  branches  of  the  royal 
family ;  but,  in  other  re^s  grants  for 
Uiat  purpose  had  been  made  by  parlia- 
ment, if  these  provisions  were  now 
thrown  on  the  consolidated  fund,  it  waa 
because  the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  since 
the  accession  of  his  present  majesty,  had 
been  placed  on  a  different  footing.  He 
did  not  dispute  with  the  noble  lord,  that 
the  hereditary  revenues  of  the  Crown  were 
subject  to  be  voted  by  parliament ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  recollected,  that  it  was  then 
the  practice  of  parliament  to  grant  a  mi- 
nimum of  revenue.  The  revenues  granted 
to  kin^  William,  queen  Anne,  and  other 
sovereigns,  were  capable  of  great  inerease. 
And  if  his  present  msjesty  had  enjoyed 
the  same  sort  of  improvable  revenue  which 
was  granted  to  his  ancestors,  instead  of 
receiving  one  million  as  the  noble  lord  had 
said,  the  Crown  would  now  be  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  two  millions  of  revenue.  The 
arrangement  which  had  been  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  reign,  in- 
stead of  leaving  to  the  Crown  an  improve 
able  revenue,  fixed  the  civil  list  at  a  de- 
termined sum;  thus  establishbg,  not  a 
minimum,  but  a  maximum  of  revenue. 
But  how  could  it  be  expected  that  the 
sum  then  voted  could  be  sufficient,  since 
it  was  given  at  a  time  when  his  majesty 
had  no  family?  The  numerous  ofipring 
which  hsa  majesty  had  had,  as  wdl  aa 
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nofilb  binroit  rtifgfie  tKink  prop^  Co  bVing 
it-  ftoWtttidf ;  and  H«f  waff  convinced  theft,  on 
a-ftfir  iii'^^tigatiofr,  it  wocMbeibund  ftfat' 
tifit  2LttMt^tM^t  made  alt  tiier  cdmnfienccf- 
nfeilt  of  the  r^e^nt  rdgn  hatf  pfece^  hi^ 
niflijl^tf  ia  a  le^  l^vd^rable^  sifuation'^lth 
r^j)ecti  ttf  re^ie^^  than  B»y  sorereiga 
since  the  I'^blMibb. 

The  Bii]  was'tfh^a  read  a-  thifd*  time,  and 
parsed* 
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StttJSE  OF  COMMONS. 
thursday,  Mai^  7. 

FoKofiRVOF  Bank  NoTaa— PEtirio^ 

picote  I/i^w?RPooL>3'  ^^*  Canning  pre* 
s^nt^  a  Prticvon  fmnv  ih^  merchants  and 
othcfr  it^habTtaRttf  df  LiverpooF,  eoMp^iain- 
im  of  f he^  ^eat  dittresi^  vihksh  a  mimbev 
of  peMont  in  ^Mt  town  and  its  MiglV- 
b^ttrboodf  fiufiered  froYft  the  tfvtthh&r  of 
forged  noteff  in-  cSrcnhftionv  and  pfaying- 
the  House  to  take  dnch  stepr  a^  mi^ht 
render  fdrgery  more  diflteult.  Th^  riglie 
heiik  gentleman  observed,  tfta€  not  citAy 
LiverpodI,  bat  the  whote  counfy  of  Lan- 
caifter,  ¥pM  interested  hi  hfsff  irrg  some  ef* 
feetiml  check  pot  to  the  practice  of  for- 
gory,  as  k  was  well  known  that  the  chfcuw 
lafion  of  money  there  consisted,  for  the 
moat  pant,  of  BiMik  ofBnglandone  and 
twopoimd  notes. 

The  petition  was  brougftr  up ;  amd^,  on 
the*  motion  thaC  it  do  lie  on  thfe*  taMe, 

General'  Gaaeoyne  stated,  thatf  tHe  m* 
convenience  resulting  to  the  poorer  classes* 
in  genenAf  in  Liverpool  and  the  whole 
cotmty  of  Lancaster,  from  the^eift  num<> 
bar  of  forged  notes  in  circniMfon' wassor 
great,  thai^  a  meeting  was  held  some  time 
baekfor  the  pwpose^  of  erecting*  prorin* 
cial"  banks,  where  the  Bank  of  Engtand 
notes  might  be^reeehred,  and  the  detection 
of  forged  notes  be  rendered  less  difficult^ 
At  that  nieeting  a  hope  was  expressed 
that  the*  Bank  themselves' wouldtake^soibe 
steps  to  render  the  fomry  of  their  notes- 
more  dMouft,  but  in  thiir  he'  Waff  sorry  1^ 
findhiffcoffstivaents  disappointed.  Nbsmch 
stepa  hadbeen  tatmii  and  the  consequence^ 
wtts^  that  the  evil  eontihued  radier  to  in- 
creMe  than  diminii^  Indeed,  so  great 
wail  the  prevalenoe  of  fbrgeries,  tfiat 
though  the  Bank  Had*  cAWsd-  iA  some  of 
their  ixo«b#  of  a'  certain  datei  cmd  oAsred 
to  pm  them'  in^  gohl,  many  poor'  persons 
who  aaM  aiiial^siim#^iii  lUem,  wei^  ^  ' " 


to  have'  tketiir  prt^^lflfbtiM'  leai  h  slidtiif  d  torn 
otrt'  tRaf  thef  were  forgeries  and  fh^ 
WAble  he  ddeain^.  tie  thought  thfb  w» 
a*  ease  in  wlirieh  ttte'  House  w*  eaUed 
lipon  to  interfere,  if  the  Banft'  d9d  not  of 
tNefr  own^  aecord  de^is^  some  ttt^^tda  to 
c^ieck  the  etil. 

Mr.  t/.  ;SMl^6be(?rved,  that  not  hsL^^mg 
bt^  in  th«i  Bouse  #hefi  fhi^qaestion  was 
before  it  o#  a  fbrnfter  evenkig,  he  wishfed 
t(^  eorreet  a  misMke'  which  had  been 
cj^ade;  Wi€h  res)^eef  Id'  prOdeciitiOttff  by 
the  Bffnft  soUdlor.  If  iMotsfi  M  iMeUm, 
that  ifli'  tftentdsectrtiotfis  whi^  were  car- 
ried on  by  the  Bank*  were  under  the  di- 
re^eitioo  of  ft  seledt  coniffiitt^  of  the  Di- 
rectors, and  that  tfiesoKcitor  had  only  U^ 
obey  the  instruetions  which  w^re'  grrear 
to  htm. 

i4r.  HAirining  sefid,  the  Bank  would  be 
^hrdto  find  that  provinciM'  batoka  were 
efftaMfelied  aa  the  Hm.  genitemah'  had 
mentioned,  fbt'  rtiey  had  nO'  de^fe  that 
their  snMiff  noises  e^ald  circ^atein  coun- 
ties so  remote  Arom  London.  As  to  the 
msmber  of  notes*  in  circulatton  ite  Lanca- 
shite,  he  could  nor  see  how  i^  was  to  be 
prevented  by  the  thnk,  smce  they  had  oir 
sevenA  occasions  giveto  noti^  in  ifte  ga- 
zettes* through'  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  they  were'  rea^  to  pa3r 
their  one  and  two  pound  notes  or  certain 
dates  in  gold'.  The  Bank  felt  disposed  to 
do^  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  inciease  of  fbrseries. 

Mr.  Canning  did  not  impute  any  disin- 
clination to  tl^  Bank  to  guard  the  public 
as  far  as-  ther  could,  from  the  evi(  now  so 
generally  felt  and  confessed.  But  he  did 
thfnk  that  soMMlktng  should  be  done  for 
that  remote  and  extensive  county,  which 
limits  its  currency  to  the  Bank  of  Eng« 
land  noleff  exclusively;  In*  answer  to  the 
lAleged  neglect  of  the  holders  of  die  norea 
of  1*81 5-  and  1816,  not  forwarding  them, 
He  beKeved'  that  the  hazard  of  llhese  notes 
being  rejeclfed  as  fbi^eries,  was  balanced 
against  the  desite  of  receiving  gold'  or 
freffh'pafper. 

The'  Petit^onf  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tM)le,  and  to'be  pdnted. 

TKA'KSty^aflPAKTrA  Tio  w.]  GcuerttF 
THofnton  r6ie;  pursuant  to  the  notice  he 
hrad  given,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  » 
bill  te  repeal*  those^  partaof  the  tfecu  of 
the  29tb  and  50th  of  Charles  !iSnd  re- 
miMng  a  dbdiiratlon  against  Transobstan- 
twtfbn,  dM  atfierting  the  wership  of 
tfce  diurd^  of  Rome  to  be  tdbfofrous* 
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for  tb«e  I'requeot  delays  which  bad  opciir- 
red  in  briagtn^  fonrfMrd  tbi0  moiiQiif  He 
)m4  put  it  off  in  cooQ^iKBiice  of  the«b- 
H^Qce  of  no  maoy  Irifh  mengbeniy  sod  ba 
was  ako  afraid»  thai  if  the  dfu^ation  of  Ca- 
tholic emancipatioo  diould  be  b«)0|bt 
forward  in  the  present  «essioii»  his  iD.otion 
might  be  supposed  to  interfere  with  it» 
which  was  a  circnmstance  be  hnr  ao  meoDa 
desired.  He  whb  uoifrj  to  find  tbat  his  noe 
tiop  was  mistaJsea  hj  wtm^  petsens  as  ^ 
^ueitioa  concerning  Catbciic  enancipnr 
tion.  I thad  indeed  by  some  beeasmdef  stood 
as  the  Cfithcrfic  jifuesyon.  It  was  no  «ucb 
thing,  for  he  should  never  think  oC  taking 
upon  hii»9e]ff  even  if  be  bad  the  abilities 
so  to  do»  that  important. nensure^  imm 
the  so  much  more  able  hands  in  which 
it  was  already  placed.  Hit  molioa  was 
jather  a  Protestant  than  pi  CaAoiic  ques- 
tion, for  it  was  a  sreater  stain  upon  Pro- 
testants to  bereTiXsrsin  thisrespectv  than 
it  was  upon  Catholics  to  be  feviled.  It 
ira«  e  8ort  of  srgumoit  in  favour  of  bis 
motion,  that  though  its  object  was  wi  long 
known,  there  had  been  no  petitionB  pre- 
sented against  it,  from  which  it  was  natu- 
ral to  infer,  that  Protestants  vrere  in  finrour 
of  jr.  The  first  part  of  the  declaration 
which  he  wuhed  to  see  abdished,  was 
that  which  related  to  Transubstantiation, 
though  it  iras  not  so  objectionable  as  the 
Other,^  which  condemned  the  religious 
worship  of  the  church  of  Rome  as  idola- 
^ous.  He  saw  no  right  that  any  legisla- 
ture had  to  make  any  man  sirear  to  the 
belief  or  disbelief  of  any  doctrine,  except 
it  was  one  by  the  bdief  in  which  the 
salety  of  the  state  might  be  affected.  The 
hon.  general  then  read  that  part  of  the 
declaration  which  referred  to  tnis  tenet  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  also  the 
part  which  condemns  the  sacrifice  of  the 
mass  as  idolatrous.  The  law  ordainine 
these  declarations  was,  he  observec^ 
passed  when  there  were  many  rumours  and 
alarms  of  the  plots  of  the  Catholics,  though 
he  believed  most  of  them  were  unfounded. 
The  established  church  was,  however, 
then  considered  to  be  in  danger,  and  the 
pore  so  as  Charles  2od  was  a  Catholic 
|n  his  heart,  and  as  his  brother,  the  then 
dttke  of  York,  openly  professed  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion.  But  even  then  an  opposi- 
tion was  made  to  the  bill  in  the  House  of 
Seers,  by  the  bishop  of  £ly«  who  declared 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  not  to  be 
idolatrous,  and  he  was  answered  by  bishop 
Barlow.    The  bill  passed  for  the  reasons 


^a^^^fiAy  anigMe4»  imt  '^  oonUnor  ho  ifiva- 

gined  that  the  .same  rea^ops  exiat^d  at 
|>i»sent«  The  lestaUished  chorch  wa#  not 
in  danger^  and  be  cooosived  thg^the  de- 
daraliion  o^gh[t  to  be  go|  rid  of  as  aU<tge- 

ther  unneceiicary*  1^^  ^^^  tost  j^aat  ihe 
path  of  supremacy,  and  he  conoaivpd  that 
(o  be  svficient  for  ever^  purpose  cpn- 
nocted  with  county  ot  (he  church  or 
i^ate.  If  a  person  took  the  <HUh  pf  an- 
preBiacy»  Jiethoagbt  it4|i|ite  enough^  for 
their  bdlef  in  Tranwbstantiation  aid  not 
by  anj  meana  imply  a  b^liaf  in  the  wipre- 
macy  of  the  pope.  He  would  mennont 
for  inaiance,  the  Christians  of  thoGredi: 
dvHTCbt  aU  of  whom  believed  in  TiaMub« 
.•Mnljation,  but  none  of  them  in  the  w- 
prcgwafy  of  the  pope.  It  vas  too  mudi 
to  evdode  an^  man  from  a  leat  in  that 
House  who  did  not  beUev e  the  latter» 
merely  hepau^ehe  cooaoientioualy  adharad 
to  the  former  doctriue-t— The  hon»  general 
then  contended,  that  the  doingairay  of  this 
iUibecaland  unnecetsary  declaratianj  ironid 
contribute  very  nMichtothecordi<dnniQni  of 
CfMtboUca  and  Protestants,  whi^  had  al- 
niady  begun  so  much  to  msnifeat  itself  in 
Ireland,  A  great  deal  o^  what  idready  ex- 
isted»  ho  attributed  to. the  judicious  dis- 
couragement of  Orange  pvocessiona  nod 
oiAer  paxty  diatinctiaos  in  Ireland^  The 
CalhoUc8«rf  Ireland  wou)d»  he  was  eertaiat 
feel  extreneiy  gfeateful  for  the  abolition 
of :  the  uoflecessary  and  useless  attack 
upon  their  religious  worship,  which  was 
c<mtained  in  the  declaration.  He  had  al- 
ready known  the  effinst  of  it  upon  them ; 
for  at  a  meeting  oi  the  Catholics  of  the 
county  of  Clare,  and  at  the  agn^CMle 
meeting  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  hdd 
in  Clarendoa-stceet  Chapel  in  Dublin,  in 
the  last  year,  thanks  wiere  voted  to  hioi 
for  even  the  notice  which  he  had  taken  of 
tliem.  He  was  certab  that  the  safety  of 
the  two  kingdoms  would  never  he  mooe 
permanently  secured  than  when  the  Ca- 
Uu^s  and  Protestants  should  be  cordi- 
ally united  by  conciliatory  nfeasures.  He 
felt  anxions  ibr  the  success  of  this  motiOD) 
and  he  hoped  that  if  it  dioold  not  meet 
the  sanction  of  the  House  at  praaent, 
some  more  able  member  would  faring  it 
forward  in  the  next  parliament,  io  which 
he  did  not  expect  the  honour  df  a  seati^i*- 
The  hon.  general  condoded  by  mo- 
ving, <<  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  repeal  such  parts  of  the  acts  of  the 
25th  ana  SQth  Charks  Snd  as  require,  in 
certain  cases,  dedarations  to  be  made 
against  the  Belief  of  Transubstantiation, 
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and  asserting  the  worship  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  to  be  idolatroas." 

Mr.  W*  Smith,  after  a  short  paase,  rose 
to  second  the  motion. 

Lord  CaHlereagh  begged  to  be  under- 
stood as  imputing  to  tne  hon.  and  gallant 
general  the  best  intentions  in  submitting 
the  proposition  then  before  the  House. 
He  believed,  however,  that  it  was  imper- 
fect in  point  of  order,  as  the  motion  should 
haye  been  for  a  committee  to  consider  of 
the  laws  whose  repeal  was  proposed.  But 
his  objection  to  it  was  not  on  the  ground 
of  form :  it  arose  from  the  conviction  that 
no  practical  conclusion  could  be  inferred 
from  its  adoption.  The  laws  moved  to  be 
repeded  were  associated  with  other  enact- 
ments, which  many  persons  in  the  country 
deemed  of  the  highest  importance.  So 
strongly  was  this  felt  by  the  advocates  of 
the  Catholics,  that  in  1812,  when  a  bill 
for  their  relief  was  introduced,  the  mea- 
sure of  indulgence  was  wisely  separated 
from  any  general  repeal  of  the  test  laws, 
and  even  a  special  law  of  that  nature  was 
proposed  for  the  Catholics.  To  urge, 
therefore,  any  such  repeal,  solely  on  ab- 
stract grounds,  was  to  commit  the  House 
on  a  most  embarrassing  question,  without 
Che  chance  of  any  practical  object  being 
the  result.  It  would  be  impossible  to  keep 
.  such  a  discussion  distinct  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Catholic  question :  and 
the  hon.  and  gallant  general  must  feel,  that 
if  entered  into,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
forcing  the  consideration,  in  opposition  to 
the  intentions  of  those  most  mterested. 
Without  any  feeling  of  disrespect  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  mover,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  fV.  I^ith  agreed  in  most  of  the 
observations  made  by  the  noble  lord  upon 
the  question,  but  he  did  not  wish,  as  it 
had  been  brought  forward,  that  it  should 
pass  without  observation.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  if  it  were  carried  it  would  not 
lead  directly  to  any  practical  good,  as  af- 
fecting the  present  restraints  upon  the 
Roman  Catholics;  at  the  same  time  he 
concurred  most  heartily  in  the  principle 
on  which  it  went.  There  was  an  (Ad  say- 
ing, that  **  words  will  not  alter  the  nature 
of  things ;''  but  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
words  oiten  went  to  give  a  very  different 
colouring  to  things,  and  often  to  mislead 
public  opinion  with  respect  to  them.  It 
was  the  case  with  the  declarations  to  which 
the  hon.  mover  alluded ;  they  did  not,  he 
was  certain,  keep  any  one  man  out  of  par- 
liament, but  at  tne  same  time  their  exis- 
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tence  tended  to  keep  afive  a  feeling  towards 
the  Roman  Catholics,  which  they  by  do 
means  deserved.  With  the  belidf  in  the 
doctrine  of  Transubstantiation,  however 
absurd,  he  thought  the  House  had  no  right 
to  interfere ;  and  there  were  many  men 
who  would  refuse  to  make  the  declaration 
who,  nevertheless,  were  as  well  qualified 
to  take  a  seat  in  the  House  as  any  member 
who  had  at  present  the  honour  of  sitting 
in  it.  The  real  test  was  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy, and  therefore  he  conceived  the 
other  to  be  unnecessary,  and  would  wish 
to  see  it  expunged  from  the  Statute  book  c 
its  continuance  there  could  be  of  no  use 
whatever. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and 
carried  without  a  division. 

Crown  Lands.]  Mr.  Huskision  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment of  parts  of  Hunaolt  forest,  in  Essex^ 
with  a  view  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
naval  timber.  He  adverted  to  tome  plans 
of  improvement  in  the  forests  that  had 
been  entertained  with  a  similar  view.  In 
Epping  Ibrest  it  had  been  found  there 
were  so  many  villas  connected  with  forest 
scenery,  &c.  that  any  plan  must  be  accom- 
panied with  considerable  limitations. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  extending  to  the  Crown  the  fullest 
power,  in  order  to  mske  the  property  of 
the  Crown  lands  most  available  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  What  he  had  to  express  his 
surprise  at  was,  the  diversity  exemplified 
in  the  manner  in  which  these  sales  were 
negociated.  In  looking  into  the  toIu- 
minous  reports  on  the  subject,  he  saw 
items  which,  to  understand,  required  some 
explanation  ;  and  others  which,  in  his 
juogment,  no  explanation  could  clear  up. 
The  diversity  with  which  the  honours  and 
forestal  privileges  were  disposed  of,  re- 
quired at  least  some  explanation.  In 
some  instances,  as  appeared  by  the  re- 
ports, large  sums  were  paid  by  individnals, 
while  in  others  they  were  bestowed  with- 
out any  remuneration.  In  the  purchases 
a  great  diversity  was  also  observable :  for 
instance,  a  sale  was  effected  in  favour  of 
a  noble  lord,  a  cabinet  minister,  for  tea 
years  purchase,  whilst  in  other  instances, 
the  transfers  were  made  at  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years.  Nine  thousand  pounds  and 
a  few  hundreds,  were  all  that  the  noble 
lord  paid  for  5O0L  per  annum.  Had  it 
been  an  open  sale,  he  had  good  reasona 
for  believing  that  a  wery  large  sum  would 
have  been  received  for  such  a  purchasew 
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It  was  indeed  evident  from  the  reports, 
that  where  a  public  competition  was  al- 
lowed, eighty  years  purcoase  was  given. 
It  was,  however,  but  a  solitary  instance ; 
as,  after  a  minute  search,  he  could  find  no 
public  sale,  but  the  one  he  alluded  to, 
namely,  a  portion  of  Crown  land  purchased 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  name  (he  could 
mention  the  name  as  there  was  no  undue 
favour^  of  Corbett  in  Merionethshire. 
As  to  nonours,  he  had  an  instance  in  a 
worthy  baronet,  a  member  of  that  House. 
That  worthy  baronet,  he  would  name  him, 
air  Walter  Stirling,  solicitous  of  this  de- 
acription  of  fflory  and  honour — barren  as 
they  were— had  actually  paid  3,000/.  for 
auch  a  pri?ilege,  while,  in  a  yariety  of  other 
instances,  they  were  lavished  on  indivi* 
duals  without  any  pecuniary  consideration. 
He  would  instance  another  case,  which  it 
was  his  intention,  on  some  future  day,  to 
bring  specifically  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  which  was  that  of  the  ba« 
rony  of  Kendal,  which  had  been  obtained 
by  lord  Lonsdale  at  thirty  years  purchase ; 
Ills  lordship  not  having  paid  a  farthing,  as 
the  hon.  baronet  had  done,  for  the  honours 
of  the  acouisition.  There  was  no  compe- 
tition in  tnis  case  more  than  in  the  others 
which  he  had  mentioned.  It  was  offered 
to  no  one  but  lord  Lonsdale,  to  whom 
the  possession  of  it  was  unquestionably 
more  valuable  than  to  any  other  person. 
It  was  true  that  it  had  been  valued  at  only 
thirty  years  purchase  by  two  surveyors  on 
oath ;  butany  one  who  had  witnessed  the 
proceediogs  m  a  court  of  law,  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  value  of  property, 
would  know  how  to  appreciate  such  an 
opinion ,  for  never  were  there  two  or  even 
ten  surveyors  brought  forward  on  the  one 
Mde  in  such  proce^ngs,  but  two  or  ten 
were  immediately  brought  forward  on  the 
other,  to  swear  to  a  value  diflferent  from 
that  sworn  to  by  the  former.  It  was  a 
mockery,  therefore,  to  talk  of  the  opinion 
of  two  surveyors,  as  a  test  of  the  value  of 
landed  property.  The  fact  was,  however, 
that  seven  or  eight  years  ago  lord  Lonsdale 
did(  on  such  an  opmiou,  obtain  the  ba« 
rony  of  Kendal  for  14,000/.,  although  he 
understood  it  would  at  the  time  have 
fetched  full  four  times  that  sum  if  it  had 
been  put  up  to  auction ;  and  he  was  ae* 
quainted  with  a  wealthy  individual,  who 
told  him  it  would  have  been  worth  his 
while  to  ^ive  three  times  that  amount  for 
it  himself.  He  understood  that  since  the 
purchase,  the  noble  lord  had  pained  more 
than  the  sum  which  he  oriffiaattV  nve* 
(VOL.XXXVm.)        ■»      -^  •     ' 


by  enfinmchisemeDts.  All  these  circura** 
stances  were  calculated  still  more  dis- 
tinctly to  prove,  that  the  only  safe  way  of 
dealing  with  the  property  of  the  Crown 
was,  to  set  it  up  by  auction. 

Mr.  HuMssan  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  m  his  general  principle, 
althoueh  the  way  in  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  stated  the  cases 
which  he  had  adduced  was  by  no  meana 
candid  towards  his  (nredecessors  in  the  o& 
fice  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  the  honour  to 
fill,  and  whose  proceedings  must  have 
undergone  the  revision  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury.  Instead  of  throwing  out  inst« 
nuations,  it  would  have  been  more  candid, 
on  the  part  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, to  have  called  for  papers  elucida- 
tory of  the  subject,  which  papers  would 
show  that  there  had  been  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  course  pursued  in  those  cases. 
He  admitted  that  it  was  very  desiraUo^ 
when  the  Crown  directed  the  sale  of  its 
landed  estates,  that  it  should  be  open  to 
competition^  Such  was  the  general  rule ; 
the  property  was  extensively  advertised^ 
and  every  cotnpetitor  was  anbrded  an  op- 
portunity of  oTOring  his  bidding.  But  the 
fact  was,  that  the  greater  part  of  what 
was  sold  consisted  of  trifling  fee-farm 
rents,  which  would  not  pay  the  expense 
of  an  auction.  In  all  such  cases  it  was 
the  general  rule,  when  it  was  wished  to 
sell  them,  to  offer  them  to  those  who  were 
most  interested  in  the  acquisition,  at 
thirty  years  purchase.  Since  he  had  been 
in  the  office  which  he  held,  he  knew  btiS 
one  instance  in  which  the  general  role  of 
inviting  competition  had  been  departed 
from ;  and  that  was  the  other  day*  when 
one  of  the  Crown  estates  was  sold  to  • 
member  of  parliament  (although  sitting 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House),  on  the 
assurance  that  he  bad,  some  years  ago* 
obtained  a  promise  that  if  it  were  ever  sold 
it  should  be  offered  to  him ;  and  the  price 
which  that  hon.  gentleman  gave  was,  he 
believed,  full  as  much  as  any  compedtioa 
could  have  procured.  With  respect  to 
the  particular  esses  adduced  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  as  none  of  them 
had  occurred  since  he  was  in  the  depart- 
ment, he  waa  not  able  immediately  to  ex- 
{rfaln  them ;  but  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  instead  of  throwing  out  insi- 
nuations against  cabinet  ministers  and 
others,  would  bring  forward  any  spedfio 
transaction,  he  was  persuaded  it  would  not 
be  found  to  warrant  the  inference  wfaicb 
the  hon.  and  leasDodgentlenMUi  attempted 

(2  0) 
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to  dr^w  from  iL  For  .tl>e  reason  Uijit  Jie 
had  just  assigned,  l^e  was  unable  imme- 
djateiy  to  explain  the  circumstances  at- 
tendant on  the  purchase  of  the  barony  of 
Kendal  by  lord  Lonsdale ;  but  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that  on  investigation  there  would 
appear  sufficient  reasons  for  the  course 
adopted  by  tlie  treasury*  Would  the  hon* 
a#id  learned  gentleman  sav»  that  a  person 
having  for  many  years  held  certain  estates 
as  a  lesBee>  was  not  a  reason  for  giving  bifla 
the  refusal  of  the  purchase  on  proper 
terms  ?  It  was  very  easy,  after  the  sale 
of  any  estate,  for  a  person  disappointed  of 
the  purchase  to  complain  of  the  mode  in 
i^bich  it  had  been  disposed  of;  but  the 
cases  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  he  had  no  doubt  were  free  from 
aU  just  grounds  of  imputation.  The  ge- 
neral rule  of  inviting  competition  he  had 
always  recommended  with  reference  both 
tp  the  public  interest  and  to  his  own  cha- 
r^iCter,  as  the  on]y  mode  in  which  a  fair 
price  could  be  obtained  by  ^he  public ;  and 
f|e  b^d  endeavoured  to  obtain  from  par- 
UiQient  the  ppwer  thus  to  dispose  oi  all 
such  unproductive  property  oi  the  Crown 
iritb  a  view  to  benefits  the  public  resources* 
Sir  James  Graham  said,  that  as  he  kaw 
qpmething  of  one  of  the  transactions  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
aUuded,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  offer  to 
tbe  House  a  fejv  obseryatiqiis  on  that 
tiirajisaction.  The  barony  of  Kendal  hM 
been  in  tb^  possespiop  of  tlie  Lonsdale 
jsouly  as  croyrn  lessees  for  150  years.  It 
consisted  of  a  variety  of  small  rents,  the 
expense  of  collecting  wbich  was  as  groat 
4s  the  value.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
gommissioneirs  of.  the  Crown  lands  to  sell 
these  rents.  Lord  Lonsdale  did  not  em- 
pioy  the  surveyors,  but  they  ivere  em- 
nioyed  by  the  commissionei^s  of  the  Crown 
l«n4s,  and  the  price  fi^ed  by  them  was 
such,  (hat  there  was  not  a  member  of  that 
House  vfho  would  have  given  it.  They 
were  in  &ct  valued  at  uitty  years  pur- 
ch4se;  an  enormous  price,  which  they 
CQuld  never  have  produced,  had .  they 
been  sold  by  auction;  fqr  the  rents 
amounted  to  httle  more  th^n  300^.  a-year. 
In  reply  to  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman's  assertion,  that  lord  IiOnsdale 
bad  recovered  his  original  pu^chnse  mo- 
ney by  enfranchisements,  he  couM  say 
irith  certainty  that  the  noble  lord  bad  not 
obtained  1,000/.  by  those  means.  la  his 
opiniooy  and  he  could  form  some  judg* 
ment  on  questions  of  this  natuve*  lord 
Lonad^  mA  given  Qi»«-t2urd  Dum  tbm 


the  value  of  the  property*  ^nd  pinfi^  9f 
much  as  anv  other  person  would  havp 
given  for  it,  oe  himself  having  at  the  tune 
a  life-interest  in  it. 

.  Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  the  rig)it  hon. 
gentleman,  and  the  lion,  baronet  had  m{a- 
understood  him.  He  hid  made  no  charse 
against  any  one.  He  had  only  asked,  why 
one  person  had  been  allowed  to  ^cquir^ 
crown  property  at  ten  years  purcfisi^s 
while  &om  others  twenty-five,  thirty,  and 
even  eighty  years  purchase  w&^q  required? 
Th^  hon.  baronet  had  also  completely 
mistaken  what  he  had  said  4)out  the 
barony  of  Kendal.  Ills  argument  was-^ 
why  did  not  the  Crown  do  as  the  purchaser 
of  that  barony  had  done  I — He  had  en- 
franchised the  occupants  at  a  certain  rate 
each,  pocketed  tlie  money  thus  obtained^ 
and  still  reserved  the  honours  attached. 
Whj  did  not  the  commissioners  pursue  a 
similar  course,  and  thus  secure  the  advan<« 
tages  residting  thereon  to  tlie  cpuntry, 
instead  of  throwing  them  into  the  lap  oC 
any  favoured  individual? 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  he  could  not 
hear  such  a  statement  made,  without  en^ 
deavouring  to  counteract  its  effect.  He 
could  assure  the  House^  that  the  noble 
lord  had  never  yet  received  a  thousanil 
pounds,  perhaps  Qot  above  Q^e  hundred 
pounds,  for  enfranchisements  on  the  pro* 
perty.  Could  thjs  partly  sum  be  coi>ai- 
4ered  any  approprute  or  a^TJin^gepua 
return  f^r  v^  very  large  an  advice  of 
money  on  tbe  purcJbii^e? — or  must  it  no^ 
be  obvious  to  all  t^at  these  tnisrq^r^en* 
t^tipns  9nd  clanipiprs  wf  re  p^t^pMjT  with? 
put  fojondatiop? 

4^ave  W0S  giyen  tp  bring  in  l)ie  I)i|I' 


Ali^s.]  Mt' LombUm  mit  be 
to  make  his  promised  motion  for  popief  of 
tjie  correspondence  that  had  taken  place 
|l)etween  thi^  goverpment  and  tha(  Q^  the 
Netherlands  respecting  Aljeni-  l^hea 
the  npble  lord  opposite  ipoved  fpr  the 
pontinuance  of  the  Alien  act»  he  ba4 
ftated  t)ie  principal  grounds  tp  |>ii^  the 
necessity  of  cp-pperatipg  with  JCoreiga 
g4^vernmen(^,  for  prp^cting  tbo^  gpv^rpr 
ments  from  the  machinations  of  disa^cted 
persons,  and  the  dangers  (hey  might  incpr 
from  Uieip.  The  noble  lord,  be  ^scrv^ 
shook  his  h^ad ;  but  so  be  bad'uqdecftQod 
him«  He  ivas  astpnisbed  i?beQ  he  r^ol- 
tected*th9t  the  noble  lord  had  alfoanid^ 
that  the  Alien  bill  was  brought  in  purely 
for  the  prptectiou  of  Bridsb  io|er«sta. 
IJoiri  Uui  aMumncei  be  could  by  np 
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meant  lecoodle  whh  the  adminioii  of  the 
noble  lord  to  whidi  he  had  before  alhided. 
He  proposed,  by  the  prodaction  of  these 
papergy  to  come  at  the  true  state  of  the 
mtention  of  his  majesty's  sovemmeiit  in 
this  respect;  and  he  should,  if  it  were 
considered  expedient  to  conceal  the 
names  of  persons  who  might  be  the  sub- 
ject of  these  comraoniaitionsi  consent  to 
the  copies  or  extracta  being  made  out  in 
blank,  as  was  not  unfrequent  in  such  cases. 
H^  concluded  with  moving^  **  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  hig  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
copies  or  extracts  of  all  correspondence, 
since  the  20th  of  November  1815,  between 
any  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries 
of  state,  or  his  majestv'a  mmisters  abroad, 
amd  the  ministers  of  foreign  states,  relat- 
ing to  Alieng;  also,  copies  or  extracts  Of 
Jalfcorrespondence,  since  the  20tb  of  No- 
irember  1815,  between  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretary  of  state  for  foreign  anairs, 
ttni  his  majesty's  ambassador  in  the  Ne- 
Iherhnds,  relating  to  passports  gmnted 
er  refused  to  individuals  either  going  to 
or  Codling  from  the  Netherlands,  not  being 
natives  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  the 
kin^om  of  the  Netherlands,  or  any  of 
theif  respective  dependencies." 

Lord  Casdereagh  denied  that  he  had 
draWn  any  drgument  in  favour  of  the  bill 
from  the  situation  of  the  Netherlands. 
He  had  only  endeavoured  to  show,  by 
way  of  contrast,  the  advantage  to  this 
country  of  having  an  Alien  hiU.  He 
cslled  on  getitlemen  to  point  out  an  in- 
stance in  which  government  had  abused 
the  powet  vested  in  them,  or  had  acted  in 
subserviency  to  the  wishes  of  other  govern- 
ments. He  objected  to  the  information 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  called  for, 
arhe  would  contend  that  government  had 
never  used  the  powers  of  this  bill  for  any 
other  pufpose  than  for  excluding  from 
thiir  coun^  those  suspected  persons  who 
wei^e  likelv  to  disturb  the  general  peace. 
HeoWec&d  toinaking  such  disclosures 
without  any  cause  being  sboWn  for  their 
necessity,  with  respect  to  the  character  or 
designs  of  any  individuals. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  it  wab  very  #ell  fyt 
thb  aoUe  lord  to  urge,  that  no  unconsti<- 
tutioBal  power  had  been  made  use  of  under 
tfab  act;  but  the  power  idtrusted  to  Aem 
was  so  extraordinary,  that  he  amnreheMted 
tM  wholh  thfti^  must  be  considered  aHaii 
i^ae  altogeiheh  a&dif  tf  riq^e  iadhMfad 


had  been  sent  otat  of  the  country,  he 
would  defy  the  noble  lord  tp  show  that 
the  interests  of  the  country  requh-ed  itL 
¥^at  was  the  nature  of  the  measure  re* 
specting  which  information  was  now  de^ 
med  ?  Was  it  too  much  to  demand  aii 
accourit  of  individuals  towards  whom  thi^ 

I  lower  had  been  exerted?  He  recol- 
ected  the  case  of  some  merdiants  who 
were  coming  to  this  country  to  trr  t6 
obtain  their  debts;  from  information  gfvedi 
they  were  said  to  be  coming  upon  soma 
plan  of  assassination;  but  it  proved  to  be 
only  a  malicious  tridc  of  the  creditors 
here.  He  recollected  the  case  of  a  pro- 
fessor of  music,  who,  being  informed 
against,  was  about  to  be  sent  out  of  the 
country  under  the  Alien  act,  but  being 
acquainted  with  some  clerk  in  office,  he 
escaped.  It  was  impossible  not  to  see  on 
what  slight  grounds  the  powers  given  to 
government  by  this  bill  might  be  exer- 
cised* In  his  opinion,  it  was  a  measure 
most  disgraceful  to  those  who  had  pro** 
poifed  it ;  most  unconstitutional ;  hostile  tO 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  contrary  to  the 

f}o\icj  of  all  former  times.  The  noble 
ord  hlid  given  no  reason  Why  he  shotild 
not  furnish  the  information,  ahd  therefore 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  support  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  friend.   , 

Mr.  Ahercromhy  thought  the  reasoning 
of  Hie  noble  lord  was  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  names,  as  he  had  stated 
that  the  ol^ecto  of  the  bill  were  truly  Bri- 
tish, atad  that  no  person  had  been  sent  odt 
of  the  country  in  subservience  to  any 
fbreigti  power.  It  was  necessary  for  the 
House  to  know  the  spirit  which  actuated 
ministers  upon  this  subject,  and  to  have  a 
cbrrect  statement  df  What  had  taken  place 
between  the  British  govemmerit  and  thai 
of  the  Netherlands.  From  the  production 
of  that  correspondence  it  would  af^pelir 
whether  mihisters  had  interfered  or  not 
with  the  Aliens  of  foreign  governments 
The  noble  lord  admitted  that  if  we  inter* 
fered  m  the  case  of  the  Aliens  of  foreiffd 
governments,  we  could  not  deny  a  simiw 
right  of  interference  on  their  part.  He 
was  inclined  to  think  that  the  measure 
was  intended  to  operate  for  other  purposes 
than  those  that  had  been  alleged. 

Mr.  Bennet  thought  it  a  very  bad  symp- 
tom when  a  government  having  the  means 
o^f<ed  to  it  of  exculpating  itself  from  a 
^ar^  preferred  against  it,  refused  to 
aittilitsrifofthem. 

•  Mr.  £m»Men'  said,  be  could  not  receive 
tlw  i^le  ford%  ex^mafanasssftisfiietory. 
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He  would  now  ask  him  whether  be  had 
not  joined  with  the  rest  of  the  allied 
powers  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
m  demanding  that  certain  Frenchmen 
should  be  given  up  who  had  taken  refuge 
in  Switzerland,  the  Netherlands,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine?  If  so,  this  would 
show  that  he  did  interfere  with  other 
powers  in  a  manner  that  must  be  conceived 
to  be  highly  unjustifiable.  He  should, 
however,  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  his  motion. 

The  House  then  divided : 

Ayes • •  SO 

Noes 68 

Majority _S8 

List  of  the  Minority* 


Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Atherley,  Arthur 
Brougham,  Henry 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Calcraft,  John 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Douelas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Dundas,  Charles 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Heron,  sir  Robt. 
Latouche,  John 
l^fevre,  C.  S. 
Uoyd,  J.  M. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Moore,  Peter 
Newport,  sir.  J. 
North,  Dudley 


Ossulston,  lord 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Pamell,  W. 
Ponsonhy,  hon.  F. 
RancUffe,  lord 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  8. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Smith,  W. 
Teed,  John 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Wilkins,  Walter 
Wood,  Mathew 
Tellers. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 


Officii  of  Constable  iv  Irflakb.] 
Sir  Henry  ParnM^  in  moving  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee,  to  in« 
Quire  into  the  state  of  the  laws  relating  to 
the  Office  of  Constable  in  Ireland,  and  to 
report  their  observations  thereon,  wished 
to  state  shortly  to  the  House  the  grounds 
•D  which  he  was  induced  to  submit  that 
motion  to  the  House,  and  the  consequences 
which  he  expected  to  result  from  it. 
From  his  own  experience,  and  from  various 
communications  which  he  had  had  with 
magistrates  in  different  parts  of  Ireland, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  laws  for  regu« 
lating  the  office  of  constable  required  al- 
teration.  With  respect  to  the  magistracy 
of  Ireland,  though  there  might  be  some 
few  exceptions,  he  believed  that  it  was 
generally  good ;  and  any  person,  acquaint- 
ed with  the  magistrates  would  say  that, 
generally,  they  were  well  calculated  to 
execute  the  law.  But  the  constables, 
whose  appointment  and  payment  did  not 
rest  with  the  magistrates,  but  with  the 

Sand  junr,  were  in  many  cases  lU  jquali- 
d  for  the  aituatioii  tbey  filled.    By  the 


existing  law  there  must  be  ten  constaUea 
for  each  barony,  whether  large  or  smallp 
whose  salary  was  about  20/.  a  year  each. 
He  would  recommend  that  the  appoint* 
ment  of  constables  should  be  given  to 
magistrates  at  the  sessions;  that  there 
should  not,  as  now,  be  ten  to  every  barony, 
as  some  baronies  were  three,  four,  or  even 
five  times  larger  than  others;  and  that 
each  constable  should  he  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  the  services  rendered  by  him.— In 
legislating  for  Ireland  great  mistakes 
were  often  made,  from  copying  the  prac* 
tice  of  this  country,  without  considering 
the  difference  of  Uie  state  of  society  in 
Ireland.  In  this  countrv,  the  execution 
of  the  laws  might  be  left  to  the  ordioarw 

Solice  constables,  because  every  indivi« 
ual  feeling  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  was 
anxious  to  assist  in  executing  them.  But 
the  benefits  of  the  English  constitution 
were  not  felt  in  the  ssme  manner  in  Ire« 
land ;  as  the  people  of  tliat  country  had 
not  the  same  extension  of  the  constitution» 
they  did  not  take  the  same  interest  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws.  In  point  of  fsct» 
the  law  might  be  said  to  be  administered 
by  military  force.  He  thought,  however, 
that  some  auxiliary  police  might  be  better 
than  an  army  for  preserving  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country.  Of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, it  was  but  justice  to  say,  that  it  had 
endeavoured  to  Imiit  and  restrain  as  much 
as  possible  the  use  of  military  force  in  Ire- 
land. If  such  a  committee,  as  he  pro* 
posed,  were  appointed,  he  thought  some 
means  might  be  (alien  on  for  discoverine 
such  an  emcient  auxiliary  police  as  he  baa 
alluded  to.  Whether  some  thing  like  the 
peace  preservation  appointment,  but  less 
in  number,  should  be  extended  to  each 
county,  or  whether  the  principle  of  the 
Dublin  police  should  be  extended  more 
generally,  might  be  a  consideration  for 
that  committee.  At  present  warrants 
were  executed  by  the  military,  and  in  all 
the  assiae  towns  the  courts  were  sur- 
rounded by  military.  He  conceived  that 
many  of  the  outrages  which  had  taken 
place  in  Ireland,  might  have  been  pre* 
vented  in  the  beginning  by  an  effisctive 
police.  With  such  a  police,  a  large  army 
might  be  in  a  considerable  degree  di^* 
pensed  with,  by  which  means  a  consider* 
able  reduction  of  expenditure  might  be 
eflbcted.  Nothing  kept  Ireland  so  mndi 
in  its  present  backward  state  from  the 
want  of  capital,  as  the  apprehenn on  en- 
tertained in  tUs  country,  that  from  the 
deftctiTe.  eJteoition  of  the  IawS|  money 
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lent  cot|ld  not  be  recovered.  He  believed 
if  a  good  police  existed  in  Ireland  the 
people  would  be  as  peaceable  as  any  in 
the  world — no  people  were  more  amenable 
to  authority  when  it  was  properly  exer- 
cised. The  number  of  absentees,  from 
which  Ireland  suffered  at  present  so  much, 
could  not  be  expected  to  decrease  till  a 
more  efficient  system  was  introduced.  He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  secretary  for 
Ireland*  would  say  that  he  would  under* 
take  himself  some  measure  to  meet  (he 
defects  to  which  he  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House ;  but  it  was  his  duty,  in 
the  m^n  time,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  many  respectable  persons  in 
Ireland,  to  move,  **  That  a  Select  Commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Office  of  Constable  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  report  their  Observations 
diereupon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Peel  said,  it  was  impossible,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  that  any  good  could 
•rise  from  an  inquiry  such  as  had  been 
proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet.  Supposing 
Ihe  result  of  such  committee  was  the 
confirmation  of  the  present  system,  no 
advantage  would  be  derived  from  it;  but 
aupposing  the  result  was  otherwise,  and 
Chat  the  jir^seot  system  was  condemned, 
it  was  now  too  laCe  to  introduce  any  other 
in  the  room  of  it.    Now,  would  it  be  pru- 
dent to  pass  a  condemnation  on  the  exist- 
ing law  without  providing  any  substitute 
for  it?    The  subject  to  which  the  hon. 
baronet  had  called  their  attention  was  one 
upon  which  he  (Mr.  Peel)  had  been  long 
occupied ;  and  he  could  safely  say,  there 
was  nothing  which  he  had  more  at  heart 
than  the  perfecting  the  police  system  of 
Ireland.    He  had  stated,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  that  the  efficiency  of  the 
jpresent  system  had  in  many  cases  not 
oeen  sufficiently  tried.    The  grand  juries 
had  power,  by  the  bill  which  he  had 
brought  in,  to  appoint  in  each  barony  a 
certain  number  or  constables,  and  they 
had  Uie  power  of  allotting  a  salary  not  ex- 
ceeding 20{.  a  year  to  each  constable. 
He  had  said,  that  the  local  authorities 
might  have  in  man^  cases  appointed  a 
more  efficient  description  of  constables. 
•The  county  of  Longford  was  one  of  the 
xnost  disturbed  counties  of  Ireland.    It 
had  been  restored  to  trancjiullity  princi- 
pally in  consequence  of  the  increasing  ex- 
ertions of  a  most  invaluable  maffistrate,  a 
member  of  that  House,   lord   Foibes. 
Previoua  to  the  act  brought  in  by  bin, 
there  was  no  retiring  allovaooe  to  con- 


stables.   Means  were  taken  to  remove 
those  constables  whose  age  and  conduct 
rendered  it  expedient  to  remove  them, 
and  a  more  efficient  description  was  ap« 
pointed.    The   system  which    the   hon. 
baronet    had  too  generally  condemned, 
was  here  fairly  carried  into  execution. 
No  magistrates  in  that  county  had  found 
it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  a  military 
force.    They  divided  the  constables  into 
two  classes,  one  of  which  received  a  salary 
of  12/.  and  the  other  of  20/.  a  year.    Hia 
main  objection  to  any  general  system  of 
police,  sucli  as  had  been  recommended  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  was,  that  in  many  coun« 
ties  there  was  no  occasion  for  that  police, 
and  it  was  hard  to  subject  them  to  an  ex« 
pense  for  which  there  was  no  necessity. 
Grand  juries  were  alone  responsible  for 
the  appointment  of  constables.    But  go* 
vemment  were  responsible  for  the  execu- 
tion of  two  other  acts.    The  first  of  these 
was  the  Insurrection  act.    He  was  hajppy 
to  be  able  to  say,  that  in  no  instance  since 
it  had  been  last  continued,  had  the  go- 
vernment found  it  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
duction  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
mtlitarv  establishment.    The  act  expired 
with  the  present  session,  and  he  should 
not  propose  its   continuance.    Another 
act,  of  a  much  more  constitutional  nature 
than  the  insurrection  act,  and  for  which 
flie  government  was  alone   responsible, 
was  me  Peace  Preservation  bill ;  and  ha 
would  ask  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  that  part  of  the  country,  whether  he 
had  taken  too  much  credit  to  the  Irish 
ffovernment,  when  he.  said  that  that  act 
had   completely  succeeded?    The   hon. 
baronet  had  proposed  the  general  exten- 
sion of  that  bill;  but  to  this  there  was  an 
c^jection,  that  the  executive  were  vested 
with  ample  powers  at  present  to  put  it  in 
execution.    The  executive  had  obtained 
a  power  last  session  of  defra^rii^g  the  whole 
expense  of  carrying  the  act  into  execution 
in  any  district,  except  one-third,  from 
the  public  funds.    In  only  one  instance, 
that  of  a  district  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
had  government  borne  two-thirds  of  the 
expense,  in  some  cases  it  had  borne  one, 
leaving  two-thirds  to  the  district.    But 
his  objection  to  the  extension  of  the  Peace 
Preservation  bill  were  two-fold. ;  first  it 
was  totally  unnecessary  in  man^  districts  ; 
and,  secondly,  it  would  be  imfair  to  charge 
many  districtt,  which  had  always  been  in 
a  tranquil  state,  witii  so  heavy  an  expense 
as  it  would  occasion.    But  he  had  a 
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stronger  objection  to  its  extension.  At 
present  when  a  district  ceased  to  be  dis* 
turbed,  the  establidbtuent  was  withdrawn^ 
and  tnoisferred  to  another  place^  and  thus 
it  was  impossible  to  fomr  local  conneacions. 
But  he  was  quite  sare  if  it  was  to  become 
a  permanent  syntem,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to.  prevent  it  from  degenerating  into 
abuse.  In  no  instance  had  government 
attended  to  anv  local  recommendations. 
No  person  could  be  more  alive  than  he 
was  to  the  advantages  of  an  efficient 
police;  but  the  constikatron  of  such  a 
police  required  nrach  eensideratiou.  He 
did  not  wish  to  panegyrise  the  prclsent 
system  as  a  perfect  one ;  but  it  would  be 
impossible  to  transfer  the  power  now 
vested  with  the  gitind  juries  to  magistratesi 
without  a  previous  in^uinr,  and  there 
would  be  greater  fkeilities  fbr  conducting 
such  an  inquiry  earrly  next  session.  He 
had  c^ed  for  a  return  from  the  different 
bounties  of  Ireland,  which  in  some  in- 
stances he  had  obtained,  of  the  number  of 
constables  appointed  in  every  barony, 
and  what  was  paid{t6  tfietn,  and  he  had 
no  objection  to  move  for  such  returns  on 
that  subject  as  he  had  himself  expedited. 
IVjdi  respect  to  the  pleddpe  he  had  given 
hst  year  ifespecting  sheriffs,  it  had  been 
completely  redeemed.  He  hoped  he 
ttimt  be  excused  here  for  travelline  a 
Kttle  out  of  the  question  immediately  oe- 
Ibre  the  House,  and  alluding  to  a  circum- 
stance that  had  occurred  at  the  close  of 
die  last  session.  He  had  then  given  a 
pledge  for  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
appointing  sherifls.  This  pledge  he  as- 
sured the  House  he  had  amply  redeemed. 
The  judges  were  directed  by  the  lord 
Keutenant  to  examine  the  grand  panel 
oh  their  several  circuits,  and  select  three 
names  in  each  county  of  persons  whom 
they  had  reason  ro  think  were  6t  to  fill 
lihe  office  of  sheriff.  These  returns  were 
to  be  made  to  tfie  lord  chancellor,  ^o 
was  to  examine  the  lists  before  a  Aill  at- 
f<ettdance  of  the  judges,  and  then  make  a 
return  to  the  lord  lieutenant  for  his  selec- 
tion. This  had  beeU  impartially  and  effec- 
tively done:  and'  he  had  the  opinion  of 
the  oresent  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland, 
who  tiad  formerly  been  a  baron  of  the  ex«* 
chequer  here,  that  the  manner  of  selection 
pursued  wai  as  perfect  and  as  unexcep* 
tionabteAs  he  had  e^ef  seen  itin  England. 
The  result  of  this  depaiHure  from  the 
painfiil  task  i^selecting  sheriffii,  previbttsly 
imposed  updh  th^  executive  govettuteent^ 
waS|  thait  in-  no  year  had  mlind  been 
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ponessfed  6f  so  iovpartial  afid  respectable 
a  list  of  sherifi.  The  goveminent  were 
determioed  to  give  effect  to  so  excettent 
A  system  as  this.  They  would  rigoroaaly* 
pursue  it ;  and  the  advantages  would  ht 
eminently  felt  by  the  country. — He  cook 
doded  by  hoping  the  hon.  baronet  would 
not,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
press  a  motiols  sdrich  could  lead  to  no  iat- 
mediate  practical  result. 

Sir  F.  FlaodtLgteedin the  general viewt 
taken  by  the  woithy  baronet  un  the  affiiii^ 
of  Ireland,  though  he  was  obliged  to  diflRer 
with  him  in  this  particular  instance,  and 
to  express  his  concurrence  in  every  thing 
which  had  fallen  from  the  right  boa.  geo^ 
tleman  opposite,  whose  administration  off 
the  internal  affiiirs  of  Irdland  entitled  hina 
to  the  gratitude  of  every  Mend  to  the 
country.  There  were  no  new  ouiragea 
to  call  'for  any  new  law ;  and  the  met  e£  toe 
SStd  of  the  i\ngr  which  gave  armed  eoo* 
stables  to  die  coanties,  was  quite  sttficienC 
with  the  subsequent  acts,  for  every  iliir 
purpose.  It  was  imposifible  not  to  admire 
the  tranqoillity  which  reigned  In  Irelami^ 
notwithstanding  the  overwhelming  dntresa 
and  poverty  under  which  the  poor  people 
of  that  countfv  laboured. 

Mr.  PamM  thought  a'  revision  of  tb0 
police  system  for  the  internal  affairs  of 
Ireland  highly  desirable^  The  peopta 
should  be  shown,  by  a  proper  local  ap* 
pointment  of  constables,  known  to  them 
and  acquainted  with  their  circumstances, 
that  they  were  wrong  in  the  notion  they 
had  formed,  that  the  laws  were  made  and 
carried  into  execution  by  their  enemies^ 
He  had  strong  objections  to  a  law,  liable 
to  be  called  into  sudden  operation,  and 
the  severity  of  which  constituted  the  chief 
reliance,  for  its  efficacy.  For  instance,  he 
thought  the  punishment  quite  disnropor- 
tinned  to  the  offence,  which  would  send 
to  Botany  Bay  the  unfortunate  peasant^ 
who  might  be  found  out  of  his  house  after 
nine  at  night,  or  with  the  lock  of  a  goe 
concealed  in  his  cabin.  Something  mighty 
he  thought,  be  done,  by  the  establishment 
of  penitentiaries,  to  Correct  occasional  bad 
propensities  among  the  lower  orders. 

Sir  H.  PamM  said,  it  was  not  his  in^ 
tention  to  propose  a  moi^  general  exten- 
sionof  the  preservation  of  the  peace  biH; 
It  seemed  to  him,  that  the  object  of  hil 
measure  was  mistaken  by  the  right  ttetk 
gentleman.  It  was  M»t  to  be  oonduded 
that  eve^y  thing  wah  right  becaaie  M 
gveat  (tsturbanee  existed;  Retooiii«»  wsk 
had  toe  frequently  i»  frebmdtD  Av 
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ani^  pf  the  military  fpr  ciyil  purposes*  A 
body  of  npt  less  than  tweniy-fpur  soldiers 
waii  somptiines  enaploved  to  |ako  pc^s- 
sion  of  a  c^bin,  or  a  tew  acr^  of  land-  It 
w^s  this  which  he  was  desirpus  \o  obviate, 
^e  was  gl^d  the  right  hon*  geptjleman 
expressed  an  intention  of  takjng  thematic 
into  his  own  bands,  and  wpuld  CP(x;»e|3t  to 
withdraw  his  motion. 
The  motion  w^  then  withdranm- 

Parish  Vkstbies  Bill.]  .  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the.thir<l  reading  of 
the  Bill  for  the  Regulation  of  Parish  Ves- 
tries, 

Mr.  Ctilcrqft  sajd,  he  did  pot  mean  ftt 
that  late  stage  to  oppose  the  further  pro- 
gress of  the  measure,  but  he  still  enter- 
tained great  ol^ections  to  it,  b^cau^e  it 
affected  the  rights  of  the  ^^bject,  whjerp 
bis  purge  w(te  concerned.  He  would  pro- 
test against  this  curtailment  of  the  rights 
Qf  what  were  called  the  lower  orders  of 
lociety.  The  motive  fur  introducing  this 
law  was  said  to  be  the  tumultuous  pro- 
erodings  Fhich  sometime?  occurred  at 
vestries,  in  consequence  of  their  numbers, 
^nd  the  coni^equent  difBpplty  pf  transact- 
ing properly  the  business  pf  the  parish. 
All  public  meetings  werp  in  some  degree 
tumultuous.  Tlie  sapie  objection  might 
be  brought  against  elections,  or  eyen 
againift  that  House.  He  saw  no  evidence 
to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  bill.  For 
his  part  he  had  never  experienced  the  im» 
pediments  which  the  measure  was  designed 
to  obviate. 

]\Ir.  Shato  J^qfevre  h^d  also  great  doubts 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and 
should  be  very  glad  to  hear  any  grounds 
pointed  out  for  this  innovation.  The  only 
case  brought  forward  to  justify  it»  was  but 
the  case  of  an  individual.  The  present 
ippde  of  management  had  been  found  most 
beneficial.  He  trusted,  therefore,  the 
Hoyse  would  pause  before  they  set  it 
aside  by  tlie  bill  now  before  them.  He 
bad  presented  a  petition  against  the  bill 
from  the  town  of  Reading,  which  he  had 
^p  hpnour  to  represent,  in  the  parishes  of 
which  town,  the  poor-rates  had  always 
been  exceedingly  well  managed  by  tne 
prdinary  vestries.  They  were  naturally 
jealous  of  any  interference  in  a  system 
&pm  which  they  felt  no  inconveaience. 
Air.  Sturges  Bourne  said,  that  the  ob- 

Cct  in  view  was,  to  follow  the  analogy  of 
rk-sessions  in  Scotl^id,  so  far  as  the 
ym  different  system  of  poor  laws  in  Ene- 
Um  WQuld  admit.    In  Scotkmdi  the  wed- 


thier  clfttses  bad  tbe  gn^atar  inftueitM  in 
managing  the  prpvisipn  fpr  tl^  popr.    By 
tl^is  bul  \\  wa^  proppsed  to  bring  back  the 
wealthier  classes  to  utti^nd  parisb->y^strief • 
Their  ahs^nce.wgs  occasioned   by  the 
numbers  apd  the  damour  of  o|J»ers  who 
attended,  of  whom  sqme  were  conne<$te4 
wjtb  pauners,  and  spme  iptere  pmployed  ia 
traaes  wn|ch  made  \%  their  iniereiit  tp  bp 
liberal  to  certain,  paqpprs.    Ip  18Q7,  tbo 
U^  Mr.  Whithrfid  bad  intrpdqcad  « 
n^easnre,  tbe  same  in  principle,  pad  sipoiBar 
in  its  mqdificationji  to  the  present.  Surdy 
the  lapse  of  tinip,  the  increase  of  pwu* 
Ifi,tipn,  and  the  increase  of  panppi^,  bad 
not,  (since  18f07»  m^dp  such  a  mepisuiee  less 
ijecess^y.  He  begged  leave  to  read  to  Iba 
JB[Quse  tnp  sentiments  of  Mr.  Wbitbread 
on  thi^  subject*    He  bad  remartced  thai 
Uie  tvunyltuons  assemblies  and  tbe  daiOQur 
of  vestries  bad  disgusted  the  i^eaUhier  an4 
tne  tpore  respectable  dasfses  from  attend' 
ipg;  apd,  tp  remedy  this,  he  bad  pro- 
pp^e^l  to  give  two  vote$  to  thpse  who  paid 
a  certain  sum  of  poor-rates:  to  othest 
three ;  and  to  others  four,  which  was  4^9 
highest  nuoAier  pf  votes  to  be  alloiieed« 
Mr.  Whitbread  bad  been  singularly  coo* 
versant  with  this  subject.    His  great  gt« 
tention  ensured  accurate  discrimination; 
and,  what  must  have  some  weight  with 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  he  could  hd 
suspected  of  no  hostility  to  tbe  poorer 
part  of  the  constitution  of  vestries.    He 
would  appeal  to  any  member,  whether  it 
was  reasonable  that  one  who  paid  a  thirds 
and  even  a  half  of  the  poor-rates,  should 
have  no  ipore  influence  in  vestries  than 
one  who  paid  the  very  lowest  sum.    The 
same  prindple  which  was  proposed  in  this 
bill  had  been  adopted  in  other  assemblies. 
It  was  so  with  the  proprietors  of  East  In- 
dia stock.     Mr.  Gilbert*s  bill  had  gone 
infinitely  farther.    It  had  disfranchised  all 
who  had  not  been  rated  to  the  amount  of 
5/.    But  he  now  thought  it  better,  that 
the  right  of  all  who  pay  rates  to  vote 
should  be  retained;  but  that  those  who 
paid  a  certain  proportion  should  have  a 
greater  number  of  votes. 

Mr.  Cwrmn  could  see  no  reason  ibr 
adopting  a  new  prindple  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  never  yet  knew  an  instance 
in  which  at  parish  meetings  the  lower 
classes  were  not  ready  to  be  gukkd  by 
the  example  of  those  above  ihem,  to 
adopt  any  reasonable  proposition.  The 
evil  now  compkuned  oi  grew  out  of  the 
absence  of  those  who  ought  to  take  the 
lead  on  such  occasions.    He  tliought  the 


575]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

bill  calculated  to  do  much  good,  but  this 
particular  provision  would  make  against 
It,  and  would  excite  jealousies  which  it 
would  be  desirable  to  avoid. 

Mr.  F.  Douslas  professed  himself 
friendly  to  the  bill,  because  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  the  attendance  of  per- 
sons  of  character  at  vestries.  No  law 
could  force  men  of  intelligence  to  attend, 
but  it  ought  to  remove  every  obstacle  that 
repelled  or  disgusted  men  of  intelligence. 
Yet,  though  he  was  friendly  to  the  bill,  he 
thought  the  principle  of  it  might  have  been 
better  adapted  to  the  evil.    The  bill  pro- 

Eosed,  that  every  one  who  paid  50/.  should 
ave  two  votes;  75/.  three  votes;  100/. 
four  votes ;  125/.  five  votes ;  and  150/.  six 
votes,  which  was  the  utmost  number  al- 
lowed. Now  he  had  to  object  to  this  ar- 
rangement, that,  according  to  it,  parishes 
mignt  be  divided  into  separate  classes,  and 
seven  or  eight  persons,  who  represented 
neither  the  population  nor  the  property 
of  the  parish,  might  have  the  whole  con- 
troL  He  should  therefore  prefer,  that 
every  one  who  paid  to  the  amount  of  25/. 
should  get  an  additional  vote ;  60/.  a  third 
vote ;  100^.  a  fourth  vote ;  and  so  on.  By 
adopting  a  scale  of  this  kind,  the  objection 
which  he  had'mentioned  could  be  avoided. 
Mr.  Barham  said,  he  had  seen  those 
who  hardly  paid  any  thing  to  the  poor- 
rates,  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  a 
vestry,  and  force  all  the  respectable  per- 
sons to  retire.  To  such  an  evil  it  was 
desirable  that  a  remedy  should  be  applied. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  S.  Bourne  moved  a  clause  to  except 
the  citv  of  London  from  the  operation  of 
the  bill,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Bar- 
clay moved  a  similar  clause  for  Southwark, 
which  was  also  adopted.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre 
rose  to  move  a  clause,  that  the  town  of 
Reading  should  be  excepted.  Mr.  D.  Gil- 
bert asked  if  Reading  was,  like  London  and 
Southwark,  governed  by  local  laws.  Mr. 
S.  Lefevre  answered  in  the  negative.  The 
bill  was  then  passed. 

Poor  Laws  Amkndment  Bill.]  The 
bill  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  F,  Douglagf  after  some  observa- 
tions, in  which  he  urged  the  impolicy  and 
cruelty  of  that  clause  by  which  the  parish 
officers  are  empowered  to  take  away  chil- 
dren from  their  parents  when  unable  to 
support  them,  and  to  place  them  in  schools 
established  for  the  purpose,  moved  that 
the  clause  should  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  sai^  be  had  io^ 
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tended  to  move  a  clause  as  an  amendment, 
providing,  that  the  children  of  dissenters 
should  not  be  compelled  to  attend  the 
places  of  worship  of  the  established 
church.  He  aereed  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  in  his  objection  to 
the  clause  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  Siurges  Bourne  said,  that  the  dause 
was,  in  point  offset,  a  return  to  the  sta^ 
tute  of  Eltzabethy  and  ho  could  not  believe 
that  it  would  afibrd  any  additional  encou- 
ragement to  the  improvident  marriages  of 
the  poor.  The  effects  of  the  prevailioff 
practice  of  administering  relief  were  most 
detrimental,  both  to  the  poor  and  to  the 
children ;  for  the  money  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  latter  was  too  frequentir 
spent  in  dissipation^  whilst  they  were  left: 
starving  at  home.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  talked  of  the  felicity  of  a  cottage  life  ; 
but  where  there  was  an  actual  incspadty 
of  maintaining  the  family  inhabiting  the 
cottage,  he  reared  that  felicity  was  not 
the  general  character  that  belonged  to  it. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  poor,  and  the 
laws  affecting  them,  in  this  country,  he 
could  not  imagine  any  thing  more  humane 
or  desirable  than  the  regulation  provided 
by  this  cause. 

Mr.  Curvoen  felt  assured  that  the  inten* 
tions  of  those  who  framed  the  present 
measure  were  most  humane ;  but  he  most 
object  to  every  regulation  which  did  not 
go  to  the  principle  of  making  the  la» 
bourer's  wages  equal  to  hit  maintenance. 
Every  measure  that  stopped  short  of  that 
object  would  only  serve  to  conBrm  the 
eiusting  evil,  and  to  continue  the  ^stera 
of  payinff  those  wages  to  a  certain  degree 
out  of  the  poor-rates.  It  was  to  be  la- 
mented also,  that  children  should  be  sepa- 
rated from,  and  grow  up  without  any 
affection  for,  their  parents ;  for  he  knew 
not  how  the  place  of  thst  affection  could 
be  supplied.  No  good  could  be  effected 
whilst  the  poor  were  taught  to  believe  that 
there  was  no  disgrace  in  dependence  on  a 
public  fund.  He  disapproved,  thereforet 
of  legislating  on  the  presumption  that 
parents  would  be  unable  to  support  their 
children. 

Colonel  ^oocP  supported  the  clause,  and 
contended  that  in  all  the  southern  parts  of 
England  the  wages  of  labour  had  de- 
creased in  a  greater  proportion  than  the 
poor-rates  had  advanced.  In  a  pecuniary 
view,  it  was  indifferent  to  the  labourer 
whether  be  received  the  whole  amount  of 
his  wages  from  his  employer,  or  the  moiety 
of  tben  from  the  parish )  but  the  e&ct  ii 
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the  latter  practice  wai,  to  debase  and  de- 
moralize nini.  The  great  recommenda- 
tioa  or  the  clause  was,  he  thought^  that 
jt  would  tend  to  raise  wages,  at  the  same 
tune  that  the  children,  bf  bein^  placed  in 
schools,  would  learn  various  kinds  of  in- 
dustry or  handicraft,  instead  of  being,  as 
the  cnildren  of  a  particular  district  gene- 
rally were,  confined  to  the  knowledge  and 
exercise  of  one. 

Mr.  Lamb  opposed  the  clause,  as  con- 
tradictoiT  to  tne  principle  of  the  report, 
and  on  the  ground  that  the  House,  before 
it  passed,  ought  to  have  distinctly  in  view 
diose  ulterior  measures  which  were  to  be 
founded  on  it.  His  fear  was,  that  the  bill 
would  be  found  in  practice  to  carry  a^  bad 
principle  still  farther,  by  thus  legislatively 
recognizing  its  existence,  and  that  the 
poor  woula  marry  as  improvidently,  when 
their  children  were  to  be  provided  for  in 
the  proposed  manner,  as  they  were  in- 
clined to  do  at  present.  The  separation, 
indeed,  might  only  add  to  their  careless- 
ness by  extinguishing  their  natural  affec- 
tions. He  thought,  however,  the  com- 
mittee had  done  much,  and  deserved  well 
of  the  House  and  the  country,  though  be 
could  not  help  8U|;gestiDg  the  propriety 
of  withdrawing  this  particular  measure 
for  the  present.  He  entertained  a  sanguine 
hope  tnat  great  advantages  would  be  de- 
rived from  their  continued  labours,  and 
believed  that  the  work  of  improvement 
would  be  most  effectually  commenced  by 
a  diligent  inquiry  into  the  present  system 
of  administering  the  poor-laws. 

Mr.  Courtenay  supported  the  clause,  as 
a  judicious  compromise  between  many 
conflicting  evils. 

Mr.  CMcraft  objected  to  the  clause.  It 
would  not,  he  said,  prevent  the  wages  of 
labour  from  being  made  up  out  of  the 
poor-rates ;  for  it  told  a  man,  that  if  he 
made  an  improvident  marriage,  his  chil- 
dren should  DO  supported  out  of  the  poor- 
rates  ;  with  a  threat,  that  if  he  behaved 
ill  they  should  be  taken  from  him.  By 
the  effect  of  the  poor-laws  the  earnings  of 
the'  poor  had  been  gradually  lessened, 
though  the  nominal  amount  of  wages  had 
been  mcreased.  It  was,  nevertheless,  too 
much  to  say,  that  the  character  of  the 
poor  had  been  degraded  by  the  poor-laws. 
It  had  been  degraded  by  the  effects  of 
taxation  and  low  wages ;  and  these  low 
wages  had  been  occasioned  by  allowing 
money  out  of  the  poor-rates.  To  take 
away  the  children  and  support  them  was 
the  same  thing  as  to  allow  the  present 
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wages  out  of  the  rates.  The  spirit  of  the 
clause  was  in  contradiction  to  the.  report 
of  the  committee,  and  tainted  the  whole 
measure :  it  would  have  no  effect  but  to 
encourage  improvident  marriages,  and  the 
increased  competitioa  for  employment 
must  again  lower  the  wages  of  labour. 
He  thought  the  bill  might  be  generally 
beneficial,  but  that  the  clause  in  question, 
was  highly  nu«chievous. 

Mr.  broadhurst  opposed  the  clause. 
He  said,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  break- 
ing down  the  character  of  the  few  among 
the  poor,  who  laboured  successfully  to  re- 
main independent. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  supported  the  clause.  It 
had,  he  said,  only  the  common  failing,  of 
all  human  institutions— «  balance  of  gooa 
and  evil.  He  thought  the  ^ood  prevailed: 
we  could  not  recede  from  the  system  o^ 
poor-laws  all  at  once ;  all  that  we  could 
do,  was,  to  mitigate  their  ill  effects.  The 
clause  in  question  did  not  take  the  chil^ 
dren  from  their  parents  under  cif/eunif 
•tanoes  half  so  harsh  as  the  old  ,law  Cwjf 
were  now  retained  in  the  parish,'  bijit.o/e? 
I  fore,  might  be  sent  away  to  any  distance* 
I  The  childrifn  were  now  to  be  educated | 
before,  they  might  have  been  taken  awpy, 
and  their  education  neglected.  , 

The  House  then  divided:  For  the 
clause,  46 ;  Against  it,  H :  Majority,  32* 
The  bill  was  tlien  passed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Fridat/f  May  8. 

Cotton  Factories  BillJ  The  Earl 
of  Lauderdcde  presented  a  Petition  from 
certain  cotton  spinners  and  others  of  Man- 
chester, praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
aeamst  the  clauses  of  the  Cotton  Factoriea 
bal,  applying  to  the  minimum  of  the  ages 
of  children  allowed  to  work  in  the  facto- 
ries, and  to  the  maximum  of  the  hours  of 
labour,  and  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
adduce  evidence  to  prove  the  statementa 
which  they  had  to  make.  The  petition, 
his  lordship  observed,  was  aeainst  the  se« 
cond  reading,  but  as  there  nad  been  an 
understanding  that  the  bill  sliould  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day,  he  had  no  objec* 
tion  that  the  bill  should  now  go  through 
that  stage,  and  that  the  hearing  of  the  pe- 
titioners should  be  postponed  till  the 
commitment  of  the  bill.  The  petition  was 
received,  and  ordered  to  h*e  upon  the  table 
till  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  on  the  motion  of  lord  Kenyon, 
was  then  read  a  second  time. 

(2P) 
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The  Earl  of  tauierdtk  said,  that  the 
petitioners  wished  to  bribg  up  mtdicni 
men  who  could  give  evidence  not  only  to 
the  general  health  of  the  factories,  but  to 
the  state  of  health  of  each  child  employed. 
On  that  point  he  was  assiired  they  could 
bring  forward  a  cbtnplete  body  of  evidence. 
The  petitioners  proposed  also  to  prove 
the  injurious  consequences  which  would 
result  from  this  bill  to  the  cotton  trade ; 
for,  while  this  restriction  was  threatened 
to  be  imposed  on  the  cotton  factories,  the 
labour  was  left  perfectly  free  in  the  woM- 
ed  and  other  factories. 

Lord  Kmi/on  had  hoped  that  the  pro- 
Ipress  of  the  bill  would  have  been  more 
rapid  than  that  which  muflt  follow  from 
the  delay  insisted  on  by  the  noble  learl. 
^e  wisthed  it  fir^t  lo  be  considered,  whe* 
ther,  after  the  evidence  which  had  been 
heard  by  the  committee  of  the  other 
House,  and  the  minutes  of  which  w^re 
bow  before  their  lordships,  any  farther  in- 
Vest^ation  tobld  be  n^ci^ssafy.  If,  after 
pemsiog  that  evidence,  their  lordships 
ihouM  be  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to 
have  more  information  on  the  subject, 
they  would  doubtless  call  for  it ;  but  it  was 
not  requisite  to  agree  to  hear  farther'evi- 
dence,  until  they  should  find  that  n^hat 
they  possessed  wasinsufHtient.  He  should 
therefore  wish  the  committee  to  be  fixed 
for  an  earlv  day,  subject  to  postponement, 
if  it  should  be  thought  fit  to  hear  counsel 
and  evidence. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  the 
noble  lord  wished  the  House  to  decide  on 
evidence  taken  before  a  committee  of  the 
other  House  in  1816,  and  which  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  of  the  most  distin- 
guished members  of  that  committee,  per- 
fectly unfit  for  being  made  the  foundation 
of  any  legislative  proceeding.  Were  their 
lordships  prepared  to  encroach  upon  that 
great  principle  of  political  economjr,  that 
labour  ought  to  be  left  free,  and  without 
taking  upon  themselves  the  trouble  of  in- 
vestigating the  subject?— -He  moved  that 
the  bill  be  committed  on  Monday  se'n- 
night. — Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Harr&uoly  thought  it  pro- 
per to  observe,  lest  the  noble  earl  should 
go  away  whh  the  impressioa  that  evidence 
must  necessarily  be  heard  against  the  bill 
in  the  committee,  that  the  order  which  had 
been  made  implied'  no  such  thing.  He, 
for  his  part,  could  see  no  evidence  which 
could  be  brought  against  the  bill,  unless 
the  noble  earl  meant  to  say  that  he  would 
prove  that  cbildreni  compelled  to  labour 
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sixteen  hours  a  day,  were  not  over^ 
woi^ked,  which  was  impossible. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  not  pre- 
pared to  state  what  would  be  the  particii-> 
fars  of  the  evidence,  but  this  much  he 
understood,  that  medical  men  of  great 
skill  and  reputation  would  prove  that  th^ 
children  in  the  cotton  factories  were  av 
healthv  as  children  generally  are.  He 
never  heard  of  their  being*  worked  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  nor  did  he  believe  that  to  be 
done  in  the  factories  of  thepetitionera; 
but  he  must  observe,  that  the  observations 
did  not  depend  upon  the  tinte,  but  upon 
the  constitution  and  strength  of  those  who 
were  to  labour;  It  would  be  greater 
hardship  to  make  some  children  work 
eight  or  ten  hours  than  it  would  be  to 
make  others  work  sixteen,  if  their  labour 
was  ever  so  much  prolonged.  The  hxAt 
of  the  bill  was,  the  fixing  a  limit  to  tha 
exercise  of  labour,  which  was  much  die 
same  as  if  one  size  of  shoe  were  ordered 
to  be  made  for  every  foot  The  only  fa* 
tional  course  of  proceeding  wasy  lo  leave 
labour  free,  and  then  the  time  of  labour 
would  be  properly  regulated  between  ttle 
employers  and  the  employed. 

The  Earl  of  Lvoerpocl  concurred  in  th^ 
observation  which  had  been  made  by  lord 
Harrowby.  Even  if  the  House  agreed 
to  hear  counsel,  he  should,  from  the  view 
he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  probably  op^ 
pose  the  hearing  of  farther  evidence* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  repeated  HitM, 
he  had  before  stated  respecting  the  nature 
of  the  evidence  received  from  the  House 
of  Commons.  To  say.  that  their  lordsbipa 
might  hear  counsel,  and  not  evidence^  ap- 
peared to  him  very  absurd.  What  would 
It  avail  their  lordships  to  bear  counsel 
only  i  Counsel  stated  any  thing,  justvrhat 
they  were  instructed,  whetheftrue  or  not 
[a  laugh].  He  ^ivays  Xindetstood  that 
counsel  spoke  from  their  briefs;  but  to 
say  that  their  lordships  would  listen  to 
counsel  with  a  predetermination  to  refuse 
to  receive  evidence,  was  a  more  extraor- 
dinary proposition  than  any  he  had  ever 
heard  in  that  House. 

The  Earl  of  Harrorvbi^  observed,  that 
their  lordships  had  applied  to  the  other 
House  for  evidence,  and  all  he  ivished 
was,  that  they  should  not,  before  they 
had  read  that  evidence,  decide  that  there 
was  a  necessity  for  hearing  more. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wished'  to  remind 
their  lordships,  that  in  consequence  of  a 
communication  with  the  other  House,  they 
had  received  the  report  of  a  comniue^ 
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OQ  the  cotton  fiictorioi.  That  docament 
bad  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  evi- 
dence, but  in  the  aeofe  he  understood 
that  word  it  was  no  evidence;  but  what- 
ever it  was,  the  bill  before  them  had  ad- 
vanced to  a  second  reading  without  their 
lordships  bavins  had  the  opporUioit^  of 
perusing  a  wora  of  it,  and  die  committee 
was  fixed  for  Monday  se'nnight.  The 
odble  lord  who  had  moved  the  second 
reading  wished  to  forward  the  bill.  On 
the  other  hand*  the  noble  earl  was  anxious 
that  witnesses  from  Lancaster  should  be 
heard  against  it  as  well  as  counsel.  Let 
the^  question  be  considered  in  any  way, 
their  lordships  must  come  to  this  conclu« 
sion — that  if  the  statement  madr  by  coun- 
sel appeared  to  be  such  as  they  ought  to 
be  called  upon  to  prove,  and  whicQ  they 
would  pledge  themselves  they  could  prove, 
it  would  then  be  the  duty  or  the  bouse  to 
hear  evidence.  In  such  a  case  the  House 
would  doubtless  do  its  duty* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  object 
to  bear^  counsel;  but  the  House  would 
not  decide  to  bear  evidence  until  after  the 
counsel  had  made  their  statement 

The  Lord  ChamceUor  said,  that  the 
House  not  only  reserved  to  itself  the  right 
of  refusii^  to  hear  evidence,  but  also 
counsel,  if  thev  should  so  think  fit,  be- 
cause it  woula  always  be  competent  to 
them  to  discharge  any  order  they  might 
make.  It  was  usual,  however,  to  make 
an  order  tor  hearing  evidence  as  well  as 
counsel ;  otherwise,  if  after  the  counsel 
had  made  their  statement,  the  House 
ahoold  desire  to  hear  evidence,  the  wit- 
nesses might  not  be  in  attendance. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  wislied  the  order 
to  be  made,  because  he  was  confident  the 
parties^  might  then  go  to  the  expense 
of  having  the  witnesses  in  attendance; 
for  he  was  certain  that,  when  their  lord- 
ships heard  what  he  knew  the  counsel 
would  state,  they  would  consider  it  their 
duty  to  hear  ei idence.  Their  lordships, 
be  was  convinced,  would  act  in  thb  case 
as  they  had  done  in  that  of  the  bill  re- 
specting climbing  boys.  They  had  not 
fested  satisfied  with  the  evidence  on  whidi 
it  had  been  passed  by  the  other  House, 
hut  had  resolved  to  investigate  the  sub- 
^t  themselves.  The  consequence  of  that 
inquiry  was,  that  even  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  the  bill  at  &ni  would  now  hesi- 
tate to  agree  to  it.  The  committee  on 
the  present  bill  would,  he  was  sure,  have 
«  similar  result  if  evidence  was  received ; 
Md  to  refuse  to  hear  evidence^  would  be. 


on  the  part  of  their  lordships,  a  dereliction 
of  duty. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  again,  in 
consequence  of  the  allusion  made  to  the 
Chimney-sweepers*  Regulation  Bill.  The 
case  of  that  bill  was  very  difierent  from 
the  present.  It  was  true  that,  with  regard 
to  that  as  well  as  to  this  bill,  their  lord- 
ships  had  applied  to  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  for  inforroatioo.  But  the  ob- 
jection to  the  former  bill  was,  that  it  would 
not  be  practicable,  consistently  with  the 
safi^ty  of  the  metropolis,  to  discontinue 
the  use  of  climbing-boys,  and  trust  to 
machinery.  The  necessity  of  guarding 
against  fire  might,  therefore,  render  a 
modification  in  the  measure  necessary. 
But  had  this  any  analogy  to  the  objection 
to  the  present  bill  i  Was  it  possible  to  say 
that  children  compelled  to  labour  more 
than  fifteen  hours  a  day  wese  not  over- 
worked? What  evidence  could  negative 
that  propositmn?  If  all  the  medical  stafi* 
of  Manchester  were  brousht  to  the  bar  to 
prove  it,  he  would  not  beueve  them. 

Here  the  conversation  ended,  with  an 
understanding  that  counsel  and  evidence 
should  be  heard  against  the  bill  before  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday^  May  8. 

CaowN  Lands.]  Mr.  Huskisson  having 
brought  in  the  Brecknock  Forest  Acta 
Amendment  Bill, 

Mr.  F.  DougUu  said,  he  understood 
that.  In  a  conversation  which  had  taken 
plsce  in  his  absence  on  the  preceding 
evening,  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  hia 
had  rdected  on  the  conduct  of  a  noble 
relation  of  his  (lord  Glenbervie),  while 
in  office.  He  wished  that  his  hen.  and 
learned  friend  would  bring  the  charge  be- 
fore the  House  in  such  a  form  that  he 
could  reply  to  it,  as  he  should  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  showing  that  all  the 
time  tnat  noble  lord  was  in  office  had 
been  marked  by  a  series  of  improvements 
in  the  public  revenue  arising  from  the 
Crown  lands,  and  by  an  extinction  of  the 
system  of  jobbiog,  which  had  previously 
t>een  in  existence.  He  could  have  wished 
as  his  hon.  and  learned  (riend  had  thought 
proper  to  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  his 
noble  relation,  that  he  had  ^iven  him  no- 
tice that  such  was  his  intention. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  to  assure  hia 
hon.  firiend,  that  the  subject  itself  came 
before  him  quite  suddenly.    He  had  no 
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intention  of  speaking  on  ft  at  that  moment, 
but  for  the  occasion  presented  by  the  bill 
of  the  right  hon.  eentleman.  He  bad 
made  no  charge  against  the  predecessors 
of  the  right  hon.  the  surveyor-general  of 
woods  and  forests*  He  could  have  made 
no  charge  against  the  noble  relation  of 
his  hon.  friend,  as  he  did  not  know  even 
then,  that  any  of  the  transactions  to  which 
he  alluded  had  taken  place  during-  hfa 
administration  of  the  omce.  All  he  wished 
to  do  was,  to  show  that  the  system  which 
had  been  acted  upon  was  not  a  good  -one. 
He  had  only  contended  that  the  Crown 
lands  ought  not  to  be  sold,  let,  or  ex- 
changed without  inviting  public  competi- 
tion. He  thought  they  ought  only  to  be 
disposed  of  by  public  auction.  To  prove 
that  in  this  idea  he  was  correct  he  had 
shown  that  in  several  instances  Crown  land 
had  been  sold  for  ti  n,  for  twenty-five,  and 
for  thirty  years  puVchase,  while  in  a  case 
where  public  competition  had  been  in- 
vited, eighty  years  purchase  had  been 
given.  He  dared  to  say  this  might  be 
satisfactorily  explained,  but  till  such  ex- 

Elanation  had  been  afforded,  nothing  had 
een  said  to  prove  that  that  course  which 
invited  public  competition  was  not  the 
system  proper  to  be  acted  upon.  He  had 
also  stated  the  honours  to  have  been  dis- 
posed of  without  competition. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  expressed  bis  satisfac- 
tion at  the  candid  explanation  which  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  given. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  he  had  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  after  what  had  passed  on  the 
preceding  day,  to  look  back  to  the  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  referred  to ;  and 
both  in  the  case  of  the  barony  of  Kendal, 
and  that  in  which  a  cabinet  minister,  the 
carl  of  Westmorland,  had  been  concerned, 
he  found  the  greatest  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  interest  of  the  public.  The 
earl  of  Westmorland  had  been  mentioned 
asifhehad  obtained  the  right  of  the  Crown 
to  the  soil  at  ten  years  purchase.  The 
fact  was,  the  right  to  the  soil,  and  to  the 
timber,  lay  in  the  earl  of  Westmorland* 
The  Crown  had  only  possessed  some  rights 
of  minor  importance,  such  as  pasturing 
deer,  &c.  Id  fact  these  lands  could  in  no 
way  have  been  made  profitable  to  the 
Crown,  nor  to  any  individual,  unless  those 
rights  could  have' been  obtained  which  lay 
in  the  earl  of  Westmorland  himself.  Now 
then  he  would  ask,  was  this  a  proper  case 
for  disposing  of  the  Crown  lands  by  public 
auction?  Would  it  have  been  right  to 
take  such  a  course  when  no  competition 
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was  likely,  and  the  noble  earl  might  pro- 
bably, as  the  only  bidder,  have  been  able 
to  purchase  on  what  terms  he  pleased. 
Some  years  had  been  passed  in  negotia- 
tions on  the  subject,  before  the  noble  earl 
could  make  up  his  mjnd  to  give  what 
at  last  was  paid  to  purchase  those  nomi- 
nal rights  of  the  Crown  to  which  he  bad 
before  alluded.  As  for  the  baronv  of 
Kendal  he  had  to  state,  that  it  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  the  Lonsdale  family 
for  nearly  two  centuries.  They  had  now 
but  a  life  interest  in  it,  and  the  reversion 
was  to  the  crown.  It  had  been  valued  by^ 
two  sworn  surveyors,  who  had  stated  it  to 
be  worth  about  1S,000/.  Upon  this  it  was 
tendered  to  the  earl  of  Lonsdale  for 
14<,000/.  The  right  of  pre-emption  had 
only  been  given  to  the  noble  earl  in  con« 
sideration  of  bis  being  in  possession  of  the 
property.  A  similar  course  had  been  taken, 
in  another  case  where  the  hon.  member 
for  Banff  was  concerned.  This  plan  was 
preferred  as  that  which  was  most  likely  to 
gain  the  best  price  for  the  publici  without 
injury  to  the  individual.  In  these  cases 
the  interest  of  the  public  had  never  been 
forgotten,  and  this  would  be  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  if 
he  followed  up  the  subject  as  he  nov 
called  upon  him  to  do.  In  both  the  cases 
which  had  been  referred  to,  better  terms 
had  been  obtained  by  negotiations  with 
the  individuals  concerned  than  could  have 
been  expected,  had  the  property  been  put 
up  to  public  auction. 

Colonel  Lcinlher  stated  the  barony  of 
Kendal  to  have  been  no  bargain  to  the 
purchaser,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  same 
terms  would  not  have  been  obtained  had 
the  property  been  disponed  of  in  the 
way  recommended  by  the  hon.  snd  learn* 
ed  gentleman.  He  anxiously  hoped,  that 
the  House  would  examine,  as  closely  as 
possible,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
sales  had  been  effected,  that  each  member 
might  be  satisfied  there  had  been  no 
collusion  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  was  disposed  to 
call  for  the  documents  relating  to  the 
transactions  in  question.  He  should  wish 
all  the  correspondence  to  be  produced, 
including  not  only  the  tenders  and  the 
correspondence  which  had  led  to  the  sr« 
rangement  finallv  made,  but  filso  all  the 
tenders  which  nad  been  made,  and  the 
correspondence  with  the  surveyors.  He 
denied  having  meant  to  make  any  charge 
against  the  purchasers.  They  bad  s  right 
to  make  the  best  terms  they  could,    iiis 
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charge  wss  agftinst  the  gorerninent,  or 
rather  agaimt  the  syileii  on  which  they 
bad  acted. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time. 

EPUCATIOM    OF     THE    PoOR     BfLL.]] 

The  order  of  the  dav  for.  going  into  a 
Committee  on  this  Bill,  being  read, 

Mr.  Brougham  rose,  and  spoke  to  the 
following  eTOct :— -Sir ;  in  rising  to  perform 
the  duty  cast  upon  me  by  the  Education 
Committee,  of  describinj^  to  the  House 
the  progress  of  its  inquines,  I  am  afiraid 
I  shall  haTe  occasion  to  trespass  for  some 
time  upon  your  indulgence.  First  of  all 
I  must  advert  to  the  apparently  slow  pro- 
gress which  we  bsve  made  in  the  investi* 
gation.  Two  years  have  elapsed  sinee 
our  labours  began,  and  the  bill  now  before 
the  House  is  the  first  measure  we  have 
brought  forward.  I  confess,  that,  to  me 
this  delay  appears  salotafy.  It  has  af- 
forded ample  time  for  the  serioos  and  re- 
peated consideration  which  the  vast  im- 
portance of  the  subject  prescribes  to  those 
who  would  legislate  upon  it ;  and  an  op- 
portunity has  likewise  been  given  of  ob- . 
taining  the  most  valuable  information  from 
various  sources.  What  I  am  about  to  lay 
1>efore  the  House  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
.resoH  of  that  reflection  and  evidence. 

In  considering  the  want  of  education 
among  the  poorer  classes  of  society,  and 
.the  best  measures  for  supplying  it,  we 
shall  do  well  to  regard  the  subject  in  j 
two  distinct  points  of  view ;  attending, 
^rst,  to  the  situation  of  the  people  m 
cities,  and  towns  of  considerable  size ; , 
secondly  to  the  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
ple in  sm'all  towns  or  villages,  and  in  dis- 
tricts wholly  agricultural,  where  hardly 
even  a  village  exists.  The  House  will 
soon  perceive^hat  a  due  attention  to  this 
division,  and  the  diversities  of  situation 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  furnishes  a  clue 
to  guide  us  a  great  part  of  the  way  in  our 
inquiries,  if  indeed  it  does  not  lead  us  to  the 
conclusion.  Now  in  large  towns,  in  those 
I  mean,  where  the  population  exceeds 
aeven  br  eight  thousand  inhabitants,  there 
exist,  generalljr  speaking,  sufficiently  am- 
ple means  of  instructing  the  poor;  not 
that  there  is  almost  any  town  where  all 
can  at  present  be  taupit;  but  that  the 
laudable  exertions  of  individuals  are  di- 
rected every  where  to  this  object,  and  are 
daily  making  such  progress  as  will  in  time 
leave  nothing  to  be  wished  for.  Societies 
are  formed  or  forming  of  respectable  and 
^alent  personsi  wh0|  to  their  infinite  ho- 


nour, beside  famishing  the  necesswy 
funds,  do  not  begrudge  what  many  with- 
hold who  are  liberal  enovgh  of  pecuniary 
assistance— 4heir  time,  their  persevering 
and  active  personal  exertions.  It  is  di£ 
cult  to  describe  such  conduct  in  terms  of 
adequate  praise :  nor  is  it  <:eofined  to  the 
metropolis  and  the  larger  cities.  We  find 
hardly  a  town  of  any  note  in  which  some 
association  of  this  sort  has  not  been  fotmed 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  thatasufficient 
number  of  schools  to  educate  all  the  poor 
of  such  populous  places  may  be  maintain* 
ed  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  auch 
bodies,  if  the  obstacle  is  removed  which 
the  first  expense  of  the  undertakings,  the  * 
providing  school-lioasesoccsstons.  Where 
so  powerful  a  disposition,  to  carry  on  this  ' 
good  work,  exists  in  the  community  itself, 
we  should  be  very  careful  how  we  inter- 
fere witli  it  by  any  legislative  provisions* 
The  greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended 
of  drving  up  those  sources  of  private  cha* 
rity»  oy  an  migoarded  interposition  of  the 
public  authority.  The  associations  to 
which  I  refer,  act  for  the  poor,  both  aa 
benefactors,  as  advocates,  and  as  trustees. 
They  contribute  themselves ;  they  appeal 
to  the  community  through  the  usual 
channels  of  private  solicitation,  of  public 
meetings,  and  of  the  press;  they  raise 
sums  by  donations  to  b^pn  the  undertake 
ings,  and  by  annual  subscription  to  meet 
the  current  expenses;  they  manage  the 
expenditttrcj  for  the  most  part  with  a  de- 
gree of  economy,  which  I  am  afraid  can 
never  be  hoped  for  in  the  distribution  of 
any  portion  of  the  state  revenue.  Should 
parliament  now  show  a  disposition  to  assist 
those  societies  by  annual  grants  (as  we  da 
the  chartered  schools  in  Ireland),  no  one 
can  doubt,  that  the  seal  of  the  collectora* 
and  the  exertions  of  the  contributors  woidd 
beimmediately  relaxed  .Nor  canitreason* 
ably  be  questioned,  that  the  funds  so  bes* 
towed  would  be  applied  less  economically; 
Wemi^t  expect  soon  toseethoseincoaee 
now  raised  for  the  education  of  the  poor 
—in  less  considerable  towns  amounting  to 
100/.  or  90tf.  a  year,  in  larger  cities  to 
l,flOO{.,  1,500/.,  and  even  2,000/.--dwin« 
die  to  nothine,  while  others  only  in  em« 
embryo  might  perish,  and  many  benefi* 
cent  schemes  would  assuredly  never  be 
formed  at  all,  whidi  the  charity  of  the 
richer  classes,  left  to  itself,  neither  con- 
trolled nor  assisted,  might  speedily  have 
conceived.  The  line  traced  out  for  par- 
liament with  rsgard  to  the  populous  dta> 
tricts,  by  all  tlie  ef  idepce  giren  to  the 
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committeej  seems  sufficiently  plain.  It 
should  con&ne  its  assistance  to  tbe  first 
cost  of  tbe  estabiisbments,  and  leave  the 
yoarly  expenses  to  be  defrayed  in  every 
case  by  the.  private  patrons.  The  diffi- 
culty, generally  experienced,  in  beginning 
a  school,  arises  from  the  expenses  of  pro- 
^viding  tbe  school  room  and  the  master  s 
house.  In  many  places  the  inhabitants 
could  raise  so  mudi  a  year  to  keep  the 
thing  going,  .provided  it  were  once  start* 
ed;  but  something  in  the  nature  of  an 
outfit  is  wanted;  and  undertakings  are 
tbus.often  abandoned  from  the  difficulty  of 
meeting  this  first  and  greatest  expense. 
Whatever  parliament  may  be  disposed  to 
do,  should  be  confined  to  removing  this 
impediment,  and  thus  calling  into  action 
tbe  beneficent  dispositions  of  the  com* 
munity,  without  in  aiqr  wise  superseding 
the  necessity  of  tbem« 

The  House,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  gra- 
tified to  learn  how.  extensive  has  at  all 
times  been  the  operation  of  public  charity 
upon  the  education  of  the  poor  in  this 
country.^  I  speak  now  of  the  funds  raised 
by  occasional  oontributions,  independent 
or  tbe  maenificent  endowments  of  charit- 
able establishments.  The  extent  of  these 
subscriptions  in  the  present  day  is  well 
known;  but  the  committee  have  oeen  fur- 
Biabed  with  an  account  of  them  a  century 
ago»  by  tbe  kindness  of  Mr.  George  Dyer, 
a  man  greatly  to  be  respected  for  having 
devoted  a  long  aod  active  life  to  literary 
puvBuits.  It  appears  by  this  statement, 
|ublished  in  1719,  that  in  the  city  of 
London  no  less  than  4^952  children  then 
ftceived  their  education  from  annual  sub- 
adriptions,  and  tbe  collections  made  at 
charity  sermons.  Tbe  expense  o£  teach- 
iftg  and  clothing  them  was  8,859/.  a  year, 
including  the  cost  of  even  boarding  a 
small  jiumber.  This  b  a  curious  fact, 
when  contrasted  with  the  mreat  expense 
of  such  establishments  in  tbese  times.  I 
have  compared  the  charges  of  a  school 
in  Bloomsbury,  as  stated  before  the 
committee  in  1816^  where  101  boys,  and 
60  girls,  were  taught  and  clothed  with  the 
diarges  of  a  school  mentioned  in  tbe  old 
tract,  where  100  boys,  and  GO  girls  were 
taught  and  clothed :  the  whole  cost,  in 
queen  Ann's  time»  a|>pears  to  have  been 
fil2/.,  and  in  the  present  day,  it  eoKceeds 
IJ200U  It  must,  indeed,  be;confessed|  that 
this  increase  of  expense  is,  ia  part,  owing 
to  certain  abuses  m  the  management  of 
our  charities.  The  eonmiittee  have  fotmd 
several  instanoes  (rflradeanensublcribiiif 
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to  the  funds  of  a  school  with  the.  view  of 
obtaining  its  custom ;  and  the  trustees^, 
instead  of  checking  their  large  charjies^ 
appear  frequently  to  have  sonae  fellovr 
feeling,  which  makes  them  connive  at  thm 
excess,  as  weH  as  allow  an  undue  amount 
of  purchases.  The  examinations  of  these 
matters,  which  took  place  two  years  ago» 
and  the  discussion  to  which  our  report 

gave  rise,  I  would  fiiin  hope  may  alreiad^. 
ave  applied  the  only  remedy  which  la 
adapted  to  this  mischief,  by  exciting  tbei 
more  scrupulous  attention  of  the  aubscri* 
berg,  and  of  the  public  to  the  admiaistra* 
tion  of  thoae  funos. 

When  we  turn  from  the  considerable 
towns  and  populous  districts,  to  parts  of 
the  country  more  thinly  peopled,  we  per- 
ceive a  very  di&rent  state  of  things,  in  all 
but  one  essential  particular,  in  which 
every  quarter  of  the  kingdom  aetmg  to 
agree.  The  means  of  instruction  are 
scanty ;  there  is  little  reason  to  look  for 
their  increase,  but  the  poor  are  every* 
where  anxious  for  education.  From  the 
largest  cities  to  the  most  solitary  villagea 
—to  remote  districts  where  the  inhabitanta 
lived  dispersed,  without  even  a  hamlet  to 
gather  tnem  together;  whether  in  the 
busiest  haunts  of  men,  the  seals  of  refine* 
ment  and  civility,  where  the  general  diffii* 
sion  of  knowledge,  and  the  experience  of 
its  advantages  or  pleasures  might  be  ex- 
pected to  stamp  a  high  value  on  it  in  all 
men's  eyes;  or  in  the  distant  tracts  of 
country,  frequente4  by  men  barely  civi* 
lizedf'and  acquainted  witli  the  blessings  of 
education  rather  by  report  than  observa- 
tion—in every  corner  of  the  country  tbe 
poor  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
Its  vast  importance,  and  willing  to  make 
any  sacrifice  wiibin  tlie  bounds  of  possibi- 
lity to  attain  this  object  of  their  ardent 
and  steady  desire.  All  the  evidence  col« 
lected  by  tbe  committee  evinces  the  truth 
of  this  statement,  so  honourable  to  the 
character  of  our  country ;  and  I  make  it 
with  a  feeling  of  pleasure  and  pride,  be- 
cause it  shows  the  existence  of  a  noble 
^irit  in  Englishmen,  which  all  the  cidami- 
ties  of  the  times  have  not  been  able  to  un- 
dermine or  to  subdue. 

We  have  recently  issued  a  circular  Iet« 
ter  containing  queries  addressed  to  all  tbe 
clergy  of  England  and  Walesi  respecting 
their  several  parishes.  Already  answem 
have  been  received  from  above  seven 
thousand  places ;  and  I  cannot  avoid  ex- 
pressing the  sense  entertained  by  the  coair 
mitteci  of  the  aeal  sad  alacrity  shown  by 
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those  reverend  perseitt,  w^  laying  aside 
aH  other  avocations,  have  loH  not  an  hour 
in  applying  themsehres  to  the  contidera- 
tioD  of  this  importent  subject.  The  House 
win  better  judge  of  this  meritorious  exer- 
tion, when  1  add,  that  these  answers  have 
all  been  received  within  the  space  of  nine 
days,  and  the  remainder  are  hourly  pour^ 
in|[  in.  I  have.been  enabled  to  form  sofme 
Dpmlon  upon  the  information  which  the 
retwns  eontain^'by  the  assistance'  of  the 
oAcers  of  the  Hovse,  andthe  kind^tten^ 
tion  bestowed' by  two  learned  gentlemen, 
who  are  aiding  us  in  ^gesting  this  great 
mass  of  materials,  Reservmg  ior  a  sabse^ 
quent  part  of  my  observations  an  aceoiAit 
of  the  otiier  purposes,  to  which  th^se  in« 
quiries  have  been  subservtenti  I  shall  at 
pretent  state  the  results  of  the  evidence, 
as  far  as  they  be^r  upon)  the  diflerence 
between  the  inhabitants  of  the  populous 
and  thinly  peopled  districts. 
The  difference  is  twofold.    In  the  first 

'  place,  where  the  town  is  considerable, 
though  the  people  may  be  of  various  re- 
ligious denommations,  no  impediment  to 
instructing  the  whole  arises  from  tfiat  cir- 
cuoisi^ce,  because  there  is  room  for 
schools  upon  both  principles.  The 
thurt$hmen  can  fognd  a  seminary,  from 
WheAoe  dissenters  may  be  excluded  by 
the  lessons  tapght,  and  the  observances 
required ;  while  the  seeuries,  or  those 
members  of  the  establidiment  who  patro- 
nise the  schools  for  all  without  distinction 
of  creed,  may  support  a  school  upon  this 
univefsal  prrnciple,  and  touch  those  whom 
the  rules  of  the  church  society  exclude. 

^  But  this  is  evidently  impossible  in  smaller 
towns»  where  the  utmost  exertions  of  die 
wealthy  inhabitants  can  only  maintam  a 
single  school.  There,  if  the  bulk  of  the 
rich  belong  to  the  church,  no  school  win 
be  afforded  to  the  sectarian  poor;  though, 
certainly,  if  the  bidk  of  the  rich  be  dis- 
aentersy  the  poor  connected  with  the  es- 
taUidiment  mav  profit  by  the  school,  whidi 
is  likely  to  be  rounded.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  wealthy  inhabitants  are  more 
equally  divided,  and  the  members  of  the 
church  refuse  to  abandon  the  exclusive 
plan,  no  school  at  all  can  be  formed.  Ac- 
cordmgly  it  is  in  places  of  this  moderate 
size  that  the  difference  between  the  two 
plans  is  the  most  felt,  and  where  I  can 
nave  no  doubt,  that  the  progress  of  edu- 
cation .has  been  materially  diecked  by  an 
unbending  adherence  to  the  system  of 
the  natfonal  society.    The  moderate  size 

of  the  place  renders  the  distinction  of 
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seots  most '  injurious  to  edacaiion,  even 
where  there  exist  the  means  and  the  dis- 
|»ositien  to  e«tablish  schools  by  subscript 
tion-  Bfiti  secondly,  in  the  smallest 
toirnSi  and  in  villages  and  country  districts, 
there  is  not  found  the  sanae  incfioatkm  to 
plant  schools^  which  so  hoDOursbly  marks 
the  conduct  of  more  populous  places.. 
Where  iadividuais  live  in  very  nanrow 
communities,  stitt  more  Where'  they  art 
scattered  kt  die  country,  they  have  not 
the  hiMts  of  assembling  in^meetings»  and 
actihg  in  bodies.  Their  seal  Is  not  ftdsed 
by  the  aympalfay  and  mutual  reflexion^ 
Which  constant  communication  exaitesi 
and  even  vrhere  dielr  disposfidoas  are 
good,  they  know  not  how  to  set  about 
rormingor  promoUnga  phm  which  anaii 
essentiaDy  oepend  on  comfchied  opM^ 
dons.  'In  sndi  distridSi  we  certainly  oaiw 
not  expect  tbe  great  wdrk-  of  educating 
the  poor  to  be  undertaken  bv  the  vohn- 
tary  zeal  of  the  rich.  And  here»  there^ 
fore,  it  is  that  I  mast  took  forwai^  to  te^ 
gfolativfe  inference,  as  both  safe  and  n6- 
cessary. 

I  am  aware  how  dry  and  unlntevestiog 
this  subject  is  to  many  persons  present.-^ 
[There  was  coasidend>le  noise  about  tM 
thne  in  some  parts  of  the  House].  It  lute 
nothing  tyf  a  polidca],'or  party,  or  per- 
sonal nature.  It  involves  no  inquiry  mto 
the  conduct  of  the  royal  fimtily.  It  le* 
sards  no  violadon  of  the  privileses  of  th^ 
House.  It  is  alike  unconnected  widi  the 
preservadon  and  the  pursuit  of  place,  and 
can  afford  gratificadon  to  no  malignant  or 
interested  feeling.  It  has  but  a  sorry 
chance,  then,  of  fixing  the  attendon  of 
such  as  love  to  devote  their  minds  to  those 
higher  matters.  But  I  stttid  here  to  do 
my  duty  as  chaimum  of  your  committeey 
and  if  the  task  which  interests  me  should 
prove  dun  to  others,  I  only  beg  to  assure 
them,  that  I  neither  desbe  their  attendon 
nor  their  presence ;  and  if  perchance  thej 
have  any  more  pressing  avocadon  else- 
where at  this  particular  moment,  I  should 
feel  obliged,  by  dieir  pursuing  it,  and 
leaving  us,  without  disturbance,  to  the 
dull,  plodding,  ignoble  work,  of  vindlcatiisg 
the  cause  of  the  poor;  of  supporting  those 
who  can  have  no  other  advocates;  of 
urging  the  necessity  of  universal  educa^ 
tion,  and  imploring  parliament  to  imparl 
that  blessing  which  can  idone  preserve  tibe 
virtue  of  a  populous,  commercial,  and 
luxurious  empire,  and  prevent  iu  stabi- 
Uty  from  bemg  shaken'  by  the  progress  of 
its  refinement.    The  only  plan  to  which 
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we  can  look  with  confidence  for  securing 
this  mighty  object  is  the  application  of  a 
parish  school  system  to  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  voluntary  exertions  are  not 
to  be  expected  from  the  highier  classes  of 
society*  In  Scotland  this  system  has  long 
been  establidied  with  the  happiest  e&cts^ 
and  it  was  begun  there  at  a  time  when  all 
that  portion  of  the  island  was  io  the  same 
situation  with  those  districts  of  •  England^ 
to  which  I  now  consider  it  as  peculiarly 
applicable.  To  towns  of  a  considerable 
Size  I  deem  it  inappltcalile ;  and  if  appli- 
fiable  not  desirable.  But  there  seems  no 
.other  way  of  providing  education  for  all 
the  poor  m  smaller  towns,  and  in  country 

Earisbes.  Something  of  this  sort  has 
eretofore  been  submitted  to  the  atten- 
.tion  of  the  House.  About  eleven  vears 
iigOy  a  very  dear  and  most  lamented  mend 
of  mme  broached  it,  prematurely,  perhaps^ 
hut  usefully,  and  with  all  the  force  of  his 
powerful  and  virtuous  mind— •a  mind 
which  ever  seemed  to  bend  its  faculties 
JDOst  earnestly  to  subjects  that  touched 
the  well-being  of  the  poorer,  and  more 
helpless  classep  of  the  community.  The 
benevolent  views  of  Mr,  Whitbread  then 
met  with^reat  opposition;  and  I  think  not 
unnaturally;  for  the  House  was  called  upon 
.to  legislate  upon  a  great  and  complicated 
question  without  any  previous  inauiry,  and 
to  proceed,  as  it  were,  in  the  dark,  among 
a  variety  of  unascertained  obstacles.  He 
had  besides  strong  prejudices  to  encoun- 
ter, even  in  men  of  high  cliaracter  and 
talents.  Among  these,  it  is  painful  to  re- 
collect that  there  was  one,  who  ranked 
with  the  greatest  ornaments  of  his  age ; 
one  who  never  failed  to  captivate  nis 
bearers  by  the  brilliant  displays  of  his 
fancy,  even  while  they  felt  tnat  his  sub- 
tleties were  leading  their  good  sense 
astray;  whose  ingenuity,  indeed,  was 
constantly  laying  snares  for  his  own  better 
judgment:  and  who  too  oflen  tried  to 
mislead  others  by  paradoxes,  which,  on 
cooler  reflection,  he  must  have  been  the 
first  to  despise.  It  is  melancholy  and 
even  humiliating  to  reflect  on  this,  the 
greatest  of  all  his  paradoxes,  that  Mr. 
Windham,  himself  the  model  of  a  finely- 
educated  man,  the  most  finished  specimen 
of  the  power  of  cultivation,  should  have 
stood  forward  as  the  active  opponent  of 
national  education.  He  was  followed,  as 
great  men  usually  are,  by  persons  who 
would  have  been  left  at  an  immeasurable 
distance,  if  they  had  attempted  to  reach 
the  course  of  his  noble  genius  and  virtues. 


but  who  found  it  an  easy  matter  to  ape 
his  eccentricities  and  errors.  Nay,  with 
the  servile  zeal  of  imitators,  they  out- 
stripped their  master,  and  maintained^ 
that  if  you  taught  plowmen  and  mechanics 
to  read,  the\'  woula  thenceforward  dis^dain 
to  work.  It  is  a  most  comfortable  reflec- 
tion that  such  prejudices  and  fancies  have 
now  entirely  died  away.  Durrog  thia^ 
ajad  the  two  last  sessions,  in  all  the  dia* 
cussions  that  have  taken  place,  both  ia 
the  House,  in. the  committee,  and  in  the 
country,  I  have  never  heard  a  single  whis- 
per hostile  to  the  universal  diffusion  of 
knowledge.  Every  thin^  like  opposition 
to  the  measure  itself  is  anxiously  dis- 
claimed by  all.  The  only  question  enter- 
tained is,  touching  the  best,  ^li^t  is  the 
surest  and  most  economical  method  of 
carrying  it  into  effect* 

^  I  have  stated,  that,  in  my  humble  opi* 
nion,  we  ought  to  adopt  the  system  whi<^ 
has  already  been  tried  with  so  much  ad- 
vantage in  Sc9tland,  with  such  chansea 
as  may  adapt  it  to  the  situation  of  ^lis 
country.  The  attention  bestowed  froia 
the  earliest  times,  upon  the  important 
subject  of  national  education  in  that  part 
of  the  kingdom,  reflects  immortal  honour 
upon  its  inhabitants.  As  far  back  as  thwa 
fifteenth  century,  in  the  year  1494,  whea 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  trace  any  at- 
tention to  such  matters  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  English  or  the  Irish  parliament^ 
that  comparatively  poor  and  barbaroos 
country  introducea  into  its  Statute  book 
an  act,  the  mention  of  which,  I  suspect, 
may  excite  merriment  in  the  House-^an 
act  to  compel  persons  of  a  certain  station, 
barons,  and  freeholders  of  substance,  to 
have  their  eldest  sons  well  grounded  in 
Latin  at  the  grammsr  schools,  and  after- 
wards to  study  the  laws  for  three  yean^ 
to  the  end  that  <<  justice  might  remain 
universally  through  all  the  realm."  Other 
legislative  provisions  of  inferior  import- 
ance were  made  in  the  course  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  at  length,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  1st,  the  attention  of  go- 
vernment was  directed  to  the  establish- 
ment of  parochial  schools.  To  that  mo- 
narch is  unquestionably  due  the  praise  of 
having  begun  the  system.  I  know  not  if 
historians  have  sufficiently  marked  the 
difference  of  his  conduct  towards  England, 
and  towards  his  ancient  hereditary  king- 
dom. In  this  respect  he  somewhat  re- 
sembled a  celebrated  chief  of  our  own 
timeSy  who  always  treated  with  much  more 
favour  the  country  of  his  birth  than  that  of 
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hii  adoption.  So,  whatever  Charles  Islmaj 
have  been  in  England,  in  Scotland  he  was 
agreatrefonnen  She  owes  to  him  the  most 
beneficial  change  that  was  ever  efiected  in 
ecclesiastical  polity,  the  general  commuta- 
tion of  tithe ;  and  about  the  same  time 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  another  improve- 
ment hardly  less  important  both  to  the 
state  and  the  church,  the  system  of  parish 
schools.  In  the  precedfaig  rei^,  an  act 
of  council  had  passed,  1616,  directing  the 
bishops  **  to  deal  and  travail,"  with  their 
respective  dioceses  for  **  nroviding  the 
oieans  of  entertaining  schools.'*  And  the 
statute  of  Charies,  in  16SS,  compelled  the 
landholders  to  undertake  this  work.  It 
was  not,  however,  till  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, Uiat  the  measure  was  rendered  e&c- 
tualf  in  1696,  by  one  of  the  last  and  best 
acts  of  the  Scottish  parliament :  a  law 
justly  named  among  the  most  precious  le- 
gacies which  it  beoueathed  to  its  country. 
The  experience  or  above  a  century  has 
borne  irresistible  testimony  to  the  salutary 
tendency  of  Uiis  scheme.  The  expense 
attending  it  is  moderate.  The  school- 
bouse  is  a  building  little  better  than  a 
bam,  which  in  Scotland  may  cost  402.  or 
5N;  and  in  England  may  be  erected 
for  100/.  or  150L  The  yearly  salary  of 
the  master,  originally  from  sL  to  11/., 
was  raised  in  180S  to  its  present  amount 
of  16L  to  22L*  For  sums  no  greater  than 
Aese,  expended  in  every  parish,  the  whole 
of  Scotland  enjoys  the  inestimable  bene- 
fits of  an  education,  which  extends  to  the 
poorest  dssses  of  her  inhabitants,  and,  in 
Its  effects,  confers  a  thousand  advantages 
upon  the  hhrhest  orders  in  the  state.  The 
system  is  efficient  as  cheap^extensive  as 
useful — permanent  as  salutary.  The  dis- 
tinctions which  it  bestows  are  as  honour- 
able as  its  effects  are  beneficial ;  and  nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  are  confined 
to  the  country  itself.  Go  where  you  will 
over  the  world,  the  name  of  a  Scotchman 
is  still  found  combined  in  the  minds  of  all 
men,  perhaps  with  some  qualities  to  whidi 
sincere  regard  for  that  ^ood  people  res- 
trains me  from  mentionmg;  but  certainly 
with  the  reputation  of  a  well  educated 
man.  To  the  possession  of  this  enviable 
dmracteristic,  and  not,  I  trust,  to  the 

*  By  43  Geo.  9.  c.  54.  More  accu- 
rately, the  old  stipends  were  from  SLlls. 
Id.  to  llA  2s.  2iL ;  the  new  stipends  are 
from  16&  ISs.  Sd.  to  28/.  4«.  4cf.  and  they 
are  to  be  corrected  every  25  years  ac- 
cording to  the  price  of  grain. 
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other  qualities  imputed  to  them,  we  may 
fairly  ascribe  the  high  credit,  the  great 
ease,  and  what  is  usually  termed,  the  sue-* 
cess   in    life,    which   generally  attenda 
Scotchmen  settled  abroad.    Other  coun-* 
tries  where  they  have  settled  have  par* 
tially  followed  tlieir  example,  as  indeed, 
into  idiat  part  of  the  wortd  have  they  not 
emigrated  r .—  [There  was  considerable 
dieering  at  this  question] — Aye,  Sir,  and' 
let  me  ask,  where  have  they  gone  wiUiout 
conferring  benefits  on  the  place  of  their 
adoption?    In  what  place  have  they  set- 
tled, that  has  not  reaped,  at  the  least,  as 
mudi  advantage  from  them  as  it  has  bes- 
towed upon  them?    In  Sweden,  where  a 
number  of  the  noble  families  are  of  Scotch 
extraction,  something  upon  the  model  of 
the  parish  school  system  has  long  beeiv 
estaolished«    In  the  Swiss  cantons  and  in 
many  of  the  Protestant  countries  of  Ger» 
many,  the  example  has  been   fdlowedr 
with  more  or  less  closeness,  and  wherever 
the  plan  has  been  adopted,  its  influence 
upon  the  improvement  of  the  lower  classes 
and  the  general  well-being  of  society,  has, 
if  I  may  trust  my  own  observation,  and 
the  concurring  testimonies  of  other  ira- 
vellers,  been  S)undantly  manifest.    Ame- 
rica affords  another  instance  which  de-^ 
serves  to  be  cited  as  a  triumphant  refuta- 
tion of  the  whimsies  of  ingenious  men, 
who  fancy  they  can  descry  something  ior 
education  incompatible  with  genera)  in- 
duttry.    That  is  surely  the  last  country 
in  all  the  world,  where  idleness  can  ex-^ 
pect  to  find  encouragement.    The  impu* 
tation  upon  it  has  rather  been  that  the 
inhabitants  are  too  busy  to  be  very  refined.^ 
An  idler  there  is  a  kind  of  monster ;  he 
can  find  no  place  in  any  of  the  innumerable 
tribes  that  swarm  over  that  vast  continent. 
In  the  rapid  stream  of  its  active  and  stre- 
nuous population  it  is  impossible  for  any 
one  to  stand  still  a  moment ;  if  he  par- 
takes not  of  its  motion  he  will  be  over* 
whelmed  or  dashed  aside.    Yet  such  is 
the  conviction  there,  that  popular  educa- 
tion forms  the  best  foundation  of  national 
prosperity,  that  in  aU  the  grants  made  b^ 
the  government  of  their  boundless  tem- 
tory,  a  certmn  portion  of  each  township, 
I  believe  the  twentieth  lot,  is  reserved  for 
the  expense  of  instructing  and  maiataining 
the  poor. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  intro- 
duction of  this  subject  some  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Whitbread.  The  only  aoand  objec- 
tion which  was  then  urged  against  a  plan, 
resembling  iu  sooie  of  its  principles  the 
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one  I  am  now  broaching,  though  di^ering 
in  many  important  redpeeti  is  so  germain 
to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  prooeeded 
from  80  respectable  a  c[uarter>  that  I  must 
bete  shortly  notice  it.  Mr.  Perceval 
deemed  my  hon.  friend's  proposal  pre* 
mature ;  he  thought  it  was  beginning  at 
the  wrong  end,  to  legislate  before  we  bad 
inquired ;  and  he  recommended  (what  I 
was  not  aware  of  two  years  agts  when.  I 
first  proposed  the  present  measure)  that' 
before  any  thing  fiirther  was  disne»  a  com- 
mission should  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  present  state  of  the  charitable  founda* 
tlons,  and  other  institutions  for  educating 
the  poor.  The  committee  has  already 
made  great  progress  in  the  investigation 
of  this  subject;  it  has  received  a  prodi- 
gious mass  of  information  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  We  are  now  diligently 
employed  in  prosecuting  these  researches, 
and  in  digesting  their  results  into  Tables, 
which  may  exhibit  atone  view  a  general, 
but  minute  chart  of  the  state  of  education 
throughout  the  empire;  so  that  the  eye 
may  readily  perceive  in  each  district  wbat 
are  the  existing  meaoa  of  public  instroc^ 
tioo,  and  wherein  these  means  are  defi- 
cient ;  how  many  children  in  any  given 
place  are  taught,  and  af^er  what  manner; 
now  many  are  clothed  or  maintained;  how 
the  funds  for  their  instruction  or  support 
arise ;  with  much  information  of  a  miscel- 
laneous nature,  affording  valuable  suggea- 
tions  to  the  commiasion  which  is  about  to 
issue,  for  the  more  rigoxous  investigation 
of  all  charitable  abuses*  When  these 
tables  shall  be  laid  before  the  House,  an 
^mple  foundation  will  be  prepared  for  the 
legislative  measure,  wbioh,  sooner  or  later« 
I  am  convinced  must  be  adopted;  for 
they  Mill  indicate  the  kind  or  districts 
where  parish  schools  are  most  wanted* 
and  enable  us  to  frame  the  provisions  of. 
.  the  law,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  tbe 
exertions  of  private  charity,  and  to  avoid, 
unnecessary,  and  what  is  the  same  tUng, 
hurtful  legislation. 

The  more  immediate  subject,  however, 
of  our  consideration  at  present  is»  the 
measure  of  inquiring  effectually  into  the 
Btate  and  management  of  charitable  funda* 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  House  will 
feel  with  me  the  necessi^  of  adopting  it» 
when  I  state  a  fe^v  particulars  to  show  the 
large  amount  of  those  funds  and  the 
abusea  to  which  they  are  liable*  The  re- 
turns in  pursuance  to  the  26th  Geo.  Sri, 
commonly  calM  Mr.  Gilbert's  acW  are 
known  to  bo  exceedii^  defective ;  yel 
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tbejr  make  the  yeari^  income  of  Aaritiea  f 
about  48,000/.  from  money,  and  310,0002.  ' 
from  land  in  the  vear  17S8*    It  appem   ' 
from  evidence  laid  before  the  committeCt 
that  in  one  county,  Berkshiae,  only  a  third 
part  of  the  fuodb  waa  returned.    If  wm 
suppose  this  to  be  the  average  defioiencj    i 
in  the  whole  returns,  it  will  follow  that 
the  whole  income  actually  received  bj 
Parities  was  between  7  and  800,000L  m 
ydiar.    But  this  is  very  fiir  from  an  aocn- 
rate  estimate  of  the  real  annual*  vidua  oF 
dksritable  estates.    Several  drcumstaqce^ 
concur  to  keep  the  income  down.    la  ibm 
first  place,  the  trustees  have,  generallj 
speaking,  very  insufficient  powers  for  tha 
the  profitable  management  of  the  fiinda 
under  their  care.*  They  are  thua  pve* 
vented  firom  turning  them  to  the  best  ae» 
count.    I  know  of-  many  cases  wheret  ftr 
want  of  the  power  to  sell  and  exchange^ 
pieces  of  land  in  the  middle  of  towns lia 
watte  which  might  yield  large  revenoea. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mv* 
Huakisaon),  connected  with  the  depart* 
Aent  of  the  land  revenue,  ia  perfect^ 
aware  how  important  an  increase  of  in* 
come  might  be  derived  from  an  addition 
of  this  sort  to  the  power  of  trustees.    It 
is  a  power  which  the  donors  would  in  al« 
most  every  instance  have  confisrredhad  they 
foreseen  the  change  of  circumstances  that 
renders  it  so  desirable.    Another  sooree 
of  diminution  to  the  revenue  of  the  poor 
is  the  loss  of  property  through  defecti  kk 
the  original  constitution  of  tl^  trofts^aad 
a  consequent  extinction  in  many  oases  of 
the  trustees,  without  the  possibility  of 
supplying  their  places.    Negligence  in  sU 
ita  various  branches  ia  next  to  be  named^ 
including    cardesaness,  iterance,  indo* 
lence,  all  the  sins  of  omiasioo  by  which 
men  suffer  the  affairs  of  others  to  perisk 
in  their  hands,  when  they  have  the  ma* 
nagement  of  them  gratuitously,  and  eub* 
ject  to  no  efficient  dieck  or  control.  Add 
to  all  these  sources  of  mismanageroe&ty 
the  large  head  of  wilful  and  corrupt  abaae 
in  its  various  branchesy  and  we  Miall  pM« 
bably  underrate  the  amount  of  (he  incoaao 
wfaidi  ought  now  to  bo  received  by  chari* 
ties*  if  we  aa?  ( that  it  ia  nearer  two  aail* 
lions  than  fifteen  hundred   thooMmd  a 
year ;  by  far  the  greater  part  of  wUeh 
arises  firom  real  property. 

It  ia  very  material  to  observe  the  uti* 
mate  connexion  between  this  aubjeot  and 
anodier,  which  at  preaent  justly  oecupiei 
a  large  share  of  our  attention,  and  exdlea 
a  most  lively  intereat  throiighottt  tha 
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^ooontTf-^tho  poor  fatwi.    Were  I  to  sug- 
•gesl  that  an  inqakj  into  the  extent  of  the 
nmdt  already  deBtined  (o  charitable  pnr- 
poaesyand  thie  beet  meant  of  making  toem 
-available  to  those  ends,  ought  naturally 
io  accompany^  if  not  to  preo^  a  revision 
4>f  the  lawi  for  supporting  the  poor,  I 
should  hardly  be  accused  of  takmg  a  fan- 
cifnlv  or  sanguue  view  of  the  question, 
or  of  falling  into  the  error  so  commonly 
observed  in  projectors  and  authors,  who 
mt9  prone  to  imagine  that  their  favourite 
•object  shoots  its  ramifications  into  all 
others.    I  have  the  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature, which  by  its  practice  nas  sanctioned 
the  position,  that  tne  present  inquiry  is 
connected  with  the  poor  laws.    The  first 
atatute  of  charitable  uses,  which  was  a 
temporary  one,   passed  in  the  S9th  of 
£iixabeth,  at  the  time  when  the  state  of 
the  poor  was  attracting  the  notice  of  par- 
liament.   The  weU  known  act  of  the  48d 
of  that  reign,  which  followed,  was  passed 
in  the  same  year  with  the  celebrated  poor 
.  law,  and  stands  next  but  one  to  it  in  the 
Statute  Book.    The   preamble   to   Mr. 
Gilbert's  Act  recites  the  expedience  of 
inquiring  into  chariMible  donations  at  the 
time  when  **  the  legislature  are  directing 
inquiries  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  poor.''    The  present  then  seems  an 
eoually  appropriate  occasion  for  under- 
talJdog  the  investigation  which  I  now  re- 
commend, when  we  are  occupied  in  re- 
vising the  system  of  the  poor  laws. 
.   As  the  mass  of  evidence  examined  by 
the  cohimitteo  cannot  for  some  time  be 
accessible  to  the  members  of  this  House, 
I  think  it  may  be  useful  if  I  now  state  a 
few  esses  of  mismanagement  and  abuse, 
to  serve  for  a  sample  of  those  which  msy 
be  found  in  every  part  of  the  country.    I 
shall  *not  at  present  name  the  particular 
places,  but  only  the  counties  wnence  the 
cases  have  come ;  because  inaccurate  le- 
|torts  of  the  charges  made  here  against 
■Bdividuals  are  apt  to  get  into  circulation. 
When  the  whole  detafls  shall  be  presented 
in  the  committee's  report,  the  persons  ac- 
eused  will  be  pointed  out ;  but  they  will 
then  hsve  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
aUtements  on  which  the  cnarges  rest,  and 
knowing  the  names  of  their  accusers.    A 
^^naige  ne^ect,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  has 
appeared  m  the  administration  of  some 
lierkshire  charities.  In  Charles  Ist's  reign 
Ae  sum  of  4,000/.  was  left  to  be  laid  ou  t 
in  land  for  the  use  of  a  tfchool,  and  in 
1660  the  purchases  were  completed,  for 
SfidOLf  the  renuttnbg  lOM  having  pro- 


baUy  gone  for  the  expenses  of  the  ooa- 
vemnoe.  What  rent  doea  the  House 
thmk  these  lands  have  yieldfed  ?  In  181 1 
it  was  only  196^  a  year,^  five  per  cent  dn 
the  original  purchase  money  a  century  and 
a  half  ago,  and  only  IW.  more  than  wis 
received  a  few  years  after  the  Restoration. 
The  good  and  diligent  trustees  in  Charles 
2nd's  time  dealt  wisely  and  well  widi  the 
estate,  for  di^  very  soon  made  it  yield  5 
per  cent ;  but  the  less  careful,  I  wiU  not 

3r  less  honest,  stewards  in  George  8d*8 
gn,  granted  a  sixteen  years  lease  at  a 
rise  of  ten  pounds  above  die  rent  in  the 
seventeenth  century.    In   1811,  indeed, 
the  rent  was  doubled;   though  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  still  very 
inadequate.    To  another   school  in  the 
same  county  belongs  an  estate  let  at  450/., 
which  the  surveyors  value  at  above  1,000/. 
a  year.    And  the  incomes  received  from 
Isnds  purchased  seventy  years  ago,  by 
difierent  charities,  with  sums  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  22,000/.,  is  now  only  S79/., 
being  little  more  than  one  and  a  half  per 
cent  on  the  purchase  money.    A  certain 
corporation  in  Hsmpshire  has  long  had 
the   management  of  estates  devised  to 
charitable  uses,   and   valued   at   above 
2,000/.  a  year  by  surveyors.    They  are 
let  for  2  or  8001  a  year  on  fines.    How 
are  the  fines  disposed  of  ?  No  one  knows; 
at  least  no  one  will  tell.    Those  interested 
in  the'  application  inquire  in  vam.    The 
corporation  wraps  itself  up  in  a  dignified 
mystery,  and  withholds  its  books  from 
vulgar  inspection.    The  ssme  worshipful 
booy  has  obtained  possession  of  a  sura  of 
1,000/i,  part  of  a  bequest  wdl  known  by 
the  name  of  White's  Charity.    In  former 
times  sir  Thomas  White,  a  merchant  in 
London,  left  certain  estates  to   form   a 
fund  for  assisting  poor  tradesmen  with 
small  loans,  somewhat  according  to  the 
plan  adopted  by  Dean  Swift,  but  which 
his  peculiar  temper  frustrated,  and  ren- 
dered a  source   of  great   uneasiness  to 
himself.    The  corporation  to  which  I  al- 
lude, became  entrusted  with  1,000/.  of 
this  money;  and  what  they  have  done 
with  one  half  of  it  I  know  not ;  they  may 
have  lent  it  to  poor  traders ;  but  I  am 
aware  that  the  other  500/.  has  not  been 
so  lent,  either  with  or  without  interest, 
but  applied  to  pay  a  corporation  debt, 
and  in  this  ingenious  manner :  it  has  been 
lent  without  mterest  to  the  creditors  of 
the  corporation  in  satisfaction  for  the  pre- 
sent of  their  debt,  and  a  truly  'msrveltous 
recommendation  has  been  entered  on  the ' 
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corporation  books  to  thtir.  successors,  to 
do  the  same  as  often  as  the  demands  of 
the  creditor  miffht  require  the  operation 
to  be  performed.  I  hold  in  my  hand  forty 
or  fifty  more  instances  of  abuse,  extracted 
from  the  numerous  returns  made  by  the 
fesident  clergy.  The  committee  room  is 
.directed  to  be  opened  to  every  member  of 
the  House;  gentlemen  will  there  see  the 
returns  arranged  in  piles,  under  the  heads 
«f  the  several  counties,  and  the  praise- 
worthy zeal  of  the  two  learned  gentlemen 
(Mr.  Parry, and  Mr.  Koe)  who  assist  the 
committee,  will  help  them  to  find  any  of 
the  particular  cases  to  which  I  am  now  re- 
ferring, as  well  as  many  others  which  I  am 
obliged  to  omit.  At  a  place  in  Devon- 
shire the  question.  What  funds  exist,  de- 
stined to  the  purposes  of  education,  is 
answered  by  a  statement,  "  that  thefiinds 
4>f  the  Foundation  School  ere  known  only 
to  Mr.  Such-a-one."  In  another  return 
It  is  said,  that  no  account  whatever  can 
be  obtained  of  the  funds ;  and  in  a  third, 
the  estate  belonging  to  the  charity  is  al- 
leged to  have  been  let  on  a  ninety-nine 
years'  lease.  Now  this  lease  of  itself  I 
liold  to  be  an  abuse.  To  let  and  take  a 
fine  is  an  abuse ;  to  let  for  so  long  a  term 
without  taking  a  fine  is  a  gross  misma- 
nagement of  the  property.  What  then 
win  the  House  say  of  leases  for  eight  and 
nine  hundred  years?  We  have  evidence 
of  both ;  and  in  one  case  for  a  pepper  com 
rent.  In  the  county  of  Norfolk,  a  school 
was  founded  in  1680,  for  educating  forty 
children ;  but  none  are  now  taught  there 
atalL  The  reverend  author  of  this  re» 
turn  Job8ervel^  that  great  mystery  hangs 
over  this  charity— a  remark  the  less  sur- 
prising, when  we  find  that  the  estates 
produce  SOO^  a  year,  and  that  the  ac- 
counts have  not  been  audited  for  thirty 
years.  A  school  was  ancienUy  endowed 
an  Derbyshire,  and  the  lands  produce 
sol*  a  year,  but  no  children  are  taught; 
and  the  return  describes  the  management 
of  the  funds  to  be  *<  most  shameful  and 
abominable.'*  The  master  has  done  no- 
thing for  ten  years;  the  trustees  ace  all 
dead ;  and  no  successors  haire  been  ap- 
pointed. In  Essex  a  school  was  founded 
many  years  ago,  and  at  one  time  it  had  fal- 
len into  such  mismanagemaiti  that  only  a 
few  boys  were  taught,  I  believe,  by  a  me- 
chanic whom  the  master  appointed.  The 
present  incumbent  provides  for  the  edu- 
cation of  70  children,  but  so  ample  are 
the  funds,  that  he  receives  about  a  thou- 
jw^.ayeari  after  paying  all  the  expenses 
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of  the  establishment.  Owing  to  the  neg- 
lect of  the  trustees,  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  another  school  in  that  count^f  haa 
lapsed  to  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge, 
and  the  clause  in  the  present  bill  exempt* 
ing  all  charities  under  the  control  of  col* 
leges,  wUl  prevent  the  commissioners  from 
inquiring  mto  the  causes  of  this  devolu- 
tion, for  which  no  blame  can  attach  te 
Magdalen,  but  certainly  the  greatest  n^^ 
lect  must  be  imputed  to  the  trustees*  u 
one  place,  in  Leicestershire,  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  a  school  has  lately 
been  ofiered  for  sale,  by  what  possible 
right  or  title  I  am  unable  to  divine*  A 
surplus  fund  is  stated  in  another  return  to 
have  been  pocketed  by  the  trustees*  In 
Nottinghamshire  there  is  a  free  school,  the 
funds  of  which  our  reverend  informant 
scruples  not  to  say  are  grossly  abused. 
The  scholars  are  wholly  neglected,  and 
hush-money  is  given  to  the  master*  The 
income  is  stated  to  be  400^  a  year*  In 
Worcestershire  a  charitable  foundation, 
which  existed  a  few  years  ago,  is  said  to 
have  entirely  disappeared*  In  the  same 
county  there  is  a  scnool  endowed  with  aa 
income  of  IfiOOl.  a  year;  and  timber  was 
latdy  cut  upon  the  estates  which  sold 
for  3701.  By  the  deed  of  Ibundatioa 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  are  en- 
titled to  have  their  children  educated ;  but 
the  master  has  made  so  manj  exceptions 
and  restrictions,  that  only  eight  boys  be* 
longing  to  that  place  are  taught*  In  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  is  a  schoo!, 
the  revenue  of  which  amounts  to  l,dOtf. 
a  vear ;  six  boys  are  taught*  The  master 
or  a  school  in  the  East  Riding  reoetvea 
his  salary  and  lives  in  the  West  Riding; 
he  has  done  so  for  thirty  years  past:  it 
is  needless  'to  add,  that  **  the  sdiool  is 
a  sinecure,  and  the  funds  grossly  niisap« 
plied*''  In  one  of  the  Northamptonshire 
returns,  the  clergyman  sajs,  he  can  learn 
nothing  of  the  application  of  a  school 
estate  of  76L  a  year,  which  never  was 
registered,  and  he  adds,  that  other  charities 
in  his  parish  are  misapplied,  and  more  In 
danger  of  being  lost,  *<in  consequence 
of  the  parish  clerk  having  been  plan- 
dered  of  all  writings  relative  to  charities.'* 
In  Derbyshire  one  return  gives  this  an- 
swer to  our  auestion.  What  funds  exist  m 
vour  parish  tor  education  ?  <«  None ;  mjr 
lord  Sud^a-one  and  his  ancestors  have 
withheld  the  rent  of  certain  lands  of 
considerable  value  fhwn  the  grammar* 
school."  A  similar  case  seemed  to  be 
presented  to  our  notion  by  e  remark  in  e 


601] 


Education  tfthe  Poor  Bill. 


May  8i  1818. 


[608 


county  history;  dieautiior  iays,  that  in 
a  certain  parish  (in  Westmorland)  a 
school  was  amply  endowed  and  began, 
«•  but  being  only  m  its  probationary  state, 
it  was  thought  ^t  by  the  owner  of  the  es- 
tate to  be  discontinued.'*  In  other  words, 
the  scholars  were  (to  use  the  technical 
phrase)  dismissed,  the  school  broken  up, 
and  since  that  time  no  man  had  heard  any 
thing  of  it.  Pursuing  this  hint  we  caused 
the  probate  office  to  be  searched,  and 
there  found  a  wiU  in  1700,  devising  a  ma« 
nor,  a  capital  messuage,  the  tithes  of  a 
parish,  and  the  tithes  of  a  hamlet,  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  a  schooL 
Yet  this  school  had  never  passed  beyond 
**  its  probationary  state."  It  is  true,  that 
some  of  those  to  whom  the  estate  de- 
volved have  lately,  as  an  act  of  their  own 
charity,  founded  a  small  school  in  their 
own  name.  But  it  is  fit  that  all  persons 
should  learn  one  lesson ;  when  funds  are 

f'ven  to  the  poor,  gratitude  l»  doe,  and 
trust  is  always  rendered ;  and  then  the 
funds  belong  to  the  poor,  who  are  not 
to  be  called  upon  a  second  time  to  thank 
those  from  whom  by  piecemeal  the  same 
property  is  again  doled  out,  which  bad 
oeen  given  entirely,  and  once  for  all, 
above  a  hundred  years  ago.  I  know  an- 
other instance  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Yorkshire,  where  for  an  income  of  near 
SOOL  a  year,  the  master  teaches  four  or 
five  scholars,  when  within  the  memory  of 
asaoy  now  livinip,  the  same  endowment 
used  to  educate  forty  of  fifty. 

It  may  be  observed  of  the  cases  which 
I  have  sttted,  that  they  are  all  (except 
two)  taken  from  the  returns  furnished  by 
the  psrochial  clergy;  and  conseouently 
they  are  beyoad  every  suspicion  or  ezsg- 
geration.  indeed  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  those  reverend  persons  are  rather 
disjXMed  to  understate  the  abuses  in  their 
neighbourhood,  from  a  disinclination,  per* 
haps  pardonable  upon  the  whole,  to  be- 
come the  accusers  of  those  with  whom 
they  live  on  friendly  habits.  I  must  add 
another  observation  upon  the  source  of 
our  intelligence.  The  returns  and  mdeed 
the  labours  of  the  committee  relate  only 
to  charities  connected  with  education,  and 
consequently  we  have  received  no  evi- 
dence regarding  any  other  abuses,  al- 
thourii  it  is  mamfest  that  all  charities  are 
as  liable  to  mismanagement  as  the  class 
more  particularly  eaamined. 

I  shall  now  strengthen  the  infisrences 
which  I  am  pressmg  upon  the  House,  by 
the  high  authority  of  the  committee 


which  sat  in  1786  and  7  upon  the  retons 
under  Mr.  Gilbert's  act.  The  report 
states,  that  many  charitable  donauons 
have  been  lost,  ana  others  were  mdanger  of 
being  lost,  from  the  neslect  and  inatten- 
tion of  those  who  ought  to  superintend 
them;  that  the  matter  seems  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  call  for  the  serious  and 
sp^y  attention  of  parliament;  and  it 
admits  that  the  returns  under  the  act  ate 
exceedingly  imperfect. 

Yet,  strange  to  tell,  this  recommenda* 
tion  has  been  wholly  neglected  by  pariia- 
ment  for  id>ove  thirty  years.  I  mall  add 
another  testimony  to  the  general  exist- 
ence of  abuses,  the  more  unexceptionable 
because  it  comes  from  an  uoexpected 
quarter :  I  mean  the  late  lord  Kenyon ; 
an  authority  greatly  to  be  respected  oa 
every  account,  but  peculiarly  entitled  to 
deference  when  it  appeared  m  opposition 
to  public  malversations,  which  that  noble 
aoa  learned  person  never  showed  himself 
peculiarly  zealous  to  denounce.  I  allude 
to  a  case  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Term 
Reports,  the  Kinff  v.  Archbishop  of  York. 
A  schoolmaster  nad  been  refused  a  li- 
cence on  account  of  unfitness,  and  the 


court  of  King*s-bencb  was  applied  to  for 
a  Mandamus.  The  lord  diief  justice 
begins  his  judgment  in  the  prelate's  fa- 
vour with  these  remarkable  expressions.* 
**  Whoever  will  examine  the  state  of  the 

frammar  schools  in  difierent  parts  of  this 
ingdom  will  see  to  what  a  lamentable 
condition  most  of  them  are  reduced,  and 
would  wish  that  those  who  have  any 
superintendence  or  control  over  them,  had 
been  as  circumspect  as  the  archbbhop  of 
York  has  been  on  the  present  occasion. 
If  other  persons  had  equally  done  their 
duty,  we  should  not  find  as  is  now  the 
case,  empty  walls  without  sdiolars,  and 
every  thing  neglected  but  the  receipt  of 
the  salaries  and  emoluments.  In  some 
instances  that  have  lately  come  to  my 
own  knowledge,  there  was  not  a  single 
scholar  in  the  schools,  though  there  were 
very  large  endowments  to  them." 

When  such  are  the  abuses  that  exist, 
and  so  high  the  authorities  which  proclaim 
them,  I  surely  may  venture  to  assert  the 
absolute  necessity  of  parliament  taking 
immediate  steps  thoroughly  to  investigate 
and  sift  the  whole  matter  to  the  bottom. 
But  let  me  here  notice  the  damour  which 
has  already  been  raised  against  the  powers 
proposed  to  be  confiBrred  upon  the  com- 

•  6  Term  Reports,  4^, 
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misBionefi  barged  with  this  importdnt 
inquiry.  I  hear  it  said,  tihat  they  are  in- 
consifitatit  with  the  rights  of  private  pro* 
perty.  Under  the  flimsy  pretence  of 
great  ti^ndemess  for  those  sacred  rights,  I 
iun  well  aware  tltat  th^  euthoia  of  the 
outcry  conceal  their  ewo  dread  of  being 
themselves  drteged  to  light  as  robbers  <x 
die  poor,  and  I  will  tell  those  diameless 
persons,  that  the  doctrine  which  they 
promulge,  of  charitable  funds  in  a  trus- 
teb's  hands  beirig  private  property^  is 
utterly  repusnant  to  the  whole  law  of 
England.^  That  law  regards  the  inheri- 
tance bf  the  poor  as  matter  of  public, 
not  of  private  jurisdiction,  and  deals  with 
it  as  it  does  with  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Church.  I  am  anxioUs  to  cor* 
rect  once  for  all  the  misrepresentation  of 
which  I  know  complain,  becanse  it  is 
artfully  disseminated  with  a  view  to  excite 
prejudices  against  the  proposed  measure, 
hy  ai^ealiog  to  the  very  just  delicacy 
that  prevaik  on  every  thing  oonnected 
with  private  rights,  I  therefore  again 
assert,  that  a  more  gross  abuse  of  lan- 
guage never  was  committed  by  ignoranft 
or  by  wilful  perversion,  than  the  state- 
ment that  charitable  funds  are  of  a  pri- 
vate nature.  The  legislature  has  at  all 
times  treated  them  as  public.  The  4Srd 
of  Elisabeth  orders  commissions  to  be 
issued  for  examining  all  abases  of  those 
funds,  with  powers  not  merely  to  inquire, 
but  to  reform  by  making  <<  orders,  judg- 
rbents,  and  decrees.''  Who  ever  thought 
of  a  commission  to  investigate^  or  control 
the  management  of  private  propertv? 
\Vhen  a  private  estate  is  dilapidatecf— . 
when  land  is  let  for  an  elusory  rent- 
when  the  interests  of  the  remainder-man 
are  in  any  way  sacrificed  by  the  tenant 
for  life— who  ever  dreamt  of  allowing  any 
one  not  interested  (except  in  the  case  of 
aa  infant)  to  apply  for  a  judiciid  investi- 
gation of  the  injury  ?  Yet,  by  the  statute 
of  Elizabeth,  commissioners  may  be  sent 
into  any  county  with  powers  to  iropannel  a 
jury,  and  proceed  judicially  against  all 
who  mismanage,  or  abuse  funds  destined 
to  charitable  uses,  without  any  previous 
complaint  at.  the  instance  of  any  party 
interested  in  the  proj^y.  In  Uke  nasi- 
ner  Mr.  Gilbert's  act  requires  every  per- 
son in  whose  hands  any  such  funds  are, 
whetlier  arisii%  from  land  or  other  soorcet 
to  return  die  nature  and  amdunt  of  the 
estates  within  three  months,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  one  half  of  the  prc^ierty  at  the 
suit  of  a  common  iofbrmer*      llie  two 
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statutes  passed  in  1812,  firooeedupon  the 
same  view  of  the  question.    By  one  of 
them  (52  Geo.  Srd.,  c.  101 )  a  r^stry  of 
charitable  donations  is  prescribed :  and 
the  other  (52  Geo.  Srd.,  ie.  102)  gives  a 
remedy  for  any  abuse  of  them,  by  peti- 
tion to  a  court  of  equity,  which  any  two 
persons  may  present ;  a  proceeding  which 
nas,  however,  proved  most  inadequate  to 
the  correction  of  the  mischief.    Such  is 
the  light  in  which  charitiible  funds  have 
always  been  regarded  by  the  legislature^ 
and  so  little  have  they  ever  been  conn« 
dered  as  private  property  I  But  I  Alight 
appeal  to  the  view  which   the  common 
law  takes  of  them,  when  it  phices  them, 
as  it  were,  under  the  joint  protection  of 
the  Crown  and  the  community,  authorii* 
ing  the  attorney  seneral  to  file  an  ioffar^ 
olation  oh  the  relation  of  toy  indtvidval, 
who  may  stale  that  a  charity  has  been 
abused.    What  is  there  analogous  to  this 
In  the  whole  laVr  of  England  with  respect 
to  private  rights,  unless  perhaps  in  the 
case  of  ielants  ?  It  seema  as  it  the  law 
regarded  all  charitable  funds  in  the  l%fat 
of  aa  idfant's  estate,  and  took  the  poor 
tuderiti  especial  protection.    But  it  ia 
said,  that  there  is  some  hardship  in  calling 
upon  indfvkiuals  to  produce  their,  title 
deeds.    I  "have  endeavoured  so  to  frame 
the  measure  in  contemplation,  as  to  re- 
move every  pretence  for  this  conoplatnt* 
Where  the  whole  of  a  deed  or  other  do* 
cument  relates  to  the  charity,  the  peraoa 
possessed  of  it  must  show  it ;  and  he  can- 
not possibly  ittiprehend  any  inquiry  from 
doing  so.      Where  only  a  part  of  die 
writing  relate  to  the  charity,  and  the  rest 
may  be  supposed  to  regard  the  other  titlea 
of  the  possessor,  then  he  is  only  compel* 
lable  to  produce  an  attested  copy  of  the 
portion  which  relates  to  the  chanty.  And 
if  a  document  is  called  for,  which  the 
possessor  will  swear  does  not  relate  to 
any  diarity,  he  will  then  ndt  be  required 
to  produce  either  the  instrument  or  aa 
excerptk    Tlius,  where  the  title  of  the 
charity  is  mixed  up  with  the  title  of  the 
private  property,  the  latter  is  sacred  from 
idl  inquiry ;  although  indeed  the  great  majo* 
rity  ofaiseh  ciiKs  are  matter  of  ptdilic  noto* 
ri^,  being  generallv  bequests  and  devisea 
in  wills  disi^esing  of  whole  estates,  and  ae^ 
cessibte   to   dU  at  the  probate  olBcea. 
Where  documents  are  in  the  hands  of 
a^nts  trustees,  or  mortgdgees«  a  provi* 
sion  is  aSkide  that  they  shall  not  be  obiigM 
to   product   them    widiout   due  notice 
being  given  to  their  prindpiilSi  cestui^ue* 
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trusts,  or  mortgagors,  so  that  any  objec- 
tion available  to  Uie  latter  may  hold  good 
to  prevent  the  production  in  the  hands  of 
tfie  former.  The  power  of  commitment 
given  to  the  commissionen  has  also  been 
objected  to :  I  answer,  that  such  a  power 
appears  essentially  necessarv  to  make  the 
machine  work.  Where  abuses  of  such 
magnitude,  as  I  have  described,  exist,  we 
cannot  expect  the  strone  interest  of  indi- 
viduals in  concealing  them  to  be  over- 
'  come  without  the  application  of  a  force 
which  shall  at  once  defy  such  resistance. 
Ample  guards  and  checks  are  however 
provided  >  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
this  power  bemg  abused,  ana  to  give  the 

tarty  aggrieved  speedy  relief,  particularly 
y  a  direction  that  the  whole  examina- 
tion which  leads  to  any  commitment  shall 
be  set  forUi  in  the  warrant. 

The  provisions  exempting  the  two 
universities,  and  the  four  great  schools  is 
the  only  other  part  of  the  details  of  the 
measure  that  may  require  observation. 
It  has  been  asked,  wny  those  bodies 
should  be  excepted  ?  If  there  be  no  abuses 
in  the  management  of  their  funds  or  in 
the  administration  of  their  other  con- 
cerns, what  have  they  to  dread  from  in- 
quiry? If,  on  the  contrary,  there  are 
such  abuses,  why  not  examine  and  correct 
them  ?  I  confess  myself  one  of  those  who 
feel  the  force  of  the  remark.  I  will 
allow  much  to  the  high  dignity  of  those 
bodies,  especially  the  universities ;  but  I 
cannot  easily  imagine  that  it  could  be 
injured  by  an  investigation  leading  to  an 
acquittal  which  must  place  them  beyond 
all  suspicion.  Nay,  1  think,  the  truest 
dignity  is  that  which,  conscious  of  inno- 
I  cence,  defies  and  courts  inquiry ;  not  that 
;  which  wraps  itself  up  in  mystery  and 
.  affects  to  place  itself  above  being  ques- 
tioned. For  it  must  be  observed,  that  as 
such  a  refusal  is  equivocal,  and  may  pro- 
ceed alike  from  fear  of  exposure,  and  re- 
pugnance to  being  suspected,  there  will 
never  be  wanting  persons  to  believe  that 
all  the  mystery  so  proudly  affected,  is 
intended  to  consult  their  safety  rather 
than  their  dignity.  But,  beside  the  ap- 
prehension that  a  refusal  might  have  en- 
dangered the  bill  in  certain  Quarters,  the 
reason  which  has  influenced  me  in  ac- 
ceding to  the  proposed  exemption  is,  that 
tliose  ^  great  establishments  are  placed 
conspicuously  in  the  eyes  of  the  public, 
and  may  be  examined  by  the-  ordinary 
proceedmgs  in  Chancery,  and  by  the  in- 
quiries of  this  House.    In  most  cases  the 


danger  of  abuses  arises  from  the  obscu- 
rity of  the  charity,  the  existence  of  which 
is  often  unknown,  even  to  those  who 
ought  to  act  as  the  trustees.  Into  such 
cases,  the  committee  above  stairs  cannot 
inquire  as  they  may  into  the  universities ; 
and  radividuals  can  neither  discover  the 
abuse  nor  undertake  a  litigation  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  singular  enough,  that  the 
statute  of  charitable  uses,  originated  in  a 
charge  of  abuse  preferred  against  the 
universities.  From  a  pas^e  in  D'Ewes' 
Journals,*  it  appears  that  a  complaint  was 
preferred  to  this  House,  **  of  many  cor- 
ruptions in  the  masters  of  colleges  in 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  in  abusing  of  the 
possessions  of  the  same  contrary  to  the 
mtents  of  the  founders,  converting  the 
benefit  thereof  to  their  own  private  com- 
modities," and  the  '*  advice  of  the  House 
was  prayed  for  reform  and  for  a  bill." 

In  consequence  of  this  statement  a  bill 
was  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords.  But 
mark  the  progress  of  it.  Their  lordships 
returned  it  by  the  hands  of  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  with  an  amendment ; 
upon  looking  into  which,  it  was  found  to 
be  a  clause  exempting  the  universities 
ftom  the  provisions  of  the  act:  the  act 
having  been  deemed  necessary,  in  conse- 
quence of  supposed  malversations  by  those 
very  universities ! 

U  has  been  said,  that  the  statute,  of 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  the  notable 
origin,  affords  a  sufiicieht  remedy  for  the. 
evil.  The  history  of  the  proceedings  under 
it  a£brds  the  best  answer  to  this  objection. 
During  the  first  year  afler  it  passed,  forty- 
five  Commissions  of  Charitable  Uses  were 
issued.  From  tbat  time  to  the  year  1 643, 
the  returns  are  defective  the  docket  books 
in  the  Crown- office  having  been  destroyed. 
From  1643  to  the  Restoration,  there  were 
two  hundred  and  ninety-five  commissions. 
The  troubled  state  of  the  country  dtirinff 
the  civil'  wars  having  probid)ly  occasioned 
great  neglects  and  abuses  of  charities,  a 
cdnsideritble  increase  took  place  in  the 
number  of  commissions,  and  no  less  than 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  were  issued, 
between' 1660  and  1678.  From  that  time 
to  1700  there  were  one  hundred  and 
ninetv-seven :  from  1700  to  1746,  only 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five :  and  from 
thence  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
reign  no  more  than  three.  So  that  the 
whole  number  from  1643  to  1760  was  nine 
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hundred  and  sixtv-four.  Since  the  latter 
periodi  and  mdeed  for  twenty  years  before* 
this  remedy  may  be  said  to  have  fallen 
into  disuse.  There  have  been  only  three 
commissions  this  reign»  and  only  six.  in 
the  last  75  years,  of  which  number  only 
one  has  issued  since  1787»  when  the  com- 
mittee stated  the  urgent  necessity  of  in- 
vestigating charitable  abuses.  It  is  hardly 
needful  to  show  the  reasons,  why  the  sta- 
tutary  remedy  is  inapplicable  to  the  present 
timesy  and  in  itself  cumbrous  and  ineffica- 
cious. Suffice  it  to  observe,  that  it  leads 
him  who  pursues  it  sooner  or  later  into 
the  court  of  Chancery ;  and  in  truth,  as 
the  law  now  stands,  that  well-known  court 
5s  the  only  refuge  of  those  who  complain. 
See,  then,  the  relief  held  out  to  us  by 
those  who  oppose,  or  threaten  to  oppose 
this  measure,  and  "^ho  bid  us  resort  to  the 
ancient  laws  of  the  land !  It  is  admitted 
to  be  true,  that  glaring  abuses  everywhere 

grevail— >true  that  hardly  a  parisn  or  a 
amlet  can  be  named  where  complaints 
are  not  heard—- true,  that  the  nighest 
judicial  authority  proclaimed  the  extent 
of  the  erievance— true,  that  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  thirty  years 
ago,  vehemently  urged  you  to  afford 
r^ress.  But  your  remedy  is  at  hand,  say 
the  objectors — what  reason  have  you  to 
complain  ?  Is  not  the  court  of  Chancery 
open  i  Come,  all  ye  who  labour  under  the 
burthen  of  fraud  or  oppression— enter  the 
eternal  gates  *  of  the  court  of  Chancery ! 
True  you  are  the  poor  of  the  land— tne 
grievance  you  complain  of  has  robbed 
you  of  every  thing :  bu^  pennyless  though 
you  are,  you  are  not  remediless"— you  have 
only  to  file  a  bill  in  equiu,  and  the  matter 
will  take  its  course  I  A^y»  if  there  were 
nothing  in  the  reality,  there  is  something 
in  the  name  of  the  court  of  Chancery  that 
appals  the  imagination,  and  strikes  terror 
into  the  unlearned  mind.  I  recollect  a 
snyine  of  a  very  great  man  in  the  court  of 
KingVbench.  The  judge  having  said  of 
his  client,  **  Let  him  go  into  a  court  of 
equity."  Mr.  Erskine  answered,  in  an 
ardess  tone  of  voice,  which  made  West- 
minster-hall ring  with  laughter,  **  Would 
your  lordshipsend  a  fellow  creature  there?" 
There  may  be  some  exaggeration  in  the 
alarms  created  by^the  bare  name  of  diis 

*  Per  me  si  va  nell'  etemo  dolore ; 
Per  me  si  va  tra  la  perduta  ffente^— 

■  ed  in  etemo  auro 
Lasciate  ogni  speranza  voi  che  'ntrate  I 
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court ;  but,  as  loqg  as  it  exists,  a  barrier 
is  raised  against  suitors  who  only  seek 
redress  for  the  poor,  though  no  bars  of 
oak  or  of  iron  may  shut  them  out.    Yet 
that  the  prevailing  panic  has  some  little 
foundation,  I  will  show  you  by  a  fact.     I 
have  mentioned  that  only  one  commisaioii 
had  issued  since  1787f  and  I  am  now  ensL- 
bled  to  state  the  result  of  its  cjtecutioiL. 
It  was  fully  executed  in  1803;  and  in 
lS04f,  a  decree  was  made,  and  the  court 
was  petitioned  to  confirm  it.    Exceptions 
were  taken  as  usual.    Much  and  solemn 
argument  was  held,  and  I  will  venture  to 
say,  from  what  I  know  of  that  court,  the 
case  was  most  learnedly  and  plentifully 
debated.    In  1808  the  matter  was  deemed 
ripe  for  a  decision,  and  since  that  time  it 
has,  to  use  the  technical,  but  significant 
expression,  <<  stood  over  for  judgment.'* 
For  ten  years  it  has   awaited  this  final 
issue;  and  during  the  last  four  years  it 
has  stood  at  the  head  of  the  lord  chan* 
cellor's  P&per,   first  among    the   causes 
waiting  for  judgment.    Now,  in  the  Jan-  , 
ffuage  of  the  profession,  <<  this  is  my  case.'* 
If  any  one  tells  me  that  the  statute  of 
charitable  uses  affords  a  remedy,  I  answer 
that  the  grossest  abuses   bemg    every-^ 
where  notorious,  the   remc^iy  has  only 
thrice  been  resorted  to  for  above  half  a 
century,  and  only  once  within  the  last 
thirty  years;  and  I  bid  him  look  at  the 
fate  of  that  one  attempt  to  obtain  justice. 
I  trust  that  the  time  is  now  come  when 
parliament  will  adopt  the  only  measure 
which cansecure a  real,  effiectuaiinvestiga* 
tion  of  all  charitable  abuses.    For  this  pur* 
pose  it^  is  absolutely  necessary,  that  able 
and  active  men  of  business,  chiefly  lawyers, 
should  be  engaged  to  devote  their  whole 
time  to  the  inquiry.    They  must  be  per* 
sons  not  only  of  incorruptible  integrity, 
but  of  a  stern  disposition,  and  inaccessible 
to  the  cajolery  wnich  oftentimes  shut  the 
eyes  of  those  whom  grosser  arts  would 
assail  in  vain.     They  must  be   easy  of 
approach  to  all  accusers— never  dosing 
their  ears  to  suggestion  or  information, 
because  it  may  proceed  from  spiteful  er 
malicious    motives,    or    may    denottiice 
abuses  too  enormous  to  be  credible,  or 
accuse  parties  too  exalted  to  be  suspected 
—not  even  rejecting  the  aid  of  informers 
who  may  withhold  their  names,  aa  well 
aware  tfaiat  their  office  is  to  investigate  and 
not  to  judge,   and  that  anonymous,  or 
interested,   or    malignant   sources   may 
supply  the  due  to  guide  inquiry;  in  a 
wonli  their  propensity^  must  be  to  suspect 


609] 


EducalioH  of  the  Poor  BUI. 


MatB,  1818. 


[610 


abuMSi  and  lean  towards  tracing  them; 
their  principle  must  be^  that  no  man  who 
complains  of  an  eTil  is  to  be  disregarded^ 
be  his  apparent  motives  what  the^  may. 
Jt  is  only  by  such  persons  that  this  mea« 
sure  can  be  well  carried  into  execution ; 
and  I  consider  the  peculiar  excellence  of 
its  mechanism  to  consist  in  the  divisibility 
(   of  the  board.    The  eight  acting  commis* 
I  sioners  are  to  be  separated  into  four  bodies 
j  of  two  each*  who  move  from   place  to 
/   place  through  the  country,  and  carry  on 
I    their  inquiries  at  the  same  time.    Thus  it 
!    becomes  hardly  possible  to  appoint  mere 
-    cyphers,  as  each  mdividual  will  be  called 
'   upon  to  act  almost  alone;    it  becomes 
equally  difficult  to  waste  timein  debates  of  a 
board,  where  all  can  talk  and  nothing  may 
J>e  done ;  it  becomes  certain  that  a  rivalry 
will  exut  among    the   different  bodies, 
which  shall  detect  most  abuses  or  neglects ; 
and  even  if  each  body  were  only  to  do  as 
much  as  the  large  boards  usually  named 
for  such  inauiries,  four  times  more  busi- 
ness woula  be  transacted  in  the  same 
space  of  time  by  their  multiplication.    I 
confess,  that  I  am  very  sanguine  in  my 
expectation  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  this  part  of  the  measure ;  I  consider 
it  as  a  contrivance  of  eminent  utility  and 
of  universal  application ;  and  I  trust  that 
no  new  board  will  ever  henceforth  be 
created  without  the  adoption  of  this  prin- 
ciple. 

I  have  already  detained  the  House  much 
longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  but  in 
justice  to  individuals  whose  characters 
may  seem  to  be  aspersed,  I  cannot  con- 
clude without  observing,  that  many  abuses 
exist  without  blame  being  imputable 
to  any  one.  Neglects  may  be  nanded 
down  as  it  were  from  father  to  son,  until 
the  right  course  of  administration  is  for- 
gotten. ^  A  person  may  hold  funds  as  his 
own  which  some  remote  ancestor  diverted 
from  their  proper  object*  and  for  many 
years  the  existence  of  the  misappropria- 
tion may  have  been  unsuspected.  Trusts 
are  everywhere  found  defeated  by  their 
originally  imperfect  construction;  most 
commonly  by  defective  powers  of  appoint- 
ment where  vacancies  arise.  Andcaseshave 
come  before  the  committee,  where  those 
who  were  bound  to  make  pajrments  could 
find  nobody  entitled  to  receive»so  that  thev 
were  obliged  to  keep  the  money  in  theur 
own  hands.  My  decided  opinion  is,  that 
a  ereat  majority  of  the  abuses  discovered 
will  be  found  to  consist  of  these  classes, 
and  to  reflect  no  blame  on  any  ane>  except 
(VOL.XXXVm.) 


perhaps  the  original  founders  6f  the  cha<» 
rity,  whci  nay  have  been  negligent,  or 
their4mmediate  successors,  who  may  have 
begun  the  abuses  that  time  has  both  per- 
petuated and  made  innocent  by  conceal- 
me  their  origin. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  close  these 
remarks  without  expressing  the  extraor- 
dinary gratification  which  I  feel,  in  ob- 
serving how  amply  the  poor  of  this  country' 
have  in  all  ages  been  endowed  by  the  pioue 
munificence  of  individuals.      It  is  with 
unspeakable  delight  that  I  contemplate 
the  rich  gifts  that  have  been  bestowed-*' 
the  honest   zeal   displayed    by    private 
persons  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow' 
creatures.    When  we  inquire  from  whence 
proceeded  these  magnificent  endowments^ 
we  generally  find  that  it  is  not  from  the 
public  policy,  nor  the  bounty  of  those 
who  in  their  day  possessing  princely  re« 
venues,  were  anxious  to  devote  a  portioa 
of  them  for  the  benefit  of  mankind— not 
from  those,  who,  having   amassed  vast 
fortunes    by  public    employment,    were 
desirous  to  repay  in  charity  a  little  oC 
what  th^  had  thus  levied  upon  the  state* 
It  is  far  more  frequently  some  obscure 
personage— some  tradesman    of  humble 
birth — who»  grateful  for    the   educatioa 
which  had  enabled   him  to  acquire  his 
wealth  through  honest  industry,  turned  a 
portion  of  it  from  the  claims  of  nearer 
connexions  to  enable  other  helpless  crea* 
tures  in  circumstances  like  his  own,  to 
meet  the  struggles  be  himself  had  under- 
gone.    In  the  history  of  this  country, 
public  or  domestic,  I  know  of  no  feature 
more  touching  than  this,  unless,  perhaps,  it 
be  the  yet  more  affecting  sight  of  those  who 
every  day  before  our  eyes  are  seen  devoting 
their  fortunes,  their  time,  tlieir  labour,  their 
health  to  offices  of  benevolence  and  mercy* 
How  many  persons  do  I  myself  know,  to 
whom  it  IS  only  necessary  to  say — there 
are  men  without  employment— children 
uneducated— sufferers  in  prison — victims 
of  disease — wretches  pining  in  want— and 
straightway  they  will  abandon  all  other 
pursuits,  as  if  they  themselves  had  not 
large  families  to  provide  for,  and  toil  for 
days  and  for  nights,  stolen  from  their  own 
most  necessary  avocations,  to    feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  and  shed  upon 
the  children  of  the  poor  that  inestimable 
blessing  of  education,  which  alone  gave 
I  themselves  the  wish  and    the  power  to 
,  relieve  their  fellow-men !    I  survey  this 
picture  with  inexpressible  pleasure,  and 
the  rather  because  it  is  a  glory  peculiar 
(2E) 
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The  suit  mentioned  by.liu  right  hon. 
friend  had  been  instituted  from  a  notion 
that  the  school  was  founded  for  the  benefit 
of  the  lower  orders.  But  the  late  roaster 
of  the  rolls  entirely  approved  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  governors  of  that  school, 
as  being  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
will  and  intention  of  Mr.  Lyon,  the 
founder  of  it.  Surely,  therefore,  this  was 
a  good  ground  of  exemption. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  that  if  Harrow 
fichool  ought  to  be  excepted,  every  school 
^bat  happened  to  have  been  in  diancery 
ought  to  be  excepted.  It  was  no  proof 
that  no  inquiry  ought  now  to  be  instituted 
into  the  management  of  a  school,  that  it 
had  been  well  managed  eight,  ten,  or 
jtwenty  years  tk^o.  It  was  not  becoming 
in  any  school  to  claim  exemption ;  because, 
if  there  was  nothing  wrong,  inquiry  could 
do  them  no  injury.  On  the  same  principle 
every  school  ought  to  be  exempted,  un- 
less there  should  be  a  specific  ground  of 
suspicion.  The  commissioners  ought  to 
inquire  into  all  charities,  otherwise  the 
object  of  their  appointment  could  not  be 
efiected.  The  noble  lord  had  divided  the 
subject  into  two  parts— the  inquiry,  and 
the  remedy.  He  must  express  his  hope, 
that  the  only  remedy  was  not  to  be  found 
in  the  court  of  chancery.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  not  represented  those 
charities  as  public  property,  any  farther 
than  they  were  intended  by  their  founders. 
If  the  commission  consisted  of  persons 
who  were  not  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  investigation,  it  required  no  spirit  of 
prophesy  to  foresee  the  result.  On  the 
contrary,  they  ought  to  be  persons  who 
would  be  most  persevering  in  tne  discharge 
of  a  difficult  duty.  They  ought  to  antici- 
pate every  opposition  from  those  who 
knew  every  branch  of  the  subject,  who 
9fere  interested  in  the  present  system,  and 
D^ho  would  naturally  resist  any  improve- 
ment. They  ought  to  be  persons  of  in- 
tegrity, activity,  and  of  no  other  occupa* 
tion.  The  noble  lord,  by  some  of  his  ob* 
servations,  seemed  to  hint  that  they  ought 
to  be  gentlemen  at  the  bar.  Those  gen- 
tlemen were,  in  his  apprehension,  the  most 
unfit  of  any  ;  they  had  the  duties  of  their 
profession  to  occupy  them,  and  compared 
with  which  they  roust  consider  any  other 
employment  as  secondary.  Another  class 
recommen(jbed  by  the  noble  lord  were 
persons  of  the  greatest  respectability,  and 
of  high  rank-  The  propriety  of  appointing 
im  ornament^  .class  or  this  description  he 
/^p^ld  jDot  perceM^e.    Let  then  be  pecsoos 
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of  character,  talents,  and  reputation  ;  but 
he  could  not  conceive  the  good  of  ap* 
pointing  men  of  high  rank ;  nay,  he  be- 
lieved It  would  be  detrimental,  because 
those  ornamental  commissioners,  if  not 
active  in  the  inquiry,  must  retard  the  ptir- 
poses  of  the  commission.  They  must  be 
persons  who  will  go  into  the  country,  and 
investigate  the  wills  or  deeds  by  which 
charities  were  founded,  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  managed. 
Hiffh  rank  could  be  of  no  advantage  tben; 
and  if  legal  advice  were  necessary,  the 
learned  attorney-general  would  be  the 
proper  person.  But,  above  all,  he  hoped 
provincial  barristers  would  be  excepted* 
The  House  and  the  country  were  much 
indebted  to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  for 
having  applied  his  great  talents  to  thia 
subject,  and  for  the  lucid  stateraeot  he 
had  given  this  night. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee,  in  which  Mr.  Robinson  pro- 
posed the  exemption  of  Harrow  from  the 
operation  of  this  Bill.  Mr.  Brougham 
opposed  this  proposition,  observing,  thas 
ir  there  were  m  tne  House  any  gentlemea 
who  had  been  educated  at  Rugby,  the 
exemption  of  that  school  also  would  be 
proposed,  and  so  on  with  respect  to  other 
schools,  until  the  exemptions  would  be  so 
numerous  as  to  defeat  the  object  of  the 
bill.  Mr.  Mills  said,  that  if  the  proposi* 
tion  for  exempting  Harrow  was  adopted^ 
he  should  feel  niinseJf  justified  in  proposing 
the  exemption  of  Rugby.  Mr.  Bennet 
said,  that  in  case  Harrow  was  exempted,  he 
should  also  propose  the  exemption  of  the 
free  school  of  Shrewsbury.  Mr.  C.  Harvey 
thought  himself  warranted,  upon  the  same 
ground,  to  propose  the  exemption  of  the 
free  schools  of  Norwich.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley  expressed  his  opmion,  that,  upon 
the  ground  stated,  he  was  entitled  to  pro- 
pose the  exemption  of  the  free  school  of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  at  which  the  lord 
chancellor  and  his  brother,  with  other  dis« 
tinguished  individuals,  had  been  educated. 
The  committee  divided : 

For  the  exemption  of  Harrow  .,•  ^ 

Against  it   •.••••••••• , 5S 

Majority • ••••••.  —83 

The  House  being  resumed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Brougham,  instructions 
were  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  education 
of  the  poor  in  Scotland. 

The  Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  this 
day  xhx^  months. 
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Marriage  Act.]  Dr.  PhiUimore  rotCi 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  certain  parts  of 
an  act  pa8«ed  in  the  96th  Geo.  2na,  com- 
monly called  the  Marriage  act.  By  the 
eleventh  section  of  that  act  the  marriages 
of  infants  by  licence  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents  or  guardians  were  void  ah 
inith,  and  the  ecclesiastical  courts  were 
obliged  to  pronounce  such  marriages  to 
be  void  at  whatever  distance  of  time  a  suit 
for  the  avoidance  of  them  might  happen 
lo  be  commenced,  if  both  parties  were 
aKve.  It  frequently  happened  that  such 
■aits  were  instituted  after  the  parties  had 
cohabited  for  many  years,  and  had  had 
children.  In  such  cases  it  was  scandalotis 
that  either  of  the  parties  shoidd  be  allow- 
ed to  come  before  the  ecclesiastical  court 
to  have  the  marriage  annulled.  He  there- 
fore proposed  to  amend  this  part  of  the 
law,  by  an  enactment  limiting  the  time 
within  which  an  application  could  be  made 
to  annul  the  marriage.  The  bill  which 
he  wished  to  introduce  would  contain  an 
enactment,  that  unless  proceedings  to 
annul  a  marriage  solemnised  b^  licence 
were  adopted  during  the  minority  of 
either  of  the  parties,  or  within  one  year 
from  the  time  they  attained  the  age  of 
Si,  such  marriage  should  stand  as  valid, 
and  should  not  be  annulled  by  any  court. 
There  was,  besides  this,  another  amend- 
ment in  the  act,  which  he  had  been  pressed 
to  introduce  into  his  bill.  The  act  requires 
that  banns  should  be  published  in  the  pa* 
yish  in  which  the  parties  resided ;  but  it 
enacted,  that  after  the  banns  were  pub- 
lished, it  should  not  be  necessary  to  prove 
the  actual  residence  of  the  parUes  within 
the  parish.  Many  abases  took  place  in 
consequence  of  this  enactment,  especially 
in  populous  towns,  and  in  the  metropolis, 
by  the  banns  being  published  in  parishes 
where  the  parties  did  not  resiae.  He 
therefore  intended  to  introduce  a  clause 
into  his  bill,  by  which  the  ecclesiastical 
court  should  be  empowered  to  inquire 
whether  the  parties  actually  resided  in  the 
parish  in  which  the  banns  were  published,  ^ 
end  also  enacting,  that  no  evidence  on 
that  head  should  be  receivable  after  the 
parties  had  cohabited  for  one  year.  He 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
e  bill  to  amend  certain  prof  isiona  in  the 
Marriage  act. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Dr. 


Phillimore  and  sir  John  NichoU  were  or- 
dered to  bring  in  the  said  bill. 

Courts  of  Great  Sessions  jh 
Wales.]  Mr.  Jones  rose  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  practice  of  the  court  of  Great  Session 
in  Wales,  and  to  amend  certain  parts  of  it. 
He  felt  that  this  was  a  late  penod  of  the 
session  to  introduce  such  a  measure,  but 
he  wished  to  have  the  bill  brought  in  and 
printed,  that  members  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  it.  The  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  on  this  subject 
had  given  in  a  lengthened  report  on  the 
evils  which  arose  trom  the  present  prac- 
tice of  the  court  of  Great  Session.  To 
some  of  these,  the  object  of  bb  bill  would 
be  to  propose  a  remedy.  The  first 
thing  which  his  bill  should  embrace  was, 
the  giving  a  power  to  the  court  of  Great 
session  of  issuing  subpcenas  to  witnesses 
not  within  its  immediate  jurisdiction* 
From  the  want  of  this  power  several  evils 
had  already  arisen.  The  next  object  of  it 
would  be  to  check  an  evil  which  waa  daily 
gaining  ground,  and  from  which  great  in- 
conveniences had  already  been  felt.  He 
meant  the  practice  of  taldnff  out  writs  of 
cerHarari  from  the  court  of  Ring's^bench, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  causes 
thither  from  the  court  of  Great  Session. 
By  this  practice,  which  was  a  very  ge- 
neral one,  the  most  Yexatious  delays  of 
justice  had  been  occasioned.  He  should 
propose,  as  a  remedy  for  this,  that  no  such 
writ  should  be  issued,  except  upon  an 
affidavit  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  a 
due  notice  to  the  other  parties  concerned* 
The  third  object  which  the  bill  had,  was, 
to  ^ive  to  the  court  of  session  the  power 
of  issuing  writs  for  levying  fines  and  re- 
covery four  times  a-year,  instead  of  twice, 
as  at  present.  The  fourth  would  be,  to 
equalise  the  expense  of  levying  a  fine  and 
recovery  to  the  cost  of  such  a  proceeding 
in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  at  West- 
minster. The  House  was  not  perhaps 
aware,  that  the  expense  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  at  present  ten  times  as  great  in 
the  court  of  Great  Session  in  Wales  as  it 
was  in  Westminster  Hall.  Ihe  other  ob- 
j^bts  which  he  had  in  view,  and  which 
would  be  embraced  by  the  bill,  were,  to 
alter  the  amount  of  the  sum  for  which  an 
action  might  be  brought ;  at  present  it  was 
Itf.,  which  he  considered  too  low;  to 
compel  householders  rated  at  lOf.  to  serve 
as  jurors,  as  in  this  country ;  and  to  enable 
his  majesty  to  grant  pensions  to  the  judges 
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of  the  court  of  Great  Session  on  their  re- 
tiring from  office,  as  ia  England.  He  saw 
no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  the  case 
with  Uie  Wdsh  judges  as  with  the  judges 
of  the  courts  ia  England^  There  were 
other  evils  attendant  upon  the  present 
practice  of  the  court  of  Great  Session,  to 
which  be  would  wish  to  apply  some  re- 
medy ;  but  he  felt  that  could  not  be  done 
without  an  alteration  of  the  whole  system 
of  Welsh  jurisdiction.  He,  however,  con- 
ceived that  if  such  a  measure  were  ear- 
ned into  effect,  it  would  be  much  for  the 
advantage  of  the  principality.  The  bon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  his  bill,  which  was  agreed  to» 

Breach  of  Privileob— Motion  toe 

THB   ftXMOVAL  07    TsOMAS  FuROUSON 

FROM^  HIS  QFrtcB.}  Mr.  fVi^n  rose,  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had  given,  to 
move  that  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
aented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  he  would  he  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  order  that  Thoaiaa  Pen* 
guson,  who  was  declared  to  have  been 
guilty  of  a  corrupt  attempt  to  violate  the 
needom  of  election  and  the  independence 
cf  psdriiament.  and  also  of  a  hign  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, be  removed  from  his  present  situa- 
tion of  surveyor  of  taxes»  The  hon. 
member  observed,  that  he  should  not,  on 
the  present  occasion,  feel  it  necessary  to 
Irouoie  the  House  at  any  length.  By  a 
resolution  which  was  unanimously  carried 
on  a  former  evening,  the  House  had  de- 
clared that  Thomas  Ferguson  had  been 
guilty  of  corruption,  and  of  a  high  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  they 
had  already  inflicted  a  punishment  upon 
him.  It  appeared  that  this  man  was  a  sur- 
veyor of  taxes,  who,  by  a  particular  act, 
was  as  such  rendered  incapable  not  only  of 
voting  at  an  election,  but  of  interfering 
directly  or  indirectly  wiih  the  election  of 
any  member  to  serve  in  parliament.  The 
House,  ho  conceived,  could  not.  without 
extreme  danger  to  its  own  privileges,  pass 
over  such  an  act  as  that  of  which  Fergus 
•on  had  been  declared  guilty,  without  re- 
Bortinf  to  that  punishment  which  had 
been  inflicted  by  parliament  on  similar 
occasions.  It  appieared  from  the  pri- 
soner's own  account  before  the  committee, 
that  he  had.  without  any  authority,  used 
the  name  of  another,  in  order  to  influence 
a  voter  at  an  expected  election.  The  in« 
ducement  which  he  held  out  was  at  least 
plausibloi  Ferguson  being  then  in  auoh  a 
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situation  where  he  might  be  supposed,  at 
first  sight  to  have  acted  from  authority. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  he  had  no  au« 
thority  for  his  conduct.  The  constant 
practice  of  the  House  had  been  to  mark 
its  sense  of  such  conduct,  not  only  by 
ordering  the  person  so  ofendiog  to  bie 
taken  into  custody,  but  also  by  moving 
an  address  for  his  dismissal  from  any  situa* 
tion  which  he  held  under  the  Crown.  The 
bon.  member  then  cited  a  vavietj  of  caaea, 
where  individuals,  interfering  unproperly 
in  tlie  election  of  a  member  of  parlia* 
ment.  were  removed  from  the  offices 
whicb  they  then  held  in  consequence  of 
addresses  from  the  House*  By  the  5th 
of  William  and  Mary,  he  observed.  aU 
officers  ojf  excise  were  not  only  4eclarod 
to  be  Htbh  to  dismissal  for  interference  ia 
ao  election  for  a  member  of  parUament, 
but  also  to  a  fine  of  1 00l»  This  was  by  an 
act  (the  12th  of  William  and  Maiy)  ex« 
tended  to  officers  of  the  customs,  and  by 
statute  (9th  Anne)  it  was  declared  that 
no  peisons  belonging  to  the  post  or  stamp 
dfice  could  intenere  in  such  election  ex* 
cept  at  bja  own  peril.  Other  acts  of  later 
date  enforced  the  former  aiQts  ia  a  ttroogar 
manner.  With  these  examplea  and  iho 
aois  of  the  legislature  before  them*  he  did 
not  see  how  the  House  couU  refraiii  from 
following  up  their  former  resulnUon  on 
the  preset  occasion.  He  was  aware  that 
it  must  be  painful  to  the  feelings  of  mem* 
bars  to  ionict  an  additional  panislmseot 
upon  an  individual  who  was  already  suffer- 
ing one  punishment  ibr  his  miiconduct ; 
but  the  House  should  look  to  the  circom* 
stances  of  tlie  case,  to  former  precedents^ 
and  to  l^heir  own  dignity.  He  begged  to 
call  to  their  recollection,  the  ease  of  aa 
hon.  member  of  the  House,  who  had  three 
years  ago  been  fouad  guilty  of  being  con* 
cemed  in  the  fraud  upon  the.  stock  ex- 
change. He  was  not  onW  sentenced  to 
an  immediate  punishment  mr  tliat  offence^ 
but  was  afterwards  deprived  of  all  hia  ho* 
nours.  This  was  not  with  the  view  of 
inflicting  an  additional  punislimeot  for  the 
same  ofience.  but  to  show,  that  a  person 
who  could  be  guilty  of  such  an  action  was 
rendered  by  it  unworthy  of  a  continuance 
in  his  former  situations  of  rank  and  coofi* 
dence.  The  case  which  had  occurred  in 
1809.  could  not  be  a  precedent  for  the 
present,  for  there  the  House  dkl  not  think 
fit  to  go  into  the  question,  and  of  course 
gave  no  decision  upon  it.  But  here  they 
had  decided,  that  a  g^ross  attempt  at  cof - 
ruptioo^  imd  a  violation  of  the  privileges 
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of  parliament  had  been  comnitted.  Would 
the  House  permit,  by  refusing  his  motion, 
the  man  whom  they  had  already  declared 
guilty  to  go  back  to  the  same  situation, 
and  enjoy  the  means  of  corruption  which 
he  had  before  so  much  abused?  The 
hon.  wiembcr  concluded  by  raoTing, 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prmce 
Regent,  praying  that  he  will  give  direc- 
tions that  Thomas  Ferguson,  who  hath 
been  guihy  of  a  corrupt  attempt  to  sub- 
vert the  freedom  and  independence  of 
ekction,  and  a  high  breach  of  the  priri- 
l^es  of  the  House,  be  removed  from  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  Taxes  for  the  county 
of  Lanark.'' 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  immediately  rose 
and  moved,  that  the  Petition*  presented  on 
the  6th  of  May  1793  by  Mr.  Grey  from 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
be  read. 

Mr.  fVynn  said,  he  would  not  oppose 
this  proposition,  but  he  submitted  to  the 
hon.  baronet,  that  although  any  declara- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  House  might  with 
propriety  be  appealed  to  as  authority,  a 
petition  was  no  authority,  and  the  mere 
circumstance  of  its  being  allowed  to  lie  on 
the  table,  involved  no  acknowledgment 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  the  truth  of 
its  allegations. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  said,  that  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  declared  he  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  mottooy  it  was  only 
necessary  for  him  to  say,  that  when  this 
petition  and  anotiier  record  which  he 
meant  to  move  for,  were  read,  the  House 
would  see  the  inconsistency  of  the  present 
course  of  proceeding. 

The  clerk  having  read  die  said  Petitidn 
neariy  to  the  end, 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  that  he  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  hearine  any  more 
of  it.  Enough  had  been  read  ror  his  pur- 
pose, in  that  part  which  stated  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  had  been  nominated 
to  their  seats  by  the  nemben  of  the 
Hoose  of  Peers.  He  then  moved,  that 
the  Resdution  of  the  18th  of  April,  1793, 
relating  to  the  Great  Grimsby  Election  be 
read. 

The  said  Resolution  was  accordingly 
read  by  the  clerk,  and  u  as  follows: 
**  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  t^is  com- 
mittee that  the  hon.  W.  W.  Pbie,  was, 
by  his  agent,  guilty  of  bribery  at  the 
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last  election  of  members,  to  serve  in  thia 
present  pariiament  for  the  borough  of 
Great  Grinsby  in  the  county  of  Lincofau'' 

Sir  F.  Burdett  then  said,  that  he  hmi 
not  moved  for  the  reading  of  these  doca>- 
ments  with  Uie  view  of  oTOring  any  obser- 
vatioos  upon  them.  They  needed  no^ 
comment.  He  had  desired  them  to  be 
read  merely  to  show  the  gross  injustice  of 
any  farther  proceedings  against  Mr.  Fer^ 
guson  for  his  offence,  when  so  manv 
others  of  a  much  more  heinous  nature  hai 
been  suffered  to  pass  with  impunity, 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  rose,  not  so  much 
to  oppose  this  motion,  as  to  object  to  tha 
mode  of  inquiry  which  had  been  adopted 
in  the  committee,  though  he  had  no  doubt 
that  that  mode  was  conformable  to  prece- 
dent. It  appeared  from  the  evidence, 
that  the  delraquent  was  brought  before 
the  committee,  and  immediately  converted 
into  a  witness  agamst  himself,  to  the 
length  of  answers  which  filled  up  15  folio 
pages.  It  did  not  appear  diat  the  delin- 
qucnt  was  cautioned,  as  he  would  have 
been  in  our   courts  of  justice    a^unst 

firing  answers  which  would  criminals 
imself.  He  had  been  brought  before 
the  House,  and  treated  with  the  utmost 
severity.  He  was,  in  the  first  place,  com* 
mitted  to  the  custody  of  the  serieant  at 
arms— no  trifling  punishment,  wiien  the 
expense  attendant  upon  it  was  consideredf 
and  he  had  afterwards  been  sent  to  the 
most  ignominious  prison  in  the  kingdooi^ 
It  was  now  proposed  to  take  from  tbia 
mdividual,  as  a  farther  measure  of  punish* 
ment,  the  trifling  office  which  he  held. 
He  by  no  means  wished  to  be  understood 
as  thinking  that  this  person  should  be  al« 
lowed  to  go  without  adequate  punishmenti 
but  he  certainly  regretted,  that  the  ^mo^ 
ticeof  the  House,  in  the  modeof  examininff 
a  witness  before  a  committee,  was  so  dif- 
ferent from  the  course  pursued  in  courts  of 
law.  If  it  had  been  ( which  he  hoped  waa 
not  the  case)  the  original  Intention  of  the 
Hoitoe  to  pursue  this  course  towards  Fer- 
guson, it  would  have  been  but  candid  ns 
the  fint  instance  to  have  warned  him  as  to 
his  answers.  This  aorely  might  here 
been  done,  as  the  committee  could  have 
^ne  elsewhere  for  evidence  ageLnst  the 
individual. 

Mr.  Bal^rst  apprehended  his  right 
hon.  friend  was  mistaken  in  his  view  cC 
the  case.  The  proceedings  against  For* 
guson  were  not  faiinded  upon  hit  own 
confessions  before  the  committee,  but 
upon  the  lettct  he  had  wriuen,  wluch  was 
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in  iUelf  sufficient  to  draw  the  puoish- 
ment  of  parliameDt  upon  him.  The  exa- 
minatioDS  before  the  committee  were  not 
made  with  the  view  of  getting  any  addi- 
tional proof  of  Ferguson's  guilt,  but  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  any  other  per- 
son was  concerned  in  the  transaction. 
The  House  should  recollect,  that  the 
name  of  another  individual  was  first  men- 
tioned as  connected  with  the  letter.  The 
(ri>jecty  then,  of  the  committee  in  examin- 
ing Ferguson  was,  to  ascertain  whether  he 
had  anvy  and  what  authority,  for  making 
the  ofifer  for  which  he  was  now  impri- 
ioned.  He  was  aware  of  the  hardship 
of  Ferguson's  case,  but  he  could  not  see 
how,  after  the  instances  which  had  been 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  mover  of  similar 
punishments  havine  been  inflicted  in  so 
many  other  cases,  the  House  could  dissent 
from  the  motion. 

Mr.  Denis  Browne  said,  that  as  the  in- 
dividual had  been  already  imprisoned,  he 
might  be  supposed  to  have  been  sufficiently 
punished.  As  the  motion  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, if  carried,  would  throw  Ferguson 
out  of  bread,  he  must  give  it  his  negative. 

Mr.  Jones  conceived,  that  when  Fer- 
guson was  before  the  committee,  if  contu- 
macious he  might  have  been  sent  to  New- 
gate ;  but  he  had  answered  all  the  Ques- 
tions put  to  him.  Since  then,  he  had  not 
only  been  punished  by  being  sent  to  New- 
gate, but  it  was  now  proposed  to  take  from 
him  every  thing  that  he  possessed  PNo, 
no  n.  He  understood  that  he  derived  his 
whole  subsistence  from  being  surveyor  of 
taxes  [No,  no  1].  He  had  another  objec- 
tion to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  and  that 
was,  that  it  would  be  takins  awa3r  the 
benefit  of  the  trial  by  jury.  If  convicted 
under  an  act  of  parhament,  he  would  be 
declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
under  the  Crown.  But  what  did  they  do 
to  him  ?  They  first  extracted  from  bun  a 
confession  of  guilt,  and  punished  him  by 
sending  him  to  New|^ate,  and  then  they 
proposed  to  punish  him  a  second  time,  by 
depriving  him  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Methuen  thought  that  Ferguson 
had  been  already  punished  severely 
enough,  and  that  any  farther  punishment 
would  amount  to  persecution.  At  all 
events,  he  thought  it  would  not  redound 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  House  to  visit 
a  humble  individual  with  so  severe  a 
punishment  as  the  loss  of  office,  when 
they  had  allowed  a  member  of  his  majes- 
ty's government,  convicted  of  the  same 
offi^ncci  to  escape  without  punishment* 
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Mr.  Li/tidUm  believed  that  the  Hoaae 
would  not  suspect  him  of  being  inclined 
to  favour  bribery  and  corruption.  He 
could  not,  however,  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  that  any  farther 
proceeding  would  be,  on  all  ground^ 
extremely  objectionable.  He  could  not 
see  upon  what  sound  and  correct  prin- 
ciple the  hon.  gentleman  had  moved  the 
address.  Did  he  mean  to  say  that  thb 
offence  was  really  deserving  of  so  much 
punishment ;  or,  if  it  was,  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  more  certain  and  more  equal  ia 
its  application  than  at  present  ?  But  he 
would  ask  him,  whether  the  punishment 
he  proposed  would  have  any,  the  least* 
tendency  to  prevent  similar  offences? 
[Hear,  hear!  from  Mr.  Wynn.]  The 
hon.  gentleman,  by  his  dieers,  seemed  to 
imply  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  would.  It 
was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  however  ; 
and  his  was,  that  unless  there  was  a  move 
equal  punishment,  the  use  of  great  severity* 
in  occasional  instances,  would  have  the 
effect  of  turning  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  more  vulnerable  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  House,  rather  than  te 
Erevent  the  character  of  the  House  from 
eing  liable  to  suspicion.  These  were 
the  only  obvious  reflections  that  the  mo- 
tion produced.  He  did  not  think  that 
any  nnal  good  consequence  would  result 
from  it.  It  would  not  prevent  the  repe- 
tition of  the  o&nce ;  still  less  woula  it 
have  any  effect  in  strenffthening  or  ad- 
vancing the  character  of  that  House  in 
the  public  mind ;  and  for  these  reasons,  he 
was  inclined  to  vote  for  the  rejection  of 
the  motion.  Before  he  sat  down,  how- 
ever, he  should  make  one  other  remark. 
If  the  hon.  member  meant  to  ground  on 
his  motion  any  general  measure*  there 
might  be  some  greater  reason  for  sup- 
porting it,  than  i^  when  he  had  spent  hia 
wrath  upon  Ferguson,  he  took  no  farther 
proceedmg.  But  he  had  not  meBti<med 
any  general  result  whatever,  and  there-* 
fore  he  could  not  concur  in  his  motion* 

LordFoMe^^onerepliedto  the  argiunents 
of  his  hon.  friends  near  him.  He  could 
not  agree  with  them  that  it  followed,  be-^ 
cause  great  offienders  escaped,  smaller 
ones  should  be  allowed  to  plead  this 
escape  to  secure  their  own  impuni^.  He 
ftiUy  agreed  that  the  larger  onendi^  ought 
to  have  been  punished,  but  he  could  not 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  smaller 
one  ought  now  to  be  permitted  to  escape. 
It  was  contended*  that  the  present  ofienoer 
had  been  already  severely  punished.   Bui 
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this  orgament  thoald  have  been  urged  a 
little  earlier  in  this  business.    The  ques- 
tion now  was  sioip1y»  whether  tlie  guilty 
man  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner,  as  bjr  the  precedents  it  apoeared 
others  were  lot  similar  offimces ;  ana  whe- 
tber^  after  his  guilt  was  recorded,  he  should 
not  be  dismissed  from  an  office  under  the 
Crown,  which,  after  what  had  passed,  he 
was  unworthy  to  hold?     By  neeatiying 
this  address,  the  House  would  amrm  the 
unconstitutional  proposition,  that  persons 
holding  official  situations  in  the  revenue 
may  use  the  influence  these  situations 
gave  them  in  their  neighbourhood  at  elec- 
tions.   If  Ferguson  was  stripped  of  this 
influence,  he  would  then  merely  possess 
that  which  he  might  hare  either  as  a  writer 
•t  Glasgow,  or  a  writer's  clerk,  for  this 
was  his  business ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
lie  did  not  depend  for  subsistence  on  his 
tax  office,  though  he,  of  course,  derived 
his  influence  from  the  latter.    His  offence 
was  a  serious  one ;  he  had  gone  to  Mr. 
Dykes,  and  promised  him  a  pbce  for  his 
Tote;  he  afterwards  went  to  sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane's  agent  to  state  what  he 
had  done,  and  a  letter  in  furtherance  of 
the  bribe  had  been  actually  sent  to  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  office,  who  in  answer 
wrote  down  to  know  what  situation  Mr. 
Dykes  would  accept.    It  was  clear,  then, 
tliat  the  public  situation  of  the  djelin^uent 

Kve  him  an  influence  which  it  was  evident 
ought  no  longer  to  hold.  For  these 
reasons  he  should  vote  for  the  motion.  If 
the  House  did  not  sanction  it,  they  would 
affirm  the  proposition  which  he  had  already 
stated. 

Lord  Binning  said,  that  the  House  were 
aware  of  the  unwillingness  with  which  he 
offered  himself  to  their  notice,  but  he  was 
anxious  on  the  present  occssion  to  make 
a  few  observations.  He  had  been  the 
person  who  had  taken  the  objection  to  the 
notion  for  the  instruction  to  the  chairman 
in  the  committee,  for  moving  that  address. 
He  had  objected  to  it  on  the  grounds  that 
every  individual  case  should  sUnd  on  its 
own  merits,  and  all  unnecessary  harshness 
ought  to  be  avoided.  On  that  he  had 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  committee,  who  by  that 
had  given  a  sort  of  negative  to  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  the  present  instance. 
His  hon.  ftiend  had  adduced  certain  pre- 
cedents, on  one  or  two  of  which  he  diould 
shortly  advert ;  and  he  thousht  he  could 
show,  that  scarcely  one  of  Uiem  applied 
to  the  present  proceeding.     There  was 

(V0L.XXXV1II.)  I 


but  one  case  in  which  a  man  had  been 
both  sent  to  Newgate  and  deprived  of  hb 
office.  In  considering  that  part  of  the 
subject,  he  thought  the  shortest  way  would 
be  to  go  directly  to  the  cases  themselves. 
The  first  on  which  ne  should  observe  was 
that  of  the  bishop  of  Worcester,  who  was 
lord  almoner  to  the  Crown,  and  who 
had  interfered  in  an  election.  The  House 
deprived  him  of  the  office  of  almoner  with 
a  salary  of  100^.  per  annum.  It  was  onljr 
necessary  to  state  the  fact,  to  show  the 
diffisrenoe  between  the  direct  interference 
of  the  bishop,  and  the  present  case  of  a 
poor  man,  between  the  reverend  prelate 
interfering  in  his  capacity  and  the  person 
in  question,  who  was  merely  led  awa^  hj 
his  own  corrupt  zeal  to  serve  his  friend. 
The  next  case  was  that  of  the  mavor  of 
Winchester,  the  returning  officer,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  threats  and  such  other  im- 
proper conduct  in  an  election.  Had  he 
been  sent  to  Newgate,  and  afterivards 
deprived  of  his  office  in  the  Customs  I  He 
had  been  taken  into  custody,  but  he  had 
not  been  sent  to  Newgate:  but  they  had 
sent  Ferguson  to  Newgate,  and,  in  hia 
opinion,  there  was  not  an  atom  of  ground 
for  depriving  him  of  what  was  almost  his 
only  subsistence.  The  next  case  was  that 
of  the. receiver-general  of  the  county  of 
Stafford.  And  what  had  happened  to 
him  ?  He  bad  been  guilty  of  rooney*bri'- 
bery  at  an  election,  and  two  membera 
were  elected  chiefly  in  consequence  of  hia 
nroceedings.  Had  the  House  sent  him  to 
Neweate  ?  It  had  been  advised  to  remove 
him  n*om  his  office,  and  he  had  been  re- 
moved ;  they  had  taken  him  into  the  cua- 
tody  of  the  serjeant-at-arms,  but  he  had 
not  been  imprisoned.  Tlie  next  case  was 
that  of  a  person  who  had  been  inspector 
of  the  Customs  between  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed  and  Hull.  He  had  engaged  to 
pay  annually  a  part  of  his  yearly  salary  to 
a  voter,  for  his  vote,  for  the  borough  of 
Haydon.  He  had  not  been  taken  into 
custodv  at  all ;  but  the  Crown  had  beea 
advised  to  remove  him  from  his  office, 
which  he  believed  had  been  done.  Aiv* 
other  case  was  that  of  Mr.  Middleton, 
high-sheriff  for  tibe  county  of  Denbigh, 
for  having  returned  sir  John  Middleton, 
contrary  to  a  majority  of  votes,  taken  by 
him  upon  the  poU,  contrary  to  the  state  of 
the  votes  at  the  dose  of  the  poll,  without 
any  examination  of  the- voters,  and  with 
having  presumed  to  alter  the  poll,  br 
giving  a  fidse  colour  to  the  returns.  Is 
would  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  House 
(2S) 
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^to  attempt  to  show  the  difierence  between 
that  case  and  that  of  Ferguson.    The  she- 
rtff  had  acted  partially,  unjustly,  and  ille- 
gally.    The  rights  of  freeholders,   and 
-their   most    important    privileges,    were 
attacked  by  his  conduct    And  for  sueh 
conduct   he  had  lost   the  situation   of 
receiver  which  tie  held,  and  had  been  sent 
•to  Newgate.    It  was  their  duty  to  meet 
every  violation  of  the  law  in  such  cases 
with  proper  severity,  in  order  to  discou- 
rage such  proceedings ;  and  he  trusted  li^ 
should  not  be  taken  for  one  of  those  who 
wished  at  all  to  relax  such  severity.    He 
trusted    that   necessary   severity  would 
not  be  relaxed  ;  but  he  stAmitted  whether 
imprisonment  in  Newgate  was  not  suffi- 
cient, if  not  to  prevent  such  ofiences,  at 
least  to  inform  that  man  and  all  others 
that  they  could  not  play  tricks  of  that 
kind  with  impunity  ?    Ferguson  had  been 
surveyor  of  taxes  for  the  county  of  Lanark 
lor  about  nine  years,  and  it  was  no  where 
stated  that  that  was  not  his  main  subsist- 
ence.   The  hon.  member  had  referred  to 
acts  of  parliament,   and  had  said  they 
ought  to  punish  the  ofience  in  such  and 
•such  a  manner :  but  it  was  coming  to  a 
Judgment  upon  inference,  and  punishing 
because  the  spirit  of  certain  laws  tended 
to  militate  agamst  the  offence.    His  great 
•means  of  subsistence  would  be  taken  from 
4iim  if  he  should  lose  his  office.    He  had 
V20L  a  year  by  that,  and  he  was  not  a 
writer  as  had  been  stated.    He  wrote  in 
the  office  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Campbell,  formerly  a  member  in   that 
House.    The  office  was  in  Glasgow ;  but 
how  that  gentleman  came  to  have  a  writ- 
ing office  there  he  knew  not,  unless  it  was 
-that  he  had  a  considerable  quantity  of 
'business  there  which  rendered  it  necessary 
-to  keep  accounts  in  that  place.    Under 
that  gentleman^s  managenient  Ferguson 
wrote  in  his  office,  he  (nd  not  know  whe- 
ther permanently  or  not,  and  if  he  lost  his 
'office  of  surveyor,  he  would  be  reduced  to 
>a  sit«iation  of  extreme  penury.     With 
regard  to  the  letter,  about  which  a  good 
^eal  had  been  said  at  the  commencement 
of  the  prooeeding  against  Fergusoftt  he 
believed  that  it  was  the  conviction  of 
every  man,  that  his  noble  friend,   lord 
Douglas,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.    The 
noble  lord  apologised  for  detaining  the 
House  so  long,  and  concluded  by  moving 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  with  respect  to  the 
inquiry  in  the  committee,  it  was  quite  d^ 
«ided  to  hia  satiifiictioDi  that  lord  Douglas 
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had  not  committed  any  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament.  It  was  necesaaiy 
that  he  should  state  this,  as  he,  for  one, 
when  the  case  was  first  stated  to  the  House 
by  his  noble  friend,  thought  that  prima 
fide^  there  was  enough  against  lord 
Douglas  to  call  on  him  to  challenge  te- 
ther inquiry.  The  result  of  the  inquirv 
had  given  satisfaction  Co  himself  on  thb 
subject.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any 
interferenoe  on  the  part  of  lord  Douglas. 

Mr.  Canning  thought  that  the  measore 
of  punishment  had  been  sufficient.  It 
had  been  originally  in  the  option  of  the 
House,  whether  they  would  send  Ferguson 
to  prison,  or  move  an  address  to  the 
Crown  for  removal  Urom  his  office.  But 
he  thought,  as  it  was,  his  punishment  had 
been  all  that  iustice  demanded.  A  noble 
lord  had  tried  to  make  oat  a  easoi  whic!i> 
if  true  would  gofer  to  influence  a  concur- 
renee  with  the  motion,  namely,  that  it 
had  been  in  his  official  character  that  Fer- 
guson had  committed  the  crime.  It  was 
true,  that  being  In  office  he  had  comnuftted 
it ;  but  diere  ^as  no  evidence  that  the  in^ 
fluenoe  of  the  office  had  been  made  use  e€ 
in  its  oemmission.  There  was  not  any 
peculiar  propriety  in  apportioning  tiie 
punishment  to  particular  offisnces  of  tfie 
Kind.  There  were  preeedents  on  which 
the  hon.  member  relied;  but  surely  he 
would  not  say  that  the  peccant  part  alose 
of  each  person  had  been  pumned.  He 
would  not  say  that  it  was  as  almoner  ftat 
the  bishop  of  Worcester  was  ponUbed. 
He  had  been  removed  firom  his  aitoalioo 
as  a  general  punishment,  as  the  only  math 
of  displeasure  which  the  House  could  in* 
flict  on  bhn :  and  they  had  given  a  sub- 
stantial mark  of  their  displeasure  by  send- 
ing Ferguson  to  prison.  Upon  fall  eon- 
sideratien,  after  a  fiur  and  complete  ex- 
amination, the  House  had  made  its  op- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  not  ae  it  woold  be  a 
mark  of  hs  displeasure,  but  as  it  wodd  be 
the  utter  ruin  of  the  individual^  he  eould 
not  consent  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  fFynn  vindicated  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings m  the  present  case»  as  beiitf  eon- 
sonant  to  the  invariable  practice  m  the 
House.  In  a  court  of  law,  the  inqnary 
was,  was  a  certain  person  guilty  ot  not 
goihy  I  But  here  the  matter  fbr  inqvify 
was,  who  was  the  ^iltv  person }  In  the 
case  of  an  objectionable  publication,  it 
was  not  enough,  when  a  prmter  was  cdled 
to  their  bar,  that  he  admitted  be  was  the 
printer  of  such  pubMcatien ;  the  House 
aid  not  stop  ihersi  but  endeavoured  alio 
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ta  ascertain  who  was  the  author,  and  who 
^raa  the  publifher.      The  object  of  the 
committeey  ia  the  present  case,  was,  to  as« 
certain  if  any  higher  person  was  behind 
tha  curtain.    It  would  have  made  a  dif* 
ference  in  their  viewst  if  they  had  thought 
iPerguson  a  tool  of  some  powerful  persm^ 
but  this  was  not  proved.    It  appearedi 
however,  that  he  had  means  of  coramuni- 
cation  with  goyernraeni,  and  that  he  was 
very  near  getting  the  office  for  which  he 
aaked.    He  had  been  asked  by  an  hon. 
gentleman,  if  he  intended  to  follow  up 
this  proceeding  with  ai^  farther  measure. 
To  this  he  should  certainly  answer  in  the 
nc^iTe.    He  did  not  see.  the  necessity 
of  mtroducing  new  measures  for  thepu* 
niahment  of  that  for  which  tbere  was  al- 
ready  a  sufficient  pooishmeatt   if  the 
House  chose  to  exercise  the  powers  with 
whioh  it  was  vested.  ■    He  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  noble  lord  rooviog  the  pre- 
vious question,    that  noble  lord  had  ^so 
moved  the  prerious  question  in  the  case 
of  lord  Ca^ereagh  nine  yeiirs  ago  [Hear, 
bearij.    But,  thoush  the  House  then  felt 
a  strong  wish  to  favour  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  the  previous  question  was 
negatived  almost  unanimously..   Whether 
the  right  of  election  should  be  with,  house- 
holders or  freeholders^  or  with  whatever 
part  of  the  community,  it  was  ec[ually  ne- 
cessary to  watch  over  that  right,>fiod  to 
punish  those  who  attempted  to  violate  it. 
Whether  we  had  Septennial  or  Triennial 
pariiaroeatSyOr,  according  to  the  reformer* 
who  lately  discovered  Mr«  Pryooe  to  be 
in  favour  of  annual  parliaoientsas*'  Brevia 
Parliameniiaria  Redmvaf*  meant  <*  short 
parlianunU    remvedy"    fa    laugh!]    we 
were  to  have  annual  parliamenta— still  it 
would  become  the  liouse  to  watch  over 
the   purity,  of  electionsi   and  to  punish 
those  who  attempted  to   corrupt  them. 
With  respect  to  reform,  the  very  measure 
was  one  of  reform.  The  House  had  always 
the  Dower  of  reforming  itseif»  when  it  <ud 
its  autjfr  by  applviiig  the  existing  law  to 
thepumsbment  of  offences.     It  had  been 
^id  that  the  House  having  ouide  the  op- 
tioni  and  having   comcmtted  Ferguson^ 
ought  not  to  vote  his  removal  from  office. 
But  from  the  beginning,  he  bad  intimated 

*  **  If  Prynne  did  not  mean  to  advocate 
Aori  parliamenta*  how  came  he  to  entitle 
his  treatise  on  the  subject  <  Brmoia  Par* 
fiaiMatfarift  iiAtfma,' which  iaptaiaEn^ 
hebis  tkori  ptuUametd$  remedr  Major 
Cartwi«htVLellerio  lord  HeUaod. 


that  it  was  hia  intention  to  follow  up  tbe* 
motion  for  commitment  with  another  for 
removal.  He  intreated  the  House  to  con- 
sider that  it  was  no  immaterial  consiUera*. 
tion  for  tbem,  when  they  were  oi^  the 
verge  of  a  general  election,  whether  they, 
would  visit  an  offisnce  of  this  kind  with  the 
punishment  which  would  be  most  severely 
felt  by  the  individual.  They  all  knew^ 
that  commitment  to  Newgate  was  a. 
punishment,  which  would  soon  be  forgot- - 
ten ;  in  fact,  it  was  lighter  than  remaiiw 
ing  in  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  arma 
aa  the  daily  fees  were  so  heavy,  that  it. 
formed  a  mudi  more  severe  punishment, 
than  commitment  to  Newgate. 

The  previous  question  being  put, «  That 
the  question  be  now  put,"  the  House  di- 
videa: 

Ayes .Mf •f».«M—.4.    57 

Noes 100 

Majority    -^49. 

Mr.  Wynn's  motioa.  was  consequently 
lost. 

PaiNCB   RBOXNT*sMsS8AGE«SSPaCT*, 
ING*  THS   MaRBIAGB  QW  THB  DuKB  O^. 

Kent.3  Lord  Casti^reagh  presented  the; 
foUowittg  MesB^e  from  the  Pnnce  Ke*; 
gent; 

«*  GaaitGB  P.  R. 
«*The  Prince  Regent,  actmg  in  the- 
nameand  on  theb^atfof  his  Majesty, thinVl' 
it  right  to  ik:quajnt  the  House  of  Com* 
rhcfti&y  thathte  hasgiven  the  Royal  Conaene 
tb  a  marriage  between  his  royal  highness* 
the  duke  of  Kent,  and  her  serenehighnesa 
Mary  Louisa  Victoria,  widow  of  the  late 
prince  of  Leiningen,  and  sbter  of  the 
reigmng  duke  of  Saxie  Cobourg  of  Sflfa)^-' 
fetd,  and  of  hts  royal  highness  Leopold 
George  R*ederi6k  prhice  of  Cobourg  of 
Saalfdd.— His  RoyaJHighnessispersuaded 
that  tha  alliance  cannot  but  be  accepta* 
ble  to  his  mmesty's  i^hhfol  subjects  ;  and* 
he  has  the  fullest  rdiance  on  the  concur- 
rence and  assbtance  of  the  House  of 
Commonsi  in  enabling  him  to  make  v 
suitable  and  proper  provfsion  with  a  view 
to  the  said  marriage.  G.  P.  RT 


The  House  agreed,  <<  to  return 
Royal  Highness  the  thanks  cf  thia  Hoqso, 
for  hia  moat  gracioua  oommunicalien  o£ 
the  intended  marriage  between  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  ICeot  and  her  serene, 
highness  Mary  Lpuis^i  Victoria^  widow  of 
the  late  prince  of  LeiniBgeOff  and  sister  of 
the  reiaaii^  .duke  of  Saxe  Cobouig  o£ 
JSaalfiriai  aodof  bis  royal  highness  Leo- 
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pold  Georee  Frederick  prince  of  Cobourg 
of  Saalfeld;  to  express  our  entire  satis- 
ikction  at  the  prospect  of  this  alliance  with 
a  Protestant  princess  of  illustrious  family, 
and  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that 
this  House  will  immediately  proceed  to^ 
the  consideration  of  his  Royal  Highness's 
gracious  message,  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  demonstrate  the  zeal,  duty,  and  af- 
fectionate attachment  of  this  House  to  his 
majesty's  person  and  family,  and  a  due 
regard  to  the  importance  of  any  measure 
which  may  tend  to  secure  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  his  majesty's  illostrious 
house." 

Irish  Assessed  Taxes.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Assessed  Taxes  of  Ireland, 

^heChancdlar  oftheExchejuermdi  it 
had  been  supposed  in  Ireland' that  parlia* 
ment  was  pledeed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Window  Tax,  m  consequence  of  the  de- 
claration made  by  Mr.Corryyatthetimehe 
first  proposed  the  tax  as  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  on 
subsequent  occasions.    But  whatever  had 
been  the  original  intention  of   the  au« 
tfaor  of  it,  nothing  then  held  out  could 
afford  a  reasonable  hope  of  its  repeal 
at  a  time    when  the  necessities  of'  the 
empire    absolutely    required    its   conti- 
nuance as  a  permanent  source  of  income. 
The  same  plea  might  be  put  forward  for 
England;    but  it  was  well  known  that 
many  of  the  customs,  originally  for  the 
period  of  the  war,  had    been  rendered 
permanent  since  its  termination,  and  made 
a  part  of  the  consolidated  fund.  Parliament 
could  not,  in  justice  to  the  public  creditor, 
take  off  the  Window  Tax,    till  another 
equivalent  fund  was  created  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  the  National  Debt. 
The  fair  question  was,  how  much  ought 
Ireland  to  contribute  to  the  resources  of 
the  empire  i    And  if  the  portion  allotted 
to  her  at  the  time  of  the  Union  was  a  fair 
one,  she  was  now  greatly  deficient.    The 
produce  of  her  present  taxes  was  far  below 
the  charge  on  her.  The  charge  amounted 
to  six    millions  and  a  half;    while  her 
income,  last  year,  was  but  five,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  a  million  and  a  half.    He 
fblt,  however,  that  it  must  be  the  wish  of 
parHaraent  so  to  proportion  the  charge  on 
each  country,  as  would,  in  the  result,  be 
most  beneficial  to  adl.    In  that  view,  look- 
ing to  die  distressed  situation  of  Ireland 
lor  die  last  thre^  years,  he  thooftht  it  be- 
comiBg  the  jusiioe  aiidliberahtyofpar« 
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Ilament  to  afford  her  some  relief.    Of  the 
Window  Tax  accordingly  he  was  prepared 
to  grant  a  reduction,  and  he  would  ver^ 
shortly  explain  the  nature  of  his  proposi- 
tion for  that  purpose — noticing  also  the 
principal  alterations  he  proposed  to  intro* 
duce  under  other  heads.  But  he  must  first 
state,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  propo^jn^ 
any  alteration  in  the  Hearth  Tax.    From 
the  Window  Tax,  which  was  necessarily  felt 
to  be  very  severe  in  its  pressure,  he  pro- 
posed to  make  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent, 
bringing  it  to  what  it  had  been  before  the 
last  augmentation :  since  which,  he  was 
obliged  to  allow  there  had  been  a  continual 
fdlling  off  in  the  proceeds  of  the  tax* 
That  sprang,  perhaps,  from  the  general 
stagnation  in  business,  which  peculiarlT 
aflected  Ireland — she  feeling,  m  a  modh 
higher  degree  than  this  country,  the  loss 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  consumption 
cbnsequent  on  the  war.     It  might  seem 
that  an  entirely  new  scheme  was  more 
advisable;  but  considering  the  Ikte  of  that 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  department  in  Ireland,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  an  abatement  of  the  tax,  as 
already  existing,  would  give  more  general 
satisfaction.'    By  the  law,  as  it  before 
stood,  no  house  in  Ireland  having  leas 
than  seven  windows  paid  a  duty.      It  was 
now  moreover  proposed,  that  in  houses 
with  more  than  that  number,  of  which  a 
great  proportion  was  let  in  lodginss  to 
poor  people.  Is.  a  window  only  should  be 
charged,  but  with  the  condition  that  this 
indulgence  could  be  granted  only  in  such 
cases  where  the  windows  were  used  not 
only  for  light,  but  also  for  the  admission  of 
air.     Of  Tate  years  great  additions  had 
been  made  to  all  the  taxes  oti  carriages, 
servants,  and  all  the  rest  pressing  more 
peculiarly  on  the  higher  orders.  The  laws 
imposing  them  had  been  looked  upon  as 
sumptuary  laws,  necessary  for  prohibiting 
imprudent  show  and  ostentation.  On  ea^ 
of  these  he  now  intended  a  great  relief,  in 
the  hope  that  diminishing  the  duty  on 
carriages,  would  produce  employment  for 
the  manufacturer,  and   that    H  genend 
abatement  in  the  taxes  would  operate  as 
an  inducement  to  gentlemen  of  property, 
now  absentees,  to  reside  at  home.    Ob  «1 
descriptions  of  carriages  a  great  abatement 
of  duty  would  be  made,  but  more  parti- 
cularly on  one  class,  which  he  inight  call 
the  national  one,  jaunting  cars,   l^e  duty 
on  keeping  that  vehicle,  which  bad  been 
&.  lOs.  was  now  to  be  reduced  to  two 
guineas  i    and  he  bad  reaton  to  believe 
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that  that  boon  would  be  received  with  the 
greatest  latitfaction.  Having  given  this 
•hort  view  of  the  most  material  alterations 
he  would  move,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  coramittee,  that  the  Taxes  imposed 
by  former  Acts  of  Parliament  on  horses 
servants,  carriages,  drc.  do  from  hence- 
forth cease  and  determine ;  and  that  the 
duties  specified  in  the  Schedule  annexed 
be  substituted  in  lieu  of  them.*' 

The  first  Resolution  respecting  the 
hearth  duty  having  been  read, 

Sir  //•  FamM  said,  that  it  was  the  re- 
gulation  for  the  collection  of  the  hearth 
fax  which  had  made  it  so  obnoxious  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.  For  the  purpose 
eollecting  this  duty,  a  power  was  given 
to  enter  all  houses,  and  take  an  account 
of  the  number  of  the  hearths.  If  it  was 
aaid  that  for  many  vears  after  the  enact- 
ment of  this  tax  there  had  been  no  com- 
plaints respecting  this  power,  he  should 
answer,  that  there  had  been  formerly  much 
leniency  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes  in 
Ireland,  and  therefore  the  power  had  not 
been  complained  of,  which  now  that  the 
laws  were  rigorously  enforced,  had  been 
found  very  grievous.  The  hon.  baronet 
then  read  the  proceedings  resf)ecting  the 
hearth  tax  in  England,  in  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  The 
king,  in  that  year,  sent  a  Message  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  oflered, 
as  he  had  heard  that  the  hearth  tax  was 
grievous  to  the  people,  to  consent  to  its 
regulation  and  entire  appeal.  The  Com- 
mons expressed  their  admiration  and  gra- 
titude at  this  unprecedented  iMeu  and  an 
act  was  passed  to  repeal  it,  which  recited 
the  king  s  message,  and  stated,  that  the  tax 
was  *'  not  only  a  grievance  to  the  poorer 
sort,  but  a  badge  of  slavery  to  the  whole 
people,"  by  allowing  every  man's  house 
to  be  searched  by  persons  not  known  to 
him.  He  hoped,  tnerefore,  the  House 
would  dispense  equal  justice  to  Ireland, 
and  relieve  it  from  •«  this  badge  of  sla- 
very." 

The  CkanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
aerved,  that  he  certainly  could  not  obj^ 
to  any  argument  which  proceeded  on  the 
justice  of  applying  the  same  principles  of 
revenue  and  government  to  Ireland  which 
bad  been  established  in  Great  Britain. 
There  was,  however,  a  very  material  dif- 
ference, in  a  constitutional  point  of  view, 
between  the  present  hearth  tax  in  Ireland, 
and  the  mode  in  which  it  was  formerly 
levied  in  this  country.  The  collecting 
flflicer  Id  Ireiaiid  could  not  enter  into 


every  room  of  a  house  in  order  to  make 
a  correct  return,  but  was  oblieed  to  form 
an  estimate  upon  a  general  view,  the 
tenant  being  ooliged  to  show  the  contrary  ^ 
if  he  objected  to  it.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  if  Ireland  were  relieved  from 
the  burthen  in  question,  some  eauivalent 
measure,  probably  in  the  shape  of  a  house 
tax,  must  be  resorted  to.  Much  consi-« 
deration  had  been  given  to  the  question  of 
how  far  it  might  be  expedient  to  substi- 
tute a  tax  on  houses  for  the  window  tax, 
but  he  had  great  reason  to  believe  that  the 
people  of  that  country  would  not  approve 
of  such  a  commntatton. 

Sir  H.  Pan^^  said,  that  if  the  Irish 
hearth  tax  were  repealed,  he  should  not 
at  present  press  for  the  repeal  of  the  win- 
dovr  tax. 

Mr.  Leslie  Foster  said,  that  the  hearth 
duty  of  Ireland  was  one  of  the  most  an« 
cient  taxes  in  that  country,  baring  been 
leried  so  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Chariea 
2iid.  It  was  alio  that  which  had  under* 
gone  the  smallest  increasefrom  timeto time* 
Considerable  reduction  had  even  been 
made  in  it.  At  the  period  of  the  Union, 
every  house  having  more  than  two  heartha 
was  taxed;  but,  since  the  Union,  none 
under  four.  I'his  regulation  went  to 
exempt  almost  the  whole  of  the  agricul- 
tural  population;  for  there  was  scarcely  a ' 
fiurm-Aouie  which  possessed  more  than  four  - 
hearths  or  seven  windows.  It  was  in 
every  respect,  both  with  regard  to  the 
duty  imposed,  and  the  mode  of  collection » 
a  measure  of  less  severity  than  that  whidi 
went  formerly  bv  the  same  name  in  En|^- 
land.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  baronet,  if' 
he  was  prepared  to  propose  a  tax  which 
would  press  in  a  lighter  degree  upon  lie- 
land  than  the  ancient  one  to  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  object  ? 

Mr.  Dems  Brofwne  was  not  aware  of 
anv  of  the  abuses  complained  of  in  the 
collection  of  the  tax.  It  had  been  repre- 
sented as  unconstitutional ;  but  he  could 
not  call  any  thing  established  by  law  un- 
constitutional. Should  it  be  abolished, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  must  stand 
up  in  his  place  and  propoae  a  tax  on  lea- 
ther, or  some  other  tfattt  woold  be  ten 
times  more  burthensome  to  the  lower 
orders  than  the  hearth  tax.  He  supposed 
it  would  be  deemed  constitutional  to  dutMr 
the  burthen  from  the  rich  upon  the  poor 
[a  laugh]. 

Sir.  F.  Flood  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
continuance  of  sudi  a  tax  was  an  tndig* 
nity  thrown  on  Ireland*    When  it  was 
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pold  George  Frederick  prince  of  Cobourg 
of  Saalfeld;  to  express  our  entire  satis- 
faction at  the  prospect  of  this  alliance  with 
a  Protestant  princess  of  illustrious  family, 
and  to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that 
this  House  will  immediately  proceed  to. 
the  consideration  of  his  Royal  Highness's 
gracious  message,  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  demonstrate  the  zeal,  duty,  and  af- 
fectionate attachment  of  this  House  to  his 
majesty's  person  and  family,  and  a  due 
regard  to  the  importance  of  any  measure 
which  may  tend  to  secure  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  his  majesty's  illustrious 
house." 

Irish  Assessed  Taxes.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Assessed  Taxes  of  Ireland, 

The  ChanceUor  &f  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
had  been  supposed  in  Ireland*  Uiat  parlia* 
ment  was  pledged  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Window  Tax,  m  consequence  of  the  de- 
claration made  by  Mr.Corry,atthetimehe 
first  proposed  the  tax  as  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  on 
subsequent  occasions.    But  whateyer  had 
been  the  original  intention  of   the  au- 
tiior  of  it,  nothing  then  held  out  could 
afford  a  reasonable  hope  of  its  repeal 
at  a  time    when  the  necessities  of  the 
empire    absolutely    required    its    conti- 
nuance as  a  permanent  source  of  income. 
The  same  plea  might  be  put  forward  for 
England;    but  it  was  well  known  that 
many  of  the  customs,  originally  for  the 
period  of  the  war,  had   been  rendered 
permanent  since  its  termination,  and  made 
a  part  of  the  consolidated  fund.  Parliament 
could  not,  in  justice  to  the  public  creditor, 
take  off  the  Window  Tax,    till  another 
equivalent  fund  was  created  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  the  National  Debt. 
The  fair  question  was,  how  much  ought 
Ireland  to  contribute  to  the  resources  of 
the  empire  ?    And  if  the  portion  allotted 
to  her  at  the  time  of  the  Union  was  a  fair 
onci  she  was  now  greatly  deficient.    The 
produce  of  her  present  taxes  was  far  below 
the  charge  on  her.  The  pharge  amounted 
to  six    millions  and  a  half;    while  her 
income,  last  year,  was  but  five,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  a  million  and  a  half.    He 
felt,  however,  that  it  must  be  the  wish  of 
parliament  so  to  proportion  the  charfle  on 
^ch  country,  as  would,  in  the  result,  be 
most  beneficial  to  all.    In  that  view,  look- 
ing to  the  distressed  situation  of  Ireland 
for  the  last  thred  years,  he  thought  it  be- 
comiBg  the  justice  and  libendity  of  par- 
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Ilament  to  afford  her  some  relief.  Of  the 
Window  Tax  accordingly  he  was  prepared 
to  grant  a  reduction,  and  he  would  very 
shortly  explain  the  nature  of  his  proposi- 
tion for  that  purpose— -noticing  also  the 
principal  alterations  he  proposed  to  intro- 
duce under  other  heads.  But  he  must  first 
state,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  proposing 
any  alteration  in  the  Hearth  Tax.  From 
the  Window  Tax,  which  was  necessarily  felt 
to  be  very  severe  in  its  pressure,  he  pro- 

Eosed  to  make  a  reduction  of  25  per  rent, 
ringing  it  to  what  it  had  been  before  the 
last  augmentation :  since  which,  he  was 
obliged  to  allow  there  had  been  a  continual 
fjdiing  off  in  the  proceeds  of  the  tax. 
That  sprang,  perhaps,  from  the  general 
stagnation  in  business,  which  peculiarly 
affected  Ireland — she  feeling,  m  a  moca 
higher  degree  than  this  country,  the  loss 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  consumption 
cbnsequent  on  the  war.     It  might  seem 
that  an  entirely  new  scheme  was  more 
advisable;  but  considering  the  fate  of  that 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  department  m  Ireland,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  an  abatement  of  the  tax,  as 
already  existing,  would  give  more  general 
satisfaction.     By  the  law,  as  it  before 
stood,  no  house  in  Ireland  having  less 
than  seven  windows  paid  a  duty.      It  was 
now  moreover  proposed,  that  in  houses 
with  more  than  that  number,  of  which  a 
great  proportion  was  let  in  lodgings  to 
poor  people,  1«.  a  window  only  should  be 
charged,  but  with  the  condition  that  this 
indulgence  could  be  granted  only  in  soch 
cases  where  the  windows  were  used  not 
only  for  light,  but  also  for  the  admission  of 
air.     Of  late  years  great  additions  had 
been  made  to  all  the  taxes  dta  carriages, 
servants,  and  all  the  rest  pressing  more 
peculiarly  on  the  higher  oroers.  The  laws 
imposing  them  had  been  looked  upon  as 
sumptuary  laws,  necessary  for  prohibiting 
imprudent  show  and  ostentation.  On  each 
of  these  he  now  intended  a  great  relief,  in 
the  hope  that  diminishing  the  duty   on 
carriages,  would  produce  employment  for 
the  manufacturer,  and   that    a  genend 
abatement  in  the  taxes  would  operate  as 
an  inducement  to  gentlemen  of  property, 
now  absentees,  to  reside  at  home.    On  all 
descriptions  of  carriages  a  great  abatement 
of  duty  would  be  made,  but  more  pUrti- 
cularly  on  one  class,  which  be  might  call 
the  national  one,  jaunting  cars.   The  duty 
on  keeping  that  vehiole,  which  had  beoi 
6/.  10*.  was  now  to  be  reduced  to  two 
^guineas ;    and  he  bad  leason  to  beBeve 
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that  that  boon  would  be  received  with  the  | 
greatest  satisfaction.  Having  given  this 
short  view  of  the  most  material  alterations 
he  would  move,  *'  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  Taxes  imposed 
by  former  Acts  of  Parliament  on  horses 
servants,  carriages,  &c.  do  from  hence- 
forth cease  and  determine ;  and  that  the 
duties  specified  in  the  Schedule  annexed 
be  substituted  in  lieu  of  them." 

The  first  Resolution  respecting  the 
hearth  duty  having  been  read. 

Sir  //.  Pameil  said,  that  it  was  the  re- 
gulation for  the  collection  of  the  hearth 
tax  which  had  made  it  so  obnoxious  to 
the  people  of  Ireland.  For  the  puq^ose 
collecting  this  duty,  a  power  was  given 
to  enter  all  houses,  and  take  an  account 
of  the  number  of  the  hearths.  If  it  was 
said  that  for  many  years  after  the  enact- 
ment of  this  tax  there  had  been  no  com- 
plaints respecting  this  power,  he  should 
answer,  that  there  had  been  formerly  much 
leniency  in  the  collection  of  the  taxes  in 
Ireland,  and  therefore  the  power  had  not 
been  complained  of,  which  now  that  the 
laws  were  rigorously  enforced,  had  been 
found  very  grievous.  The  hon.  baronet 
then  read  the  proceedings  respecting  the 
hearth  tax  in  England,  in  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  The 
king,  in  that  year,  sent  a  Message  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  offered, 
as  he  had  heard  that  the  hearth  tax  was 
grievous  to  the  people,  to  consent  to  its 
regulation  and  entire  appeal.  The  Com- 
mons expressed  their  admiration  and  m- 
dtude  at  this  unprecedented  ofier,  and  an 
act  was  passed  to  repeal  it,  which  recited 
the  king  s  message,  and  stated,  that  the  tax 
was  **  not  only  a  grievance  to  the  poorer 
sort,  but  a  badge  of  slavery  to  the  whole 
people,'*  by  allowing  every  man's  house 
to  be  searched  by  persons  not  known  to 
him.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  dispense  equal  justice  to  Ireland, 
and  relieve  it  from  *«  thb  badge  of  sla- 
Tery.** 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
•erved,  that  he  certainly  could  not  objbct 
to  any  argument  which  proceeded  on  the 
justice  of  applying  the  same  principles  of 
revenue  and  government  to  Ireland  which 
had  been  established  in  Great  Britain. 
There  was,  however,  a  very  material  dif- 
ference, in  a  constitutional  point  of  view, 
between  the  present  hearth  tax  in  Ireland, 
and  the  mode  in  which  it  was  formerly 
levied  in  this  country.  The  collecting 
cficer  b  Ireland  could  not  enter  into 


every  room  of  a  bouse  in  order  to  make 
a  correct  return,  but  was  obliged  to  form 
an  estimate  upon  a  general  view,  the 
tenant  being  ooliged  to  show  the  contrary  ^ 
if  he  objected  to  it.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  if  Ireland  were  relieved  froin 
the  burthen  in  question,  some  eouivalent 
measure,  probably  in  the  shape  or  a  house 
tax,  must  be  resorted  to.  Much  consi-» 
deration  had  been  given  to  the  question  of 
how  far  it  might  be  expedient  to  substi* 
tnte  a  tax  on  houses  for  the  window  tax, 
but  he  had  great  reason  to  believe  that  the 
people  of  that  country  would  not  approve 
of  such  a  commntation. 

Sir  If.  Paru.,^  said,  that  if  the  Irish 
hearth  tax  were  repealed,  he  should  not 
at  present  press  for  the  repeal  of  the  win- 
dow tax. 

Mr,  Leslie  Foster  said,  that  the  hearth 
duty  of  Ireland  was  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient taxes  in  that  country,  having  been 
levied  so  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Charies 
2nd.  It  was  also  that  which  had  under- 
gone the  smallest  increase  from  time  to  time* 
Considerable  redaction  had  even  been 
made  in  it.  At  the  period  of  the  Union, 
every  house  having  more  than  two  hearths 
was  taxed;  but,  since  the  Union,  none 
under  four.  I'his  regulation  went  to 
exempt  almost  the  whole  of  the  agricid- 
tural  population;  for  there  was  scarcely  a  * 
fiurm-nouse  which  possessed  more  than  four  - 
hearths  or  seven  windows.  It  was  in 
every  respect,  both  with  regard  to  the 
duty  imposed,  and  the  mode  of  collection, 
a  measure  of  less  severity  than  that  whidi 
went  formerly  by  the  same  name  in  Eng^- 
land.  He  woiiid  ask  the  hon.  baronet,  if' 
ho  was  prepared  to  propose  a  tax  which 
would  press  in  a  lighter  degree  upon  Ire- 
land than  the  ancient  one  to  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  object  ? 

Mr.  Dems  Browne  was  not  aware  of 
anv  of  the  abuses  complained  of  in  the 
collection  of  the  tax.  It  had  been  repre- 
sented as  unconstitutional ;  but  he  could 
not  call  any  thing  established  by  law  un- 
constitutional. Should  it  be  abolished, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  must  stand 
up  in  his  place  and  propose  a  tax  on  lea- 
ther, or  some  other  that  would  be  ten 
times  more  burthensome  to  the  lower 
orders  than  the  hearth  tax.  He  supposed 
it  would  be  deemed  constitutional  to  throw 
the  burthen  from  the  rich  upon  Che  poor 
[a  laugh]. 

Sin  F.  Flood  was  of  opmion,  that  the 
continuance  of  sueh  a  tax  was  an  indig- 
ni^  thrown  on  Ireland*    When  it  was 
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found  that  such  a  tax  bore  heaFily  in 
England,  it  was  ropaaled ;  but  no  matter 
how  heavily  it  pressed  on  Ireland,  still  it 
must  be  continued.  But  it  was  their  in- 
terest to  relieve  Ireland  as  much  as  possi- 
ble from  her  burthens,  as  the  more  she 
possessed*  the  more  she  would  have  to 
share  with  Ensland*  Ireland  ousht  not 
to  be  kept '  in  daverv  b v  the  weight  of  a 
tax  which  was  in  England  found  insup- 
portable. Ireland  had  expended  her  blood 
and  ber  treasure  in  the  defence  of  this 
country,  and  was  entitled  to  some  little 
consideration.  He  was  astonished  to  hear 
Irish  gentlemen  opposing  a  measure  which 
was  intended  to  afford  relief  to  their  con- 
stituents. He  thouffht  some  of  those  hon. 
members  would  make  rather  an  awkward 
figure  when  they  re-appeared  befoie  their 
coBstitaents,  and  had  nothing  to  say,  but 
<<  I  have  given  a  great  vote  against  you 
when  your  ioteresta  came  under  discus- 
tion''— '[Hear  1  and  a  laugh].oThe  con- 
tinoaace  of  the  present  tax  was  a  hardship ; 
it  was  as  much  as  to  say»  <<  You,  Ireland, 
shall  be  kept  in  slavery,  though  we  relieve 
ourselves  from  it,  and  though  the  tax  we 
now  impos«f  on  you  was,  in  the  time  of  king 
William,  declared  to  be  a  badge  of  slavery 
too  oppressijve  to  be  borne." 

The  Chamellor  qf  the  Exchequer  repel- 
led the  idea,  of  Ireland  being  subjected 
either  to  oppression  or  slavery.  The 
measure  he  was  about  to  propose  was  for 
the  relief  of  the  people  ot  that  country^ 
apd  was  not  intended  to  oppress  them. 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  thoaght  it  was 
unfisur  t^  propose  the  repeal  of  the  Irish 
hearth  Ux^  at  a  time  when  England  was 
saddled  with  Ireland's  debts,  without  of- 
fering some  other  means  by  which  the 
amount  of  the  tax  might  be  made  good. 
He  did  not  hear  that  any  complaints  ex- 
isted in  Ireland  relative  to  the  tax,  save 
by  the  lower  classes,  and  on  that  ground 
he  had  himself  the  honour  of  proposing  a 
new  regulation.  He  was  rather  surprised 
that,  when  those  taxes,  the  hearth  and 
window  tax,  had  been  raised  some  time 
past,  neither  the  hon.  baronet  (sir  H.  Par- 
ndl)  nor  his  risrht  hon.  friend  (sir  J. 
Newport)  seemed  inclined  to  propose  a 
iweal  or  a  reduction  of  them ;  out  now, 
when  his  right  hon*  friend  proposed  a  re^ 
ductioQ,atotalTepealwasdemanded«  He 
hoped  ibfi  House  wonld  not  depart  from 
Its  dutjr  by  anv  observations  relative  to 
the  opinions  of  their  constituents.  He, 
for  one»  should  not  be  affiMsted  by  such 
observatMMiH^.  H^  was  aware  that  he  might 
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be  considered  as  bound  to  support  the  tax. 
but  those  who  knew  him  must  be  con- 
vinced that  no  consideration  could  induce 
him  to  support  a  tax  or  any  other  measure 
which  he  did  not  fully  conceive  to  be  ne- 
cessary. 

Sir  John  NetaportwBB  surprised  that  he 
should  have  been  alluded  to,  or  insinua* 
tions  thrown  out  against  him,  when  he  had 
not  offered  a  word  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  declared,  that  he 
had  no  intention  whatever  of  throwing  out 
any  insinuatioa  against  the  right  hen.  ba- 
ronet. 

Sir  John  Nemort  said,  he  must  hava 
mistaken  the  rignt  hon.  member  with  re» 
spect  to  the  question  before  them.  Ha 
conceived  that  the  tax  having  been  re- 
pealed in  England  in  consequence  of  tha 
severity  with  which  its  pressure  was  felt» 
mig^t  show  to  the  House  the  impropriety 
of  its  continuance  in  Ireland.  He  ac- 
knowledged that,  as  the  tax  was  to  be  mo- 
dified it  would  not  be  easy  to  find  out  one 
which  pressed  less  heavily  on  the  peof^e; 
but  as  it  appeared  on  the  Statute  Book 
that  such  a  tax  was  an  oppressive  one,  he- 
wished,  .for  the  sske  of  consistency,  that 
the  chancellor  of,  the  exchequer  would, 
raise  t^  annual  sum  of  40,000^.  in  some- 
other  manner.  He  should^  however,  pro* 
test  against  that  doctrbe,  which  said  that 
no  r^eal  of  a  tax,  however  grievous^ 
ought  to  take  place,  unless  the  person 
proposing  that  repe^  pointed  out  other 
means  of  raising  a  similar  sum. 

Mr.  Ped  thought  it  would  be  better  not. 
to  farce  his  right  hon.  friend  to  substitute 
the  house  tsx  in  lieu  of  the  hearth  tax^ 
which  must  be  the  consequence  of  agree- 
ing to  the  present  amendment.  The  best. 
course  would  be  to  continue  the  old 
duty  until  the  next  session,  and  then  to 
consider  whether  some  substitute  could 
not  be  adopted. 

Sir  H.  Parnell  having  consented  to. 
withdraw  his  amendment,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchefuer  then 
moved.  That  a  tax  of  15<.  per  window,  be 
paid  on  certain  windows  in  Ireland,  speci- 
fied in  the  schedule. 

Sir  JoAii  Newport  said,  that  without 
then  entering  into  the  detail  of  the  window 
tax,  or  of  the  solemn  pledges  given  that 
it  was  to  be  repealed,  as  it  was  considered 
only  a  war  tax,  he  meant  to  propose  a 
farther  reduction  than  that  proposed  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  If  a 
reduction  of  50  per  cent  were  to  be  made^ 
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ft  woald  be  most  beneficial  to  the  poor,  as 
it  would  reduce  the  tax  upon  seven  win- 
dows from  IBs*  to  lOf.  He  wished  to  in- 
form Uie  House,  that  in  conpsrioff  the 
accounts  of  1814  and  1818,  it  was  round 
that  no  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  windows 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  within  that 
period  had  been  closed  up  to  avoid  the 
tax,  and  he  should  appeal  to  the  House 
whether  such  a  circumstance  was  not  cal- 
culated to  hsve  a  most  injurious  effect, 
imrticularly  on  the  poorer  classes,  by  de- 
pririne  tiiem  of  air  and  lisht  ?  Taxation 
m  Ireund  had  within  a  short  period  in- 
creased with  a  rapidity  which  was  griev- 
ously felt ;  and,  ir  the  taxes  of  England 
had  increased  with  equal  rapidity,  that 
country,  great  as  it%as,  must  liave  se- 
Terely  felt  the  pressure  of  her  taxes.  It 
was  stated,  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in 
the  revenue  of  Ireland ;  but  what  was  the 
cause  of  it?  Inducements  ought  to  be 
held  out  to  absentees  to  return  and  reside 
In  Ireland,  by  which  measure  there  would 
be  means  afforded  to  the  poor  of  procur- 
ing employment,  and  of  paying  their 
taxes,  if  the  absentees  paid  their  portion 
^f  the  assessed  taxes  in  Ireland,  the  bene* 
St  arising  to  that  depressed  country  would 
be  great.  To  England  the  pressure  of  the 
taxes  in  Ireland  was  very  injurious,  as  Ire- 
land was  her  best,  or  at  least,  one  of  her 
best  customers.  In  1819,  the  amount  of 
the  importation  from  this  country  into  the 
different  ports  of  Ireland,  Including  the 
produce  of  the  woollen  manufactories  and 
of  the  potteries,  exceeded  three  millions, 
while  in  1817,  when  the  efl^ts  of  taxa- 
tion were  severely  felt,  it  amounted  to  a 
•sura  not  much  greater  than  1,100,0(XK. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  concluded  by 
moving,  That  die  reduction  of  the  window 
tax  should  be  50  instead  of  25  per  cent. 

Sir  F.  Flood  said,  they  baa  now,  he 
trusted,  come  to  their  strong  ground.  By 
the  returns  on  their  table  it  appeared,  that 
last  year  the  tax  had  produced  54,511/. 
es.  ^d.  less  than  it  had  m  the  precedhig 
jrear.  This  was  a  proof  that  it  was  an 
improper  tax,  and  not  likely,  at  the  pre- 
«ent  rate,  to  be  beneficial.  By  allowing  a 
reduction  of  K  per  cent,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  admitted  that  the  tax 
was  heavier  than  the  people  could  subtsin; 
"and,  therefore,  he  trusted  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  wotrfd  W^  to  the  proposition 
of  his  rifffat  hon.  niend,  and  lower  it  in 
a  ratio  of  50  per  cent.  Mo  less  tian  sev^ 
miflions  a  year  were  taken  from  Ireland ; 
which  he  eoneehred  to  be  a  sort  of  income 


tax.  He  begrudged,  firom  his  heart,  the 
spending  of  that  money  in  a  hostile  coun- 
try, and  he  hoped  every  one  who  went 
there,  firom  principles  of  curiosity  or  dissi- 
pation, would  be  disappointed  in  their 
views.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  n 
benevolent  heart,  and  he  hoped  he  woidd 
so  fiur  extend  his  benevolence,  as  to  take 
off  another  £5  per  cent  in  addition  to  that 
which  he  had  already  conceded.  If  he  did 
so,  he  could  assure  him,  that  the  people  td 
Ireland  would  be  both  happy  ana  gratafid 
fi>r  the  favour. 

Mn  Fed  said,  that  if,  as  had  been  sssiit 
ed,  the  iaith  of  the  Irish  parliament  was 
pledsed  not  to  continue  this  tax,  on  the 
condusion  of  peace,  then  the  House  had 
scarcely  any  discretion  <m.  the  subject. 
The  legislature  ought,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  in  that  case,  to  give  up  the  tax.  But 
he  denied  that  this  was  the  fact.  When, 
on  a  former  occasion,  a  right  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Plunkett)  had 
argued,  from  the  preamble  of  the  act  of 
1800,  granting  this  tax ;  that  it  was  meant 
to  be  continued  only  in  time  of  war,  not 
having  the  act  by  htm,  he  was  obliged  to 
pass  over  that  part  of  his  statement.  The 
preamble  of  tnat  act  sat  forth,  that,  to 
support  a  certain  number  of  men,  the 
window  tax  was  granted  to  his  majesty  ftr 
a  year.  This  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  stated— but  he  forgot  to  state 
also,  that,  by  the  same  act,  many  other 
duties  and  customs,  on  tea,  sugar,  wioe, 
tobacco,  frc.  were  also  granted^  So  that 
if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's 
argument  proved  any  thing,  it  proved 
this,  that  all  these  duties,  as  well  as  that 
on  windows,  should  be  removed  at  the  re- 
turn of  peace-^a  proposition  that  could 
not  be  maintained  by  any  individual.  If 
there  were  any  mtention  to  repeal  this  tax, 
some  trace  would  be  found  of  that  inten« 
tion  in  the  proceedings  of  parliament. 
But  none  such  could  be  discovered.  He 
conceived,  therefore,  that  the  argument 
relative  to  the  sood  fkith  of  paiSament 
having  been  pfedged,  fell  to  the  ground. 
When  lie  (hiathb,  he  begged  to  observe, 
that  he  tm  sure  the  right  hon.  and  learned 

fentIemsADr,'^'in  making  the  statement  he 
ad  done,  was  not  influenced  by  a  desire 
to  mislead  the  House,  but  that  he  had 
^oted  the  preamble  of  the  act,  believing 
it  to  refier  mone  to  the  window  tax.  If  u 
were  considered  merely  as  a  war  tax,  it 
was  Very  extraordinary,  that,  in  the  jrears 
1806*7,  when  the  right  hon.  baronet  ren- 
dered  various  annual  taxes  permanent^  and 
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this  amongst  thenttmber^he  never  thought 
of  making  a  special  reservation  with  re- 
spect to  it.    As  to  the  policy  of  doing 
.away  the  tax,  it  *was  a  subject  that  could 
alone  be  considered  by  a  general  refe- 
rence to  the  state  of  the  country,     (^ow, 
in  tlie  last  year,  the  total  charge  for  Ire- 
.land,  interest  of  the  debt,  miscellaneous 
services,  &c.  was  4,885,0002.    The  total 
revenue  was  4,388,000/.,  leaving  a  defi- 
ciency of  497,000/.    This  would  be  in- 
creased to  a  verj'  considerable  extent  by 
the  reduction  proposed  by. his  right  hon. 
friend;  and,  if  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
was  agreed  to,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  the  additional  deficit 
would  be  about  153,000/.    Supposing,  in 
future  years,  the  finances  of  Ireland  not 
.  tp  increase,  this  sum,  added  to  the  amount 
of  the  existing  deficiency,  would  leave  a 
8um  of  560fiSoL — a  deficiency  of  revenue 
to  meet  existing  charges  in  Ireland,  which 
must  be  supplied  by  remittances  from  this 
country.    The  charge  payable  in  England, 
on  account   of    tne    Irish    debt,    was 
M76,000/.    That  extent  of  burthen,  for 
which  Ireland  wss  pledged  at  the  time  of 
the  Union,  this  country  had  taken  on  her- 
self. *  If  to  that  were  added  the  deficiency 
in  the  consolidated  fund  of  Ireland,  the 
whole  extent  of  burthen,  for  which  this 
country  had  become  liable  on  account  of 
Ireland,   would  be   found  not  less  than 
.  5,000,000/.  per  annum.     What  was  the 
amount  of  the  debt  of  Ireland,  previous  to 
the  Union,   the  interest  of  which   was 
chargeable  on  the  revenue  of  Ireland? 
The  mterest,  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  was 
1,682,000/.  The  interest  of  the  debt  which 
Ireland  at  present  paid  was.  l,690,000/.» 
bein^  only  a  difference  of  8,000/.  between 
the  interest  of  the  debt  paid  before  the 
Union,  and  that  which  was  paid  at  pre- 
sent.   The  expense  of  the  civil  list,  the 
army  establishment,  &c.  of  Ireland,  was, 
independent  of  the  debt,  3,100,000/.,  and 
the  mcome  to  meet  it  was  4,388,000/^— 
leaving  the  sum  of  1,288,000/.  applicable 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt, 
and  various  other  chaises..'  fievond  that 
sum    of   1,288,000/.  Great  Britain    was 
bound  to  make  good  every  deficiency*  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  she  had  not  a 
right  to  do  so.    Undoubtedly  she  had,  as 
the  treasuries  were  consolidated.    But  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  bring  the  fact 
distinctly  before  the  House.    These  were 
considerations  they  could  not  leave  out  of 
the  question,  when  they  were  allied  on  to 
repeal  a  tax  of  this  kind.    It  wfM  useless 
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to  say,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  ought  to 
repeal  taxes,  and  also  to  find  a  substitute 
for  them— as  if  he. had  any  more  interest 
in  the  repeal  and  application  of  taxes  than 
any  other  individual  in  the  country.  The 
fact  was,  when  he  was  called  on  to  eive 
up  taxes,  it  ought  to  be  considered  how 
the  exigencies  of  the  country  were  to  be 

Provided  for  without  them.  Let  the 
louse  recollect  the  number  of  taxes  par- 
liament had  been  asked  to  repeal  in  the 
present  session.  Discussions  had  taken 
place  on  the  leather  tax,  the  salt  duties, 
the  window  tax,  and  several  others.  Now, 
he  would  put  it  to  gentlemen,  when  it  was 
stated,  a  few  days  since,  that  the  public 
sehrice  required  21,000,000/.  while  the 
supply  to  meet  it  amounted  to  only 
7,000,000/.  whether  they  would  compel 
his  right  hon.  friend  to  give  up  sources 
of  revenue,  which  were  essentially  neoefr* 
sary  to  the  welfare  of  the  state  ? 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  his  reason  for 
not  making  an  express  reservation  with 
respect  to  this  tax  in  1806-7,  was,  because 
he  Knew  not,  at  the  time  of  the  existence 
of  any  such  thing  as  a  war  tax  in  Ireland. 
No  reservation  was  therefore  necessary. 
He  conceived  that  parliament  was  pledged, 
at  the  conclusion  of  peace,  to  remove 
this  impost,  whether  they  made  good  the 
sum  for  which  it  was  said  to  be  pledged 
by  new  regulations,  or  by  imposing  other 
taxes.  But  what  he  might  have  done  ia 
1806-7  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject 
under  consideration.  Whatever  his  con- 
duct might  formerly  have  been,  it  could 
not  predude  him  from  expressing  his  opi- 
nion now,  as  to  that  which  appeared  t» 
him  to  be  best  for  the  public  interest. 
This  he  should  always  do,  as  his  consci- 
ence dictated,  without  any  view  to  popu- 
larity. 

Mr.  James  Butler  thought  that  some, 
other  mode  of  taxation  would  be  prefera- 
ble to  the  present ;  he  lefl  it  to  the  fertile 
mind  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  devise  what ;  he  should  only  state,  that 
900  four  wheel  carriages,  and  5,000  two 
wheel  carriages,  had  been  put  down  in 
Ireland  in  the  last  year.  The  same 
amount  of  taxation  might  be  easily  raised 
where  the  mode  was  not  unpleasant.  He 
knew  a  parish  in  Kilkenny  where^  there 
had  existed  the  greatest  difficulty  m  col- 
lecting tithes,  till  the  rector  agreed  to 
take  2f.  6d.  an  acre,  and  afterwards  ihey 
were  regularly  paid. 

Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald  said,  it  was  unne- 
cestory  for  him  to  touch  on  the  subject 
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of  the  good  faith  of  parliament  being 
pledged  for  the  repeal  oif  the  window  tax 
10  time  of  war,  that  argument  having  been 
triumphantly  refuted  by  his  right  hon. 
friend.  In  adverting  to  this  question,  if 
Ihey  allowed  themselves  to  be  guided  by 
the  statements  contained  in  the  petitions 
of  their  constituentSi  they  would  have  lit- 
tle discretion  left.  No  man  lamented 
more  deeply  than  he  did  the  accumulated 
distresses  to  which  different  parts  of  Ire* 
land  had  been  subjected.  But,  when 
they  were  called  on  to  remove  taxes,  Uiis 
was  not  the  only  point  they  were  to  con- 
sider ;  it  was  for  them  to  look  to  the  state 
of  the  empire  at  large.  He  admitted  that 
taxation  liad  been  laid  on  in  Ireland,  to 
an  extent  which  defeated. its  object ;  but 
when  this  was  complained  of,  it  should  be 
recollected,  that,  if  tlie  system  had  not 
been  resorted  to,  the  consolidation  of  the 
treasuries  could  not  have  taken  place. 
He  contended  that  this  country  had 
acted  most  fairly  towards  Ireland.  If  the 
assessed  taxes  had  not  been  raised  to  a 
level,  nominally,  with  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland  would,  in  the  last  year,  have 
been  chargeable  with  a  sum  of  6,800,00(M^ 
which  England  became  accountable  for, 
in.  consequence  of  the  consolidation  of  the 
treasuries.  When  this  was  the  fact,  it 
was  not  fair  to  sar,  that  the  evils  of  Ire- 
land were  all  attributable  to  the  assessed 
taxes.  It  had  been  made  a  source  of 
complaint,  that,  while  England  was  freed 
from  seventeen  million  of  war  taxes,  none 
bad  been  remitted  in  Ireland.  The  answer 
to  this  was  evident  Ireland,  as  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  stated,  had  no  war  taxes, 
and,  therefore,  could  be  relieve  from  none. 
With  respect  to  the  subject  immediately 
under  consideration,  he  should  only  ob- 
serve, that  the  House  ought  not  to  act 
from  their  feelings,  but  with  a  view  to  a 
conscientious  though  painful  discharge 
of  their  duty.     He  should  support  the 

5  reposition  of  his  right  hon.  friend  for  a 
iminution  of  25  per  cent,  but  he  must 
oppose  the  motion  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet  wished  the  House  to  accede  to. 

Mr.  Rm  Shaw  having  expressed  his 
aentiments  fully  on  a  former  occssion, 
did  not  feel  it  necessary  now  to  address 
the  House  at  any  length ;  but  he  wished 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Corry,  the  chancellor  of  the  Irish 
exchequer,  when  the  wmdow  tax  was  first 
introduced  by  him,  in  which  it  was  dis- 
tmctly  stated  to  be  a  war  Ux.  So  far 
from  the  proposed  alleviation  of  the  tax 
(  VOL.  3CXXVII1.) 


being  likely  to  deteriorate  the  revenue,  he 
felt  satisfied  that  it  would  increase  it.  The 
hon.  gentleman,  in  proof  of  this  statementy 
quoted  the  returns,  for  several  years, 
under  the  assessed  taxes,  from  which  it 
appeared,  that,  in  every  department,  aa 
the  impost  was  increased,  the  sum  de« 
rived  from  it  was  diminished.  He  felt  it 
would  be  policy  in  the  right  hon.  sentle* 
man  to  agree  to  his  right  hon.  friend's  mo« 
tioo.  He  had  received  several'  commo-i 
nications  from  Dublin  since  the  debate  in 
that  House  on  the  window  tax,  and  had 
particularly  received  one  that  morning 
from  a  physieian,  who  stated  that  the  offer 
which  had  been  made  from  the  board  of 
excise,  allowing  persons,  on  application^ 
to  open  those  windows  which  had  been 
closed  to  avoid  the  window  tax,  and  which 
might  be  supposed  necessary  for  the  pro-> 
motion  of  health,  had  not  been  generally 
known,  otherwise  many  more  appUcationa 
woold  have  been  made.  Besides,  as  those 
windows  were  generally  built  up  with  lime 
and  mortar,  a  certain  inconvenience 
would  ensue  from  taking  advantage  of 
this  temporary  accommo&tion. 

Mr.  Leilie  Fcnter  observed,  that  no  less 
than  five  chancellors  of  the  exchequer  for 
Ireland  since  the  pledge  was  supposed 
to  have  been  made  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  window  tax  on  the  return  of  peaoe^ 
and  although  some  of  them  were  known 
to  entertain  political  sentiments  very 
different  from  those  of  others,  ihey  alt 
concurred  in  continuing  the  window  tax, 
without  ever  supposing  that  they  were 
viokting  the  fiuth  of  parliament.  ^  He  was 
convinced  that  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would  feel  a 
veiy  sensible  gratification  in  reducing  in 
any  way  the  burthens  that  pressed  on  Ire- 
land; and  of  this  a  very  manifest  proof 
was  given  in  the  schedule  now  proposed, 
and  which  gave  exemptions  to  every  class 
of  the  people  who  could  be  lopposed 
absolutely -incapable  of  enduring  the 
weight  of  the  tax.  It  would  not,  howe- 
ver, be  doing  justice  to  his  right  hon. 
friend  to  confine  their  view  to  the  window 
tax  alone ;  for  if  gentlemen  would  take 
the  trouble  of  looking  over  the  schedule 
of  the  assened  duties,  they  would  find 
that  the  reduction  of  25  per  cent  was  ex- 
tended throughout.  The  value  of  this 
remission,  he  was  convinced,  would  be 
duly  felt  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
indeed  his  right  hon.  fnend  would  perhaps 
require  rather  to  justify  himself  to  the 
English  and  Scotch  members,  for  not  ex- 
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tending  an  equol  remiirioB  to  their  con* 
atituentSy  than  find  a  difficulty  in  excuBing 
bimadf  to  the  members  for  Ireland  for 
not  proceeding  farther. 

Mr.  Chichester  said,  that  after  what  had 
been  stated  by  his  right  horn  friend,  the 
secretary  for  Ireland,  of  the  deficiency 
vhidi  actuaUy  existed  in  the  public  in** 
come  of.  Ireland,  it  might  appear  absurd 
in  him  to  vote  for  a  farther  dmiinution  of 
25  per  cent  on  the  window  tax;  but  as 
members  who  had  given  that  opinion,  had 
been  repeatedly  oilled  on  to  name  any 
inode  of  supplying  the  deficiency  thus 
created,  he  felt  himself  justified  in  the 
vote  which  he  gave,  by  recommending  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  a  com* 

Elete  revision  of  the  distillery  system ;  as 
e  was  convinced  that  that  branch  of  the 
revenue  might,  under  due  regulations,  be 
made  a  source  of  supply  for  more  than 
was  wanted,  instead  of  being,  as  now, 
productive  in  many  instances  of  expense, 
and  in  some  of  much  vexation. 

Sir  F*  Burdett  observed,  that  he  was 
ready  to  allow  that  no  charge  of  want  of 
impartiality  existed  affainst  the  govern* 
nent  on  the  ground  of  taxation,  as  they 
had  taken  the  fullest  means  to  impose 
taxes  upon  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land to  the  utmost  limit  of  their  respec* 
tive  capacities.  With  regard  to  the  tax 
then  under  discussion,  the  general  im- 
pression in  Ireland  was,  that  it  was  a  tax  to 
continue  only  during  the  war ;  that  though 
no  bond  was  signed  to  that  e&ct,  it  was 
understood  that  it  should  determine  and 
cease  with  the  return  of  peace.  But  then 
k  was  alleged,  that  it  remained  unrepealed 
durinff  the  short  peace  of  Amiens,  and 
that  therefore,  becanse  the  Irish  people 
did  not  betray  what  was  called  <*  an  igno* 
tant  impatience  of  taxation,''  they  were 
not  justified  at  this  time  in  demanding  its 
lepeaL  That  was  not,  be  it  as  it  may, 
the  strongest  part  of  the  case.  It  was  a 
tax  cruelly  oppressive,  barren  in  the  pro- 
duction of  revenue,  but  most  fatally  fer- 
tile in  a  harvest  of  disease,  pestilence, 
and  death.  When  the  revenue  was  so 
trivial,  and  the  direful  effects  so  aggra- 
vated and  destructive,  he  could  not  but 
wonder  at  the  attempt  to  persevere. 
But  of  all  the  strange  arguments  in  its 
support,  none  equalled  that  of  the  right 
hon.  ffentleman  (Mr.  Fitzgerald^,  who 
grounded  the  necessity  of  its  contmuanoe 
iOn  the  generous  sacrifices  made  by  Eng- 
land, in  takinff  upon  itielf  to  pay  the 
debt,  as  he  cJled  it,  of  Irebmd.    That 
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was,  in  plain  words,  that  ministera  had 
made  the  people  of  England  pay  that 
debt,  which  the  same  ministers  mid  in- 
curred in  Ireland.  Gentlemen  talked  of 
the  engagements  of  Ireland,  and  of  her 
inability  to  discharge  them.  At  what 
time,  and  under  what  circumstances,  did 
these  engagements  take  place?  Were 
they  not  imposed  by  that  foul  act  called 
the  Union  ?  An  act  which  outraged  every 
feeling  of  public  honour  and  good  faitb. 
At  the  period  of  that  forced  connexion 
Ireland  owed  little  or  no  debt*  What  the 
ministers  had  since  incurred  it  was  noa« 
sense  to  call  the  debt  of  Ireland.  But, 
forsooth,  they  were  unwilling  to  press 
fisirther.  For  that  determination  the  coun- 
try owed  them  no  obligation.  They 
could  not  extend  their  taxes,  because 
they  bad  gone  to  their  utmost  limit.  It 
was  not,  as  had  been  said,  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  find  a  substitute  for  the  re- 
peal of  a  tax.  Parliament  had  a  right  to 
demand  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, before  he  sought  an  equivalent,  to 
snow  that  there  existed  no  great  sinecures, 
no  unmerited  pensions,  no  large  military 
establishments,  maintained  for  no  good 
purpose.  He  would  tell  the  right  non* 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  that  by 
reducing  this  tax  and  other  hateful  taxes 
such  as  that  on  illicit  distillation,  he  would 
obtain  a  substitute,  not  indeed  likely  to 
give  much  to  the  exchequer,  but  which 
would  prevent  the  necessity  of  much 
bein^  taken  out  of  it,  namely,  that  tran- 
quilhty  in  Ireland,  which  would  render  a 
large  military  force  in  that  country  unne- 
cessary. 

Loitl  Carhamfiom  expressed  his  de- 
cided hostility  to  the  window  tax,  but  ih 
its  place  recommended  an  extension  of 
the  nearth  tax.  He  was  induced  to  pro- 
pose this  measure  from  having  known  that 
m  Ireland,  a  running  account  was  usually 
kept  between  the  landlord  and  his  tenants^ 
in  balancing  which  the  unfortunate  tenant 
was  never  known  to  see  a  single  shilling 
in  his  favour.  However,  when  the  hearth 
tax  was  more  extended,  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  poor  farmer  was  usually  found 
to  be  two  shillings,  which  the  unfortunate 
man  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  enabled 
to  hand  over  to  the  tax-gatherer. 

Lord  Castiereagh  observed,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  painful  to  the  feelings  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  and  his  colleagues  in 
office,  than  that  of  imposing  burthens 
upon  any  part  of  the  people,  or  more 
grateful  to  their  wishes  than  that  of  al- 
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leviatiDe  the  impotts  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, wno  had  of  late  submitted  to  severe 
privationa  in  a  manner  that  highljr  re- 
dounded to  the  honour  of  the  national 
character.    But  unfortunately  it  was  not 
poMible,  consistently  with  their  duty,  to 
gratify  their  wishes  to  the  fullest  extent. 
They  had^  however^  done  all  that  was  in 
their  power.    But  this  would  not  satisfy 
the  hon.  baronet.    For,  according  to  him, 
the  reduction  of  places  and  pensions  would 
enable  the  government  to  make  still  fiur- 
ther  idMtement.    But  that  auestion  had, 
he  apprehendedi  been  alreaa;|r  unply  dis* 
cussed,  and  the  impracticability  of  any 
material  reduction  of  the  public  burthens 
fromthatquartermadesttfficientlynuuiifest. 
It,  however,  suited  the  hon.  baronet  still 
to  maintain  this  language.  He  who  recom- 
mended  the  country  to  abandon  the  pro- 
secution of  a  necessary  and  glorious  war  ra- 
ther than  submit  to  some  ^ditional  taxa- 
tiODimightconsbtentlyadviseyWiththesame 
professed  view,  the  abandonment  of  that 
system  which  was  necessary  to  secure  the 
advantages  of  peace.    But  a  great  majority 
of  that  House  would,  he  was  persiuded, 
come  to  a  very  different  conclusion,  how- 
ever the  hon.  baronet  might  delight  in 
those  pictures  which  he  was  so  much  in 
the  hdiit  of  laying  before  that  House. 
As  to  the  window  tax,  he  maintained  that 
the  Irish  were  as  much,  if  not  more,  able 
to  bear  that  burthen  than  the  Scotch;  and 
it  was  besides  to  be  recollected,  that  the 
tax  could  not  be  said  to  bear  hard  on  the 
poor  of  Ireland,  as  it  never  extended  to 
nouses  having  less  than  seven  windows; 
vet  it  was  now  proposed  to  exempt  certain 
nouses  from  tnis  tax  altogether,  while  it 
was  universally  to  be  reduced  to  no  less 
than  25  per  cent.    This  amount  of  reduc- 
tion was,  indeed,  to  take  place  in  all  the 
Irish  assessed  taxes.    How,  then,  could 
it  be  said  that  every  tiling  practicable  was 
not  done  to  lighten  the  burthens  of  Ire* 
land  ?    It  was  indeed  pretty  obvious,  con- 
sidering the  exigencies  of  the  state,  that 
if  any  rarther  abatement  of  the  taxation  of 
Ireland  were  adopted,  a  substitute  must 
be  provided  in  some  other  part  of  the  em- 
phre,  or  the  revenue  would  become  very 
mademiate;   and  it  would  not  surely  be 
BTfpxtQf  that  Ireland  should  not  bear  its 
&ir  shwe  of  the  public  burthens.    Eng- 
land was  notoriousiT  kind  towards  Ireland, 
and  it  woidd  not  be  equitable  that  the 
latter  should  trespass  upon  that  kindness. 
With  respect  to  the  amount  of  the  debt 
of  Ireland,  he  was  prepared  to  maintain. 


that  that  d^  would  have  been  much 
neater  if  it  were  not  for  the  Union  ;  for 
Ireland  must  have  continued  throughout 
the  war  to  maintain  its  due  share  of  the 
public  expense,  espedially  as  it  was  the 
most  exp<Med  point  of  the  empire  to  the 
attack  of  the  enemy,  and  consequently  its 
debt  would  have  gone  on  increasing.  It 
was  idle,  therefore,  to  asstune  that  its  ad- 
vanced debt  was  in  any  degree  owing  lo 
the  Union ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland 
would  much  better  employ  their  talents 
and  influence  in  producing  this  impression 
upon  the  mmds  of  their  countrymen,  than 
in  encouraging  that  dissatisfaction  whidi 
was  fdt  in  Ireland,  as  it  was  but  too  likdy 
to  be  fdt  among  any  people,  with  regaad 
to  the  pressure  of  taxes.  These  taxes  did 
not,  he  contended,  bear  more  in  proportion 
upon  Ireland  than  upon  any  other  part  of 
the  empire,  while  instead  of  sufering  any 
additional  pressure  from  the  Union,  she  was 
actually  so  much  relieved  by  the  operation 
of  that  measure,  that  no  less  than  half  a 
million  of  her  proportion  of  the  public 
taxes  was  at  present  defrayed  from  the 
resources  of  England.  On  these  grounds 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  take  his  snare  of 
the  unpopularity  which  might  attaidi  to 
the  objection  expressed  sgainst  the  re- 
duction of  taxes  proposed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Hous^. 

Sir  Geor^  HUl  approved  of  the  course 
taken  by  ministers,  and  wished  to  take  his 
full  share  of  unpopularity  for  voting  with 
them  on  the  present  question. 

Mr.  J.  BuUer  rose  to  rescue  the  resi- 
dent gentry  of  Irelsnd  from  the  reflection 
cast  upon  them  by  lord  Carhampton.  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that  whatever 
might  have  been  the  practice  at  other 
times  in  Ireland,  no  such  thing  as  was  that 
night  stated,  was  ever  heard  of,  since  tlie 
n<%le  lord  had  sold  his  property  in  that 
country. 

The  committee  divided:  For  the  original 
motion,  80;  Against  It,  66 ;  Majority,  29. 
The  several  imolutions  were  then  agreed 
to. 
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Thunday^  May  14b 

CoTTOK  Fagtobiss  Bill.]  The  Earl 
of  LmtderdaU  rose,  in  pursnattoe  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  their  lordships  some  days  ago, 
to  move  that  several  persons  be  ordered 
to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  give  ^ 
dence  before  the  committee  on  th^  bill. 


647]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Four  of  the  persons  he  proposed  to  call  to 
the  har  were  petitioners  in  favour  of  the 
bill*  One  was  the  clergyman  of  the  pa- 
rish, and  another,  one  of  the  first  surgeons 
in  Manchester.  As  their  lordships  had 
agreed  to  bear  counsel,  it  was  proper  that 
witnesses  should  be  in  attendance  to  be 
ready  if  called  upon.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  the  rev.  Dr.  Black,  Mr.  Samuel  Ar- 
eher,  Mr.  W.  Simmons  surgeon,  &c.  be 
ordered  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next. 

Lord  Kenyan  did  not  conceive  that  any 
farther  evidence  was  necessary.  The 
House  had  before  them  the  evidence  taken 
in  the  committees  of  the  Commons,  and 
he  did  not  suppose  that  any  thing  could 
occur  to  alter  the  opinion  which  he  had 
ah'eady  formed  respecting  this  measure. 
That  the  evidence  already  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  House  was  sufficient,  was  an 
opinion  given  by  most  of  the  noble  lords 
who  spoke  when  the  subject  was  last  be- 
fore their  lordships.'  He  therefore  thought 
it  would  be  a  waste  of  their  lordships  time 
to  hear  farther  evidence. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  as 
the  noble  lord  had  referred  to  what  had 
passed  in  the  House  when  the  subject  was 
last  under  discussion,  he  should  repeat  the 
opinion  he  had  then  expressed.  He  held 
it  to  be  perfectly  competent  to  noble  lords 
who  opposed  the  bill  to  refuse  hearing 
evidence,  if  there  appeared  nothing  in  the 
opening  of  the  case,  which,  if  proved, 
should  induce  them  to  alter  their  opinion. 
The  noble  lord  supposed  that  Uie  time  of 
the  House  would  be  wasted  in  hearing 
evidence :  but  how  could  that  be  known 
before  the  case  was  heard?  It  was  not 
possible  that  the  noble  lord  could  suppose 
the  House  would  determine  not  to  hear 
evidence  in  despight  of  whatever  might 
be  stated  in  the  case  of  the  petitioners, 
for  nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to 
justice  than  such  a  decision.  He  could 
never  believe  that  such  a  course  would  be 
adopted,  notwithstanding  the  noble  lord 
had  expressed  the  intention,  not  only  to 
himself,  but  to  other  noble  lords  who  had 
great  weight  in  that  House.  In  a  letter 
be  had  received  from  the  noble  lord,  it 
was  stated  that  himself  and  odier  noble 
lords  bad  resolved  to  resist  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses.  It  appeared  to  him, 
however,  that  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
just than  such  a  determination,  founded 
pn  evidence  taken  two  years  ago. 

IfOrd  Kenyan  said,  he  had  read  with 

Beat  care  the  evidence  now  before  the 
ousei  and  was  still  of  opinion  that  the 
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examination  of  witnesses  would  be  quite 
unnecessary.  Having  formed  so  strong 
an  opinion  on  the  subject,  he  did  not  think 
it  probable  that  any  thing  which  might 
be  stated  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  at 
the  bar  would  induce  him  to  alter  that 
opinion.  It  was  in  this  sense  he  had 
stated  that  he  would  resist  the  hearing  of 
evidence.  The  noble  earl  had  alluded  to 
the  circumstance  of  the  evidence  having 
been  taken  before  a  committee  of  the 
other  House,  so  far  back  as  two  years  ago. 
It  was  to  be  recollected,  however,  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  not  made 
until  May  1816,  and  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  there  being  time  during  the 
remainder  of  that  session  to  pass  a  bill, 
llie  events  of  the  last  session,  and  the 
manner  in  which  parliament  had  been  oc« 
cupied,  would  very  well  account  for  no 
bill  having  then  been  introduced.  Now, 
however,  when  the  state  of  the  country  was 
tranquil,  the  bill  had  been  brought  for- 
ward, and  no  new  evidence  had  been  re- 
quired as  a  ground  for  passine  it  in  the 
other  House.  With  regard  to  the  time  at 
which  the  measure  came  before  their 
lordships,  that  was  a  circumstance  over 
which  they  had  no  control.  But  when 
bills  were  brought  up  at  a  late  period  of 
the  session,  it  was  not  fair  to  charge  with 
precipitancy  those  noble  lords  who  were 
anxious  to  see  them  passed.  The  House 
had  made  an  order  for  hearing  oounseU 
but  he  must  repeat^  as  was  intimated  In 
the  letter  alluded  to,  that  unless  something 
was  stated  which  should  induce  him  to 
alter  his  opinion,  which  he  was  far  from 
expecting  would  be  the  case,  he  would 
resist  the  examination  of  witnesses. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  he  had 
read  the  noble  lord's  letter  with  great 
care,  and  the  impression  on  his  mind  was 
what  he  had  already  stated,  namely,  that 
the  noble  lord  was  determined  to  oppose 
the  hearing  of  evidence,  independently  of 
the  consideration  of  an^r  thing  that  might 
be  stated  in  the  opening  of  the  case* 
What  bad  happened  last  year  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  of  this  kmd  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  he  did  not  know* 
He  had  heard,  indeed,  that  sir  Robert 
Peel  had  been  indisposed ;  but,  notwitfa* 
standing  all  the  respect  he  entertained  for 
that  hon.  baronet,  he  could  not  consider 
that  a  sufficient  reason  for  the  delay,  if 
the  measure  were  as  necessary  as  its  sup- 
porters considered  it  to  be.  He  was, 
however,  authorised  to  state,  by  members 
of  the  committee  of  the  odier  Hotiie» 
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that  the  universal  opinion  on  making  the 
report  was,  that  the  evidence  had  afforded 
no  sround  for  any  legblative  proceeding. 
If  Uie  noble  lord  himself  had  introduced 
this  bill  to  that  House*  he  would  doubt- 
less have  thought  it  his  duty  to  propose 
hearing  evidence  in  supnort  of  the  mea* 
Bure  in  a  committee.  Plothing  short  of 
that  could  have  been  satisfactory  to  their 
lordships.  How,  then,  could  it  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  agree  to  pass  a 
bill  only  upon  such  evidence  as  that  which 
bad  been  taken  before  the  committee  of 
the  House  I  Among  the  persons  he 
ahould  propose  to  be  examined,  after  the 
statement  of  counsel  should  be  heard, 
were  four  of  the  principal  petitioners  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  and  he  expected  that 
the  facts  which  would  be  obtained  from 
them  would  induce  their  lordships  to 
pause  before  they  passed  this  bill.  He 
had  read  with  great  attention  all  the  evi- 
dence in  the  report  on  which  the  n(rt>le 
lord  placed  so  much  reliance,  and  could 
ahow  that  it  abounded  with  inconsistencies 
and  absurdities. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Chimubt  Swsxpxrs  Rkoulation 
Bill.]  Lord  Auckland  rose,  to  move 
that  tne  Chimnev  Sweepers  Regulation 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months.  He  did  not  at  first  expect  that 
smy  thing  could  have  occurred  to  have  in- 
duced him  to  postpone  a  measure,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  a 
most  severe  labour  so  unnaturally  imposed 
on  children  of  a  tender  age;  but  the  in- 
▼estigaUon  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
committee  proved  the  necessity  of  a  delay 
to  which  he  was  reluctantly  bound  to  ac- 
cede. During  the  investigation  which 
had  taken  place,  it  had  been  asserted,  that 
there  were  in  this  trade  many  well-dis- 
posed persons  who  treaPted  the  children 
they  employed  with  humanity;  but  it 
was  at  the  same  time  admitted  that  many, 
whether  instigated  by  poverty  or  the  de- 
aire  of  |^in,  were  guilty  of  acts  of  great 
tnhnmanity,  and  tlut  the  unfortunate  diil- 
dren  employed  as  chimney-sweepers  had 
often  scarcely  a  home,  and  when  they 
^rew  too  larse  for  their  emplo^ent, 
svere  dismissed,  destitute  of  any  diing  to 
aupoort  them,  and  without  any  means  of 
rendering  themselves  useful  to  societj. 
It^  had  been  suggested  that  these  evils 
night  be  corrected  by  a  modified  bill; 
but  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  whole 
practice   ought  to  be  put  an  end  to. 


Abounding  as  this  trade  did  with  so  many 
and  such  enormous  evils,  he  could  not 
approve  of  any  attempt  at  modification, 
which,  while  it  corrected  some,  would 
leave  others  in  full  vigour.  Much  had 
lately  been  said  in  that  House  on  the  im- 
propriety of  imposing  restrictions  on  la- 
bour, but  he  was  sure  that  the  aftbrd- 
ing  protection  to  the  unfortunate  children 
who  were  the  objects  of  this  bill  could 
not  be  called  interfering  either  with  a  free 
or  a  fair  trade.  What  he  conceived  ought 
to  be  the  principle  which  ^ould  guide 
their  lordships  in  a  case  of  this  kind 
was,  that  no  persons  should  be  permitted 
to  impose  on  others,  and  especially  on 
children,  any  labour  calculated  to  injure 
their  health  or  impair  their  bodily  strength. 
This  was  what  no  individual  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  do  for  his  own  advantage ;  and 
he  never  could  suppose  that  theur  lord- 
ships would  give  tneir  sanction  to  th.e 
continuance  of  a  trade  in  which  such  a 
practice  prevailed,  especially  as  it  ap- 
peared that  it  could  be  done  away  with 
at  a  very  inconsiderable  expense.  He 
had  been  fully  persuaded  that  to  convince 
their  lordships  that  the  practice  coald  be 
abolished  was  all  that  was  necessary  to 
induce  them  to  agree  to  the  btlL  With 
this  view  he  had  entered  into  the  invest!* 
gation;  and  it  would  be  found,  that 
though  there  had  been  much  contradic- 
tory evidence,  yet  that,  after  all  that  had 
been  stated  by  persons  of  the  utmost  ex- 
periencoy  the  preponderance  was  greatly 
m  favour  of  the  slbolttion  of  the  practice. 
In  the  mean  time,  an  address  had  been 
voted  bv  their  lordships,  for  the  purpose 
of  causmg  an  experiment  as  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  using  machinery,  to  be  made 
by  the  surveyor-general.  That  experi- 
ment had  already  commenced  on  a  very 
extensive  scale,  and  sixty  of  the  most 
difficult  chimnies  had  been  swept  without 
any  failure.  The  result  of  tne  experi- 
ment would  afterwards  be  considered 
by  a  board  composed  of  bricklayers  and 
masons ;  but  it  was  obviously  impossible 
that  this  investigation  could  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. On  that  account  he  could  not  now 
press  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  but  the 
delay  would  give  fisrtner  time  to  the  pub- 
lic for  preparations  to  meet  the  change  of 
practice,  and  might  smooth  many  diffi- 
culties which  otterwise  would  have  oc- 
curred. Hie  bill  would  be  introduced 
early  in  the  next  session,  with  a  full  con- 
fidence of  success  in  the  accomplishment 
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of  ft  measore  which  would  prove  not  only 
beneficial  to  the  indiTiduals  who  were  tfaie 
objects  of  itf  but  to  the  whole  comtnunity. 
The  abolition  of  this  practice  tni^ht  be 
said  to  raise  at  least  one  degree  m  the 
scale  of  civiliaation  those  who  removed 
from  themselves  so  disgraceful  a  stain. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  bill 
be  rc»d  a  third  time  this  my  six  months. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Prikcx    Rboent-8    Mxssaob 

PIOTIVO  THE  MaRRIAOS  OV  THB  DuKB 

OF  Kbnt.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved 
tiie  order  of  Uie  day  for  the  consideration 
«f  the  Prince  Regent's  Message  on  the 
snbjeict  of  the  Marriage  of  the  Duke  of 
Kent  with  the  Princess  of  Leiningen. 
After  what  had  already  passed  in  parlia- 
ment on  the  subject  of  making,  pro  vision 
fer  the  members  of  the  royal  family  who 
m^ht  contract  marriages  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Crown,  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  detain  their  lordships 
with  any  detailed  observation  on  the  pre- 
sent case.  He  should  merely  state,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  propose  to  parliament  the  same 
arrangement  as  had  already  been  sanc- 
tioned by  their  lordships  in  the  case  of  the 
duke  of  Cambridge.  He  then  moved  an 
address  of  thanks  to  the  Prince  Regent 
for  the  communication,  expressing  their 
Jordships  satisfaction  at  the  intended 
unioUy  and  their  readiness  to  concur  in 
the  measures  necessary  for  making  a 
suitable  provision  for  the  royal  duke. 

The  Idarquis  of  Lantdaume  said,  he  did 
not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  were  some  circumstances, 
and  particularly  the  relation  in  which  the 
princess  named  in  the  message  stood  to 
an  illustrious  person  with  whom  their 
lordships  had  condoled  on  account  of  a 
late  melancholy  event,  which  must  render 
Ais  alliance  very  satisfiMrtory  to  parlia^ 
roent  and  the  country.  The  noble  earl 
bad  stated  that  he  intended  to  propose  an 
arrangement  of  the  same  nature  as  that 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  parliament 
h^  the  case  of  the 'duke  of  Cambridge; 
but  he  thought  it  due  to  the  illustrious 
duke  who  was  the  object  of  the  message, 
that  from  what  he  knew  of  the  sute  of 
his  alBurs,  it  was.  but  justice  that  an  in- 
crease should  be  made  to  his  present  in- 
come. He  had  suflfered  considerable  em- 
barrassments, but  they  arose  from  no  im« 
providence  on  his  part,  but  solely  from 
nis  havmg  been  left  for  several   years 
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I  without  anyprovistcm.  It  could  not  be 
expected  or  mm  that  be  should  particu- 
larize the  embarrassments  of  his  Royal 
Highness,  but  it  appeared  to  him  proper 
that  their  existence  should  be  known. 
As  the  increase  proposed  was  the  same 
as  that  which  baa  already  been  voted  by 
parliament  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  it 
would  doubtless  receive  the  approbatuni 
of  their  lordships. 
The  address  was  then  agreed  to. 

Alibhs.]  Lord  Hcttand  rose  to  make 
the  motion  of  which  be  had  given  notice 
for  copies  of  correspondence  between  this 
and  other  governments  on  the  subject  of 
Aliens  and  Fassports.  He  was  induced  to 
bring  forward  this  motion  partly  on  acw 
count  of  a  bill  for  renewing  the  Alien-act 
being  in  progress  in  another  House,  and 
partly  with  the  view  of  bringing  under 
the  consideration  of  parliament  the  con- 
duct of  the  Prince  Regent's  government, 
with  respect  to  those  unfortunate  and 
persecuted  persons  who  were  exiled  from 
France.  The  papers  he  would  move  for 
were  necessary  to  the  right  understanding 
of  the  bill  now  before  parliament,  and  of  the 
situation  of  the  persons  who  would  be 
liable  to  its  operation.  It  was  necessarjf 
that  their  lordships  should  possess  the  in- 
formation he  called  for,  that  they  might 
not  only  rightly  comprehend  the  extent 
of  the  Alien  act,  but  all  the  system  con- 
nected with  it.  With  respect  to  the  Alien 
act  itself,  when  he  considered  it  in  rela- 
tion to  the  habits  of  the  country,  to  the 
constitution,  and  to  state  policy,  he  could 
not  but  seriously  disapprove  it.  Every 
thing  concurred  to  make  him  object  to 
that  measure ;  but  it  was,  above  all,  ne* 
cessary  to  consider  what  was  the  system 
intended  to  be  built  upon  this  act,  and 
to  be  carrfed  into  eflS^t  by  his  majesty's 
ministers  throughout  all  Europe,  out  if 
inouiry  and  ddiberation  were  necessary 
betbre,  much  more  were  they  now  necee^ 
sary,  when  the  persons  who  brought  fyt* 
ward  the  measure  varied  so  much  as  to 
the  grounds  on  which  they  recommended 
it  to  parliament.  When  he  some  time 
ago  asxed  the  noble  earl,  whether  there 
subsisted  any  engagements  between  his 
majesty's  government  and  any  foreigB 
state  on  the  subject  of  aUens,  the  noue 
eail  answered  in  the  negative.  When  he 
again  asked  whether  any  intercourse  or 
communication  had  taken  place  between 
his  majesty's  government  and  foretgn 
powers,  reuttif  e  to  the  considerations  on 
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which  this  bill  had  been  founded,  the 
noble  earl  replied,  that  the  meaaore^  wai 
to  be  proposed  solely  on  British  viewi* 
But  what  had  been  stated  in  another 
phice?  there  it  had  been  declared  that 
this  bill  was  not  rendered  necessary  by 
any  view  to  our  internal  security,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  machina- 
tions of  certain  proscribed  and  wretched 
individuals,  who  might  otherwise  find  an 
asylum  in  this  country,  and  conspire 
a^fainst  the  government  of  France.  He 
did  not  wish  to  resort  to  any  special  plead- 
ing, for  the  purpose  of  displaying  in  any 
strong  colours  this  discrepancy,  it  migM 
notbe  difficult,  though  with  soroesubtle^, 
to  reconcile  the  two,  it  might  be  said, 
that  it  was  essential  to  the  interests  of 
this  country  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
should  be  presenred— that  is  was  essential 
to  the  maintenance  ofthe  peace  of  Europe 
that  tranquillitT  should  be  maintained  in 
France,  and  tnat  it  was  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  tranquillity  in  France  that 
certain  proscribed  individuals  should  be 
prevented  from  taking  refuge  In  this  coun- 
try, where  they  mis^t  plot  the  disturbance 
of  tranauiility  in  France.  But  how  did 
this  declaration  appear,  coming  from  that 
statesman  who  had  taken  so  much  merit 
to  himself  for  the  adjustment  of  the  pre- 
sent system  in  Europe,  c^tained  at  the 
expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure  ? 
It  was  a  rare  acknowledgment,  that  the 
fabric  he  had,  by  unheard  of  sacrifices, 
raised,  was  after  all  found  to  be  of  so 
frail  and  tottering  a  nature,  that  if  a 
few  wretched  homeless  individuab  should 
be  allowed  to  breathe  the  air  of  Eng« 
land,  or  find  a  resting  place  In  anv 
part  of  this  free  countrv,  it  would  infaf- 
Itblybe  overthrown,  let  this  wbb  the 
ground  on  which  a  new  alien  bill  was  pro- 
posed ;  and  as  our  financial  policy  was  to 
be  made  to  depend  upon  the  transactions 
of  foreign  states  with  regard  to  loans,  so 
with  respect  to  our  police,  its  regulations 
were  to  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  dic- 
tates of  M.  Fouche  or  M.  de  Caze,  both 
of  whom  had  been  companions  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state  for  foreign  affairs  in  his 
foreign  negotiations.  Was  it  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion—with theprinciples  of  liberty  cherish- 
ed in  Britain,  that  our  police  regulations 
should  be  thus  made  to  depend  upon  the 
suggestions  of  foreign  ministers?  Yet 
this  was  the  evident  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  measure.  If  the  noble 
earl  opposite  dissented  from  it>  did  he 
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mean  to  say  that  the  ministen  of  the 
PHnce  Regent  possessed  audi  all-seeinf 
fiiculties  as  to  be  able  of  their  own  know- 
ledge  to  declare  whether  any  foreigner 
who  might  arrive  in  this  country  waa  a 
friend  of  Buonapart6  or  the  Bourbons? 
It  was  evident  that  they  must  mtcnd  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  French  minister 
on  the  character  of  any  individual,  bdbre 
they  put  the  law  in  force  a^nst  him ; 
and  what  was  thb  but  rendering  the  laws 
of  this  country  subservient  to  the  goivem« 
ment  of  France— 4uqr»  to  fhm  polioe  of 
France,  that  establishment  (be  meant  no 
reflection  upon  the  individual  holding  die 
office,  his  remark  appl^ng  generalryr  ao 
that  department  of  adrnmistratioo),  whids 
had  proved  itself  through  the  variova 
stages  of  the  revolution  the  most  aban- 
doned and  the  most  unjust  that  ever  dis- 
graced  even  the  most  arbatrary  monardiy. 
But  it  had  been  said  somewhere  dee,  that 
it  was  owing  to  the  want  of  an  alien  law 
in  the  Netherlands,  that  persons  had  been 
enabled  to  conspire  there,  and  that  the 
late  atrocious  attempt  had  been  made  -at 
Paris.  He  did  not  consider  this  argument 
initself  as  worth  powder  and  shot;  bnC 
the  fact  was,  onfortunately  for  those  who 
used  it,  that  for  two  years  whilst  there 
had  been  no  alien  law  in  the  Netherlands» 
no  such  attempt  had  been  made,  and  it 
was  onlv  since  that  period,  when  an  alien 
law  had  been  enacted,  that  it  had  oc« 
corred.  But  how  had  it  happened  that 
an  alien  law  had  at  length  been  enacted 
in  the  Netherlands?  Was  it  the  fitct,  diat 
it  was  only  at  the  repeated  instigations  of 
the  British  government  that  such  a  law 
had  been  resorted  to?  Was  it  the  fiict, 
that  the  kmg  of  the  Netherhmds  had  at 
length.  In  contradiction  to  his  own  better 
judgment,  found  himself  compelled  to 
adopt  such  a  law?  What  then  became  of 
all  tne  pretences  ofthe  Alien  bill  notbeiog 
a  measure  concerted  with  foreign  powers  r 
If  it  was  found  that  the  Alien  act  was  not 
passed  for  the  security  of  Europe,  but 
from  that  meddling  policy  in  which  Eng^ 
land  had  lately  engi^ged  herself ;  if  it  was 
found  Uiat,  after  evincing  an  ignorance 
of  what  had  been  the  policy  of  every  state 
of  Europe,  after  havmg  forced  the  title 
of  king  on  the  sovereign  ofthe  Nether- 
lands, who  had  too  mudi  good  feeling 
and  good  taste  to  wish  for  the  impellation 
himself^  we,  the  grc»t  restorers  or  Europe, 
who  boasted  of  having  recovered  its  inde- 
pendence, were  performing  the  obscure 
duty,  and  following  the  base  arts,  of  ^ 
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petty  minister  of  policei  after  desertiog 
the  great  principles  of  the  former  govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands ;  it  was  highly 
necessary  that  the  House  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  grounds  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. That  we  had  compelled  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  to  adopt  this 
policTy  in  direct  contradiction  to  that 
which  had  been  the  uniform  policy  of 
Holland,  and  under  which  that  republic 
had  flourishedi  and  greatly  increased  in 
nrosperity— -that  the  principles  of  the 
Netherlands  had  once  been  the  very  op- 
posite of  those  now  pursued  was  clear  from 
the  statement  of  one  of  the  great  writers 
of  this  country,  who  knew  those  principles 
better  than  any  other  person— -he  meant 
sir  W.  Temple.  In  tracing  the  prospe- 
rity of  that  country,  he  had  said,  **  that 
the  object  of  its  government  had  been  to 
make  that  country  the  common  refuge  of 
all  miserable  men ;  that  this  was  a  prin- 
ciple from  which  no  treaties  could  move 
them.  Even  during  their  dependence  oo 
Henry  4th  of  France,  all  persons  banished 
from  that  country  made  Holland  theu:  re- 
fuge." Those  refugees,  too,  were  con- 
nected with  what  was  odled  the  French 
party  in  Holland,  so  that  there  was  parti- 
eular  objection  to  them*  He  need  not 
point  out  the  advaotage  of  such  a  line  of 

Colicy.  So  strictly  hul  it  been  pursued 
y  Holland,  that  when  in  the  time  of 
Charles  2nd  the  earl  ^  of  Shaftesbury 
(a  remarkable  individual  who  had  done 
much  good,  and  of  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible, therefore,  to  speak  without  respect, 
though  some  of  his  measures  were  of  a  du- 
bious character)  was  forced  to  fly,  where 
did  he  take  refuge?— in  Holland;  he  who 
had  terminatedevery  speech  with  **  Delen- 
da  est  Carthago,"  as  applied  to  Holland. 
Could  there  be  a  stronger  proof  that 
it  was  a  fundamental  maxim  with  that 
government  to  receive  all  who  sought 
their  protection.  But  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisters, it  seemed,  had  discovered  a  new 
system*  and  notwithstanding  the  dictum 
of  William  3rd,  which  stated  that  country 
to  be  too  small  to  maintain  a  large  army, 
and  too  weak  to  repel  a  small  one ;  after 
acting  in  defiance  of  that  policy,  and  in 
opposition  to  what  had  been  laid  down  by 
DeWitt;  after  doing  what  they  had  depre- 
cated, and  dividing  the  Spanish  Nettier- 
lands  between  Holland  and  France,  they 
proceeded  to  call  on  the  former  kingdom 
to  depart  from  the  principles  that  had 
made  them  a  great  state.  The  whole  con- 
duct of  mmisters,  indeed,  with  regard  to 
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the  Netherlands,  had  betrayed  the  most 
lamentable  ignorance.  The  monarch  of 
that  country,  who  deserved  every  praise, 
who  was  actuated  by  the  best  disposition, 
the  most  sober  judgment  and  tlie  sound- 
est principles,  had  been  forced  to  assume 
the  title  of  kin^;  and  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  the  wisest  statesmen,  the  Ne- 
therlands and  Holland  had  been  united 
under  one  government.  These  were  the 
grounds  on  which  he  thought  their  lord- 
ships were  entitled  to  have  the  papers  for 
which  he  intended  to  move.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  Alien  act  had  certainly 
brought  the  subject  to  his  mind,  but  he 
called  for  these  papers  exclusively  of  that 
consideration.  If  their  lordships  agreed 
for  their  production,  they  would  find  that 
our  foreign  ministers  were  employed  in 
hunting  out  a  few  miserable  men,  and 
marking  them  for  destruction;  that  we 
were  using  our  influence  with  all  foreign 
governments  to  check  every  notion  of 
liberality.  He  said  this  with  reference  to 
what  fell  from  a  noble  earl  opposite  during 
the  late  war.  After  Napoleon  had  com- 
mitted that  atrocious  and  unjustifiable 
act,  the  invasion  of  Spain,  the  noble  earl 
said  that  the  war  had  assumed  a  feature 
(this  word,  then  very  fashionable,  bad 
since  gone  rather  out  of  use),  different 
from  what  it  had  ever  done  before ;  that 
it  became  a  war  of  the  people ;  that  the 
successes  afterwards  obtained  over  Napo- 
leon arose  from  the  indignation  of  the 
people  of  Europe,  and  that  our  best  hope 
was  in  the  concurrence  of  the  people* 
This  was  justly  and  properly  smd,  but 
was  the  opmion  of  the  people  to  be  now 
considerea  as  nothing  r  Did  the  noble 
lord  now  think  tliat  it  was  of  no  import* 
ance  to  have  the  concurrence  of  the  peo- 
ple in  our  foreign  policy  i  How  did  it 
nappen  that,  go  where  you  would,  after 
these  liberators  and  allies  had  so  long 
managed  the  government  of  Europe, 
England  was  represented  as  being  more 
emphatically  opposed  to  liberty  on  the 
continent  than  any  other  nation  i  How 
happened  it  that  even  in  comparison  with 
a  state  which  it  might  be  imagined  was 
not  the  most  favourwle  to  liberal  consti- 
tutions, he  meant  Russia,  this  country  was 
considered  as  the  most  inimical  to  freedom 
and  liberality  ?— Was  it  nothing  that  the 
opinions  of  the  people  throughout  Europe 
should  be  enlisted  against  us  ?  Was  toe 
noble  earl  so  thorougnly  persuaded  of  the 
stability  of  the  system  be  and  his  colleagues 
had  completed,  that  be  conceived  there 


«57] 


AfknSw 


Mat  Ui  rSlS. 


[658 


wEi  no  p«s6ibility  of  war«— of  war,  the 
theatre  ot*  which  might  be  that  country 
to  which  the  preseot  motion  referred  i 
Should  such  a  war  occur,  would  it  not  be 
of  lome  importance  to  us  to  have  the 
people  of  that  country  our  friends  ?  Did 
lie  not  think  he  was  carnriog  this  farce 
of  inference  too  far,  for  the  sake  of  him 
who  bad  been  called  no  other  than  the 
constable  of  the  peace  for  France?— Why 
Tesort  to  measures  which  tended  still 
more  to  disgust  the  people  of  £urope 
with  that  policy  which  had  emanated  from 
the  congress  of  Vienna,  and  had  after- 
wards been  confirmed  by  the  congress  of 
Paris  ?  At  any  rate  it  was  time  for  par- 
liament to  know  the  whole  of  the  system, 
and  to  see  whether  this  country  had  the 
strength,  the  power,  and  the  will  to  put  it 
in  force.  He  should  therefore^  move, 
**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
.  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  have  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Cor- 
respondence that  may  have  taken  place 
since  the  22nd  of  November,  1815,  be- 
tween his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs,  and  the  Mi- 
nisters of  any  Foreign  Powers,  respecting 
the  Treatment  of  Aliens  in  this  country ; 
also,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Correspon- 
dence that  may  have  taken  place  since  the 
22nd  of  November,  181 4,  between  his 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  the  British  Ambassa- 
dor at  the  court  of  the  Netherlands,  re- 
lating to  the  granting  of  Passports  to  any 
persons  not  b^ing  subjects  of  the  United 
kinsdom,  or  natives  oi  any  of  the  States  of 
the  NetherUrnds." 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpool  said,  he  felt  it 
imperative  upon  him  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tioDf  as  being  wholly  unnecessary  in  any 
view  of  the  subject  to  which  the  Alien 
bill  related.  The  noble  lord  had  admitted, 
that  the  Alien  bill  had  been  in  some  mea- 
sure the  occasion  of  his  thus  addressing 
the  House;  and  he  (lord  L.)  had  before 
explicitly  stated,  thai  that  measure  had 
not  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  any 
communication  with  foreign  powers,  bot 
because  it  was  expedient  for  the  safety  of 
this  country.  Whenever  that  measure 
should  come  before  the  House,  he  should 
be  ready  to  show  the  expediency  of  it ; 
but  this  was  not  the  time  for  so  doing. 
Dhe  noble  lord  bad  thought  proper  to 
connect  the  flight  of  certain  persons  to 
the  Netherlands;  but  that  this  measure 
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had  any  relalion  to  negotiation^  or  con- 
cert wiui  the  government  of  France  was 
altogether  negatived  by  the  fact,  that  under 
the  last  Alien  bill  only(three  persons  were 
sent  out  of  the  country,  and  of  those  three 
not  one  of  them  was  sent  away  upon  any 
ground  that  had  the  least  relation  to  the 
affiursofthe  government  of  France.  How, 
then  could  it  be  argued  that  this  measure 
was  at  all  connected  with  the  police  of 
France  ?    This,  however,  was  not  an  oc- 
casion for  entering  into  the  grounds  of  an 
act  passed  two  years  ago,  or  which  waa 
now  a^ain  introduced ;  but  be  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  such  a  measure  should  exist; 
and  when  he  said  exist,  he  did  not  mean 
to  apply  the  word  exactly  to  an  alien  biU, 
because  he  was  prepared  to  contend  that, 
by  the  conmion  law,  the  Crown  had  the 
power  of  sending  aliens  out  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  it  was  necessary  that  facilities 
should  be  a£>rded  to  the  executive  go- 
vernment to  send  aliens  out  of  the  coun- 
try with  as  little  delay  as  possible. — It  was 
essential  that  such  a  power  should  exist  in 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  danger  that  might  arise.  We 
must  look  at  the  state  of  Europe ;   and  if 
alien    laws  were  in   operation  amongst 
foreign  powers,  and    under  them   toay 
chose  to  send  all  aliens  out  of  their  territo- 
ries, were  we  to  receive  all  tlie  desperate 
and  profligate  characters  of  Europe,  with- 
out having  the  means  or  the  power  Of 
getting  rid  of  them  ?  He  certainly  thought 
It  most  fit  on  British  principles,  that  go- 
vernment should  have  this  power.    He 
should  not  enter  into  the  detail  that  the 
noble  lord  had  given  of  the  former  pdi^ 
of  the  Netherlands;  but  be  would  assert 
that  this   government  had   never  inter- 
fered with  any  other  in  the  fair  exercise 
of  their  legitimate  powers.      The  noble 
lord  had  complimented  the  sovereign  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  there  was,  indeed, 
no  one  more  deserving  of  panegyric;  but 
when  the  noble  lord  allegea  that  we  made 
him  a  king,  he  must  refer  the  noble  lord 
to  the  acts  of  that  state,  and  he  would 
there  find  that  it  was  the  voice  of  his  own 
people  that  occasioned  his  elevation.    As 
to  the  objection  to  annexing  the  Nether- 
lands to  Holland,  this  was  not  the  time 
for  entering  on  the  question ;  but  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  stating  (without  disputing 
the  authonties  quoted,  or  their  applicabi- 
lity to  other  times),  that,  for  the  mterest 
of  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  and  Europe, 
no  an'angcnieat  could  have  been  more 
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wise.    The  union  of  Holland  and  the  Ne- 
therlands had  been  approved  of  by  ail  the 
statesmen  of  Europe  who  bad  the  means 
of  judging  of  its  policy ;  and  he  was  satis- 
fiedy  that  no  people  oould  be  more  at- 
tached to  their  sovereign  than  the  people 
of  the  Netherlands  were  to  their  king. 
Every  body  knew  what  that  attachment 
was  before  the  French  revolution;   but, 
even  now,  there  was  no  country  where  the 
people  were  more  attached  to  their  sove« 
reign.    They  had  the  advantage  of  en- 
joying their  own  laws  and  privilegesi  and 
a  free  constitution,  he  would  say,  mate- 
rially improved.    It  had  unquestionably 
been  the  policy  of  Holland  and  this  coun- 
try to    receive  oppressed  persons  firom 
whatever  country,  and  much  of  our  pros- 
perity   in  commerce  and   manufactures 
was  attributable    to  this    system.      He 
hoped  that  such  would  idways  be  our 
policy.    Undoubtedly,  he  thought  it  wise 
to  give  an  asylum  to  persons  flying  from 
their  own  country  on  account  of  their  not 
beinc  allowed  the  Sree  exercise  of  their 
religion,  or  on  account  of  political  perse- 
cution ;   but,  surely,  some  discrimination 
was  to  be  allowed.— Hospitality  was  an 
excellent  principle  to  act  upon ;  but,  was 
it  to  be  contended,  for  instance,  in  the 
case  of  an  individual,  that,  because  be 
was  hospitable,  that  therefore  he  was  to 
receive  all  the  bad  characters  who  chose 
to  obtain  access  to  his  house  ?    And  was 
k  to  be  contended,  that,  because  a  state 
acted    generally  upon  the  principle  of 

S'ving  an  asylum  to  foreign  refugees,  that 
erefore  it  was  to  receive  indiscrimi- 
nately the  bad  and  good,  that  because 
industrious  individuals  were  sheltered 
from  persecution,  that  therefore  ail  the 
thieves,  villains,  and  murderers,  in  Europe, 
were  to  be  received  and  sheltered  without 
the  slightest  distinction?  Were  we  to 
•pen  our  doors  to  the  worst  and  most  des- 
perate characters  ?  Were  we  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  sending  out  men  tainted  with 
every  species  of  crime  ?  for  to  that  ex- 
tent did  the  noble  lord's  reasoning  so. 
We  were  not  to  open  our  doors  to  fo- 
reigners, except  under  condition  of  ad- 
mitting thieves  and  villains  of  every  de- 
scription. The  power  of  excluding  such 
persons  had  beea  admitted  in  every  sys- 
tem of  international  law,  and  by  treaties 
stipulating  to  give  up  oienders,  and  call 
municipaTreguTations  in  aid  of  such  stipu- 
lations. Whether  such  a  system,  and 
such  treaties,  were  wise  or  not  be  diould 
not  now  in^rej  but  he  induced  this  «s 
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80  argument  to  show  that  the  principle 
had  been  acted  on.^  He  thought  that  the 
noble  lord  had  made  out  nacase  to  justify 
the  address  proposed,  and  he  must  there- 
fore  refuse  his  concurrence. 

The  Earl  of  Catnarvon  said,  that  the 
view  with  which  he  supported  the  motion 
of  his  noble  friend  was  to  ascertain  the 
real  object  for  which  the  Alien  bill  was 
to  be  again  obtruded  on  their  lordship^. 
The  reasons  advanced  by  the  noble  earl 
did  not  go  to  justify  such  a  measure  as  was 
in  contemplation.    If  the  danger  against 
which  it  was  designed'  to  provide  arose 
from  any  thing  in  the  policy  of  other 
countries,  as  Acting  this,  it  should  be 
stated.    If  the  measure  was  grounded  on 
that  power  of  exclusion,  said  to  be  univer- 
sally claimed  as  a  right  by  other  nations, 
the  extent  to  which  such  a  principle  must 
go,  would  lead  them  far  beyond  the  in- 
tended measure.    Instead  of  sanctioning 
a  temporary  Alien  bill,  it  would  call  for  a 
perpetual  enactment.  He  could  not  agree 
that  it  was  a  necessary  consequence  of 
present  circumstances,  that  other  nations 
who  had  an  alien  act  should  send  their 
oflTai  here ;  but  if  they  should,  was  this  tlie 
danger  that  we  were  to  apprehend— that 
persons  of  this  description  would  inundate 
the  country,  and  make  an  attack  on  our 
own  constitution?    If  so,  what  was  the 
consequence  ?  Not  that  the  present  Alien 
bill  should  be  a  temporary  measure,  but 
that  it  must  last  as  long  as  there  should 
be  any  one  despotic  power  in  Europe.  In 
passing  a  temporary  alien  bill,  they  must 
have  some  reference  to  temporary  circum« 
stances.    He  would  not  say  that  circum- 
stances might  not  exist  which  would  juS" 
tify  such  a  measure  as  had  been  alluded 
ta,  but  without  such  information  as  was 
called  for,  they  must  go  to  discuss  the 
Alien  bill  on  its  own  naked  merits.  Upon 
those  gronuds  it  was  not  difficult  for  niih 
to  anticipate  that  he  should  object  to  the 
bilh  but  for  the  present  he  should  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  before  their 
lordships,  which,  for  the  reasons  already 
stated,  had  his  cordial  support. 

Lord  Holland  made  a  short  reply,  in 
which  he  stated,  that  the  intention  of  his 
motion  was  merely  to  show  the  object  of 
the  Alien  bill,  and  had  no  reference  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  were  sent  out  of 
the  country.  Many  opportunities,  how- 
ever, would  occur  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Alien  act,  when  he  would  take  upon  Him- 
self to  show,  that  it  was  a  roost  inhospita- 
ble measure;  and  that  honest  men  were 
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•xposed  under  it  to  the  same  inconveni- 
ence ai  persons  of  the  most  abandoned 
princitiles.  The  noble  earl  had  entirely 
roiaunderBtood  him  when  he  supposed  him 
to  assert  that  thepeople  of  Holland  were  dis* 
Si&cted  to  their  government.  He  believed 
the  fact  to  be  that  they  were  contented 
under  their  present  government ;  he  had 
only  denied  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
king  of  the  Netherlands  to  depart  from 
the  ancient  form  of  government.  Of  this 
be  was  sure*  however,  that  a  measure  like 
the  Alien  bill  was  not  likely  to  ingratiate 
this  countrjr  with  the  people  of  Holland. 
The  motion  was  then  negatived. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursdajft  May  H. . 

Pbtition  Of  William   Cobbstt.] 
Lord  Codtrane  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
Petition  on  a  subject  as  interesting  as  any 
that  had  ever  been  considered  within  the 
walls  of  that  House.    It  proceeded  from 
an  individual  who  had  been  induced  to 
exile  himself  from  his  country  in  conse- 
quence of  those  notorious  and  flagrant  acts 
of  spies  and  informers,  by  which  the  le- 
gislature had  been  excited  to  adopt  the 
measures  of  the  last  session  of  parliament. 
This  petition  referred  to  two  documents—- 
affidavits  sworn  before  the  mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia, whose  hand-writing  was  attested 
by  the  British  consul.    One  of  those  affi- 
davits was  signed  by  William  Stevens,  a 
person  who  was  implicated  in  the  various 
transactions  that  had  induced  parliament 
to  consent  to  the  suspension  of  the  con- 
stitution;  the  other  si^od  by  Charles 
Pendrill,  who  was  also  implicated  in  the 
same  transactions.  These  affidavits  placed 
the  whole  matter  in  the  most  clear  and 
explicit  point  of  view,  showing  that  those 
transactions  were  attributable  to  the  ma- 
chinations and  efforts  of  the  spies  and  in- 
formers, and  chiefly  of  Oliver.    They  de- 
scribed indeed  such  practices  on  the  part 
of  Oliver,   that  he  was  persuaded  the 
House  would  feel  it  incumbent  on  them 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  subject. 
The  propriety  and  neceuity  of  such  an  in- 
quiry was  obvious,  and  he  trusted  that  mi- 
nisters would  not  oppose  it.    He  would 
add,  that  the  petition  was  exceedingly  re- 
spectful ;  perhaps,  indeed,  the  most  so  he 
bad  ever  had  the  honour  to  present.    It 
vas  firom  a  great  political  writer,  who  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  leave  the  country 
when  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus aa  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the 


legislature.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  enter  into  the  subject  matter  of  it,  but 
it  prayed  the  House  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  annexed  public  documents.  It 
stated  various  matters ;  and  among  others 
the  conviction  of  the  petitioner  that  it  was 
in  the  contemplation  of  ministers  to  esta- 
blish a  kind  df  superintendence  or  censor* 
ship  over  the  press. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  noble 
lord  was,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  the  ap- 
pendix containmg  the  affidavits  could  not 
with  propriety  be  presented.  The  House 
might  receive  the  petition,  but  would  not 
receive  any  appenoix.  He  thought  it  im- 
portant to  mention  this  to  the  noble  lord 
at  present^  as,  if  he  had  rightly  collected 
the  tenor  of  the  noble  lord's  observations^ 
the  noble  lord  had  referred  to  papers  au« 
nexed  to  the  petition.  It  would  be  for  the 
noble  lord  to  consider  how  far  the  petition 
itself  would  be  intelligible  without  the  af- 
fidavits. 

Lord  Cochrane  replied,  that  he  would 
not  say  that  the  word  "annexed**  occurred 
in  the  petition,  although  it  certainly  refer* 
red  to  the  affidavits  to  which  he  nad  al- 
luded. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  an4 
read  by  the  clerk.  It  purported  tb  come 
from  William  Cobbett,  of  Botley,  HanU, 
now  residing  at  North  Hampstead,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  dated  March  7» 
1818.  He  stated  his  feelings  of  venera- 
tion for  the  numerous  acts  of  justice  and 
liberality  performed  by  the  honourable 
House,  and  prayed  with  all  humility  to  ap- 
proach the  sanctuary  of  the  laws.  He 
prayed  for  their  consideration  of  the  ef- 
fects resulting  from  the  artifices  of  spies, 
informers,  and  desiening  men,  and  prosU- 
tuted  lawyers;  and  lamented  the  conse* 
quence  or  the  House  deferring  their  con- 
scientious consideration  of  the  important 
matters  about  which  the  documents  would 
give  some  communication.  He  had  met 
two  of  his  countrymen  in  Philadelphia,* 
who  bad  related  much  of  the  practices  of 
Oliver,  the  spy.  They  had  drawn  up  their 
statements  voluntarily  and  authenticated 
them  upon  oatii  before  the  mayor  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. These  sutements  they  deliver- 
ed to  the  petitioner,  who  now  presumed 
to  submit  them  to  the  House,  and  to  place 
them  in  their  undefiled  hands  for  proper  ex* 
amination.  The  petition  made  some  strong 
remarks  on  the  conduct  and  language  of 
Mr.  Croas,  on  the  Derby  trials,  and  on  the 
notorious  colonel  Fletcher,  who  attended  a 
meeting  at  Manchester.    After  the  exe- 
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euticm  of  Brandreth,  he  observed  that  it 
was  stated  in  two  ministerial  prints,  that 
there  was  an  intention  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment to  check  or  stop  the  publication 
and  curculation  of  a  certain  description  of 
writiDgs.  He  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
the  House  and  tlie  country  to  submit  this 
petition  with  the  documents  added  to  it, 
especially  as  the  latter  were  drawn  up  vo- 
luntarily. The  persons  who  signed  them 
were  not  at  present  in  want  of  subsist- 
ence; what  they  required*they  could  ob- 
tain by  their  industry,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  free  country.  The  petitioner 
concluded  with  praying,  that  tne  House 
would  retrace  its  steps,  and  inquire  into 
the  origin  of  the  events  which  led  Bran- 
dreth  and  his  companions  to  the  block. 

On  the  question  that  the  Petition  do  lie 
^on  the  table, 

Mr.  Bathurst  observed,  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  were  disposed  to  throw  the 
doors  of  the  House  wide  open  to  the  pe- 
titions of  the  people.    But  if  he  correctly 
understood  the  object  of  this  petition,  it 
did  not  coniplain  of  any  grievance  which 
the   petitioner  had    personally    suffered, 
but  called  on  the  House  to  take  up,  gene- 
rally, tile  consideration  of  a  subject  on 
which  the  petitioner  had  himself  formed 
an  opinion ;   which  opinion  was  founded 
en  certain  affidavits  annexed  to  the  peti- 
tio0|  from  persons  who,  for  reasons  best 
knowc  to  themselves,  had  left  their  coun- 
try, and  who  stated  circumstances  within 
their  knowledge,  affecting  the  general  ad- 
ministration  of  justice.    This  was  a  des- 
cription of  petition  utterly  inadmissible. 
But  if  it  had  not  been  so ;  if  the  petitioner 
bad  made  any  personal  complaint,  still  he 
must  have  objected  to  the  reception  of  the 
petition,  involving  as  it  did,  a  libel  against 
8- most  respectable  individual,  who  had  ex- 
cited general  admiration  by  his  talents, 
firmness,  and  judgment— he  spoke  of  Mr. 
Cross.    Because  Mr.  Cross  happened  to 
state  that  his  unfortunate   chents  had, 
among  others,  been  the  victims  of  inflam- 
matory publications,  the  petitioner  arro- 
gated to  himself  that  he  was  the  individual 
idluded  to  as  the  author  of  those  publica- 
tions, and  took  the  opportunity  of  libelling 
the  gentleman  in  question,  and  ascribing 
to  tum  the  most  improper  motives.    The 
petition  also  contamea  another  Hbel  on 
colonel  Fletcher,  a  most  respectable  ma- 
gistrate in  the  county  of  Lancashire.  The 
jcircumstanoe,  however,  that  the  petition 
eompiamed  of  bo  grievance  personal  to 
the  petttioaer,  waS|  be  was  peraiiadf4» 


quite  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  not 
to  receive  it. 

Lord  Cochrane  said,  that  he  considered 
the  petition  as  being  respectfully  worded, 
and  that  the  matter  it  contained  was  of 
high  importcmce.  He  had,  therefore, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  present  it,  that  the 
circtimstances  to  whicn  it  adverted  might 
be  again  brouglit  tinder  their  considera- 
tion. He  had,  however,  no  objection  to 
withdraw  the  petition  on  account  ^  the 
word  <<  annexed''  bemg  used  in  it  as  ap- 
plying to  the  documents ;  but  which  he 
had  not  before  noticed.  He  would  do  soy 
not  from  any  certwnty  that  another  peti- 
tion would  be  presented  by  the  present 
petitioner,  but  to  give  the  eaiiiest  intima- 
tion to  the  two  persons  who  had  made  the 
affidavits,  that  their  way  of  proceeding 
had  been  irregular,  so  that  they  might 
adopt  a  preferable  mode.  For  himself,  he 
thought  that  if  the  government  valued 
their  own  character  at  home,  er  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  world,  they  would  embrace 
any  opportunity  of  investigation  for  clear- 
ing away  the  the  scandal. 

Mr.  fVvnn  wished  to  know  whether  the 
petition  itself  would  be  entered  on  the 
Journals. 

The  Speaker  replied,  that  the  fact  would 
shortly  be  stated,  that  such  a  petition  had 
been  offered,  and  allowed  to  be  withdrawn,* 
but  nothing  more. 

Mr.  fVi/nn  was  glad  to  hear  that,  for  he 
should  have  objected  most  strongly  to  al- 
low charges  against  individuals,  of  the  na- 
ture of  those  comprehended  in  the  peti- 
tion, to  appear  on  their  Journals,  the 
House  not  having  the  power  to  punish  the 
man  by  whom  those  charges  were  brought 
forward. 

The  Petition  was  then  withdrawn. 

Commissary  Courts  ik  Scotland.^ 
Lord  Archibald  Hamihon  rose  to  make 
his  promised  motion  for  the  Correspon- 
dence between  the  Home  Departdientand'' 
the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the' 
Courts  of  Justice  in  Scotland,  respecting' 
the  Commissaries  and  the  Commissary 
Clerks.  The  noble  lord  said,  that  hia  ob« 
ject  was  not  general,  but  principally  con-' 
fined  to  the  county  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent.  His  complaint  was, 
that  offices,  tne  abolition  of  which  had  been 
strongly  recommended  by  the  comasissions 
appointed  to  inquire  into  them^  had  never- 
theless been  filled  up  by  government, 
and  that  they  had  been  filled  up  for 
unconstitutional    purposes*     In  oonse". 
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'^aence  of  proeeediogs  in  parliamenc,  a 
oommission  had  been  apj^ ointed  to  inquire 
into  the  courts  of  justice  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Irelana,  certainly  against 
tlie  inclination   of  government,    as  the 
inquiry  affected  Scotland  at  least;  and 
their  hostility  had  not  sttbsided;  for  al- 
though a  report  from  that  commission  was 
made  four  yean  agoy  ao  single  measure 
had  been  founded  on  it  with  respect  to 
Scotland.    That  had  not  been  the  case 
with  those  parts  of  the  report  which  re- 
lated to    England   and   Ireland.     Why 
Scotland  alone  was  omitted  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conjecture.    Although  the  com- 
mission appointed  for  the  purpose  had, 
after  the  investigation    of  the   inferior 
commissary  couru,  recommended  their 
abolition,  ministers  had  nevertheless  since 
thought  fit  to  make  appointmehts  in  those 
couru.    They  had  also  utterly  neglected 
the  recommendation  of  fi>rmer  commis- 
sions on  the  subject.    The  commission 
appointed  by  royal  warrant  in  1608  had 
stated,  that  in  their  opinion  the  proceed- 
ings before  the  inferior  commissary  courts 
were  unnecessary  and  inconvenient,  and 
that  the  business  should  be  transferred  to 
the  sheriflTs  courts.    In  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  former  commis- 
sion, the  late  Lord  Advocate  introduced 
a  bill  into  the  House  expressly  for  the 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  the  commis- 
sary clerks ;  but  in  consequence  of  some 
informality    in  the    details,    it  did    not 
receife  the  sanction  of  the  House.     It 
appeared,  that  notwithstanding  the  re- 


misrioiien)  but  sir  Hay  CampbeU,  the  head 
of  the  oommissiiN),  wrote  particular^  to  Uie 
home  department  on  the  subject.  The 
home  department  was  also  warned  against 
this  appointment,  in  a  memorial  from  that 
pari  of  the  country.  On  what  justifiable 
principle  could  his  majestv's  ministerB»  ia 
opposition  to  such  powernil  recommenda^ 
tions  and  admonitions,  make  this  new  ap« 
pointment  for  life,  which  entitled  the  receive* 
er  of  it  to  compensation  on  the  abolition  of 
the  office,  when  it  was  already  filled  by  a 
person  who,  on  its  abolition,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  no  compensation.?  The 
noble  lord  concluded  with  moving,  **  Thai 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  hia 
royid  highness  the  Prince* Regent,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  five  direc- 
tions that  there  be  laid  before  Siis  House* 
a  Copy  of  any  Letter,  or  the  Substance  of 
any  Communication  that  may  have  been 
made  by  the  Commissioners  for  inquiring 
into  the  duties  and  emoluments  of  the 
officers,  clerks,  and  ministers  of  justice)  o€ 
the  courts  of  Scotland,  or  by  any  one  of 
them,  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  relative  to  the  inexpe* 
diency  of  filling  up  any  office  in  the  Com- 
missary Courts  :»**  Also,  a  Copy  or  the 
substance  of  any  similar  communication 
that  may  have  been  made  to  the  secretary 
of  state  for  the  home  department,  firom 
any  of  the  commissaries,  or  commissary 
clerks,  of  the  said  Courts.** 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  that  as  for  as  he 
could  collect  the  meaning  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noMe  lord,  his  first  object 


commendation  of  the  commissioners  to  i  seemed  to  be  a  complaint  against  his  ma- 
abolish  the  office  of  commissary  clerk,  i  jesty's  ministers,  for  not  carrying  into 
and  that  that  office  in  the  county  with    efiect  by  some  legislative  measure*— >fbr 


which  he  was  connected,  had  been  filled 
neariy  two  years,  by  a  ^ntleman  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  of  session,  and  who, 
on  the  abolition  of  the  office,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  no  compensation,  his 
majesty's  secretanr  of  state  named  another 
person  to  that  office,  whose  appointment 


that  was  the  only  way  in  which  they  could 
be  carried  into  efiect— ^the  suggestions 
made  by  commissioners  appointed  to  io« 
quire  into  the  offices  of  the  courts  ofius- 
tice  in  Scotland,  to  abolish  certain  ofncea 
in  that  couptry.  How  far  ministers  were 
bound,  more  than  any  other  members  of 


was  for  life,  and  who,  on  the  abolition  of    the  legislature,  to  propose  to  the  legiria- 
the  office,  must  receive  a  suitable  eompen-    ture  any  measure  for  giving  effect  to  any 


sation.  This  appointment  he  believed  to 
have  been  made  merely  to  serve  election 
purposes.  His  majesty's  mimsters  had  it 
in  their  power  to  convict  him  of  making 
an  erroneous  assertion  by  assenting  to  his 
motion.  The  office  had  been  bestowed 
for  the  sake  of  adding  to  the  number  of 
freeholders  in  the  interest  adverse  to  his 
Hord  A.  H.'s),  m  the  county  of  Lanaiic. 
The  appointment  was  not  only  made  in  op- 
position to  die  representitioa  of  the  com* 


suggestions  of  this  description,  was  a  ques- 
tion into  which  he  did  not  then  mean  to 
enter.  But  it  was  obvious,  that  when  a 
charge  of  misconduct  was  brought  against 
any  public  officer,  it  was  necessary  to  show 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of 
some  exisUn^  law.  The  next  charge  was, 
that  an  appomtment  had  taken  pmce  to 
an  office^  which  office  had  been  recom- 
mended to  be  abolishedby  various  persons. 
The  next  Ghai]ge  was»  that  such  appoint- 
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ment  bad  not  only  been  made  improperly, 
but  made  corruptly,  with  a  view  to  certain 
election  purposes;  and  that  his  noble 
relation  (lord  Sidmouth]  had  been  applied 
to  on  the  subject  by  a  right  hon.  friend 
beside  him  (Mr..W.  Dundas),  on  whose 
recommendation  the  appointment  was 
made.  With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
office  in  question,  ne  could  notbe  supposed 
to  be  acquainted,  and  what  he  was  about 
to  state,  was  communicated  to  him  by  a 
learned  lord  now  absent.  He  had  been 
told,  that  the  commissary  courts  in  Scot- 
land were  of  the  nature  of  our  inferior 
ecclesiastical  courts,  and  that  without 
them,  among  other  things,  no  probate  of 
a  will  could  be  obtained.  He  had  been 
told  also,  that  the  business  of  these  courts 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  called  a  clerk.  The  usual 
course  on  the  death  or  resignation  of  any 
of  these  clerks,  was  for  the  court  of  ses- 
sion to  take  on  themselves  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk,  ad  interim^  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office,  till  government 
had  time  to  app<Hnt  a  successor.  This 
appointment  or  the  court  of  session,  which 
had  not  the  right  of  patronage,  took  place 
for  no  longer  a  period  than  till  the  plea- 
sure of  his  majesty's  ministers  could  be 
known.  This  office  was  one,  which  the 
person  legally  appointed  to  ought  to  hold 
quamdiu  se  bene  gesserit,"^  Thus  much 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  office, 
and  the  necessity  there  was  of  some  per- 
son being  appointed  to  it.  The  noble 
lord  had  stated  truly,  that  a  bill  was 
brought  in  by  a  late  Lord  Advocate  for 
the  abolition  of  the  office ;  but  that  bill 
did  not  receive  the  danction  of  parliament, 
and  how  this  failure  could  support  the 
noble  lord,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know.  It 
was  true  this  abolition  had  also  been  re- 
commended by  the  commissioners;  but 
he  was  informed  that  great  objections 
existed  as  to  the  transfer  recommended 
b^  these  commissioners.  Not  only  the 
bill  he  had  alluded  to,  but  another  had 
been  brought  in  for  the  abolition  of  com- 
missary courts;  but  neither  of  them  had 
received  the  sanction  of  the  leeislature. 
The  vacancy  in  the  present  case  had  been 
filled  up  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitutional  law  of  Scotland.  The 
court  of  session  could  only  appoint  eui  in- 
ierimf  and  an  ad  intenm  appointment 
could  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  all 
possible  time— till  parliament  in  its  wisdom 
should  find  some  other  way  of  disposing 
of  this  officei— till  some  future  parliament 


should  decide  whether  it  should  be  kept 
up  or  abolished.  Admitting,  therefore, 
that  a  representation  had  been  made  by 
the  whole  board,  or  by  any  of  the  com- 
missioners, to  the  secretanr  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  not  to  nil  up  any  vacan- 
cies in  this  office,  this  would  not  carry  the 
case  a  bit  farther.  But  he  owed  it,  in 
justice  to  his  nobl^  relation  to  say,  that  no 
representations  whatever  had  been  receiv- 
ed by  him  from  the  board,  or  from  any 
individual  of  the  board  on  the  subject.  If 
he  understood  the  noble  lord  right,  there 
was  no  complaint  against  Mr.  Dunlop,  or 
any  other  individual  nanied  by  his  noble 
friend,  as  improper  persons  for  discharging 
the  functions  of  the  office.  If  the  noble 
lord  thought  he  had  any  ground  for  attri- 
buting corrupt  motives  to  his  noble  rela- 
tion, why  not  bring  forward  a  charee 
against  him  ?  He  had  the  return  of  the 
dates  of  the  difierent  appointments.  He 
understood  that  at  the  time  the  appoint- 
ment in  the  county  with  which  the  noble 
lord  was  connected  took  place,  the  person 
so  appointed  had  no  vote  whatever  in  the 
county.  The  noble  lord  had  dealt  in  no- 
thing but  loose  conjectures.  In  condp- 
sion,  he  begged  leave  to  state,  that  there 
were  no  such  papers  in  existence,  as  those 
for  which  the  noble  ford  had  moved. 
That  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  motion ; 
but  he  wished  chiefly  to  rest  his  opposi- 
tion on  principle. 

Sir  John  lieaopori  said,  with  respect  to 
the  Scotch  commissioners,  he  had  to  state 
his  perfect  and  entire  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mission. He  believed  that  they  had  done 
their  duty  fairly  and  honourably ;  and  if 
ministers  did  not  choose  to  carry  thar 
views  into  execution,  they  were  not  an- 
swerable. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
been  pleased  to  say,  that  his  majesty's 
ministers  could  not  be  considered  more 
bound  than  any  other  members  to  carry 
the  views  of  these  commissioners  into  ex- 
ecution. But  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  that  when  he  took  the 
liberty  of  calling  their  attention  to  the 
indisposition  shown  by  the  ministers  of 
the  (Jrown  to  carry  the  views  of  the  com- 
missioners into  execution,  a  noble  lord 
opposite  said,  it  was  very  unfair  to  pre- 
ludge  his  majestv's  ministers,  and  not  to 
leave  them  sufficient  time  to  carry  into 
execution  the  recommendation  of  thf$ 
commissioner^.  He  had  stated  thus 
much,  because,  if  ministers  did  not  choose 
to  carry  into  execution  the  recommenda- 
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lions  of  the  commissioners ;  and  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  endeavoured  to  prevent 
o(her  members  from  carrying  those  re- 
commendations into  execution^  it  was 
perfectly^  useless  to  appoint  any  such  com* 
missioners.  He  had  great  pleasure  in 
stating,  that,  very  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  government  of  Ireland,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inouire  into  the  courts  of  that 
country,  had  been  acted  on  to  the  great  be- 
nefit of  the  public.  With  respect  to  the 
subject  of  this  motion,  he  would  leave  it 
to  gentlemen  more  conversant  with  the 
subject  than  himself.  He  would  only  say, 
that  ministers,  in  filling  up  an  office  of 
which  parliamentary  commissioners  had 
recommended  the  abolition,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  high  abuse  of  authority. 

Mr.  ff^,  DundaSy  in  answer  to  the  com- 
plaint of  the  right  hon.  baronet  of  the  in- 
attention of  ministers,  in  not  bringing  for- 
ward sooner  some  measure  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  views  of  the  commis- 
sioners, stated,  that  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  had  only  been  presented  in 
February  last.  Were  ministers  to  be  ar- 
raigned because  they  did  not  choose  to 
abolish,  hand  over  head,  an  office  of  so 
much  importance  as  that  of  commissary 
clerk.  To  find  a  substitute  for  the  com- 
missary courts  would  be  attended  with 
considerable  difficulty.  Ten  years  ago, 
the  abolition  of  this  office  was  recom- 
mended :  two  years  afterwards  a  bill  was 
brought  in  for  that  purpose,  but  it  did 
not  pass.*  Was  the  Crown  not  to  exer- 
cise the  right  of  appointing  a  legal  officer, 
till  parliament  thought  proper  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  whether  that  office 
ouffht  or  ought  not  to  be  abolished? 
^  Mr.  J.  F.  Grant  said,  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  any  person  who  would  looic  at 
the  circumstances  which  were  admitted  to 
have  occurred,  without  concluding  that 
the  office  in  question  had  been  filled  up 
for  the  purposes  of  a  job,  in  some  ouarter 
or  other,  to  entitle  the  person  wno  was 
thus  unnecessarily  nominated  to  an  office 
for  life  to  a  compensation  to  which  he 
would  otherwise  have  had  no  claim. 
Four  ]^ears  before  the  appointment  of  the 
commission  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  by 
his  majest;^ 's  government  to  abolish  those 
offices,  which,  on  account  of  some  objec- 
tions to  the  details,  had  been  reiected. 
The  abolition  of  those  offices  had  been 
approved  of  by  the  heads  of  all  the  courts 
at  justice  in  Scotland.  Commissioners 
had  been  appointed  to  inquirci  (among 


others),  into  those  offices,  and  had  re- 
ported that  they  should  be  abolished ;  yet 
pending  this  inquiry  the  ad  interim  officer 
was  displaced  and  a  person  appointed  for 
life,  who,  it  was  certain,  would  in  a  year's 
time  be  removed,  and  to  whom,  on  that 
account,  a  compensation  would  be 
granted.  The  appointment  by  the  court 
of  session,  it  was  said,  was  equivocal.  It 
was  not  equivocal ;  it  had  been  submitted 
to  from  time  immemorial,  and  was  per- 
fectly legal.  It  was  said  also,  that  it  waa 
an  anomaly  to  appoint  a  judicial  officer 
pro  tempore^  But  the  officer  in  question 
was  the  commissary  clerk,  not  the  com- 
missary—a ministerial  and  not  a  judicial 
officer.  What  object,  therefore,  was 
there  in  continuing  an  ad  interim  appoint- 
ment which  had  already  continued  two 
years,  unless  the  sinister  obiect  of  giving 
a  person  a  claim  on  the  public  money  for 
political  purposes?  He  cared  nothing 
about  the  politics  of  the  county  of  Lanark 
as  connected  with  this  subject.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  the  country  had  been  properly 
treated  in  this  profuse  waste  of  the  public 
money  ?  It  had  been  said  that  no  letter 
such  as  that  which  had  been  moved  for 
had  been  received  by  the  secretary  of 
state.  What  objection,  then,  could  there 
be  to  a  return  which  would  set  that  ques- 
tion at  rest  I  If  the  motion  was  refused, 
he  was  constrained  to  believe  there  had 
been  such  a  letter. 

Mr.  //.  Clive  was  of  opinion  that  the 
appointment  was  perfectly  just.  The  re- 
port was  made  on  the  27th  of  June,  and 
the  individual  was  appointed  by  lord  Sid- 
mouth  on  the  12th  of  March  preceding, 
so  that  his  lordship  must  have  been  igno- 
rant of  the  intentions  of  the  commis- 
sioners with  respect  to  those  offices. 

Lord  A*  Hamilton  in  reply,  observed 
that  his  arguments  applied,  pot  to  one 
office,  but  to  twenty  three.  The  report 
recommended  the  abolition  of  twenty- 
three  commissaries  and  twenty -three 
clerks,  whom  government,  acting  on  the 
principle  they  had  adopted  in  this  in- 
stance, would  have  the  power  of  continu- 
ing. It  had  been  asked,  why,  the  Crown 
should  be  debarred  from  filling  up  these 
o^ces  ?  He  answered,  because  the  Crown 
had  appointed  commissioners  to  inquire 
whether  it  was  proper  they  should  exbt* 
He  was  as  certam  as  he  could  be  of  any 
thing  which  he  had  not  actually  witnessedf, 
that  an  intimation  had  been  given  to  the 
secretary  of  state  that  it  was  the  opinion 
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of  the  oommisBioneri  that  the  office  in 
queatkm  should  not  be  filled  up.  If  the 
ministers  would  agree  to  any  motion, 
framed  so  as  to  ascertain  this  fact,  they 
might,  if  it  were  incorrect,  convict  him 
of  a  grave  error. 
Toe  motion  was  negatived. 

FoBGERT    OF    Banc    Notes.}       Sir 
James  Mackintosh  rose,  agreeably  to  his 
notice,  to  move  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  means  of  more  effectually  pre- 
venting the  Forgery  of  the  Bank  or  £ng« 
land  Notes,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
thereon  to  the  House.    He  said,  that 
notwithstanding  all  he  had  before  beard, 
be  could  not,  till  he  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  their  final  determination, 
have  supposed  that  those  persons  who 
had,  he  thought,  too  much  weight  in  that 
House,  namely,  the  Bank  Directors,  would 
resist  this  motion,  the  natural  result  of  the 
course  of  inquiry  on  which  the  House  had 
already  entered.    By  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tions which  he  had  proposed,  the  House 
had  already  established  an  important  prin- 
ciple, that  the  concerns  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  connected  widi  an  evil  so  enor- 
mous as  the  increase  of  forgeries,  should 
not  be  considered  as  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  cognizance  oF  parliament.    The  argu- 
ment on  which  the  Bank  had  relied  had 
been  finally  over-ruled— yet  that  preteocei 
flimsy  as  it  was,  that  the  concerns  of  the 
Bank  must  be  considered  only  as  those  of 
a  private  company,  had  been  relied  upon 
till  the  House  was  on  the  very  point  of 
dividing ;  but  the  Bank  Directors,  appre- 
hensive of  the  result  of  that  appeal,  had 
consented  to  the  motion  for  an  account  of 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  Bank  in  pro- 
secutions for  forging  tneir  notes,  or  for 
knowingly   uttering    or  possessing  such 
notes.    But  though  the  Bank  Directors 
had  now  determined  to  resist  farther  in- 
ouiry,  he  was  not  without  hopes,  that  if 
those  independent  members  who  had  de- 
servedly so  much  weight,  as  well  with  the 
House  as  with  the  country,  would  again 
show  themselves,  neither  the  ministers  nor 
the  Bank  Directors  would  press  for  a  di- 
vision in  which  they  would  anticipate  a 
defeat. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  tiie  Hoifte 
once  more  to  this  subject,  he  wished  to 
snare  both  their  time  and  their  patience. 
To  dwell  on  the  unspeakable  importance 
of  thfe  subject  would  be  a  waste  of  both. 
It  had  been  admitted  on  the  former  dis- 
cussiouj  that  the  nsagnitude  of  the  evil 
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cdled  for  inquiry;   and  it  appeared  the 
unanimous  tense  of  the  House  that  some 
measure  was  necessary  to  mitigate,  at 
least,  this  evil.    Few  questions  had  dk- 
cited  more  interest  among  the  public  at 
large,  and  perhaps  the  greatest  interest 
had  been  felt  among  the  quietest  part  of 
the  community-^^mong  those  who  took 
the  least  interest  in  th^  ordinary  course 
of  political  affairs,  or  in  those  questions 
which  most  agitated  that  House,—- at  the 
course  of  guilt  and  blood  which  had  fol- 
lowed the  stoppage  of  cash  payments. 
But  to  dwell  on  the  magnitude  of  the  evii 
was  unnecessary.    He  would  only  recall 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that,  for 
twelve  years  before    the  suspension  of 
cash-payments,  there  had  been  only  one 
capital   execution  for  forgery  of  bank- 
notes.   It  was  the  rarest  of  all  criminal 
cases.    For  many  years  not  a  single  in* 
stance  of  it  haa  occurred.    In  the  last 
seven  years  not  less  than  101  persons  had 
suffered  death  for  th^t  crime, — that  crim^ 
for  which,  in  twelve  years,  only  one  person 
had  suffered.    The  crime  which  haa  been 
so  rare  and  unfrequent,  had  been  the  most 
frequent  and  the  most  fatal.    There  wag 
another  point  of  view  in  which  this  evil 
appeared  still  more  striking  and  horrible. 
For  this  crime,  for  which,  in  all  the  king- 
dom and  in  twelve  years,  only  one  person 
bad  suffered,  forty-four  haa  suffered  in 
London  and  Middlesex  in  the  last  seven 
years.    Executions  for  forgery  now  stood 
at  the  head  of  the  list  of  capital  puoish« 
ments :  they  were  far  more  numerous  than 
executions  for  murder— 'than  executiooe 
for  burglary;    they  were  double  all  the 
executions  for  robbery  of  all  sorts,  and 
much  greater  than  executions  for  all  other 
offences  taken  together  [Hear,  hear!]. 
He  implored  the  House  to  pause  before 
they  determined  that  they  would  not  take 
any  steps,  if  not  to  remove  this  evil  (and 
he  feared  without  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  it  could  not  be  entirely  re- 
moved), at  least  to  mitigate  it.    How 
would  they  answer  to  their  constituents- 
how  would  they  answer  to  their  con- 
sciences—that they  had  lefl  tliat  to  be 
performed  by  others,  which  they  owed  to 
the  people  of  England  at  once  to  perform 
themselves  ?   If  the  facts  he  had  suted 
were  not  enough  to  force  the  imperative 
claims  of  this  growing  evil  upon  their  at* 
tention,  the  returns  of  prosecutions  in  the 
late  years  —  in  1816,  1817,  and  three 
months  of  18Id-*would  exiiibit  an  in* 
crease  almost  sf  great  as  to  bid  defiance 
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CO  belief.  In  the  three  months  of  this 
yetr  the  number  was  so  greet,  that  if  the 
whole  year  was  ec]ual)y  &rtile  in  crimet  it 
would  exhibit  three  times  the  number  of 
the  bat  year;  yet  the  last  year  was  worse 
thaq  any  which  hsd  preceded  it 

A  circumstance  which  he  must  allude 
to  was  the  expensiveness  of  these  prose- 
cutions. In  the  observations  he  hsd  to 
oiake  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  meant 
nothing  invidious  or  accusatory  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Bank :  he  adverted  only 
to  the  system,  and  to  the  duty  which  that 
mcem  now  imposed  upon  the  House. 
The  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  forgery 
on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England  last 
year  were  30,000^. ;  in  the  present  year, 
in  which  prosecutions  had  made  such 
gigantic  strides,  in  the  three  months  of 
wluch  returns  had  been  made,  the  expense 
was  within  a  few  hundreds  of  90fiOOL 
The  general  average  struck  him  as  ex* 
tremoy  alarming.  It  was  265/.  for  each 
individoa]  prosecuted.  This  was  not  only 
monstrous  in  itself,  but  very  tdarming  in 
its  tendency.  It  was  not  the  same  ex* 
pense  for  every  individual :  six  were  often 
prosecuted  at  the  same  expense  as  one. 
The  same  indictment,  the  same  counsel, 
the  same  witnesses,  might  be  sufficient. 
At  the  beginning  of  those  prosecutions  the 
expenses  were  greater.  They  were  in 
some  instances  S42/.,  S4<M.,  963/.,  but  the 
average  was  265/.  for  each  individual  pro* 
secuted.  He  mentioned  these  enormous 
and  suspicious  expenses,  not  as  a  charge 
against  the  Bank,  but  as  an  additional 
reason  why  the  House  should  investigate 
the  subject  by  a  committee  of  its  own, 
and  trust  no  other  authority.  Id  former 
years  the  forgeries  had  been  chiefly  con- 
fined to  small  notes ;  by  the  last  returns  it 
appeared  that  a  proportionate  increase  of 
forgeries  for  larger  notes  had  now  oc- 
curred ;  a  melancholy  proof  that  the  skill 
and  boldness  of  tlie  criminals  in  the 
forgery  of  small  notes,  had  tempted  them 
to  try  their  fortune  on  large  notes.  If 
these  attempts  became  more  frequent, 
though  the  paper  currency  should  be 
brought  back  to  its  sound  state,  it  would 
for  some  time  retain  a  taint  by  the  for- 
geries of  the  larger  notes.  He  could 
now  venture  to  say,  that  the  severity  of 
punishment  had  had  no  efiect  in  diminisli* 
ing  or  suppressing  the  crime.  Though  he 
might  have  asserted  this  from  his  general 
observation,  and  from  the  facts  connected 
with  this  subject,  he  was  still  more  strongly 
fortified  m  it,  by  th«  declaration  of  a  most 
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respectable  judge  at  the  last  assizes  of 
Lancaster— he  meant  the  lord  chief  baron. 
That  learned  judge,  whom  he  named  only 
to  testify  his  respect  for  him,  had  stated, 
that  the  previous  punishments  had  pro- 
duced no  efiect,  for  the  criaoes  of  those  on 
whom  he  had  passed  sentence  of  death 
had  been  all  committed  since  the  execu- 
tions at  the  last  auizes ;  and  that  there- 
fore (unless  some  other  means  could  be 
devised),  it  only  renwined  for  him  to  exe- 
cute the  law  in  iu  severity.  As  a  judge 
this  was  the  only  course  which  remained 
lor  him ;  but  by  the  parenthesis  which  he 
had  inserted  he  had  recommended  to  the 
legislature  to  deliver  him  from  the  neces- 
sity of  cruel  and  inefficacious  punishments. 
It  was  no  wonder  that  in  the  county  wher^ 
the  executions  had  been  ao  frequent  as  ti> 
draw  forth  these  observations  from  the 
bench,  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants 
should  be  attracted  to  it.  A  few  days 
ago  a  petition  had  been  presented  from 
Liverpool  by  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
opposite,  f  Mr.  Canning),  which  deserved 
to  be  reaa,  as  well  for  the  liberality  of 
its  principles  as  for  the  precision  of  it» 
language.  The  petitioners  stated,  that 
M  they  contemplated  with  feelings  of  deep 
concern  the  alarmlns  increase  of  the 
crimes  of  forging  and  uttering  forged 
Bank  of  England  notes,  and  the  conse- 
<iuent  frequency  of  capitid  punishments 
in  this  country,  by  wnicfa  our  national 
character  suffered  in  the  estimation  of 
other  countries,  and  the  great  principler 
of  humanity  were  in  danger  of  being 
gradually  impaired."  They  said,  «•  that 
without  presomiog  to  decide  whether  the 
Bank  of  England  have  in  past  time  done 
every  thing  which  misht  have  been*  done 
towards  preventing  the  forgery  and  the 
circulation  of  forged  notes,  they  believed 
the  nation  were  not  generally  convinced 
that  due  pains  had  been  taken,  and  were 
of  opinion  that,  in  proportion  as  their 
prosecutions  mddpKed,  the  claim  of  the 
public  was  stsengthened  to  be  satisfied! 
that  no  more  effectual  measures  could  be 
adopted  for  checking  frsuds  and  forgeries 
and  the  awful  consequences  which  ensued 
from  them ;  and  that  though  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  Enghind  had  for 
many  years  past  been  considering  of 
meanato  prevent  the  forgery  of  its  notes, 
yel  no  CTOCtuid  measures  having  beenr 
adopted,  the  anxiety  of  the  petitioners 
upon  tfie  subject  could  not  now  be  re- 
moved without  an  inquiry  into  it  being* 
instituted  by  the  great  council  of  the  na-^ 
(2  X)   ' 
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lion.  They  alto  slatedf  *<  that  aa  the 
evils  in  question  existed  in  the  coiinty  of 
Xancaster  in  an  extraordinary  and  eoor* 
ipous  degree,  owing  to  the  Bank  of  £Dgr 
lanc^  notes  constituting  the  whole  medium 
of  cixculation»  in  small  notes>  of  that 
populous  trading  district,  it  was  the  opi* 
pion  of  thp  petitioners  that,  if  it  should 
ie  found  impracticable  to  check  these 
forgeries,  a  regard  to  th^  credit  and  secu- 
rity of  mercantile  transactions!  as  weU  ay 
to  public  morals^  would  render  it  expe- 
dient to  encourage,  as  much  a§  possiblei 
the  introduction  mfid  circulation  of  the 
not^s  of  private  bankers,  it  beinff  found 
that  the  forgejcies  of  private  Bank  ootet 
were  very  few  in  number  when  compared 
with  those  of  the  Bank  of  England  notes.'' 
llhe  town  of  Liverpool,  it  was  to  be  re- 
collected* was  the  second  commercial 
town  in  the  empire.  This  petition  had 
been  unanimously  agreed  to  at  a  public 
meeting  of  all  parties  in  politics.  He 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(i^r.  Canning),  for  whom  many  present 
at  the  meeting  had  voted,  whether  the 
ispinion  of  such  a  n^eeting  on  auch  a  fub- 

{'  }c%  was  not  of  the  highest  ipompnt*  Bu| 
e  must  farther  remarK,  that  this  meeting 
was  held  in   the   county  of  Lapcastert 

I  here,  unfortunately,  great  experience 
ad  been  a  forded  of  the  eilects  of  the 
system;  where  the,  prejudice  had  been 
f  trong  against  private  banks,  and  in  fa^ 
YQur  of  the  Bank  of  ^n^ land,  eyer  since 
the  unfortunate  failiires  m  1798.  Every 
circumstance  which  could  give  weight  and 
Authority  to  such  an  application  enforced 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  when  they 
ealled  mr  inquiry  by  the  great  council  of 
the  nation.  The  House  of  Comi^ona— • 
be  would  say  it  with  due  deference— the 
House  of  Commons  could  not  with  im- 
punity to  its  character,  refuse  to  insti- 
Stitute  an  immediate  inquiry  [Hear, 
bear  I]. 

He  must  apologize  for  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House  so  long ;  but  he  felt 
It  due  to  the  House,  to  the  Bank,  and  to 
the  public,  to  state  explicitly  his  view  of 
the  subject.  The  summary  of  the  home 
office,  of  the  state  of  crimes,  no  man 
living  could  read  without  affliction  and 
alarm.  No  failure  of  commerce,  no 
disasters  in  war,  no  danger  to  our  finances, 
could  appear  so  alarming  to  those  who 
considered  the  real  foundi^tion  of  national 
security  and  prosperity  as  this  summary. 
It  appeared,  from  this  document,  that 
from  the  year  18QS,  to  the  year  ISll,  the 


number  of  capital  punifhmepts  was  $90* 
From  1811  to  1818,  it  was  580;  which 
number,  as  he  was  reminded  by  his  exceU 
lent  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Bennet),  whose 
attention  had  been  so  constantly  and  so 
honourably  directed  to  this  most  impor- 
tant of  all  subjects,  was  as  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  to  eight  to  the  whole  number 
of  crimes.  He  was  aware  that  the  number 
of  crimes  was  not  in  itself  a  criterion  of 
the  morality  of  a  nation.  Many  nations 
full  of  activity  and  wealth,  abounding  ia 
temptations,  and  in  the  qualities  which, 
when  misdirected,  were  productive  of 
criminality,  would  afford  a  longer  list  of 
offences,  than  the  records  of  a  lethargic 
people,  who  had  no  virtues,  though  thej 
nad  not  mfiny  crimes.  Yet  when  in  the 
same  nation  the  crimes  increased,  it  must 
be  taken  as  an  evidence  of  a  chaxige  of 
morals  for  the  ^orse.  This  was  not  the 
time  to  enter  into  the  discussion,  but  if  ha 
were  casually  called  on  to  name  them,  he 
should  not  allude  to  the  causes  to  which 
it  had  often  been  attributed.  Itappesred 
to  him  to  depend  more  on  what  might  be 
called  the  economical  condition  of  the 
people,  than  on  what  were  called  oioie} 
causes— on  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  demaou 
and  supply— on  the  fluctuation  of  wages 
and  prices — evils  inseparably  connected 
with  an  inconvertible  paper  money*  Va? 
nations  such  as  these  were  enough  to 
make  the  ignorant  think  that  they  were 
the  sport  of  some  malignant  demon, 
against  whom  their  most  strenuous  efforta 
were  often  fruitless;  and  from  this  pre- 
bably  they  derived  a  desperate  and  gen* 
bliog  character.  By  the  vicissitudea  of  a 
long  war— by  the  return  of  peaco-sby 
that  worst  or  scourges,  an  ineontierlibie 

gaper  money,  which  no  nation  but  this 
ad  ever  been  able  to  bear  up  against  ■■ 
had  this  been  e&cted. 

The  number  of  lives  actually  taken 
away  by  the  severity  of  the  laws,  was  not 
indeed  a  fuU  criterion  of  the  evU.  They 
could  not  fail  to  compare  the  number  thus 
taken  away  with  the  number  of  ordinary 
deaths,  and  to  find  that  it  formed  a  v>ery 
small  proportion.  But  this  waa  not  the 
fiur  view  of  it.  Death  was  not  itself  an 
evil.  Death  in  the  performanca  of  doly 
might  be  the  happiest  oonaummalion  at 
life.  But  a  life  of  misery  and  of  cdma, 
terminated  by  a  death  of  sufiering.  and 
shame ;  a  fiither  in  his  life-time  stroking 
to  support  his  children  by  the.  deapesate 
expedients  which  distress  and  crimes  aog* 
gestedi  and  leaving  by  his  death  aa  ex« 


677]         ritpecHng  the  Forgery  ofBani  Naiei.  Hat  I4i  1818.  [fflS 

anqrie  of  unuttenUe  distren  and  laiting  I  and  tlie  eodntry  ifoolA  noC  agtU  be  ia*> 
iBnunyt  was  the  greatesi  e?il  which  could   rolled  by  tiie  pretence  that  it  wotdd  not 


befied  men.  He  would  say  nothmg  of  the 
loss  arisinff  to  the  poblic  from  the  prssent 
system,  stfthough  they  were  very  mat. 
An  hon.  baronet  /sir  James  Graham }  had 
stated,  that  one  naif  of  the  Bank  notes 
circulated  in  the  northern  counties  were 
forged.  He  might  here  suggest  to  die 
coMideration  of  the  House,  Siat  the  prin*> 
eipid  suflefers  in  noint  of  pecuniary  loss 
were  to  be  founa  in  die  dass  of  smidl 
tradesmen— a  descripdon  of  persons  emi« 
neody  entitled  to  tae  protection  of  the 
laws.  Tel  but  too  many  of  them  were 
vecoodled  to  submit  to  forgery  and  ftaud| 
rather  than  engage  in  litigation,  or  ezpoae 
themselfes  to  sosaieion  and  the  danger  of 
further  loss.  A  lesson  indeed  of  a  veiy 
implressive  nature,  had  recendy  been 
tauffht  to  persons  of  this  description— a 
tradesman  who  had  a  £L  note,  which  was 
iNTonounced  a  forgery  at  the  Bank,  took 
proceedings  in  the  Mardialsea  court 
Jigainst  the  parent  of  the  girl  firom  whom 
he  thought  he  received  it.  In  this,  how« 
cfrer,  he  was  mistaken;  but  this  nuttake 
atose  from  the  resemblance  of  the  girl  to 
Emtna  Connor,  of  whom  the  House  had 
already  heard,  and  who  was  known  to 
hafe  been  acdte  in  circulating  forged 
notes  in  the  tradetman's  neighbourhood. 
The  consequence  of  the  mistake  was,  that 
the  tradesman  incurred  costs  to  the  amount 
of  fSLf  so  that  he  was  altogether  a  loser, 
through  this  forgery  and  effort  to  vindicate 
Umseif,  to  the  extent  of  28/.  The  state- 
Hient  of  this  single  fact,  was  sufficient  to 
mrote  the  existence  of  hundreds  of  a  simi- 
lar nature.  Instances  of  the  destruction 
of  forged  notes  must  be  numerous ;  be* 
cause,  to  many,  the  positive  loss  would 
appear  a  mi^ch  smaller  evil  than  the  im* 
dotation  to  which  they  might  be  subjected 
by  retaining  them  m  their  possession. 
The  class  of  people  to  whom  he  had  just 
alloded,  were,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  amid 
of  defbiding  themselves  under  such  cir- 
eomatances,  because  they  felt  that  even 
suspicion  might  prove  their  ruin. 

Having  stated  thus  mndi,  he  now  came 
to  consider  more  immediately  the  grounds 
upon  which  his  proposition  for  inquiry 
vested.  And  here  ne  must  express  his 
hope  that  the  common  sense  of  the  House 
would  not  again  be  insulted  by  the  asser^ 
tioo,  that  the  aQurs  of  the  Bank  of  £ng- 
had  being  those  of  a  private  company 
wara  bejfMd  ^e  reftdi  aad  authority  of 
piriMMttti   His  tmsied  that  die  Houie 


be  beitennng  to  interfere  with  the  conduct 
of  the  Bai)k,  oh  the  ground,  forsooth,  that 
it  fonned  a  company  of  private  traders^ 
who  were  endtled  to  manage  their  aiUra 
according  to  their  own  judgment,  without 
any  legisladve  control ;  for  this  Bank  was 
notoriously  a  public  coibpany  of  whose, 
conduct  that  House  was  not  only  endtled, 
bnt,  on  this  occaidon,  csptehdly  bound  to 
take  cogniieanoe.  If,  however,  the  Bank 
were  merely  private  traden,  and  their 
conduct  was  produetive  of  sudi  conse^ 
quences  to  the  country  as  those  he  had 
stated,  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House,  as 
the  guardian  of  public  justice  and  mora^ 
9ty,  to  take  notice  of  such  conduct,  and 
endeavour  to  provide  some  remedy  for 
die  mischief  whidi  it  occasioned.  But 
the  fact  was,  that  ftom  the  connexion 
subsisdng  between  the  Bank  and  the  go* 
vernment,  the  Mfait  might  as  veil  be  re* 
garded  as  a  private  company  as  the  Bank 
of  England.  Any  evil  then,  resulting  from 
die  system  of  the  Bank,  was  obviously  a 
proper  subject  for  the  consideradon  of 
dut  House,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
itself  rendered  the  interposition  of  the 
House  the  more  necessary  in  this  in* 
stance ;  for  it  was  remarkable,  that  within 
the  twenty-one  years  which  had  elapsed 
shice  the  restricuon  upon  cash  payments 
was  enacted,  the  Bank  had  not  taken  a 
single  step  to  save  the  public  from  the 
evils  of  forgery,  while  diey  had  adopted 
abundant  measures  to  save  themselves 
[Hear,  hear !].  He  did  not  mean  to  say« 
tbat  they  had  not  adopted  abundant  ore« 
cautions  for  thenr  own  security,  but  they 
had  entirely  overlooked  diat  of  the  unfor- 
tunate people  of  England ;  in  consequence 
of  which  oversight  the  liability  of  the 
public  to  be  plundered  and  harassed  re* 
mained  die  same  as  it  was  in  the  year  1797. 
Had  not,  then,  the  public  a  ri|;bt  to  expect 
dwt  some  inquiry  would  be  losdtuted  by 
that  House,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
their  fiability  to  suffer  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  supineness  of  the  Bank, 
or  whether  any  remedy  could  be  devised 
to  put  an  end  to,  or  to  dimmish  that  liabi- 
lity? Such  an  inquiry  was,  he  main- 
tained, the  imperative  duty  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  people  required  and 
expected  from  it  the  performance  of  that 
duty.  If  upon  inquiry  the  evil  which  ho 
had  described  was  found  irreroeilisble, 
that  discovery  would  serVe  to  ^uide  tlie 
jadgment  of  die  House  in  determining 
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won  the  policy  of  continuiiigthat  system 
vt  restraining  cash  payments,  which  gave 
birth  'to  such  an  accumulation  of  tviL 
The  Bank  itself,  indeed,  should  consider 
that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted,  in 
consequence  of  the  strong  prejudice  pre* 
yailing  against  it,  and  that  nothing  could 
serve  to  remove  that  prejudice,  but  a  ri* 
gorous,  thorough,  and  efficient  inquirer. 
.  It  was,  however,  not  merely  with  a  view 
to  guide  the  Judgment  of  the  House,  as  to 
the  policy  of  continuing  the  restriction  of 
cash-pavments,  or  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter or  the  Bank,  that  the  inquiiy  he  pro- 
posed was  necessary,  but  in  order  to  di- 
minish crime,  to  stop  the  course  of  blood, 
end  to  spare  die  feelings  of  the  public  from 
that  horrible  carnage  which  the  present 
system  occasioned.  It  was  indeed  mainly 
with  a. view  to  put  an  end  to  these  events, 
as  well  as  to  promote  the  interests  of  mo- 
rality, that  he  pressed  for  this  inquiry.  He 
did  not  mean  to  attribute  any  thing  more 
exceptionable  to  the  directors  of  the  Bank, 
than  the  failings  which  commonly  belong- 
ed to  mankind,  when  he  observed,  that 
they  were  rather  too  much  attached  to 
routine  and  custom,  to  encourase  projects 
of  improvement.  They  were,  he  feared, 
^00  apt  to  discountenance  and  dismiss  such 
projects  by  some  compendious  remark,  or 
old  maxim,  which  might  be  learned  from 
our  grandmothers;  therefore,  he  appre- 
hended that  adequate  encouragement  had 
not  been  held  out  for  the  exertion  of  skill 
and  talent  to  devise  an  improved  mode  of 
fabricating  bank-notes.  But  it  ought  to 
be  recollected,  that  new  projects,  m  the 
present  case,'  did  not  go  to  increase  or 
put  to  hazard  a  certain  good,  but  aimed 
exclusively  at  die  suppression  of  a  mon- 
strous evil.  Since  tne  last  discussion  of 
this  subject  in  the  House,  he  had  seen 
many  ingenious  artists  and  scientific  per- 
sons, and  was  induced,  from  their  repre- 
sentations, to  believe  that,  although  the 
evil  could  not  be  entirely  suppressed 
whilst  the  circulation  of  small  notes  con- 
tinued, it  might  be  considerably  mitigated. 
In  the  United  States  of  America,  already 
an  example  of  national  happiness,  and 
likely  soon  to  become  one  of  wise  legisla- 
tion also,  he  had  been  informed  that  a  pa- 
per currency  existed  to  the  amoiiht  of 
Swentv  millions  sterling.  America  might, 
therefore,  be  fairly  stated  to  be  the  second 
eeuntry  4n  the  world  with  respect  to  a  pa- 
per circulation,  as  she  undoubtedly  was  in 
the  character  of  a  shipping  and  commer- 
cial commonwealth.  J3er  paper  currency 


was,  liewever,  convevtible  into  money; 
forgery  was  not  a  capital  offence,  and  the 
crime  was  of  rare  occurrence.  •  The  cir- 
cumstances  of  America  might  be  unfa* 
voureble  to  the  commission  of  the  offence; 
but  it  was  nevertheless  remarkable,  that 
the  banks  in  that  country,  not  having  the 
assistance  of  the  gibbet  to  depend  on,  had 
employed  the  utmost  ingenuity  in  the  fa- 
brication of  their  notes.    He  repeated, 
that  he  meant  not  to  hdd  out  the  prospect 
of  totally  preventing  forgery ;  but  he  felt 
that  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  House  to 
do  all  that  was  within  its  power  to  reduce 
the  evil ;  and  this  he  must  deem  practica- 
ble from  what  he  had  heard ;  for  he  was 
informed,  by  very  competent  authority, 
that  any  boy,  who  was  six  months  undor 
the  instruction  of  an  engraver,  4;ould  easily 
contrive  to  forge  a  Bank   of  England 
note— -not,  howerer,  so  as  to  impose  upon 
the  Bank  itself;  for  those  concerned  in 
managing  that  establishment,  took  good 
care  to  provide  against  that,  but  so  as  ta 
impose  upon  that  class  of  the  people  whom 
it  was  peculiarly  the  duty  of  that  House 
to  protect.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  Bank 
abo,  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  people 
from  these  forgeries,  especially  as  their 
circulation  was  so  extensive,  and  it  ill  be- 
came the  Directors  to  decline  any  effort 
whatever   towards    preventing   forgery, 
merely  from  the  belief  that  complete  suc- 
cess was  unattainable.    According  to  his 
impression,  which  he  hoped^  was  also  the 
impression  of  the  House,  this  subject  was 
worthy  of  inquiry,  if  the  result  were  only 
to  save  one  life,  or  to  reduce  in  any  de- 
gree that  bloodshed  which  so  much  afflict* 
ed  the  country  under  the  existing  system. 
He  could  not,  indeed,  imagine  an  object 
more  deserving  the  attention  of  the  House. 
It  was  not  only  to  the  prevention  of  the 
crime  of  forgery  that  its  being  rendered 
more  difficult  would  tend.    It  would  have 
the  effect  of  lessening  the   number  of 
other  crimes;  for  every  species  of  crime 
when  carried  to  any  extent  excited  to 
others.    It  was  the  nature  of  all  crime  to 
have  its  action  and  reaction,  and  where 
once  a  great  temptation  to  vioUte  the 
law  broke  down  the  moral  principle  in 
a  large  portion  of  society,  it  invariablj 
generated  a  great  number  of  offences. 
There  was  no  one  crime  which  presented 
such  little  difficulty  to  its  commission  aa 
forgery.     It  was  not  a  species  of  offimee 
which  required  any  degree  of  pbyaiod 
force  or  animal  courage,  which  the  gene- 
mlity  of  other  crimes  called  into  action. 
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It  W8S  e^uaHy  tenptiog  to  aU— end  old 
men,  ifomeoy  and  almost  children,  were 
alike  expoied  to  its  temptations,  and 
eoiudly  associated  in  its  commission*  Men 
et  talent  too,  wbo  in  general  were  not  ex* 
posed  to  the  commission  of  other  crimes 
by  like  temptations,  were  found  engaged 
in  it.  If,  then,  no  steps  were  taken  to  ren* 
der  the  difficokies  of  this  crime  greater, 
the  legislature  woold  be  openm^  a  school 
ibr  the  enooaragement  of  a  particolar  vice 
in  those  who  were  not  from  age  or  situa- 
tion likely  to  be  influenoed  b^  the  ordi* 
nary  incentives— 'moral  depravity.  Tore- 
turn,  however,  to  the  question  which  he 
was  about  to  submity  he  wmdd  ask  the 
House,  whether,  after  they  had  proceeded 
to  the  extent  to  whidi  they  had  gone  in 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  they 
would  now  declare  all  they  had  done  to  be 
useless,  refuse  to  put  the  smI  to  their  past 
resolutions,  and  transfer  the  duty  of  inves- 
tigation to  the  care  of  others,  in  the  be- 
lief that  this  was  not  the  course  which 
they  would  think  it  right  or  becoming  to 
pursue,  he  should  conclude  by  moving, 

'*  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  means  of  more  e&ctually 
preventing  the  Forgery  of  Notea  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  to  report  their  opi- 
nion thereupon  to  the  House." 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  rote^ 
he  aaid,  not  to  depreciate  the  importance 
of  the  subject  before  the  House,  but  to 
recommend  what  appeared  to  his  mind  a 
more  eflectual  mode  of  attaioinff  the  ob- 
ject in  view  than  that  proposea  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman.  To  investi- 
gate this  subject  would  require  a  degree 
of  patient  research  and  saentific  know- 
ledge, which  was  not,  he,  with  all  defer- 
ence, apprehended,  to  be  looked  for  in  a 
committee  of  that  House,  and  therefore 
he  thought  it  more  advisable  to  have  such 
an  investigaUon  conducted  by  a  special 
oommisBion,  consisting  of  fully  qualified 
persons,  and  having  an  opportunity  of  con- 
•ulting  the  first  artists  in  the  country.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  commission.  Many 
advwitageB  would  belong  to  such  a  com- 
mission,  which  could  not  appertain  to  a 
eonmdttee  of  that  House;  lor  while  the 
labours  of  the  commitlea  must  be  Innited 
by  the  duration  of  the  aeasion,  those  of 
At  commissioo  would  be  subject  to  no 
aoch  Ihnitation.  While  evenr  man  must 
desire  to  remove  the  evil  of  forgerr,  no 
■Mn  could  deny  that  a  great  dealof  diffl- 
calty  belongedT  to  the  attempt.    He  had 


heard  of  many  plans  for  such  a  fabrication 
of  notes  as  could  not  be  imitated;  some, 
indeed,  had  been  suggested  to  himself,  but 
on  consulting  with  competent  persons  he 
had  found  the  projectors  were  mucdb  too 
sanguine.  Still  he  thought  it  right  that 
every  possible  skill  should  be  exercised 
for  sucn  a  desirable  purpose.  While  he 
would  not  be  too  sanguine,  he  was  as  un- 
willing as  any  man  to  despair.  Therefore 
he  was  an  advocate  for  inquiry.  He 
should  not  have  felt  it  necessary  on  the 
present  occasion  to  say  any  thing  farther 
on  diis  subject  then  merely  to  move  the 
address,  were  it  not  that  he  conceived 
some  observations  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  required  one  or  two  words  from 
him  in  the  way  of  explanation.  The  evil, 
as  he  had  just  stated,  was  a  ereat  one,  and 
called  for  some  redress.  Independently 
of  the  number  of  crimes  to  which  it  gave 
the  temptation,  there  was,  besides,  that 
uncertainty  with  respect  to  property  which 
it  tended  to  create;  but  admitting  these, 
he  did  conceive  that  there  were  consider- 
able deductions  to  be  made  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover.  It 
would  appear  from  that  statement,  that 
the  crime  of  forgery  was  comparatively 
unknown  before  the  restriction  of  cash- 
payments  by  the  Bank.  This  he  conceived 
was  rather  an  exaggerated  statement.  For- 
gery was  almost  as  much  known  and  prac- 
tised long  before  the  present  day  as  it 
was  now.  In  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, the  number  of  persons  executed  for 
forgery  were  greater  in  a  given  period  of 
time,  than  they  were  in  the  same  period 
of  late  years.  In  the  years  174<9,  1750, 
1751,  and  1752,  the  number  of  persons 
executed  for  forgery  in  London  and  Mid- 
dlesex amounted  to  nineteen,  and  in  the 
last  four  years  the  number  was  only  eigh- 
teen. He  spoke  here  of  various  kinds  of 
fofgeries,  for  he  had  not  data  sufficient  to 
state  the  particulars.  The  late  accounts 
ware  more  accurate.  In  the  years  1811, 
1812,  and  181S,  the  number  of  persons 
executed  for  forgeries  in  the  Unitea  King- 
dom was  110,  and  in  the  last  three  years, 
the  number  did  not  exceed  91.  But  while 
it  appeared  that  the  crime  of  forgery  was 
not  increasing,  it  was  manifest  from  the 
returns  made  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  other  crimes  had  increased  in  the 
same  period  Tcry  considerably.  The  total 
number  of  persons  committed  to  prison 
charged  witn  crimes  durmg  the  last  three 
years  were  19f067,  while  the  number  in 
the  three  preceding  years  little  exceeded 
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17»000.  ^  in  the  last  year  the  aumber.  of 
persons  imprisooed  ob  different  ebarges  in 
London  and  Middlesex,  considerably  ex« 
ceeded  that  of  tlie  preceding  year*  So 
tliat  the  statement  which  described  the 
crime  of  forgery  to  be  iaereasing  in  a  much 
greater,  or  even  in  so  great  a  proportion 
as  other  offences^  was^  aecordmg  to  the 
returns  which  he  had  mentioned*  consider- 
ably exaggerated.  As  to  the  grand  pa- 
nacea which  the  hon»  and  learned  gentle- 
man prescribed  for  the  preventioik  of  this^ 
great  increase  of  crime,  he  could  not  con- 
ceiye  how  it  applied.  The  resiibiption  of 
cash  payments  would  not  have  that  ten- 
dency to  suppress  crime  which  the  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  seemed  to  thinks 
and  to  proTO  this»  he  had  only  to  look  at 
the  great  increase  of  the  crime  of  coining 
which  had  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
years.  The  nunmer  of  persons  indicted 
for  coming  in  the  years  1811, 1812»,and 
1813»  amounted  to  392,  and  in  the  yean 
1815, 1816,  and  1817,  they  were  as  high 
as  624.  This  increase  had  tdcen  place 
during  a  period  of  the  restriction  of  cash- 
payments,  and  showed,  that  while  forgery 
was  not  on  the  increase,  the  crime  of  coin- 
ing gained  ground  in  proportion  wbh 
other  o&nces.  If  it  was  so  great  during 
ih»  restriction,  how  much  greater  might 
it  not  be  expected  to  be  after  the  restric- 
tion should  cease  ?  It  was  not,  then,  to 
the  restriction  of  cash  payments,  or  to  an^ 
neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  that  this 
increase  of  the  crime  of  forgery  could  be 
attributed.  Forgery  was  a  crime  which  he 
feared  had  always  existed  in  a  commercisl 
and  enlightened  country,  where  education 
was  generally  diiTused,  and  the  means  of 
committing  the  offence  were  always  at 
hand.  In  the  earlier  annals  of  the  coun- 
try, the  crimes  committed  against  society 
required  strength  and  violence;  fraud  and 
craft  were  the  qualities  which  distinguish- 
ed a  modern  criminal.  This,  however, 
only  rendered  it  the  more  imperiously  ne- 
oeisary  for  the  House  to  pay  attention  to 
every  means  of  discouraging  and  prevent- 
ing Uie  growth  of  the  evil.  With  this  im- 
pression, he  should  move,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  <<  That''  to  the  end  of  the  ques* 
tion,  in  order  to  add  the  words,  *'  an  hum* 
ble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  issae  a  conranssioir 
under  the  great  seal,  for  the  appointment 
of  oommissioners  to  consider  or  the  best 
means  of  preventing  the  fortav  of  pro- 
itusBory  notes  issued  by  the  Baw  of  Engl- 


land  and  other  bank««y  and  other  negoti- 
able securitieSk^' 

Sir  Charles  M^rdaunt  expressed  a  de- 
cided preferenoe  for  the  mode  of  inquiryi 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle-* 
man.  That  mode  of  inquiry  would,  he  waa 
convineed,  be  much  more  satisfactory  tm 
the  country  at  large  than  the  amendmentj 
The  right  horn  gentleman  did  not  appear 
to  be  aware  of  the  degree  of  alarm  and 
anxiety  which  prevailed  in  the  country 
upon  this  subject,  or  of  the  Necessity  ev 
promptly  taking  the  most  efibetual  mean* 
of  quieting  that  alarm.  There  was  peri* 
haps  no  siSbject  more  deserving  the  atten* 
tion  of  that  House,  uoi  one  to  which  ift 
would  be  more  ereditable  to  its  character 
to  devote  its  time.  It  would,  of  c€N»8e^ 
be  open  to  the  proposed  committee  to  coK^ 
leet  every  necessary  information,  and  to 
consult  artiste  and  scientific  persons  of  idl 
description&r  He  could  not,  dien,  con-> 
ceive  why  suoh  a  committee  should  be 
deemed  incompetent  to  a  thorou^  rnves- 
tigaticm  of  this  interesting  subject.  The 
hon.  and  learned  mover  had  very  properljr 
Fef(N*red  to  the  petition  from  Liverpool, 
and  he  would  mao  rrfer  to  the  petition 
from  his  constituents  at  Birmingham,  to 
diow  the  necessity  of  every  possible  exer* 
tion  to  put  an  end  to  the  evil  complained  of. 

Mr.  Benvlet  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  having 
suffered  prudence  to  step  in  and  prevent 
him  from  commg  to  battle  that  night  by 
opposing  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learn- 
ed  friend.  So  far  from  the  crime  of  fbr^ 
gery  being  on  the  decline,  it  had  arisen  to  m 
most  alarming  degree  within  the  last  year, 
and  wasstill  going  on.  Indeed,  ashad  been 
shown  bj  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  thein* 
crease  in  the  first  three  months  of  dna 
year  was  almost  incredible ;  the  indictmenta 
bemg  nearly  equal  to  those  of  the  ^lole 
of  the  three  years  alluded  to.  From  the 
very  paper  alluded  to  by  the  right  hoo^ 
gentleman  it  woeAd  be  found  that  in  1811 
43  persona  were  indicted  for  fiirgeries  on 
the  Bank,  or  ottering  such  notes^n  IBlflr 
67;  in  1813,  95;  in  1814,  68;  in  1615, 
71;  in  1817, 165^;  and  m  the  first  three 
months  of  the  present  year,  112.  Hn 
would  sn^,  that  the  nuniher  of  crimtnale 
#as  soieKeessive-  tfmt  government  dared 
not  pot  the  stetence  of  the  law  in  execo^ 
tiou'on'thoie  wh6  Mro  convicted*  But 
the  Bank  had  assumed  to  itself  llie  ri^t 
of  dispensing  with  the  lawv  by^.omittmg 
the  oipitri  part  of  the  dmrge  against 
Whom  they  pbaaed,  and  iMinging  then 
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up  CO  plead  guU^  to  the  MnaHer  afence^ 
llius  It  appeared,  that  no  lets  thaa  200 
penooi  bad  pleaded  ffuilty  in  three  years 
pf  hairing  forged  Banl  notes  in  their  pos- 
session. In  the  middle  of  the  kst  cen« 
tunr  those  persons  would  not  have  been 
sumred  to  plead  niltyy  bnt  would  all  hate 
been  exeouted  if  convicled.  Therefore 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  principle  was 
errooeoui.  Was  it  right  that  the  Bank 
shoolddeoide  on  who  was  to  suffiv  oapital 
punishment }  At  the  last  sessions  fior 
iiondon  twtlwe  persons  were  sentenced  to 
fourteen  jeais  transportation,  and  two^ 
one  of  wb>m  was  an  unfeatunato  womaoy 
had  been  selected  to  suffer  deatlL  By 
wlwm  were  they  selected?  Not  by  tfa!e 
judges.  The  solicitor  of  the  Bank  held 
op  Use  list  of  prisoners^  and  said  that  those 
numbered  so  and  so»  were  the  persons  to 
be  tried  for  the  capital  oSnee.  Who  al* 
lowed  them  i  He  made  no  charge  against 
the  solicitor ;  he  believed  he  was  a  very 
respectable  persooy  who  only  did  as  he 
wasdiracteo.  But  who  could  say  that 
the  next  soUcitor  to  the  Bank  might  be 
eaual^  respectable,  cat  that  he  might  not 
tsJce  bribes  from  prisoners  to  let  them 
plead  to  the  smaller  offisnee,  and  thus  save 
their  lives.  The  bon.  gentknuin  then  aU 
luded  to  the  well-known  observation  made 
in  answer  to  the  apptications  for  the  life 
of  Dw*  Dodd ;  and  contended  that  on  this 
principle  the  two  hundred  and  odd  per- 
sons  latdy  convioted  ought  to  have  been 
executed  I  With  regard  to  the  un£brtu« 
Bale  woman,  the  Bank  were  appealed  to, 
bus  their  consciences  were  divided,  and 
government  declined  inteiierinff.  He 
wished  to  know  oo  what  principle  those 
two  persons  wereseleetcdout  of  the  twelve, 
that  we  might  ascertam  whether  or  not  we 
had  equal  laws  for  all  persona  at  all  times. 
He  noticed  several  cases  in  whidi  the  par* 
tiea  had  been  permitted  to  plead  gud^, 
and  desired  to  know  why  the  person  had 
been  so  fsir cured,  who  had  seduced  the 
two  bovs  to  crime,  whose  case  had  re* 
oently  been  brought  befirae  the  public-— a 
person  who  had  Imn  ccmnected  with  the 
Birmingbam  forgers,  whose  whole  family 
had  beoi  implicated  in  auoh  tiaosactions, 
whose  brother  had  been  tranroorted  for 
the  same  oflenee,  and  whose -rather  had 
*been  engaged  in  making  false  keyui 
Why,  he  wished  to  know,  had  this  man 
been  spared,  while  a  boy  of  eighteen  years 
of  age  had  been  pursued  to  conviction, 
who  now  lay  in  the  condemned  cell,  and 
^to|  unless  more  mercy  were  shown  to 


Wm  than  had  been  exiekided  to  the  un- 
happy female  who  lately  soilered,  must 
shortly  be  executed.— He  then  compared 
the  ^cecutioos  which  had  taken  place  since 
the  year  1811  up  to  the  present  time, 
with  the  number  of  convictions  procured 
wHhin  the  same  period.  In  the  year  181 1 
these  had  amounted  to  one  in  five;  in  161S 
they  were  one  in  three;  in  1813,  one  in 
4veslnl814,  one  in  tea;  in  1815,  one 
in  seven;  in  18i6»  one  in  seven ;  and  in 
the  last  year,  one  in  nine.  Inthepresent 
^ear  the  executions  were  more  numerous 
m  proportion  to  the  convictions;  but 
while  the  law  was  thus  irregtdarly  carried 
into  execution,  property  was  felt  to  be 
kss  seouce  ikan  it  wcmld  be  where  a 
BsUder  pomshment  was  awarded,  with  the 
eeitainty  of  the  sentenoe  pronounced 
being  carried  into  efieet.  From  the  ex- 
perience of  those  who  had  been  in  the  ha- 
bit of  attending  criminals  sentenced  to 
die,  Irom  twelve  to  twenty  years;  he  had 
hevd,  that  there  who  suSered  for  forgery 
were,  in  many  cares,  fiir  from  feeling  that 
they  had  committed  a  sreal  moral  oflSmce 
agamst  the  law  of  Qod.  Their  condncs 
WM  freonently  marked  by  resentment 
against  taeir  prosecutors  and  indignatiott 
at  the  relection  made  which  doomM  them 
to  death*  It  was  thus  that  the  few  hours 
which  intervened  between  the  order  lor 
thehr  executmn  and  their  beins  led  out 
to  die  were  passed,  and  when  they  came 
OB  the  scaflbld,  what  were  the  feelings  ex« 
eited  among  the  crowd.  They  were  any 
thing  but  what  oog|ht  to  be  excited  by 
such  a  spectacle.  The  culprits  were  eb« 
jecU  of  compassion,  and  the  relection  of 
tbem  for  punishment  a  subject  of  general 
indignation.  The  freqaencnr  of  prosecu* 
tions  tended  greatly  to  harden  the  public 
mind.  This  he  illustrated  by  an  anecdote 
of  a  poor  boy,  who  being  recendy  turned 
out  of  Newgate  destitote  and  pennyless, 
and  in  such  a  stete  that  he  might  be  said 
to  have  no  friend  but  the  cooler,  no  home 
but  a  prison,  was  a  few  days  afterwarda 
detected  picking  pockets  in  right  of  die 
scaflbid,  on  which  an  execution  was  about 
to  take  place.     When  brought  into  the 

gtison,  he  was  asked  by  the  ordinary,  how 
e  could  make  up  his  mind  to  commit  u 
robbery  at  the  moment  when  the  unhappy 
culprits  were  about  to  be  launched  into 
eternity.  The  boy  answered,  that  was 
just  the  moment  for  him,  as  when  all  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  victims  the  pockets 
were  left  unguarded.  Such  was  the  efieet 
of  executions*    Upon  the  whole  of  this 
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case*  both  from  what  he  peraonally  knair, 
and  from  what  he  had  beard  from  otherSi 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  concur  in  the  mo- 
tion of  his  bon.  and  learned  friend,  and  be 
trusted  that  it  would  receive  the  support 
of  every  member  in  the  House. 

Mr.  <S.  Thomtoti  declared,  that  it  was 
always  the  practice  of  the  Bank  Directors 
studiously  to  investigate  every  case  of  for- 
gery with  a  view  to  ascertain  where  lenity 
ought  to  be  extended,  and  where  prose- 
cution ought  to  be  followed  up.  But  he 
could  most  conscientiously  state,  that 
their  disposition  was  always  towards  le- 
nity. As  to  the  infliction  of  punishment, 
or  the  grant  of  mercy,  after  conviction, 
the  Bank  had  notliing  to  do  with  such 
proceedings.  If,  through  the  commission 
proposed,  or  by  any  other  means,  the 
crime  of  forgery  could  be  prevented,  or 
rendered  more  difficult,  he  could  assure 
the  House,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
would  feel  the  most  cordial  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Huskiuon  said,  that  according  to 
the  arffuments  of  the  hon.  member  who 
apoke  last  but  one,  the  committee,  if  ap- 
pointed, ought  to  inquire,  not  only  into 
the  case  of  forgine  Bank  of  England  notes, 
but  into  the  whole  criminal  laws  of  the 
country.  This,  it  would  seem,  was  the 
object  of  the  hon.  member.  But  could 
the  House  so  forget  what  was  the  nature 
of  our  constitution  ^could  thev  so  for* 
get  what  was  the  character  of  those  who 
presided  in  our  courts,  and  who  reported 
the  convictions  to  the  Crown,  as  to  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman ?  It  appeared  to  him,  that  the  re- 
sult of  his  speech  was,  to  bring  into  odium 
and  disrepute,  not  only  the  laws  them- 
selves, but  the  judges  who  administered 
those  laws.  The  inquiry  which  he  pro- 
posed would  branch  out  into  subjects  the 
most  unfit,  the  most  inconvenient,  and  the 
most  improper.  At  the  same  time,  he 
felt  himself  bound  to  admit  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  mover,  in  his  very  able,  elo- 
quent, and  ingenious  speech  on  this  sub- 
ject, did  not  seem  to  contemplate  such  an 
inquiry :  he  specially  guarded  himself 
against  imputing  blame  to  the  Bank,  or 
wishing  a  committee  to  be  granted  to  find 
articles  of  impeachment  against  them: 
but  he  wished  that  the  House  should  in*^ 
stitute  some  inquiry  of  an  immediate  na- 
ture, to  check  the  growth  and  arrest  the 
progress  of  tliis  alarming  evil.  He  (Mr. 
Hujbkifison)  must  say,  that  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  seem  to 
him  to  be  the  fittest  mode  of  carrying  on 


such  an  inquiry.    If  there  wer^  any  sua* 

{>icion  that  the  Bank  of  England  had  neg«* 
igently,  for  he  would  not  say  criminally, 
suffered  these  prosecutions  to  take  place, 
then  the  House  might  institute  those  m- 

auisitorial  functions  which  belonged  to 
lat  branch  of  the  lesislature ;  but  at  thia 
period  of  the  session  ne  thought  that  such 
an  inquiry  would  be  nugatory.  He  did 
not  know  what  course  the  committee  could 
pursue  but  to  endeavour  to  discover  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  of  which  there  ex- 
isted no  doubt,  and  to  recommend  to  the 
Crown  to  institute  a  commission  to  aseer* 
tam  by  artists,  or  others,  the  best  mode 
of  checkioff  the  evil  of  forgery.  In  order 
to  prevent  Joss  of  time,  and  to  render  the 
measure  most  beneficial  to  the  country, 
he  contended  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  propoaed  the  best  course  for  the 
House  to  adopt;  the  other  would  only 
create  delay,  and  destroy  the  benefita 
which  it  sought  to  obtain.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  becauae  he  waa  not  sensible  of 
all  the  inoonreniences  which  the  h<m.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  so  eloquentiy  de- 
scribed, that  he  should  support  the  mo* 
tion  of  his  right  hon.  firiend.  He  tboogbt 
it  necessary,  indeed,  that  some  measuiea 
should  be  immediately,  adopted ;  for  al- 
though the  Bank,  and  those  who  issued 
their  notes,  could  ascertain  whether  they 
were  good  or  not,  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  holder  of  a  note  to  say  whether  it 
was  genuine,  nor  could  he  compel  another 
to  receive  it  in  payaaent,  if  he  conceired 
it  not  to  be  genuine.  This  was  not  the 
case  with  the  coin  of  the  realm.  He  waa 
surprised,  however,  to  hear  the  hon.  gen» 
tleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  say,  that 
those  who  committed  the  crime  of  for- 
gery, so  far  from  being  convinced  of  their 
guilt,  considered  themselves  almost  aa 
being  meritorious.  If  the  House  were  to 
have  a  committee  to  inculcate  such  doc- 
trines as  these,  they  had  better  put  an  end 
to  all  transactions  except  those  which  de« 
pended  upon  barter,  masmuch  as  men 
could  not  exist  except  by  defrauding  and 
plundering  one  another. 

Sir  Samuel  RomUly  said,  it  was  a  great 
inducement  to  him  to  vote  for  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  becauae  he 
did  not  know  that  there  existed  any  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  to  institute  such  an  ia- 
quiry.  He  thought  that  his  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Shrewsbury,  had  not 
been  fairly  used  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down.    His  hon. 
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inend  did  not  propose  that  the  committee 
diould  inquire  into  all  the  criminal  laws, 
neither  did  he  attack  the  character  of  the 
judges,  nor  the  mode  in  which  thej  ad- 
ministered the  laws;  hut  he  stated,  that 
great  mischief  arose,  and  great  discontent 
was  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
from  a  selection  of  cases.  Sir  Samuel 
said,  he  also  thought  that  it  was  a  sort  of 
discretion  that  was  most  mischievous)  it 
created  that  feeling  in  the  public  which 
made  it  impossible  to  consider  the  crime 
of  forgery  m  the  way  that  it  was  formerly 
considered.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
it  was  to  be  considered  as  a  light  offence, 
but  it  was  a  prevailing  opinion  that  it  was 
an  offence  for  which  men  ought  not  to 
aidfer  death.  So  strong  was  this  feeling, 
that  men  frequently  suffered  great  losses 
rather  than  press  the  execution  of  the 
laws  to  that  extent  He  thought  that 
the  system  now  acted  upon  led  to  all 
those  mischievous  consequences  which 
his  hon.  friend  had  so  ably  pointed  out 
In  every  case  of  selection  the  people  criti- 
cised the  distinction,  and  thought  that 
great  injustice  had  been  committed. 

Mr.  huskissonf  in  explanation,  said,  he 
bad  not  asserted  that  forgery  ought  to  be 
punished  with  death.  On  this  subject  he 
was  not  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion ; 
but  if  be  were  to  do  so,  he  thought  it 
would  go  rather  the  other  way. 

General  Gascoyne  observed,  that  the 
principle  of  inquiry  was  admitted  on  both 
aides,  the  only  question  was,  which  would 
be  the  better  mode,  by  a  committee  of 
the  House  or  a  commission  I  To  him  it 
appeared,  that  a  committee  would  be  the 
better  mode,  as  it  had  been  found  in  al- 
most every  instance  of  inquiry.  Much 
had  been  said  about  the  efforts  made  to 
call  in  Bank  notes ;  but  why  was  not  an 
effectual  method  taken  for  the  purpose  ? 
At  a  time  when  old  silver  was  to  be  col- 
lected in,  it  was  found  practicable  to 
send  silver  to  different  parts  of  the  country 
for  the  purpose.  Why  could  not  gold  be 
sent  into  the  country  to  provide  i^ir  the 
calliog  in  of  notes  i  If  this  was  done,  all 
notes  found  to  be  forgeries  might  be  pre- 
vented from  farther  circulation.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  a  com- 
mittee ought  to  be  appointed,  and  it  would 
be  their  fault,  if  they  did  not  provide  a 
remedy  against  the  evil. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  he  must  express  to 
the  House  the  great  surprise  and  pain 
with  which  he  had  heara  the  speecn  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Shrewsbury.    The 
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hon.  member  had  asked,  why  the  soltdtor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  sdected  one  case 
for  mercy,  and  another  for  prosecution  I 
Now  the  fact  was,  that  he  selected  no 
case  whatever.  The  Bank  solicitor  had 
no  authority  of  that  kind ;  he  acted  under 
the  direction  of  his  employers :  and  as  to 
the  Directors,  they  juoged  of  every  case 
with  the  utmost  solicitude.  They  were 
governed. in  their  proceedings,  not  by  a 
regard  for  their  own  interest  and  safety^ 
but  for  the  protection  of  the  public ;  tne 
expenses  were  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
corporation,  and  for  the  express  purpose 
of  saving  harmless  those  who  had  been 
imposed  upon  by  forged  notes,  and  who 
were  unable  to  bear  the  expenses.  '  It  waa 
not  the  practice  of  the  Bank  to  interfere 
after  judgment :  but  in  the  case  of  the 
woman  who  lately  suffered  death,  he  be« 
lieved  it  would  be  found  that  it  was  io* 
tally  impossible,  from  the  whole  course  oC 
her  life,  for  the  executive  government  to 
have  selected  a  more  proper  object  for 
punishment.  He  was  convinced  in  his 
mind,  that  the  crime  of  forgery,  nolwith* 
standing  what  had  been  said  that  night, 
had  become  less  frequent,  as  contrasted 
with  the  growth  of  other  crimes.  Nor 
was  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  there  should 
be  a  large  number  in  the  returns  of  per* 
sons  tried  for  forgery  during  the  latter 
years,  when  it  was  found  that  the  general 
returns  of  perrons  indicted  for  various  of- 
fences«  in  1811,  amounted  to  5,337,  whilst 
in  1817  they  amounted  to  13,93^,  a  pro* 
portion  of  nearly  three  to  one.  He  could 
assure  the  House,  that  the  Bank  would 
be  happy  to  concur  in  such  measures  as 
might  be  deemed  most  practicable  for 
preventing  the  forgery  of  tneir  notes ;  but 
It  would  he  perfectly  idle  to  adopt  a  pro* 
ject  that  might  be  submitted  to  them  from 
day  to  day,  and  which  might  be  copied  by 
their  engraver  in  three  or  four  days.  He 
had  witnessed  their  patient  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  he  would  add,  that  they 
would  spare  no  expense  to  adopt  such  a 
plan  as  might  be  found  most  ensctual  for 
checkine  the  evil.  The  reason  why  they 
detained  the  notes  after  the  word  <«  forged** 
had  been  stamped  upon  them,  was,  that  in 
cases  in  which  they  had  ffone  out  again, 
that  word  had  been  erased  by  a  chemical 
process.  At  die  same  time,  the  Bank- 
always  gave  an  undertaking  to  produce 
the  notes  in  any  part  of  £nghind  that 
might  be  required,  for  the  purposes  of 
justice. 

Sir  A.  PiggcU  strongly  defended  the. 
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eodduefr  of  the  £Mi^  «tt^  rtfiiied  to.  Ae 
eharges  brouffhl  agaioat  the  Bank  diree^ 
tion.  The  ^o>le  of  ihe  evil  of  fiMrgeny 
had  been  attributiwl  to  the  restriction  on 
^ash  pBfmeats^  but  he  thoufj^  iiiOBt  un- 
justly* It  was  true  that  there  had  becm 
an  increase,  of  the  offimce  since  1797>  hdb 
fher  increase  had  been  gradual  from  than 
seriod  u^  to  IdtT,  aod  could  not  beattci^ 
Duted  to  the  restriction  alone.  There 
bid beenaa  increase  of  other  cHmes  aa 
weH  as  that  of  Ibvgery.  In  proof  of  thia 
!»  might  direct  the  atlenlionof  the  House 
to  the  state  of  die  gaols  of  Warwick,  Lan- 
oaster,  and  Ymk*  This  multiplication  of 
ofifcaoes  had  becn^  owing  to  the  pressure 
ef  the  times,  which  equal!  j  prompted  men 
So  larger  J  as  to  other  oiences*  He  ad- 
mitted' the  magnitude  of  the  eTil,  wkidi 
remltsd  flrom  the  facilities  of  foiling 
Bank  notes;  and  he  was  sure  that  fko£odj 
of  men  lamented  its  existence  morci  or 
kicked  with  greater  anxiety  to  the  disoo*- 
^ery  of  a  remedy,  than  the  Bank  Direct 
tors.  If  parliament^  by  the  appointment 
efia  committee  off  inouiry,  or  if  the  Gc4iwn^ 
by  any  means  that  lay  within  its  powier, 
Aould'flnd  out  a  plan  by  wludi  ibi^eriea 
could  be  either  dkntnished  or  entirely 
4hecked^  they  would  conibr  not  olily  a 
great  obligation  on  the  country,  but  a  fk- 
t^»ur  on  the  Bunk  that  would  be  gratefoUy 
received  by  tliat  corporation>  who  bow 
BOt  only  incuired  a  hi^vy  expense  in  pro« 
tfeeutions  to  proteot  the  pubhc,  but  were, 
on  account  of  their  verj  anxiety  to  dfo 
their  duty,  held  up  as  persons  who  de^ 
lighted  ih  bringing  menr  to  trial  and  pu« 
mhment.  Ntiy,  in  theeagemese  of  cri- 
fliination,  they  were  exposed  to  charges 
the  most*  ineonsiatent  and'  destmctivo  of 
eaob  other,  being  accused  at  one  tioae  of 
prosecuting  with  too  much  seir«rity,  and 
dt*  another  time  of  interfbnng  too  much 
tO"  procure  a-  mitigation  of  punishment. 
Nb  found  himself  called  upon,  when  he 
heard  such  charges  brought  against  a 
body  of  men  whom  he  knew  not  to  deserve 
them — he^ltthat<it  was  a  justice  which 
he  owed  them,  and  ^ich  he  regretted  he 
liad  so  long^  delayed  to  render^-*to  say 
that  tifey  had  done  their  duty  to  the  pub«> 
lie,  and  Uiat  the  accusations  of  negligeBce 
in  looking  out  for  the  means  of  prevent 
tioB)  or  severity  in  calling  for  punishment^ 
or  caprice  in  selecting  the  objects  of  it^ 
wet«  onfeimded^  He  was  sorry  to  hear 
it  said  by  an  hon.  gentleman»  that  it  was 
left  to  the  solicitor  of  the  BsAik,  however 
nsf^eotaUe  that  indivMual  might  be,  to 


deter  miu<  on  the  db}eete<  of  capital  pteea 
cation.  This  was  a  misKOpresentaiiott  thaa 
was  not  in  the  least  countenaoced  by  ftict. 
No  such  discsetion  was  intrusted  ta  iIm! 
Bank  soKcitoB.  He  received  his  inetvue^ 
tions  fnnn  the  direction,  like  any  other 
law  agent  in  »  similar  situation  wil^  iv* 
gacd  to  individuals ;  and:  it  was  his  dotf' 
to  IbUow  those  iastruotions,  laying  thi» 
prosecutioo  which,  he  waa  directed  to>  in* 
sdtute  before*  the  proper  court*  The  Di* 
rectoK  themseivea  examined  the  dremn-^ 
stances  of  every  particular  case,  and  pro^ 
ceeded  according  to  thevicws  which  sock' 
an  investigation*  suggested.  Whew  iii^ 
daubt  or  cKffloulty,  they  asked  the  opin«»» 
of  counsel  (though  in  such  esses  theydid 
not  apphr  to  their  regular  counsel),  anA 
were  guided  by  the*  legal  advtoe  they  aa*- 
ceived;  It  did  not  appear  faiiv  therefbrsv 
to  make  charges  of  this  kind  against  thw 
Directors*  Discourses,  like  some  of  those* 
which  had  been  heard  diat  m'ght,  worw 
not  caiculattd.  to  iarfomi  but  to  misfeadf 
the  pubKc  with>  regard  to  the  character  of 
DMst  who  showed  the  utmost  anxiety  tc 
execute  properiy  their  important  dutiea;. 
whO:  took,  tihe 'greatest  pains  to  autboriae 
only  sudi  prosecutiena  as  could  bw  swp* 
ported  by  evidence  of  guilt;  and  whotaft 
to  no  agent  wha^  they  thomselvee*  can* 
oeived  they  were  callea  upon  to  perft>nm 
He  would  go  Airther  and  tak^  ta  wlmv 
such  charges  tended?  Did  thoae'  who 
made  them  wish  no  jMrosecotions  for  for^ 
ery  instituted  i  Then  let  them  come 
rward'  and  move  ft>r  m  repeal  of  llio  law^ 
instead  of  allbwnpg  it  to  remain  aa  it  wasi 
and  maldng  the  exeoution*of  i^  a«  anmod 
of  accusation  against  mea  who*  did  their 
utmost  to-  exeoaie  it  with  wisdtan  and  le* 
nienoy.-*But  the  Directors  were  not  only 
blamed  for  carrying*  tho  law  into  oxeootieii 
in  some  cases^  but  A>r  not  executing  km 
others*  Was  it,  then,  meimt  to  fie*  as> 
serted^  that  every  ofence  that  might  be 
prosecuted  capitally,  oughtHobe  so  pro- 
secuted?  The  motto  of  the  Bank  would- 
^n  indeed  be,  *<  hang,  hang,  Imng/'  If 
all  ofienders  were  not  to  ho  prosecuted  ca^ 
pitaUy,  and  if  in  cases  where  a  mltder  piH 
nishment  was  prayed,  the  Bank  was'tobo 
blamed,  then  let  thw  House  deelare  what 
conduct  the  DlrectorS'were  to  parsne;  let 
the  proper  Ihie  be  marked  out  fbr  tbeni^; 
let  no  cuscretion  be  allowed;  let  themr  be 
told,  when  »  capttd  presecatioD  waa  to 
be  instituted,  ana  wHen  the  offender  waa 
to  enjoy  impunity,  or  to  suffiira  miticsfled 
penalty*    Hie  hon*  and  learned  'ftiendhad 
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vttrilntted  die  inereaBe  cf  forgeries  te  Ibb 
Bank  vestnction^  and  had  reiferred  baek* 
«s  a  proof  of  his  posHioiit  to  the  period 
|»0Tiou8  to  1797»  when  tfaejireine  cmnpa- 
eathrely  few ;  but  it  ought  do  be  recoU 
looted,  that  the  number  most  then  haie 
lieeB  emaller  from  the  mUure  of  things,  as 
ttmrn  the  diminished  pq>er  circulation  *af 
that  time  these  were  leirer  opportunities  of 
ieKgtng.*«He  had  thus  felt  nunself  called 
upon  to  defend  the  conduct  of  the  Baalc, 
becanse  he  thought  it  unjustly  attacked. 
Those  who  directed  ^cbar^es  a^nst  it, 
while  Aeynretanded  to  monopolize  all  hu*> 
flumity  ana  justice,  and  accused  the  Di^ 
sectors  of  delighting  only  in  |nrosecuai6a 
and  pnaishment,  showed  diat  they  did  not 
possess  the  qualities  whidh  they  arragatedi 
and  which  they  refused  to  others*  That 
the  increase  of  foi^gcries  was  a  great  evil 
•he  was  witting  to  allow ;  and  the  Bank 
JDireolors  likewise  allowed  and  laaoented 
ahe  fiict.  They  professed  their  utmost 
snlliDgness  to  attend  to  any  suggestion 
lor  cMcking  the  evil,  and  would  reoesvie 
frith  gratitade  any  oier  of  a  remedy. 
Many  pnojeetshad  been  already  examined 
by  them,  aad  others  would  l>e  attended 
to ;  bttt  when  it  was  considered  thatraaay 
experiments  wbich  had  been  tried  had 
tended  in  fiiikire,  he  diought  it  was  net 
asking  too  mach  from  the  opponents  of 
the  &nk  to  sUow  two  tiiings-lfirst,  that 
the  Dieactom  had  not  been  idle  or  negli- 
fent ;  and,  aecondly,  that  a  remedy  was 
not  so  easy  a  thing  as  some  people  seemed 
to  think.  He  would  recommend  to  the 
hon.  general  {the  member  ibr  Liverpool), 
Jiefore  he  ventnred  again  to  accuse  the 
Bank  of  making  no  attempts  to  preveat 
ftrgery.  to  be  a  little  better  informed,  and 
to  ioquire  into  what  they  had  reaily  done. 
Mr.  W.  SnM  said,  he  did  not  throk 
that  atrict  jostice  had  been  done  on  either 
aidb  in  this  debate.  His  faenaurable  friends 
aearhim  did  not  wish  to  monopolise  all 
the  hnaaanity  of  the  Home,  as  they  had 
benn  chargeili  with  a  desire  of  doing;  nor 
did  the  Bank  and  the  opponents  of  the 
aMdoB  appear  ao  averse  to  a  remedy  tar 
aa  acknowledged  evil  as  had  been  insi- 
nuated. All  must  acknowledge,  that  the 
preventioa  of  friraery  was  a  diiicait  un- 
dertaking, ABoapi  most  woaki  cenfeas 
that  every  thing  had  not  been  attenMitsd 
which  might  faaire  been  done.  The  ttnk 
appeared  to  him  to  have  committed  one 
arcar  in  acting  too  much  after  the  restric- 
tbn  aa  they  bad  done  belbieity  though  ai 
aeiy  altered  eiriaamUMiiiu.    Xhqr  Jmd 


acted  wrong*  in  hiliopbionk  ia  withboldiag 
ft^om  the  public  diat  criterion  by  which 
they  theuMidves  were  enabled  to  deten- 
mme  a  forgery.  The  Bank  mspectoite 
and  clerks  had  msvks  by  which  Ibey  dis^ 
tinguished  between  a  forgcid  note  and  a 
true  one,  but  they  kc^t  these  marks  from 
the  holders  of  these  notes,  and  thua 
deprived  them  4>£  all  means  of  detecting 
imposition.  In  America  there  was  a 
laborious,  and,  be  believed,  aeuceessful 
attempt  made  to  prevent  the  forgery  ef 
paper  dollars.  •  In  Scotland,  too,  it  was 
icnown  that  thene  had  been  no  £brgerae% 
though  the  circulation  eC  that  oounti^ 
was  email  notes  m  well  as  in  this.  This 
must  be  attributed  to  the  nature  of  the 
notes  themselves.  For  the  last  twenty 
years  no  new  attempt  had  been  made  te 
prevent  forgeries  of  the  Bank  of  England 
notes.  The  Bank  had  net  done  all  umtk 
could  to  remedy  the  evil  comnlainedo^ 
and  the  public  was  joined  by  tne  House 
in  thinking  so.  The  House  now  with  one 
accord  had  agreed  to  take  tome  method 
to  inquire  into  theaubject^  and  the  only 
question  was,  whether  the  method  pre*- 
poaed  in  the  aaotion  or  in  the  amendment 
was  <die  best  ?  He  was  of  opinion  that  a 
committee  could  best  sift  the  sabject,  and 
would  brtagaufficiant  skiU*  diligence,  and 
impartiality  to  the  examination  of  *any 
proposed  raaedy. 

Jar.  Cautm^  observed,  that  there  was 
but  one  opinion  in  the  House  as  to  the 
necessity  of  adopting  some  measure  to 
check  the  evd  complained  of;  aad  the 
question  now  to  be  decided  was,  what 
would  be  the  beat  course  to  pursue.  He 
differed  fiiom  the  hen.  and  learned  aentle^ 
man  who  had  brought  it  forward,  and 
eheald  vole  lor  the  amendment  of  his 
right  bon.  friend ;  but  be  only  did  ao  haN 
cause  in  his  conscience  he  believed  the 
ooaraewhsdh  he  had  sagaested  would  be 
most  likely  to  sapply  aa  cAcient  remedju 
if  a  csmmittee  were  appointed,  however 
'Competent  it  might  be  to  conduct  tha 
inquiry,  he  could  not  look  for  their  coming 
to  nay  practkal  condusion  in  the  prcasnfc 
aession.  A  commission  would  not  be 
liaUe  to  that  interruption  which  a  coai^ 
mittee  of  that  House  nnist  anticipate,  and 
from  their  diligence  be  expected  that  a 
oonclasion  would  be  come  to,  whiefa, 
though  not  a  speedy  one,  and  though  not 
one  that  would  do'  away  all  difficulties, 
vet  still  would  be  as  satisfiastory  as  could 
be  expected  from  the  aature  of  the  aub- 
jecti    The^naatiOBWiapravediabe 
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of  great  difficulty.  This  Decetsarily  re- 
sulted from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Bank 
Director  who  had  last  addressed  the 
House,  in  whatever  way  his  statements 
were  received.  But  ^e  last  speaker 
thought  the  Bank  had  not  done  enough  to 
prevent  forgeries,  as,  though  they  had 
rormed  a  criterion  for  themselves  by 
which  they  could  distinguish  a  good  note 
from  a  bad  one,  they  had  never  commu- 
nicated the  secret  to  thh  country  at  large. 
This  inconvenience,  he  apprehended,  must 
continue,  unless  some  one  should  discover 
a  way  by  which  the  means  of  detecting  a 
foreery  might  be  communicated  to  every 
boay,  without  any  danger  being  incurred 
of  such  knowledge  beine  made  use  of  to 
produce  a  new  counterfeit.  To  prevent 
forgeries,  it  seemed  desirable  that  some- 
thing more  artificial  and  more  elaborate 
in  its  execution  should  be  provided.  All 
came  to  this  at  last — that  tne  Bank  note 
would  he  less  likely  to  be  forged,  if  it 
Were,  like  one  of  Raphael's  pictures,  or 
the  Venus  de  Medici,  so  fin^y  executed 
that  imitation  was  almost  hopeless.  Sti- 
mulated as  talent  would  be  by  the  rewards 
that  he  anticipated  the  inquiry  about  to 
be  undertaken  would  hold  out  to  success- 
ful exertion  in  this  way,  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  disparagement  of  the  art  of 
engraving  not  to  look  forward  to  a  consi- 
derable, if  not  to  a  decisive  improvement. 
Though  he  admitted  the  evil  complained 
of  to  be  of  such  magnitude  as  to  call  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  best  means  of  checking 
ity  yet  he  did  not  believe  the  increase  of 
forgeries,  as  compared  with  the  increase 
of  other  crime,  so  great  as  had  been  as- 
•erted.  From  the  returns  made  to  the 
SecreUry  of  state's  office,  it  appeared  that 
in  1818  there  Imd  been  eighty-three  com- 
mittals for  forgery.  In  1817  there  were 
ninety-eight.  Here  was  a  lamentable  in- 
crease, but  it  was  nothing  like  what  was 
ffenerally  imagined  to  have  taken  place. 
In  1813  there  had  been  committed  for 
coming  189.  The  committals  for  the 
aame  offisnce  in  1817  were  S46.  In  the 
former  year  the  committals  for  burglaries 
were  287.  In  1817  they  were  627.  For 
larceny  there  were  committed  in  181S, 
4,600.  In  1817, 9,300.  Thus  it  would  be 
aeen  that  there  had  been  a  greater  increase 
in  other  crimes  than  in  forgeries.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  from  having  made 
these  statemenU,  it  would  not  be  for  a 
moment  supposed  that  he  meant  to  say 
there  was  not  such  an  increase  of  forgery 
aa  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Hpuee. 


He  was  aware  that  such  interference  was 
necessary,  but  he  thought  it  was  not 
right  to  send  forth  to  the  country  state* 
ments  which,  however  unfounded,  were 
from  their  nature  calculated  to  mislead 
and  distract  the  public  mind.  As  to  the 
observations  which  had  been  made  relative 
to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  grant- 
ing pardons  to  condemned  persons,  he 
should  not  attempt  to  weaken  the  force  of 
his  hon.  friend's  reply  by  speaking  on  the 
aubject  farther  than  by  observing,  that  it 
was  improper  to  call  that  selection  for 
ptmishment,  which  was  in  &ct  the  very 
converse  of  the  principle.  It  was  a  seleo- 
tion  for  exemption.  Such  a  power  was 
given  and  used  for  a  purpose  diferent 
from  a  desire  of  punishment.  It  was  a 
power  the  exercise  of  which  must  afford 
the  most  unspeakable  satisfaction.  Bat 
if  blame  was  to  be  laid  where  the  inter- 
f^ence  of  the  Crown  had  not  been  used, 
such  a  prerogative,  instead  of  being  a 
glory  and  a  pleasure,  would  become  a 
cause  of  anxiety  and  a  curse.  On  such 
occasions  as  that  of  granting  mercy^  it  waa 
the  business  of  the  advisers  of  the  Crown 
to  inquire  and  point  out  the  obiecta 
deserving  the  royal  clemency,  ana  he 
hoped  tlM3  day  should  never  arrive  when 
the  advisers  of  the  Crown  were  to  be 
called  to  account  for  such  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  their  duty.  On  the  subject 
more  immediately  before  them,  he  should 
observe,  that  it  merited  their  support,  as 
being  one  which  tended  to  improve  the 
morals  of  society.  The  necessity  of  some 
alteration  was  admitted.  That  whatever 
had  been  hitherto  done  on  the  subject  waa 
ineffisctual,  was  also  admitted  by  those 
who  opposed  as  well  as  those  who  sup- 
ported tbe  amendment.  The  dry  ques- 
tion now  before  the  House  was,  in  what 
mode  could  they  most  efficaciously  inter- 
fere to  check  an  evil  which  was  oonfea- 
sedlyereat?  A  commission  to  him  ap- 
peared preferable  to  a  committee.  He 
should  not  so  much  object  to  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  as  he 
now  did,  if  it  had  been  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session.  But,  wishing 
that  what  tbey  did  should  not  go  merely 
to  allay  a  temporary  clamour,  or  to  excite 
a  fallacious  hope, — wishing  that  to  be 
done  which  would  confer  a  substantial  and 
lasting  benefit  on  the  country— be  should 
vote  tor  the  amendment. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  rose  to  reply. 
He  said,  he  was  glad  to  perceive  that  oft 
both  sidbB  of  the  House  tbe  neceaaity  of 
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lUTC  of  hiquirv  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  admitted,  even  by  those  who  op- 
posed the  motion,  that    the  evil  was  of 
sach  raagnitade  as  to  eall  for  some  inter- 
ference, and  that  the  efforts  hitherto  made 
by  the  Bank  to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress 
of  forgery  were  not  so  successful  as  to 
render  farther  inTestigation  unnecessary. 
The  only  choice  to  be  made  was  between 
the  two  modes  of  inquiry  proposed.    He 
had  always  heard  his  hon,  and  learned 
friend    (sir  Arthur  Piggott)    with   the 
greatest  deference  and  attention,  upon  this 
as  upon  every  other  subject.    He  wished, 
however,  that  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
he  had  not  endeavoured  to  convert  it  into 
a  personal  question ;  that  he  had  argued 
upon  the  extent  of  the  evil  and  the  mode 
of  remedying  it,  without  entering  into  any 
defence   of   the   Bank   directors.      No 
charge  was  brought  against  them.    De- 
fence therefore  was  unnecessary.    It  was 
iiowever  unavoidable,  that  they  should 
create  dietrust  and  aversion  in  the  public 
mind  by  that  selection  which  was  pursued 
in  prosecutions  for  forgery.    It  was  said, 
that  he  had  exaggerated  the  increase  of 
forgeries,  and  a  comparative  statement  of 
crimes  was  produced  to  countenance  the 
assertion.    The  plausibility  of  this  state* 
ment  rested  on  the  number  of  executions 
for  forgery,  not  upon  the  number  of  con- 
victions and  much  less  of  prosecutions. 
He  did  not  confine  his  view  of  the  case 
^o  the  number  of  executions  alone.    He 
iiad  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  prosecutions  instituted  on  the  ground 
of  forgery  for  twenty->one  years  previous 
to  the  fiiank  Restriction,  and  for  twenty* 
one  years  subsequent  to  it*    in  the  former 
period  there  were  only  six  prosecutions, 
while  in  the  latter  the  numoer  amounted 
to  860.    During  the  fourteen  ^ears  im* 
mediately  preceding  the  restriction  the 
prosecutions  were  but  four.    In  the  fol- 
lowing fourteen  years  they  were  4<H.    It 
was  said  that  in  the  early  periods  of  the 
•suspension  of  cash  payments  the  progress 
of  forgery  was  slow.     How,  then  could 
f^tlemen  account  for  ito  mat  and  rapid 
increase  immediately  after  ?    It  might  be 
said  that  prosecutions  for  forgery  were 
not  a  good  criterion  to  judse  by.    For 
the  purpose  of  showing  this,  reference 
was  had  to  three  or  four  years  of  the 
middle  of  the  last  century.    The  reference 
was  useless  and  inapplicable  to  the  pre* 
aeot  purpose ;  because,  at  stich  a  distance 
of  time,  it  could  not  be  now  made  out, 
whether  these  prosecutions  took  fdaoe  fiw 


forgeries  upon  the  Bank  or  upon  private 
individuals.  He  founded  his  motion  upoft 
the  vast  increase  of  convictions  which 
had  taken  place  withm  the  twenty-one 
years.  But  to  come  to  the  question. 
The  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer  said,  that  the  necessary  secrecy 
of  such  an  investigation  as  that  proposed 
would  not  be  consistent  with  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  committees  of  that  House* 
How  was  this  to  be  reconciled  with  the 
willingness  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  to  agree  to  the 
committee,  if  it  had  been  proposed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session? 
He  saw  no  reason  why  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commonsshould  not  be  entrusted 
with  any  secrets  necessary  to  be  comma* 
nicated  in  such  an  inquiry  as  that  pro* 
posed.  He  could  not  believe  that  the 
House  deserved  so  severe  a  censure  as  to 
say,  that  twentjT'one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  composed  it  were  not  to  be  trusted 
with  secrets  referring  to  this  subject.  He 
could  not  weigh  the  value  of  the  objection 
oSered  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last  upon  the  ground  of  time,  be* 
cause  he  did  not  know  when  government 
might  judge  it  convenient  for  their  own 
purposes,  to  advise  a  dissolution  of  parUsK 
ment.  But  paltry  election  views  were  not 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  a  question 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  public 
No  political  arrangement,  no  interestal 
views  of  party,  should  outweigh  the  para- 
mount duty  of  investigating  a  subject  in 
which  the  lives  of  human  beings  were  con- 
cerned, if  a  royal  commission  were  ap- 
pointed, no  report  could  be  made  before 
January  or  February,  and  in  the  mean* 
time  the  whole  evil  was  continued.  It 
had  been  said,  **  and  wretches  hang  that 
jurymen  may  dine;"  but  it  was  now  for 
the  first  time  urged  that  human  beings 
ought  to  be  executed  in  order  that  gen- 
tlemen might  a  little  sooner  reach  Uieir 
country  houses.  He  saw  no  reason  for 
delay  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee. 
The  only  objection  to  it  was  such  as  mi- 
nisters alone  could  create  bv  an  early  dis- 
solution of  parliament.  All  that  was  ne- 
cessary mignt  be  done  in  a  month.  Even 
if  more  time  were  required,  that  could  be 
no  reason  for  delegating  the  functions  of 
the  House  to  a  royal  conunission.  The 
members  of  that  House  were  the  most 
proper  persons  to  enter  into  the  inquiry, 
it  was  dbjected  that  it  was  unusual  to  rerer 
maMefs  of  sdence  to  a  committee.  Was 
thoe  not  a  commitlcm  some  time  back 
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wfli^s  JKid  niaas«BPe«i  m  very  oow- 
ted  queadon  which  requirad  oo  BmaU 
ied^  of  the  naiherantics?     Was 


Laid  ^icMiyfoii  moved,  as  an  aaaandiaant 
Iheneto*  to  bane  out  Ae  wonds  **iani 
aftber  bankers*  tad  other  ae^adaUa  aMuii- 


ihare  not  also  a  conuaittae  ii|K>n  the  £lgiii    ties«"  ai  it  Hat  evidently  tbe  object  t/iha 


jnaiUas  ^  The  fcnatar  convnittae*  though 
OQlbJog  deciiKva  ^bb  daae  in  coaaequenoe 
af  t^or  veportv  fltiU  brought  a  very  valu* 
able  bady  of  iitforiiiation  together.  Aa 
foveatigatioa  by  cww iaiian  wodUl  not,  he 
ma  conviDcady  xiemovta  the  distnitt  aad 
jcelaBaBy  of  the  pnblic.  They  redly  be- 
JiBved  that  there  vaa  a  oeoi^aet  betwaea 
the  Bank  aad  Ae  government.  The 
a(ipakitaKnt  of  a  cammlsaoa  would  theA 
appear  to  theaa  nothing  oMMre  than  tha 
adection  of  mdividuab  to  try  (heir  own 
finandB.  Tha  public  oould  expect  nolhiag 
ffiaai  auch  a  oomoiiision  but  flubaenriency 
and  cfitiuBioo*  The  report  of  a  committee 
WDuki  produce  quite  a  contrary  iotprei- 
akxi*  Such  leparts  ware  of  the  higheiC 
vakia:  they  conwyed  at  all  times  mott 
uaefid  aad  impartaat  infomation;  they 
kept  v^  Am  character  of  the  House,  and 
leadad  liace  t^an  any  thing  else  to  aup- 
pott  the  veapeot  of  parliament.  Thej 
vere  saw  odlad  upon  to  desert  tbeir 
faftetiaoty  and  to  delegate  theai  to  a  com- 
BDMsion  diosan  by  tbe  Crown,  of  which  it 
was  their  duty  to  ha  jealous.  If  they  did 
not  maintain  tawarda  the  Crown  a  proud 
imi  raspactfui  titlAtada,  and  towards  the 
paada  one  of  pratectioo  and  support,  they 
womd  imura  their  own  chanaofter,  thay 
waaki  ml  in  the  coaiideBce  of  tha  eoun- 
try«  and  alienate  from  tbaraaslves  that 
nspeot  which '  it  was  dasirdbla  by  all 
meaaa  to  increiase.  For  tfaeie  reasons,  he 
wotdd  prefer  a  committee  to  a  commis- 
mon*  The  Directon  of  the  Bank,  aad 
aome  of  their  friends,  seemed  indUTeraat 
iii4iich  was  appointed.  He  could  not, 
thercfiwe,  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Tha  quasdoa  being  put,  ««  That  the 
words  ^propumA  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
o^  tfaafueetion:" 

Ayes  ••••••••••••«• ••••••••    o« 

Moes 106 

Majority*  •••••..•••••••  ••••«•  44* 

.  The  Cbanodlor  of  tha  Exchniaar  that 
BU>vad»  **  That  the  wofdt,  *  an  iMmiUe 
'  Addrea  be  pveaeated  to  his  royal  high- 

<  ness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  be  will  be 

*  gradoofly  pleased  to  isswa  a  coanMsioa 

<  zander  the  gioat  seal  fijr  the  appaiatmant 
« of  commisaiooers  to  consider  of  the  beat 

*  uMans  ^  paeventiar  the  ibigery  of  fwo* 

<  aMsaarjr  Dotaa  iiiaed  by  «ba  Bank  of  Bng- 

<  iand  and  elfaar  bankers,  aad  other  nago- 

f  ikdblajstoatias;  be  aMad  mMad  tbenn 

of." 


House  that  the  inquiry  should  be  confined 
to  Bank  of  £ngland  notes,  wfauere  alone 
the  evil  existed. 

The  ChamcMor  ^  ike  Exckeqiter  said, 
that  he  wished  the  invcattgatioa  to  be  ge- 
neral, and  not  directed  aiereiy  against 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  af  Ea^land. 

Mr.  John  Smkh  wai  ia  &vour  of  the 
oomausaion,  but  he  saw  oo  pretence  £ot 
empowering  the  coanalarioners  to  eater 
into  the  houses  of  bankers  in  the  country, 
apon  whom  no  fargeries  had  heea  coa^ 
mitted* 

Lord  Cadkreadi  eaid,  that  if  the  mai^ 
•unewas  coi^necf  exclusively  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  it  would  seem  Mke  hoidiag 
them  up iavidiously  as  the  onhrbaaldag 
company  whose  notes  were  liab»  to  fcm- 
geiy.  The  measure  proposed  was  net  a 
penal  one  against  the  Buik  af  England^ 
Dwt  a  pratccting  one,  and  thafa&MO 
ought  to  extend  to  ail  bankers  who  is» 
au«i  notes. 

Mr.  Tsarnay  said,  that  Ika  rif^t  ban* 
gantlaaHUi,  ky  this  prof>otittoo,  wished  ta 
safton  the  tnconvenienoe  af  the  inquiry  ta 
the  Bmik  directors  by  telling  them  that 
he  thought  othem  as  bad  as  thenselica. 
The  wlmle  of  the  debate  of  tha  ovening 
had  arisen  on  the  ganarsl  notoriety  that 
an  excessive  proportion  of  the  notes  af 
the  Baak  ef  England,  and  of  the  Bank  af 
Englaad  only,  were  lbi;geries.  To  adopt 
the  proposiuon  of  tha  nght  hon.  gaatl^ 
man  wauld  be  to  commit  a  gross  im^m^ 
tioe ;  for  it  would  he  to  proclaim  to  tha 
whalecauntry,  that  tbe  notes  of  country 
bankers  stood  on  tha  same  footing  as  die 
notes  of  tha  Baak  of  England,  which  was 
not  true.  With  such  powers  the  inquiry 
would  do  more  harm  than  goad.  Bat 
perhaps  the  right  hon.gentteoMn  might 
resort  to  his  old  expedieat,  aad  aar  that 
this  proposition  of  his  was  a  nastwe  [a 
laugh]« 

Mr.  LjfUebou  observed,  Aat  Ibero 
wore  low  cases  »  whtdi  he  coaoaived 
that  it  was  jastifiaUe  ta  move  an  adfoora* 
mant ;  but  that  if  any  one  evar  existed, 
it  was  die  present,  when  a  nsodoa  wta 
aaddealy  aMxie  afiBCtmg  the  mOeiaats  ted 
dunrader  of  a  nuBMraos  body  of  aaopla. 
With  a  view,  diarafao,  to  give  farthar 
lima  far  the  considaaadoB  of  ao  nmortaat 
a  queationy  ha  would  move^  ^  That  die 
do  oow  od|pvn;'-»Tlit  Bp^dnr 
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waft  aboirif  to  not  the  ouestian  of  adjottrn- 
ment,' when  Mr.  Lyttelton  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  it  until  the  House  should  have 
expressed  diar  sense  of  his  noble  friend^s 
amendment  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's 
motion. 

Mr.  Pratheroe  could  see  no  possible 
reason  for  extending  the  inquinr  of  the 
commissioners  to  the  bills  and  bonds  of 
merchants,  for  what  else  did  the  wovdft 
**and  other  negotiable  secarities''  mean  i 
There  was  no  complaint  relative  to  these 
securities.  Commercial  men  wanted  no 
aiterafiion  in  their  mode  of  transacting 
businen,  and  he  wonld  decidedly  object 
to  have  this  laboor  superadded  to  the  in* 
qniry  of  the  commissioners.  The  result 
wouM  be,  that  their- lalyours  must  be  in* 
termiiaabfe.  He  hsd  voted  for  the  com- 
mission by  the  Crown,  but' he  would  ob- 
ject so  its  extension  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed. 

The  Ckmiulhar  tf'  ihe^  Exchequer  mA^ 
the  hon.  gentleman*  was  mistaken  when  he 
thonaht  the  inquiry  would  extend  to 
bon£  or  deeds  of  any  kind.  The  words 
*< negotiable  securities"  in  ordinarjr Ian- 
guagei  and  so  far  a»  he  knew,  even  m  the 
strictest  sense,  meant  no  more  than  in- 
struments such  as  promissory  notes  and 
bills  of  exchange. 

Mr.  Gifjfs  begged  to  know  whether,  if 
the  commission  should  be  appointed  ac- 
cording to  the  motion  befbre  the  House, 
and  should  report  that  Bank  of  England 
m)tes,  in  consequence  of  their  being  legal 
tenders,  should,  to  secure  them  against 
forgeries,  be  engraved  in  a  most  expen- 
sive way^  that  therefore  country  banks 
would  be  compelled  to  have  their  notes 
engraved  in  the  same  expensive  manner. 

The  Chanoelhr  o/*  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  nothing  compulsory  was  contemplated 
by  the  measure. 

Mr.  JV,  Smith  put  it  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther the  whole  tenor  of  what  had  been 
said  since  the  division,  did  not  show  that 
the  particular  proposition  in  ouestion,,  al- 
though certainly  tne  words  existed  in  the 
address  moved  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man,  as  an  amendment  to  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  motion,  never  entered  into 
the  head  of  anj- member  on  either  side  of 
the  House  during  the  first  part  of  die  de- 
bate. It  met  witti  his  unequivocal  oppo- 
sldov. 

The  quesdon  being  put,  <«That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  lefc  out  stand  part 
of  the  Amendment,'^ 

The  House  divided: 


Ayes i dT 

Noes , T5 

Majority --If 

As  soon  as  the  divisioo  was  over,  Mr. 
Lyitelton  noted,  that  the  House  do  now 
aojowiib  Thereupon  die  Chanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said^  that  rather  than  have  IIm 
business  of  die  House  interrapted,  ho 
would  withdraw  his  amendknent,  and 
HSakeit  extend  to  the  Bank  of  England 
i^one.  This  cieated  some  embafraasiaenCy 
as  the  House  had  airsadv  voted  the 
amendment  as  proposed  by  the  ChmiceHoi 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  it  was  too  late  fo 
withdraw  it* 

The  Speaker  said,  it  appeased  to-  him 
that  die  only  war  of  getting  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  this:  the  di^sion  haviiMP 
i»ken  ^ace  by  which  it  w«s  deteranneQ 
that  the  whole  of  the  worda  moved  at  aa 
amendment  to  the  original  motion  should 
be  adopted  in  prefbrenee  to  that  motfion^ 
if  was  not  competent  tocmove  that  o-pM 
of  those  words  should  tie  left  out.  The 
only  course,  in  his  opinioui  would  be  to 
negative  the  entire  address  as  it  stood^ 
with  the  view  of  then  moving  another  so 
framed  as  to  omit  the  passage  in  qoestbn. 

Aftet  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wynn, 
this  recommendation  was  adopted,  and 
the  address  was  negatived.  The  Chan« 
celkir  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved» 
after  the  word  <•  that,"  to  add  the  words 
**  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Ma 
royal  highness  the  Prmce  Regenti  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  a 
commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  inquire 
into  the  best  meana  of  preventing  forgenp 
of  Promissory  Notes  issued  by  the  Buae 
of  England  payable  to  bearer  on  deaMod*** 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  h#  cotdd 
have  no  objection  to  this  proposition,  if 
the  majority  had  no  objection  to  it.  What 
pleased  him  most  was  the  unhappy  situa* 
tion  of  the  Bank  Directors,  for  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  noble  lord,  they 
would,  by  this  motion  of  the  right  hott« 
gentleman,  be  invidiously  held  up  as  per- 
sons against  whom  alone  it  was  necessary 
to  take  precautions  [a  laugh]. 

Lord  Castierea^  remonstrated  against 
this  remark  of  the  right  hon.  gentmmaii 
as  uttftir.  Usin^  the  phrase  in  its  parlia- 
mentary sense,  it  was  unreasonable  and 
vexatious.  The  fact  was  simply  this:  his 
right  hon.  friend,  finding  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  disposed  to  persevere  in 
moving  die  question  of  adjournment,  and 
being  unwilling  that  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
1  • 
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lie  bosiDcss  which  stood  for  that  erening 
should  be  impeded,  had  consented  to 
withdraw  a  proposition  to  which  no  very 
great  importance  was  attached. 

Mr.  JV.  Smith  considered  it  much  better 
to  retract  an  error  than  to  persist  in  it, 
and  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
shown  abundant  good  sense  and  good 
temper  on  this  occasion.  He  hoped  that 
the  majority  who  voted  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  also  had  the  good  fortune 
to  convince  themselves  of  the  unimport- 
ance of  the  proposition  in  support  of 
which  they  divided ;  and  if  so,  he  begged 
leave  to  congratulate  them  on  their  facility 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
be  was  very  ready  to  acknowledge  that  he 
bad  been  in  an  error.  He  was  sure  that 
those  members  who  did  him  the  honour 
to  vote  with  him  for  the  other  address, 
^ould  feel  that  the  error  was  in  having 
contested  a  point,  which,  after  all, was  not 
worth  contending  for. 

The  main  question  as  amended,  was 
then  agreed  to. 


List  of  the  Minority 

Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Althorp,  vise 
Barham,  J.  F 
Babington,  Thos. 
Baring,  sir  Thos. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Blair,  T.  U. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Brougnam,  Henry 
Browne,  A. 
Calcraft,  John 
CarharoptoD,  earl 
Carter,  John 
Cocks,  J. 
Curwen,  J. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Douglas,  D.  S. 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Gasco^ne,  gen. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Heron,  sirKobt. 
Hornby,  Edward 
Hurst,  R. 
King,  sir  J.  D. 
Latouche,  Robert 
Leader,  W. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Lyttellon,  hon.  W.  H. 
Marryat,  J. 
Martm,  John 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 


on  the  Jirst  Division, 

Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  P. 
Mordaunt,  sir  C. 
Morland,  S.  B. 
Morpeth,  viscount 
Mostyn,  sir  T. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
North,  Dudley 
Ord,  W. 

Osborne,  lord  F. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Pamelly  sirH. 
Parnell,  W. 
Phillimore,  Dr. 
Powlcttjhon.W.J.F. 
Philips,  G. 
Preston,  R. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Sefton,  earl 
Sharp,  Richard 
Spencer,  lord  R. 
Smith,  John 
Smith,  Robt. 
Talbot,  R.  W. 
Tavistock,  marquis  of 
Thornton,  een. 
Tierney,  rt.  non.  G 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Webster,  sirG. 
Wynn,  C.  W.  W. 


Motion  respectiko  the  treatment 
OF  Count  Las  Cases.]  Mr.  •/.  P.  Grant 
taidi  that  in  moving  for  the  correspond- 


ence with  his  majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  state  for  the  home  department,  relative 
to  the  transportation  of  Count  Las-  Cases 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Great 
Britain,  and  from  thence  to  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  he  was  anxious  to  give  his  ma^ 
jesty's  ministers  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
proving the  statements  whicb  were  in  cir- 
culation with  respect  to  the  treatment  of 
that  unfortunate  individual.    If  the  state* 
ment  which  he  had  received  relative  to  the 
treatment  of  this  person  were  true*  he  waa 
sure  the  House  would  agree  that  he  had 
been  used  with  most  unjustifiable  severity. 
It  appeared  thi^t  he  was  shipped  from  St.. 
Helena  and  carried  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  where  he  was  conveyed,  as  was^ 
stated,  by  order  of  the  governor  there* 
many  miles  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, and  kept  there  among  savages  for  le* 
veral  months ;   that  then  he  was  shipped 
for  England ;  that  when  the  ship  in  whicb ' 
he   was  conveyed    had   arrived  in  the 
Thames,  he  was  not  permitted  to  land,, 
but  that  all  his  papers  were  seized,  and  he* 
himself  trans-shipped    immediately    and 
conveved  to  Ostend.    No  sooner  had  he 
landed  at  Ostend,  than  he  was  seised  as  a 

1>risoner  by  the  government  of  the  Netber- 
ands,  treated  with  great  severity,  and 
then  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Frankfort,  and 
delivered  even  to  the  Prussian  government, 
within  the  territories  of  which  he  was  since 
detained  under  the  surveillance  of  the  po- 
lice.   The  House  had  conferred,  by  the 
Alien  act,  on  the  government  of  the  coua* 
try,  a  power  of  sending  aliens,  whom  they 
suspected  of  dangerous  designs,  out  of 
Great  Britain.    It  would  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  tlie  House,  that  when  the  Alien 
act  was  last  passed,  among  other  amend- 
ments he  had  proposed  one,  that  aliens 
whom  the  government  wished  to  ship  out 
of  this  country,  should  be  allowed  to  fix 
the  place  of  their  destination,  if  thev  could 
procure  shipping  within  a  reasonable  time» 
m  order  that  they  misht  not  be  delivered 
over  bound  into  the  hands  of  their  ene* 
my.*   He  had  then  been  answered  by  the 
noble  lord,  that  to  suppose  that  the  go- 
vernment would  take  tne  advantage  of 
sending  any  person  out  of  this  country^ 
under  the  Alien  act,  to  deliver  him  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  was  to  suppose 
what  was  wholly  impossible ;  and  when  he 
had  argued,  that  by  connexion  with  fo* 
reign  eovemments  all  power  of  aajrlum 
might  be  taken  away,  and  that  thus  the 
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.unfortunate  persons  who  took  refuge  in 
this  country  ironi  their  prosecutors,  might 
be  delivered  into  tbe  hands  of  those  very 
persons  from  whom  they  were  flying,  he 
.  was  told  that  such  a  supposition  was  alto- 
geUier  groundless*  and  the  amendment 
was  negatived.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be 
true  that  count  Las  Cases  was  sent  to 
Ostend  in  consequence  of  communications 
with  any  foreign  governments.  Perhaps  it 
.  might  not  be  true  that  advantage  was  taken 
of  that  communication  to  seize  him  by  gens 
d'armes,  and  convey  him  to  the  Prussian 
.  dominions.  But  even  if  this  was  not  true, 
,an  amendment  ought  to  be  introduced 
into  the  bill  to  prevent  that  from  being 
done  which  was  an  act  of  great  injustice. 
Whether  or  not  count  Las  Cases  ought  to 
.  have  been  removed  from  St.  Helena,  and 
conveyed  to  this  country,  was  a  question 
into  which  he  would  not  now  enter ;  but 
at  all  e%'ents  it  was  improper  to  take  ad- 
▼antase  of  the  powers  given  by  this  act  in 
combmation  with  any  foreign  government, 
to  deliver  him  up  to  any  power  to  which 
he  was  obnoxious.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  concluded  with  moving  for, 
'*  Copies  of  all  Correspondence  with  his 
majesty's  prilcipal  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department,  relative  to  the 
transportation  of  the  Count  Las  Cases 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  Great 
Britain,  and  thence  to  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  together  with  Conies  of  all  Orders 
which  have  been  given  relative  thereto  by 
the  said  secretary  of  state." 

Lord  Casilereagh  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  inform  himself  with  respect  to 
the  treatment  of  count  Las  Cases  previous 
to  bis  arrival  in,  and  while  in  this  country, 
be  would  have  ascertained  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  treatment  were  differ* 
ent  from  what  he  had  represented  them 
to  be— he  would  have  found  that  the  sa- 
rages  to  whom  he  had  been  sent  at  the 
Cape,  were  such  persons  as  he  would  find 
in  the  house  which  was  occupied  by  the 
governor  of  the  Cape,  to  which  he  was 
sent  as  beingone  of  the  best  houses  of  the 
settlement.  The  House  would  not  be  sur- 

Srised  that  the  govemnsent  had  thought 
t  to  adopt  precautionary  measures  with 
respect  to  count  Las  Cases,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  been  detected  in 
establishing  a  correspondence  between 
the  prisoner  at  St.  Helena,  and  certain 
persons  in  Europe  attached  to  his  interest, 
and  that  part  of  this  plan  was  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution  in  this  country.  The 
(V0L.XXXVI1L) 


hon.  and  learned  gentleoum  had  said,  that 
he  had  wished  to  procure  the  adoption  of 
a  regulation  to  aliens,  not  allowed  to  re- 
main in  this  country,  the  power  of  choos- 
ing their  own  port,  and  ship,  and  giving 
their  own  time  of  departure,  with  the  view 
of  preventing  any  alien  from  being  deliver- 
ed up  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy,— >but 
that  parliament  had  thought  it  niore  ad- 
visable to  give  a  discretionary  power  to 
government*  Had  count  Las  Cases  been 
sent  to  France,  then  there  might  have  been 
some  ground  for  saying,  that  he  had  been 
given  up  to  his  enemy ;  but  he  had  not 
been  sent  to  France  but  to  Ostend ;  and 
he  could  assure  thq  House,  that,  as  far^ 
he  knew,  count  Las  Cases  had  not  tbe 
slightest  objection  to  Ostend,  and  gave  no 
preference  to  any  other  port.  The  go* 
vernment  of  this  country  had  not  deliver- 
ed him  over  to  any  other  government,  but 
had  sent  him  to  Ostend  as  the  nearest 
port  to  which  he  could  be  sent,  except  a 
port  of  France.  For  whatever  might  have 
passed  with  other  powers,  who  might 
think  it  more  safe  that  persons  of  this  aefl« 
cription  should  not  reside  on  the  bordeis 
of  France,  the  government  of  this  country 
was  not  responsible.  'He  had  been  landed 
at  Ostend,  as  any  other  passenger  would 
have  been  landed,  from  the  packet  boat. 
As  to  any  alleged  harshness  in  the  seizure 
and  detention  of  his  papers,  nothing  could 
be  more  forbearing  than  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  treated  in  this  respect :  bia 
papers  were  sealed  up  with  his  own  seal, 
m  his  own  presence,  by  the  messenger 
who  was  sent  to  inform  him  that  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  land.  They  were  dis- 
patched with  the  seals  unbroken  to  Os- 
tend; and  they  were  sent  to  Ostend  in  tbe 
belief  that  when  they  reached  that  place 
he  would  be  there.  When  the  papers  how- 
ever reached  Ostend  he  had  been  removed 
from  it,  but  a  letter  had  since  been  re- 
ceived from  him  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  papers  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  sealed  up. 

Mr.  Tierneif  said,  it  was  certainly  very 
singular,  that  when  count  Las  Cases  ar- 
rived at  Ostend  two  gens  d*armes  should 
be  waiting  to  seize  him.  This  was  not 
likely  in  the  case  of  an  arrival  of  which  no 
notice  had  been  given.  He  trusted  that 
the  noble  lord  would  be  able  to  clear  up 
this  fact.  What  difficulty  could  the  noble 
lord  have  in  producins  the  papers  moved 
for?  The  noble  lord  had  saia  there  was 
no  communication  with  any  foreign  go- 
vernment on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  ce^ 
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tm&lya  most  extraordinary  eircimistanoe, 
that  when  a  man  arriyes  at  Oatend  in  an 
EnglUh  veasel,  he  should  be  by  accident 
seised  by  gens  d'armes  waiting  to  appre- 
hend him.  The. papers  mored  for  would 
show  that  no  communioatton  4)ad  been 
n[iBde  to  any  foreign  government,  to  pre- 
pare it  to  seize  count  Las  Cases  as  soon 
as  he  arrived.  For  the  credit  of  the  Alien 
bill  he  hoped  the  noble  lord  would  consent 
to  the  production  of  these  papers.  The 
great  point  to  be  ascertained  was,  as  it  did 
appear  that  he  was  apprehended  imme- 
diately on  his  arrivali  whether  this  was  not 
in  consequence  of  a  communication  made 
from  this  government  to  another  govem- 
meift. 

Mr.  Gotdbnm  said,  he  thought  the  noble 
lord  had  stated  distinctly  that  no  commu- 
nication whatever  had  taken  place  with 
respect  to  the  removal  of  count  Las  Gases 
wita  any  other  government.    In  no  coun- 
try was  more  tenderness  shown  to  persons 
or  Che  description  of  count  Las  Cases, 
thin  the  country  to  the  principal  port  of 
which  he  was  sent.  As  to  the  being  seized 
by  gens  d'armes  immediately  on  landing, 
as  this  information  must  have  been  derived 
from  count  Las  Cases  himself,   he  was 
rather  disposed  to  doubt  it.    Count  Las 
•Cases  was  in  the  habit  of  stating  facts  in 
mich  a  manner  as  to  bear  a  totally  diftrent 
impression  from  what  the  facets  themselves 
^ould  bear.  The  account  he  had  given  of 
ihe  governor's  house  was  an  instance.    If 
he  represented  facts  in  this  way,  which 
could  be  so  eanly  ascertained,  i^diat  'cre- 
dit could  be  due  to  statements  in  cases  | 
where  no  one  here  could  icnoir  any  thing 
'  respecting  them  ?    On  knowing  that  he 
would  arrive  in  this  comitry,  information 
was  sent  to  his  wife  at  Paris,  that  she  might 
say  where  she  chose  to  meet  him.  She  said 
she  would  prefer  meeting  him  in  London, 
but  if  not  allowed  to  meet  him  there,  any 
other  port  was  indifferent  to  her. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  said,  it  was  not  denied 
that  count  Las  Cases  had  been  seized  by 
gens  d'armes,  immediately  on  landing 
at  Ostend ;  but  it  had  been  denied  that 
any  direct  or  indirect  communication  on 
this  subject  had  taken  place  with  any  go- 
vernment of  the  contment.  Bot  would 
the  noble  lord  affirm,  that  no  direct  or  in- 
direct communication  was  made  to  the 
minbters  of  any  foreign  government  in 
this  country,  of  the  port  to  wMch  they  in- 
tended to  convey  count  Las  Cases  i 

Lord  Casilereagh  denied  that  any  such 
eommmtfci^D  had  ever  itktn  ^ace  with 


the  minteters  of  any  fordga  goverttneiit 
in  this  couotiy. 

Mr.  /.  P.  Granif  in  reply,  said*  it  was 
certainly  singular  that  m  the  countiy 
where  persons  like  count  Laa  Cases  wef  e 
treated  with  most  tenderness,  two  gens 
d'armes  should  be  in  readiness  to  appre- 
hend him  on  his  landing.  If  the  statement 
on  this  subject  was  not  true,  this  wouM 
surely  appear  from  the  production  of  tUe 
papers  moved  for,  from  which  no  bad  r6« 
suits  could  arise.  He  would  not  put  the 
House  to  the  trouble  of  dividing.  He  was 
happy  to  hear  it  stated  by  the  noble  lord 
that  there  had  been  no  communication 
with  any  foreign  government  on  sending 
count  Las  Cases  out  of  this  country; 
but  he  would  have  been  still  more  happy 
to  have  seen  this  establbhed  by  the  pro- 
duction of  papers. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

List  of  the  Minority  on  Mr,  Tieme^^s 
Motion  on  the  State  of  the  Circulating 
Medium^  and  the  Resumption  qf  Cadi 
Pajfmenis  iy  the  Bank*    ([See  p.  498.3 
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Friday^  May  15. 

.  Kbw  CHuacHSs  BiLX..]  The  order 
UOQD  whi<^  their  lordships  were  sununon- 
ea  being  read. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerppol  moved  the  read- 
ing of  that  part  of  the  Prince  Resent** 
Sgeecli,  ^i  the  commencement  of  ths 
aesaioo,  which  recomoiended  an  increase 
qt  the  number  of  places  of  public  worship^ 
aijid  which  was  accordingly  read. 

The  Aoble  earl  then,  pursuant  to  his 
i^ptico,  proceede4  to  move  for  the  second 
CBth^iog  of  the  above  bill ;  in  doiog^  which 
b^  s^mI  that  he  felt  he  was  proposing  the 
moat  ifl^portant  mmure  he  had  ever  sub- 
outted  to  their  lordships*  consideration. 
l^hfii,  been  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
a  flMasiire  of  this  nature  long  ago,  but 
?arious  circuinstances  in  the  situation  of 
Ibe  country  had  caused  delay ;  and  it  was 
besidesy  his  most  anxious  desire  that  the 
Inject  should  not  be  proposed  without 
the  most  thorough  deliberation.  It  was 
necessary  not  only  to  look  at  the  measure 
aaa  whole,  but  to  consider  how  far  it 
paiaht  be  practicable  in  all  its  details,  in 
order  that  no  crude  and  ill  digested  plan 
might  be  brought  forward.  A  measure 
wUch  was  the  result  of  bis  own  iQvestiga- 
tioBSy  and  of  the  deliberations  of  those 
whom  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  consult* 
bad  come  up  from  the  other  House,  and 
]vas  now  to  oe  decided  on  by  their  lord- 
fhips.  He  should  briefly  explain  the 
g^ttods  on  which  the  measure  had  been 
proposed,  referring  to  the  returns  on  the 
labia  of  the  House,  in  support  of  his  state- 
BMBl.  In  considering  the  important  sub- 
ject of  the  deBciency  of  churcnes,  the  first 
ahiag  that  suggested  itself  to  many  per- 
gOQr  nodi,  was,  th»t  the  evil  was  of  so 
ffftt  a  mifoitude  that  m  complete  re* 


nsedy  could  be  applied.    But  if  this  were 
true  to  the  extent  U>  which  it  had  been 
stated,  or  true  in  any  considerable  degree, 
still  it  would  be  possible  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  good,  and  there  coukl  be  no  rea- 
son for  not  attempting  all  the  good  which 
could  possibly  be  done.    He  was,  how* 
ever,  happy  to  say  that;  the  measure  now 
before  their  lordships,  if  it  did  not  come 
up  to  the  wishes  of  every  man,  would  a€ 
least  substantially  e&ct  what  had  been  so 
long  desired.    It   would,  in  its  resultSp 
l^ve  the  most  beneficial  effiects  on  the  re- 
hgion»  morality,  and  general  instruction  of 
tbcountry.  He  had  said,  that  the  evil  ap* 
peered  to  many  $o  great  as  to  be  past  all 
remedy ;  but  those  who  thought  so  had 
taken  an  erroneous  view  of  the  auestion : 
they  had,  like  a  most  respectable  indivi- 
dual who  published  a  work  some  time  ago 
on  the  subiect,  considered  the  proportion 
betifeen  the  whole  population,   sod  the 
churches,  and  estimated  the  number  6f 
that  whole  which  the  diurches  would  not 
contain.    A  very  slight  consideration  was 
sufficient  >|i  show  the  fallacy  of  this  calcu- 
lation.   In  considering  what  accommoda^ 
tion  would  be  necessary,  it  was  proper  to 
deduct,  in  the  first  place>  all  those  who 
were  in  a  state  of  m&ncy ;  indeedt  the 
deduction  might  perhaps  be  extended,  at 
an  average,  to  all  children  under  seveo 
or  eight  years  of  age;  next  should  be  de- 
ducted, all  persons  who  were  too  old  and 
Ukfina  to  attend  public  worship.    These 
two  classes  would  be  found  to  form  a  very 
coosider^le  proportion  of  the  populationi 
and  in  the  estimate  of  the  latter  ought  to 
be  included  all  those  detained  at  home 
by  sickneis  or  accidents.    A  third  quaU- 
fication  of  the  estimate  of  the  whole  po* 
pulatioo,  compared  with  the  churches* 
consisted  in  the  necessity  of  persons  being 
left  at  home  to  take  care  of  the  houses. 
In  no  parish  whatever  did  he  believe  it 
possible  that  the  houses  could   be  left 
without  at  least  one  individual  in  charge 
of  each.  If,  therefore,  a  sufficient  number 
of  churches  to  contain  the  whole  popula- 
tion were  built,  a  part  could  not  attend 
divine  service,  there  waa  still  a  fourth 
qualification,   founded  on  consideratiooi 
connected  with  dissent ;  but  as  the  lObject 
of  the  measure  was,  to  remove  dissent,  he 
did  not  wish  to  give  more  weight  to  thia 

g'ound  of  deduction  than  might  be  thought 
irly  due  to  it.  In  all  popmous  pari8hea» 
however,  it  was  certain  that  great  allow- 
ance must  be  made  for  dissenters.  The 
rmult  of  the  calciilatioiii  fouadid  o&  the 
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considerations  he  had  stated,  u^as,  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  ac- 
commodation in  churches,  of  one  in  every 
three,  or  one  in  every  fo'ur  of  the  popula- 
tion. From  the  best  consideration  that 
he  was  capable  of  giving  to  the  subject,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  a  provision,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  to  every  three,  would 
not  be  more  than  sufficient.  It  was 
thought,  however,  by  many,  that,  in  pa- 
xishes  of  a  population  of  4,000  and  up- 
wards, the  proportion  of  one  to  four  would 
be  all  that  was  requisite,  lliese  facts  and 
views  considerably  qualified  the  evil, 
which  he  was  far  from  wishing  to  under- 
value. If  their  lordships  looked  at  the 
returns  on  the  table  relative  to  the  state 
of  the  manufacturing  towns,  they  would 
find  in  them  the  most  urgent  motives  for 
taking  this  subject  into  their  earnest  con< 
aideration.  To  supply  accommodation 
for  the  metropolis,  it  was  proposed  to 
build  additional  churches  in  difierent  pa- 
rishes— in  Mary-le-bone,  5  ;  in  Pancras 
4 ;  in  St  Leonard's  Shoreditch,  4 ;  in  St. 
Matthew's,  Bethnal-Green,  4;  in  Lam- 
beth,^3 ;  other  parishes,  which  he  need 
not  enumerate,  would  have  corresponding 
additions.  In  the  country,  the  supply 
would  be  in  a  similar  proportion  to  the 
present  deficiency.  Manchester,  it  was 
thought  woul()  require  an  addition  of  7 
churches ;  Sheffield,  4 ;  Stockport,  3 ;  Bir- 
mingham, S  or  4,  and  so  on.  The  mea- 
sure brought  from  the  Commons  which 
was  to  authorize  this  provision  embraced 
three  specific  objects.  The  first  was  a 
grantor  1,000,000/.  towards  the  expense 
of  building  churches;  its  second  object 
was,  to  authorize  subscriptions  in  aid  of 
the  ^rant ;  and  the  third,  to  appoint  com- 
missioners for  carrying  the  act  into  exe- 
cution. The  sum  .proposed  to  be  voted 
by  parliament,  he  was  convinced,  would, 
witn  due  care  and  attention,  do  a  great  deal 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  object 
of  the  bill.  It  was  estimated  that  it 
would  afford  the  means  of  building  about 
100  churches  without  any  aid  from  sub- 
scriptions. But  that  the  addition  to  be 
derived  from  the  latter  source  would  be 
very  considerable  he  could  not  doiibt, 
when  he  recollected  what  had  been  done 
foy  Liverpool,  where  no  less  than  6  churches 
had  been  built  by  subscription.  That 
town,  which  was  very  inconsiderable  at 
the  commencement  of  his  present  majes- 
ty's reign,  now  possessed  a  population  of 
100,000,  and  had  14  churches.  With  the 
«dditioo  of  two  more,  sufficient  accom* 
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modation  would  be  affi>rded^  for  its  popu- 
lation.  Having  this  example  of  Liverpool 
before  his  eyes,  he  could  not  doubt  but 
that  much  would  be  done  by  private  sub- 
scription to  aid  the  liberal  vote  of  parlia- 
ment, and  that  public  spirited  individuals 
would  eagerly  come  forward  in  every 
quarter  of  the  country  to  promote  so  de«* 
sirable  an  object.  From  the  nature  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  the  judtcioui 
exercise  of  the  authority  it  vested  in  the 
commissioners,  it  might  not  unreasonably 
be  expected  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  sub* 
scriptions,  from  150  to  200  churches 
would  be  built.  He  was  sure  that  he  ex- 
pressed the  feelings  in  which  every  per- 
son who  h^ard  him  participated,  when  he 
said  that  it  was  a  duty  paramount  to  every 
other  to  support  religion,  and  in  particular 
that  established  by  law,  which,  without  dis- 
paragement to  any  other,  he  believed  to  be 
the  most  pure.  With  this  feeling,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  point  out  many 
considerations,  which,  in  a  political  point  of 
view,  would  alone  be  calculated  to  induce 
their  lordships  to  approve  of  this  measure. 
The  considerations  to  which  he  alluded 
were  principally  to  be  found  in  the  vast  in- 
crease of  the  population  of  the  country 
within  these  20  years.  That  increase 
had  taken  place  chiefly  in  great  manufiic- 
1  turing  towns ;  and,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages the  country  had  derived  from  the 
extraordinary  extension  of  its  manufac- 
tures, it  was  impossible  for  their  lordships 
to  conceal  from  themselves  this  fiict — 
.  that  great  masses  of  human  beings  could 
j  not  be  brought  together  in  the  manner  in 
I  which  they  were  situated  in  these  towns, 
without  being  exposed  to  vicious  habits, 
and  to  corrupting  influences,  dangerous 
to  the  public  security  as  well  as  to  pri- 
vate morality.  In  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts a  great  want  was  felt  of  churches, 
which  their  lordships  were  most  imperi- 
ously called  upon  to  supply.  The  disad- 
vantages with  which  the  church  had  in 
other  respects  to  contend  in  those  dis- 
tricts of  increasing  population  was  ano- 
ther circumstance  which  deserved  the  se^ 
rious  consideration  of  their  lordships. 
He  should  be  sorry  to  say  any  thing  that 
might  be  construed  into  a  disregard  to  the 
toleration  laws ;  but  it  was  impossible  to 
look  fairly  at  this  measure  without  consi- 
dering what  was  the  situation  of  ihose 
persons  who  dissented  firom  the  establish^* 
ment.  Their  lordships  must  be  awwre 
that  dissenters  bad  in  their  power  to  baild 
places  of  worship  in  any  nomberi  to  sfij 
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extenti  and  without  any  limitation.  It 
was  evident  th'eni  that  the  establishment 
laboured  under  a  disadvaniage  in  that 
respect ;  for  in  building  places  of  worship 
for  the  Church  of  England,  reference 
must  be  had  to  the  rights  of  property 
mnd  to  the  discipline  of  the  churcii. 
Perhaps  he  might  be  of  opinion  that  these 
restrictions  were  carried  too  far ;  but  they 
existed,  and  could  not  be  overlooked  by 
their  lordships  in  considering  this  mea- 
sure ;  for  if  the  dissenters  possessed  such 
decided  advantages,  it  was  the  duty  of 
their  lordships  to  afford  the  established 
church  the  means  of  balancing  them.  The 
measures  lately  adopted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  ought  also  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. When  the  systems  of  educa- 
tion to  which  he  alluded  were  first  intro- 
ducedy  some  persons  had  entertained 
doubts  of  their  adequacy  and  propriety. 
These  doubts  had,  however,  been  re- 
moved. For  his  part  he  had  always  been 
of  opinion  that  the  benefits  of  instruction 
ought  to  be  extended  to  all  classes  of  his 
majesty's  subjects,  and  he  always  viewed 
with  satisfaction  the  subscriptions  entered 
into  and  measures  adopted  tor  that  object: 
but  then  their  lordships  must  perceive  in 
Ihii  an'  additional  inducement  to  direct 
the  educanon  which  was  thus  diffused 
into  a  proper  course.  It  was  their  duty 
to  take  cure  that  those  who  received  the 
benefits  of  education  should  not  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  diitsenting  places  of 
woriihip  by  finding  the  doors  of  the  church 
shut  ag«in«t  them.  By  building  addi- 
tionai  churches,  the  establi:(hment  and  the 
dissenters  would  be  placed  on  a  fair  and 
equal  footing.  Thus  every  view  which 
he  took  of  the  subject  appeared  to  him  to 
recommend  it  more  strongly  to  their  lord- 
ships adoption.  Their  lotdships  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  measure 
which  was  adopted  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne.  It  was  then  the  opinion  or  par- 
liament, that  SO  additional  churches 
should  be  built  for  the  metropolis.  At 
that  time  the  population  of  the  kingdom 
was  not  above  one  half  of  its  present 
•mount,  and  that  of  the  metropolis  stood 
in  the  same  proportion.  The  recollection 
of  that  proposition  was  important,  as  it 
showed  what  feelings  had  actuated  parlia- 
ment on  this  subject  a  century  ago  ;  and 
he  was  sure  that '  correspondmg  feelings 
would  be  evinced  by  their  lordships  on 
the  present  occasion.  It  was  proposed 
that  cdraniissioners  should  be  appointed 
<br  cany ing  the  act  into  eiitet ;  but  under 


its  provision  they  would  interfere  as  little 
as  possible  with  rights  and  property,  ei- 
ther public  or  private.  The  bill,  however, 
described  no  positive  manner  in  which  it 
should  be  carried  into  effect.  Its  opera- 
tion would  vary  according  to  circum- 
stances. 8ome  parishes  it  might  be' 
found  proper  to  divide;  in  others,  the 
provision  for  additional  services  would  in 
many  cases  accomplish  the  object  so  much  < 
desired,  where  no  church  was  to  be  built. 
In  this  respect  *  much  discretion  was  ne- 
cessarily and  properly  vested  in  the 
diocesans ;  and  though  some  parts  of  the 
measure  were  directed  to  be  acted  upon 
as  soon  as  possible,  yet  an  interval  of 
some  years  must  necessarily  take  place 
before  it  could  be  in  full  beneficial  opera- 
tion. He  could  not  anticipate  any  oojec- 
tion  to  the  vote  of  1,000,000/.  for  so  im-' 
portant  a  purpose.  It  was  certainly  a 
satisfaction  to  him,  that  at  a  time  when  a' 
spirit  of  economy  had  been  manifested  in 
the  strongest  manner,  and  a  call  had  been 
made  for  reductions  carried  to  an  extent' 
which  in  some  instances  he  confessed  be 
could  not  approve,  no  individual  had  vet 
opposed  this  grant.  It  was  in  his  opinion, 
highly  creditable  to  those  who,  in  another 
place,  had  con^^idered  it  their  duty,  after 
a  long  war,  to  diminish  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  public  burthens,  that  they  were, 
notwithstanding,  willing  to  concur  in  an* 
expense  called  for  by  the  best  interests  of 
religion  and  morality,  and,  therefore, 
conducive  to  the  true  prosperity  of  the 
country.  The  noble  earl  concluded  by 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Lord  H'tiland  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
object  to  the  bill,  for,  under  certain  modi- 
fications, he  was  friendly  to  it;  but  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  state  the  principle 
on  which  he  acceded  to  its  second  read- 
ing. As  far  as  it  had  been  stated  that  a 
necessity  existed  for  more  churches,  he 
agreed.  As  far  as  it  had  been  contended 
that  the  state  ought  to  lend  its  assistanoe» 
in  supplying  the  deficiency  he  agreed. 
But  he  should  be  dealing  disingenuously 
with  the  House,  he  should  be  guilty  of 
omission  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  which, 
however  unpa]atid>le9  he  considered  a  ne- 
cessary one,  if  be  did  not  state,  that  to 
this  grant,  as  to  a  bill  without  any  modifi- 
cation, he  did  not  agree;  nor  could  he 
agree  to  many  things  that  had  been  laid 
down  by  the  noble  eari.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  follow  that  noble  earl 
through  all  the  topics  which  he  bad  then 
discunodi  or  to  uaist  on  the  importanoo 
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of  this  vasBMOie;  fbr,  u^Ujefrjewit  Btito 
of  the  coontryt  U>  say  tlial:  a  i^easure 
which  vent  to  dispose  of  a  loiUion   of 
laooeyy  was  a  measure  of  iioportpuice»  he 
thought  was  little  ether  t^an  a  triiiain»  Bqt 
when  the  nebie  earl,  hj  a  flourish  of  rhe* 
toricy  called  it  the  most  important  that 
cbold  engine  the  attention  of  the  House,, 
he  (lord  HoUaod)  certainly  did  wonder 
that  a  minister,  who  had  restrained  the 
prerogative  of  the  heir  to  the  Crowni  who 
luid  oalUd  on  the  covntiy  to  giant  soma 
unprecedented  in  amount,  woo  had  sus« 
pended  the  liberties  of  the  people — he 
did  wonder  that  a  minister  who  had  been* 
engaged  in  such  transexstionsy  should  es- 
teem the  building  c^  a  few  churches  a 
measure  of  sudi  paramoant  Impertai^ee. 
Be  a^eedy  howeveri  that  it  w^b  a  niea- 
aure  of  importanoe.    '^at  I^e   thought 
that  a  church  so  rich,  in  endojf ment  as< 
t)ie  Church  of  Englandi  o\i|^  to  contri- 
bute to  its  own  support  and  increase^  The. 
D^Ue  earl  had  said>  thai  one  district  of 
tfie  Idogdom,   Liverpool,    (and  h^  had. 
highly  pan^rrized  that  town  for  the  part 
kr  had  acted),  had  accompljuihed  the  ob-* 
j^cta  that  ware  now  deemed  so  desirable, 
without  any  assistance  from  parliaroent* 
ISatisfactoryas  it  must  be  tpthie<  people  of 
Liverpool   to  receive   th^e   p^Ojegyrics 
^nfa  the  noble  lord,  it  could  not  be  v^ry 
aati^faotocy  t9  them  to.  say,  '<  Now  gen- 
tlemen, haying  built  churches  for  your- 
selves, and  at  your  own  expense>  we  must 
tidife  more  fromyou  to  build  churches  for. 
ethers  ;*'  that  was  in  effect  whfEt  this  mea^ 
sure  would,  ^o^  as  all  would  in  reality  con- 
tribute to  .its  completion.     He  did  not 
mean  to  follow  the  noble  earl'  for  it  wasnot 
necessary  to  oontend  with  truisms.  It  was 
certainly  impossible  tha^  all  the  populatioii 
of  the  counU'y  could  attend  divine  service 
|f  there  was  only  accommodation  for  one 
fourth  of  it.    It  was  true  that,  afler  all 
dissent  would  exist;  undoubtedly  it  would 
and  he  thought  tlnit  this  was  no  evil, 
and  he  hoped  he  should  never  see  it  ex- 
tinguidied ;  for  it  was  impossible  that  dif" 
ierence  of  opinion  sbpula  not  exist,  and 
the  expression  of  it  could  not  be  repressed 
but  by  the  unjustifiable  hand  of  power. 
The  noble  lord  had  insisted  much  on  the 
edfantages  that  the  dissenters  enjoved, 
and  the  lestrictieiiS' that  were  jmposea'  on 
building  chunch  qf  £o^a|id  places  of 
vorahip.    H^  (}pid  HoQand)   thought 
*  tbeae  reatrictionateo  mmft  aw  be  had 
that  morning  taken  cooaidesehlo  puns  te 
learn  the  nature  and  extent  of  then ;  but 
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SO"  confused  and  unintelltgij^le  were  the 
statutes  on  this  subject,  tha|;  he  feared 
aftes  all  he  was  not  bwyer  enough  to  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  them  to  their  lordships. 
He  believed^  however,  tba^  under  the  con- 
venticle act  of  the  22d  of  Charles  2nd  (an 
act  which  was  a  disgrace  tothelegislature 
of  that  and  of  the  present  day,  and  which 
almost  superseded  the  whole  e&ct  of  the 
toleration  act),  under  that  conventicle  act, 

S arsons  conforming    to  the  liturgy  and 
octrines  of  the  church  of  Eoglaad,  even 
the  parson  ^f  a  parish  himself,  were  pre« 
qluded,  under  severe  penalties,  from  read- 
ing service  any  where  in  a  parish  but  ia 
the  parish  chttrGh«  It  was  satisfactory  to  re* 
fleet  that  that  law  was  practically  evaded ; 
but  still  it  was  disgraceful  thst  it  d&ouid 
remain  in  our  Statute  book*    He  was  un* 
equivocally  of  opinion  that  under  the  pre- 
sent  circumstances  of  the  country   the 
church  ought  to  contribute  te  its  own  ne* 
cessities ;  when  he  said  contribute,  he  did 
not  mean   Toluntary   contributions,   fbr 
tliose  made  undeir  the  name  of  yoluntarv 
contributions,  were  often  the  most  forcea, 
the  most  oppressive,  and  the  roost  cruel 
of  any ;  but  he  meant  that,  in  this  instance 
at  least,  she  should  follow  the  example  of 
a  church  which,  however  corrupt,  and  he 
thought  it  the  most  corrupt  of  any,  had 
acted  wisely  and  justly  in  this  matteiw^e 
meant  the  church    of  Rome.    By  thai 
churoh,  even  in  countries  where  she  waa 
most  powerful,  and  insolepthe  might  say, 
it  was  made  a  habit  and  custom  to  sua- 
pend  dignities  that  we/e  npt  very  essen- 
tial to  the  cure  of  souls,  in  order  to  make 
a  fund  for  the  rebuilding  and  repairing  of 
churches:    he  did  not  m^an  that  they* 
touched  the  emoluments  of  any  living  dig- 
nitary, but  suspended  the  profits  of  the 
benefice  between  the  death  of  one  incum- 
bent and  the  appointment  of  another.   In 
Spain  there  was  not  a  cathedral,  where 
four  or  five  canons  or  prebendaries  were 
not  suspended  from  time  to  time  to  pro- 
vide for  the  exigencies  of  the  church; 
and  he  did  not  see  why  deans  and  preben* 
daries  should  not  be  suspended  with  the 
same  view  in  England.    The  noble  earl 
had  insisted  that  the  church  should  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  dissen« 
ten,  and  a  pretty  manner  the  present  was 
of  putting  her  on  anequ^  footmg.  It  was 
no  other  than  sayings  *^  Yoa  gentlemen, 
who  pay  for  younelveSf  who  pay  lor 

Jour  own  ohapels  .and  your  own  dergy* 
I   addition  to  paying  tithes  te   onrt» 
shall  atoo  contnbttte  to  tb«  erectkm 
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of  those  churches  in  which  you  have  no  t 
interest  whatever/'  He  (lord  Holland) 
did  not  say  that  they  ought  not  to  contri- 
butCy  but  he  thought  it  most  invidious  in 
the  noble  earl  to  amrm  under  dl  these  cir- 
cumstances that  the^  enjoyed  advantages 
beyond  the  established  church.  He 
agreedp  however,  diat  the  situation  of  the 
country  did  call  for  a  bill  of  this  nature, 
and  thought  the  noble  earl  correct  in 
making  an  apology  forits  tardy  appearimce 
the  more  «o,  as  a  noble  friend  of  his  (he 
miffht  name  him  as  he  was  not  present 
ean  Grosvenor),  had  proposed  a  measure 
of  the  same  sort  five  years  ago.  But  his 
noble  friend  was  not  tnen  listened  to ;  nor 
was  it  then  admitted  or  contended  by  the 
noble  earl  opposite,  that  this  was^themost 
important  of  all  possible  measures  that 
could  come  before  the  House.  The  merit 
of  originating  this  measure  was  with  earl 
Grosvenor,  and  with  him  only ;  die  merit 
of  the  noble  earl  only  went  to  the  amount 
of  the  sum  granted  by  this  bill,  and  not 
to  the  principle  of  the  measure.  He  (lord 
Holland)  did  not  say  that  he  opposed  the 
measure ;  he  almost  agreed  to  it  such  as 
it  stood,  and  he  should  cheerfully  concur 
in  it  provided  it  might  be  adopted  with 
some  sUcb  modifications  as  he  had  pro- 
posed, and  some  such  sacrifices  were  made 
as  he  had  suggested.  XJpoo  the  whole 
he  concurred  in  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Harro/tnby  proposed  to  an- 
swer die  only  two  objecdons  that  had 
been  started  by  the  noble  baron  to  the 
present  bill;  of  which  one  related  to  the 
extent  of  the  provision  to  be  made,  and 
the  other  to  the  sources  whence  it  was  to 
be  supplied.  As  to  the  extent  of  the 
mrasure,  if  there  was  any  thing  erroneous 
fn  it,  it  was  not  on  the  side  of  exaggera- 
tion? Wherever  there  existed  an  estab- 
lished churdi,  he  would  assume  that  it 
was  not  too  much  to  expect  that  at  any 
rate  one-fourth  of  the  populadon  should 
be  benefitted  by  the  mstrucdons  of  their 
mother  church,  and  enabled  to  attend  its 
aervices«  Kow,  he  was  pained  to  say, 
that,  so  far  firom  that  being  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  established  church,  the 
present  bQI  would  not  provide  for  the 
religious  edification  of  even  one-fourth  of 
the  population  of  the  state.  As  to  the 
source,  it  was  not  expected  that  parliament 
alone  should  defray  the  whole  expense, 
but  that  it  should  be  made  up  partly  by 
priiament,  pardy  by  rates,  and  partly  by 
>obKripdoos ;  and  to  this  he  could  see  no 


ebjedions.  But  the  noble  Ml  had  us- 
aisled  diat  the  revennea  of  the  chnvoh 
ought  to  be  applied  inoosistiDirtheobiecta 
of  a  measure  \lfdus  natuiT^Sufel/^ 
Bobte  lord  did  not  diiok  that  this  measof  e 
was  intended  for  the  advantage  of  the 
ohttfch,  considered  with  a  view  to  ita 
clergy.  Undoubtedly  it  was  not,  but  for 
the  advantage  of  religion  in  general  and 
the  coihmunity  at  large ;  and  there  woa  no 
more  reason  nyr  ealling  ontheiwenneaof 
the  church  than  on  time  of  any  class  of 
the  society.  Lord  Bacon  had  remarhei 
on  the  spoliadon  of  the  church  anterior  io 
his  time,  and  though  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  since  taken  place,  he  confessed  he 
was  amongst  those  who  thooghtthotevOTy 
parliament  and  government  since  that  dio* 

?racefal  business  in  oueen  Anne's  drnei 
he  called  it  disgraceful,  not  on  aocoiait«f 
the  sum  voted,  but  because  9  only  of  the 
50  churches  ordered  were  ever  biiik)«- 
that  everf  parliament  and  every  govecn- 
ment  had  to  reproach  itself  with  ita  nefr* 
lect  on  this  subject:  and  he  doubled  mum 
whether  the  dburch  herself  was  not  oo- 
riously  to  blame,  dfiring  that  interrai,  lor 
not  raising  her  voice  in  her  richtfid  canoe* 
The  consequence  was,  that  aissoBCora  of 
every  species  had  the  advantage  of  the  es- 
tablished church,  by  being  enabled  to  open 
places  of  worship.  The  object  of  die  "pra* 
sent  measure,  he  considered,  of  the  higb« 
est  importance,  and  portictdarly  with  ra» 
ference  to  those  blessings  of  edooaden 
which  were  now  happOy  cuAising  throogh 
all  classes  of  the  people,  and  to  whieh  it 
was  of  the  greatest  importanee  to  ofixd 
an  useful  chaoneL  If,  the  advantagoa 
nowproposed  were  not  afforded  the  chvoh, 
the  general  education  of  diildren  that 
was  taking  place  would  hove  no  other  a& 
feet  than  that  of  turning  there  into  diosett* 
ters.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing^ 
fair  proportion  of  the  people  to  the  estsll* 
lished  church,  that  the  present  billhsd 
been  resorted  to;  and,  unless  it  woo 
adopted  in  this  temper  by  their  lordshipi, 
they  were  incurring  a  reeponsibility  whose 
consequences  he  trembled  to  think  of;  To 
retom,  however,  to  the  qaestion  of  norit 
on  diis  sid)ject,  he  must  oeg  leave  to  afoie 
that  in  the  midst  of  themomentuons  evenia 
of  the  late  war,  a  dear  and  lamented  fHend 
of  his-— a  friend  with  whom  his  fortune 
and  fkte  had  been  much  connectedp— tuni* 
ed  his  attention  seriously  to  this  subject ; 
a  subject  of  which  the  noble  lord  seemed 
to  bun  to  mdefiTace  the  ImportttBce. 
Other  meastiret  might  be  of  great  import- 
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ance  at  the  time,  or  for- any  transiait  pe- 
riod ;  this  was  a  measure  that  was  Bot  li- 
mited in  its  effects  to  the  present  moment, 

'  or  to  passing  interests,  but  concerned  a] I 

'  ages  and  the  interests  of  immortalitv.  All 
this  had  been  under  the  consideration  of 
his  dear  and  lamented  friend,  who  was  de- 
sirous, before  he  proposed  any  thing,  to 
collect  information  as  to  the  wants  and 
deficiencies  of  the  church  ;  and  to  aid  him 
in  that  view,  he  (lord  Harrowby)  had,  in 
1810,  procured  an  address  for  a  return  of 
the  number  of  churches  and  parishioners 

<  in  the  united  kingdom. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  congra- 
tulated their  lordships  and  the  country 
that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  or  the 
means  of  effecting  it,  but  only  as  to  the 

'  merit  of  its  originationt    He  had  in  his 
possession  a  letter  from  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  unhappily  no  more,  to  whom 
le  noble  lord  had  alluded,  saying,  that 
in  five  days  he  should  have  in  his  hands 
all  the  details  which  would  enable  him  to 
take  some  active  step;  but  alas!  before  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  that  worthy  mini- 
ster aikl  man  was  assassinated !    With  re- 
gard to  the  project  of  a  noble  lord  on  the 
other  side    for  suspending  prebendaries 
and  canonries,  that  noble  lord  knew  very 
little  if  he  thought  that  the  measure  could 
be  effected  by  any  such  means;  they  would 
indeed  be  slow  and  inefficient,  even  if  re- 
sorted to ;  for  the  noble  earl  who  had  first 
spoken  had  said,  that  the  present  grant, 
large  as  it  was»  with  additional  supplies 
from  other  quarters,  would  scarcely  suf- 
fice.   He  thought  one  mode  thatt  baa  been 
suggested   to   supply  the    deficiency  of 
churches  would  be  attended  with  consi- 
derable difficulty — ^he  meant  that  of  mul- 
tiplying the  number  of  services.    In  that 
casei  the  services  would  approach  so  near 
to  each  other,  that  he  feared  confusion 
would  be  created,  and  the  plan  be  found 
•  iospossible.    These,  howeverp  were  things 
for  future  consideration ;  and  he  congra- 
tulated the  country,  that  the  measure  had 
met  with  no  opposition  in  point  of  prin- 
ciple in  either  House;  a  circumstance 
most  honourable  to  the  state,  and  which 
must  be  Ratifying  to  every  man  who 
cherished  its  best  interests  at  heart. 

The  Marquis  ofLansdoiwne  thought  the 
measure  most  indispensable.  While  the 
sute  preserved  an  establbbed  religion,  it 
was  their  duty  to  hold  out  to  all  the 
means  of  performing  the  duties  of  that  re- 
ligion.    With  respect  to  the  mode  in 
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which  it  was.  proposed  tor  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  this  measure,  he  did  not  vote  for 
It  because  there  was  any  thing  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  that  rendered 
it  easy  to  defray  that  expense  now,  but 
because  he  should  have  supported  it  at 
any  time  whatever :  he  thought,  however^ 
such  an  additional  burthen  should  not  be 
created,  except  for  an  object  of  paramount 
importance.    He  did  not  understand  that 
the  measure  was  to  enable  the  commis- 
sioners to  extend  its  objects  to  Scotland, 
though  it  was  very  necessary  there,  as 
there  were  many  extensive  parishes  with- 
out a  church :  tbe  same  was  the  case  ia 
Ireland.     But  considering  the  amouut  of 
the  Protestant  population  in  Ireland,  pes- 
haps  the  measure  was  not  necessary  for 
that  country;  and  if  so,  he  thought  the 
burthen  ought  to  be  borne  by  that  richer 
country  which  the  expenditure  was. de- 
signed to  bene6t :  he  therefore  felt  a  dif- 
ficulty in   calling    on    the    Presbyterian: 
church  of  Scotland,  or  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, to  contribute  to  this  measure;  he 
was   interested    for   Ireland    personally, 
though  not  for  Scotland ;  but  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  state  these  difficulties,  and 
to  hope  that  the  House  would  legislate  on 
principles  of  equity.    With  respect  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  it  had  his  most  hearty 
assent ;  and  he  consented  to  it  at  a  perioa 
when  he  should  certainly  refuse  to  agree 
to  national  expenditure  in  another  form.^ 
The  Earl  of  £f verpoo/ replied,  that  the 
same  attention  was  aue  to  the  established 
church  of  Scotland  as  to  that  of  this  coun- 
try, as  this  measure  was  proposed,  not  for 
the  church  of  England  alone,  but  the  ge- 
neral cause  of  religion,  in  connexion  with 
the  well-being  of  the  country  at  larffc* 
He  was  perfectli^  ready  to    admit   that 
Scotland  had  a  fair  and  undoubted  claim^ 
to  the  assistance  which  was  proposed  by 
the  present  bill.      Scotland  required  that 
assistance,  and,  as  soon  as  the  returns 
were    made,    such  assistance  would  be 
granted.    As  to  the  hardship  of  drawing 
contributions  from  Ireland,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  Ireland  and  Great  Britain 
were  united  in  church  as  they  were  united 
In  exchequers ;  and  he  did  not  see  how 
that  country  could  be  relieved  without  ad* 
mitting  the  principle  that  the  charge  ou^ht 
in  all  places  to  be  entirely  local.    The  cir- 
cumstance of  the  increase  of  churches  not 
being  required  there,  was  no  reason  for 
making  an  exception  in  its  favour.      It 
might  as  well  be  said,  that  because  there 
were  several  parishes  in  England  which 
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did  nol  require  the  application  of  the  mea^ 
sure»  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  their  proportion*  In  Scotland 
the  case  was  different,  as  the  Union  was 
not  so  intimate  in  all  resnects.  It  might 
be  hard  that  places  snould  contribute 
which  did  not  stand  in  need  of  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  mea8ure»  but  this  would  be  the 
case  with  many  counties  of  England. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday y  May  \5. 

War  in  India.I  Mr.  H&wotih  rose  to 
make  the  motion  of  which  he  had  gi?en 
noticCi  in  consequence  of  the  recent  trans- 
actions in  the  East  Indies.  Aware,  as  he 
was,  how  little  the  a&irs  of  India  were 
understood  in  that  Housa— -aware»  as  he 
was,  of  the  indifference,  not  to  say  the 
apathy  with  which  the  affiurs  of  India 
were  viewed  in  this  country,  he  should 
have  abstained  from  troubling  the  House 
on  the  present  occasion,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  conviction  of  the  extreme  impor- 
tance of  the  late  occurrences  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  as  connected  with  the  in- 
terests of  England.  The  object  which  he 
had  in  view,  was  purely  information.  He 
wished  for  the  production  of  such  docu- 
ments as  mieht  enable  the  House  to  form 
a  correct  judgment  of  the  causes  which 
had  led  to  the  present  state  of  Indian  af- 
fiurs. So  far  back  as  the  year  17BS,  the 
late  lord  Melville  had  brought  forward  se- 
Toral  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  India, 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  par- 
liament. One  of  those  resolutions  was, 
that  to  pursue  the  extension  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire  in  India  by  conquest  was  un- 
becoming the  character  and  honour  of  the 
country.  Ten  years  afterwards,  in  1793, 
that  resolution  was  embodied  in  an  act  of 

(parliament ;  and  was  now  an  act  of  the 
egislature.  The  clause  is  this— To  pur- 
sue schemes  of  conquest  and  extension  of 
dominion  in  India  is  repugnant  to  the 
wish,  to  the  honour  and  policy  of  the 
British  nation,  and  that  it  snould  not  be 
lawful  either  to  declare  war  or  com- 
mence hostilities  without  the  express 
command  of  the  Directors  or  Secret 
Committee,  by  the  authority  of  the  board 
of  control.  It  certainly  dia  appear  very 
extraordinary,  that  the  governments  of 
India  should  have  been  so  peculiarly  cir- 
cumstanced from  that  period  to  the  pre- 
sent, that  they  had  uniformly  found  them- 
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selves  under  the  necessity,  greater  or  less* 
of  violating  this  act  of  the  legislature* 
Whether  tne  attention  were  directed  in 
India,  East,  West,  North,  or  South,  the 
truth  of  this  assertion  would  be  realized 
and  confirmed.  He  was  siure  that  if  any 
hon.  member,  not  familiar  with  the  trans- 
actions in  India,  were  to  take  up  the  map 
and  see  how  comparatively  limited  ouc 
possessions  were  wnen  that  act  was  passed* 
and  how  enlarged  they  were  at  present^ 
he  would  be  surprised  to  obseiVe  that  an 
act  of  the  legislature  intended  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  the  British  empire  in  In* 
dia,  had  been  followed  by  effects  so  oppo- 
site to  those  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  it.  The  present  war  in  India 
was  called  a  war  against  the  Pindarriea 
A  term  more  generally  used,^  than, 
perhaps,  perfectly  understood.  It  was 
known  to  every  one,  that  on  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  Mahommedan  em- 
pire, a  great  number  of  chieftains  set  up 
for  themselves,  each  at  the  head  of  a  small 
band  of  followers.  They  subsuted  by  pil- 
laging their  neighbours,  and  their  descend- 
ants were  now  called  Pindarries.  The 
northern  parts  of  India  abounded  with 
them.  They  collected  annually  in  im- 
mense numbers,  then  divided  into  distinct 
bodies,  carried  on  their  operations  in  va- 
rious directions,  committed  every  species 
of  plunder  and  outrage,  dispersed  as  soon 
as  they  were  attacked,  and  re-united 
whenever  the  danger  with  which  they 
were  threatened  by  their  assailants  was 
over.  They  are,  in  fact,  a  roving,  pre- 
datory bocly  of  freebooters,  composed 
of  every  renegade  throughout  the  whole 
northern  part  of  India,  without  any  tan- 
gible property:  when  the  rainy  seasou 
commences,  they  disperse  and  live  upon 
their  spoils  till  the  next  season.  They 
have  of  late  years  been  formidably 
increased  from  'the  disbanded  soldiery: 
one  of  the  effects  of  the  subsidiary  sys- 
tem. The  British  army  at  present  in 
the  centre  of  India  was  avowedly  there 
for  the  purpose  of  extirpating  the«»e  rob- 
bers—4i  purpose  which,  from  its  constitu- 
tion, and  from  the  nature  of  their  habits, 
it  did  not  seem  very  well  calculated  to 
perform.  And  although  we  had  declared, 
that  our  hostility  was  directed  solely 
against  the  rindarries,  it  was  evident  that 
the  Mahrattas  did  not  believe  us ;  for  the 
fact  was,  that  the  power  against  w^ich  we 
avowed  our  intention  of  acting,  was  the 
only  enemy  that  we  had  not  met  in  the 
(3  A) 
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field.  We  had  fought  the  Peishwa  Hoi- 
kar,  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  every  power 
bat  that  identical  power  which  we  pro- 
^«8ed  to  attack.  He  hoped  that  the  mo- 
tions which  he  was  about  to  sabmit  to  the 
House  would  obtain  their  concurrence, 
wete  he  to  sti^te  no  farther  grounds  than 
this— that  the  governor-general  of  India 
was  in  the  field  with  near  100,000  men,  at 
a  distance  of  1,000  miles  from  the  capital 
of  Bengal,  in  the  heart  of  the  Mahratta 
empire,  having  possessed  himself  of  the 
capitals  of  Hoikar  and  Scindia;  that  troops 
were  marching  in  every  direction  through- 
out India,  and  that  all  the  Mahratta  powers 
were  in  arms.  Surely  it  was  not  too  soon 
to  apply  for  information  to  know  the  cause 
of  tnese  events.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  making  the  following  mo- 
tions :— <'  1.  That  there  belaid  before  the 
House,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  all  Advices 
received  from  the  Government  of  India, 
relative  to  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the 
Discussions  which  terminated  in  Hostilities 
tfith  the  Peishwa.  2.  Copies  or  Extracts 
of  all  Advices  received  from  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  relative  to  the  Origin  and 
Progress  of  the  Discussions  which  termi- 
nated in  Hostilities  with  the  rajah  of  Berar. 
9.  Copies  or  Extracts  oi  aH  Advices  re- 
ceived from  the  several  Governments  of 
India,  respecting  the  Aggressions  of  the 
Findarries.  4.  Copies  of  all  Treaties 
concluded  between  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  India  and  die  native  Powers  since 
the  year  1804<.'^ 

Mr.'  Cmmng  said,  that  he  was  disposed 
mot  only  to  concur  in  the  motions  made 
hy  the  hon.  gentieman,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible  to  do  so,  but  to  give  the  fullest 
explanation  of  which  the  subject  wair  sus- 
ceptible. He  said,  that  he  was  disposed 
to  concur  in  the  motions  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do 
60 ;  but,  with  respect  to  that  which  re- 
lated to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  there  was  no 
Information  to  communicate  to  the  House 
of  the  sort  required  by  the  hon.  eentl&- 
mao.  All  that  was  known  was,  that  he 
was  in  actual  hostility  with  the  British ; 
but  nothing  had  transpired  as  to  the 
causes  of  that  hostility.  With  regard 
to  the  first  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
motions,  he  flattered  himself  that  it 
would  be  in  his  power  to  make  a  full  and 
satisfactory  return  to  it ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  it  would  appear  to  the  hon. 
gentleman,  when  he  should  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  papers,  that,  until  the  Pebhwa 
f  one  in  hostility  against  us,  we  had  been 
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guilty  of  no  other  ftult,  except  perhaps 
diat  of  placing  to0  confident  a  reliance  on 
his  gooa  faith.  As  to  the  hon.  gentleman's 
second  motion,  he  had  already  observed, 
that  BO  information  had  been  received  on 
the  subject,  and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the 
hon.  gentleman  would  withdraw  it;  aa- 
suring  him,  that  whenever  it  should  be  in  his 
power  to  commuixicate  information  on  the 
subject  he  wouM  intimate  the  same  to  the 
hon.  ffentleman,in  order  that,  if  he  chose* 
he  might  move  for  its  production.  With 
respect  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  third  mo- 
tion, he  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  subjects  connected  with  India  were 
Httle  understood  in  that  House,  and  that 
it  was  very  irksome  to  enter  on  any  topic 
before  an  unwilling  audience ;  neverthe* 
less,  if  when  the  information  came  before 
the  House,  the  hon.  gentleman  wished  for 
the  discussion  of  it,  he  should  be  very 
bappy  to  meet  him  upon  it.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  couhl  not  allow  what  the  hon» 
gentleman  had  already  said  to  pass  with- 
out a  single  remark,  it  was  undoubtedly 
true,  that  the  Pindarries  were  not  a  great 
substantive  state:  but  when  the  House 
were  informed,  diat  for  two  f<^owing 
years,  the  Pindarries,  possessing  power 
amply  sufficient  forj  the  purposes  of  de- 
struction, broke  into  the  British  territo- 
tories  wi^  fire  and  sword,  committing  the 
most  horrid  atrocities,  and  producing  the 
widest  and  most  complete  desolation,  they 
would  allow  that  uiere  was  abundant 
cause  for  the  cfibrts  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  extirj^ate  a  pest  which  had 
proved  so  fatal  to  its  neignbours,  whether 
under  British  or  Indian  sway.  He  could 
assure  the  House,  that  in  what  he  had 
just  said,  he  by  no  means  overstated  the 
tacts,  as  they  would  appear  when  a  return 
was  made  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  mo- 
tion. As  to  the  hon.  eentleman's  fburth 
motion  for  the  production  of  the  treaties 
with  the  native  powers,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  it ;  and  those  trea- 
ties, especially  that  with  the  rajah  of  Berar, 
would  fully  explain  our  relations  with  the 
powers  in  question,  up  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war.  With  respect  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  on  the  sub- 
ject of  otur  general  policy  in  India,  no 
man  could  concur  more  cordially  than  he 
did  in  opinion  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  the  pacific  and  the  forbearing,  was 
the  true  and  advantageous,  as  well  as  the 
moral  policy  of  our  government  in  that 
empire.  But  the  hon.  gentleman  knew 
as  well,  and  much  better  than  he  did,  that 
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viili  evory  diflposition  on  the  part  of  tho 
Britiih  governoient  in  India  to  bear  and 
ftri>eer»  caiue*  of  serious  diifetence  would 
ooeasionilly  arisey  which  no  prudence 
Muld  anticipate*  and  no  wisdom  avert; 
and  that  the  position  of  the  British  powet 
in  India,  was  such,  that  whatever  differ* 
enoe  of  opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  waj 
in  which  it  had  arrived  at  its  present 
beighti  tkere  could  be  none  as  to  the  no* 
cesiitj  of  adopting  every  proper  measure 
for  its  preservation. 

The  first  atotioo  was  then  agreed  to ; 
aa  were  also  the  third  and  fourth,  Mr. 
Howorth  having  withdrawn  the  second; 
expressing  at  tl^  same  time,  his  aense  of 
the  eaireme  importance  of  the  salqeet, 
and  his  intention  of  bringing  it  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Houte,  as  soon  as 
iha  necessary  ittfisnaaition  shbuU  be  ae^ 
cessiUe. 

Paivcs    RaosiiT'a   MEsaAos     rb* 

•PBOTINO      THa     MarIiIAOB     OF      THB 

DuxB  or  Kent.]  Tbe  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  tbe 
aaid  Message^ 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  in  cdlin({ 
die  attention  or  the  committee  to  bis 
Royal  Hiehnesa's  gracious  Message,  it 
avould  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  trouble 
them  at  any  length;  for  all  the  topics coa- 
nected  with  the  sid[)ject  had  been  so  re- 
cently  discussed,  and  the  general  princi- 
ple on  which  the  House  was  disposed  to 
act,  had  been  so  fully  recognised,  that  aU 
diat  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  was,  to  re- 
call that  principle  to  the  minds  of  the 
committee,  and  to  propose  its  application 
to  the  nresent  case.  The  present  Ques- 
tion had,  indeed,  to  a  certain  degree,  oeen 
determined  in  the  late  discussiona;  for 
although  he  was  not  authorized  to  com- 
municate to  parliament  the  intended  mar- 
riage of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  yet  the  treaty  for  that  marrii^e 
was  so  far  in  progress  at  the  time  of  the 
discussions  to  which  he  alluded,  that  he 
ehonld  have  thought  himself  wanting  in 
candour,  had  be  not  opened  to  the  House 
the  probabflity  that  such  an  alliance  would 
are  long  be  concluded.  It  might,  he 
tfaoaght,  be  collected  from  the  general 
diaracter  of  the  late  discussions,  that 
when  a  branch  of  the«royal  family  entered 
into  a  matrimonial  alliance,  approved  by 
the  Crown  and  satisfactory  to  parliaasaat, 
tiia  House  was  disposed  to  vote  aucb  a 
deecnt  aod  proper  addittonal  income  as 
•uf^lo  bo gimtttd  to •  member  of  tbe 


reyld  fiuttily  under  sUch  circilmstances, 
and  not  to  eapeot  that  he  could  meet  his 
expenaea  with  tbe  same  meins  when  mar* 
riM  aa  when  sii^l^.  He  thought  it  might 
also  be  collected^  that  there  waa  no  dispo- 
sition on  'the  ^art  of  the  House  to  take 
into  oooaiderAtion,  in  their  estimate  of  the 
proper  grimt  to  be  made  on  sodi  an  occa- 
sion, Ih^  casual  income  which  such  branch 
of  the  royal  fiimily  might  derive  from  any 
military  sitnation,  whether  coofimred 
tiBon  mm  at  heme  for  his  past  services,  or 
abroad  aa  a  mark  of  honorary  distinction. 
On  these  principles  the  House  had  acted 
in  their  grant  mSfiOOl.  a  y^r  to  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Cambridge.  He 
pi^oposed,  in  tbe  pretent  instance,  strictly 
to  follow  the  course  adopted  by  the 
House  on  that  occasion.  He  proposed  to 
make  the  samo  provision  for  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Kent,  and  the  same 
dower  to  hia  intended  duchess,  in  the 
event  of  her  surviviDg  him.  He  did  not 
mean  to  propose  any  outfit,  as  he  under- 
stood from  his  royal  highness,  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  did  not  wish  for  it.  There  were  one 
or  two  observationa  which  he  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  make,  respecting  the  roysl 
marriage  at  present  nnder  consideration- 
He  was  perauaded  that  the  marriage  itaelf 
must  be  felt  by  the  committee  to  be,  in 
every  point  of  view,  highly  satisfiBctory; 
and  that  if  any  consideration  were  wanting 
to  recommend  it,  that  consideration  woold 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  conneaion 
waa  not  new  to  the  country ;  but  that  the 
illustrious  female,  with  whom  hb  roval 
highness  was  about  to  ally  himself,  be- 
longed to  a  fiunily,  of  whose  virtuous  and 
amiable  qualities  the  countrjr  had  already 
experienced  the  most  convincing  proof* 
He  must  say,  in  justice  to  this  illustrioua 
ladv,  and  it  was  a  feature  of  her  oondoct 
highly  creditable  to  her,  and  which,  he 
was  sure,  would  recommend  her  to  the 
respect  of  the  committee,  that  although, 
when  tbe  treaty  of  marriage  was  in  pro- 
gress, she  fek  it  her  duty  not  to  relin- 
quish the  personal  guardianship  of  her 
children,  by  her  former  marriage,  she  did 
not  extendthatdiqioeitionto  the  pecuniary 
advantages  of  her  widowhood;  but  that  her 
marriage  would  deprive  her  of  an  income 
of  SfiSOL  a  year  ea  that  seoro,  and  of 
other  amaller  pecuniary  advantages 
ariaing  from  her  goardianship,  amount- 
ing, in  the  whole^  to  about  5,0(M.  a  year ; 
so  that  the  provision  of  a  dower  lor  her, 
in  the  t?CDt  of  her  aarviviaf  her  iUua» 


787]    HOUSE  OF  COlOf  ONS,    Ptmce  Rigmie$  Menage  re$p$aiMg  Oe    [728 


triotu  husband  was  but  an  act  of  bare  jus- 
tioe.  It  was  due  also  to  his  royid  highness 
to  state,  that  he  was  desiroas  that  2fiOOL 
a  year  of  the  proposed  income  should  be 
settled  on  his  royal  consort  by  way  of 
pin-money.  His  royal  highness  had  for 
some  years  been  under  the  pressure  of 
considerable  incumbrances*  Those  in- 
cumbrances his  royal  hiffhness  had  net 
in  the  most  manly  and  honourable  way 
[hear,  hear !].  In  consideration  of  these 
incumbrances  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  his  royal  hi^hnessi  immediately 
after  his  marrii^e  (m  the  event  of  the 
provision  being  made,  which  he  was  about 
to  propose  to  the  committee),  would  live 
altogether  in  that  splendid  style  which  he 
would  otherwise  .do»  and  which  he  would 
adopt  as  soon  as  he  was  liberated  from 
those  incumbrances.  They  had  been 
principally  incurred  at  an  early  period  of 
his  roysl  highnesses  life.  His  royal 
highness,  it  must  be  recollected,  did  not 
come  into  the  enjoyment  of  a  separate  in* 
come  until  a  later  period  of  his  life,  than 
that  at  which  it  had  been  bestowed  on 
other  branches  of  the  royal  family.  Until 
•his  royal  highness  was  thirty-two  years 
iif  age  he  had  only  5,00tf.  a  vear  allowed 
him  by  his  royal  father,  and  his  emolu- 
ments of  about  SfiOOL  a  year  from  his  situa- 
tion as  -commander  in  cuief  of  the  British 
:pos8e88ions  in  North  America.  From  the 
narrow  nature  of  that  income  arose  those 
incumbrances  which  his  royal  highness 
was  now  in  the  course  of  discharging  with 
•so  much  honour  to  himself.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  would  move, ''  That  his 
majesty  be  enabled  to  grant  a  yearly  sum 
of  money  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
the  united  kingdom  cf  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  Uie 
sum  of  6,000^.  to  make  a  suitable  provi- 
sion for  his  royal  highness  ihe  duke  of 
Kent,  upon  his  marriage." 

Mr.  Cunoen  said,  that  however  painfiri 
to  his  feelings  it  might  be,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  present  motion.  He 
rested  his  opposition  on  two  points.  In 
the  first  place,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
had  ever  acceded  to  any  pledge,  by  which 
he  was  bound,  in  all  cases,  to  make  a  pro- 
vision for  every  branch  of  the  royal 
family,  whena  marriage  was  about  to  take 
place.  In  the  present  instanee,  he  could 
not  see  any  necessity  for  making  such  a 
provision  as  that  now  called  for,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  income  enjoyed  by  the  illus- 
trious duke.  He  differed  also  from  the 
iioble  losd  pn  another  jpoint    He  had  ob-  J 


served,  that  they  were  not  to  take  into 
consideration  any  emolument  enjoyed 
from  military  or  other  situations,  by  the 
royal  family,  when  a  provision  of  this 
description  was  demanded.  He  never 
had  conceded  any  such  principle ;  and,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  late  hour  at  whidi 
the  question  was  brought  forward  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  a  grant  was  made 
to  the  dake  of  Cambridge,  he  would  have 
opposed  it.  ^  When  he  saw  the  illustrious 
duke  receiving  an  income  of  25,000^.  per 
annum,  he  could  not  agree  to  an  additional 
vote.  He  considered  the  situation  in 
which  the  country  was  placed,  and  he 
could  not  consent  that  BflOOL  per  annum 
should  be  added  to  the  existing  burthens. 
He  wished  to  ask,  was  there  no  source 
from  which  this  sum  could  be  derived 
without  coniing  to  parliament  ? — Had  not 
the  illustrious  duke  parents?  Was  not 
her  majesty  in  possession  of  a  very  consi- 
derable sum,  derived  from  the  privy  purse  ? 
That  House  had  not  inquired  into  the 
state  of  the  privy  purse,  and,  in  neglecting 
to  do  so,  they  had  neglected  tlieir  duty. 
Out  of  the  privy  purse  her  majesty  might 
have  made  good  the  sums  necessary  to 
remove  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
ihe  illustrious  duke,  and  thus  haveren** 
dered  an  application  to  parliament  unn&> 
cessary.  He  was  glad  that  parliament 
had  at  length  awaked  to  a  sense  of  its 
duty.  He  was  glad  they  had  told  the 
royal  family,  that,  if  they  chose  to  ooo^ 
tract  debts,  and  did  not  discharge  them 
out  of  their  regular  income,  parliament, 
when  applied  to*-for  that  purpose,  could 
not  conscientiously  assist  them.  In  acting 
as  he  did,  he  was  not  influenced  by  a  d&> 
aire  to  do  what  was  agreeable,  but  what 
was  just.  He  opposed  the  motion  with 
reluctance,  because  he  had  a  high  respect 
for  the  character  of  the  illustrious  duke, 
but  his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  the 
country,  imperatively  called  on  him  to  re- 
fuse the  grant  now  called  for. 

Sir  Robert  Heron  bore  unequivocal  tes- 
timony to  the  character  of  the  exalted  in« 
dividual  in  question,  so  well  known  by  his 
constitutional  principles,  and  by  the  bene- 
volence of  his  disposition ;  but  in  the  pre^ 
sent  overburthened  state  of  the  country, 
if  it  were  necessary  to  make  any  addition 
to  his  royal  highness's  income,  it  ought  to 
be  made  from  those  immense  estaUiah- 
ments  maintained  only  for  the  purposes  of 
parade  and  patronage,  and  whidi  were 
easily  and  advantageously  susceptible  of 
diminution.   A&&r  the  tate  diacussioi^  ha 
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would  not  trouble  the  committee  farther 
t>n  the  tubiect.  So  far,  however,  waB  he 
from  thinking  that  the  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Cambridge  waa  a  proper  precedent,  that 
if  he  had  had  ao  opportunity  of  doing  so, 
he  ahoold  have  opposed  it  as  most  objec- 
tionable, on  account  of  the  immense  emo- 
lumaiit  that  he  derived  from  Hanover.  If 
it  were  urged  that  that  emolument  was 
temporary,  the  answer  was,  that  when  it 
ended  tliat  would  be  time  enough  to 
make  the  proposed  provision.  To  the 
dower  proposea  to  be  granted  to  the  illus* 
trious  consort  of  his  royal  highness  he 
would  make  no  opposition. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  persuaded  that  if 
the  committee  were  to  vote  on  the  ground 
of  the  personal  character  or  the  private 
conduct  of  the  illustrious  individual  in 

Question,  the  motion  would  at  once  be 
isposed  of;  for  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  no  roan  had  set  a  brighter  example  of 
public  virtue— no  man  had  more  benefi- 
cially exerted  himself  in  his  liigh  station 
to  benefit  every  institution  with  which  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  the  protec* 
tion  and  the  education  of  the  poor,  were 
connected,  than  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Kent.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
that  his  two  honourable  friends,  who  had 
just  spoken,  were  perfectly  right  in  saying, 
that  all  considerations  of  that  nature  ought 
to  be  entirely  laid  aside  in  deciding  on 
such  a  proposition  as  that  now  submitted 
to  thf  committee.  Laying  aside,  there- 
fore, all  such  considerations,  he  should 
vote  for  the  motion  on  the  same  principle 
as  that  on  which  he  had  voted  for  the 
allowance  to  the  duke  of  Clarence.  Here 
was  a  proposed  matrimonial  alliance,  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
succession  to  the  Crown,  contracted  with 
the  full  consent  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  constitution,  and  meeting  with  (as  it 
deserved)  the  sanction  of  parliament. 
There  was  also  this  additional  fact,  that 
the  finances  of  the  illustrious  individual  in 
question  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  render 
parliamentary  aid  indispensable  to  the 
completion  of  a  marriage,  which  was  on 
all  hands  allowed  to  be  so  desirable.  Such 
was  the  dry  constitutional  ground  on 
which  the  vote  rested.  That  House  knew 
nothing  of  the  personal  qualities,  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  their  royal  high- 
nesses. It  was  enough  that  they  were 
princes  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  the 
succession  of  which  it  was  so  highly 
desirable  if  possible  to  secure.    The  only 


questions  were,  was  thejmatch  calculated 
to  obtain  that  object?  Had  it  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Crown  as  pre- 
scribed by  law  ?  Did  it  deserve  the  sanc« 
tion  of  parliament?  If  these  questions 
were  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  they 
were  in  the  present  case,  and  in  the  cases 
of  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and  Cambridge, 
there  then  came  the  last  question— Is  die 
assistance  of  (parliament  necessaTj  to 
enable  the  match  to  be  concluded  i  To 
this  answer  an  affirmative  was  given  in  the 
case  of  the  duke  of  Clarence,  on  which 
account  he  (Mr.B.)  voted  for  an  allowance 
to  his  royal  highness;  a  negative  was 
given  to  it  in  the  case  of  the  duke  of 
Cambridge,  on  which  account  he  voted 
against  an  allowance  to  his  royal  highness. 
An  affirmative!  was  now  given  to  it  in  the 
case  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  on  which  ac* 
count  he  was  compelled  b;jr  his  duty  to 
vote  for  an  allowance  to  ms  royal  hijjh* 
ness.  This  was  the  only  true  constitu- 
tional ground  on  which  the  noble  lord's 
proposition  ought  to  be  acceded  to,  and 
not  tlie  gratitude  which  every  man  must 
feel  who  bad  witnessed  the  incessant  ex* 
ertiotts  of  the  duke  of  Kent  for  the  last 
seven  years  to.  forward  every  object  of  a 
charitable  and  benevolent  nature.  He 
wished  merely  to  advert  (and  that  on  pub- 
lic grounds)  to  what  had  dropped  from 
the  noble  lord  with  respect  to  his  royal 
highness's  incumbrances.  If  he  had  been 
rightly  informed,  those  incumbrances  had 
arisen  almost  entirely,  if  not  entirely, 
from  the  delay  in  providing  for  his  roval 
highness  a  separate  income.  Instead  of 
receiving  1^000^  a  year  at  the  age  of  ^, 
as  prescribed  by  act  of  parliament,  bis 
royal  highness  enjoyed  no  income,  except 
an  allowance  from  his  majesty,  until  he 
was  32.  The  appointments  which  had 
been  conferred  upon  his  royal  highness 
hadbeenby  no  means  sinecures.  £xposed 
to  the  severitjr  of  opposite  climates,  m  the 
West  Indies,  in  Gibraltar,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
in  Canada,  his  royid  highness  had  spent 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  in  active  and 
harassing  service  mthout  receiving  any 
adequate  emolument.  His  roval  highness 
had  also  experienced  great  losses  in  his 
banage,  which  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
military  officer  would  certainly  have  ap- 
peared in  the  army  extraordioaries,  but 
for  which  his  royal  highness  had  received 
no  remuneration.  His  royal  bigness, 
however,  made  no  daim  whatever  on  this 
subject.  Bnt  the  circumstance,  added  to 
the  lengdi  of  time  during  which  bis  in- 
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trioiu  husband  was  but  m  act  of  bare  jus- 
tice. It  was  due  also  to  his  royri  highness 
to  state,  that  he  was  desirous  that  2,0002. 
a  year  of  the  proposed  income  shodd  be 
settled  on  his  royal  consort  by  way  of 
pin-money.  His  royal  hiffhness  haa  for 
some  years  been  under  the  pressure  of 
considerable  incumbrances.  Those  in* 
cumbrances  his  royal  highness  had  met 
in  the  most  manly  and  honourable  way 
[hear,  hear  !]•  In  consideration  of  these 
incumbrances  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  his  royal  highness,  immediately 
after  his  marriage  (in  the  event  of  the 
provision  being  made,  which  he  was  about 
to  propose  to  the  committee),  would  live 
altogether  in  that  splendid  style  which  he 
would  otherwise  do,  and  which  he  would 
adopt  as  soon  as  he  was  liberated  from 
those  incumbrances.  They  had  been 
principally  incurred  at  an  early  period  of 
his  royal  highnesses  life.  *His  royal 
highness,  it  must  be  recollected,  did  not 
come  into  the  enjoyment  of  a  separate  in* 
come  until  a  later  period  of  his  life,  than 
that  at  which  it  had  been  bestowed  on 
other  branches  of  the  royal  family.  Until 
•his  royal  highness  was  thirty-two  years 
.of  age  he  had  only  5,000{.  a  year  allowed 
him  by  his  royal  father,  and  his  emolu- 
ments of  about  5,000^  a  year  from  his  situa- 
tion as  commander  da  diief  of  the  British 
possessions  in  North  America.  From  the 
narrow  nature  of  that  income  arose  those 
incumbrances  which  his  royal  highness 
was  now  in  the  course  of  disdiarging  with 
•so  much  honour  to  himself.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  would  move,  <'  That  his 
majesty  be  enabled  to  grant  a  yearly  sum 
of  money  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the 
sum  of  6,000/.  to  make  a  suitable  provi- 
sion for  his  royal  highness  -the  duke  of 
Kent,  upon  his  marriage.*' 

Mr.  Cunoen  said,  that  however  painful 
to  his  feelings  it  might  be,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  the  present  motion.  He 
rested  his  opposition  on  two  points.  In 
the  first  place,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
had  ever  acceded  to  any  pledge,  by  which 
he  was  bound,  in  all  cases,  to  miake  a  pro- 
vision for  efvery  branch  of  the  royal 
family,  when  a  marriage  was  about  to  take 
place.  In  the  present  instance,  he  could 
not  see  any  necessity  for  making  such  a 
provision  as  that  now  called  for,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  income  enjoyed  by  the  illus- 
trious duke.  He  differed  also  from  the 
nohle  losd  pn  another  jpotnt    He  had  ob- 
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served,  that  they  were  not  to  take  into 
consideration  any  emolument  enjoyed 
from  military  or  other  situations,  by  the 
royal  family,  when  a  provision  of  this 
description  was  demanded.  He  never 
had  conceded  any  such  principle ;  and,  if 
it  had  not  been  ior  the  late  hour  at  which 
the  question  was  brought  forward  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  a  grant  was  made 
to  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  he  would  have 
opposed  it.  When  he  saw  the  illustrious 
duke  receiving  an  income  of  25,000^  per 
annum,  he  could  not  agree  to  an  additional 
vote.  He  considered  the  situation  in 
which  the  country  was  placed,  and  he 
could  not  consent  that  6,0Otf.  per  annum 
should  be  added  to  the  existing  burthens. 
He  wished  to  ask,  was  there  no  source 
from  which  this  sum  could  be  derived 
without  coniing  to  parliament  ? — Had  not 
the  illustrious  duke  parents?  Was  not 
her  majesty  in  possession  of  a  very  consi- 
derable sum,  derived  from  the  pri vv  purse  ? 
That  House  had  not  inquired  into  the 
state  of  the  privy  purse,  and,  in  neglecting 
to  do  so,  tlie^  had  neeiected  their  du^. 
Out  of  the  privy  purse  her  majesty  mi^t 
have  made  good  the  sums  necessary  to 
remove  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
ihe  illustrious  duke,  and  thus  havereup 
dered  an  application  to  parliament  unne^ 
cessary.  He  was  glad  that  parliament 
had  at  length  awaked  to  a  sense  of  its 
duty.  He  was  glad  they  had  told  the 
royal  family,  that,  if  they  chose  to  con* 
tract  debts,  and  did  not  discharge  them 
out  of  their  regular  income,  parliament, 
when  applied  to-— for  that  purpose,  could 
not  conscientiously  assist  them.  In  acting 
as  he  did,  he  was  not  influenced  by  a  d^ 
sire  to  do  what  was  agreeable,  but  what 
was  just.  He  opposed  the  motion  with 
reluctance,  because  he  had  a  high  respect 
for  the  character  of  the  illustrious  duke, 
but  his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  the 
country,  imperatively  called  on  him  to  r^ 
fuse  the  grant  now  called  for. 

Sir  Robert  Heron  bore  unequivocal  tes- 
timony to  the  character  of  the  exalted  in* 
dividual  in  question,  so  well  known  by  hia 
constitutional  principles,  and  by  the  bene- 
volence of  his  disposition ;  but  in  the  pre* 
sent  overburthened  state  of  the  country, 
if  it  were  necessary  to  make  any  addition 
to  his  royal  highness's  income,  it  ought  to 
be  made  from  those  immense  estimlish* 
ments  maintained  only  for  the  purposes  of 
parade  and  patronage,  and  whicn  were 
easily  and  aavantageously  susceptible  of 
dimmution.   >&fter  the  late  diacussioni  ha 
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would  not  trouble  the  committee  farther 
on  the  f  ubiect.  So  far,  however,  was  he 
from  thinking  that  the  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Cambridge  waa  a  proper  precedent,  that 
if  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so, 
he  should  have  opposed  it  as  most  objec- 
tionable, on  account  of  the  immense  emo- 
lument that  he  derived  from  Hanover.  If 
it  were  urged  that  that  emolument  was 
temporary,  the  answer  was,  that  when  it 
ended  that  would  be  time  enough  to 
make  the  proposed  provision.  To  the 
dower  proposea  to  be  granted  to  the  illus* 
Irious  consort  of  his  royal  highness  he 
would  make  no  opposition. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  persuaded  that  if 
the  committee  were  to  vote  on  the  ground 
of  the  personal  character  or  the  private 
conduct  of  the  illustrious  individusl  in 

3uestion,  the  motion  would  at  once  be 
Isposed  of;  for  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  no  roan  had  set  a  brighter  example  of 
public  virtue-^no  man  had  more  benefi- 
cially exerted  himself  in  his  high  station 
to  benefit  every  institution  with  which  tlie 
best  interests  of  the  country,  the  protec* 
lion  and  the  education  of  tne  jpoori  were 
connected,  than  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Kent.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
that  his  two  honourable  mends,  who  had 
just  spoken,  were  perfectly  right  in  saying, 
that  all  oonsiderations  of  that  nature  ought 
to  be  entirely  laid  aside  in  deciding  on 
such  a  proposition  as  that  now  submitted 
to  the  committee.  Laying  aside,  there- 
fore, all  such  considerations,  he  should 
vote  for  the  motion  on  the  same  principle 
as  that  on  which  he  had  voted  for  the 
allowance  to  the  duke  of  Clarence.  Here 
was  a  proposed  matrimonial  alliance,  in- 
tendea  for  the  purpose  of  suppljring  the 
succession  to  the  Crown,  contracted  with 
the  full  consent  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  constitution,  and  meeting  with  (as  it 
deserved)  the  sanction  of  parliament. 
There  was  also  this  additional  fact,  that 
the  finances  of  the  illustrious  individual  in 
question  were  in  such  a  state  as  to  render 
parliamentary  aid  inflispensable  to  the 
completion  of  a  marriage,  which  was  on 
all  hands  allowed  to  be  so  desirable.  Such 
was  the  dry  constitutional  ground  on 
which  the  vote  rested.  That  House  knew 
nothing  of  the  personal  qualities,  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  their  royal  high- 
nesses. It  was  enough  that  they  were 
princes  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  the 
succession  of  which  it  was  so  highly 
desirable  if  possible  to  secure.    The  on^ 
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questions  were,  was  the«match  calculated 
to  obtain  that  object?  Had  it  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Crown  as  pre* 
scribed  by  law  ?  Did  it  deserve  the  sanc« 
tion  of  parliament?  If  these  questions 
were  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  they 
were  in  the  present  case,  and  in  the  cases 
of  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and  Cambridge, 
there  then  came  the  last  question-^Is  Uie 
assistance  of  Parliament  necessary  to 
enable  the  match  to  be  concluded  i  To 
this  answer  an  affirmative  was  given  in  the 
case  of  the  duke  of  Clarence,  on  which 
account  he  (  Mr.  B. )  voted  for  an  allowance 
to  his  royal  highness;  a  negative  was 

S'ven  to  it  in  the  case  of  the  duke  of 
smbridge,  on  which  account  he  voted 
against  an  allowance  to  his  royal  highness. 
An  affirmative  was  now  given  to  it  in  the 
case  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  on  which  ac- 
count he  was  compelled  hj  his  duty  to 
vote  for  an  allowance  to  his  royal  mgh* 
ness.  This  was  the  only  true  constitu- 
tional ground  on  which  the  noble  lord's 
proposition  ought  to  be  acceded  to,  and 
not  the  gratitude  which  every  man  must 
feel  who  bad  witnessed  the  incessant  ex* 
ertions  of  the  duke  of  Kent  for  the  last 
seven  yesrs  to  forward  every  object  of  m 
charitable  and  benevolent  nature*  He 
wished  merely  to  advert  (and  that  on  pub- 
lie  grounds)  to  what  had  dropped  trom 
the  noble  lord  with  respect  to  his  royal 
highness's  incumbrances.  If  he  had  been 
rightly  informed,  those  incumbrances  hsd 
arisen  almost  entirely,  if  not  entirely, 
from  the  delay  in  providing  for  his  royal 
highness  a  separate  income.  Insteaa  of 
receiring  12,0002.  a  year  at  the  age  of  24^, 
as  prescribed  by  act  of  parliament,  his 
royal  highness  enjoyed  no  income,  except 
an  allowance  from  his  majesty,  until  be 
was  82.  The  appointments  which  had 
been  conferred  upon  his  royal  highness 
had  been  by  no  means  sinecures.  £xposed 
to  the  severitjr  of  opposite  climates,  m  the 
West  Indies,  in  Gibraltar,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
in  Canada,  his  royal  highness  had  spent 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  in  active  and 
harassing  service  without  receiving  any 
adequate  emolument.  His  roval  highness 
had  also  experienced  great  losses  in  his 
bacgage,  which  in  tiie  case  of  an  ordinary 
roiutary  officer  would  certainly  have  ap- 
peared in  the  army  extraordioaries,  but 
for  which  his  royal  highness  had  received 
no  remuneration,  nis  royal  hi|^nes% 
however,  made  no  claim  whatever  on  Uiis 
subject.  But  the  drcumstance,  added  to 
the  length  of  tune  daring  iriiich  bis  in- 
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highness  should  sunriTe  his  royd  high- 
ness the  duke  of  Kent,  to  be  issuing  and 
payable  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  of 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.** — Agreed  to. 

Alien  Bill.]  Lord  CasUereagh  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Alien  Bill. 

Mr.  Lambton  confessed,  that  it  was 
with  no  small  degree  of  surprise  he  wit- 
nessed the  intrc^uction  of  this  bill  the 
other  night.  He  was  surprised  that  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace  an  Alien  bill 
should  have  been  twice  submitted  to  their 
notice, — This  could  only  be  accounted 
for  from  the  idea  which  the  noble  lord 
entertained  of  the  subserviency  and  plia- 
bility of  parliament,  an  idea  which  he 
could  not  out  Uiink  well  founded  when  he 
saw  what  passed  in  the  House  last  night 
[  Hear,  hear  V\.  The  noble  lord  had  ven- 
tured to  tell  a  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  this  Alien  bill  was  a  mitigated 
system ;  but  it  was  a  system  which  was 
at  variance  with  every  principle  of  our 
constitution — a  system  which  violated  at 
one  blow  the  spirit  of  those  ancient  regal 
enactments  which  protected  the  liberty  of 
all  residing  within  the  realms — which  was 
in  direct  contradiction  to  an  express  pro- 
vision of  Magna  Charta,  and  which  went 
to  destroy  every  thing  that  distinguished 
the  constitution  of  this  country  from  the 
arbitrary  governments  hitherto  held  up  to 
the  scorn  and  execration  of  all  Europe 
[Hear,  hear,  hear !].  Up  to  1793,  the 
policy  of  this  country  had  been  to  protect 
all  foreigners  who  selected  this  country 
for  their  residence.  This  spirit  pervaded 
every  act  of  our  legislature,  which  had  any 
relation  to  foreigners.  Had  the  same 
spirit  which  commenced  with  the  conti- 
nental tyranny  introduced  under  the 
auspices  of  the  noble  lord,  then  prevailed 
in  this  country,  would  England  have  pro- 
fited at  she  did  by  the  revocation  of  the 
edict  of  Nantz?'  The  asylum  given  to 
these  persecuted  foreigners,  had  laid  the 
foundation  of  those  manufactures  which 
had  given  to  this  country  a  superiority 
over  every  other  country  in  the  world. 
Even  the  Bigotted  Catholic  monarch  who 
then  filled  the  throne  of  these  realms^ 
protected  the  Protestant  subjects  of 
France,  driven  from  their  country  for  ad- 
herence to  their  religious  opinions.— 
James  2nd  felt  himself  bound  to  receive 
those  Protestant  fugitives,  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  benefit  that  would  arise  to  this 
country,  even  at  a  time  when  he  was  dls- 
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pensin^  with  the  Test  act  in  fiivour  of  his 
Catholic  officers— when  he  was  authorize 
ing  the  cruelties  and  inhumanities  of  Kirk 
and  Jeffreys,  and  pursuing,  in  all  other  re* 
spects,  that  system  of  bigotted  persecu* 
tion,  which  ultimately  and  happily  ended 
in  his  expulsion  from  the  tnrone.  He 
mentioned  those  facts  merely  to  show  that 
in  all  tames  had  foreigners  enjoyed  liberty 
and  security  In  this  country,  even  when 
the  country  was  subject  to  all  the  danger 
which  threatened  it  from  a  pretender  to 
the  throne.  In  1793,  the  Alien  bill  was 
first  passed,  on  the  pretence  that  we  were 
threatened  with  great  danger  from  the 
resort  of  foreigners  to  this  country.  He 
would  not  now  enter  into  the  question^ 
whether  this  pretence  had  or  had  not  any 
foundation  in  truth— but  certainly,  what- 
ever grounds  there  might  be  for  an  alien 
bill  in  1793,  there  could  not  be  the  same 
now.  That  bill  was  a  war  measure ;  and 
stood  on  decidedly  distinct  and  separate 
grounds;  and  unless  it  could  be  proved 
that  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  to 
the  tranquillity  of  our  own  government 
from  the  machinations  of  aliens,  whose 
countries  were  in  avowed  and  open  hosti- 
lity to  us,  he  must  assert  that  no  prece- 
dent could  be  drawn  from  the  adoption  oC 
that  measure.  We  were  now  at  peace 
and  amity  with  all  the  European  world--* 
all  revolutionary  doctrines  had  been  anni- 
hilated by  the  sad  experience  of  the  last 
twenty-^e  years,  their  fervour  and  vio- 
lence naving  subsided  first  into  a  military, 
and  latterly  into  a  legitimate  despotism. 
The  success  of  the  coalesced  powers  of 
Europe  had  succeeded  in  repressing  the 
ambitious  encroachments  of '  Napoleon^ 
had  hurled  him  from  his  powerrul  and 
elevated  situation,  and  replaced  on  the 
vacant  throne  of  France  the  exiled  family 
of  the  Bourbons.  In  every  corner  of 
Europe  had  legitimacy  raised  its  head* 
That  cause  had  oeen  strengthened  by  the 
treaties  and  associations  of  monarchs,  and 
acknowledged  as  the  watchword  of  peace 
by  the  noble  lord  himself  at  the  Congress 
of  Vienna.  In  furtherance  of  that  object 
he  had  planned  and  executed  the  spolia- 
tion and  partition  of  whole  countriea*- 
divided  populations  possessing  the  same 
manners,  language,  and  customs^sepa- 
rated  subjects  from  a  monarch  whom  they 
respected  and  venerated — handed  over 
independent  states  to  sovereigns  whose 
rule  had  been  immemorially  the  object  of 
their  detestation,  and  In  the  nicety  of  hia 
ralculationsias  purveyor  to  legitimacyi  had 
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even  ditid^  his  hiUDan  merchandise  into 
lottls  and  half  soub ;  and  all  this  was  per- 
peMted  to  oosore  the  safety  of  legitimacyv 
and  accordiog  to  the  noble  lord's  mode 
of  reasonings  the  general  peace  of  Europe. 
But  had  he  not  sacceeded  in  all  these  ob- 
jects? Had  one  single  event  occurred 
since  the  period  of  these  proceedings  to 
justify  the  present  measure  ?  Every  act  of 
spoliation  tiad  been  carried  into  effect; 
andy  according  to  the  noble  lord's  own 
showings  there  was  no  danger,  no  hosti- 
li^  to  be  apprehended  from  anv  foreigners 
whatever.  As  then,  the  noble  lord  per- 
sisted in  urging  the  adoption  of  this  mea- 
sure, notwidistandiog  he  could  not  under- 
take to  state  that  any  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  foreigners,  they  must 
look  to  other  causes.  What  he  was  about 
to  state,  he  believed  to  be  the  real  and 
true  cause:— the  bill  was  not  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  these  realms 
from  mmger,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  tyrants,  and  upholding  continen- 
tal despousm  [Hear,  hear,  hear!] — for 
the  purpose  of  annihilating  that  small  spot 
of  liberty,  that  refuge  from  oppression, 
which  had  once  existed  here  to  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  of  the  British  name  [Hear, 
hear !].  ft  was  once  the  boast  of  English- 
men, that  the  moment  the  feet  of  a  slave 
tottdied  the  British  soil,  he  became  free. 
It  was  every  where  repeated,  that  however 
much  slavery  and  tyranny  might  degrade 
and  oppress  human  nature  in  other  coun- 
tries, nere  they  had  no  power— however 
much  they  might  elsewhere  persecute  all 
parties,  sects  and  opinions,  from  the 
moment  they  reached  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land, that  persecution  ceased. 

That  sacred  isle ! 
Cut  off  from  the  continent,  that  world  of 

slaves: 
That  temple  built  by  Heaven's  peculiar  care 
In  a  rscess  from  the  contagious  world, 
And  dedicated  long  to  liberty, 
^hat  health,  that  strength,  that  bloom  of  civil 

life. 

But  he  would  ask,  could  that  description 
which  was  justly  applied  by  the  poet  to 
this  country,  even  m  174^,  be  any  longer 
considered  appropriate  ? — Jhe  noble  lord, 
who  now  dedred  the  renewal  of  the  Alien 
bill,  proposed  it  without  any  other  view 
than  that  of  subserviencv  to  continental 
pditics.  If  the  noble  lord  maintained 
that  it  was  not  framed  with  that  view,  he 
would  call  on  him  to  pledge  himself  that 
it  would  not  be  put  in  execution  against 
any  of  the  persecuted  iDdividuals>  who 

(VOL.  xxkvui.) 


could  now  onl¥  find  a  secure  'ftsylum  in 
this  coimtiy— oe  meant  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  proscribed  by  the  Idng^  of 
France,  after  his  being  a  second  time 
placed  on  the  throne  of  France  by  the 
allied  troops.  In  considering  this  bill  ai 
it  must  necessarily  apply  to  the  case  of 
those  individuals,  he  should  very  shortly 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
nature  and  history  of  that  proscription. 
If  no  Alien  bill  existed^if  that  liberty  of 
action  had  been  still  accorded  which  it 
was  once  the  noble  policy  of  this  country 
to  extend  to  all  foreigners  whose  coun- 
tries were  in  a  state  of  peace  with  us,  he 
should  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to 
express  in  that  House  any  sentiments  but ' 
those  of  mere  commiseration  for  the  fate 
of  victims  of  tyranny  and  oppression- 
sentiments  which  he  was  conndent  would 
be  echoed  by  every  man  both  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it,  who  was  not  subservient  to 
the  mandates  of  that  policy  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  allied  powers  during^ 
the  course  of  the  partition  of  Europe. 
But  it  was  the  object  of  the  noble  lord  to 
prevent  those  unfortunate  individuals  from 
availing  themselves  of  that  protection  in 
this  country,  which  was  due  to  all  who 
conducted  themselves  peaceably  in  it, 
thus  rendering  the  government  of  this 
country  the  accomplice  of  measures  which 
history  would  describe  as  most  tyrannical 
and  unjust.  When  the  valour  of  our 
troops  a  second  time  placed  the  fugitive 
Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  Fktmce,  it  Waa 
the  wish  of  all  that  that  ruler  should  not, 
by  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  en- 
danger the  tranquillity  of  Europe*  Ne- 
vertheless, a  fortnight  after  the  restora- 
tion, an  edict  came  out  against  thirty-eight 
individuals,  banished  them  from  Pbris* 
and  placed  them  en  iuroeUlance  until 
their  fate  had  undergone  the  decision  of 
the  French  legislature.  By  that  edict, 
the  king  not  only  violated  the  promise 
which  he  had  solemnly  given  in  the  face 
of  Europe,  but  he  trampled  by  it  the  pro* 
visions  of  that  charter  under  foot  which  he 
had  voluntarily  sworn  to  observe.  Whe- 
ther it  was  his  love  of  revenge,  or  a  wish 
to  impress  on  the  world  the  idea  that  an* 
extensive  conspiracy  existed  in  France 
that  induced  the  king  to  pursue  this  line 
of  conduct  he  knew  not  ;-*-if  it  was  the 
former,  it  needed  no  comment— -if  it  was 
the  latter,  he  must  say  that  no  failureliad 
ever  been  more  complete  or  disgraceful ; 
for  the  Frendi  govemnfient  had  six  roontha 
to  establish  their  £scts  against  these  meo 
(SB) 
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.^that  they  spared  no  pdiis  ie  easily  to  be 
believed  ^— the  parliament  had  been  long 
HMembled— almost  all  the  proscribed  had 
surrendered  themselves,  altbouffh  the j  had 
every  means  of  escaping;  and  uie  remain-* 
der,  who  had  taken  refuge  without  the 
French  territories,  had  also  declared  their 
willingness  to  surrender  themselves  when 
a  constitutional  mode  of  trial  was  guaran- 
tee^ to  them.    In  this  state  of  things  what 
did  the  French  government  do  ?   Unable, 
after  all  their  attempts,  to  substantiate  any 
Hiing  against  those  individuals,  which  by 
the  laws  of  their  country  would  subject 
them  to  punishment,  they  pretended  that 
the  publicity  of  a  trial  would  endanger 
the  public  tranquillity;  and  they  demand- 
ed f^om  the  parliament  of  France  a  mea- 
sure of  proscription  against  them,  without 
allowing  them  to  be  heard  in  their  defence. 
Even  those  men  who  were  about  to  revive 
those  feudal  institutions,  which,  happily 
for  France,  were  destroyed  with  the  re- 
volution, and  who  looked  on  any  attempt 
to  oppose  the  will  of  their  sovereign  as 
little  better  than  sedition;    even  these 
ultra  royalists  viewed  this  proscription 
with  horror;  and  the  king  obtainea  the 
power  wished  for,  on  a  promise  of  banish- 
ina  those  only  who  were  most  dangerous. 
The  king  obtained  that  power,  but  how 
did  he  use  it  ?  In  the  spirit  of  clemency  ? 
▲11  those  individuals  had  been  banished, 
and  in  three  years  not  one  had  been  al- 
lowed to  return.    That  all  of  them  de- 
served this  severity  he  denied— >many  of 
them  were  in  no  other  respects  guilty 
than  in  hatring  fought  for  their  country  in 
the  field  of  battle,  or  served  it  in  the  cabi- 
net, and  many  of  them  had  never  even 
taken  part  in  any  of  those  political  events 
and  changes  which  had  so  greatly  agitated 
France  daring  the   last  five  and  twenty 
years.    These  unfortunate  men  were  now 
exiled  from  their  country,  and  under  the 
existine  system  of  the  contment,  which 
the  noble  lord  wished  to  extend  to  this 
country,  they  found  all  hospitality  cut 
off  from  them.    Against  these  unfortunate 
men  all  Europe  were  leagued  ;-«if  one  of 
them  happened  to  be  living  in  any  comer 
of    Switaerlaad,  the    Netherlands,    the 
banks  of  the  Rhme,  or  in  any  of  the  small 
plates  of  Grermany,  he  was  seised  by  the 
police --treated  as  a  felon^aod  handed 
over  with  every  barbarity  to  ^  place 
ailoHed  htm ;«— if  one  word  of  complaint 
escaped  him,    he  was  answ^ered  by  the 
Treaty  of  Parts  and  the  Holy  Alliance, 
and  he  was  hurried  off  to  the  town  dlotted 
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to  him  in  Austria  or  Prussia,  to  be  watched 
by  spies— such  being  the  system  of  con* 
tinental  police,  was  it  honoimtble  and  ad* 
vantageous  to  England  to  contribute  to 
support  it  ?  And  that  this  was  the  object 
of  this  bill  h^  could  not  doubt,  when  he 
saw  his  majesty's  ministers,  in  the  midst 
of  a  complete  and  uninterrupted  peace, 
call  on  the  Houses  of  Parliament  to  sus- 
pend one  of  the  dearest  privileges  of  the 
constitution  —  that    which    insures    the 
libertv  of  all  strangers  visiting  its  ^orea 
«»ana,  in  addition  to  that,  when  he  recol- 
lected that  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
had  joined  with  the  allied  powers  to  drive 
those  French  exiles  from  any  asylum  they 
might  have,   either  in  Switzerland,  the 
Netherlands,  or  the  Banks  of  the  IUiine» 
and  hand  them  over  to  their  enemy,  he 
could  no  longer  doubt  that  the  bill  was 
but  a  pledge  of  the  cooperation  of  i£ng^ 
land  m  measures   which  must  inflict  a 
stain  on  the  national  character  ?   He  im- 
plored the  House  to  pause  before  they 
armed  government  with  this  power,  which 
could  only  be  exercised  against  those  who 
had  incurred  the  vengeance   of  foreign 
powers.    For  if  it  was  not  agmnst  such 
persons  that  this  bill  was  directed— if  it 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  foretgn 
governments,  it  could  then  only  be  jus- 
tified by  an  apprehension  of  danger  tothia 
country  from  tne  attempts  of  these  men-^ 
surely  if  their  constitution  waste  be  over- 
turned by  the  machinations  of  thirty^ight 
men— -outlaws  from  their  country — fugi- 
tives without  means  of  intimidatioo  or 
corruptioa,  it  had  indeed  become  unfit 
foT  the  purposes  to  which  it  had  been  as- 
signed oy  our  ancestors.     It  had  then 
become  what  he  very  much  feared  the  no- 
ble lord  wished  it  tobecome^aconstitutian 
for  show,  and  not  for  use— a  constitution 
to  be  viewed  at  a  distance  as  a  fit  oUeel 
for  speculative  admiration,  but  one  wnich 
in  hours  of  doubt  or  danger  was  to  be 
abandoned  as  ine&ctive,  and  replaced  by 
the  more  effectual— the  more  energetio— - 
the  more  legitimate  power  of  military  des- 
potism.   He  knew  not  whether  the  con- 
dition of  the  French  government  would 
justify  one  or  the  other  supposition ;   but 
this  he  might  without  hazard  assert,  dmt 
if  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Fraqce^ 
or  any  considerable  part  of  them,  wwa 
friends  to  the  government  now  establ^^ked 
there,  it  was  ridiealous  to  suppose  Chat  a 
small  number  of  exiles  could  endanger  it. 
But  if  the  people  of  ^t  country  univer- 
sally tbosf  Qt  that  their  government  was 
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impoced  on  theni  by  foreign  ann»— if  thej 
boneld  it  Ma  motiument  erecteA  by  the 
fmdo  of  their  victorious  enemies  on  tlieir 
degradation— ii^  in  short,  that  government 
was  despised  and  detested,  was  it  then  to 
be  avowed  that,  for  the  purpose  of  sustain- 
ing the  unwieldy  fabric,  for  the  erection 
of  which  they  had  already  sacrificed  500 
millions,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
sacrifice  what,  in  his  estimation,  was  far 
dearer  to  tliem-^their  rights,  their  consti- 
tution, and  their  honour?  Under  a  despo- 
tic government  the  monarch  alone  an* 
swered  for  the  demerits  and  dishonour  of 
its  acts,  but  in  this  country  every  act 
passed  was  justly  considered  as  emanating 
from  the  people.  As  their  representatives 
the  House  was  bound  to  reject  every 
meainre  affecting  their  honour  and  cha- 
racter—every measure  containing  princi- 
ples subversive  of  the  laws  of  honour  and 
of  justice :  such  a  measure  was  the  one 
DOW  before  them,  and  as  such  he  called 
on  the  House,  if  it  repented  not  of  having 
shown  its  independence  on  a  late  occa- 
sion, also  to  show  its  independence  in  a 
oasa  where  the  honour  of  their  consti- 
tuents, the  people  of  England,  and  the 
protection  or  the  constitution  demanded, 
m  a  £ur  greater  degree,  the  same  exer- 
tiotts*  He  should  therefore  move  as  an 
amendment,  <«That  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  six  months." 

Mr.  FrDtheme  said,  he  must  oppose 
the  amendment.  He  conceived  that  mi- 
Bisters  would  not  deserve  any  credit  for 
what  they  had  done,  if  they  exposed  the 
country  to  any  further  dangers,  by  allow- 
ing indiscriminate  protection  to  every 
person  who  might  visit  its  shores.  From 
the  returns  on  the  table,  it  appeared,  that 
the  greatest  moderation  had  been  exer- 
cised in  the  use  hitherto  made  of  the 
power  vested  in  ministers  by  this  act.  He 
•hould  therefore  vote  In  favour  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill. 

After  a  pause,  a  division  being  called 
for, 

Mr.  LyUelion  said,  that  it  appeared  to 
be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  that  this  question  should  not  be 
much  discussed.  He  was  surprised  that 
they  had  got  nothing  to  say  in  defence  of 
Aeir  measures,  especially  as  what  his  hon 
IHend  who  asoved  the  amendment  had 
stated  against  the  present  bill  deserved 
their  utmost  attenuon.  He  felt  modi 
vehiocance  in  rising  to  say  any  thing  on  a 
subject  of  tho  matest  niagoiln£  and 
imporiance,  considering  that  it  was  re- 
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garded  in  that  House  with  such  indiffer* 
ence.  He  had,  however,  a  peculiar 
reason  for  offering  himself  to  their  atten- 
tion, and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  a  case 
which  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  and 
which  showed  the  consequences  of  this 
measure  on  the  unhappy  victims.  He 
had  in  1816  stated  the  case  of  M.  Befort.« 
This  man  bad  been  sent  out  of  the  country 
in  1813,  although  he  hsd  been  established 
in  this  country  and  had  property  to  the 
value  of  forty  thousand  pounds.  He 
returned  in  1814,  and  though  he  had 
stated,  through  the  proper  channel,  the 
necessity  of  making  some  arrangements 
respecting  his  affairs,  he  was  again  sent 
away  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  He 
had  kept  a  shop  in  town,  and  sold  what 
was  supposed  to  be  an  efiectual  cure  for 
the  gout,  under  the  name  of  Eau  Medi- 
cinaJe.  If  this  gout-curer,  this  seller  of 
drug-wster,  conspired  against  the  peace 
and  stability  of  England,  the  noble  lord 
and  the  secretary  lor  the  home  depart- 
ment mig^t  be  justified,  but  they  ought 
to  show  that  he  could  be  reasonaoly 
suspected  of  any  such  conspiracy.  If 
not,  the  House  would  consider  thst  they 
exposed  individuals  of  peaceable  habits 
and  considerable  property  to  be  thus 
sent  away  from  tne  country  of  their 
choice,  and  the  property  acquired  by 
their  industry,  without  any  means  of 
making  their  case  known,  but  only 
through  individuals  like  himself.  When 
M.  Bcfort  had  come  to  this  country 
in  1810,  he  hsd  been  patronised  by  many 

Sntlemen  of  distinction,  particularly  by 
r.  Crawford  and  by  Mr.  Reeves,  of  thie 
Alien  office.  When  he  was  sent  away  on 
the  6th  of  August,  1818,  he  went  to 
Portsmouth,  aocompanied  by  a  person 
whom  he  would  not  name,  but  whom  be 
cooldmention  to  any  gentlemsn  if  required 
to  do  so.  This  person  examined  him  in 
Portsmouth,  strictly  and  personally,  and 
in  a  very  indecent  manner.  He  examined, 
at  the  same  time,  a  large  trunk  he  hsd, 
although  it  had  been  made  up  in  his  pre- 
sence. A  portfolio  was  seised.  He  left 
the  key  of  this  depository  of  a  suspicious 
Bsasical  instrument  with  captain  Wqdriflb, 
an  ofloer  of  character  he  believed.  After 
be  had  left  the  country,  then,  for  the  first 
time  was  discovered  in  the  bottom  of  this 
portfolio,  which  had  been  previously  exa- 
4nined,  in  presence  of  captain  Wodriffi^, 
a  correspondence  of  a  very  extraordinary 

^■^iW—  ^1         I  ■     I  ■■  I..  ■■■—■■■  I  I 
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and  certainly  of  a  rery  alarming  characier 
^t  was  a  correspondence  between  the 
pope,  the  Irish  catnolicsi  and  the  father  of 
the  order  of  La  Trappe.  The  very  names 
at  once  impressed  the  noble  lord,  the 
home  secretary,  with  terror  and  alarm  fa 
laugh].  This  was  the  kind  o£fo^^etyt  of 
all  others,  most  likely  to  effect  the  object 
desired*  The  mention  of  such  a  corres- 
pondence was  enough,  and  M.  Befort  was 
said  to  be  the  centleman  through  whom 
it  was  conducted.  But  if  any  foreigner  had 
really  been  engaged  in  such  a  correspon- 
dence, he  should  say  that  he  was  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  that  his  life  was 
forfeited,  or  at  least  that  be  coidd  be  visited 
with  adequate  punishment*  But  the  un- 
fortunate foreigner  whom  he  had  men- 
tioned had  been  sent  out  of  the  country 
for  no  such  cause.  The  person  who 
accompanied  him,  as  he  had  said  before, 
had  a  design  upon  his  property,  and  actually 
appropriated  400/.  or  500/.,  found  in  his 
portfolio,  to  himself.  He  must,  however, 
mention  a  striking  inaccuracy  connected 
with  this  case— an  inaccuracy,  or  at  least 
a  discordance,  with  a  formal  document, 
which  might  in  the  opinion  of  that  House 
disprove  all  he  had  said.  The  return 
made  to  the  House,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  represented  that  no  person  had 
been  sent  out  of  the  country  in  18H.  If 
tliis  was  incorrect,  then  the  whole  account 
might  be  incorrect,  and  they  had  no 
return  of  the  number  of  aliens  who  had 
aufiered  under  the  operation  of  this  mea- 
aure.  If  the  act  was  to  be  carried  into 
execution  in  a  clandestine  and  private 
nanner-^if  persons  were  to  be  sent  out 
of  the  coMntry  God  knew  how  or  when— 
what  a  horrible  engipe  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  ministers!  But  if  the  three  per- 
sons meotionied  in  the  return  were  indeed 
the  only  instances  that  could  be  given  in 
justification  of  the  bill,  he  could  not 
^void  putting  it  to  the  iQagnanimity  of 
the  House,  whether,  for  the  sake  of  such 
instances,  they  thought  it  worth  while,  in 
opposition  to  ancient  practice,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  of  our  constitution, 
which  had  distinguished  our  ancestors  and 
rendered  our  country  the  favoured  land, 
where  persons  and  property  were  secure 
from  persecution,  violence,  and  outrage— 
he  pjat  it  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  House, 
whether  it  was  worth  vbile,  for  the  sake 
of  three  individuals,  to  offer  violence  to 
$he  usage  of  our  ancestors  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  in  a  manner 
Ffiicb  left  to  foreigoorn  no  ledresa  at  all 
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for  any' outrage  Or  wrono.  If  ioA  ptiB*> 
ciplas  w#re,  indeed,  to  be  tandioffed  io 
England  we  were  subject  to  a  miit  siipki 
despotism.  Those  who  coiidtUid  cor 
administration  were  goMieaKB,  be  mI» 
mitted,  and  honourab^  men;  but  they 
had  never  manifested  any  feelinc  of  aym* 
pathy  with  the  su&riugs  of  theit  felmw- 
men  under  oppression  and  tyranny.  They 
had  aided  and  promoted  despotism  ail 
over  Europe.  They  had  never  failed  to 
support  the  powerful  against  the  weak 
and  injured  [Hear,  hear!].  Gendemen 
did  not  perhaps,  feel  it  to  be  a  very 
serious  and  alarming  evil,  because  it  was 
only  a  system  of  injustice  and  cruelty  to 
the  weak  and  helpless;  but  to  him  it 
appeared,  for  that  very  reason,  eminently 
entitled  to  attention,  and  calculated  to 
excite  the  justest  indignation.  A  case 
like  the  present  was  peculiarly  galling  to 
the  feelings  of  an  Englishman  in  a  foreign 
country—and  at  present  many  were  the 
Englishmen  scattered  over  Europe-^when 
he  could  not  hold  up  his  head,  and  what- 
ever might  be  his  pertonal  character  or 
conduct,  boast  that  England  was  distin« 
guished  for  the  vigour  of  her  trade,  the 
magnanimity  of  her  politics,  and,  above 
all,  the  liberality  and  generosity  of  -faer 
institutions.  This  consideration  touched 
him  very  nearly,  and  if  others  regarded  it 
with  indifference,  he  must  say,  that  much 
of  the  character  of  Englishmen-«much  of 
their  feelings  and  principles^— were  ffone. 

Mr.  H.  Clive  said,  he  believed  the 
cause  of  omitting  the  case  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  in  the  return  was,  that 
the  return  went  back  only  to  1814,  and 
that  the  person  in  question  having  been 
sent  out  of  the  country  in  1818,  it  was 
not  thought  proper  to  mention  his  being 
sent  away  a  second  time  in  1814.  He 
knew  nothing  of  the  case,  but  he  would 
inouire  into  the  cause  of  the  omission  of 
it  in  the  return.  It  should  be  recollectedt 
however,  that  we  had  been  at  war  in  1813,- 
and  that  greater  severity  was,  therefoiet 
oecesssry.  As  to  the  present  bill,  he 
must  observe,  that  there  were  a  number 
of  peiBons  in  France  who  knew  only  the 
trade  of  war,  and  if  they  were  allowed 
to  settle  in  this  country,  their  whole  ob- 
ject would  be  to  excite  war.  This  coun- 
try had  surely  a  right  to  protect  itself  firom 
such  an  evil. 

The  cry  of  <<  question"  became  now 
loud  and  ffeneral,  and  the  gallery  waa 
ordered  to  be  clemd,  when 

Lord   FMuiatfe  roie.    He   saidi  he 
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thought  it  most  indecent  conduct  on 
the  part  of  ministers*  not  to  offi^r  one 
word  in  defence  of  a  bill  which  had  ex* 
cited  so  much  apprehension  and  dissa- 
tisfiiction  as  the  present.  He,  for  one, 
should  feel  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  cha* 
racter  of  a  country,  which  had  at  a  dis- 
tant period  of  time,  afforded  to  his  own 
ancestors  that  shelter  and  hospitable 
asylum  for  which  this  nation  had  hitherto 
been  so  justly  celebrated,  in  the  stroi^est 
terms  to  protest  against  this  odious  Rbel 
on  the  national  character.  Thu  measure 
was  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and' the  uniform  policy  of  the  legislature, 
from  the  time  of  Edward  8rd,  down 
to  the  year  1816.  The  policy  wss  to 
cherish  and  encourage  an  influx  of  fo- 
raignem,  who  advanced  the  manufscturesi 
eemmorce  and  literature  of  this  countiy^ 
He  yet  waited  to  hear  a  single  argument 
for  a  discontinuance  of  that  policy  which 
their  ancestors  had  followed  with  so  much 
national  advantage.  This  advantage  was 
not  confined  to  the  pecuniary  considera- 
tions attendant  upon  the  commercial  pur- 
suits of  ^foreigners ;  it  established  a  cha- 
racter for  the  countrr,  as  the  plsce  of  re- 
fuge for  those  who  fled  from  the  tyranny 
of  their  own  governments :  it  made  Eng- 
land the  rallying  point  for  freedom  and 
liberty  against  oppression  and  injustice. 
It  had  been  hitherto  our  boast,  that  every 
foreigner  who  came  here  was  not  only  free 
in  his  person,  but  secure  in  the  enjoyment 
of  his  property,  while  obedient  to  the 
known  laws  of  the  land.  That  bulwark  of 
open  trial  and  fair  security  was  now  to  be 
taken  away,and  the  bill  before  the  House 
would  open  the  door  to  the  machinations 
of  every  secret  spy  sgainst  any  foreigner 
upon  whom  he  might  fix  his  attention. 
Toe  statement  of  his  hon.  friend  near  him, 
was  a  striking  proof  that  such  machina- 
Ciens  had  been  at  work.  Malice  and  es- 
pionage would  now  have  a  fine  field  for 
the  exercise  of  profitable  speculation.  An 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  returns 
presented  to  the  House :  on  this  subject 
all  he  should  say,  was,  that  though  three 
persons  were  only  sent  out  of  the  country 
oy  the  late  bill,  there  was  no  information 
to  show  what  was  the  nature  of  their  cases, 
or  whether  they  were  not  of  the  most  op- 
pressive and  uncalled-for  kind.  But  be- 
sides this,  the  returns  only  alluded  to 
aliena  sent  out  of  the  countrr :  there  was 
no  statement  to  show  that  the  powers  of 
the  bill  had  not  been  coercivenr  miplied 
jn  the  country.    If,  howeveri  it  dm  oeen 
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only  found  necessary  to  send  three  indivi- 
duals awa^,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  the  ne« 
cessity  ot  the  bill.  Surely,  for  so  small  a 
number,  it  was  hardly  worth  legblating 
on  such  a  scale,  unless  indeed  some  gen- 
tlemen thought  that  the  country  was  less 
able  to  resist  aggression  than  he  was  will- 
ing  to  believe  uie  was.  It  had  been  said 
by  the  noble'  lord  opposite,  that  it  was 
better  to  prevent  than  to  punish  crime* 
This  was  true  enough  in  a  moral,  and,  to 
a  certain  extent,  a  political  point  of  view. 
In  the  case  of  forgeries,  for  instance,  it 
was  right  to  take  away  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  temptation  to  commit  the  crime; 
but  when  the  supposed  evil  was  to  arise 
from  feelinn  of  human  nature,  which  laws 
could  not  adequate!  v  contcol,  then,  indeed^ 
the  principle,  which  was  good  in  equity, 
became  inapplicable  to  the  law  of  a  free 
state.  It  had  also,  like  most  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  noble  lord,  besides  its  uncon- 
stitutional character,  a  tendency  to 'em- 
body despotic  provisions  in  the  system 
and  practice  of  British  law.  It  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  repesl  of  the  po- 
licy which  chairacterised  this  country  in 
past  times,  and  of  the  ^ood,  sound,  con- 
stitutional prmciples  which  had  led  to  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  country.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  deep  infringements  of  con- 
stitutional principle  and  free  law,  it  went 
to  rear  up  in  the  country  those  pests  of 
society,  spies  and  informers,  whose  evil 
influence  had  been  already  so  fatally  felt. 
He  would  therefore  enter  his  solemn  pro* 
test  agsinst  this  measure,  as  being  subver* 
sive  of  the  most  ancient  and  generous  po- 
licy of  this  country  towards  foreigners. 

Mr.  C.  Grantf  jun.  said,  he  was  not  less 
sensible  of  the  great  blessing  which  we 
enjoyed  from  the  wise  and  eenerous  policy 
of  our  ancestors  towards  foreigners  than 
any  other  member,  but  he  conceived  that 
the  present  biU  was  not  incompatible  with 
the  ruU  and  firee  enjoyments  of  civil  liberty, 
by  those  persons  who  resided  here  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  constitutioo. 
The  noble  lord  seemed  to  be  mistaken 
when  he  asserted,  that  all  the  protection 
which  had  been  given  to  foreigners  was 
given  to  them  as  such.  There  were  many 
ancient  statutes  ordaining  such  protection, 
but  it  was  not  given  to  them  merehr  as 
foreigners,  but  as  merchants  and  trailers. 
They  were  protected  as  such  by  the  great 
duufter,  but  it  was  expressly  stated,  that 
such  protection  was  given  on  account  of 
their  importance  to  the  oountiy  as  mer- 
chanu  aud  traden.     Aliem  gweraUy 
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were  subject  to  many  disabilities  to  which 
British  natives  were  not  liable,  but  from 
a  ^reat  man?  of  these  disabilitiesi  aliens» 
being  merchants  in  this  country,  were 
•xenpted.  When  this  question  was  before 
the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  it  had 
been  atated,.  that  aliens  wereaubyect  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown;  and  he  con- 
ceived that  the  same  power  which  the 
Crown  possessed  of  preventing  its  sub- 
jects from  leaving  the  country,  might,  by 
a  parity  of  reasoning,  be  used  to  prohibit 
foreigners  from  entering    it,    when  the 
safety  of  the  state  required  it««-The  lum. 
gentleman  then  contended,  in  a  forcible 
and  eloquent  manner,  that  when  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Europe  was  considered—- 
when  it  was  recollected  that  attempts  at 
assassination  had  been  made  m  further- 
ance of  political   principles— when  tlie 
horrible  state  of  moral  degradation  to 
winch  the  revolution  of  17dS  had  given 
vise,'  was  viewed  in  its  proper  light,  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  there  existed  a 
mass  of  revdutioaary  materials,  which^re- 
quired  the  utmost  caution  to  prevent  ^om 
agam  producing  those  aUooious  plots  and 
conspiracies,  from  the  efbclB  of  which  the 
nalioDs  of  Europe  had  already  su&red  so 
severely.    For  a  period  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  srears,  since  the  peace  of  West- 
]ihalia»  there  had  not  been  such  a  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  nor  such  a  oonbiaation  of 
disordierly   deaMnts  as  Aen  existed  in 
Europe.    The  actors  in  those  scenes  that 
had  for  the  last  five  and  twenty  years 
plunged  Europe  in  war  and  bloodshed, 
round  no  solace  but  in  the  hope  of  new 
disorders ;  and  were  such  asea  to  be  ad- 
mitted indiscrinHBotelv  into  the  bosom  of 
the  country  ?  He  spoke  not  of  foreigners 
in  general,  but  of  those  who  had  waded 
through  all  the  scenes  and  all  the  horrors 
of  the  revolution,  who  had  at  one  time 
worshipped  the  Goddess  of  Reason,  and 
at  anotner  Buonaparte.    He  did  not  wish 
tint  England  should  be  the  gathering 
place,  the  city  of  refuge,  to  apostates  and 
traitors.    These  men  bad  been  thwarted 
and  blasted  in  all  the  plans  the?  had  been 
fiMining  and  matoring  for  the  last  twenty 
yeara,   whether  as  Jacobins  or  Bnona- 
partists.    And  by  whom  had  their  plans 
been  delected  and  defeated?    By  that 
oountrr  Into  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  bill  before  sbeai,  to  peeveot  their  ad- 
mission.   Weio  thm  no  materials  in  this 
country  iipon  which  they  «orid  operate  ? 
The  subject  was  a  pssnfd  ooe»  but  the 
House  was  aware  of  what  had^ahen  place 
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in  the  course  of  the  last  two  years.    But 
incendiaries  were  not  to  be  admitted  into 
the  bosom  of  the  country  to  trifle  with 
our  liberties,  lest  some  (however  few) 
should  bid  them  welcome.    Notwithstand- 
ing what  had  fidlen  from  the  noble  lord, 
he  must  contend,  that  in  many  caaes  a 
system  of  prevention  was  the  oictate  of 
sound  policy.    It  would  be  a  mischievous 
policy  tq  wait  until  the  danger  arrived-— 
to  allow  combustibles  to  be  thrown  into 
our  houses,  and  to  console  our  minds  with 
the  reflection,  that  when  the  flame  was 
lighted,  we  could  throw  ourselves  out  of 
me  windows.    He  fully  felt  the  forcible 
appeal  made  to  the  House  by  the  noble 
lord,  on  the  subject  of  foreigners  coming 
to  settle  in  this  country ;  and  the  recep* 
tion  that  had  been  afforded  them  was  a 
proof  of  public  virtue*    In  all  tbe  coun* 
tries  where  foreigners  of  that  description 
had  sought  refuge,  their  descendants  had 
subsequently  attained  the  first  honours 
and  distinctions  of  the  state.    But  that 
fact  did  not  militate  against  the  principle 
of  the  present  bill.    Admitting  that  it  was 
an  evil  that  any  description  of  foreigners 
^ould  be  excluded  from  the  country,  yet 
still,  in  a  case  where  the  public  safety  waa 
concerned,  of  two  evils  the  least  was  to  be 
chosen.    Such  a  proceeding  would  not 
injure  our  name  and  character  among 
foreign  nations;  or,  should  it  have  that 
ei&ct  for  a  time,  the  national  character 
would  ultimately  be  amply  redeemed.    In 
the  year  179S,  and  from  chat  time  down- 
wards, the  same  predictions  as  were  at 
present  made  had  been  uttered  with  equal 
confidence,  and  had  been  fully  fiilsined 
by  the  result.    In  what  period  of  our 
history  hsd  so  many  foreigners  enjoved 
tbe  hospitality  of  our  shores  as  for  tlie  last 
twenty-five  years?    Neither  Che  time  of 
queen  Elisabeth  nor  that  of  the  Revoca* 
tion  of  tlie  Edict  of  Nantz  afforded  any 
parallel,  and  the  future  historian  would 
select  the  period  alluded  to  as  one  the 
most  honourable  to  the  national  muni- 
ficence   and    hospitality.      Wtthhi    that 
period  foreigners  had  repaired  in  thou* 
sands  and  tens  of  thousands  to  the  shores 
of  this  couoti^.    The  Alien  act  had  been 
dangerous  only  to  the  guilty,  and  not  to 
those  who  had  fled  from  tbe  rage  of  pen* 
secution.    At  the  present  moment,  there 
wero  90fi00  foreignera  residing  in  this 
countrr  enjoying  the  protection  of  ita 
equal  laws.    Conceiving  fbe  bill  to  be 
perfectly  constitutional  and  indispensable 
to  the  safety  of  the  coiiDtry^  he  felt " 
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0e)f  bound  to  gtre  it  his  support,  and  to 
TOte  for  the  second  reeding. 

Mr.  F.  Douglas  rose  and  said :— Sir ;  I 
feel  the  disadvantage  und(sr  which  I  la* 
bour  in  rising  immediately  after  the  able 
speech  of  my  hon.  friend.  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  his  eloquence^  though  he  will' 
excuse  me  if  in  this  instance  as  on  some 
former  occasions,  I  am  of  opinion  that  he 
has  waited  it  on  a  subject  which  is  not  in 
fact  before  the  House.  My  hon.  friend 
has  with  powerful  ability  descanted  on  the 
morals  and  atrocities  of  the  French  revo- 
lutionists and  on  the  mischievous  inten- 
tions with  which  the  survivors  of  them 
are  disposed  to  overrun  Europe.  The 
ouestion  before  us  is  not  with  respect  to 
uie  character  of  foreigners  who  may 
dioofle  to  reside  in  this  country,  but  whe- 
ther there  is  any  danger  in  admitting  that 
Tesidence—whether  the  proposed  prohi- 
bition of  such  residence  is  consistent  with 
the  constitution  and  character  of  Great 
Britain.  Now,  Sir,  whatever  that  danger 
may  be,  I  feel  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  measure  recommended  by  the  noble 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs  to  counteract 
the  mischief  is  founded,  and  the  argu- 
ments by  which  it  hss  been  supported 
must  be  contemplated  by  any  one  soli- 
citoos  for  the  maintenance  of  our  con- 
stitutional rights  and  our  national  reputa- 
tion as  infinitely  more  pregnant  with 
alarm.  On  a  former  night  the  noble  lord 
said  something  about  the  preamble  of  this 
biH.  I  was  anxious  to  see  it  printed,  for 
the  purpose  of  exactly  ascertaining  the 
avowed  object  of  the  measure;  but  it 
BOW  appears  that  the  preamble,  or  rather 
the  preamble  maker  assigns  no  reason — 
the  accountant-general  of  the  administra- 
tion, the  person  to  whom  the  difficult  task 
is  assigned  of  finding  reasons  for  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers,  is  actually  at  a  loss  to 
put  any  ope  reason  on  record  to  justify 
the  measure  he  has  drawn  up.  He  thinks 
it  safer  to  infite  us  to  pass  this  important 
billy  without  any  recorded  reason  on  the 
face  of  it  to  justify  its  enactment.  Thus 
k  appears  that  the  noble  lord  and  his 
collm^ues  are  more  anxious  for  their  own 
▼indication  at  present  than  for  that  of  the 
Hottsa  with  posterity.  But,  are  gentle- 
men ^^ware  or  the  inordinate  powers  they 
are  about  to  confer  by  this  bill  ?  Are  they 
aware  that  it  enables  a  minister  c^  the 
Crown  to  send  any  alien  who  may  be  do- 
mtcUiated  among  us  out  of  the  kinedom— 
to  tear  him  at  a  moment's  notice  mm  hit 
ftoHly  and  couieaions>  and  send  him  per- 


fiaps  to  thai  country  where  be  is  tlie  mosi 
obnoxioust  without  the  appearance  of  a 
prosecutor,  and  without  the  oaaae  of  a 
crime;  without  trial,  without  counsel, 
without  hearing  ?  It  is  true,  as  has  been 
stated  b^  the  noble  lord,  that  there  m  a 
reservation  in  the  bill— an  appeal  is 
granted  to  the  alien  when  he  conceivea 
that  power  is  tmjustly  exercised  towarda 
him.  But  what  is  it  but  to  add  mockerr 
to  injustice  to  allow  of  an  appeal  of  sndi 
a  nature— an  appeal  from  ttie  minister 
who  may  abuse  the  act  to  his  colleagues 
who  conferred  on  him  the  power  of  sibus- 
ing  it— an  appeal  from  tne  injustice  of 
lord  Sidmouth  to  the  impartial  decision  of 
lord  Castlereagh ! 

And  it  is  upon  such  gronnda  as  thoae 
stated  by  the  noble  lord,  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  place  20,000  individuals, 
many  of^them  connected  with  us  by  every 
tye  of  relationship  and  common  putsuit| 
out  of  the  protection  of  those  laws  to 
which  they  are  compelled,  eoually  with 
ourselves,  to  pay  obedience.  It  is  upon 
such  grounds  as  those  that  we  are  per- 
manently to  introduce  the  anomaly  of  a 
tyrannical  power  into  the  code  of  lyr  free 
laws,— laws,  every  enactment  of  which 
breathes  a  spirit  of  care  for  the  rights  of 
the  individual  and  of  resistance  to  the  en- 
croachments of  power.  I  have  used  tiie 
word  M  permanently'*  advisedly ;  becaiMe 
I  am  justified  in  stating  that  this  measare 
will  never  be  relinquished,  if  I  can  prove 
that  no  state  of  things  can  be  contem- 
plated in  which  such  a  law  could  be  leas 
necessary  than  at  the  present  moment. 
This  law  is  calculated  to  meet  an  external 
danger,  a  danger  not  merely  to  our  fo- 
reign policy,  for  with  tins  object  it  must 
be  co-existent  with  our.govemment  itself, 
since  no  change  can  take  place  or  be  in- 
tended in  any  part  of  the  continent  that 
may  not  be  some  how  or  other  connected 
with  the  external  policy  of  England. 

To  condense  the  arguments  in  ftvoor 
of  this  bill,  they  all  resolve  themselvea 
into  this— that  it  is  a  measure  against 
danger,  external  in  its  origin,  but  mtemal 
in  its  effect.  It  was  oriffinally  a  war  mea- 
sure, and  the  effect  of  a  war  too  of  a 
most  extraordinary  character.  1  have 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  peace  Alien  bill  and  the  war 
Alien  bill,  out  I  cannot  comprehend  the 
subtlety  of  some  gentlemen's  reasoninff. 
I  see  in  both  one  and  the  same  great  rul- 
ing principle,  which  leaves  tiie  person  and 
property  of  the  aHenb  the  hands  and  at 
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the  lummary  ilisposal  of  the  minitter,  and 
establishes  an  arDitraiy  power  within  the 
realm  of  Great  Britain.  /  My.  hon.  friend 
who  spoke  last  in  the  fulness  of  his 
candour,  says,  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  time  and  of  the  time  when 
the  bill  was  first  introduced  are  certunly 
not  similar  in  all  their  parts.  But  are 
there  any  two  of  them  alike  ?  The  war  of 
179S,  wnen  the  bill  was  first  introduced 
was  a  war  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
the  world— >it  was  a  war  which  has  been  em« 
pbatically  termed  a  war  of  principles,  not 
of  men-*-it  was  a  deadly  contest  for  the 
universal  establishment  of  opinions  which 
at  the  time  found  able  and  numerous 
abettors  in  every  state  in  Europe.  At 
auch  a  moment  the  external  dan^r  was 
mighty,  and  the  internal  co-operation  not 
ummportant.  Strong  evils  require  strong 
measures,  and  they  were  then  applieo. 
But  has  the  noble  lord  opposite  the  bardi* 
hood  to  say  that  there  is  at  present  any 
thing  in  the  external  dangers  of  the  con- 
tinent which  is  likely  to  act  on  the  inter- 
nal system.  My  hon.  friend  has  expatiated 
on  the  lingering  spirit  of  Jacobinism.  If 
by  Jacobinism  he  means  the  discontent 
felt  by  certain  individuals  at.  the  existing 
order  of  things  in  their  respective  coun- 
tries and  their  practices  where  they  have 
the  power  to  change  it,  then,  indeed,  can 
we  never  hope  to  be  without  this  law.  But 
if  by  Jacobms  he  means  what  remains  of 
Buonaparte's  followers,  this  danger  must 
indeed  be  visionary  here,  when  it  is  so 
little  felt  in  France,  the  great  hot-bed  of 
its  activity,  that  many  of  the  colleagues 
and  chief  agents  of  Buonaparte  himself 
are  now  the  ministers  and  principal  sup- 
porters of  the  Bourbon  government. 

But  the  noble  lord  afiects  to  feel  consi- 
denable  alarm  from  a  few  French  emigrants 
in  the  Netherlands.  What  must  be  the 
stability  of  the  svstem  which  the  noble 
lord  and  his  diplomatic  colleagues  have 
arranged  on  the  continent,  if  it  can  be 
shaken  by  the  machinations  of  the  mise- 
rable outcasts  and  libellers  that  have 
found  refiige  in  that  part  of  Europe?  Has 
England  ror  twenty-five  years  shed  her 
best  blood  and  treasure,  and  defeated  the 
combmed  efforts  of  whole  nations  opposed 
to  her,  to  avow,  at  the  first  moment  of  a 
seneral  peace,  her  apprehension  at  a 
handful  of  miscreants  in  a  comer  of  Eu- 
rope i  In  the  Netherlands  it  is  said  was 
hatched  the  plan  (and  none  could  be 
more  horrible)  to  assassinate  the  duke  <^ 
Wellington.     What  proof  is  then  that 
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the  plot  was  hatched  there  ?  Is  it  not 
more  likelv  that  it  was  arranged  in  the 
bdsom  of  France  itself?  It  hiu  surprised 
me  to  hear  the  noble  lord  talk  of  tbie  Ne« 
therlands  in  a  strain  of  regret  that  these 
Frenchmen  should  have  found  refuge  tbere^ 
As  an  Enfflishman  he  ought  rather  to  have 
rejoiced  that  though  a  small  power,  and 
under  the  shade  of  France,  she  clung  to 
that  good  old  policy  which  once  dtstin* 
guished  Great  Britain,  but  from  which 
she  is  now  unhappily  forced  by  the  cabala 
of  foreign  condaves,  acting  on  the  weak* 
ness  of  those  ministers  that  ought  to  have 
made  a  firmer  stand  for  the  honour  and 
character  of  their  country.  But  the  no- 
ble lord  has  appeared  to  act  for  a  consi- 
derable time  rather  under  the  influence  of 
foreign  government  and  principles  than 
of  tne  constitutional  government  and 
established  principles  of  Great  Britaiob 
It  is  one  of  the  unfortunate  results  of  the 
deliberations  at  Vienna  in  which  the  noble 
lord  took  so  large  a  part  that  a  goveramenl 
has  been  forced  on  the  Netherlands  ut- 
terly alien  to  all  those  liberal  principlea 
to  which  that  country  owed  its  freedom 
and  independence. 

But  my  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last, 
says,  that  there  is  unhappily  a  disposition 
in  this  country  to  unite  with  foreign  ooa- 
spirators,  and  that  hence  will  arise  a  great 
danger  if  any  alien  bill  be  not  passM  Uy 
enable  ministers  to  counteract  their  ma- 
chinations. It  is  impossible  that  any  no- 
tion can  be  more  unfounded  than  this» 
Our  situation,  our  constitution,  omr  cha- 
racter, our  very  language  itself  renders  the 
people  of  England  less  exposed  than  any 
other  people  in  Europe  to  foreign  seduc- 
tions. This  fact  does  not  depend  on  mete 
observation  of  those  notorious  dissimula* 
rities,  but  it  is  fortified  bv  the  most  incoo- 
testible  proof.  When  fast  jrear  all  the 
elements  of  internal  commotion  were  al 
work  in  this  country,  did  there  occur  the 
slightest  appearance  of  any  disturbance 
having  originated  in  foreign  influence,  or 
being  encouraged  by  the  expectation  of 
foreign  aid  ?  We  have  heard  of  no  siis^ 
picions  or  alarms  excited  by  the  emissaries 
of  any  government  but  our  own»  Tbe> 
noble  lord  thinks  it  hard  that  he  should 
be  obliged  to  refuse  the  consent  of  Sog* 
land  alone  to  the  united  decisions  of  tSe 
congress  of  Vienna.  But  were  thait  noble 
lord  not  only  the  representative  of  Eng- 
landy  but  were  be  properly  imbued  with 
diose  maxima  which  have  constituted  the 
glory  of  England  in  former  times>  and 
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must  form  ber  security  for  the  fature,  he 
would  have  thougl^t  that  £nglaod»  and 
he  himself  as  her  minuter,  could  never 
assume  so  noble  a  character  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe  as  when  he  should  answer  such 
a  proposition  by  simply  stating  that  the 
constitution  of  his  country  would  not  allow 
it.    That  it  might  be  inconvenient,  but  it 
was  an  inconvenience  our  ancestors  fore- 
saw when  they  wisely  judged  it  better  to 
submit  to  any  disadvantsges  in  our  foreign 
policy  than  endanger  for  a  moment  the 
security  of  our  internal  rights.     When 
I  speak    of  our  ancestors,  I  allude  to 
great  names  and  venerated  authorities, 
who  when  they  fenced  round  the  bulwark 
of  our  laws,  never  dreamt  that  England 
would  ever  be  represented  in  a  foreign  con- 
gressby  aman  who  would  drag  this  countiy, 
almost  against  the  arrangement  of  Provi- 
dence itself,  into  the  vortex  of  continental 
politics,  or  force  our  sturdy  constitution 
to  bend  and  truckle  to  all  the  fluctuations 
of  the  European  system.    The  character 
of  the  noble  lord  has  acquired  a  tinge  by 
the  intimate  communion  in  which  he  has 
lived  with  the  princes  and  the  ministers  of 
Europe,  his  connexion  with  them;  and 
their  conjoint  and  glorious  triumphs  in 
the  last  year  of  the  war  have  dazzled  him; 
he  has  been  too  anxious  to  participate  in 
their  splendour  and  to  enjoy  their  ap- 
plause, and  he  has  imbibed   sentiments 
very  different  from  those  old  and  salutary 
maxims  which  form  the  basis  of  British 
freedom.    The  noble  lord  is  too  much  of 
an  ambassador  to  be  the  representative  of 
a  free  constitution.    He  thinks  too  much 
of  the  6gure  this  country  is  t%  make  at  the 
congress  of  Vienna,  and  of  the  reputation 
which  he  is  to  maintain  smong  the  princes 
and  statesmen  with  whom  he  is  to  asso- 
ciate to  be  sufficiently  alive  to  those  prin- 
ciples to  which  alone  this  country  owes 
the  origin  of  that  influence  which  she  has 
obtained  in  their  counsels. 

I  know  there  are  those  who  have  little 
sympathy  with  t^ese  sentiments.  But  if  they 
forget  bywhat  policy  it  was  that  Spain  fell, 
and  that  Holland  rose — Holland,  formed 
out  of  the  bosom  of  the  deep  as  an  asylum 
for  persecuted  industry  ;<— if  they  forget 
that  the  principle  of  equal  justice  which 
our  constitution  sanctions  is  the  chief  in- 
vitation to  foreigner^,  and  that  the  free 
access  of  foreigners  to  this  country  is  one 
of  the  ^reat  causes  of  our  commercial 
wealth,  if  they  forget  that  at  least  twenty 
thousand  foreigners  reside  among  us ;  that 
a  vast  proportion  of  them  areorealthy  and 
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most  useful  to  us ;  that  there  is  not  a  cha- 
ritable subscription  in  which  we  do  not 
see  their  names  vie  with  those  of  the  first 
natives  of  the  land,  as  if  to  repay  by  the 
bounty  of  their  contributions  the  protec- 
tion they  have  received  in  this  country ; 
— if  they  forget  all  this,  at  least  I  trust 
that  the  necessity  ofguarding  against  the 
establishment  of  any  arbitrary  power  in 
England,  will  ever  be  borne .  in  mind  by 
an  English  parliament.  But  I  will  ask 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  whose 
funds  are  so  largely  replenished,  and  whose 
financial  system  so  much  depends  on  the 
sums  paid  by  these  aliens,  how  he  should 
like  their  disappearance  from  the  country? 
They  have  been  led  hither,  not  by  our 
public  magnificence,  for  we  had  little,  not 
oy  our  private  manners,  for  they  were 

Eroverbially  repulsive  to  foreigners,  but 
y  a  knowledge  of  our  equal  laws,  and  a 
confidence  in  the  security  which  those 
laws  yet  afford  to  their  property  and  their 
lives.    Let  the  noble  ford  make  but  one 
mistake ;  let  him  commit  but  one  act  o£ 
persecution  or  Injustice ;  let  him  strike  an 
alarm  into  the  minds  of  these  numerous 
individuals  exercising  their  industry  for 
the  benefit  of  the  empire,  and  the  conse- 
quence may  be  to  transfer  for  ever  foreign 
labour  and  foreign  ingenuity  to  more  hos- 
pitable shores.  —  On   the  suspension   of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  I  remember  to 
have  heard  it  often  said,  that  that  suspen- 
sion could  affect  only  persons  suspected  of 
treasonable  practices,  and  that  those  need- 
ed not  to  object  to  its  enactments  whom 
it  was  not  calculated  to  reach.     It  has 
also  been  said  by  some  on   the  present 
occasion,  that  as  the  measure  before  the 
House  can  affect  only  foreigners.  Eng- 
lishmen should  not  object  to  its  adoption, 
exempt  as  they  are  from   its  operation. 
But  such  language    is  unworthy  of  the 
English  character.    I  should  j)e  ashamed 
to  argue  the  question  on   such  narrow* 
grounds.    We  have,  no  longer  the  blood 
and  feelings  of  Englishmen,  we  have  lost 
all  the  enthusiasm,  and  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  the  fanaticism  for  liberty,  by  which 
our  forefathers  were  distinguished,  if  we 
regard  with,  indifference  this    encroach- 
ment on  the  rights  of  foreigners.     When 
we  let  in  this  principle  of  tyranny  to  ope- 
rate on  foreigners,  there  is  but  one  step 
more  to  reconcile  our  minds  to  the  endu- 
rance of  tyranny   ourselves.     It  is  said 
that   no  abuses   have    been    discovered 
during   the  operation  of  the  Alien  bill- 
But  we  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
(3C) 
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existence  of  a  power  to  oppress,  because 
that  power  has  not  yet  been  exercised. 
Besides,  a  great  evil  is,  that  we  have  not 
the  m^aos  of  detectine  anv  ebo$e ;  for  the 
knoment  a  sufferer  under  thb  bill  is  ajppre- 
hended,  it  is  ih  vain  for  him  to  complain 
(if  he  has  any  ground  fbrdoit)^  so)  to  the 
sort  of  tribunal  alone  open  to  him ; — he 
IS  at  once  hurried  but  of  the  countrr. 
The  noble  lord  has  more  than  cmce  tora 
us,  that  hk  proposing  ^lis  measure,  he  Is 
guided  by  an  imperative  sense  of  tloty. 
Duty  to  whotn  ?    Not  to  the  constitution 
of  England,  but  to  the  congress  of  Vienna. 
He  has  also  said  a  great  dettl  as  to  ^e 
security  against  the  rf)U8e  of  the  bill, 
which  die   character  of  lord  Stdmouth 
presents.     I   have   the  utmost  personal 
respect  fbr  !ord  Srdmouth ;  but  he  must 
liot  be  offended  with  me  fbr  saying  that  h 
f  s  as  a  man  and  not  afr  a  minister.    In  th^ 
former  sense  he  has  my  confidence,  but 
in  the  fatter  he  has  not.     I  will  never 
consent  to  invest  any  man  with  arbitrary 
power.     Our  constitution  is  not  one  of 
confidence,  it  is  full  of  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions; it  reiUs  in  power  to  fence  round 
personal  right,  it  protects  the  weak  from 
the    strong,   it    guards    popular  liberty 
against  the  attacks  of  mmisterial  autho- 
rity.     And  it  wisely  Judges  that  the  ac* 
tual  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  win  bear 
irs  caution  with  it,  but  that  it  is  under  the 
practice  of  milduess  and  moderation  that 
tyrannical  {Manciples  are  introduced  into 
tne  constitution  of  a  free  state.    As  to  the 
prerdffative  of  the  Crown  to  send  aliens 
out  of  the  country,  it  has  certainly  been 
asserted  by  Gtackstone  and  some  other 
writers.    Hot,  after  the  tritmiphant  refu- 
tation of  this  doctrine  on  a  former  night, 
by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  near  me, 
i  hardly  expected  to  hear  it  quoted  this 
evening  by  mv  hon.  friend.    Admitting, 
however,  for  tne  sake  of  argument,  that 
'  such   a  power  is  vested   in  the  Crown, 
What  becomes  thdn  of  the  necessity  for 
this  bill  ?    If  the  former  exists,  the  latter 
is  useless.    Why  then  make  so  desperate 
a  struggle  to  introduce  an  unpopular  mea- 
aurci  when  the  CrOwn  already  possesses 
the  means  of  remedying  the  eml?    Bot 
it  is  not  true  that  this  power  exists  in  the 
royal  authority;   or  u  so  it  is  like  the 
other  royid  potrers  Under  the  re^alation 
of  parliament.     Thus,  the  king  has  tlie 
prerogative  of  making  war,  but  has  not 
parliament  the  controlling  power  of  alibrd- 
ing  the  supply,  and  of  insuring  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army  ?    It  is  impossible  that 
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the  power  insisted  on  by  thy  hion.  ttkM 
can  subsist  in  the  Crown,  ibr  ft  ib  ^q^^Afhlt 
the  genius  t>f  the  coutftitution;  A^in  I 
implore  thie  House  to  pause  before  they 
adopt  thik  bill.  The  h^petition  bf  such 
measures  has  a  fkttl  moral  tendency. 
What  is  once  granted  foir  a  temptnrary 
purpose,  soon  becomes  permanent,  when 
the  passions  of  men  are  concerned  irt  Its 
perpetuity.  The  hand  once  kccus/tomed 
to  power,  grasps  it  with  a  firm  and  de- 
cided attachment  Ihat  is  cohtinutfly  in- 
creasing. I  have  to  apologise  for  having 
so  lonjg  trespassed  on  the  House,  aim 
shkH  only  repeat  my  decided  hostiKty  tb 
the  Wi  [Hear,  hear!]. 

The  H'ou^e  divided  tfA  the  ihotioi^, 
**  That  the  bill  be  nok  tead  a  second 
time  :*' 

AftB 97 

Noes    35 

Majority ...  — ffS. 

On  the  motion,  that  the  bill  ^  cota* 
toiitted  on  Tuesday, 

Mr.  Bennet  put  a  que&ftion  to  iqrd  C^- 
ttereagh,  for  me  purpose  of  knowing  hn 
what  stage  ministers  meant  to  discuss  tite 
bill. 

Vir.BAihtcr^  rose  to  order,  and  con- 
tended that  a  member  had  no  righi,  by 
putting  a  question,  to  tevive  a  conver- 
sation on  a  subject  afier  the  Teguhur  pro- 
ceeding on  the  particular  stage  liad 
closei.     . 

Mr.  Bennet  m'aintaifned  ttiat  he  had  ia 
right  to  take  the  course  he  had  adopted, 
ab  there  was  a  question  before  the  House^ 
and  recurring  to  it,  he  would  now  airic 
when  ndnisters  meant  to  Rebate  this  mea- 
sure ?    This  House  must  remark  that  ib 
the  debate  which  had  just  closed,  uolt  'a 
'syllable  had  fallen  fVdm  any  menjieir  of 
his  majesty's  government—not  a  word  had 
been  said  by  either  of  the  law  (HScers  Of 
the  Crown.    Nothing  had  been  said  either 
by  those  who  were  m  possessibn,  bt  who 
were  in  expectation  of  office.    When  Spras 
the  measure  to  be  debated  on  that  side  df 
the  House?     Were  they  to  understand 
that  the  noble  Idrd  had  entered  into  an  en- 
gagement with  the  kings  ob  the  cdnti- 
nent  not  to  discuss  dniB  question  ?    Was 
this  considered  necessary  by  the  holy 
alliance?     Was  this   tlie   cotirse   most 
agreeable  tb  those  sovereigns  who  were 
now  breaking  aH  the  promises  theyliad 
made  to  their  people,  and  who  were  sti- 
mulated to  the  course  they  pursued  bv 
ihcr  noble  lord  opposite,  with  whom  they 
were  combined  ?    He  had  not  wished  to 
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a^d  9Tm  to  the  number  wboM  ipeeches 
IukI  tb^  uigbt  reinalned  unamwered ;  but 
he  ibould  De  glad  to  koo«r  when  their 
high  mightinesses  would  d^im  to  debate 
this  bill;  and  he  should  also  fike  to  know 
wh|it  were  the  peculiar  pircumstances  of 
Europe  which  called  for  the  adoption  of 
audi  a  measure  at  this  moment. 

Lprd  CasUcreagh  thought  he  might 
reply  to  the  hon*  gentleraan»  by  asking 
when  it  was  iatended  to  debate  this  mea- 
aure  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  i 
He  knew  of  no  claim  that  be  bad  on  those 
who  sat  on  that  (the  Trei^ury  side)  of  the 
House  to  speak  on  the  present  occasion- 
The  hon.  gentleman  was  not  commonly 
in  the  habit  of  thinking  what  came  from 
ministers  was  more  entitled  to  attention 
than  that  which  might  fall  from  other 
members.  He  had  only  to  say,  that 
when  the  gentlemen  opposite  cnose  to 
discuss  this  bill,  it  was  probable  they 
would  receive  an  answer. 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Tuesday* 
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Breach  of  PaivitEOE— Petition  or 
Thomas  FKaousoN.]  Lord  A.  Hamikon 
presented  a  petition  from  Thomas  Fergu- 
son, at  present  a  prisoner  in  Kewgate^ 
whose  c^se  had  of  late  been  the  subject  of 
so  much  discussion  in  parliament,  ex- 
pressing deep  contrition  for  his  offisn.ce, 
and  looping  the  Uo«^  would,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  confinement  he  bad  suffered, 
auid  the  expenses  he  had  been  put  tOj  see 
cai^  to  order  his  liberation*  The  i^oble 
lprd  staled,  that  in  bringing  this  case 
forward  he  bad  been  situated  by  no  per- 
sonal feeling  of  hostility  to  Thomas  Fer- 
gusoQ,  but  merely  bv  a  wish  to  discharge 
the  duty  he  owed  to  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  which  he  had  the  honour  to  repre* 
sent.  To-morrow  he  should  myye  for  the 
discharge  of  Thomas  Ferguson. 

Fua(?;iAaB  of  Gam«  Bill.;}  Mr. 
George  Bankes  having  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Curoxn  said,  be  thought  that  the 
game  laws,  as  they  at  present  existed, 
operated  against  their  professed  object* 
It  was  not  possible,  under  these  Jaws,  to 
preserve  |;ame  by  any  other  means  than 
those  vhich  threw  upon  gentlemen  a 
Qerta\n  degree  of  odium.  When  he  looked 
at  t)ieir  general  spirit  and  provisions,  be 


could  not  see  any  proper  principle  of 
justice  throughout  them.  The  present 
bill,  be  conceived,  would  not  reach  its  ob- 
ject. It  could  pot  be  made  to  attach 
sufficiently  on  the  higher  classes  so  as  to 
prevent  them  from  Decerning  the  pur- 
chasers of  game ;  yet  it  might  tend  to  swell 
the  catalogue  ot  offenders  of  a  lower 
description,  of  whom  it  had  apipesred  that 
no  less  than  1,200  had  been  m  coofiiie- 
ment  under  the  present  laws  in  the  cour3o 
of  last  year*  When  he  considered  the 
unjust  and  oppressive  nature  of  tbesa 
laws,  he  must  oppose  whatever  went  to 
extend  the  principle  of  them ;  and  viewing 
the  present  bill  in  that  fight,  he  should 
move  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months. 

Colonel  Wood  observed*  that  he  had 
always  thought  it  the  best  plan  to  legalise 
the  sale  of  game,  and  not  to  throw  impe- 
diments in  the  way,  by  partial  alterations; 
therefore  he  must  oppose  this  bill.  He 
conceived  that  the  best  mode  was  to  make 
same  at  once  private  property*  Let  it 
be  considered  who  were  at  present  entitled 
to  the  use  of  this  luxury  legally.  None 
but  persons  of  100^.  i>er  annum  of  landed 
property.  A  man  might  have  this  from  a 
brickfield,  or  any  valu&le  bit  of  land ;  but 
if  ai^other  man  bad  100,00M.  in  U^e  funds, 
he  was  not  entitled  to  a  single  head  of 
game  thereby.  The  laws  on  this  subject, 
he  must  contend,  were  at  present  exceed- 
ingly inconsistent,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  let  the  matter  stand  over 
tjU  the  next  session,  when  a  conunittee 
might  be  appointed  to  consider  the  whole 
question,  and  see  what  was  necessary  to 
be  expunged  or  enacted. 

Sir  S.  RomUly  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  who  spoke  last,  as  he  had  brought 
in  a  bill  to  legalise  the  sale  of  game,  to  be 
consistent  with  himself,  ought  to  support 
the  present  measure.  He  certainly  did 
think  that  the  present  bill  would  be  a 

treat  improvement  on  the  existing  system, 
le  could  not  see  how,  when  the  Ilouse 
refused  to  make  it  legal  to  sell  game,  they 
could  hesitate  to  punish  the  buying  of 
game.  It  would  be  strange,  when  it  was 
not  legal  to  sell  game,  that  it  should  be 
legal  to  buy  game.  What  would  be  said 
if  they  were  to  punish  persons  guilty  of 
theft,  and  yet  declare  the  receivers  of 
stolen  goods  to  be  perfectly  innocent?  If 
no  persons  bought  game,  no  persons  would 
sell  game.  How  could  gentlemen  recon- 
cile to  themselves  the  allowing  the  pur- 
chase of  gamc;  by  which  persons  of  low 
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rank  roust  be  infallibly  allured  to  become 
jpoachcrs,  and  then  punish  those  persons 
whom  they  so  allured  with  the  ytmost 
severity  ?  By  the  present  system,  the 
lower  orders  were  seduced  to  a  course  of 
life,  for  which  they  were  exposed  to  most 
severe  punishments.  But  this  was  not 
the  only  mischief  to  the  lower  orders :  by 
becoming  poachers,  they  brought  on  them- 
selves the  far  greater  mischief  of  becoming 
thieves,  by  associating  in  prisons  with 
persons  of  the  most  infamous  character ; 
for  it  was  established  by  evidence,  that  in 
nearly  all  the  prisons  tnere  was  no  means 
of  preventing  the  comparatively  innocent 
from  associating  with  the  most  hardened 
criminals.  But,  he  need  not  confine  him- 
self to  the  case  of  poachers,  as  he  might 
advert  to  the  situation  of  poulterers  whom 
gentlemen  compelled  to  procure  and  sell 
them  game,  or  else  refused  to  deal  with 
them.  Under  the  syAepi  of  the  game 
laws,  it  was  not  considered  any  violation 
of  honour  or  morality  to  buy  the  game ; 
and  as  to  the  procurers  and  sellers,  their 
punishment  was  felt  not  as  a  disgrace, 
but  excited  sympathy  among  the  people 
at  large.  Among  the  higher  orders  the 
laws  were  violated  with  little  compunc- 
tion, to  obtain  the  desired  luxury,  though 
the  utmost  rigour  in  imposing  penalties 
was  exercised  against  the  lower. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  he  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  the  system  altogether,  end  not  to  prop 
it  up  by  inferior  measqres. 

Mr.  Lamb  thought  the  subject  of  consi- 
derable importance,  both  as  it  related  to 
the  amusements  which  induced  gentlemen 
to  live  in  the  country,  and  as  it  concerned 
the  morals  and  improvement  of  the  nft>st 
important  class  of  the  community.  There 
certainly  was  great  inconsistency  in  mak- 
ing it  penal  to  sell,  and  not  to  buy :  but 
this  only  showed  the  difficulty  and  absur- 
dity of  the  whole  system,  which  rendered 
a  full  consideration  of  it  desirable,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  hon.  incmber  for  Hert- 
fordshire would  bring  the  whole  subject 
forward.  There  was  a  great  evil  under 
the  system  in  the  tempting  and  compelling 
of  tradesmen  by  their  customers  to  a  daily 
habitual  violation  of  the  laws.  The 
tradesmen,  in  their  turn,  were  compelled 
to'  tempt  the  peasantry,  on  whom  the 
penalties  were  not  lignt  matters.  The 
violations  of  law  produced  by  the  system 
were  proofs  of  its  absurdity. 

Mr.  N*  Calvert  was  of  opinion  the  bill 
ought  to  pass;  though,  if  he  thought  it 
.would  have  the  effect  of  bolstering  up  the 
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existioff  system,  he  would  not  vote  for  it. 
He  .believed  the  result  would  be  directly 
the  reverse  of  what  was  anticipated,  and 
therefore  the  bill  had  his  support. 

Mr.  G.  BankeSf  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down^ 
had  put  the  question  on  the  right  footing. 
Be  the  inconvenience  What  it  might,  they 
ought  to  make  the  higher  orders  feel  it  Bin 
well  as  the  lower.  He  did  not  wish  to 
stand  up  as  the  advocate  of  the  game  laws, 
but  while  those  laws  were  suffered  to  exist, 
anyglaring  anomaly  ought  to  be  removed. 

The  question  being  put,  "  That  the  bOl 
be  now  read  a  secona  time/'  the  House 
divided : 

Ayes 116 

Noes  21 

Majority ..^95 

Education  of  the  Poor  Bill.]  Mr. 
Brousham  said,  that  in  moving  the  order  of 
the   day  for  the  House  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Education  of  the  Poor  Bill,  he  wished 
to  offer  a  few  words  on  the  subject.    In 
consequence  of  the  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place,  and  the  general  out- 
line which  he  had  given  of  the  object  of 
the  inquiry,  as  well  as  of  the  nature  of  the. 
abuse  which   had  already  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  committee,  by  which 
the  attention  of  the  country  had  been  ex- 
cited, much  information  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  them.    It  would  be  difficult  for 
him  to  give  the  House  an  idea  of  the  vast 
mass  of  information  which  bad  since  been 
incessantly  poured  into  the  committee. 
It  seemed  as  if  a  new  light  had  broken  in 
on  the  country ;  for,  from  places  where  no 
abuses  were  even'  suspected  to  exist,  tnott 
important  communications  and  disclosures 
had  been  received.    The  committee  had 
received  multitudes  of  letters ;  some  from 
persons  who  were  named  trustees  of  cha- 
rities ;  some  from  persons  who  had  had  a 
right  to  claim  under  a  charity,  without 
knowing  of  their  right ;  some  from  persons 
who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  pro- 
perty   belonging    to    charities,   without 
being  aware  of  any  abuse  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood.   The  committee  in  the  last  ten 
days  had  been  occupied  in  classifying  the 
returns,  and  in  the  course  of  this  labour 
they  had  discovered  instances  of  abuse 
more  flagrant  than  any  he  had  hitherto 
stated  to  the  House.  In  the  returns,  there 
were  some  ominous  omissions.    In  gene- 
ral, the  reverend  persons  to  whom  the 
inquiries  had  been  airected|  had  answered 
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with  a  zeal  and  alacrity  which  would  in- 
duce him  to  heighten  rather  than  detract 
from,  the  panegyric  which  he  had  formerly 
bestowed  on  them.  But  from  some  places 
no  returns  had  been  made;  and  some  of 
those  places  were  those,  hi  which,  from 
other  sources,  the  committee  had  derived 
undoubted  information  that  there  existed 
instances  of  glaring  abuse.  On  those  in- 
stances the  eyes  of  the  committee  were 
fixed,  though  jrbr  three  weeks  the  reverend 
gentlemen/hM^not  thought  fit  to  make 
returns  of  the  abuses  which  they  must 
have  known  to  have  existed.  He  should 
be  glad  that  this  way  the  information 
should  reach  them — that  the  cases  which 
thev  had  withheld  had  not  escaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  committee~and*tnat  from 
whatever  motive  they  had  been  guilty  of 
this  omission,  whether  from  an  indisposi- 
tion to  reveal  the  faults  of  a  neighbour 
or  from  the  more  corrupt  and  unworthy 
desire  of  paying  court  to  the  patron  to 
whom  they  owed  preferment,  or  from 
whatever  other  more  or  less  venal  cause, 
if  they  continued  to  defy  the  orders  of  the 
House,  the  onl3r  consequence  would  be, 
that  the  indignation  of  tlie  committee,  in- 
stead of  the  abuses  themselves,  would  he 
fixed  upon  those  who  had  attempted  to 
conceal  them.  He  should  say  no  more 
upou  the  subject,  he  hoped  he  should  not 
be  obliged  to  recur  to  it.  He  had  iii  his 
eye  two  or  three  of  the  grossest  cases 
that  could  be  imagined.  Several  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  were  then  present 
in  the  House,  and  to  them  he  would  ap- 
peal if  ever  such  glaring  instances  of  mal- 
versation had  transpired  before.  He 
should  state  some  instances  of  abuse 
which  had  been  discovered,  since  he.  had 
made  the  former  statement.  He  did  so, 
not  merely  to  gratify  curiosity,  but  to  im- 
press upon  the  House  the  necessity,  if  the 
present  Bill  should  pass,  of  following  it  up 
with  whatever  measures  might  be  requisite 
to  make  it  effectual.  There  was  a  free 
grammar  school  in  Hertfordshire,  attached 
to  which  were  some  scholarships  of  14/.  a 
year,  in  the  university  of  Cambridge ;  in 
the  last  SO  years  there  had  been  no  scho- 
lars but  one.  An  hon.  friend  of  his 
wished  him  to  name  the  places— he  had 
hitherto  abstained  from  doing  so,  and  he 
should  persevere  in  that  course  until  the 
whole  evidence  was  brought  forward,  and 
the  persons  who  were  implicated  might 
know  who  were  their  accusers.  In  the 
county  of  Essex,  there  was  a  fiirm  of 
;abottt  200  acres  of  excellent  land  left  in 


1584  for  the  establishment  of  a  school- 
there  was  now  no  school.  In  Devonshire, 
there  was  a  fund  of  170/.  a  year  for  the 
support  of  a  school — there  were  now  two 
or  three  scholars.  Now  it  was  well  known 
that  according  to  the  Bell  and  Lancaster 
system  1,500  scholars  might  be  educated 
for  that  sum.  In  Dorsetshire,  there  was  a 
house  and  garden  for  a  school-master,  and 
an  estate  of  !2  or  300/.  a  year  to  mmntain 
a  school,  but  no  school  was  kept.  In 
Devon,  there  was  an  estate  which  had 
produced  1,000/.  a  year,  and  which  now 
was  let  for  650/.  bequeathed  for  the  sop- 
port  of  a  school — the  trustees  were  a  cor« 
f>oration;  but  that  worshipful  body  al- 
owed  4/.  only  for  the  purposes  of  the 
trust.  In  some  counties  there  were 
schools  and  hospitals  in  trust  of  the  hein 
of  a  noble  person ;  the  trustees  had  turned 
over  the  business  of  the  trust  to  their 
'Steward— the  steward  to  an  under  agent-* 
the  agent  to  a  respectable  officer-.»more 
nearly,  he  should  have  thought,  connected 
with  the  subject  on  which  tne  House  had 
just  decided— to  the  ^mekeeper.  This 
charity  had  scholarships  in  one  of  the 
colleges'of  Cambridge  which  had  not  been 
filled  up  for  more  than  100  years,  the 
eamekeepers  not  having  presented  thereto. 
In  Leicestershire,  there  was  an  estate  of 
100/.  a  year,  which  had  been  bequeathed 
for  charitable  purposes,  which  was  now 
actually  offered  for  sale.  The  trustees 
had  paid  20/.  a  year  for  the  purposes  of 
the  trust,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
pocketing  the  remainder.  At  a  town  in 
the  county  of  Nottingham  there  was  • 
school,  the  funds  of  which,  to  use  the 
words  of  a  reverend  informant,  had  been 
**  sold  or  alienated  in  a  shameful  way*** 
From  a  respectable  solicitor  of  the  same 
place  information  had  been  derived  re* 
specting,  it  was  believed  the  same  estates^ 
that  they  had  been  leased  at  a  pepper- 
corn rent  for  999  years !  In  Worcester- 
shire there  was  one  of  king  Edward's 
schools,  where  the  master  had  150/.  a 
year,  with  a  house  and  garden,  the  second 
master  90/.  with  a  house  and  garden  abo 
—there  were  no  scholars!  The  rents  oC 
the  estates  attached  to  this  school  would 
educate  S  or  4,000  scholars,  probably  all 
the  poor  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  lliere 
were  many  other  cases  which  would  seem 
like  repetitions  of  the  same  circumstances. 
There  were  some  other  abuses  so  much 
more  enormous  than  any  thing  which  be 
had  detailed,  that  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  business  be  dreaded  even  to  mention 
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Ibcaa.  It  was  muHigh  lo  hint*  Uuu  «ttates 
of  thoiwaodA  n  year  left  far  abaritable 
purpose  ware  eojpyed  bj  persons  to 
wbonn  tbej  had  b^n  granted  qb  leases 
almost  as  loog  as  that  wqich  he  had  men- 
tioned, io  Nottinghamshire,  at  a  rent  of  3/. 
^  or  5/.  That  these  leases  had  been 
granted  by  the  persons  themselves,  who 
now  enjoyed  them,  or  by  tools  who  had 
been  gotten  into  the  trusts  for  the  express 

fiurppse  of  consummating^  these  .abuses, 
n  consequence  of  the  instances  which 
bad  been  brought  to  Ijght,  ha  was  confi- 
dent the  House  would  pass  the  present 
bill-^that  it  would  do  its  endeavour,  at 
L^^t,  to  make  it  e&ctual-*that  it  would 
neither  clog  it  with  mpre  exceptions,  or 
wiUi  additional  restrictions  oxi  the  powers 
of  tbeconmiissioners.    If  farther  restric- 
tions were  proposed  in  another  place,  let 
those  who  were  interested  iik  proposing; 
'  them  have  the  glory  and  the  responsibi-^ 
lity,  hut  the  House  would  feel  it  neces-* 
aarv  to  grant  powers  as  ample  as  ttiose 
which  it  most  beneficially  exercised. — 
He  should  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the 
appointment  of  the  commissioners.     It 
bad  been  at  first  intended  to  appoint  them 
in  the  bill.    This  did  not  appear  to  him 
so  indispensable  as  it  did  to  some  of  his 
friends.    They  were  now  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Crown,  and  he  implored  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  to  consider,  that 
whatever  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  how- 
ever ample  and  appropriate  the  powers 
which  were  granted  to  the  commission, 
after  all,  its  bucqsss  naainlv  depended  on 
the  persofial  qualities  of  the  commission- 
ers.   In  this  oaie,  at  least,  he  hoped  every 
thing  like  party  feeling,  or  a  spirit  of  pa- 
tronage or  jobbing  the  appointments,  to 
use  a  common  but  expressive  word,  would 
be  given  up.    Some  of  the  commissioners 
weee  to  receive  no  salaries,  and  no  man 
could  think  higher  than  be  did  of  some  of 
the  gentlemen  whom  he  had  heard  would 
be  named  on  the  oommissioo.    As  notUng 
but  the  labour  could  ceward  such  an  ap- 
pointment, and  no  motive  could  engage 
any  one  to  accept  of  it  but  a  desire  to  see 
the  matter  conscientiouslv  and  steadily 
proceeded  in,  he  thus  publicly,  without 
mrtber  ceremony,  on  the  terms  he  had 
asentioned  ^for  no  other  could  be  thought 
of),  beggea  to  offer  his  own  services  as 
one  of  the  commii siooers.    He  bad  con«^ 
suited  his  brother  members  of  the  com- 
■Mttee,  who  had  thought  it  fair  that  he 
abouU  make  this  offer,  from  the  part  ho' 
had  had  in  this  business  already,  aod  Scorn 
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the  interest  which  be  took  in  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  measure.    He  offered 
only  his  time  and  his  labour,  aod  if  he 
should  have  thejg^ood  fortune  to  see  this 
o&r  accepted,  it  would  afford  him  the 
most  hearuelt  satisfaction.    It  was  not  for 
him  to  say  whether  or  not  members  of  that 
House  should  be  admitted  to  be  members 
of  the  commission ;  but  he  begged  to  add* 
that  if  that  to  which  he  aspir^were  held 
to  be  incompatible  with  a  seat  in  that 
House,  he  should  wish  to  have  t^e  refusal 
of  it  even  in  that  case ;  fbr,  as  he  believed 
from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  the  inquirv 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  in  which 
that  House  and  the  legislature  had  ever 
been  engsffed,  as  be  was  at  present  ad- 
vised, belaid  not  know  that  he  should 
think  it  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  withdraw 
himself  for  a  while  from  other  duties,  for 
that  security  which  he  knew  his  presence 
on  the  commission  wo^ld  give  those  who 
were  anxious  for  the  success  of  the  in- 
quiry, that  the  object  in  view  should  be 
unceasiosly  pursued  ^  its  acconoplish- 
meot.     In  conclusion,   he  trustea  the 
House  would  give  its  assent  to  the  Bill, 
and  apt  in  such  a  manner  that,  if  it  should 
be  negatived  in  another  plaoe*  which  God 
forbicC  they  might  he  prepared  with  some 
otlier  measure  in  furtherance   of  their 
common  object.    There  were  none  of  the 
wrongdoers  in  the  House  wbose  conduct 
it  would  be  one  objeet  of  the  commission 
to  bring  into  view.    From  eoy  member  in 
that  House,  therefore  he  did  not  antici- 
pate any  strong  objection   to  the   bill. 
From  the  venerable  neads  of  the  church 
in  the  other  House,  he  trusted  the  bill 
would  meet  with  a  warm  support.    As  . 
the  paitors  of  the  Christian  religion  in 
this  country,  he  couhl  not  think  that  they 
would  thwart »  measure  wliich  had  for  its 
object  the  support  of  that  religion,  by 
more  fuUjr  imparting  the  benefits  of  edu- 
cation to  Its  members* 

The  Bill  then  |)assed  through  the  Com- 
mittee* 

Ba  VK  RxsTB/cTioK  BiLL-^  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read,  for  takmg  into  con- 
sideration the  report  ,of  the  Committee 
on  this  bill, 

Mr.  FranUand  Lem$  said,  he  was  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  far^iog  the  attention  pf 
the  House  once  more  on  this  measure, 
and  this  made  him  regret  the  more  that 
the  subject  bad  not  beea  pc^vioM^ly  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  oTo  comoMttee 
alMve  stairs*    Mothlog  f:a8  now,  however^ 
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left  t6  tit  Ho^tte  bol  to  ktakmi  die  bill  as 
beat  they  might,  fdr  in  Ifttle  more  than 
one  month  the  Bank  must  resume  cash 
payments  should  the  Mil  not  pass*  Mo 
one  wab  desutniS  of  so  sudden  a  resomp- 
tton ;  but  al  the  Same  time  it  was  desirable 
that  some  security  should  be  afforded, 
that  the  House  should  not  in  the  month 
of  May  neict  yeat,  be  again  occu|Hed  in 
passing  just  such  toother  b31.  Seme  de- 
thiratron  odght  to  be  faitroduced  into  the 
preaftible  to  fix  a  period  to  h  sjrstem  vfatch 
itt  present  M>peatBd  ikiterminable.  Tbati 
this  int^rmmablie  prospect  he  should 
prefet  even  a  Stfdden  and  nnprepa^ed«for 
Tesumptlon.  Bvtt  he  rote  io  pixmose  an 
amenomeut  which  wbid^  steer  b^tweeti 
those  t#o  evils,  to  the  ttkdt  of  engaging 
the  Bank  to  regime  cash  payments  at  a 
definite  period.  The  House  were  So- 
lemnly called  upon  to  put  an  end,  while  it 
was  in  their  power  to  do  so,  tb  the  present 
dans;erous  and  vicious  system.  The  bill 
ought  dierefore  to  eontain,  not  ti  special 
enactment  but  a  distinct  expression  of  ex- 

{ecfation  that  cash  payments  wotild  not 
e  agsao  postponed.  The  preatnble  should 
comprdiend  a  direct  dectaraftion  that  the 
restriction  was  cootiRued,  in  order  diat  the 
Bank  might  be  emibled  to  reduce  its 
issues,  BO  as  to  resume  cash  payments  at 
the  time  fixed  by  the  biU.  Two  years 
ago  the  restriction  had  been  extended  for 
two  years,  ^  in  order  to  affinrd  the  Bank 
time  to  mdce  the  necessary  preparations 
for"  the  resumption  of  caan  payments.*' 
Now  We  were  as  fkr  from  that  object  as 
then.  He  presumed  that  no  one  would 
obj^  to  his  proposed  amendment  from 
any  attachment  to  the  ptesent  preamble. 
The  present  preamble  only  stated,  that 
unforeseen  drcomstances  had  arisen  which 
rendered  it  expedient  to  continue  the  re- 
strictions. As  those  drcumstances,  al- 
though thejr  mrriit  not  bave  been  fore- 
seen, must  haVe  oeen.seen  nbw  that  they 
had  occutitd,  It  wa(s  strange  that  they  had 
not  been  described.  Although  he  had 
closebr  att^ded  all  the  discusatons  on  the 
bill,  ne  could  not  state  what  those  cir- 
cumstances were.  The  right  hon.  gentie- 
man  on  a  fbrmet*  night,  had  indeed  men- 
tioned fbur  arglnnents  as  Justiflcatorr  of 
the  bHl.  The  first  was,  the  expense  or  the 
ariny  in  Trance,  the  second  tihe  bad 
harvest,  'die  third  the  expenditure  of 
English  travellers  abroad,  and  the  fburth 
the  loans  to  France.  As  to  the  first'argu- 
ntent,  that  had  completely  broken  down, 
Alt  the  expense  d  the  army  Of  occupa- 


tion was  defrayed  by  France.    The  bad 
harvest,  whidi  was  the  second  argument, 
might  again  occur,  and  might  be  made  a 
perpetud  reason  for  restriction,    ^th 
respect  to  the  third  argmnent,  the  ex- 
pense  of  travellers,    arhatever   was   its 
amount  it  hud  at  least  not  been  <mfore» 
Seen,  for  two  years  ago  it  had  been  pre- 
dicted as  a  very  probable  pretext  far  sudi 
a  measure  «s  the  present.    The  loans  to 
be  negodafted  for  France  affbrded  there- 
fore the  «nly  ground  on  which  the  niea« 
sure  rested ;  and  althou^  there  might  be 
Something  in  ihb  argument,  ft  had  beeb 
moat  extravagaaftly  overchas^ged.    Many 
thhigs  must  TO  taken  for  granted  by  ttose 
who  tised  it.    In  the  firrt  place  it  nttst 
be  f Sken  for  grlinted,  that  a  great  toiut  of 
those  loans  would  be  negotiated  in  Ibis 
counfry ;  which  was  by  no  means  oacer- 
tafined.    In  the  next  place  diat  k  would 
be  triinsmitced  in  gold;  which  was  abo 
doubtful.    The  exenanges  wiere  neariy  nt 
par,  white  ^dd  was  at  ^.  2f  •  Sd.  an  ounce. 
It  Would  therefore  be  oMously  impc^ic 
to  export  gold  whidi  was  more  vsamablto 
here  than  abroad,  while  bills  of  exdiange 
might  be  pocmred  at  par.    He  could  not 
conceive  on  what  ground  it  Was  cdcolated, 
that  our  mc^Uic  currency  would  be  ma- 
teridly  afifected  by  any  change  fhttt  might 
take  place  in  our  Sjrstem.    raioce,  It  was 
known,  had  undergone  every  variation  of 
circumstance  that  could  visit  a  nation  in 
war  or  peace,  in  her  trade  or  commerce, 
and  yet  its  metdlic  currency  continued 
the  same.    Why  then  should  it  be  aigued, 
that  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  by 
the  Bank  was  Hkdy  to  produce  such  « 
change  as  some  gentlemen  profiased  to 
apprehend?  AlargesiJbdoctionofbuAion 
from  this  country  In  oonse^ence  of  the 
loans  to  Fhmce  and  Prussia,  was  smted 
as  a  reason  against  tiie  expcsdiettcy  of  re- 
moving the  restriction  upon  the  Bade, 
lest  bullion  should  rise  in  price.     Bdt  it 
was  notorious,  that  we  had  witnessed  of 
late,  a  large  subduction  of  gold  from  the 
continent,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  coifers  of  the  Bank,  and  yet  that  sub- 
duction did  not  enhance  the  price  ^f  gold 
among  the   contmentd  nations,     wl^ 
then  snould  any  subduction,  likehrto  arne 
in  consequenceof  die  loans  alluded  to,  be 
supposed  to  be  cdcdated  to 'produce  any 
eniun^cMient  of  {he  price  of  goM  in  this 
country  ? .  Tt  probably  would  be  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  resumption  tof  ca^h  ps*-- 
ments,  that  a  rise  would  take  0lace  in  the 
price  of  gold,   and  that  the  exchange 


.767]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

would  fall  in  consequence  of  the  enhance- 
ment of  the  gold.  Some  of  the  coin 
would  be  melt^  down,  but  then  the  coin 
which  was  not  melted  would,  remain  the 
same*  and  the  prices  of  goods  would 
speedily  fall.  No  other  effect  would 
follow*  and  thus  things  would  come  round 
.  to  their  natural  course.  He  was  astonished 
to  find  gentlemen  so  much  frightened  at 
the  bugbear,  that  loans  to  France  or  to 
.any  other  country  would  serye  to  with- 
.  draw  our  bullion,  and  that  through  that 
fear  they  should  be  reconciled  to  a  system 
which  gave  the  Bank  the  power  of  in- 
fluencing the  distribution  of  all  the  pro- 
perty in  the  country.  It  was  incumbent 
on  the  House  to  enter  on  a  different 
system  of  policy.  ^Tot  that  he  meant  to 
depreciate  the  difficulties  that  existed,  or 
to  deny  the  facts  that  had  been  stated, 
but  because  those  difficulties  could  never 
be  removed  by  attributing  them  to  er- 
roneous causes.  The  fact  wa|i,  and  it 
had  been  stated  ten  thousand  tiroes  in  that 
House,  although  it  was  not  the  less  true 
or  important  on  that  account,  that  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  sold  and  the  fall  of  the 
exchange  were  solely  to  be  attributed  to 
the  enormous  upue  of  Bank  paper, 
and  noUiing  could  serve  to  remeay  the 
evil  but  our  restoration  to  a  sbund  state  of 
currency.  This  indeed  even  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  and  many  who  held  the 
same  opinions  could  not  venture  to  deny, 
fdthough  they  seemed  unwilling  distinctly 
to  admit  it.  That  the  great  issue  of  Bank 
notes  produced  an  enhancement  in  the 
price  of  all  articles  he  need  not  attempt  to 
prove,  and  gold  must  of  course  bear  its 
aue  share  in  that  enhancement.  That  the 
fall  of  exchange  was  also  the  effect  of  the 
same  cause  was  equally  evident.  For  what 
was  meant  by  the  par  of  exchange  was 
simply  this,  that  an  equal  quantity  of  the 
precious  metals  in  the  currency  of  one 
country  was  of  the  same  value  as  an  equal 
quantity  in  that  of  another:  that  was, 
that  24  francs  in  France  were  equivalent 
to  20  shillings  in  England.  But  when  our 
one  pound  note  was  not  equivalent  to  the 
sum  which  it  professed  to  represent,  the 
rate  of  exchange  was  of  course  against  us. 
The  computed  exchange  might  depend  on 
the  number  and  amount  of  commercial 
transactions,  but  the  real  exchange  could 
be  affected  only  by  a  variation  in  the 
price  of  gold  and  silver.  The  system  upon 
which  the  Bank  now  acted  must  inevitably 
lead  to  the  continuance  of  the  restriction, 
from  time  to  time ;  for  the  maintenance  of 
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their  issues  at  their  present  amount  would 
never  allow  the  act  to  expire.    The  Bank 
then  had  the  power  of  rendering  the  res- 
triction still  longer  necessary,  and  they 
avowed  opinions  which  indicated  the  pro- 
bability of  their  exercising  that  power.  In 
speaking  of  the  power  of  the  Bank  he  did 
not  mean  to  accuse  that  body  of  any  im- 
proper  motive  or  conduct,  but  he  felt  con- 
vinced from  the  nature  of  that  power  that 
the  Bank  would  be  as  little  prepared  for 
resuming  cash  payments  this  day  twelve- 
month as  at  present  if  parliament  did  not 
take  some  measures  to  provide  otherwise. 
He  could  not  help  looking  forward  to  a 
great  increase  of  circulating  paper,  and 
we  country  banks  by  their  renewed  issues 
would  greatly  assist  in  depreciating  it.  In 
alludins  to   those  Banks  he  deprecated 
any  parliamentary  interference  with  them  ; 
for  he  was  fully  sensible  of  the  advantage 
which  the  pubuc  had  derived  from  them 
in  supplying  a  cheap  medium  of  circula« 
tion,  and  in  spreading  that  active  capital 
throughout  the  country  which  would  have 
been  otherwise  confined  to  London.  Their 
number,  by  exciting  competition,  and  by 
necessarily  contracting  the  transactions  of 
each  baoK  had  lessened  the  profits  of  their 
business,  and  had  materially  diminished 
the  risk  of  individuals.    What  ^^vil  there 
was  belonging  to  the  system  of  country 
banks  was  not  to  be  cured  by  the  issue  of 
stock  notes  as  proposed  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.    It  arose  from  the  law 
which  permitted  them  to  issue  small  notes 
instead  of  confining  their  issues  to  notes 
of  higher  value,  and  from  limiting    the 
number  of  partners  in  every  firm  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England.     With  regard  to  tlie 
benefits  derived  during  the  war  from  the 
Bank  of  England  by  the  country,    he 
thought  they  had  been  greatly  overrated, 
while  an  attempt  was  made*  to  shut  the 
eyes  of  the  country  to  all  the  evils  of  our 
paper  transactions.    Let  the  House  con- 
sider the  burihen  under  which  we  were 
now  labouring  in  peace ;   let  them  reflect 
on  the  evils  and  miseries  which  the  fluc- 
tuations in  the  value  of  the  currency  had 
occasioned,  let  them  contemplate  those 
high  prices  which>  had  rendered  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  war  so  disproportionate 
and  enormous  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
preciation of-  paper,  and  which   depre- 
ciation was  notoriously  the  effect  or  an 
enormous  issue  of  notes.    If  due  prepara- 
tion were  not  made  in  proper  time  the  re- 
sumption must  be  subject  to  additional 
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difficulty  ai  we  proceeded,  and  the  diffi- 
culty must  be  faced  at  some  time  or  other* 
When  was  it  probable  that  a  belter  op- 
portunity would  occur  than  at  the  present 
moment  ?  The  price  of  stocks  would  not 
he  thought  be  affected  by  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments.  It  was  an  error  to  say 
that  trade  was  benefited  by  the  increased 
issue  of  Bank  of  England  paper,  for 
that  issue  was  of  late  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
chase of  exchequer  bills  and  bullion.  The 
rate  of  discount  at  the  Bank  was  in  fact 
loo  high  to  be  really  beneficial  to  trade. 
But  it  was  known  that  discounts  were  to 
be  had  in  the  money  market  on  such  easy 
terms  of  late  years  that  persons  of  small 
capital  had  been  tempted  into  rasb  adven- 
tures and  hazardous  speculations  which 
proved  extremely  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try. One  argument  frequently  urged  by 
the  Bank  Directors,  was,  that  parliament 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank,  and  in  this  opinion  he  entirely 
concurred.  But  the  bill  before  the  House 
was  a  most  lamentable  andfatal  interference 
with  them.  Parliament  had  enacted  the  res- 
triction, and  that  restriction  rendered  far* 
ther  interference  absolutely  necessary. 
Let  the  restriction  be  removed,  and  he 
was  one  of  those  who  would  never  desire 
to  know  any  thing  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Bank ;  but  while  that  restriction  continued, 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  that  establishment. 
The  restriction  gave  the  Bank  a  power 
over  the  distribution  of  all  the  property  in 
the  kingdom.  They  might,  if  they 
should  think  proper,  discount  bills  paya- 
able  at  three  years,  as  well  as  billa 
payable  at  two  months,  and  thus  throw 
into  circulation  a  quantity  of  paper  that 
would  never  return  to  them,  while  the 
Bank  possessed  a  discretion  of  this  kind, 
parliament  must  necessarily  interfere  in 
their  concerns,  or  abandon  altogether  the 
most  important  interests  of  the  country. 
The  sort  of  interference  which  he  would 
recommend  should  be  gentle,  gradual,  but 
conclusive ;  by  fixing  a  period  at  which 
the  Bank  should  resume  their  cash  pay- 
ments, but  at  such  a  distance  of  time  as 
would  enable  them  to  be  fully  prepared 
for  it  by  a  previous  reduction  of  their 
issues.  The  first  step  in  this  measure 
ought  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  a 
large  reduction  of  the  one  pound  notes. 
The  reduction  of  the  small  notes  appeared 
to  him  to  be  more  desirable  than  that  of 
notes  of  a  higher  denomination,  both  be- 
cause the  former  would  be  supplied  by  a 
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metallic  currency,  and  because  they  were 
the  principal  cause  of  the  vast  and  de- 
plorable increase  in  the  crime  of  forgery. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  it  a 
chimerical  speculation  to  endeavour  to 
remove  that  great  evil  by  any  other  mea- 
sure, for  he  could  not  conceive  that  any 
refinement  in  the  art  of  engi^aving  the 
notes  would  be  an  effectual  guard  against 
it.  There  was  one  other  consideration  of 
a  general  nature  which  appeared  to  him 
to  deserve  attention,  and  it  was,  the  opi- 
nion which  the  continuance  of  this  system 
must  inculcate  in  Europe,  with  regard  to 
our  financial  resources.  The  restoration 
of  cash  payments  was,  in  his  view,  particu- 
larly necessary  in  order  to  maintain  our 
character  and  consequence  on  the  conti- 
nent. For  while  our  present  state  of  cur- 
rency continued,  we  must  be  regarded  by 
the  continent  as  helpless  and  exhausted ; 
for  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  that  any 
nation  able  to  relieve  itself  from  its  dim- 
culties  would  remain  in  such  an  unsound 
state.  There  was  a  courage  of  peace  as 
well  as  a  courage  of  war ;  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  at  any  period  could  the  diffi- 
culty be  encountered  with  less  risk  than 
at  present.  If  we  could  not  lielp  ourselves 
out  of  such  a  condition  in  peace,  that  abi- 
lity could  not  be  expected  to  arise  in  war. 
What  an  impression  then  were  our  cir- 
cumstances likely  to  make  upon  conti- 
nental nations!  However,  assured  of  the 
pacific  disposition  of  those  nations,  we  had 
done  that  to  some  of  them  which  they 
must  be  anxious  to  avenee ;  and  what  a 
prospect  did  our  financial  condition  pre- 
sent to  encourage  the  calculation  of  Hos- 
tile minds  I  It  was  in  vain  to  hope  that 
the  next  year  would  be  more  favourable 
than  this  for  entering  on  the  subject;  and 
it  was  for  these  reasons  that  he  was  anxious 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  adopt  the 
amendment  with  which  he  intended  to 
conclude,  namely,  to  leave  out  all  the 
words  in  the  preamble  from  **  whereas,*' 
in  order  to  add  the  words, 

**  It  is  expedient  that  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act  should  be  farther  continued, 
in  order  to  afford  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
the  opportunity  of  making  such  gradual 
reduction  of  tne  amount  of  their  notes 
in  circulation  as  may  be  necessaryi  in 
order  to  enable  them,  with  safety  to  the 
Bank  and  to  the  public,  to  resume  Cash 
Payments,  at  the'earliest  period,  and  that 
another  time  should  be  fixed  at  which  the 
said  restrictions  should  cease.** 

Mr.  Canning  opposed  the  amendment. 

(8  1>) 
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It  was  not  from  want  of  a  due  sense  of  the 
ingenuity  and  ability  with  which  the  hon. 
member  had  treated  the  subject,  that  be 
would  decline  following  him  through  all 
his  arguments.^— The  preamble,  by  de- 
claring that  **  unforeseen  circumstances" 
had  rendered  it  expedient  that  the  restric- 
tion should  continue,  contained  the  only 
motive  which  at  present  could  induce  him 
to  support  the  bill.  The  amendment,  if 
introduced,  would  assign  a  reason  upon 
which  his  assent  was  not  founded.  He 
was  neither  blind  to  the  inconveniencies, 
nor  enamoured  of  the  facilities  arising  from 
a  restriction  of  ca^h  payments*  He  still 
retained  all  the  opmions  which,  upon 
former  occasions,  he  had  expressed  upon 
the  subject,  and  no  man  who  did  him  the 
honour  to  recollect  those  opinions  could 
doubt  of  his  anxiety  to  return  to  a  sound 
and  wholesome  state  of  currency.  He 
had  also,  always  held  the  opinion  that  it 
would  not  be  fit  or  politic,  in  his  mind,  to 
allow  any  interference  with  the  practical 
details  of  the  Bank.  While  he  bad  exerted 
himself  on  the  occasion  of  the  former  discus- 
sions to  discountenance  the  false  reasoning 
and  false  principles  upon  which  the  restric- 
tion on  the  Bank  was  defended,  he  had  at 
the  same  time  declared  his  dissent  from 
those  who  were  desirous  that  parliament 
should  interfere  in  any  other  way  with 
cash  payments,  than  by  merely  determin- 
ing the  period  at  which  the  restrictions 
should  cease.  He  still  retained  all  those 
opinions,  and  still  looked  forward  anxiously 
to  the  time  when  the  restriction  might 
cease,  consistently  with  the  public  interest. 
The  practical  part  of  the  question  had 
been  ably  argued  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Lewis V  No  person  could  deny 
that  .the  Bant  were  bound  to  provide  for 
the  resumption  of  their  pajrments.  Tliey 
had  kctually  done  so.  But  if  the  pro- 
posed amendment  were  adopted,  the 
preamble  to  the  bill  would  appear  to 
assume  that  there  was  an  incapacity  on 
the  part  of  the  Bank  to  meet  tne  deter- 
mination of  parfiament  as  to  the  period  of 
resumption,  whereas  the  delay  ^hich  the 
bill  went  to  enact,  arose  from*  extraneous 
circumstances  which  no  prudence  could 
foresee.  A  loan  of  unexampled  magni- 
tude was  contracted  for  by  a  neighbouring 
nation.  From  obvious  probabUities  and 
notorious  facts,  it  appeared  that  a  greait 

froportion  of  it  must  go  from  this  countcy. 
t  was  asked  why  loans  should  tend  to 
impoverish  this  country,  without  pro- 
ducing the  same  e&ct  on  France.    The 
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circumstances  were  quite  difibrent.    ThiB 

great  accumulation  of  capital  here  in- 
uced  the  possessors  to  speculate  in 
foreign  loans  with  a  view  of  converting 
their  money  to  greater  advantage.  France 
had  no  such  capital,  and  therefore  could 
not  embark  in  those  speculations.  How- 
ever desirable  the  opening  of  the  Bank 
might  be,  ev^ry  person  must  befieve,  that 
at  any  period,  it  would  be  attended  with 
practical  difiBculties.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Bank  to  guard  against  them,  but  it 
was  not  the  business  of  parliament  to  pre* 
scribe  what  should  be  done  with  a  view 
to  such  an  object.  They  had  only  to 
prescribe  the  time  of  resumption,  not  the 
means  which  the  Bank  ought  to  adopt  for 
the  purposes  of  rendering  it  more  easy. 
No  mdisposition  to  get  rid  of  the  restric- 
tion could  be  imputed  to  them,  and  every 
thing  which  haa  passed  in  the  present 
session  upon  the  subject,  would  only 
operate  as  a  stimulus  for  future  prepara- 
tion, and  render  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments  rather  an  object  of  desire  than 
of  apprehension  to  the  Bank.  The  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  his  apprehension, 
that  circumstances  of  a  novel  kind,  like 
the  present,  might  arise,  to  occasion  a 
farther  delay.  He  (Mr.  Canning)  saw 
no  probability  of  any  such  event.  It 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments  was  a  most  desirable 
event.  The  country  could  never  be  con- 
sidered as  having  completely  righted  itself 
until  the  currency  was  restored  to  its 
natural  and  regular  course.  [Hear, 
hear!]— Nothing  at  present  could  pos- 
sibly prevent  it  but  the  existence  of  ex- 
traneous and  unexpected  circumstances, 
unexampled  in  their  magnitude,  and  in 
their  possible  results.  It  was  no  iham^ 
to  any  person  not  to  have  foreseen  theffit 
however  great  might  be  his  political  saga- 
city. There  was  no  probability  that  they 
would  arise  again  before  the  lapse  of 
twelve  months.  He  anticipated  no  such 
event,  and  he  only  voted  for  the  present 
bill,  from  a  complete,  though  unwilling 
conviction  of  its  temporary  necessity. 

Mr.  «/.  P.  Grant  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  justified  this 
measure  on  the  necessity  set  forth  in  the 
original  preamble,  and  had  opposed  the 
amendment,  on  the  ^ound  that  it  would 
recognize  an  undue  mterference  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  Bank  concerns.  But  he  had 
not  ventured  to  answer  that  part  of  hia 
hon.  friendTs  speech,  which  asserted  that 
the  Statute  book  did  not  conlAin  vuch  H 
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preamble  as  thisi  **  that  unforeseen  cir* 
cuoistaoces''  juttified  the  measure:  be 
had  simply  confined  himself  to'stating, 
that  the  ground  of  the  oontinuance  of  the 
restriction  act  was  the  loan  in  France. 
Why  not  at  once,  if  tlie  government  were 
confident  in  this  opinion,  set  forth  what 
they  thouffht  the  true  reason  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  ?  The  people  of  £ng* 
land  ought  at  least  to  have  this  reason  on 
the  face  of  the  record.      The  right  hon. 

Sentlemany  indeed,  thought  that  the  Bank 
ad  gold  enough  in  its  coffers ;  but  this 
was  not  enoughy  for  if  their  issues  remain- 
ed unlimited^  as  they  now  stood,  their 
paper  must  sufier  that  eventual  deprecia- 
tion which  would  render  it  impossible  for 
them  to  resume  cash  payments  with  the 
facility  by  some  supposed.  This  he  knew 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  accommodation 
afforded  by  the  Bank  to  government.  As 
to  «  foreign  loan,  he  was  at  a  loss,  after  the 
fullest  consideration,  to  understand  how 
iar  a  French  loan  could  Kave  a  tendency 
to  alter  the  whole  metallic  circulation  of 
Ibis  country;  because,  the  very  conse* 
(}Mence  of  this  remittance  of  specie  must 
increase  the  price  of  the  commodity  in  this 
country  in  the  same  proportion  that  it 
became  depreciated  in  France,  from  the 
aurnlus  in  the  market.  It  must,  therefore, 
finda  fair  level,  just  as  therates  of  exchange 
did  in  mercantile  exports  and  imports.  In 
the  year  1797,  let  the  House  recollect, 
that  there  were  only  150,000/.  in  specie 
sent  out  of  the  country  in  the  Austrian 
and  Prussian  subsidies— the  rest  was  trans- 
mitted in  bills  of  exchange,  except  a  small 
quantity  of  dollars.  Now  in  the  present 
loan,  surely  nobody  believed  that  the 
whole  had  been  contracted  for  in  England. 
"When  he  recollected  that  the  advances  to 
government  led  to  the  Bank  stoppage  in 
1797,  and  when  he  saw  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  founded  his  system  of 
finance  on  farther  advances  from  the  Bank 
on  exchequer  bills  in  the  present  year,  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  cause 
still  continued,  and  would  continue  to 
operate  to  prevent  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments,  just  8o  long  as  this  system  be- 
tween the  Bank  and  the  government  was 
suffered  to  continue  in  full  and  active 
operation.  This  had  led  to  the  original 
steppage,  and  it  now  continued  it.  So 
convinced  was  be  of  the  necessity  of 
l^ringing  this  matter  to  a  decisive  issue  with 
(be  Sank,  and  of  fixing  some  definite  period 
for  replacing  the  metallic  currency  of  the 
^tmtvy  (in  tbe  footing  Mpon  which  it 


formerly  stood,  that  he  would  now  con- 
clude by  giving  notice  of  his  intention,  in 
a  future  stage  of  the  bill,  to  move  that  the 
restriction  do  continue  no  longer  than 
six  weeks  after  the  next  meeting  of  par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Charles  Grants  jun.  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  would  support  the  pre- 
amble as  it  stood,  because  unforeseen  cir- 
comstances  alone,  as  the  preamble  ex- 
pressed it,  were  the  ground  upon  which 
the  restriction  was  proposed  to  be  con- 
tinued. It  was  not  denied  on  either  side 
of  the  House,  that  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments,  even  without  the  existence  of 
a  foreign  loan,  would  be  attended  with  no 
small  difficulties.  It  could  not  but  occa- 
sion a  run  upon  the  Bank,  and  a  decrease 
of  circulating  medium.  These  evils  would, 
no  doubt,  be  considerably  increased  by  a 
loan  of  so  unprecedented  an  amount  as 
that  contracted  for  by  France.  A  re- 
currence to  cash  payments  was  most  de- 
sirable in  peace,  but  still  it  should  ^be 
remembered  that  it  was  the  restriction 
which  had  enabled  them  to  carry  on  the 
war  to  a  triumpliant  close,  and  to  guard 
against  those  fluctuations  of  currency 
which  must  have  produced  the  most  ruin- 
ous effects.  Still  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be 
permanent.  Its  excellency  depended  en- 
tirely upon  being  temporary* 

Air.  Gurney  rose  and  said: — I  am  aware^ 
Sir,  that,  in  offering  myself  to  your  atten- 
tion in  a  discussion  like  this — afler  the 
speeches  of  so  many  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  name  and  authority — I  am  accus- 
able  of  no  small  temerity;  but  having 
given  to  the  subject  the  roost  sedulous 
consideration  I  have  been  able  to  bring  to 
it ;  and  having  been  in  a  position  for  some- 
what more  than  twenty  years,  which  ne- 
cessarily brought  under  my  view  the  de- 
tails of  the  system  on  which  the  currency 
of  the  county  has  been  carried  on  during 
that  period,  I  am  anxious  to  be  allowed  to 
trespass  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  patience 
of  the  Housc^ 

Sir,  I  think  it  must  be  granted,  that  the 
preamble. of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer is  at  least  innocent.  The  amendment 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  I  conceive  to  have 
a  tendency  to  be  hurtful,  and  I  shall  vote 
against  that  amendment. 

Sir,  I  will  state  boldly,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  this  is  not  a  question 
concerning  the  interests  of  the  Bank;  but 
one  concerning  solely,  and  involving  niost 
deeply,  the  interests  of  the  community. 
Gentiemen  have  gone  into  many,  and  into 
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intricate,  details; — ^into  these  I  shall  not 
foUow  them. — The  main  hearing  of  the 
whole  matter,  I  do  firtnly  believe,  lies  pal- 
pably on  the  surface. 

It  is  very  commonly  rumoured,  that  the 
Bank  possess  in  their  coffers,  either  four- 
teen millions  or  sixteen  milh'ons  in  gold. 
The  government  owes  them  twelve  mil- 
lions ;  and,  this  paid,  the'Bank  can  pay  off 
every  note  they  have  issued ; — and  where 
is  their  necessity  ever  to  issue  another  ? 
But,  in  sucli  case,  where  are  the  commu- 
nity ?  The  Bank  can,  out  of  the  accumu- 
lation of  its  capital,  furnish  forth  its  trea- 
sure.— Is  it  the  same  with  the  country  ? 

I  confess  I  consider  it  fortunate,  that 
the  Bank  did  not  resume  its  cash-payments 
in  1816;  and  I  am  even  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  fortunate,  that  it  does  not  resume 
them  now ;  as  I  lean  most  strongly  to 
the  opinion,  that,  before  the  Bank  can 
ever  pay  in  specie,  with  safety  to  the 
state,  the  government  must  rectify  what 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  no  small  er- 
ror ;  namely,  the  adoption  of  the  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Locke — ^under  cirdumstances 
to  which  they  did  not  apply — in  the  late 
coinage. 

Sir,  gentlemen  have  talked  much,  and 
have,  as  I  think,  talked  wildly,  of  the 
power  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  even 
of  the  power  of  the  private  bankers,  of 
enlarging  their  issues  to  any  extent — of 
the  consequent  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  as  valued  against  gold— and  in 
this  their  interested  career,  of  the  urgent 
necessity  of  curbing  them.  Sir,  the  Bank 
of  England  has  never  brought  such  powers 
into  action,  and  the  private  bankers  have 
never  possessed  them. 

The  pound  of  account  of  1818,  is  not 
the  pound  of  account  of  the  days  of  Mr. 
Locke ;  but  it  is  not  the  Bank  of  England 
which  has  altered  it.  But  to  the  pound 
of  account  of  the  times  existing,  you  must 
adjust  your  coinage.  It  is  upon  that  pound 
all  outstanding  contract  was  calculated: 
or,  on  reverting  to  payments  in  specie 
after  so  long  a  cessation,  your  embarrass- 
ment will  be,  I  fear,  unbounded.  If,  on 
either  side,  the  scale  of  justice  must  in- 
cline, the  creditor  can  receive,  as  he  has 
received,  gradually,  somewhat  less  than 
has  been  his  due.  The  debtor  cannot 
suddenly  be  made  to  pay  him  more,  be- 
cause he  has  it  not. 

Sh*,  the  work  of  Mr.  Locke  was  written 
in  the  year  1695,  when  the  national  debt 
was  under  twenty  millions.  Consequently, 
the  bearing  of  it  on  the  currency  was  only 
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the  amount  of  its  interest,  say  under  a 
million.— It  hardly  yet  entered  into  the 
computation  as  holding  any  great  influence 
on  the  rise  of  prices. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  financial  history 
of  the  country  during  the  last  twenty-four 
years.  In  1796,  Pame  wrote  his  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  English  System  of  Finance. 
He  wrote  as  an  enemy ;  but  his  inductions 
are,  many  of  them,  indisputable— if  you 
concede  to  him  the  grand  fallacy  on  which 
they  all  rest ;  namely,  thnt  the  pound  of 
account  is  of  unvarying  value,— and  that 
the  pound  payable  to  the  national  creditor 
in  1796  was  to  remain,  as  to  its  efficacy, 
the  pound  for  ever.  Since  the  days  of 
Mr.  Locke,  the  debt  had  changed  from  a 
debt,  properly  so  called,  to  the  under- 
standing of  a  perpetual  annuity.  Paine 
states  its  amount  in  nominal  capital  to  be 
approaching  to  400  millions,  and  argues, 
that  the  extent  of  its  yearly  interest  could 
not  much  longer  be  borne,  as  marching  in 
an  accelerating  ratio  of  constant  increase 
— The  funds  at  that  time  standing  at  59. 

In  1797,  this  feeling  began  to  prevail 
universally— the  funds  fell  to  48.  Mr. 
Pitt  put  it  to  the  patriotism  of  the  country, 
and  vainly  attempted  his  loyalty  loan.  All 
who  had  demands  for  gold,  rushed  for 
gold  to  hoard  it.  The  Bank  stopped  under 
the  shelter  of  an  order  from  ^the  privy 
council ;  and  the  golden  pound  hitherto 
in  use  departed  from  the  circulation  of 
England  —  the  bank  notes  issued  being 
then  under  eleven  millions. 

In  1798,  the  funds  remained  at  48  and 
49.  The  circulation  of  the  Bank  was 
twelve  millions ;  but  the  country,  through 
the  private  bankers,  had  been  supplied  in 
most  counties  with  an  issue  of  one  pound 
notes,  which  replaced  the  guineas  that 
had  disappeared.  In  Norfolk,  with  ^reat 
difficulty,  we  did  keep  up  a  certain  arcu- 
lation  of  gold,  mixea  with  the  one  pound 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  In  this 
year,  Mr.  Pitt  carried  his  bill  for  the  war 
assessed  taxes,  stretchable  to  the  supposed 
tenth  of  the  income  of  the  payer. 

In  1799,  finding  the  old  svstem  could 
go  no  farther,  Mr.  Pitt  brought  in  his  in- 
come tax.  The  funds  rose  to  67.  Credit 
began  to  re-establish  itself.  I  have  heard, 
that  at  this  time  Paine  himself  acknow* 
ledeed  to  Barlow,  that  the  bankruptcy  he 
had  prophesied  was  averted  from  £n^- 
land :  and  the  Bank  issues  began  their 
sensible  rise,  going  now  to  thirteen  mil- 
lions and  a  half. 

It  was  in  this  year  thai  Mr.  Weslon 
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wrote  those  strange  letters,  so  smgularly 
quoted  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, recommending  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  adop- 
tion of  Law's  System,  exaggerated  in  the 
ratio  of  the  comparatiye  amounts  of  the 
debts  of  this  country  in  1799,  and  of 
France  under  the  regent  Orleans.  Mr. 
Weston  wanted  at  once  to  break  down 
fifty  millions  of  the  principal  of  the  debt, 
and  to  put  it  in  a  form  to  pass  as  money, 
utterly  forgetting  that  a  circulating  me- 
dium must  circulate;  that  is,  that  it  must 
come  back  upon  its  issuer  to  be  paid  at  its 
par  agUD,  and  that  speedily ;  or  it  must  ne- 
cessarily, as  Law's  did,  most  speedily  sink. 

However,  with  the  increase  of  the  debt 
there  was  the  increase  of  its  interest  to 
pay,  which  could  only  be  met  by  increased 
taxation— increased  taxation  could  only 
be  supplied  by  increase  in  the  prices  of  all 
tilings ;  and  through  the  means  of  these 
increased  prices,  a  larger  amount  of  re- 
presentation was  rendered  necessary ;  and 
this  necessary  amount  tlie  Bank  did  in  ef- 
fect ^inasmuch  as  depended  on  them), 
soberly,  wisely,  and  temperately  supply. 
From  that  day  to  this,  we  have  round  that 
die  amount  of  Bank  notes  in  circulation 
has  gradually  risen  in  a  certain  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  the  interest  paid  to  the 
creditor  of  the  state.  In  these  notes  his 
dividends  are  receivable ;  but  having  al- 
ways been  kept  by  the  Bank  under  the 
amount  of  that  interest,  they  have  been, 
of  necessity,  received  back  by  the  govern- 
ment at  their  par  much  within  the  year, 
for  the  taxes  imposed  to  meet  this  pay- 
ment of  interest,  so  due  to  the  creditor. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  a  paper  thus 
circumstanced  can  never  lose  its  currency 
within  the  community,  though  it  pass  for 
nothing  out  of  it.  All  thines  will  become 
dearer,  gold  not  excepted;  but  the  system 
can  go  oo*  unimpeded ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
government  have  been  in  no  difficulty  in 
raising  loans  for  the  public  serrice  suce 
its  adoption.  During  the  vast  and  dispro- 
portionate efforts  the  country  was  making 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  all  went  on 
smoothly,  till,  in  1813,  farther  taxation 
appearing  next  to  impossible,  the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  attacked  the  sink- 
ing fund — the  last  great  financial  expedi- 
ent up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  contest. 

Sir,  at  this  period  the  national  debt  bad 
mounted  to  more  than  800  millions ;  the 
interest  upon  it  to  upwards  of  80  millions; 
and  we  find  the  Bonk  issues  in  1815  were 
twenty-seven  millions.  Now,  I  own.  Sir, 
I  am  led  Co  suspect  that  we  must  always 


have  a  paper  representation,  more  or  less 
in  the  nature  of  a  legal  tender,  bearing 
some  relative  proportion  to  the  interest  of 
the  debt ;  that  as  our  commodities  will  in- 
sure us  a  credit  for  their  absolute  value  in' 
gold  and  silver  on  the  market  of  the  worlds 
so  we  may  be  able  to  satisfy  our  domestic 
reckonings  mixed  up  with,  and  swelled  in 
their  numerical  amounts  by  the  addition 
of  the  taxation  to  the  prices  of  every  ihm^4 
Next,  as  to  the  question  of  pnces — ife 
is  quite  idle  to  suppose  that  a  million  or 
two  more  or  less  in  the  circulation  of  the 
Bank;— that  a  few  notes  more  or  leas  is- 
sued providently,  or  improvidently,  by  the 
country  bankers— f  for  if  issued  improvi- 
dently, they  woula  only  come  back  on 
them  die  faster)  should  have  effected  mty 
very  material  alteration.  No  banker  ever 
did,  or  can,  issue  any  paper,  but  aa  mere 
change  for  something  of  a  higher  vahi0 
previously  lodged  witlkhim.  '  No  banker 
can  keep  out  a  note  an  hour  which  is  not 
wanted  for  the  immediate  transfer  of  the 

5:oods  on  sale  in  the  district  around  him* 
f  he  lends  his  notes,  he  probably  loses  hi» 
money ;  but  the  notes  must  come  back, 
if  more  are  issued  than  are  wanted,  for 
immediate  repayment  It  is  to  the  increase 
of  our  debt  tnat  we  have  alone  to  look,  as 
the  cause  of  the  increase  of  our  prices,  to 
the  millions  on  millions  of  the  engasements 
of  the  Treasury,  and  not  to  the  millions  of 
the  promises  of  the  Bank. 

I  now  come  to  the  year  1816,— and  to 
that  year's  experience,  I  do  presume  to 
intreat  the  attention  of  the  House.  In 
1818  and  1814  the  harvests  had  been 
abundant  throughout  all  Europe.  Tho 
war  had  ceased,  leaving  England,  I  mar 
say,  slutted  with  merchandize,  —  with 
abundance  of  all  things.  But  something 
in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  instantly 
seized  the  whole  nation.  The  activity  oif 
our  commerce  itself,  had  been  bent  and 
directed  to  the  purposes  of  war.  And, 
after  twenty-four  years  of  warfare— all 
the  bills  unpaid— every  one  seemed  to 
think  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
dismantle — to  sit  still  and  enjoy  themselves. 
But  what  followed  ?  Managed  as  best  it 
might  be,  there  must  have  been  a  great 
revulsion ;  but  all  seemed  to  be  set  on 
making  that  revulsion  as  ^eat  as  possible. 
Every  establishment,  carried  to  its  perfec- 
tion at  whatever  expense,  was  instantly  to 
be  got  rid  of*  Our  people  being  out  of 
emj^oy,  the  army  and  navy  were,  as  in* 
stantly,  to  be  discharged,  to  increase  Am 
numiier  of  the  deatitate. 
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Th*  prc^riy'tax,  wbicb,  however  un- 
equal in  sooie  parts  of  its  operation,  had 
been  tbe  main  support  of  our  finances^ 
was  wrenched  out  of  the  bands  of  go* 
ternmeet  ;-«and  the  property  which  had 
an  lAiquitouslj  attempted  to  relieve  itself 
by  caating  its  burtheo  on  those  who  pos- 
aessed  nothing,  sunk  in  tbe  hands  of  its 
•wners  some  50  per  cent  in  its  value. 
PrieeSy  indeed*  became  low;  but  who 
was  beoefitited  by  their  faU?  Did  the 
haded  proprietor  receive  his  rents  ? 
Could  the  farmer  cultivate  his  tenancy, 
and  exist  by  the  occupation  i  Did  the 
manufticturer  gain  relief  from  tbe  gooda 
uncalled  for,  and  rotting  in  his  warehouses .' 
▲ad*  above  all,  what  was  tbe  situation  of 
the  poor  ?.^With  no  natural  failure  in  the 
eountrvt  tbe  poor  were  every  where  «tarv« 
log.  There  was  an  universal  set-fa8t»-4o 
Ae  higher  orders  a  greater  embarrass^ 
Bientv  and  in  tbe  lower,  a  bbopo  intense 
miseryt  than  had  been  known  in  England 
fiar  centuriea*  New,  Sir*  our  exicbangea 
vere  $t  par»  we  had  suddenly  hien brought 
back  to  our  old  golden  prioes^  We  tried 
them;  but  we  could  not  live. 

It  baa  been  thrown  out*  that  the  monied 
iatciesta  were  warped  by  ihw  own  gaina 
to  advocate  the  contbuance  of  the  Bank 
aestrictran ;  but  I  beg  the  great  landed 
preyrictors  in  this  Hooae  to  revert  to  that 
csalamitoua  period,  and  they  will  aee  that 
the  only  class  who  remained  unii^ured* 
wwre  the  monied  capitalists. 

I  must  now  oome  beck  to  the  right 
ban.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
He  had  lost  the  property>tax.  It  was 
perfbctLy  obvious  in  the  then  state  of 
things,  that  tbe  taxes  on  articles  of  coo- 
Bom^tion  must  fiill  off  greatly.  New  im- 
posidons.  were  out  of  the  cjoestion;  and 
he  did,  perhaps,  the  only  thmg  he  could 
do.  He  did  not  circulate  fifty  millions  of 
the  old  debt;  but  he  made  the  capital  of 
the  new  debt-*-the  winding-up  of  the  war 
expenditure«-stand  for  money*  He  threw 
fifty  miUiona  of  exchequer  bills  on  the 
money  market  9  and  in  a  year,  in  which 
it  ia  clear  there  could  be  no  increaae  of 
real  riches-'^-on  the  contrary,  by  the  end 
of  perhaps  tbe  only  year,  in  which  the 
actual  coasumption  ef  the  country  had 
been  greater  than  ita  actusl  produce,  he 
had  auceeeded  in  making  money  a  drug 
••xand  money,  in  tbe  beginnisig  of  1816, 
not  having  been  to  be  borrowed  at  any  in*^ 
lerest*-^by  January  1817,  he  had  brought 
dawn  the  vale  of  lateiiaat  le  4  per  cent. 
Stocks  rose  m  price<^aU  tbinga  loaa  im 
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price.  But  in  what  were  they  measured  I 
Certainly  not  in  a  standard  altered  by  the 
Bank  issues,  for  they  had  kept  steady; 
or,  indeed,  were  rather  reduced— 4>ut  by 
the  undisguised  and  undisguisable  issue 
of  the  capital  of  the  debt. 

Sir,  from  that  time  the  industry  of  tbe 
country  has  gradually  been  bringing  it 
round  again.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer has  lately  been  funding  some  of 
his  exchequer  bills*  It  may  be  hoped 
that  he  may  not  see  it  necessary  to  keep 
up  this  forced  and  unnatural  state  of 
things,  but  allow  them  to  subside,  after 
these  violent  fluctuations,  into  thdir  £ur 
channels ;  for  then,  and  then  only,  shall 
we  be  aUe  to  ascertain  what  tbe  pound  of 
account  of  England  really  is,  as  measured 
a^^iost  gold.  But  do  what  you  will,  one 
thing  is  certam— Your  pound  of  account 
is  not  tbe  pound  of  i^ccount  of  the  days 
of  William  Sfd ;  and,  under  a  debt  of  840 
miilioost  you  can  no  more  force  back 
your  pfioea  to  the  prices  of  former  times, 
without  ruin  to  all  parties,  than  you  can 
ipake  tbe  shadow  go  back  upon  the  dial. 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  still  one 
more  reason  why  it  would  be  more  con* 
venient  to  susp^d  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie-payments for  another  year ;  namely, 
that  it  is  not  oi^ly  the  finances  of  this 
country  which  havebeen  in  a  state  of  great 
fluctuation  and  uncertainty  during  the 
war,  but  tbe  monetary  systems  of  almost 
all  the  countries  of  Europe;  and  until 
tliey,  as  well  as  we,  have  become  more 
settled  in  the  transactions  of  peace,  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  almost  impossible 
to  ascertain  and  adjust  our  standard. 

To  recapitulate.  It  shows  the  wonder- 
ful powers  of  this  country,  that,  under  a 
debt  so  enormous,  the  difference  is  not 
greater  than  it  is.  Yet  I  still  cannot  but 
conceive  it  to  be  demonstrable-^ 

First,  that  the  pound  of  account  of  1818 
is  not  the  golden  pound  of  1695;  and 
that  previously  to  the  Bank  of  England 
being  again  opened  for  tbe  payment  of 
specie,  after  a  cessation  of  so  many  jrears, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  re-ad  lust  the  coinage 
to  the  value  of  the  pound  contemplated 
in  the  mass  of  outstanding  contract. 

Secondly,  that  any  variation  in  the 
value  of  the  pound  01  account  from  the 
golden  pound  circulated  previously  to 
1797,  was  not  primarily  occasioned  by 
the  Bank's  or  banker's  issues :  but  by  tbe 
issues  and  debts  of  government;  and, 
censequanlly,  that,  supposing  neither  of 
the  latter  to  go  oa  iacreaaingy  there  ia  no 
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reason  to  presume  that  any  farther  depre*  | 
ciation  wiU  take  place,  by  postponing  the 
opening  of  the  Bank  for  specie  payments 
to  another  year. 

Thirdly,  and  lastly,  that  the  species  of 

Eaper  which  most  markedly  and  directly 
ears,  by  its  great  amount,  on  the  prices 
of  all  things,  is  the  issue  of  the  paper  of 
government,— which  represents  nothing, 
but  the  exigencies  and  deficiencies  of  the 
state,— 'Which  is  not  taken  up  in  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  year's  taxation, — but  which 
fklls  dead  on  the  market  ;««and  with  a 
Tiew  to  bring  the  price  of  gold  as  near  to 
the  level  of  the  pound  of  account  in  Eng^ 
land  as  may  be,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
abridge,  as  much  as  shall  be  possible,  the 
floating  debt. 

Sir,  I  have  to  apologise  to  the  House 
for  the  length  of  statement  into  which  I 
have  insensibly  been  drawn,  and  shall 
conclude  by  merely  repeating,  that  for 
the  reasons  I  have  before  adduced,  I  shall 
vote  for  retaining  the  preamble  .of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  against 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Bankes  was  persuaded  that  every 
time  the  restriction  was  renewed,  the  pro- 
bability of  its  being  eventually  taken  off 
was  diminished.  He  regretted  that  the 
motion  made  a  short  time  ago  for  an  in- 
quiry into  the  subject  had  not  been  ac- 
ceded to,  and  he  strongly  recommended 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  early  in  the  next  session,  to 

{propose  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
or  that  purpose.  He  did  not  believe  this 
country  would  be  better  able  to  resume 
cash-payments  next  July  than  at  present ; 
and  witn  regard  to  France,  as  connected 
with  this  interesting  point,  where  was  the 
evidence  that  her  financial  operations 
would  be  concluded  in  one  year?  He 
confessed  that  he  much  doubted  the  abi- 
lity of  France  to  raise  S2  millions  in 
one  year,  and,  if  so,  the  inability  of  that 
nation  would  certainly  be  adduced  as  one 
reason  for  deferring  for  another  year  a 
recurrence  to  specie  on  our  part.  As  to 
the  amendment  now  proposed  to  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill,  he  regarded  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  such  absolute  indiflerence,  that  if 
he  voted  for  it,  it  would  only  be  out  of 
compliment  to  his  hon.  firiend.  He  be- 
lieved the  real  troth  to  be,  that  the  Bank 
Were  not  serious  in  widiing  to  resume 
their  payments  in  cash,  and  he  declared 
ibis  from  no  fedhig  of  disrespect  to  the 
gentlemen  who  directed  its  affiuia,  for  in 
consuhiQg   their    own    lateFestSi    they 
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were  acting  Kke  aU  other  msn*  it 
was  impossible  for  parliament  to  Ak  opon 
this  or  that  Jnly  in  any  year,  far  le- 
gislating the  resumption  of  payments  in 
specie.  He  could  hardly  expect  to  wit- 
ness the  restriction  taken  on  daring  hia 
life.  He  must  confess,  that  he  viewed  the 
proceedings  of  the  Bank  with  considerate 
jealousy;  and  he  was  persuaded,  that 
events,  foreseen  or  unforeseen,  would, 
from  time  to  time,  happen,  which  would 
be  urffed  as  the  ground  for  contineing  the 
restriction. 

The  question  being  pat,  **  That  the 
words  of  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Committee,  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand 
part  of  the  question,*'  the  House  divided: 

Ayes    88 

Noes    «1 

Majority • -*6T 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  moved,  that  instead  of 
the  words  •<  5th  day  of  July,  1809,*'  theae 
words  be  inserted,  '<  six  weeks  afler  the 
meeting  of  the  next  session  of  parliament*** 

The  Spedcer  suggested,  that  the  best 
way  woiud  be,  to  propose  to  negative 
the  original  resolution,  and  afVer  it  lied 
been  negatived,  to  introduce  the  amend- 
ment in  its  plsce. 

The  Ckanedlor  of  ike  Exckeyver  Mi, 
it  roust  be  obviousi'  to  the  House  diat  ao 
important  a  measure  as  that  of  resuming 
cash  payments  could  not  be  allowed  to 
be  decided  at  so  early  a  perfod  as  six 
weeks  afler  Uie  opening  of  the  next  les- 
sion  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  he  should 
propose  the  25th  of  March  next  as  the 
proper  time  for  the  Bank  to  resume  cash 
payments.  If  the  right  hon.  the  chanoel* 
for  of  the  exchequer  was  in  earnest  with 
the  country,  he  would  not  object  to  this. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  intended  to 
cany  on  a  sort  of  jnggle  with  the  Bank^ 
he  should  only  observe,  that  the  riglit 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  deal  so  fairly  fmd 
so  manfully  as  an  hon.  member  under  the 
^lery  (Mr.  Gurney)  did,  when  he  said 
openly,  that  he  held  the  payment  of 
paper  in  specie  as  an  abominable  heresy 
[A  laugh].  He  would  move,  therefore^ 
to  leave  out  **  the  5th  day  of  Juty,"  m 
order  to  substitute  «<  the  25th  day  of 
March.** 

BIr.  /.  P.  Gnnif  said,he  abould  withdraw 
his  amendment  to  maike  room  fbr  that  of 
his  rij^t  hoD.  fnend,  iHiidi  aeemed  to 
give  such  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  C  Grani,  Jun.  thought  such  a  mea* 
iuie  not  calculatMl  to  leceife  the  support 
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of  the  Houve.  He  would  ask  the  right 
boo.  member  if  the  operation  of  the  fa- 
reign  loans  oa  this  market  could  be  ex- 
Sected  to  have  ceased  by  the  25th  of 
(arch  next?  If  such  was  not  the  case, 
then  the  amendment  was  a  bad  one. 

The  question  being  put,  *'  That  the 
words  of  the  Amendment  made  by  the 
Committee,  proposed  to  be  lefl  out,  stand 
part  thereof. '  the  House  divided : 

Ayes   88 

Noes    27 

Majority  for  the  5th  of  July*«.  —61 

List  of  the  Minority. 

Bablngtcn,  T.  Newport,  sir  J. 
Baukes,  H.              *      Onslow,  A. 

Baring,  sir  Tbos.  Parnell,  sir  H. 

Barnett,  James  Philiimore,  J. 

Boilond,  J.  Ridley,  sir  M.  W, 

Carter,  R.  Sharp,  Richard 

Folkestone  vise.  Smith,  R. 

Gaskell,  B.  Sni^th,  J.  H. 

Gordon,  R.  Smith,  Wm. 

Jervoise,  O.  P.  Tiemey,  right  hon.  G. 

I^mb,  hon.  W.  Warre,  J.  A. 

Lytteltou,  hon.  W.  Wynn,  C.  W. 
Lewis,  F.  TELLaas. 

Mackintosh,  sir  J.  Grant,  J.  P. 

Newman,  A.  Monck,  sir  C. 

Lottery.]  The  House  having  re- 
iolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer moved  a  Resolution  for  raising  the 
aum  of  250»000/.  by  way  of  Lottery. 

Mr.  Lytteltoa  expressed  himselr  hostile 
to  the  measure,  as  contrary  to  sound  po- 
licy and  good  morals.  He  admitted  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  state,  but  re- 
garded it  as  the  province  of  a  deliberative 
assembly  like  that,  to  overlook  miserable 
expedients,  and  decide  upon  broad  and 
liberal  principles.  If  the  principle  of 
raising  money  by  lottery  was  once  esta* 
blishea,  they  might,  upon  the  same  justi- 
fication, proceed  to  raise  a  revenue  from 
licensing  brothels  and  gaming-houses. 
The  system  of  lotteries  went  to  increase 
the  patronage  of  the  Crown,  to  train  up  a 
race  of  informers,  to  subvert  the  morals, 
impair  the  industry,  and,  in  its  remote  ef- 
fects, to  injure  the  revenue  of  the  state. 
Perhaps  those  who  were  so  earnest  in 
budding  the  new  churches  thought  by  so 
doing  to  atone  for  the  mischief  they  thus 
created.  But  it  was  utterly  inconsistent 
to  be  anxious  about  the  education  of  the 
people,  and  the  improvement  of  morality 
on  one  side,  if  all  that  was  done  was  de- 
feated by  the  lottery  on  the  other.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  be  raising 
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batteries  against  his  own  measoreo,  but  it 
would  be  more  candid  end  sipaple  to  aban- 
don them  at  once.  He  must  therefore 
oppose  the  resolution  unless  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  could  offer  something 
in  its  favour. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
consider  himself  called  upon  to  give  addi- 
tional reasons  in  favour  of  a  measure  in 
E reposing  which  he  had  only  followed  all 
is  predecessors.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
advanced  no  new  arguments,  and  as  tliere 
would  always  be  a  certain  quantity  of 
gambling,  lotteries  were  not,  he  con- 
ceived, more  mischievous  than  unautho- 
rized play. 

Sir  M,  W.  Ridley  thought  it  incon- 
sistent that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
should  encourage* saving  banks  with  one 
hand,  and  gambling  habits  with  the  other. 
For  himself,  he  could  not  give  his  consent 
to  a  resolution  so  fraught  witli  injurious 
consequences  to  society.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  used  one  argument,  in 
opposition  to  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend, 
that  ought  to  induce  the  House  to  sane* 
tion  the  Resolution. 

Sir  John  Newport  stated,  that  he  had  a 
kw  days  since  seen  in  a  Dublin  news- 
paper, that  one  of  the  sheriffs  for  that 
city,  a  lottery-office  keeper,  had  been  con- 
victed of  taking  illegal  lottery  insurances, 
and  that  six  actions  of  a  similar  kind  were 
still  pending  over  him.  He  understood 
that  this  man  had  been  convicted  of  a 
similar  offence  in  the  preceding  year,  but 
that  notwithstanding  this  he  had  been 
again  licensed.  He  hoped  the  right  hon* 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  would 
persist  in  putting  down  the  abominable 
system  of  illegal  msurances. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  had  he  heard  of  such  a  circumstance 
occurring  in  London,  he  should  not  have 
suffered  the  lottery-office  keeper  to  be 
again  licensed. 

Sir  «/•  Newport  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
chequer  for  Ireland  as  well  as  for  England. 

Mr.  WUberforu  observed,  that  there 
was  a  wide  distinction  between  individual 
acts  of  immorality,  and  those  which  were 
patronized  by  toe  govemmenL  If  the 
practice  of  raising  money  by  lottery  was 
once  allowed  to  l^  criminal,  it  coufd  not 
be  defended  upon  any  ground  that  would 
not  justify  other  crimes*  He  condemned 
the  system  of  lotteries  as  being  conducive 
to  crime,  and  compared  it  in  practice  ti> 
that  of  licensing  gambling  houses  in  Paris* 
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Her  hoped  to  tee  iHe  chanoeUor  of  the  ^x^ 
chequer  eonvineed  of  the  errors  of  his 
present  conduct,  and  put  an  end  to  a 
•ystem  which  tended  to  destroy  every 
good  principle,  every  industrious  habit, 
more  perhaps  than  any  other  circumstance 
whalever.  Jthad  been  truly  said,  that  a 
certain  sum  of  money  was  obtained  by  this 
system  in  support  of  the  revenue;  but 
who  could  count. the  mass  of  evil  therebfr 
produoedi  or  estimate. the  amount  of  mi'- 
aery  resulting  from  itf  He  trusted  he 
ahoukl  live  king  enough  to  see  the  system 
put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  B.  Hoaard  contended  that  the 
arstem  suspended  the  law  of  the  land. 
There  were  statutes  which  dechwed  all 
lotteries  public  nuisancesi  and  subversive 
of  the  common  good. 

Mr.  9V.  SmUh  allowed,  that  if  a  certain 
siun  of  money  was  to  be  squandered  in 
the  country  by  gambling,  he  should  prefix 
to  have  it  squandered  in  the  lottery, 
whereby  a  certain  revenue  would  be  pro- 
duced ;  but  he  denied  that  such  was  the 
case,  and  contended,  that  the  existence  c^ 
a  lottery  created  a  spirit  of  gambling, 
which  would  not  otherwise  be  found  m 
operation.  It  was  not  as  if  a  certain 
ouantitv  of  bad  blood  were  to  be  let  off 
mm  the  bodv  bv  one  meant  in  prefer* 
ence  to  another?  but  the  very  act  of 
Ueeding  created  the  bad  blood,  which, 
but  for  the  operation  would  not  exist. 
He  considered  the  encouragement  of 
aaving-banks  with  one  hand,  v^iie  on  the 
other,  the  lottery-office  keepers  were  per* 
mitted,  by  every  scheme  and  mode  of  de- 
oeit,  to  induce  the  people  to  throw  away 
dieir  little  savings  m  the  lottery,  was  a 
aolecism  in  legislature.  It  was  urging  the 
honest  man  to  spend  his  little  savings  in 
nsiachievous  ana  ruinous  adventure ;  and 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  this  was 
wged  by  ,every  species  of  mounte* 
banknr,  or  mountebankism,  if  he  might 
use  the  word,  that  a  vicious  ingenuity 
could  devise. 

Mr.  LgfUeiion  begged  leave  to  add  to 
what  had  already  been  urged  on  the 
Bub|ect,  that  no  country  in  the  world  was 
leas  actuated  by  a  gamblmg  spirit  than 
Bngland;  but  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  lottery,  persons  of  every  class 
were  induced  to  hasard  their  nooney,  and 
even  where  iodividuah.  were  not  aUe  to 
pvobase  sixteenths,  little  soctedea  had 
been  formed  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
to  share  the  expenses. 
The  Committee  divided  : 
(VOL.  XXXVUI.) 
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For  the  Resolodon «... 7S 

Against  it    S3 

Majority — »4& 
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LiBBL  Law.]  .  Lord  Enkine  pre^ 
sented  a  Bill  for  preventing  Arrrests  by 
Justices  of  Peace  on  the  charge  of  Libd 
before  Indictment  has  been  found.  Hia 
lordship  adverted  to  what  he  had  said  on 
a  former  oocasion,  intimathig  his  intent 
tion  of  brining  m  a  measure  of  this  nap 
tore.  He  did  not  mean  now  to  discuss  it; 
he  should  merely  move  the  first  readings 
and  that  the  Bill  be  printed,  intending  to 
move  the  second  reading,  on  Tuesdaj 
next. 

The  Lord  Chancdkr  declined  entern^^ 
into  any  consideration  of  the  bill  now,  but 
merely  wii^ied  to  observe,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  aa  to  the  law  upon  the  subject. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

SxoxKCT  Act  Amskoment  Bill.} 
The  Lord  Chancellor  presented  a  bill  A>r 
varying  and  amending  certain  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Regency  act.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  observeil,  that  by  that  act,  a 
council  was  appointed  to  assist  her  majeity 
in  the  execution  of  the  high  trust  refx>sed 
in  her  with  regard  to  the  care  of  the  king*i 
person,  some  of  whom  were  in  the  absence 
of  her  majesty  to  reside  at  Windsor. 
Several  of  the  members  of  the  qoeen'a 
council  having  official  duties  to  execute^ 
it  was  impossSile  for  them  to  reside  at 
Windsor,  and  it  beiog  thought  advisable 
that  her  majesty,  in  the  present  slate  off 
her  health,  should  continue  in  town,  it 
became  necessary  to  make  provision  for* 
the  appointment  of  additional  members  of 
her  majesty's  council.  It  was  proposed, 
tlierefore,  to  vest  in  the  queen  the  power 
of  appointing  such  additional  members, 
not  exceeding  a  number  to  be  fixed  by 
the  bill.  It  was  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose to  have  the  sanction  of  parliament ; 
the  members  of  ^e  queen's  council  acting 
under  the  obligation  and  responsibility  of 
an  oath,  directed  to  be  administered  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Regency  act.  The 
second  object  of  the  bill  referred  to  the 
posrible  case  of  a  cessation  on  the  part  of 
the  queen  to  have  the  care  of  the  king'a 
person.  According  to  the  Regency  act, 
should  this  cessation  occur,  the  parlia- 
ment must  meet  forthwith;  and  m  the' 
event  of  the  parltMae^k  havoig   beea 

(3E)  '^ 


787]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


Regency  Ad  Amendment  BiO» 


vres 


dinolTed»  and  the  new  parliament  not 
having  met«  then  the  old  parliament 
mutt  asaemble  forthwith.  He  wag  not 
aware  of  any  reason  for  the  introduction 
of  this  clause  into  the  act ;  and  he  rather 
thought  that  it  must  ha?e  originated  in 
mistake.  There  was  no  reason  why  the 
cessation  on  the  part  of  the  queen  to  have 
the  care  of  the  king's  sacred  person  should 
render  imperative  the  meetmg  of  parlia- 
ment forthwith,  there  being  a  clause  in 
the  act,  thati  in  case  t>f  the  occurrence  of 
•such  an  event,  the  care  of  his  majesty's 
f>erson  should  be  vested  in  the  queen's 
.council,  until  farther  provision  should  be 
jnade  b^  parliament ;  and  there  bein^  a 
power  m  the  Crown,  under  the  existmg 
iaw»  to  summpn  parliament  to  meet  in  four* 
teen  days.  Under  these  circumstances, 
probably,  their  lordships  would  have  no 
objection  to  a  provision,  which  substituted 
lor  a  forthwith  meeting,  a  meeting  at  four- 
teen, days'  notice,  in  case  of  the  event 
occurring  .to  whidi  he  had  alluded.  He 
intended  to  move  that  the  bill  be  printed, 
and  that  it  should  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Thursday. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  ob* 
ject  to  the  first  reading  of  the  bill ;  but  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  did 
pet  thereby  pledge  himself  to  approve  of 
k  in  a  subsequent  stage.  On  the  con- 
trary, some  points  connected  with  the 
aubject  presented  themselves  to  his  mind, 
either  as  formmg  grounds  of  ol^ection,  or 
as  requiring  explanation.  With  regard  to 
the  first  object  of  the  bill,  he  did  not  see 
nay  objection  to  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional members  of  the  queen's  council, 
particularly  under  the  circumstances  of 
aer  majesty's  continued  residence  in 
town»  He  could  not  avoid,  however,  no- 
ticing, that  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
bad  proposed,  that  the  appointment  of 
these  additional  members  of  her  majesty's 
council  should  be  vested  in  the  queen. 
By  the  Regency  act,  the  members  of  the 
queen's  council  were  nominated  by  parlia* 
ment ;  and  no  reason  had  been  stated  why 
this  course  of  appointment  should  be  de- 
parted from.  In  the  second  object  of  the 
inll,  he  could  not  by  any  means  agree,  to 
the  extent  that  he  was  dispoied  to  concur 
in  the  first  part  of  it.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  had  not  stated  to  the  House 
any  reason,  or  intimated  the  existence  of 
any  necessity,  that  required  the  provision 
BOW  proposed  to  be  enacted.  If  they 
were  to  make  provision  with  a  view  to  the 
oe«s»ti0B  of  the  queen's  authority  r^ard- 


ing  the  care  of  the  king^a  person,  why 
should  they  not  take  into  consideration 
the  possibiiitjr  of  the  suspension  of  the 
royal  authority  in  the  person  of  the 
Prince  Recent.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  said,  that  the  clause  in  the  Re- 
gency act,  respecting  the  forthwith  meet* 
mg  of  parliament  in  the  event  of  the  de* 
cease  of  the  queen,  had  been  inserted  by 
mistake  or  inadvertence.  But  this  sorely 
could  not  be  the  case,  when  it  was  recol- 
lected that  the  same  provision  was  made 
with  refisrence  to  the  event  of  the  demise 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  that  on  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Regency  act,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  provision  for  the  exercise 
of  the  royal  authority,  in  the  event  of  the 
demise  of  the  Prince  Regent,  which  pro* 
position  was  negatived.  The  subjectp 
therefore,  must  have  been  under  discus- 
sion. But  if  they  were  now  to  be  called 
upon  to  take  into  consideration  the  making 

Srovision  for  the  possible  event  of  the 
emise  of  the  queen,  there  were  other 
parts  of  the  Regency  act  also  which  re^ 
quired  revision,  and  the  whole  question 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  subjected  to 
investigation.  The  Windsor  establish- 
ment, for  instance,  required  a  grave  and 
serious  consideration,  particularly  with 
reference  to  the  long  continuance  of  the 
king's  unhappy  malady,  and  the  pressure 
upon  all  descriptions  of  persons,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  arising  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  from  the  heavy  burthens 
imposed  upon  the  people.  Were  such  an 
e8Ud>lishment  necessary  for  the  security 
or  comfort  of  a  beloved  monarch,  he  was 
satisfied  that  no  loyal  subject  would  ob- 
ject to  it ;  but  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  expense  of  the  Windsor  establishment 
was  necessary  neither  to  the  securi^ 
or  co*tifort  of  the  kin^,  it  was  then  surely 
incumbent  upon  pariiament  to  take  tfaie 
subject  into  their  serioua  consideration* 
with  the  view  of  relieving  the  people  from 
the  pressure  of  all  that  part  of  it  which 
had  now  become  unnecessary.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  discover  upon  what  ground 
a  provision  of  the  descnption  of  the  se- 
cond object  referred  to  oythis  bill  was 
now  to  be  brought  forward,  which  did  not 
more  strongly  apply  to  a  general  revision 
of  the  Regency  act.  Why  was  a  new 
provision  with  regard  to  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  the  event  of  the  demise  of 
the  queen,  whilst  none  was  propaoed  ta 
apply  to  the  posiible  demise  of  the  Prinee 
iiegent,  to  be  brought  forward  at  thia 
particuhur  moment  ?    No  reason  bad  been 
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Mtigiied  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord, 
nor  bad  any  neoessity  been  shown.    Se- 
veral yean  bad  elapsed  aince  the  passing 
of  the  Regency  act,  during  the  whole 
of  which  periodt  according  to  any  thinir 
that  appeared,  the  same  cause  existed 
for  making  a  new  proyision  to  the  effect 
now  stated,  and  yet  nothing  of  the  kind 
bad  been  attempted.    What  was,  then, 
the  object  at  the  present  moment  i    Was 
it  with  a  view  to  a  dissolution  of  pariia- 
nent?    For  this  there  appeared  no  more 
necessity  than  upon  any  former  occasion  ; 
the  parfiament  bad  yet  to  come  a  year 
of  legal  eajstence*  sind  no  inconyenience 
whateyer  bad  been  stated  as  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  e&ct  of  the  proyision  in  the 
Regency  act,  as  applying  to  the  possible 
eyent  of  the  demise  of  the  queen.    Why 
should  a  new  proyision  of  this  nature  be 
made  with  a  yiew  to  the  possibility  of  such 
an  eyent,  whilst  the  enactment  of  the  Re* 
gency  act  remained  unaltered  with  regard 
to  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
which  case  the  parliament  was  to  meet 
forthwith  i    If  such  a  proyision  were  ne- 
cessary, it  mi^t  as  well  haye  been  intro- 
duced a  year  after  the  Regency  act  had 
passed.    Several  years  had  since  elapsed 
without  any  alteration  being  thought  re- 
quittte,  aod  why  this  bill  should  now  be 
brought  forward,  remained  to  be  explained. 
Why  not  leaye  the  whole  question  to  be 
discussed  by  the  new  parUament ;  for  no 
inconyenience    had  been   stated    which 
might  not  with  equal  facility  be  remedied 
in  a  new  psriiamenty  as  at  the  present  mo- 
ment?   This  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
the  proper  course  to  pursue,  instead  of 
bringing  forward  the  present  measure  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  when  it  was 
impossible  to  go  into  the  question  with 
the  deliberatioii  its  importance  required. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  certainly 
felt  inclined  to  oppose  the  second  object 
of  tlie  bill,  on  the  grounds  that  no  oecea* 
sity  for  such  a  provision  had  been  sUted, 
and  that  the  whole  question  regarding  the 
BMrency  act  ought  to  undergo  reyision. 
The  Carl  of  Lioerpool  obsenred,  that 
k  was  a  matter  of  courtesy,  according  to 
the  Mend  usage  of  the  boose,  to  allow 
SI  biQ,  unless  there  was  something  yery 
•utrageoos  in  it  to  be  read  a  first  time 
without  opposition;  and  therefore  he  did 
■ot  see  the  necessity  of  entering  inio  the 
discussion  of  this  measure  at  the  preaent 
moment.    He  could  not,  boweyer,  auftr 
aome  remarks  of  the  noble  earl  to  pau 
without  obaanratioD.    With  legardio Ibe 


power  proposed  to  be  yested  in  the  queen,  • 
of  appointing  additional  members  of  her  • 
majesty's  council,  he  asreed  that  it  was 
very  proper  there  should  be  a  jealousy  on 
this  head,  on  the  part  of  parliament*    But 
when  it  was  said  that  the  members  of  the 
queen's  council  were  originally  nominated 
by  parliament,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  they  were  not  appointed  in  their  offi- 
cial capacities^the  lord  chancellor,  for 
instance,  as  lord  chancelior,  or  the  master 
of  the  rolls  as  master  of  the  rolls;  but' 
that  they  were  appointed  by  name.    And 
with  r^ard  to  the  power  of  the  queen  to 
nominate,  an  authority  was  vested  in  ber 
majesty,  by  the  Regency  act,  to  appoint, 
in  the  case  of  any  vacancy  in  her  majesty's 
oouncil,some  person  to  fill  up  that  vacancy, 
and  this  power  bad  actuslly  been  exer- 
cised, in  a  late  instance.    No  new  power 
was,  therefore^  in  point  of  fact,  proposed 
to  be  yested  in  the  queen,  except  as  to  an 
additional   number  of  members   of  the 
council,  rendered  necessary  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  her  majesty's  residence  in  town*. 
To  this,  however,  the  noble  earl  did  not 
so  much  object,  as  to  the  second  object 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend's  Dill.i 
Upon  this  point,  however,  the  noble  earFa^ 
argument  was  foimded  upon  an  erroneoua 
view  of  the  bearing  of  tne  question— the 
provision  with  regard  to  the  meeting  of 
parliament  in  the  event  of  the  demise  o£ 
the  queen,  and  that  in  the  case  of  the 
demise  of  the  Prince  Regent,  standiM 
altogether  upon  diffiBrent  grounds.     U 
should  be  recollected,  that  the  case  of  the 
Prince  Regent  was  precisely  the  same  aa 
that  of  the  kin^,  with  regard  to  ihetoK^ 
ecutive  authonty ;  and  Uiat,  as  in  "tba* 
case  of  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  the  ^, 
parliament  roust  meet  forthwith,  ao  k»V 
was  provided  in  the  case  of  the  demise  oC : 
the  Prince  Regent.    The  esse,  however;  '• 
was  di&rent  with  iregard  to  the  queen, 
there  appearing  no  necessity  whatever  for 
a  similar  forUiwith  meeting  of  parliament 
in  the  eyent  of  her  majesty's  demise*  and 
particularly  as  in  the  very  next  clause  of 
the  Regency  act  it  was  provided,  that  ia 
that  event,  the  care  of  toe  king  should  be 
yested  in  ber  majesty's  counol  until  the 
meeting  of  parliament.    Upon  this  ground 
it  was  that  hia  noble  and  learned  firiend 
pftqioaed  the  provision  that  bad  beea 
opened  to  the  House,  and  it  appeared 
ooviously  proper  that  aome  such  enact* 
ment  ahonld  be  made,  there  being  no  ne* 
cessity  for  a  forlliwitb  meeting  of  parlia^ 
mcQl|  IB  the  emit  of  the  demise  of  the 
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qoeen.  He  was  aware  ibat  at  the  time ' 
<if  the  Regency  act  a  propoeition  was 
made  in  another  place  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  exercise  ot  the  executive 
authority,  in  the  event  of  the  demise 
of  the  Prince  Regent;  and  had  it 
been  made  in  any  pkice  where  he  had 
had  an  opportonitv  of  speaking  upon  it, 
he  should  certainly  have  opposed  it  as 
4iltogether  unnecessarv.  Provision  was 
laade^  in  the  event  of  the  suspension  of 
tile  executive  anthority,  for  the  immediate 
meeting  of  parliament,  and  this  he  thought 
sufficient  for  the  exigency  of  the  case* 
With  respect  to  the  demise  of  the  oueen, 
the  exigency  stood  upon  a  different 
ground ;  and  he  could  see  no  necessity  in 
that  case  for  the  forthwith  meeting  of  par- 
liament, as  prescribed  by  the  Regency 
act,  when  every  requisite  purpose  might 
be  answered  by  the  summoning  parliament 
in  fourteen  days. 

£arl  Gre^  observed,  that  the  noble  earl 
had  misunderstood  him  in  imagining  that 
he  had  wished  to  oppose  the  first  reading 
of  the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  de- 
clared he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  first 
reading,  but  reserved  himself  for  a  future 
stage  with  regard  to  those  objections 
which  struck  his  mind  at  the  moment, 
it  might  happen,  that,  upon  consideration, 
be  should  see  reason  to  withdraw  his  op- 
position, and  therefore  he  wished  to  leave 
himself  open  with  regard  to  the  question 
idtogether.  At  the  present  moment  he 
Certainly  saw  objections  to  a  part  of  the 
proposed  measure,  and  he  could  not  but 
observe,  that  the  noble  earl  had  errone- 
ously argued  upon  the  cases  of  the  pos- 
aible  demise  of  the  queen  and  of  the 
Prince  Regent.  Tlie  noble  earl  had 
argued,  that  the  demise  of  the  Prince 
Regent  would  be  similar  to  the  demise  of 
the  Crown,  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  the  meeting  of  parliament;  but  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  in  the  case  of 
the  decease  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  as 
the  king,  in  constitutionallangoage,  never 
dies,  all  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of 
!die  Crown  immediately  vested  in  his  suc- 
cessor. How  would  it  be,  however,  in 
the  event  of  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent^ There  must.  In  that  case,  bean 
entire  suspension  of  the  executive  autho- 
Mty,  and  this  bore  directly  upon  the  argu- 
ment for  providing  before4iand  for  the 
exercise  in  that  case  of  the  executive  au- 
thority. The  argument,  therefore,  of  the 
noble  earl  as  applied  to  the  demise  of  the 
Pcioce  Regent,  did  not  apply  in  the  aense 
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given  to  it  by  the  noble  earl  as  a^imilated 
to  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  from  which 
it  waa  totally  distinct,  or  as  compared 
with  the  demise  of  the  queen,  in  which 
ease  all  her  mi^esty's  powers  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  care  of  the  -  king's  person, 
vested  in  her  majesty's  council,  whilst  in 
the  case  of  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, the  executive  authority  of  the  couii* 
try  would  be  wholly  in  abeyance.  This, 
therefore,  was  an  argument  for  a  revision 
of  the  whole  Regency  act,  as  he  had 
dready  stated,  and  his  argument  as  to  the 
absence  of  any  necessity  for  the  present 
measure  still  remained  unaltered ;  for  the 
noble  earl  opposite  had  not  said  one  word 
to  show  that  there  was  any  necessity 
whatever  for  the  enactment  o^  this  mea- 
sure at  the  present  moment. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  said,  that  on  the 
question  of  the  second  reading,  he  pro- 
posed to  enter  at  large  into  the  conside- 
ration of  the  measure  he  had  now  pro- 
posed. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Cotton  Factorixs  Bill.]  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
this  bill.  In  the  committee,  Messrs. 
Warren,  Scarlett,  Harrison,  and  Evans, 
were  introduced  to  the  bar,  as  counsel 
for  the  petitioners  against  the  bilL  Mr. 
Warren  having  spoken  against  the  bill, 

Lord  Kenyan  made  a  few  observations 
on  the  learned  counsel's  argument^  con- 
trasting it  with  what  had  appeared  in  the 
report  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  concluded  by  declaring  his  opinion, 
that  counsel  or  evidence  should  be  no 
farther  heard. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  spoke  strongly 
in  support  of  the  motion  for  counsel  being 
heard  and  witnesses  examined.  He 
charged  lord  Kenyon  with  a  determina- 
tion to  refuse  all  evidence  that  was  not 
favourable  to  the  bill,  and  read  a  letter, 
in  which  the  noble  lord  had  declared  he 
should  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take 
the  sense  of  their  lordships  as  to  receiving 
fresh  evidence  at  their  bar.  The  noble 
earl  then  remarked,  that  the  bill  tended 
to  affect  the  interests  of  the  priaclpai 
manufacture  in  the  country,  from  which 
one  million  was  derived  to  the  revenue^ 
and  whidi  employed  a  greater  quantity 
tf  shipping  in  the  importation  of  raw 
materials  than  any  other  he  could  name^ 
It  was  really  strange  that  any  noble  lord 
should  determme  against  bearing  mri- 
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dence  upon  a  ctse  of  which  he  codd  have 
reaUj  known  nothing.  Thii  country  was 
in  an  artificial  state*  and  it  was  highly  dan- 
gerous lor  parliament  to  in^rtere  with 
the  property  and  trade  of  individuals.  At 
least,  nothing  should  be  done  rashly,  and 
he  had  litile  doubt,  if  evidence  was  neard, 
that  many  of  the  principal  points  upon 
which  the  friends  to  the  bill  rested,  would 
be  wholly  contradicted.  The  alle^ti<Ai 
would  be  disproved,  that  the  children 
were  employed  so  many  hours  as  to  en- 
danger their  health ;  and  medical  men  of 
high  professional  character  would  testffy 
that  the  employment  of  children  in  the 
cotton  factories,  so  far  from  checking 
their  growth,  actually  tended  to  promote 
it*  This  he  would  prove  by  referring  to 
the  appearance  of  the  Lanarkshire  militia, 
and  nie  militias  of  Lancashire  and  Che- 
shire, which  their  lordships,  by  referring 
to  the  war-office,  would  find  were  the 
tallest  reg^jroents  in  the  service,  and  yet 
these  regiments  were  formed  altogether 
from  cotton  spinners  [Hear,  hear !]. 

Earl  Manvers  was  in  favour  of  hearing 
both  counsel  and  evidence  in  support  of 
tfaejpetitioners  against  the  bill. 

Tne  Bishop  of  Chester  said,  that  he 
begged  so  fiir  to  intrude  on  their  lordships 
attention  as  to  observe,  that  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  present  bill  was  deserving 
of  some  weight.  The  petitions  in  fiivour 
of  it,  their  lordships  would  see,  bore  in 
some  instances  the  sig^stures  of  clergymen 
and  medical  men.  Of  the  clergy,  he 
trusted  he  might  presume  to  believe,  that 
so  conscientious  an  order  of  society,  would 
not  subjoin  their  names  and  authority  to 
any  statements  which  were  actually  false. 
He  would  go  farther  as  to  medical  men, 
who,  from  Uie  character  they  had  at  stake, 
from  residing  in  the  very  parts  whence  the 
petitions  had  come,  and  from  the  ample 
means  they  possessed  of  ascertaining  the 
public  healtti,  must  be  presumed  to  be 
well-informed  on  the  topics  of  the  peti- 
tions, and  could  have  no  motive  to  misre- 
present the  truth.  Not  that,  while  he 
aaid  this,  it  was  his  intention  to  impute 
blame,  much  less  inhumanity,  to  tnose 
persons  by  whom  the  children  in  such 
Ikctories  were  employed.  He  knew  many 
of  the  proprietors  to  be  persons  of  the 
greatest  humanity.  The  evil  had  its 
orif^in  iA  the  system  he  coinplttned  of, 
which  governed  the  number  or  hours  the 
ddldren  were  remdred  to  work.  Besides, 
could  their  lordships  be  mdiilerent  to  the 
cncuottta&cei  that  some  of  the  petilioDers 


in  favour  of  the  bill  were  the  parents  of 
the  children  i  These  indivlduos  had  sub-* 
scribed  to  those  petitions  from  the  know- 
ledge that  the  employment  was  injurious 
to  their  children's  health.  He  was  asto- 
nished to  hear  the  epithet  of  *<  free-trade*' 
applied  by  a  noble  eari,  to  manufiictures 
of  such  a  kind.  Surely  that  noble  lord 
never  could  mean  to  assert  that  the  chil- 
dren so  tasked  were  free  agents  I  Theif 
lordships  could  never  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve tnat  children  would  labour  so  many 
hours  every  day,  if  they  had  any  choice 
of  their  own.    rarliament  was  the  natural 

Suardian  of  the  unprotected.  He  felt  H 
ue  to  the  situation  he  held,  to  his  ac* 
ouaintance  with  the  situation  of  the  chil* 
oren  employed  in  factories  of  the  kind 
throughout  his  diocese,  to  state  these  sen- 
timents to  their  lordships,  and  to  call  upon 
them  to  assert  the  cause  of  defenceless 
and  sufiering  youth,  more  especially  since; 
by  doing  so,  their  lordships  would  support 
the  interests  of  society  at  large. 

The  Lord  ChancMur  said,  that  no  ana* 
logy  could  be  required  by  their  lordshipi 
for  those  opinions  with  which  the  rignt 
rev.  prelate  had  honoured  them,  to  wbrai 
the  excellence  "of  his  own  character  gave 
so  much  authority,  and  which  his. situation 
so  well  justified.  He  hoped  that  some^ 
thing  of  the  same  indulgence  would  be 
extended  to  himself,  when  he  assured  thefr 
lordships,  that  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty 
induced  him  to  of&r  a  few  remarks.  He 
hoped  no  noble  lord  would  suspect  him  of 
hard-heartedness,  if  he  confessed  that  he 
happened  to  be  one  of  those  who  really 
thought  that  philanthropy  had  not  taken 
its  right  course  in  modem  times.  Inter- 
ests of  a  varied  and  conflicting  kind  were 
often  to  be  consulted,  and  ought  to  be 
well  balanced,  before  a  man  of  discretion 
and  honesty  could  pronounce  a  fair  deci- 
sion. In  the  present  case,  the  common 
law  already  made  it  an  oflence  in  roasters^ 
to  overwork  the  children  who  are  employe 
ed,  and  in  parents  to  connive  at  it;  and 
he  apprehended  that  so  far  the  legislature 
had  the  authority  of  common  law  fof 
interfering  in  the  present  case.  But,  slil)» 
he  certainly  thought  it  rather  hard  v\ 
noble  lords  to  conclude  in  favour  of  the 
bfll,  and  yet  refuse  to  hear  what  those 
who  opposed  it  offered  to  advance  on  their 
side.  The  question  in  tfie  first  instance 
was,  whether  die  diildren  in  cotton  fac- 
tories were  overworked  at  allP  And  in 
deciding  this,  although  he  wished  to  speak 
wiUi  dmreuce  of  the  evidence  then  on 
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the  table,  he  must  confess  that  he  never 
yet  saw  evidence  so  collected  on  which  he 
ahould  have  considered  it  safe  to  legislate. 
The  true  question  then  was.  whe&er,  in 
such  a  situation,  their  lordships  would 
forego  the  information  now  offered  to 
themi  or»  in  other  words,  if»  having  no  in* 
formation  that  was  aatisfactorj,  they  would 
refuse  to  have  fresh  evidence,  and  upon 

Mth? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  would  admit,  that 
the  evidence  then  before  their  lordiships 
was  contradictory,  but  he  contended,  that 
where  opinion  was  mixed  up  with  matter 
of  Act,  as  latterly  in  the  case  of  the  climb- 
ing boys,  it  was  always  so.  If  their  lord* 
diips  went  into  the  inquiry,  as  they  were 
pressed  to  do  by  the  counsel  at  their  bar, 
thev  would  have  to  encounter  an  exami- 
nation as  long  and  jss  minute  as  that  al- 
ready gone  through,  to  the  manifest  loss 
of  time  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  session, 
and  without  much  benefit  to  either  side. 
Whatever  might  be  produced  by  the 
counsel  at  the  bar,  this  he  should  be  pre- 
pared still  to  maintain,  that  if  the  maxi- 
aum  of  children's  work  in  the  fiu;to« 
ries  in  question  was  seventy-two  hours  a 
week,  and  this  was  admitted  bv  the  coun- 
ael  at  Uie  bar,  then,  in  spite  or  all  the  tes- 
timony that  might  be  brought,  he  would 
assert,  that  it  was  morally  impossible  such 
labour  should  not  have  those  injurious  ef- 
fects which  called  for  the  interference  of 
the  legislature.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  himself  said,  that  the  bill,  whe- 
ther right  or  wrong  as  to  circumstances, 
did  noUiing  more  than  carry  into  effect  a 
principle  of  the  common  law,  and  upon 
this  admission  of  that  noble  and  learned 
lord,  he  claimed  their  support  of  the  bill. 
It  was  evidently  not  fitting  that  children 
ahould  be  worked  to  the  extent  which 
oven  the  enemies  of  the  present  bill  ac- 
knowledged them  to  be. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  if  la- 
bour were  regulated  at  all,  reference 
should  be  had  to  the  personal  strength  of 
each  individual,  and  no  general  rule  could 
be  relied  on.  The  employer  was  the  per- 
son most  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
difierent  degrees  of  strength  possessed  by 
bis  workmen,  and  most  likely  to  avoid 
overrating  them,  with  a  view  to  his  own 
advantage.  The  inconsistency  of  the  evi- 
dence already  produced  showed  the  ne- 
cessity of  hearing  the  petitioners. 

Th?  Marquis  ofLantdomne  agreed  that 
a  great  evil  did  exist  in  the  excessive  la* 
hour  of  the  children,  and  tiuit  it  would  be 


proper  to  introduce  some  meilsure  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  was  the  more  convinced 
that  the  petitioner's  counsel  and  evidence 
ought  to  be  heard,  and  that  the  House 
should  not  legislate  in  the  dark.  He  did 
not,  however,  feel  any  apprehension  on 
the  ground  of  the  mischief  which  it  was 
alleeed  the  measure  would  produce  to 
tra&,  though  it  might  alter  the  course  of 
the  manufacture ;  and  this  rendered  it  the ' 
more  necessary  to  hear  evidence  on  the 
sutnect. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried.  It 
was  then  agreed  that  counsel  should  be 
farther  heard  in  a  committee  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesdaif,  May  19. 

Bank  Rxstbictiov  Continuamcs 
Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Finlay  said,  that  afler  what  had 
fallen  from  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Gumqr) 
last  night,  he  could  not  suffer  this  bill  to 
pass  without  taking  some  notice  of  the 
unfortunate  prejudice  to  which  that  hon. 
member  had  lent  his  sanction,  namely, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  place  our  cur- 
rency on  its  former  footing.  He  waa' 
afraid,  however,  from  what  he  saw,  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  government 
ever  to  place  it  on  that  footing.  FVom  Uiia 
course  nothing  but  the  most  serious  mHa 
were  to  be  apprehended.  Without  a  roe* 
tallic  currency,  nothing  could  happen  to 
this  country  but  what  had  happened  to  all 
other  countries  in  a  similar  situation.  Ho 
was  aware,  that  there  were  some  favour* 
able  circumstances  in  this  country,  which 
existed  in  no  other— the  publicity  of  the 
amount  of  the  Bank  of  England  notes  lA 
circulation,  and  the  influence  of  public 
opinion  as  a  corrective  of  abuse*  But  if 
once  the  opinion  got  footinff,  that  our  cir* 
culation  must  depend  on  the  amount  of 
our  taxation,  which  was  boldly  advanced 
by  the  hon.  member  last  nieht,  we  could 
expect  nothing  but  what  had  happened  ia 
every  other  country  where  such  an  opi- 
nion had  been  acted  on«  Let  us  look  at 
what  happened  to  France  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war — America  during  the  Ameri- 
can war — and  what  was  now  exemplified  ia 
Russia.  It  was  known  that  Russia  issued 
paper  money  according  to  its  own  wants; 
and  the  effects  of  this  system  were  also 
well  known.  Unless  we  established  the 
control  of  a  metallic  currency,  we  should 
be  in  precisely  the  same  situation  as  Rua« 


797] 


Bank  Restriction  Continuance  BilL 


Mat  19.  181& 


L798 


Unlets  the  House  should  resolve  to 
oootinue  no  longer  this  unwholesome  state 
of  things,  and  should  make  up  their  minds 
at  once  to  the  inconvenience  of  a  return 
to  cash*payments,  they  would  never  ^t 
rid  of  the  evil.  It  was  absurd  to  thmk 
that  the  Bank  would  next  year,  or  in  any 
future  year,  be  more  able  or  more  willing 
to  return  to  cash-payments.  He  was  the 
last  man  to  say»  that  a  return  to  cash- 
payments  would  not  be  attended  with  in- 
convenience :  he  would  say»  on  the  con- 
trary»  that  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  and  inconvenience; 
but  he  would  say  also,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  suffer  this  pressure  and  inconve- 
nience now,  than  to  go  on  in  our  present 
system  from  year  to  year,  till  we  arrived 
at  a  state  when  everv  person  in  the  country 
would  be  afraid  to  look  our  affairs  in  the 
ftce.  On  the  principle  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemsn,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  we 
should  go  on  till  we  came  to  this  state  of 
things,  but  he  did  not  see  that  we  were 
jret  come  to  that  pass  that  to  return  was 
impossible.  He  would  appeal  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House— let  toem  reflect  that 
BOW  or  never  they  could  return  to  a  whole- 
some currency.  If  they  went  on  longer 
«pon  this  system,  no  man  in. the  country 
would  be  able  to  look  our  affiiirs  in  the 
ftce.  He  was  confident  that  as  the  incon- 
venience must  be  met  some  day,  the 
earlier  they  met  it  the  better.  They  must 
meet  the  evil,  and  they  ought  to  meet  it 
io  a  manly  and  fair  manner  at  once,  and 
■ot  allow  themselves  to  be  abused  longer 
with  the  farce  which  had  been  |iJayed  off 
upon  them. 

Mr.  Hammerdey  knew  of  no  opinion 
having  ever  been  delivered  in  that  House, 
but  that  we  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
return  to  a  state  of  things  in  which  paper 
should  be  convertible  into  gold.  Tbe  Bank 
directors  had  pledged  themselves  to  take 
■neasures  for  a  return  to  cash-payments ; 
and  treasure,  with  that  view,  had  been 
purchased  by  them.  It  was  hu  firm  be- 
lief, that  at  all  times  the  Bank  of  England 
bad  been  anxious  to  return  to  caili-pav- 
nents.  At  this  time  agents  from  all  tne 
forei^  houses  were  b  this  metropolis; 
and,  tf  the  restriction  was  not  in  operation, 
a  great  part  of  tbe  loans  to  foreign  powers 
would  be  made  by  means  of  our  coin. 

Mr.  Tiemejff  seeing  an  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  his  place,  hoped,  in  the 
abaenoe  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, he  would  be  able  to  inform  him, 
whether  any  ,and  what  steps  were  taken 


for  paying  the  nine  millions  due  by  the 
public  to  the  Bank  of  England.  In  an 
earlv  part  of  the  session,  provision  was 
made  tor  six  millions  of  that  sum;  but, 
with  respect  to  the  remaining  three  miU 
lions,  he  did  not  know  of  any  prorisioa 
for  it.  If  this  debt  was  paid  to  the  Bank, 
that  body  would  no  longer  have  any  justi* 
fiabie  cause  for  keeping  up  the  issues  to 
their  present  amount.  If  they  were  paid 
back  these  nine  millions,  they  would  stand 
in  the  face  of  the  country  with  the  most 
serious  responsibility  on  them  that  ever 
men  had.  The  excess  would  then  be  the 
act  of  the  Bank,  and  not  that  of  govern* 
ment.  If  the  Bank  should  be  paid,  a  re- 
duction of  their  notes  must  take  place; 
and  if  paid  by  this  next  Christmas,  we 
should  then  be  able  to  ascertam  if  the 
alarms  entertained  on  this  subject  mHi 
well  or  ill  founded.   If  the  reduction  took 

Elaoe  gradually,  though  it  would  no  doubt 
e  attended  with  considerable  effect,  it 
would  not  produce  that  alarming  efeot 
which  some  gentlemen  apprehended.  It 
never  was  desired  that  the  Bank  should 
receive  protection  for  the  issue  of  a  single 
note  more,  under  a  state  of  restriction, 
than  if  no  restriction  had  taken  place.  It 
was  only  the  wants  of  government  during 
the  war  that  gave  rise  to  the  restriction, 
and  justified  the  issues  of  the  Bank;  but 
on  the  repayment  of  their  advances  there 
was  an  end  to  all  pretences  for  excessive 
issues.  From  tbe  hour  of  the  repajrment, 
a  gradual  reduction  would  take  plAoe. 

Mr.  Luihington  said,  he  coula  give  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  answer  which  he 
trusted  would  be  satisfactory.  Prepare- 
Uons  were  making  for  the  payment  to  the 
Bank,  not  only  of  the  six  millions,  but 
also  of  the  three  millions,  which  bad  been 
mentioned ;  but  the  particular  sums,  and 
the  periods  when  they  were  ta  be  paid, 
were  yet  matters  of  consideration.  As  to 
what  might  be  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
when  they  should  be  repaid  the  whole  of 
their  debt,  he  should  not  then  inquire; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  marked 
with  that  honour  and  integrity  which  had 
distinguished  them  on  every  occasion. 
Mr.  Tiemey  was  avrare  that  some  steps 
were  taken  to  pay  the  sbc  millions,  vat 
that  sum  hsd  been  alreadv  provided  for, 
but  he  wanted  to  be  inlormed  how  the 
three  millions  were  to  be  paid,  for  no  pro* 
vision  that  he  knew  of  had  yet  been  made 
for  paving  them ;  and  he  did  not  sup- 
pose they  were  to  be  taken  from  funds 
voted  for  another  purpose. 
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the  Mouse  had  continued  what  could  only 
be  considered  a  denial  of  justice.  When 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  reform  was  pro- 
posed on  his  side  of  the  House,  it  was  met 
by  gentlemen  on  the  other,  with  objections 
of  various  kinds.  A  standing  one,  that 
would  serve  against  any  useful  change  on 
any  subject,  was,  that  it  was  not  the  time. 
Kow,  as  he  should  think  no  time  unfit  for 
reform,  so  he  feared  those  gentlemen 
would  think  no  time  fit  for  it.  When  we 
were  in  prosperity  it  waa  said  to  be  unne« 
cessary-— when  we  were  in  distress  it  was 
said  to  be  dangerous.  Another  objection 
was,  that  the  advocates  of  reform  did  not 
agree  as  to  ulterior  measures.  Now  he 
conceived  this  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
present  question*  When  the  cabinet  met 
to  consider  of  new  taxes,  he  had  no  doubt 
they  were  not  unanimous  as  to  the  best 
imposition.  When  the  House  considered 
the  poor  laws,  there  was  quite  as  much 
difference  of  opinion.  The  bills  which 
were  brought  in,  were  even  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  the  report.  The 
report  proposed  a  radical  cure,  the  bills, 
though  produced  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
do  good,  would,  he  feared,  bring  about  no 
useful  e&ct  whatever.  But  if  the  advo- 
cates for  reform  felt  a  difficulty  in  agree- 
ing to  specific  measures ;  they  at  least  by 
that  disagreement  gave  a  test  of  the  sin- 
cerity and  honesty  of  their  plans.  Any 
modification,  whether  triennial  or  annual 
parliamentSi  open  suffrage  or  ballot,  would 
answer  the  same  end,  if  they  had  meant 
reform  as  a  covert  way  of  attacking  the 
fortress  of  the  constitution.  Another  ob« 
jection  was,  that  the  constitution  was 
perfect,  and  that  any  change  was  ineligible* 
A  constitution  more  perfect  than  ever 
issued  from  the  constitution  shops,  from 
Plato  down  to  the  Abb6  Sieyes,  had  arisen 
from  accidents,  and  had  constantly  adapted 
itself  to  the  succession  of  affairs,  and  that 
the  result  had  been,  that  all  orders  in  the 
state  bad  been  so  nearly  balanced,  that 
Ihey  had  been  prevented  from  oppressing 
each  other.  But  of  all  arguments  against 
reform,  the  alarm  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion  was  the  most  successful.  But  he 
begged  those  upon  whom  it  operated,  to 
look  to  the  causes  of  that  revolution. 
They  would  find  that  there  was  not  one 
which  had  the  slightest  connexion  with 
thifr  country.  The  great  cause  of  the 
mischiefs  of  the  French  revolution,  was 
the  total  unfitness  of  the  French  nation  at 
that  time  for  the  usages  of  a  free  constitu- 
tion ;  to  this  should  be  added,  the  vacillat- 


ing nature  of  the  king,  who  wished  every 
thing  that  was  benevolent,  and  yielded  to 
every  thing  that  was  unworthy^the  un« 
bounded  extravagance  of  the  cour,t,  which 
no  minister  could  supply,  and  which  un* 
supplied^  no  minister  could  keep  his  place; 
the  conduct  and  charjacter^of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  who  had  been  called  the  Mon/ster 
Egalite,  who  had  lavished  his  monstrous 
wealth  for  the  worst  purposes.  But  it 
was  unfair  to  argue  from  reform  to  revo« 
lution.  If  theylooked  to  the  character  of 
the  people  of  £ngland,  if  they  traced  their 
history  through  all  their  former  revolu- 
tions, they  would  never  find  them  in* 
clined  to  anarchy.  They  were  always 
afraid  of  going  too  far.  They  generally 
stopt  short  too  soon.  In  the  time  of 
Charles  the  1st,  there  was  much  blood 
s'led  in  the  field,  but  scarcely  any  on  the 
scaffold,  and  the  unhappy  monarch  himr 
self  would  not  have  perished,  had  it  not 
been  found  that  no  party  could  trust  him. 
In  the  Revolution  which  made  way  for  that 
change  of  succession,  which  had  placed 
the  present  family  on  the  throne,  not  a 
drop  of  blood  had  been  shed.  The  mo- 
narch was  sufSiered  to  depart  in  safety, 
and  none  of  his  adherents  would  have 
suffered,  but  from  their  obstinacy  in  at- 
tempts against  the  new  government.  But 
if  the  revolution  had  been  bloody,  it  re- 
mained to  be  proved  that  reform  was  revo- 
lution. The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  no  objection  to  reform,  or  rather  to 
changes  in  the  constitution,  which  would 
increase  their  own  power.  Those  only 
which  might  recover  something  for  tlw 
people  did  they  always  oppose.  The 
constitution  required  rerorm,  and  constant 
changes  were  necessarily  to  be  made. 
If  no  changes  were  to  take  place  it  was 
to  little  purpose  that  the  House  met  six 
months  in  every  year,  and  the  most  com- 
plete subversion  of  the  present  system  of 
government  would  be  to  determine,  that 
no  changes  should  be  made  by  law.  Time^ 
by  the  immutable  decree  of  heaven,  was 
the  great  innovator,  and  witliout  legal 
attempts  to  counteract  its  e&cts,  it  would 
gradually  consume  every  human  institu- 
tion. One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  re* 
form  was  corruption,  and  unfortunately 
the  greater  the  corruption,  and  thence  tb« 
necessity  for  reform— the  greater  the  op- 
position to  any  remedy.  The  first  aci. of 
the  late  empress  Catharine,  af^er  the  con- 
quest of  Poland  was,  to  guarantee  \\m  ooHf 
stituiion;  that  was,  to  declare  that  its 
parliament  should  never   be   refiirai^ 
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Mr.  Wjfjm  laidy  he  should  not  object  to 
the  motion,  as  the  House  had  not  taken  the 
same  view  that  he  had  of  the  enormity  of 
the  prisoner's  offence— an  enormity  much 
enhanced  by  the  falsehoods  which  he  had 
uttered.  Those  falsehoods  he  should  have 
thought  would  have  so  blasted  his  cha- 
racter, that  he  would  have  been  deemed 
unworthy  to  have  held  any  place  under 
the  government  If  he  had  had  to  fix  the 
term  of  the  imprisonment,  he  should  per- 
haps have  been  induced  to  prolong  it,  but 
a  few  days  were  not  of  consequence 
enough  to  induce  him  to  object  to  the 
motion  now  proposed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  On  the 
question  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant, 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  he  had  formerly 
been  asked,  with  relation  to  the  case  of 
Ferguson,  whether  he  intended  to  follow 
tip  the  subject  by  proposing  any  new  le- 
gislative provision.  He  now  suggested 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  prohibition 
from  interfering  in  elections,  which  had 
by  dtffisrent  acts  of  parliament,  been  im- 
posed upon  the  officers  of  the  excise,  the 
customs,  the  post-office,  and  other  branches 
of  revenue,  to  the  officers  of  the  assessed 
taxes  and  salt  duties,  who  were  at  present 
the  only'  revenue  officers  to  whom  that 
prohibition  did  not  apply. 

Repeal  of  the  Seftemkial  Act.] 
Sir  Robert  Heron  said,  that  as  he  should 
occupy  the  attention  oft  he  House  for  some 
time,  he  hoped  they  would  do  him  the  jus<* 
tice  to  recollect,  that  he  had  never  before 
presumed  to  bring  forward  a  measure  of 
jmblic  importance.  It  was  only  from  a 
aense  of  public  duty  that  he  now  present- 
ed himself,  lest  the  parliament  of  which 
ao  short  a  time  remained  unexpired, 
should  pass  away  without  some  public 
expression  of  their  sentiments  on  the  sub« 
ject.  Although  this  precise  question  had 
not  for  a  long  time  been  before  the  House, 
yet  the  ffeneral  question  of  parliamentary 
reform  had  been  so  deliberately  and  so 
My  discussed,  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  occupy  much  of  their 
time.  His  own  health,  too,  would  prevent 
liim  from  sayine  much.  There  bad  long 
subsisted  an  opinion  among  the  people  of 
.England,  that  some  sort  of  reform  was 
necessary  to  renovate  the  constitution, 
andtorender  that  House  more  in  practice 
what  it  was  in  theory,  the  Commons 
House  of  Parfiamebt.  This  opinion  had 
been  acted  en  out  of  doon.  and  had  pr»< 
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duced  multitudes  of  petitions  to  the  House ' 
during  a  great  number  of  years.     The 
cause  had  been  prosecuted  with  more  of 
less  zeal,  and  at  times  had  appeared  to 
approach  success.    Towards  the  dose  or 
tne  American  war,  the  servility  with  which 
the  House  supported  the  ministers  in  that 
war  which  the  people  conceived  to  be  no 
longer  wise  or  necessary,  had  raised  a 
strong  feeling  of  the  inadequate  state  of 
the  representation.     This  zeal  had  been 
relaxed  on  the  return  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  and  by  the  defection  of  one 
of  the  most  able  friends  of  reform,  who 
had  suddenljr  become  its  most  persevering' 
and  unrelenting  enemy.    The  French  re- 
volution too,   which  by  its  reaction  had 
driven  back  for  centuries  the  progress  of 
liberal  ideas  on  the  continent,  had  also' 
produced  a  mischievous   effect    ou    the 
cause  of  reform.    It  was  then,  indeed,  to 
use  a  phrase  of  a  noble  lord  opposite  that' 
the  people  <'  turned  their  backs  on  them- ' 
selves.''    They  had  ceased    to  demand' 
those  rights  which  they  had  never  abused, 
and  which  their  temperance  at  that  time' 
showed  that  they  were  incapable  of  abus- 
ing.   Since  that  time  the  cause  of  reform 
had  been  impeded  by  the  insane  attempts  of 
those  who  were  unjustly  classed  among' 
the  sincere  lovers  of  reform,  and  by  the 
plots  which  had  been  so  exaggerated  in 
that  House.    But  it  now  gained  ground ;' 
and  though  the  machinery  for  plots  re- 
mained in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  it 
would  cease  to  be  efficacious ;  and  if  any 
ammunition  remained  in  the  bottom  of  the 
green  bag,    it  was  so  damaged  that  it 
would  not  be  fit  for  an  explosion.     The  • 
necessity  of  reform  had  often  been  ac- 
knowledged  in  the  House  itself.      Dis- 
tinguished   members    had    oflered     to 
prove  at    the   bar  its   corrupt  constitu- 
tion, but  no  strong  desire  to  proceed  to 
those  prooft  had  ever   been    manifest- 
ed   on  the  part  of  the  House.       The 
corruption    was   acknowledged    by    the* 
Grenville     Act,     which     declared     the' 
House  no  longer  fit  to  be  trusted  witir 
the     decision    of   its    own    elections—^ 
by  the  oaths  and  precautions  which  it 
declared  to  be    absolutely  necessary  to 
prevent  partial  decisions.      The    neces- 
sity of  reform   was   even  acknowledged 
by  those  who  had  themselves  been  traf- 
fickera  in  corruption— by  Mr.  Rigby,  Mr. 
Dyson,   and  lord  North.    The  Grenville 
act  did  certainly  elibct  an  improvement  in 
the  trial  of  contested,  elections,  though  hf 
its  refuaa^to  Unit  the  expense  of  petitioav^ 
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the  House  had  continued  what  could  -only 
be  considered  a  denial  of  justice.  When 
any  thing  in  the  shape  of  reform  was  pro- 

Sosed  on  his  side  of  the  House,  it  was  met 
y  gentlemen  on  the  other,  with  objections 
of  various  kinds.  A  standing  one,  that 
would  serve  against  any  useful  change  on 
any  subject,  was,  that  it  was  not  the  time. 
Kow,  as  he  should  think  no  time  unfit  for 
reform,  so  he  feared  those  gentlemen 
would  think  no  time  fit  for  it.  When  we, 
were  in  prosperity  it  was  said  to  be  unne- 
cessary—when we  were  in  distress  it  was 
said  to  be  dangerous.  Another  objection 
was,  that  the  advocates  of  reform  did  not 
agree  as  to  ulterior  measures.  Now  he 
conceived  this  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
present  question.  When  the  cabinet  met 
to  consider  of  new  taxes,  he  had  no  doubt 
they  were  not  unanimous  as  to  the  best 
imposition.  When  the  House  considered 
the  poor  laws,  there  was  quite  as  much 
difference  of  opinion.  The  bills  which 
were  brought  in,  were  even  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  the  report.  The 
report  proposed  a  radical  cure,  the  bills, 
though  produced  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
do  good,  would,  he  feared,  bring  about  no 
useful  effect  whatever.  But  if  the  advo- 
cates for  reform  felt  a  difficulty  in  agree- 
ing to  specific  measures ;  they  at  least  by 
that  disagreement  gave  a  test  of  the  sin- 
cerity and  honesty  of  their  plans.  Any 
modification,  whether  triennial  or  annuid 
parliaments,  open  suffrage  or  ballot,  would 
answer  the  same  end,  if  they  had  meant 
reform  as  a  covert  way  of  attacking  the 
fortress  of  the  constitution.  Another  ob- 
jection was,  that  the  constitution  was 
perfect,  and  that  any  change  was  ineligible* 
A  constitution  more  perfect  than  ever 
issued  from  the  constitution  shops,  from 
Plato  down  to  the  Abb6  Sieyes,  had  arisen 
from  accidents,  and  had  constantly  adapted 
Itself  to  the  succession  of  affairs,  and  that 
the  result  had  been,  that  all  orders  in  the 
atate  had  been  so  nearly  balanced,  that 
Ihev  had  been  prevented  from  oppressing 
each  other.  But  of  all  atguments  against 
reform,  the  alarm  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion was  the  most  successful.  But  he 
begged  those  upon  whom  it  operated,  to 
look  to  the  causes  of  that  revolution. 
They  would  find  that  there  was  not  one 
which  had  the  slightest  connexion  with 
this  country.  The  great  cause  of  the 
mischiefs  of  the  French  revolution,  was 
the  total  unfitness  of  the  French  nation  at 
that  time  for  the  usages  of  a  free  constitu- 
tion ;  to  this  should  be  added,  the  vacillat- 


ing Datiure  of  the  king,  who  wished  every 
thmg  that  was  benevolent,  and  yielded  to 
every  thing  that  was  unworthy— the  un- 
bounded extravagance  of  the  cour^,  which 
no  minister  could  supply,  and  which  un- 
suppliedj  no  minister  could  keep  his  place; 
the  conduct  and  character^of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  who  had  been  called  the  Monster 
Egalite,  who  had  lavished  his  monstroua 
wealth  for  the  worst  purposes.  But  it 
was  unfair  to  argue  from  reform  to  revo- 
lution. If  they  looked  to  the  character  of 
the  people  of  England,  if  they  traced  their 
history  through  ail  their  former  revolu- 
tions, they  would  never  find  them  in^ 
clined  to  anarchy.  They  were  always 
afraid  of  going  too  far.  They  generally 
stopt  short  too  soon.  In  the  time  o£ 
Charles  the  1st,  there  was  mueh  blood 
s*ied  in  the  field,  but  scarcely  any  on  tho 
scaffold,  and  the  unhappy  monarch  him- 
self would  not  have  perished,  had  it  not 
been  found  that  no  party  could  trust  him* 
In  the  Revolution  which  made  way  for  that 
change  of  succession,  which  had  placed 
the  present  family  on  the  throne,  not  a 
drop  of  blood  had  been  shed.  The  mo- 
narch was  suffered  to  depart  in  safety» 
and  none  of  his  adherents  would  have 
suffered,  but  from  their  obstinacy  in  at- 
tempts against  the  new  government.  But 
if  the  revolution  had  been  bloody,  it  re- 
mained to  be  proved  that  reform  was  revo- 
lution. The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  no  objection  to  reform,  or  rather  ta 
changes  in  the  constitution,  which  would 
increase  their  own  power.  Those  only 
which  might  recover  something  for  thus 
people  did  they  always  oppose.  The 
constitution  required  rerorm,  and  constant 
changes  were  necessarily  to  be  made. 
If  no  changes  were  to  take  place  it  was 
to  little  purpose  that  the  House  met  six 
months  in  every  year,  and  the  most  com- 
plete subversion  of  the  present  system  of 
government  would  be  to  determine,  that 
no  changes  should  be  made  by  law.  Time, 
by  the  immutable  decree  of  heaveui  was 
the  great  innovator,  and  witliout  legal 
attempu  to  counteract  its  e&cts,  it  would 
gradually  consume  every  human  institu- 
tion. One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  re- 
form was  corruption,  and  unfortunately 
the  greater  the  corruption,  and  thence  the 
necessity  for  reform— the  greater  the  op- 
position to  any  remedy.  The  first  act  of 
the  late  empress  Catharine,  after  the  ooa« 
quest  of  PoUnd  was,  to  guarantee  tM  oon^ 
stituiion ;  that  was,  to  declare  that  its 
parliament  should  never   be   reformod* 
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Wheb  the  Poles  applied  for  reform,  she 
•aw  the  danger  of  granting  what  was  so 
reasonable  and  proper ;  she  saw  that  her 
power  would  be  impaired  by  it,  and  she 
considered  it  a  declaration  of  war.  The 
reform  he  wished  to  begin  with  was,  to 
shorten  the  dnration  of  parliament,  a  re* 
form,  which  might  be  made  without  any 
danger,  and  would  produce  the  most 
a^utary  effects,  and  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion in  the  country.  He  should  not  go 
into  the  question,  whether  parliaments 
were  formerly  annual  bv  law,  or  by  prac- 
tice only,— tor,  annual  by  some  way  or 
other  they  seemed  to  have  been.  He  did 
oot,  howerer,  wish  to  revert  to  that  prac- 
tice, as  he  did  not  think  it  suited  the 
)n*esent  state  of  the  country.  In  the 
tyrannical  reign  ofHenry  8th  the  duration 
of  parliament  became  undefined.  Mary, 
who  wished  to  be  popular,  brought  it  back 
to  be  again  triennial ;  but  ever  after  her 
death,  there  had  been  no  definite  limit  to 
its  duration.  It  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  fix  some  Ifmrt— and  there  was  no 
time  more  favourable  than  the  revolution; 
Ibr  otherwise  at  that  period  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons  might  have 
made  themselves  senators  for  lire.  The 
parliament  at  the  revolution  did  not 
hastily  form  the  enactment.  The  trien- 
nial bill  was  passed  six  years  afler  the  re- 
volution, ana  after  anxious  consideration, 
and  triennial  parliaments  became  the  law 
of  the  land.  How  they  were  lost  in  1715 
was  well  known.  A  avii  war  then  broke 
ffbrth,  which  was  rather  checked  than 
destroyed — the  fire  remained  under  the 
ashes ;  the  government  were  afraid  to 
trust  the  country  with  the  elections*  and 
therefore  they  had  the  existence  of  the 
parliament  prolonged  for  seven  years.  In 
fliis  opinion  the  measure  was  indiscreet 
and  unjust.— -It  was  unnecessary  to  quote 
Locke,  or  any  other  writer,  to  prove  that 
no  House  of  Commons  had  the  right  to 
prolong  the  time  for  which  its  power  had 
been  granted  by  its  constituents.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  previous  triennial  act 
had  lengthened  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ment ;  certain  It  was  that  the  Septennial 
act  lengthened  It  beyond  any  legislative 
lirecedent,  and  beyond  every  principle  of 
^justice.  One  of  the  arguments  which  was 
then  employed  against  triennial  parlia- 
ments, was,  that  the  first  year  was  always 
taken  up  with  contested  elections.  This 
t>b|ection  was  now  destroyed  by  the  Gren- 
viUe'^act.  The  Inconvenience  of  frequent 
expensive  elections  m^t  form  a  more 


serious  6bjection,  but  the  House  had  tt  m 
its  power  to  reduce  those  expenses.  The 
oath  which  members  took  to  deny  having 
given  any  compensation  for  their  seats, 
might  be  extended  to  the  contemplation  of 
compensation.  If  he  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  he  should  also  pray  for 
leave  to  brmg  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  ex* 
penses  of  elections.  The  laws  against 
treatine  might  be  extended,  the  candidates 
might  be  forbid  to  carry  the  electors  to 
the  hustings,  and  other  regulations  might 
be  adopted.  In  opposition  to  these  re- 
forms it  was  said,  that  if  the  power  of  the 
Crown  had  been  increased,  so  had  also 
the  power  of  the  people.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  a  great  power  of  public 
opinion.  This  he  admitted  to  be  true, 
but  from  this  power  he  apprehended  no 
danger.  It  had  arisen  from  an  increase  of 
knowledge;  the  people  were  more  en- 
lightened and  better  educated,  and  in  a 
corresponding  degree  they  were  better 
subjects  and  men.  It  had  been  found  so 
in  the  countries  where  education  was  most 
general— in  Switzerland  and  in  Scotland. 
But  was  it  from  popular  principles  that 
the  only  danger  wns  apprehendea  i  Was 
it  impossible  that  the  House,  by  excluding 
the  influence  of  the  people,  should  form 
an  oligarchy  which  should  control  the 
throne,  ana  rendering  the  sovereign  a 
pageant,  exercise  the  government  in  his 
name  ?  He  did  not  apprehend  such  a  re- 
sult, but  he  thought  it  fair  to  put  one  fear 
against  another.  It  was  impossible  that 
the  House  should  not  feel  some  degrada- 
tion, when  they  felt  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  chastising  humble  persons  who 
had  interfered  in  elections,  while  the  ereat 
culprits  were  avowed  and  approved.  It 
was  ignorance  and  inexperience  only, 
which  did  not  practise  corruption  in  the 
proper  parliamentary  mode,  that  called 
down  their  vengeance.  He  wished  to 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  removing 
this  inconsistency.  One  great  objection 
to  the  Septennial  act  was,  that  by  it  that 
House  had  robbed  the  people  of  their 
rieht,  and  ought  to  restore  what  they  had 
t^^en  away.  If  there  had  been  a  tempo- 
rary necessity  for  prolonging  the  duration 
of  parliament,  the  act  ought  to  have  been 
temporary*  A  permanent  act  ought  not 
to  have  been  passed  for  a  temporary  ob- 
ject But  they  had  wanted  to  strengthen 
the  power  of  tne  Crown,  and  they  availed 
themselves  of  the  people's  alarm  to  accom- 

Slifh  what  they  probably  could  not^  bare 
one  otherwise.  JFrom  his  own  experience, 
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he  could  speak  of  the  benefit  to  be-derif  ed 
from  short  parliaments*  He  was  one  of 
those  persons  who  were  often  in  the 
melancholy  situation  of  being  sent  into 
the  lobby  on  a  minority.  In  the  last  two 
Tears  be  had  been  astonished  to  see  around 
bim  an  those  occasions  faces  which  were 
quite  new  to  him,  so  that,  as  he  at  times 
was  subject  to  absence  of  mind,  be  anpre* 
bended  that  he  had  mistaken  the  siae  on 
which  he  intended  to  vote.  He  felt  a  per* 
feet  conviction  that  eYcry  member  in  the 
House  was  determined  as  to  the  vote  he 
should  give»  by  the  most  conscientious 
motives.  But  it  some  how  or  oUier  hap- 
pened, that  hon.  gentlemen  voted  very 
differently  from  their  usual  practice  when 
they  approached  to  the  period  of  elections. 
From  these  circumstances  he  concluded 
•that  by  shortening  the  duration  of  parlia- 
pient»  he  should  bring  about  a  more  fre- 
quent coincidence  of  the  wishes  of  the  re- 
presentatives withthose  of  the  constituents. 
That  the  House  of  Commons  had  ex- 
peeded  its  power  in  passing  the  Septennial 
act,  he  should  not  assert ;  but  it  had  no 
right  to  exercise  that  power  by  enacting  a 
law  so  inconsistent  with  equity  as  that  by 
which  it  prolonged  its  own  existence.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  <<  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  1 
Qeo.  1st,  c.  38,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  en- 

*  larging  the  time  of  continuance  ofParlia- 

*  ments  appointed  by  an  act  made  in  the 
<  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  William 
'  and  queen  Mary,  intituled,   An  Act  for 

the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Parlia- 


*  ments.  " 


Lord  Folkestone  seconded  the  motion. 

Sir  Samuel  RomUlif  said,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  suffer  so  important  a  question 
to  pass  without  saying  a  ^qw  words  on  it* 
He  gave  his  cordial  assent  to  the  motion^ 
being  convinced  that  to  shorten  the  dura- 
tion of  parliaments  would  not  be  attended 
with  any  of  those  inconveniences  supposed 
to  be  connected  with  a  more  extensive 
reform.  It  might  do  good  and  there  was 
no  possibility  of  any  danger  from  it. 
Without  any  desire  to  enter  into  a  debate 
on  a  question  on  former  occasions  so  fully 
discussed,  he  would  notice  one  argument 
which  had  been  used  against  triennial  par- 
liaments by  the  late  Mr.  Burke,  and  which 
had  made  much  more  impression  than  it 
deserved.  It  was— that  in  frequently 
pon  tested  elections  the  candidates,  aided 
by  the  power  of  the  Crown  must  acquire  a 
^reat  preponderance  over  those  who  were 
^dependent  of  it.    His  answer  to  that 


argument  was—experience*  If  short  par- 
liaments were  really  advantageous  to  the 
Crown,  how  did  it  happen  that  dissolu« 
tions  were  not  more  frequent?  In  the 
present  reign,  during  which  prerogative 
had  been  maintained  and  extended  beyond 
all  precedent,  there  had  been  eleven  par- 
liaments, of  which  eight  had  been  suffered 
to  last  six  years;  and  they  were  then  ter- 
minated only  because  it  was  thought  incon* 
venient  to  let  the  seven  years  elapse,  when 
no  choice  or  alternative  would  remain  as 
to  a  general  election.  Those  who  best 
were  acquainted  with  the  interests  of  the 
Crown  had  therefore  anticipated  no  advan- 
tages from  triennial  or  more  frequent 
elections.  The  consideration  of  the  dif- 
ferent complexion  of  the  House  on  the 
approach  of  an  election  was  also  an  unan« 
swerable  argument  in  favour  of  the  pro- 

Eosed  bill.  Was  there  any  man  who 
eard  htm,  who  supposed  that  in  the  first 
session  of  a  septennial  parliament,  they 
should  find  a  House  of  Commons  so  dia* 
posed  to  resist,  or  a  ministry  so  dis« 
posed  to  yield  as  in  the  last?  In  the 
present  session  l€t  it  be  recollected  ho«r 
the  country  bankers'  bill  had  been  dis- 
posed of.  The  refusal  to  increase  the 
burthens  of  the  people,  and  the  reduction 
of  taxes  were  other  symptoms  of  an 
approaching  election— very  different  from 
the  symptoms  manifested  during  the  first 
session  of  a  septennial  parliament  when 
gentlemen  had  the  comfortable  prospect 
before  them  of  not  meeting  their  consti- 
tuents for  a  long  course  of  time.  The 
more  he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the 
more  he  was  convinced  of  the  advantage 
of  more  frequent  elections.  He  would, 
therefore,  support  the  motion.  Seeing  no 
disposition  however  in  the  House  to  debate 
the  subject,  he  would  not  trouble  them  at 
greater  length. 

Mr.  William  Smith  said,  he  was  desirous 
of  expressing  his  entire  concurrence  in  all 
the  observations  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  and  in  nearly  all  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  mover.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  reason,  which  was  alone 
su£Bcient  to  induce  him  to  give  his  support 
to  the  present  motion,  and  that  was  the 
opportunity  it  afforded  of  markioff  his 
disapprobation  of  one  of  the  most  flagi- 
tious abuses  of  a  public  trust  that  ever 
had  been  committed.  He  alluded  to  that 
act  by  which  a  House  of  Commons,  elected 
for  three  years,  had  prolonged  its  own 
duration  to  seven.  He  would  not  say 
that  there  had  been  no  reasons  for  such  e 
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grooeadhig  at  the  time ;  but  there  had 
een  none  for  continuing  it  afler  the  ori« 
ginal  cause  ceased  to  exist.  He  felt 
anxious  to  see  so  great  an  inroad  upon 
public  rights  stigmatised  by  that  censure 
which  it  appear^  to  him  to  deserve*  and 
were  it  only  for  that  purpose  he  should 
support  the  motion* 

Mr.  Brougham  said*  he  did  not  wbh  to 
prolong  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which 
there  seemed  to  be  no  disposition  in  the 
House  to  consider  in  that  serious  manner 
which  its  importance  rendered  desirable. 
Howeveri  lie  could  not  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  it.    He  rose  to  express  his  approba- 
tion of  the  motion,  and  would  certainly 
vote  for  its  adoption.    He  agreed,  there- 
fore, with  the  principal    grounds  upon 
which  that  motion  was  brought  forward 
nnd  supported.    But  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
nark  his  dissent  from  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  his  hon.  friend  who  had  just 
sat  down,  as  well  as  by  the  hon.  baronet 
who  brought  forward  the  motion.     For 
be  could  not  concur  with  these  gentle- 
men in  pronouncing  censure  upon  the 
illustrious  persons  who  proposed  and  pro- 
cured the  adoption  of  the  Septennial  act, 
because  he  was   fully  persuaded,   that 
among  the  other  important  services  which 
those   distinguished  Whigs  rendered   to 
freedom  and  humanity  at  the  Revolution, 
they  contrived  through  that  act  to  save 
the   country  from  popery  and  arbitrary 
power.     But  still  that  act  ought  not  to 
nave  been  continued  beyond  the  necessity 
of  the  case^-certainly  it  ought  not  to  be 
continued  at  the  present  moment,  when 
the  causes  which  originally  called  for  its 
enactment    had    altogether    ceased    to 
exist.    The  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  had  maintained,  in  concurrence  with 
the  hon.  mover,  Uiat  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  which  the  Septennial  act  was 
psssed  having  been  chosen  for  only  three 
years,  was  not  constitutionally  competent 
to  vote  its  continuance  for  seven  years. 
But  upon   the   same  ground  those  hon. 
gentlemen  might   condemn  man^  other 
acts  of  the  British  parliament— might  ob- 
ject, indeed  to  the  exercise  of  its  privi- 
leges'—might deny  its  supreme  power. 
Jt  was,  however,  to  be  rccollecteo,  that 
if  this  doctrine  were  admitted,  it  would 
follow  that  the  unions  with  Scotland  and 
Ireland  were  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
measures ;  for  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
delated  this  doctrine  In  uniting  itself  with 
that  of  England,  and  so  did  the  narlia- 
nani  of  Ireland,  and  so  likewise  aid  the 


parliament  of  England  in  surrendering  its 
separate  existence.  But  according  to 
the  mode  of  reasoning  employed  that 
night  upon  the  subject,  it  would  have  been 
necessary,  previous  to  a  union,  that  both 
parliaments  should  have  been  dissolvedt 
and  an  appeal  made,  not  to  the  legislature^ 
or  to  toe  supreme  power,  which  must 
alwajrs  reside  somewhere,  but  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large.  But  without  entering  into 
the  discussion  of  abstract  metaphysici^ 
questions  respecting  power  and  right  which 
were  calculated  to  confound  the  under- 
standing rather  than  to  produce  any  prac- 
tical benefit,  he  would  merely  repeat,  that 
if  the  Whigs,  who  procured  the  enactment 
of  the  septennial  law,  acted  illegally  or 
unconstitutionally,  the  unions  wiu  Soot- 
land  and  Ireland  were  both  illegal— un« 
constitutional  measures.  Upon  the  ground 
contended  for  by  the  two  speakers  to 
whom  he  referred,  there  were  many  other 
acta  of  the  British  parliament  which  could 
not  be  deemed  constitutional,  because 
they  were  not  in  the  contemplation  of 
their  constituents  —  because  measures 
were  adopted  by  the  trustees  which  were 
not  calculated  upon  or  prescribed  by  those 
by  whom  the  trust  of  legislation  was  de- 
legated. But  he  must  take  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  supreme  power  necessarily 
rested  somewhere,  and  that  it  was  the  con- 
stant practice  of  the  legislature  to  perform 
acts  which  the  electors  had  never  had  in 
contemplation,  but  which  they  had  con- 
fided a  full  authority  to  their  representa- 
tives to  perform,  if  necessary.  If  these 
were  not  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
if  he  had  not  understood,  or  read  them 
properly  in  those  great  authoritiea  to 
whom  tney  were  in  the  habit  of  referring, 
he  should  be  glad  to  hear  them  explained 
upon  better  authority  by  persons  better 
informed.  He  would  make  his  appeal  to 
the  learned,  who  read,  and  were  able  to 
read  the  works  of  those  great  men  upon 
whose  authority  this  power  of  the  legis- 
Isture  was  founded,  and  who  exercised  it 
themselves.  He  would  not  appeal  to  the 
unlearned.  In  the  propriety  or  that  course, 
his  hon.^— he  was  going  to  say  his  learned 
—friend  would  no  doubt  agree  with  him. 
For  who  could  look  for  real  constitutional 
information  to  those  preachers  of  first 
principles,  of  whom  we  had  seen  so  much 
m  our  time,  and  who,  notwithstanding  the 
arrogance  of  their  pretensions,  knew  in 
fact  nothing  at  all  about  the  matter  ?  By 
such  authorities  he  was  willmg  that  the 
qucitioa  ab<HiU  be  judgedi  but  he  would 
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enter  his  protett  against  the  attack  upon 
those  who  had  originally  passed  the  Sep- 
tennial bill;  although  he  would  allow 
that  nothing  but  an  overruling  necessity 
could  justify  it.  The  original  measure, 
however>  and  it's  fiubdecjuent  continuance, 
#'ere  two  separate  questions;  Convinced 
that  its  continuance  was  not  necessary, 
after  the  eircuintftances  that  called  it  forth 
liad  pallid  Away,  upon  that  ground  lie 
would  support  tne  motion. 
The  House  divided : 

Ayes   42 

Noea   117 

Majoiity  against  the  motion  —^75 


Minority, 

Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
North,  Dudley 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Ossul^ton,  lord 
Proby,  hofa.  capt. 
Farnell,  sirll. 
Bowley,  sir  W. 
Randi£Rs,  lord 
Eidley,  sir.  14.  W. 
Komilly,  sir  S. 
Stanley,  lord 
Sroilb,  Wm. 
Smith,  J. 
Sharp,  Eichard 
Seftoi^,  lord 
Tierney,  rt.  hoA.  O. 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Wood,  alderman 

TELI.&R9. 

Heron,  sirRobt. 
Grant,  J.  t. 


List  of  the 

Althorp,  vise. 
Brougham,  Henry 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Barnett,  Jame^ 
Bratid,  hon.  T. 
Bakier,  J. 
Cateraft,  John 
Cochrane,  lord 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Campbell,  gen. 
CaWerty  Cbas. 
Folkestone,  lord 
FereussoGL  sir  K.  C. 
Gaskell.  Benjamin 
Howorth,  H. 
Heatheote,  sir  O. 
Hornbv,  Bdward 
Leihon.  sir  Wm. 
Xx>ckhart,  J.  J. 
Langton,  Gore 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Martin,  J. 

Alieh  BtLL.^  The  order  of  the  day 
was  read  for  gomg  into  a  committee  on 
this  Bill.  On  the  motion,  that  the  Speaker 
do  leave  the  ctialr, 

Mr.  Bennet  took  that  opportunity  of 
i^kpressing  his  object?dn  to  the  measure, 
deeming  its  enactment  inconsistent  with  the 
honour,  the  dignity,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
country.  He  animadverted  upon  the  si- 
lence of  the  ministers  and  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  on  a  former  evening,  when  the 
principle  of  this  bill  was  mider  discussion^ 
and  when  the  House  had  heard  three  able 
speeches  against  it,  which  i^^eeches, 
through  th^  system  of  pnblishing  the  De- 
baties  of  that  House,  which,  thank  God ! 
Existed,  were  now  universally  circulated 
throughout  the  country.  Those  speeches 
had  made  a  strong  impression  upon  the 
{public  mind;  and  yet  ministers  seetiied 
|(till  Indisposed  to  offer  any  argument  in 
tttppOrt  of  thik   extraordinary  mettoire. 
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That  silence  was  the  more  iurprising,  ag 
ministers  had«  in  fact,  adduced  nothing  in 
support  of  the  bill,  but  a  document  froni 
which  they  would  have  the  House  to 
conclude  that  they  had  not  abused  the 
powers  created  by  the  law  which  thig 
bill  proposed  to  continue,  because  there 
were,  forsooth,  five  or  b\X  persons  whom 
they  had  riot  seni  out  of  the  coun- 
trjf  although  thby  had  the  power  of  §a 
doing.  But  it  was  known,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  disturbances  at  Cadiz,  some 
years  ago.  An  authentic  paper  was  shown, 
stating  that  no  one  Was  to  have  a  passport 
from  our  ministers  who  had  not  previously 
obtained  a  passport  from  his  own  govern- 
ment. Thus  it  appeared,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  this  law  depended,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure^ upon  the  will  of  other  states.  Yet 
h6  understood  it  wa^  not  unusual  fb)r  a 
foreigner,  before  he  applied  fore  passport 
to  his  own  gOverttihent,  to  have  applica- 
tion mlide  here,  to  know  whether,  if  he 
deittie  to  this  coUhtry,  he  wouM  be  sJlowed 
to  reiUaiu.  But  he  would  ask  itoinisters, 
when  they  undertook  to  decide  upon  the 
character  of  a  foireignet  to  whom  this  kw 
was  applicable,  upon  What  ground  they 
decided  ? — whether  upon  irifohnatfon  ob* 
taitied  in  this  countiT>  or  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water  ?  whether  from  spies  here  or 
there?  He  believed  the  ambasaador  of 
that  power — of  which  any  foreigner  wai 
the  subject,  was  the  person  principally,  u 
not  solely,  consulted  on  such  an  occasion.. 
He  should  like  to  witness  the  examination 
of  the  board  of  inspectors  on  cases  of  this 
nature— and  to  know  whether  it  sat  at  the 
Foreign  or  at  the  Home  office.  If  at  the 
latter  particularly,  and  lord  Sidmouth  was 
a  member  of  that  board,  there  was  no  se- 
curity whatever  for  a  correct  decision; 
for  that  noble  lord  was,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  the  greatest  dupe  that  had 
ever  belonged  to  any  administratioa 
[here  there  was  a  slight  murmur  of  dis- 
approbation]. Dupe  was,  he  presumed, 
a  parliamentary  expression,  and  the 
House,  as  well  as  the  country,  had  amply 
sufficient  facts  to  justify  the  application. 
But  if  the  friends  of  the  noble  lord  were 
not  satisfied  to  have  him  considered  a 
dupe,  he  should  only  say  that  that  noble 
lora  must  then  be  called  by  a  still  harsher 
name.  For  what  was  to  be  thought  of 
that  noble  lord,  who,  in  adverting  to  such 
a  person  as  Oliver,  gravely  affirmed  that 
he  was  a  much  injured  man?  But  he 
should  like  to  sefe  the  board  of  inspectors 
m  consultation  upon  the  executiotr  of  thie 
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«ct»  witlv  no  dottbt>  loine  fpreigo  ambat* 
tadors  beside  them,  engaged,  toad-likiet 
—to  use  t)ie  figure  of  the  poet-i-in  spit- 
ting  the  venom  of  legitimacy  Into  the  ears 
of  our  governmeoty  and  thus  endeavouring 
to  prevent  this  country  from  being  what 
U  was  in  better  times,  the  asylum  of  per* 
tecuted  men.  The  hon.  member  ridiculed 
the  idea  that  any  danger  could  arise  to 
this  country  from  the  presence  of  a  hand- 
ful of  foreigners.  The  state  of  the  coun- 
try at  present  was  so  different  from  what 
It  was  m  1792,  when  this  law  was  origi- 
naUy  enacted,  that  such  an  apprehension 
was  quite  chimerical,  unless  gentlemen 
imagined  that  a  German  or  a  l^ochman 
was  likely  to  join  a  meeting  at  Spa-fields, 
with  a  view  to  address  the  mob  in  broken 
English,  upon  the  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  annual  parliaments  and  universal 
suffrage.  But  the  fact  was,  that  no  appre- 
hension of  any  domestic  danger  gave  birth 
to  this  bill.  The  real  cause  of  its  conti- 
nuance was,  a  desire  to  please  foreign  go* 
vernments*  For  this  purpose  the  charac- 
ter of  our  country  was  lowered.  It  was 
notorious  that  the  law  which  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  continue,  was  so  thought  of  on 
the  continent,  that  no  Englishman  could 
excuse  it  upon  any  other  ground  than  this, 
that  it  was  only  a  war  measure,  and  yet  it 
was  now  proposed  to  continue  it  in  peace, 
without  any  assignable  reason.  Here  the 
hon.  member  took  a  review  of  the  character 
of  those  continental  states,  which  had  ad- 
yanced  their  own  character  and  interestSy 
as  well  as  benefited  humanity,  by  affording 
asylum  to  the  persecuted  advocates  of 
civil  and  religious  libertv.  He  instanced 
Geneva,  which  receivecl  Voltaire  into  its 
hospitable  bosom,   and  Holland,  which 

gve  shelter  to  such  men  as  Erasmus  and 
tyle.  But  England  was,  in  good  times, 
the  most  distinguished  nation  in  the  world 
for  this  description  of  hospitality.  Her 
character  was  now,  however,  reduced  from 
that  high  rank.  She  was  sunk  to  a  level 
with  the  arbitrary  goveromenls.  That 
eoncress  of  mightv  jpromiset  but  miserable 
periormaace,  at  which  the  noble  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs  played  such  a  prominent 
part,  had  had  the  eflfect  of  placing  the 
police  of  England  under  the  correctional 
police  of  foreign  govemmenta.  He  would 
■sk,  whether  uie  ambassador  of  France  or 
Spain  was  not  entitled  to  require  the  exe* 
cution  of  this  law  against  any  person  dis- 
agreeable to  the  government  of  either,  as 
Eirt  of  an  absolute  compact  [hear,  hear  I]? 
ttch    a  compact  was  indeed  admitted 


by  a  sorl  of  innuendo  in  Che  speeoh  iof  the 
noble  lord  who  brought  forward  this  bill, 
although  its  existence  was  deuied  else* 
where.  To  prove  that  the  pov^ers  granted 
under  the  Alien  bill  had  not  been  fairly 
exercised,  he  adverted  to  the  case  of 
M.  Befort,  who,  after  a  residence  of  some 
time  in  England,  had  been  abruptly  or* 
dered  to  quit  the  country,  though  he 
was  ignorant  of  having  in  any  degree  In* 
firing^  tlie  law,  or  made  himself  obnoxious 
to  the  government.  As  an  English  gen^ 
tleman,  anxious  for  the  honour  of  his 
country,  he  delivered  these  sentimentB« 
and  he  hoped  that  the  feeling  which  ac* 
tuafted  him  would  influence  e^erj  inde- 
pendent man  in  the  House  to  oppose  the 
measure,  as  being  unwise,  tyrannical,  and 
derogatory,  from  the  character  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  EOison  observed,  that  not  a  single 
case  of  any  abuse  of  the  powers  granted 
by  the  former  act  had  been  alleged. 
Nothing  was  urged  but  what  the  imagine* 
tiona  of  honourable  members  suggested 
for  the  purpose  of  aspersing  liis  majesty's 
ministers.  It  was  since  the  enactment  of 
an  alien  hill  that  our  humanity  to  foreign* 
era  had  been  most  conspicuonnly  displayed. 
He  had  little  knowledge  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, but  he  thoij^ht  him  entiued  to  pub* 
lie  ^mtitnde  for  bis  great  services,  ana  for 
havmg  terminated  the  most  tremendous 
contest  in  which  this  country  had  been 
ongaged,  by  a  glorious  and  advantageous 
peace.  He  considered  that  ministers 
from  their  former  conduct  ought  to  be 
again  entrusted  with  the  powers  of  the 
proposed  measure.  No  solid  argument 
nad  been  brought  forward  agsinst  the 
bill,  whilst  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  it,  that  it  would  exclude 
from  this  country  the  outcasts  of  every 
other. 

Mr.  BathurH  contended,  that  no  new 
considerations  had  been  urgetl  in  the 
course  of  the  former  debate,  which  celled 
for  any  additional  argument  in  support  of 
the  views  taken  by  those  who  proposed 
the  continuance  of  this  measure.  That 
was  the  only  cause  of  the  silence  observed 
on  his  side  of  the  House.  As  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  had 
introduced  one  or  two  topics  which  had 
not  been  before  dwelt  upon,  there  was  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  ministers  to 
enter  farther  into  the  discussion.  He 
thought  the  circumstance  of  there  being 
no  pMce  of  refuge  for  emigrant  foreigners 
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itt  odier  ooantril98»  was  a  reason  rather 
for  passing  this  bill  than  against  it.  It 
was  not  pointed  against  the  admission  of 
the  peaceful  artisan,  or  of  persons  perse- 
cuted for  their  religious  opinions — the 
description  which  applied  to  the  ancestors 
of  those  honourable  members  who  had 
done  themselves  so  much  credit  by  the 
feelings  which  that  recollection  inspired. 
The  House  must  be  aware  that  it  was 
against  persons,  of  a  very  different  charac- 
ter that  the  precautions  of  this  measure 
were  provided*  He  contended  that  the 
execution  of  the  act  had  been  universally 
confined  to  protect  the  safety  of  this 
country,  and  that  it  had  never  been  put 
in  force  on  the  representation  of  any 
foreign  government.  The  person  who 
had  been  alluded  to  as  having  been  sent 
out  of  this  country  under  the  provisions 
of  this  statute,  came  to  England  in  the 
year  1807-  He  was  then  a  dealer  in  pic- 
tures. In  1811  he  applied  for  a  passport 
to  go  abroad,  when  he  was  told  that,  if  he 
went,  he  most  not  return  during  the  war. 
He  thought  proper,  however,  to  return ; 
and  from  information  that  was  afterwards 
received  respecting  his  conduct,  he  was 
,  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The  fact 
was,  that  he  first  of  all  returned,  and 
while  he  was  here  from  1812  to  1813, 
information  was  given  by  different  persons, 
representing  him  to  be  engaged  in  impro- 
per  objects.  He  was  accordingly  removed 
from  the  country  in  1814,  on  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  that  he  could  not  be 
permitted  to  remain.  It  would  not  l>e 
proper  for  him  to  mention  the  specific 
grounds  on  which  that  person  was  sent 
away ;  but  he  would  state,  that  a  paper 
was  found  in  his  baggage  which  complete- 
ly established  the  necessity  of  sending 
mm  out  of  the  country.  Upon  the  whole, 
lie  felt  confident  that  the  House  would 
agree  in  the  policy  of  continuing  this  act, 
until  the  spirit  of  the  French  revolution 
had  evaporated,  and  until  this  country 
could  be  rendered  secure  against  the  de- 
aiens  of  a  disaffected  and  dangerous  class 
or  persons,  who  were  continually  plotting 
the  overthrow  of  all  governments,  and  the 
subversion  of  all  order  in  society,  and  who 
thought  it  most  convenient  to  repair  to 
this  country,  violating  its  laws,  and  abus- 
ing its  hospitality,  until  their  plans  were 
matured  and  ready  to  be  put  into  execu- 
tion. Men  of  sound  principles,  and  of 
peaceable  habits,  would  hate  nothing  to 
dread  from  the  existence  of  diese  powers 
ia  the  hands  of  hia  asajeety's  ministers ; 
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but  it  would  deter  bad  men  from  coming 
to  this  country,  when  they  knew  that  they 
would  not  be  sufiered  to  remain  in  it. 

Mr.  LytteUon  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  think  proper  to  state 
the  specific  grounds  on  which  the  person 
in  question  had  been  sent  away,  he  had 
at  least  admitted  that  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  removed  did  not  consist  in 
that  correspondence  which  was  found  in 
his  baggagei,  The  foreigner  said  that  he 
underwent  the  most  strict  examination, 
and  that  nothing  was  discovered  to  render 
him  liable  to  suspicion.  He  had  not  had 
the  means  of  verifying  the  truth  of  hia 
assertions,  and  now  he  had  only  to  set 
against  them  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  To  that  statement  he 
was  sincerely  disposed  to  give  every  de* 
gree  of  credit ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
must  add,  that  he  thought  the  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  M.  Befort  tended  to  illus- 
trate the  vicious  consequences  of  bilb  of 
this  sort.  He  had  been  sent  out  of  this 
land  of  freedom — this  asylum,  as  it  once 
had  been,  for  the  persecuted  of  all  other 
countries,  without  any  satisfactory  account 
being  given  to  the  public;  he -had  had 
only  six  days  allowed  him  for  packing  up 
his  goods,  relinquishing  his  interests,  and 
leaving  the  country.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  person  would 
be  sent  out  of  this  country  except  for 
plots  against  the  state ;  but,  on  a  former 
night,  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  C.  Grant) 
had  declared,  that  there  was  something  in 
the  affiiirs  of  Europe  which  rendered  it 
necessary  that  we  should  keep  our  eyee 
on  foreigners,  lest  men  who  should  medi* 
tatea  revolution  in  France  should  find  an 
asylum  here  to  carry  on  their  plots.  As 
far  as  the  fact  went  of  half  a  dozen  persons 
being  sent  out  of  the  country,  this  mea- 
sure would  not  bear  the  smallest  test; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  showed  the 
intolerant  spirit  of  the  British  ministers. 
Let  the  House  bear  in  mind,  not  only  the 
number  of  men  who  might  be  sent  out  of 
the  country,  but  the  number  of  those  who 
might  be  intimidated  while  they  remained. 
The  total  number  of  foreigners  who  were 
here  engaged  in  honest  and  industriooa 
habits,  beneficial  not  only  to  themselves 
but  to  the  public  in  general,  was,  he  be« 
lieved,  not  leas  than  SO/XX).  Let  the 
House,  then,  consider  the  alarm  and 
terror  with  which  that  large  body  of  per* 
sons  must  be  continually  agitated  by  thia^ 
odious  measure.  It  was,  in  itself,  not 
only  a  despotic  power^  unworthy  of  the 
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times  in  which  we. lived,  and  hostile  to 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  more  particalarly  to 
the  liberties  of  this  free  couotry;  but  a 
power  into  which  no  inquiry  had  been 
instituted,  and  into  which,  in  the  present 
temper  of  this  House,  no  inquiry  was 
likely  to  be  instituted.  It  was  a  measure 
ttngularly  hostile  to  the  character,  and 
injurious  to  the  interests,  of  the  country. 
His  opinion  of  its  unconstitutional  and 
unjust  character  remained  unchanged, 
convinced  as  he  was,  that  whenever  a 
crisis  presented  itself  when  the  public 
character  of  nations  might  be  in6uential, 
this  measure  would  be  found  to  prove 
most  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain.    . 

Sir   Samud   RmniUy  remarked,    that 
there  had  been  nothing  stated  in  support 
of  this  bill,  except  what  the  House  had 
this  night  heard  from  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  and  the  observations  on  a 
Ibrmer  night  of  a  lord  of  the  Treasury, 
in  which  there  was  much  more  of  elo- 
quence ttisn  of  convincing  aritument  and 
reasoning.    He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  which  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
thouffht  proper  to  adopt  on  this  occasion ; 
they  Knew  that  their  strength  consisted, 
not  in  speaking,  but  in  voting.    .He  hoped 
tho  House,  however,  would  consider,  that 
those  on  his  side  who  resisted  this  mea- 
sure, were  speaking  on  the  behalf,  and  for 
the  protection  of  persons  who  had   no 
representatives  in    that    House.    There 
were  two  classes  of  persons  to  be  affected 
bv  this  bill :  one  class  was,  the  foreigners 
wno  might  seek  an  asylum  in  this  country, 
the  other,  the  foreigners  who  had  settled 
amongst  us,  and  had  become  a  part  of 
oimeives.     As  far  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
who  might  come  to  reside  in  this  country, 
it  was  to  be  considered  on  far  different 
grounds  than  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
who  had  long  domiciled  here.    In   all 
that  had  been  said  on  this  subject  by  the 
other  side,  it  was  manifest,  tmit  the  exe- 
cutive government  could  act  only  on  the 
atUj^estion  of  foreign  powers  in  preventing 
Inouvidoals  from  coming  here ;  for  whether 
they  came  from  France,  from  the  Nether- 
lands, or  from  other  pbces,  how  could 
Aej  guard  themselves  ag^nst  such  per- 
aons,  out  by  listening  to  the  representa- 
tions of  foreign  ministers?      So  that  a 
person  who  was  endeavouring  to  shelter 
nimself  here  from  religious  or  political 
pecMcution,  from  the  terrors  of  the  holy 
inquisition,  the  tyranny  of  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  or  the  despotism  of  |ome  other 
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government  that  we  had  established  on  the 
ruins  of  the  free  and  independent  states 
of  Europe,  must  be  deprived  of  an  asylum, 
on  the  statements  made  to  thb  govern^ 
ment  by  their  own  persecutors  and  ene* 
mies.    In  all  these  cases  ministers  would 
act  implicitly  on  those   representations; 
and   under  that  influence,  the  unhappy 
victiins  of  despotism  and  oppression  would 
be  driven  back  from  our  shores.      The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  this  mea« 
sure  was  intended  only  as  a  prevention 
against  dangerous  persons;  but  by  this 
he  meant,  as  it  appeared,  persons  who  had 
worshipped  the  goddess  of  Reason  at  one 
time^  and  afterwards  worshipped  Napoleon 
Buonaparte.    It    was    originally    stated, 
that  this  bill  was  to  continue  in  force  for 
two  years  only ;  but  the  right  hon.  gen-' 
tleman  had  that  night  said  that  it  was  to 
continue  till  the  principles  of  the  French 
revolution  had  evaporated^  (hat  was,  tilt 
the  whole  race  of  Buonaparte  was  extinct 
—till  all  those  persons  had  expired  who 
were  supposed  to  entertain  any  friendly 
disposition  to  that  family.    It  was  said 
that  it  was  a  measure  directed  only  against 
bad  men.    He  admitted,  that  if  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  to  know  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  they  would  not  put  it  in 
force  against  good  men ;  but  the  evil  waa 
that  they  proceeded  on  secret  informa* 
tions.    When  a  person  was  brought  before 
them,  the  same  course  was  pursued  aa 
before  the  grand  inouisitor.    In  Spain,  he 
was  asked,  without  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  specific  charges  against  him,  whether 
there  was  nothing  which  he   had   said 
against  tlie  orthodox  principles  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  and  the  man  was  left  te 
ponder  in  his  mind  what  he  could  have 
said.    So,  in  this  country,  after  this  bill, 
should  be  passed,  the  unfortunate  indivi- 
dual would  be  asked.  Had  he  said  nothing 
against  the  doctrine  of  legitimate  govern^ 
ments— had  be  mentioned  nothing  against 
the  family  on  the  throne  I     Did  any  one 
really  suppose  that  the  unfortunate  fo' 
reigners  wno  might  seek  an  asylum  in  this 
country  could  be  safe  under  the  exercise 
of  such  powers  I  Did  any  one  believe  thatf 
if  the  minbters  of  Charles  2nd  and  Jamea 
2nd  had  been  invested  with  similar  autho- 
rity, those  monarchs  would  have  had  their 
eyes  o&nded  by  the  crowd  c^  Ptotestanta 
who  fled  to  this  country  for  protection  ? 
No;  if  the  same  powers  had  existed  if> 
those  times,  the  persecuted  Protestanta 
would  not  have  ventured  to  seek  an  asy-^ 
lum  in  England;  but  they  came  hither^ 
(8G) 
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because  they  wlied  onwhai  they  knew  io 
be  the  coDstitution  af  this  country;  they 
relied  on  the  charaeteri  the  hospitality, 
the  public  law  of  the  country.  It  had 
been  said,  that  more  protection  had  been 
shown  to  foreigners  during  the  last  five 
and  twenty  years^  than  at  any  former 
period.  This,  he  would  boldly  affirm,  was 
a  false  statement  of  history.  It  was 
utterly  false  to  say,  that  more  protection 
had  been  shown  to  periecuted  individuals 
in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  than  during 
the  reigns  of  James  Ist  and  Charles  Ist, 
Charles  2nd  and  James  2nd.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  the  paper 
allud^  to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Befort  was 
fiound  among  bis  baggage,  just  as  he  was 
about  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country*  Now 
k  might  not  be  difficult  to  explain  how  it 
came  there. 

Mr.  BaihurH  begged  to  explain.  He 
believed  the  fact  was,  that  the  Custom- 
house officers  thought  it  their  duty  to 
examine  the  articles  which  the  individual 
in  ouestion  wished  to  take  with  him,  and 
in  doing  so,  they  had  discovered  that 
paper. 

Sir  Samuel  RomUly  thanked  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  this  explanation.  It 
seemed,  then,  that  the  paper  was  not 
sought  for,  but  merely  discovered  in 
searching  the  bsggage,  and  certainly  it 
would  not  be  fit  to  say  much  against  the 
delicacy  of  Custom-house  officers.  In  the 
case  of  Las  Cases,  the  papers  were  never 
examined :  in  the  case  on  De  Berenger, 
they  were  made  use  of  to  convict  him  of  a 
misdemeanor,  but  they  were  most  illegally 
made  use  of.  He  conceived  that  this 
measure,  as  far  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
who  might  seek  to  reside  here,  was  cal- 
culated merely  to  carry  into  execution  the 
tyrannical  intentions  of  foreign  powers, 
and  that  we  were  the^  ready  agents,  the 
willing  slaves  of  those  despotic  govern- 
ments.  As  far  as  related  to  those  fo- 
reigners who  had  long  domiciled  here, 
that  large  description  of  pen<ms  who  had 
been  engaged  in  active  and  honest  pur- 
suits, of  what  crime  had  they  been  con- 
victed that  they  should  be  put  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  law?  Were  any  of 
them  to  be  driven  from  this  country  bo« 
cause  ministers  might  be  Cold  on  secret 
informalioo,  4hat  they  were  Buoaapartists 
in  their  heart-^hat  they  wished  to  over- 
throw the  dynasty  of  the  Bourbons  }  He 
begged  to  recall  to  the  recoUedion  of  the 
House  the  sound  principles  Udd  down  in 
the  speech  of  an  boA*  gemieman  (Mr.  F. 
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Dooglas)r  on  a  former  nightf— a  speech, 
indeed,  which  had  remained  unanswered*^— 
a  speech  which  the  noble  lord  opposite 
had  deemed  unworthy  of  reply---but  a 

Seech  which  he  ^sir  S.  RomiUv)  coosi-> 
red  to  be  one  ot  the  most  able  and  ef* 
fective  speeches  that  had  ever  been  heard 
within  the  walls  of  that  House.  It  was 
said,  that  if  these  powers  were  to  be 
granted,  they  could  not  be  in  better  baode 
than  in  those  of  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department  (lord  Sid'* 
mouth.)  Sir  Samuel  said,  he  was  against 
tyranny  in  any  hands.  It  was  not  his 
business  to  pay  compliments  to  any  man 
and  therefore  he  said  that  he  thought 
these  powers  in  very  bad  hands.  He  re? 
spected  the  private  character  of  that 
noble  lord ;  he  was  ready  to  acknowledffo 
his  integrity  and  worth  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual ;  but  the  noble  lord  now  stood  be- 
fore them  as  a  public  man,  and  in  that 
character  he  could  not  give  him  any  ap- 
probation. He  had  never  seen  in  him 
any  regard  for  liberty ;  be  had  never  wit* 
nessed  in  that  noble  lord  any  veneration 
or  respect  fi>r  the  good  sound  princifdes 
of  our  recorded  constitution.  When  he 
considered  the  manner  in  which  the  noble 
lord  had  suspended  the  Habeas  Cornoi 
act;  when  he  reflected  on  his  refiisaito 
hear  the  petitions  of  the  unfortunate  pec- 
sons  who  had  been  imprisoned  under  that 
suspension ;  when  he  rememberedi  that, 
after  all,  he  had  sought  to  cover  the  acta 
of  himself  and  his  cofieagues  by  a  bill  oi 
indemnity,  founded  on  the  report  of  a 
secret  committee  chosen  by  themselves, 
and  furnished  only  with  suoi  evidence  as 
they  chose  to  adduce,  there  was  no  nuns 
in  whose  hands  he  should  be  more  unwil- 
ling to  intrust  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  alien  bill.  Let  the  House,  too,  re* 
member,  that  his  majesty's  miaistera  had 
on  all  occasions  renised  an  inquiry  mto 
the  manner  in  whidi  those  powers  had 
been  exercised.  This  was  a  most  fiital 
blow  to  the  character  of  this  country ;  aad^ 
he  could  not  but  reflectt  that  when  we 
should  have  lost  all  our  liberties,  we  should 
not  even  havs  the  compassion  of  any  aa< 
tion  in  the  world,  because  it  would  be 
said,  thata  people  who  were  so  regardless 
of  thelfterties'of  odiersdid  not  deserve 
tocn|oytiheir  own.  TLoud  cheering.! 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copky  sakl,  he  could  not 
allow  this  question  to  go  to  the  TOte  with« 
out  ofiering  a  few  oEsenrations  upon  it, 
as  he  ccmaiMred  it  one  of  grest  impoitaQce 
So  the  country.    la  takmg  die  subject  be* 
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forethett  into  cdBrfdeniUoa,  thejriiould 
iaqvire  whether  the  Alien  bill  was  an  in- 
fUngement  of  the  domestic  policy  of  the 
country  ^  or  whether,  by  its  aaoplion,  thej 
would  depart  fVom  the  constitution  of  their 
ancestors?    For  this  purpose,   it  would 
also  be  necessary  to  see  what  the  conse- 
quences of  not  carrying  the  bill  might  be. 
It  was  stated,  that  a  power  of  sending  fo- 
reigners out  of  the  country  was  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  rest  in  the  go- 
vernment.   If  this  was  to  be  the  case,  then 
there  was  no  power  by  which  an  influx  of 
feeigners,  however  great  that  influx  might 
be,  could  be  prevented.    Then  the  ques* 
tiott  arbse  as  to  what  was  likdy  to  be  the 
consequence  of  not  passing  Uits  bill,^  and 
wiiat  ciescription  of  persons  were  likely  to 
be  introduced  into  the  country  in  its  ab- 
sence?   He  wished  to  meet  the  question 
fiiirly  and  broadly,  and  should  state,  that 
by  refecting  such  a  measure,  they  opened 
a  door  by  which  all  persons  who  might  be 
exiled  firom  the  continent,  either  for  the 
infamy  of  their  conduct,  or  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  their  politics,  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted mto  this  country— 'and  tiiis  was  to 
be  done  without  giving  government  anv 
power  by  which  the  admtssfon  of  such 
persons  could  be  regulated,  or  their  evil 
practices  pdt  an  end  to.    Let  the  House 
examine,  for  a  moment,  what  sort  of  per- 
sons they  were  about  to  admit  if  they  re- 
fected the  bill.    They  were  about  to  har- 
bour in  this  country  a  set  of  persons  firom 
the  continent,  who  were  educated  in,  and 
who  had  supported,  all  the  horrors  of  the 
Frendi  revolution;  persons,   who  were 
Bkely  to  extend  in  this  couritnr  that  in- 
flamed and  turbulent  spirit  by  which  they 
themselves  were  actuated;  persons  who 
did  not  possess  either  morality  or  prin- 
ciple, and  who  could  not  be  expected  to 
respect  those  oualities  in   this  country 
[Hearl  from  tue  opposition].    He  was 
expressing  the  opinions  which  he  felt  on 
the  <{uestion,  and  was  aware  that  those 
opinions  were  not  acceptable  to  some  hon. 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House— 
rioud  cries  of  Hear,  hear !  from  all  si^es]. 
He  should  repeat,  that  he  expressed  him- 
self as  he  felt  on  the  subject ;  and  in  doing 
so,  he  should  not  be  disturbed  by  any 
clamour  which  might  be  raised  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  as  there  was  not 
one  who  knew  him  but  was  aware,  that  the 
observations  which  he  made  were  the  re» 
sidt  of  his  conviction  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct whidi  ought  to  be  pursued  on  the 
present  occasion.  IfnoAJienbillexiited, 
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there  mightj  and  probably  would,  be  an 
influx  into  this  country  of  that  class  of  per^ 
sons  to  which  he  alluded.  He  knew  that 
the  great  tnass  of  the  English  populatiofi 
were  well  aflfected  to  the  laws  and  the  coi^ 
stttutionof  the  country;  but  the  House 
wasAwaro — and  if  not,  their  eyes  roust  be 
shut^^that  there  still  existed  in  England 
a  sufficient  number  of  disaffected  pei^ons 
to  disturb  its  quiet ;  a  set  of  peiiM>ns  who, 
possessing  the  will  to  disturn  the  public 
peace,  might,  by  such  a  junction  as  that 
of  a  set  of  disaffected  foreignehl,  be  sttmtt- 
lated  to  acts  of  outrage  and  disturbftncte. 
It  was  known  that  those  disaffected  per- 
sons, most  likely  to  seek  shelter  here, 
were  men  who  had  a  natural  aversion  to 
England ;  persons  who,  from  their  earliest 
age,  wene  impressed  with  a  wish  to  over- 

Eower  this  countrv;  and  he  was  not  to 
azudous  a  poKtician  as  to  throw  a  quAiN 
tity  of  combustible  matter  into  the  coun>- 
try,  in  order  to  see  how  much  we  could 
besr  without  exploding.    He  did  not  wish 
to  make  the  experiment  as  to  the  quan* 
tity  of  poison  which  the  body  could  inhalb 
without  destroying  the  constitution.    It 
was   imperative   on  this  country  to  be 
cautious  how  they  made  themselves  the 
theatre  of  action,  by  which  other  states 
might  be  injured,  and  b^  which  the  cott^ 
stitution  itself  might  be  finally  overturned. 
It  had  been  found  necessary  to  guard  the 
Internal  peace  of  the  country  against  dis- 
turbances— why  not  the  external  also  i    If 
foreigners  were  to  have  fVee  egress  into 
England,  without  vesting  goveroment  with 
a  power  to  removte  them,  they  would  be 
Mmctfobing  attacks  on  other  states,  and 
embroiling  themselves  in  quarrels,  in  which 
they  had  no  right  to  interfere.    It  haA 
been  said,  that  there  was  no  cause  which* 
made  such  a  bill  necessary,  and  that  thd 
fears  entertained  on  the  subject  were  chi- 
merical and  absurd ;  but  it  was  Impossible 
not  to  recollect,  that  the  same  language 
had  been  used  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  in  1816 ;  and  notwithstanding  that^ 
they  saw  what  had  happened  since  that 
period.    It  was  so  fully  in  their  recollec- 
tion, that  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
repeat  it;  indeed,  he  should  not  have  al- 
luded to  it  at  all,  were  it  not  to  show  that 
the  prophecies  of  the  hon.  members  whd 
now,  as  well  as  in  1816,  opposed  the  bill, 
were  not  to  be  relied  on  implicitly.    la 
1793,  sitbilar  tt'guments  bad  been  used( 
but  the  oountnr,  by  not  actinff  on  those 
ak'guments^  bad  avoided  all  tne  honwi 
Into  which  Ihey  would  otherwise*  fasTd 
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enter  his  protest  against  the  attack  iipcm 
those  who  had  originally  passed  the  Sep- 
tennial bill;  although  he  would  allow 
that  nothing  but  an  overruling  necessity 
could  justify  ic  The  original  measure, 
however^  and  itis  ]SttMec|Uent  continuance, 
W&r'e  t^o  separate  questions:  Convinced 
that  its  continuance  was  not  neccstary, 
after  the  circamtftances  that  called  it  forth 
had  passed  away,  upon  that  ground  he 
would  su{>port  toe  motion. 
The  House  divided : 

Ayes  • 42 

Nocd   117 

Majority  against  the  motion  — 75 
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List  of  the 

Altborp,  vise. 
Brougham,.  Henry 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bennet,  hun.  H.  0. 
Barnett,  Jamek 
Brat)d,  hon.  T. 
Baker,  J. 
Cakraft,  John 
Cochrane,  lord 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Campbell,  gen. 
Calvert,  Cbas. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Fersusson,  sir  R.  C. 
GaskelL  Benjamin 
Howorthy  H. 
Heaihcote,  sir  O. 
Uornbv,  Bdward 
Leibon.  su-  Wm. 
Lookhart,  J.  J. 
Langton,  Gore 
leievre,  C.  S. 
Martin,  J. 


Minority. 

Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
NorlB,  Dudley 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Ossul^tony  lord 
Proby,  hoh.  capt. 
Parnell,  sirH. 
Bov»ley,  sir  W. 
Randiffe,  lord 
Ridley,  sir.  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Stanley,  lord 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  J. 
Sharp,  Richard 
Seftob,  lord 
Tierney,  rt.  hoA.  6. 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Wood,  alcferroan 

TELLERS. 

Heron,  sir  Robt. 
Grant,  J.  t. 


Aliek  BtLL.^  The  order  of  the  day 
was  read  for  gomg  into  a  committee  on 
this  Bill.  On  me  motion,  that  the  Speaker 
do  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Bennet  took  that  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  objectfoti  to  the  tneasure, 
deeming  its  enactment  inconsistent  with  the 
honour,  the  dignity,  and  thefireedom  of  the 
country.  He  animlidverted  upon  the  si- 
lence of  the  ministers  and  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  on  a  former  evening,  when  the 
principle  of  this  bill  was  wider  discussion^ 
and  when  the  House  had  heard  three  able 
apeecliea  against  it,  which  apeeches, 
through  the  system  of  publishing  the  De- 
bates of  that  House,  which,  rtiank  God ! 
^existed,  were  now  universally  circulated 
throughout  the  country.  Those  speeches 
liad  made  a  strong  impression  upon  the 
public  mind ;  and  yet  mihistera  seetiied 
f  till  Indisposed  to  offer  any  argument  in 
auppdrt  ol  thik   extraordinary  measure. 


That  tUence  was  the  more  Aorprising,  ag 
ministers  had«  in  fiict,  adduced  nothW  m 
support  of  the  bill,  but  a  document  from 
which  they  would  have  the  House  to 
conclude  that  they  hAd  not  abused  the 
powers  created  by  the  law  which  thig 
bill  proposed  to  continue,  because  thertf 
were,  forsooth,  five  or  six  persons  whom 
they  had  hot  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
trjj  although  they  had  the  power  of  $o 
doing.  But  it  was  knowu,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  disturbances  at  Cadiz,  some 
years  ago,  an  authentic  t>Aper  was  shown, 
stating  that  no  one  #as  to  nave  a  passport 
from  our  ministers  who  had  not  pre^ously 
obtained  a  passport  from  his  own  govern^ 
ment.  Thus  it  isppeared,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  this  law  depenlied,  iu  a  great  mea- 
sure, upon  the  will  of  other  states.  Yet 
h^  understood  It  was  not  unusual  for  a 
foreigner,  before  he  applied  for  a  paasporf 
to  hid  own  goverttment,  to  have  applica- 
tion made  here,  to  Ihnow  whether,  if  he 
'daihe  to  this  coUHtry,  he  would  be  allowed 
to  reifi^ta.  But  be  Would  ask  ministers^ 
when  they  undertook  to  decide  upon  the 
character  of  a  folneigtldt  to  whom  this  kw 
was  applicable,  upon  i^hat  ground  they 
decided? — whether  upon  information  Ob* 
tained  in  this  countrr,  or  on  the  other  sido 
of  the  water  >  whetner  from  spies  here  or 
there?  He  believed  this  ambassador  of 
that  power — of  which  any  foreigner  wai 
the  subject,  was  the  person  prmcipally,  it' 
not  soldy,  consulted  on  such  an  occasion. 
He  should  like  to  witness  the  examination 
of  the  board  of  inspectors  on  cases  of  this 
nature— and  to  know  whether  it  sat  at  the 
Foreign  or  at  the  Home  office.  If  at  the 
latter  particularly,  and  lord  Sidmouth  was 
a  member  of  that  board,  there  was  no  se- 
curity whatever  for  a  correct  decision; 
for  that  noble  lord  was,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  the  greatest  dupe  that  had 
ever  belonged  to  any  administratioa 
[here  there  was  a  slight  murmur  of  dis- 
approbation]. Dupe  was,  be  presumed, 
a  parliamentary  expression,  and  the 
House,  as  well  as  the  country,  had  amply 
sufficient  facts  to  justify  the  application. 
But  if  the  friends  of  the  noble  lord  were 
not  satisfied  to  have  him  considered  a 
dupe,  he  should  only  say  that  that  noble 
lord  must  then  be  called  by  a  still  harsher 
name.  For  what  was  to  be  thought  of 
that  noble  lord,  who,  in  adverting  to  such 
a  person  as  Oliver,  gravely  affirmed  that 
he  was  a  much  injured  man?  But  he 
fthoQld  like  to  sefe  the  board  of  inspectora 
ha  consultation  upon  tfie  execution 
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8Ct»  witl^  no  doubt,  fom^  foreign  lunbai- 
tadors  betide  them,  enffaged,  toad-Ukej 
—to  use  the  figure  of  tbe  poet—- in  spit* 
ting  the  venom  of  legitimacy  into  the  ears 
of  our  governmenty  and  thu9  endeavouring 
to  prevent  this  country  from  being  what 
it  was  in  better  times,  the  asylum  of  per- 
secuted men.  The  hon.  member  ridiculed 
the  idea  that  any  danger  could  arise  to 
this  country  from  the  presence  of  a  hand- 
ful of  foreigners.  The  state  of  the  coun« 
try  at  present  was  so  different  from  what 
it  was  m  1792,  when  this  kw  was  origi- 
nally enacted,  that  such  an  apprehension 
was  quite  chimerical,  unless  gentlemen 
imagined  that  a  German  or  a  rrenchman 
was  likely  to  join  a  meeting  at  Spa-fields, 
with  a  view  to  address  the  mob  in  broken 
English,  upon  the  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  annual  parliaments  and  universal 
suffrage.  But  the  fact  was,  that  no  appre- 
hension of  any  domestic  danger  gave  birth 
to  this  bill.  The  real  cause  of  its  conti« 
nuance  was,  a  desire  to  please  foreign  go* 
▼ernments.  For  this  purpose  the  charac* 
ter  of  our  country  was  lowered.  It  was 
notorious  that  the  law  which  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  continue,  was  so  thought  of  on 
the  continent,  that  no  Englishman  could 
excuse  it  upon  any  other  ground  than  this, 
that  it  was  only  a  war  measure,  and  yet  it 
was  now  proposed  to  continue  it  in  peace, 
without  any  assignable  reason.  Here  the 
hon.  member  took  a  review  of  the  character 
of  those  continental  states,  which  had  ad- 
ranced  their  own  character  and  interests, 
M  well  as  benefited  humanity,  by  affording 
asylum  to  the  persecuted  advocates  w 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  instanced 
Geneva,  which  received  Vdtaire  into  its 
hospitable  bosom,   and  Holland,  which 

Sve  shelter  to  such  men  as  Erasmus  and 
k>le.  But  England  was,  in  good  ttmest 
the  most  distinguiihed  natk»i  in  the  world 
for  this  description  of  hospitality.  Her 
character  was  now,  however,  reduced  from 
that  hirii  rank.  She  was  sunk  to  a  level 
with  the  arbitrary  governments.  That 
congress  of  mighty  premise,  but  miserable 

erfbrmaooe,  at  which  the  noble  secretary 
r  foreign  affairs  played  such  a  prominent 
party  had  had  the  eftct  of  piacm^  the 
police  of  England  under  the  correctional 
police  of  foreign  governments.  He  would 
ask,  whether  the  ambassador  of  France  or 
Spain  was  not  entitled  to  require  the  exe- 
cution of  this  law  against  any  person  dis«< 
agreeable  to  the  government  of  either,  as 

Esrt  of  an  absolute  compact  [hear,  hear  I]? 
uch   a  compact  was  indeed 


by  a  4or|  of  innuendo  in  the  speeoh  of  the 
noble  lord  who  brought  forward  this  bill, 
although  its  existence  was  denied  else* 
where.  To  prove  that  the  powers  granted 
under  the  Alien  bill  had  not  been  fairly 
exercised,  he  adverted  to  the  case  of 
M.  Befort,  who,  after  a  residence  of  some 
time  in  England,  had  been  abruptly  or* 
dered  to  quit  the  country,  though  he 
was  ignorant  of  having  in  any  degree  in* 
fringed  the  law,  or  made  himself  obnoxious 
to  the  government.  As  an  English  gen* 
tleman,  anxious  for  the  honour  or  his 
country,  he  delivered  these  sentimentsi 
and  he  hoped  that  the  feeling  which  ac« 
tuated  him  would  influence  e^ery  inde* 
pendent  man  in  the  House  to  oppose  the 
measure,  as  being  unwise,  tyrannical,  and 
derogatory,  from  the  character  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  EUison  observed,  that  not  a  single 
case  of  any  abuse  of  the  powers  granted 
by  the  former  act  had  been  alleged* 
Nothing  was  nrged  but  what  the  imagina- 
tions of  honourable  members  suggested 
for  the  purpose  of  aspersing  his  majesty's 
ministers.  It  was  since  the  enactment  of 
an  alien  bill  that  our  humanity  to  foreign^ 
ers  had  been  most  conspicuoufily  displayed. 
He  had  little  knowledge  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  foreign  depart* 
ment,  but  he  thought  him  eotiUed  to  pub* 
lie  ^ntitudefor  bis  great  services,  ana  for 
bavmg  terminated  the  most  tremendous 
contest  in  which  this  country  had  been 
engaged,  by  a  glorious  and  advantageoos 
peace.  He  considered  that  roinuterf 
from  their  former  conduct  ought  to  be 
again  entrusted  with  the  powers  of  the 
proposed  measure.  No  solid  argomenl 
nad  been  brought  forward  against  the 
bill,  whilst  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  suffi* 
cient  reason  for  it,  that  it  would  exclude 
from  this  country  the  outcasts  of  every 
other. 

Mr.  Bathunt  contended,  that  no  new 
considerations  had  been  urgetl  in  tiie 
course  of  the  former  debate,  which  called 
for  any  additional  argument  in  support  of 
the  views  taken  by  those  who  proposed 
the  continuance  of  this  measure.  That 
was  the  only  cause  of  the  nlenee  observed 
on  his  side  of  the  House.  As  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  but  one  had 
mtroduced  one  or  two  topics  which  had 
not  been  before  dwelt  upon,  there  was  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  ministers  to 
enter  farther  into  the  discussion.  He 
thought  the  circumstance  of  there  being 
no  puoe  of  refuge  for  emigrant  foreigners 
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in  other  countrtef,  was  a  reason  rather 
for  passing  this  bUl  than  against  it.  It 
was  not  pointed  against  the  admission  of 
the  peaceful  artisan,  or  of  persons  perse* 
cuted  for  their  religious  opinions — the 
description  which  applied  to  the  ancestors 
of  those  honourable  members  who  had 
done  themselves  so  much  credit  by  the 
feelings  which  that  recollection  inspired. 
The  House  must  be  aware  that  it  was 
against  persons,  of  a  very  different  charac- 
ter that  the  precautions  of  this  measure 
were  provided*  He  contended  that  the 
execution  of  the  act  had  been  universally 
confined  to  protect  the  safety  of  this 
country,  and  that  it  had  never  been  put 
in  force  on  the  representation  of  any 
foreign  government.  The  person  who 
had  been  alluded  to  as  having  been  sent 
out  of  this  country  under  the  provisions 
of  this  statute,  came  to  England  in  the 
year  1807*  He  was  then  a  dealer  in  pic- 
tures. In  1811  he  applied  for  a  passport 
to  go  abroad,  when  he  was  told  that,  if  he 
went,  he  most  not  return  during  the  war. 
He  thought  proper,  however,  to  return ; 
and  from  information  that  was  afterwards 
received  respecting  his  conduct,  he  was 
.  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The  fact 
was,  that  he  first  of  all  returned,  and 
while  he  was  here  from  1812  to  181S, 
information  was  given  by  different  persons, 
representing  him  to  be  engaged  in  impro- 
per objects.  He  was  accordingly  removed 
from  the  country  in  1814,  on  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  that  he  could  not  be 
permitted  to  remain.  It  would  not  "be 
proper  for  him  to  mention  the  specific 
grounds  on  which  that  person  was  sent 
away ;  but  he  would  state,  that  a  paper 
was  found  in  his  baggage  which  complete- 
ly established  the  necessity  of  sending 
mm  out  of  the  country.  Upon  the  whole, 
lie  felt  confident  that  the  House  would 
agree  in  the  policy  of  continuing  this  act, 
until  the  spirit  of  the  French  revolution 
had  evaporated,  and  until  this  country 
could  be  rendered  secure  against  the  de- 
siffns  of  a  disaffected  and  dangerous  class 
of  persons,  who  were  continually  plotting 
the  overthrow  of  all  governments,  and  the 
subveriion  of  all  order  in  society,  and  who 
thought  it  most  convenient  to  repair  to 
this  country,  violating  its  laws,  and  abus- 
ing its  hospitality,  until  their  plans  were 
inatured  and  ready  to  be  put  into  execu- 
tion. Men  of  sound  principles,  and  of 
peaceable  habits,  would  have  nothing  to 
dread  from  the  existence  of  diese  powers 
ia  the  hands  of  bis  majesty's  ministers ; 
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but  it  would  deter  bad  men  firon  coming 
to  this  country,  when  they  knew  that  they 
would  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  it. 

Mr.  LytieUon  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  did  not  think  proper  to  state 
the  specific  grounds  on  which  the  person 
in  question  had  been  sent  away,  he  had 
at  least  admitted  that  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  removed  did  not  consist  in 
that  correspondence  which  was  found  in 
his  baggage.  The  foreigner  said  that  he 
underwent  the  most  strict  exaroinatioop 
and  that  nothing  was  discovered  to  render 
him  liable  to  suspicion.  He  had  not  had 
the  means  of  verifying  the  truth  of  his 
assertions,  and  now  he  had  only  to  set 
against  them  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  gentlenian.  To  that  statement  he 
was  sincerely  disposed  to  give  every  de* 
gree  of  credit ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
must  add,  that  he  thought  the  proceedings 
in  the  (ase  of  M.  Befort  tended  to  illus*- 
trate  the  vicious  consequences  of  bills  of 
this  sort.  He  had  been  sent  out  of  this 
land  of  freedom — this  asylum,  as  it  once 
had  been,  for  the  persecuted  of  all  other 
countries,  without  any  satisfactory  account 
being  given  to  the  public;  he -had  had 
only  six  days  allowed  him  for  packing  up 
his  goods,  relinquishing  his  interests,  and 
leaving  the  country.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  person  would 
be  sent  out  of  this  country  except  for 
plots  against  the  state ;  but,  on  a  former 
night,  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  C.  Grant) 
had  declared,  that  there  was  something  in 
the  a&irs  of  Europe  which  rendered  it 
necessary  that  we  should  keep  our  eyes 
on  foreigners,  lest  men  who  should  medi- 
tate a  revolution  in  France  should  find  an 
asylum  here  to  carry  on  their  plots.  As 
far  as  the  fact  went  of  half  a  dozen  persons 
being  sent  out  of  the  country,  this  mea- 
sure would  not  bear  the  smallest  test; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  showed  the 
intolerant  spirit  of  the  British  ministers. 
Let  the  House  bear  in  mind,  not  only  the 
number  of  men  who  might  be  sent  out  of 
the  country,  but  the  number  of  those  who 
might  be  intimidated  while  they  remained. 
The  total  number  of  foreigners  who  were 
here  engaged  in  honest  and  industrious 
habits,  beneficial  not  only  to  themselveSi 
but  to  the  public  in  general,  was,  he  be- 
lieved, not  less  than  SOjOOO.  Let  the 
House,  then,  consider  the  alarm  and 
terror  with  which  that  large  body  of  per* 
sons  must  be  continiully  agitated  by  this^ 
odious  measure.  It  was,  in  itself,  not 
only  a  de^tic  power,  unworthy  of  the 
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times  in  whidi  we.liTed,  and  hostile  to 
the  spirit  of  libert3r»  more  particularly  to 
the  hberties  of  this  free  country;  but  a 
power  into  which  no  inquiry  had  been 
institutedt  and  into  which,  in  the  present 
temper  of  this  House,  no  inquiry  was 
likely  to  be  instituted.  It  was  a  measure 
ungularly  hostile  to  the  character,  and 
injurious  to  the  interests,  of  the  country. 
Hb  opinion  of  its  unconstitutional  and 
unjust  character  remained  unchanged, 
convinced  as  he  was,  that  whenever  a 
crisis  presented  itself  when  the  public 
character  of  nations  might  be  influential, 
this  measure  would  be  found  to  prove 
most  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain.    . 

Sir   Samuel   RomiUy  remarked,    that 
there  had  been  nothing  stated  in  support 
of  this  bill,  except  what  the  House  had 
this  night  heard  from  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  and  the  observations  on  a 
former  night  of  a  lord  of  the  Treasury, 
in  which  there  was  much  more  of  elo* 
quence  tlisn  of  convincing  arnument  and 
feasoning.    He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
course  which  his  majesty's  ministers  had 
thought  proper  to  adopt  on  this  occasion  ; 
they  icoew  that  their  strength  consisted, 
not  in  speaking,  but  in  voting.     He  hoped 
the  House,  however,  would  consider,  that 
those  on  his  side  who  resisted  this  mea- 
surCt  were  speaking  on  the  behalf,  and  for 
the  protection  of  persons  who  had   no 
representatives  in    that    House.    There 
were  two  classes  of  persons  to  be  affected 
by  this  bill :  one  class  was,  the  foreigners 
wno  might  seek  an  asylum  in  this  country, 
the  other,  the  foreigners  who  had  settled 
amonffst  us,  and  had  become  a  part  of 
ourselves.    As  far  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
vHio  might  come  to  reside  in  this  country, 
it  was  to  be  considered  on  far  different 
grounds  than  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
who  had  long  domiciled  here.    In   all 
that  had  been  said  on  this  subject  by  the 
other  side,  it  was  manifest,  tliat  the  exe« 
cntive  government  could  act  only  on  the 
■nggestion  of  foreign  powers  in  preventing 
individaals  from  coming  here ;  for  whether 
they  came  from  France,  from  the  Nether- 
lands, or  from  other  places,  how  could 
tiiej  guard  themselves  against  such  per- 
sons, but  by  listening  to  the  representa- 
tions of  foreign  ministers?      So  that  a 
penon  who  was  endeavouring  to  shelter 
nimself  here  from  religious  or  political 
persecution,  from  the  terrors  of  the  holy 
inqoisition,  the  tyranny  of  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  or  the  despotism  of  acme  other 
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government  that  we  had  established  on  the 
ruins  of  the  free  and  independent  states 
of  Europe,  must  be  deprived  of  an  asylum, 
on  the  statements  made  to  thb  govern^ 
ment  by  their  own  persecutors  and  ene« 
mies.    In  all  these  cases  ministers  would 
act  implicitly  on  those   representations; 
and   under  that  influence,  the  unhappy 
i  victims  of  despotism  snd  oppression  would 
be  driven  back  from  our  shores.      The 
hon.  gentleman  hsd  said,  that  this  mea- 
sure was  intended  only  as  a  prevention 
against  dangerous  persons;  but  by  this 
he  meant,  as  it  appeared,  persons  who  had 
worshipped  the  goddess  or  Reason  at  one 
time,  and  afterwards  worshipped  Napoleon 
Buonaparte.    It   was    originally    stated, 
that  this  bill  was  to  continue  in  force  for 
two  years  only ;  but  the  right  hon.  gen*' 
tleman  had  that  night  said  that  it  was  to 
continue  till  the  principles  of  the  French 
revolution  had  evaporated^that  was,  tilt 
the  whole  race  of  Buonaparte  was  extinct 
—till  all  those  persons  had  expired  who 
were  supposed  to  entertain  any  friendly 
disposition  to  that  family.    It  was  said 
that  it  was  a  measure  directed  only  against 
bad  men.    He  admitted,  that  if  his  ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  to  know  the  real 
stste  of  the  case,  they  would  not  put  it  in 
force  against  good  men ;  but  the  evil  waa 
that  they  proceeded  on  secret  informa- 
tions.   When  a  person  was  brought  before 
them,  the  same  course  was  pursued  aa 
before  the  grand  inouisitor.    In  Spain,  be 
was  asked,  without  Knowing  any  thing  of 
the  specific  charges  against  him,  whether 
there  was  nothing  which  he   liad   said 
against  tlie  orthodox   principles   of   the 
Catholic  religion,  and  the  man  was  left  te 
ponder  in  his  mind  what  he  could  have 
said.    So,  in  this  country,  after  this  bill, 
should  be  passed,  the  unfortunate  indivi- 
dual would  be  asked.  Had  he  said  nothing 
against  the  doctrine  of  leeitiroate  govern-^ 
ments— had  be  mentioned  nothing  against 
the  family  on  the  throne  I     Did  any  one 
really  suppose  that  the  unfortunate  fo- 
reigners who  might  seek  an  asylum  in  this 
country  could  be  safe  under  the  exercise 
of  such  powers  ?  Did  any  one  believe  that 
if  the  ministers  of  Charles  2nd  and  James- 
2nd  had  been  invested  with  similar  autho- 
rity, those  monarchs  would  have  ha4  their 
eyes  o&nded  by  the  crowd  of  Ptotestanta 
who  fled  to  this  country  for  protection  ? 
No;  if  the  same  powers  had  existed  io^ 
those  times,  the  persecuted  Protestanta 
would  not  have  ventured  to  seek  an  asy^ 
lum  in  England;  but  they  came  hither^ 
(8G) 
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becaiiie  they  celted  onwhaf  they  knew  to 
be  the  constitution  of  this  country;  they 
relied  on  the  characteri  the  hosfiitalityy 
the  public  law  of  the  country.  li  had 
been  said,  that  more  protection  had  been 
flhown  to  foreigners  during  the  last  five 
and  twenty  year8>  than  at  any  former 
period.  This,  he  would  boldly  affirm,  was 
a  false  statement  of  history.  It  was 
utterly  false  to  say,  that  more  protection 
bad  been  shown  to  persecuted  individuals 
in  the  last  twenty-five  years,  than  during 
the  reigns  of  James  1st  and  Charles  Ist, 
Charles  2nd  and  James  2nd.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  the  paper 
allud^  to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Befort  was 
&und  among  bis  baggage,  just  as  he  was 
about  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country.  Now 
it  might  not  be  difficult  to  explain  how  it 
came  (here. 

Mr.  Baihurst  begged  to  explain.  He 
believed  the  fact  was,  that  the  Custom- 
house officers  thought  it  their  duty  to 
examine  the  articles  which  the  individual 
in  question  wished  to  take  with  him,  and 
in  doing  so,  they  had  discovered  that 
paper. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  thanked  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  this  explanation.  It 
seemed,  then,  that  the  paper  was  not 
sought  for,  but  merely  discovered  in 
searching  the  bsggage,  and  certainly  it 
would  not  be  fit  to  say  much  against  the 
delicacy  of  Custom4iou8e  officers.  In  the 
case  of  Las  Cases,  the  papers  were  never 
examined :  in  the  case  oif  De  Berenger, 
they  were  made  use  of  to  convict  him  of  a 
misdemeanor,  but  they  were  most  illegally 
made  use  of.  He  conceived  that  this 
measure,  as  far  as  it  related  to  foreigners 
who  might  seek  to  reside  here,  was  cal- 
culated merely  to  carry  into  execution  the 
tyrannical  intentions  of  foreign  powers, 
and  that  we  were  the^  ready  agents,  the 
willing  slaves  of  those  despotic  govern- 
ments. As  far  as  related  to  those  fo- 
reigners who  had  long  domiciled  here, 
that  large  description  of  penons  who  had 
been  engaged  in  active  and  honest  pur- 
■uits,  of  what  crime  had  they  been  con- 
▼icted  that  they  ahouid  he  put  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  law?  Were  any  of 
them  to  be  driven  from  this  country  bo- 
cause  ministers  might  be  told  on  secret 
information,  4hat  they  were  Buonapartists 
In  their  heart— 4hat  they  wished  to  over- 
throw the  dynasty  of  the  Bourbons  ?  He 
begged  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House  the  sound  princii^es  laid  down  in 
the  epeech  of  an  haa.gendeman  (Mr.  F. 
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Douglas)^  on  a  former  nighti— a  speeeb, 
indeed,  which  had  remained  unanswered*^ 
a  speech  which  the  noble  lord  opposite 
had  deemed  unworthy  of  reply-r-but  a 
speech  which  he  ^sir  S.  RomiUv)  const-* 
oered  to  be  one  oi  the  most  able  and  ef- 
fective speeches  that  had  ever  been  heard 
within  the  walls  of  that  House.    It  waa 
said,  that  if  these  powers  were  to  be 
granted,  they  could  not  be  in  better  handa 
than  in  those  of  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  for  the  home  department  (lord  Sid«* 
mouth.)     Sir  Samuel  said,  he  was  against 
tyranny  in  any  hands.    It  was  not  hia 
business  to  pay  compliments  to  any  man 
and  therefore  he  said  that  he  thought 
these  powers  in  very  bad  hands.    He  re? 
spected  the   private   character   of  that 
noble  lord ;  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge 
his  integrity  and  worth  as  a  private  incu- 
vidual ;  but  the  noble  lord  now  atood  be- 
fore them  as  a  public  man,  and  in  that 
character  he  could  not  give  him  any  ap^ 
probation.    He  had  never  seen  in  him 
any  regard  for  liberty ;  be  had  never  wit- 
nessed in  that  noble  lord  any  veneration 
or  respect  for  the  good  sound  principlea 
of  our  recorded  constitution.    When  he 
considered  the  manner  in  whidi  the  noble 
lord  had  suspended  the  Habeas  Cornua 
act ;  when  he  reflected  on  his  refusal  to 
hear  the  petitions  of  the  unfortunate  per- 
sons who  had  been  imprisoned  under  that 
suspension ;  when  he  remembered,  that, 
after  all,  he  had  sought  to  cover  the  acta 
of  himself  and  his  coBeagues  by  a  bill  of 
indemnity,  founded  on  the  report  of  ^ 
secret  committee  chosen  by  themselves^ 
and  furoiflhed  only  with  sucn  evidence  aa 
they  chose  to  adduce,  there  was  no  nam 
in  whose  hands  he  should  be  more  unwil- 
ling to  intrust  the  exercise  of  the  powem 
of  the  alien  bill.    Let  the  House,  too,  re- 
member, that  his  majesty's  ministeia  had 
on  all  occasions  renised  an  inquiry  into 
the  manner  in  which  those  powers  bad 
been  exercised.    This  was  a  moa  firtal 
blow  to  the  character  of  this  countrv ;  and^ 
he  could  not  but  reflect,  that  when  we 
should  have  lost  all  our  libsorties,  we  should 
not  even  have  the  compassion  of  anjr  n»* 
tion  in  the  world,  because  it  would  Iks 
said,  thata  people  who  were  so  regardleas 
of  the  H)erties*  of  others  did  not  deserve 
to  en|oy  their  own.  TLoud  cheering.! 

Mr.  Serjeant  Copley  said,  he  cotnd  not 
allow  this  question  to  ao  to  the  rote  with« 
out  offerinff  a  few  oosenrations  upon  it, 
aa  he  oonsiMred  it  one  of  groat  ianMNrtsi^oe 
txi  the  country.    IntakmgtheiuDjectfoe" 
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fore  thett  into  eburidBration,  they  riiould 
iaqnire  whether  the  Alien  bill  was  an  in- 
flingement  of  the  domestic  policy  of  the 
country  ^  or  whether,  by  its  adoption,  they 
would  depart  (torn  the  constitution  of  their 
ancestors?    For  this  purpose,   it  would 
also  be  necessary  to  see  what  the  conse- 
quences of  not  carrying  the  bill  might  be. 
It  was  stated,  that  a  power  of  sending  fo- 
reigners out  of  the  country  was  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  rest  in  the  go- 
vernment.   If  this  was  to  be  the  case,  then 
there  was  no  power  by  which  an  influx  of 
foeigners,  howerer  great  that  influx  might 
boi  could  be  prevented.    Then  the  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  what  was  likdy  to  be  the 
consequence  of  not  passing  this  billr  and 
what  description  of  persons  were  likely  to 
be  introduced  into  the  country  in  its  ab- 
sence?   He  wished  to  meet  the  question 
fairly  and  broadly,  and  should  state,  that 
by  rejecting  such  a  measure,  they  opened 
a  door  by  which  all  persons  who  might  be 
exiled  from  the  continent,  either  for  the 
mCsmy  of  their  conduct,  or  the  dangerous 
tendency  of  their  politics,  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted mto  this  country— 'and  this  was  to 
be  done  without  gtviog  government  any 
power  by  which  the  admission  of  such 
persons  could  be  regulated,  or  their  evil 
practices  pot  an  end  to.    Let  the  House 
ensnine,  for  a  moment,  what  sort  of  per- 
•ons  they  were  sbout  to  admit  if  they  re- 
jected the  bin.    They  were  about  to  har- 
bour in  this  country  a  set  of  persons  from 
die  continent,  who  were  educated  in,  and 
who  had  supported,  all  the  horrors  of  the 
Frendi  revolution;  persons,    who  were 
likely  to  extend  in  this  country  that  in- 
flamed and  turbulent  spirit  by  which  they 
themselves  were  actuated ;  persons  who 
did  not  possess  either  morality  or  prin- 
ciple, ana  who  could  not  be  expected  to 
respect  those  oualtties  in   this  country 
[Hear!  firom  tlie  oppondon].    He  was 
expressing  the  opinions  which  he  felt  on 
the  <]uestion,  mnd  was  aware  that  those 
opinions  were  not  acceptable  to  some  hon. 
mtaibers  on  the  other  side  of  the  House-* 
rioud  cries  of  Hear,  hear !  from  all  si^Jles]. 
He  should  repeat,  that  he  expressed  him- 
sdf  as  he  felt  on  the  subject ;  and  in  doing 
so,  he  should  not  be  disturbed  by  any 
clamour  which  might  be  raised  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  as  there  was  not 
one  who  knew  him  but  was  aware,  that  the 
observations  which  he  made  were  the  re* 
iuK  of  his  conviction  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  ought  to  be  pursued  on  ^e 
present  occasion.  If  no  Alien  bill  eziatod, 


there  might,  and  probably  wouM,  be  an 
influx  into  this  country  of  tnat  class  of  per» 
sons  to  which  he  alluded.    He  knew  that 
the  great  tnass  of  the  English  popuhition 
were  wdl  affected  to  the  laws  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country ;  but  the  House 
wasikware — and  if  not,  their  eyes  must  be 
shut— that  there  still  existed  in  England 
a  sufficient  number  of  disaffectled  persons 
to  disturb  its  quiet ;  a  set  of  persons  who, 
possessing  the  will  to  disturb  the  puUie 
peace,  might,  by  such  a  junction  as  that 
of  a  set  of  disaffected  foreigners,  be  stimtc- 
lated  to  acts  of  outrage  and  disturbance. 
It  was  known  that  those  disaffected  pei^ 
sons,  most  likely  to  seek  shelter  hero, 
were  men  who  had  a  natural  aversion  to 
England ;  persons  who,  from  their  eariiest 
age,  were  impressed  with  a  wish  to  over- 
power this  countrjr;  and  he  was  not  to 
baxvdous  a  politiciao  as  to  throw  a  quto* 
tity  of  combustible  matter  into  the  cotrtt' 
try,  in  order  to  see  how  much  we  could 
hitar  without  exploding.    He  did  not  wish 
to  make  the  experiment  as  to  the  quan- 
tity of  poison  which  the  body  could  inhalb 
without  destroying  the  constitution.    It 
was   imperative   on  this  country  to  be 
cautious  how  they  made  themselves  the 
theatte  of  action,  by  which  other  states 
might  be  injured,  and  by  which  the  con^ 
stkution  itself  might  be  mially  overturned. 
It  had  been  found  necessary  to  gaard  the 
internal  peace  of  the  country  against  dis« 
turbances — why  not  the  external  also  ?    If 
foreigners  were  to  have  iree  egress  into 
England,  without  vesting  government  with 
a  power  to  remove  them,  they  would  bO 
sanctioning  attacks  on  other  states,  and 
embroiling  themselves  in  quarrels,  in  which 
they  had  no  right  to  interfere.    It  htA 
been  said,  that  there  was  no  cause  which 
made  such  a  bill  necessary,  and  that  the 
fears  entertained  on  the  subject  were  chi- 
merical and  absurd ;  but  it  was  impossible 
not  to  recollect,  that  the  same  language 
had  been  used  on  the  other  side  of  too 
House  in  1816;  and  notwithstanding  that^ 
they  saw  what  had  happened  since  that 
period.    It  was  so  fully  in  their  recoliec^ 
tion,  that  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
repeat  it;  indeed,  he  should  not  have  al- 
luded to  it  at  all,  were  it  not  to  show  that 
the  prophecies  of  the  hon.  members  who 
now,  as  well  as  in  1816,  opposed  the  bill, 
were  not  to  be  relied  on  implicitly.    In 
1793,  similar  arguments  had  been  usedt 
but  the  country,  by  not  actinff  on  those 
arguments^  bad  avoided  all  the  horror> 
Into  which  they  would  otherwise*  have 
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been  phrnged,  bb  a  neighbouring  country 
had  been.    An  observation  had  l^n  made 
which   he   felt  it  necessary  to  notice; 
munely,  that  the  adoption  of  the  present 
ni^ure  would  be  a  departure  from  the 
^ancient  principles  of  the  constitution.    On 
this  subject  he  should  say  a  few  words, 
.and  he  should. state»  that  the  arguments 
jon  this  point  had  been  pressed  with  an  in* 
^enuity  and  talent  calculated  to  make  a 
atrong  impression  in   its  favour  at  first 
"view,  but  which  could  not  be  maintained 
on  a  cool  inquiry  into  the  subject.    It  had 
been  said  that  the  measure  had  a  tendency 
to  contravene  the  law,  and  that  it  had  its 
rise  in  a  wish  to  accord  with  the  policy  of 
other  countries.    It  had  been  found  ne- 
cessary, to  the  peace  and  well-being  of 
this  country,  to  arm  the  executive  with 
iiuch  a  power,  and  it  was  necessary,  to  the 
fulfilment  of  its  treaties,  that  it  should  be 
jicted  upon.    But  it  was  found,  that  suffi- 
cient power  had  not  been  given  to  govem- 
meut;  and  in  1802  a  clause  was  added, 
granting  a  farther  power,  by  which  go- 
iremmeot  could  arrest  foreigners,  and  send 
them  to  their  own  countries.    How  then 
£Ould  it  be  said,  that  the  bill  contravened 
|he  law  ?    It  had  been  said,  that  if  the 
Crown  had  former! v  possessed   such   a 
power,  there  would  be  instances  found  of 
Its  having  been  exercised,  and  that  James 
2nd  would,  if  such  power  existed,  have 
^vailed  himself  of  it  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
location of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  in  order 
%o  prevent  the  crowds  of  Protestants  from 
landing  on  these  shores.    But  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  it  wi^  good  policy  of  that 
monarch  not  ^o  do  so,  thou^  the  power 
MMf  ve^ed  in  l)im ;  any  argument  on  that 
]>oint  /could  not,  therefore,  avail.    In  the 
^me  of  Henry  4>th,    there   was  an  in- 
#tanpe  pf  an  order  having  been  issued, 
poqim^nding  the  passage-keepers,  as  they 
wereca)M»  not  to  allow  the  landing  of 
jdiens  in  the  country,  until  examined.    In 
^ueen  Elizabeth's  reisn  also,  a  similar 
power  was  exercised.    In  1571,  this  power 
was  eyerpiscd  at  the  time  of  Norfolk's 
ponspir^cy^    In  157i  and  |575,    it  ap- 
peared that  foreigners  had  been  sent  from 
|he  country.     Jhis  was  matter  of  fact, 
proved  against  ^Mertion  on  tbie  other  side 
pf  the  House.    As  far  as  he  had  heard  the 
arguments  on  both  sides,  it  was  generally 
flowed,  tlmt  ^he  power  vested  iq  the  le- 
^lature.    The  question  then  was,  with 
what  part  pf  the  legislature  did  it  vest  i 
JX  appeared  clear,  that  it  must  be  in  the 
p^i^cu^rey  as  there  only  could  U  be  regu- 
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larly  exercised.  It  wai,  in  fact,  analogous 
to  difierent  other  branches  of  the  prero- 
gative.   If  a  safe  conduct  was  required,  it 
vested  with  the  Crown;  if  a  licence  of  re- 
sidence  was  to  be  ^iven,  the  Crown  had 
the  power  of  grantmg  it ;  the  bill  before 
them  then  beinff  siroibur,  ought  to  be  vest- 
ed in  the  same  nands.    The  Alien  bill  was 
net  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  vesting 
the  Crown  with  any  new  authority ;  it  only 
went  to  regulate  a  power  already  pos- 
sessed, and  to  give  efiect  to  a  branch  of 
the  prerogative,  the  existence  of  which 
was  not  disputed.    And  let  the  House 
reflect  for  a  moment,  what  operation  the 
present  bill  was  likdy  to  have.    By  that 
bill  the  alien  was  called  upon  to  sign  a  cer- 
tificate which  no  honest  man  could  refuse 
to  do,  and  then  he  was  undisturbed.    But 
the  House  was  aware  that  the  Crown  had 
the  power,  previous  to  the  bill  being  en- 
acted, of  sending  aliens  out  of  the  coun« 
try,  which  might  be  done  by  a  commoa 
law  proceeding ;  therefore  no  new  power 
was  sought  for.    Another  objection  waSf 
that  the  bill  might  operate  to  the  injury  of 
persons  not  aliens ;  but  if  this  argument 
nad  any  force  in  this  instance,  it  would 
make  against  every  existing  law,  aa  there 
was  none  by  which  it  was  not  possible  that 
innocent  persons  might  be  mjured.    If, 
however,  a  person  not  an  alien  was  brought 
within  the  operation  of  this  bill,  such  per- 
son  might  eauly  obtain  sedress  by  maxiog 
affidavit,  and  by  obtaining  a  writ  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus.    The  arguments  used  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,   were,  he  be- 
lieved, the  best  which  the  question  ad- 
mitted of;  but  they  were  such  as,  when 
canvassed,  would  be  found  not  to  oontain 
any  solidity.    This  was  his  view  of  the 
question.  The  Crown  having,  as  he  before 
obaerved,  the  power,  and  the  bill  beins 
only  to  regulate  that  power,  he  should 
certainly  support  it,  unless  it  was  proved, 
that  such  a  measure  was  not  neceasary, 
and  that  he  conceived  had  not  yet  been 
done. 

Sir  James  MaoHntoth^  although  pleased 
by  the  ipanQer,  and  gratified  by  the  dif- 
play  of  talents  so  promising  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  must 
nevertheless  enter  his  solemn  protest 
against  the  doctrines  and  principles  ^to^ 
mulgated  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  that  evening.  Those  who  m^ 
posed  the  bill  did  not  wish  to  deprive  the 
Crown  of  any  of  its  ancient  prerogativeai 
but  those  who  supported  it  wished  to  exv 
tend  them;  an  extension  which  I^Ci  aiyl 
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those  who  thought  with  him,  said  was  not 
called  for  by  uie  drcamitaDces  of  the 
times.    The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  been  compelled,  in  support  of  his 
argument,  to  resort  to  cases  that  had  oc- 
curred four  hundred  yesrs  ago,  when  the 
Crown  assumed  the  right  of  pressing  men 
on  land  for  the  army,  when  a  system  of 
villainage  and  the  writ  de  heretico  eambu" 
rendo  existed.    Such  was  the  argument 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
hai,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  adduced 
to  the  House  of  Commons.    As  to  the 
cases  dug  out  of  the  State  Paper-office 
since  the  lime  of  Elisabeth,  they  amounted 
to  nothing.    It  should  be  recoUected,  that 
Scotland  was  at  that  time  divided  on  the 
disputes  between  queen  Mary  and  her  son 
James,  and  the  law  which  sent  foreigners 
from  the  country  wss  enacted  because 
they  were  supposed   to  be  friendly  to 
Mary  queen  ot  Scots,  whom  they  consi- 
dered the  lawful  queen  of  this  country. 
He  denied  that  the  power  of  the  Crown 
to   banish    aliens   by  proclamation  was 
legal ;  and  the  best  proof  that  it  was  not 
ao,  was  that  no  one  nad  been  prosecuted 
for  refusing  obedience  to  it.    The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  asserted,  that  a 
power  existed  in  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  state  to  banish  ahens.    Yes— and 
the  hon.  and  learned  ^ntleman  might 
Jiaye  said  with  equal  justice,  that  a  power 
existed  in  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
state  to  banish  natives.     But  when  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  proceeded  to 
argue,  that  therefore  the  power  must  be 
vested  in  the  sovereign,  his  position  was 
untenable.  The  power  sometimes  assumed 
by  the  monarch  of  issuing  proclamations 
having  the  force  of  laws  hail  been  re- 
peatedly called  in  question.     Every  body 
recollected  that  lord  Mansfield,  when  a 
proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Crown 
forbidding  theexportatioif  of  grain,  called 
the  period  daring  which  that  proclama- 
tion existed,    «*  a  forty  days  tyranny," 
and  on  that  occasion  exhibited  the  smgle 
instance  in  his  life  in  which  he  was  Uie 
friend  of  liberal  and  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, while,  on  the  same  occasion,  lord 
Chatham  exhibited  the  single  insUnce  in 
his  life  in  which  he  was  their  enemy.    The 
constitution  had  provided  the  means  of 
creating  that  declaratory  power  whenever 
Becessary,  without  any  such  assumption 
0f  it  by  the  Crown.    The  hon«  and  learned 
geiuleman  had  spoken  of  the  consistency 
which  honourable  genUemen  on  bis  (sir 
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manifieated   on  the   subject     Bat  that 
cotaipliment,  or  that  sneer,  mieht  have 
been  spared ;  for  he  did  not  believe  that 
a  single  honourable  gentleman  had  taken 
a  part  in  the  discussions  on  the  present 
bill,  who  was  a  member  of  the  House  m 
1793.    At  the  same  time  he  could  assort 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  be^ 
for  one,  wonld  never  be  ashamed  to  adopt 
the  principles,  or  revere  the  memory,  of 
those  who  opposed  the  Alien  bill  in  179S. 
Whatever  posterity  might  think  of  the 
various  events  of  those  times  and  the  pre- 
sent, he  was  sure  they  would  not  say  that 
too  much  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  re» 
sistance  to  the  power  of  ihe  Crown— that 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  too 
small,  or  that  it  had  been  weakened  by 
what  had  passed  in  the  course  of  the  last 
five  and  twenty  years.    He  was  perfisctly 
at  a  loss  to  know  to  what  events  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  alluded,  as  having 
occurred  since  the  year  1816,  and  aa 
having  Msified  the  predictions  of  those 
who  opposed  the  bill  of  that  day.    What 
danger  or  alarm   had  since  arisen  firom 
aliens  I  What  had  occurred  to  induce  ua 
again  to  suspend  that  asylum  whidi  ought 
ahrays  to  exist  interdiangeably  among 
the  nations  of  Europe  for  a  vanquished 
political  party,  and  which  it  waa  formerly 
the  pride  and  the  glory  of  England  to  hold 
out  to  the  world  I  One  of  the  most  extra- 
ordinary positions  that  had  been  advanced 
in  the  course  of  the  discussions  on  thia 
subject,  and  one  than  which  be  coulil 
not  conceive  any  thing  more  pr^mant 
with  danger  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
countiy,  was,  that  we  ought  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  moral  character  of  those  who  were 
exiles  from  other  countries  on  political 
grounds.     The  consequence  of  sudi  a 
principle  would  be,  that  when  we  received 
any  exiles  from  a  foreign  country,  we 
should,  in  the  approbation  of  their  mora* 
lity,  involve  a  condemnation  of  their  own 

Svemment.  But  he  confessed  that  he 
t  ashamed  at  witnessing  the  indifference 
with  which  the  House  seemed  to  regard 
the  fate  of  these  unprotected  individuab. 
That  fate  was  viewed  with  ease,  and  even 
with  gaiety.  Nor  was  he  less  ashamed  at 
witnetsmg  the  indifierenoe  with  which  the 
House  listened  to  these  and  to  all  similar 
arguments.  For  the  honour  of  parlia«* 
ment,  he  would  no  lonser  expose  argu* 
ments  that  had  for  mir  object  the 
aupport  of  liberal  principles  to  the  con« 
tempt  and  derision  with  whidi  it  seemed 

the  wish  of  the  majority  of  that  Bouse  to 
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Ibad  diem.  Biit  lie  would  intreat  the 
Houte  to  reflect  on  what  might  be  the 
conseqaences  of  the  present  measure. 
Here  was  a  bill  to  exclude  from  this  great 
empire  three  newspapers  f  amongst  others, 
the  Yellow  Dwarf),  and  thirty-eight  exiles. 
Suppose  at  a  future  period  some  horrible 
tynmt  should  arise  on  the  contineot,  from 
whose  barbarity  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  human  beings  took  refuge  in  this  coon- 
try  ;  and  suppose  he  were  to  require  that 
we  should  gf^e  them  up ;  what  answer 
conid  our  minister  for  foreign  affiurs  (if 
ft  was  desirable,  as  it  might  be»  to  pre-* 
serve  peace),  make  to  such  a  demand? 
He  could  not,  as  lord  Liverpool  had  said 
to  M.  Otto,  or  M.  AndreoBsi,  when  the 
f^nch  government  made  a  similar  re- 
quest wiui  r^rd  to  Mr.  Peltier,  say,  and 
say  with  pride,  that  the  British  govern- 
ment had  not  the  power  to  comply  widi 
it ;  for  the  answer  would  be,  that  if  an 
^en  bill  were  passed  in  1818  to  exclude 
three  newspapers  and  S8  exiles,  surely  one 
could  be  passed  for  the  more  extensive 
purpose  then  reauired.  Suppose  the  con- 
test in  South  America  should  end  unfa- 
▼ourablv  for  the  people  (which  God 
forbid  1;  and  the  yoxe  of  superstition  and 
tVranny  should  again  be  imposed  on 
them ;  and  suppose,  aAer  the  expiration 
of  the  present  bill,  a  few  of  the  unfortu- 
nate men  who  had  been  in  vain  contend- 
ing for  the  liberties  of  their  country,  were 
to  take  refuge  in  this  country,  would  not 
Spain,  if  she  applied  to  have  them  given 
up,  have  a  right  to  say,  in  the  event  of 
our  refusal,  that  we  did  not  treat  her  as 
we  had  treated  other  powers  ?  Suppose 
those  unfortunate  gentlemen,  the  leaders 
of  the  first  Cortes  of  Spain,  who  had  been 
in  dUnffeons  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
whose  tate  had  not  been  touched  upon  in 
tiie  House  during  that  period,  because  the 
noble  lord  said  that  it  might  possibly 
render  it  more  severe,  were  to  escape 
from  those  dungeons,  and  Spain  shoiud 
claim  them— we  must  choose  between  the 
risk  of  occasioning  at  least  a  coolness  on 
the  part  of  the  Spanish  government,  and 
the  horrible  step  of  expelling  those  excel- 
lent persons  from  our  shores.  It  was  ex- 
traordinaiT  to  reflect,  that  in  the  year 
1811  the  Cortes  was  recognized  by  treaty 
as  the  constitutional  government  of  Spain. 
By  Russia  h  was  so  recognized,  and  the 
Spanbh  Cortes  actually  oraered  Te  Deum 
to  be  sung  for  that  expulsion  of  Buona- 
parte from  Russia,  which  was  to  be  the 
cause  of  plunging  its.  best  members  into 
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tlopeless   captivity.     Shotdd   they   naw 
escape,  and  should  tfaev,  knowing  the  tra«> 
dttional  character  of  England  as  a  model 
of  liberty,  and  an  asylum  for  the  perse** 
cuted,  come  over  hither,  thev  would  here 
meet  with  the  Alien  bill,  ana  they  would 
find  that  they  were  released  from  their 
dungeons  only  to  become,  in  all  proba^ 
bilit^,  the  subjects  of  a  parrel  betweed 
Spain  and  Great  Britain.    In  Russia  they 
might  obtain  a  secure  asjlum.    Of  all  th^ 
prodigious  occurrences  of  the  present  i^e^ 
one  not  the  least  extraordinary  was,  that 
Muscovy  should  be  thus  at  the  heisd  of 
just  and  liberal  principles,  and  England  at 
the  head  of  prejudice  and  intolerance 
[Hear,  hear!].    The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  concluded  his  very  eloquent 
speech  by  declaring  his  principles  to  be 
in  decided  opposition  to  the  present  bill.  * 
The  Attorney  General  contended,  that 
the  bill  had  merely  for  its  object  to  grant 
the  King  that  authority  to  send  indivi^ 
dual  aliens  out  of  the  Kingdom  without 
prdclamation,    which    he    possessed   by 
common  law  to  send  all  individuals  out 
of  the  kingdom  by  proclamation.    With* 
out  an  alien  act,  the  Crown  had  no  rn* 
fluence  over  individual  aliens,  whatever 
were  their  principles,  desiens,  or  con* 
duct ;  but  by  Uie  common  Taw  the  pre* 
rogative  gave  the  King  a  power  to  order 
them  all  out  of  the  country.     He  was 
surprised  to  hear  this  principle  disputed, 
as  even  Magna  Charta  recognized,  the 
right  of  the  &ing  over  aliens,  by  enacting 
that  alien  merchants  might  reside  in  the 
kingdom  without  molestation,  **  nisi  antea 
prohibiti  fuerint,'*  a  phrase  which  plainly 
implied   that  they  might  be  prevented 
from  entering  the  kingdom,  or  ordered 
out  of  it  by  royal  authority.    When  sob* 
jects  left  the  kingdom  it  belonged  to  the 
sovereign  to  call  them  back  by  proclama* 
tion ;  and,  by  "analogy,  the  same  power 
extended  over  foreigners  to  order  them 
away.     The  King  had  no  power  in  the 
latter  case  to  take  up  aliens,  and  send 
Aem  away— a  power  which  was  proposed 
to  be  ffiven  by  this  bill.    He  was  obliged 
to  follow  the  more   circuitous  plan  of 
issuing  a  proclamation,  and  if  it  was  not 
obeyed,   to  prosecute  the  persona  who 
neglected  it,  for  disobedience.    The  boo; 
gentlemen  who  opposed  this  bill  had  niis* 
represented  its  nature,  by  callmg  it  an 
act  directed  against  foreigners,  and  in- 
tended to  render  their  residence  here 
less  secure :  it  enacted  nothing  tttainst 
aliens ;-  it  conferred  nothing  on  the  Crown 
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but  tbe  proper  oserciie  of  iu  acknow- 
ledged prerogiitiwe*  The  question  was 
therefore  reduced  to  one  of  expediencv ; 
«Qd  he  would  ask,  would  it  be  we» 
would  it  be  politic,  afler  the  events  of 
tbd  last  twenty-five  years,  to  return  im* 
mediately  to  the  sUte  of  law  on  this 
subject  that  existed  before  179S  i  The 
House  had  heard  much  from  an  hon.  and 
learned  gentkman  on  the  debates  which 
took  place  when  the  alien  bill  of  that 
period  was  discussed ;  but,  in  opposition 
to  the  tendency  of  the  hou.  ana  learned 
gentleman's  argument,  he  would  say,  that 
Uie  opponents  of  the  measure  at  that  time 
did  not,  like  its  opponents  now,  deny  the 
King's  right  by  proclamation  to  order 
foreigners  to  depart  the  realm.  The 
same  line  of  reasoning  was  then  followed 
as  on  the  present  occasion  with  regsrd  to 
the  expediency  or  the  |>olicy  of  the  bill,but 
M  concurred  m  the  principle  of  the  royal 
brerogative  on  which  it  was  founded. 
Those  even  who  had  then  opposed  the 
ad  on  the  only  proper  ground— its  expe- 
diency and  necessi^— ^he  was  sure,  on  an 
iBpartiai  view  of  subsequent  events, 
would  now  adcnowledge  that,  however 
inconsistent  it  had  appeared  with  their 
views  or  principles  at  the  time,  it  had 
afterwards  proved  itself  to  be  one  of  the 
vrisest  and  most  beneficial  acts  that  had 
ever  passed  the  legislature,  by  saving  us 
from  those  revolutionary  horrors  to  which 
other  nations  had  been  subject.  The 
powers  then  granted  had  been  exercised 
with  impartiality,  and  had  not,  as  had 
been  atated  by  an  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman on  a  former  night,  been  directed 
iBBore  against  one  class  of  Frenchmen  than 
•noUier.  The  bill  now  before  the  House 
would  be  used  with  the  same  impartiality, 
as  it  was  justified  on  the  same  grounds 
•f  expediency.  It  violated  no  principle 
of  law,  of  hospitality,  or  of  humanitv.  It 
could  not  be  viewed  with  an  hostile  eye 
by  foreigners  as  any  injury  to  their  rights. 
It  was  merely  inten&d  for  self-protec- 
tion ;  and  if  it  was  not  passed,  our  cha- 
fader  woidd  not  be  raised,  while  our 
iMimanify  might  be  despised  and  our 
pdicy  derided  by  foreigners. 
•  The  qoestion  befaig  put,  ^*  That  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  dSalr,"  the  House 
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Ayes.. 

Noes.. 
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Barham,J.  F. 
Bamett,  James 
Burroughs,  sir  W. 
Byng,  G. 
CampbelL  gen. 
Carter,  John 
Caulfield,  hon.  H. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Fazakerfy,  N. 
Folkestone,  visct. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Gordon,  R. 
Hamilton,  lord  A^ 
)loworth,H. 
Heron,  sir  Bobt 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 


lAUffton  W.  G. 
Leaner,  Wm. 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Newport,  ur  J. 
PhiUps,G. 
Rancliffe,  Iprd 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Rbmilly.  sir  S. 
Sharp,  R. 
Smith,  John 
Tavistock,  marquis 
WUson,  Thos. 
Wood,  alderman 

TXLLBKS. 

Bennet,hon.  H.  G« 
Lyttelton,  hon.  W« 


Majority, 


The  House  then  went  into  the  committee^ 
when  Mr.  Barham  moved,  that  the  blank 
respecting  the  duration  of  the  bill  be  filled 
up  with  one  year  instead  cf  two.  A  divi- 
sion took  place  on  the  original  question* 
Ayes,  90 ;  Noes,  24 ;  Majority  for  two 
years,  6S.  Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  proposed  a 
clause,  giving  the  power  to  an  alien,  who 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  country,  to  spe* 
cify  within  a  week  the  port  to  which  he 
wished  to  go,  and  to  be  transported  thither 
in  any  vessel  that  may  sail  to  that  port 
within  a  month,  he  remaining  in  the  mte^ 
rim  in  safe  custody.  Sir  S.  Romilly  pro* 
posed  to  add  to  the  clause  in  which  the 
duration  of'  the  bill  was  fixed  for  two 
years,  the  following  words,  **  except  as 
far  as  relates  to  foreigners  who  have  been 
resident  in  this  country  dnoe  the '  1st  Ja< 
nuary,  1814."  Mr.  Brogden  the  chair* 
man,  and  the  Speaker,  expressed  it  to  be 
their  opinion,  that  as  the  bill  was  merely 
to  contmoe  an  existing  act,  and  as  no  in« 
structions  had  been  given  by  the  House 
to  the  committee  to  receive  such  clauses 
or  amendments,  they  could  not  be  re- 
ceived in  that  stage  of  the  proceedings 
although  they  might  be  introduced  on  tbe 
report,  or  on  the  third  reading.  Mr.  J« 
P.  Grant  and  Sir  S.  Romilly  lacijuiesced 
m  this  decision,  and  intimated  their  inten- 
tion of  proposing  thar  respective  amend- 
ments in  a  future  stage  of  the  bill.  The 
House  then  resumed. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday f  May  20* 

Nkw  Churchbb  Buiu>tkg  Bill.] 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  this  bill.  On  the  first  clause 
being  read^ 
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Lord  Holland  obfenred.  that  wben  he 
stated  hit  objections  to  a  grant  of  the 
puUic  money,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  billy  he  had  intimated  his  opinion 
that  the  funds  reouired  for  tarrying  the 
bill  into  effect  ought  to  be  supplied  by  the 
diurch  itself.  When  he  stated  this,  he  was 
not  aware  that  in  the  present  reign,  and  in 
his  own  time,  a  preceaent  for  the  practice 
he  recommended  had  been  established. 
There  was,  however,  an  act  of  the  37th 
Geo.  Srd  by  which  the  emoluments  of  two 
prebends  of  Lichfield  were  sequestered 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  cathedral. 
Kew,  though  the  bill  to  which  he  alluded 
might  be  regarded  as  a  private  bill,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  the  principle  should 
not  be  adopted  in  the  present  measure^ 
and  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said» 
that  the  measure  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  referred  was  resorted  to  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  individual  church  from 
which  the  sequestration  of  the  prebends 
bad  been  maae.  This  was  a  very  diffe- 
rent case  from  a  measure  which  had  in 
view  the  supplying  of  a  general  deficiency 
of  churches  by  building  n^w  ones. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  it  must 
be  evident,  that  a  measure  of  the  kind 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  would  produce 
a  mere  mite  towards  the  expense  required 
for  the  measure  now  under  consideration. 
The  precedent  he  recommended  could  not 
be  adopted  to  an  extent  which  would  be  in 
any  way  useful,  without  its  operating 
seriously  to  injure  the  interests  of  the 
church. 

'  Lord  GrenviUe  could  not  admit  the 
propriety  of  the  precedent  referred  to  by 
his  noble  friend.  Whatever  fairness  there 
might  be  in  the  sequestration  of  prebends 
for  the  repair  of  a  church,  the  principle 
did  not  apply  to  the  building  of  new 
churches.  It  was  besides  objectionable  on 
account  of  the  great  extent  to  which  that 
prindple  must  be  carried  to  render  it  use- 
ful ;  for  the  object  of  the  bill  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  a  sacrifice  of  a 
more  serious  nature  than  that  which  would 
be  occasioned  by  the  grant  in  this  bill. 

Lord  HoUanawBB  aware  that  the  pre- 
cedent to  which  he  had  called  their  lord- 
ships attention  did  not  exactly  apply ;  but 
when  the  country  was  called  upon,  under 
the  pressure  of  so  many  difficulties,  to 
make  so  large  a  sacrifice  as  that  required, 
be  was  of  opinion  that  a  church  so  richly 
endowed  83  the  church  of  England  was. 
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ought  to  be  expected  to  fupply  from  its 
own  bosom  some  of  the  means  required 
to  carry  into  effect  this  bill.  Bfeacknow- 
lodged  the  justice  of  the  distinction  point- 
ed out  by  his  noble  friend,  bi|t  there  was 
notwithstanding  still  some  analogy  be* 
tween  the  case  he  had  pointed  out  and 
the  object  of  the  present  bill.  At  any 
rate,  the  sequestration  of  these  prebends 
was  a  complete  answer  to  Uie  assertion, 
that  the  whole  church  establishment  was 
not  more  than  the  good  of  the  country  re« 

auired.    If  that  was  the  case,  how  could 
^is  sequestration  have  been  agreed  to  la 
1796? 

On  the  dausci  limiting  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  building  of 
churches,  so  as  to  afford  the  greatest  pes* 
sible  accommodation  to  the  largest  number 
of  persons, 

Lord  Grencille  expressed  a  doubt  whs* 
ther  the  words  were  sufficiently  ex- 
planatory of  what  were  the  intentions  of 
Its  framen.  He  agreed  that  to  afford  the 
sreatest  possible  accommodation  to  the 
largest  number  of  persons,  ought  to  be  a 
primary  principle ;  but  whilst  he  depre- 
cated ful  useless  splendor  in  tliebuiloing 
of  churches,  he  thought  it  of  importance, 
that  that  mode  should  be  adopted  which 
was  best  calculated  to  inspire  devotion, 
and  which  was  characteristic  of  the  es- 
tablished church~-t))at  there  should  be  a 
decent  decoration,  and  not  that  the  mere 
unqualified  principle  should  be  acted  upon, 
of  providing  room  for  a  large  assemblage 
of  individuals. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpo<d  entirely  agreed 
with  the  noble  baron  in  the  view  he  had 
taken  of  this  clause,  and  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  though  the  providing  the 
greatest  possible  accommodation  for  the 
largest  number  of  persons  ought  to  be  m 
leading  principle,  and  though  he  was 
wholly  and  completely  adverse  to  incur- 
ring a  heavy  expense  for  mere  splendor 
(the  evU  effects  of  which  were  manifestal 
in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  queen  Anne), 
yet  there  ought  to  be  that  decent  decora- 
tion which  would  mark  the  character  of 
the  established  church ;  and  should  it  fall 
to  his  lot  to  have  any  concern  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  act,  he  should  certainly,  so 
interpret  it,  that  interpretation  being,  he 
had  no  doubt,  thorouiehly  consistent  with 
the  intentions  of  the  uamers  of  the  bilL 

Lord  Holland  was  far  from  being  an 
enemy  to  ornamental  architecture,  and 
thou^t  it  might  be  displayed  in  churches 
as  well  as  other  public  edifices  ;.bttt,.uDder 
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thepartlcnlar  cnrcumfltances  of  this  bill, 
lie  snould  object  to  any  superfluity  which 
-was  likely  to  create  an  occasion  for  calling 
for  farther  sacrifices  from  the  public.  It 
was  a  principle,  that  acts  of  parliament 
^ould  be  interpreted  by  the  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  words  they  contained,  and  not 
by  any  inferences  of  what  had  been  the 
intention  of  those  who  passed  them ;  and 
lie  confessed  that,  for  his  part,  he  liked 
the  literal  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
present  clause  mudi  better  than  the  ex- 
planation of  them  which  the  two  noble 
fords  had  attempted  to  give.  ISuch  ex- 
planations  might  afford  the  commissioners 
a  pretext  for  extraTagant  expenditure,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  followed  what 
they  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
legislature*  Besides,  their  lordships  stood 
in  a  particular  situation  with  respect  to  a 
i>ill  of  this  kind.  How  did  they  know  but 
Ihat  the  other  House  had  worded  the 
'Clause  in  the  manner  in  which  it  8tood» 
precisely  for  the  purpose  of  prerentinff 
Its  being  understood  in  the  sense  whicn 
4he  explanation  of  the  noble  lord  would 
five  it  ? 

*  The  Eai4  of  Harronoh/  observed,  that 
parliament  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
VcoBftrelling  the  proceeding  of  the  com- 
misttoners,  and  checking  either  too  great 
^econpmy  on  the  one  hand,  or  too  much 
profusion  on  the  other.  He  was  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  incurring  unnecessary 
expense  for  sptlendor,  but  he  never  could 
agree,  that  it  was  intended  by  this  bill 
merely  to  erect  four  walls  like  a  barn, 
solely  upon  the  prindpie  of  affording  the 
greatest  possible  accommodation  to  the 
largest  nuidber  of  persons.  He  certainly 
thought  there  oueht  to  be  that  decent  de- 
coration which  should  mark  the  charac- 
ter 4)f'&e  established  church. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said, 
that  although  he  was  very  far  from  wishing 
that  money  should  be  expended  in  any 
way  that  might  appear  to  be  unnecessary, 
be  trusted  their  lordships  would  not  for- 
get the  object  of  the  present  bill.  Even 
the  humble  spire  of  the  village  church  in- 
dicated the  purposes  to  which  it  was  dedi- 
cated. If  edifices  were  erected  which  de- 
parted so  far  from  the  style  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal arehttectuve  that  they  might  be  mis- 
taken for  places  devoted  to  another  use, 
be  concdved  that  one  object  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  would  be  entirely  lost  sight  of. 
As  little  was  he  disposed  to  recommend  a 
aoperfluous  expenditure ;  but  when  allu- 
aion  was  made  to  the  churches  erected  in 
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the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  in  which, 
perhaps,  the  system  of  decoration  had 
been  carried  too  far,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  one  material  point  was  forgotten, 
namely,  that  the  churches  then  erected 
were  not  built  merely  to  accommodate 
the  people  of  London  and  Westminster, 
but  were  designed  to  remain  as  lasting 
ornaments  of  meir  cities.  He  was  satis- 
fied, that  while  their  lordships  paid  a  due 
attention  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
frequenters  of  the  Established  Church,  in 
point  of  room,  they  would  not  neglect  an 
adherence  to  that  mode  of  building  which 
characterised  the  reformed  church  of 
England  from  churches  where  that  reform 
was  carried  too  far. 

The  Bill  then  went  through  the  Com- 
mittee. 


•HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wtdntiday^  May  90. 

Contagious  Fever  in  London 
Committee.]  Mr.  Bennet  in  presenting 
a  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Con- 
tagious Fever  in  the  Metropolis,  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  important  subject  It  appeared, 
that  during  last  year,  the  cases  of  fever 
had  increased  to  nearly  seven  times  their 
former  number.  There  was  only  one 
establishment  in  the  metropolis  for  the  re- 
ception of  fever  patients  solely.  It  was 
instituted  in  1802,  and  from  very  small 
beginnings,  had  grown  to  be  a  con- 
siderable establishment.  It  was  however 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  wants  of  the 
metropolis.  The  House  would'Ieam  with 
some  surprise,  that  it  was  the  practice  in 
all  the  hospitals  of  the  metropolis  to  mix 
cont^ious  fever  patients  with  ordinary  fe- 
yer  patients.  Tne  consequence  was,  that 
fever  was  generated  in  the  hospitals,  and 
that  persons  affected  with  ordinary  fevers 
frequently  caught  these  contagious  fevers. 
It  appeared,  that  in  these  hospitals,  not 
only  had  the  contagion  been  caught  by 
patients,  but  that  nurses,  attendants,  stu- 
dents, and  even  physicians  had  also  caught 
it.  The  species  of  medical  police,  as  it 
was  called,  applicable  to  fever  hcispitals, 
was  very  different  from  that  of  ordinary 
hospitals.  It  WHS  a  melancholy  truth,  that 
the  hospitals  in  the  metropolis  were  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  popu- 
lation. There  was  not  an  hospital  in  the 
metropolis  whidi  did  not  every  week  turn 
from  Its  doors  a  great  many  applicants* 

(3H) 
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Lord  Holland  observed*  that  when  he 
stated  his  objections  to  a  grant  of  the 
public  moneVf  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  bill,  he  had  intimated  his  opinion 
that  the  funds  required  for  carrying  the 
bill  into  effect  ought  to  be  supplied  by  the 
church  itself.  When  he  stated  this,  he  was 
not  aware  that  in  tlie  present  reign,  and  in 
his  own  time,  a  precedent  for  the  practice 
he  recommended  had  been  established. 
There  was,  however,  an  act  of  the  37th 
Geo.  Srd  by  which  the  emoluments  of  two 
prebends  of  Lichfield  were  sequestered 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  cathedral. 
New,  though  the  bill  to  which  he  alluded 
might  be  regarded  as  a  private  bill,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  the  principle  should 
not  be  adopted  in  the  present  measure, 
and  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said, 
that  the  measure  to  which  the  noble  lord 
had  referred  was  resorted  to  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  individual  church  from 
which  the  sequestration  of  the  prebends 
liad  been  maae.  This  was  a  very  diffe- 
rent case  from  a  measure  which  had  in 
view  the  supplying  of  a  general  deficiency 
of  churches  by  building  nqw  ones. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  it  must 
be  evident,  that  a  measure  of  the  kind 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  would  produce 
a  mere  mite  towards  the  expense  required 
for  the  measure  now  under  consideration* 
The  precedent  he  recommended  could  not 
be  adopted  to  an  extent  which  would  be  in 
any  way  useful,  without  its  operating 
seriously  to  injure  the  interests  of  the 
church. 

-  Lord  Gren'oiUe  could  not  admit  the 
propriety  of  the  precedent  referred  to  by 
his  noble  friend.  Whatever  fairness  there 
might  be  in  the  sequestration  of  prebends 
for  the  repair  of  a  church,  the  principle 
did  not  apply  to  the  building  of  new 
churches*  It  was  besides  objectionable  on 
account  of  the  gr^at  extent  to  which  that 
prindple  must  be  carried  to  render  it  use- 
ful ;  for  the  object  of  the  bill  could  not 
be  accomplished  without  a  sacrifice  of  a 
more  serious  nature  than  that  which  would 
be  occasioned  by  the  grant  in  this  bill. 

Lord  Holland  WBg  aware  that  the  pre- 
cedent to  which  he  had  called  their  lord- 
ships attention  did  not  exactly  apply ;  but 
when  the  country  was  called  upon,  under' 
the  pressure  of  so  many  difficulties,  to 
make  so  large  a  sacrifice  as  that  required, 
be  WAS  of  opinion  that  a  church  so  richly 
endowed  09  the  church  of  England  was, 
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ought  to  be  expected  to  supply  from  its 
own  bosom  some  of  the  means  requircNi 
to  carry  into  effect  this  bill.  HeacKnow- 
lodged  the  justice  of  the  distinction  point* 
ed  out  by  his  noble  friend,  bi|t  there  was 
notwithstanding  still  some  analogy  be* 
tween  the  case  he  had  pointed  out  .and 
the  object  of  the  present  bill.  At  anw 
rate,  the  sequestration  of  these  prebends 
was  a  complete  answer  to  the  assertion, 
that  the  whole  church  establishment  was 
not  more  than  the  good  of  the  country  re* 

auired.    If  that  was  the  case,  how  could 
fiis  sequestration  have  been  agreed  to  in 
1796? 

On  the  clause,  limiting  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  to  the  budding  of 
churches,  so  as  to  afford  the  greatest  pos* 
sible  accommodation  to  the  largest  number 
of  persons, 

Lord  Grenville  expressed  a  doubt  who* 
ther  the  words  were  sufficiently  ex- 
planatory of  what  were  the  intentions  of 
Its  framers.  He  agreed  that  to  afford  the 
greatest  possible  accommodation  to  the 
largest  number  of  persons,  ought  to  be  a 
primary  principle;  but  whilst  he  depre- 
cated ail  useless  splendor  in  the  builoing 
of  churches,  he  thought  it  of  importance, 
that  that  mode  should  be  adopted  which 
was  best  calculated  to  inspire  devotion, 
and  which  was  characteristic  of  the  ea» 
tablished  church — {tkat  there  should  be  s 
decent  decoration,  and  not  that  the  mere 
unqualified  principle  should  be  acted  upon, 
of  providing  room  for  a  large  assemblage 
of  individuals. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  entirely  i^eed 
with  the  noble  baron  m  the  view  he  had 
taken  of  this  clause,  and  was  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  though  the  providing  the 
greatest  possible  accommodation  for  the 
largest  number  of  persons  ought  to  be  s 
leading  principle,  and  though  he  was 
wholly  and  completely  adverse  to  incur- 
ring a  heavy  expense  for  mere  splendor 
(the  evil  effects  of  which  were  manifested 
in  the  execution  of  the  act  of  queen  Anne), 
yet  there  ought  to  be  that  decent  decora- 
tion which  would  mark  the  character  of 
the  established  church ;  and  should  it  fsll 
to  his  lot  to  have  any  concern  in  the  exe* 
cution  of  this  act,  he  should  certainly,  so 
interpret  it,  that  interpretation  being,  he 
had  no  doubt,  thoroughly  Consistent  with 
the  intentions  of  the  mmers  of  the  bilL 

Lord  Holland  was  fiur  from  being  an 
enemy  to  ornamental  architecture,  and 
thought  it  might  be  displayed  in  churcbea 
as  well  as  other  public  edinoes  ;.but|.under 
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tbepBrttcular  ctrcurasUnces  of  this  bill,  | 
he  snocild  object  to  any  superfluity  which 
-was  likely  to  create  an  occasion  for  calling 
for  farther  sacrifices  from  the  public.  It 
was  a  principle,  that  acts  of  parliament 
should  be  interpreted  by  the  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  words  th^  contained,  and  not 
by  any  inferences  of  what  had  been  the 
intention  of  those  who  passed  them ;  and 
4ie  confessed  that,  for  his  part,  he  liked 
the  literal  meaning  of  the  words  of  the 
•present  clause  much  better  than  the  ex- 
nhmation  of  them  which  the  two  noble 
fords  had  attempted  to  give.  Such  ex- 
|ilanations  might  afford  the  commissioners 
a  pretext  for  extraTagant  expenditure,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  followed  what 
they  understood  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
legislature-  Besides,  their  lordships  stood 
in  a  particular  situation  with  respect  to  a 
i>ili  of  this  kind.  How  did  they  Icnow  but 
that  the  other  House  had  worded  the 
clause  in  the  manner  in  which  it  stood, 
precisely  for  Ae  purpose  of  prerentinff 
•Its  beinff  understood  in  the  sense  which 
4he  exptanation  of  the  noble  lord  would 
'give  it? 

'  The  Earl  of  HarronAy  observed,  that 
'parliament  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
icontrelling  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  checking  either  too  great 
^economy  on  the  one  hand,  or  too  much 
profusion  on  the  other.  He  was  de- 
cidedly hostile  to  incurring  unnecessary 
expense  for  splendor,  but  he  never  could 
agree,  that  it  was  intended  by  this  bill 
tnerely  to  erect  four  walls  like  a  barn, 
aolely  upon  the  principle  of  affording  the 
greatest  possible  accommodation  to  the 
largest  nunoiber  of  persons.  He  certainly 
thought  there  ouffnt  to  be  that  decent  de- 
coration which  should  mark  the  charac- 
ter 4if -die  established  church. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said, 
that  although  he  was  very  far  from  wishing 
that  money  should  be  expended  in  any 
way  that  might  appear  to  be  unnecessary, 
be  trusted  their  lordships  would  not  for- 
get the  object  of  the  present  bill.  Even 
the  humble  spire  of  the  village  church  in- 
dicated the  purposes  to  which  it  was  dedi- 
cated. If  edifices  were  erected  which  de- 
parted so  fiir  from  the  style  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal architecture  that  they  might  be  mis- 
taken for  places  devoted  to  another  use, 
he  conceived  that  one  object  of  the  pre- 
tent  bill  would  be  entirely  lost  sight  of. 
As  little  was  he  disposed  to  recommend  a 
aoperfluous  expenditure ;  but  when  allu- 
aioo  was  made  to  the  churches  erected  in 
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the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  and  in  which, 
perhaps,  the  system  of  decoration  had 
Deen  carried  too  far,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  one  material  point  was  forgotten, 
namely,  that  the  churches  then  erected 
were  not  built  merely  to  accommodate 
the  people  of  London  and  Westminster, 
but  were  designed  to  remain  as  lasting 
ornaments  of  Uieir  cities.  He  was  satis- 
fied, that  while  Aeir  lordships  paid  a  due 
attention  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
frequenters  of  the  Established  Church,  in 
point  of  room,  they  would  not  neglect  an 
adherence  to  that  mode  of  building  which 
characterised  the  reformed  church  of 
England  from  churches  where  that  reform 
was  carried  too  far. 

The  Bill  then  went  through  the  Com- 
mittee. 


•HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday y  May  20. 

COHTAOIOUS      FeVXR      IN      LoNDOIT 

Committee.]  Mr.  Bennet  in  presenting 
a  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Con- 
tagious Fever  in  the  Metropolis,  said,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  important  subject.  It  appeared, 
that  during  last  year,  the  cases  of  fever 
had  increased  to  nearly  seven  times  their 
former  number.  There  was  only  one 
establishment  in  the  metropolis  for  the  re« 
ception  of  fever  patients  solely.  It  was 
instituted  in  1802,  and  from  very  small 
beginnings,  had  grown  to  be  a  con« 
siderable  establishment.  It  was  however 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  wants  of  the 
metropolis.  The  House  would  learn  with 
some  surprise,  that  it  was  the  practice  in 
all  Ae  hospitals  of  the  metropolis  to  mix 
contagious  fever  patients  with  ordinary  fe- 
Ter  patients.  The  consequence  was,  that 
fever  was  generated  in  the  hospitals,  and 
that  persons  affected  with  ordinary  fevers 
frequently  caught  these  contagious  fevers* 
It  appeared,  that  in  these  hospitals,  not 
only  had  the  contagion  been  caught  by 
patients,  but  that  nurses,  attendants,  stu- 
dents,  and  even  physicinns  had  also  caught 
it.  The  species  of  medical  police,  as  it 
was  called,  applicable  to  fever  hospitals, 
was  very  diflferent  from  that  of  ordinary 
hospitals.  It  was  a  melancholy  truth,  that 
the  hospital»  in  the  metropolis  were  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  wants  o^  the  popu- 
lation. There  was  not  an  hospital  in  the 
metropolis  whidi  did  not  every  week  tura 
from  Its  doors  a  great  many  applicants* 
(3  H) 
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It  appeared,  that  at  so;o9e  of  ihe  priucipal 
hospitals,  four  cases  out  of  five  wer^e 
weekly  refused.  By  Jocreasiog  the  roeaos 
of  the  fever  hospital,  not  only  would  jior- 
aoas  who  could  not  now  obtain  Admission 
into  any  hospital,  be  received,  but  a  mate- 
rial rehef  would  be  experienced  by  Dther 
hospitals  which  were  ill  adapted  for  c^ses 
of  contagioa.  The  committee  thought 
fit  to  recommend  to  government,  the  grant 
of  a  small  sum  of  money  to  extend  the 
accommodations  of  the  fever  hospital. 
Government  had  thought  fit  to  give 
1,000^.  towards  this  object.  Its  expenses 
had  risen  last  year  from  500/.  to  1,700^; 
aod  the  number  of  patients  from  between 
70  and  80  to  700  and  upwards.  The 
committee  recommended  that  government 
ahould  ffrant  an  additional  sum  of  2,000it» 
making  m  all  3,000/.  This  would  increase 
the  accommodation  from  sixty-nine  to  one 
hundred  beds,  which  from  calculation  ap- 
peared to  them  sufficient  to  answer  the 
grants  of  the  metropolis.  In  recommend- 
ing this  grant,  the  committee  were  fully 
jai^are,  that  it  vas  in  general  better  to 
teav^  the  relief  of  distress  to  private  cha- 
rity;  but,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  where 
a  disease  originating  in  the  dwellings  of 
the  poor  spread  rapidly,  and  affected  all 
classes  of  society,  it  became  necessary  to 
Use  no  time  in  arresting  the  progress  of 
contagion.  He  should  at  present  merely 
move  that  the  Seport  be  printed.— 
Ordered. 

Education  or  th«  Poor  Bill.] 
^.  Broughatttf  in  moving  the  thisd  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said|  he  wished  to  mention 
a  circumstance  which  he  had  not  stated  in 
the  former  discussion.  The  bill  itself  only 
went  to  inquiry  and  report :  but,  unques- 
tionably, it  was  his  intention,  after  the  in- 
quiry had  been  gone  into,  to  ground  farther 
legislative  proceedings  on  it ;  and  it  was 
not  in  bis  jpian  to  wait  till  the  whole  inquiry 
was  i^one  into.  As  soon  as  one  report  was 
received,  whicli  must  be  in  six  montlis  by 
the  act,  if  he  should  not  enter  on  any 
general  measure  respecting  the  planting 
of  schocdfi  or  otherwise,  he  should  at  any 
rate^  ground  on  the  first  report  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  necessary  in  aid  of  the 
law.  It  would  be  a  very  feeble  remedy 
for  so  great  an  evil  to  send  all  these 
abuses  to  a  court  of  equity* — The  Bill  wa^ 
then  read  a  third  time^  andpaased. 

Bbeacq  of  Pbivilkox-^Thomas 
FfRGvaotf  jBuaPBiMANDXD.j     Lor^  idL 
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HamUon  «90ired  the  order  of  the  day  Ar 
Jbrioging  Thomas  Ferguson  to  the  bar  o^ 
the  House,  in  order  to  bis  b^ng  4ia* 
charged.  He  observed  at  the  same  tipae 
that  had  it  b<^n  consistent  with  thepractjk^ 
of  the  House,  he  sliould  also  have  moved 
that  Ferguson  be  reprimanded.  But  as  it 
was  junderstood  to  be  the  rule  and  pr«(s- 
tice  of  the  House,  that  the  party  o&ad- 
jng  should  be  reprimanded  from  the  cbair« 
he  should  simply  move,  that  T.  Fergusaa 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  im 
order  to  his  beiog  discharged. 

Thomas  Feiguson  was  accordiogljr 
brought  to  the  bar.  where  he  received  # 
Reprimand  from  Mr.  Speaker,  and  w^ 
ordered  to  be  discharged  out  of  custody^ 
Daying  his  fees.  The  Reprimand  was  ap 
loliows: 

«<  Thomas  Ferguson ;  This  House  hav- 
ing received  the  report  from  the  corainil- 
tee  of  privileges,  respecting  a  letter  writ* 
ten  by  you  to  a  voter  of  the  county  af 
Lanark,  to  influence  his  vote  in  the  elao 
tion  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliameDl, 
did  resolve,  that  in  writing  and  aending 
such  letter  you  were  guilty  of  a  corrupt 
attempt  ta  subvert  tlie  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  election,  and  a  high  brefidi 
of  die  privileges  of , this  House;  and  for 
that  ofience  you  were  committed  to  hip 
majesty's  gaol  of  Neweate.  Your  petitioa 
has  since  been  received ;  and  in  considerik 
tion  of  your  full  and  entire  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  of&nce,  and  of  the  contritioii 
you  have  expressed  for  it,  and  trustinir 
that  what  you  have  already  su£Qered  will 
operate  boui  as  a  wamins  to  yourself  an4 
an  example  to  others ;  this  House  is  dis- 
posed to  extend  to  you  its  lenity  as  far 
as  is  consistent  with  its  justice;  and  nov 
to  relieve  you  from  farther  imprisonment: 
I  am  to  acquaint  you,  you  are  discharge 
upon  payment  of  your  fees.*' 

Oraered,  nem.  con*,  That  what  has  beea 
now  said  bv  Mr.  Speaker  in  reprimanding 
Thomas  Ferguson,  be  entered  on  tha 
Journals  of  this  House. 

Statute  Law  op  Scotland.]  Sir 
John  Newport  said,  it  would  be  in  the  re» 
collectioD  of  manv  members*  that  soipe 
time  since  the  first  law  officer  of  the  Crowu 
for  Scotland,  had  stated  in  this  Hous^ 
that  certain  acts  of  parliament  in  Scotland 
had  gone  into  desuetude;  that  the  su^ 
pjreme  court  of  law  in  Scotland  bad  th# 
power  of  pronouncing  what  acta  of  th^ 
legislature  were,  and  what .  were  not  ia 
force ;  and  that  it  ras  so  well  knowa  that 
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iRiclr  ft  foiwet  was  exercised  by  the  \crd$ 
dff  aesnon,  tfiat  no  man  from  riMC  part  of 
the  conntrjr  coi|)d  be  ignorant  of  it.  Now, 
fttf  h  wM  important  that  the  people  of 
Scotland,  as  well  aa  the  people  of  other 

Cirta  &t  the  empire,  ^ould  know  by  what 
wa  they  were  boand,  and  fbr  that  ]^r- 
poaethat  they  should  look  to  the  Statute- 
book,  and  not  to  the  proceedings  of  courts 
of  judicatore,  it  waa  important  to  know 
iHiat  laws  were,  and  wimt  were  not,  m 
deaaetude.  This  was  important,  not 
merely  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  bat  also 
to  the  people  or  the  other  parts  of  the 
empire  who  might  have  connexions  with 
tfiem.  One  ground  that  waa  stated  for  a 
law's  not  being  acted  on  was  so  extraordi- 
nary, that  it  could  not  fail  to  astonish  the 
House :  a  law  was  considered  as  in  desue- 
tude, and  no  longer  binding,  when  for  a 
long  time  it  had  not  been  acted  on ;  so 
that  in  proportion  as  a  statute  had  been 
operative  in  the  prevention  of  crime,  in 
that  proportion  was  it  to  be  considered  a 
nulliry.  It  was  stated  farther,  that  in 
some  particular  instances,  some  parts  of 
an  act  were  in  desuetude  while  other  parts 
were  in  force.  Whatever  opinion  might 
be  entertained  of  the  absurdity  of  some  of 
the  Scotch  statutes,  it  belong^ed  to  the 
legislature,  and  to  the  legislature  alone,  to 
repeal  the  law;  and  if  a  court  of  law 
thought  fit  to  erect  themselves  into  a  le- 
gislature, it  was  iiill  time  to  warn  them 
that  they  had  exceeded  their  duty.  He 
concluded  with  moving,  *<  That  the  Lords 
of  Session,  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  Jus- 
ticiary, and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of 
Scotland,  be  directed  to  cause  to  be 
made  out  and  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  witnin  six  weeks  after  the 
oonmiencement  of  the  ensuing  Session  of 
Parliament,  a  Statement  of  such  parts  of 
the  Statute  Law  of  Scotland,  or  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  the  courts  of  justice 
of  Scotland  have  declared  or  considered  to 
be"  In  desuetude,  and  no  longer  binding 
on  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  authorities  on  which  they  have 
gimmded  such  decisions." 

Mt.  Bathurst  admitted,  that  it  must  ap- 
pear strange  to  the  ears  of  Englishmen, 
that  in  any  part  of  these  kingdoms  there 
ahoold  exist  a  doubt  as  to  the  efiect  and 
operation  of  the  existing  statutes  of  the 
realm.  That  part  of  the  statutes  of  Scot- 
Idad  were  in  desuetude  could  not  be  de- 
nied) although  it  had  already  appeared, 
UMVdu^  assumptieii  that  they  were  in  de* 


snetude  had  proceeded  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  opinions  and  aecisions  of  the 
judges  and  first  legal  characters  of  thai 
part  of  the  empire.  He  certathly  thought 
there  was  sufficient  ground  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill  to  remedy  the  evil,  with- 
out calline^  for  the  statement  moved  for  by 
the  right  non.  baronet.  At  any  rate,  the 
words  <<  or  consider/'  riiould  be  left  out 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ahercromdy  saSd  it  was  a  most  im« 
poitant  question,  whether  courts  should 
continue  a  practice  by  which  the^  could 
sitently  subvert  the  laws  of  parliament, 
and  that  the  judges  should  consider  whe« 
ther  laws  #ere  or  were  not  in  desue- 
tude, and  no  longer  binding.  This  matter 
was  Kt  ibr  parnamentary  consideratioiu 
As  to'bringirtg  in  a  bill  upon  it,  he  must 
say,  he  thought  it  essential  to  have,  first, 
the  necessary  returns,  in  order  to  know 
what  laws  had,  and  what  had  not,  been 
considered  aa  having  fallen  into  desuetude. 
With  that  knowledge,  the  House  would 
be  competent  to  found  some  proceeding. 
It  was  quite  a  parliamentary  usage  to  in- 
quire of  the  judges  for  information  which* 
tbey  were  the  best  enabled  to  afford.  Aa 
to  the  words  <*  or  considered,"  he  thought 
they  should  remain  in  the  motion,  aa 
meaning  that  the  judges  were  called  upon 
to  consider  and  state  what  laws  they  nad 
declared  in  desuetude,  and  the  principlea 
on  which  they  so  held  them.  It  appeared 
right,  for  the  sake  both  of  the  judges  and 
of  the  House,  that  the  principles  of  the 
regulations  of  the  courts  should  be  stated. 

Mr.  f^.  Dundas  thought  that  the  motion 
would  throw  a  great  deal  of  trouble  upon 
the  court  of  session.  Part  of  the  informa- 
tion required  was  desirable,  but  it  might 
be  obtained  in  a  less  objectionable  way. 

Lord  A.  Hamikon  said,  it  was  worthy 
of  the  serious  consideration  of  parliament, 
how  far  a  court  of  justice  should  be  suffered 
to  set  aside  the  written  law  by  its  mere 
arbitrary  authority.  It  seemed  extraor- 
dinary that  judges  should  decide,  as  cases 
happened  to  arise,  whether  acts  of  par- 
liament were  in  force  or  were  not.  In  a 
late  case,  the  burgesses  of  Aberdeen 
clearly  showed  that  they  had  a  right,  by 
acts  of  parliament,  to  elect  their  magis- 
trates. But  the  counsel  on  the  other  side 
argued,  and  the  judges  were  of  opinion, 
that  long-continued  usage  had  thrown 
those  acts  into  desuetude.  It  was  usage 
verstu  an  act  of  parliament,  and  usage 
carried  the  day.  At  Ae  same  time,  it 
would  not  be  right  to  pass  an  act  to  de* 
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UuggifM  Wis  ttoqukieA.  On  thtt  subject 
there  had  beea  papeft  transmitled  to  the 
lecretary  ot  «late  from  the  coiantel  for 
the  Crowa  on  the  tria!,  the  attovne j  go* 
nerol  of  Nevu*  There  had  also  been  ae* 
counts  transmitted  firooi  the  leg^lative 
counoily  in  which  accounts  there  was  some 
difference :  in  the  latter  there  wsft  given 
the  speech  for  the  prisoner,  while  that 
made  on  the  part  c^  the  Crown  was  omit- 
ted. It  was  stated  by  the  legislative  a»- 
sembly.  that  though  the  defoddant  d^d 
not  call  evidence  on  his  trial,  yet  he  might 
hav»  done  so  if  it  had  been  thonght  iie* 
oessary ;  and  all  tbis  was  dene  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Huggihs.  He  did 
not  care  about  Mr.  Huggins*  Mr.  Hvg- 
gjns  mipht  probably  deserve  theconfidenee 
plaoed  in  him  by  Mr.  Cottle,  his  employer  t 
ne  looked  oaly  te  the  facts  stated  before 
the  jory  on  tlie  trial,  and  not  to  any  state- 
ments made  subaequently  to  thattrial.  It 
had  been  urged,  that  the  poor  creatures 
flogged  couMf  ndt  have  been  much  iimred^ 
aa  Uiey  had  beeti  seen  at  vork  shortly 
after.  But  let  the  House  look  to  what 
appeai»ed  on  the  trial ;  where  it  W9»proved^ 
that  those  poov  skives,  female  slaves  too, 
were  at  their  work,  it  Mras  true,  but  in  a 
lame  and  crippled  state,  and  that,  afifcer 
the  infliction  of  the  punisliment  upon 
them,  they  were  seeiir  in  a  wounded  and- 
bleeding  state*  There  were  als»  otlier 
papea  sent  to  this  country  relative  to  this 
transaction*  In  these  papers  it  appeared 
rather  extraordkinry,  toot  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Huggtns  at  tlie  legislative  assembly 
in  his  own  defence,  and  also  a  resolution 
of  the  assembly  that  Huggioa*s  deience 
should  be  entered  on  tlieir  journals.  But 
in  order  to  fomv  an  idea- of  theaoccmnts 
given  by  the  legislattve  assembly^  it  would 
bo  necessary  to  inform  the  House  1k»w 
this*  assembly  was  constiluted,  or  at  least 
who  the  parties  w«re  by  whom  tbeie 
aeoounts  had. been  sent.  It  appeased 
that  one  of  the  parties  was  na  other  than 
the  identical  Mr.  Hugginewho  had  been 
tried.  Another  was  the  brotfier,  a  secnMid 
the  sen»  and  a  third  the  father  of  this^same 
M#.  Huggins.  Another  centleman^  who 
.formed  one  of  the  legislative  assembly 
was  the  retained  cowisel  of  Mf .  Hoggina 
The  account  sent  by  the  agent  of  the 
island  did  not  state  a  vrord  as  to  who  the 

Sties  w«re  «vho  cempoeed  the  assemblf  • 
should  Hot  trouble  the  Houae  mmi 
farther  on  the  present  suMecty  hot  he 
could  net  help  observing  that  he  nevmr 
witnessed  gneatsr  pivtiaii^   Uisn>  that 


shown-  b^this  assembly;  they  were  no6 
content  with  sending  their  own  accottnt^, 
hot  they  also  sent  a  letter  of  the  governor 
of  the  island,  who  did  not  c(>nine  himsoir 
to  the  support  of  Mr.  Huggin>'s  character 
for  humanity,  and  his  conviviat  qusiitles 
at  his  table,  where   he   under^tmkl  Mr.. 
Huggins  was  a  freonent  guesr*  but  the 
govomor  also  said,  that  he  was  perfectl]^ 
satisfied  with  the  verdicts    The  assembly 
also  gave  in  their  account  to  tiie  necretafy^ 
of  state  the  speech  of  the  defendant's  coun** 
sol,  and  he  wished  the  Houiw  to  observe' 
what  the  points  were  which  the  usembljf 
selected  for  the  consideration  of  the  secre* 
tary  of  state.    In  the  speech  of  counsel  it 
was  stated,    *<  That  there  never  wea  ar 
country  where  the  interference  between* 
roaster  and  slave  was  likely  to  producop 
more  alarming  efiects  than  in  that,  and  it 
was  to  be  regretted  that  such  qnestiomr 
should  be  agitated,  unfesa  where  it  wa» 
found   to  be  absolutehr  necessary.''    It 
had  been  proved-  that  noggins  had  been 
advised,  nay,  reouested  act  to  punish  tiieso 
poor  women,  woo  had,  in  fact,  only  simd* 
tears  when  they  saw  their  rektives  inno^ 
oently  punished.     It  had  been   proved* 
that  Huggins    had  punished  them,   an4 
notwklistmidingthis  he  hadbeen  acouitted* 
The  question  then  arose,  whether  the  jnrj 
were  justified  in  giving  such  a  verdict^ 
where  not  even  a  shadow  of  defence  had 
been  made  ?  What  must  be  the  state  of  the 
population  of  those  islands  if  tbey  were  ta 
DC  whipped  at  pleasure  for  grviog  way  to 
the  feelings  of  nature  at  the  dKstvessea  of 
their  friemk  ?    It  was  not,  he  should  re» 
peat^  for  the  sake  of  Huggins  that  he 
made  the  motion;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  out  the  evil,  and  of  obtmning  a< 
reaaedy  for  it*    He  should,  however^  eb» 
serve,  that  Huggins  had  before  been  ao» 
cused  and  tried  for  cruelty,  and  hadibeen 
acquitted ;  and  this,  heconcereed»  was  a 
circumstance  worthy  of  remark.    Under 
all  these  circumstances,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  any  oppoeitioD  to  hiamotion> 
unless  tho  gentlemen  on  the  other  akio 
wore  deceived  in  the  inferroatiow  on  whivjh' 
they  relied*    k  appeared  from  the  wbolw 
of  tbe  traosaetion  as  if  the  governor  and 
cotmoil  of  the  ishmd  had  sacrifieed  diem* 
sdvea inoider  to  protect  Hqggina ;  and 
he  should  askv  if  it  was  not  evon  oil  their 
aoconnt  necessary  that  seme  inTCSttgatwa 
should  take  pkma?    He  did  not  mean  to 
states  that  the  punishment  to  which  he 
alluded  was  at  all  eatraerdmar ▼ ;  bot^ 
whether  it  wac  or  was  not,  stifr  if  it  was 
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wmerited,  it  caHed  Cor  redsess*  and*  in 
pcder  to  afford  8uch  ra^sB,  inquiry  w» 
xil)oe88ary.  The  circumstaoceB  of  the  pu- 
aiabmeQiy  too»  wene  worthy  of  noiice. 
Poor  unprotected  female  ekives  were  to  be 
jwbippedwith  ibe  greateet  aeverity-^^uid 
£ir  whdt  ?  for  noUiiog  more  than  their 
Ibeing  posaeased  of  those  feeiing^  of  hutna- 
iuty*  tfiBieroe8»t  and  compassiooy  which 
vere  an  ornament  to  the  highest  daas  of 
tfieir  sex  io  any  coMOtry— feelings  whidi 
did  honour  to  society.  It  aaemed  also  as 
if  Mr.  Muggins  intended  to  practise  a 
vafinement  on  cruelty^  by  blenoing  a  aort 
pf  iodulerettt  politedess  with  bia  sescrity. 
When  he  had  punished  the  yotiag  men, 
and  was  about  io  puoiah  the  female  slaveay 
who  ahed  tears  at  the  aighft  of  auch  aeve- 
rityi  he  {Huggina),  tumtDg  to  one  of  hia 
attendants,  said,  **  now  bring  oat  the 
ladiea  ;*'  and  arkile  tibey  wene  extended  on 
the  ground*  and  receiving  their  puaish- 
mentt  h»  mas  heard  fisquentiy  (to  aar  to 


thaaSy  **  now  cry/'  as  if  taunting 
with  the  posaeaaion  of  the  feelinga  of  bu- 
maaky.  He  ahonld  not  go  into  the  aab- 
ject  aay  fiirther,  but  ahould  move,  *'  Hiat 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  Panan  laid  be- 
fore this  House  on  the  30th  «ay  of  April 
last,  rehiting  to  the  Treatment  ai  Slaivea  in 
tbo  Island  of  Nevis ;  and  to  report  their 
dMervatioas  thereupon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  GoMum  obaenred,  that  hia  op 
poaitioB  io  the  motion  rested  solely  on 
the  general  principle  of  its  bemg  inezpe^ 
da^nt  for  ffce  House  to  interiere  upon  ex 
f§rU  evidenea»arith  the  judicial  proceed* 
iBga  of  a  cofl^petent  tribttoal.  He  coidd 
Bot  allow  any  tweight  to  documents  ne- 
ciaived  after  a  Anal,  at  which  every  wit- 
&aaa  had  been  aubjeet  io  aroaa-examioa- 
tion.  It  waa  on  thia  graaod  that  he  had 
aigqified  hia  intention  of  sedating  the  mo- 
iioBt  and  not  with  the  view  of  defending 
tba  charaotar  of  Ms.  Huggina.  The  hoa. 
•Pd  learned  gentleman,  however,  liadput 
Ifea  queation  on  somewhat  a  diierent 
footing  hj  his  statement  that  documents 
of  a  gamed  nature  had  been  produced 
ftom  «e  ofice  of  <iie  secretary  of  state,  and 
that  the  blame  must  attach  either  to  tiiat 
office,  or  the  agent  for  the  ialaad.  la 
ibia  view  he  had  no  objection  to  the  in- 
i|ttiry  by  a  eonunittee;  for  the  office  of 
it^  aacrOtain^  of  atate  had  aa  much  ri»ht 
to  complain  aa  the  Honae,  H  impertect 
aad  flBuUilated  acoounta  had  ba^n  traaa- 
mitlad*  At  the  aoma  time  it  waa  ri^ht  to 
atalfiy  that  certain  partaof  thapi^araa^- 


dafiedliadnotlieencommuiiieatedtand  t^t 
the  paseagaa  thua  emitted  coDtaif»ed  antm« 
adversiona  on  tlie  characters  of  indivi* 
duala,  bearing  no  reference  to  the  facts  of 
the  inquiry.  It  would  have  been  a  breach 
of  duty,  and  of  that  confidence  with 
which  reprosentatiooa  were  made  to  ge- 
vernatant,  if  attacks  on  the  charactara  of 
different  persons  had  been  thus  publisbad 
ao  the  world.  He  would  now  repeat,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  motion  nvo- 
vidad  the  inveatigatiooa  of  the  committae 
were  properly  itroited. 

Mr.  Wdherfitrce  iasplored  the  hoa.  geB** 
tleman  to  reconsider  the  aubjeet  before  ha 
reaolved  to  maintain  the  doctrine,  that  thac 
Houae  bad  no  authority  to  revise  the  ad- 
asinistration  of  the  laws  in  the  West  in- 
dies. It  was  one  of  the  guardian  privi* 
le^ea  of  the  House,  as  lie  understoiod  it|i 
pnvilegea  and  fanotiona,  to  exerciaaite 
power,  wiien  it  ahould  appear  neceaaary, 
of  eaavaaaing  the  proceediaga  of  avary 
nourt  of  juatice,  even  thoae  ia  which  the 
judgea  of  the  land  prosidad  ■    ■ 

Mr.  OouUmm  denied  that  he  had  aid- 
vaneed  any  such  doctrine  as  that  now  aa- 
cribed  to  him.  in  all  cases  be  fuHy  ad* 
coifeted  the  luithority  of  the  Houae  to  In- 

3ttire  into  any  malteia,  although  Judicialljr 
etermined.  He  had  confined  himaaliF 
eatirdy  to  the  ar^iaaent  of  the  Snaupe- 
dien^  of  the  Houae  re-tiyiag,  «n  inmar- 
iact  evidence,  what  had  Mon  diaposed  of 
bj  a  competent  tribunal. 

Mr.  WUberfwrce  raaumed  hia  observa- 
tions. He  said,  that  he  meant  to  atate 
distinctly  in  his  place,  that  juatice  waa  not 
equally  administerad  ia  the  Weat  Indfea. 
The  unfortunate  alavea,  it  muat  be  renMMfr- 
bered,  had  no  represantativaa  in  that 
Houae ;  a  circumstance  that  ahould  induce 
it  to  take  a  more  lively  coacam  in  iMk 
weiiare.  When  he  haard  of  the  puritar 
of  Weat  Indian  juatica,  it  braught  to  hra 
recoUeotlon  the  deacripttons  ha  had  forw 
marly  heard  of  the  delighta  of  the  passage 
from  Africa  to  the  Weat  Indioa ;  deaerip- 
tiona  which  would  have  induced  those 
who  put  any  fiuth  in  their  correotneaa  ia 
regard  it  aa  a  kind  of  Elyeium,  aldiougli 
it  Had  bean  aubsequeotly  praved  to  ba  a 
concentration  of  niisary,  such  aa  never 
waa  before  crowded  into  aa  equal  apaot. 
He  had  never  aeon  a  set  of  papers  reladng 
to  any  trial  that  seemed  to  bin  to  call  l4»r 
aaore  aerioaa  investigation.  Many  things 
were  stated  totaily  undeaerving  of  bciivf. 
Waa  it  not  too  much  to  rapreaenC,  that  a 
lady  had  iiM  ilr«.Httggiaa  m  eatftte  far 


3,5002.  lest  than  she  might  have  obtained 
from  another  purchaser,  because  the  trans- 
fer was  gratifying  to  the  slaves?  He 
really  thought  the  lady  might  have  disco- 
Tered  in  tne  West  Indies,  if  not  in  the 
island  of  Nevis,  some  means  not  involving 
ao  great  a  sacrifice  on  her  part  of  giving 
satisfaction  to  her  slaves,  without  consien- 
iDg  them  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Huggms. 
When  it  was  said  that  some  passages  in 
tfiese  documents  were  suppressed,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  relation  to  personal  cha^ 
racter,  he  must  say  that  many  were  pre- 
served that  contained  reflections,  not 
only  on  the  late  Mr.  Tobin,  but  on  the 
African  Institution. 

Mr.  Marryat  rose  to  oppose  the  motion. 
As  he  recollected  in  the  year  1811  to 
have  designated  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hug- 
gins  as  outrageous  and  unprincipled,  he 
conceived  that  he  was  free  from  prejudice 
in  now  attempting  to  vindicate  the  more 
recent  proceedings  under  consideration. 
With  regard  to  the  lady  whose  sale  of 
her  estate  to  Mr.  Huggins  had  been  al- 
luded to,  it  might  be  understood,  without 
attributing  it  altogether  to  humanity,  as 
the  contract  was  for  money  paid  down  to 
the  amount  of  16,5002.  He:  had  never- 
theless known  cases  in  which  a  consider- 
able sacrifice  had  been  made,  in  order  to 
dispose  of  the  slaves  with  their  own  con- 
aent.  As  agent  to  the  islands,  he  had 
Jiimself  sold  estates  at  a  much  lower  prioe 
than  might  have  been  obtained,  with  the 
view  of  transferring  the  slaves  to  masters 
of  their  own  choice.  In  conmdering  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  question,  it 
should  be  remembered,  in  the  first  place, 
that  the  prosecution  against  Mr.  Huggins 
was  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  re«> 
aidant  authorities  in  the  island.    The  hon. 

Sentleman  read  a  part  of  the  evidence  and 
eposttions  taken  on  the  trial  of  Huggins, 
and  contended  that  there  was  no  proof  of 
excessive  severity.  He  then  stated  the 
case  and  endeavoured  to  show  that  the 
crime  for  which  the  slaves  in  question  were 
punished  was  of  anaffgravated  nature.  A 
felony  and  bui^lary  had  been  committed, 
ttid  two  slaves  on  the  ^estate  of  Mr.  Cottle, 
for  which  Mr.  Huggins  was  agent,  had 
received  the  stolen  goods,  consisting  of 
stockinss  and  some  other  articles,  refus- 
ing to  deliver  them  un,  though  offimd  the 
sum  for  which  they  nad  been  purchased* 
Such  an  offimce  as  this  in  England  would 
subject  the  parties  to  transportation,  and 
in  the  .West  Indies  it  rendered  them  aub- 
ject  to  the  penalty  of  a  flogging, .  He  had 
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every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  evidence 
adduced,  that  the  punishment  inflicted 
was  not  more  severe  than  what  was  me- 
rited. It  appeared  that  the  person  who 
used  the  whip  had  relaxed  in  his  exertion, 
and  that  the  punishment  was  not  so  severe 
as  it  had  been  represented.  Althougli  no 
evidence  existed  on  the  point  except  a 
statement  of  the  consequences,  that 
stateoient  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
conclusion  that  the  persons  punished  had 
not  suffered  severely.  There  were  several 
affidavits  to  prove  that  they  appeared  at  a 
masquerade  on  the  Monday  evening  fol- 
iowing;  and  though  that  circumstance 
might  be  doubted  from  some  contradio- 
iions  in  the  evidence,  it  would  appear  at 
any  rate  that  they  had  been  seen  at  their 
work  on  Monday  morning.  Thus  it  waa 
evident  that  the  effects  of  their  pimish- 
ment  did  not  prevent  them  from  engaging 
in  their  luual  occupations  two  days  after- 
wards ;  and  the  inference  vras  irresisttblct 
that  that  punishment  could  not  have  been 
cruel  or  severe.  If  any  farther  tesUmooj 
wasreouired  to  establish  this  fact,  he  might 
read  tne  depositions  of  Dr.  Archibald 
Stather,  and  other  persons,  who  all  said 
that  they  had  seen  negroes,  for  less  of- 
fences, punished  with  greater  severity. 
Much  had  i)een  said  of  the  cruel  treatment 
of  the  women,  who,  it  had  been  asserted, 
were  punished  solely  because  they  ap- 
peared ta  sympathize  with  the  suTOrings 
of  their  friends  and  relatives.  This  pait 
of  the  case  was  eaen  more  exaggerated 
or  coloured  than  the  former.  It  appeared 
that  one  of  these  women  was  at  the  dance 
on  Monday  night,  and  at  any  rate  it  was 
proved  that  they  went  to  their  usual  work 
on  the  Monday  morning..  Not  imly  was 
the  severity  of  their  punishment  exag- 
gerated, but  its  cause  was  misrepresenteL 
Against  the  story  that  they  suffered  oa 
accoimt  of  the  expression  of  their  s]rm» 
pathetic  feelings,  he  had  to  state  the  im- 
probability of  the .  fact.  It  was  stated  in 
evidence,  that  these  women  were  ponisfaedf 
not  for  the  expression  of  sym|»th;^  with 
suffering,  but  for  cries,  rage,  and  insub- 
ordination, tending  to  the  subversion  of 
authority.  Such  were  the  facts  of  the 
ease,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  collect 
them  from  the  documents  and  evidence. 
If  any  cruelty  had  been  exeroised,  he 
wotHd  not  be  its  apologist ;  but  he  did  not 
think  that  any  good  could  be  aeoompltshed 

a  the  perpetual  agitation  of  ^eations 
e  the  present.    He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  daniad  the  right  ef  the  mother  coun- 
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try  to  interfere  with  the  administf ation  of 
justice  in  the  colonies  on  all  occasions,  or 
to  watch  with  a  vigilant  eye,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent or  to  correct  abuses,  when  the  local 
authoriiies  neglected  so  to  do;  but  he  would 
always  contend  for  the  policy  of  exercis- 
ing that  interference  prudently,  imper- 
ceptibly, and  silently,  taking  care  that 
no  groundless  clamour  was  excited,  and 
no  sentiments  tending  to  the  subversion 
of  order  and  subordination  countenanced 
or  bcoleated.    Gentlemen  were  not  aware 
of  the  full  influence  and  efects  of  discus- 
lions  like  the  present  on  the  minds  of  the 
slave   population,  whose  interests  might 
he  ffuarded,  and  whose  good  treatment 
might  be  secured  by  representations,  in 
cases  of  abuse,  to  the  proper  department, 
which  might  again  influence  the  govern- 
nents  of  the  colonies,  and  thus  produce 
its  proper  result  without  noise  and  without 
danger.      He    deprecated,    particularly, 
doctrines  that  hacl  a  tendency  to  excite 
insurrection  among  the  slaves,  or  to  con- 
vince them  that  they  were  treated  wiih  . 
cruelty  or  injustice,  by  being  kept  in  a 
state  of  servitude.    The  phrases  used,  that 
the  colour  of  a  man's  stein  should  make  ' 
no  difference  in  his  situation,  and  the  eu-  < 
logies  iavithed  in  some  publications  on 
the  black  emperor  of  Hayti,  tended  to  I 
inspire  them  with  the  idea  that  they  were  i 
cruelly  treated,  in  being  debarred  from  I 
an  equality  with  the  whites,  and  had  a 
tendency  to  excite  them  to  revolt,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  rights  of  which  they  ima- 
gined themselves  unjustly  deprived.    It 
ought  to  be  recollected,  that  the  domi- 
nion of  the  whites  was  founded  on  opi- 
nion ;  and  if  that  opinion  was  destroyed, 
the  authority  of  the  planters  was  at  an  end, 
the  order  of  West  India  society  would  be 
subverted,  and  the  rights  of  tne  masters 
would  be  buried  along  with  the  comforts, 
prospects,  and  anticipated  improvements 
of  the  slaves.    When  views  of  humanity 
were  directed  against  the  rights  of  the 
planters,  and  those  planters  were  accused 
of  being  the  authors  of  slavery,  it  ought 
to  be  told  that  they  did  not  create  that 
servitude  which  they  were  diarged  with 
the  desire  to  perpetuate,  by  the  members 
and  the  publications  of  the  African  Insti- 
tation.    The  slavery  complained  of  was 
the  work  of  the  British  government,  and 
continued  under  British  laws;  and  if  the 
ri|^ts   of  the   colonial   proprietors,  ao* 
quired  under  such  guarantees,  were  to  be 
mttriered  with,. the  parties  ousfat  in  tliis 
^nse,  aa  in   odiers,  to   be  inderooified* 

(VOL.  xxxvm.} 


The  African  Institution  had  iM  the  world, 
and  told  it  justly,  that  if  you  want  to 
abolish  slavery  ultimately,  you  must  cut 
o£P  the  supply  of  slaves.    This  had  been 
done,  and  a  gradual  amelioration  of  the 
state  and  prospects  of  the  slaves  might 
be  expected  to  be  the  consequence.    As 
improvement  advanced,  and  as  the  labour 
of  slaves  became  of  more  value,  from  an 
increased  demand  for  it,  their  condition 
would    gradually  ameliorate.    When    at 
last  the  price  given  for  the  labour  of  slaves 
would  purchase  that  of  free  labourersi 
slavery  would  abolish  itsdf.    Looking  to 
this  view  of  the  case,  and  the  prospects 
thus  held  out,  he  could  not  but  aeprecate 
discussions  of  this  kind,  which  might  ra- 
ther retard  than  promote  the  purposes  In 
view,  and  disturb,  by  unseasonable  inters 
ference  with  the  conduct  of  the  planters^ 
the  natural  course  of  events.     Reverting 
to  the  subject  t>efore  the  House,  he  was 
surprised  to  hear  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
mover,  that  there  were  persons  in  this 
country  who  could  give  information  on 
the  transactions  in  Nevis.     He  knew  of 
nobody  who  could  give  such  information 
but  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  whose 
accounts,  as  they  appeared  in  the  papers 
before  the  House,  must  be  exaggerated, 
and  whose  statements,  as  to  the  excesshro 
severity  perpetrated  on  the  slaves  of  Miv 
Hoggins,  were  contradicted  by  other  tea* 
ttmony.    He  eooduded  by  saying,  that 
he  saw  no  reason  for  the   inquiry,  and 
should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  surprised  at  hearing  a 
sort  of  defence  set  up  for  Mr.  Htigginsw 
He  did  not  think  the  African  Institution 
deserved  the  reflection  which  had  beett 
thrown  on  it ;  arid  as  an  individual  oon* 
nected  with  the  West  Indies,  he  was 
anxious  not  to  be  mixed  op  with  the  opi« 
nioos  expressed  by  the  last  speaicer,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  a  public  inquiiy  int# 
matters  connected  with  the  treatment  of 
slaves  in  the  colonies.  He  thought  the 
dominion  of  the  whites  would  be  best 
maintained  by  kindness  to  the  slaves.  A 
stronger  ease  than  that  now  before  the 
House,  had,  in  his  opinion,  never  beea 
brought  forward.  He  could  hardly  be* 
lieve  that  he  had  rightly  heard  4he  last 
speakert  when  he  said  the  jury  appearad 
to  have*been  iustafied,  under  all  the  cir^ 
euBostanoes  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Hugginst 
in  fiodKog  the  verdict  they  had  retunied% 
He  felt  that  an  inouiry  was  properiy  da* 
manded,  and  should  therefore  support  tha 
notion. 
(3  1) 
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Mr.  BorAcmt  wiis  favourable  to  tliapria- 
cipie  of  inquiry*    It  was  the  duty  or  the 
House  to  know  whether  the  law  was  duly 
-administered  in  ally  and  particularly  ia  the 
smaller  colonies,  and  if  there  was  any 
abuse  which  would  not,  or  could  not  be 
corrected,  then  to  point  out  the  remedy 
which  might  seem  tnost  fitting.    He  could 
'not  for  a  moment  agree  in  the  principle,  that 
•the  House  ought  not  to  interfere;  for  the 
-colonial  legislative  powers  were  only  acting 
under  a  trust,  which  might  be  forfeited  by 
.abuse.    He  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
'bringing  every  subject  connected  with  our 
colonies  before  the  House,  where  the  evil, 
•if  any  was  complained  of,  could  not  be 
jferoedied  by  the  local  governments.    He 
wished  to  guard  the  House  againat  any 
extension  of  the  conclusion  which  they 
might  draw  from  one  case  of  abuse  to  the 
whole  of  the  colonies.    The  case  which 
bad  been  mentioned  'was  certainly  ac^ 
cording  to  the  statement,  one  of  a  very 
flagrant  nature ;  but  tl)en  at  was  :onIy  one 
•case,  and  that  too  in  an  island,  where  even 
a  number  of  such  occurrences  ought  not 
to  draw  down  any  general  censure  upon 
ihe  conduct  of  the  West  India  planters. 
In  ihe  larger  islands  there  was,rhe  was  cer^ 
.tain,  as  strong  a  desire,  as  well  on  the 
|iart  of  the  governments  as  on  that  of  in* 
dividuals,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
ihe  slaves,  as  could  be  desired  by  the 
west  sincere  friends  of  abolition  in  this 
leoantry;   and    so  ftir  was  this  carried 
that  he  would  venture  to  affirm,  that,  ab- 
atracting  -the  name  of  slavery,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  slaves  in  most  of  the  large 
islands  was  in  general  preferable  to  that  of 
A  -large  portion  of  the  lower  classes  of  the 
peasantry  in  this  country.    With  respect 
io  the  motion  before  the  House  he  bad  no 
4tlyection  to  it,  and  he  expressed  his  thanks 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  for  the 
kumane  disposition  "which  induced  hira  to 
1>riiig  it  forward. 

Mr.  fVarre  was  surprised  to  hear  8i|Bh 
SMU  observtation,  m  that  the  condition  of 
the  skives  in  some  of  the  islands  was  su» 
perior  to  that  of  a  lai;ge  portion  of  the 
peasantry  of  this  country.  Be  thought, 
that  no  ccmiparison  dugw  to  be  made  be- 
tween them  and  the  lowest  class  of  ipeople 
under  even  the  most  despotic  government ; 
for  though  they  niglit  be  dothedand  fed 
better  than  some  of  our  .peasants,  yet  it 
shouki  not  be  forgotlen  that  tb^  were 
sent  to  labour  with^the  whipat  their  backs. 
The  hon*  meaabertben  coatendedt  that  it 
was  absurd  to  suppose  tluU  any  real  good 


wodd  be  effected  for  anBelioraiing  tk^ 
condition  of  the  slaves,  unless  such  dis- 
cussions as  were  then  before  the  House 
were  raised.  It  was  by  suoh  discossiomi 
that  every  thing  which  bad  hitherto  been 
done  had  been  e&cted ;  for  until  they  had 
been  raised  and  repeated,  the  House  bad 
heard  what  were  since  found  to  be  the 
most  crying  grievances  praised  as  acts  of 
great  lenity  and  humanity.  To  any  per^ 
son  who  had  read  the  evidence  on  the 
trial  of  Huggins,  it  must  be  apparent  that 
the  grossest  acts  of  cruelty  had  beea  cDm*> 
mitted.  It  was  ctesrly  proved  tbat  the 
two  women  had  been  punished  for  crying 
at  seeing  their  relatives  punished.  This 
he  conceived  was  a  piece  of  cruelty  whicb 
no  circumstance  could  palliate. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  supported  the  propriety 
of  encouraging  discussions  of  this  descrip- 
tion.    Until  public  diseussions  on  this 
subject  had  taken  place,  not  a  single 
abuse  was  disoovered  ;  but,  when  mvesti- 
gation  was  introduced,  step  by  step  th^ 
proceeded  to  the  aboHtton  of  the  Slave 
trade.    They  were  told,  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  «t  Nevis,  that  they  were  about 
to  form  a  code  of  laws,  whrch  would  be  as 
beneficial  as  those  of  Jamatca^-<a  code 
tbat  would  be  satisfactory  to  all  persons, 
except  the  African  Institutioo.    Now,  be 
bad  belonged  to  tlie  Afrioan  Instttutxm 
from  the  beginning,  and  he  could  say,  that 
that  Institution  £d  not  care  about  the 
approbation  of  the  House  of  Assembly  at 
Nevis.    At  the  same  tiaie,  he  must  ob» 
serve,  that,  on  one  occasion,  the  Afiican 
Institution  had  acted  improperly.    Tbey 
were  deceived ;  and,  through  the  tnediina 
of  a  most  respectable  publisher,  they  had 
given  to  the  world  a  statement  (hat  was 
not  true.    But,  what  progreas  had  the 
legislature  of  Nevis  maoe  in  the  formation 
of  this  admirable  oode  f  That  would  easily 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  a  parttoufaar 
case.    About  a  yjear  and  a  half  ago,  a 
dergjrman  was  called  on  to  marry,  by 
bens,  a  slave,  the  property  of  a  Dr.  Cas« 
sin,  in  Nevis.    The  moment  the  ctrcum* 
staaoe  was  discovered,  it  became  tlie  sub* 
ject  of  angry  disoussbn  in  the  House  of 
Assembly;  tlie clergy asan was  dedred not 
to  proceed;  and,, at  length,  he  neceivad  a 
decisive  order,  commanding  him  not  to 
perform  the  marriage  oeremony.    Here, 
then,  it  appeased^  that  tktsa  legisfaitors 
tbeught  proper  to  dUKsoutage  marriage 
amoagst  the  slaves,  and  thcrebv  to  fiKsoor 
a  isvslem  of  concubinage.    After  all  they 
I  baa  pconised,  :nothtng  tad  been  donei 
\ 
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n^r  would  any  imeeffiectaal  step  be  Uken 
uolesa  the  House  exerted  theio&elves  to 
produce  it.  With  respect  ta  the  two 
boys^it  WM  confi>uDdiDg  idi  distioctioos  of 

SrooBB  and  tilings  to  apply  the  words 
ooy  and  murder  to  tbetr  o£(enceb  These 
were  technical  words  of  the  Ensliah  law, 
made  for  men  Mving  in  civiKsed  society^ 
lie  hoped  when  any  thing  like  that  which 
produced  this  motion  was  cooBnutted  in 
the  West  India  islands,  it  would  undergo 
the  atrictest  investigation. 

Mr.  Am  Bromne  said»  he  did  not  mean 
to  adf  ocate  the  case  under  consideration, 
but  be  thought  the  House  should  be  on 
ita  guard  against  exaggerated  statements. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  system  pursued 
by  the  planters  towards  the  slaves  was  be- 
ceese  much  milder  of  late  years,  and  that 
even  if  the  psesent  case  was  found  to  be  a 
caae  el  cruelty,  it  could  only  he  consider- 
ed as  an  exception  to  the  general  prac- 
tice of  the  island^  and  not  as  a  sampJe  by 
whieh  that  praotioe  could  be  estimated. 

Sir  S.  JtrnniUy  roae  to  reply.  He  could 
not*,  he  saidy  concur  in  the  proposition  for 
limiting  this  inquiry.  He  bad  moved  (ot 
a  Qommittee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
papera  laid  upon  the  table*  and  he  did  not 
luMMv  how  ftrther  to  limit  the  sabject. 
He  begged  to  be  understood  as  not  mean- 
ing  lo  throw  any  censure  upon  the  mi- 
nistec  for  the  eotooiid  departmcMt*  either 
on  account  of  the  papers  whii^  had  been 
granted  or  those  wmch  had  been  vitk- 
faeUL  It  waa  proper  certainly  to  keep 
back  auch  a»  could  not  be  produced  with- 
out  public  ineowvenience.  He  couMaot, 
however,  help  remarking,  that  tlie  whole 
of  tliem»  with  only  one  exception,  were 
audi  as  went  to  justify  what  took  place. 
They  appeated  to  be  selected  for  the  oc- 
casioo.  One  hon.  gentleman  w«a  of  opi« 
nioii  that  the  conduct  of  the  jury  was  jus- 
tifiable. The  trial,  in  hia  opinion,  could 
net  but  create  a  strong  impression  against 
ihooe  whe  vece  concerned  in  it.,  tie. 
would  now  only  notice  shortly  a  few  argu* 
ntattis  adiieh  had  been  used  upon  the  pse- 
sent occasion.  He  wsa  aurpriseik  to  near 
the  member  for  Sandwich  (Mr.  Marry  at j 
aay,  that  the  verdict  could  be  defended. 
Even  his  own  statement  was  inconsistent 
with  a  defence.  With  respect  to  the  two 
fatiys^.he  (Sir  &)  never  represented  their 
punishment  aa  one  of  extreme  severity. 
It  waa  mild,  because  the  person  k^  whom 
11  waa  mflicted  was  their  own  facets.  In 
the  aoceunt  of  this  transaetson  it  waa  not 
stated  that  only  85  lashes  wete .  ijafliclad  j 
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it  waa  Bserely  said  that  %5  lashes  bad  been 
often  known  to  produce  more  severe  ef- 
fects. The  pumshment  inflicted  was  not 
for  stealiae  a  pair  of  stockings^  but  fior  pur- 
chasing them  knowing  tbaH  they  were 
stolen.  There  was,  howevier,  no  kind  of 
proof  that  they  had  known  the  articlsa  to 
bestdea:  it  was  aserely  slated,  that  the 
nuui  from  whom  the  purchase  had  been 
nmde  waa  a  bad  character.  With  respect 
to  the  women  22  lashea  were  inflicted  ujpoa 
the  naked  body  of  one  and  20  u»on  the 
other,  who  waa  in  a  weak  state  or  healtlir 
at  the  time,  and  had  lived  in  Mr.  Cottle't 
house  aa  a  nurae.  The  hon.  gentleman 
himself  (Mr.  Marryat)  staled  the  caae  ia 
a  moie  asgcanrated  way  than  these  who 
brought  It  forward  aa  a  subj^t  te  in* 
quiiy,  and  hia  argument  waa,  that  the 
jury  must  have  pronounced  a  verdict  ef 
a«qoittal  becauae  the  caae  waa  utterly  in- 
credible. It  Mas  proved,  hatwever,.  andl 
the  proof  remained  uncontradicted.  In 
extenuation  of  the  conduct  pursued,  it  waa 
aaid  that  when  those  punishments  were 
inflicted  a  spirit  of  inauberdination  pff»- 
vailed  among  the  slaves.  The  pcoofa  went 
the  contrary  way.  If  any  iasuberdiaaliea 
prevailed  it  must  have  subsided^  for  many 
had  been  punished.  Mr.  Huggina,  upon 
the  eceasioQ  alluded  to,  called  out,  neC 
for  male  slavea  who  had  been  guiHj  oi 
inaobordieatioo,  but  for  ^  the  ladies  who 
had  cried."  The  account  of  the  droum^ 
stances  wsa  truly  distressing.  It  waa  not 
smied  that  they  made  any  uproar  or  wept 
loudly.  On  the  contrary,  one  of  thcni 
endeaxouired  to,  conceal  her  tears  with  m 
haedkevchief,  and  oid^  bened  of  Mr. 
Huggins  lo  **  forgive  .RichanL"  A  man 
named  Macdoogal|.it  was  said,  had  made 
an  aSdavit  io  contradiction  to  the  slate* 
ment  of  the  case  which  the  House  had 
heard.  His  affidavit  was  made  on  the 
19th  of  April  The  trial  did  not  tafcn 
placeuatil  tha  Mav  following,  and  sofidsn 
was  hia  account  of  the  transaction  that  it 
waa  not  even  atlemptsd  to  call  him  noon 
the  tf iaL  Thean  waa  not  a  nngle  met 
before.  Uis^Jury  which  couki  jostinr  ib^ 
verdict.  They  were  now  told  tnat  tbn- 
queation  of  registering  alaves,  and  othm 
rfspectiog  ih!^  treatment  in  the  Waat 
Indie%  hMl  no  other  eftot  than  to  excite 
disorder  and  insubordination  among  them, 
and  to  break  the  charm  whieh  bound  the 
slave  to  hia  master.  This  argument  would 
1^  to  prevent  all  discumton  upon  the  aub* 
joel^  aa  well  heee  as  in  the  West  India 
iakttda»   Wemthepi. under  auch  a  piw^ 
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tence  as  this,  to  auffer  slaves  to  undergo 
every  sort  of  treatment,  even  tbe  most  ri- 
gorous, without  any  attempt  tp  ameliorate 
their  condition,  or  to  inquire  into  their 
sufferings?  It  was  the  custom  to  .attri- 
l>ute  every  insurrection  among  the  slaves 
to  those  who  took  an  active  interest  in 
their  condition  of  late  years*  The  charge 
was  unfounded*  Revolts  were  much  more 
frequent  before  the  abolition  than  they 
bad  been  since.  This  must  be  evident  to 
every  person  who  read  Edwards's  History 
of  the  West  Indies,  or  Long's  History  of 
Jamaica*  •  It  was  merely  a  cry  set  up  in 
those  islands  by  the  newspapers,  ana  by 
persons  interested  in  ^he  continuation  of 
abuse.  Revolts  and  insubordination  were 
now  less  frequent,  and  for  a  very  good 
reason,  because  the  treatment  of  suves 
Was  much  better  than  in  former  times. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
Select  Committee  appointed. 

Pataiekt  or  Workmen's  Waobs 
Bill.]  Mr. «/.  P.  Grant,  in  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  biU  to  regulate  the 
Payment  of  Wages,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions for  tlie  purpose  of  explaining  his 
measure,  and  the  previous  steps  he  had 
taken.  His  design  was  now  to  unite  both 
the  objects  of  persons  interested  in  this 
subject,  viz.  to  enable  the  person  re- 
ceiving wages  not  in  the  legal  coin  of  the 
realm  to  be  a  witness  before  a  magistrate 
for  conviction,  and  to  render  bank  of  Eng- 
land  notes,  and  the  paper  of  licensed 
bankers,  legal  tenders.  It  was  in  fact 
only  a  renewal  of  the  bill  thrown  out  in 
tbe  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 
an  amended  measure.  He  then  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  *^  to  amend  cer- 
tain acts  passed  m  the  4th  year  of  king 
Edward  the  4th ;  1st  and  lOth  years  of 
queen  Anne;  1st,  12th,  and  13th  years  of 
king  George  the  1st ;  ISth,  22d,  and  29th 
years  of  king  George  the  2nd;  and  ISth 
and  57th  years  of  king  George  the  Srd, 
prohibiting  the.  payment  of  the  wages  of 
workmen  in  certain  trades,  otherwise 
than  in  the  lajvful  coin  or  money  of  this 
raaln.^ 

Mr.  BaUngkm  sugseated  that  this  sain* 
tary  provision  shouldiie  extended  to  mdre 
modem  trades,  not  adverted  to  In  the 
older  statutes. 

Mr.  Alderman  fTooil  was  also  deairoua 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  should  be 
yconsiderably  enlarged. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  that  the  main  ob- 
ject of  ihe  hill  was,  to  make  the  existing 


acts  effectusl.  He  concurred  in  thinking 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  extend  the 
operations  of  the  bill ;  but  considering  the 
late  period  of  the  session,  it  would  be 
belter  to  postpone  any  extension  of  the 
law  till  it  could  be  more  conveniently 
considered. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  which  was  accordingly  brought  in^ 
and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Alien  Bill.])  The  report  of  the  com* 
roittee  on  this  bill  being  brought  up, 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  that  after  the  dis- 
cussion which  this  measure  had  undergone, 
he  would  not,  at  that  late  hour,  enter  into 
any  argument  upon  it ;  but  would  merely 
read  the  clause,  which  he  was  desiroua 
the  Hpuse  should  adopt,  and  which  would 
fully  explain  the  object  he  had  in  view* 
The  clause  wasasfoliows:— "That  where- 
as the  powers  granted  by  the  said  acta 
jwere  hitherto  unknown  to  the  constitution 
of  these  kingdoms,  and  the  policy  of  our 
ancestors,  and  it  is  expedient  and  neces- 
sary that  the  exercise  of  those  powera 
should  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
parliament^be  it  therefore  enacted,  thai, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  a 
record  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  of 
the  grounds  and  reasons  for  every  order 
made  for  the  removal  of  an^  alien  or  aliens, 
after  the  passine  of  the  said  act — and  that 
a  true  copy  of  the  aaid  record  or  records 
shall,  withm  one  month  after  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  be  laid  before  each  House 
of  parliament,  sealed  up,  for  them  to  re- 
port their  opinion  thereon."  He  feared 
that  this  clause  would  not  be  agreed  to, 
after  the  votes  which  had  already  been 
^'ven  in  that  House ;  but  still  he  was  anx- 
ious to  bring  it  under  the  consideration 
of  Parliament,  because  a  power  of  so  ex- 
traordinary a  nature  as  that  granted  by 
the  act,  should,  as  much  as  possible,  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  legisla- 
ture 

The  clause  was  then^  brought  up,  and 
negatived  without  a  division. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  May  21. 
Spanish  Slave-tradeTreaty  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Spanish  Slave-trade  bill. 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  rejoiced  most 
sincerely  that  the  right  of  search  was  sti- 
pulated for  by  the  treaty,  as  it  was  only 
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hj  iU  exercise  that  the  Slave-trade  could 
be  effectually  stopped :  at  the  f^ame  time, 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  agree- 
sieDt  of  the  Court  of  Spain  to  aholivh  the 
Slave-trade  in  the  vear  18iO  a  very  ina- 
dequate return  for  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
nuide  by  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  this 
country ;  for  he  could  not  but  consider 
the  promise  of  an  abolition  two  years 
hence  as  a  very  different  thing  from  the 
actual  consent  of  the  court  of  Spain  to 
abandon  the  traffic  in  slaves  altogether. 
He  was,  indeed,  surprised  to  find  that  it 
was  necessary  to  maae  so  large  a  grant  as 
400,000/.  in  order  to  obtain  this  promise 
of  an  abolition  from  an  ally  for  whom  this 
country  had  already  sacrificed  so  much. 
He  should  not  oppose  the  second  readinff, 
bat  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  permit 
a  bill  containing  so  extraordinary  a  pro- 
vision to  pass  tub  silentitj. 
The  biu  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thurtday,  May  21* 

RXVXMUXS  OF  THE  CiTY  OF  LOKDON.] 

Sir  Wm  Curiii  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  he  had  given,  to  move  that  the 
petition  presented  on  the  4th  of  May, 
from  the  city  of  London,  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  and  that  the  peti* 
tioners  might  have  loive  to  be  heard  by 
counsel.  It  might  be  remembered  that 
the  city,  some  time  back,  by  an  order  of 
ihe  House,  were  called  upon  to  give  an 
account  of  their  trusts  and  estates.  The 
object  of  this  order  was,  to  establish  a 
ground  for  refusing  to  the  city  of  London 
any  assistance  towards  building  an  addi- 
tional gaol,  unless  the  state  of  their  funds 
required  it.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
city  ought  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  gaol, 
as  could  be  shown  by  a  variety  of  proofs. 
This  being  thecase,  it  followed  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  they  were  not  bound  to 
produce  the  account  which  had  been  or- 
dered. In  the  time  of  Charles  1st  a  stun 
of  99,781/.  hsd  been  granted  to  the  city 
for  building  a  gaol.  In  1778,  4O9000iL 
was  granted  for  the  same  purpose.  A 
umilar  grant  of  10,000ii  was  made  at  a 
subsequent  period.  The  money  expended 
for  objects  of  this  kind  never  came  out  of 
the  corporation  funds.  All  he  would  do 
now  was,  to  move  <«  That  the  petition  of 
the  city  of  London  presented  on  the  4th 
of  May  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to 
examine  the  matter  thereoff  and  report 
the  sam^  to  the  House.** 


Mr.  Serjeant  Ondon  considered  this  as 
the  last  resource  of  the  city  of  London. 
Since  the  24th  of  February,  when  the 
order  was  issued,  they  had  fallen  upon 
every  shift  to  elude  a  compliance  with  it. 
They  now  prayed  to  be  heard  by  coansel 
against  the  order,  when  the  session  wss 
about  to  expire.  The  city  of  London, 
which  had  u>ur  members  in  the  House, 
besides  the  hon.  alderman  who  repre« 
sented  St.  Alban's,  who  were  all  ready  to 
advocate  its  interests  in  that  House, 
claimed  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  order.  Why  did  not  the  worthy 
alderman  show  why  the  order  should  not 
be  complied  with  himself?  All  knew  he 
was  possessed  of  considerable  information, 
and  that  he  had  great  talents.  The 
learned  gentleman  concluded  with  movmg 
the  previous  question. 

Sir  J.  Shaw  vindicated  the  dty  of 
London,  and  contended  that  the  order 
ooffht  to  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  fFrottedeyf  being  one  of  those  who 
voted  for  the  production  of  these  papers, 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  support  the 
proposition ;  that  counsel  shoula  be  heard 
before  a  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
stating  any  reasons  that  could  be  adduced 
against  laying  the  difierent  accounts  be- 
fore the  House.  The  proposition  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  reasonable  one.  The 
origiiud  motion  for  papers  wss  of  a  most 
extensive  naturci  and  it  seemed  to  him, 
that  parliament  never  was  called  on  to 
concede  a  proposition  for  hearing  counsel* 
in  a  case  tnat  more  decidedly  demanded 
stich  an  indulgence. 

Shr  M.  W.  Ridley  thought  it  reasonable 
that  the  committee  should  be  granted. 
He  would  therefore  support  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  present 
motion  was  one  of  a  peculiar  natin-e. 
The  petitioners  required  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  something.  Against 
what  ?  Why,  against  the  orders  of  the 
House  itself;  and  with  this  peculiar  fea- 
ture, that  the  reference  was  to  be  made 
from  the  House  to  a  committee.  This, 
he  believed,  was  altogether  unprece- 
dented. 

Mr.  Sumner  said,  it  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  London  to  pray  that  they  should 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  an  order  of 
the  House.  There  was  never  an  instance 
of  the  kind  before,  and  there  was  no  reason 
for  establishing  the  precedent  at  present. 
The  application  for  money  to  indemnify 
the  city  for  buildiog  a  gaol  was  not  the 
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only  gf  otmd  of  the  order  ibr  which  lie  had 
moved.    He  directly  charged  the  city  of 
London  with  erobezzliDg  5S,0002.  from  a 
trust  which   was  intended  for   purposes 
quite  different  to  those  for  which  it  was 
employed*      Could    the    city  sit   down 
quietly  under  such  a  charge  as  this  with- 
opt  attempting  anv  jastification?    They 
could  not  }WiS£y  thems^ves  without  pro- 
ducing the  acceuats  that  had  been  ordered. 
The  greatest  irregularity  prevailed  in  their 
expenditure.    It  was  this  which  rendered 
the  s^lication  for  MfiOOl.  necessary. 
The  money  was  spent  in  a  most  lavish 
nyaoner,  without  any  instruction  either 
from  the  common  council  or  the  court  of 
aldermen.     The  expense  was   incurred 
merely  upon  the  authority  of  a  committee 
ceasisting  of  three  persons.      In    this 
manner  95,000/.  was  squandered  away» 
aPad  then  Uie  city  came  forward  with  an 
application  for  34,000/.  mere.    No  other 
body  but  the  city  of  London  dare  come  for- 
ward fvtfelvsiieh  a  proposition  under  such 
civcttOMtaiices,    If  the  accounts  were  pro- 
ducedi  he  would  undertake  to  show  that 
the  expenditure  had  been  most  lavish  and 
profuse.    The  order  of  the  House  for  their 
pcoduction  was  delivered  to  the  cham- 
DerlaiD»  the  chamberlain  gave  it  to  the 
reBsembrancer,   and  he  to   the  common 
council^  who  referred  it  to  a  cemmittee^ 
and  the  opinion  of  counsel  was  procured 
upon  the  subject.    If  the  present  motion 
was  agreed  tOy  the  consequence  would 
be,  tlmt  nothing  could   be  done  in  the 
business  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
Every  person  knew  the  delay  attendant 
upon   such  a  proceeding  even  before  a 
private  committeoy  and»  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  gentlemen  were  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  dine  the  moment  counsel  ap- 
peared.   The  only  object  of  the  motion 
was,  to  spin  out  the  session,  that  the  city 
might  evade  that  which  thev  dare  not  con* 
tradict.    It  was  said  that  the  city  was  not 
bound  to  build  the  gaol.     They  would 
never  have  attempted  it  if  they  did  not 
consider  themselves  bound.    Would  any 
person  tell  him  that  the  most  wealthy  part 
of  the  country,  and  being  the  most  weal* 
thy  the  most  liable  perhaps  to  vice,  was 
not  bound  to  contribute  any  thing  towards 
the  erectioo  of  its  gaols  I 

Mr.  Btnmet  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  voted  for  the  production  of  the 
city  aooouBta;  but  be  had  been  betrayed 
into  a  vete  on  grounds  which  he  had  since 
found  were  not  tenable.  Neither  of  the 
two  membeia  for  the  city  had  stated  what 
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he  considered  the  strongest  argmaenc 
aiEainat  the  productioa  of  the  aceounta. 
The  funds  to  which  those  accounts  related, 
were  the  private  property  of  the  city  oT 
London,  and,  with  respect  to  them,,  they 
were  accountable  not  ta  that  House  but 
to  the  court  of  chancery.  There  was  not 
a  member  of  the  city  of  London,  but  eouM 
go  to  the  court  of  chajicery  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  stopping  any  improper  expendi- 
ture of  these  funds.  In  makmg  this  order 
he  considered  the  House  to  have  got  intei 
a  scrape ;  and  it  could  onljr  get  out  of  it 
by  complying  with  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
baroneJL  If  they  went  into  a  committee 
up  stairs,  they  would  then  see  what  the 
nature  of  the  property  was. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  there  waa  na 
ground  for  charging  the  city  with  having 
appropriated  the  Sridge*houae  estate  to 
any  other  objects  than  those  for  which  it 
was  intended.  It  was  true,  that  out  of 
the  produce  of  this  estate  some  money  was 
lent  for  the  improvement  of  Surrey,,  but 
then  it  ivas  lent  upon  rnterest.  No  part 
of  it  was  employed  for  private  purposes. 
The  94,000^.  for  which  application  was 
made*,  had  been  laid  out  at  the  desire  of 
the  Houae.  It  was  expended  to  enlarge  & 
prison  which  was  too  crowded.  This  waa 
not  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  city 
alone,  but  also  for  that  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  The  city  of  London  waa  at 
the  expense  of  at  least  20,000/.  a- year  to 
snpport  prisoners  for  that  county.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  see  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  the  motion ;  since  by  the 
investigation  of  a  committee  alone,  before 
which  their  counsel  would  have  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  entering  into  the  case,  could  the 
House  arrive  at  a  just  conchiaion  on  this 
very  intricate  subject. 

Mr.  Wffnn  said,  that  the  only  question 
was,  whether  a  case  had  been  made  out 
to  justify  the  House  in  calling  for  die 
accounts  of  the  corporation ;  for  that  the 
House  was  entitled  in  certain  cases  to  do 
so,  was  not  in  his  opinion  to  be  ques- 
tionedk  He  instanced  the  caae  of  charit- 
able corporations.  But  the  right  of  the 
House  was  confined  to  the  necesrity,  and 
as  the  hill  to  grant  the  city  a  sum  of 
public  money  Imd  been  abandoned,  he 
saw  no  reason  why^  the  Heuso  should  per* 
silt  in  Its  order. 

The  Speaker  re-atated  to  the  Housoi,  Uiat 
the  petitioners  prayed  to  be  heard  by 
counsel*  The  motioni  was  for  referring 
the  petition  to  a  coonrittee.  It  would  be, 
he  apprehended,   contrary^  to   usage  to 
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dUoir  Goiaisel  to  be  «beard  befove  a  com-  | 
nittee,  at  counsel  aga»Mt  an  ovder  of  the 
whole  House.  Legal  men  mighti  hov- 
lever,  be  examined  as  evtdenoe»  aa  to  the 
coosequenoet  of  the  order  of  the  Home. 
Ha  wuhed  also  io  remind  the  Houfle*  that 
the  bill  which  had  beea  alladed  ta»  had  net 
^een  withdfawn. 

Mr«  Lamh  •Considered  the  queetion  of 
importantse*     An  absolttle  order  af  the 
fionse  bad  1>aen  aenred  oa  the  cky  to 
|iMduce  certain  information  toirliich  the 
tUtf  thought  ptoperlo  demur.    Thea  aae 
6f  /theidty  membecs  cane  farwavd  to  aasae 
that  Ae  ipetition  df  'the  city,  beggiog  to 
beiieard  by  iia  caiaiael*  should  be  Taferosd 
to  a  -select  committee.     The  pseoedeot 
was  one  which  might  be  carried  to  a  ibMs- 
gerous  length,  ami  the  future  orders  of 
the  House  for  the  production  of  informa- 
tion might  be  treated  with  equal  disrea- 
peoty  and  be  demurred  to,  as  in  this  in-  I 
atance»  to  the  manifest  inconvenience  of 
public  discusdon  rand  the  irantaction  of 
uiterasting   public  business.     Although 
the  order  had  been  issued  in  cooaequence 
of  the  sidicitation  of  the  city  for  a  ^rote  in 
aid  of  the  charges  dependant  on  its  eUate, 
still  the  House  ought  not  to  adopt  hastily 
any  precedent  on  the  subject.    He  should 
rather  suggest,  that,  on  the  bill  being 
withdrawn^  the  order  should  also  be  with- 
drawn* 

After  some  farther  convenatian,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  motion  should  be  with- 
drawn ;  diat  the  New  Prison  bill  should 
be  ordered  tobe  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months ;  and  that  the  order  of  the 
Hoase  of  the  2^h  of  February  ahould  be 
discharged* 

Mr.  Swnner  then  said,  that  he  bad 
done  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  was 
aatisEed.  It  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
the-oarporation  of  London  would  sit  down 
under  a  charge  of  having,  in  their  cha- 
racter of  trustees  of  the  Bridge  estate, 
nisapplied  SSfiOOl.  of  the  trait  money. 

Mr.  Alderman  fVood  said,  they  had,  as 
good  trustees,  lent  the  money  on -good 
aecurity,  and  at  good  interest. 


Motion  ton  a  Combi ittsb  oh  the 
PxTFTioifs^coMPLaiianio  ov  IsiviviaoN- 

MKMT    FOR    VRa     SaI/E  «0V     PoLmCAL 

Books..]  Mr.  Bsaase  aaid  hetrose  to  -odi 
the  attention  of.  the  House  to  certain  acts 
which  had  arisen  out  of  that  celebrated 
dfcular  kiter  of  loni  Sidmouth,*  which 
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would  not  speedily  be  foi^ten  br  Ae 
cowitrr.    On  the  l^galky  of  that  4tter, 
which  »ad  divided  ao  many  great  autbo- 
'rktes,  k  would  be  psesumptuous  for  1dm 
to  ofer  an  opinion.     Bat  there  was  ane 
part-oa  which  there  was  Kttle  dtffivence 
at  least  in  the  countfTy  xuuaelyt  that  part 
in  which  he  deprived  the  magialaBtes  df 
4hat  iUacretion  which  by  law  Jtkey  ssere 
directed  to  o&ercise*    That  letter,  on  iko 
mhcAe  bad  beea  very  harmless,  for  it  had 
^educed  little  emct.     At  the  (joarter 
aessionsof  one  great  county,  it  had,  iie 
was  iafonaed,   ben  treated  with  much 
contempt;  the  diEdcman  having  said,  ^<  Let 
•us  not  be  troubled  with  such  trashas  this*'* 
iln  other  plaoes  it  had  beea  reoai^^  ta 
Biesrly  the  same  manner.     Many  steps, 
therefore,  had  not  been  taken  in  'cons^ 
S|uenceof  il,  but  there  had  aotbeon  want- 
ing busy,  active,  intriguing  men,  who  did 
Slot  cave  what  the  law  was,  but  wished  to 
have  it  such  as  the  government  would 
have  it  to  be.    Sudh  persons  in  an  ordi« 
aaiy  tiaM  would  have  sunk  into  instgni- 
ficnnoe,   but  like  some   other  creeping 
animals  were  drawn  out  of  their  holes  by 
a  shower.    He  should  bring  before  the  au 
tention  of  the  House  transactions  which 
would  speak  for  themselves,   and  which 
would  display  a  practice  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen. 
These  were  the  men  to  whom  it  gave  un* 
due  authority,   while  it  diminished  the 
power  of  honest  and  upright  magistrates. 
He  who  ran  might  read,  and  he  who  read 
must  uaderstand  that  this  was  inconsistent 
with  a  fair  and  just  administration  of  the 
laws.    In  the  month  of  iFebruary  1817, 
this  celebrated  letter  had  been  written. 
In  the  same  month  of  the  same  year  two 
persona  were  imprisoned  upon  a  charge  of 
scaling  libellous  publications;   they  were 
Jonathan  Buckley  Melhir   and  fiamoel 
Pilling,  of  Warrmgton.^     There  never 
was  a  more  illegal  traasaction  than  the 
search  of  their  houses  and  persons  b^  the 
officers,  in  order  to  find  libellous  writings; 
If  the  House  could  forget  the  solemn  &» 
ctsioOs  of  the  courts  of  law,  it  could  not 
forget  its  own  resoltttion,  that  the  search* 
ing  of  houses  for  libellous  papers  was  ille- 
gal.   Prom  the  houses  so  searched  was 
taken  away  a  great  quantity  of  books 
which  were  not  alle«d  to  be  h*bfellous«»* 
sBch  as  Rolfin's  History,  and  Wynne's 
History  of  America.    They  were  brought 

«  For  copies  of  Atir  PetitionS|foe  Vol. 
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before' the  police  officers,  and  bail  was 
demanded  from  them,  which  they  could 
not  give,  and  they  were  accordingly  com- 
mitted to  prison.  They  were  committed 
not  to  the  county  gaol,  but  to  the  House 


trial,  they  were  informed,  that  the  indict 
ment  was  removed  by  certinrari  to  the 
court  of  King's- bench,  and  they  were  loM 
they  should  be  liberated,  if  they  would 
give  bail.     Being  unable  tu  give  bail,  thoy 


of  Correction*     They  were  ironed— they  |  were  recommitted  to  their  former  prisoD, 
were  sent  to  associate  with  felons  and  to  !  where  they  remained  until   September^ 


hard  labour,  that  was,  to  such  labour  as 
convicted  felons  were  sentenced  to,— whe> 
ther  it  was  picking  oakum  or  sawing  stone, 
the  disgrace  was  the  same.  The  libeb 
which  these  persons  were  accused  of  sel- 
ling were  the  Political  Litanies,  respecting 
which,  lest  he  should  be  mistaken,  he 
wished  to  say,  that  he  held  them  in  ab- 
horrence, whether  published  by  rich  or 
poor— by  a  broken  aown  bookseller  or  a 


when  they  were  liberated,  the  farce  of 
alarm  which  gave  birth  to  persecution  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  having 
by  that  time  concluded. — Having  thus 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
tbe  cases  of  these  two  individuals,  he  fell 
himself  bound  to  say,  that  he  believed 
there  mifcht  be  something  in  the  fnapen 
which  he  then  held  in  his  hand  that  mighl 
not  be  perfectly  true.  Some  matters,  lie 
believed,   might  be  rather  overcharged^ 


minister  of  state.     But  if  these  men  had 

been  the  original  publishers,  instead  of'  or  mistaken,  if  not  indeed  untrue.    It 

being  venders,   and  had  been  tried  and    certain,  however,  that  great  severity  had 


convicted  in  the  court  of  King's-bench, 
they  would  have  been  probably  sent  to 
the  prison  of  that  court,   provided  with 
good  apartments,  and  with  the  opportu- 
nity   of  associating  with  persons  who, 
whatever    their    misfortunes    might    be, 
were  not  infamous.    Yet  these  persons, 
who,  even  if  they  had  been  founa  guilty, 
would  have  been  much  less  criminal,  were 
obliged  to  associate  with  criminals.    They 
alept  in  a  room  to  themselves,  but  all  day 
they  were  obliged  to  associate  with  felons 
in  a  common  yard,  and  they  had  felons 
fare.    It  was  illegal,   in  the  first  place, 
to  have  committed  these  persons  to  the 
House  of  Correction.    Those  places  were 
originally  built  for  the  reception  of  thieves 
and  vagabonds,   and  other  persons  con* 
victed.     It  had  grown  into  a  practice, 
particularly  in  the  metropolis,  to  commit 
persons  for  trial  for  felony  to  these  places ; 
but,  if  that  were  allowable,  was  it  to  be 
endured  that  persons,  whom  it  was  only 
neceuary  to  have  forthcoming  to  stand 
their  triaJ,  should  be  committed  to  such 
a  place  ?    From  the  House  of  Correction, 
they  were  sent  in  a  cart,  handcufled,  to 
the  place  of  trial ;   the  felons  sent  first, 
the  persons  to  be  tried  for  misdemeanors 
following.     He  knew  that  it  would  be 
said,  that  the  handcuib  were  with  slight 
chains.    But  that  they  were  handcuffed 
could  not  be  denied,  nor  that  they  were 
taken  eighteen  miles  in  an  open  cart  for 
trial.    While  in  prison,   they  were  con* 
fined  among  some  old  offenders,  alUiongh 
in  the  misdemeanor  ward,   and  on  their 
arrival  at  the  place  fixed  for  their  trial, 
they  were  huddled  together  with  felons. 
But,  instead  of  their  being  brought  to 


been  exercised.     He  held,  that  it  would 
be  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  to  dweU 
on  the  argument,  that  imprisonment  be* 
fore  conviction  was  not  intended  for  any 
other  purpose  than  safe  custody.    If  anjr 
thing  were  superadded ;   if  the  persona 
were  put  into  irons,   or  subjected  to  any 
species  of  punishment,   it  was  not  only 
illegal,  but  disgraceful  to  the  country  in 
which  we  lived— a  reproach  to  the  age  ia 
which  we  were  born.    He  begged  pardon 
of  the  House  for  having  detained  tnem  so 
long  on  these  two  cases.    He  would  now 
proceed  to  the  third  case,  that  of  Robert 
Swindells,   of  Macclesfield,*   and,  with 
respect  to  the  statement  which  he  was 
about  to  make,  he  could  assure  them  that 
he  entertained  no  doubt  of  its  being  cor« 
rect,   as  he  had  employed  a  professional 
person  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  strict 
truth.     He  had  also  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Swindells  himself.     It  appeared,   theii^ 
that  on  the  10th  of  March,  1817,  abous 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  Mr.  Swin* 
dells  and  his  wife,  who  was  eight  months 
gone  with  child,  were  in  bed,  they  were 
disturbed  by  a  knocking  at   the  door* 
Mr.  Swindells  looked  out  of  the  window, 
and  saw  some  persons,  who  desired  him 
to  come  down  and  open  the  door»  or  they 
would  force  it.    Alarmed  by  this  threat* 
he  came  down  and  opened  the  door,  when 
they  rushed  in  and  asked  for  persons  whe 
they  supposed  lodged  in  the  houses    A 
strict  search  was  made  in  every  part,  but 
no  persons  were  discovered.    They  theit 
tore  open  all  the  trunks*  took  several 
papers  out  of  them,  and  stripped  Mr. 
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Swindellt  of  the  little  property  that  be- 
longed to  him.  The  alarm  and  terror  of 
the  wife  were  so  great  on  this  occasion, 
that  she  never  recovered  from  the  effects. 
On  the  26th  of  April  she  was  delivered  of 
a  child,  and  on  the  28th  she  died.  On 
the  31st  of  May  the  child,  deprived  of 
the  care  and  support  of  its  mother,  expired. 
Mr,  Swindells  himself,  after  suffering  va- 
rious hardships,  was  at  last  liberated  with- 
out having  been  brought  to  trial.  Here, 
then,  was  another  instance  of  the  tender 
mercies  of  his  majesty's  government — 
another  example  of  persons  taken  up  with- 
out having  committed  any  crime,  and  dis- 
charged without  any  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing  their  innocence.  Such  cases  of  injus- 
tice could  not  fail  to  make  a  very  power- 
ful impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
He  thought  it  right  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  the  individual  whose  case  he  had  just 
described  was  an  old  seaman  ;  he  had  been 
eleven  years  in  the  service,  during  four  of 
.which  he  was  on  board  the  Ville  die  Paris, 
i>lockading  the  squadron  ^t  Brest.  He 
would  now  put  it  to  the  House,  whether, 
jupposing  that  the  petitioners  had  some- 
what coloured  their  statements,  these 
cases  did  not  deserve  the  most  serious  at- 
tention. They  were  about  to  be  sept  back 
to  their  constituents,  and  would  they  re- 
turn to  them  with  the  stigma  on  their  cha- 
racters, that  when  people  were  imprisoned 
by  magistrates,  under  the  sanction  of  his 
majesty's  government,  the  House  shut  its 
ears  to  their  petitions,  and  refused  to  in- 
fltitute  an^  inquiry?  Leaving  them  to 
answer  this  question  by  the  vote  which 
they  would  give  that  night,  he  should  now 
conclude  with  moving,  *•  That  a  Commit- 
tee be  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  Peti-  j 
tions  presented  by  Jonathan  Mellor  and  | 
Samuel  Pilling  of  Warrington,  on  the  3rd 
4>f  March,  and  also  of  Robert  Swindells 
of  Macclesfield,  on  the  I3th  of  the  same 
month.** 

Mr.  Davenport  observed,  that  the  state-* 
ment  as  to  the  case  of  Swmdells,  wad  in 
many  respects  erroneous.  The  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  read  a  letter, 
which  he  haa  received  on  the  subject, 
from  a  magistrate  of  Macclesfield.  The 
letter  stated,  that  on  the  night  in  question, 
a  large  party  had  set  out  nom  Manches- 
ter, and  had  arrived  at  Macclesfield,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  town  was  in  a 
state  of  great  confusion  and  alarm,  and 
the  cavalry  had  been  ordered  to  parade 
the  streets.  Information  had  been  given, 
that  a  party  was  assembled  at  Sirindells, 
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and  four  of  the  magistrates  repaired  to  the 
place.  He  knew  the  gentleman  com- 
plained of  to  possess  great  benevolence, 
and  to  be  as  incapable  of  committing  any 
act  of  cruelty,  as  he  himself  would  be  of 
defending  such  an  act.  So  far  from  this 
man's  wife  having  been  starved  with  cold, 
and  hence  falling  a  victim  in  childbed.  It 
was  a  fact  that  she  had  gone  to  her  work 
at  the  silk  factory  the  next  day  without 
ever  having  complained  that  she  was  un- 
well. It  was  farther  denied  on  the  part 
of  the  magistrates  who  had  consulted  the 
medical  man  who  attended  her,  that  she 
was  more  than  six  months  advanced  in 
her  pregnancy,  and  he  had  also  stated 
that,  during  her  time  of  gestation,  she 
bad  been  subject  to  a  violent  cough,  and 
occasionally  to  hysterics. 

Mr.  Blackburne  stated,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  magistrates  from  whom  he  had 
that  day  received  communications,  that 
the  two  other  parties  had  received,  whilst 
in  the  workhouse,  every  accommodation 
which  the  place  afforded ;  and  that  their 
removal  to  prison  was  not  attended  with 
any  unnecessary  rigour,  they  beinff 
placed  in  an  open  cart,  and  connectea 
together,  for  the  sake  of  security,  by  a 
light  chain.  Their  situation  also  in  Pres- 
ton gaol  was  stated  to  be  as  little  irksome 
or  inconvenient  as  it  would  have  been  had 
they  been  sent  to  Lancaster  Castle,  for 
that  gaol  was  at  that  period,  in  common 
with  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  exces- 
sively full. 
The  House  were  about  to  divide,  when 
The  Attorney  General  begged  leave  ta 
assure  the  House,  that  the  Taw,  as  far  as 
related  to  what  bad  been  done  in  these 
prosecutions,  could  not  havo  been  con- 
ducted with  more  lenity.  If  these  persons 
had  been  discharged  on  their  own  recog- 
nizances, it  was  under  his  advice  and  di- 
rection ;  and  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  occasion,  it  was 
that  he  had  relaxed  the  law  in  their  favour. 
With  respect  to  the  cases  of  Mellor  and 
Pilling,  what  course  did  he  pursue  ?  Did 
be  frame  a  bill  or  file  an  ex'-officio  infor- 
mation against  them?  He  would  tell 
tell  those  gentlemen  who  objected  to 
informations  ex  cfficxo^  that  their  objections 
in  these  cases  might  be  set  at  rest ;  for  he 
had  filed  no  information  against  these  men ; 
and  as  to  those  who  objected  to  the  ap- 

Erehension  of  persons  charged  with  libel 
y  the  warrant  of  ma^trates,  he  would 
tell  them  that  their  objections  also  might 
be  easily  removed}  fpr  none  of  these  per* 
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60T)3  had  been  arrested  under  that  proeett* 
He  had  sent  down  a  bill  of  indictment  to 
the  grand  jurj.  The  bill  being  foundi 
and  the  parties,  in  consequence,  having 
been  arrested,  it  struck  him  to  be  more 
proper  that  the  publication  of  such  libels 
i— or,  of  such  papers,  if  he  might  not  call 
them  libels — should  be  submitted  to  a 
higher  tribunal  than  the  quarter-sessions ; 
that,  in  fact,  it  should  be  argued  before 
the  judges  of  the  land ;  and  therefore  he 
removed  the  proceedings  by  certiorari^ 
Snto  the  court  of  King's-bench.  Now, 
these  men  bdiig  in  custody  under  the  bill 
of  indictment,  he  had  a  right,  unless  they 
found  bail,  to  keep  them  in  prison,  al- 
though the  proceedings  had  been  remov- 
ed; but  he  was  unwilling,  as  the  trial 
would  be  postponed  by  his  own  act,  that 
they  should  remain  in  custody ;  and  with 
ihiis  view  it  was  decided,  he  declared  upon 
his  honour  as  a. man,  that  they  shbold  be 
discharged  on  their  own  recognizances. 
}f  then,  he  had  done  any  thing  wrong  in 
those  cases,  it  was  because,  as  attorney- 
general,  and  looking  at  the  character  and 
tendency  of  the  papers,  he  had  relaxed 
tiie  law.  The  defendants  entered  into  re- 
cognizances to  appear  on  the  first  day  of 
the  ensuing  term,  and  plead.  They  ap- 
peared before  the  court  of  King's-oench 
and  pleaded ;  and  the  moment  they  ap- 
peared and  pleaded,  a  motion  was  maae 
that  they  should  be  continued  on  their 
recognizances,  to  appear  again,  in  case 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  answer  the 
charges  against  them.  These  were  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  against  them, 
and  he  now  asked  the  House  whether  it 
was  possible  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  could  have  acted  with  greater  le- 
nity? The  hon.  mover  had  said,  that 
magistrates  had  no  right  to  commit  persons 
of  tiiis  description  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. He  would  'beg  to  itiform  the  hdn. 
meniber,  that  two  statutes  existed  under 
which  magistrates  were  not  only  autho- 
rized to  commit  persons  charged  with  fe- 
lohies,  but  also  those  who  were  appre- 
hended for  misdemeanors,  to  the  House 
brCorrection,  instead  of  the  common  gaol. 
This  was  the  law,  and  in  many  cases,  too, 
it  was  very  advantageous  to  the  persons 
in  custody ;  for  it  might  happen  tnat  the 
cbunty«gaol  would  be  at  a  great  distance 
frbm  the  place  in  which  they  were  arrested, 
and  the  House  of  Correction  would  be 
very  near.  There  were  two  statutes  which 
empowered  magistftltes  in  towns  and  liber- 
ties of  their  own,  to  commit  for  trial  to' die 


Houfee  of  Correctfon.    The  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  stated  another  proposition,  which 
was  true,  but  which  did  not  apply  to  these 
men.  The  22nd  of  George  Srd,  c.  24i,  had 
this  clause  :—that  persons  sent  to    the 
House  of  Correction,  though  not  com- 
mitted to  hard  labour,  may  oe  set  to  worlr, 
if  they  are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
county :  the  work,  however,  must  not  be 
severe,  an  account  is  to  be  kept  of  the 
money  they  earn,  and  when  they  are  dis- 
charged, they  are  entitled  to  one*  half  of 
it.    This  statute  applied  to  persons  not 
committed  for  trial.    Now,    these  men 
did  not  state  What  the  work  was  to  wfafd^ 
they  were  set;  but  he  (the  attorney-ge^ 
neral)  knew  what  it  was.    They  were 
ordered  to  pick  two  pounds  of  ^cotton :  he 
did  not  know  whether  two  pounds  per 
day,  but  this  was  the  work.   With  respect 
to  the  case  of  Swindells^he  was  now 
speaking  to  that  part  of  the  case  which 
related  to  the  prosectiiion— "no  man  could 
be  prosecuted  with  less  severity  than  he 
was.    In  this  case  there  was  no  arrest  bj 
a  magistrate  at  all.    Swindells  having  ref!- 
peatedly  circulated  these  publications,  he 
(theattorney-general)  filed  an  infohnation 
Bx  officio  against  him.    There  was,  how- 
ever, no  warrant  issued  by  a  judge,  none : 
no  warrant  issued  by  a  ma^strate,  none. 
He  was  merely  served  wiui  a  sub^^oa, 
which  is  a  notice  to  appear,  and  thftt  was 
the  document  which  be  referred  to  as 
placing  him  under  the  penaltr  of  lOQf. 
If  a  man  does  not  appear  to  this  noftce, 
the  common  law  process  is,  an  attachcbent 
for  a  contempt  of  the  Court.    The  day 
of  appearance  having  gone  by,  thirteen 
days  after  an  attachment  was  issued  out 
of  the  Crown-office  for  the  apprehensioh 
of  Swindeus.    He  then  applied  to  the 
magistrates,  who  told  him  they  had  no- 
thhig  at  all  to  do  with  it ;  that  it  was  a 
process  issued  by  the  sheriff,  and  they 
had  no  more  power  to  interfere  than  in 
a  case  of  debt ;  that  he  was  bound  to  ffie 
an  appearance,  and  the  moment  he  had 
filed  an  appearance,  he  Was  entitled  to  his 
discharge.      The    defendant,    however, 
did  not  appear,  and,  in  consequence  of 
his  remaiumg  in  gaol,  he  (the  atftrney- 
general)  caused  tKrs  notice  to  be  given 
to  him,  and  if  he  had  not  have  given 
this  notice,  he  might  have  lain  in  gaol 
to  this  hour.    He  said  to  him,  **  If  you 
will  appear,  if  you  can't  come  to  Lon- 
don, or  canU  afford  to  pay  an    attor- 
ney, order 'the  solicitor  or  the  Treasury 
to  enter  an  appearance  for  you,  and  yoa 
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ihall  liave  a  copy  of  ^he  iaformaiion  gratis. 
and  b^  discharged/'  He  appeared  and 
plei^ded,  and  he  was  di8cbarged«  and  he 
was  under  no  recognizance  whatever. 
Mow:,  he  contendedy  that  if  any  prosecu- 
tion was  to  be  instituted  at  aU»  he  had 
rehixed  every  one  of  Ihe  rules  of  law,  ex- 
cept that  of  giving  up  tbe  prosecution, 
H^  declared  nao^t  solemnly,  toat  when  he 
received  the  account  of  Swiodeirs  circu- 
lating these  publications,  when  he  filed  the 
information  ex  qfiiio  against  him,  he  never 
Icnew  tba(  his  house  had  been  entered,  that 
l|is  wife  had  di^d,  or  that  he  had  suffered 
any  of  thf  misfortunes  which  had  been 
sti^ed.  li  would  be  recollected  that,  on 
the  ni^hl  of  the  9A  of  March,  the  night 
pn  w^^ch  his  house  was  entered,  a  great 
iiojdy  of  persons  had  assembled  al  Man^ 
Chester,  and  formed  what  was  called  th^ 
blanketeer  meeting.  One  party  intended 
to.  proceed  by  Stod^port,  the  other  by 
Macclesfield.  One  thousand  of  them  ar« 
rived  at  the  latter  place,  much  cbpfusion 
prevailed,  and  it  was  said  that  some  per- 
sons bad  gone  to  Swindell's  house.  The 
magistrates  sent  to  biro,  and  he  denied 
there  were  any  persons  there.  They  then 
desired  to  see  who  were  in  the  house.  It 
was  true  also  (but  he  was  not  going  to  jus- 
tify it),  they  took  some  papers,  the^liti- 
«al  catechism,  and  others,  and  cautioned 
|)lm  not  to  sell  those  publications*  If  the 
magistrates,  however,  had  acted  wrong  in 
law,  the  House,  considering  the  situation 
4>f  aSairsat  that  time,  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  blame  them  for  what  they  bad 
done*  With  respect  to  Mrs.  Swindelu,  she 
had  been  ill  for  some  time  before ;  but  on 
$he  next  day,  she  went  to  her  work  in  the 
manufactory,  and  neither  she  nor  her  hus- 
band ever  made  any  complaints  that  she 
had  sufiered  any  thing  from  die  house 
^ing  entered.  Swindells  had  stated,  that 
he  could  not  get  any  medical  advice. 
Now.  he  (the  attorney  •general)  had  seen 
9D  affidavit  of  a  surgeon,  who  depcMed, 
thai  after  he  had  attended  the  wife  for 
aome  days,  Swindells  told  him  that  he  did 
not  want  him  any  longery  as  his  wife  had 
got  into  the  infirmary.  From  that  mo- 
ment to  the  time  of  her  death,  she  never 
made  any  complaint,  nor  attributed  her 
illness  to  tbe  causes  which  Swindells  had 
mentioned.  When  Swindells  was  com- 
mitted to  gad,  he  lived  as  wdl  as  any  of 
tho  debtors  in  confinement;  he  had  tea, 
pyffee,  sugar,  bread,  and  meat,  and  lived 
in  evieyy  respect  as  well  as  they  did.  He 
had  oov  slated  tbe  facia  of  these  caaes  to 


the  House,  and  repeating,  as  he  felt  him- 
self entitled  to  do,  that  no  severity  had 
been  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the 
Crown,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
utpaost  lenity  had  been  shown,  he  should 
sit  down  with  giving  his  dissent  to  the 
piotion. 

Sir  5.  Romilly  said»  that  taking  so  dif- 
ferent a  view  of  tbe  question,  and  feeling 
it  as  important  a  one  as  had  ever  been 
submitted  to  that  House,  he  must  tres- 
pass for  a  short  time  on  its  attention* 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  not 
touched  on  those  points  on  which  he 
must  have  supposed  the  House  wer^ 
anxious  to  have  his  opinion.  Much  as  he 
had  been  prepared  from  what  so  frequent- 
ly passed  during  the  session,  namely,  th^ 
atudiouq  silence  of  his  qugesty's  ministers 
on  constitutional  questiona*-be  did  not 
think  it  possible  that  it  could  have  beea 
for  a  moment  intepded  to  have  sent  tha 
present  question  to  a  division  without 
some  explanation.  And  yet  that  appear^ 
ed  to  have  been  the  course  almost  decided 
on  [No,  no,  from  the  Treasury-bench}.. 
Why,  certainly  a  great  pause  had  taken 
place,  indeed,  the  gallery  was  almost 
cleared  for  a  division  before  his  hon.  and 
learned  firiend  had  risen.  He  did  not 
deny,  that  as  far  as  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  concerned,  these  men  were 
treated  with  leniency.  But  he  still  was  of 
opinion,  that  their  case  was  one,  which,  in 
{Mace  of  being  removed  by  certiorari^ 
ought  at  once  to  have  been  judicially  de- 
ci&d.  That  however,  was  not  the  part  of 
the  subject  which  he  thought  of  most  in^ 
portance.  It  was  the  loMing  men  with 
irons  charged  with  the  publication  of  a  li- 
bel. Had  such  a  transaction  taken  place 
a  few  years  back,  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered so  monstrous,  that  scarcely  any 
man  would  have  believed  in  its  existence 
The  member  for  Lancashire  had  read  a 
letter,  which  stated  that  these  men  were 
committed  to  prison  with  the  usual  pre* 
cautions  for  their  safety,  as  were  adopted 
towards  felons.  But  the  publication  of  a 
libel  was  not  a  felony.  The  publication 
with  which  these  men  were  charged  was 
extremely,  reprehensible ;  but  he  denied 
that  it  was  a  blasphemous  libel.  It  was 
true,  indeed,  that  his  boo.  and  learned 
firiend  had  observed,  that  the  magistrates 
had  in  some  degree  exceeded  their  autho- 
rity. He  did  think  that  such  a  novelty 
AS  placing  men  thus  in  fotters  ought  to 
have  afected  his  hon.  and  learned  firiend 
jn  a  qtichsdranger  manner.    BecoUecting 
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the  liberal  ideas,  which  in  early  life  his 
hoD.  and  learned  friend  so  ardentlj  enter- 
tained, he  thought  such  a  violation  of  law 
should  have  attracted  his  consideration, 
acting,  as  the  attorney-general  did,  in  a 
magisterial  capacity,  as  well  for  the  peo- 
ple as  the  Crown.  Would  he  have  then 
endured  that  magistrates  should  put  in 
Irons,  men  charged  with  the  publication 
of  what  country  magistrates  might  deem 
libels  ?  Was  it  not  notorious  that  many 
persons  construed  every  thing  publishedfy 
offensive  to  the  feelings  of  men  in  power, 
a  libel?  Was  not  the  very  respectful  pe- 
tition of  the  bishops  in  the  reign  of  James 
Snd  considered  a  libel?  Let  then  the 
House  remember,  that  they  were  that 
sight  deciding  whether  their  constituents 
were  to  be  placed  in  irons  at  the  discretion 
of  magistrates  previously  to  their  trial  for 
offences,  of  which,  if  convicted,  it  would 
be  against  law  to  fetter  them!  Surely 
these  were  circumstances,  if  any  case  for 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  existed  in  that 
House,  sufficient  to  demand  investigation, 
end  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  re- 
fuse the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend.  He 
inust  own  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  admission  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  when  he  merely  observed  that  the 
seizure  of  these  petitioners  papers  was  not 
le^al.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion 
might  exist  on  other  subjects,  on  the  re- 
spective sides  of  the  House,  it  was  the  re- 
corded decision  of  parliament,  that  the 
seizure  of  men's  papers  charged  with 
libels  was  utterly  illegal.  And  yet  it  was 
uncontradicted  that  the  papers  of  these 
men  were  seized.  Publications  of  the 
most  opposite  description,  the  Evangeli- 
cal Magazine,  Cobbctt's  Register,  he  pre- 
sumed, on  the  principle  of  noscitur  it  sociisj 
were  all  swept  away.  It  was  justly  said 
by  lord  Camden,  that  the  sacredness  of  a 
person's  private  papers  should  never  be 
iiolated  on  the  presumption  of  libellous 
publication.  Who,  indeed,  would  venture 
like  a  Sidney  or  a  Locke  to  write  on  the 
abstract  principles  of  government,  if  their 
papers  were  to  be  exposed  to  the  search  and 
seizure  of  a  countiy  magistrate  and  an  illite- 
rate constable  ?.  let  such  were  the  fruits  of 
die  Circular  of  lord  Sidmouth— that  most 
unconstitutional  interposition  with  the  du- 
ties of  the  magistracy.  Could  the  House 
refuse  to  inquire  into  these  facts  ?  In  all 
oUiercases,  the  inclination  was,  to  presume 
with  the  oppressed  against  the  oppressor ; 
but  on  political  questions  he  regretted  to 
9$jt  that  in  that  House  the  feeling  was, 


however  severe  the  injustice  or  harsh  the 
agent— be  he  minister,  magistrate,  or  con- 
stable— to  decide  against  the  complaints 
of  petitioners. 

Mr.  Bathurst  contended,,  that  as  the 
leading  charge  of  the  hon.  mover  was,  for 
sending  these  men  to  the  House  of  Cor^ 
rection  rather  than  to  the  county  gaol,  it 
was  fully  answered  by  his  hon.  andlearned 
friend,  who  proved  that  it  was  justified  by 
many  statutes,  and  had  been  uniformly 
the  practice  in  the  county  of  Lancaster 
with  prisoners  to  be  tried  at  the  quarter 
sessions.  The  magistrates  had  undoubt- 
edly exceeded  their  powers,  but  it  wias  to 
be  considered,  in  extenuation,  that  the 
occurrence  had  taken  place  at  a  crisis  of 
public  alarm,  when  laree  numbers  of  men 
were  marching  towards  Manchester  for 
illegal  purposes.  All  the  points  of  the 
case  were  already  before  the  House,  and 
therefore  there  was-  no  necessity  for  in- 
stituting any  inquiry,  into  them  by  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lockkart  wished  to  state  briefly 
the  grounds  on  which  he  meant  to  give 
his  vote.  He  would  not  enter  into  any 
discussion  as  to  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  the  prosecution,  nor  would  he  stop  to 
inquire  whether  the  publications  in  cues'* 
tion  were  blasphemous  or  not,  while  it 
must  be  allowed,  on  all  hands,  that  they 
were  full  of  impiety.  He  would  vote  for 
the  motion,  not  because  he  thousht  the 
prosecutions  had  been  oppressively  and 
improperly  instituted,  or  because  he 
beueved  that  thef  had  been  harshly 
conducted.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
that  such  publications  ought  to  be  repres- 
sed by  the  salutary  checks  of  law,  and 
he  saw  every  degree  of  lenity  and  hu- 
manity in  the  conduct  of  the  law-officers 
of  the  Crown,  in  pursuing  the  legal  steps 
to  repress  them.  So  sensible  was  Mr. 
Hone,  the  author  of  some  of  these  libelsp 
of  their  immoral  and  irreligious  tendency, 
that  though  acquitted  b^  a  jury  he  bad 
withdrawn  them  from  circulation,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  he  was  clad  to  see* 
The  attorney-general  had  done  nothing 
but  his  duty,  and  he  would  not  support 
the  motion  on  any  grounds  of  criminatioa 
against  him ;  but  the  use  of  irons  to  con- 
fine men  accused  of  publishing  libels,  or 
of  committing  other  offences  under  the 
name  of  misdemeanora,  demanded  in- 
vestigation and  correction,  and  on  that 
ground  he  would  vote  for  the  proposed 
inquiry  into  the  cases  adduced.  Hs 
thought  it  contrary  to  the  laws  aadooo- 
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ttitution  of  this  country— a  practice  un- 
heard of  by  our  anceston— a  practice 
that  had  lately  crept  in,  and  which  if  not 
corrected  might  lead  to  great  oppression 
i— to  inflict  such  a  mark  of  ignominy,  as 
imposing  irons,  as  on  common  felons,  on 
those  who  were  charged  with  misdemean- 
As   the  House,  therefore,  had  got 
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this  specific  case  before  them,  they  ought 
to  investigate  it,  for  the  purpose  of  apply* 
ing  a  general  remedy,  for  tne  purpose  of 
correcting  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  law  of  the  land.  It  ought 
to  be  recollected,  that  persona  who  had 
committed  misdemeanors  had  been  guilty 
of  only  minor  offences,  and  that  the  pu- 
sislmient  which  awaited  conviction  was 
generally  of  so  slight  a  nature  as  to  excite 
tio  fears  that  they  would  endeavour  to 
escape  before  triid.  It  was  not  necessary 
therefore  to  put  them  in  irons  in  order  to 
keep  them  in  safe  custody;  and  as  safe 
custody,  and  not  punishment,  was  the 
ground  on  whidi  the  use  of  irons  could 
£e  justified,  in  the  case  of  men  who  were 
convicted  of  no  offence,  such  a  practice 
cught  not  to  be  resorted  to  for  misde- 
meanours. Another  reason  still  against 
the  practice  was  to  be  found  in  the  nature 
of  the  oiFences  themselves,  which  were 
often  so  indefinite,  as  not  to  be  accurately 
determined  before  trial.  Where  crimes 
were  committed  against  society  that  were 
accurately  defined  by  law,  the  objection 
was  not  so  strong  against  any  means  of 
^detention ;  but  it  appeared  hard  and  op- 
pressive to  iron,  like  felons,  persons  who 
might  be  found  by  a  jnry  to  have  com- 
mitted no  oflbnce,  though  the  facts  for 
which  they  were  imprisoned  were  proved 
sigainst  them.  This  reasoning  applied  more 
alrongly  to  persons  charged  with  abuses 
of  the  press,  than  to  persons  accused  of 
odier  kinds  of  misdemeanour.  The  press 
was  a  powerful  engine ;  and  being  capable 
'«f  producing  as  great  mischief  to  society 
when  misdirected  as  benefit  when  properly 
managed,  its  abuses  required  to  be  watched 
-and  checked :  but  offences  of  this  nature 
were  frequently  very  undefined;  and  it 
appeai'ed  monstrous  to  intrust  the  power 
CI  punishing  like  felons,  persons  whose 
offences  might  depend  on  the  impressions 
cf  individuals.  In  proportion  to  the  un- 
certainty of  the  law  on  the  point,  ought 
to  be  the  leniency  with  which  the  penons 
accused  of  breaking  it  ought  to  be  treated 
before  conviction.  To  treat  those  charged 
with  publishing  libels  like  common  felons, 

or  persons  condtmiwd  finr  olfeBCCi- to 


degrade  them  by  imprisonment  in  irons 
—to  drag  them  from  place  to  place, 
chained  like  criminals  wno  had  violated 
the  most  sacred  laws  of  society,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  cruelty  apd  oppression,  which 
demanded  inquiry  and  correction.  Oa 
these  grounds  he  would  support  the  xao* 
tion,  and  he  thought  by  doing  so  that  be 
was  performing  a  duty  which  he  owed  to 
the  laws  and  the  constitution  of  his  conn* 
try,  of  which  he  conceived  this  practice 
was  a  direct  violation. 

Mr.  Bennet  made  a  short  reply,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  observed,  that  no  at* 
tempt  whatever  had  been  made  to  deny 
the  facts  of  the  case ;  and  trusted  that 
should  his  motion  be  negatived,  the  coun» 
try  would  not  fail  to  remark,  that  one  of 
the  last  acts  of  the  present  House  of 
Conunons  was,  to  refuse  inquiry  into  a 
case  which  was  manifestly  one  of  gross 
opppression. 

The  House  divided : 

Ayes  17 

Noes    73 

Majority... ••••  m^ 

LiH  of  the  Minority. 

Barham,  J.  F.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Brougham,  Heniy  Onslow,  Serjeant 

Burdett,  sir  F.  Pamell,  sir  H. 

Carter,  John  Romilly,  sir  S. 

Caulfield,  hon.  H.  Scudamore.  R. 

Gaskell,  B.  Seflon,  lord 

Heron,  sir  R.  Smith,  R. 
Howarth,  Humph.  TELLaas. 

Lockbart,  J.  Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 

Moore,  Peter  Monck,  sir  C. 

Crboitors  or  thb  Nabob  or  ths 
Cabnatic]  Mr.  Marsh  rose  to  bring 
forward  his  motion  for  a  committee  on 
the  daims  of  certain  Creditors  on  the 
Nabc^  of  the  Carnatic.  In  the  yean 
1796  and  1797,  the  gentlemen  who  had 
now  petitioned  the  House,  had  advanced 
large  sums  of  \noney,  to  the  amount  of 
above  100,000^.  to  the  nabob,  to  be  re- 
paid by  monthly  instalments.  This  money 
was  lent  in  a  fair  open  way,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  local  authorities,  and  the  peti^ 
tinners  had  the  receipts  for  it.  But  in 
1801,  a  most  important  revolution  look 
place  in  the  territory,  the  revenues  of 
which  had  been  pledged  as  security  for 
the  debts.  The  East  India  company  took 
possession  of  the  whole  administration  of 
the  Carnatic,  civil  and  militarv,  and  on 
them  it  of  course  depended  whether  the 
assignments  on*  the  country  should  be 
made  good.  They  thought  proper  to  re- 
ject iGs  dans  or  the  prationers,  on  the 


859]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  JUv&nVH  qfihe  Ciiy  qfLmbm.  [860 


only  gf  oimd  of  the  order  for  which  he  had 
moved.    He  directly  charged  the  city  of 
London  with  embesallDg  5S,0002.  from  a 
trufti  which   was  intended   for  purposes 
quite  difierent  to  those  for  wUch  it  was 
employed.      Could    the    city  sit    down 
quietly  under  such  a  charge  as  this  with- 
out attempting  an v  justification?    They 
could  not  juflwy  themsdiires  without  pro- 
ducing the  acceuats  that  had  been  ordered. 
The  greatest  irregularity  prevailed  in  their 
expenditure.    It  was  this  which  rendered 
the  application  for  S4?»000{.  necessary. 
The  money  was  spent  in  a  most  lavish 
manner,  without  any  instruction  either 
from  the  common  council  or  the  court  of 
aldermen.     The  expense  was   incurred 
merely  upon  the  authority  of  a  committee 
coBsisting  of  three  persons.      In   this 
manner  95|000/.  was  squandered  away» 
and  then  Uie  city  come  forward  with  an 
application  for  34,000^  mare.    No  other 
body  but  the  city  of  London  dare  come  for- 
ward with!  such  a  preposition  under  such 
circumstaiices,    If  the  accounts  were  pre- 
ducedi  he  woidd  undertake  to  show  that 
the  expenditure  had  been  most  lavish  and 
profuse.    The  order  of  the  House  for  their 
production  was  delivered  to  the  cham* 
berlain*  the  chamberlain  gave  it  to  the 
reB(ienibrancer»   and  he  to   the  common 
council^  who  referred  it  to  a  committee^ 
and  the  opinion  of  counsel  was  procured 
upon  the  subject.    If  the  present  motion 
was  agreed  lo,   the  consequence  would 
be,  tlMt  nothing  could   be  done  in  the 
business  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
Every  person  knew  the  delay  attendant 
upon   such  a  proceeding  even  before  a 
privaAe  committee,  and,  at  the  bsr  of  the 
House,  gentlemen  were  in  the  habit  of 
going  to  dine  the  moment  counsel  ap- 
peared.   The  only  object  of  the  motion 
was,  to  spin  out  the  session,  that  the  city 
might  evade  that  which  thev  dare  not  con- 
tradict.   It  was  said  that  the  city  was  not 
bound  to  build  the  gaol.     They  would 
never  have  attempted  it  if  thev  did  not 
consider  themselves  bound.    Would  any 
person  tell  him  that  the  most  wealthy  part 
of  the  country,  and  being  the  most  weal* 
thy  the  most  liable  perhaps  to  vice,  was 
not  bound  to  contribute  any  thing  towards 
the  erection  of  its  gaols  I 

Mr.  fimnsl  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  voted  for  the  production  of  the 
Gily  aooouata{  but  be  had  been  betrayed 
into  a  vote  on  grounds  iriiich  he  had  sioce 
found  were  not  lenabie.  Neither  of  the 
tiro  maoibem  for  the  city  had  atafeed  wh«t 
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he  eanaideied  the  strongest  argtv&ent 
afUBat  the  production  ef  the  accounta. 
The  funds  to  which  those  accounta  related, 
were  the  private  property  of  the  city  of 
Londoni  and,  with  respect  ta  them,  they 
were  accountable  not  to  that  House  btii 
to  the  court  of  chancery.  There  was  not 
a  member  of  the  city  ^f  London  but  could 
go  to  the  court  of  chancery  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  stopping  any  improper  expend!* 
ture  ef  these  funds.  In  makmg  this  order 
he  considered  the  House  to  have  got  into 
a  scrape ;  and  it  could  onlj^  get  out  of  it 
by  complying  with  the  motion  of  the  boa. 
baroneu  If  they  went  into  a  committee 
up  stairs,  they  would  then  see  what  the 
nature  of  the  property  wss. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  said,  there  waa  no 
ground  for  ehargiiur  the  city  with  having 
appropriated  the  §ridge-houae  estate  to 
any  other  objects  than  those  for  whidi  it 
was  intended.  It  was  true,  that  out  of 
the  produce  of  this  estate  some  money  was 
lent  for  the  improvement  of  Surrey,^  but 
then  it  vrm  lent  upon  iti teres t.  No  part 
of  it  was  employed  for  private  purposes. 
The  34)000^  for  which  appheation  was 
made,  had  been  laid  out  at  the  desire  of 
the  Houoe.  It  was  expended  to  enlarge  a^ 
prison  which  was  too  crowded.  This  waa 
not  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  city 
alone,  but  also  for  that  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  The  city  of  London  waa  «t 
the  expense  of  at  least  20,000^.  a- year  to 
support  prisoners  for  that  county.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  see  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  the  motion ;  since  by  the 
investigation  of  a  committee  alone,  before 
which  their  counsel  would  have  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  entering  into  the  case,  could  the 
House  arrive  at  a  just  conchiaioa  on  this 
very  intricate  subject. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  the  only  question 
was,  whether  a  case  had  been  made  out 
to  justify  the  House  in  calling  for  the 
accounts  of  the  corporation;  for  that  the 
House  was  entitled  in  certain  cases  to  do 
so,  was  not  in  his  opinion  to  be  quea- 
tionedk  He  instanced  tlie  case  of  charit* 
able  corporations.  But  the  right  of  the 
House  was  confined  to  the  neeeasity,  and 
aa  the  hill  to  grant  the  city  a  sun  of 
paUic  money  had  been  abandoned,  ha 
saw  no  reason  why  t^  House  should  per* 
siat  in  ks  order* 

The  Speaher  re-stated  to  the  Houses  that 
the  pelilionen  prayed  to  be  heard  by 
counscL  The  matioa  was  for  referring 
the  petition  to  a  conomitlee.  It  wouki  be, 
he  apprehended,   contrary'  to   usage  to 
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Mam  coiB»el  to  be  iieard  befote  a  com* 
niltee,  as  counsel  against  an  opder  of  the 
whole  House.  Legal  men  might,  how«» 
fever,  be  examined  as  evideooe*  aa  to  tibe 
«onsequenoes  of  the  'Order  of  the  Haiise. 
He  wished  also  to  remind  the  House,  that 
the  bill  which  had  been  alladed  (o,  had  net 
lieen  withdsawn. 

Mr.  Lam^  •considered  the  queation  of 
importanoe.  An  absolute  order  of  ike 
JUonse  had  !been  aenred  on  the  city  to 
fiaadiice  oertain  information  to^wliich  the 
ditfr  Ihottgbt  ptoperlo  demur.  Then  ane 
6f  4he<aty  members  came  ferwasd  to  SMMre 
that  the  ipetition  of  the  city,  ibegging  -to 
lie\heard  by  iss  cemisel,  should  be  Tafensd 
to  a  select  committee.  The  pteeedeot 
was  one  which  might  be  csvried  to  a  6&^ 
gevous  length,  and  the  future  orders  of 
we  House  for  the  production  of  inforoEia- 
tion  might  be  tceated  with  equal  disres^ 
peot,  and  he  demurred  to,  as  io  this  in- 
stance, to  the  manifisst  inconTenienee  of 

public  (iUscussion  :ond  the  Aransaction  of 

interesting   public  business.      Although 

the  order  had  been  issued  in  consequence 

of  the  solicitation  of  the  city  for  a  vote  in 

aid  of  the  charges  dependant  on  its  estate, 

still  the  House  ouaht  not  to  adopt  hastily 

any  precedent  on  the  subject.    He  should 

rather  suggest,  that,  on  the  bill  being 

withdrawn,  the  order  should  also  be  with- 
drawn* 
AiUr  some  farther  conversatien,  it  was 

agreed  that  the  motion  should  be  with- 
drawn ;  that  the  New  Prison  bill  should 

be  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 

day  six  months ;  and  that  the  order  of  Uie 

Hoase  of  the  24th  of  February  ahould  be 

discharged. 

Mr.  Sumner  then   said,  that  he  had 

done  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  and  was 

satisfied.    It  remained  to  be  seen  whether 

the  corporation  of  London  would  sit  down 

under  a  charge  of  having,  in  their  cha- 
racter of  trustees  of  the  Bridge  estate, 

misapplied  SSfiM.  of  tfie  trait  monev. 
Mr.  Alderman  fVood  said,  they  had,  as 

good  trustees,  lent  the  'mon^  on  -good 

securi^,  and  at  good  interest. 

MoTIOir  VOR   A    COMSf  ITTSB  GIT   TBB 

PxTiTioiiSiCOMPXHikiamo  «r  Iscskrison- 
MKMT  FOR  vfia  Sai/K  >or  -POLirrcAL 
Books.']  Mr.  Bminet  eaid  heireee  to  .^il 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  certain  acts 
whi«li  had  arisen  out  of  that  oelebratol 
dreular  leiter^vf  loid  8idmouth,*  which 
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would  not  speedily  be  foi^ten  hr  Hie 
oountrr-    Cm  the  lagidky  of  that  letter, 
which  »ad  divided  so  many  'great  audio- 
•rities,  it  would  be  pcesumptuous  for  him 
to  ofer  an  opinion.     But  there  was  sme 
I>ert4>a  which  there  sras  Kti^  diffsrence 
at  lesst  in  the  country^  aamely^  that  past 
in  which  he  depriTed  the  tnagtsteates  df 
thatiliacretion  which  by  law  tfaey  usece 
directed  to  eobercise*    That  ietler,  on  ilie 
whole  had  been  ?ery  harmless,  for  it  had 
^educed  little  efiect.     At  the  quarter 
eesaions  of  one  great  comity,  it  had,   he 
was  ioCotmed,  been  treaAed  with  mocrti 
contenipt ;  the  dmtsman  hamg  said,^'  Let 
•tts  not  be  troubled  with  such  trashes  this." 
An  other  places  it  had  been  reoei^^  in 
nearly  the  same  manner.     Many  steps, 
therefore,  had  not  been  taken  in  cons^ 
quenceof  it,  but  there  had  Botbeen  want- 
ing busy,  active,  intriguing  men,  whodoi 
not  cave  what  the  law  was,  but  wished  to 
httwe  it  such  as  the  goremment  would 
hare  it  to  be.     Sudh  persons  in  an  ordi- 
nary time  would  hare  sunk  into  instgni«> 
ficanoe,   but  like  some   other  creeping 
animals  were  drawn  out  of  their  holes  by 
a  riiower.    He  should  bring  before  the  au 
tention  of  the  House  transactions  which 
would  speak  for  themselves,  and  whidi 
would  display  a  practice  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen. 
These  were  the  men  to  whom  it  gave  un» 
due  airthority,   while  it  diminished  die 
power  of  honest  and  upright  magistrates. 
He  who  nm  might  read,  and  he  who  read 
must  understand  that  this  was  inconsistent 
with  a  foir  and  just  administration  of  the 
laws.    In  the  month  of  iFebniary  1817, 
thk  celebrated  letter  had  been  written* 
In  the  same  month  of  the  same  year  two 
perions  were  imprisoned  upon  a  charge  oF 
selling  libellous  puUications;   they  were 
Jonathan  Buckley  M^lor   and  oamuel 
Pilling,  iof  Wanmgton.*     There  never 
was  a  more  illegal  transaction  than  the 
starch  of  iheir  houses  and  persons  b^  the 
ofEoers,  in  cvder  to  find  libellous  wntinffs; 
If  the  House  could  fomt  the  aolemn  de- 
cisions of  the  courU  (nlaw,  it  could  not 
foi^  its  own  aesdiidon,  that  the  search* 
log  of  houses  for  libdlous  papers  was  ille- 
gal.   Prom  the  houses  so  osarehed  was 
taken  away  a  great  quantity  of  books 
which  were  not  allrasd  to  be  Lliellous-** 
anch  as  Rollin's  l£story,  and  Wynne's 
History  (rf*  America.    They  were  brought 


♦  Bee  Virf.  96,  p.  447. 
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before  the  police  officers,  and  bail  was 
demanded  from  them,  which  they  could 
not  give,  and  they  were  accordingly  com- 
mitted to  prison.  They  were  committed 
not  to  the  county  gaol,  but  to  the  House 
of  Correction*  They  were  ironed— they 
were  sent  to  associate  with  felons  and  to 
hard  labour,  that  was,  to  such  labour  as 
convicted  felons  were  sentenced  to,— whe- 
ther it  was  picking  oakum  or  sawing  stone, 
the  disgrace  was  the  same.  The  libek 
which  these  persons  were  accused  of  sel- 
ling were  the  Political  Litanies,  renpecting 
which,  lest  he  should  be  mistaken,  he 
wished  to  say,  that  he  held  them  in  ab« 
horrence,  whether  published  by  rich  or 
poor— by  a  broken  donn  bookseller  or  a 
minister  of  state.     But  if  these  men  had 

been  the  original  publishers,  instead  of    or  mistaken,  if  not  indeed  untrue.    It 
bein^  venders,   ana  had  been  tried  and    certain,  however,  that  great  severity  had 


trial,  they  were  informed,  that  the  indicS 
ment  was  removed  by  certiorari  to  the 
court  of  King*s-bench,  and  they  were  told 
they  should  be  liberated,  if  they  would 
give  bail.  Being  unable  to  give  bail,  thejr 
were  recommitted  to  their  former  prisoOy 
where  they  remained  until  September, 
when  they  were  liberated,  the  farce  of 
alarm  which  gave  birth  to  'persecution  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  having 
by  that  time  concluded. — Having  thus 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
tbe  cases  of  these  two  individuals,  he  fell 
himself  bound  to  say,  that  he  believed 
there  might  be  something  in  the  papen 
which  he  then  held  in  his  band  that  might 
not  be  perfectly  true.  Some  matters,  oe 
believed,   might  be  rather  overcharged^ 


convicted  in  the  court  of  King's-bench, 
they  would  have  been  probably  sent  to 
the  prison  of  that  court,   provided  with 
good  apartments,  and  with  the  opportu- 
nity   of  associating  with  persons  who, 
whatever    their    misfortunes    might    be, 
were  not  infamous.    Yet  these  persons, 
who,  even  if  they  had  been  founa  guilty, 
would  have  been  much  less  criminal,  were 
obliged  to  associate  with  criminals.    They 
slept  in  a  room  to  themselves,  but  all  day 
they  were  obliged  to  associate  with  felons 
in  a  common  jard,  and  they  had  felons 
fare.    It  was  illegal,   in  the  first  place, 
to  have  committed  these  persons  to  the 
Hoiise  of  Correction.    Tliose  places  were 
originally  built  for  the  reception  of  thieves 
and  vagabonds,   and  other  persons  con- 
victed.    It  had  grown  into  a  practice, 
particularly  in  the  metropolis,  to  commit 
persons  for  trial  for  felony  to  these  places ; 
but,  if  that  were  allowable,  was  it  to  be 
endured  that  persons,  whom  it  was  only 
necessary  to  have  forthcoming  to  stand 
their  tritu,  should  be  committed  to  such 
a  place  ?    From  the  House  of  Correction, 
they  were  sent  in  a  cart,  handcufied,  to 
the  place  of  trial ;   the  felons  sent  first, 
the  persons  to  be  tried  for  misdemeanors 
following.     He  knew  that  it  would  be 
said,  that  the  handcufis  were  with  slight 
chains.    But  that  they  were  handcuftd 
could  not  be  denied,  nor  that  they  were 
taken  eiffhteen  miles  in  an  open  cart  for 
triaL    While  in  prison,   they  were  coo- 
fined  among  some  old  offenders,  althou^ 
in  the  misdemeanor  ward,  and  on  their 
arrival  at  the  place  fixed  for  their  trial, 
they  were  huddled  together  with  felons. 
But,  instead  of  tbeir  being  brought  to 


been  exercised.     He  held,  that  it  would 
be  wasting  the  time  of  the  House  to  dwell 
on  the  argument,  that  imprisonment  be* 
fore  conviction  was  not  intended  for  anj 
other  purpose  than  safe  custody.    If  any 
thing  were  superadded ;   if  the  persons 
were  put  into  irons,   or  subjected  to  any 
species  of  punishment,   it  was  not  only 
illegal,  but  disgraceful  to  the  country  in 
which  we  lived— a  reproach  to  the  age  in 
which  we  were  born.    He  begged  pardon 
of  the  House  for  having  detained  them  so 
long  on  these  two  cases.    He  would  now 
proceed  to  the  third  case,  that  of  Robert 
Swindells,   of  Macclesfield,*   and,  with 
respect  to  the  statement  which  he  was 
about  to  make,  he  could  assure  them  that 
he  entertained  no  doubt  of  its  being  cor- 
rect,  as  he  had  employed  a  professional 
person  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  strict 
truth.    He  had  also  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Swindells  himself.     It  appeared,   then^ 
that  on  the  loth  of  March,  1817,  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  Mr.  Swin* 
dcUs  and  his  wife,  who  was  eight  months 
gone  with  child,  were  in  bed,  they  were 
disturbed  by  a  knocking  at   the  door« 
Mr.  Swindells  looked  out  of  the  window, 
and  saw  some  persons,  wbo  desired  hioi 
to  come  down  and  open  the  door,  or  they 
would  force  it.    Alarmed  by  this  threat, 
he  came  down  and  opened  the  door,  when 
they  rushed  in  and  asked  for  persons  who 
they  supposed  lodged  in  the  house.    A 
strict  search  was  made  in  everypart,  but 
no  persons  were  discovered.    They  then 
tore  open  all  the  trimks,  took  several 
papers  out  of  them,  and  stripped  Mr* 
■        ■  ■  .  1  ■         -^^^— ^™^^i— ^»^^— ^„.^ 

*  For  his  Petition^  see  VoL  SO;  p.  1069k 
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woum  now  puc  it  lo  me  nouse,  wi 
jupposlng  ^nat  the  petitioners  had 
what  coloured  their    stateinentSi 


Swindells  of  the  little  property  that  be- 
longed to  him«  The  alarm  and  terror  of 
the  wife  were  so  great  on  this  occasion, 
that  she  never  recovered  from  the  effects. 
On  the  26th  of  April  she  was  delivered  of 
H  child,  and  on  the  28th  she  died.  On 
the  31  St  of  May  the  child,  deprived  of 
the  care  and  support  of  its  mother,  expired. 
Mr*  Swindells  himself,  af^er  suffering  va- 
rious hardships,  was  at  last  liberated  with- 
out having  been  brought  to  trial.  Here, 
then,  was  another  instance  of  the  tender 
mercies  of  his  majesty's  government — 
another  example  of  persons  taken  up  with- 
out having  committed  any  crime,  and  dis- 
charged without  any  opportunity  of  prov- 
ing their  innocence.  Such  cases  of  injus- 
tice could  not  fail  to  make  a  very  power- 
ful impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
He  thought  it  right  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  the  individual  whose  case  he  had  just 
described  was  an  old  seaman ;  he  had  been 
eleven  years  in  the  service,  during  four  of 
.which  he  was  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
i>lockading  the  squadron  ^t  Bifest.  He 
would  now  put  it  to  the  House,  whether, 

somcf- 
these 

cases  did  not  deserve  the  most  serious  at- 
tention. They  were  about  to  be  sept  back 
to  their  constituents,  and  would  they  re- 
turn to  them  with  the  stigma  on  their  cha- 
xacters,  that  when  people  were  imprisoned 
by  magistrates,  under  the  sanction  of  his 
majesty's  government,  the  House  shut  its 
ears  to  their  petitions,  and  refused  to  in- 
stitute an^  inquiry?  Leaving  them  to 
answer  this  c^uestion  by  the  vote  which 
they  would  give  that  night,  he  should  now 
conclude  with  moving,  **  That  a  Commit- 
tee be  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  Peti-  j 
tions  presented  by  Jonathan  Mellor  and 
Samuel  Pilling  of  Warrington,  on  the  Srd 
of  March,  and  also  of  Robert  Swindells 
of  Macclesfield,  on  the  13th  of  the  same 
month.** . 

Mr.  Da'oenpart  observed,  that  the  state* 
ment  as  to  the  case  of  Swindells,  wa3  in 
many  respects  erroneous.  The  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  read  a  letter, 
which  he  had  received  on  the  subject, 
from  a  magistrate  of  Macclesfield.  The 
letter  stated,  that  on  the  night  in  question, 
a  large  party  had  set  out  from  Manches- 
ter, and  had  arrived  at  Macclesfield,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  town  was  in  a 
state  of  great  confusion  and  alarm,  and 
the  cavalry  had  been  ordered  to  parade 
the  streets.  Information  had  been  given, 
that  a  party  was  assembled  at  Sirindellsy 

(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


imd  four  of  the  magistrates  repaired  to  the 
place.  He  knew  the  gentleman  com- 
plained of  to  possess  great  benevolence, 
and  to  be  as  incapable  of  committing  any 
act  of  cruelty,  as  he  himself  would  be  of 
defending  such  an  act.  So  far  from  this 
man's  wife  having  been  starved  with  cold, 
and  hence  falling  a  victim  in  childbed,  it 
was  a  fact  that  she  had  gone  to  her  work 
at  the  silk  factory  the  next  day  without 
ever  having  complained  that  she  was  un- 
well. It  was  farther  denied  on  the  part 
of  the  magistrates  who  had  consulted  the 
medical  man  who  attended  her,  that  she 
was  more  than  six  months  advanced  in 
her  pregnancy,  and  he  had  also  stated 
that,  during  her  time  of  gestation,  she 
bad  been  subject  to  a  violent  cough,  and 
occasionally  to  hysterics. 

Mr.  Blackburne  stated,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  magistrates  from  whom  he  had 
that  day  received  communications,  that 
the  two  other  parties  had  received,  whilst 
in  the  workhouse,  every  accommodation 
which  the  place  afforded ;  and  that  their 
removal  to  prison  was  not  attended  with 
any  unnecessary  rigour,  they  beins 
placed  in  an  open  cart,  and  connected 
together,  for  the  sake  of  security,  by  a 
light  chain.  Their  situation  also  in  Pres- 
ton gaol  was  stated  to  be  as  little  irksome 
or  inconvenient  as  it  would  have  been  had 
they  been  sent  to  Lancaster  Castle,  for 
that  gaol  was  at  that  period,  in  common 
with  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  exces- 
sively full. 
The  House  were  about  to  divide,  when 
The  Attorney  General  begged  leave  to 
assure  the  House,  that  the  law,  as  far  aa 
related  to  what  had  been  done  in  these 
prosecutions,  could  not  have  been  con- 
ducted with  more  lenity.  If  these  persona 
had  been  discharged  on  their  owq  recog- 
nizances, it  was  under  his  advice  and  di- 
rection ;  and  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  occasion,  it  waa 
that  he  bad  relaxed  the  law  in  their  favour. 
With  respect  to  the  cases  of  Mellor  and 
Pilling,  what  course  did  he  pursue  ?  Did 
he  frame  a  bill  or  file  an  ex^offido  infor- 
mation against  them?  He  would  tell 
tell  those  gentlemen  who  objected  to 
informations  ex  a^io^  that  their  objections 
in  these  cases  might  be  set  at  rest ;  for  he 
had  filed  no  information  against  these  men ; 
and  as  to  those  who  objected  to  the  ap- 

grehension  of  persons  cnarged  with  libel 
y  the  warrant  of  magistrates,  he  would 
tell  them  that  their  objections  also  might 
be  easily  removed)  for  none  of  these  per« 
(SK) 
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Bcins  had  been  arrested  under  that  process. 
He  had  sent  down  a  bill  of  indictment  to 
the  grand  jury.  The  bill  being  founds 
and  the  parties,  in  consequence,  having 
been  arrested,  it  struck  him  to  be  more 
proper  that  the  publication  of  such  libels 
.—or,  of  such  papers,  if  he  might  not  call 
them  libels — should  be  submitted  to  a 
higher  tribunal  than  the  quarter-sessions ; 
that,  in  fact,  it  should  be  argued  before 
the  judges  of  the  land ;  and  ^erefore  he 
removed  the  proceedings  by  certiorari, 
Into  the  court  of  King's-bench.  Now, 
these  men  being  in  custody  under  the  bill 
of  indictmenty  he  had  a  right,  unless  they 
found  bail,  to  keep  them  in  prison,  al- 
though the  proceedings  had  been  remov- 
ed; but  he  was  tinwilTing,  as  the  trial 
would  be  postponed  by  his  own  act,  that 
they  should  remain  in  custody ;  and  with 
this  view  it  was  decided,  he  declared  upon 
his  honour  as  a  man,  that  they  sbonld  be 
discharged  on  their  own  recognrzances. 
If  then,  he  had  done  any  thing  wrong  in 
those  cases,  it  was  because,  as  attorney- 
general,  and  looking  at  the  character  and 
tendency  of  the  papers,  he  had  relaxed 
tiie  law.  The  defendants  entered  into  re- 
cognizances to  appear  on  the  first  day  of 
the  ensuing  term,  and  plead.  They  ap- 
peared before  the  court  of  King's-bench 
and  pleaded ;  and  the  moment  they  ap- 
peared and  pleaded,  a  motion  was  made 
that  they  snould  be  continued  on  their 
recognizances,  to  appear  again,  in  case 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  answer  the 
charges  against  them.  These  were  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  against  them. 
Iind  he  now  asked  the  House  whether  it 
was  possible  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  could  have  acted  with  greater  le- 
nity? The  hon.  mover  had  said,  that 
magistrates  had  ho  right  to  commit  persons 
of  tiiis  description  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. He  would  beg  to  itiform  the  hon. 
member,  that  two  statutes  existed  under 
which  magistrates  were  not  only  autho- 
rized to  commit  persons  charged  with  fe- 
lohies,  but  also  those  who  were  appre- 
hended for  misdemeanors,  to  the  House 
of  Correction,  instead  of  the  common  gaol. 
This  was  the  law,  and  in  many  cases,  too, 
it  was  very  advantageous  to  the  persons 
in  custody  ;  for  it  might  happen  that  the 
county'gaol  would  be  at  a  great  distance 
frbm  the  place  in  which  they  were  arrested, 
and  the  House  of  Correction  would  be 
very  near.  There  were  two  statutes  which 
empowered  magistrates  in  towns  and  liber- 
ties of  their  owD|  to  commit  for  trhd  to'the 


Houte  of  Correction.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man had  stated  another  proposition,  whiclk 
was  true,  but  which  did  not  apply  to  these 
men.  The  22nd  of  George  Sra,  c.  24,  had 
this  clause:— that  persons  sent  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  though  not  com- 
mitted to  hard  labour,  may  be  set  to  work, 
if  they  are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the 
county :  the  work,  however,  must  not  be 
severe,  an  account  is  to  be  kept  of  the 
money  they  earn,  and  when  they  are  dis- 
charged, they  are  entitled  to  one*  half  of 
it.  This  statute  applied  to  persons  not 
committed  for  trial.  Now,  these  men 
did  not  state  \rhat  the  work  was  to  whrdi 
tfaey  were  set;  but  he  (the  attomey-ge- 
neral)  knew  what  it  was.  They  were 
ordered  to  pick  two  pounds  of  *cotton :  he 
did  not  know  whether  two  pounds  per 
day,  but  this  was  the  work.  Widi  respe^ 
to  the  case  of  Swindells — he  was  now 
speaking  to  that  part  of  the  case  which 
related  to  the  prosecution— 'no  man  coulA 
be  prosecuted  with  less  severity  than  he 
was.  In  this  case  there  was  no  arrest  by 
a  magistrate  at  all.  Swindells  baWng  re^ 
peatedly  circulated  these  publications,  he 
(the  attorney-general)  filedan  infoiteation 
ex  qffido  against  him.  There  was,  how- 
ever, no  warrant  issued  by  a  judge,  none : 
no  warrant  issued  by  a  magistrate,  none. 
He  was  merely  served  wiSi  a  subp&'nat 
which  is  a  notice  to  appear,  and  that  "was 
the  document  which  tie  referred  to  as 
placing  him  under  the  penal^  of  lOOT. 
If  a  man  does  not  appear  to  uns  nofice, 
the  common  law  process  is,  an  attadmrent 
for  a  contempt  of  the  Court.  The  day 
of  appearance  having  gone  by,  thirteen 
days  after  an  attachment  was  issued  out 
of  the  Crown-office  for  the  appreheostoli 
of  Swindefis.  He  then  applied  to  the 
magistrates,  who  told  hhii  toey  had  no- 
thmg  at  all  to  do  with  it ;  that  it  was  a 

E recess  issued  by  the  sheriff,  and  they 
ad  no  pore  power  to  interfere  than  m 
a  case  6f  debt ;  that  he  was  bound  to  file 
an  appearance,  and  the  moment  he  had 
filed  an  appearance,  he  Was  entitled  to  his 
discharge.  The  defendant,  however, 
did  not  appear,  and,  in  consequence  of 
his  remaiiimg  in  gadl,  he  (the  attorney- 
general)  caused  this  notice  to  be  given 
to  him,  and  if  he  had  not  have  given 
this  notice,  he  might  have  lain  in  gtiol 
to  this  hour.  He  said  to  him,  <<  If  yon 
will  appear,  if  you  can't  come  to  Lon- 
don, or  can't  afford  to  pay  an  attor- 
ney, order 'the  solicitor  of  tne  Treasury 
to  enter  an  appearance  for  youj  and  yoa 
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■hall  liave  a  copy  of  the  uiformaiion  graiist 
and  be  discharged."  He  appeared  and 
plei^ded,  and  he  was  discharged,  and  he 
was  under  no  recognizance  whatever. 
Now,  he  cQDtended,  that  if  any  prosecu- 
tion was  to  be  instituted  at  all,  he  bad 
relaxed  every  one  of  Ihe  rules  of  law,  ex- 
cept that  of  giving  up  the  prosecution. 
H^  declared  most  lolemnly,  that  when  he 
rec^ved  die  account  of  Swindell's  circu- 
lating these  publications,  when  he  filed  the 
information  ex  officio  against  him,  he  never 
)cnew  that  hi^  house  had  been  entered*  that 
his  wife  had  died,  or  that  he  had  suffered 
any  of  thf  misfortunes  which  had  been 
stated.  li  would  be  recollected  that,  on 
the  ni^hl  of  the  9tU  of  March,  the  night 
m^k  wb^ch  bia  house  was  entered,  a  great 
bo^dy  of  persons  had  as^mbled  at  Man- 
chester, and  formed  what  was  called  the 
blanketeer  meeting.  One  party  intended 
to  proceed  by  Stod^port,  the  other  by 
Macclesfield.  One  thousand  of  them  ar- 
rived at  the  latter  place,  much  cbpfusion 
prevailed,  and  it  was  said  that  some  per- 
aons  had  gone  to  Swindell's  house.  The 
magistrates  sent  to  him,  and  he  denied 
there  were  any  persons  there.  They  then 
desired  to  see  who  were  in  the  house.  It 
was  true  also  (but  he  was  not  going  to  ius- 
tifyit),  they  took  some  papers,  the  politi- 
cal catechism,  and  others,  and  cautioned 
him  not  to  sell  those  publications.  If  the 
magistrates,  however,  had  acted  wrong  in 
law,  the  House,  considering  the  situation 
of  affiurs  at  that  time,  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  blame  them  for  what  they  bad 
done.  With  respect  to  Mrs.  Swindells,  she 
had  been  ill  for  some  time  before ;  but  on 
the  next  day,  she  went  to  her  work  in  the 
manufactory)  and  neither  she  nor  her  hus- 
band ever  made  any  complaints  that  she 
had  suffered  any  thing  from  the  house 
Jbeing  entered.  Swindells  had  stated,  that 
he  could  not  get  any  medical  advice. 
Now,  he  (the  attorney  •general)  had  seen 
an  affidavit  of  a  surgeon,  who  deposed, 
that  after  he  had  attended  the  wife  for 
aome  days,  Swindells  told  him  that  he  did 
not  want  him  any  longer,  as  his  wife  had 
got  into  the  infirmary.  From  that  mo- 
ment to  the  time  of  her  death,  she  never 
made  any  complaint,  nor  attributed  her 
iOneis  to  the  causet  which  Swindells  had 
mentioned.  When  Swindells  was  com- 
mitted to  gaol,  he  lived  as  wdl  as  any  of 
the  debtors  in  confinement;  he  had  tea, 
p>fte,  sugar,  bread,  and  meat,  and  lived 
in  eviery'  xespect  as  well  as  they  did.  He 
bad  M«  itated  the  facttoftbeiecaseato 


the  House,  and  repeating,  as  he  felt  him- 
self entitled  to  do,  that  no  severity  had 
been  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the 
Crown,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
utpiost  lenity  had  been  shown,  he  should 
sit  down  with  giving  his  dissent  to  the 
paotion. 

Sir  S.  Romilh  said,  that  taking  so  dif- 
ferent a  view  of  the  question,  and  feeling 
it  as  important  a  one  as  had  ever  been 
submitted  to  that  House,  he  must  tres- 
pass for  a  short  time  on  its  attention* 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  not 
touched  on  those  points  on  which  he 
must  have  sopposed  the  House  wer^ 
anxious  to  have  his  opinion.  Much  as  he 
had  been  prepared  from  what  so  frequent* 
ly  passed  during  the  session,  namely,  the 
atudiouii  silence  of  his  majesty's  ministers 
oo  constitutional  questions— be  did  not 
think  it  possible  that  it  could  have  been 
for  a  moment  intended  to  have  sent  the 
present  question  to  a  division  without 
some  explanation.  And  yet  that  appear- 
ed to  have  been  the  course  almost  decided 
on  [No,  no,  from  the  Treasury-bench}. 
Why,  certainly  a  great  pause  had  taken 
place,  indeed,  the  gallery  was  almost 
cleared  for  a  division  before  his  hon*  and 
learned  friend  had  risen.  He  did  not 
deny,  that  as  far  as  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  concerned,  these  men  were 
treated  with  leniency.  But  he  still  was  of 
opinion,  that  their  case  was  one,  which,  in 
place  of  being  removed  by  certiorari, 
ought  at  once  to  have  been  judicially  de- 
ci<i^  That  however,  was  not  the  part  of 
the  subject  which  he  thought  of  most  ion 
portance.  It  was  the  loading  men  with 
irons  charged  with  the  publication  of  a  li- 
bel. Had  such  a  transaction  taken  place 
a  few  years  back,  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered so  monstrous,  that  scarcely  any 
man  would  have  believed  in  its  existence 
The  member  for  Lancashire  had  read  a 
letter,  which  stated  that  these  men  were 
committed  to  prison  with  the  usual  pre- 
cautions for  their  safety,  as  were  adopted 
towards  felons.  But  the  publication  of  a 
libel  was  not  a  felony.  The  publicatioa 
with  which  these  men  were  charged  waa 
extremely,  reprehensible;  but  he  denied 
that  it  was  a  blasphemous  libel.  It  waa 
true,  indeed,  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
firiend  had  observed,  that  the  magistratea 
had  m  some  degree  exceeded  their  autho- 
rity. He  did  think  that  such  a  novelty 
aa  placing  men  thus  in  fetters  ought  to 
have  afiected  his  hon.  and  learned  firiend 
|n  a  n)uchaCranger  nuumer.    BecoUecting 
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called  for  by  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  al- 
teration of  circumstances.  The  noble  earl 
concluded  by  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  after  stating  that 
the  noble  earl  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
urged  two  grounds  of  objection  to  the 
bill — one  against  the  mode  of  legislating 
now  proposed,  the  other  against  legislat- 
ing at  all— admitted  that  there  might  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  whether  it  was 
fitting  to  adopt    general  regulations    to 
meet  the  contingencies  that  might  occur 
in  the  custody  of  the  king's  person,  or  to 
provide  for  circumstances  whenever  they 
might  arise;  but,   in  all  the  noble  earl 
had    advanced,   there  was  no  argument 
against  the  present  bill.     The  noble  earl 
had  made  no  objection  in  principle  to  the 
first  clause  of  the  bill.     He  admitted  it 
was  necessary  that  a  power  of  adding  to 
the  council  should  reside  somewhere,  and 
only  objected  to  the  mode  in  which  that 
power  was  to  be  exercised.   As  to  that  ob- 
tion,  he  should  state  the  situation  of  some 
of  the    council.    Two   of  the    present 
members  were,  it  was    well    known,  so 
employed  in  official  duties,  that  it  was 
impossible  they  could  reside  at  the  place 
of  the  king's  residence,  and  two  others 
had  important  and  sacred  duties  to  attend 
to,  which    rendered  it  impossible    they 
could  reside  there,  except  for  a  very  li- 
mited period,  at  any  one  time.    The  ob- 
ject was  therefore  an  additional  number  of 
members,  and,  as  had  been  stated  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  not  the  mode  of 
appointment.    It  was  perfectly  true  that 
in  the  original  Regency  act,  the  persons 
composing  the  council  were  designated  by 
name,  but  there  was  a  clause  enabling  her 
majesty  to  fill  up  any  vacancy  occasioned 
by  death,  or  otnerwise;  and,  as  had  al- 
ready been  stated,  that  the  queen,  under 
the  powers  vested  in  her  majesty  by  the 
Regency  act,  had  filled  up  one  vacancy 
that  had  occurred  in  her  majesty's  council ; 
and  it  might  have  happened  that  the  whole 
eight  members  might  have  died,  and  thus 
the  whole  council  have  been  of  her  ma- 
jesty's appointment.   The  principle,  there- 
fore, of  appointment  by  her  majesty  had 
been  thus  long  since  distinctly  recognised. 
Had  that  clause  been  then  an  object  of 
jealousy,  there  might  be  some  ground  for 
objecting  to  tlie  present ;  but  no  objection 
had  ever  been  made  to  the  adoption  of  it 
on  the   former   occasion.    If,    however, 
there  was  any  difficulty  upon  this  point,  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  additional  mem- 


ben  being  nominated  by  parliament,  with 
the  same  provision  as  before,  to  enable 
her  majesty  to  fill  up  any  vacancies  that 
might  occur.    With  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  the  bill,  the  noble  earl  had  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  at  the  introduction  df 
this  measure,  without  any  ground  having 
been  given  for  it  in  the  preamble,  or  in  th^ 
address  lately  made  by  a  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  subject.    Surely,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  great  inconveniences  might 
arise,  from  its  being  compulsory,  in  the 
event  of  the  demise  of  the  queen,  between 
the  dissolution  of  one  parliament  and  the 
day  of  meeting  of  another,  that  the  old 
parliament  should    reassemble  forthwith. 
Was  it  no  inconvenience,  he  would  ask 
any  man,  that  all  the  expense  and  trouble 
that  had  been  incurred  in  new  elections 
should  go  for  nothing  ?  The  inconvenience 
was,  indeed,  so  obvioiis,  that  it  needed 
no  argument  to  prove  it.    It  was  an  in- 
convenience that  ought  only  to  be  incurred 
in  a  case  of  actual  necessity.    In  the  case 
of  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
whole    executive  authority  would  be  in 
abeyance,  and  there  it  was  no  question  of 
expediency,  but  a  matter  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity that  parliament  should  forthwith 
assemble,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government.    It  was 
true  that  it  was  withm  the  competence  of 
parliament  to  provide  for  an  eventual  re* 
gency,  but  parliament  had  not  thought 
proper  so  to  do,  although  the  question 
was  undoubtedly  brought  into  discussion 
at  a  former  period.    And  he  remembered 
that  a  noble  baron  whom  he  regretted  he 
did  not  now  see  in  his  place,  with  whom 
he  had  not  agreed  in  general  upon  poH* 
tical  measures  for  some  years,  had  ob- 
served upon  that  very  point,  that  though 
at  first  sight  it  appeared  expedient  to  pro- 
vide for  an  eventual  regency,  yet  when 
the  question  came  to  be  considered,  there 
were  so  many  objections  that  it  was  bet- 
ter to  let  the  question  remain  as  it  was. 
Parliament,  therefore,  not  having  chosen 
to  provide  for  an  eventual  regency,  it  was 
imperative  that  parliament  should  forth- 
with meet,  in  the  event  of  the  demise  of 
the  Prince  Regent.    With  regard  to  the 
demise  of  the  Crown,  there  it  was  the  old 
law  of  the  land  that  the  parliament  should 
meet  forthwith,  though  the  heir  apparent 
or   presumptive  immediately  succeeded, 
and  circumstances  might  exist   in  both 
cases,  besides  the  making  provision  for  the 
civil  list  and  other  causes,  that  would  ren- 
der the  immediate  meeting  of  parliament 
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10  necessary,  that  it  was  much  better  to 
leave  as  it  was,  the  old  faiw  of  the  coun- 
try. But  in  the  case  of  the  demise  of  the 
aueen,  what  ix>ssible  necessity  was  there 
tor  the  immeuiate  meeting  of  parliament  ? 
The  whole  powers  of  her  majesty,  with 
regard  to  tiie  care  of  the  king's  person, 
would  immediately  become  vested  in  her 
majesty's  council :  it  might  be  expedient 
to  prescribe  that  in  that  event  parliament 
should  meet  within  a  certain  period,  but 
there  certainly  was  no  necessity  whatever 
in  that  event  for  parliament  meeting  forth- 
with, and  in  the  balance  of  conveniences  ( 
and  inconveniences,  it  was  clear  that  the 
convenience  was  on  the  side  of  obviating 
the  necessity  of  a  forthwith  meeting  of 
parliament,  there  being  nothing  that  re- 

attired  it  arising  from  the  contingency  of 
tie  demise  of  the  oueen.— As  to  the  ac- 
cusation of  want  or  delicacy  in  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  he  was  satisfied  that 
no  real  ground  of  charge  could  be  brought 
forward  iminst  his  noble   and   learned 
friend  or  himself,  or  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  of  indelicacy  towards  the  illustrious 
personage  to  whom  this  bill  partly  re- 
ferred*   So  far   firom   there  being   any 
foundation  for  such  a  charge,  this  mea- 
sure had  been  brought  forward  with  the 
concurrence  and  entire  consent  of  that 
'high  personage,  who  had  expressed  her 
anxious  desire  that  nothing  with  regard  to 
fier  state  of  health  should  be  allowed  to 
interfere  to  prevent  tfiat  consideration  of 
this  subject  by  parliament,  which  the  ne- 
*€essitjr  of  the  case  required.     As  to  the 
objection  against^  this  measure  being  now 
brought  forward,  the  same  argument  might 
be  used  against  all  measures  of  legislation ; 
it  might  be  said  upon  the  same  ground, 
with  regard  to  any  measure  whatever,  that 
it  was  not  fit  to  entertain  it,  because  it 
might  have  been  brought  forward  at  an 
earlier  or  at  a  later  period.    When  the 
noble  eaH  said  that  no  necessity  existed 
lor  the  dissolution  of  parliament,  he  must 
admit  that  that  necessity  would  exist  in 
another  year ;  what,  then,  was  the  diffi- 
culty in  passing  that  now,  which  must  at 
all  events  be  passed  in  another  year  I  The 

3uestion  was  not,  what  might  have  been 
one  at  an  earlier  period,  or  what  it  might 
be  thought  necessary  to  do  at  any  subse- 
quent period,  with  regard  to  any  revision 
of  the  Regency  act ;  but  whether  the 
measure  now  brought  forward  was  or  was 
not  necessary  at  the  present  moment.  In 
this  view,  he  contended,  that  the  bill  was 
«atted  for  by  the  necessity  of  the  case. 


The  Earl  of  "Carnarvon  said,  he  had 
listened  with  attention  to  the  speeches  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, and  of  the  noble  earl  opposite,  and 
was  still  at  a  loss  for  the  reasons  that 
could  have  induced  them  to  bring  forward ' 
this  measure,  so  important  in  its  nature, 
and,  he  would  add,  so  unconstitutional. 
The  only  inconvenience  that  could  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  existing  law  was,  what 
might  result  from  a  eenerc?  election,  and 
to  avoid  this  possible  contingency,  they 
had  proposed  a  measure  whereby,  in  the 
event  or  the  queen's  demise,  the  care  of 
the  king's  person  would  be   thrown  by 
parliament  upon  a  certain  number  of  com* 
missioners — not  for  a  few  weeks,  as  ori- 
ginally contemplated  in  the  Regency  act, 
but  for  any  indefinite  period  that  might 
seem  fit  to  ministers.    No  provision  what- 
ever was  made  for  the  event  of  his  ma- 
jesty resuming  his  reason ;  an  event  im- 
probable indeed  from  his  majesty's  ad- 
vanced age,  but  not  impossible,  nor  one 
that  could  be  lawfully  regarded  as  impos- 
sible ;  and  all  this,  because  it  was  incon- 
venient for  parliament  to  meet  at  a  late 
season  of  the  year.    Is  was  their  impera- 
tive duty  to  assemble  on  such  an  event, 
and  make  such  arrangements  as  circum- 
stances mieht  render  necessary.    It  might 
be  said,  indeed,  that  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  executive  to  call  a  parliament ;  but 
the  provision  in  the  Regency  bill  was  for 
calling  one  at  all  events.    If  that  principle 
was  right  in  the  Reeency  bill,  what  was 
the  conduct  of  the  House  now  ?    They 
were  depriving  themselves  of  the  power 
of  consioering  the  subject  at  the  precise 
moment  when  the  exigency  of  circum- 
stances would  most  require  it.      These 
were  his  objections  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.    Unless,   therefore,    their  lordships 
could  consider  their  own  inconvenience 
in  meeting  at  one  period  rather  than  an- 
other, and  also  the  unwillingness  of  mi- 
nisters to  meet  parliament,  as  of  morie  im- 
portance than  their  duty,  they  could  never 
S've  their  sanction  to  such  a  measure.-* 
e  should  very  willingly  assent  to  any 
proposition  calculated  either  for  her  ma- 
jesty's convenience,  or  to  secure  her  ^ace 
of  pind  with  regard  to  the  king's  safety ; 
but  he  could  not  approve  of  it  m  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  measure  for  repealing 
one  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regency  act. 
He  could  wish,  therefore,  that  the  present 
bill  had  been  divided  into  two ;  that  the 
former  part,  for  increasing  her  majest3r'a 
council,  might  receive  the  assent  of  par- 


891]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

liamenl  with  the  least  potsiUe  delay, 
while  the  other  provision  might  remain  to 
be  more  fully  agitated.  This  discussion 
brought  to  mind  the  necessity  of  some 
prospective  measure,  for  that  event  which 
the  lot  of  humanity  always  rendered  more 
or  less  probable.  In  the  revision  of  the 
Regency  act,  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
safely  overlooked  to  provide,  in  case  of 
the  Regent's  demise,  the  means  of  sup- 
porting the  royal  power ;  there  could  not 
be  a  question  on  the  person  on  whom  that 
power  should  devolve.  But  instead  of 
parliament,  in  case  of  the  Regent's  demise, 
aiding  in  the  resumption  of  the  royal 
power,  it  would  have  again  to  discuss  in 
whose  hands  the  regency  should  be  vested, 
and  though  there  might  be  no  doubt  on 
that  point,  there  was  great  doubt  as  to  the 
manner,  for  there  was  no  precedent  but 
that  of  the  last  bill,  which  was  one  he 
thought  would  not  be  followed— a  prece* 
dent  that  had  devised  a  mode  of  obtaining 
the  royal  assent  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  royal  will,  with  which  it  might  be 
dangerous  for  the  prerogative  that  the  two 
Houses  of  parliament  should  become  too 
familiar.  If  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  were  rejected,  he  should  not  ob- 
ject to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  es- 
pecially as  he  understooa  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  to  say,  that 
in  the  committee  he  would  expunge  two 
or  three  of  the  clauses  for  the  admission 
of  others. 

The  Liord  Chancellor  said,  he  could 
never  have  thought  of  expunging  three 
clauses  from  a  bill  that  had  only  three. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  agreed  that  a 
case  was  established  to  call  upon  parh'a- 
ment  to  assist  her  majesty  in  the  discharge 
of  her  functions,  and  as  there  was  a  dis- 
position to  agree  to  the  suggestion  thrown 
out  of  leaving  the  nomination  of  the  addi- 
tional counsellors  to  parliament,  he  saw 
no  objection  to  the  bill  upon  that  ground. 
If,  however,  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
Windsor  establishment,  was  to  be  vested 
in  the  queen,  he  should  feel  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  objecting  to  it.  He 
would  agree,  that  in  point  of  delicacy, 
there  should  be  as  little  discussion  upon 
this  subject  as  possible ;  and,  therefore,  if 
the  previous  question  was  adopted,  and  a 
bill  afterwards  brought  in,  free  from  the 
disadvantages  of  the  present,  he  thought 
there  could  be  little  difficulty  in  carryrag 
it  through  the  House. 

The  iord  ChanceUor  declared  that, 
with  a  very  little  alteration,  there  could 
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not  be  a  better  bill  than  the  one  he  had  al^ 
ready  presented  to  the  House.    He  wbb 
quite  ready  to  accede  to  the  suggestions 
of  any  noble  lord  respecting  the  mode  of 
nominating  the  members  by  pariiameot, 
and  particularly  as  those  members  so  no- 
minated would  hold  their  pUcea  indepen- 
dent of  the  queen,  and  not  be  liable  to 
removal.    The  noble  earl  who  spoke  first* 
had  commented  upon  the  indelicacy  of 
bringing  such  a  subject  forward  for  par- 
liamentary discussion.    That  noble  earl 
had  ever  been  remarkable  for  his  respect 
towards  the  members  of  the  royal  family, 
but  he  trusted  he  (the  lord  chancellor}* 
had  never  been  deficient  in  that  respect— 
andindeed,allthenoble]ords  in  theHouse. 
Even  as  the  bill  now  stood,  he  conceived 
it  was  not  less  calculated  for  the  general 
beifefit  of  the  state,  than  any  that  could 
be  founded  on  the  suggestions  of  those 
noble  lords  who   opposed  lt«      He  had 
only  farther  to  say,  that,  when  this  bill 
was  originally  introduced,  he  did  not  for- 
get  the   immense   responsibility   which 
rested  on  those  who  acted  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  government,  in  case  her 
majesty  should  cease  to  have  the  care  of 
the  king's  person.    He  hoped  the  noble 
earl  who  had  followed,  would  not  have 
the  same  objection  to  certain  bills  that 
would  probably  be  discussed  in  the  course 
of  ten  days,  as  he  seemed  to  have  to  the 
present— for  he  appeared  to  wish  to  alter 
this  bill  by  striking,  out  every  word  fii>m 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it.    With  re- 
spect to  the  principal  difficulty  to  which 
that  noble  earl  adverted,  he  would  find, 
in  the  last  clause,  a  provision  that  re- 
moved his  objection  altogether.    It  was 
there  stated,  that  the  powers  granted  to 
the  commissioners  under  this  bill  were 
only  such  as  they  would  have  derived 
under  the  51st  of  the  king— and,'  in  fact, 
it  gave  them  no  other  powers.    He  ad- 
mitted that  the  subject  was  a  most  impor* 
tant  one,  and  that  noble  lords  might  feel 
some  objections  to  the  present  measure- 
but  he  could  conceive  no  fair  reason  for 
saying,  that  not  a  single  word  of  it  ought 
to  stand.   Some  objections  had  been  made 
to  the  preamble— but,  if  the  bill  were  duly 
considered,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
preamble  was  drawn  up  in  a  very  proper 
manner.    And  he  would  take  leave  to  as- 
sure the  noble  earl  who  had  made  that  ob- 
jection, that  if  he  would  address  himself, 
with  as  much  attention  to  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, as  those  who,  perhaps  unworthily, 
were  denominated   leamea   lords»  were 
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obliged  to  doy  he  would  find  many  of  then 
without  any  preamble  at  all* 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  said,  the 
principle  on  which  they  had  legislated,  at 
the  commencement  of  his  majesty's  ill- 
ness, was  this,  that  the  government  was 
Tested  in  the  two  Houses  of  parliament ; 
and  it  was  for  them  to  act  accordinff  to 
the  emergency  of  the  case  and  no  farther. 
On  that  principle  the  arrangement  was 
then  formed,  and  on  that  principle  alone 
it  was  their  duty  to  act  now.  Circum- 
stances had  unfortunately  arisen  (on  which 
it  would  be  indelicate  to  indulge  in  ob- 
senrations)  that  rendered  the  proposed 
provisions  necessary.  He  was  grateful 
to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  for  Uie  rea^ 
diness  he  expressed  in  making  an  essen- 
tial alteration  in  the  bill.  For  he  could 
not  help  saying,  that,  in  strict  principle, 
he  should  be  ^tter  satisfied  to  nave  the 
new  commissioners  appointed  by  parlia- 
ment, than  by  any  other  power.  If  an 
amendment,  to  that  effect,  were  introduced 
into  the  bill,  the  measure  should  have  his 
entire  concurrence. 

The  previous  ouestion  was  then  nega- 
tived, and  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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DiTTits  ON  Rock  Salt.]  Mr.  Col- 
craft  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move, 
that  the  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Rock  Salt  duties,  with 
a  Tiew  to  the  reduction  of  them  on  that 
osed  for  Mricultural  purposes.  The  use- 
fulness or  such  reduction  had  been  ad- 
mitted on  all  sides  in  the  committee,  and 
it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  for  him  to 
enlarge  on  that  part  of  the  subject.  The 
committee  had  oeen  of  opinion,  that  a 
measure  for  that  specific  purpose  might 
be  obtained  in  the  present  session,  though 
they  apprehended  that  other  objects  more 
complicated,  must  lie  over  till  another.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  he 
should  propose  that  theduty  on  Rock  Salt, 
used  for  agricultural  purposes,  should  be 
reduced  to  6/.  per  ton.  It  had  been  re- 
duced to  lot.  last  session,  but  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  farther  reduction 
which  would  render  the  article  accessible 
to  every  holder  of  land  desirous  of  trying 
it.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved,  <*  That 
the  House  dio  resolve  itself  mto  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  con- 
mderation  the  Act  57  George  8rd  as  fiv  as 
v«liit«i  !•  the  Duties  CD  Sock  Salt/' 


Mr.  WaUaict  said,  he  would  not  oppose 
going  into  the  committee,  as  every  en- 
couragement ought  to  be  given  to  per- 
sons desirous  of  experiments  in  agricul- 
ture. 

TheHousethen  went  intothecommittee, 
and  a  resolution  was  agreed  to,  instructing 
the  chairman  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  founded  on  the  resolution  of  the 
committee. 

Poor  Laws.1  Mr.  Brougham  wished 
shortly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  subject  of  the  Poor  Laws.  He  un- 
derstood that  all  the  measures  which  the 
committee  on  the  Poor  Laws  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  propose  were  now  intro- 
duced, namely,  the  Select  Vestry  bill,  the 
Poor  Laws  Amendment  bill,  and  that 
which  it  was  proposed  to  postpone  to  an- 
other session,  the  Parish  Settlement  bill. 
Understanding  that  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  go  farther  than 
these  three  measures,  he  could  not  help 
B&yitigff  that  he  felt  considerable  disap- 
pointment at  their  not  taking  a  more  ex- 
tensive view  of  this  great  and  important 
evil,  and  of  the  remediea  which  were  ade- 
quate to  meet  that  evil,  than  they  ap- 
peared to  have  done  in  these  three  mea- 
sures. He  was  sensible  of  the  great  la- 
bours of  the  committee,  and  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  body  of  evidence  which  they 
had  collected  on  tne subject.  Hiat  evidence 
was  indeed  highly  valuable ;  and  whatever 
still  remained  to  be  done  might  wellbedone 
on  that  foundation.  But  seeing  that  the 
attempts  of  the  committee  were  limited 
to  these  three  measures,  he  wished  to  give 
this  notice,  that  if  the  labours  of  another 
inquiry  would  allow  him  to  apply  his  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  he  should  this  ses- 
sion—at any  rate  if  he  had  a  seat  in  the 
House,  he  should  in  the  course  of  another 
session — lay  before  the  House  the  result 
of  the  consideration  which  he  had  given 
to  this  subject.  His  first  plan  would  have 
for  its  object  the  limitation  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  burthen,  that  is,  the  affixing 
if  possible,  some  limits  to  the  progress  of 
the  burthen.  His  next  plan  was  for  gra- 
dually narrowing  these  limits.  His  next 
plan  would  have  for  its  object  the  disco- 
very of  such  means  as  might  enable  the 
legislature  to  equalize  the  burthen,  so 
that  it  might  not  be  thrown,  as  at  present, 
on  the  land-owner  only,  but  might  affect,  in 
something  like  an  eqwsl  degree,  the  other 
classes  of  society.  These  were  the  three 
to  which  be  should  call  the  at- 
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tention  of  the  House;  and  he  should 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House  either 
in  the  form  of  resolutions,  or  in  that  of 
bills,  to  lie  over  till  next  session.  If, 
however,  the  other  inquiry  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  should  not  allow  him  to  do 
this  now,  he  should  do  so  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  next  session. 

Mr.  Huskmon  said,  the  House  and  the 
country  would  be  under  great  obligations 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  if  he 
could  introduce  any  practical  measures 
to  meet  the  evils  which  had  grown  out  of 
the  Poor  Laws.  No  subject  could  be 
more  difficult  of  attainment  than  this,  from 
the  progress  which  the  evil  had  already 
made.  It  was  certainly  highly  desirable 
that  some  means  for  gradually  reducing 
the  rates  from  their  present  amount  should 
be  dicovered.  This  subject  had  engaged  a 
great  deal  of  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee up  stairs.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman was  under  a  mistake  if  he  thought 
that  the  committee  had  no  measures  to 
submit,  but  the  three  bills  before  the 
House.  The  committee  had  not  yet  seen 
their  way  in  this  most  difficult  subject,  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  seemed 
to  have  done;  but  it  was  the  sense  of  that 
committee  that  other  measures  were  ne- 
cessary to  present  the  evil  from  over- 
whelming the  country.  All  he  wished  to 
state  now  was,  the  protesting  against  its 
being  supposed  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
committee,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  done 
but  those  measures  which  they  had  already 
introduced. 

Mr.  Brongham  said,  he  had  been  mis- 
taken with  regard  to  Uie  intentions  of  the 
committee.  As  they  had  been  sitting 
two  sessions,  he  had  hoped  that  whatever 
measures  they  might  thmk  it  necessary  to 
suggest  would  have  been  proposed  this 
session :  and  he  had,  therefore,  deferred 
coming  forward  till  this  late  period,  when 
no  prospe'ct  remained  of  havmg  any  other 
measures  from  them.  He  was  glaa,  how- 
ever, to  find  that  the  committee  had  not 
made  up  their  minds  that  no  other  mea- 
sures were  advisable^— that  they  were  not 
for  shutting  the  -door  to  any  other  mea- 
sures. With  respect  to  any  views  enter- 
tained by  him  of  what  was  necessary  for 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  he  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  steps  should  be  taken 
for  fixing  a  peculiar  limit  to  the  amount 
of  the  rates.  His  object  was,  to  look  to 
more  remote  means  of  operation  on  the 
system,  by  which  in  time,  the  same  ex- 
tension or  relief  as  existed  at  present 
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would  no  longer  be  necessary.  He  did 
not  contemplate  the  laying  down  a  maxi- 
mum, as  from  the  progress  of  the  rate* 
that  would  not  be  an  easy  matter. 

Miscellaneous  Estimatss.]  On 
the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee of  Supply,  to  which  the  Miscella* 
neous  Estimates  were  referred, 

Mr.  Bennett  before  the  House  went  into 
the  committee,  seeing  a  noble  lord  con- 
nected with  the  war  department,  in  his 
place,  wished  to  know  if  he  could  afibrd 
him  any  information  on  the  subject  of  a 
regulation  which  excluded  certain  medical 
officers  employed  on  the  continent,  with 
part  of  the  army,  at  the  time,  from  sharing^ 
the  prize  money  due  to  the  army,  for  the 
battle  of  Waterloo.    This  regulation  wa» 
at  variance  with  the  old  practice  of  the 
arn^y,  and  with  the  course  pursued  through 
the   whole    of  the  peninsular  war.    In 
Spain,    the  medical  officers  had  always 
shared  prize  money,  and  it  seemed  but 
fair  that  they  should,  as,   though  they 
were  not  often  exposed  to  personal  ha- 
zard, yet  they  were  of  essentia!  service  to 
the  army  with  which  they  were  connected* 
Those  medical  officers,  however,  who  had 
been  at  Brussels  at  the  time  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  was  fought,  had  been  refused  a 
share  of  the  prize  money ;  yet  that  the 
medical  staff  had  rendered  most  important 
services  to  the  army,  might  be  collected 
from  the  fact  of  their  having  restored  5,000 
soldiers  to  the  British  army  within  'six 
weeks  of  the  time  at  which  that  battle  was 
gained.    The  regulation  alluded  to  sub- 
jected these  gentlemen  to  a  great  hard- 
ship, and  it  was  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  through 
the  whole  peninsular  war.    While  these 
persons  were  thus  dealt  with,  there  were 
many  generals  who  had  joined  the  army 
withm  a  week  of  its  entering  Paris,  who 
had  never  heard  a  shot  fired,  nor  faced  an 
enemy,   but   who  notwithstanding  were 
held  to  be  entitled  to  share  prize  monej> 
though  idl  they  had  done  was  to  travd 
com&rtably  in  their  post  chaises,  to  enter 
Paris  at  their  ease,  and  to  visit  the  thea- 
tres and  places   of  public   amusement. 
These  individuals  who  had  thus  enjoyed 
themselves  were  aUowed  a  share  of  that 
prize  money,  which  was  denied  to  those 
who  for  months  and  months  had  had  a 
most  painful  and  important  duty  to  per- 
form» 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that 


897] 


French  Indemnities^ 


May  22,  1818; 


[898 


officers  on  the  medical  staff  were  excluded 
altogether  from  prize  money.  They  ge- 
nerdly  shared  according  to  their  rank 
with  the  other  officers,  but  it  was  true  that 
a  regulation  had  been  adopted  under 
which  those  only  were  entitled  to  prize 
money  for  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  who 
were  connected  with  the  troops  engaged 
on  the  16th,  17th,  and  18th,  of  June,  or 
who  wdre  present  at  the  sieges  and  block- 
ades of  earrisonsin  France,  and  thus  those 
who  had  remained  at  Brussels  were  ex- 
cluded. If  the  hon.  gentleman  thought  a 
new  principle  had  been  adopted  in  con- 
fining the  distribution  of  prize  money  to 
the  medical  officers  connected  with  difer- 
ent  stations,  he  was  mistaken.  To  prove 
thiSp  he  would  refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  payments  made  in  the  Peninsula, 
which  he  would  find  had  been  confined 
to  stations,  the  firut  having  been  made  to  | 
those  who  broke  up  from  Coimbra  to  i 
march  to  the  Douro ;  the  second,  to  those  , 
who  broke  up  from  Portugal  on  the  5th 
of  March ;  and  the  third  to  those  who 
were  present  at  the  taking  of  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo.  The  regulation  complained  of 
had  been  adopted,  as  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  draw  a  line  somewhere.  In  the 
case  referred  to  by  the  Jion.  member,  the 
claims  of  those  medical  officers  who  re- 
mained at  Brussels  bein^  admitted,  be- 
cause the  men  wounded  m  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  subsequently  fell  under  their 
care,  why  might  not  similar  claims  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  medical  officers  at  home, 
as  many  of  the  sick  had  been  sent  to  Ply- 
mouth r  With  regard  to  the  several  offi- 
cers who  joined  a  week  before  the  army 
entered  Paris,  though  they  had  made  that 
sort  of  triumphal  entry  which  had  been 
described,  yet  the  case  might  have  been 
very  different.  In  the  week  which  passed 
before  the  army  entered  Paris,  they  might 
have  been  (audit  very  nearly  happened 
bo)  engaged  in  a  severe  battle  between 
the  allies  and  the  garrison  of  Paris,  and 
thoae  who  joined  the  army  at  that  time 
fully  expected  it. 
^  Mr.  aennet  contended,  that  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  he  objected  had  not  been 
acted  upon  in  the  Peninsula,  in  various 
instances  to  which  he  referred.  He  con* 
sidered  that  those  medical  officers  who 
had  joined  at  Brussels  were  entitled  to 
share  priae-money  for  the  battle  of 
Waterloo.  At  present  he  did  not  intend 
to  do  any  thing,  but  he  should  certainly 
brin^  the  subject  forward  early  in  the  next 
session. 
(VOL.XXXVin.) 


The  House  then  went  into  the  commit- 
tee. On  the  motion,  «  That  15,000/.  be 
granted  to  his  majesty,  for  the  purchase 
of  land  on  Hounslow  Heath  for  the  exer- 
cise of  cavalry,  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever^" 

Mr.  Warre  said,  he  saw  no  necessitv  for 
the  proposed  grant ;  plenty  of  ground  for 
such  a  purpose  was  open  on  Wimbledon 
Common.  He  also  thought  the  purchase 
money  too  high. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  showed  that  the  price  to 
be  paid  for  the  land  in  question  was  by  no 
means  unreasonably  high :  300  acres  were 
to  be  purchased  for  the  15,000/.  and  land 
in  tliat  neighbourhood  had  recently  been 
sold  for  100/.  per  acre. 

Mr.  Cakrq/t  did  not  say  that  the  price 
was  ereat  when  the  number  of  acres  to  be 
purchased  was  considered;  he,  however* 
could  not  see  that  it  was<  necessary  to  pur- 
chase so  large  a  piece  of  ground  to  exercise 
such  a  body  of  cavalry  a^  were  likely  to  be 
stationed  at  Hounslow.  He  fell  this  so 
strongly  thatheshould  take  the  senseof  the 
committee  on  the  resolution. 

Colonel  ^ooi/ said,  that  Hoimslow-heath 
was  of  all  others  the  place  where  cavalry 
could  be  most  economically  exercised* 
In  no  other  part  of  the  kingdom  could  a 
brigade  of  cavalry  be  kept  together  for 
any  length  of  time  without  erecting  bar- 
racks for  their  accommodation.  But  at 
Hounslow-heath,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
barracks  at  Hounslow,  Hampton  Court, 
and  Windsor,  and  from  the  number  of 
villages  in  their  neighbourhood,  a  brigade 
could  be  kept  together  for  some  monthe 
at  a  comparatively  small  expense. 

The  committee  divided :  Ayes  65^ 
Noes  23* 

List  of  the  Minoriiy, 


Althorp,  viscount. 
Brougham,  H. 
Bametty  J. 
Curwen,  J.  C. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Duncannon,  viscount. 
Fazakerly,  N. 
Finlay,  K. 
Gordon,  R. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Lemon,  sirW. 
Lamb,  hon.  W. 
Latouche,  R.  jun. 


Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Martin,  J. 
Newport,  sir  JT. 
Ramsden,  J.C. 
Romilly,  sirS. 
Smyth,  J.  If. 
Tremayne,  J.  II. 
Teed,  J. 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 

TeUer. 
Calcrafty  J. 


French  iNDEMNmss.]  The  House 
resumed.  On  the  questioni  that  the  re« 
port  be  brought  up, 

(S  M) 
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Mr.  Wnrre  rose  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  certaiD  points  relative  to- the 
pecuniary  part  of  the  treaties  between 
this  country  and  France.  By  the  treaty 
or  convention  entered  into  at  Paris,  on 
the  20th  of  November  1815,  sums  of 
money  were  to  be  paid  to  Great  Britain 
by  France,  in  the  shape  of  indemnities. 
The  amount  so  to  be  paid,  was  at  the 
time  declared  by  tlie  noble  lord  opposite, 
as  intended  to  ga  jrro  tanto  tt)  relieve  the 
people  of  England  for  the  sacrifices  they 
had  made  during  the  war,  besides  the  sum 
to  be  paid  by  FVance  to  support  the  ai-my 
of  occupatfon.  A  considerable  t?me  ago 
a  noWe  friend  of  his-  had  declared  in  an* 
other  place,  that  the  share  of  the  sum  for 
maintaining  the  anny  of  occupation, 
which  this  courttry  was  fo  receive,  wotild, 
in  the  end,  be  found  very  inadequate,  but 
this  was  at  the  time  contraditfed  by  the 
colleague  of  the  noble  lord  opposite.  Be- 
fore the  treaty  of  November  1815,  Great 
Britain  claimed  from  France  a  very  large 
sum  for  civil  contingencies,  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  French  prisoners,  &c.  Under 
the  convention  concluded  in  confor- 
mity to  the  Mi  article  of  the  principle 
treaty,  France  was  to  pay  Great  Britain 
125,000,000  francs,  at  the  periods  here- 
after specified,  viz. — 
In  the  year    Fry.         Cts.     Frs.       Cts. 

1816  15,000,000    O 

1817  27,500,000    0 

1818  27,500,000    0 

1819  27,500,000    0 

1820  27,500,000    0 
125,000,000    0 

An  agreement wassubse- 
auently  made  with  France, 
for  postponing  the  pay- 
ment of  one-huf,  and  mte- 
rest  was  charged  to  France 
for  such  postponement, 
amounting  to  185,106  ffi. 
52  cts. 

The  total  received  from 

France  to  the  Ist  May , 

1818,  was 60>966,439    84* 


Mto 


This  sum  had  been  appli- 
ed as  follawa  :-«* 

Retained  by  the  British 
coromisioner,  onaccount 
of  the  expenses  of  his 
establishment 

Paid  into  the  military  chest 
in  France  towards  tbe 
expenses  of  the  anny  of 
occupatloDy    over   and 
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above  the  stims  received 

from  France  on  account 

of  that  army 14,5S*,277      2» 

Paid  to  his  grace  the  duke 

of  Wellington,  in  Paris, 

towards    the    sum     of 

25,000,000  firanc8,grant- 

ed  by  parliamen  t  as  prize 

money    to    the   troops 

under  his  grace's  com* 

mand 8,000,000     O 

Remitted  to  EnglantI,  and 

which  produced  the  sum 

of  1,406,916/.  Us.  Ud. 

sterKng 81,866,853    S4 

Total  appKed 5*,976,777    S9 

Now  he  thought  the  remittance  to  Eng** 
of  1,400,000/.  (to  speak  in  rowu)  nttai« 
hers)  was  to  have  been  applfed  here  in 
aid  of  the  current  expenses  of  Che  year; 
but  he  was  astonished  to  fiud  it  had  been 
sent  back  to  France,  and  applied  to  miit« 
tary  purposes,  as  follows  :— 

The  sum  of  1,406,916/. 
11^.  lie/,  sterling,  tbepro- 
ceeds  of  the  91,886,833  f. 
34  c.  remitted  from  France, 
as  above  stated,  was  ap- 
plied as  follows : — 
Towards  completing  the 

gran£   of  tne   sum    of 

25,000,000    francs.    Us 

prize  money  to  the  army 

under  the  command  of 

his  grace  the  duke  of 

Wellington  707,263  10  5 

To  the  paymaBter-genend 

of  the  rorces,  in  repay- 
ment of  sums  advanced 

and  paid  out  of  ther  ex- 

traordinaries  of  thearmy 

in  England,  for  the  tise 

of  the  troops  serving  in 

France  in  1816  and  1817  104,579  0  0 
To  the  paymaster-general 

of  the  forces,  in  repay- 
ment of  sums  advanced 

and  paid  in    England, 

o^t  of  the  iums  granted 

for  the  ordinary  service 

of  the  army,  onaccount 

of  the  troops  serving  In 

France  in  1816  and  1 817    595,074  1  6 

l,4Ce^916  11  11 
By  the  treaty  of  1815,  the  commissioner 
had  received  a  grand  total  of  250,000,000 
of  francs,  ibr  wbhrh  England  had  sur- 
rendered a  claim  of  seveamUtona  Bterfingi 
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which  ahe  had  at  the  conolusioa  of  the 
war  in  1814^  for  olaian  on  acoouat  of 
Fceoob  priaoneni.  So  that  on  looking  at 
the  ipaia  balance^  fioglandy  it  would  he 
Ibttpd*  was  a  very  incofisiderahle  ffainer, 
notwithatanding  the  Tauo^iogs  of  the  no- 
ble lord  opporite.  Indeed,  this  was  pre- 
dicted at  the  inooy  and  it  was  fairl|r  said 
(iboagh,  as  usual»  the  statement  was  con- 
taadjotfd),  thai  the  whole  sum  would  go 
la  maintain  the  vast  military  expense* 
and  that  not  one  hal^eony  would  go  inla 
the  public  pane  for  geaeml  purpeses* 

Z^rd  CoBlkrettgk  said,  tiie  hon.  gentle- 
man^ observations  were  in  asany  parts 
founded  in  etsor,  from  a  want  of  attendiac 
la  the  neoessary  docuHsentik  He  had 
forgotten  that  two  millions  went  for  the 
ibsSfieatiaBs  of  the  Nef heriaods,  in  return 
for  which  Great  Brkain  xeoehpod  from 
JHQlhmdcolenialacqmsitiOQs.  Out  of  the 
BOt^OOifiiM  of  ftancs  Ar  the  army  of  oc- 
4nipatioB,  the  share  4m  this  oouatrj,  as 
settled  on  the  face  of  the  protocol,  was 
about  12  MiUioiis  and  a  hM,  and  the 
round  sum  was  merely  intended  (and  it 
was  so  declared)  to  support  the  continen- 
tal force  exclusive  of  the  British.  It 
would  ha/re  been  onerous  indeed  upon 
ftaace,  if  she  were  to  have,  in  maintaining 
M  given  number  of  men,  the  task  of  entire- 
ly supporting  the  British  amnr,  which  it 
was  known  entailed  double  tne  expense 
4>f  Iheaame  number  of  men  in  any  other 
of  the  armies  of  Europe^  The  remittance 
alluded  to  as  haaing  been  made  to  £ng- 
landy  was  not  diqiosed  of  and  sent  back  in 
the  ioareless  manner  the  hon.  gentleman 
thought;  but  though  generallj  set  down 
io  the  accounts  as  paid  again  into  the 
miliUffv  chest,  it  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
applied  at  home  for  the  reduction  of  such 
part  of  the  expense  as  must  necessarily 
he  liquklated  here.  As  to  the  donatives 
*^the  question  relative  to  the  gmnt  at 
Waterloo  was,  as  to  the  mode  of  arrang- 
iag  the  amount  for  the  British  and  allies 
eoojointly,  or  by  making  a  constitutional 
sepajratioo.  When  the  whole  charges 
were  wound  up,  he  was  convinced  the 
general  arrangement  would  be  found  to 
have  worked  in  the  manner  it  was  intend- 
ed, ae  as  to  satisfy  the  whole  of  the  de- 
mands whidi  it  was  right  to  exact.  On 
thsisubjeet  of  the  private  claims,  three 
minions  and  a  half  had  been  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  commissioiierr  and  he  thought 
it  was  much  more  desirable  to  have  ac- 
cepted this  specific  amount  from  -Fnmee 
than  to  have  left  the  manner  open  to 
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a  number  of  diffeneot  individual  ac\just- 
ments  on  the  merits  of  each  particular 
case.  On  the  subject  of  tne  claiics 
for  prisoners  of  war, .  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seemed  to  have  argued^  as  if  France 
had  admitted  a  gross  debt  of  7>000,00Q^ 
sterling.  Now  this  was  not  the  fac^ 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  had  also  fallen  into 
an  error,  by  arguing  as  if  France  had  no 
sum  to  set  off  against  it,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  prisoners  in  her  turn.  The  pre- 
sent government  was  certainly  more  likely 
to  come  to  a  fair  adjustment  on  this  headp 
than  that  which  preceded  it ;  for  Buona,- 
partg  not  only  denied  the  gross  amount 
of  the  British  ^im,  but  insisted  upon 
settii^  up  against  it  the  expense  of  main- 
taining, not  alone  British  prisoners,  but 
S^ianish,  Hanoverian,  and  those  of  the 
other  allies,  brought  by  this  country  into 
the  field ;  so  that  by  this  sort  of  calcula- 
tion die  hon.  member  would  have  fonnd 
Great  Britain  not  likely  to  have  had  a 
very  solvent  claim,  or  to  realize  much 
profit  on  striking  the  balance.  He  again 
repeated,  that  the  winding  up  to  the  go- 
nerai  arrangement  would  be  most  satis- 
factory, and  that  it  was  to  the  honour  of 
France  that  she,  up  to  this  day,  had  reli- 
giously-fulfilled her  psyraeats  without  the 
SBMllest  defalcation. 

Mr.  Tiemey  remarked,  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  said  one  word  to  touch  the 
observations  of  bis  hon.  friend.  The  sub- 
stance of  those  observations  was,  that  the 
country  was  led  by  the  noble  lord  to  ex- 
pect from  the  last  treaty  a  two-fold  ad« 
vantage ;  first,  that  France  would  have  to 
.p^  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army  of 
occupation {  and,  secondly,  that  the  pub- 
lic would  derive  further  pecuniary  relief 
from  the  sums  to  be  paid  by  France. 
The  noble  lord  said,  that  the  two  aums 
added  together  paid  the  army ;  but  why 
not  have  kept  them  separate,  and  for 
distinct  purposes,  so  as  to  enable  parlia- 
ment to  hold  some  control  over  the  appli- 
cation of-the  money  ?  The  noble  lord  in* 
deed  said,  that  there  had  been  a  glorious 
result,  because  England  had  nothing  to 
pay ;  but  why  had  not  she  something  to 
receive  for  her  sacrifices,  as  the  nc^le 
lord  had  exultingly  pronsised  ?  He  had 
indeed  told  the  House,  for  the  first  time, 
that  the  Dutch  gave  colonial  acquisitions 
to  England  for  the  part  she  took  in  the 
question  of  the  fortifications.  But,  then,  he 
said,  the  papers  on  the  table  would  gi^fe 
eYerj  information,  and  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman vaa  wrong  in  not  more  accurate^ 
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examining  them.  Why,  the  real  cause  of 
this  was,  the  undatisfactory  manner  in 
M'hicb  the  accounts  were  made  out.  The 
noble  lord  thought  every  thing  was  very 
clear  when  he  laid  such  a  complicated 
nass  of  papers  on  the  table  which  it 
was  impossible  for  any  man  to  read.  The 
noble  lord  also  gave  his  explanation  with 
80  much  suavity,  and  in  so  level  a  tone  of 
voice,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
imagine  the  subject  had  any  importance, 
beyond  an  ordinary  common-place  ques- 
tion. It  was  now  clear,  that  the  general 
civil' claim  of  the  country  was  compro* 
xnised  for  one- half  its  expected  amount, 
and  this  was  the  result  of  the  noble  lord's 
diplomatic  skill,  after  the  shoutings  with 
which  he  was  hailed  on  his  entrance  into 
the  House,  after  concluding  the  treaty! 
AH  the  boastings,  it  now  appeared,  ended 
in  nothing. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Alien  Bill.]     The  bill  was  read  a 
third  time.    After  which, 

Mr.  Brougham  proposed  the  following 
clause,  "  Provided  always,  and  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted,  that  every  such  alien,  before 
being  sent  out  of  the  country,  shall  re- 
ceive notice  the  space  of  at  least  one 
month  before  be  shall  be  so  sent,  and  in 
case,  during  the  said  space  of  one  month, 
any  vessel  shall  sail  to  any  kingdom,  coun- 
try, or  place,  where  such  alien  may  desire 
to  be  carried,  shall  have  liberty  to  embark 
himself  on  board  of  such  vessel,  any 
thing  in.  this  act,  or  in  the  said  recited  act, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  provided 
always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawilil  to 
keep  such  alien  in  custody  during  the 
-aforesaid  space  of  one  month  and  until  he 
'fihall  have  embarked  on  board  of  such 
vessel."  On  the  question,  that  the  clause 
be  read  a  second  time, 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  he  must  object 
to  it.  Circumstances  might  occur  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  order  an  alien 
out  of  the  country  at  a  moment's  notice. 
But  if,  added  to  the  option  of  delaying 
their  departure,  such  characters  were  also 
to  select  their  place  of  retreat,  the  evil 
was  incalculably  worse.  A  foreigner 
might  transport  himself  here,  for  the  most 
mischievous  ends,  and  after  thus  pestering 
this  country,  might,  if  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  carried  his  point,  demand 
to  be  conveyed  from  hence,  even  to  South 
America,  and  the  government  must  defray 
jthe  expenses  of  his  freight*    He  appre- 
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hended  that  this  would  turn  out  a  very 
bad  bargain  for  the  country. 

Lord  Compton,  although  he  supported 
the  bill,   felt  it  his  duty  to  support  the 
present    clause,    because,  although    any 
country  had  a  right  to  expel  foreigners 
from  its  shores,  still  the  government   oF 
the  country  had  no  right  to  send   the 
alien  to  a  country  where  it  might  perhaps 
be  dangerous  for  him  to  attempt  to  landL 
He  voted  for  it,  not  from  any  suspicion 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  would  abuse 
their  powers ;   out  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  it  was  the  nature  of  all  power 
to  be  abused.    Laws  were  not  made  to 
guard  against  what  men  would  do,  but 
to  protect  the  people  against  what  they 
might  do. 

Mr.  H*  Clive  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  entitling  the  alien  to  put  the  go- 
vernment to  ^considerable  expense  as  to 
his  passage  to  that  particular  port  to 
which  he  was  inclined  to  transport  him* 
self. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  the  noble  secretary  of  state, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
should  put  such  a  construction  on  this 
clause  as  they  had  done.  They  had,  it 
seemed,  discovered  a  new  mode  of  inter- 
preting acts  of  parliament,  and  he  con- 
gratulated the  hon.  gentleman  in  having 
attained  this  knowledge  so  soon  after  his 
appointment.  They  argued,  that  the  alien 
roust  be  sent  to  any  place^to  Botany 
Bay,  for  instance,  at  the  expense  of  the 
government.  Now  what  was  the  fact? 
The  clause  said,  that  such  alien  should 
have  liberty  to  embark  himself  on  board 
a  vessel,  &c.  Did  this  make  out  that  the 
government  was  to  bear  the  expense  ?— 
that  a  right  to  embark  in  the  good  ship, 
Mary,  to  Botany  bay,  instead  of  Bour- 
deaux,  or  to  Bourdeaux  instead  of  Botany 
Bay  would  subject  the  government  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  the  stage-coach  to 
the  coast,'  the  custom-house  fees,  the  pas- 
sage in  the  vessel,  the  charge  for  stores, 
and  the  steward's  dues,  the  boat  on  landing, 
the  porter  for  carrying  the  trunks  to  the 
White  Bear  Inn,  or  the  Hotel  de  la  Pa»? 
As  this  was  the  first  opportunity  he  bad 
had,  and  would  in  all  probability  be  the 
la^t  he  should  have  of  expressing  his  sen- 
timents on  this  subject,  he  now  desired  to 
enter  his  protest  against  the  whole  of  the 
measure— to  express  his  disapprobation, 
not  to  say  his  abhorrence,  of  it.  With  a 
a  view  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  he 
woul4  now  propose  another  clauee^  and 
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and  they  might  be  difcussed  together. 
Thii  clatue  was  to  enable  aliens  to  be 
heard  by  their  council  or  agents  as  well  as 
by  themselves,  before  the  privy  council. 
It  was  nothing  more  than  a  mockery,  a 
mere  nominal  or  verbal  check,  to  provide 
that  the  alien  himself,  isnorant  perhaps  of 
the  language,  might  be  neard.  The  noble 
lord,  on  a  former  occasion,  had  said  that 
the  alien  might  be  accompanied  by  an  in- 
terpreter; but  it  was  not  the  interprela- 
tion  of  languages  that  was  wanted ;  it  was 
the  '*  habitus  practicus  interpretandi 
Ieffiim»"  and  that  could  be  performed 
only  by  a  person  conversant  witn  the  laws 
of  the  country.  He  lamented  that  this 
measure  had  been  so  little  noticed  by  the 
public.  Whenever  a  new  tax  was  pro- 
posed, or  an  old  one  wu  sought  to  be  re« 
pealed,  the  people  rose  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other ;  but  on  a  point 
that  so  vitally  affected  the  liberties  of  the 
constitution,  and  which  woukl  cast  such  a 
stain  on  our  character  in  the  eyes  of  Eu* 
rope,  they  were  totally  indifferent,  cold, 
and  silent.  It  had  been  said  that  the  bill 
was  for  the  guilty,  and  not  for  the  inno- 
cent ;  but  if  such  a  power  was  given,  they 
might  as  well  at  once  give  the  sword  of 
justice  to  the  Crown,  and  let  the  cadi  or 
the  vizier,  or  whoever  he  might  be,  exer- 
cise the  power  of  trying  and  transporting 
whoever  they  might  think  guilty.  If  the 
law  was  directed,  as  seemed  to  be  the  in- 
tention, instead  of  guilty  aliens  they 
might  alter  the  word,  and  say  guilty  sul>- 
lects.  It  was,  in  fact,  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  suspension  of  the  constitution. 
They  were,  indeed,  in  a  sad  condition,  if 
they  were  to  pass  a  measure  of  such  vital 
importance  on  such  grounds— if  they  were 
to  proceed  as  they  had  before  done,  upon 
reports  which  had  been  swollen  and  ex- 
aggerated till  they  reached  and  poisoned 
the  easy  ear  of  lord  St.  Vincent  [Hear, 
hear  I].  He  should  have  said,  of  lord  Sid- 
nouth ;  but  if  any  apology  were  due  to 
the  House  for  the  mistake  ne  had  made, 
it  was  much  more  due  to  the  noble  earl 
whose  name  he  had  so  unluckily  coupled 
with  that  of  the  present  secreUry  of  state 
for  the  home  department.^  No  two  men 
could  be  more  dtssirtiilar;  andit  was  only 
because  the  contract  bistweei<the  two'Was 
so  striking,  the*  energy  arid  taHmts  of  the 
one  so  opposed  to  tfie  mefficieilcy  and  defi- 
ciency or  the  other  that  the  two  names 
had  lieen  brought  together  in  his  mind, 
and  earl  St.  Vincent's  title  obtruded  upon 
the  House  m  a  debate  with  a  subject  of 
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which  he  had  in  truth  no  connexion.  If 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  point  out  two 
individuals,  the  direct  reverse  of  each 
other  in  all  particulars  that  qualified  a  man 
for  a  high  office  in  the  state,  he  could  not 
have  been  more  happy  in  his  selection 
than  when  he  mentioned  earl  St.  Vincent 
and  viscount  Sidraouth.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  concluded,  with  do* 
daring  himself  stronsly  against  the  bill, 
and  hoping  that  the  clauses  which  he  pro* 
posed  woiJd  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Canning  advised  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  not  to  make  so  fre* 
ouent  a  use  of  exaggeration.  It  was  oi^ 
Uie  management  of  lights  and  shades  that 
depended  the  effect  of  a  picture.  To  cry 
out  upon  every  occasion  that  the  natioa 
was  lost,  was  to  cry  «*  wolf  to  the  coun« 
try  to  no  purpose,  and  to  weaken  any 
little  auUiority  he  might  have  had  when  hia 
call  was  really  serious.— Notwithstanding 
all  the  elegant  Latin,  and  all  the  forensic 
humour,  which  the  hon.  and  learned  ffen* 
tleman  had  applied  to  the  purpose  of  his 
speech,  he  could  agree  neither  with  hia 
Latin  nor  his  humour.  There  was  no* 
thing  introduced  into  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman's  clause  relative  to  the  alien, 
who .  might  wish  to  be  transported  to  a 
particular  part  bearing  hia  own  expenses. 
If  this  was  his  intention,  it  ought  to  be  so 
expressed » if  not,  the  whole  expense  was 
laid  upon  the  country— a  serious  objec- 
tion in  these  times  of  distress  and  econo- 
my.—That  was  the  fact;  and  he  defied 
the  most  pradicus  habiiui  man  in  the 
House  to  prove  the  contrary.  The  clause 
farther  proposed  as  a  mitigation  of  the 
bill,  would  enact,  thai  the  alien  should 
have  a  month  allbwe^  him  to  choose  his 
destination,  and  that  he  should  spend  that 
month  in  prison.  Now  the  bill  which  waa 
thus  to  be  mitigated,  inflicted  on  the  alien 
no  imprisonment  at  all.  As  to  suflering  him 
to  choose  his  own  destination,  supposing 
that  he  was  ennged  in  some  plot,  like  that 
lately  detected  against  the  lite  of  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  would  he  not  ask  to  be  sent 
to  the  very  place  where  that  plot  was  to  be 
executed  t  And  should  government  thus 
i^ord  him  the  means  of  doing  that,  which 
it  was  the  obiect  of  the  measure  to  pre- 
yent  ?  In  tne  case  beforoi  that  of  Xaa 
Cases,  an  individual  had  requested  to  be 
sent  to  Hambuivh  instead  of  Ostend,  and 
his  request  had  been  attended  to.  Dkl 
that  argue  any  disposition  on  the  part  of 
ministers  to  abuse  their  power  ?  As  to 
the  second  cbuae  which  the  hon.  ind 
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learned   genlleman   had   anBouncedy   it 
woald  aiMGe  the  bill  altsgether  a  new  one, 
and  tuTB  an  executive  nto  a  judicial  pro* 
oeeding.      With  respect  to  the  danger 
which  required  a«ieasure  like  the  {Mresenti 
could  any  one  4tti|gine  that  if  the  confla* 
gratienwas  kindled  ia  France,  it  would 
not  imrohre  this  ceuoHy  i    Whenever  the 
sterm  ttjght  rise  it  would  oarrv  us  in  its 
wMrK    England  must  be  shaken  in  her 
orbit,  if  Ihe  rest  of  the  system  were  dis* 
turbed.    It  was>  thepefere»  the  duty  of 
pailianedty  to  take  veasuces  to  prevent 
the  oouniry  fren  being  over^run  by  the 
very  pests  and  refoee  of  Eunope— «by  those 
who,  driven  from  their  own  country  bj 
their  crimes*  sought  shelter  in  this  until 
diey  couM  ripen  into  action  their  detest- 
able madiinations.    Eermerly,  during  the 
Frenoh  sevolutien^  these  islands  had  •been 
Ihe  reA^  ef  idl  that  was  h^al  and  »e^ 
i^pecAable ;  hwX  Ihe  other  side  of  the  House 
were  new  desirous  that  the  very  revetse 
ahovld  happea,  and  Aat  Ireaaeos,  not  only 
sigitet  ourselveSfe  'but  a^siost  our  aeigh- 
bdurs,  ehodld  be  hatcmid  in  a  country 
wherO)  in  the  learlier  age%  treason  was  al- 
■lost  unknown.      The  epposers  of  this 
■seasuqe  seemed  anxious  that  new  eoenes 
ef  glory  «nd  -ambition  should  be  opened 
to  those,  who  had  learnt  no  lesson  from 
the  calamities  of  their  country,4Mit  howix) 
smiil  themselves  of  its  distresses  for  their 
own  aggrandisement  [Hear,  hear  I].   Did 
not  thcpoblioatitMis  which  daily  arrived 
Irom  the  Nelherlaods  prove*  that  a  set  of 
malignaMt  spirits   irere   there   hoveriag 
about  who  still  hoped  to  undo  the  work  of 
peace,  and  to  veUndle  the  flames  of  war  ? 
like  the  philesopher  of  old*  they  called 
idt  a  restmg  place  for  their  lever— '<  Give 
lis  where  to  etoiKl  and  we  will  shake  the 
wodd.'*    The  aaswer  given  to  them  by 
this  bill  is^««  Yeu  ehsll  not  stand  here/' 
([Loud  dieeisl*      But  a  few  years  had 
elapsed  since  England  was  the  depositary 
of  the  hopes  and  fef  tunes  of  the  world. 
Ail  longing  eyes  were  turned  to  her;  and 
otherfiowiania^oocclisionally'shrunkfrom 
the  contest,  returned  to  it  .again   when 
they  marked  her  standard  unceasingly  dis- 
plq^  above  the  smoke  •of  bottle.    Xt  had 
atood  firm  and  unshaken  *in  the  rudest 
•ahock  of  imr;  and  what  nmn,  who  loved 
the  K^ofj  of  his  comitry,  or  valued  the  li- 
berty  of  the  werid,  wiouU  oonseatevcn  to 
the  chance  that  it  might  become  ihe  ae- 
siupecting  pfey  to  seoset  and fore^ene* 
mi^  ?    It  -raiglit-be  isaid  that  this  btll  utas 
oieriog  h  si^ht  violenoe  to  the  old  sjs 
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teiBof  our  laws;  but  he  -^Mr*  Ca^nistg) 
wasGonviaced,  that  wemifftit  be  justifiedm 
BMidifying  iMT  aame  time  umger^  that  par* 
cf  4iur  eonstitution  wUcb  rcfjatdeA  £€>^ 
neigiiers.    It  was  a  temporary  sacrifice  to 
secure  the  oraoquilttty  achieved  by  our 
victories;  and  for  auoh  a  purpoae  it  was 
not  oo^  justifiable*  but  necessary.    Ah  to 
Ihe  hands  ito  whom  the  power  should  bo 
intrusted,  that  was.o  Boater  «»f  little  con« 
sequence;  and  be  (Mr.  C^)  should  feel 
content  if  it  wese  Deposed  in  any  SngUris 
gentlemaa  competent  to  fill  the  office  of 
a  mittister  of etafie.   Jfthehon.gentleoaea 
opposite  otte  in  power^  he  would  vrill* 
ingiy  confide  itto  them :  and  from  thenn 
he  oidy  •ve^ttiied  for  hiosself  and  bis  ool« 
leagues,  that  confidenee  which  he  would 
chimully  have  reposed  in  them. 

Sir  R  Buritn  lested  bia  opposition  to 
the  biU  upon  die  ancient  kMm  and  €onatl» 
tution  of  the  couatiy.  If  Magna  Chnru 
wane  yet  to  Im  respect^-^f  it  wem  net  % 
disgrace  nt  this  time  of  day  to  refer  to  its 
askktary  previsiens,  he  should  point  it  out 
to  the  kouBe  as^affording  abliodant  teasaii 
forTcjeoting  the  bill  now  under  coasUera- 
tion.  The  right  hon.  geatlesDian  who 
spoke  last  had  complained  that  the  hon. 
«nd  leained  mover  of  the  clause  had  on 
firequentoooasionseried Wolf!  wolf!  whea 
no  ouch  ravenous  animal  was  at  hand ; 
but  while  ministers  persevered  in  mea- 
eures  like  the  present,  tlie  cry  could  not 
be  too  often  repeated ;  the  danger  was 
•not  only  at  hsind,  but  in  execution ;  Wolf! 
wolf!  ought'to  have  long  been  the  cry  all 
over  the  tKNintry,  for  the  unhappy  people 
had  long  sufered  under  the  rending  jaws 
of  pitiless  and  insatiable  wolves  [Cheen]. 
The  hon.  baronet  then  cited  the  authority 
of  lord  Coke  upon  that  part  of  Msgoa 
Cfaarta  which  respected  the  hospitsJity 
and  protection  due  to  foreigners,  con- 
tending that  Ihe  words  **  publicly  prohi- 
bited, used  by  thst  :great  judge,  were 
explained  by  him  to  mean,  not  prohibited 
by  roval  proclamation,  for  the  Crown 
never  legaUy  possessed  that  prerogative, 
but  prohibited  by  act  of  parliament.  The 
boo.  baronet  «igued  that  the  laws  which 
governed  ita  own  natives  were  sufficient 
to  rogulaCe  the  conduct  of  foreigners,  and 
tOfpunish  aheir  nal'practioes ;  nnd  coose- 
quently  that  the  object  of  this  bill,  UIbc 
many  others*  was  only  to  lo4ge  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  abuaed.  Theright  hon.  gentle- 
man had  assorted  that,  during  she  French 
Revolution,  this  counti^  had  been  the 
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r«Aige  of  aU  that  was  loyal  oad 
abk;  but tboio wero HKre  wofdftrtto^bo 
hod  oftrtd  no  pvooft ;  iodeod,  it  voold 
be  much  ■K>ro  comet  to  itate  that  it  had 
booome  the  luridag  pboo  of  all  that  waa 
degraded  amd  despotic— of  tboie  who  ied 
ffOBi  the  rerenge  of  an  faijured  and  ojj^ 
pretsed  people  ttroggliiig  to  main  ita 
liberties.  The  real  object  of  tbie  Alien 
bin  was,  to  aid  tliat  Buropean  oonspirsejr 
in  which  the  noble  lord  opposile  had  taken 
ao  actinie  a  part,  and  the  eieel  of  It  would 
be,  to  desf  roy'ihat  charader  for  generosity 
and  hospitality  by  which  the  people  ef 
England  had  hitfalerio  been  distinguished. 
Another  effiact  would  be,  to  drive  all  the 
talent  and  industry  of  Europe  to  that  now 
only  firee  country  in  the  world,  jknerica. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  objected  to 
what  he  called  making  the  measure  judi- 
cial, and  for  the  plain  reason  that  it  esta* 
bUshed  some  control  over  the  conduct  of 
ministers.  It  would  compel  them  to  be 
less  arbitrary  and  desnotiov  because  they 
might  be  brought  before  another  tribunal 
— uie  usual  pretence  of  ministerial  respon- 
sibility, by  which  the  Hooee  had  been  so 
H^enuenfly  joggled,  thongh  the  country 
could  not  quite  so  easiW  be  deceived. 
That  responsibility  had  oeen  used  and 
abased  with  regard  to  our  own  snbJectSi 
who  had  been  tyrannically  and  nneonati- 
tutionally  imprisoned,  and  was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected, that  it  would  be  more  respected 
when  the  defenceless  sab}eets  or  other 
states  were  concerned  ?  ResponsibiHty  in 
the  first  instance  was  usoally  converted 
Into  indemnity  in  the  last,  as  was  proved 
In  the  case  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  sus- 
pension :  in  fact,  ministers  were  no  more 
controlled  by  this  stalking  horse  responsi* 
bHity,  than  they  had  been  by  the  natural 
feemip  of  humanity  and  the  dictates  of 
conscience. 

Sir  S.  RomSly  was  anxious  to  embrace 
this  last  opportunity  of  resisting  the  pro* 
gross  of  thu  bill.  It  was  umdy  thai  its 
operation  would  be  confined  to  criminal 
loreigners,  and  yet,  with  singular  Incon- 
sistency, the  riffht  hen.  j^tleroan  had  ob* 
jected  to  the  clause  which  gave  the  party 
accused  an  opportunity  of  stating  his 
own  case,  and  neing  heard  hy  counsd ;  so 
•  that,  in  fiict,  that  measore  whldi  was  lo 
be  directed  against  criminal  fereigness 
was  to  be  so  iramed  that  no  means  were 
allowed  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
innocent  or  suilty.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  ^so  said,  that  he  should  be 
aatisfied  if  the  power  were  lodged  in  the 
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han^  of  an  English  gentleman.  Ui»- 
dottbtedly,  the  secretary  of  atale  tot  the 
Home  departmem  was  a  gentkasan»  and 
of  course  the  tight  haa.  gentleaian  must 
be  contented  that  theeiMCuiion  of  the  biU 
wecnintrastedtohim:  it  was  of  no  conaa* 
ouence  whether  he  had  the  talenta  or  the 
niresig^t  which  becaase  a  great  eiioee  of 
slatr^whether  he  was  likely  to  become 
the  dupe  of  spies  and  infonner»**4ie  waa 
an  £n^h  gentleman,  and  that  wna 
enough !  [Hear,  hear  1].  The  right  bon. 
gedlleman  never  thooghl  af  satis^iog  the 
coantry--^if  be  were  satiafied»  nothing 
aun-e  was  neeessary.  He  had  also  assert* 
ed  that  France  eould  nd  he  disturbed  mm 
larnaliy  or  exiemaUy,  widieul  such  an 
sAot  being  prodneed  upon  Encland  |ha| 
she  must  necessarfly  be  emhsoiled  in  the 
contest  Surely  tins  was  most  alarming 
intelligence  in  the  present  state  of  our 
finances,  and  coming  flton  such  a  ifiar- 
ter.  It  was  much  to  he  dreaded  that^ 
should  the  tranquilfity  of  France  at  any 
future  period  be  disturbed,  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  called  epon  te 
bear  new  burthens  and  to  undergo  new 
privations  for  the  support  of  that  inlsrasf 
which  ministers  thought  fit  to  espouse^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  rmreached 
his  hon*  and  learned  friend  witn  inoon* 
sistency  in  opposing  these  injurioua  and 
unconstitutional  measures.  Doubtless, 
judging  from  the  conduct  of  the  right 
boo.  gentleman,  he  held  it  a  disgrace  to 
adhere  to  the  sane  opinions  or  to  the 
same  friends.  He  enjoyed  idl  the  advan- 
tsges  of  inconsistency,  and  those  who  v^ 
sisted  this  measure  could  long  agp  have 
partaken  t)i  those  honours  if  they  would 
have  consented  to  the  same  mental  degra- 
dation to  procure  them.  The  only  danger 
pointed  out  bv  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
arose  from  a  mw  discontented  mdividuals 
in  the  Netherlands,  who  sought  a  fulcrum 
for  their  engine  of  destruction ;  bot  it  was 
singular  that,  as  this  was  the  only  dangeiv 
it  had  this  night  been  broachea  far  the 
first  time.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  a  piece  of  splendid  decla- 
mation, containing  some  pleasantry,  but 
no  arffument*  It  was  lamentable  to  see 
the  House  so  easily  prevailed  upon  to 
sanction  a  meaave  which  would  include 
in  its  operation  above  20,000  persons  re- 
rident  In  this  eountiy,  and  many  of  whom 
had  connected  IhsBMehras  widi  it  by  mar- 
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[r.  Barham  contended,  that  the  mea- 
sure was  gratuitous  and  uncalled  for ;  and 
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that  it  was  inconsidtent  with  the  spirit  of 
our  laws  aod  coostitution.  It  had  been 
for  the  first  time  proposed,  without  the 
statement  of  any  facts  to  show  its  expe- 
diency, and  had  been  grounded  on  a  mere 
set  of  possibilities,  which  did  not  afford 
the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  danger  as  a 
cause  for  it.  The  less  we  had  to  do  with 
the  transactions  between  foreign  govern- 
ments and  their  subjects  the  better ;  and 
this  bill  was  calculated  to  make  us  parties 
in  all  such  transactions. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  by  passing 
this  bill  we  sanctioned  in  the  people  the 
belief  that  they  were  in  a  peril  which  did 
not  exist,  and  prepared  them  for  consent- 
ing to  any  other  measures  that  might  be 
proposed  to  guard  against  a  non-existing 
danger.  The  bill  had  no  other  object 
but  to  sap  and  undermine  the  constitu- 
tion. 

Sir  J.  Netoport  opposed  the  motion. 
He  said,  he  would  not  intrust  this  power 
to  any  party,  for  it  was  tyranny,  and  ty- 
ranny when  ingrafted  on  the  constitution 
would  produce  tyranny  throughout  the 
entire.  If  the  Allen  bill  and  the  Bank 
Restriction  bill  were  the  fruits  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Waterloo,  the  blood  of  Britons  had 
indeed  been  shed  in  vain. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Brougham's 
clause: 

Ayes 35 

Noes 87 

Majority  against  it^— 52 

List  of  the  Minority. 
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A8tell,W. 
Althorp,  visct. 
Babington,  Thos. 
Baker,  J. 
Barham,  Jos. 
Barnett,  James 
Brougham,  H. 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Byng,  George 
Carter,  John 
Complon,  lord 
Duncannon,  viKt. 
Fazakerly,  N. 
Fergusson,  sir  R.  C. 
Folkestone,  viscL 
Finlay,  K. 
Gordon.  R. 
Howortn,  H. 
Hursty  Robt. 


Jervoise  G.  P. 
Lemon,  sir  Wro. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Markham,  adm. 
Martin,  John 
Newport,  sir  John 
Parnell,  Wm. 
Philips,  George 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Smith,  R. 
Symonds,T.P. 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Warre,  J.  A. 

TELLERS. 

Douglas,  hon.  F. 
SmiUi,  W. 


Sir  S.  Ronailly  then  moved  his  clause 
for  exenptine  from  the  operation  of  the 
bUI  aliens  who  were  resident  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  on  1st  of  January, 
18H|  and  who  had  ever  since  oontiAued 


Hegency  Ant  Amendment  Bill. 

to  reside  therein.    Lord  Castlcreagh 
served,  that  foreigners,  although  long 
sident  in  this  country,  might  be  made  tbe 
instruments  of  mischief.    Sir  S.  Romilly 
replied,  so  might  nativcs-*the  next  step 
therefore  of  government  ought  to  be  di- 
rected against  them.    The  clause  was  ne« 
gatived  without  a  division.  Mr.  Brougham 
then  proposed  at  the  end  of  the  Bill  to 
add  the  words  '<  except  as  ilEtr  aa   tbe 
same  relates  to  women  married  to  natural 
born  subjects  of  the  realm,  or  to  persons 
who  have  been  naturalized.*'    The  ques- 
tion being  put,  "  That  these  wordis  be 
there  added,   the  House  divided : 

Ayes 37 

Noes    87 

The  question  being  put,  '<  That  the 
Bill  do  pass,"  the  House  divided : 

Ayes 94 

Noes 29 

Majority  •»..• 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday t  May  25. 

Reoenct  Act  Amendment  Bill.] 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  this  bill« 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated,  that  it 
appearing  to  be  the  opinion  of  their  lord- 
ships that  the  additional  members  of  the 
queen's  council  should  be  nominated  by 
parliament,  as  in  the  Regency  act,  he 
had  prepared  amendments  for  the  purpose 
of  framing  the  first  clause  in  that  view, 
giving,  as  in  the  Regency  act,  the  power 
to  the  queen  of  filling  up  any  vacancy 
that  might  occur,  by  an  instrument  under 
her  majesty's  hand  and  seal.  His  lordship 
proposed  that  four  additional  members 
of  the  queen's  council  should  be  thus  ap- 
pointed in  the  bill,  namely— George  earl 
of  Macclesfield,  WilFiam  lord  bishop  of 
London,  Aleyn  lord  St.  Helen's,  Morton 
lord  Henley,  of  Ireland. 

The  insertion  of  these  names  was 
agreed  to.    On  the  second  clause. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  Uie  only 
reason  which  had  been  sJleged  for  this 
clause,*  namely,  the  inconvenience  that 
would  result  from  the  operation  of  the 
provision  of  the  Reeency  act,  was  of  that 
nature,  that  insteaa  of  showing  the  ne- 
cessity for  this  partial  measure,  it  went 
to  prove  the  expediency  of  an  entire  re- 
vision of  the  Regency  act.  Upon  the 
former  occasions  they  were  called  upon 
to  legislate  with  a  view  to  the  probable 
recovery  of  the  king,  in  which  view  the 
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provisions  of  the  Regency  act  were 
worded.  If  they  were  now  to  be  called 
upon  to  alter  those  provisions,  which  could 
only  be  upon  the  ground  of  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  king*s  recovery  having  ceased, 
and  there  being  only  the  possibility  re- 
maining, it  was  not,  he  contended,  in 
any  respect  satisfactory,  that  that  altera- 
tion should  be  confined  to  the  provision 
now  in  question.  It  was  clearly  the  inten- 
tion of  parliament  in  enacting,  that  in  the 
event  of  the  demise  of  the  queen,  the  parlia- 
ment should  immediately  assemble,  that 
the  care  of  the  king's  person  was  a  trust  of 
that  sacred  and  important  nature,  that  such 
an  event  called  for  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  legislature.  If,  however,  that  trust 
had  now  become  of  a  less  important  na- 
ture from  the  less  probability  of  the  king's 
recovery,  and,  therefore,  it  was  thought 
by  the  framers  of  this  bill  that  it  would 
be  inconvenient,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, that  the  attention  of  parliament 
should  be  called  to  it ;  at  any  rate  this  fact 
ou^ht  to  be  ascertained  by  previous  in- 
quiry, and  then  it  might  be  a  ground  not 
for  this  partial  measure,  but  for  a  general 
revision  of  the  Regency  act.  The  Wind- 
sor establishment,  for  instance,  it  would 
be  of  importance  to  revise.  \^hen  this 
establishment  was  proposed,1t  was  urged  by 
those  who  supported  it,  that  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  every  view  of  feeling 
towards  the  unhappy  situation  of  the  king, 
that  on  his  recovery  his  majesty  might  see 
the  same  faces  around  him,  to  which  he 
had  been  accustomed  previous  to  his  ma- 
lady. Now,  however,  when  by  bringing 
forward  this  measure,  it  was  acknowledged 
that  no  probability  of  his  majesty's  reco- 
very remained,  it  was  surely  of  the 
greatest  importance,  considering  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country,  and  the  burthens 
that  weighed  upon  the  people,  that  some 
reduction  should  take  place  in  the  enor- 
mous expense  of  this  establishment. 
Considering,  therefore,  that  no  reason  had 
been  urged  for  this  clause,  which  did  not 
operate  still  more  forcibly  for  a  more  ex- 
tensive revision  of  the  Regency  act,  and 
that  for  that  purpose  the  requisite  previous 
inquiry  had  not  been  made,  nor  was  any 
iniormation  afforded  as  to  the  actual  state 
of  the  king,  he  should  f<^el  it  his  duty  %o 
oppose  the  clause. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  denied  that  this 
measure  was  brought  forward  upon  the 
ground  of  there  being  no  probability  of 
the  king's  recovery ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
should  regret  to  see  any  legislation  take 
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place,  -upon  the  ground  of  there  being 
no  such  probability.  Parliament,  of 
course,  must  legislate  with  a  view  to  the 
greater  or  less  probability  of  recovery, 
and  this  was  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
act  passed  after  the  restrictions  upon  the 
regency  had  ceased,  which  went  upon  the 
ground  of  the  less  probability  of  his  ma- 
jesty's recoverv.  As  to  there  being  no 
information  am>rded  respecting  the  state 
of  the  king,  the  fact  was,  that  the  quar« 
terly  reports  from  the  queen's  council  to 
the  privy  council,  ^ave  every  informatioa 
that  could  be  required  respecting  his  mit* 
jesty's  state  of  health.  With  regard  to 
the  question  as  to  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment in  the  event  of  the  demise  of  the 
queen,  every  practical  purpose  would  be 
answered  by  a  clause,  which  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  intended  to  propose,  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  the  period  withia 
which  parliament  should  in  that  event  be 
summoned  to  meet. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  might,  perhaps,  be 
accused  of  pertinacity,  but  he  must  state 
that  he  remained  of  the  same  opinion,  thai 
no  necessity  whatever  had  been  shown  for 
the  enactment  of  this  clause.  The  noble 
earl  opposite  had  misunderstood  the  argu- 
ment of  his  noble  friend,  in  supposmg 
that  his  noble  friend  wished  to  legislate 
upon  the  principle  of  there  being  no  pro- 
bability of  the  king's  recovery.  The  ar- 
gument of  his  nuble  friend  was,  ihat  as 
by  bringing  in  this  bill,  it  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  framers  of  it,  that  there 
was  a  much  less  probability  of  the  king's 
recovery,  therefore  that  ought  to  be 
proved,  and  if  proved,  it  ought  to  extend! 
to  a  general  revision  of  the  Regency  act, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  Windsor 
establishment,  which,  he  must  still  con- 
tend, required  considerable  reduction.  In 
answer  to  the  argument  of  there  being  no 
information  as  to  the  probability  of  the 
king's  recovery,  the  noble  earl  referred 
them  to  the  bulletins  of  the  physicians ; 
but  surely  it  was  not  meant  to  be  con- 
tended, that  this  afforded  any  informatioa 
as  to  that  probability;  thebufletios  merely 
announcing  the  actual  state  of  his  majesty, 
without  stating  any  thing  as  to  there  being 
any,  and  what,  probability  of  his  recovery^ 
There  was  one  point,  with  regard  to  a 
possible  contingency,  respecting  the  meet- 
ing of  parliament  after  a  dissolution,  to 
which  he  wished  to  allude.  In  the  event 
of  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  after  the 
dissolution  of  parliament,  an4  before  the 
assembling  of  the  new  one,  then*  of  course^ 
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by  (he  act  of  the  demiiEiet  the  Icing's  lirits 
ceased  to  hk  operative,  and  the  bid  par- 
tratrient  must  re-assemble;  but,  in  the 
cfase  of  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Regent 
during  such  an  interval,  the  writs  for  the 
new  elections  being  issued  in  the  king's 
ndme,  a  doubt  might  arise,  though  the 
(lid  parliament  was  directed  to  re-assemble 
Ittlmediatelj,  how  far  the  king's  writs 
wi^re  vadatedy  and  to  prevent  tnose'dls- 

Siites  which  might  take  place,  from  can- 
idktes  insisting  upon  sheriffs  proceeding 
^ith  the  new  elections,  it  would  be  ad- 
f  &able  to  introduce  some  proviso  to  en- 
6(it,'that,  in'such  an  event,  the  king's  writs 
for  ihe  tiiew  elections  shbuld  cease  tb  be 
operative. 

.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  with  regard  to 
the  reports  respecting  the  state  Of  the 
king^s  health,  observed,  that  the  noble 
^arlwas  mistaken  in  supposing  that  no- 
thing but  the  bulletins  of  the  physicians 
were  referred  to,  as  the  queen's  council, 
before  making  their  quarterly  reports,'not 
only  ex^tiiined  the  physicians  as  to  the 
actUar state  of  the  kmg,  but  v^ith  regiard 
to  any  probability  of  his  recovery. 
Those  reports  were  regularly  mt^de  tb  the 
privy  council,  as  directed  by  the  Regency 
act,  and  might  be  called  for  by  parliament 
whenever  it  was  deemed  advisable.  His 
lordship  then  proposed  clauses,  with  a 
vidW  to  the  possible  event  of  the  demise 
bf  the  queien,  after  the'  day  appointed  for 
the  meeting  of  a  new  parliament,  previous 
to  the  day  of  ihe  meeting,  and  on  the  day 
bf  the  dissolutibn  ;  their  object  was,  that 
the  new  writs  should  be  operative,  and 
that  the  parliament  should  be  summoned 
tb  m^et  within  60  days.  His  lordship 
added, 'thaf  he  i'ntenaed  to  propose  a 
clause  to  bbviate  the  difficulty  stated  by 
tbe  noble  earl,  with  regard'  to  Uie  possible 
event  of  the  demise  of  the  Prince  Uegent, 
his  opinion  being, 'that  the  king's  writ 
would  not'  in  that  case  be  vacated. 

The  original  clause  respecting  thjC 
meeting  of  parliament  was  agireed  to,  and 
the  other  amendments  being  made  the 
House  resumed. 

Poor  Laws  Amei^dment  Bill.]  The, 
EaH  6£  ffardwichvaoyed  the  ord6r  of  the 
day  for  the  House  hesolvin'g  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  PoOr  Laws  Amendment 
Bl\|.  The  noble  earl  prefaced  his  motion 
bv  a  short  and  rapid  review  of  the  several 
clauses  of  the  bill,  which  he  submitted  for^ 
tlietr  lordships  a]Sproval. 

The  Mat^quis  oxLamdovine  commented 
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on  Ae  Bjpfrit  ahd  prind^JTe  of  the  bill,  to 
which  be  strongly  objected,  and  in  pitrti* 
cular  he  remarked  upon  tbe  extrdtne  im* 
policy  of  tbe  clause,  which  enabled  church- 
wardens to  take  the  children  of  paupers 
from  their  parents,  and  consign  them  to 
the  care  of  a  workhouse.    This  was  calcu* 
lated,  as  he  feared,  to  weaken  those  socitti 
feelings  on  which  the  very  strengtb  liod 
cbnsistency  of  society  depended,    if  thftt 
clause  wbre  pressed  farther,  he  sbbuld  feel 
himself  compelled  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
Hbuse  upon  it.    He  despaired  of  any  ef- 
fectual relief  upon  this  subject,  while  the 
labouring  classes  were  suffered  to  look  to 
the  public  as  a  means  of  fiiture  support. 
The  bnly  effedtual remedy  for  this' wjAs,  to 
raise  their  wagcfs  to  an  dmoimt  calculated 
to  support  the  labotirer  and  his  fbmily,  and 
from  which  sbme  little  saving  might  be 
made  against  sickfoess  and  age.  The  noble 
miarquis  also  objected  tb  the  clause,  en- 
abling parish  bfficers  to  take  hdd  and  let 
it'out  tigain  to  t)aupers,  thus  e^tablUhing 
a  system  of  farming.     This  clause  he 
thought  Verybbje<itionable ;  for  if  thd  land 
^hus  taken  vvbte  waste  and  bad  land,  la- 
bbiir'w^uld  be  only  thrown  away  in  fVuit- 
less  endeavours  to  turn  it  (o  advantage. 
If,  bn  the  bther  hand,  the  land  were  good, 
this  system  would  ohly  give  relief  to  one 
class  of  pbrsons,  by  turning  another  class 
out  of  employmtenL    Labour,  he  cotatend- 
ed,  should  be  permitted  to  find  its  level ; 
and  if  this  were  not  admitted,  he  feared 
that  wages  would  be  reduced  all  over  the 
kingdom  to  the  lowest  possible  pitt&noe. 
Within  a  few  w^eks  he  nad,  witti  alarm* 
heard,  that  this  very  pfaptice  had  already 
commenced  among  tbe  labourers  at  Bir- 
mingham, for  their  employers  observed  to 
them,  "  It  matters  not  to  ybu  how  low 
your  wages  may  be  f;^duCed,  because  your 
parish  will  make  up  the  diflference." 

The  House  then  went  into  the  cotnmlt- 
tee,  in  #hich  the  clause  for  taking  chil- 
dren from  their  parents^  was,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  ioiarquis  it  Lansdoihie*  re- 
jected. 

Hbl/SE  OF  COMTitfOl^S. 
Monday ^  Mav^, 

Lead  Mikbs  Assessment  Bill.]  Mr. 
Morrttt  ttbved  the  second  teMng  of  this 
bill, 

Mr. BhfUgham  tbougbt' the  sessiotiirBS 
too  fkr  ad^aoced  for  the  introduction  of  a 
i^easu^e  th^t  went  tb  make  so  gteat  a 
change  upon  the  Jaw  as  h  sit  preseAt  stood 
relative  to  Lead  ^ibes.  Ifie  d31  4q;)elired 
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^  tiif^  to  tJike  a  «t9n  in  a  wrpng  direc^^n, 
awl  to  extend  the  i^ibilitjr  tfi  the  poor- 
rateSy  instead  of  narrowing  it,  as  spnnd 
policy  seemed  to  him  to  require.    He 
wished  the  hon.  mover  would  consent  to 
postDone  the  subject  ta  anolher  session. 
He  aid  not  tntend  to  argu#  the  case  upon 
ita  nyerits,  aa  othe^  gentlemen  mijgb(  pro- 
bi^  difiei?  from  o^  on  tha|  subject,  ^ 
therefore  should  not  mpve  that  the  wV  be 
i^sA  a  second  time  that  day  three  moi^ths ; 
bat  he  begg^4  leave  again  to  sugeest  to 
tbd  hon.  member  ^e  propriety  ox  p9«t- 
ponement  to  anotlier  session- 
Mr.  I^onritt  contended,  th,at  the  biU 
w^y^  on][y  to  prevent  an  ev^ipi^  of  tbi^  pre- 
sent laws*    fity  9,  decision  of  the  court  of 
King*s*bench  it   was  determinedly    that 
.though  the  owners  of  mines  who  rec^ved 
4  share  of  the  gross  produce,  were  to  b^ 
asfjPfsed  to  t^^e  poor-r^es  on  tha^bar^, 
yet  \t  they  coipmutea  it  for  a  money-rent, 
ih^y  were  not  liable  to  be  assessed  at  alL 
Th^  bill  vras  to  remedy  this  inequality ; 
fUMJl  at  any  rate  be  tbou^t,  tbat  either  all 
snlnes  should  be  subject  to  the  rates,  or  all 
ahould  be  exempteo. 
^  Mx.  Davits  Gilbert  hoped  for  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  for  a  few  minutes,  on 
^wo  grounds  {  the  first  was,  his  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  whole  nature  of 
these  mines ;  and  the  second  was,  his  hav- 
ing made  up  his  mind  to  give,  on  this  oc- 
casion, a  vote  which  directly  clashed  with 
bis  own  personal  interest.    His  full  con- 
iqction  was,  that  the  proprietors  ought 
iu>t  to  get  rid  of  this  assessment  through 
« legal  quibble.    On  the  general  principle 
of  tne  poor-rates,  he  had,  twelve  years 
ago,  pronounced  hjs  opinion,  and  had 
then  fl]q[iost  stood  alone  in  his  view  of  their 
consequences.  The  experience  of  the  years 
that  had  since  intervened,  had  forti6cd 
hiii(i  in  his  first  impressionsi  and  confirmed 
his  belief  that,  unless  the  poor-rates  could 
be  arrested,  they  would  absorb  the  whole 
surplus   property  of  the   country,  and 
plunge  both  the  payers  and  the  objef  ts  of 
them  into  one  geneMU  destruction.    The 
steps  ti^ken  on  this  subject  by  the  hon. 

Sentleman  opposite  (Mr.  S. Bourne),  had 
one  a^reat  deal  of  good,  and  would,  be 
trusted,  |n  the  ensuing  session,  be  followed 
up  by  nsore  depisive  steps  than  were 
thouj^ht  at  the  outset  advisable.  But  ^e 
case  10  the  present  question  of  the  mines 
wa^  simply  tbia— it  was  the  custom  of  the 
proprietprs  to  reserve  a  twelfth,  pr  a  given 
»ino»mt>  pf  the  does  firomtbjs  occupier, 
and  to  take  it  generaUy  in  pre:  they  w|»f e 


fo^  the  la(B(  forty  yea^  assessed  for  ^e 
pooi[-rates  accor£ogIy,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciple, tba^  they  brought  into  the  parisb^a 
i|  la^ge  number  pf  labourers,  who,  wben^ 
the  ijoines  ceased  to  wd/'k,  were  unifbrmljr 
thrown  as  a  burden  on  the  paicisb-  Now, 
in  sqme  latp  in;;tfnces,  certaija  proprietora^ 
bad  contfilved  to  o^ake  tb/e'reserved  dnes^ 
p^yf  ble  in  money ;  and  it  was  decide4  by 
t^  judges,  that  a  rent  of  thia  kind  waa 
not  assessable  as  the  law  stood.  T^o  ob« 
ject  of  the  present  bill  was,  to  make  all 
the  proprietors,  whether  tbcy  received 
thei^r  dues  in  money  or  kind,  alike  ratp- 
able.  Tie  occupier  waa  to  pay,  witb 
power  of  deducting  from  hiB  proprietor ; 
apd  where  the  proprietor  was  an  adven- 
turer in  working  the  mines,  he  was  to  ha 
rated  in  the  usual  proportion  of  the  re- 
served dues.  So  loiog  as  the  one  cla/^  of 
mines  were  called  upon  to  pay,  he  couUl 
see  no  equitable  reason  for  exemptmg  the 
other. 

Sir  C.  Monck  opposed  the  bill,  upon  the 
eroimd  that  it  would  render  the  owners  of 
lead-mioes  liable  to  the  poor-rates,  and 
not  the  adventurers  or  occupiers. 

Lord  LtuceUes  said,  it  was  a  mistake  ta 
suppose  that  the  charge  would  fall  upon 
the  owners.  There  could  be  no  danger  o^ 
that,  wben  the  present  leases  expired* 
Great  distress  prevailed  in  the  districtf 
where  those  mines  were  situated;  somucii 
so,  that  the  land  was  almost  cat  up  by 
the  poor-rates.  The  petitioners  had  merely 
stated  their  distress,  which  arose  from  the 
principlp  that  was  formerly  acted  tipooi 
with  respect  to  lead-mines,  being  with- 
drawn. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  ipterfere  by  some  legislative  mear 
sure. •       '        ^ 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  said,  the  question  was, 
whether  this  species  of  propprtv  should 
contribute  any  thing  towards  the  poor- 
rates;  for  if  the  bill  did  not  pass,  those 
who  had  contributed  for  years  woidd  ceasp 
to  do  so.  The  best  way  would  be,  to  pa( 
lead-mines  on  the  same  footing  as  coal- 
mines. To  rate  the  owner  would  be  a  less 
inconvenience  than  to  let  such  property 
escape  altogether. 

Sir  Jav^ei  Graham  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  bil)  should  be  withdrawn.  Whe|i 
better  understood,  the  country  would  be 
more  ready  to  accept  it.  He  should  there- 
fore propose,  as  an  amendment,  that  it  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  questfon  being  pat,  that  the  bill 
bp  now  read  a  second  time,  ibe  House  di^ 
vided :  Ayesi  72 1  Koes^  54. 
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Charitable  Funds — Mr*  Trout- 
back's  Legacies.]  Mr.  Brotigham  rose 
to  propose  an  address  to  the  Crown  for 
certain  accounts.  It  appeared,  that  some 
years  ago,  an  individual  had  bequeathed 
a  suniy  amoontiog  to  120,000/.  to  charit- 
able purposes.  The  will  on  the  ground 
of  some  informality,  was  set  aside;  and 
the  testator  having  no  kindred,  the  pro- 
perty devolved  to  the  Crown.  His  inten- 
tion, in  moving  for  an  account  of  that 
property,  was,  to  consider,  whether  that 
might  not  be  a  proper  fund  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  commission  about  to  in- 
quire into  the  grants  for  the  education  of 
the  poor  ?  He  therefore  moved,  for  **  an 
Account  of  all  sums  of  money  received  by 
the  Crown  under  the  Will  of  Samuel 
Troutback,  esq.  dated  21st  July,  1780, 
and  the  application  of  the  said  surns.*'-*- 
Ordered. 

Privilege  of  Parliament— Wit- 
nesses AND  Officers  of  the  House.] 
The  Speaker  took  the  opportunity  of  ad- 


Mr.  Bathurst  expressed  his  intentton  of 
submitting  a  motion  on  the  subject 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday  f  May  26. 

Bank    Restriction    CoNTiNxrAsrcK 
Bill.]  The  Earl  oi Liverpool  rose  to  morva 
the  commitment  of  the  Bank  Restriction 
Continuance  Bill.  He  said,  he  had  already 
had  several  opportunities  of  stating  the 
grounds  on  which  he  considered  this  mea- 
sure necessary.     He  had,  in  partictilar» 
very  recently  had  an  opportunity  for  stat- 
ing his  views,  when  the  noble  earl  oppo- 
site moved  for  a  committee,  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  a  coin  and  paper-currency 
of  the  country.    Having  had  those  oppor- 
tunities, it  would  not  be  necessary  for  nim 
now  to  enter  into  detail  .on  the  present 
occasion :  still,  however,  it  might  be  de- 
sirable that  he  should  give  a  short  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  on  which  he  supported 
the  bill,  before  he  made  the  motion  for 
verting  to  an  important  question  of  privi-  I  going  into  the  committee,  and  he  woold 


lege.  It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that, 
on  a  recent  trial  in  the  courts  below,  viz. 
the  King  v,  Merceron,  an  examination  had 
taken  place  of  the  short-hand  writer  of  that 
House,  relative  to  the  practice  of  that 
House   in  its   committees,  and  to  what 


rely  on  the  indulgence  of  their  lordshipv, 
if  it  should  be  necessary  for  him  to  give 
any  forther  explanation  in  Uie  course  of 
the  discussion.  There  was  one  conside- 
ration in  which  those  who  had  hitherto 
supported  this  measure,  as  well  as  those 


passed  in  them.    The  House  would  feel    who  opposed  it,  had  generally  agreed- 
there  could  not  be  a  more  important  duty    namely,  that  a  question  of  great  difficulty 


than  to  protect  its  witnesses.  But  it  would 
be  impossible  to  afford  them  that  protec- 
tion, unless  the  House  had  some  restraint 
on  the  manner  in  which  either  its  pro- 
ceedings or  its  witnesses  were  produced 
in  evidence  before  the  courts  of  law.  All 
the  instances  that  he  had  considered  con- 
curred in  showing,  that  an  application  had 
either  been  made  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, or  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  permis- 
sion. In  a  former  case,  where  the  short- 
hand writer  was  examined,  and  that  situa- 
tion was  then  held  by  Mr.  Gurney,  the 
gentleman  who  held  it  at  present,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Speaker,  and  a  per- 
mission granted.  It  was  an  extenuation 
of  the  present  irregularity,  that,  though 
the  permission  was  given,  Mr.  Gurney 
was  ignorant  of  the  fact,  and  remained  so 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  attended, 
therefore,  in  the  present  case,  on  the  sub- 
poena, under  a  belief,  that  he  followed  the 
same  course  as  was  adopted  before.  He 
thought  the  House  should  make  some 
resolution  on  this  question  of  its  privi- 
leges. 


and  delicacy  would  arise  whenever  it 
should  be  proposed  to  remove  the  restric- 
tion; and  those  whose  objections  had  been 
the  strongest  to  the  measure  were  those 
who  felt  this  delicacy  the  most.  During 
the  war,  parliament  had  thought  fit  to 
adopt  this  measure  for  a  limited  period, 
which  was  renewed.  It  was  finally  deter- 
mined that  the  return  of  peace  should  be 
the  period  fixed  for  the  resumption  of 
cash-payments  .by  the  Bank.  This  was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  period  far  firom  being 
eligible,  because  there  was  no  instance  of 
a  change  from  war  to  peace,  in  which 
there  was  not  a  great  revolution  in  the 
state  of  property.  But  if  the  difficulty 
arising  from  that  would  have  been  great 
at  the  conclusion  of  any  war,  how  much 
more  must  it  have  been  felt  when  the 
country  had  just  come  out  of  such  a  war 
as  the  last ;  which,  with  the  exception  of 
an  interval  of  one  year,  had  lasted  twenty- 
two  years,  and  in  which  the  expenditure, 
especially  during  the  two  or  three  Isit 
years,  bad  been  carried  to  so  uncommon 
laa  extent?    Under  such  circumstanceii 
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it  was  ixnpoMible  not  to  foresee,  that,  on 
the  restoration  of  peace,  their  lordships 
would  be  imperiously  called  upon  to  allow 
a  period  of  repose,  a  breathing  time  to 
elapse,    before    the     ordinary    financial 
system  could  be  returned  to  with  safety, 
what  he  now  stated  had  been  the  feeling 
of  many  persons  who  originally  opposed 
the  bill,  and  in  that  feeling  he  fully  parti- 
cipated.    At  the  same  time  he  by  no 
means  regretted  that  the  period  of  limita- 
tion  had  been  fixed  to  the  restoration  of 
peace,  because  he  thought  it  right  that 
parliament  should  have  had  the  earliest 
opportunity  for  considering  the  state  of 
the  currency,  on  the  conclusion  t>f  the 
war.      The    subject    came    accordingly 
under  the  cognizance  of  parliament,  and 
in  1814  an  act  was  introduced  to  continue 
the  restriction  for  one  year,  but  the  events 
which  soon  occurred  rendered  it  unad* 
▼isable  to  allow  the  measure  to  expire. 
In  1816,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
of  Paris,  he  had  the  hrnour  of  proposing 
to  their  lordships  the  TK>ntinuation  of  the 
restriction.     He  then  stated,  that  if  he 
proposed  the  measure  for  two  years  rather 
than  for  one,  it  was  because  he  thoueht 
parliament  would  prefer  passing  the  bill 
for  that  time,  with  the  probability  of  its 
being  sufficient,  than  for  one  year,  with 
the  prospect  of  a  renewal.    The  preamble 
of  tiiat  bill  stated  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  nroposed— namely,  with  the  view 
of  enabling  the  Bank  to  make  preparation 
for  the  resumption  of  payments  in  cash. 
Two  years  had  now  nearly  elapsed,  and 
he  had   found  himself  imperiously  im- 
pelled by  his  sense  of  duty  to  propose 
the  renewal  of  the  measure.      He  had 
done  so  with   sincere  regret,   but  with 
the   fullest    conviction    that,    when    he 
stated  the  grounds    of  the  proposal,  it 
would  meet  their  lordships'  approbation. 
The  bill  had  been  introduced,  as  he  had 
observed,  in  1816,  with  the  view  of  giving 
time  to  the  Bank  for  preparation,  and  he 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bank 
had  not  neelected  the  opportunity  which 
was  thus  aTOrded  them.    The  greatest  ex- 
ertions, as  great  as  their  lordships  could 
desire,  in  order  to  meet  the  event,  had 
been  made,  and  he  considered  the  Bank 
perfectly  prepared  to  pay  in  cash.    In- 
deed, as  fkr  as  regsrdea  the  Bank,  the  in- 
ternal state  of  the  nation,  or  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country,  no  reason  existed 
for  continuing  the  restriction  beyond  the 
time  which  had  been  anticipated  for  its 
removal;   but  there  did   exist  circum- 


stances, not  of  a  permanent  nature^  nor 
connected  with  the  ordinary  course  of  fo« 
reign  or  domestic  policy  of  the  country^ 
which,  in  his  opinion,  made  it  the  impe* 
rious  duty  of  government,  now  to  propose 
the  farther  continuance  of  the  restriction^ 
and  in  like  manner  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  agree  to  that  measure.      He  had  al« 
ready  said  that  those  who  originally  op- 
posed the  measure  had  always  regarded 
Its  removal  as  a  matter  of  great  difficulty, 
and  he  could  not  expect  any  persons  to 
act  more  cautiously  under  the  present  cir* 
cumstances  than  those  who  had  thus  an« 
licipated  that  questions  of  great  delicacy 
would  arise.    As  little  could  he  suppose 
that  those  who  maintained  an  opinion  in 
which  he  was  far  from  concurring,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  countrv   were  so 
changed,  that  we  never  could  return  to 
cash  payments,  would  wish  the  present  act 
to  be  allowed  to  expire.    On  every  view 
of  the  question,  therefore,  he  had  reason 
to  look  forward  to  the  general  concur- 
rence of  their  lordships  in  the  meaaore* 
He  had  already  stated,  that  delay  in  ih^ 
resumption  of  cash  payments  did  notarise 
in  want  of  preparation  by  the  Bank,  in 
any  thing  connected  with  our  domestic  si- 
tuation or  ordinary  foreign  relations;  but 
it  was  matter  of  notoriety  that  there  were 
depending  in  France,  transactions  of  a  fi- 
nancial nature,  which  roust   necessarily 
have  a  great  influence  on  the  circulation 
of  this  and  every  other  country  in  Europe. 
Their  lordships  were  aware,  that  a  finan- 
cial operation  by  the  French  govemment 
which  took  place  last  year,  had  produced 
a  very  unfavorable  eflect  onourexchangea. 
That,  however,  would  have  been  easilr 
got  over,  had  it  not  been  connected  with 
the  prospect  of  other  financial  measuroi, 
which  were  in  contemplation  for  the  pve- 
sent  year.    Their  lordships  knew  that  th^ 
engagements  into  which  France  had  enter- 
ed were  partly  financiali  partly  political. 
Under  these   engagements  an  arrange- 
ment had  lately  been  made  between  the 
French  govemment    and  allied    powers 
for  payment  of  the  contributions  fixed  in 
1815,  and  the  discharge  of  the  claims  of 
private  individuals  in  foreign    countries. 
The  object  the  French  govemment  had  in 
view  by  this  arrangement  was,  to  pay  off 
the  whole  of  the  claims  in  the  course  of  S 
years,  instead  of  five,  the  time  originally 
fixed— -that  is  to  say,  to  anticipate  the 
psyments  of  the  4th  and  5th  years.   -  In 
consequence  of  the  stipulations  entered 
into  under  this  arrangement,  the  govern- 
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ment  of  Fiance  would  find  it  noces^axy  to 
novo  moiiolhBa  30^000.0010^  it^fliog  witb^ 
io  a  fOKy  Kmited  pcriocU  Nafff»ifli9a  theiir 
loffdakipi*  reoolkcHNl  ihe  eSecl  w^ch  Uod 
b#ea  product  on  tba  exchangee^  W^t  yewr, 
bji  a  f«r  moro  MUCAAsidemblo  opor^tion, 
what  mitft  tbojr  oxp«f t  to  be  the  isoaae-' 
qiieMO*  ^f  80  Uvge  ft  deuHlDd  a^i  thi«? 
Tbat  tbo  nuMog  such  an  annowl  would  af- 
fect tho  cuvroiiqy  aoft  only  of  this  coiimrjr, 
bm  oC  ctreij  eountFj  m  Euvopi^  wa4>  bo 
thovdbt,  a  pvopoakm  too  cl^r  to  b^  diV 
putOoL  It  wa9  tliQ  Kisk  aadd^pgerarisiBg 
xfom  thU  than  It  bocano  neoottiary  to  guard 
against;  ow  could  ho  coQCoivo  any  thing 
loaro  to  be  dopvecated  than  try  iug,  at  8ucb 
a  period*  the  experiment  of  resuming  cash 
paymeaU.  It  waa  certainly  desirable  that 
the  oxehaages.  should  be&vourable  at  tho 
mottont  the  Bank  resussed  payn»ents  19 
cash ;  aad^  though  ia  mi  ordinary  state  of 
thinga  it  was  not  difficult  to  restore  the 
eachangoa  to  an  advantageous  state,  it 
would  not  be  advisable  that  the  act  should 
^pire  just  ai  the  roomeut  when  the^  hap^ 

Enod  to  be  uufavQurahlo.  ,  3ut  if  the 
ding  existed  tbat  the  resuaoptioa  of  cash 
payifteuts  would  be  improper  at  such  a 
tine^  how  much  more  strongly  ought  it  to 
be  f<^t  when  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
enebaages  did  aot  arise  out  of  any  circum- 
ataaces  coaoeeted  with  the  ordinary  trans- 
actions of  comineroe,  but  out  of  a  nnanaial 
operaiioa  of  the  nature  and  noagnitude  of 
that  to  which  ha  bad  referred  ?  A  noble 
marquis  opposite  had  on  a  former  occa* 
aioa  aaserteil  Idhat  fbroign  loans  never  could 
foros  a  ground  for  such  a  measure  as  the 
Bresent ;  and  had  observed,  that  loans  bad 
tteeo  raised  in  Holland,  without  leading  to 
any  ooneequences  niateriaHy  affecting  the 
circulation  of  that  country.  With  what 
^  aoblo  Biaurquis  had  stated  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  loans,  ha  was  ready  on  gene- 
ral principles  to  agree;  and  if  the  present 
neaaure applied  to  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  give  him  the  full  benefit  of  his  ar- 
flument.  But  had  the  transaction  he  had 
dascribedi  growing  out  of  an  arrangement 
for  the  paymont  of  military  contributions 
to  the  powers  which  had  occupied  France, 
and  clfums  of  individuals  on  the  govern* 
meat  of  tbat  country,  arising  during  a  r^ 
iK>lutian  fftwenty«aevan  years,  the  nature 
and  ahavaoter  of  aa  ordinary  loan  i  Could 
aucb  an  unoomnioii  and  extensive  financial 
opemtion  be  comparad  to  any  loans  evar 
made  by  faraigq  powors.  either  in  I^ondon 
or  AaiBtardaoi  ?  The  quastian  for  their 
lordsbios  to  consider  then  was.  whether, 


acquaii^edaatbty  ^eice  witk  the  exi^fte^ce 
of  that  operatipn,  and  with  the  effiscta  i% 
must  bave»  01;.  he  would  say«  might  huve, 
would  tbey  choose  to  pass  the  present  bill, 
or  expose  the  country  to  the  risk  widely 
wouU  ariso  from  its  rejection  I    W^e  the 

risk  much  less  |han  ha  thought  it  was*  h« 
certainly,  for  one,  would   not  be   bokl 
enough  to  allow  the  act  to  expiate  without 
aubmittixig  to  their  lordships  a  propositipa 
for  it*  renewal*      Ho  knew  it  had  be^is 
stated  that  all  hia  ^xgramisni  on  this  sub- 
ject was  fallacious.    It  waastat^d  that  th^ 
remittances  occasioned  by  any  loan  made 
in  this  country  would  always  be  paid  ia 
goods.    He  would  no^  enter  into  a^  aur* 
gument  00  thia  poinL      The  remittancea 
would  doubtless  b^  made  in  the  wigr  nsoat 
consistent  w4th  the  interest  of  the  iadivi- 
duals  concern^df      Goods  would  be  ex- 
ported when  the  exchaogea  were  fi^voifv- 
able ;  but  it  was  only  tq  a  limited  extena 
that  this  could  be  expected  to  take  pla^ 
under  such  extrs^^dmary  circuni&taap^ 
It  was  certain  thifph  great  artificial  draia 
could  not  be  made  on  a  cquntry  without 
its  injurious  influence  being  felt.    It  waa 
therefore  ouite  unnecessary  to  discuss  this 
topic    It  had  also  been  asserted,  that  the 
dimculty  experl^ced  in  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments  was  owing  to  the  great 
advances  made  by  the  Bank  to  the  go- 
vernment.     The  same  thing  bad  b^ 
stated  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  ori- 
ginal suspension*      He  was  aware  that 
there  were  great  authorities,  who  statec^ 
that  the  advances  made  by  the  Bank  to 
government  were,  in  1798^  the  cause  of 
the  restriction  of  cash  payments  being 
continued.      To  this,  however,  he  could 
oppose  authorities  equally  great;  but.  even 
supposing  tbat  the  advances  made  by  tbo 
Bank  to  government  operated  at  that  pe- 
riodi  or  that  they  might  operate  und^ 
circumstances   disadvantageausly,    suqh 
was  not  the  case  now.      The  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  to  the   government 
were,  at  the  present  period,  in  a  course  of 
repayment,  provision  being  made  for  thst 
purpose  in  the  finance  of  the  yeari  and 
they  would  be  shortly  repaid,  aafar  a^  tba 
Bank  wished  or  desired-    Tbe  advsnoai 
made  to  government  had  not,  he  waa  coo* 
vinced.  occasioned  |ha  first  suspension; 
and  be  was  equally  con6de<\t  that  th^  pre- 
sent advai^cas  were  not  the  cause  of  tlu 
continuance  of  die  n^easura.     But.  if  jt 
wf  re  true  that  the  Bank  was  in  an  unfa- 
vourable situation  in  |hat  respi^Qt.  thi^t 
w^U  bo  a  r^aspp  for  giving  farther  tia|Si 
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ttifl  would  aSbrd  an  iddHi<ftud  argument 
for  the  present  bill.  If  anv  persona retQlv 
thought  that  the  whole  difficulty  lay  inaa- 
Vances  made  to  gof  eroment  by  the  Bank, 
tbey  ought  to  support  this  bill,  in  order  to 
give  time  to  government  to  complete  the 
measures  adopted  for  reducing  tiiese  ad* 
vances.  Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  case, 
therefore,  he  could  Hot,  consistently  with 
the  responsibility  which  attached  to  his 
station,  consent  to  the  return  of  cash  pay- 
ments at  the  present  period  by  the  Bank, 
and  he  had  therefore  felt  it  an  imperative 
public  duty  to  propose  the  present  bill. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  upon 
the  bill. 

Lord  Grenvitte  express^  the  greatest 
disappointment  at  the  statement  lie  had 

t'ust  heard  from  the  noble  earl.  He  said, 
le  was  one  of  those  who  had  eiven  entire 
credit  to  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  before 
been  proposed  to  continue  the  Bank  re- 
striction for  two  years  longer.  He  should 
be  trespassing  too  much  on  their  lordships 
time  if  ne  were  to  tread  back  the  past  his* 
tory  of  that  Unfortunate  transaction. 
Even  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
war,  he  thought  it  a  matter  of  great  im- 
policy to  acquire,  not  a  facility  of  supply- 
ing the  wants  of  the  country,  but  to  bur- 
then it  with  a  dreadful  difficulty,  to  which 
its  resources  could  not  be  equal  but  by 
the  greatest  sacrifices.  Satisfied  as  he 
was  then,  and  confirmed  as  he  was  now, 
that  there  never  had  been  a  more  fatal 
measure  than  the  commencing  and  conti- 
nuing the  suspension  of  cuh-payinents  to 
which  he  alluded,  he  looked  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  the  time  when  we 
should  be  again  free  from  that  clog.  He 
had  always  been  far  from  thinking  that 
the  six  months  which  had  been  promised, 
or  that  oneyear  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  would  be  too  short  a  period  for  the 
resumption  of  those  payments*  But  if  he 
felt  or  stated  fewer  cujections,  at  the  time 
the  continuation  of  the  restrictions  for 
two  years  was  proposed,  it  was  beaiuse 
he  confidently  believed  that  parliament 
had  given  the  country  a  sacred  pledge, 
which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity, such  as  a  general  failure  of  the  B«ik 
at  least,  could  tempt  diem  to  forego— a 
pledge  which  he  deemed  so  inviolable,  that 
nothing  but  insuperable  difficulties  could 
tempt  Uiem  to  renew  the  restriction ;  and  he 
fondly  clung  to  the  hope  that  the  day  was 
at  length  positively  fixed  when  the  coun- 
try w6uld  return  to  Ihat  system  of  circu- 


lation under  which  itsctedhwsB  untainted, 
its  capital  imrestraiaed  in  lis  operathm. 
This  nope  had  now  ucfliapptly  'fled,  de» 
stroyed  as  It  was  by  the  ratroduction  or 
the  present  bill,  which  went  to  contimie 
all  tne  embarrassment  and  difficulty  ne- 
cessarily consecjuedt  upon  the  suspension 
of  the  proper  circulation  of  the  country, 
and  this  too  upon  the  most  illusoiy  pre- 
tences. Let  not  their  lordships  l>e  de- 
ceived by  such  pretences.  Not  only  on 
account  of  the  public,  but  on  account  of 
the  Bank  itself,  it  was  high  time  that  the 
truth  should  be  known.  It  wasnot  fitting  to 
go  on  with  what  was  called  restriction  and 
restraint,  if  that  restraint  was  in  truth  no 
other  than  a  boon  and  indulgence  grailteA 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  by  whidi  they 
were  enabled  to  pay  their  creditors  in  li 
depreciated  currency,  in  notes  depreciated 
below  the  value  or  the  sums  of  money 
represented.  Let  whatever  pretences  'be 
urged  in  fkvoor  of  this  bill,  to  this  truth 
they  must  come  at  last,  and  he  repeated 
it,  that  It  was  an  indulgence  granted  to 
the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  their  creditoit 
in  notes  depreciated  five  per  cent  (dt 
thereabouts  be  believed)  below  the  value 
of  the  sums  they  purported  to  repre* 
sent.— That,  in  effect,  was  the  privilege 
that  was  given  the  Bank;  and  when 
the  noble  earl  talked  of  danger  to  the 
Bank,  he  should  also  have  some  const- 
deration  for  the  endsof  distributive  justice, 
and  the  dictates  of  common  honesty,  and 
consider  what  was  dtae  to  creditors  whose 
debts  were  paid  In  paper  sunk  five  per 
cent  below  the  value  tnat  it  represented. 
Before  the  House  passed  a  measure  of 
that  importance,  it  was  necessary  they 
should  clearly  know  how  the  matter 
stood— whether  it  was  an  indulgence  to 
the  Bank  proprietors,  nnder  the  name  ofk 
restraint,  or  a  measure  affecting  them 
against  their  wishes,  and  calculated  for  the 
publicwelfarealone.  Itimported  theirlord- 
ships  to  consider  whether  the  measure  was 
or  was  not  agreeable  to  that  body  to  winch 
it  related.  Some  doubt  was  thrown  out 
upon  this  subject  which,  in  his  opinion, 
ought  to  be  explained.  It  was  no  light 
matter  to  grant  an  indulgence  to  Uie  Bank 
in  the  payment  of  their  debts,  as  if  it  was 
to  be  considered  a  compulsion,  not  an  ii« 
dulgence;  it  was  no  lighrmatter  to  com- 
pel them,  against  their  own  will,  to  pay  m 
a  depreciated  currency.  Whatever  name 
was  given  to  the  transaction,  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  not  disagreeable  to  the 
Bank  in  the  first  instance^  though  doubts 
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were  now  thrown  oat,  that  that  body  did 
not  any  longer  acquiesce  in  it.    It  was 
necessary »  therefore,   to  inquire  if  in  a 
great  commercial  nation  like   this  there 
could   exist  any  grounds  for  compelling 
the  Bank  to  defeat  the  claims  of  its  cre- 
ditors.    Parliament   should  have   some- 
thing more  than  the  bare  silent  acquies- 
cence of  the  Bank  in  such  a  measure  as 
was  now  proposed.    If  they  had  thought 
proper  to  declare,  with  respect  to  any  of 
of  the  great  banking  houses  of  the  city, 
that  in  their  opinion  such  establishments 
were  likely  to  experience  great  difficulties, 
and  therefore  should  be  assisted  by  an 
indulgence    of  this  nature,   how  would 
those  houses    have  acted?    If  it   were 
stated  that  the  house  of  Hope,  of  Drum- 
tnondy   or  of   Child  were  likely    to  be 
distressed  in  attempting  to  pay  their  cre- 
ditorsy  and  that  therefore  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  pass   a  law   enacting  that   they 
should  be  restrained  from  doing  so,  was 
there  one  of  them  that  would  not  come 
forward  and  remonstrate  not  only  as  to 
the  injustice  of  such  a  measure  with  respect 
to  their  creditors,  but  its  oppression  with 
regard  to  themselves  ?      Would  they  not 
say,  that  to  compel  such  injustice  would 
be  as  repugnant  to  their  own  feelings  and 
principles, as  destructive  to  their  credit,  and 
ruinous  to  their  interests  ?      They  would 
tell  the  parliament  that  it  was  only  by 
their  known  ability  to  pay,  and  their  ac- 
knowledged disposition  to  act  fairly  to- 
wards the  public,  that  they  were  enabled 
to  go  on  under  all  circumstances  of  dif- 
ficulty, that  by  destroying  their  respon- 
sibility, they  interfered  with  their   credit, 
and  affected  the  very  essence  of  their  sta- 
bility and  respect — the  confidence  of  the 
{>eople.    Whether  the  Bank  of  England 
ooked  upon  it  as  a  restraint  to  which 
they  were  willing  to  submit,  or  as  was 
sometimes  insinuated,  in  which  they  were 
unwillingly  but  singularly  acquiescent,  in 
either  case  the  great  interest  to  which 
parliament  was  bound  to  look  was  that  of 
the  country,  and  looking  to  that  he  never 
could  be  induced  to  consent  to  such  a 
measure,  even  for   the  shortest  period, 
upon  a  ground  so  problematical  and  in- 
considerable has  had  been  urged  by  the 
noble  earl.      In  former  times  they  were 
told  that  the  existence  and  safety  of  the 
country  were  at  stake,  and  the  suspension 
of  cash  payments  was  justified  as  a  ne- 
cessary provision  against  the  most  fatal 
consequences.    It  was  then  adopted  for 
a  short  period ;  but  since  Uien  it  had  been 


renewed  at  different  periods,  until    now 
that  it  assumed  an  indefinite  character^ 
being  defended  in  a  manner  which  placed 
it  beyond  the  power  of  any  roan  to  assign 
a  probable  limit  to  its  operation.      They 
were  informed  by  the  noble  earl,  that  tlits 
was  not  the  time  to  abandon  the  system. 
Why  was  it  not  the  time  ?-^ecau8e   it 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience  I 
The  House  was,  therefore,  called  upon  Co 
sanction  a  measure,  on  the  ground  of  con- 
venience alone,  which  could  only  be  jua- 
tified  by  imperious  necessity.      That  ne- 
cessity was  not  contended  for,  nor  even 
alleged ;  nor  was  it  in  conformity  with  any 
speculative  principle  or  theory  of  political 
economy  that  it  depended.      It  was  ad- 
mitted upon  all  hands  that  the  Bank  should 
pay  their  notes  in  cash ;  but  it  was  at- 
tempted to  be  inferred  (for  all  the  reason- 
ing they  had  heard  amounted  to  that,  in 
fact)  that  on  the  slightest  possible  ground 
— on  such  a  ground,  for  instance,  as  that 
France  was  about  to  make  a  grant,  no  one 
knew  to  what  amount — the  practice  of 
cash  payments  should  be  interrupted,  par- 
liament should  do  away  with  the   land 
marks  of  public  credit,  and  blindly  per- 
severe in  a  system    which   had  already 
brought  the  country  to  the  verge  of  de- 
struction, and  which,  if  still  adhered  to, 
must  lead  it,  not  to  the  verge,  but  inevil- 
ably  down  the  precipice.    There  was  this 
evil  attending  the  state  of  our  circulation 
under  its  influence,  that  no  class  of  so- 
ciety, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  could 
know  what  were  their  means,  what  their 
income,  or  their  wages.    It  affected  the 
greatest  and  the  smallest  in  their  several 
degrees,  the  landed  proprietor,  the  mer- 
cantile speculator,  and  in  short,  all  fi-om 
the  richest  occupiers,  down  to  the  most 
miserable  annuitants,  and  even  through 
the  gradations  of  mechanical  and  agricul- 
tural labour.      Would  they  expose  the 
population  of  England  to  such  an  evil  as 
this,  for  the  sske  of  carrying  on  some 
scheme  of  scientific  visionaries,  or  politi- 
cal economists,  even  if  such  a  scheme  re- 
quired it  ?    But  there  was  not  even  that 
excuse  to  countenance  them.      All  raen 
were  agreed,  whether  practical  or  scien- 
tific, that  a  metallic  currency  was  the  only 
proper  basis  of  circulation.      With  this 
principle  admitted,  they  were  now  called 
upon  to  substitute  paper  in   its   place, 
knowing  that  paper  must  continually  vaiy, 
not  according  to  any  process  of  nature, 
but  at  the  will  or  caprice  of  one  bodjr, 
and  aoGoiding  to  their  views  of  profit. 
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They  wei^  required  to  give  to  that  body, 
not  the  Btatei  but  within  the  state,  a 
power  of  ihis  alarming  magnitude,  and  to 
place  at  ^eir  absolute  control  the  pro- 
perty of  evefy  man  in  the  kinedom.  Was 
this  mere  hearsay,  or  did  they  actually 
exercise  the  power  as  he  had  described  it  ? 
They  issued  paper  at  one  period  until  it 
was  depreciated  to  the  extent  of  23  per 
cent  below  the  currency  it  represented ; 
so  that  no  man  received  nis  rent  without 
suffering  a  loss  of  ^5  per  cent  or  more. 
The  grievance  was  then  felt,  the  mockery 
of  receiving  only  7S  per  cent  in  payment 
of  private  debts,  was  felt;  the  mockery 
and  cruelty,  and  gross  injustice  of  expos* 
ing  the  public  creditor  to  the  same  hard* 
ship  in  a  transaction  with  the  state  itself 
was  felt ;  but  how  was  it  encountered  after 
all  i  Not  by  retracing  the  steps  which 
were  so  taken,  but  by  forcing  a  circulation, 
•—by  enacting  a  law,  which  made  that 
depreciated  currency  a  legal  tender,  imi- 
tating thereby  the  worst  conduct  of  the 
worst  government  that  had  ever  disgraced 
the  country.  It  was  thus  they  saw  how 
little  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  wis- 
dom and  moderation  ot  any  body,  vested 
with  a  power  to  issue  paper  currency  at 
their  own  discretion,  to  be  directed  in  that 
discretion  by  their  own  desire  of  gain, 
and  not  by  the  wants  of  the  country. 
That  such  was  the  case  was  dear,  from 
the  fact  that,  in  the  face  of  all  this  depre- 
ciation, the  issuesof  the  Bank  had  doubled, 
if  not  trebled,  in  amount.  In  all  this  he 
meant  no  imputation  on  the  Bank.  The 
objects  of  a  bank  company  were  grossly 
misunderstood,  when  it  was  said  that  they 
were  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic They  were  do  other  than  the  di- 
rectors of  a  mercantile  concern,  who 
were  bound  to  do  as  wdl  as  they  could  for 
themselves  and  that  concern,  and  it  was 
for  parliament  to  see  ne  quid  detrmenii 
capuU  respubUca.  That  was  the  duty  of 
parliament  alone,  and  it  were  much  to  be 
wished  that  parliament  had  performed  that 
doty  as  well  towards  the  public,  as  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  had  discharged  their 
proper  offices  towards  the  proprietors,  for 
whom  they  were  interested.  The  gentle- 
men of  Leadenhall-street,  be  misht  be 
permitted  to  say,  would  have  groasJy  mis- 
understood their  duty,  if  they  considered 
that  attention  to  the  finandal  or  political 
system  of  the  country  constituted  any 
iwrt^of  it  If,  however,  the  fact  was,  that 
parliaosant  declining  its  just  prtvitqie  in 
this  remect,  had  lodged  it  ia  tba  Buk. 
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the  history  of  the  present  transaction  wat  • 
one  of  the  grossest  breaches  of  trust  that  • 
ever  had  disgraced  the  history  of  a  nation, 
and  had  placed  us  in  a  situation  of  unpa* 
ralleled  difficulty  and  danger.  He  was 
not  absurd  enough  to  think  that  the  im-  • 
mense  expenditure  of  the  war,  and  the  ^ 
misfortune  of  unproductive  seasons,  had 
not  some  effect  in  producing  the  distresses 
that  were  experienced,  but  giving  them 
all  the  fair  consideration  to  which  they 
were  entitled  after  making  every  allow* 
aoce  for  the  enormous  expense  of  the  last 
year  of  the  war  (120,000,00tf.),  for  the 
(Astress  and  deaith  that  attended  the  first 
year  of  peace,  for  the  extent  to  which  the 
exchanges  were  afiected,  and  all  other  ope- 
rating  causes,  he  was  confident  that  tho 
principal,  the  sine  jud  aoa,  cause  of  all 
our  late  calamities,  arose  firom  the  exten- 
sive issue  of  bank  paper,  and  the  ruin- 
consequent  on  the  depreciation  of  that' 
issue.  To  that  more  than  to  any  other 
cause,  most  thousande  in  every  rank  of 
life,  in  the  highest  circles  of  commercial 
and  agricultural  enterprise,  and  the  lowest 
sphere  of  laborious  earnings,  attribute  the 
sufferings  they  had  so  grievously  expe- 
rienced. To  that  was  to  be  ascribed  the 
tears  and  wants  of  families  reduced  from 
comfort  to  dependence,  and  the  distress, 
which  embracing  all  orders  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  had  almost  ground 
to  destruction  the  middle  classes  of  so- 
ciety. The  principal  cause  of  all  this,  he 
repeated,  was  the  suspension  of  cash  pay-' 
roents,  the  oonsequent  over-issue,  of 
bank  paper,  and  the  depreciation  conse^ 
quent  on  that  over-issue.  When  the  drcn- 
lation  of  this  country  was  in  a  healtl^  state, 
it  consisted  of  three  elements^  specie,  the  • 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  Enghiod,  and  the 
paper  of  private  banks.  It  was  an  iaevit* 
able  consequence  that  the  overissue  of 
Bank  paper  should  cause  an  over-issoe  of 
countiy  paper ;  and  it  was  in  evidenoe  be* 
fore  the  committee  that  made  inquiries  on 
this  subject,  that  whenever  the  Bank  p»« 
per  increased  as  one,  the  country  paper 
increased  as  three.  This  increase  waa 
inevitable;  for  in  removing  from  the 
Bank  of  England  the  necessity  of  paying 
in  com,  private  banks  could  not  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  same  exemption.  When  • 
the  Bank  paper  was  become  a  legal  tender, 
the  country  bankers  oould  not  be  called 
on  to  pay  in  coin,  because  there  was 
none  to  be  had,  but  they  paid  in  Bank  of 
England  paper,  and  if  that  had  been  con* 
finra  withm  asj  lunits.  it  would  have  been 
(SO) 
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tome  rcatrsint  on  the  increoaed  circulation 
of  the  country  banks.  But  the  former 
having  increased  to  an  enormous  amount, 
there  was  nothing  that  could  affix  any 
bounds  to  the  circulation  of  paper  money, 
and  the  ruinous  extension  of  credit.  Out 
of  this  arose  also  the  enormous  losses  sus* 
tained  in  consequence  of  forgery,  which^ 
though  not  so  great  on  the  country  banks, 
had  caused  an  unprecedented  amount  of 
loss  and  crime  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  The  forgeries,  indeed,  on  the  I 
Bank  of  England,  had  increased  to  a 
frightful  degree ;  and  eren  if  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  could  produce  a  hundred- 
fold more  benefit  than  the  noble  earl  anti- 
cipated firom  it,  if  the  actual  dangers  were 
a  hundred  times  greater  than  he  appre- 
hended, those  benefits  and  those  dangers 
would  be  light  and  trivial*  compared  with 
the  horrid  spectacle  every  day  before  their 
eyes,  originating  in  a  compulsory  paper 
Gticulation,whidi  entrapped  not  hundreds 
but  thousands,  into  the  commission  of 
crimob  It  was  the  duty  of  a  wise  legisld- 
tnreBOt  merely  to  punish,  but  to  prevent 
the  commiaBion  of  crimes ;  and,  therefore, 
oa  this  consideration  alone,  the  resump« 
tion  of  cash  payments  was  of  paramount 
importance*  Besides  this,  the  Bank  pa- 
per having  led  to  an  inundation  of  country 
piper,  that  had  happened,  which  happened 
in  all  countiiefi  where  paper  was  made  a 
legal  tender*--the  prices  of  all  commodi- 
ties were  raised,  the  ndue  of  all  property 
was  diskirbed*  and  speculation  was  car- 
ried to  an  inordinate  heiffht.  These  had 
been  the  consequences  of  the  Mississippi 
sdwme^  of  the  SouA  Sea  bubble,  of  the 
plantatieD  paper  money,  and  of  the  French 
assignats.  The  Bank  oondnoed  its  issues 
till  the  eoontr^  bankers  fiuled  en  all  sides 
for  sunsa  in  wiueh  thev  never  could  have 
been  debtors  except  through  Uie  medium 
of  thai  paper  curMncy  that  was  forced  on 
the  country :  they  had  fiuled  in  this  man- 
ner to  the  ruin  of  the  poor  and  indu»> 
traous,  of  the  great  commercial  speculator, 
and  of  the  agriculture  of  the  country : 
M  of  these  had  oeen  undile  to  meet  the  de- 
OMtid  for  making  good  their  eogaffeasents, 
through  theconvuttion  attending  the  bank- 
ing svsliem.  The  next  step  was  that  which 
could  not  be  wondered  at.  Other  country 
banfcera  were  obliged  to  control  their 
iasues  and  narrow  their  accommodation ; 
they  were  obliged  to  call  in  payments^  for 
whidi  the  demand  came  wholly  unex- 
pected;  and  unavoidable  failuree  ensued. 
At  thia  time  the  Bank  called  in  ita  paper, 


thereby  redudog  the  amount  of  oountrjr 
paper,  and  causing  calamities  which  no 
other  country  could  have  endured  without 
entire  destruction.    This  was  the  state  oF 
things  produced  by  the  system  he  had  de- 
scribed, and  afler  which,  as  the  noble  earl 
had  informed  the  House  (a  melancholy 
truth   indeed),   the   Bank   might   baTO 
safely  resumed  payment  in  the  course 
of  laist  year.    If  there  were  any  who  fidt 
like  him  (lord  Grenville),  how  must  they 
be  disapDointed  at  being  told,  that  the 
very  level  of  exchanees,  so  much  required 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House,  did  then 
exist ;  and  there  was  no  drcumstanoe  of 
deeper  regret  than  that  the  Bank  did  not 
avail   itself  of  that  crisis ;   he  smd  the 
Bank,  because,  thou^  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  government  to  provide  for  the  ne- 
cessities  of  the   country,  yet,  for  two 
years,  the  government  had  abdicated  diat 
power,  and  in  the  very  preamble  of  the 
former  bill,  said,  that  they  gave  the  Bank 
those  two  years  to  take  such  measures  aa 
they  might  deem  advisable  for  the  public 
advantage  to  prepare  for  the  resumption 
of  pa)rment8  in  specie.    But  were  their 
lordships  in  the  result  satisfied  with  the 
exerdse  of  that  discretion  f    They  would^ 
surdy  look  back  with  more  satisfaction  on 
what  they  had  done,  if  m  the  first  instance 
they  had  called  unon  the  Bank  for  a  can- 
did statement  of  their  aflBnrs,  and  extended 
the  period  of  respite  according  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  those   afiairs,  reserving   to 
themsdves  the  rieht  of  judging  as  to  the 
time.    Had  that  been  done,  the  opportu- 
nity would  have  been  seised,  ana  pay- 
ments, ere  this,  resumed.    It  was  indeed 
greatly  to  be  regretted,  now  their  lordships 
were  again  called  on  to  renew  this  pernl- 
dous  system,  that  they  were  not  allowed 
to  examine  what  measures  the  Bank  bad 
taken  to  ensure  the  resumption  of  pay- 
mena;  because,  if  he  were  to  trust  to 
mere  report,  the  Bank  intended,  instead 
of  preparing  for  payment,  to  throw  such 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  government  as  to 
deter  it  from  proposing  any  such  measure- 
Now  if  the  BanJc  wiwed  to  create  any 
such  difficulties^  they  could  not  do  it  bet- 
ter than  by  creatiuff  a  difference  between 
gold  and  pi^r,  mekdng  gold  dearer  and 
paper  clmper ;  nor  coidd  they  adopt  more 
efiectual  means  for  this  latter  purpose  than 
by  drawing  from  the  limited  drculatton  of 
the  continent  from  25  to  dO  per  cent  of 
that  drculation.    If  yon  draw  ilrom  any 
market  a  commodity  to  the  amount  of 
one«foui^  of  its  quantity,  that  oommo- 
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dity  iniMl  become  imnedliMtlj  deafer,  and 
Mm  waa   what   bad   adually  happened. 
Again— peraoaa  who  were  really  aeairotis 
of  resunung  paynaenti  wouldtake  care  that 
their  paper  ahould  increase  in  value :  and 
how  would  they  do  that  i    By  contracting 
their  circulation.    The  Bank  knew  very 
well  that  by  an  exoesiiTe  issue  they  had 
depreciated  the  value  of  their  paper;  they 
knew,  therefore,  that  by  lioiiting  the  is* 
sue  they  might  again,  in  some  measure, 
restore  its  value.    Instead  of  this,  they 
had  actually  increased  their  issues  two 
millions  sterling,     He  did  not  ask  the 
Bank  to  confess  their  error  of  1811,  but 
he  did  ask  them,  when  they  had  seen  that 
an  issue  of  29  millions  had  decreased  the 
value  of  their  notes,  whether  they  were 
not  aware  that  the  means  to  increase  their 
value  was  not  to  reduce  the  circulation. 
He  thougbt  it  not  too  nraeh  to  expect 
that  they  should  beware  of  increasing  the 
issue,  it  they  wished  to  raise  the  price  of 
their  paper,  after  having  already  expe- 
riencea  the  efllBcts  of  the  contrary  system. 
Parliament  must  come  to  one  of  two  con* 
elusions  on  this  review  of  their  conduct, 
either  that  they  had  granted  a  discretion 
by  the  act  to  persons  who  were  unfit  to 
exercise  it,  or  that  those  persons  knew  the 
increase  of  issue  must  depreciate  what  it 
was  their  duty  to  advance.     The  error 
would  be  more  striking  if  their  lordships 
called  to  mind  the  state  of  the  other  paper 
circulation  of  the  country.    It  was  note-, 
rious,  that  while  the  Bank  had  been  thus 
increasing  its  issues,  it  had  been  doing  so 
at  a  time  when  the  country  banks  were 
beffinning  to  revive  firom  the  distress  they 
bad  so   deei^y  experienced.    The   dr- 
cnmstances  to   which   he  had  adverted 
greatly  increased  his  repugnance  to  com- 
mit any  thing  farther  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  without  the  utmost  nicety  of 
inquiry.    It  was  the  duty  a^  parliament 
to  consider  whether  there  were  any  cir- 
cumstances whidi  required  the  renewal  of 
this  measure,  and  if  so,  to  probe  them  to 
the  bottooB.     Formerly,   grounds   were 
atated  of  the  most  important  and  extea« 
five  nature,  and  calculated,  if  not  to  con- 
vince the  reason,  at  least  to  astouad  the 
imaginatiaa.    They  were  informed  that  it 
was  necessary  in  order  to  support  the  war, 
and  in  order  to  put  down  the  enormous 
power  of  France;  but  though  such  atgu- 
■MBts  were  often  advanced,  it  would  be 
difficult  to   prove  their  connexion  with 
the  act  Uiey  were  intended  to  justify. 
This  country  had  often  tsiumphed  over 


great  and  trying  difficulties;  tlM  avila  of 
the  present  day  were  always  hi  appearance 
the  greatest ;  but  whatever  the  extent  d 
those  evils,  a  more  desperate  measure  of 
relief  coukl  not  be  devised  then  that  which 
went  to  banish  the  money  cinmlatloa  of 
the  country.    Their  lordshipe  should  re* 
collect  that  this  was  not  a  concern  of  the 
Bank,  but  of  the  nation ;  every  man  in 
the  country,  frbm  the  highest  to  the  low^ 
est,  was  more  deeply  interested  in  it  tliaa 
in  any  other  questioa  that  had  of  late 
years  come  before  parliament.    He  was 
wdl  convinced  that  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  with  which  this  kingdom  had  to 
encounter  in  its  late  contest  with  France^ 
was  occasioned  by  the  measure  of  Budt 
restriction,  which  had  produced  that  di»' 
astrous  state  of  the  circulation  so  fre- 
<]uently  admitted  and  lamented ;  and  had 
it  pleased  IVovidence  to  continue  the  war 
but  a  single  year  longer,  he  apprehended 
that  the  country  must  have  sunk  under 
the  yoke  of  the  enemy— net  that  it  had 
not  physical  force  to  resist  him,  but  ia 
consequence  of  its  crippled  resovroes  and 
depredated  currency.   The  pretenoa  now 
ureed  for  a  farther  suspension  had  never 
bdora  been  heard  af,  because  foreign 
princes  were  raising  loans  in  iheir  ewm 
countries,  the  renewal  of  eash«paymenta 
in  this  was  to  be  farther  suspended !    Ha 
denied  that  the  late  loan  in  France  of  fif- 
teen millions  had  produced  the  effect  at* 
tributed  to  it  by  uie  noble  earl:  neither 
the  raishig  of  that  sum,  nor  mdeed  of  aey 
sum  in  the  present  year,  could  have  had 
the  tSkct  or  altering  the  exchanges,  or  of 
raising  the  price  of  sold,  at  least  to  the 
extent  asserted ;  for  r  was  notorious  and 
obvious  to  the  most  soperficia],  that  where 
payments  were  to  be  made  by  one  country 
to  another,  they  were  made  in  that  com- 
modity which  It  best  suited  the  mterest  of 
the  country  paying  to  send.    This  point 
required  no  argument,  since  expenenee 
proved  that  the  paymente  from  this  coun- 
try had  been  maae  in  cloth  or  other  ma- 
nufadures,  or  in  Ae  produce  of  her  cdo- 
nies.     The  proportion  paid  in  gold  wee 
exceedinffly  smaM,  and  could  have  no  e^ 
feet  on  &e  coin  required  for  circulation. 
Under  all  ^  evils  arismg  from  this  pro- 
tiaoied  system,  he  had  hoped  that  parlia* 
meat  would  now  have  stepped  forward  to 
compel  the  Bank  to  do  that  whidi  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  a  wholesome  state 
of  drculatioo :   if  it  had  done  so  at  an 
earlier  period,  the  remittances  fi'om  this 
cottotiy  would  not  have  been  made  at  afl 
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ID  gold,  which  now  gave  a  profit  of  5  per 
cent  above  other  articles,  out  in  articles 
of  trade  and  commerce  that  wotild  have 
added  to  the  wealth  instead  of  drainiDg 
aod  impoverisbiDg  the  nation.    Another 
mistake  oat  of  doors,  but  too  gross  for  the 
noble  earl  to  fall  into  it,  was,  the  supposi* 
jtion  that  the  loan  to  France  was  in  specie, 
and  not  in  the  circulating  medium ;   yet, 
though  the  noble  earl  had  not  actually 
fiEdlen  into  that  error,  his  argument  seemed 
to  indicate  that  he  had  had  it  in  view ; 
although  the  moment  the  mistake  was 
proved  to  be  so,  the  argument  built  upon 
It  of  course  fell  to  the  ground.    If  cash- 
payments  were  not  to  be  resumed,  if  the 
bid  now  before  Uie  House  was  only  the 
prelude  to  others,  if  gold  was  not  to  be 
the  chief  circulation  in  1819,  but  the  pa- 
per system  was  to  be  continued  in  1820 
and  1821,  and  so  on  indefinitely,  he  en- 
treated the  House  to  consider  what  it  was 
in  fact  doing  by  these  repeated  acts  of  re- 
striction :   every  landlord  would  fed  the 
effects  of  it  in  his  rents,  every  merchant 
in  his  remittances,  and  every  tradesman  in 
his  receipts ;  every  man  who  had  money  in 
the  funds,  and  who  went  to  obtain  his  di- 
vidend, would  annually  be  paid  by  the 
Bank  5  per  cent  less   than  was  his  real 
Jue.   It  was  but  a  short  time  ago  that  the 
burthened  subjects  of  the  kingdom  were 
relieved  from  the  income  tax ;  that  was  a 
national  impost,  and.  while  it  was  neces- 
sary it  was  paid  cheerfully;  but  would  the 
country  submit  in  future  to  pay  five  per 
cent,  not  as  an  income  tax,  but  in  a  dif- 
ferent form :   not  to  the  state,  but  to  the 
Bank  i     Such  was,  in  truth,  the  effect  of 
measures  like  that  before  the  House :  it 
gave  to  the  Bank  the  power,  as  it  were,  of 
putting  a  pump  into  the  estate  of  every 
man,  and  pumping  out  just  as  much  of  it 
as  was  thought  convenient.    Now  it  was 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  but  if  the  issues 
of  the  Bank  were  augmented,  in  a  short 
time  it  might  be  10  per  cent,   or  even 
more :  the  profits  of  the  Bank,  and  the 
losses  of  the  people,  were  equally  unlimit- 
ed by  any  provision  the  legislature  had 
yet  adopted.     This  was  a  state  of  thiof^ 
not  to  be  endured.    Though  he  was  wil- 
ling and  happy  to  live  under  the  dominion 
of  the  king  and  of  the  parliament,  he 
could  not  consent  by  this  noxious  law  to 
be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  It  was  worthy  of  remark  also, 
that  as  the  measure  was  now  framed,  and 
as  it  had  existed  since  1797,  even  if  the 
Directors  should  themselves  wish  (a  sup- 


position certainly  not  very  probaUe}  t9 
put  an  end  to  this  injurious  system,  thejr 
had  not  the  power  to  do  so:  there  was 
besides  no  clause  to  prevent  an  excessive 
issue  of  paper,  which  might  soon  involve 
the  labouring  and  industrious  classes  ia 
the  same  ruin  and  distress  they  had  expe- 
rienced about  two  years  ago.  He  had  mum 
endeavoured  to  snow  the  consequences 
of  perseverance  in  this  paper  currency: 
on  the  one  hand,  he  coula  discover  no  be* 
nefit  that  would  arise  from  it ;  and,  on  the 
other,  he  saw  nothing  but  mischief  and 
ultimate  destruction  to  the  finances  of  the 
country.  The  evils  were  so  many,  that 
he  could  not  enumerate  them,  and  so 

Seat,  that  his  msjesty's  ministers  did  not 
re  to  look  them  in  the  fiice. 
The  £ari  of  Hammbv  said,  he  would 
not  attempt  to  follow  liis  noble  friend 
through  all  the  details  into  whidi  he  bad 
entered.    During  the  greatest  part  of  the 
speech  of  his  noble  friend,  in  which  he 
went  into  a  history  of  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  this  country,  he  haa  done  nothing 
more  than  beg  the  question  with  respect 
to  every  one  of  the  inconveniendes  which 
he  alleged  to  have  arisen  out  of  the  state 
of  that  circulation.    In  the  first  place,  his 
noble  friend  had  asserted  that  the  act  of 
restriction  of  1797  was  one  of  the  most 
fatal  measures  that  had  ever  been  adopted 
by  the  legislature :  he  had  founded  a  great 
part  of  his  argument  upon  this  point, 
which  he  had  taken  for  granted,  forgetting 
that  the  matter  had  frequently  come  under 
discussion  in  the  House,  and  that  it  bad 
been  decided  over  and  over  again  to  be 
a  measure  that  it  was  not  only  right  to 
adopt  in  1797,  but  that  oueht  to  be  fol- 
lowed at  the  present  dsy.    He  (lord  Hsr- 
rowby)  was  one  of  a  great  majority  who 
held,  that  without  the  Bank  restriction 
this  country  could  never  have  attained  the 
eminence  it  had  acquired ;   witliout  it,  it 
never  could  have  reached  that  height  of 
mercantile  prosperity  which  had  made  it 
the  envy  of  the  world ;  nor  could  it  have 
effectually  resisted  the  attempts  of  the 
great  despoiler  of  nations.    By  means  of 
that  measure  we  were  first  enabled  to  de- 
fend ourselves  till  a  favourable  moment, 
when  we  were  at  last  enabled  to  bring  to- 
gether a  mass  of  force,  which  completely 
overpowered  him.   Although  the  proposi- 
tion in  1797  was  received  with  some  as- 
tonishment, not  to  say  dismay,  it  soon 
abated ;  and,  after  experience  convinced 
even  those  who  had  been  most  alarmed, 
that  without  its  aid  Great  Britain  could 
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not  lunre  nainulned  her  raDk  among  nt- 
tions  for  a  tingle  year.  Another  point 
which  the  ndble   baron  had  taken  for 

S anted  was.  that  the  bill  now  before  the 
ouie  was  introduced  at  the  instance,  if 
not  at  the  soliciution,  of  the  Bank,  who 
were  anxious  to  pay  all  thetr  debts  in  de* 

J^reciated  paper,  ue  contrary  was  the 
act;  the  Bank  had  interfered  in  no  way 
regarding  it,  and  aithoogh  the  monied  part 
4if  the  nation  were  united  in  their  opinion 
as  to  its  necessity,  yet  the  Bank  directors 
had  made  no  representations  to  ministers 
upon  the  sobiect.    Of  course  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  they  at  all  objected  to  a 
measure  that  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
those  whom  4hey  represented ;  but  they 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  affiiir,  and  had 
naturally  shown  some  reluctance  to  stand 
forward  to  be  subjected  to  the  calumnies, 
oot  to  call  it  abuse,  to  which  now  thejr 
were  daily  subjected.  It  was  not  his  busi- 
ness to  pronounce  a  panegyric  upon  the 
Directors,  but  he  would  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  stating,  that  their  Ttews  were 
liberal  and  disinterested,  and  that  although 
they  had  the  interests  of  -the  proprietors 
in  view,  they  had  the  interests  of  their 
country  at  heart.    His  lordship  then  en- 
tered into  a  detail  of  some  dates  and  fi- 
gures, in  order  to  show  that  his  noble 
iiriend  had  been  mistaken  and  misrepre- 
sented by  the  noble  baron.    He  insisted 
ihat,  coupling  the  amount  of  the  issue  of 
paper  now,  with  Uie  amount  of  gold  in 
circulation  in  1797,  according  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  late  earl  of  Liverpool,  there 
was  no  reason  for  asserting  that  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  now  forming  a  part  of  the 
circulating  medium  was  excessive:    and 
with  regard  to  the  advance  in  price  of  va- 
rious commodities,  it  was  not  fair  to  con- 
tend that  it  was  owing  merely  to  the  Bank 
restriction,  when  so  many  concurrent  and 
adequate  causes  might  be  shown,   and 
among  them  the  great  increase  in  the 
ahiount  of  taxation.  The  noble  baron  had 
complained,  that  neither  in  the  bill  of 
1797,  nor  in  any  subsequent  enactments, 
had  any  provision  been  introduced  to  limit 
the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation  ; 
but  surely  public  opinion,  and  the  control 
of  parliament,  if  called  for,  were  sufficient 
for  that  purpose ;  and  by  those  the  circu- 
lation was  not  onl^  more  e^ctually,  but 
more  beneficially  limited  than  by  the  inter- 

Eosition  of  legislative  authority.  His  no- 
lo friend  had  alleged  that  the  measure  of 
restriction  gave  the  Bank  an  unlimited 
control  over  the  forttmei  of  every  man  in 


the  cotmtry ;  and  he  had  contended  that 
it  was  now  continued  in  defiance  of  the 
general  sense  of  the  country.  It  was  not 
correct  to  assert  that  the  Restriction  bill 
was  against  public  opinion ;  a  few  able 
speeches  mignt  have  been  pronounced  in 

Karliament,  a  few  learned  pamphlets  might 
ave  been  published,  but  those  speeches 
and  those  pamphlets  were  not  public  opi- 
nion :  they  were  the  opinions  of  a  few  in- 
dividuals, but  they  were  far  from  being 
the  sense  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation. 
To  those  who  urged  that  cash-payments 
should  be  immediately  resumed,  he  would 
observe,  that  the  inconveniences  of  delay 
were  much  less  than  the  inconveniences 
that  might  result  from  a  sudden  and  vio- 
lent change :  the  precise  moment  must  be 
chosen,  and  that  was  a  matter  of  no  slight 
TAifficulty  or  danger.  If  at  too  early  a  date 
an  artificial  circulation  were  abandoned, 
the  consequence  might  be,  that  it  would 
be  found  necessary  to  return  to  it,  and  the 
consequences  of  such  a  proceeding  must 
be  highly  injurious.    So  far  from  there 
being  a  general  feeling  among  the  monied 
part  of  the  community  against  the  mea- 
sure, he  believed  there  was  much  more  an 
apprehension  among  them  lest  the  Bank 
might  be  called  on  to  pay  in  cash  six 
months  too  soon,  rather  than  six  months 
too  late.  In  the  mean  time,  notwithstand- 
ing what  had  been  thrown  out,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  solveocy  of  the  Bank, 
even  to  four  times  the  amount  of  its  is- 
sues. The  constitution  itself  was  not  inore 
firm  and  stable  than  the  credit  of  the 
Bank  of  England.    The  measure  of  re- 
striction did  not  affect  the  credit  of  the 
Bank,  though  no  private  banker's  credit 
could  bear  such  a  measure ;    for  the  re- 
striction itself  would  be  considered  deci- 
sive of  his  insolvency.    The  noble  earl 
then  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
prices  of  gold,  the  exchanges,  and  the  is- 
sues of  the  Bank  during  the  years  1814>» 
15, 16,  and  17,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  price  of  gold  did  not  necessarily 
depend  on  the  issues  of  the  Bank,  as  du- 
ring the  greatest  amount  of  issues,  the 
price  of  gold  had  been  lower  than  while 
the  issues  were  less.    With  respect-to  the 
increase  of  forgeries  alleged  to  have  taken 

1>lace  since  the  restrictions,  that  he,  be- 
ieved,  had  been  very  much  exaggerated. 
During  the  last  fifteen  vears,  the  average 
number  of  executions  lor  forgery  had  not 
exceeded  13  a  year.  When  their  lordships 
considered  that  the  crime  of  coining  could 
not  be  carried  on  to  so  great  an  extent 
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siooe  the  restriction*  as  if  that  neesure 
had  not  taken  place,  that  number  could 
not  be  considered  high.  Taking  the  num- 
ber executed  for  coining  and  forgery  be- 
fore the  restriction,  and  the  number  since, 
the  balance  against  the  latter  period  would 
not  be  so  great  as  was  generally  supposed. 
And  then  this  balance  ought  not  to  be 
laid  entirely  to  the  charge  of  the  restric- 
tion ;  because  every  other  crime  had  in- 
creased In  the  same  time,  some  three-fold, 
four-fold,  five-fold,  and  some  even  six-fold. 
It  was,  therefore,  incorrect  to  say  that 
human  misery  had  been  increased  by  the 
restriction  of  cash-pajrments.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Bank  had  done  every  thing  In 
its  power  to  prepare  for  the  resumption  of 
cash-payments ;  and  did,  honafidCf  intend 
to  open  cash-payments  at  the  period  when 
the  bill  expired ;  but  it  was  necessary,  for 
reasons  In  which  the  Bank  had  no  interest, 
to  continue  the  restrictions  for  a  fiuther 
period.  A  foreign  loan  of  an  ordinary 
amount  and  in  ordinary  circumstances 
would  not  justify  the  measure ;  but  never 
before  was  there  an  instance  of  such  a 
loan  as  France  required  at  the  present  pe- 
riod. France  had  first  required  a  loan  of 
15  millions,  and  then  another  loan  of  SO 
millions.  It  had  been  argued,  that  if  gold 
should  be  by  the  operation  of  the  loan 
carried  out  of  the  country,  It  would  in- 
crease the  ability  of  the  country  which 
might  receive  it  to  purchase  our  manufiic* 
tures.  But  by  draining  this  country  of  its 
gold.  It  would  Increase  the  price  of  our 
manufactures,  and  thus  the  ability  of  other 
countries,  instead  of  being  mcreased, 
would  be  diminished.  Besides,  in  com- 
mercial transactions  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, long  credit  was  reauired,  and  the 
immediate  pressure  coula  not  therefore 
be  relieved  by  the  distant  return  of  trade. 
With  respect  to  France  In  particular*  the 
commercial  laws  of  the  two  countries 
were  such  as  to  prevent  any  return  to  this 
country  for  commodities  exported.  It 
bad  been  asked  whether  any  evil  could  be 
specified  such  as  wss  now  apprehended. 
But  how  had  30  or  40  millions  of  the  cur- 
rent gold  of  the  country  ahreadv  disap- 
peared ?  He  had  been  informed  by  some 
of  the  Bank  directors,  that,  in  ISI^, 
6,000,000^  of  English  gold  had  been  melt* 
ed  down  at  the  mint  in  Paris.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  bill  were  asked,  when  would 
the  proper  time  come  for  resuming  cash- 

Eyments  i    The  only  proper  moment,  in 
I  individual  opinion,  to  remove  the  re» 
atrictiona  wouM  be,  when  no  person  in 


the  country  could  perceive  they  were  _ 
moved,  and  when  things  would  stide  nm* 
turally  into  their  old  train.  The  water 
should  be  level  on  both  sides  when  die 
flood-^te  was  opened,  otherwise  it  would 
rush  with  such  violence  as  to  shut  the  gate 
again.  He  thought  the  dangers  of  recur* 
nng  to  cash-payments,  at  the  present  cri- 
ticu  moment,  much  greater  than  any  at« 
tendant  on  a  continuance  in  *a  system  nn* 
der  which  the  country  had  flonrbhed  so 
long,  and  he  would  therefore  support  the 
motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdowne  said,  be 
would  not,  at  that  late  hour,  and  after 
such  lon^  speeches,  enter  at  length  into 
the  question ;  but  he  could  not  altogether 
allow  this  opportunity  for  the  discussion 
of  this  great  financial  measure  to  pass  by* 
without  protesting  both  against  the  mea- 
sure Itself,  and  against  the  unaccountable 
principles  on  which  it  was  sopported.  The 
noble  earl,  in  replying  to  the  s|mch  ef 
his  noble  friend*  nad  stated  that  his  noble 
friend,  in  touching  on  a  great  variety  of 
topics,  connected  with  the  past  and  pre« 
sent  history  of  this  measure,  had  pro- 
ceeded, begging  the  question,  as  to  all 
the  inconvenieocies  arising  out  of  the 
measure.    But  the  noble  earl,  who  made 
this  charge,  begged  the  question  himself* 
with  respect  to  the  advantares  which  he 
attributed  to  the  measure.    He  attributed 
to  it  the  enabling  ef  the  government  of 
this  country  to  carry  on  the  war*  leaving 
out  of  the  question  the  enormous  increase 
of  debt,  arising  from  the  great  increase  of 
prices  occasioned  by  the  measure.    This 
measure*  by  the  fiicllity  of  obtaining  credit 
which  it  occasioned*  deuUed  and  trebled 
prices,  increased  the  expenditure  of  go- 
vernment in  the  same  propoition,  and  was 
consequently  the  source  of  all  die  accu- 
muhited  weight  and  pressure  with  which 
the  country  nad  already  contended,  and 
with  which  It  had  still  to  contend.    In  at* 
tributing  to  this  measure  our  cemroercitf 
activity  during  the  war,  die  noble  earl 
forgot  to  attribute  te  it  the  commercial 
and  agricultural  distress  wkich  this  sys- 
tem, and  this  >ystem  alone*  brought  upon 
the  country.    The  whole  commerce,  the 
whole  agriculture*  the  whole  eeer^>  and 
ieduatry  ef  the  country,  fek  the  weight  of 
the  evil  of  thitf  system  which  it  was  new 
proposed  to  continue.    With  respect  to 
the  narrow  ground  assigned  by  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Transuiy  for  tUa 
mensure— the  Frendi  loan— he  had  net 
only  been  Msuied*  duit  the  wh^ele  of  the 
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loan  wouM  not  be  paid  in  gold«  bot  that 
no  great  part  of  it  woold  be  remttced  from 
thti  eoootrjr*    He  could  tute,  from  the 
highest   autboritji   namely,  those  coo- 
oemed  in  the  former  Preoch  loan,  that  of 
that  loan  a  Tary  BmaU  part  actuall j  came 
oat  of  Uiii  comitry ;  and  that  though  Bri- 
tish credit  was  neoessa^  to  eoable  the 
]*>eAch  goremment,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  raise  tiie  loan,  yet  that  those  who  in« 
terposed  that  credit,  applied  it  to  draw 
oat  of  France  itself,  and  other  countries 
of  continental  Europe,  by  far  the  e reateat 
part  of  the  loan.    Bat  supposmg  tnat  loan 
to  proceed  entirely  out  of  this  coontry, 
was  it  therefore  to  be  made  entirely  in  the 
precious  metals  ?    As  well  might  it  be  ar» 
gaed,  that  if  a  contract  was  entered  into 
to  supply  an  army  abroad  with  bread  or 
with  arms,  it  would  be  necessarr  to  ex- 
port the  flour  of  which  the  bread,  or  the 
iron  of  which  the  arms*  should  be  made. 
The  contractor  would  do  that  or  not,  ac- 
cording as  it  might  be  to  his  adrantage. 
The  noMe  earl  had  said,  that  the  export 
of  manufactured  goods  towards  the  loan 
had  its  Kmits,  and  could  only  be  carried 
on  within  those  limits.    But  if  the  con- 
sumption and  demand  for  manufactures 
had  limits,  and  the  exportation  of  manu- 
factured goods  could  only,  therefore,  be 
carried  on  to  a  certain  extent,  in  like 
manner  the  exnortation  of  the  precious 
metals  could  omy  be  carried  on  to  a  ceiv 
tain  extent.    The  exportation  of  die  one 
as  well  as  the  other  must  be  limited  by 
the  demand;  and  when  things  were  left 
open,  the  one  would  serve  to  correct  the 
other.    If  all  the  transactions  of  all  the 
atates  of  Europe  were  in?estigated,  they 
would  only  confirm  this  principle.    The 
noble  eari  had  called  on  his  noole  friend 
to  look  at  the  prices  of  gold,  compared 
with  the  issues  of  the  Bank,  from  whidb 
be  had  ar|piedt  that  there  was  no  certain 
and  definite  relation  between  the  issues 
of  the  Bank,  and  the  prices  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.    He  had  insUnoed  the  pe- 
riods of  1814  and  1816  by  way  of  pnmng 
tUa.    He  had  taken  a  period  when  it  was 
notorious  to  all  the  world,  from  the  bank- 
mptcies  in  the  Gaaette,  that  the  imues  of 
the  country  bankers  were  very  much  di- 
arinished,  and  when  the  increased  issues 
of  the  Bank  of  England  bore  no  propor- 
tion to  the  diminution  of  countiy  bank 
paper.    It  was  perhaps  not  goinc  too  far 
to  assert,  that  iIm  country  bank  paper, 
withdrawn  from  cirpqlation,  amounted  to 
one-half  of  the  fimaar  eomitry  bank  cir- 


culation. The  country  bank  paper  con- 
stituted a  much  greater  proportion  in  or- 
dinary times  of  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try than  the  psper  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. At  no  period  had  the  price  of  gold 
continued  for  any  time  to  decrease.  In 
1785  it  had  fallen,  but  it  was  for  a  short 
time,  in  consequence  of  a  quantity  of  gold 
bought  in  Portugal.  The  inconTcniencies 
which  the  country  had  already  felt  from 
the  present  sjrstem,  were  nothing  in  ex- 
tent to  what  It  would  yet  feel.  The  sys- 
tem would  go  on— there  would  always  be 
some  reason  for  continuing  the  restric* 
tions.  Now  it  was  a  French  loan-^next 
time  it  would  be  some  other  pretext;  but 
there  would  never  be  anv  want  of  a  reason 
for  persevering  in  this  dangerous  course. 
The  system  gave  the  Bank  a  right  to  con-* 
trol  and  over-awe  the  properties  and  for- 
tunes of  the  whole  people  of  this  country. 
According  to  the  noble  earl,  there  was  a 
sufficient  corrective  of  any  over-issues  on 
the  part  of  the  Bank  in  public  opinion ; 
but  he  had  no  great  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  this  corrective  in  the  case  of  this  cor* 
poration,  when  he  saw  how  they  had  al- 
ready increased  their  issues.  They  had  in- 
creased them  from  ten  millions  in  1797, 
to  ^  millions  at  the  close  of  1817.  Was 
it  to  that  operation  of  public  opinion  on 
the  Bank,  which  had  hitherto  been  so  in- 
effectual, that  their  lordships  would  trust 
the  finances  and  fortunes  of  the  country  ? 
more  especially  when  it  was  seen  that  the 
Bank,  at  a  time  when  it  at  least  ought  to 
have  expected  the  removal  of  the  restric- 
tions, and  when  it  ought  to  have  been 
more  under  the  influence  of  that  expecta- 
tion than  ever,  had,  notwithstandinf^  in- 
creased iu  issues  (from  1816  to  1817}  no 
less  than  three  millions.  Let  not  tneir 
lordships,  therefore,  be  told,  that  public 
opinion  was  an  adequate  corrective.  The 
noble  eari  had  said,  that  the  amount  of 
executions  for  forgery  had  not  materially 
increased  of  late  years ;  but  he  had  omit- 
ted to  state,  that  the  prosecutions  for  for- 
gery had  gone  on  increasing  in  such  a 
ratio,  that  ministers  themselves  took  the 
alarm,  and  did  not  venture  to  shock  the 
feelings  of  the  country  by  continuing  the 
former  proportion  between  convictions 
and  executions.  Prosecutions  too  had 
increased  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  alarm 
the  country,  and  to  alarm  the  government 
so  much,  that  the  Bank  had  not  resolu- 
tion to  prosecute  in  all  cases  to  convic« 
tion.  The  pleasure  had  the  effect  of  giv- 
ing dm  Bank  a  power  over  the  Uvea  of  the 
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people  of  this  country*  whom  its  paper 
stimulated  to  crime.  The  discretionary 
power  in  these  cases  of  forgery,  was  not 
with  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  but  with 
the  Bank  solicitor ;  who  had  the  right  to 
determine  whether  any  prosecution  should 
be  for  the  major  or  for  the  minor  offence. 
The  noble  earl  had  stated,  and  it  had  been 
stated  elsewhere,  that  the  Bank  never  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  have  the  restrictions 
continued.  He  could  only  say,  that  when 
a  demand  was  made  by  some  Bank  pro- 
prietors, that  the  Directors  should  call  a 
meeting  to  petition  parliament  agamst  the 
continuance  of  the  restrictions,  as  a  mea- 
sure injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try,  the  Directors  had  refused  to  do  so. 
when  it  was  seen  how  much  the  Bank  had 
profited  by  the  restrictions,  their  lord- 
ships might  reasonably  infer,  that  that 
which  was  so  profitable,  could  not  be  dis- 
agreeable to  them.  The  noble  marquis 
concluded  with  observing,  that  he  could 
not  help  feeling,  with  his  noble  friend, 
that  there  were  no  good  grounds  for  con- 
tinuing the  restrictions,  and  that  it  was 
his  firm  belief,  reasons  of  the  same  nature 
would,  from  time  to  time,  be  advanced  for 
continuing  the  measure.  He  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion, 
though  he  might  probably  have  agreed  to 
the  bill,  had  it  pledged  the  Bank  to  recur 
to  cash  payments  within  six  weeks  after 
the  next  meeting  of  parliament. 

Earl  Bathurst  said,  he  shotdd  not  tres- 
pass lone  upon  their  lordships  attention. 
He  would  not  at  present  stop  to  inquire 
whether  the  declarations  attnbuted  to  the 
Bank,  of  a  wish  to  resume  cash  payments, 
were  true  or  not.  The  only  declaration 
made,  he  believed,  by  the  Bank,  was,  that 
if  parliament  should  judge  it  right  and  fit, 
they  were  prepared  to  resume  their  pay- 
ments. .  They  did  not,  as  he  knew,  express 
any  wish  to  that  purpose.  But,  it  was 
not  the  wishes  of  the  Bank,  even  admitting 
that  they  had  expressed  them,  that  ought 
to  weigh  with  their  lordships  in  consider- 
ing this  question,  which  ought  to  be 
decided  alone  by  what  the  interests  of  the 
country  demanded.  The  noble  marquis 
had  stated  a  fact  which  was  new  to  him— 
that  some  Bank  proprietors  bad  applied  to 
the  Bank  directors  to  call  a  meeting,  for 
the  purpose  of  petitioning  against  the 
jrestnctions.  But  the  Bank  directors,  in 
refusing  to  call  any  such  meeting,  had 
acted  very  wisely;  for  he  could  not  see 
what  the  Bank  had  to  do  with  this  ques- 
tion.   If  any  of  the  Bank  proprietor!  were 


dissatisfied  with  the  measure,  it  was  opeoF 
to  them  to  express  their  opinion  and  tneir 
wishes  on  the  subject,  in  common  wilh  the 
other  subjects  of  his  majesty;  and  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Directors.      A» 
the  decision  of  the  question  ought  to  be 
governed  by  the  interests  of  the  country, 
and  not  by  those  of  the  Bank,  the  Bank 
directors   did  only  their  duty,  when  they 
refused  to  call  a  meeting.    The  motiTes 
assigned  for  a  continuance  of  the  restric- 
tion at  present,  seemed  to  him  to  be  mis- 
understood by  the  noble  lords  oppoaite. 
The  grounds  upon  which  the  measure  was 
placed  were,  that  the  course  of  exchange 
being  at  the  present  period  unfavourable, 
and  a  large  loan  havmg  been  negociated 
in   France  which  must  occasion   remits 
tances  to  that  country,  it  would  be  unwise, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  resume  cash 
payments.    If  resumed,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  gold  issued  by  the  Bank 
would  be  immediately  exported.    When* 
the  exchanges  were  against  this  country, 
the  precious  metals  would  be  exported  ; 
for  the  same  reason  that  when  the  ex- 
changes were  in  favour  of  this  countiy 
manufactures  would  be    exported;  and 
that  precious  metal,  would  be  exported 
which  was  lowest  in  this  country — u  gold 
was  lower  than  silver,  gold  would  be  ex- 
ported, and  if  silver  was   lowest,  silver 
would  be  exported.    This  was  not  a  mere 
matter  of  speculation.    It  was  already 
proved  by  facts.    Three  or  four  millions' 
of  specie  had  been  lately  thrown  into  cir- 
culation, the  whole    of  which  was  e%^ 
ported  in  consequence  of  the  unfavourable 
state  of  exchange.    This  situation  of  tha 
exchange  had  been  attributed  to  the  de- 
preciation of  Bank-notes,  arising  from  an 
excess  of  circulation,  but  this  argument 
was  not  supported  by  the  facts.    There 
was  an  account  upon  the  table  of  the 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  during  the 
years    1815,    1816,  and  1817*    Now  a 
person  might  expect  that  in  proportion  8S> 
Bank-notes  were  diminished,  the  exchaage 
would  have  improved  during  these  three 
years,  but  such  was  not  the  case.    The  , 
average  amount  of  Bank-notes  in  circula- 
tion during  the  years  1815  and  1516,  was 
20,500,00(tf.  or   20,800,000/.    In    1815, 
however,  the  course  of  exchange  was  un- 
favourable, and  very  fiivourable  iir  the 
following  year,  1816.    The  circulation  of 
Bank-notes  increased  by  €,000,000{.  in 
1817*    The  course  of  exchange  was  not. 
so  favourable  as  in  1816,  but  it  was  more 
favoundde  than  in  1815|  when  the  quaa« 
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tiij  of  notes  Wa6  much  less.  If  the  Bank 
^ere  now  to  resume  cash  payments  and 
issue  gold,  it  must  diminish  its  issue  of 
paper  in  proportion.  The  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  gold  would  be  taken 
out  of  the  country  and  the  paper  circula- 
tion contracted  at  the  same  time.  Such 
a  state  of  things  could  not  but  produce 
tlie  roost  serious  injury  to  commerce.  He 
should  not  delay  their  lordships  longer, 
but  give  his  support  to  the  measure,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  opposite  line  of 
policy  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest 
inconveniences. 

The  Earl  of  iMuderdale  saiS,  that  the 
noble  president  of  the  councU  had  not 
only  stated  that  it  was  at  present  expe- 
dient to  continue  the  restrictiony  but  he 
had  supported  his  opinion  by  arguments^ 
which,  if  he  behoved  in  them,  ought  to 
induce  him  for  ever  to  oppose  a  recurrence 
to  payments  in  cash.  How  could  the 
Boble  earl,  who  believed  our  commerciid 
prosperity  waa  owing  to  the  reatrictionsy 
seriously  wish  to  put  an  end  to  the  restric- 
tions in  July  1819?  The  noble  earl  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the 
Boble  president  of  the  council,  had  told 
them  Uiat  the  Bank  had  exerted  them- 
selves in  making  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  enable  them  to  pay  in  cash.  But 
what  were  the  symptoms  of  these  prepa- 
rations ?  When  the  Bank  conducted  their 
affiurs  on  the  sound  principles  of  banking, 
the  moment  the  market  price  of  gold  rose 
above  the  Mint  price,  was  the  signal  for 
them  to  diminish  their  issues  ;  and  they 
called  on  government  to  repay  to  them 
any  advances  made  to  the  public,  that 
they  noight  be  enabled  to  diminish  these 
issues.  If  the  Bank  acted  on  these  prin- 
ciples in  the  times  of  their  sound  state* 
how  could  he  believe  they  were  seriously 
preparing  to  make  cash  payments,  when 
instead  of  diminishing  their  issues  he  saw 
them  increasing  them  to  between  two  and 
three  millions  F  It  had  been  said  they 
bad  been  amassing  |^oId ;  but  all  inquiry 
into  their  transactions  was  refused  the 
public ;  and  this  assertion  therefore  rested 
on  their  unsatisfactory  evidence.^  What 
did  the  Bank  do  in  1797»  when  it. was 
persuaded  that  casb  payments  would  be 
lesumed  next  session  ?  The  Bank  was 
then,  seen  not  only  amassing  gold,  but 
forcing  government  to  pay  up  tne  seven 
9)iUions  of  advances.  In  October,  1797* 
die  advances  of  the  Bank  were  reduced 
to  four  miliioBs;  while,  from  a  paper  on 
the  table,  it  appeared  its  present  advances  I 
(VOL.  XXXVUL)  I 
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to  the  public  amounted  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  twelve  millions  five  hundred  tliousand 
pounds.  How  then  could  he  think  that 
the  Bank  of  England  had  been  nakmg 
serious  preparations  to  return  to  casb 
payments,  when  he  not  only  saw  aa 
advance  of  12,500,000^.  unpaid,  but,  by 
an  act  passed  this  session  for  raising  thirty, 
millions  of  exchequer  bills,  a  power  given 
to  the  Bank  to  advance  twenty  millions  o{ 
that  sum  ?  So  that  npw,  notwithstanding^ 
thet  advances  were,  so  much  higher  thaa 
when  the  restrictions  were  first  proposed,, 
the  Bank  was  seen  advancing,  twenty  mil-* 
lions  more,  and  that  at  a  time  when  it  wasf 
said  to  be  preparing  to  resume  cash  pay-i 
ments  |-— It.hadb^en  sai^,  that  there  had, 
been  no  argument  to  prove  t^at  papef^ 
had  been,  depreciated.  There  watf  no 
argument  to  prove  this,  because  i^  was. 
perfectly  unnecessary.  If  it  was  tjbe^  high' 
price  of  gold,  and  not  the  depreciation  of 
paper  wluch  was  the  cause  of  those  ap-^ 
pearances,  hour  did  it  happen  that  gold 
had  been  in  this  country,  higher  by  30  per 
cent  than*  on  the  continent?  How  did  its 
happen  that,  when  the  number  of  country 
bauKs  was  diminished  from  87p  to  620,. 
and  the  amount  of  their  issues  had  pro- 
digiously decreased,  gold  fell  nearly  to- 
the  Mint  price  ?  Tliat  the  reduction  of 
those  issues  should  increase  the  value  of 
paper  he  could  conceivOf  but  how  could 
it  lower  the  yalue  of  gold  ?  Hecontendedr 
if  a  metallic  currency  existed  in  a  coun- 
try, it  was  impossible  that  it  should  be 
stripped  of  its  gold*  The  gold  might  be 
taken  abroad,  but  as  this  operation  would 
tend  to  reduce  the  prices  of  commodities^ 
so  it  would  tend  to  increase  the  exports,, 
to  turn  the  course  of  exdiange  in  our 
favour,  imd  thus  to  brins  back  gold  and 
restore  the  equilibrium,  it  was  absurd  to 
suppose,  when  the  Bank  had  been  allowed 
to  make  advances  to  government,  that 
there  could  have  been  a  serious  intention 
to  resume  cash  payments.  The  loans  to 
be  negodated  in  franco  were  a  pretext 
which  might  also  be  made  the  same  use  of,  in 
the  next  as  in  the  present  year.  The  French* 
minister  might  probably  reserve  a  part  of 
his  loan  to  be  negociated  in  1819,  as  the 
rentes  were  to  be  disposed  of  at  his  discre-<^ 
tion,  and  the  ministers  would  then  ha%e 
either  to  declare  that  all  their  theories* 
respecting  foreign  loans  were  unfounded, 
or  to  propose  i^  continuation  of  the  restric- 
tion. His  belief  was,  that  the  Bank  had 
at  one  time  been  urged  bv  the  government 
to  extend  its  issues.  The  House  could 
(3P] 


947]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS,         Sank  ReOrkiim  Ctmtinuanee  Ba.  (Mft 


not  avoid  passing  a  b3!  to  add  a  certain 
namber  of  months  to  the  restrictiooi  on 
account  of  the  situation  in  which  the 
Bank  had  been  placed  by  the  goveramenty 
but  he  should,  in  the  committee,  propose 
a  clause  to  limit  the  restriction  to  six 
weeks  after  the  next  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment; also  a  clause  to  cojnpel  the  Bank 
to  reduce  their  advances  to  government 
to  tfie  amount  at  which  they  were  in  1797t 
when  they  declared  themselves  ready  to 
resume  cash  payments.  He  should  also 
propose  an  alteration  in  the  Mint  regula- 
tbnsy  without  which,  cash  payments  would 
be  impracticable,  and  a  proviso  that  the 
restriction  should.be  conttnued  till  the 
provisions  of  the  56th  Geo.  drd  were 
complied  with. 

Lord  King  said,  that  if  the  liill  now 
passed,  there  would  not  be  wanting  argu- 
ments to  prolong  the  restriction  ad  infi^ 
nitum.  No  foundation  had  been  laid  for 
tiie  measure  but  the  ipse  dimis  of  noble 
earls,  as  to  the  operation  of  a  French  loan. 
If  a  loan  to  be  contracted  in  a  foreign 
country,  at  the  discretion  of  persons 
abroad,  was  to  be  made  a  reason  for  this 
law,  when  might  we  be  free  from  the 
restriction.  But  he  wished  to  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  so  self-evident  a  fact  that  a 
foreign  loan  would  endanger  the  Bank,  if 
cash  pajrments  were  resumed  ?  Was  it  so 
manifest,  that  it  was  to  be  admitted  on 
the  first  statement,  without  examination 
of  evidence  ?  It  was  his  intention,  if  the 
bill  should  go  into  a  committee,  to  pro- 
pose a  clause,  prohibiting  the  Bank  direc- 
tors from  making  any  dividend  of  profits, 

*  while  the  market  price  of  gold  was  above 
the  Mint  price.    The  price  of  gold  had 

.  been  the  rule  bj  which  the  Bank  had  for- 
merly been  guided  in  their  issues.  That 
was  abandoned.  They  then  regulated 
their  issues  bv  the  demand  for  discounts, 
but  tiiat  also  had  been  abandoned,  and  no 
rule  now  existed  by  which  they  regulated 
themselves.  It  was  his  wish  to  bring  them 
back  to  the  first  rule  he  had  mentioned. 
With  respect  to  forgeries,  he  could  inform 
their  lordships,  that  during  the  14  yean 
previous  to  the  restriction,  there  had  been 
no  more  than  six  prosecutions  for  forgery, 
whereas  during  the  14  years  subsequent 
to  the  adoption  of  that  measure,  there 
had  been  no  less  than  860,  out  of  which 
there  had  been  72  convictions.  The  dif- 
ftrence  between  the  nmnber  of  persons 
convicted  of  the  lesser  and  capital  parts 
of  the  oflence  showed  that  there  was  a 
tfscretton  Tested  either  in  lltt  Bank  or 


in  their  solicitor  as  to  capital  preseciitioM^ 
which  ought  to  rest  with  the  Crown  onl^. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  fed  it 
necessary  to  go  at  length  into  the  meriw 
of  the  question.    He  said,  that  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  restriction  was  not  an  ikt* 
dulgenoe  claimed  by  the  Bank.    Thoarla 
at  the  return  of  peace  they  had  stated  the 
necessity  to  him  for  preparation,  they  had 
long  ago  declared  that  they  were  in  m 
state  of  readiness.     He  contended  that 
the  act  by  which  every  other  associatioia 
of  more  than  dx  persons  for  the  purposes 
of  Banking  was  forbidden   in  Eng^and^ 
made  the  Bank  a  peculiar  object  of  the 
attention  of  the  government,  and  put  it  oa 
a  footing  quite  oiflferent  from  that  of  any 
other  baalring  company.    It  had  beeb  re* 
presented  by  some  noole  lords,  that  they 
were  receiving  their  rents  and  dividencb 
in  a  depreciated  currency,  as  if  this  was 
a  hardship  ihfiicted  on  them  by  the  Bank. 
He  could  take  upon  him  to  say,  that  the 
feeling*  in  the  country  was  much  more 
strong  in  favour  of  a  continnanee  of  thie 
(as  it  was  called)  depreciated  cuirencjv 
and  of  the  Bank  restriction,  than  against 
it.    He  was  himself  sincerely  desirous  eC 
putting  a  speedy  end  to  the  restriotien^ 
and  be  therefore  had  frequently  to  combat 
the  feeling  he  alluded  to.    He  bdieved 
that  the  alairs  of  the  Bank  had  not  been 
well  managed  in  1797,  and  that  by  that 
mismanagement  the  restriction  was  pro- 
duced.   But  he  was  also  convinced,  that 
without  the  restriction  we  could  not  faava 
made  such  immense  efforts  in  the  war. 
He  was  convinced,  too,  that  the  restrie* 
tion  had  not  checked  commerce  or  agri- 
culture—the revival  of  commerce  and  of 
agriculture  proved  this.    But,  nevertbe* 
less,  he  was  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  the 
restriction,  and  for  this  reason,— the  tea- 
dency  of  an  inconvertible  paoer  currency 
w^s  to  create  fictitious  wealth,  bubbles 
which,  by  their  bursting,  produced  incon* 
venience.     Though  we  had  hitbevte  es- 
caped tills  danger,  we  were  never  secure 
against  it,  and  had  no  solid  ground  te 
stand  on,  till  the  paper  was  capsMe  of 
being  changed  for  money  at  command. 
He  alluded  to  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  jthe  opinions  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bullion  committee.    In  that  report  it 
was  contended  that  all  the  effects  visible 
in  the  price  of  gold,  &c.  were  produced 
by  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England 
only.     This  opinion  was  now  per  ^foree 
abandoned.    Indeed  it  would  have  been 
hard  to  e«plaiB«>-die  prosperity  of  1610 
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Md  14^  tilt  deck  and  dbtrew  oT  1815 
and  16*— die  revival  ef  prosperitj  in  lS17f 
and  all  the  vicitsitiideB  of  gold  firices  and 
•xchaoffesy  all  arian^  from  tbe  inues  of 
the  Bank,  jet  tboae  imiea  remaining  the 
eame,  or  with   an  increase  onlj  of  two 
ntUiona  on  thirty.     Now,  the  ifsues  of 
€ountiy  bankere  were  taken  into  aocoont, 
but  though  he  thought  it  an  evil  thai  everjr 
matt  who  coidd  obtain  credit  should  set  up 
forabanker,  yet  he  did  notthmk  that  their 
iasues  had  been,  in  fact,  excessive.    Tbe 
private  bank  pap«r  had  never  amounted 
to  more  than  32  millions,  making  with  the 
Bank  of  England  paper  44  millionsy  whidi 
ke  was  persuaded  aid  not  much  exceed 
the  whole  drculation  of  the  countiy,  be- 
fore the  war,  when  tbe  revenue  was  only 
15  millions  instead  of50  or  60;  the  com- 
merce one^half ;  the  agriculture  two*thirds 
of  its  present  amount.    He  ought  to  ob- 
eerve^  that  the  noUe  lord,  iriio  sUted  that 
the  time  at  which  cash  payments  ought 
to  be,  and  might  safdy  he  made,  had  gone 
by,  admitted  by  the  very  Ak^  that  the 
present  was  not  a  praper  time  for  carry- 
ing such  a  measure  into  efled.     With 
respect  to  die  frequency  of  forgeiv,  he 
would  only  say,  that  he  lamented  the  in- 
crease of  that  crime  as  much  as  any  man, 
and  that  he  felt  It  was  the  duty  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  of  any  great  body  like  the 
Bank,  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  check  the  eviL    But,  when  it  was  sakl 
that  this  evil  was  greatly  increased  by  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  paper  currency, 
they  ought  to  take  into  consideration  the 
evils  that  would  attend  any  other  system. 
They  should  look  to  the  great  extent  to 
whidi  coining  would  be  carried,  if  they 
had  recoune  to  a  metallic   currency—- 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  found,  that 
very  little  difference  In  numbers  couU 
be  discovered,  in  two  corresponding  pe- 
riods, between  persons  convicted  of  com- 
ioff  and  of  forging  Bank  notes.     The 
noble  lord  concluded,  by  observing,  that 
Aere  had  not  been  a  single  argument  used 
against  the  bill,  whi^  on  examinaiioo 
could  be  strictly  applied  to  its  rejeou'on 
under  existing  circumstances.      It  was 
because  he  wished  the  restrictions  to  be 

Cit  an  end  to,  that  he  was  desirous  to 
ve  cash  payments  resumed  at  a  tnne 
fcvourable  to  such  an  operation,  and  when 
it  might  be  likely  that  It  would  be  well 
received  by  the  country. 

Lord  GrtmviUe  wislied  to  set  the  noble 
aari  r^t  as  to  the  report  of  the  bullion 
""""      In   that  document  which 


formed  an  era  in  tbe  theory,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  would  produce  a  dianse  in  the 
practice  of  political  economy,  tne  noble 
earl  was  mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the 
eftcts  of  the  country  bank  usues  were 
not  taken  into  account ;  but  the  error,  if 
he  miffht  venture  to  ascribe  error  to  such 
a  work,  was  tl|ps,  that  the  Bank  of  £ng« 
land  issues  were  supposed  more  com- 
pletely to  regnhte  those  of  connttr 
oanks,  than  in  fact  it  appeared  they  dkL 
It  was  well  known  to  evenr  nerson  who 
had  exammed  the  state  of  Uie  country 
withm  the  hurt  three  years,  that  diere  was 
an  excessive  hsue  of  country  notes;  so 
much  so,  that  numberieas  persons  were 
rohied  by  the  foihire  of  amny  of  those 
banks,  and  thoee  bankers  who  were  able 
to  pay,  did  so,  by  contracting,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  issue  of  their  notes.  This 
gave  a  fiJlacioos  appearance  of  prosperity 
to  the  country,  wnen,  in  foct,  it  was  in  a 
state  of  distress.  He  had  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  bun  to  make  that  statement 
from  respect  to  the  memory  of  a  lamented 
friend  (Mr.  Homer),  who  had  Uken  a 
leading  partt  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
bulKon  committee. 

Tbe  Eari  of  Lvoerpod  observed  that, 
dioogh  circumstances  had  prevented  his 
aoquamtanoe  with  the  respectable  indivi- 
dual alluded  to,  no  one  bad  a  greater  ad- 
miration <rf  his  virtues,  or  a  gmter  vene- 
ration for  his  memory.  He  had  not  said 
that  the  report  of  the  bullion  committee 
did  not  touch  upon  the  subject  of  coontrf 

Eper,  but  that  it  had  stated  that  paper  to 
regtthted  by  the  circulation  oi  the 
Bank  of  Enghmd,  which  was  not  the  case. 
The  question  being  pot,  the  House  re« 
solved  Itself  mto  a  conwiittee  on  the  bill, 
when  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  proposed  as 
an  amendment,  that  instead  of  nxiog  the 
5th  of  July,  1 819,  as  the  term  of  the  restric- 
tion, it  shonkl  expire  in  six  weeks  after 
the  conmeneement  of  the  next  session  of 
parliament.  Upon  this,  the  House  di« 
vMed:  Concents, 9;  Not  Contents,  SS. 
The  bill  then  went  through  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

Thx  Eabi.  or  LAUDBftDALx's  Pno- 

TBST  A6A1MST  THX    SxCOVD    RxAOnro 

ov  THE  Bank  Rbstriotioii  Comri- 
vvAvcx  Bill.]  The  following  Protest 
was  entered  on  the  Journals : 
**  Dissentient; 
\.^  Because  this  biU  for  contmuingthe 
Restriction  of  nayments  in  cash  on  de- 
mand|  for  anotner  year  has  been  intro-. 
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duced  and  supported  on  tke  ground,  that 
the  raising  of  foreign  loans  would  drain 
this  country  of  its  coin;  an  opinion 
founded  on  gross  misconception  andigno- 
ranee  of  the  subject :  for  the  metallic 
currency  of  no  country  can  be  exhausted, 
except  by  the  substitution  of  a  paner  cur- 
rency not  payable  in  cmjf-  on  oemand, 
which  is  unfortunately  the  very  system  it 
IS  the  object  of  this  bill,  at  least  for  a 
time,  to.establish. 

**  To  sudi  a  degree  does  ^e  ignorance 
of  those  who  hare  argued  the  necessity 
of  this  bill,  on  the  probability  of  great 
foreign  remittances,  appear  to  me,  to  ex- 
tend, that  it  seems  to  have  escaped  their 
observation  that  capital  may  be  conveyed 
from  one  Country  to  another  in  the  shape 
of  goods,  as  well  as  of  bullion ;  and  that 
the  former  is  the  mode  in  which  the  great 
bulk  of  foreign  remittances  must  be  made ; 
for  the  moment  the  exchange  becomes 
unfavourable  by  the  forced  exportation  of 
a  small  quantity  of  coin,  it  must  give  such 
encouragement  to  the  exportation  of 
commodity,  and  such  discouragement  ^o 
the  impo^tion.of  jthem,  that  whibt  it  i« 
impossible,  consistent  with  the  interest  of 
the  merchant,  to  import  commodities 
equivalent  to  the  goods  exported,  it  must 
be  his  interest  to  make  every  necessary 
remittance  in  goods  rather  than  in  coin. 

"  It  is,  in  truth,  folly  to  imagine  that 
the  exportation  of  coin  or  bullion,  as  a 
means  of  restoring  the  balance  of  pay- 
Boents  when  deranged  by  a  foreign  loan, 
or  any  other  source  of  necessary  remit- 
tance, can  be  long  persevered  in,  either 
by  this  or  any  other  country ;  for,  on  the 
supposition  that  those  who  have  engaged 
to  make  remittances  will  consult  their 
own  interests,  the  quantity  of  coin  that 
can  at  any  time  be  withdrawn  from  the 
circulation  of  a  country  to  eifect  ^is  ob- 
ject is  small  indeed,  as  must  be  obvious  to 
those  who  reflect,  that  as  soon  as  any  por- 
tion of  the  sold  or  silver  coin  is  exported, 
the  value  of  that  which  remains  must  in- 
crease, .or  in  other  words,  the  value  of  all 
the  commodities  must  diminish,  which,  of 
course,  .will  present  to  the  contractor  for 
a  foreign  loan  a  state  of  things  that  renders 
the  exportation  of  eoods  a  more  ad- 
vantageous means  ox  fulfilling  his  en- 
gagements than  the  exportation  of  coin 
or  bullion. 

**  It  is  true,  that  the  foreign  market 
may  be  glutted  with  those  goods,  at  the 
price  at  which  the  merchant  can  afford  to 
aeU  Ibepa,  and  that  bullion  may  again  be- 


come a' source  of  less  expensive  remit-K 
tance ;  but  the  moment  a  little  more  gold 
is  exported,  a  &rther  reduction  o£  the 
price  of  commodities  must  ensue,  whicfi 
cannot  fail,  once  more,  to  create  an  effi*- 
eient  demand  for  our  manu&ctures,  and 
to  render  the  exportation  of  gold  the  leaiit 
profitable  means    of  conveying    capital 
abroad. 

**  Thus,  therefore,  before  any  country- 
can  be  drained  of  its  gold  by  the  necessity 
of  remitting  capital,  in  consequence    of 
foreign  loans,  there  must  be  a  propor- 
tiond  demand  for,  and  exportation  of,  its 
commodities ;  and  as  gold  and  commodi- 
ties must  become  alternately  the  least  ex- 
pensive means  of  remittance,  so  it  caanot 
DC  exhausted  of  its  coin,  without  sup- 
posing that  it  is  possible  that  it  should  be 
exhausted  x>f  all  the  goods  of  its  growtk 
and  produce. 

2.  <<  Because  this  doctrine,  sound  ia 
theory,  is  supported  both  by  authority 
and  experience. 

u  From  the  authority  of  Mr.  Winthorp, 
when  examined  before  the  Irish  Exchange 
committee,  we  learn,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  drain  any  country  of  so  much  of  its 
coin  as  is  necessary  to  carry  on  its  traffic, 
unless  by  the  establishment  of  banks,  and 
the  issue  of  the  paper  of  such  banks,  made 
to  answer  as  a  substitute  for  coin. 

**  And  from  experience  we  know,  that 
at  a  time  when  great  foreign  remittances 
were  forced,  botri  by  the  existence  of  the. 
Austrian  loan,  and  large  subsidies  we  had 
agreed  to  pay  to  German  princes,  betwixt 
the  3?ears  1794  and  1797>  little  more  than 
IfiSOfiOOL  in  specie  was  remitted  by  Mr. 
Bo^d,  the  agent  for  the  imperial  loan: 
whilst  it  appears,  by  the  report  of  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  Bank  of  England,. 
1797*  that  the  exports  to  Germany  alone, 
in  the  year  1795,  1796,  amounted  to 
eight  millions  annually,  when,  in  time  of 
peace  they  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
l,900,000r.  Indeed  eight  millions,  the 
value  of  the  goods  annually  exported  to 
Germany  at  that  time,  exceeded  by  at 
least  2,600,000^  tbe  value  of  the  exports- 
tion  of  commodities  in  time  of  peace,  to 
France,  Flanders,  Holland,  and  Germany 
combined,  leaving  no  doubt  that  such  an 
increase  of  demand  pbuld  alone  arise  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  engagements 
which  the  country  had  formed  to  said 
capital  abroad. 

S.  *^  Because  the  orobability  of  great 
and  extensive  forei^  loans  to  be  filled  bj 
the  capitalists  of  this  country,  wj^ich  giv^ 
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to  parliamentreasoii to  apprehend  the  ne- 
cesutjr  «f  large  foreign  remittances,  far 
Ijom  forming  a  ground  for  arguing  that 
the  restriction  of  payments  in  cash  ought 
to  be  extended,  forms  a  solid  ground  for 
maintaining  that  the  welfare  of  the  stale 
more  than  ever  requires  that  it  should  be 
immediately  done  away. 

««  For  as  these  remittances  may  be 
made  either  in  goods  or  in  bullion  pro- 
cored  by  the  melting  of  our  coin,  it  is  ap- 
parent, that  as  the  taking  off  the  restric- 
tion must  create  a  home  demand  for  our 
eoin,  it  would  encourage  the  remittances 
being  made  in  goods,  to  the  great  benefit 
•f  our  manubcturers ;  whilst  the  conti- 
Buance  of  the  Restriction,  by  annihilating 
all  demand  for  our  gold  coin,  must  encou- 
rage the  remittances  being  made  in  gold, 
to  the  great  injury  of  our  manufacturer!. 
(  Signed  )    **  Laudsrx)  als." 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May9S. 

FiMANCB.]  Mr.  John  Smithy  seemg 
tlie  cbancelior  of  the  exchequer  in  his 
place,  would  put  a  few  questions  to  him 
upon  a  subject  highly  interesting  to  the  pub- 
lic in  general,  as  very  mischicYOUS  reports 
were  in  daily  circulation  with  the  avow- 
ed object  of  depressing  the  public  credit. 
The  first  ouestion  he  would  put,  was, 
simply  whether  he  intended  to  raise  any 
money  by  loan  or  otherwise  in  the  course 
of  the  coming*  year?  The  second  ques- 
tion was,  whether  it  was  intended  to  pay 
off  the  three  millions  of  exchequer-bills 
which  was  borrowed^  free  of  interest,  from 
the  Bank  i  The  other  point  upon  which 
he  wished  to  haya  some  infornmtion  was 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  six  millions 
to  the  Bank  ?  It  was  of  great  consequence 
that  the  public  should  have  the  faiest  in* 
formation  on  this  subject,  because  many 
peoole  strangely  supposed  that  if  the 
Bank  received  six  millions  from  the.^o- 
vernment,  the  amount  of  the  circulation 
of  Bank-notes  would  be  diminished  in  that 
ratio. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
bis  astonishment  at  the  first  question 
which  had  been  put  to  him  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Nottingham ;  for  so  large  a 
sum  in  exchequer-bills  had  been  funded 
this  year,  as  to  render  it  very  improbable 
indeed  that  either  a  loan  or  funding  would 
be  resorted  to  this  year.  In  answer  to 
the  second  question,  he  was  in  treaty  with 
the  Bank,  apd  be  had  no  doubt  but  that 


the  sum  of  three  millions  would  remtf  d 
in  the  Bank  as  a  loan  to  government  at  m 
low  interest.     In  answer  to   the  third 

Suestion,  the  six  millions  would  be  paid  to 
le  Bank  at  the  periods  most  convenient 
to  the  goverameoL  It  was  absurd  to  sop* 
pose  that  the  amount  of  notes  in  circula* 
tion  would  depend  upon  payments  by  go- 
vernment to  the  Bank.  The  Bank  had 
the  control  over  its  own  issues,  and  it 
would,  no  doubt,  supply  the  public,  as 
usual,  liberally,  and  he  had  reason  to  know 
that  this  was  their  intention. 

Mr.  Tieme^  observed,  with  regard  to 
the  three  miUions  of  exchequer-bUls,  that 
as  notice  had  been  given  for  payment, 
an  interest  of  4  per  cent  woula  becomo 
payable,  unless  an  arrangement  was  inter- 
mediately made  by  the  government  and 
the  Banx;  and  unless  me  government 
paid  the  six  millions  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  the  issues  of 
the  Bank  being  lessened,  or  the  restrict 
tion  npoD  cash^payments  being  ever  taken 
off. 

The  Chanedlor  of  the  Exchequer  ex- 
plained, that  with  regard  to  the  three 
millions  an  arrangement  was  actually  in 
progress;  and  that,  upon  the  other  part 
of  the  subject,  he  had  already  stated  that 
government  had  made  its  arrangementa 
with  a  view  to  a  gradual  payment  of  the 
six  millions. 

Land  Tax  Assxssmbnt.]  Mr. 
Brougham  wished  to  leam  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  whether  any  or- 
ders had  been  issued  from  t)ie  Treasury,  to 
the  district  surveyors,*  respectbg  the  As- 
sessment of  the  Land-tax?  He  particularly 
wished  to  know  what  authority  had  beeo 
given  for  a  certain  Circular  Letter  which 
had  been  sent  from  a  surveyor  to  an  as* 
sesaor  in  a  distant  district  ^he  alluded  to 
the  county  of  Westmorlano),  and  which 
had  been  published  in  the  newspapers  i  It 
was  a  direction  from  this  officer  not  to 
proceed  in  the  land  tax  assessments  till 
farther  orders.  As  the  law  stood,  the  bill 
on  this  subject  having  been  lately  thrown 
out,  these  officers  take  on  themselves,  in 
contempt  of  the  privileges  of  the  Houses 
and  the  rights  of  electors,  to  adopt  a  mea- 
sure for  disfranchisinft  voters  at  the  eve  of 
a  general  Section.  If  the  matter  were  not 
satisfactorily  accounted  for,  he  should  call 
for  the  attendance  of  those  officers  at  the 
bar.  But  he  should  take  a  shorter  mode 
than  moving  for  the  production  of  that 
letter  by  the  peoMms  who  received  it ;  for 
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if  he  were  driTen  to  this  DecessttVy  H  was 
dear,  that  before  hit  object  could  be  at* 
tained,  the  parliament  would  be  proro* 
guedt  and  perhaps  dissolTed. 

The  Chancellor  vf  the  Exchequer  tatd, 
if  any  such  order  nad  been  given,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  it  must  have  been  a  ge« 
neral  one. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  should  stand  up  in 
his  place  zm  express  any  doubt  whether 
he  had  issued  such  an  order  or  not.  It 
was  an  order  that  was  probably  signed  by 
three  lords  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Escheouer  replied, 
that  he  did  not  believe  the  lords  of  the 
Treasury  had  signed  any  such  order. 

Mr.  Luehington  added,  that  be  did  not 
believe  any  such  order  had  been  issued 
from  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Brougham  then  moved,  '^  That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  Ac- 
count of  any  Orders  which  have  been  is-> 
•ued  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  Treasury,  regarding  the  Land 
Tax  Assessment,  within  the  last  three 
mondis.^ 

Mr.  P.  Moore  seconded  the  motion, 
which,  he  conceived  to  be  absolutely  ne* 
cessary.  At  the  present  period,  when  a 
dissolution  of  parliament  was  expected,  it 
was  proper  that  candidates  should  know 
who  the  voters  were.  He  had  paid  dearly 
for  the  want  of  proper  information.  The 
land-tax  book  contained  the  vital  princi- 
ple on  which  yotes  were  founded. 

Mr.  IVynn  suggested,  that  the  order  in 
question  might  have  proc^ded  from  the 
Tax' office,  and  that  tne  motion  would  be 
more  complete  by  the  addition  of  the 
words,  <<  or  the  Commissioners  of  Taxes." 

Mf»  Brougham  said,  he  should  avail 
himself  of  the  suggestion  of  his  hon. 
friend.  The  production  of  the  paper 
would  point  out  the  persons  on  whom  the 
blame  of  this  proceeatng  ought  to  rest.  It 
would  enable  the  House  to  discover,  whe- 
ther the  order  was  given  with  or  without 
the  authority  of  the  board  of  Treasury. 
The  persons  issuing  the  letter  were  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  and  therefore  oujfat  to  be 
called  to  the  bar  of  the  House.  But,  if  he 
moved  for  the  appearance  of  the  officers, 
they  might  say,  that  they  acted  under  the 
sanction  of  the  board  or  taxes,  and  then 
the  ease  would  be  remediless,  since  a  fort- 
night at  lesst  must  elapse  before  any  thing 
could  be  done.  He  should  therefore  con- 
suk  with  gentlemen  better  informed  m 
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the  subject  than  be  cooM  pretend  to  be, 
in  order  to  secure  to  the  yoters  throsM^^ 
out  the   country  their   elective    ligntm^ 
should  it  appear  that  measures  bad  beeis 
taken  to  contract  theoB.    The  Crovm  bad 
a  right  to  dissolve  parliament  wiieo    it 
pleased;  but  if,  when  a  dissolution  ^ras 
about  to  take  place,  measures  of  thia  nsi* 
ture  were  resorted  to,  the  House  nmat 
look  for  a  remedy  within  itself* 
The  mojion  was  agreed  to. 

« 

Privilxob  ov  Parliamskt— Wit* 

XBSSKB  AND  0fFICXR8  OV  TRX  HoUBB.^ 

Mr.  Bathursi  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice^ 
to  move  certain  resolutions  with  a  view  t» 
the  preservation  of  the  privileges  of  that 
House.    The  inquisitorial  powers  of  the 
House  of  Commons  were  esaential  to  it, 
as  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  and  all 
persons,  either  examined  in  committee,  or 
at  their  bar,  were  bound  to  answer  every 
question  put  to  them.    It  was  not  right, 
without  the  leave  of  the  House,  that  the 
information  thua  obtained  should  be  di- 
vulged elsewhere.    A  caae  had  lately  oc- 
curred, where  a  short-hand  writer,  em- 
ployed by  the  House,  had  been  called  on, 
m  a  court  of  justice,  to  give  evidence  of 
matters  which  had  been  stated  in  a  com- 
mittee.   Without  any  notice  being  given 
to  the  House,  he  had  produced  documents, 
which  he  had  himself  taken,  and  on  his 
evidence  the  result  of  the  trial  in  a  great 
measure  depended.  He  denied  the  power, 
however,  of  any  court  to  come  at  ftcta 
so  disclosed,  without  the  consent  of  that 
House.  If  such  a  proceeding  were  allow- 
ed, their  investigations  must  hereafter  be 
very  much  contracted  ~or  else  very  grest 
danger  must  be  apprehended  from  the 
disclosures  made  before  oommitteef.   It 
was  necessary  that  persons,  either  derks 
or  others,  employed  by  that  House,  should 
be  apprized  of  their  duty ;  and  wiUi  that 
view  he  should  move, 

1.  <<  That  all  witnesses  examined  before 
this  House,  or  any  committee  thereof,  sre 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  this  Houie, 
in  respect  of  any  thing  that  may  be  mid 
by  them  in  their  evidence. 

2.  **  That  no  derk  or  officer  of  this 
House,  or  shmi-hand  writer  employed  to 
take  minutes  of  evidence  before  tbii 
House,  or  any  committee  thereof,  do  give 
evidence  elseii^ere  in  respect  of  any  pro- 
ceedings or  exaadnation  bad  at  the  bsr 
or  before  any  committee  of  this  Hooie 

I  without  the  special  leave  of  die  Houae.** 
1    Mr.  W^n  saidi  that  the  drcumitsBet 
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which  called  for  IhinereMAatlonB  precent- 
ed  one  of  the  most  danffcrous  intrictioDft 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House  that  could 
possibly  be  conceived.  If  it  were  esta- 
blished that  a  short-haDd  writer,  or  clerk 
in  a  committee,  could  be  compelled  to 

five  evidence  of  what  had  passed  there, 
e  might  equally  be  called  on  to  depose 
to  what  had  ti&en  place  in  that  House, 
and  the  whole  inouisitorial  power  of  par- 
liament would  fall  to  the  ground.  The 
consequence  would  be»  that  they  would 
find  it  impossible  to  go  to  the  bottom  of 
many  transactions  nearly  connected  with 
the  public  interest.  The  business  could 
not  have  been  noticed  in  a  milder  manner 
Ikm  the  one  adopted  by  the  right  hop. 
ffentleman.  There  might  be  «ases,  as  in 
Che  event  of  an  impeachment,  or  when  a 
charge  materially  depended  on  words 
spoken  in  that  House,  where  it  might  be 
tiecessary  to  support,  by  evidence,  the  al- 
legations made.  In  all  these  cases,  wit- 
nesses might  be  examined  at  the  bar ;  but 
he  never  could  assent  to  the  genend  pro- 
position, that  evidence  taken  before  a 
oommtttee,  or  at  the  bar,  should  be  dis- 
posed, without  the  permission  of  the 
House. 
The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to, 
eon. 


RSPORT  ON  THE  LaWS  RILATIKO  TO 

Auctions.]   The  following  Report  was 
presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

RaPoaT  on  Laws  relating  to  Auctions. 

The  Select  Comnrree  sppointed  to  take 
into  connderalion  the  Laws  relatiDg  to 
Auctions,  and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  Observations  thereupon,  tothe  House; 
—Have,  pursuant  lo  the  order  of  the  House, 
cooftidered  the  same  accordingly,  and  have 
agreed  U>  the  foUowiog  Report  : 

Your  Committee  have  examined  several 
Iradesnen  and  respectable  auctioneers,  who 
are  all  of  opinion,  that  great  frauds  on  the 
public  are  constantly  committed,  by  the  mode 
in  which  sales  by  auction  are  conducted  :— 
That  property  is  often  sold  under  misrepre- 
sentation as  to  ownership,  under  various  pre- 
tences ;  such  as,  owners  eoing  abroad,  mer- 
chants property  intendea  for  exportation; 
and  empty  bouses  are  fiUed  with  goods  for  the 
purpose  i<-That  articles  of  the  most  inferior 
manufacture,  made  for  the  express  purpose  of 
puttina  into  sales,  as  the  asnuine  property  of 
udividuals  of  respectabiuty;  and  to  such 
lengths  has  this  mqjde  proceeded,  that  many 
auctioneers  who  are  in  the  practice  of  vending 
such  articles^  have,  with  a  view  to  impose 
mora  soccessfiiUy  upon  the  public,  beso  da- 
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tected  in  usiaa  tbe^names  of  several  of  the 
most  respectable  auctioneers,  vaiyina  the 
spelling  by  alteraUon  of  a  letter;  ana  your 
Committee  have  had  proofs,  that  several  of 
the  respectable  aoetioneers,  whose  names 
have  been  so  assumed,  have  in  several  in* 
stances,  in  justification  to  themselves,  been 
compelled  jto  appear  personally  at  such  saleti 
to  prohibit  the  same  being  carried  on  in  theif 
names,  knowing  such  was  done  with  a  view 
to  impose  on  the  public. 

Your  Committee  find  also,  that  sales  are 
made  of  linen,  describing  the  sante  as  foreign^ 
and  the  property  of  Hamburgh  and  foreign 
merchants;  also  cutlery  wares,  and  plated 
goods,  in  particular,  of  the  most  inferior  ma* 
Bulacture,with  Loadonmaker'snames  thereon, 
publicly  declared  and  sold  as  London  inann* 
taeture;  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  compel 
the  London  makers  to  appear  in  the  lale 
rooms,  and  in  person  expose  the  fraud  and 
imposition  attempted  to  be  practised. 

Your  Committee  also  find,  that  great  frauds 
and  imDositions  have  been  practised  in  the 
sales  or  wine,  misrepresenting  it  as  the  pro* 
perty  of  individuals  of  respectability ;  and  In 
short,  there  has  been  scarcely  an  article 
which  at  auction  has  not  been  grossly  misra- 
presented :— That  sales  ai«  often  made  with- 
out attending  to  the  due  order  of  the  cata* 
logue,  and  sometimes  without  any  catalogue^ 
and  at  others  with  the  same  catelogue  used 
fur  many  days  sales ;  and  the  Committee  in 
this  investieation  have  discovered,  that  great 
frauds  have  been  commined  uoon  the  revenue, 
inasmuch  as  at  tines  no  sale  has  been  re* 
turned,  and  at  other  times  less  in  amount  re* 
turned  than  absolutely  sold ;  and  that  various 
prosecutions  have  been  fvom  time  to  time  no* 
cessarily  instituted  bv  the  Excise  board. 

Your  Committee  have  reason  to  suppose, 
that  the  facility  given  to  these  sales,  by  de- 
scribing property  falsehf  as  to  ownership, 
afibrds  rmy  means  of  selling  aoods  dis- 
honestly come  by,  and  holds  out  me  means 
of  the  evil-disposed  debtor  to  sell  fraudulently 
the  creditor's  property,  to  a  great  and  serious 
injury  to  the  honest  trader,  raising  monqr  (as 
it  is  termed)  bv  any  sacrifice  of  price. 

That  the  inferiority  of  manufacture  so  sold 
and  mis.«taled  is  of  national  injury,  and  your 
Committee  have  had  instances  stated  wnere 
an  eK|)orter  has  immediately  shipped  the 
articles  bought,  vamped  up  for  the  express 
purpose  of  deception,  and  which  was  not  dis- 
covered till  opened^  and  no  responsibility  at- 
taching to  the  auctioneer,  the  buyers  are  left 
without  a  remedy  :^-That  while  these  dailjr 
sales  exist  without  check  or  control,  the 
regular  manufacturer  and  tradesman  aiu  but 
little  resorted  to,  and  who,  your  Committee 
submit  (both  buyer  and  seller),  are  entitled  to 
every  protection;  by  reason,— tst.  That  the 
taxes  of  the  country,  and  the  poor,  fall  very 
heavy  on  the  established  and  fixed  house- 
keeper, while  the  itinerant  auctioneer,  as 
many  tcavel  finom  plaoi  to  phc^  avoid  paying 
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Admixistratxon  ov  Justicb  upok 
THE  Northern  Circuit.]    Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor   observed,     that    it   was    rather 
an  advanced  period  of  the  session   for 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  ; 
but  he  could  not  anticipate  any  grounds  of 
opposition  to  it  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House.    The  justice  of  the  country  could 
not  be  said  to  be  administer^dy  either  in 
the  four  northern,  or  the  two  adjoining 
counties  of  York  and  Lancaster,  because 
the   business   on    the   northern  circuit, 
which  comprehended  the  six,  was  more 
than  any  two  judges  could  execute.    He 
would  now  state  the  object  of  his  motion, 
in  order  that  its  nature  might  be  fully  uo- 
derstood ;  and  be  really  Mlievedit  to  be 
one  against  which  no  rational  objection 
could  be  urged.    He  should  first  desire^ 
that  the  Report  of  the  Select  coromitteep 
appointed  to  inquire  into  this  subject,  be 
read.*    In  founding  upon  thi«  report  an 
address  to  the  Prince  Regent  for  taking 
such  measures  as  may  secure  to  the  north- 
em  counties  the  benefits  of  an  eaual  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  he  apprenended 
that  he  was  leaving  to  the  discretion  of 
those  who  had  the  best  opportunities  of 
forming  a  correct  judgment,  the  entire 
arrangement   of  those   measures.     The 
evil  was  of  an  extent  which  called  loudly 
for  redress.    The  grievances  arising  from 
it  were  not  peculiar  to  the  northern  coun- 
ties :  he  had  learned,  from  communication 
with  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  the 
necessary  business  could  not,    in  many 
places,  be  discharged,  from  the  want  of  a 
greater  number  of  judges.    It  was,  how* 
ever,  his  intention  for  the  present,  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question  in  respect  of 
those  counties  where  the  assixeswese  held 
but  once  a  year.    It  was  a  most  remark- 
able fact,  that  the  business  of  the  nortbem 
circuit  exceeded  three-fbld  that  of  any 
other.    He  held  in  his  hand  a  return  of 
the  average  number  of  civil  causes  on  tfad 
western  circuit  as  compared  widi  those  on 
the  northern,  for  the  same  period  of  tifne* 
On  the  western,  the  number  was  between 
180  and  200,  whilst,  on  the  northern,  at 
York  alone  it  was  141,  at  Lancaster  liS» 
in  Westmorland  11,  in  Cumberland  80,  in 
Durham  S?*  and  at  Newcastle  25 ;  makinff 
altogether  427*    Could  it  be  supposed 
that  any^  two  judges  could  try  all  these 
causes  within  the  time  allott^df,  so  as  to 
render  justice  to  the  difierent  suitors  ?    It 


anjr  taxes ;— and,  Sdly,  That  a  proper  respond 
siulity  to  the  buyer  resting  with  them  for  any 
imperfect  or  bad  article  sold,  and  on  whose 
juagment  and  credit  the  buyer  ver^  often 
places  himself.  Your  Committee  consider 
these  sales  afford  encouragement  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  inferior  articles  of  almost  every 
description,  and  are  ruinous,  for  the  reasons 
before  stated,  to  the  honourable  and  honest 
tradesman,  creating  a  competition  for  lowness 
of  price,  in  preference  to  excellence  of  quality, 
whereby-  the  best  workmen  are  injured  and 
thrown  out. of  employ. 

Your  Committee  have  received  information 
of  daring  combinations,  by  a  set  of  men  who 
attend  real  sales,  and  dnve,  by  various  means, 
respectable  purchasers  away,  purchase  at  their 
own  price,  and  afterwards  privately  sell  the 
aame,  under  a  form  of  public  auction,  termed, 
«<  &pock-Qut  Sales." 

Your  Committee  have  but  shortly  adverted 
to  the  substance  of  the  evidence  they  have  re- 
ceived ;  but  enough,  they  expect,  to  satisfy 
the  House  to  make  some  alterations,  in  the 
present  session,  which  may  prevent  in  some 
depee  a  continuance  of  these  frauds  and  im- 
positions on  the  public;  and  therefore  resolve 
to  recommend  a  complete  revision  of  the 
auctbn  laws,  and  at  as  early  a  period  as  may 
be  practicable. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  to 
the  House,  that  a  bill  be  immediately  brought 
in,  to  increase  the  annual  licence  from  ISj.  to 
so/,  on  every  auctioneer  or  person  selling  hy 
auction  withm  10  miles  of  the  Royal  Eit* 
change,  the  first  year,  and  for  every  future 
year  the  sum  of  bL ;  and  every  auctioneer 
without  the  space  of  10  miles,  the  sum  of  5/. 
the  first  year,  and  the  sum  of  40s.  for  every 
future  year ;  and  any  person  directly  or  indi- 
rectly making  any  sale  by  auction,  not  being 
hcensed,  to  forfeit  for  every  offence  100/. 

That  no  goods  be  sold,  under  a  heavy 
penalty,  without  being  previouslv  exposed  to 
view,  at  least  S4  hours,  nor  without  a  cat». 
logue  previously  printed,  and  sold  in  the 
Older  of  the  said  catalogue ;  and  that  the  real 
name  and  address  of  the  auctioneer  be  printed 
on  the  first  page ;  and  that  a  penalty  of  100/. 
be  inflicted  on  every  person  usiilg  any  fictitious 
name ;  and  that  the  sales>  be  confined  to  the 
hours  from  ten  in  the  morning  to  six  in  the 
af^rnoon;  except  book  sales,  and  produce 
usually  sold  by  the  candle. 

That  all  auction  rooms  for  the  public  sales 
of  goods  by  auction^  such  as  linen  drapery, 
woollen  drapery,  hosiery,  haberdashery,  mer- 
cerv,  stationary,  jewellery,  hardware,  books 
and  prints,  be  licensed  from  time  to  time  for 
one  year,  and  securitv  taken  from  the 
auctioneers  and  others,  that  these  regulations 
and  former  acts  should  be  complied  with. 

That  a  duty  of  is.  per  lot  be  deposited  at 
the  Excise-office  upon  delivery  of  the  cata- 
logue ;  and  that  the  sum  of  is.  per  lot  be  al- 
lowed to  be  deducted  froaa  the  auty  on  eveiy 
lot  which  shall  exceed  SOs . 


*  For  a  copy  of  the  said  Report,  see  p* 
S74|  oi"  the  present  Volume. 
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should  be  recollected  also,  that  there  was 
ohen  a  very  heavy  criminal  calendar  at 
Liancaster,  amounting  on  a  late  occasion 
to  a  hundred  indictments,  many  of  which 
were  for  very  serious  o&nces.    It   ap- 
peared that  at  Lancaster  and  York,  there- 
fore,   the  business  exceeded  the  whole 
number  of  causes  on  the  western  circuit. 
Did  the  House  consider  it  fit  and  proper 
that  this  state  of  things  should  continue ; 
that  in  four  counties  there  should  be  but 
one  assize  in  the  year ;  and  that  prisoners 
ahouldy  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions 
of  the  magistrates  in  disposing  of  itainor 
o£fences,  lie  for  so  many  months  in  confine- 
ment before  they  were  brought  to  trial  i 
A  man  tak^n  up  on  suspicion,  and  sent  to 
the  county  gaol,  must  in  such  a  case  be 
ruined,  however  innocent  of  the  crime  im- 
puted to  him.    We  might  boast  as  much 
as  we  pleased  of  our  superior  laws,  and 
practice  of  administering  them,  but  there 
was  no  country  in  Europe,  where  so  mon- 
strous a  defect  prevailed  in  the  judiciary 
system— a  defect  equally  injurious  to  in- 
dividuals, and  disgraceful  to  the  character 
of  justice.    A  case  of  manslaughter  had 
recently  occurred,  in  which  the  prisoner 
was  acquitted,  after  lying  eleven  months 
in   confinement;    the  wholq   punishment 
annexed  by  the  law  to  a  conviction  of  that 
offence  being  but  twelve  months  imprison- 
ment.    No  man  was    more  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  excellence  of  our  laws 
than  himself,  when  they  were  adminbtered ; 
hut  that  administration,  however  pure, 
could  not  be  efiectual,  unless  the  judges 
received  some  assistance  in  the  execution 
of  their   arduous  duties.    He  had  had 
communication  with  several  of  the  judges 
upon  this  subject ;  and  Mr.  Baron  Wood, 
who  had  authorized  him  to  use  his  name, 
declared,  that  be  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  the  circuit  before  the  business  was 
half  performed.      There    were* -at    that 
nu\z^  no  leas  than  H7  causes  set  down 
for  trial,  and  after  getting  through  a  cer- 
tain number  of  those,  care  was  thus  taken 
to  select  such  of  the  remainder  as  could 
be  more  easily  tried.    But  the  roost  im- 
portant special  jury  causes  were  among 
the  remanets  which  the  judge  was  obliged 
t;  leave  undecided.    When  the  expenke 
of  collecting  evidence,  and  of  preparing  ^ 
for  trial  by  a  special  jurjr  were  considereo, 
the  irrievance  to  the  smtors  in  the  cases 
to  which  he  had  alluded  must  be  sensibly 
fdt.    Yet  six  of  those  special  jury  causes 
were  among  the   remanets  at   the   last 
autzes  for  Yorkshire.    But  he  had  re- 
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ceived  much  information  Irom  other  judges 
as  well  as  baron  Wood,  illustrative  of  the 
injustice  resulting  from  the  system  which 
it  was  his  jvish  to  remedy.    He  had  also 
received  similar  intelligence  from  barris* 
ters  and  suitors.  On  lately  passing  through 
Yorkshire,  he  was  told  by  a  gentleman 
that  be  had  had  a  special  jury  cause -left 
amonff   the  remanets   at    York   assizes, 
after  he  had  incurred  coats  to  the  amount 
of  some  hundred  pounds  in  the  collection 
of  witnesses,  fttHu  various  parts  of  th4» 
country,  and  in  other  expenses  connected 
with  his  preparation  for  trial.    But  many 
of  those  remanets  were  left  to  a  reference, 
the  parties  rather  wishing  to  have  the 
case  so  decided,  than  to  incur  the  expense 
of  proceeding  a  second  time  to  the  assizes. 
Was  not  this,  he  would  ask,  equal  to  an 
absolute  denial  of  justice  ?    But  the  fact 
was,  that  in  many  instancee  suitors  were 
obliged  to  go  a  second  time  to  the  assizes 
for  the  trial  of  their  cause.    He  knew  a 
respectable    solicitor    of  Durham,  who, 
with  a  view  to  the  more  expeditious  deci- 
sion of  his  client's  cause,  had  the  venue 
changed  to  Yorkshire.    The  cause  of  ac- 
tion was  for  24/.  He  carried  his  witnesses 
to  York,  but  was  not  able  to  have  the 
cause  tried  at  the  first  assizes.    At  the 
second  assizes  it  was  decided  in  favour  of 
his  client,  after  incurring  costs .  to  the 
amount  of  2001, ;  but  of  those  costs  the 
master  only  allowed   140{. :  so  that  the 
client  was  60/.  out  of  pocket,  for  the  re- 
covery of  24/.    It  was  said  by  some,  that 
there  was  no  peculiar  injustice  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  transitory  causes,  as  they 
couM  be  transferred  from  any  of  (he  four 
counties  alluded  to.    But  it  was  to  be  re- 
collected, that  there  were  many  civil  causes  . 
which  could  not  be  consistently  transferred, 
namely,  actions  of  ejectment,  or  actions 
between  landlord  and  tenant ;  and  wa^f  it 
fair  that  such  causes  should  stand  over 
undecided,  for  one,  perhaps  for  two  years, 
in  the  four  counties  under  consideration  ? 
But  even  were  the  change  of  venue  quite 
consistent  in  all  cases,  it  must  be  con-, 
sidered  that  if  a  cause  were  taken  £u:  trial 
to  York,  from  any  of  the  four  counties 
alluded  to,  it  woufd  necessarily  occupy 
the  parties  perhaps  for  fourteen  daySt  in. a 
case  which  might  be  decided  in  each  of 
those  counties  within  seven  days.    The 
additional  loss  of  time,  then,  together  with 
the  additioaal  expense  of  a  transfer  of  the 
trial,  formed  a  serious  consideration  to 
suitors,  and  it  must  always  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  according  to  oae  of  the  radical 
(3Q)  / 
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omfMir  of  our  Ibw,  justice  migfrt  tb  be 
itdminidtered  with  tfie  lent  po»R)le  el^ 
pen^e.    But   tl!6  truth  was,    that    two 
judges  codid  not  ctntlrivli  to  gjtt  through 
tHe  l^inees  of  the  NottHem  dvcuft,  at 
rhe'  Scrfnitter  asate!^^  aind  tbos  an  increased 
es^ens^  was  iitcorred'  tlirough  the  retna* 
nets.  There  wete  no  dmiM  some  wTtneflriies 
eitaYnined   before   tfte   cbnfttntttt^e,    who 
diff^ed  fhnir  Ris  Views  of  the  stibjen. 
^Two  gentleman  of  tire  highest  respectabi- 
lity p^Hicufairl^  dissented  fVom  him ;  but 
whfle  he  fTclmowkdged  theSrtiestfectabilitjjr, 
be  certainfij  conld  not  subscrfbe  to  their 
reaeiotftngy   ea^ecially  when  ibey  mahi- 
tuftfed  the  opinion,  that  if  two  assizes 
#ithin  the  year  were  appointed  to  take 
phfce  in  the  fo^nr  counties  reAsrred  to, 
they  would  serte  to  produce  mote  WtlpL^ 
jrion.    If  indeed  this  reasoning  were  valid, 
ixiA  (he  opinion  sotmd,  an  end  should  be 
p\it  to  tbe  second  asaizes  In  the  other 
circ^iits; — But  ds  an^  apofogy  fdr  declining 
to  consider  and  retiieay  the  6tU  to  whi^ 
he  hitfd  called  the  attenf ioti  df  the  House, 
he  understood  it  was  said,  thae  it  would 
be  hnfirndent  to  meddle  with  the  system 
which  had  existed  for  centuries',    what, 
#as  if  to  be  apjfnrehended  that  there  was 
something  like  a  spell  beloneing  to  this 
system  of  eril,  whicn  if  touched  the  bubble 
#ouldJ[>urit?     Bbt  the  apprehension  was 
chhnerical,  atid  tf  mere  pretence  fbr  those 
nHio  did  not  wish  to  look  a(t  the  &n\  \n  the 
ftee— Who  were  not  anxious  td  secure 
the  prober  MidihistrdtiOn  of  justice.  Upon 
the  authorities  and  c&ties  He  htfd  dted,  he 
was  bdld  to  say,  that  justice  was  not 
ph^perly  administered  itt  the  Northern 
circuit,  but  especially  in  the  four  cbunties 
Xb  Whtbh  be  more  particularly  referred. 
Why,  then,  should  minister*  shrink  from 
the  consideration  df  an  adequate  remedy 
M  the  systeini  complained  of  ?    The  ap- 
ptehentllon  of  any  danger  fK>m  the  change 
so  much  doited,  was  perfectly  idle.    No 
danger  or  incohveriidtice  had  resulted  to 
Scotland  f^ofnr  the  chatnge  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  constitution  of  its  cotirtsfbr  the 
admhilstratioh  of  justice.  First,  the  court  of 
sessions  Waa  divided  i«tb  tWo  chumb^rs, 
aed  net!  a  new  court  was  drdated  fbr  ihe 
trial  fs(  civil  cdtises  by  inty.    Vet  tU^  law 
of  Scotland  was  never  A>und  tb  itsXkt  any 
injury  firom  the  change,  While  the  system 
of  adfnim'stering  justicd  Wat  hiatei-ially 
improved.  Upoh  what  grdnhfl,  then,  could 
atiy  fear  be  ent^rtatA^d,  thai  the  law  of 
Englahd  would  6e  mjuted,  or  \xi  cbniiitti- 
tldn  taAm%thAi  by  the  tUtt^dxai  df  «  d^ 


sinffyle  change  in  the  or^nfsation  df 
courts  of  j6stice?    The  Report  on  tfie- 
table   showed    tlire   necesaity   of   sooMr 
changie ;  and  was  it  too  modi  to  neqif ire* 
of  ministers  not  to  make  any  immediate  ar- 
mngMDent,  but  to  take  tne  subject  inter 
consideration  in  the  coiirse  of  the  receaa  f 
Tlie  correct  and  conscientious  manner  iir 
which  the  judges  attended  to  their  duties 
was  universally  admitted  and  ap|rfauded* 
ITie  fhore,  indeed,  the  conduct  of  the»e^ 
meritortout  infrfividuals  Was  inouired  hito,> 
the  mote  they  m^st  be  secure  or  the  appfo* 
bation  and  respect  df  Hie  country.    Vety. 
with  all  their  dilisefice,  they  found  it  inr^ 
possible  to  get  trough  all  the  business 
aligned  to  diem.    And,  first,  with  regard 
to  Uie  court  of  King's-bench,  it  was  m 
fact,  that  that  court  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  decide  upon  the  motions  for  new  trials 
from  the  last   summer   assizes  of  the 
northerh  circuit    He  was,  indeed,  ac^ 
quainted  with  an  instance,  in  which  socb 
motions  were  not  determined  upon  until 
the  last  day  of  the  Trinity  term ;    die 
judges  sitting  to  hear  motions  until  12 
d'clock  at  night  upon  that  day.    Thus 
parties  could  not  possibly  receive  notice 
in  due  time  to  be  prepared  for  a  new  trfal 
at  the  succeeding  assizes.    Here  the  bon. 
member  animadverted  upon  the  course  of 
proceeding  at  Serjeauts'-inn,  where  the 
judges  sat  Upon  si  flctioni  fbr  the^  could 
hear,  but  cduldnotdetermine  certain  pobta 
at  that  court.    He  disliked  this  mode  of 
proceeding  altogether ;  for  he  wished  the 
courts  to  be  alwahrs  public,  and  that  the- 
judges  should  act  befbre  a  numerous  and 
enlightened  bar,  which  was  itot  so  practi- 
cable at  Serjeants'-inn.  But  thejudges  were 
too  much  occupied,  and  thererore,  amon^ 
the  remedies,  he  would  propose  an  addi- 
tion to  their  strength.    Such  an  ad^on 
he  had,  indeed,  long  thought  necessary, 
and  such  also  he  fbund  to  be  the  opinion 
of  many  intellfgetit  gentlemen  whom  he 
had   cohsulted   upon   the  stibject    He 
soggeited,  therefore,  that  two   commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
es,  those  cdmmtssionen  to  be  clothed 


with  all  the  authotity  of  the  judicial  funo- 
tioHj  arid  to  be  invested  with  that  autho- 
rity fbr  Hfe,  Witfi  a  view  to  render  them^ 
ai  well  al  the  judges,  independent  ofgt)- 
vemment,  if  It  were  said  that  serfeshts 
nfight  be  ernployed,  as  they  occasionally 
were,  in  officiMlHg  ^r  the  judges,  atid 
tHilt  his  suggestion  was  superfluous,  he 
shotild  answer,  that  to  satis^  the  nublic 
mifldy  persons  actutf y  inteited  witn  fiie ' 
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jadidd  auAority  were  neceiMry  in  tike 
^dminiBtration  of  justice.    He  bad  heard 
of  a  plan  to  send  some  Serjeants  at  the  Lent 
aasises  to  deliver  the  gaola  of  the  four 
counties  to  which  lie  alluded ;  but  this 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  endi 
of  justice,  or  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  those  counties.   It  was  known, 
that  at  the  Old  Bailev  the  judges  of  the 
land  uni&rmlj  atteDoed  to  try  the  capital 
feloniesyalthough  the  recorder  and  tbecom« 
tnonseijeantwerealwaysin  the  commission. 
If  from  the  number  of  the  judges  thef 
were  deemed  incompetent  to  penom  the 
duties  assigned  to  them,  that  number  then 
should  be  mcreased ;  in  each  of  the  ex- 
isting courts  a  new  court  should  be  ap- 
jiointed,  and  any  expense  that  might  ariae 
out  of  such  an  arrangement  should  not  he 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  due  adminis- 
tration of    public  justice.    There  were 
many  parts  of  the  busineu  eonnected  with 
the  court  of  King*s-bench  which  might 
be  done  out  of  court;   for  instance,  the 
taking  of  bail*  with  all  cases  connected 
with  smugglers,  insolrent   debtors,  and 
judgments  under  certiorari.    The  judges 
of  lul  the  courts  were  called  upon  to  do  a 
ipreat  deal  of  chamber  business,  espedally 
in  cases  from  the  Tax  office.    Now,  siip- 
sose  the  judges  were  relieved  from  all  this 
business  through  the  commissioners  whom 
be  had  before  mentioned,  they  would  na- 
turally become  more  qualified  for  the  due 
performance  of  other  parts  of  their  judi- 
cial duty,  and  such  qualification  was  es- 
sentially necessary.    For  the   wealth  of 
the  countiy  had  so  much  inereased  with 
its  commercial  advancement  and  colonial 
connexion,   that   the   s^me  number  of 
judges    which   existed  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  could  not  be  deemdl  competent 
to  discharge  the  increased  law  bosioess  of 
the  present.    They  were  not,  in  fact,  able 
to  do  it,  and  hence  the  administration  of 
justice  was  impeded.  If  it  should  be  said, 
that  the  executive  government  was  not 
prepared  to  pronounce  aiqr  opinion  upon 
this  subject  at  present,  he  should  express 
his^  astooishmentp  for  ministers  had  had 
quite  time  enough  for  preparation,    his 
orfffinal  .motion  having  been  made  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  and  the  re- 
port  of  the  committee  .to  which  the  sub- 
ject was  refierred  havioff  been  three  months 
upon  the  table.    Still  he  would  not  call 
upon  ministeia  to  ei^uess  any  decided 
optnioo,  but  merely  to  promise  the  cen- 
sidecation  of  the  subject  in  the  course,  of 
the  woei^  when  they  might  consult  the 


judges  and  the  Crown  lawyen  as  to  the 
measures  most  expedient  to  be  adopted. 
He  had  the  Authority  of  Mr.  Scarlett,  who 
was  the  leader  of  ihe  bar  upon  the 
northern  circuit  (which  authority,  by-the- 
fay,  was  in  opposition  to  the  iotei^t  qf 
hjs  own  practice),  that  without  sonie 
change  in  the  system  to  which  his  motion 
refernd,  justice  could  not  be  duly  adminis- 
tered. He  had  also  the  authoriu  of 
haron  Wood,  with  that  of  other  judges, 
and  several  eminent  counsel.  The  €|pi* 
nion  of  the  peof>le  of  Uie*  several  counties 
which  he  had  mentioned  was  decidedly 
with  him.  He  did  not  know  whetlier 
the  opinioa  of  the  minister  was  with 
him;  but  he  Uusted  that  that  Houae 
would  support  a  motion  caHed  for  by  the 
pressure  of  such  injustice  as  he  bad  de- 
scribed, and  approved  of  by  such  authori- 
ties as  he  had  pited.  The  hon.  member 
concluded  with  moving,  "*'  That  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  hu  To^al 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  representisig 
to  his  royal  higboMS,  that  this  House 
having  taken  into  th^  cMsideration  the, 
r^ort  of  the  Select  committee  on  the  ad- 
mroistcation  of  justice  upon  the  northern 
circuit,  humbly  request  that  his  noynl 
highness  will  be  g;raoiously  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  shall  give  to  the 
counties  of  Westmorland  Cumberland, 
Durham,  end  Northumberland,  and  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  the  benefit  of  a  general  Gaol  De- 
livery, and  a  Commission  of  Awize  and 
Nisi  Prius  twice  in  each  year;  and  to  as- 
sure his  Royal  Highness  that  this  Houne 
will  make  good  any  expense  aUeodingthe 


Lord  CoMtUreagh  said,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  general  principle  of 
the  hon»  member's  motion,  but  to  observe, 
that  as  the  House  was  not  prepared  to 
come  to  any  decision  upon  Che  casot  it 
would,  in  his  view,  be  better  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  present.  For  himself 
he  must  say,  that  he  wns  not  yet  nrepased 
to  pronounce  any  eninion  upon  toe  merila 
of  the  oase ;  fiw  althoui^  he  had  aveiled 
himself  of  the  opportunity  which  the  ee- 
port  on  the  table  affitirded,  to  consult  those 
who  were  most  competent  to  form  a  judg- 
ment, yet,  from  the  variety  of  enjf^ge- 
nents  to  which  those  eminent  indivaiuals 
had  to  attendt  he  foimd  that  they  had  not 
suffident  leiaim  to  consider  the  subject, 
so  as  to  devise  an  adequate  remedy  for 
the  evil  comphuned  of.  This  evil  be  ad- 
mitted to  exMt,  but  like  many  other  evils 
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it  must  be  endured  until  a  proper  remedy 
was  discovered.  Before  the  proposed 
address  was  voted,  he  recommended  the 
House  to  see  its  way  through  the  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  which  belonged  to  the 
case.  The  proposition  of  thehon.moverdid 
not,  it  appeared,  refer  alone  to  the  counties 
which  he  had  mentioned;  for  in  that  hon. 
gentleman's  own  view  the  remedy  he  sought 
could  be  attained  without  effectuating 
a  very  considerable  change  in  the  organi- 
zation of  our  established  courts  of  justice. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  member,  that 
expense  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice. But  It  was  obvious,  that  it  would 
become  the  House  to  see  its  way  clearly 
before  it  made  any  pledge,  or  took  any 
proceeding  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature. 
The  Report  recommended  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  only  by  the  judges,  while 
tlie  hon.  mover  suggested  the  appoint- 
ment of*  commissioners.  But  whether 
that  suggestion  should  be  acted  upon«- 
whether  more  judges  should  be  appointed, 
or  a  new  court  created,  according  to  the 
hon.  member's  proposition,  the  case  was 
such  as  to  require  moi-e  consideration  be- 
fore the  House  took  any  step  Cowards 
new-modelling  our  courts  of  justice.  The 
confinement  of  prisoners  so  long  before 
they  were  brougnt  to  trial  was  undoubt- 
edly a  great  evil,  to  remedy  which  he 
trusted  some  measures  would  be  adopted. 
But  happily,  from  the  little  progress  of 
crime,  and  the  state  of  morality  in  the 
counties  alluded  to,  it  appeared  from 
tfce  returns  before  the  House,  that  compa- 
ratively very  few  had  sufiered  from  the 
existence  of^  this  evil.  The  delay  of  civil 
causes  was  also  an  evil ;  but  still,  as  to 
the  appointment  of  two  assizes  in  those 
counties,  the  evidence  of  the  four  or  five 
professional  gentlemen  adduced  before 
the  committee  was  entitled  to  some  atten- 
tion. He  did  not  mean  to  say  tliat  he 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  those  gentle- 
men. Neither  did  he  deny  the  evil  which 
the  hon.  mover  alleged  to  exist;  nor  did 
h^  intend  to  discourage  the  hon.  member's 
wish  for  remed  ving  that  evil.  He  only  asked 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  present,  in  order  to  afford  time 
for  due  consideration. 

Mr.  Bfbueham  concurred  in  the  noble 
lord  s  recommendation  to  his  hon.  friend 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  Without  differing 
from  the  prindples  faid^own  by  his  hon. 
friend,  he  still  thought  it  improper  to  come 
%Q  any  decision  upon  the  case  at  present. 


If  the  motion  applied  only  to  the  four  north- 
ern counties,  it  was  now  too  late  in  the  ses- 
sion to  adopt  any  measure  of  legislation 
upon  the  subject,  and  to  vote  the  address 
would  be  tantamount  to  a  measure  of  le- 
gislation. Now  as  the  proposed  change 
referred  to  judicial  proceedings,  he  appre- 
hended it  would  be  much  more  regular  to 
have  it  settled  by  the  consent  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  legislature,  than  to  ema- 
nate solely  from  that  House.  In  such  a 
case  indeed  it  was  peculiarly  proper  that 
the  other  House  of  parliament  should  be 
consulted,  forming,  as  it  did,  our  supreme 
court  of  judicature.  But  it  was  evidently 
necessary  to  afford  time  for  consideration 
before  the  House  took  any  step,  in  order 
that  the  judges  should  consult 'together  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  change  which  It  might 
be  expedient  to  adopt. 

Mr.  M.  i4.  Tay/or  replied.  He  observed 
that  he  had  been  formely  told  that  the 
House  should  wait  till  the  facts  had  been 
stated ;  the  facts  had  now  come,  and  he 
was  again  desired  to  wait  till  some  other 
opportunity  should  occur.  Did  the  noble 
lord  and  tne  hon.  gentleman  opposite  re- 
collect, that  if  they  adjourned  this  ques- 
tion, the  next  circuit  would  be  left  exposed 
to  the  same  evils  and  inconveniendes, 
the  same  denial  of  justice  ?  If  the  noble 
lord  would  give  a  plain  assent  to  the  prin- 
ciples that  bad  been  laid  down,  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  his  motion ;  but  if  no 
such  assent  was  given,  he  should  in  the 
next  session,  if  he  had  then  the  honour  of 
a  seat  in  that  House,  be  left  just  where 
he  was.  He  never  would  assent  to  any 
proposition  that  did  not  give  to  the  four 
northern  counties  the  same  benefit  of 
nut  prius  as  the  other  counties  enjoyed. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  ministers 
would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  inquire 
fully  into  the  subject,  but  it  was  impos- 
sible that  thejT  could  then  pledge  them- 
selves to  any  particular  measure. 

Sir  C*MoraaurU  observed  that  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Warwick  much  inconvenience  and 
hardship  were  suffered  from  the  delay  that 
took  place  in  consequence  of  the  great 
number  of  trials. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  executive 
government  was  bound  to  enter  most  ac- 
tively into  the  subject,  and  to  provide  a 
remedy.  He  had  been  informed  by  the 
town  derk  of  Norwich,  that  instances  had 
occurred  of  persons  being  confined  nine 
or  ten  montns  previously  to  their  trial ; 
and  a  navy  surgeon  had  been  confined  for 
the  space  of  twelve  monthsi  and  had  been 
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subsequently  acquitted.  By  so  long  an 
imprisonment,  individuals  sometimes  suf- 
fered more  than  they  would  have  done»  if 
convicted  from  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Harvey  corroborated  the  statement 
of  the  preceding  speaker  as  to  the  great 
detriment  sustained  by  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects>  from  the  want  of  a  general  ^aol  de- 
livery twice  in  the  year  at  the  assizes  for 
the  city  of  Norwich. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

Lotteries  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
vf  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Lytielion  said,  that  undeterred  by 
the  result  of  former  discussions,  he  should 
not  allow  that  last  opportunity  to  pass 
without  renewing  his  opposition  to  a  bill 
that  went  to  continue  this  great  national 
nuisance.  The  bill  had  only  been  printed 
that  day,  and  though  some  improvement 
was  made  in  its  provisions,  his  opinion  as 
to  its  bein^  immoral  in  its  tendency,  and 
impolitic  m  its  principle,  remained  un- 
changed. It  was  a  most  shabby  and  dis- 
honourable plan  for  cheating  the  people 
out  of  their  money.  The  more  he  consi- 
•dered  the  subject,  the  more  difficult  he 
felt  it  to  account  for  the  determination  of 
the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, to  persevere  in  a  system  so  pro- 
lific in  crinie.  When  he  considered  the 
acts  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  of^en  engaged,  he  was  surprised  that 
lie  should  not  only  give  his  support  to, 
but  insist  on  the  aaoption  of  a  system  so 
base  and  disgraceful.  What!  could  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  who  on  one  day  was 
the  builder  of  churches,  on  another,  was  a 
friend  to  the  education  of  the  poor ;  on  a 
third,  recommended  the  distribution  of 
bibles ;  and,  on  a  fourth,  supported  the 
plan  of  Saving  banks— coula  he  be  the 
patron  of  a  system  which  went  to  under- 
mine the  morals  of  the  people  ?  He  la- 
mented to  say  that  this  was  the  fact.  But  j 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  disposed 
to  sacrifice  public  morals  for  the  paltry 
gain  of  2S0fi00Lf  he  was  not  mclined  to 
agree  with  him.  He  abhorred  and  de- 
tested such  dishonourable  and  fraudulent 
practices,  and  he  would  continue  to  oppose 
them  as  long  aa  be  had  a  seat  in  that 
House*  With  that  view  he  should  now 
move,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
On  this  day  three  months. 

^  Mr.  PamM  said,  that  nothing  had  given 
him  greater  pain,  since  the  short  time  he 
liad  sat  in  that  House,  than  the  seeing 


how  frequently  great  questions  of  justice 
and  morality  were  sacrificed  to  expedi- 
ency. But  the  present  sacrifice  was  of  a 
more  degraded  character,  as  it  surrendered 
those  great  principles  to  a  paltry  financial 
profit  of  250,00(V.  He  felt  himself  totally 
at  a  loss  to  understand  the  motives  of  the 
right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  persevering  in  a  measure  on  vmich 
many  of  those  gentlemen  who  supported 
administration  aeserted  him.  He  could 
not  help  thinking— though  he  hoped  there 
was  little  probability  of  the  country  being 
deprived  by  death  of  his  services^that 
the  following  would  be  an  appropriate  epi- 
taph to  inscribe  on  the  tomb  or  the  right 
hon.  eentleman:  **  Here  lies  the  right 
hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart,  once  chancefior 
of  the  exchequer :  the  patron  of  bible  so- 
cieties ;  the  builder  of  churches ;  a  friend 
to  the  education  of  the  poor,  an  encou- 
rager  of  Saving  banks,  and— a  supporter 
of  lotteries  !*'     [A  laugh]. 

Mr.  Morland  expressed  a  strong  disap- 
probation of  the  measure.  If  his  majesty's 
ministers  said  that  we  should  be  slow  in 
tampering  with  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try, his  answer  was,  that  ministers  should 
not  themself  es  tamper  with  the  morals  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Lockhart  wished  to  know  on  what 
grounds  that  House  could  enact  capital 

{mnishments,  when  they  were  passing 
aws  which  invited  the  people  to  perpe- 
trate crimes?  He  could  not  consent  to 
this  measure  on  apy  grounds  of  revenue 
whatever.  Considering  the  abominable 
efiects  which  this  system  was  calculated 
to  produce,  he  was  satisfied  that  there 
was  no  impost  that  could  be  imposed  which 
the  people  of  England  would  not  prefer 
to  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  was  of  opinion, 
that  no  fault  could  be  found  with  the 
keepers  of  regular  offices.  Many  frauds 
and  impositions,  however,  were  practised, 
and  great  and  extensive  evils  arose  from 
the  system  of  insurances.  Some  offices 
belonging  to  the  latter  description  of  per- 
sons had  been  entered,  ana  the  books 
taken  away,  by  which  it  appeared,  on  in- 
spection, that  clerks  in  banking-houses, 
clerks  in  the  customs,  and  in  other  public 
departments,  had  entered  their  names  aa 
insurers,  from  11  to  10^.  In  exposing 
such  evUs  to  the  House,  he  would  not  he- 
sitate to  mention  names.  One  of  the 
offices  to  which  he  alluded  was  discovered 
in  Newgate-street,  and  another  in  Covent- 
garden»  where  he  entered  and  found  all 
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fKa»  lui  htkA  afrt^-  In  oitp  of thflir  riti^!ftiti 
4  gentleman  vbo  beld  «  h^h  office  in  the 
long-room  ia  the  Custom-nouse  was  the 
person  who  took  the  insurances.  The 
lion*  member  concluded  with  saying,  that 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  would  at  last  find  that  such 
an  immoral  system  as  this  would  not  be 
Solerated  by  tne  peoole. 

Mr.  Li^tekon^  mar  what  had  fallen 
from  the  worthy  alderman,  begged  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  very  few  words. 
As  the  worthy  alderman  hadqraken  in 
praise  of  the  license^  lottery^office- 
fceeperSt  be  must  now  say  a  word  in  their 
dispraise.  In  doing  so»  he  acted  from 
the  very  best  information  on  the  subject, 
and  the  unbiassed  conviction  of  his  mind- 
He  would  say,  then,  that  they  were  tbe 
last  people  in  tbe  country,  next  to  hang- 
men and  informeniy  on  whom  he  weuTd 
bestow  any  panegyric.  He  considered 
them  to  be  fraudulent  and  criminal  meni 
and  be  would  add,  that  no  persons  could 
earn  their  money  in  a  more  dirty  manner 
THear,  hear!].  They  practised  the  most 
shameful  and  disgracenil  frauds  on  tl^ 
public  by  their  schemes  and  pufi,  by 
which  they  hoped  to  entrap  tbe  ignorant; 
and,  he  regretted  to  say,  they  too  often 
succeeded.  It  would  hie  well,  however, 
for  all  persons  to  know,  that  in  small 
prises,  the  chances  were  four  and  a  half 
to  one  against  the  miserable  adventurer, 
and  in  the  higher  prizes  they  were  2/XX) 
to  one  against  him.  And  yet  people  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  taken  in  by  these 
**  respectable  persons,"  the  lottery-office 
keepers,  as  the  worthy  alderman  bad 
called  them.  He  trusted  that  the  eyes  of 
the  public  would  be  opened  at  last  to 
such  fraudulent  and  dismceful  practices* 

Mr.  Alderman  JFooo;  in  explanation, 
said,  that  he  had  only  spoken  in  praise  of 
licensed  lottery«offioe  keepers,  because  he 
did  pot  believe  that  they  were  engaged  in 
any  illegal  insurances.  He  by  no  means 
meant  to  support  the  system  of  lotteries. 

Tbe  question  being  put,  <<  That  tbe  bfll 
he  new  read  a  third  tknei"  the  House  di* 
Tided: 

Aye8.««  •••••••••••••••••••#•  .••••«•••  4v 

Noes 14 

Majority  •••••••t. »••.•.«•.  i  2S 

Tbe  BiU  was  then  lead  a  third  tioMi  and 
passed. 

HOUSE  OF  LORD& 
Wtdn^Mday,  M^  27. 
Bank  RssTRicTioir  Bui^.]   On  the 


third  reading  of  this  bUl,  tbe  «ad  of  Lmi^ 
derdale  moved  that  the  preamble  stand  tm 
follows : 

**  Whereas,  it  appears  by  an  account 
presented  to  parliament,  that  the  Baa}c  of 
England  was,  opUie  six^of  May,  I81i9it 
in  advance  to  government  to  the  amoonl 
ofI2,&SU628r4f.4dL 

'*  And  whereas^  an  act  passed  in  the 
present  session  of  parliament,   mtituled 

*  An  Act  for  raising  Ibe  sum  of  thirty  mil- 

*  lions  by  exchequer  bills,  for  the  service 

<  ef  the  year  1818,'  authorises  the  Bank 
of  England  to  advance  to  f^ovemment  s 
farther  sum  of  twenty  millions;  frooa 
which  state  of  things  it  is  evident  that 
those  to  whom  the  management  of  th^ 
public  finances  is  entrusted,  have  com- 
otned  with  the  Bank  ef  England  to  place 
the  affiurs  of  that  establishment  in  such  m 
situation  as  would  render  it  expedient,  if 
not  necessary,  for  parliament  to  continue 
the  restriction  beyond  the  5th  of  Jul/ 
next,  on  which  day  it  was  wisely  eoactea 
that  cash  pigments  should  be  reaumedy 
by  an  act  of  the  56th  of  GeorgeSrd,  cap.  4<U 
intituled  '  An  Act  for  further  continuing, 

until  the  5th  day  of  July,  I818|  an  act 
of  the  4ith  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
to  continue  the  restrictions  contained  m 
the  several  acts  of  his  present  majesty, 
on  payments  in  cash  ny  the  Bank  of 
England.' 

'<  And  whereu  further  to  ensure  the 
ndceisity  of  continiynji  the  restriction  of 
cash  payments,  the  mmt  regulations  were 
BO  altered  and  anranged  by  the  56th  of 
Geoii^e  Srd,  cap.  68,  intituled  '  An  act  to 

*  provide  for  a  new  silver  coinage,  and  to 

<  regulate  the   currency  of  the  gold  and 

*  silver  coin  of  the  reaha ;'  as  to  make  it 
impossible  that  gold  should  remain  in  cir- 
culation ;-^and  we  have  actually  learnt 
by  experience  that  it  cannot,  onoer  these 
r^ulations,  circulate,  though  by  the  said 

^act,  gold  is  declared  to  be  ue  only  l^gal 
tender  of  payments  beyond  tbe  sum  of 
forty  shillings.  May  it  there&re  pleaae 
jour  miQesty,  4bc.'* 
,  This  preamble  was  nwatived,  ^  was 
also  a  proviso  moved  by  lord  Holland,  to 
put  an  end  to  tbe  oiperatioa  of  the  act  in 
the  event  of  the  price  of  gold  fiUlioff  to 
SL  17#.  6d*  per  ounce.  Tbe  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale  then  moved  tfie  followjog  proviso, 
whidi  was  also  negatived : 

*<  Provided  always  and  be  it  Further 
enactedp  that  the  restriction  on  cash  pay- 
menU  shall  continue  till  the  56tb  of  tbe 
king,  chspter  68,  inlitaled  «  An  Aot  m 
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*  provide  for  i  new  iiher  eohiai^,  and  l^ 

*  regulate  the  eurMmey  of  the  gold  and 

*  liWer  coin  of  the  realill/  be  repealed*  or 
until  the  said  act  ii  altered  or  amended  to 
tfie  efflN^t  that  our  gold  ooioi  or  our 
iilver  coId»  shelly  one  or  other  of  them, 
be  exclusively  declared  a  le^  tender  of 
payment;  or  that  the  relative  value  dt 
our  coin  in  these  two  metals  shall,  as  fhr 
as  maj  be,  be  so  adjusted,  that  the  deno* 
Ainatnre  value  of  each  shall  bear  the  same 
proportion  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  tlie 
pure  metal  respectively  contained  in  each.** 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

Thi  Earl  of  LAxrDSRDALa's  Pro** 
tasT  AOAtKST  rm  Rsjaorioit  6y  His 

AMCNnMRNTS  TO  TlfX  BAKK  RxSTRIC- 

TioK  CoHTrHUAircx  Bill.]  The  ibK 
lowing  Protest  was  entered  on  th^Jour* 
nals: 

«'  IKssentienti 
^*  1.  Because  it  appears  to  me  that  no 
reduction  of  the  advances  to  government, 
,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England,  or 
any  other  atratigement  of  iu  affiiirs,  how- 
ever prudenr  and  well  calculated  to  se^ 
cure  Its  beinff  qualified  to  par  in  cash,  on 
demand,  could,  if  the  restnction  was  done 
away,  enable  that  estid^lishnient  to  fblfil 
its  engagements  fbr  any  length  of  time, 
withdut  enormous  loss  to  the  proprietors ; 
unless  the  atit  of  the  56Ui  Oeo.  Srd,  chap. 
68,  intituled  *  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  New 

*  Silver  Coinage,  and  to  regulate  the  Cur- 

*  rency  of  the  CSold  and  Stiver  Coin  of  this 

*  realm,'  is  altered  or  repealed. 

•«  By  that  aet  goM  coin  is  declared  to 
be  the  only  legal  tender  of  payment  for 
any  sum  exceeding  forty  shillings  ;  and 
the  pronortion  betwixt  the  vahie  of  our 
gold  and  silver  coin  is  ahered  fVom  15,059 
to  1,  which  IS  nearly  the  present  relative 
value  Of  gold  to  silver  bullion  in  the  mar- 
ket  of  Europe  t6  14,121  to  1,  making  a 
diflerence  of  5A  Uu  or  nearly  6  per  cent, 
in  the  relative  intrinsic  valu^  of  our  gold 
and  silver  coin. 

<<  Under  thu  arrangement  it  is  evidently 
impossible  that  gold  can  continue  to  eir- 
coiate  in  this  country;  for  unless  there 
was  a  gold  price  and  a  silver  price  for  all 
commodities;  gold  coin  can  only  have 
the  same  avail  in  mdcing  purchases  as 
atlver  coin ;  that  is,  it  would  have  6  per 
cent  less  cf  efBcaqr  in  di^  purchase  of 
commodities  in  these  his  majesty's  domi- 
nfons  thiln  in  the  rest  of  Europe ;  a  diibr- 
ence  rnort^  thaik  suflfcieftt  to  force  its 

being  exported  m  mmmt  it  k  iiioed 
from  the  Bank. 
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<'  The  Bank,  therefore,  muse  be  stib- 
jetted  to  a  ^reat  loss  from  a  constant  de* 
asand  for  gold,  whilst  it  continued  to  issue 
ita  paper— a  demu^d  not  naturally  arising 
from  the  state  of  the  circidation,  but  in- 
evitably resultinff  from  the  profit  afforded 
by  the  exportation  of  gold ;  and  this  loss  . 
must  be  the  more  formidable,  as  under 
the  present  svstem  of  our  paper  circula* 
tioo>  the  Bank  of  Enffland  is  hable  to  pro- 
vide gold,  not  only  for  its  own  notes  but 
through  its  own  notes,  if  they  are  allowed 
to  remain  in  circulation,  for  all  the  paper 
issued  by  the  private  bankers  diroughout 
the  kingdom. 

2.  •'Because,  though  the  profits  the 
Bank  has  acquired  since  the  Restriction, 
have  been,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  com- 
munity, large  beyond  example,  yet  these 
profits  wookl,  without  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity, be  exhausted  if  they  continued 
their  panef  in  drculstion  under  the  56 
Geo.  Srd,  cap.  88,  as  it  Is  impossible  that 
any  capital  could  continue  to  sustain  the 
opeiation  ofpurchasing  gold  at  the  price 
it  woidd  infallibly  hold  in  the  market, 
when  measured  by  our  silver  coin,  and 
paying  ii  away  at  the  rate  of  5/.  lit.  lOf  if. 
per  ounce,  to  persons  who  could  alone 
realise  the  profit,  which  its  comparative 
intrinsic  value  secures,  by  exporting  it ; 
for  that  aet  provides,  under  severe  penal- 
ties, that  **  no'penon  shaH,  bv  any  means, 
devise,  shift  or  Contrivance  whatsoever,  re- 
ceive or  pay  for  any  gold  coin,lawfol]y  cur- 
rent within  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  any  more  or  less  in  va- 
lue, benefit,  profit  or  advantage,  than  the 
true  lawful  value  which  such  gold  coin  doth 
or  shall  by  its  denomination  import :  nor 
shaH  utter  or  receive  anv  piece  or  pieces 
of  ffold  coin  of  this  reafm  at  any  greater 
or  higbei^  rate  or  value,  nor  at  any  leas 
or  lower  rate  or  value,  than  the  same  shaH 
be  current  for  in  payment  according  to 
the  rates  and  values  declared  and  set 
upon  them  pursuant  to  law." 

8.  **  Because,  as  I  cannot  hdp  regard- 
ing the  declarations  made  in  the  coixrse  of 
the  debate  on  this  subject,  that  every 
thing  had  been  done  on  the  part  of  tlio 
government,  and  of  the  Bank,  to  quafifo^ 
It  to  resume  payments  in  cash  On  deinand« 
as  tending  to  deceive  parliament,  whilst 
the  56th  of  the  king,  cap.  88,  remains  in 
force ;  so  I  cannot  concur  in  passing  an 
act  for  the  resumption  of  cash  payments 
on  ChA  5th  of  Jolt»  1819,  or  At  any  other 
Aefihite  perhid,  without  refiMnee  to  the 
'altetatioa  m  repaal  tf  that  hw;  for  I 
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should  feel  myAelfi  b^  such  conduct,  a 
pnrty  to  a  gross  deceit  which  parliament 
will  practise  on  the  people  of  this  country, 
by  passing  an  act  which  seems  to  assume 
the  possibility  that  the  Bank  may,  without 
ruin  to  the  establishment,  resume  and 
continue  its  ancient,  salutary  practice  of 
paying  in  cash  on  demand,  wnilst  the  pro* 
visons  of  that  act,  are  in  force. 

(Signed)    "  Lauderdale." 


Educatiok    of   the    Poor    Bill.] 
The  Earl  of  Rosdj/n^  in  moving  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  bill,  said,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  expatiate  on  the 
advantages  of  education  to  all  classes  of 
society,  as  he  believed  that  this  advantage 
was  now  generally  acknowledged,  and  that 
the  prevailing  prejudices  on  the  subject 
had  all  gradually  been  worn  away.    His 
lordship  pointed  out  the  advantages  that 
Scotland  had  derived  from  the  blessings 
of  education,  and  contrasted  them  with 
the  disadvantages  that  England  and  Ire- 
land experienced  from  the  want  of  it. 
Into  whatever  country  Scotchmen  emi- 
'{p'ated,  they  had    always  succeeded  in 
improving  and  humanizing  that  country 
as  well  as  in  deriving  emolument  from  the 
exercise  of  their  own  talents  and  acquire- 
ments*   The  number  of  Scotch  beggars 
was  not  above  one  in  a  hundred  compared 
with  the  Irish  ;  and  yet  the  funds  for  the 
iiupport  of  education  in  Scotland  were 
exceedingly  small;    but  they  were  well 
managed,  and  no  abuses  existed:  whereas, 
in  England,  abuses  had  prevailed  in  the 
administration  of  charitable  funds  from 
the  earliest  period,  down  to  the  present 
moment.    Ttie  noble  earl  then  referred  to 
various  ancient  and  modern  acts  of  par- 
liament, the  preambles  of  which  distinctly 
acknowledged    the    existence    of   these 
abuses,  and  tlie  necessity  of  finding  a 
rem^edy.    He  referred  also  to  the  various 
commissions  that  had  issued  at  different 
times,  but  the  powers  of  which  being  in- 
sufficient, they  had  all  failed  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  object.    The  ex- 
istence of  the  abuses  being  thus  proved 
beyond   a    doubt,    the    only     question 
that  remained  was,  as  to  the  sort  of  re- 
medy that  should  be  adopted.    The  pro- 
visions of  Mr.  Gilbert's  act  had  been 
found  wholly  inefficient.    The  52nd  of  his 
majesty,  though  well  meant,  had  only  en- 
abled parties  to  attempt  redress  by  com- 
mencing a  chancery  suit;   and  to  say 
nothing  of  the  unavoidable  delay  and  ex- 
penses of  such  a  proceedingi  who  was 
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there  that,  with  no  hope  of  reward,  of 
even  of  indemnity,  would  enter  on  such  » 
course  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  ?    A  corn* 
mission  then,  armed  with  the  requisite 
powers  by  parliament,  was  the  only  mode 
by  which  any  check  could  be  imposed  on 
the  existence  and  increase  of  these  abuses^ 
When  he  considered  that  within  the  last 
fifty  years  the  poor-rates  bad  increased^ 
from  700,000^.  to  nearly  a,000,000f.  be 
thought  it  highly  proper  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  all  charitable  fui»4U  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  should  be  made  at 
the  same  time.    Those  charities  were  the 
property  of  the  public ;  and  it  was  too^ 
absurd  to  say,  that  any  private  inter^rta 
could  be  affected  or  should  be  considered 
in  their  examination.     His  lordship  then 
detailed  the  chief  provisions  of  the  bilL 
They  were  for  the  appointment  of  four« 
teen  commissioners,  six  of  whom  were  to> 
have  no  salaries,  and  all  of  them  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  which  would,  he 
hoped,  in  a  case  of  such  importance,  use 
due  discretion  jin  making  the  appointment* 
The  commission  was  to  be  armed  with 
power  to  examine  on  oath,  and  to  call  for 
papers,  persons,  an4  records.    His  lord- 
ship then  concluded  by  moving,  that  the 
bill  should  be  read  a  second  time.    After 
the  general  approbation  with  which  the 
measure  had  been  received,  and  the  ex- 
pectations it  had  excited,  he  thought  any 
opposition  to  it  could  not  but  be  discre* 
ditable,  and  attract  ill-will  on  their  lord- 
ships' House. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time.    Oa 
the  motion,  that  it  be  committed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  with  aa 
strong  a  sense  of  the  existence  of  abuses 
as  any  man  could  entertain,  and  he  hoped 
with  as  much  reprobation  of  them,  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  this  bill 
would  be  much  more  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  charities  than  any  mode  of 
proceeding  that  could  be  devised,  and 
therefore,  felt  bound  to  give  it  his  de- 
cided negative.  With  respect  to  the  52nd 
of  the  kmg,  an  act  which  was  certainly 
well  meant,  it  gave  a  summary  applica- 
tion to  the  court  of  chancery,  by  way  of 
petition.  He  begged  to  state,  that  the 
late  master  of  the  rolls,  sir  William  Grant, 
and  himself,  had  applied  themselves  in 
every  way  to  redress  the  evils  that  were 
pointed  out  to  them,  as  far  as  was  con- 
sistent with  the  rules  of  distributive  jus- 
tice; but,  in  the  end,  they  found  so  many 
difficulties  in  the  application  of  the  act» 
that  in  their  opinion,  aod  that  of  almost 
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waiy  that  by  their  ceport  they  had  sanc- 
tioned  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  from  one 
giiioea  to  twenty-ieven  shillings,  which  it 
had  been  usual  to  pay  on  the  admission  of 
aolicitors  to  practia e  m  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, although  there  was  in  existence  an 
act  of  parliament  which  expressed 
directly  that  such  fee  should  not,  in  any 
case,  exceed  one  shilling.  Some  kind 
friend  having  pointed  out  the  blunder,  the 
commissioners  published  the  supplement 
to  their  report,  •tftting  that  they  had  over- 
looked this  act.  'Diis  single  instance 
would  enable  the  House  to  jud^e  of 
the  mode  in  which  these  commissioners 
executed  their  duties,  and  of  the  suoerior 
fitness  of  masters  in  chancery  to  lorm  a 
part  of  such  a  commission,  when  they 
overlooked  an  act  relating  to  the  business 
of  their  own  offices,  l^t  this  commis- 
sion had  already  cost  the  country  21,000/., 
although  the  Irish  commisifion,  which  had 
done  its  duty  so  much  more  effectuallyi 
cost  only  16,000^. ;  and  the  Scotch  com* 
mission  only  10,000/.  He  therefore  moved, 

**  That  the  Committee  of  Finance 
having,  in  their  tenth  Report,  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  House  the  appomt- 
ment  of  two  masters  in  chancery  as  com* 
Bsissiooers  to  examine  into  the  English 
courts  of  justice.;  and  having  ad- 
▼erted  to  the  considerable  expense  in- 
curred, and  the  tendency  to  prolong 
their  duration,  in  commissions  of  this 
nature;  . 

'I  The  House  does  entirely  agree  with 
their  committee  in  the  opinions  there  ex- 
pressed, that  no  unnecessary  delay  should 
he  allowed  to  take  place,  that  frequent 
returns  of  the  progress  of  r  those  commia- 
aions  should  be  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  that  an  expeditious  and  diligent  exe- 
cution of  aoch  impprtant  examinations 
can  hardly  be  supposed  where  any  of  the 
.commissioners  have  other  official  duties  to 
perform/' 

Mr.  Batkurst  opposed  the  motion,  and 
defended  the  conauct  of  the  English  com- 
.missioners.  Wii^h  respect  to  the  neglect, 
on  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  dwelt,  he 
.read  the  act  in  which  the  abolition  of  the 
.fee  in  question  had  been  rendered  perpe- 
tual, and  in  which  the  subject  was  mixed 
up  with  various  others  of  a  heterogeneous 
nature,  and  asked  whether  it  was  so  very 
.  culpable  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners 
not  to  have  adverted  to  an  act  under  such 
.circumstances,  which  had  not  been  en- 
forced for  so  many  years  i  With  respect 
to  masters  in  chancery,  he  conceived  them 
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highly  proper  persons  to  be  on  such 
a  commission;  for  although  they  were 
unable  to  devote  their  time  exclusively  to 
the  object  of  the  commission,  yet  their 
experience  atoned  for  that  inconvenience. 
Comparing  the  number  of  days  occupied 
by  the  English,  the  Irish,  and  the  Scotch 
commissions,  and  the  number  of  pages  in 
the  reports  which  they  had  submitted  to 
the  House,  he  showed,  that,  in  both  re- 
spects, the  English  commissioners  had  the 
preponderance :  and  he  described  parti- 
cularly the  elaborate  manner  in  which 
they  nad  proceeded  in  their  inquiries ;  so' 
that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  ground  for  the  censure  cast  on 
them  by  the  right  hon.  baronet.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he*  objected  to  a  re- 
solution which  was  founded  on  mere 
truisms;  and  should  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Courtenay  corrected  the  right  hon. 
baronet  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
particular  fee  in  question,  which  fee,  it 
pad  been  the  practice  for  thirty  or  forty 
years  to  pay,  and  which  the  commis- 
sioners, on  investigation,  found  to  be  but 
a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the  labour 
performed.  To  have  omitted  to  discover 
the  abolition  of  this  fee,  in  an  act  which 
embraced  a  variety  of  unconnected  sub- 
jects was  the  single  blot  which  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  been  enabled  to  discover 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners. 
If  the  right  hon.  baronet  could  adduce 
any  more  serious  charge  against  those 
gentlemen,  they  would  be  most  anxious 
that  he  should  bring  it  forward,  that  it 
might  undergo  a  thorough  investigation ; 
in  which  case  he  was  persuaded  it  would 
appear  that  their  duties  had  been  most 
anxiously  and  faithfully  performed. 

Mr.  Webber^  advertmg  to  the  compari* 
son  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy 
of*  Lancaster,  between  the  labours  of  the 
Enelbh,  Irish,  and  Scotch  commissions, 
derended  the  Irish  commissioners  from  the 
imputation  which  that  comparison  itaplied, 
and  contended  tliat  they  had  performed 
their  arduous  duties  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

Mr.  Batkurit  disclaimed  the  intention 
.of  making  any  invidious  comparieon 
between  the  commissioners. 

The  Solicitor  General  observed,  that 
the  object  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  in  the 
comparison  which  he  had  made,  was 
merely  to  show  that,  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
commiuions  having  done  well,  the  Eng- 
Ibh   commission   bad  done  at  least  aa 
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iKlminidtered  irith  tfie  hmt  p6s^h  e3^ 
perAe:    But    tUt   truth  wia,    that    t^o 
jtidgetcoM  not  etmtriv6  to  get  through 
tfile  l^inefis  of  tTie  Iffottfi^m  dttctvft,  at 
lli'e'  Stt^cAer  BMmase^^  Uni  thus  an  increased 
eiq^emte  was  iitconied'  through  the  retna- 
nets.  There  trete  no  doufiit  some  wftnetrises 
eitalnrned   b)efore   the   c6mtnTftee,    who 
difR^ed  fhntf  fiin  vie^s  of  tfife  subject. 
^Two  gentletn^il  of  tfre  MgheM  riespectabi- 
IS«^yp»Hfeofia>l^  dissented  fVom  htm;  but 
whil^  hfe  ffcknotrledged  tbdrfespectabik't^j^, 
be  certflirdy  could  not  subscribe  to  their 
readsofring,   ed^ecially  wb^  tliejr  mab- 
tilii^d  tne  opinion,  that  if  two  assizes 
#Khin  tlie  year  were  appointed  to  take 
phte^  in  the  fotrr  countiet  referred  to, 
they  would  9erte  to  produce  mote  littetf- 
Mon.    If  indeed  tbb  reasoning  were  vmld, 
ittid  the  opinion  sounds  an  end  should  be 
put  to  tne  second  assizes  in  the  other 
circuits^. — But  lid  atf  apology  f6r  declining 
to  considef  itt&d  rettedy  the  evil  to  which 
he  htfd^  edited  the  af  terrtion  df  the  House, 
he  understood  it  was  said,  that  ft  wotild 
be  imprudent  to*  meddle  with  the  ^Jtem 
which  had  exited  for  centuries;    What, 
Was  if  to  be  apprehended  that  there  wab 
•onfething  like  a  spell  belongitig  to  this 
system  ofeY^,  whicn  if  touched  the  bubble 
WouldjE^uftt?    Bbt  the  apprehension  was 
chhnerical,  atid  at  mere  pretence  fbr  those 
1^0  did  not  wish  to^  look  att  the  ^1  hi  the 
ftce^n^ho  were  not  anidous  tb  teCure 
the  proberlldtnihistrtfticln  of  justice.  Upon 
the  autnorities  afid  citdesr  He  ha(d  cited,  he 
was  bdld  to  sky,   that  justice  was  not 
ph>perly  addiinistered  in   the  Northern 
circuit,  but  especially  in  the  four  c6untie6 
tb  Which  be  more  particulctrly  referred. 
Why,  then,  should  minister^  shrink  from 
the  consideration  of  stn  adequate  remedy 
M  the  sydtetri  complained  of  ?    The  ap- 
ptehenfiHon  of  any  danger  fhom  the  chanffe 
so  much  d^dif  ed.  Was  perfectly  idle.    No 
danger  or  incohvetiience  had  resulted  to 
Scotland  ftottf  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  censthution  of  its  courts  fbr  the 
adminlstratieh  of  justice.  First,  the  court  of 
ses^ion^  Was  divided  'mib  tvTo  chambers, 
atid  neifct  a  nfeW  coun  was  created  fbr  the 
trial  of  civil  cctuseg  bf  iury.    Vet  ttie  law 
of  Scotland  Was  never  round  tb  itxS^  any 
injury  fV'Otn  the  chan^^.  While  the  system 
of  adtnim'stering  justicd  ^at  hiatetially 
iiinptoved.  Upoh  what  gr6uhd,  then,  could 
ahy  (bar  be  eutertafA^,  thM  the  law  of 
Englahd  would  6e  injured,  or  M  cbniiiitU- 
tito  endangeM^  by  the  $&(fii^ti6A  df  a  d^ 


courts  of  justice  f    The  Report  on  Ifte- 
table   showed    the   ftecesaity   of   somef 
changie ;  and  watf  it  too  mudi  tUf  requires 
of  ministers  not  to  make  any  immediate  ar- 
rangement, but  to  take  tne  sut)|ect  into^ 
consideration  in  the  course  of  the  recess  f 
The  correct  and  conscientious  nmnner  iir 
which  the  judges  attended  to  their  dutiev 
waa  universally  admitted  and  apprfaudied. 
the  fUore,  indeed,  tfie  conduct  of  these 
meritoriout  individuals  Was  inouired  into» 
the  m6re  they  must  be  secure  or  the  appro- 
bation and  respect  df  the  country.    Vet^ 
with  dSi  their  diliffeUce,  they  found  it  isa^ 
possible  to  get  £rough  all  the  business 
i^i^ed  to  them.    And,  first,  with  regard 
to  me  court  of  King's-bench,  it  was  ft 
fact,  that  that  court  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  decide  upon  the  motions  for  new  triala 
from  the  last   stnhmer   assizes  of  the 
northerh  circuit*    Ife  was,  indeed,   ae^ 
quainted  with  an  instance,  in  which  sucb 
motions  were  not  determined  upon  until 
the  last  day  of  the  Trinity  term ;    the 
judges  sitting  to  hear  motions  until  12 
d'clock  at  night  upon  that  day.    Thua 
parties  could  not  possibly  receive  notice 
m  due  time  to  be  prepared  fbr  a  new  trial 
at  the  succeeding  assizes.    Here  the  bon. 
member  animadverted  uptm  the  course  of 
pToceedhig  at  Serjeants'-inn,  where  the 
judges  sat  Upon  st  flctiony  fbr  they  could 
hear,  but  cduld  not  determide  certam  pointa 
at  that  court.    He  disliked  this  mode  of 
proceeding  altogether ;  fot  he  wished  the 
courts  to  be  alwttys  public,  and  that  the* 
judges  should  act  before  a  numerous  and 
enlightened  bar,  which  waa  ttot  so  practi^ 
cable  at  Serjeants'-inn.  But  the  judges  were 
too  much  occupied,  and  thererore,  amon^ 
the  remedies,  he  would  propose  an  addi- 
tion to  their  strength.    Such  an  addition 
he  had,  indeed,  long  thought  necessary^ 
and  such  also  he  fbund  to  be  the  opinion 
of  many  intelligeht  gentlemen  whom  he 
had   consulted   upon   the  subfect.    He 
suggeited,  therefore,  that  two  *  commis- 
sioners should  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
judges,  those  cummtssioners  to  be  clothed 
with  all  the  authority  of  the  judicial  func- 
tion^  aUd  to  be  invested  With  that  autho- 
rity fbr  life,  Witik  a  view  to  render  them^ 
ai  well  as  the  jiidges,  independent  of  go- 
vernment, if  it  were  said  that  serJeants 
nfight  be  eiUployed,  as  they  occasionally 
were,  in  ofiiciatirig  fbr  the  judges,  and 
thdt  his  su^^listion  was  superfluous,  he 
shotild  answer,  that  to  satiify  the  public 
wM,  perscitis  actudly  inreated  witn  the 
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JMdicHd  authority  were  ntceiiary  io  tiie 
lulministration  of  justice.  He  had  heard 
of  a  plan  to  send  some  ferjeaats  at  the  Lent 
atikes  to  deliver  the  gs^  of  the  four 
coantiei  to  which  he  alluded;  but  Uiu 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  aoawer  the  ends 
of  justioe*  or  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  those  counties.  It  was  known, 
that  at  the  Old  Bailey  the  judges  of  the 
land  unlConnlj  attencfed  to  uy  the  eapital 
felonies^ although  the  recorder  and  the  com- 
lanon  Serjeant  were  always  in  the  commissioo. 
if  from  the  number  of  the  judges  tbey 
were  deemed  incompetent  to  perfonn  the 
duties  assigned  to  them,  that  number  then 
should  be  mcreased ;  in  each  of  the  ex- 
isting courts  a  new  court  should  be  ap- 
pointed, and  any  expense  that  might  arise 
out  of  such  an  arrangement  should  not  he 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  public  justice.  There  were 
many  parts  of  the  business  connected  with 
Che  court  of  KingVbench  which  jaight 
tie  done  out  of  court;  for  instance,  the 
taking  of  bail,  with  all  cases  connected 
with  SQUigglersy  insolvent  debtors,  and 
judgments  under  certiorari.  The  judges 
of  lul  the  courts  were  called  upon  to  do  a 
ipreat  deal  of  chamber  business,  espedally 
in  cases  from  the  Tax  office.  Now,  sup- 
pose the  judges  were  relieved  from  all  this 
busincM  through  the  commissioners  whom 
he  had  before  mentioned,  they  would  na- 
turally become  more  quali6ed  for  the  due 
performance  of  other  psrts  of  their  judi- 
cial duty,  and  such  qualification  was  es- 
aentially  necessaiy.  For  the  wealth  of 
the  countiy  had  so  much  ineieased  with 
its  commercial  advancement  and  colonial 
connexion,  that  the  s^me  number  of 
iudges  which  existed  in  the  reign  of 
Elisabeth  could  not  be  deemed  competent 
to  discharge  the  increased  law  business  of 
4he  present.  They  were  not,  in  fact,  able 
to  do  it,  and  hence  the  admmistration  of 
justice  was  impeded.  If  it  should  be  said, 
that  the  executive  government  was  not 
prepared  to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon 
this  subject  at  present,  he  should  express 
his^  astonishment,  for  ministers  had  had 
quite  time  enough  for  pKeparation,  his 
orwinal  .motion  having  been  made  at  an 
eany  period  of  the  session,  and  the  le- 
port  of  the  committee  .to  which  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  having  been  three  months 
«ipon  the  table.  Still  he  would  not  call 
vpon  aunistera  to  ei^iMSS  any  decided 
Opinion,  but  merely  to  promise  the  ceo- 
eideration  of  the  subject  in  the  course  of 
4be  seoei9»  when  they  nsjght  coneult  the 


judges  aad  the  Crow^  lawyers  as  to  the 
measures  most  eiLpedient  to  be  adopted. 
He  had  the  authorUy  of  Mr.  Scarlett,  who 
was  the  leader  of  «the  bar  upon  the 
northern  circuit  (which  aiOhority,  by-tbe- 
by,  was  in  opposition  to  the  intefest  qf 
his  own  practice),  that  without  sonie 
change  in  the  system  to  which  his  m<^Qn 
ireferrad,  jimtioe  could  not  be  duly  adminis- 
tered. He  had  also  the  auihoriu  of 
baron  Wood,  with  that  of  other  judges, 
and  several  eminent  counsel.  Tne  nfi' 
nion  of  the  people  of  the  several  counties 
which  he  had  mentioned  was  decidedly 
with  him.  He  did  not  know  wbetliec 
the  opinion  of  the  minisWr  was  with 
him;  but  Itt  Uusted  that  that  House 
would  support  a  motion  called  far  by  the 
preMure  of  sudh  injustice  as  he  bad  de- 
scribed, and  approved  of  by  such  autheri- 
tie^  as  he  had  cited.  The  hon.  member 
concluded  with  moving,  ^'  That  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  .ro^al 
highness  the  Prince  R^ent,  icpresenting 
to  his  royal  highness,  that  this  House 
hiaviag  taLen  into  their  consideration  the, 
report  of  the  Sdect  committee  on  the  ad- 
mmistration of  justice  upon  the  northern 
circuit,  humblv  request  that  his  royal 
highness  will  be  ^^iouslv  pleased  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  shall  give  to  the 
counties  of  Westmorland*  Cumberland, 
Durham,  and  Northumberland,  and  the 
town  and  county  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  the  benefit  of  a  general  Gaol  De- 
livery, and  a  Commission  of  Assize  and 
Nisi  Prius  twice  in  each  year;  and  to  as- 
sure his  Royal  Highness  that  this  Houae 
will  make  good  any  expense  attending  ihe 


Lord  CaUier^agh  said,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  the  general  principle  of 
the  hon*  member's  motion,  but  to  observe* 
that  as  the  House  was  not  prepared  to 
come  to  any  decision  upon  Che  case*  it 
would,  hi  his  view,  be  better  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  present.  For  himself 
he  m  ust  say,  that  he  w«s  not  yet  prepased 
to  pronounce  any  opinion  upon  tne  merits 
of  the  oase ;  Ck  althouj^h  he  had  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  which  the  re- 
port on  the  table  affi»rded,  to  consult  those 
who  were  most  competent  to  form  a  judg- 
ment, yet,  from  the  variety  of  engage- 
ments to  which  those  eminent  iodlvaluals 
had  to  attend,  he  found  that  they  had  not 
suffident  leisuK  to  consider  the  subject, 
so  as  to  deviso  an  adequate  remedy  for 
the  evil  complained  of.  This  evil  be  ad- 
mitted to  exist>  but  like  many  other  evils 
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tilt,  by  bills  of  exdiange,  to  the  arooan^ 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  founds,  ^as 
not  subject  to  the  bankrupt  laws;  but  if 
he  bought  or  sold  a  bushel  of  ore,  he  be- 
came liable  to  them.  The  committee^ 
therefore,  recommended  tlfat  the  bankrupt 
laws  should  be  extended  to  all  whose  deal* 
ings  require  that  credit  should  be  obtained 
by  bills  of  exchange  or  olherwi^«  and 
that  persons  who  are  not  generally  so  en- 
gaged, should  not  be  subject  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws,  in  respect  of  occasional  or 
casual  acts  of  buying  and  selling.  The 
next  regulation  of  importance  was,  as  to 
acts  of  bankruptcy.  The  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, on  which  comn^ibsions  were  at  pre* 
sent  generally  issued  was,  the  debtor  deny- 
ing himself  to  thecreditortoavoidademand 
for  debt.  It  was  evident  that  this  must 
be  done  in  concert  with  tlie  debtor,  and 
if  he  did  hot  wish  to  become  a  bankrupt, 
there  was  no  way  but  .by  arresting  him, 
and  keeping  him  in  prison  two  months; 
but  as  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  obtain 
bail,  he  might  avoid  being  imprisoned  so 
}ong,  that  in  the  mean  time  he  might  pay 
the  debts  of  his  ovif  n  family  or  friends,  and 
only  go  into  the  Gazette  when  all  his  pro* 
perty  was  disposed  of  or  dissipated.  The 
committee  had  thought  it  desirable  that 
traders  believing .  themselves  to  be  insol- 
vent, or  not  having  the  present  means  of 
paying  th^ir  debts,  should  be  permitted  to 
subscribe  and  lodge  with  the  secretary  of 
bankrupts  a  declaration  thereof,  whicli 
should  be  advertised  in  the  Gazette,  and 
thenceforth  be  deemed  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy. The  committee  had  also  thought 
that  it  would  be  beneficial,  if  the  following 
additions  were  made  to  the  acts  of  bank- 
ruptcy now  established  by  law,  viz.-— 

**  General  stoppage  of  payment  for  se- 
ven successive  days. — Being  absent  from 
home  thirty  days,  without  making  provision 
for  bills  of  exchange,  promissory  notes» 
or  ordinary  payments,  becoming  due. 

'<  That  after  notification  in  writing  left 
at  the  house  of  a  trader  twice  repeated^ 
allowing  a  period  of  seven  days  between 
^ach»  Inrot'ming  him  of  a  writ  having  been 
issued,  his  not  entering  an  appearance,  or 
putting  in  bail  within  nine  days  after  the 
third  notice ;  and  in  case  the  bail  shall  be 
excepted  to,  then  not  justifying  bail  in 
due  time  after  such  eiiceptioo,  such  tra* 
der  should  be  deemed  not  to  have  put  in 
bail  within  the  meaning  of  this  regulation  $ 
provided  such  trader  shall  be  within  the 
United  Kingdom  at  the  time  the  first  no- 
tice shall  have  been  so  luih 


,  **  A  trader  staying  abroad  to  defeat,  or 
delay  his  creditors,  although  he  may  noc 
have  gone  abroad  with  that  intention. 

**  A  trader  remaining  in  prison  apon 
civil  process  for  foorteen  days*" 

Other  regulations  were  proposed    r^* 
specting  warrants  of  attorney  and  deeds 
of  trusty  with  which  he  would  not  theix 
trouble  the  House.    Tde  next  poitit  he 
should  mentidn  was,  an  Improvement  in 
the  i-egalaCioB  for  securing  the  effects, 
books,  ^and  papers  of  the  bankrupt,    Tbm 
messenger   was   now  appointed   by  tbe 
solieitor  of  the  bankruptcy^  and  thus  if  that 
solicitor  had  a  leaning  towards  the  bank- 
rupt, the  taking  possession  of  tbe  property 
was    merely   nominal.     Tbe    meeaenger 
himself,  in  fact,  did  hot  take  possession  at 
all,  but  a  poor  fellow  was  put  in  the  hoaae 
at  3^.  a  day,  who  did  nothing,  and  wbo 
merely  lived  with  the  servants    of  tbe 
bankrupt.  If  he  was  in  easy  circumstaneea; 
He  should  propose  that  the  messengers 
should  be  made  independent  of  the  solicit 
tors.     Another   great   grievance  in  tbe 
present  system  was,  the  facility  of  provic^ 
debts  on  a  bankrupt's  estate.    One  of  tbe 
commissioners  had  stated,  that  the  whole 
proof  of  a  debt  was,  the  walking  down  to 
Guildhall  and  taking  an  oath.    He  did  not 
attribute    blame    to  the   commissioners; 
oonsidering   the  manner  in  which  they 
were  encumbered,  it  was  surprising  that 
they  did  so  well.    Guildhall,   on  a  busy 
day»  could  be  compared  to  nothing  but  a 
cock-fight ;  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  a 
scene  of  greater  confusion.    This  facility 
of  proving  debts  led  to  perpetual  fraud 
and  perjury.    As  to  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  commissioners,  the  com* 
mittee  was  of  opinion,  that  though  regit* 
lations  would  be  advantageous,  the  power 
of  making  them  should  be  in  the  bands  of 
the  commissioners  themselves,  especially 
if  additional  room  could  be  obtained  fbr 
their  accommodation.    It  was  also  pro- 
posed, that  the  particulars  of  any  debt 
proposed  to  be  proved  should  be  delivered 
in  to  the  commissioners  four  days  prior  t9 
the  proving.    It  was  also  proposed^  that 
a  registry  should  be  established,  to  con* 
tain  all  informalibn  respecting  bankrupt* 
cies,  to  which  the  public  might  apply. 
He  ^ould  also  pi-opose  to  give  tbe  com- 
missioners the  power  of  striking  off  debts 
which  had  been  improperly  proved ;  for, 
fit  present^  if  a  debt' was  admitted,  tfaough 
it  was  discovered  that  itwaa  a  bad  one 
two  minutes  after,  tbe  commiaaionen  had 
no  power  to  expunge  it»  exoept  on  pelitioa 
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Poor  Laws,  the  poor  were  not  unprovided  I 
ibr.  With  regard  to  his  own  views  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Poor  Laws,  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  submitted  those  views 
to  the  House  within  the  present  session* 
in  the  shape  of  Resolutions,  which  should 
fully  explain  his  opinion ;  but  he  was  pre- 
vented from  so  doing,  bv  the  varietyothis 
avocations,  and  especially  bv  the  pressure 
of  his  engagement  upon  the  subject  of 
charitable  institutions;  for  this  pressure 
was  of  an  extraordinary  character  indeed, 
as  independently  of  the  mass  of  documen- 
tary evidence  communicated  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  occupied  three  or  four  hours 
each  day  in  the  examination  of  parole 
^idence.  To  this  it  was  material  to  at- 
tend, as  it  was  justly  felt  desirable  that  a 
report  from  that  committee  before  the 
termination  of  the  session  should  be  made; 
his  time  was  therefore  filled  up,  as  he  had 
to  draw  up  the  report  upon  a  subject,  to 
which  the  country  anxiously  looked.  For 
this  reason,  among  others,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  decline  the  proposition  of  any 
resolutions  upon  the  subject  of  the  Poor 
Laws.  He  was,  indeed,  unwilling  to 
bring  forward  those  resolutions  untd  he 
could  accompany  the  proposition  of  its 
principles  with  the  statement  of  his  de- 
tails ;  for  there  were  many  who  might  be 
scared  by  the  former,  unless  they  had  an 
epportunity  of  considering  the  latter. 
Therefore  he  declined  to  submit  his  plan 
to  the  House  until  it  was  accompanied 
t^y  a  complete  explanation.  This  expla- 
nation he  nad  not  yet  had  time  to  digesti 
in  consequence,  particularly  of  his  em- 
ployment in  the  committee  upon  the  sub- 
lect  of  charitable  institutions.  It  might 
De  asked,  why  should  the  committee  upon 
this  subject  continue  to  sit,  after  it  was 
determined  in  the  bill  which  had  passed 
the  House,  to  appoint  a  commission  of 
inquiry  by  the  government  ?  He  would 
immediately  abandon  the  committee,  if 
he  could  look  with  any  confidence  to  the 
commission;  but  he  must  say  that  he 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  prospect  of 
such  a  commission  after  what  had  recently 
transpired.  When  he  heard  of  dbjections 
elsewhere,  to  Ihe'puraose  of  diis  inquiry 
proceedinff,  hewoula  not  say  from  any 
fellow  feeling  with  the  abuses  which  it 
was  intended  to  correct,  or  from  any  per- 
sonal interest  in  those  abuses,  but  from 
grounds  which  had  been  unaccountably 
conjured  up  with  a  view  to  palliate  resis- 
tance,^ he  could  not  look  to  the  proposed 
rromminion  with  any  very  sanguine  cd- 
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culation.  He  had  heard  of  a  learned 
person  stating  elsewhere,  that  however 
well  inclined  to  the  proposition  of  this  in- 
quiry origmally,  he  was  adverse  to  the  bill 
to  which  that  inauiry  referred,  because;' 
truly,  that  bill  haa  been  lately  very  much 
altered.  But  what  would  the  House  think 
of  this  statement  when  informed  that  all 
the  alterations  which  had  taken  place 
were  suggested  by  that  learned  person 
himself  [Hear,  hear  I] ;  that  indeed  every 
one  of  those  alterations  was  written  by 
that  learned  person,  and  consented  to 
with  a  view  to  do  that  which  was  almost 
impossible,  namely,  to  settle  his  doubts 
[Hear,  hear !  ana  a  laugh.]  That  such 
was  the  fact  he  was  able  to  show  fi^om  the 
manuscript  of  the  person  alluded  to; 
which  manuscript  was  m  his  possession.  The 
main  objection  to  the  proposed  inquirywas, 
forsooth,  that  it  mi^ht  go  too  far.  What ! 
go  too  far  in  exposing  and  correcting  abu- 
ses !  But  if  the  bill  should  be  returned 
to  the  House  with  those  clauses  which  it 
had  rejected  by  decisive  majorities,  he 
trusted  its  spirit  and  principle  would  repel 
the  mockery.  The  House  was  indeed 
called  upon  to  do  so  from  a  respect  to 
the  opimon  of  the  country,  as  well  as  frwa 
a  solicitude  for  the  object,  and  a  regard 
to  the  character  of  its  own  consistency; 
but,  upon  the  grounds  he  had  stated,  he 
felt  the  propriety  of  urging  the  committee 
to  continue  its  investigations.  The  result 
of  those  investigations  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  serve  to  secure  the  attainment  of 
the  object  in  view,  in  spite  of  timid,  panic 
struck  alarmists— in  ipite  of  sceptical, 
speculative  legislators-— in  spite  of  auib- 
bling,  subtle  lawyers— m  spite  of  tnose 
whom  he  was  unwilling  to  name  [Hear, 
hear!].  The  committee  upon  this  sub« 
ject  would,  he  trusted,  prosecute  its  in* 
quiries,  andavail  itself  of  its  privileges  and 
power  to  collect  the  fiiUest  information 
with  a  view  to  attain  the  object  m  view. 
The  spontaneous  communications  to  that 
committee  manifested  the  interest  univer- 
sally felt  m  that  object  All  parts  and 
parties,  all  sects  and  cUsses  of  the  people, 
evinced  their  desire  to  promote  the  pur- 
poses of  the  committee;  and  whatever 
mi^t  be  the  power  which  reristed,  or  the 
artifice  which  thwarted  that  purpose,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  sense  of  the  coun- 

S  would  serve  to  insure  its  success, 
e  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  concluded 
with  giving  notice  of  a  motion  for  Tues- 
day, upon  the  subject  to  which  his  obser- 
vatioos  referred* 
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rejected  the  propoiition,  from  an  itnpves-  l 
tion  of  its  impropriety;  nay,  his  loroship 
declined  even  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  oc- 
casioned by  death  in  the  list  promulgated 
by  the  order  of  lord  Rosslyn.  The  hon. 
member  proposed  that  the  trial  of  com- 
tnissions  of  bankruptcy  in  the  country 
should  be  put  an  end  to  altogether,  and 
that  such  trials  should  take  place  exdu- 
aively  in  London.  Such  an  arrangement 
night  be  deemed  inconvenienti  but  he 
was  fully  assured  that  it  would  be  produc- 
tive, on  the  whole,  of  much  less  expense 
and  more  justice. — ^These  were  the  views 
of  the  committee  of  which  he  bad  the 
lionour  to  be  a  member,  and  which  had 
been  sitting  about  two  years,  during 
which  they  had  investigated  the  subject 
with  all  the  diligence  in  their  power.  If 
it  were  said,  that  he  ought  to  have  brought 
forward  the  subject  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session,  he  should  state  in  his  justifi* 
cation  and  that  of  the  committee,  that  the 
proposition  was  not  delayed  longer  than 
appeared  necessary  to  enable  the  com- 
mittee to  complete  its  labours.  The  sub- 
ject was  found  by  the  committee  to  be 
attended  with  great  difficulties;  to  be 
involved,  indeed,  in  such  legal  subtleties, 
that  the  employment  of  a  solicitor  was 
felt  to  be  mdispensable.  They  had  ac^ 
cordingly  employed  Mr.  Freshfield,  from 
whom  they  had  recehred  the  most  impor- 
tant assistance.  The  committee  had,  in 
the  course  of  its  inquiries,  directed  its 
attention  to  Ireland,  and  upon  consulting 
several  Irish  gentlemen,  ttiey  found  that 
the  sister  island  was  not  merely  as  ill  off 
as  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
really  rather  worse.  He  understood, 
bowever,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  that 
part  of  the  administration  which  was  con- 
nected with  Ireland,  to  propose,  for  the 
benefit  of  that  country,  any  law  which 
might  be  adopted  upon  the  subject,  and 
found  advantageous  in  England.  The 
hon.  member  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  laws  relatmg  to 
Bankrupts." 

Sir  «A  ^fioporf  observed,  that  the  bank* 
ruptlaw,  which  was  rather  a  novel  system 
in  Ireland,  was  found  so  iniurious  in  that 
country,  that  the  wish  of  the  reflecting 
and  honest  part  of  the  people  was  rather 
to  have  the  law  abolished  altogether,  than 
submit  to  it  m  its  present  state.  It  was, 
in  fisct,  impossible  that  any  system  of 
commerce  or  fair  credit  could  go  on,  or 
that  fraud  could  be  guarded  against^  under 


such  a  system  as  the  bankrupt  law  in  Ire- 
land was  at  present. 

Mr.  Wrottesley  complimented  the  hon. 
mover,  on  the  great  Industry  and  ability 
which  he  had  exerted  in  the  inquiry.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  half  the  evils  com- 
plained of  would  be  done  away  if  the 
commissioners  of  bankrupts  were  better 
accommodated.  The  city  of  London  be 
knew  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  tn 
sit  in  Guildhall,  but  he  was  (^  opinion,  if 
a  situation  were  chosen  half  way  between 
Guildhall  and  Lincoln^  Inn,  that  it  would 
be  found  equally  convenient.  The  gentle- 
man wbo  bad  bniit  the  Custom^onset 
Mr.  Peto,  had  bou{(ht  Ftoiival's  Inn^ 
from  the  Society  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  had 
made  an  offer  to  build  proper  aooommoda- 
tion  for  all  the  cornmissioners,  and  the 
mon^  to  be  paid  by  instalments.  Sodi 
an  OTOT  was  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Lockhart  expressed  the  satisfaction 
he  felt  at  the  appeunmce  of  this  report  on 
a  subject  to  which  he  had  long  looked  with 
the  most  serious  apprehensions.  The  pre- 
sent state  of  the  bankrupt  laws  lea  to 
practices  which  were  dangerous  both  to 
the  morals  and  property  of  the  country. 
He  was  happy  to  find  tne  House  disposed 
to  establisn  a  discriminating  power  be* 
tween  the  honest  and  the  fraudulent 
trader,  by  making  it  the  interest  of  the 
bankrupt  to  disclose  the  state  of  his  af- 
fairs. He  approved  of  making  the  certi* 
ficate  depend  on  the  good  conduct  of  the 
par^i  and  of  vesting  a  considerable  dis- 
cretion in  the  commissioners  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  allowance. 

Mr.  Finlat^  assured  the  |Hoose,  that 
whatever  might  be  Uie  merits  of  the  re- 
port, they  were  chiefly  attributable  to  the 
talents  and  unwearied  industiy  of  the  bon. 
mover.  He  believed  nothing  could  be 
better  than  the  law  for  distributing  bank- 
rupts effiscts  in  Scotland,  and  nothing 
worse  than  the  system  as  it  existed  in 
Ireland. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bilL 

Lawd  Tax  AssassMxyT  m  WxsTMoa* 
LAND.]  Mr.  Brougham  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  wliat  must  be  i^ 
Srdedas  amost  flMprant  attempt  to  inters 
rewithtberigbto^lection.  Herethehon. 
and  learned  gentleman  read  a  notice  latelr 
circulated  in  Westmoriaad,  firom  the  clerk 
of  the  commissioners  for  assessing  tfie 
Land  Tax,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy:— <'  To  the  Assessors  of  the  Land 
Tax  fisr  the  township  of«*«*Take  netica 
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that  you  are  not  to  make  out  aoy  astest- 
ment  of  the  land  tax  till  fiurther  notice. 
John  Thompson,  Clerk.  Kendal,  9th 
May,  1818.''— Gentlemen  were  aware, 
that  if  the  freeholders  were  deprived  of 
an  opportunity  of  having  themselves  as« 
aessed  to  the  land  tax,  they  must  be  vir« 
tually  disfrandiised.  There  were  two 
ways  in  which  a  notice  of  this  nature 
TOght  operate :  first,  if  frediolders  were 
not  assessed  six  months  before  the  elec- 
tion, they  were  not  entitled  to  vote*  If 
it  were  said  that  the  dissolution  would 
take  place  so  soon,  that  this  was  a  trick 
without  an  object,  he  would  answer,  that 
be  did  not  know  that  the  dissolution  would 
take  place  ao  soon,  and  that  it  misht  be 
postponed  to  such  a  period  as  would  ^ve 
a  mischievous  opera|ion  to  this  trick. 
But  there  was  another  mode  in  which 
this  notice  might  have  «  bad  effect.  It 
was  notorious,  that  if  the  land  tax  was 
redeemed,  there  would  afterwards  be  no 
occasion  for  assessment;  but  then  that 
redemption  could  not  take  place  without 
previous  assessment,  and  this  circular, 
was  therefore  calculated  to  prevent  such 
redemption.  It  was  clear,  then,  that  this 
circular  had  a  direct  tendency  to  ooerate 
against  bonA  fide  voters,  by  precluding 
them  ft'om  putting  their  names  upon  the 
register  or  assessment*  This  notice 
formed,  in  fact,  one  of  the  grossest  at- 
tempts to  defraud  men  of  their  right  of 
voting,  that  ever,  perhaps,  was  brought 
under  the  consideratron  of  that  House* 
But  the  attempt  was  still  more  to  be  re* 
probated,  in  consequence  of  the  quarter 
from  whence  it  came.  'According  to  the 
established  law  of  the  country,  any  per* 
son  concerned  in  collecting^  the  taxes  was 
forbidden,  by  severe  penalties,  from  inter* 
feriug  m  elections.  Any  such  officer^  in- 
deed, interposing  in  any  degree  with  elec- 
tions, asking  an  elector  to  vole  or  not  to 
vote,  was  subject  to  a  pecuniary  penalty, 
as  well  as  to  be  dismissed  from  his  office, 
and  incapacitated  from  holding  any  office 
under  the  Crown  for  ever  afterwards. 
But  how  much  worse  was  the  Tax  office 
who  took  such  steps  as  must  render  it  im- 
possible for  electors  to  vote  at  all  ?  and 
such  was  the  tendency,  if  not  the  ioten* 
tion,of  the  notice  which  he  had  just  read. 
This  notice  involved,  indeed,  not  only  a 
breach  of  the  elective  franchise,  but  a 
violation  of  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
inasmuch  as  its  privileges  were  bound  up 
with  the  rights  of  its  constituents.  For 
ke  apprehended  that  it  was  the  duty  of 


this  officer  to  collect  the  taxes  in  the  most 
expeditious  manner.  So  then,  if  he  did 
not  collect  the  tax  from  A  or  B  as  soon 
as  was  practicable,  such  an  officer  must  bo 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty.  But  here  was 
a  case  in  which  a  collector  of  the  taxea 
spontaneously  and  wantonly  created  an 
obstacle  to  the  performance  of  his  own 
official  duty.  The  case  was  so  peculiarly 
flagrant,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  Before  any  other  proceeding  waa 
instituted,  it  was  necessary  to  move  for 
"  Copies  of  all  Letters  or  Notices  issued  by 
John  Thompson,  Clerk  to  the  Commis* 
sioners  of  the  Land  Tax  in  the  town  of 
Kendal,  relative  to  the  Assessment  of 
that  Tax,  during  the  last  two  months,  to- 
gether with  the  Names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners or  other  persons  by  whose  autho* 
rity  he  issued  the  same.'*  The  latter  part 
of  the  motion  he  proposed  because  he 
could  not  suppose  that  a  notice  of  thia 
nature  emanated  solely  from  John  Thomp« 
son,  and  he  could  not  apprehend  that  any 
part  of  the  motion  would  be  opposed, 
Decause  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  that 
any  minister  of  the  Crown,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  that  House,  could  have  any  con^ 
cern  in  such  a  transaction,  or  the  slightest 
wish  to  shelter  it  from  exposure  and  re* 
prehension. 

Mr.  Lushiagtan  rose,  not  with  any  view 
to  oppose  the  motion,  but  to  state  the  re« 
suit  of  the  inquiries  which  he  felt  it  hia 
duty  to  make  respecting  this  transaction. 
He  found  that  no  such  order  as  that  al« 
luded  to  had  been  signed  or  sanctioned 
by  the  Treasury,  nor  had  the  subject  ever 
been  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
that  board.  The  Tax  office,  he  as6er-> 
tained,  had  been  applied  to  in  the  month 
of  April,  upon  the  subject  of  some  cot- 
tages of  the  value  of  Mf.^each,  which  had 
never  before  been  assessed  to  the  land 
tax,  and  the  answer  was  this,  as  he  waa 
informed  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  ques-> 
tion  did  not  so  much  refer  to  the  value  of 
the  property  sought  to  be  assessed,  as  to 
the  title  of  the  proprietors.  From  the 
time  this  answer  was  returned  the  Tax 
office  had  heard  nothing  farther  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Brougham  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  Mr.  Lowndes,  or  any  officer  of 
the  government  should  direct  any  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  title  of  a  freeholder  Uk 
his  property  before  his  freehold  was  as- 
sessed to  the  land  tax.  For  no  such  in- 
quiry was  ever  contemplated  by  the  law^ 
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and  its  en^rcemieDt  would  obviously  tend 
to  produce  great  embarrassment,  if  not 
to  deprive  many  freeholders  of  their  right 
of  voting.  He  always  understood  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  collectors  of  the  revenue 
to  collect  as  much  as  they  could,  but  it 
would  seem  from  what  the  House  had 
just  heard,  that  those  collectors  should  be 
very  scrupulous  about  receiving  taxes. 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  had  misunderstood  him;  for 
the  note  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Lowndes  merely  stated,  that  the  com- 
missioners for  assessing  the  land  tax,  were 
empowered  to  assess  freeholds,  even  under 
the  va^ue  of  405.,  but  that  the  mere  assess- 
ment to  this  tax  did  not  constitute  the 
right  of  voting. 

Mr.  brougham  acquitted  Mr.  Lowndes, ' 
upon  the  hon.  m^emoer's  explanation,  of 
any  intention  to  direct  that  the  land  tax 
commissioners  should  inquire  into  the  title 
of  freeholders  who  sought  to  be  assessed, 
but  condemned  the  delivery  of  any  opinion 
•  at  all  upon  the  right  of  voting  by  tnis,  or 
any  other  tax  officer,  upon  a  question  re- 
lating  alone  to  taxes. 

Lord  Loxvther  thought  it  proper,  after 
what  had  passed  on  this  subject,  to  state 
that  he  knew  nothing  at  all  relative  to  the 
letter  which  'had  been  mentioned,  except 
what  he  gathered  from  a  London  news** 
paper.  He  understood  that  it  had  been 
copied  into  that  paper  from  a  county 
paper,  and  upon  reference  to  it,  he  found 
It  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  throw  dis- 
credit upon  the  truth  of  it  altogether ;  for 
this,  which  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
letter,  was  followed  by  a  paragraph,  in- 
tituled, «*  Election  Squib,'  containing  a 
despicable  and  insidious  falsehood,  the 
whole  object  of  which  was  to  depreciate  a 
certain  class  of  voters. 

Mr.  Brougham  did  not,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, intend  to  impute  to  the  noble  lord 
any  knowledge  of  the  letter.  H^  believed 
the  noble  lora  knew  no  more  about  it  than 
he  himself  did. 

Mr.  IVvnn  observed,  that  the  Tax  officjs 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  matter 
in  question,  except  so  far  as  it  related 
to  the  revenue;  and  that  least  of  all 
ought  it  to  have  interfered,  for  any  elec- 
tioneering purpose.  Such  inter&rence 
was  unconstitutional,  and  improper  to  a 
degree  that  required  the  utmost  repre- 
hension. 

'  8tr  James  Graham  said,  he  was  con- 
TiAced,  if  there  was  any  such  letter  at  all, 
thai  «faat  wliidi  had  been  given  in  the 


Commission  to  exandne  hUo  the  *  \99S 

newspaper,  could  not  be  the  whole  of  the 
letter. .  He  did  not  believe  that  any  such 
letter' as  that  signed  "  John  Thompson** 
had  ever  bei?n  written.  The  main  fact 
was,  that  many  persons  had  been  pressings 
forward  in  the  county  of  Westmorland, 
claiming  to  be  assessed  who  had  never  be^ 
fore  been  assessed  for  the  lapd  tax»  and 
whose  ancestors  even  had  never  been  as- 
sessed. Under  such  circunostances,  it 
was  very  natiiral  that  the  commissioners 
for  the  tax,  should  hs^ve  directed  inquiries 
to  be  made  into  such  cases.  9ut  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  corres- 
pondence which  had  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. Of  this  he  was  certain,  that  these 
with  whom  he  was  connected  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  transaction. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

CoMMISStON   TO   EXAMtKE   INTO   TRK 

English  Courts  or  Justice.}  Sir 
John  Newport  rose,  porsuant  to  notice, 
to  submit  to  the  House  a  motion  rela- 
tive to  the  Conimission  appointed  two 
years  ago  to  inquire  into  aouses  in  tbr 
Courts  of  Justice  in  England.  The  mo- 
tion which  he  jneant  to  propose  waa 
founded  on  a  passage  in  the  tenth  Report 
of  the  comratttee  of  Finance,  which  al- 
luded to  the  proceedings  of  these  com* 
missioners.  At  the  tinie  when  tbe  House 
agreed  to  his  motion  fqr  the  appointment 
of  these  commissioners,  he  had  expressed 
his  decided  opinion,  that  no  master  in 
chancery,  or  person  engaged  in  the  bus!* 
ness  of  that  court,  ought  to  be  nominated 
as  commissioners.  Contrary  to  his  opi- 
nion, however,  the  commission,  as  now 
constituted,  Jncluded  Mr.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  Alexander,  two  masters  ipchancery^ 
besides  other  eentle.men  in  the  profession 
of  the  law,  and  they  had  all  salaries  qf 
1,200^.  a  year.  Why  they  should  be  so 
largely  paid,  when  the  cdmmissioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  fame  purpose  in  Scotland 
had  only  800/.,  he  dtd  not  know.  But 
although  more  largely  paid,  it  appeared, 
that  iilstead  of  doing  their  duty.HTth 
more  activity  than  the  Irish  or  Scotdi 
commissioners,  they  had  been  much  leia 
active.  The  Irish  commissioners  had  pre-, 
aented  several  reports,  and  the  Scotch  com- 
missioners h^d  presented  four :  whereas 
these  )Bnglish  commissioners  had  pre- 
sented only  one  report.  And  even  in  this 
one  report,  they  had  committed  so  siffnal 
a  mistake,  that  they  had  been  obliged  af- 
terwards to  make  up  a  separate  appendix 
or  supptement  to  correct  it.    The  laiilake 
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w»9  that  by  their  report  they  had  sanc- 
tioDed  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  from  one 
guinea  to  twenty-ieven  shillings,  which  it 
bad  been  usual  to  pay  on  the  admission  of 
solicitors  to  practise  m  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, although  there  was  in  existence  an 
act  of  parliament  which  expressed 
directly  that  such  fee  should  not,  in  any 
case,  exceed  one  shilling*  Some  kind 
firiend  having  pointed  out  the  blunder,  the 
commissioners  published  the  suoplement 
to  their  report,  stating  that  they  had  over- 
looked this  act.  'Diis  single  instance 
would  enable  the  House  to  jud^e  of 
the  mode  in  which  these  commissioners 
executed  their  duties,  and  of  the  superior 
fitness  of  masters  in  chancery  to  torm  a 
part  of  such  a  commission,  when  they 
overlooked  an  act  relating  to  the  business 
of  their  own  offices.  Yel  this  commis- 
sion had  already  cost  the  country  21,00(Mn 
although  the  Insh  commisition,  which  had 
done  its  duty  so  much  more  effectually^ 
cost  only  16,000/.;  and  the  Scotch  com- 
mission only  10,000/.  He  therefore  movedi 

*^  That  the  Committee  of  Finance 
having,  in  their  tenth  Report,  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  House  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  masters  in  chancery  as  com- 
miisioners  to  examine,  into  the  English 
courts  of  justica;  and  having  ad- 
verted to  the  considerable  expense  in- 
curred, and  the  tendency  to  prolong 
their  duration,  in  commissions  of  this 
nature ; 

'I  The  House  does  entirely  agree  with 
their  committee  in  the  opinions  there  ex- 

fressed,  that  no  unnecessary  delay  should 
allowed  to  take  place,  that  frequent 
returns  of  the  progress  of  .those  commis- 
sions should  be  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  that  an  expeditious  and  diligent  exe« 
cution  of  such  important  examinations 
can  hardly  be  supposed  where  any  of  the 
.commissioners  have  other  official  duties  to 
perform.'' 

Mr.  Boikura  opposed  the  motion,  and 
defended  the  conduct  of  the  English  com- 
.missioners.    Wi^h  respect  to  the  neglect, 
on  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  dwelt,  he 
.read  the  act  in  which  the  abolition  of  the 
.fee  in  question  had  been  rendered  perpe- 
tual, and  in  which  the  subject  was  mixed 
up  with  various  others  of  a  heterogeneous 
nature,  and  asked  whether  it  waa  so  very 
.  culpable  on  the  part  of  the  coounissioners 
not  to  have  adverted  to  an  act  under  such 
circumstances,  which  had  not  been  en- 
forced for  so  many  years  i    With  respect 
to  masters  in  chancery,  he  conceived  tnem 
(VOL.XXXVm.) 


highly  proper  persons  to  be  on  such 
a  commission;  for  although  they  were 
unable  to  devote  their  time  exclusively  to 
the  object  of  the  commission,  yet  their 
experience  atoned  for  that  inconvenience. 
Comparing  the  number  of  days  occupied 
by  the  English,  the  Irish,  and  the  Scotch 
commissions,  and  the  number  of  pages  in 
the  reports  which  they  had  submitted  to 
the  House,  he  showed,  that,  in  both  re- 
spects, the  English  commissioners  had  the 
preponderance :  and  he  described  parti- 
cularly the  elaborate  manner  in  which 
they  had  proceeded  in  their  inquiries ;  so' 
that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  ground  for  the  censure  cast  on 
them  by  tne  right  hon.  baronet.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he*  objected  to  a  re- 
solution which  was  founded  on  mere 
truisms ;  and  should  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Courtenay  corrected  the  right  hon* 
baronet  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 

E articular  fee  in  question,  which  fee,  it 
ad  been  the  practice  for  thirty  or  forty 
years  to  pay,  and  which  the  commis- 
sioners, on  investigation,  found  to  be  but 
a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the  labour 
performed.  To  have  omitted  to  discover 
the  abolition  of  this  fee,  in  an  act  which 
embraced  a  variety  of  unconnected  sub- 
jects was  the  single  blot  which  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  been  enabled  to  discover 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners. 
If  the  right  hon.  baronet  could  adduce 
any  more  serious  charge  against  those 
gentlemen,  they  would  be  most  anxious 
that  he  should  bring  it  forward,  that  it 
might  undergo  a  thorough  investigation : 
in  which  case  he  was  persuaded  it  would 
appear  that  their  duties  had  been  most 
anxiously  and  faithfully  performed. 

Mr.  Jrebber^  adverting  to  the  compari- 
son made  by  the  chancellor  of  the  duchy 
of*  Lancaster,  between  the  labours  of  the 
English,  Irish,  and  Scotch  commissions, 
defended  the  Irish  commissioners  from  the 
imputation  which  (hat  comparison  itoplied, 
and  contended  that  they  had  performed 
their  arduous  duties  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  disdairaed  the  intention 
.of  making  any  invidious  comparison 
between  the  commissioners. 

The  Solicitor  General  observed,  that 
the  object  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  in  the 
comparison  which  be  had  made,  was 
merely  to  show  that,  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
commissions  having  done  well,  the  Eng- 
lish  commission  bad  done  at  least  as 

(SS) 
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much ;  and  thei'dby  t6  reitcUe  th'te  ^bth 
the  ceiWure  of  th^  right  hdlfi,  b&foti^t. 
like  hbn.  dnd  Teamed  gehtleibkn  th^ti 
defended  th*^  condu(:t  of  Ihe  (^ottMisiion, 
ahd  observed*  that  a's  ther^  ^ak  M  groUnd 
for  complain (y  and  ais  the  kk)otion  Bhiiply 
involved  an  abstract  |>ropo^!ti6n^  he  biuftt 
supporl;  the  previous  <juesti6h. 

Sir  a  lidiim  eulogized  th6  tdtiividt '6f 
the  Irish  comraission,  paVtfcuItirK  !h  i'^'- 
gpect  to  the  minuteness  with  Which  tih^y 
had  etitere4  into  the  ihHreitigatioh  bt  thb 
lubjects  before  th'^m. 

pe  Morn'ey  General  iAftihtlah'e'<k  ihkt 
ho  imputation  was  intended  to  be  tiUt  by 
liTs  ri^ht  tion.  friend  on  'the  Irish  CottiVbiif- 
slohers  who  had  perfdrAied  their  duty  A's 
ably  as  possible.  The  English  commiif- 
sioners  oeserved  the  same  praise.  JEvery 
body  Icnew  the  high  character  of  th'6 
learaed  individuals^  wbcf formed  the  Eng- 
lish cbm'missioh.  If  'to  li&vb  bvifrlo'oked 
the  ol^scure  statute  in  du^stroh  ivhs  &suft« 
tieht  disqualification  fbr  a  cdA^iiii^siofier, 
there  was  hot  a  lavvyer  m  Westminlte'r 
Rail  fit  to  be  one.  'Di^  m^mbei^  of  Ihb 
commission  hkd  been  defected  with  gfeat 
judgment,  and  were  wetl  asdbciatba  'foV 
the  purposes  (hey  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Lockh'art  thought  that  'siiCh  a  pa'«- 
sa^e  as  that  in  '^he  statute  ft  iguestioh, 
inigUt  have  escaped  the  vigilance  of  kny 
man.  So  far  from  being  liable  lb  cefidiire, 
be  conceived  that  the  com'missibhers  inhere 
entitlea  'to  great  praise  lor  their  exer- 
Cons. 

Sir  Jr.  Newpori  made  'a  abort  repTyi  in 
which  He  Insisted'ihtit  it'was  hot  fitting  to 
kppoint  jf>e'r8ons  to  ekinfitie  into  the  le- 
gality or  (expediency  of  fees  in  their  own 
offices,  and  observed,  that  when  the  mas- 
tecs  in  chancery  were  first  appointed,  hb 
liad  made  the  same  remark. 
.  The  previous  question  wta  (ben  put 
and  agreed  to. 
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Thursday^  May  28. 

RXPORT  OP  THE   SeLSCT   CoMlflTTSS 

mir  TitB  UstJi(T.LXw8.1     Mr.  15erj6ant 
Onflow  presented  the  fottowing  RiffiOR'T: 

The  Selec^t  Coil^iTT£E  appointed  tb 
consider  of  the  effects  or  the  hws 
irhich  regOtat'e  or  restrain  the  Interest 
of  Money,  ^d  to  Report  their  opinioh 
thereupon  to  the  House; 'and  V^hb 
Vereefnpow^r6d  to  report  the  Mltititds 
of  the  Etidcnce  titk^  bcfbtctbem  ;*- 


TSaMh^  ^ittftbbt  to  tM  O^elr  of  *e 

tf  oils^,  ekdftmi^d  Xtit  Matt'iitt  rkftiM^ 
to  then),  and  Miie  aftrb^d  il^  ttl» 
fblloWing  REsfoii&TioSa; 

1.  That  the  lawv  i^gnliititig  tk  r^ltitfb^ 
in|  the  rate  6f  inti^ekt  fiAve  h^tki  exlMi* 
siveTy  Evaded,  ahd  haVb  fitifed  df  thb'efieet 
bf  lo^oahr^  a  ttraxitntit!i!i  bn  sueh  i^te  ;  ^Mt 
ttmt  oflatej^ean,  from  tht  tonrtaMt  ^xa&tf 
of  the  hiamt  rate  or  thtei^a^  above  the- 
i^te  limited  by  law,  they  hair«  added  to 
the  bkpehs%  ixici^rbdby  Mrroi^M  on  It&l 
security;  ahd  ifuft  inich  bbrrttf^^rs  \m^ 
bbeii  coiofipcfnbd  to  r^sbrt  \o  the  ihdfe  of 

granting  MnttitTel  on  Kv^,  a  mode  which 
a^  been  nm^b  «  toVdAr  for  dbtaihfn^ 
hitfiei*  irttbreM  than  the  rate  limited  by 
law,  ahd  has  fb*ther  kdbjbcfted  the  bor« 
roi^brs  \b  ehbrmbus  ehifrgba,  or  forced 
t^em  tb'nmke  vefy  dts^vftntageoba  sklei 
of  their  le^te^ 

2.  liikt  tiie  con^trtictibn  bf  Isncfr 
laws,  SB  afyplidable  to  the  tranaactiont  of 
c'omihbrce  as  A  ^efent  carried  oir,  hat^ 
been  attended  with  moth  unb^rtkintt  stt 
to  thb  IbgaMty  bf  mkhV  tfabiiaetiofak  6ffi«. 
qnent  occnrrbricb,  ana  contt^u^ntfj;  blklfett 
pbductive'bf  ibnch  'tobaitrassment  ttd 
Ihigdtidn. 

S.  That  l!hb  pVesent  pe^ibd,  whbn  «A 
itfarket  y^b  of  intbrest  is  below  the  fegtt 
rkte,  affords  stti  bb^oftdntty  [IbciiHl^j^ 
t>rober  foi'  the  repeal  brthb  riSlid'  lavifs. 

Thb  R6port  wak  ordbM  \b  be  pMnte*, 
and  Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  gave  ilotr<S^ 
that  early  in  the  neit  iisMtitL  he  Vould 
bring  in  a  bin  to  ift^eal  tfab  XTatfry  Laws. 

PbRi^utoAt  StaVe  1%tAt>s  rREAVk 
Bill.]  Lord  Ctstlbrea^  im)Ved  ftfc 
order  bf  the  day  fbr  the  thh'd  rbadUk  ^ 
this  bill. 

Dr.  mUimore  objected  to  the  BtB, 
ttpon  the  ground,  that  the  prbsbnt  Hrlr  thb 
first  timb  that  'the  Ibgistatore  had  int^i^- 
fered  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  bfflcelk 
in  detaining  snips  befottlgingto  the  'sub- 
j^bts  6f  a  fbrei^  iitate.  Ht  conteiveB 
vuch  Ah  ehtidthient  to'be  it  the  lefast  td- 
perfluouB,  te  the  abthonfyTbr  *the  objedt 
specified  emannst^  from  iKe  prenMititb 
of  the  Crdwn,  and  thb  act' of  flie  Cro#li 
was  the  act  of  ihe  nation.  Puliamedt 
'CoUid  not  th^ftfdtb  be  iM^'xipoh  to  fe- 
jgalfze  the  ^et  bf detainittg  the  subjectiB  df 
'^ny  foreign  power,  ^dfai  the  ttese  tnlH^r 
consftteratibn,  the  viltiJeetM  of  Pbhbjjftt 
>bre  cbns^derdd  by"  the  '^ict  of  thdr  tftrh 
'gbVcrhib^t.  B^tMe^dnadthibnt  Wdsbdt 
only  atrpcrfltibUs  'ill  bcfttSi^qUth'Cb  '^  tUe 
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yp^pa^t^j  psQrpgativ^  of  tli^  Crowo ;  it 
bad  9480  ft  tep4oQc^  to  establish  a  dan- 
ge^us  precedent.  The  Crown  of  Spain 
na4  ftccepted  a  stipulated  sum  from  this 
^oqutry,  for  aban^pniDg,  after  a  certain 
specified  tipiQj  ^9  %t^£c  in  slayes.  jn 
i^onsequ^Dc^  of  tha(  agre^mept  between 
^a  tvo  CroFUBi  the  subjects  of  Spain 
^are  preduded  frqm  prosecuting  their 
daiips  in  the  courts  of  this  country. 
H/^tQver  individual  hardship  there  mignt 
^  ia  this  proceeding,  it^  legality  bad 
imrar  l^een  doubtedi  and  no  enactment 
h^eyer  been  thought  necessary  to  le- 
cidize  it  on  the  part  of  the  legjsl^ti^e^ 
Tpe  case  of  on  embai^o  presented  a  corn- 
plate  analof;^.  Should  Portuguese  ships 
pe  brought  mto  this  country  hy  virtue  of 
9U  embar^  laid  on  by  the  executiye  go- 
Temment,  andshould  the  transaction  aftef • 
iifarda  tfgrminate  amicably^  wodd  any 
enactment  be  necessary  for  the  justifica- 
tion of  the  officers  who  had  detained  the 
fhi^  in  consequence  of  the  £nid>argo  ? 
The  proc^edipg  was  perfectly  legal*  in 
copseq()aQce  oxithe  ri^nt  of  making  peace 
imdiwarbeini^yeAtedjp  the  Crownj  and 
to  /embargo  was  an  act  pf  boatillty*  That 
case  bore  a  coipplete  analogy  to  the  pre- 
aentt  ao^  it  would  be  idle  to  mterfere  with 
the  cpnsUtutippal  law  of  the  country.  A^ 
tbe  enactment  was  both  superfluous  in  it- 
lelff  and  rn^ht  lead  as  a  precedent  to  dan- 

Srous  consequences*  be  ahould  move 
at  i^  be  euanged*  Ho  also  saw  with 
rqgrat  an  article  ip  the  treaty  for  the  ap- 
jpomtment  of  comnuMary  judges  and  com- 
xoisiiooers  of  arbitration^  for  the  adjust- 
)nept  of  disputed  daima*  ^j  the  law  of 
jiftio^Bp  the  practice  bad  peen*  that  all 
dii^Uted  pwtures  should  be  adjusted  by 
the  tribonafs  of  the  country  of  the  captozs, 
APd  pot  the  country  of  the  oaptured ;  and 
^e  Hpuse  must  be  aware,  that  otherwise 
^Uftice  aould  not  be  impartially  adminis- 
tered* That  ba4  been  the  decided  opi- 
;aioD  of  tbe  most  eminent  lawyers  of  this 
iCi^aptiy,  in  fmsw^  to  the  Prussian  memo- 
jrial  on  this  subject  ip  the  year  1 753.  But 
ij  Cbe  enactp;ei4  of  the  present  bill,  with 
zeapect  to  the  commissiopers  of  artutra- 
JtePf  a  ground  would  be  laid  for  neutral 
joationa  to  renew  the  daim  of  having  coo- 
tasted  rights  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the 
<^untry  from  whose  subjects  the  property 
bad  bm  captured.  He  felt  it  right  to 
caU  the  attention  jo(  the  House  tp  these 
points*  "Pio^b  the  prmdple  had  been 
departed  &om  m  tbe  case  of  opain,  he  had 
hoped  that  CorUigal  would  bavje  had  A^itb 
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euopgb  in  the  justice  of  QrMt  IRrit^p  to 
have  abided  by  the  decision  of  her  ordipary: 
tribunals  of  international  lame. 

LQrd  Castf^cfigh,  trusted  he  $houId  be 
able  to  shpyiT  th^t  the  hpn.  and  (earned 
gentleman  bad  pot  taken  a  correct  view 
qf  the  si^bjf ct.  T\f,f  principle?  th^t  l^ad 
been  Ifti^  dpTO  by  d^e  bo^.  and  \e%xnei. 
geptlemao  diq  not  apply  to  the  prepiept 
oonyentiop,  np^  w(^  the  qMest\op  ^  quef • 
tion  of  war,  9f  ihecase  hj|4  w.eo  enrppe- 
Qufily  argued.  Tb^  eonventiop  between 
this  eouptry  and  l^ortueal  V93  not  to  be 
Iqqjced  uppp  a^  proceeding  from  the  sola 
pjerog^ve  pf  fnp  Cfowp.  Jt  wai  of  ^be 
nature  of  a  special  reg[ulatipn,  and  left  tba 
law  of  nations  exactly  a9  it  ftpod  before. 
The  convention  had  reference  to  the  par* 
tlcular  case  of  the  detention  of  ships 
haying  slaves  on  board,  and  made  no  aUe- 
vation  in  the  law  of  nations.  Whether 
the  copvention  iiras  good  or  bad,  wise  or 

Snwise,  jt  stood  upon  its  bwp  footing ;  it 
id  not  proceed  trom  the  nrerogatiye  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  ri^ht  ot  matting  war 
and  peace,  and  consequently  could  not 
derive  its  justification  from  that  preroiga- 
tive.  The  second  objection  pf  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  been  to  the 
nature  of  the  tribunal  for  deciding  the  disr 

8uted  dftims :  that  it  was  not  a  tribunal  of 
le  country  of  the  captors,  but  one  of  a 
Pkixed  nature.  It  was  undoubtedly  true, 
that  this  country  would  not  suffer  a  fo« 
rei^  tribunalto  determine  difiputed  claims 
dunng  a  period  of  war ;  but  tne  case  was 
widdy  diffisrent  respecting  an  amicable 
<:pov^ntion.  As  foreign  states  would  not  in 
time  of  peaceaubmitto  the  tribunals  of  thiSf 
to  them  a  foreign  country,  the  only  expe* 
dient  had  been  to  create  a  mixed  tribunal ; 
and  no  option  was  left  but  to  adopt  tliis 
expedient,  or  to  abandon  the  cognisancp 
of  the  different  cases  that  might  arise  to 
foreign  tribunals.  The  conyention  had 
not  proceeded  from  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  as  connected  with  a  stpte  of  war 
or  peace.  The  safe  course  was  to  frame 
a  bill  with  such  enactments  as  would  cover 
all  lesal  proceedings,  by  which  ap  avenue 
wopla  not  be  shut  ajpainst  foreign  powers 
that  complained  of  iiyustice.  By  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  mixed  tribunal»  a  final  ^- 
dsion  of  tbe  cause  would  be  sained,  which 
would  not  be  the  case  shoula  it  be  sent  to 
the  ordinary  tribunals.  Tbe  case  was  one 
of  ipecid  policy,  and  a  generd  enactment 
was  necessary  to  cover  dl  tbe  questiona 
that  mifi^t  anie^  If  the  amendment  waa 
movedi  ba  Aoold  five  it  bis  negative. 
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The  Attorney  General  stated,  that  with« 
out  the  enactment  in  the  bill,  an  action  of 
trespass  might  be  brouglit  against  a  Bri- 
tish officer  detaining  a  Portuguese  ship, 
as  had  happened  in  the  case  of  an  Aroe- 
can  vessel  detained  for  a  supposed  breach 
of  the  Navigation  act.  In  the  case  of 
prizes  alone  could  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  avail  the  captor,  as  with  prizes  the 
courts  of  law  had  nothing  to  do.  It  seemed 
in  every  view  of  it  necessary  that  the  en- 
actment should  be  made.  It  related  to  a 
different  question  from  that  of  prize. 
Courts  of  prize  were  established  by  na- 
tions for  adjudication  in  times  or  war. 
We  should  certainly  not  choose  that  a 
Portuguese  tribunal  should  judge  of  mat- 
ters respecting  our  vessels  taken  by  them. 
A  mixed  jurisdiction  had  therefore  ap- 
peared the  most  satisfactory  and  proper. 

Mr.  J,  H.  Smyth  adverted  to  what  had 
passed  at  the  congress  at  Vienna,  and 
wished  to  know  what  steps  had  been  taken 
to  induce  Portugal  to  abandon  the  Slave- 
trade  altogether.  All  the  other  powers 
had  agreed  to  the  abolition,  and  Spain 
had  fixed  it  for  1820.  Portugal  was  the 
only  government  that  continued  this  trade. 
He  was  aware  that  the  Portuguese  slave 
traffic  might  be   considered  of  .a   miti- 

Sated  character,  as  it  passed  between 
leir  own  ports.  He  allowed  that  the  two 
treaties  with  Spain  and  Portugal  must  be 
as  regarded  very  beneficial  to  the  cause  of 
abolition,  and  might  produce  incalculable 
benefits.  The  abolition  of  the  trade 
north  of  the  line,  too,  was  very  important. 
He  thought,  however,  it  was  rather  too 
much  for  Portugal  now  to  patronise  this 
trade,  when  all  other  states  hadeivenit 
up ;  particularly  when  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal owed  his  crown  in  Europe  to  the  ex- 
ertions and  bravery  of  ourselves  and  our 
allies.  He  did  not  mean  to)  speak  disres- 
pectfully of  any  foreign  monarch  or 
state,  but  he  must  advert  to  this  solitary 
exception  of  Portugal,  even  after  she  had 
renounced  the  trade  by  her  professions. 
A  degree  of  disgrace  must  fall  on  that 
state  if  she  persisted  in  difi'ering  from  the 
other  powers.  It  had  been  provided  at 
Vienna,  that  the  allied  powers  should 
concert  measures,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
traffic,  and  if  Portugal  persisted  in  it,  it 
was  fit  this  stipulation  should  be  car- 
riedinto  effect.  He  wished  to  add,  that 
Porto^  "had  not  the  slightest  claim  to 
pet!uniery  compensation. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated,  that  the  ambas- 
aailors  of  the  five  allied  powers  had- signed 
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at  Vienna  an  additional  article,  having^ 

its  object  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  trade, 

arid  made  a  solemn  declaration  to   tha^ 


purpose.  Spain  having  consented  to 
nounce  the  Slave-trade  within  a  limited 
period,  a  communication  to  that  effect 
had  been  made  to  the  king  of  Portugal  ab  out 
two  months  ago,  by  the  ministers  of  the 
five  allied  powers,  in  the  hope  that  the 
example  might  be  followed  on  the  part  o€ 
Portugal.  But  he  was  unable  to  state  hbw 
that  communication  had  been  received,  no 
intelligence  having  yet  arrived  from  BraziL 

Dr.  PhiUimore  submitted  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  attorney-general  as  to  the  law 
respecting  vessels  seized,  but  confessed 
that  he  was  not  able,  from  any  thing  which 
had  been  said,  to  distinguish  the  seizure 
of  vessels  under  this  treaty  from  the  case 
of  an  embargo. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


Poor  Laws.]  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  on 
Monday,  that  the  Statement  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotliindy 
with  regard  to  the  poor  of  that  country, 
should  be  laid  before  the  House.  This 
document  he  deemed  of  a  very  important 
character,  conveying,  as  it  did,  intelli- 
gence of  the  most  useful  nature;  and 
therefore  he  wished  to  have  it  laid  before 
the  House,  with  a  view  to  assist  its  judg- 
ment upon  the  interesting  question  to 
which  he  referred.  He  was  sorry  that  he 
happened  not  to  be  in  the  House  when  an 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  some 

Eropositions  upon  the  subject  of  the  Poor 
>avirs,  because  he  would  have  taken  that 
occasion  to  inquire  after  that,  which,  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  upon  the  Poor 
Laws,  he  was  naturally  anxious  to  learn 
—namely,  what  were  the  hon.  and  learned 
geritleman's  views  upon  the  sdbiect. 
Those  views  would,  no  doubt,  have  been 
very  useful  to  that  comWttee,  which,  he 
regretted,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  been  unable,  from  the  variety  of  Us 
avocations,  to  attend. 

Mr.  Brougham  concurred  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  his  view  of  the  vslue  of 
the  document  to  which  he  had  referred ; 
for  none  were  more  qualified  to  Judge  of 
the  exigencies  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  best 
mode  of  providing  for  the  relief  of  those 
exigencies,  than  the  members  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  the  church  of  Sootlsnd, 
in  which  country,  although  there  were  no 
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Poor  LawBi  the  poor  were  not  unprovided  I 
fbr.    With  regard  to  his  own  yiews  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Poor  Laws,  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  submitted  those  views 
to  the  House  within  the  present  session, 
in  the  shspe  of  Resolutions,  which  should 
fully  explain  his  opinion ;  but  he  was  pre- 
vented from  so  doing,  by  the  variety  or  his 
avocations,  and  especially  bv  the  pressure 
of  his  engagement  upon  ttie  subject  of 
charitable  institutions ;  for  this  pressure 
was  of  an  extraordinary  character  indeed, 
as  independently  of  the  mass  of  documen- 
tary evidence  communicated  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  occupied  three  or  four  hours 
each  day  in  the  examination  of  parole 
evidence.    To  this  it  was  material  to  at- 
tend, as  it  was  justly  felt  desirable  that  a 
report  from  that,  committee  before  the 
termination  of  the  session  should  be  made; 
his  time  was  therefore  filled  up,  as  he  had 
to  draw  up  the  report  upon  a  subject,  to 
which  the  country  anxiously  looked.   For 
this  reason,  among  others,  he  had  been 
obliged  to  decline  the  proposition  of  any 
resoTuiions  upon  the  subject  of  the  Poor 
Laws.    He   was,    indeed,   unwilling   to 
brine  forward  those  resolutions  untd  he 
could  accompany  the  proposition  of  its 
principles  with  the  statement  of  his  de- 
tails ;  for  there  were  manv  who  might  be 
scared  by  the  former,  unless  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  considering   the   latter, 
liierefore  he  declined  to  submit  hb  plan 
to  the  House  until  it  was  accompanied 
t^y  a  complete  explanation.    This  expla- 
nation he  nad  not  yet  had  time  to  digest, 
in  consequence,  particularly  of  his  em- 
ployment in  the  committee  upon  the  sub- 
lect  of  charitable  institutions.    It  might 
ne  asked,  why  should  the  committee  upon 
this  subject  continue  to  sit,  after  it  was 
determined  in  the  bill  which  had  passed 
the  House,  to  appoint  a  commission  of 
inquiry  by  the  government  ?    He  would 
immediately  abandon  the   committee,  if 
he  could  look  with  any  confidence  to  the 
commission;  but  he  must  say  that  he 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  prospect  of 
such  a  commission  after  what  had  recently 
transpired.    When  he  heard  of  objections 
elsewnerei  to  thepuraose  of  diis  inquiry 
proceeding,  hewoula  not  say  from  anv 
fellow  feeling  with  the  abuses  which  it 
wasintended  to  correct,  or  from  any  per- 
sonal interest  in  those  abuses,  but  from 
grounds  which  had  been  unaccoimtably 
conjured  up  with  a  view  to  palliate  resis- 
tance,^ he  could  not  look  to  the  proposed 
'^ommiMion  with  any  very  sanguioe  cal- 
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culatioD.  He  had  heard  of  a  learned 
person  stating  elsewhere,  that  however 
well  inclined  to  the  proposition  of  this  in- 
quiry originally,  he  was  adverse  to  the  bfll 
to  which  that  inouiry  referred,  because^ 
truly,  that  bill  had  been  lately  very  much 
altered.  But  what  would  the  House  think- 
of  this  statement  when  informed  that  all 
the  alterations  which  had  taken  place 
were  suggested  by  that  learned  person 
himself  [Hear,  hear !]  ;  that  indeed  every 
one  of  those  alterations  was  written  by 
that  learned  person,  and  consented  to 
with  a  view  to  do  that  which  was  almost 
impossible,  namely,  to  settle  his  doubts 
[Hear,  hear!  and  a  laugh.]  That  such 
was  the  fact  he  was  able  to  show  firom  the 
manuscript  of  the  person  alluded  to; 
whichmanuscriptwasmhispossession.  The 
main  objection  to  the  proposed  inquirywas, 
forsooth,  that  it  mi^ht  go  too  far.  What ! 
go  too  far  in  exposing  and  correcting  abu- 
ses I  But  if  the  bill  should  be  returned 
to  the  House  with  those  clauses  which  iC 
had  rejected  by  decisive  majorities,  he 
trusted  its  spirit  and  principle  would  repel 
the  mockery.  The  House  was  indeed 
called  upon  to  do  so  from  a  respect  to 
the  opimon  of  the  country,  as  well  as  firom 
a  solicitude  for  the  object,  and  a  regard 
to  the  character  of  its  own  consistency; 
but,  upon  the  grounds  he  had  stated,  he 
felt  the  propriety  of  urging  the  committee 
to  continue  its  investigations.  The  result 
of  those  investigations  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  serve  to  secure  the  attainment  of 
die  object  in  view,  in  spite  of  timid,  panic 
struck  alarmists— -in  q>ite  of  sceptical, 
speculative  legislators— in  spite  of  auib- 
bling,  subtle  lawyers— m  spite  of  those 
whom  he  was  unwilling  to  name  [^Hearp 
hear!].  The  committee  upon  this  sub« 
ject  woidd,  he  trusted,  prosecute  its  in- 
quiries, andavail  itself  of  its  privileges  ttd 
power  to  collect  the  fullest  information 
with  a  view  to  attain  the  object  in  view. 
The  spontaneous  communicatioos  to  that 
committee  manifested  the  interest  univer- 
salljrfelt  m  that  object  All  parts  and 
parties,  all  secU  and  cUsses  of  the  people» 
evinced  their  desire  to  promote  the  pur- 
poses of  the  committee;  and  whatever 
mi^t  be  the  power  which  resisted,  or  the 
artifice  which  thwarted  that  panose,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  sense  of  toe  coun- 

a  would  serve  to  insure  its  success, 
e  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  concluded 
with  giving  notice  of  a  motion  for  Tues- 
dajr,  upon  the  sb|>]ect  to  which  his  obser- 
vaiioos  referred* 
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f  ;Nfta  UjT  Ireland.Q  General  Hart  ro^ 
td  bring  forward  the  motion  on  this  sub- 
ject of  wbieh  he  had  given  noticai  He 
«aid|  be  was  perfectly  sensible  of  his  ina- 
4eQuacy  to  introduce  a  matter  of  sudi 
xeal  moment.  He  bad  been  urged  by 
many  proprietors  of  land,  howeyer,  and 

KrUcularly  by  a  most  respectable  grand 
y  at  the  last  assizes,  to  bring  on  some 
motion  to  the  effect  of  that  with  which  he 
ahould  conclude.  That  body  had  stated  it 
to  be  their  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  pre* 
aent  existing  laws  were  not  beneficial,  but 
the  contrary ;  and  that  they  had  produced 
ao  manv  consequences  of  an  injurious  na- 
ture, that  it  would  be  out  of  his  power  to 
f  numerate  them.  He  trusted  that  his  in- 
fdeauacy  to  do  justice  to  the  subject 
would  be  ei^cased,  and  perhaps  made 
amends  for,  by  those  members  interested 
10  it  who  were  present.  By  the  system 
ff  law  which  existed,  the  innocent  were 
$^aently  punished  for  the  guilty.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  enumerate  all 
the  instances  which  bad  occurred,  ef 
the  aeveritjr  with  which  the  law  had 
been  edministered.  That  severity  cer* 
fainly  had  been  great ;  ahd^  the  expenses 
attending  the  system  bad  been  rery  con* 
fiderable.  In  1814^  the  expenses  incurred 
in  rewardi  alone,  4mder  the  present  sya- 
teni  of  preventing  illicit  distillation,  was 
8,864/.,  while  71,000^.  had  been  peidtp 
lawyer^  Returns  bad  been  product 
«t«twg  what  had  been  the  exact  duniua- 
iiqo  or  increase  of  illicit  distillation ;  and 
it  wfs  proved  to  have  increased  since  the 
}ate  aever/s  penalties  with  which  it  had 
beeo  visited,  Jn  former  times,  it  had 
been  sufficient  to  confiscate  the  poperty 
Af  the  distiUer.  and  to  punish  hm ;  but 
now  the  punishment  fall  ii^  £»ct,  on  the 
township.  There  was  nn  civiliaed  coua- 
try  in  dbe  world  where  %  similar  syatem 
fyri^vailed,  apd  there  was  hardly  any  coun- 
try where  similar  praotices  did  not  occur; 
in  some  parts,  indeed  the  paina,  of  death 
«aM  not  sufficient  to  prevent  them-  The 
hon.  ganaral  concluded  with  moviofft 
«  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bul 
to  repe^  sucbparU  of  the  Apt  of  the  S4th 
of  the  Viog^  and  all  forvier  acts  rajatiog 
Co  pistiUation  of  Spirits,  as  .authorise 
iha  impopiog  and  levying  ef  fines  4n;i  Tqwii 
JUms  jsnd  other  districts  in  jErelfmd-" 
Sir  George  Hill  said  i^r^lX  u  fm^  to 
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be  regretti^  that  thQ  fplOi^t  g^nareA-^ 
should,  just  at  the  dose  of  the  aaaaion^ 
have  proposed  s9  important  a  meaaure  aa. 
the  repeal  of  the  whole  oode  oflawa  «p- 
plicobU  to  the  Irish  difitillerie^ •    ile  muiu^ 
know  that  if  an  inclination  existed  to  cpa- 
cur  in  his  view  of  the  operation  of  thoee 
laws  which,  when  he  considers  the  re- 
corded opiaions  of  this  House,  he  cannot 
suppose  to  exist—time  sufficient  doea  net 
now  remain  to  pass  his  proposed  bill*    Sut 
the  effiscts  of  stirring  tnis  question,  unlesi 
the  House  give  a  decided  negative  to  it» 
will  be  very  mischievous,  for  the  unforta-^ 
nate  whisbty  smuj^jlers  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  are  at  this  tim^  taught  to  expect 
that  an  effort  will  be  aucoessfully  made  tQ 
do  away  the  Townland  Fine  system,  whea 
they  might  renew  their  illiQit  trade  whicb 
has  been  nearly  crushed  by  it.    The  qIh 
ject  of  the  hon.  general's  motion  is,  to  ioit 
peach  and  repeal  thjs  syatemi  the  prinoipJe 
of  which  the  House  knows  is  to  make  th^ 
vicinage  responsible  for  the  delioqnencT; 
It  is  not  at  this  day  necessary  to  prove 
that  this  principle  is  accordant  to  the  coa^ 
sUtution,  and  to  very  old  Statute  laws  botis 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland*-4t  resta 
upon  the  very  nature  of  society,  whicif 
iniplies  not  only  that  no  peiaon  smdl  com- 
mit an  apt  directly  subversive  of  its  in» 
terests,  but  that  reasonable  activity  shall 
be  uaed  by  the  members  of  society  in  at 
least  tbeir  pwn  neighbourhoods,  to  detsct 
those   who  do   a/pts    contrary  to  the 
vital  interest  of  society.    These  townlani 
fines  were   eniictod  ay  the  Irish  parlia- 
n^ent  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling,  up 
long  back  as  1788  and  continuea  with  ira!- 
rioua  modifications  until  the  year  1803, 
when  they  were  for  the  first  time  since  the 
Union  noticed  and  amended.    In  the  yesr 
1810,  on  the  propoaition  of  the  cbanceOor 
of  the  Irish  jexchfequer  (Mr.  W.  Pols), 
the  parliament  auspended  their  operatioa 
for  two  year%  and  Ip,  the  year  1812  ra- 
poaled   them,     the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  this  repeal  was  an  aiigmeotstioa 
of  illicit  diatillaiioo  to  so  alarming  ao  ex- 
tent* that  ftiH>lBfiatil>nS-  »««wi*^riaU-  ani  nfl» 

titions  war^  put  forth  in  ^e  year  1813 
from  mwt  respectable  quarters,  prsvinf 
for  the  ie*ena^mept  of  th<»e  laws  waich 
(ap  potitionera  f tated)  had  |ust  when  ib»f 
were  snyen^  beifva  tp  operate  heaa- 
ficiflly* 

lo  proof  of  this,  the  right  hen.  baronet 
refisfred  te  vadovia  petitions  firom  residsAt 
and  mercantUe  flenuamen  in  Iralaod,  /uui 
P^ticutitf I  J  aif  y  roghedat  BaUaali  Ua- 

ir 
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6mMftf^  uid  TjrM^,  from  ^vMh  he 
raid  tHie  following  extrttfeti  frott  Che 
B¥og;h«daiMftthion :— «<  ThUt  iMmoHelitU 
tttpits^  the  '«tteliUo^  of  geV«HvaMit  to 
Ae  bi^ent  enprecedeiited  extent  t^  iticit 
^tillattoh,  #hiclh  Is  everf  day  liierteflog 
tb  fluch  en  darikiiing  degi^  thM  tnehiO- 
i<ie!Hf(iiire  of  ophiion  that  if  gdi^eiMn^tit 
Aall'  ntit  Hhinediatiefy  take  toome  'ati^oog 
a(hd  #rfl-c6heeitedineMut^«o]piirteafop 
f^  «M«  illegal  traffic,  it  #111  he  a  work  of 
ihnny  yeaht  \o  au)p|^reA  it  end  efiite  the 
bad  c^fetft*  of  that  trade  frotta  the  hiAMta 
of  the  peoplew^TMt  Ae  mooiitateout  fta- 
ttfft  offatge  ttacta  df  Ir^and  lifbrda  fhei- 
lities  to  pvitate  ^titatiOh,  end  the  na*- 
tcnral  dtsporidbh  of  the  pebpleia  geeend 
thveughout  theae  pkfti  m  ne  cOubtrjr  in-* 
^kfce  them  to  screen  andlo  aasiiJItthe  t>er- 
Sbiis  f  nilcy  Of  that  bibnee.  And  yotir 
trtemorhdists  submit  thet  no  measure  can 
he  eo  eSbcf fial  to  preteot  'iueh  frauds  «s 
#h«aiares  which  WoakI  ibake  itthe  hitefesl 
of  thoseadjabebtto  (irivare'dMtilleries  tb 
giro  ibformation  againat  thein,  and  pre» 
vent  their  IHegal  trade  by  ftatening  the 
bonseqaenees  ofdetection  on  the  priiici- 
|>ii1  parties,  and  not  aa  at  present  on  their 
poor  hired  instruments.  That  'the  fines 
bn  tfab  townlands  had  ^e  desired  eAct  bf 
nearly  suppretting  private  distilhltibn,  bs 
at  the  Ume  that  sdutary  law  wa*  repealed, 
there  wiis  not  then  at  wbrkonortebth  of  the 
fiumher  of  private  -distilleries  that  were  in 
use  when  that  law  arasenacted ;  and  tlie  firit 
disbgreeable  effects  of  Che  hws  had  nearly 
Stthnded  when  It  was  repesled«««-Memo- 
ridists  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  governmeni  the  re-cAdactment  'of  the 
fine  ilpen  the  toWnhmds  aa  die  most  efiec- 
thai  means  of  pk^renting  flie  ofibnee,  and 
corrbbting  the  evils  ebmpfaihed  bf." 

The  Belfast  petition  which  is  signed  by 
nearly  one  hundred  of  thb  principal  mer^ 
chants,  contains  the  following  paragraphs : 
«^*«  That  thepracticeofillibitdntilhition,  to 
n  taidst  unprecedented  esttent^  is  now  bai^ 
tied  On  in  th^  country  bbt  particularly  it 
this  find  some  of  the  adjoining  counties, 
you  brb  no  doubt  sufficiently  informed, 
tMd  the  undersigned  have  to  eomplain  of 
it  as  a  grievance  of  the  most*serious  na- 
tufo,  thb'immebfle  quantities  of  illicit  spi- 
rits 'et  piiesent  consumed  hi'tfiis  town  and 
bbighbourhood  having  so^r  Ifataited'the 
Cottsumptibn  of  such  spirits  »  pay  his 
toa}M/s  duties;  that  the  hrewmg  and  apt- 
Irit  trades  do  not  aflbrd  e  livelihood  to' the 
*bile  telfbf  those 'itfholbUow  them,  htdeed 
Mt9t  hrftteiuppljrbfillidtapiritt  in  tUaiMtt 
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of  the  ebutftry  that  dthbugh  it  1*  bow  lofoiw 
than  twc^te  mobths  iftieb  mstiHatiob  iProm 
gram  WU  prohibited,  ^wt  is  etfll  a  qmui* 
tity  of  com  spirits  hi  Belfast,  ueeoa- 
sumed^^^  Abiengst  the  varions^eanperimente 
Wliidi  have  from  tlHM  to  tibie  been  Imd 
recourte  to'ftir  the  purpose  bf  tmpprsasiiig 
illicit  aistniation  in  Ireland,  the  boder^ 
signed  beg  leave  fespedtfidly  to  statb^ 
that  from  the  undemable  gootf  tfftcis 
^wch  it  produced  tn  tMs  part  tn  irnand, 
none  appeared  to  them  to  he  hidf  ab  well 
balculated  to  sfccoibplish  that  desirable 
object,  as  levying  nnes  of  the  towb* 
hinds,  whtfe  prhbte  stifls  were  'febod; 
while  thsk  ealutary  law  kas  in  foMb^ 
such  Was  the  check  given  to  illicit  dis^ 
(illation,  thbt  vast  ({uemities  of  mm  abd 
corn  eplriu  were  permitted  from  BeK 
frst  kito  those  diMricts  bVfcffe  private  dls^ 
tillation  hed  most  prevailed,  tfnd  into 
Whibh  districts,  lon^'hcfobe  that  law  wal 
enacted,  sts  well  as  since  it  was  reperie^ 
scarcely  a  gallon  of  legally  diitillea  spiHtb 
havefoubd  theirwffv.«^There  wasnoaoubt 
a  great  outcry  made  against  the  impolicy 
bndinju^rkie  of  levyinr  those'SmMhy  eoflse 
df  the  townlands,  vmtch  had  heeo  ttbift 
heavily  assessed  hut  while  the  law  pro^ 
vided  that  in  the -event  of  bby  inhahitaiit 
of  ihb  towhiand  giving  the  necessary  k^ 
Ibimatiob  to  detect  the  illegal  disl9le^ 
such  townland  of  couraeshould  l>b  relieved 
firora  that  fine;  the  inhabitants  of  such 
townlands  had  themsdvesiilone  to  bhunb 
fbr  the  heavy  penaikies'to  which  they  were 
subjlected;  nor  Indeed  until  it  again  be«- 
comes 'every  man's  intereit  to  detect  and 
punish  the  illegal  distiller,  can  it  be  ex- 

Kted  that  that  illicit  traffic  will  cease. 
\  undersigned  liefng  thus  dec^^y  lo- 
teilsstedio  suppreasmg  ilheit  diitOlatioby 
and  in  freeins  their  fair  trade  from  thb 
ruinous  intemrence  of  the  private  dis- 
tiller, beg  moat  respectfully  to  suggeA 
'that  the  law  Imposing  fines  on  the  town- 
hinds  where  private  atills  are  foubd,  na)r 
'be  re<*enacted,  and  the  more  theae  fines 
are  increased,  the  more  certainly  will  fliey 
eHedtthe  total  auppression  of  illicit  dis- 
tillation. That  punishments  adequate  bo 
the  ofibnce,  and  such  as  may  deter  frota 
the  commission  of  it  be  inflicted  on  either 
public  or  private  Individ  oals  detectedin  pur- 
chasing, or  hating  in  their  possesskm-eon* 
traband  spirits,  and  that  heavy  fines  be  Im- 
posed on  mamtrates  and  others  soollbnd- 
tng,  whose  mity  it  is  to  enforce  and  main- 
tain, not  to  violate  the  law;«-In  fine  the 
undersigned  are  wUSng  to  express  their 
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finn  confidence  that  such  meaiures  will 
now  be  adopted  as  will  effectually  atrike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil ;  and  when  the  power 
of  the  law  ia  once  so  effectually  exerciaed 
aa  to  prevent  the  manufacture  of  contra- 
band apirita,  then,  and  only  then  will  the 
revenue  and  the  fair  dealer  be  protected 
from  impositions,  and  only  then  will  all 
the  intricate  and  grievoua  oaths,  and  lawa 
framed  to  prevent  the  circulation  and  con- 
sumption of  contraband  apirita  become  ob- 
aolete  and  void." 

The  petition  from  Londonderry  haa  the 
following  :— <<  That  memorialiata  request 
the  attention  of  government  to  the  present 
unprecedented  extent  of  illicit  distilla- 
tion, which  is  every  day  increasing  to  such 
an  sJarming  degree,  that  memorialists  are 
of  opinion,  if  government  shall  not  imme- 
diately take  some  strong  measures  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  illegal  traffic,  it  will,  in  the 
end,  ruin  the  public  distiller,  the  brewer, 
and  licensed  malster.  That  the  moun* 
tainous  nature  of  large  tracts  of  Ireland  af- 
fords &cilities  to  private  distillation,  and  the 
habita  of  the  people  in  general  throughout 
^eae  parta  of  the  country  induce  them  to 
acreen,  and  to  assist  the  persona  guilty  of 
that  offence. — That  the  fines  on  the  town- 
lands  had  the  effect  of  nearly  auppressing 
private  distillation,  for  at  the  time  that 
salutary  law  was  repealed,  there  was  not 
then  at  work  in  this  neighbourhood  any 
thing  like  the  number  of  private  distil- 
leries that  were  in  use  when  that  law  was 
enacted,  and  the  e&cts  of  its  repeal  haa 
caused  the  great  increase  of  private  dis- 
tillation, which  is  fully  proved  by  the 
want  of  permitted  Irish  distilled  spirits  in 
this  city,  there  not  being  now  twenty  gal- 
lons^ of  legal  distilled  whiskey  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  numerous  retailera  in  thia 
district,  nor  has  there  been  almost  any 
brought  into  this  part  of  the  country  for 
three  years  back." 

The  Tyrone  petition  states,  **  That  the 
practice  of  illicit  diatillation  to  a  moat 
unprecedented  extent  ia  now  carried  on 
in  thia  and  aome  of  the  adjacent  counties. 
You  areno  doubt  sufficiently  informed,  and 
tlie  undersigned  have  to  complain  of  it  as 
a  grievance  of  the  most  serious  nature ; 
the  immense  quantity  of  illicit  spirits  at 
present  consumed  here,  having  so  far  li- 
mited the  consumption  of  such  spirits  as 
have  paid  his  majesty's  duties,  ihat  the 
brewing  and  spirit  tradea  do  not  afford  a 
livelihood  to  the  one-half  of  those  who 
follow  them.  Amongst  the  various  ex- 
periments from  time  to  time  government 
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have  had  recourae.  to,  for  the  purpose  4>f 
suppressing  illicit  distillation  in  IrelanA     ■ 
the  undersigned  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  state,  that  from  the  undeaiabie 
good  effects  which  it  produced  ia    thie 
part  of  Ireland,  none  appeared  to  them  to 
be  half  so  well  calculated  to  accomplisla 
that  most  desirable  object,  aa  levying  fines 
of   the    townlanda  where   private   aallla 
were  found ;  while  that  moat  aalutary  Imvr 
was  in  force,  such  waa  the  check  given  to 
illicit  diatillation,  that  vast  ouaatities  of 
corn  spirits  were  permitted  trom  whole- 
sale dealevs,  into  thoae   districts  where 
private  distillation  had  most  prevailed,  and 
mto  which  districts  long  before  that  low 
was  enacted  as  well  as  since  it  was  repesl- 
edj  scarcely  a  gallon  of  legally  distilled  Sfii- 
rita  have  found  their  way.    There  waa  sio 
doubt  a  great  outcry  made  against  tlie 
impolicy  and  injustice  of  those  fines,  by 
some  of  the  townlands  which  had  beeo 
most  heavily  amerced ;  but  while  the  law 
provided,  that  in  the  event  of  any  indivi* 
duals  of  the  townland  giving  the  neces* 
sary  information  to  detect  the  illegal  dis- 
tiller, such  townland  of  courae  should  be 
relieved  from  that  fine.    The  inhabitants 
of  auch  townlands  had  themselves  alone 
to  blame  for  the  heavy  penaltica  to  which 
they  were  subjected,  nor  indeed  until  it 
becomes-  again  every  noan'a  interest  to 
detect  and  punish  the  private  distiller, 
can  it  be  expected  that  illegal  distillatioa 
will  cease.'* 

A  committee  up  stairs,  composed  all  of 
membera  for  Ireland,  waa  appointed  io 
181S,  to  whom  thes^  and  other  documents 
were  referred,  and  they  are  to  be  fouod 
in  the  report  of  that  committee;  the 
signatures  to  tliem  are  very  numerous, 
and  from  the  hi^h  reapectability  of  the 
individuala  subscribing,  they  deserved  and 
received  very  respectful  attention,  and, 
without  doubt,  had  considerable  infloence 
on  the  decision  of  this  conunittee,  which 
almost  unanimously,  after  a  laborious  in«> 
vestigation,  reported  and  recommended 
the  re-enactment  of  the  Townland  Fine 
laws,  which  report  waa  approved  of  b^ 
thia  House,  and  a  bill  contormable  to  it 
was  passed. 

Various  detections  of  illicit  distilleries 
were  made  in  the  winter ;  and  at  the  fol* 
lowing  Spring  assizes  of  1814,  a  number  of 
fines  were  laid  on  the  county  of  Donegal, 
and  if  these  fines  had  been  (aa  they  were  in 
other  counties)  forthwith  levied,  and  aa 
by  law  Uiey  ought  to  have  been  lefie4» 
mudi  aubsequent  miachief  would  have 
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beep  prevented.  But  the  high  constable 
of  Ennishowen  after  pretended  efibrts  and 
various  statements  of  excuse  refused  to 
do  bis  duty,  although  a  military  camp 
was  formed  in  the  centre  of  the  barony 
in  Summer  1814*,  to  afford  him  and  the 
peace  officers  protection.  In  consequence 
of  this  conduct,  special  collectors  of  still 
fines  were  appointed,  and  in  1815  consi- 
derable exertion  was  used  to  fine  some  of 
the  most  inveterate  smuggling  districts. 
These  proceedings  and  the  particular 
state  of  that  part  of  the  north  of  Ireland 
induced  this  House,  in  the  session  of 
1816,  to  direct  a  farther  inquiry,  and  a 
committee  up  stairs  was  again  appointed. 
He  had  the  honour  to  preside  as  chair* 
nian  of  each  of  these  committees,  and 
with  some  modifications,  this  last  commit- 
tee  reported  in  favour  of  the  Townland 
fine  laws,  which  report  was  adopted  by 
this  House  by  a  very  greet  majority. 

This  House  will  perceive  with  surprise, 
that  all  the  severity  and  oppression  com- 
plained of  as  having  occurred  by  the  ope- 
ration of  this  system  had  taken  place 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  com* 
mittee  in  1816,  before  which  committee 
it  was  competent  to  the  gallant  general  to 
have  laid  each  and  every  case  of  alleged 
hardship.  The  severities  complained  of 
had  mostly  occurred  in  the  year  1815> 
when  full  activity,  was  given  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law;  and  since  October  1816 
to  the  present  time,  no  more  than  500/. 
has  been  levied  of  these  fines  from  the 
county  of  Donegal,  and  only  one-half  of 
that  sum  of  Ennishowen. 

A  long  detail  of  grievances  has  been 
given  in  a  pamphlet  published  and  dili<- 
gently  distributed  by  a  very  respectable 
<^l®i'Syin&i^  fti^d  magistrate  of  Ennishowen, 
for  whom  the  right  hon.  baronet  expres- 
sed both  respect  and  esteem.  It  has  been» 
however,  answered  by  a  gentleman  of  the 
revenue,  deservedly  in  the  confidence  of 


head  of  it,  were  always  well  inclined  to- 
hearken  to  complaints  against  their  ofH«. 
cers,   and  to  punish  and  give  relief  in-, 
every  case  deserving  of  it.    In  the  sum- 
mer of  1816,  a  commissioner  of  that  board% 
was.  sent  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  to  inves- 
tigate the  excesses  stated  by  the  reverend? 
author  of  the.  pamphlet,  to  have  beeiK 
committed  by  a  collector  of  still  fines  in 
the  previous  year :    the  evidence  taken  ia 
the  course  of  that  investigation  is  printed,, 
and  on  (he  table  of  this  House,  to  which 
it  is  more  candid  to  refer,  than  to  the* 
high  coloured  statements  of  this  pamphlet^ 
and  it  is  but  just  to  observe,  that  the  ofii* 
cer  complained  against  had  a  most  ar- 
duous, difficult,  and  dangerous  duty  ta> 
perform,  that  much  allowance  was,  fromr 
the  state  of  the  country,  to  be  made  fox- 
him,  yet  he  was  suspended  and  dismis- 
sed ;   the  excise  board  have  therefore  ia« 
this  and  other   instances  proved  them- 
selves  alive  to  any  complaints  made  and» 
proved  against  tlieir  officers. 

Here  the  right  hon.  bart.  entered  into  a^ 
detail  of  outrages  committed  by  the  smug- 
glers of  Donegal,  arguing  that  their  illicit 
pursuits  had  disorganized  society,   pro-, 
ducing  conspiracy,  murder  and  assassina- 
tions, many  of  which  were  related  i^i  ther 
pamphlet  alluded  to,  and  many  of  which* 
had  occurred  before  the  renewal,  in  1813,. 
of  the  Townland  fine  system;,  and  he  ar- 
gued that  it  was  not  the  fine  system,  but' 
the  inveterate  propensity  to  smuggling,, 
and  its  consequences  which  had  distressed 
and  degraded  parts  of  Donegal.  It  might 
be  unpopular  to  say  so,  but  the  fact  was,, 
that  for  the  last  forty  years,  the  manufac- 
ture of  illicit  spirits  was  a  trade  pursued- 
in  a  large  part  of  Donegal,  which  demo- 
ralized and  disorganized  society,  and  pro*r 
duced  all  l^e  shocking  consequences  of 
tlie  nature  described. 

The  propensity  to  smuggling  in  this  dis* 
trict  was  on  record  so  long  ago  as  the  years « 


the  board  of  excise;  the  pamphlet  was    1784  and  85,  when  the  Iiish  parliament 
very  mu^h  directed  against  the  conduct  of  threatened  to  deprive  the  city  of  London- 


that  board,  but  the  right  hon.  baronet 
professed  not  to  refer  to  either  of  these 
publications,  neither  to  the  asperity  of  the 
attack,  nor  to  the  severity  ot  the  reply : 
be  deprecated  the  idea  of  such  documents- 
influencing  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  had  their  own  legitimate 
mode  of  procuj^ing  such  information  as 
elucidation  demanded,  for  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  any  measure  proposed. 

The  board  of  excise,  and  particularly 
the  very  respectable  gentleman  at  the 

(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


derry  of  the  privilege  of  being  a  wine 
and  tobacco  port,  on  account  of  the  inve- 
terate  habits  of  smuggling  in  Ennishowen^ 
which  is  so  near  to  it. 

The  right  hon.  baronet  urged  tlie  ab». 
surdity  o^  Donegal  being  the  only  county 
where  the  landlords  could  not  suppress 
smuggling.  It  has  been  suppressed  in  the 
neighbouring  counties,  which  had  paid 
severely  under  the  Townland  fine  law.  . 
These  counties,  without  difficulty  or  ar- 
rear,  had  these  fines  levied  by  their  own- 
,    (3T) 
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Ugh  coDitablety  whereas  the  mUconduct 
or  the  high  constable  of  Ennishowen 
chiefly  caused  the  necessity  of  appointrog 
the  special  still  fine  collectors,  so  much 
complained  of,  and  this  high  constable  of 
Ennishowen  was  neither  dismissed  or  pu- 
nished in  any  manner  by  the  grand  jury 
of  Donegal.  What  right  of  monopoly  in 
smugglmg  (he  asked)  ought  Donegal  to 
claim?  not  surely  a  ri^ht  from  usage; 
and  if  its  delinquency  is  to  be  forgiven, 
the  fines  paid  by  Londonderry  ou^t  hi 

Ittstice  to  be  refunded.  Wherever  land- 
ords  decidedly  and  resolutely  gave  their 
tenants  to  understand  that  smuggling  must 
be  got  under,  they  had  succeeded.  He 
knew  various  instances  wherein  energy 
and  determination  had  conquered  it,  and 
he  could  not  conceive  what  there  was  pe- 
culiar to  the  county  of  Donegal  to  prevent 
their  success  there  also.  A  large  tract 
of  country  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  whtre 
fines  had  been  imposed  to  a  considerable 
extent,  had  been,  by  the  exertions  of  the 
proprietors  and  their  agents,  thoroughly 
cleared  of  smugglers:  similar  exertions 
bare  been  equally  successdil  in  the  county 
of  Londonderry. 

The  risht  hon.  baronet  conjured  the 
House  to  nold  the  principle  of  Townland 
fines  over  the  country,  as. severity  was 
essential  to  abolish  this  trade,  so  baneful 
in  its  eflRects.    He  stated  that  the  hon.  ge« 
neral  had  attended  a  meeting  of  magis- 
trates, in  the  barony  of  Eniushowen,  in 
his  own  town  of  Mun,  m  the  latter  end  of 
1816,  when  the  fining  system  had  actually 
been  suspended  by  orders  from  govern- 
ment, and  the  gallant  general  joined  in  the 
unanimous  recommendation  of  that  meet- 
ing to  government,  to  place  Ennishowen 
under  the  operation  of  the  Insurrection  act. 
He  would  here  relate  one  instance  of 
outrage  which  had  been  perpetrated  dur- 
ing this  suspension,  and  noticed  at  this 
meeting,    as  it  proves    (amongst  many 
others)  the  homd  state  to  which  morals 
have  neen  abased  in  that  country;   and 
i^hich,  with  strange  nervcrseness,  is  attri- 
buted by  some  gentlemen  to  the  Town- 
land  fines.    An  organized  assemblage  of 
near  200  persons  endeavoured  four  or  five 
different  times  to  way-lay  and  murder  a  man 
named  George  Balfour,  and  why  ?  beoause 
he  had  dared  to  gLre  information  where 
Magenis,  one  of  the  murderers  of  Norton 
Butter,  was  secreted.    Their  plan  to  mur- 
der Balfour  was  known  to  many  hundreds, 
and  yet  no  discovery  of  it  was  made,  and 
•Aoordii^Iy  Balfoar  w«t|  on  tb^  ffih  time 
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these  miicreattts  assembled  for  the  pitr« 
pose,  met  by  them  and  murdered  in  tbcr 
most  brutal  manner. 

This  recommendation  to  goyemment  to 
proclaim  Ennishowen,  proves  decidedly 
the  opinion  of  the  gallant  general  and  the 
other  magistrates,  of  the  state  of  thaS 
barony.  The  operation  of  the  Insurrection 
act  is  far  more  seyere  than  the  Towntand 
fine  system,  but  it  would  not  stop  the 
ffltcit  distillation  of  whiskey. 

It  is  vain  to  assert,  that  smuggling  haa 
not  been  diminished;  for  the  transit  of 
barley  across  Lough  Foyle  to  Ennishowen* 
from  other  counties  of  the  north,  and  tire 
return  again  of  Fpfrits  has  totally  ceased; 
the  same  to  Scotland ;  the  smugglers  are 
driven  to  their  most  remote  fastnesaea, 
and  the  trnfiic  will,  by  persevering  against 
rtf  be  at  last  annihilated.    Already  four 
legal  distilleries,  paying  a  large  revemxe, 
and  capable  of  affording  a  good  price  for 
the  barley  of  the  country,  are  established 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ennishowen.  The  proper 
time  for  this  proposal,  to  abrogate  tba 
distillery  laws,  cannot  for  one  moment  be 
maintained  to  be  at  the  close  of  a  sessiini 
of  parliament,  and  the  discussron  of  it 
calculated  to  create  doubts  in  the  minda 
of  the  smugglers,  and  those  who  encou- 
rage them,  as  to  the  continuance  of  ther 
fining  system,  will  be  most  mischievoua. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  on  this  occasion  rejecC 
the  present  motion. 

Lord  Compton  pressed  upon  the  gallant 
general  the  propriety  of  withdrawmg  Ml 
motion. 

Mr.  Chichester  said,  it  was  impossible 
that  the  same  measures  could  be  employ* 
ed  to  advantage  in  mountainous  districta 
and  other  parts.  He  might  ask  any  lawyer 
whether  it  was  possible  by  law  property 
tK>  make  an  accessary,  before  or  after  Itie 
fact,  a  principal ;  but  by  that  law  the  acces- 
sary before  and  aAer  the  fact  was  not  only 
made,  but  was  made  a  prineipal.  Let  the 
House  consider  the  position  in  wMch  they 
were  placed  by  that  measure ;  they  nmst 
either  impoverish  districts,  or  accumulatia 
a  charge  upon  the  country.  The  property 
that  had  been  charged  could  not  amount 
to  less  than  600,0001.  The  sums  charged 
on  different  parts  were  enormous,  and  not 
one  shilling  of  indemnity  had  been  re» 
ceived  from  the  effects  of  •that  unjust  and 
impolitic  measure.  If  the  proper  powera 
had  been  exercised,  the  practice  of  flltoit 
distillatton  woold  have  oeen  put  down, 
and  it  would  not  have  been  pecamvy  to 
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rMort  Co  thid  uneoaititiitieiitl  mtMurtb 
At  le>At,  it  9heM  not  have  been  retorted 
to  till  ill  olher  meant  had  been  tried  io 

Mr.  Ptd  f  aid,  the  first  question  that 
ATOte  was,  bad  Ibc  meature  been  effica- 
ciout?    If  not,  there  wat  ground  for  re* 
peal.    It  might  be  efficaciout  and  yet  un* 
jotty  and  then  there  was  no  reaton  why  it 
#bould  not  be  repealed.    It  wat  necettary 
H  ahould  be  proved  to  have  been  efiective 
Itol  alone  in  one  dittrict*    It  might,  how- 
•voTi  have  failed  in  one  ditirict,  and  have 
tl«en  effieaciout  in  the  rest  of  Ireland. 
There  wat  not  one  petition  againtt  it  but 
ffom  the  county  of  DonegflS.     On  the 
contrary,  documentt  had  been  presented 
proving  the  tyitem  to  have  been  at  tuc- 
cetrfttl  at  could  have  been  aoticipBted.  If 
he  compared  the  number  of  nnes,  anfd 
found  a  decreate  with  the  tyttero,  then  it 
might  be  said  to  be  tucoestful.    If  he  ex- 
amiaed  the  rawardt  to  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary power,  and  found  tfiam  dtminith,  then 
it  might  be  said  that  it  wat  efficaciout. 
The  quantity  of  illicit  tpints  increasing, 
aandered  the  deotaad  for  legal  tpiritt  lest ; 
but  if  the  latter  increased,  then  be  might 
at^gueihat  the  tyatem  wat  tuccestful.    In 
fiveyeart  great  alterations  had  taken  place 
SMSong  the  fines.    In  Lent  atstzct,  1814, 
there  had  been  1,9^  ttill  finet;  in  1815, 
1,606;  in  1816,  1058;  and  in  1818,  the 
•mount  liad  dtminithed  to  368.    The  two 
last  yeara  had  diminished  by  one-fourth. 
0£  revardt  in  1818,  the  sum  paid  to  the 
military  and   to   the   civil   power   had 
•mounted  to  91,000^;   in  1815,  it  wat 
15»00C/. ;  and  last  year  IfiOOL  Latt  year, 
iharefore,  it  was  one-third  of  the  sum 
fMid  in  1818.     With  regard  to  legal  spi- 
nla,  in  three  years  in  the  county  of  Oerry, 
there  had  been  consumed  18,000  gallons, 
hefore  the  operation  of  this  measure,  but 
in  the  last  three  years  the  consumption 
had  been  111,000  gallons,  six  times  the 
amsNwt  of  the  former.     In  Ulster,  the 
aonsomption  for  die  three  last  years  had 
been  1,540,000  gallons,  a  quantity  greater 
Ihan  what  had  been  consumed  in  three 
y«avs  before  the  measure  was  in  opera- 
lion.    In  18l7t  the  fines  on  the  whole  of 
imiandt  exoapt  Donegal,  were  59S,  and 
!•  that  oeuaty  619  more  than  in  all  Ire- 
land besidas.    For  the  latt  five  years  in 
Kilkenny  there  had  been  18  fines,  in  Cork 
18,  in  Wicklow  5,  in  Waterford  8,  and  in 
Kerry  not  one.    For  these  SS,  there  had 
been  in  Donegal  8,400,  i.  e.  for  every  one 
k  theaa  part^  there  had  been  100  ui  the 
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county  of  Donegal.  Tlie  question  then 
arose,  why  could  not  things  be  managed 
differently  in  that  county  ?  There  was  a 
variety  or  causes  which  operated  against 
thst.  It  was  a  fact,  that,  in  that  countyi 
the  tithes  amounted  in  the  worst  and 
most  remote  parts,  to  I2s.  per  acre.  A 
memorial  had  been  presented  by  a  Mr. 
Robert  Young  to  the  board  of  excite,  in 
which  he  had  expretsed  his  surprise  that 
he  should  have  suffered  more  than  those 
who  had  emplojred  all  their  exertions  to 
support  illicit  distillation,  tliough  it  had 
been  hit  conttant  endeavour  to  tuppress 
it.  By  the  evidence  of  a  revenue  officer, 
which  had  not  been  contradicted,  a  Mr. 
Lucius  Carey  had  actually  imported  man* 
traps,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  catch- 
ing any  revenue  officer  that  might  come 
near  them.  There  seemed  to  be  a  par- 
ticular fondness  for  illicit  spirits  in  Done- 
gal, which,  perhapsi  operated  as  a  kind  of 
premium  for  them.  The  gallant  general, 
on  his  examination,  on  one  occasion,  had 
been  asked  what  sort  of  whiskey  was  most 
sought  after ;  to  which  he  had  replied.  If 
the  people  could  get  any  other,  thev  would 
not  drink  parliament  whiskey,  lie  was 
asked  if  he  gave  hit  haymakers  what  he 
called  parliament  whiskey  ^meaning  legal 
apirit) ;  to  which  he  replied,  he  would  not 

Sve  them  that  if  he  could  get  any  other, 
[any  of  the  inferences  that  had  been 
drawn  on  this  subject  had  been  totally 
erroneous. 

Sir  N.  Cdthnrst  thought  that  the  sys^ 
tem  would  finally  prove  effectual  io  Done- 
gal. Its  discontinuance  would  be  the 
greatest  injury  to  those  who  had  large 
oistilleries. 

Mr.  PameU  said,  that  the  measure  was 
most  vexatious.  It  was  not  only  operative 
when  a  still  was  found  any  where^  but  if  a 
worm  or  any  part  of  a  still  was  found;  and 
it  was  known  that,  if  any  quarrel  or  dia- 
agreement  existed,  a  man  had  nothing  to 
do  hot  to  go  and  put  a  still  on  the  person's 
ground  with  whom  he  had  quarrelled. 

Mr.  F.  FUzgeraU  said,  that  the  measure 
by  no  aseana  justified  the  strong  exprea* 
sions  that  had  been  used  against  it  He 
deprecated  the  mode  in  which  the  gallant 
general  had  come  fmward  at  such  a  period 
df  tiie  aeaaioBy  without  makin|r  a  single 
stateasent  in  aupport  of  his  motion.  If  in 
Donegal  the  measure  had  not  operated, 
the  rule  ^uld  not  be  cr  uno  iuce  omnes. 

Mr.  Knox  aaid,  if  the  question  came  to 
•  division,  lie  should  vote  for  the  raped. 

Gesocal  Hoft  replied.  It  had  been  mif 
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that  he  had  no  grounds  for  his  motion. 
His  grounds  were — to  prevent  cruelty  and 
.oppression ;  and  his  arguments-^that  the 
Jaw  provided  punislunent  enough  in  fine, 
imprisonment,  and  transportation.  .  He 
'Would  pledge  himself  that  every  material 
iBtatement  contained  in  Mr.  Chichester's 
.book  was  correct.  The  galhint  general 
idefended  the  gentlemen  of  Donegal,  and 
after  giving  notice  of  some  farther  pro- 
ceeding in  the  next  session,  concluded  by 
•expressing  his  willingness  to  withdraw  the 
jnotion  at  present. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Land  Tax  Assessment  in  West- 
•M0RLAND.3  Mr.  Lushington  presented 
a  copy  Qf  correspondence  between  the  tax 
office  and  the  assessors  of  land  tax  in 
Westmorland. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
•tion  of  the  Rouse  to  this  correspondence, 
.particularly  to  the  letter  of  a  Mr.  Johnson 
•to  the  commissioners  of  taxes,  in  which  he 
describes  himself  as  being  the  secretary  to 
the  .committee  for  managing  the  election 
of  the  pr^ent  members  for  Westmorland. 
He  goes  on  to  ask  for  certain  returns  of 
land  tax,  in  which  return  Mr.  Johnson 
4ells  the  commissioners  of  taxes  that 
iord  Thanet's  property  need  not  be  in- 
cluded. Now  this  was  the  letter  of  an 
electioneering  agent  to  the  commissioners 
«f  taxes,  a  person  who  never  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  to  approach  the  Tax 
office  ;  yet  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Winter,  the 
•secretary  to  the  board  of  taxes,  the  next 
day  returned  a  most  courteous  answer,  re- 
ecognizing  him  in  his  character  of  secretary 
to  the  committee  for  managing  the  elec- 
4ion  of  the  present  members,  and  inform- 
ing him  that  tlie  returns  for  which  he 
asked  would  be  furnished  to  him  by  the 
assessors  of  the  several  districts.  If, 
•however,  any  should  be  wanting  there 'the 
Tax  office  would  furnish  them.  This  was 
4a  most  flagrant  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  if  notice  was  not  taken 
'•of  it  by  the  proper  quarter,  he  would  him- 
•9elf  move  to  bring  the  parties  implicated 
:to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 

'the  whole  of  this  correspondence  was  new 

•to  him,  and  he  wished  to  have  time  to 

make  inquiry  before  he  gave  any  opinion 

.upon  it. 

Mr.  Brougham  trusted   that  Monday 

•  would  not  be  allowed  to  pass  over  without 

the  right  hon.  gentleman's  again  mcntioa- 

(ing  the  subject.    It  did  indeed  appear  to 
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him  thai  there  was  a  system  of  electioneer^ 
ing  policy  established  in  favour  of   tbe 
present  members  for  Westmorland,  and 
that  the    commissioners   of  taxes   w^ere 
parties  to  it.    This  was  one  of  the  grossest 
attacks  upon  the  freedom  of  election^  that 
he  had  ever  witnessed,  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  not  pass  it   over  witbouC 
showing  its  aense  of  it  by  callmg  its   att« 
thors  to  the  bar.    The  letter  to  which  he 
had  on  a  former  night  allsded,  namely^ 
that  of  Mr.  Thompson,  had  turned  out  to 
be  a  real  document,  and  not  a  ftbricatvoQ, 
as  some  gentlemen  had  declared  it  to  be 
in  their  opnion. 

Lord  ZototA^rdeclared.hifflself  ignorant 
of  the  whole  transaction. 
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Monday^  June  1. 

PSTITIOK    FROM     WESTMINSTER  FOR 

A  Reform  ijx  Parliambnt.]  Loid 
King  presented  a  Petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Westminster,  praying  for  a 
Reform  in  Parliament.  It  was  couched  iq 
the  same  terms  as  the  petition  presented 
this  day  to  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Alder* 
man.  Wood  [See  proceedings  of  the 
Commons]. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  ■• 
the  petition  stated  great  lawyers  to  be 
men  of  narrow  minds,  it  was  singuhu* 
enough  that  the  petitioners  should  have 
chosen  the  son  of  one  of  those  narrow 
minded  persons  to  present  their  remon- 
strance to  their  lordships.  The  ancestor 
of  the  noble  lord*  who  had  presented  the 
petition  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country ;  and  he  hoped  that  a 
descendant  of  a  lord  chancellor  would  al- 
ways be  found  ready  to  bring  under  theff 
lordships  consideration  the  just  complamts 
of  the  people ;  but  when  the  absuraity  of 
this  petition,  and  the  language  in  which  it 
was  couched,  were  considered,  he  trusted 
that  a  descendant  of  lord  chancellor  King 
would  not  consider  it  one  which  their  lord* 
ships  ought  to  receive. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  see  why  the  ah- 
^urdit^r  of  the  prayer  or  the  language  Df 
a  petition  should  form  an  argument  for  not 
laying  it  on  the  table.  That  it  was  unin* 
teiligible  might  be  a  very  good  reason  for 
not  reading  it ;  but  as  li  had  been  ore- 
sented  and  read,  he  thought  it  should  be 
received. 

The  Petition  was  rejected. 


to  * 


Alirn  Bihh.2    Lord   Sidmouih  roie 
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to  move  that  this  bill  be  committed.  He 
obsenredy  that  when  the  events  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  French  revolution  were 
considered,  it  was  not  surprising  that  the 
elTect  of  that  great  convulsion  snould  not 
yet  have  subsided.  Many  of  the  persons 
wlio  had  taken  a  part  in  the  overthrow  of 
the  French  government,  and  in  the  at- 
tempt to  overthrow  the  governments  of 
other  countries^  it  was  true,  were  dead» 
but  the  spirit  still  existed  in  many  parts  of 
Europe.  It  was  with  the  view  of  coun- 
teracting the  effects  which  this  revolu- 
tionary spirit  might  have  in  this  country 
that  the  first  alien  law  had  been  enactedi 
and  for  the  same  object  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  continue  it  for  two  years  longer. 
tt  was  necessary  to  keep  out  as  well  as 
to  send  out  of  this  country  those  per- 
sons who  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
vicinity  of  France  to  foster  a  spirit  menac- 
ing to  the  security  of  this  and  the  other 
governments  of  Europe.  He  was  aware 
It  might  be  said  that  the  sitnation  of 
things  was  very  different  now»  and  at  the 
time  when  the  alien  law  was  first  enacted; 
that  the  year  1818,  with  the  country  at 
^ace,  was  not  at  all  like  the  year  179S,  and 
the  country  at  war ;  but  if  their  lordships 
compared  those  periods,  they  must  also 
take  into  their  consideration  the  difference 
of  the  two  measures.  It  was  by  no  means 
accurate  or  just  to  assert  that  this  measure 
resembled  that  of  1793,  for  they  were,  in 
fact,  of  a  different  nature.  By  the  act  of 
i793y  aliens  were  made  subject  to  very 
•evere  regulations,  and  were  exposed  to 
penalties  if  they  violated  them.  They 
could  not  land  at  any  port  in  the  country 
without  a  licence  from  the  government. 
The  place  of  their  residence  was  fixed, 
and  they  could  not  travel  to  a  distance  of 
more  than  ten  miles  firom  it  without  a  spe* 
cial  licence  obtained  for  that  purpose. 
There  were  no  such  provisions  in  the  pre- 
sent bill,  which  merely  proposed  to  provide 
for  the  regular  exercue  of  an  authority 
which,  he  must  contend,  belonged  to  the 
executive  government.  It  was  true  that 
this  authority,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had 
been  laid  down,  was  questioned  by  some ; 
.  but  even  those  who  most  objected  to  the 
doctrine,  admitted  that  a  power  for  the  re- 
moval of  foreigners  in  periods  of  danger 
ought  to  be  lodged  somewhere.  That 
power  was  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  and  it  must  be  exerdsed  in  some 
way-  or  othefi  either  under  proclamation 
or  under  a  legislative  enactment.  The 
present  bill  merely  provided  for  ita  prompt 


exercise,  and,  In  fact,  tended  only  to 
eive  effect  to  the  prerogative.  He  was 
however,  ready  to  acknowledge  that  such 
a  measure  ought  not  to  be*  adopted  with- 
out necessity  ;  but  the  existence  of  such 
a  necessity  was  at  the  present  moment 
unquestionable.  At  a  time  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  all  the  governments 
of  Europe  to  expel  from  their  territories, 
or  place  under  particular  regulations,  ob- 
noxious foreigners,  was  it  to  be  contended 
that  this  country  ought  to  form  an  excep- 
tion to  that  policy  ?  Were  we  to  cherish 
tlie  revolutionary  spirit,  and  to  allow  all 
factious  individuals  to  find  an  asylum  In 
this  country  ?  He  would  ask  whether  the 
evU  of  such  a  course  of  proceeding  would 
not  be  infiniteljT  greater  than  any  tha^ 
could  possibly  arise  from  this  bill  ?  Before 
he  moved  the  commitment  of  the  bill,  he 
should  briefly  state  the  nature  of  a  clause 
which  he  intended  to  propose,  the  ne- 
cessity of  which  would  appear  from  the 
circumstances  he  was  about  to  state.  An 
act  of  the  Scotch  parliament  passed  in 
1685,  for  the  establishment  of  the  Bank 
of  Scotland,  contained  a  clause  by  which 
all  foreigners  holding  shares  in  that  bank 
became  thereby  naturalized  subjects  of 
Scotland,  and,  according  to  the  act 
of  Union,  all  subjects  of  Scotland  were 
naturalized  in  England.  It  appeared^ 
therefore,  that  any  foreigner,  by  invest- 
ing a  small  sum  of  money  in  the  Bank 
of  Scotland,  might  become  a  naturalized 
subject  of  Great  Britain.  All  the  pains 
which  their  lordships  had  hitherto  taken 
in  framing  regulations  for  naturalization, 
and  all  the  precautions  adopted  in  pass- 
ing naturalization  bills,  might  have  been 
superseded  by  the  short  process  he  had 
described.  At  the  expense  of  a  very 
inconsiderable  sum,  any  foreigner  might 
become  a  subject,  and  all  alien  bills  would 
be  of  no  avail.  His  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  eflect  of  this  act  of  the 
Scotch  parliament  only  within  these  few 
days.  Had  the  discovery  been  made  at  a 
more  early  period  of  the  session,  he 
should  have  proposed  a  short  bill  to 
meet  the  case.  Tnere  would  not  now  be 
time  for  discussing  a  proposition  for  the 
repeal  of  this  act,  but  he  would  recom- 
mend to  their  lordships  the  suspension  of 
its  operation  during  the  period  in  whidi 
the  present  bill  shoiud  continue  in  force. 
Earl  FUewilliam  said,  he  had  heard 
with  considerable  pain  the  proposition  of 
the  noble  viscount  to  continue  the  system 
of  ret trictio&s  with  regard  to  aliens  wbich 
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Hke  pr«8f  nt  bill  proposed  to  onact*  H< 
hadf  during  the  war,  supported  r^tric* 
tioDS  of  thtf  natur«>  becauae  he  thought 
thay  were  rendered  necessary  by  the  cir« 
ciiroffUnces  in  which  Europe  was  then 
placed ;  but  he  saw  no  necessity  for  their 
xrontinuance  now,  in  a  period  of  peaces 
i^onsideringi  therefore,  the  danger  that 
called  for  those  restrictions  to  be  now  over, 
be  was  anxious  to  return  to  the  ancient 
msi^ges,  practices,  and  forn»  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  he  should  consequently  feel  it 
)iis  dtt^y  to  vote  against  th^  present  bill. 
The  Duke  of  l^sex  saidi  he  had  op^ 

£o#ed  the  former  biU  on  this  subject,  and 
e  con9ciootiou9ly  felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to 
pppose  the  present  measure.  But,  even 
Uiough  he  had  not  feit  the  atrongeat  ob- 
jectiooa  to  tlie  principles  of  the  mefisure, 
iMSCurcences  which  had  taken  place  in  th^ 
cqv^vM^  of  th^  last  year*  and  which  proved 
ih^  improper  manp^rin  which  the  power 
givep  to  oiiniaterB  hja^  h^ieo  executed, 
vould  have  been  sufficient  to  have  induct 
bim  to  oppose  it.  With  the  case  of  ^n  in- 
dividual against  whom  the  AUan  act  had 
b^en  euforc^  bis  own  name  had  been 
connected ;  but  he  sipcerely  despised  all 
|;he  iasinuationa  that  had  been  thrown  out 
on  that  subject,  and  he  would  now  state  the 
facta  which  h^d  come  to  his  knowledge  to 
their  lordships.  An  officer,  who  bSd  a 
ooromission  in  the  British  service,  had 
lieen  tried  in  Portugal  for  n  pretended  | 
conspiracy.  In  consequence  of  that  triali  | 
bia  name  was  strpck  out  of  the  army  list,  j 
)^y  hia  majesty's  government.  But  this  ' 
ip^fts  not  f^l :  having  ^scaped,  be  arrived  at  | 
one  of  the  out->port9  in  a  ship  from  Ijisbon ;  | 
upon  which,  the  government  immediately  j 
ordered  the  expenses  of  his  pasaage  to  be  , 
paid)  and  sent  him  on  board  another  vessel 
to  be  conveyed  oi|t  of  the  country.  As 
to  the  trialf  b^  firmly  believed  that  this 
gentleman  was  perfectly  innocent  of  the 
charges  brought  agignst  him*  The  only 
thing  which  had  been  alleged  against  him 
ipras,  that  of  his  having  been  accMsed  and 
Ivied  at  Lisbon  for  some  practices  against 
the  goverameikt  there.  Of  that  charge 
he  believed  him  to  be  wholly  innoeent ; 
^d  here  b^  should  say,  in  allusioo  to  the 
infinuationa  he  had  before  mentioned, 
)hat  he  had  not  been  acquainted  latterly 
'ifith  the  individunl;  be  bad  knowa  him 
be^M!!?!  when  he  W9S  in  thW  country. 
V^hile  In  the  aeryice  of  an  iUufUioM  per- 

Kpniiget  be  ^m  in  tbo  habita  0/  communir 
1^199  ^itb  bim>  hm  aiooo  Ibon  h»  b«l 
lild  n^iMf    Tii0  greMad  of  the  arroet  of 
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tbii  oflicor  oa  bia  arritid  in  Harwich, 
thfit  he  bad  been  tried  at  Liabcin  ;  bfMt 
any  of  their  lordships  who  were  acqumaCgJ 
with  the  forms  of  a  trial  at  Lisbon,  ^rhcyp 
a  promotion  of  the  judge  goneralljr   fol-* 
lowed  the  conviction  of  a  person  inlcnicTal 
to  the  state,  it  would  not  appear  thmt   m 
conviction  was  always  an   evidencse    €>f 
guilt..  He  could  not,  then,  but  recftrd 
this  case  as  one  of  severity  under    th^ 
powers  of  the  act.    I'heir  lordships  cmj^i 
at  all  times  view  the  exercise  of  •ucia 
power  with  peculiar  jealousy ;  but 
particularly  when  they  heard  it 
that  this  meaaore  was  necesaaiy  for  thm 
tranqiiillity  of  other   countries.    It  ww 
proper  to  pass  laws  for  the  tranquility  of 
jSn^land^   but  to  invest  ministera  witli 
arbitrary  powefi  under  the  pretoooe  of 
maintaining  the  tranquillity  of  other  couo« 
triea.  wa9  what  he  would  alwa>a  pvotoat 
against.    He  also  particularly  objected  (o 
the  language  of  the  preatnble  of  the  bill, 
which,   contrary   to   fqcti   appeared    to 
ground  the  evpediencv  of  the  measure  oa 
a  circumstance  which  had  taken  placo 
since  tlie  last  act  was  passed. 

Lord  HiMand  regarded  the  measure  na 
most  unjust  and  impolitict  The  grouada 
on  which  it  had  been  attempted  to  induce 
their  iordahipa  to  agree  to  this  bill; 
namelyi  that  few  persona  bad  been  seat 
out  of  the  qountry  under  the  foroier  aot, 
and  that  thoae  who  were  tent  were  parseoa 
of  notoriously  bad  charactera;  were  either 
totally  inconsistent  or  untrue*  The  argu* 
ment  which,  bowevoTt  had»  be  believedt 
the  mos^  efl^t  in  reoonciling  the  public 
mind  to  this  meaaurei  was  tt^jt  which  vas 
founded  on  the  small  numb^  qf  penpoi 
against  whom  it  had  been  eitforcMi  The 
objection,  however,  was  not  merely  to  the 
number  of  persons  sent  out  of  the  countryt 
fcuit  to  the  cruelty  with  which  the  aol  op<h 
rated  on  those  who  were  allowed  iQiemaioin 
the  country.  Tlie  noble  secretary  or  slate 
begged  the  question,  when  he  ioferrsd 
that  those  persona  who  came  to  tkii 
country  must  neceatarily  be  of  bad  chap 
racter.  He  aaya,  **  Would  you  make  this 
country  a  reoeptade  for  all  the  peraons  ef 
bad  cbainoler  whoaii  other  goveraaisDts 
may  think  pr(^r  to  estptl  fran  their  do* 
minions?"  But,  waa  there  aver  a  time 
when  the  goteronaenta  to  whiok  he  aUndad 
did  not  poaseas  the  power  of  8aod«i\g  aay 
peraon  they  pleased  oul  of  their  larrilaneir 
This,  however^  fiaimed  one  of  Iho jaiiaajpal 
objectiana  to  ibe  raotauMw  The  iUuiAiiom 
Pfiion  who  bad  j«a(  9tpkm  had  faiala^ 
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dot  t  cue  wbich  ihoired  tlie  ikltccy  of 
taking  the  exclusion  of  inditiduab  by 
foreign  governmenti  as  a  criterion  of  cha-' 
meter.    Could  their  lordships  be  Indueed 
to  place  any  reliance*  either  on  the  deci- 
iiont  of  foreign  courts  of  justice,  or  the 
acts    of  foreign   governments,    in  such 
eases  i    Were  such  decisions  or  acts  ever 
regarded  by  their  ancestors  ?   Louis  14th, 
Or  any  other  despot  of  former  times,  found 
to  difficulty  in  saying,  tliat  the  unfortunate 
Individuals    they  persecuted  and   drove 
Into  exile  were  persons  of  bad  character; 
but  that  did  not  prevent  tliera  from  ob- 
taining an  asylum    in    England.    Their 
lordships  could  not,  therefore,  refer  to 
experience  to  shov  that  the  power  given 
to  ministers  had  not  been  unduly  exercised ; 
for  it  was  a  power  of  that  nature  which 
could  not  be  exercised  without  abuse.— 
Bat  it  was  not  merely  on  account  of  the 
cruel  situation  in  which  this  bill  placed 
foreigners,  by  cutting  them  offfrom  every 
refuse,  it  was  the  principle  of  the  bill  iuetf 
that  excited  his  most  decided  hostility. 
The  principle  laid  down  by  the  noble 
discount  was  subversive  of  every  maxim  of 
this  government,  namely,  that  arbitrary 
power  was  better  than  »  limited  govern- 
tnent,    provided   no    actual  charge  was 
made  out  against  those  who  were  in  pow^r. 
He  had  also  contended  that  this  bilf  did 
irof  eflbct  any  denial  of  protection   to 
affens  in  general ;  bat  ft  dtd  in  eftct  deny 
lliem  an  right  and  aU  protection;  and 
when  the  noble  viscount  said  that  the  bill 
had  onhr  desperate  and  abandbned  cha- 
racters for  \U  object,  he  forgot  that  the 
innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty  were  equally 
subject  to  its  operation;  he  forgot  the 
{li^ejudice  it  must  excite  against  every 
stiien  who  came  into  the  country,  and  how 
entirely  dependent  it  must  render  him  on 
the  will  of  every  man  with  whom  he  had 
to^  deal.    The  noble  viscount,  too,  had 
laid  great  stress  on  the  argument,  that  no 
abuse^  bad  yet  been  committed.    Let  us 
look  mto  this  boasted  assertion  a  little. 
He  (lord  Holland)  held  that  there  was 
no  arbitrary  power  that  was  unattended 
With  id)U8e.    The  persons  invested  with 
such  power  might  have  the  clemency  ora 
Titus  or  a  ^/^pasian;   they  might   be 
endued  with  the  deepest  penetration,  and 
the  highest  qualities  of  intellectual  wisdom, 
and  stiU  the  knowledge  that  they  were  in 
possession  of  arbitrary  power  might  enable 
otfters  to  abuse  it.    Did  not  the  noble 
vbcount  know  that  to  whatever  bdividual 
he  aifght  show  countenance  or  favour, 


thai  indBvldtttf  waa  inHnedlitcly  eiHiMM 
to  take  ondtie  advantages  over  any  unfafb 
tunate  alien  with  whom  he  might  be  eif* 
gased  in  arty  transaction.    Would  thd 
nobfe  viscOunt  ssy  that  he  wsis  not  him* 
self  liable   to   be   deceived?    Strnpose^ 
while  he  was  walking  home  that  ntgnt,  hi6 
should  meet  or  speak  kindfy  to  any  ind}« 
vidaal  who  owea  an  alien  money,  that 
very  circumstance  migfit  perhaps  afford  4 
ground  for  ifl  tisage.    Sttch  an  mdividuid, 
relying  perhaps  on  the  noble  vitcount'i 
good  opmion  of  him,  might  whisper  insl^ 
nuations  Xo  the  prejotfce  of  the  alien.    If 
there  were  no  alien  act,   the  forcytetf 
might  set  such  wickedness  at  defiance. 
Consciooa  of  his  own  integrity,  he  might 
boldly  meet  Vxt  debtor,  and  rely  on  th^ 
laws  of  the  country.    But,  at  present,  inw 
sinuations  of  the  slightest  nature  mighe 
intimidate  the  alien  to  submit  to  any  ttt* 
justice.    When  it  waa  urde^  thfat  thestf 
were  imaginary  cases,  he  aid  not  like  to 
mention  names,  but  he  knew  that  soch 
things  had  happened.    The  late  M.  D0 
BoTO  had  expended  large  sums  on  an  Im- 
portation of  foreign  booka;  one  of  tbent 
was  considered  to  contain  matters  noe 
exactly  agreeable  to  certain  persona  tw 
thia  country.    A  hint  waa  given  to  M« 
I>e  BoiFe,  that  he  shoald  take  care  what 
works  he  sold ;  this  alarmed  him  so  modf 
that  he  sent  back  the  whole  parcel,  ^eiti 
suffered  a  great  loss  by  the  undertaking. 
Now,  if  he  who  had  resided  so  long  in  thi# 
country,  wlio  had  friends  snd  legal  advi« 
sets,  snd  knew  its  custom  so  well,  was  pot 
to  all  tlhis  loss   and  inconvenience,  how 
much'  worse  must  the  case  be  with  an  un- 
protected stranger !  It  would  be  insulting 
to  the  House  to  dwell  on  all  the  varioua 
possibilities  in  which  such  things  might 
happen ;  but  he  should  relate  one  instance 
of  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  a  man  of  all  othen 
the  least  disposed  to  mske  any  ungeneroue 
use  of  arbitrary  power.    At  the   com* 
mencement  of  the  late  contest,  a  matt 
waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  saying  that  he  had  sr 
fact  of  importance  to  communicate,  and 
begged  to  speak  without  witnesses ;  but 
Mr.    Pitt  insisted  on  having  witnesset. 
The  man  then  stated  that  the  government 
of  France  had  hired  a  person  to  assassi- 
nate him,  and  added  so  many  drenntb 
stances  of  the  notes  by  which  the  assassiit 
was  to  be  paid  having  been  traiumitted 
through  Ghent,  Bruges,  and  a  variety  of 
odier  towns,  that  Mr.  Pitt  Was  in  the  end 
induced  to  believe  the  account.  He  wrote 
to  fWeiga  stdnisteniy  and  theyi  nnder  the 
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operation  of  an  alien  act  then  exiBtmg  in 
fianders,  traced  the  individuals  connected 
with  these  notes  in  the  establishments  of 
the   Flemish  bankers.    Two    individuals 
were  there  thrown  into  prison,  where  they 
remained  for  five  years,  to  the  utter  ruin 
of  themselves  and  their  families.    At  the 
peace,  it  was  discovered  that  these  unfor- 
tunate individuals,  so  unluckily  connected 
with  the  notes  in  question,  were  coming 
to  England  to  discharge  a  private  debt 
with  the  very  money  in  question,  and  to 
recover  a  demand  which  they  had  against 
Mr.   Pitt's  informant.     These  were  cir- 
cumstances, these  were  facts,  that  called 
on  their  lordships  to  pause  before  they 
subjected  aliens  to  the  effect  of  a  mere  in- 
sinuation  made    against  them.    He  did 
not  blame  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  he  mentioned  the 
fact^  to  show  the  mischiefs  unavoidable  in 
the    exercise   of  arbitrary    power.     He 
knew  that  the  present  bill  contained  a  pro- 
vision enabling  aliens  to  appeal  to   the 
privy  council ;  but  how  could  a  man  appeal 
after  he  was  sent  out  of  the  country  I — 
His  lordship  then  referred  to  the  case  of 
Las  Cases ;  who,  whether  he  had  offended 
againat  the  regulations  of  St.  Helena  or 
not,    was  unnecessarily  deprived  of  his 

?apers  when  he  arrived  in  this  country, 
'he  Alien  act,  gave  no  powers  for  the 
seizure  of  papers,  and  he  believed  such 
seizure  illegal.    The  papers  were  after- 
wards restored ;  but  the  loss  of  them  for 
six  or  seven  months  might  be  ruinous  to  a 
literary  man,  whose   subsistence   might 
depend  on  the  observance  of  his  engage- 
ments with  a  bookseller.    There  was  no 
intention,  perhaps,  to  injure  the  man,  but 
if  he  was  ill  used  redress  was  impossible. 
—As  to  the  prerogative  that  had  been  so 
much  insisted  on,  and  the  necessity  that 
there  must  be  a  power   somewhere    of 
sending  aliens  out  of  the  country,  there 
must  be  also  a  power  to  hang,  but  the 
question   was,    whether    a    discretionary 
power  should  be  vested  in  the  ministers 
of  the  Crown.    He  thought  the  preroga- 
tive did  not  exist ;  the  general  principles 
and  habits  of  our  government  were  agamst 
any  such  arbitrary  power;  but  the  noble 
viscount  had  shown  sufficiently  the  spirit 
with  which  he  was  actuated,  and  had  set 
out  by  ridiculing  all  laws  that  opposed  the 
powers  he  required,  though  those  laws 
had  existed  before,  and  were  sanctioned 
b^,   the  Union.    These  laws  the  noble 
viscount  (who  set  himself  to  teach  man- 
kind  how  to  legislate  on  new  and  sweeping 
principles)  was  lo  repeal,  without  alleging 
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the  slightest  abuse  or  inconvenience 
ing  out  of  them.    It  had  always  been  the 
policy  of  this  country  to  encourage  fa-i- 
reigners,  and  to  r^p  the  benefit  of  theiar 
skill  and  capital;,  and  the  best  way  U». 
effisct  this  had  been  found  to  be  the  exten- 
sion to  such  persons  of  the  advantages  of 
the  British  constitution.  Next  to  Hculand^ 
whom  we  had  now  compelled  to  follow 
the  same  harrow  course  as  ourselves,   this 
country  had  always  been  the  most  distin- 
guished for  a  liberal  and  generous  policj. 
She   bad    always    been   the   subject   of 
panegyric  on  this  account,  and  her  very 
geographical  position  considered  as  having 
something  providential  in  it— - 

^  Britain !  thy  land  by  Heaven  was  sure  de- 
signed 
^  To  be  the  common  refuge  of  mankind,'' 

were  the  words  of  Waller,  the  founder  of 
our  parliamentary  eloquence,  and  a  ma» 
well  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  our  best 
interests.    He,  it  seema,  was  in  a  mistake, 
and  this  country  was  no  longer  a  refuge 
for  the  oppressed,  but  what  Gibbon  called 
one  of  the  cells  of  the  great  state  prisons 
of  Europe,  and  completely  subservient  to 
other  states.    What  was  it  that  had  been 
accomplished   by  all   the  measures  and 
system  of  the  war  which  the  noble  viscount 
so  highly  extolled  ?    If  that  system  had 
been  so  successful  as  he  represented  it^ 
where  was  the  danger,  or  the  demand  for 
an  alien  bill  I    The  noble  viscount  must 
either  say,  that  after  all  the  efforts  of  this 
vaunted  system,  after  all  the  blood  and. 
treasure  that  had  been  expended,  things 
remained  just  where  they  were,  and  the 
same  measures  must  still  be  returned  to ; 
or,  that  he  had  put  down  all  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  of  Europe,  but  was  still  so 
fond  of  power,  that  he  could  not  part  with 
it.    It  was  not  to  abuses  that  might  be 
committed   against    foreigners,  that  the 
unconstitutional  nature   of  this  measure 
was  confined  ;  the  effect  of  arbitrary  power 
was  not  confined  to  those  upon  whom, 
but  extended  to  those  by  whom  it  was 
exercised.  Was  there  any  man  whose  dis- . 
position  remained  the  same  after  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  the  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power?    After  sending  out  aliens 
with    such    facilitv,    the  noble  viscount 
could  not  help  wishing  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  same  power  whenever  he  was 
thwarted,  with  wnatever  justice,  in  any 
other  quarter.    The  constitutional  doc- 
trine was,  to  consider  the  evils  arising  out 
of  arbitrary  power  in  general,  rather  than 
instances  of  special  abuses.    He  should.- 


I0S5] 


Men 


aUud«  to  the  case  of  the  Spaniards  who 
had  escaped  into  Gibraltar,  and  who  (as 
he  hoped  by  mistake^  were  sent  back  into 
Spaio,  where  two  of  tiiem  were  condemned 
to  death,  and  one  to  twelve  years  in  the 
^lies*    The  gallant  officer  who  had  re- 
tamed  them  into  Spain  received  an  ac- 
count that  one  of  them,  Don  Dieeo  Cor- 
reia»  had  written  against  the  English ;  it 
turned  out,  however,  that  this  was  not 
true,  and  that  a  mistake  had  been  made  in 
the  name  s  but  the  result  of  this  mistake 
was,  the  loss  of  the  unfortunate  Spaniard's 
property.    This  showed  how  any  secre- 
tary of  state  might,  with  the  best  inten- 
tions,    be    entirely    misled.  — But    the 
greatest  objection  was,  the  gross  impolicy 
of  the  measure.    We,  whose  great  object 
had  always  been  to  'prevent  universal  mo- 
narchy, were  now  most  unwisely  lending 
ourselves  to  such  a  system.    It  was  not 
an   imaginary  but    a   real   evil,  that  all 
Europe  should  be  governed  by  one  will ; 
and  if,  instead  of  one,  we  had  five  or  six, 
all  agreeing  together,  the  e&ct  of  this 
oligarchy  of  a  club  of  sovereigns  would  be 
just   the  same.    Russia  would  proscribe 
one  man,  France  another,  Austria  a  third, 
and  no  where  would  any  refuge  be  found 
from  the  power  of  a  despot.    The  efiect 
of  such  a  system,  under  the  Roman  em- 
pire, had  been  well  pointed  out  by  Gib- 
bon:—** The  division  of  hurope  into  a 
number  of  independent  states,  connected 
however  with  each  other,  by  the  general 
resemblance  of  religion,   language    and 
manners,  is  productive  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial consequences  to  the  liberty  of  man- 
kind.   A  modern  tyrant,  who  should  find 
no  resistance  either  in  his  own  breast  or  in 
his  people,  would  soon  experience  a  gen- 
tle   restraint   firom    the  example  of  his 
eauals,4he  dread  of  present  censure,  the 
advice  of  his  allies,  and  the  apprehension 
of  his  enemies.  The  object  of  his  displea- 
sure escaping  from  the  narrow  limits  of  his 
dominions,    would    easily    obtain    in    a 
happier  climate  a  secure  refuge,  a  new 
fortune  adequate  to  his  merit,  the  freedom 
of  complaint,  and  perhaps  the  means  of 
revenge.    But  the  empire  of  the  Romans 
filled  the  world,  and  when  that  empire 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  single  person, 
the  world  became    a  nfe  and  dreary 
prison  for  bu  enemies.    The  slave  of  im- 
perial despotism,  whether  he  was   con- 
demned to  drag  bis  gilded  chain  in  Rome 
and  the  senate,  or  to  wear  out  a  life  of 
exile  on  the  barren  rock  of  Seriphus,  or 
the  froaen  banks  of  the  Danabe,  expected 
(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 
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hb  fate  in  silent  despair.    To  resist  was 
fatal,  and  it  was  impossible  to  fly.    On 
every  side  he  was  encompassed  with  a 
vast  extent  of  sea  and  land,  which    he 
could    never  hope    to    traverse  without 
being  discovered,  seized,  and  restored  to 
his  irritated  roaster.    Beyond  the  frontier 
his  anxious  view  could  discover  nothing 
but    the     ocean,    inhospitable    deserts^ 
hostile  tribes  of  barbarians,  of  fierce  man* 
ners  and  unknown  language,   or  depen* 
dent  kings,  who  would  gladly  purchase 
the  emperor's  protection  by  the  sacrifice 
of  an  obnoxious  fugitive.    **  Ubicunque 
esse,"  said  Cicero  to  Marcellus,  <<  cogi- 
tare  deberes  te  fore  in  ejus  ipsiusquem 
fugeres  potestate.*'    If  we  followed  this 
example,  we  should  make  the  world  one 
vast  prison,  and  be  perpetually  embroiled 
with  foreign  powers.    Hitherto  we  had 
refused  to  give  up  to  the  vengeance  of 
foreign   powers    tnose    who    fled    from 
their  injustice ;  and  at  what  time  was  it 
that  we  took  on  ourselves  to  become  po- 
lice officers  to  the  rest  of  Europe  ?  Whea 
it  was  dear  from  the  state  of  things  that 
there  must  be  shortly  alterations  and  con^ 
vulsions  in  the  state  of  Spain,  were  we 
to  espouse   the  cause  of  either  party} 
When  it  was  avowed  that  this  bill  was  to 
prevent  convulsions  in  France,  how  were 
we  to  say  to  the  king  of  Spain  that  we 
would  not  do  as  much   for    him?     He 
would  reply,  *<  Then  you   espouse  the 
cause  of  my  enemies ;   you  support  the 
standard  of  revolt  against  a  legitimate 
Bovereign.'*    It  was  by  laws  and  policy 
counteracted  by  the  present  bill,  that  Eng- 
land arrived  at  the  pre*eminence  she  had 
now  attained,  and  we  ought  not  to  violate 
that  policy  or  trample  on  those  laws.  The 
operation  of  the  present  bill  would  eScct 
a  sacrifice  of  all  the  advantages  we  bad 
enjoyed.  It  would  involve  us  in  petpetual 
difficulties  with  foreign  states,  and  in  a 
constitutional  view,  be  highly  dangeroua 
to  the  liberties  of  the  country.    For  these 
reasons  he  never  voted  against  any  bill 
with  so  much  determinate  hostility  as  he 
should  do  against  the  present. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  said,  that  if 
their  lordships  took  a  correct  and  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  present  bill,  it  would 
be  found,  that  instead  of  granting  freeh 
powers  to  the  epcecutive,  it  did  notbine 
more  than  provide  for  the  effisctudt 
discharge  of  those  granted  by  the  consti- 
tution to  the  Crown.  There  were  three 
aspects,  or  rather  twot  since  the  third  was 
included  in  the  two  first,  under  which  is 
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was  proposed  to  ^trrd  Ae  pre^ietot  Mil. 

First,  as  it'  regarded  our  intei^al  peace ; 

secondly,  as  it  entfbfltd  us  to  preserve  the 

relations  of  amity  wifh  foreign  states ;  and 

thirdly,  as   pretenting  both   natives  and 

Others,   while  resident  here,  from  inter- 

jtneddiihg  with  tfiat  repose  which  was  the 

object  of  the  peace.    Any  one  of  these 

constdcrations  worAd    be    sufficient   to 

Ihduce  him  to  support  an  Alien  bill,  bat 

their  Combined  torce  he  conceived  quite 

infficienft  to  overpower  all  the  objections 

Which  were  utged  by  the  opposite  side. 

^e  great  argument  in  favoor  of  the  power 

of  the  Crdwn  connected  with  its  preroga* 

thre,  was  to  be  found   in  the  thhrtteth 

chapter  of  Magna  Charta,  which,  though 

meant   to    curtail    the   strength   of  the 

Crpwn,  wasy  in  bis  opinion,  most  clearly 

in  its  fevour.    The  Mstory  of  the  country 

gave  repeated  inst^ces  of  the  exercise  of 

this  power  by  the  Crown.     So  necessary 

tras  this  power  fro  the  well-being  of  the 

State,  that  if  the  Crown  was  not  already 

possessed  of  it,  he  should  consider  the 

latter  fact  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the 

bresent  bill.    Without  such  an  authority 

we  c(]ruld  not  long  roaintam  oihr  relatiohs 

with   nelghbdudhg  states;    for   nothing 

fcould  be  more  mohstrous  than  to  suppose 

^^t  foreign  states  could  remain  in  peace 

with  this  country  while  their  subjects  were 

ifcHowed  to  car^y  on  s^bem^s  of  mbchief 

here  ^gahist  our  sillies.    This   principle 

Was  an  ancient  and  acknowledged  cfnd :  all 

Hie  hd^ttKties   of  Greece  onginated  in 

teproacfaes  for  harbonring  the  enemies  of 

the   respective   states;    the  war  of  the 

auccession    was    occasioned   by   simtfarr 

ineaits ;  ant!,  not  to  dwell  on  remote  facts, 

Hitir  fbrdships  could  not  have  for^tten 

ihe  cotophilhts  made  by  the  revolutionary 

Mvemments   of  France  respecting  tlie 

nylan  which  emigrants  fl^om  that  country 

Were  permitted  to  receive  here.    Power, 

he  w;ould  allow,  was  liable  to  abuse.    Bnt 

what  was  the  fkct  as  to  this  law  ?  Because 

three  or  four  persons  had  been  ordered 

from  our  shoi^s  among  mofre  ihan  as  many 

hundreds,    who  had  found  shelter,  was 

the   character   of    the  country   td   be 

Impeached,  its  hospitality  decried,   and 

foreigners  told  it  was  nnsdfe  to  fiy  here 

fbr  protection  from  undeserved  hardships  ? 

The  merit  of  the  measure  was,   that  it 

operated  on  the  conduct  of  all :  if  ib' 

ireigners  who  came  here  acted  well,  they 

Inei^  beforehand  they  would  remain  safe ; 

they  ti6t^d  badly,  or  intended  ko  to  act, 

they  were  aiware  ihey  would  be  reitiored. 
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R  Wassaid,  that  Ch«  bill  wdnld  piw^nt  fer  « 
reigners  from  settling  amon^  us,  and  tbefe-* 
by  contributing  to  viur  poptuation,  our  arte^ 
imd  our  wealth.    Aknon^  be  waa  noe 
much  afraid  of  that  excess  of  popula-- 
tidn  which  some  poltticiana  and  wrieeitt 
hfid    dreaded:    yet  there  were  certaiii. 
means  of  augmenting  it  whtch  he  was  iM^ 
anxious  to  adopt.    He  did  not  wish  to 
make   this    country  tlte  receptacle  for 
every  rogue,  vagabond,  or  incendiary,  wiio 
might  think  it  expedient  to  nesort  hefe 
from  foreign  parts.    But  it  Was  obserrec!, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  pre«» 
sent  bill  in  a  period  of  peace.    While  be 
thanked  noble  lords  for  the  compliftieiit 
they  paid  to  the  peace  which  his  coHeagnes 
had  made,  and  which  they  were  assured 
was  Hkely  now  to  last,  he  should,  at  the 
same  time,  be  glad  to  be  informed  whte 
the  Sudden  light  brc/ke  in  upen  tho^ 
noble  lords  which  had  enabled  them  to- 
discover  that  aB  was  cahn,  that  no  appt6v 
hensions  were  to  be  felt,  akid  no  security  tn 
be  taken,  in  order  to  consolidate  a  peace 
so  recently  condtlded.    Other  states,  h 
Should  be  considered,  had  the  power  to 
send  away  their  suspected   charaetert, 
which  rendefed  the  same  powernecessarj 
here,  as  otherwise,  tbfe  exercise  of  it  tfae^ 
vrhere  would  hove  theeftct  of  drivingthe 
refuse  herd  of  foreigners  to  this  country. 
These  were  the  grounds  upon  whidi  ne 
should  support  the  bill.    Liberality  was  a 
favourite  word  with  noble  lords  on  Ae 
other  side,  and  he  could  not  hdp  adverts 
fng  to  a  most  benevolent  act  which  c^- 
racterised  their  administration  in  1806^ 
It  would  be  recollected  that  a  person  caoie 
over  to  this  country  to  propose  the  assto- 
sination  of  Buonaparte  to  Mr.  Fox,  when 
that  minister  not  only  at  once  rejected  Ae 
proposal  with  becoming  scorn,  but  caused 
the  first  Consul  to  be  written  to  upon  the 
a&ir,  which  occasioned  such  loving  let- 
ters, that  a  negotiation  was   begun  fbr 
a  neace.    Instead  of  sending  the  a&sassin 
on,  ai  very  properly  was  done,  suppose  a 
complaint  had  been  transmitted  by  die 
French  government,  with  a  request  to  dis- 
miss him,  what  would  have  been  thought  of 
an  answer  like  this — **  We  cannot  send 
away  the  wretch,  but  we  have  proceeded 
to  prosecute  him,  and  after  two  or  thre^ 
terms  we  expect  to   get  rid  of  him.*^ 
Would  noble  lords  contend  that  a  power 
which  had  been  exerted  for  the  safety  nf 
the  person  with  whom  we  were  at  open 
war  at  that  time,  should  not  be  exercised 
in  peace,  and  fbr  tlie  protection  of  tho  go^ 
vernments  of  our  friends  i 
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The  Mflrquii  of  Lamdnmne  obeenred* 
that  th«  introduction  of  the  present  ipea- 
sure  was  a  proof  of  the  mUcbievous  effect* 
of  legislating  upon  appreYiensioos.  When 
the  people  became  famiUarised^  and  the 
government  accustomed  to  the  acts  thup 
nastily  introduced^  parliaiQent  proceeded 
easfly  from  one  step  to  another,  on  we;^ker 
and  weaker  grounds;  and  it  was  impossible 
but  thati  sooner  or  later,  abuses  must  creep 
into  the  sjrstem.  The  bill  before  the  House 
had  been  introduced  three  or  four  differ- 
ent times^  each  time  with  less  necessity^ 
until  now,  when  it  was  defended  qpon 
grounds  of  general  e^cpediency  which  were 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the 
bill  itself.  It  ought  to  he  made  perpetuaL 
consistently  with  the  arguments  by  which 
it  was  atteqnpted  to  be  justified.  All  the 
arguments  of  temporary  expediency  were 
found  to  be  so  weak»  that  even  the  sup- 
porters of  them  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  the  nw>re  extensive  grouqd  in 
the  end.    The  noble  viscount  coul4  not 

Ere.tend  that  the  danjger  was  imminent; 
e  could  show  no  design  wluch  it  w^  ner 
cessary  to  defeat,  but  confined  hia^ej^f  to 
calling  for  the  measure,  in  order  to  qieet 
a  vague  apprehension  entertajoed  ^ixh 

aect  to  persons  on  the  continei^vty  who 
iipbibed  opinions  not  consistent  with 
Ihose  embraced  by  the  np^ls  viscoxint,  or 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  thia 
country.  S^oh  was  the  o^^  groi^d  f  d- 
▼anced  in  order  to  l^}i^^  this  great  ^Iter- 
ation in  the  constitution  of  the  couQtry. 
Such  were  the  persons  they  were  advised 
to  exclude,  not  by  the  regular  inst^tulious 
of  tho  country,  bul  by  an  infringement  of 
the  principles,  aod  a  departure  from  the 
practice  of  the  best  times.  The  noble  lord 
nad  not  attempted  to  inform  th.em,  that 
there  were  no  periods  in  our  history  when 
wo  were  mor^e  exposed  to  the  machinations 
of  foreigners.  He  had  quoted  Magna 
Charta  to  prov^  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  ;  but  it  was  Magna  Charta  accomr 
panied  with  his  own  explanation.  He 
aaemed  io  have  forgotten  that  sir  Edward 
Coke,  the  great  law^amhority  upon  a]l  ^ 
mcient  ^tute^  bad  giixen  an  opJinion 
flirecthr  the  reverse  of  his,  and  n^iiixtained 
that  tne  words  <<  nisi  public^  pxohibiti 
applied  onlv  to  an  act  of  pariHamanty  Aod 
jconsequently  that  foreigners  could  onljr 
he  pronibited  hv  an  act  of  tho  legislature- 
]But  what  would  they  £nd  to  be  the  case 
.00  looking  tp  .the  practice  of  England? 
Thay  would  find  that  fcon»  the  accessioo 
jof  the  House  pf  Stuarjfc  dow&ip  jthf  p^ipod 
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when  this  bill  was  first  introduced,  it  w^ 
not  found  pece^sary  to  have  recourse  (o  a 
measure  ofsi^ch  severity.  Were  not  the 
Jesuits  a  bodv  against  whose  machina- 
tions it  might  Se  thought  proper  to  pro- 
vide ?  Yet  in  the  good  times  pf  the  con- 
stitution, no  one  thought  of  si^ch  a  mea- 
si^re.  Soon  after  the  period  of  the  Re- 
formation, another  society  aro^e,  the  Ana-, 
baptists  of  Germany,  who  from  tl^eir  con- 
nection with  this  country  were  particu- 
larly dangerous :  yet  no  one  came  down 
to  parliament  to  require  that  thev  should 
be  excluded.  Even  after  the  exife  of  the 
house  of  Stuart,  while  there  stil]  existed 
a  large  party  celljad  Jacobites,  whose  nui- 
chination^  were  not  withoot  danger  to 
England,  the  measure  was  not  resorted  to. 
Yet  England  had  not  at  that  time  attained 
to  that  height  of  wealth  and  po««fer  of 
which  she  was  now  nossessed-r-she  d^d 
not  even  rank  in  the  first  class  of  European 
powers— .her  rivals  were,  in  gei^er:^,  n^ore 
powerful  thapi  she  was,  and  even  under  all 
these  disadvantages  she  relied  for  her  sequ- 
rACy  on  tlie  laws  of  .the  couo  try.  His  noble 
fr^^d  (lord  Holland)  hfd  alhiq^^  on  a 
former  occasion  to  an  opinion  of  sir  Wil- 
liam Temple.  That  gi;eat  schplar  9^0^ 
statesman,  surveying  the  constitutipn  of 
the  United  States  of  HpUeu^d,  ha4  said[» 
tliat  one  of  the  subjects  which  he,n^oat  ad- 
^Mre4  i&  it,  was  the  9^ylum  it  aSb,rded  ita 
fugitives  from  other  countries^  and  .parti-, 
ciuarly  to  fugitives  fro^i  France.  It  was 
impqssibje  to  suspect  him  of  p^^tialjty  to 
the  enemies  qf  Henry  ^tb,  on  M;ie  contram 
his  predilectioaSi  if  any,  were  on  the  ^ige 
of  that  great  monarch.  He  approved  0^ 
the  general  prinqmle  of  aifordiog  promo- 
tion to  qivil  oSenofers  pf  every  a^Qpmm|^ 
tion.  The  noble  lord  v^ho  i)pQ]u9j[i^^t;  na^ 
s^idj  that  the  hill  urai  n^es^ry  %o  p^^ 
serve  our  relations  pf  peace  apd  aipity  i^uh 
other  countries ;  hut  we  had  sucoQeded  in 
preservin^^  these  rel^ons  before  without 
Its  afsistanpe.  Besides,  he  would  ^kf 
which  pf  the  nations  of  the  world  hf^suS* 
fered  most  from  foreign  intfuence  ?  Was 
it  England  ?  Was  it  Holland  ?  Was  it 
the  Uni^4  ^ates  of  Ameriqa?  No| 
those  plaqss  in  which  tlie  principle  was 
xpqst  bh^r^y  applied^  were  those^  which 
bad  suffered  least.  As  for  Ajnerica,  be 
rejoiced  in  her  nrosperity ;  but  if  there  )irap 
any  one  thing  for  which  hfi  was  dispose^ 
to  envy  her^  it  was  ^he  practice  of  afford- 
ixM  ^helVer  to  those  irho  fled  from^  politi- 
ciu  pprsecutiou^      It  haa  been  saioj  thaf 

govefw^i^  h«(i.^W5  «l>^»ed  ^^ 
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conferred  by  former  bills;  but  was  it  not 
en  abuse  that  persons  were  prevented  by 
them  from  comlne  into  the  country  with 
their  property  and  other  advantages  i  The 
principle  avowed  by  the  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side  was,  *'  poena  ad  paucos,  metus 
ad  omnes,*'  but  what  worse  principle  could 
a  statesman  act  upon  ?  What  could  be 
worse  than  to  deter  men  from  coming  into 
the  country  by  hanging  over  their  heads, 
not  the  visitation  of  the  law,  but  the  visi*. 
tation  of  power  ?  It  was  impossible  but 
that  great  hardships  must  arise  under  the 
system.  How  was  the  secretary  of  state, 
to  determine  as  to  the  characters  of  these 
foreigners  ?  With  all  the  information  he 
was  able  to  procure  at  home  witli  respect 
to  domestic  offenders,  he  was  sometimes 
proVed,  upon  trial,  to  have  been  mistaken. 
And  could  they  expect  that,  with  regard 
to  foreign  countries,  he  was  more  likely  to 
obtain  accurate  information  ?  There  ap- 
peared in  all  the  arguments  on  the  other 
side  a  strange  disposition  to  undervalue 
tlie  laws  of  the  country,  which  were  com- 
petent to  punish  real  guilt  wherever  it 
was  found*  He  never  could  believe  that 
a  constitution  which  had  withstood  the 
strongest  efforts  in  violent  times,  could  be 
destroyed  by  a  few  foreigners,  towards 
whom  the  people  of  this  country  enter- 
tained a  degree  of  jealousy  amounting  to 
repugnance.  It  was  on  a  conviction  of 
the  absurdity  and  injustice  of  the  proceed- 
ing, and  seeing  that  no  special  case  was 
made  out  to  prove  that  it  was  called  for 
by  any  drpumstahces  peculiar  to  the  pre- 
sent times  that  he  should  oppose  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Harrotobt/  said,  he  was  wil- 
^n^  to  admit  most  of  the  general  propo- 
/utions  of  the  noble  marquis,  because  they 
did  not  apply  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  present  case.  He  argued, 
fhat  the  bill  did  not  give  powers  unknown 
to  the  constitution,  but  merely  facilities 
Ito  the  exercise  of  an  undoubted  right. 
The  historical  illustrations  be  thought 
peculiarly  unfortunate;  because  in  the 
reign  of.  Elizabeth,  the  royal  prerogatives 
had  been  exercised  to  their  full  extenty 
and  in  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts,  the  danger 
originated  not  with  foreign,  but  with  na- 
tive Jacobites,  residing  here  and  abroad* 
^e  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  any  ho- 
nest  alien,  who  wished  to  reside  here  for 
the  fair  exercise  of  his  art  or  industry, 
would  be  for  a  moment  deterred  by  the 
provision^  of  this. measured  Could  any 
icasea^d^e land  be  forooght forward?  It 
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was  vain  to  think  that  two  or  three  yeara 
weresafficient  to  do  away  the  effect    or 
those  principles  which  had  been  in  of^C" 
ration  for  the  last  twenty  years.    The  to«s 
and  swell  of  the  waters  was  still  felt  al^er 
the  tempest.      It  was  not  because  other 
powers  nad  adopted  such  a  measure,  tbat 
it  was  thought  proper  to  introduce  it  here, 
but  because  of  our  vicinity  to  France,  and 
the  advantages  afforded  by  our  free  press 
and  free  constitution  to  those  who  cniglit 
wish  to  disturb  the  peace  of  France  and 
of  Europe^      The  po^er,  it  was  true,  like 
every  other  power,  was  exposed  to  abuse  ; 
but  the  question  was  whether,  looking  at 
the  whole  case,  it  was  not  better  to  inciir 
the  present,  than  expose  ouriselves  to  other 
and  greater  evils  ? 

The  House  divided:  Contents,  34;  Net- 
Contents,  15:  Majority,  19.  The  House 
beine  in  a  committee,  lord  Sidmouth  pro* 
posed  his  clause  relative  to  aliens  who 
had  bought  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scot* 
land,  pursuant  to  the  Scotch  act  of  1695. 

The  Earl  o^  Lauderdale  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  House  making  itself  ac- 
quainted with  the  Scotch  act  of  1695, 
before  it  proceeded  to  repeal  it.  The 
repeal,  too,  of  this  act,  which  was  pro- 
posed not  merely  prospectively  but  retro* 
spectively,  was  a  violation  of  the  public 
faith  on  which  foreigners  had  embarked 
their  property. 

Lord  AfeivUle  said,  that  he  had  a  copy 
of  that  act  printed  by  the  king's  printer, 
which  was  generally  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  of  an  act,  and  which  he  would 
tender  to  be  read. 

Lord  Holland  remarked  on  the  strange 
situation  in  which  the  H9use  was  phiced, 
in  being  called  on  to  alter  an  act  of  par* 
liament  without  having  it  regularly  before 
them,  and  without  knowing  its  contents. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpofd  observed,  that 
the  House  had  been  informed  of  the  na^ 
tore  of  the  act,  by  a  noble  viscount,  who 
was  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Scotlandi 
and  who  tendered  it  to  be  read. 

The  Duke  of  Sussex  said,  that  like  msnjr 
other  noble  lords*  he  was  quite  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  the  act,  the  repeal  of  which 
was,  without  previous  noticei  to  be  pressed 
upon  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  wished  to  know 
whether  the  noble  viscount  produced  the 
act  in  his  character  of  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  or  as  a  peer  of  pariia- 
rneot.  If  in  die  former  capacity,  he 
should  wish  to  put  some  questions  to  him. 

Lord  JfslmUe  said,  he  only  appeared 
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there  as  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  ai  such 
tendered  the  act  to  the  House  to  be  read. 
The  £arl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  the 
printed  act  produced  by  the  noble  viscount 
would  be  0^  no  authority.  The  act  had 
never  been  printed  in  the  regular  series  of 
ttie  Scots  statutes,  and  the  original,  whicli 
the  House  might  call  for,  was  in  the  re- 
cord office  of  Edinburgh.  Unless  the 
House  was  really  in  possession  of  that  act 
nothing  could  be  regularly  done. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  said,  that  strictly 
speaking  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  act ;  but  there  was 
another  course  open  to  the  House  by 
which  it  might  avoid  the  necessity  of  rent- 
ing the  statute.  He  meant  by  a  clause  to 
this  effect,  that  all  persons  naturalized 
after  the  29th  April,  except  by  act  of  par- 
liament, should  be  deemed  aliens. 

Earl  Oreijf  submitted,  that  this  clause 
would  go  too  far.  [The  lord  chancellor 
said  he  had  no  objection  to  this.']  He 
was  aware  that  the  learned  lord  never  ob- 
jected to  zo  any  length  in  increasing  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  though  he  objected 
to  go  a  step  in  defending  the  liberties  of 
the  subject.  The  sweeping  clause  which 
was  now  proposed  not  only  deprived  of 
their  riffhts  all  those  who,  relying  on  the 
Yaith  of  the  nation,  had  purchased  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Scotland,  but  those  also  who 
had  become  possessed  of  the  rights  of  na- 
toral-bom  subjects  by  other  acta  of  par- 
liament which  had  granted  those  rights  to 
certain  classes  of  foreigners  as  Uie  reward 
of  certain  services,  ineflectual  as  he 
knew  any  appeals  to  that  House  to  be,  he 
could  not  help  protesting  against  this  in- 
justice. 

The  Lord  Chanedlor  said,  that  whether 
he  or  the  noble  earl  had  best  defended  the 
liberties  of  their  country  mutt  be  left  to 
others  to  determine,  but  he  rejoiced  that 
the  course  of  his  politics  had  been  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  noble  earl.  As 
the  act  of  the  Scots  parliament  had  been 
recited  in  several  British  acta,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  call  for  that  act 

Lord  Holland  saw  no  reason  whidi 
could  justify  the  House  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session,  in  admitting  a  clause  which 
so  materially  affected  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  faith  of  the  nation,  ft  was 
singular  to  think  that  Uie  measure  was 
founded  on  the  secret  communications  of 
the  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland, 
who  bad  turned  informer  against  that  cor- 
poration.   The  parliament  of  Scotland  had 


declared  th&t  members  of  the  Baink  of 
Scotland  should  possess  all  the  advantages 
of  natural  bom  subjects  of  Scotland.  By 
the  act  of  Union,  aJI  the  subjects  of  Scot- 
land were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  This  privilege 
was  to  be  taken  away  without  knowinr 
whether  one  man  or  one  thousand  had 
availed  themselves  of  this  power.  Thitf 
clause  went  to  affect  property,  to  which 
the  House  always  professed  the  utmost 
attention,  to  affect  rights  already  created, 
and  yet  not  one  fact  had  been  Adduced  to 
show  its  necessity. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  as  a 
device  had  been  found  out  to  evade  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  country  with  re- 
spect to  naturalization,  even  those  who 
were  the  most  violent  opposers  of  the  alien 
bill  might  consistently  consent  that  it 
should  be  put  an  end  to.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  the  clause  operate  from  the  fi9tb 
of  April,  which  was  the  day  when  the  no* 
tice  of  the  Alien  bill  was  first  given. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  there  wer9 
many  acts  of  parliament  giving  the  privi* 
lege  of  natural-born  subjects  to  fbreignera 
in  certain  cases ;  for  instance,  one  or  Wil* 
liam  9rd,  giving  the  right  to  foreign  Pro* 
testants  who  had  served  two  years  in  our 
armies.  Tliere  was  another,  giving  these 
rights  to  foreigners  who  had  resided  seven 
vears  m  our  American  plantations,  or 
held  offices  there  for  two  years.  If  the 
terms  of  any  persons  in  these  situationa 
should  expire  after  the  29th  of  April,  they 
would  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  so* 
lemnly  promised  Uiem.  The  chuse  might 
also  operate  most  unjustly  on  thoae  fo» 
reigners  who,  on  the  strength  of  the 
rights  which  they  had  imagined  they  had 
securely  acquired,  had  engaged  topor^ 
chase  lands. 

The  subject  was  then  dropped,  and  a 
clause  limiting  the  duration  of  the  bill  to 
one  year  was  rejected ;  as  was  one 
posed  by  the  earl  of  Carnarvon,  excli 
from  its  operation  aliens  being  husi 
or  wives,  or  parents  of  Britbh  siAjeels, 
or  having  been  domiciliated  here  five  years 
before  the  last  peace.  The  lord  chtticel- 
lor  then  moved  the  following  clause : 
**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  that  such  persons  as 
may  have  been  naturalised,  or  claim  to 
have  become  naturalised,  since  the  28th 
of  April  last,  by  the  effect  of  any  act  of 
the  parllameiit  of  Scotland  heretofore 
passed  relative  to  the  bank  of  Scotland, 
or  who  may  claim  to-be  naturalised  by 
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llQcoinki;  nart^ers  of  the  bank  of  Scot- 
bod  after  uie  pawing  or  this  aot^  ahall  be 
deenaedand  tabonto  bealieas^  notwi(h« 
staodiog  the  provifi^'ons  of  ^y  act  of  the 
parlkuneat  of  Scptlaad^  whibt  the  provi- 
aions  of  thia  act  relative  to  aVeos  shall 
femain  in  force." 

The  Marqvis  of  Lansdotune  rengted 
this  de^rice,  by  which  tlie  necessity  of 
prodiicing  tM  Scotch  statute  was  avoided, 
and  moved  aa  an  ameodnKnti  th^  the 
vrocda  '<  28th  of  April''  be  omitted,  and 
U«e.iford#  **  from  and  after  the  paasiog  of 
the  said  act*'  be  substitated. 
•  Hie  Earl  otLuuderdak  observed,  that 
MMiiaoMOt  might  with  as  much  fairness 
uvadB  the  property  of.  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land, as  deprive  it  ^  the  privilege  to 
whw^  this  clauae  referred.  To  take 
aivay  this  privilege  froa)  the  Scotch  ^ank 
H^oat  serve  to  diminish  the  demand  for  its 
atodE*  A^y  deciaien  vpon  a  clause  of 
thif  v^we  ought  to  be  posKiM^ned  until 
the  Bap»k  proprietors /should  have  an  op« 
portunitj  of  filing  their  opinion,  in  tne 
ahape  of  a  petition,  l^fore  the  House. 
;  Lord  Mnvifi^f  in  reference  to  what  had 
been  9aid  iby  lord  Holland,  denied  that  he 
had  diBserted  the  intereats  of  the  bank  of 
8eotI(md,  by  communicating  the  intelli- 
gence he  bad  given  to  ministers..  The 
statute  h%d  bee^  sent  to  him  frpi^  Edln- 
burgh,  for  the  purpose,  by  n^o^,  who, 
like  him^^lf,  we^e  conoeriJ[eid:  in  the  Bank 
of  SpotlandU  He  thought  the  accusation 
brought  agamst  him  not  at  ali  warranted 
by  the  £sots. 

Lord  Holkmd  had  AOt  intended  to  say 
any  thic^  ofFenaive  to  tlie  noble  lor^ 
but  he  thought  the  two  loffices  of  goveraor 
0f  the  Bank  and  minister  oi^  state  in  aome 
degree  incompatible. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  clause,  42 ;  Against  it,  20. 

Lord  Gage  proposed,  that  any  alieo 
whom  government  desired  to  .send  out  of 
the  country  should  receive  a  month's  pre- 
vious  noticOt  in  order  that  he  might  hav^ 
time  to  prepare  ior  hia  departure ;  and 
that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  go  to 
atty  port  or  place  he  thought  proper, 
provided  a  stnp  wga  found  ready  for 
nia  fconveyanoe ;  but  if  not,  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  wait  a  reasonable 
time  for  auch  opportunity  of  convey* 
lanee,  government  being  autboriaed  during 
suoh  deby  to  commit  the  alien  to  pri- 
son, if  It  thought  the  proceeding  necea- 
sary,  UpOO  ithia  pvcpoeitipn,  a  diivisioa 
took  pl«ce:   Cpote«ti^   80.     Not-Con- 
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entSt  42/— Lord  Sidmoatfi  movaed^  tii«a 
the  atanding  order  $houl4  be  auspended, 
in  order  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
should  be  received,  apd  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow.    Upon  this  motion 
an  animated  conversatioo  took  places  lords 
Holland,  Lauderdale,  Bosslyn,  and  the 
marquis  of  Laosdof^ne,  strongly  protest- 
ing against  the  attempt  to  treat  the  ordlers 
of  the  House  as  a  mere  mockery,  by  aua- 
pendlog  them  for  no  other,  reason  than  tbat 
of  a  wish  to  afford  personal  {accommoda- 
tion to  his  majesty's  ministers.     Suc^ 
precipitancy  they  cCeemed  peculiarly  ob- 
jectionable in  consequence  of  the  material 
alteriition  which  had  that  niight  so  unex* 
pectedly  been  made  in  the  bill.    Lords 
Liverpool  and  Sidmouth  contended,  oa 
the  contrary,  that  the  standing  ord^v 
were  often  (uspensed  with  upon  occaaiona 
by  no  means  so  pressin(|,  and  that  firooa 
tbe  late  period  of  the  session,  it  was  neoes* 
saiy  to  accelerate  .the  progresa  of  this 
measure^  which  had  been  already  long 
enough  before  the  House  to  afford  noble 
Ijords  aa  ample  opportunity  for  under- 
standing it.    The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

ElXUCATXPN  OF  THJS.  PoOft  BiLL.]    Qq 

tbe  ifliotioin  of  the  E^rl  q(  RossJyn,  their 
lordsljijps  proceeded  to  take  into  conside* 
ratioo  me  report  of  the  committee  on  thia 
biU,  wh^n  several  amendments  were  made* 
On  ihfi  question  hfsipg  put,  that  the  bill 
be  read  ^  third  time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  asjd,  that  in  hia 
opinion  the  bill  was  very  much  improved 
siace.it  ^lad  come  ftpm  the  Commons,  al- 
though some  persons,  without  duly  eoosi- 
dering  the  subject,  appeared  to  think 
Otherwjise.  No  peer,  he  was  aware,  parti- 
cularly an  individual  aituated  as  he  was, 
hfd  aright  to  notice  what  passed  eke- 
whar^,  especially  as  it  was  so  difficult  to 
come  at  a  correct  ^count  of  oroceedinga 
ont  of  doors.  Soipethin^  l^ao,  however^ 
occurred  on  this  aubject^in  another  place^ 
on  which  he  wished  to  ^y  ^  kw  words. 
He  could  RQt  separate  from  their  lord- 
8hi{is  that  nieht  without  observing,  that, 
havifl^  considered  all  ihat  was  done  witl^ 
respect  to  this  bill, «.  his  conduct  had  not 
been  treated,  as  £Eir  as  he  could  judge 
from  what  he  had  read,  with  that  justice 
and  propriety  which  it  deserved.  He  was 
in  the  judgment  of  those  who  had  known 
him  lonff,  and  who  could  decide  on  the 
truth  oF  this  observatioi^  The  attack^ 
howevei^  to  which  he  Alhiided,  ahould  not 
operate  on  turn  to  diminith  the  respect^ 
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civility,  mid  tfttentrloA  wfiich  he  had  a1- 
y^ayn  shcnrn  to  ercfy  member  of  parlift^ 
mdnt,  to  erefy  gentlemati,  and  especiatly 
to  the  gentlemen  of  his  o«m  profession. 


II     I.       ,m. 


HOU^E   OF  COMMONS* 

Monday f  June  K 

iPrriTioK  wnoU  WBixanNSTE*  for 
A  Refobm  in  Parliambnt.]  Mr. 
AMtrman  WMl  prflfsoMed  •  Pelfition  and 
AnBOOitraace  from  flertaia  iaiMibitant 
hooiehalders  af  the  eiiy  and  Kbertiea  of 
WettDihiftar  in  public  meeting  assem- 
bled, on  the  2Srd  of  March,  1818,  setting 
lenht 

^  <*  That  on  the  House,  as  appeara  to  die 
Fetititmers,  tiiere  doubly  rests  a  legal, 
consttttrtiomri,  and  moral  obligation, 
Ipromptl^  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  the 
people  whenever  they  arc  aggrieved,  and 
make  their  apl>licatton ;  inasmuch  as  it  is 
a  Hoase  wbiim  iM^ds  the  office  o^  a  nfr- 
SMnal  rsfnseniattvei  and  which  also 
daioia  to  be,  in  respect  of  ccrtaia  electoral 
and  legirfatortal  rights  of  ttie  Commons,  a 
court  of  judicature  having  exclusive  juris- 
diction ;  in  the  first  place,  the  very  na- 
ture bf  representation  requires  that  the 
House  shall  do  for  the  people  in  all  ways, 
but  more  especially  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, whatever  they,  if  legsdating  pci^ 
ieoally,  would  for  aalf-preservatioo  do 
Ibr  themselves ;  and  in  the  second  place, 
Sfthe  House  be  an  English  court  of  judi- 
cature, it  roust  well  know  that  every  such 
fcourt  hath  of  necessity  its  attributes  and 
its  duties,  its  power  and  its  responsibility : 
if  such  a  court  do  aot  wantonly  abandon 
its  fuactiens,  it  decides  causes  coming 
within  its  jurisdictioiH  whenever  by  bill, 
suit,  or  petition,  regularly  brought  before 
it;  to  try  or  not  to  try  an  issue,  it  hath 
no  option ;  to  do  or  not  to  do  its  duty,  it 
hath  no  choice,  neither  hath  it  any  dis- 
cretion whereby  it  can  dispense  with  af- 
fording redress ;  for,  in  the  English  con- 
stitution, as  in  the  code  of  nature  and 
ieasaii,it  is  an  eteitial  principle  of  equity, 
enphatlcaHy  reiterated  in  the  maxims  of 
em*  law,  and  shines  tfie  brightest  gem  in 
Haffna  Charta,  that  justice  shall  neither 
be  denied  nor  delayed ;  wherefore,  when 
suitors  appiv  to  such  a  court  For  redress 
of  iatoteiable  wrongs  committed  by  its 
own  membem,  it  oanaot  be  campeient  to 
say,  <  Oo  your  way  for  this  time,  when 

*  we  have  a  more  convenient  season  we  will 

*  send  for  ye ;'   in  irhort,  toocblng  the 
House,  one  of  whose  of^ces  it  is  to  Im- 


peach unjuM  Judges,  it  is  inmossiMe'  it  can 
enumerate  fimong  kM  pHtileges,  l9iat  of 
being  Itself  an  unjust  judee ;  or,  among  its 
attributes,  that  of  an  auttiority  to  perveit 
equity;  aad  to  mock  at  justice,  a  shocking 
impiety,  peculiarly  offensive  to  God,  oM 
dtsgusttng  to  man  ;  to  deny  justicOj  wena 
to  dispense  with  and  to  suspend  law,  trea- 
sons tor  which  a  king  was  expelled  firoiti 
the  throne,  and  such  a  denial  by  a  ccfwi% 
that  had  monopolized  all  the  powers  of 
redress  were  an  aggravation  of  the  guik 
beyond  all  power  of  language  to  express ; 
the  House  are  earnestly  requested  to  ob- 
serve, that  by  the  law  of  this  knd  it  ai 
pears,  that  whenever  by  petition  of  risp 
even  a  privste  mean  empleads  the  king 
himself,  for  that  his  majesty  wrongfem 
holcb  an  inheritance  belonging  to  thm 
man,  the  king,  as  mere  matter  of  oiBcid 
duty,  invariably  says,  in  writing,  <  Ist 
*  right  be  done  to  the  party,'  when  a  com- 
mission as  invariably  issues  to  Uiat  end  j 
but  when  last  year  more,  as  it  is  beKeved, 
than  a  million  of  aggrieved  people,  spede« 
ine,  as  it  is  beliemi,  the  sense  of  manV 
mOlionsi  eropleaded  by  their  petitions  m 
right,  those  members  of  the  House  wh6 
wrongfully  withhold  from  the  whole  aatioiii 
the  most  valuable  and  most  sacred  Inhe- 
ritance, constitutional  representation,  th^ 
empleaders,  instead  of  bemg  answered  that 
right  should  be  done,  experiencedi  tm  the 
contrary,  a  perversion  of  equity,  and  a 
mocking  of  justice,  mixed  with  insult  and 
calumny ;  and  their  oppressors  had  inllii- 
ence  enough  not  only  to  tcause  their  peti« 
tions  to  be  trampled  upon,  but  to  procure 
a  suspension  of  all  laws  of  protection ;  In 
consequence  of  whidi,  virtuous  parlia- 
mentary reformers  were  inhumanly  hunted 
by  the  blood-hounds  of  false  accusation 
into  ruin  and  misery,  chains,  dungeon, 
and  exile ;    the  petitioners  feel  warranted 
in  marotaining,  that  neither  an  English 
assembly  of  representative  legislators,  nor 
an  English  court  of  judicature,  can  be 
privileged  to  substitute  Its  own  arbitrary 
will  for  law,  its  own  capricious  pleasure 
for  the  constitution;    drecretionanr  Iftw, 
characteristic  of  despotism,    hatn  ever 
been  peculiarly  abhorrent  to    the   iree 
mind  of  England,  nor  can  discretionary 
law,  which  may  for  any  length  of  time 
deny,  and  which,  as  it  appears  to  the  pe- 
titioners, hath,  in  fact,  by  a  contempt  of 
their  petitions  of  right  for  five  and  thirty 
years,  denied  politiad  liberty  to  the  peo* 

Sle  of  England,  be  reconciled  whh  thai 
ivine  principle  of  her  constitution,  by 
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virtue  of  which  the  very  touch  of  her  soil 
gives  freedom  to  the  slave ;  nrherefore  the 
petitioners  prsy  that  the  House  will,  as 
speedily  as  may  with  due  consideration 
consist,  pass  a  bill  for  effectually  securing 
to  the  people  in  all  time  to  come  the  lelN 
evident  right  of  universal  freedom  fairly 
distributed  according  to  population  with 
annual  elections,  and  in  those  elections 
the  protection  of  a  ballot." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablci  and  to  be 
printed. 

Copy  of  thb  Treaty  between 
HIS  Britannic  Majesty  and  tAe 
King  of  the  Netherlands  for 
preventing  the  Slave  Trade.] 
Lord  CoiUereagh  presented  to  the  House, 
by  the  command  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
the  Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  for  preventing  their  sub* 
jects  from  engsging  in  any  traffic  in 
slaves.  There  were,  the  noble  lord 
.observed,  only  two  or  three  points  in 
which  the  provisions  of  this  treaty  differed 
'  from  those  of  the  treaties  concluded  upon 
the  same  subject  with  the  kings  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  these  alterations  were 
Gidculated  in  no  degree  to  interfere  with 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  treaty. 
The  first  point  of  alteration  was,  to  exempt 
the  European  seas ;  that  is,  that  the  reci- 
procal rieht  of  search  should  not  extend 
to  the  Mediterranean,  the  North  Seas,  or 
the  Channel  This  exemption  was  the 
more  proper,  as  it  could  not  be  appre- 
hendea,  tiiat  the  Slave  trade  would  ever 
be  carried  on  within  these  seas.  The 
next  alteration  was  the  consequence  of 
an  objection  pretty  generally  expressed 
against  the  establishment  of  the  principle 
of  an  equal  right  of  sjearch,  among  nations 
who  were  very  unequal  in  naval  force. 
Id  order  to  obviate  this  objection,  it  was 
stipulated,  that  the  number  of  ships  au- 
thorized to  search,  should  be  limited  to 
twelve  on  each  side,  and  that  each  of  the 
contracting  parties  should  give  notice  to 
the  other,  what  are  the  ships  so  autho- 
rized. These  arraneements  would,  he 
hoped,  meet  the  approbation  of  the  House, 
especially  considering  the  important  ac- 
cession of  the  government  of  the  Nether- 
lands to  the  general  association  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  the  Slave  trade. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  concurred  with  the  noble 
lord  in  congratulating  the  House  upon  the 
accession  of  such  a  power  as  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Netherlands  to  the  great  pur- 
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pose  alluded  to.  The  conceesiona  made 
to  obtain  that  accession  he  did  not  regret* 
because  he  |ras  fully  assured  that  the 
Slave  trade  was  so  likely  to  be  short  lived, 
that  the  exemption  of  the  Mediterraoeais 
from  the  operation  of  the  right  of  search 
was  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 

The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  aaid 
Treaty : 

Treaty  between  his  Britamric  Majesbr  and 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Nethermnds, 
for  preventing  their  subjects  fromeogag^ng 
in  any  traffic  in  Skves.  Signed  at  the 
Hague,  May  4tb,  1818. 

In  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  Trini^:** 
His  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdoni 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  his  miyestr 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  animated  into 
a  mutual  desire  to  adopt  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  carrying  on 
of  the  slave-trade  by  their  respective  subjects^ 
and  for  preventing  their  respective  flass  from 
being  made  use  of  as  a  protection  to  Uiis  oe* 
forious  traffic,  by  I  be  people  of  other  couo* 
tries  who  may  enga^  ttierein ;  their  said  ma^ 
jesties  have  accordmsly  resolved  to  proeeed 
to  the  arrangement  of  a  convention  for  the 
attainment  of  their  objects,  and  have  thcxe- 
fore  named  as  plenipotentiaries,  ad  hoc^ 

His  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  rig^ 
hon.  Richard  earl  of  Clancarty,  viscount 
Dunlo.  baron  Kilconnel,  baron  Trench  of 
Garbaily,  in  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  one  of  his  majesty's  roost 
hon.  privy  council  in  Great  Britun  and  also 
in  Ireland,  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
first  for  the  affairs  of  commerce  and  colonies, 
colonel  of  the  regiment  of  militia  of  the 
county  of  Galway,  knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  most  hon.  order  of  the  Bath,  ambas- 
sador extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  his 
said  majesty  to  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  grand  duke  of  Luxemburg ;  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands^ 
Anne,  William  Charles  liarun  de  Nag^U 
d'Ampsen,  member  of  the  body  of  Nobles  of 
the  province  of  Guelderland,  knight  Grand 
Cross  of  the  order  of  the  Beleic  Lion  and  of 
that  of  Charles  the  Third,  chamberlain  and 
minister  of  state,  holding  the  department  of 
Foreign  Affiiirs;  and  Cornelius  Felia  vam 
Maanen,  commander  of  the  order  of  the 
Belgic  Lioi«,  and  minister  of  state,  holding 
the  department  of  Justice;  who,  havine  ex- 
changed their  full  powers,  found  in  good  and 
due  lorm,  have  agreed  on  the  following  Ar* 
tides: 

Abt.  1.— The  laws  of  the  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Iralaad  lenderiog  it  al- 
ready highly  penal  for  the  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty  to  cany  on,  or  to  be  in  any 
way  engand  in  trade  in  slaves,  bis  mi^ly 
the  king  of  the  Netherlands^  refening  to  lbs 
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8th  Artade  of  the  Convention  entered  into 
^Ui  bis  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  13lh  Au. 
^st  i924»  engages  in  pursuance  thereof,  and 
-within  eight  months  trora  the  ratification  of 
those  presents,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  to  pro- 
lubit  all  his  sul^ects,  in. the  most  effectual 
manner,  and  especially  by  penal  law  the  most 
formal,  to  take  any  p»rt  whatever  in  the  trade 
cf  slaves ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  measures 
already  taken  by  the  British  government,  and 
to  Ije  taken  by  that  of  the  Netherlands,  being 
found  ineffectual  or  insufficient,  the  high  con* 
trs^cUng  parties  mutually  engage  to  adopt 
fiuch  further  measures,  .whether  byf  legal  pro- 
vision or  otherwise,  as  may  from  time  to  tm^ 
appear  to  be  best  calculated,  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner,  to  prevent  lul  their  respective 
subjects  from  takmg  any  share  whatever,  in 
this  nefarious  traffic. 

AaT.  8.-r-The  two  high  contracting  parties^ 
for  the  more  complete  atUunment  of  the  ob- 
ject of  preventing  "all  traffic  in  slaves,  on  the 
part  of  their  respective  subjects,  mutually  con* 
.aent  that  the  ships  of  their  royal  navies,  which 
shall  be  provided  with  special  instructions  for 
this  purpose,  as  herein-after  mentioned,  may 
visit  sucn  merchant  vessels  of  the  two  nations, 
as  majr  be  suspected,  upon  reasonable  grounds, 
of  having  slaves  on  board  for  an  illicit  traffic; 
.and  in  the  event  only  of  their  finding  such 
slaves  on,  board,  may  detain  and  bring  away 
such  vessels,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  trial  before  the  tribunals  esta- 
blished for  this  purpose,  as  shall  hereinafter 
be  specified. 

,  Art,  S. — In  the  intention  of  explaining  the 
mode  of  execution  of  the  preceding  Article  it 
is  agreed ;  1st,  That  such  reciprocal  right  of 
visit  and  detention  shall  not  be  exercised 
within  the  Mediterranean  sea,  ,or  within  the 
teas  in  Europe  lying  without  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar,  and  which  lie  to  the  northward  of 
the  thirty-seventh  varallel  of  north  latitude, 
and  also  within,  ana  to  the  eastward  of  the 
iQeridian  of  longitude  twenty  degrees  west  of 
Greenwich.  Sd.  That  the  names  of  the  se- 
veral vessels  furnished  with  such  instructions, 
the  force  of  each,  and  the  names  of  their  se- 
veral cooimanders  shall  be,  from  time  to  time, 
immediately  upon  their  issue,  communicated 
hf  the  power  issuing  the  same  to  the  other 
high  contractina  party.  Srd.  That  the  num- 
ber of  ships  of  each  of  the  royal  navies  au- 
thorized to  make  such  visit  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  exceed  the  number  of  twelve,  belonging 
to  cither  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  with- 
out the  special  consent  of  the  other  high  con- 
tracting party  being  first  had  and  obtained. 
4th.  That  if  at  any  time  it  should  be  deemed 
expedient  ^hat  any  ship  of  the  royal  navy  of 
either  of  the  two  high  contracting  {Mrtics  au- 
thorised to  make  such  visit  as  aforesaid,  should 
proceed  to  visit  any  merchant  ship  or  ships 
under  the  flag,  and  proceeding  under  tne 
convoy  of  any  vessel  or  vessels  of  the  roval 
navy  of  the  other  high  contracting  party,  that 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  anip  duly  su- 
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thorised  and  instructed  to  make  such  visit, 
shall  proceed  to  effect  the  same  in  communi- 
cation with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
convoy,  who,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  shall  give 
every  facility  to  such  visit,  and  to  the  even- 
tual detainer  of  the  merchant  ship  or  ships  so 
visited,  and  in  all  things  assist  tQ  the  utmost 
of  his  power  in  the  due  execution  of  the  pre- 
sent convention,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  thereof.  5th.  It  is  further  mu- 
tually a^e^,  that  the  commanders  of  the 
ships  oT  the  two  royal  navies,  who  shall  be 
employed  on  this  service,  shall  adhere  strictly 
to  the  exact  tenor  uf  the  instructi9ns  which 
they  shall  receive  for  this  purpose. 

Art.  4. — As  the  two  preceding  Articles  are 
entirely  reciprocal,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  engage  mutually  to  make  good  any 
losses  which  their  respective  subjects  may 
incur,  unjustly,  by  the  arbitrary  and  illegal 
detention  of  their  vessels ;  it  beine  understood 
that  this  indemnity  shall  invariaoly  be  borne 
by  the  ^vernment  whose  cniizer  shall  have 
been  euilty  of  tlte  arbitrary  detention;  and 
that  the  visit  and  detention  of  ships  specified 
in  this  Article  shall  only  be  effected  by  those 
British  or  Netherland  vessels  which  may  form 
part  of  the  two  royal  navies,  and  by  those 
only  of  such  vessels  which  are  provided  with 
the  special  instructions  annexed  to  the  pre- 
sent treaty,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
thereof. 

Art.  5. — No  British  or  Netherland  cruizcr 
shall  detain  any  ship  whatever  not  having 
slaves  actually  on  board;  and  in  order  to 
render  lawful  the  detention  of  any  ship,  whe- 
ther British  or  Netherland,  the  slaves  found 
on  bctoird  such  vessel  must  have  been  brought 
there  for  t^e  express  purpose  of  the  traffic. 

Art.  6 — ^All  ships  of  the  royal  navies  of 
the  two  nations,  which  shall  hereafter  be  de- 
stined to  prevent  the  traffic  in  slaves,  shall  bo 
furnished  by  their  respective  governments 
with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  annexed  to  the 
present  treaty,  and  which  shall  be  considered 
as  an  integnd  part  thereof.  These  instruc- 
tions shall  be  written  in  the  Dutch  and  £ng* 
lish  laiijguages,  and  signed  for  the  vessels  of 
each  of^the  two  powers,  by  the  minister  of 
their  respective  marine.  The  two  high  con- 
tracting parties  reserve  the  faculty  of  altering 
the  saia  mstructions,  in  whole  or  in  part,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances ;  it  being,  however, 
well  understood,  that  the  said  alterations  can- 
not take  place  but  by  the  common  agreement, 
and  by  the  consent  of  the  two  high  contract- 
ing parties. 

Abt.  7.  —In' order  to  bring  to  adjudication, 
with  the  least  delay  and  inconvenience,  the 
vessels  which  may  be  detained  for  having 
been  engaged  in  a  traffic  of  slaves,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  fifth  Article  of  this  treaty, 
there  shall  be  established,  within  the  space 
of  a  year  at  furthest  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  present  treaty,  two  mixed 
courts  of  Justice,  formed  of  an  equal  number 
of  individuals  of  the  two  nations,  named  for. , 
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this  purpose  by  their  respective  sbvereSgps. 
These  courts  shall  reside — one  til  a  possession 
belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  the  other 
^ithin  tbe  territories  of  hi^  majesty  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands;  and  the  w6  govern- 
ments,  at  th^  period  of  the  lexcbange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  present  treaty,  ^hall  de- 
clare, each  for  its  own  dominiotas,  ia  what 
places  the  courts  shall  respectively  reside; 
£ach  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties  re- 
setving  to  itself  the  right  of  cbansing,  at  its 
pleasure,  the  place  ofresidence  or  the  court 
field  within  its  own  dominions;  provided, 
however,  that  one  of  the  two  courts  shall  al- 
ways.be  held  upon  the  coast  of  AfKca,  and 
the  other  in  one  of  the  colonial  possessions  of 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands. — 
These  courts  shall  judge  the  causes  submitted 
to  them  according  to  the  terms  of  the  present 
treaty,  without  appeal,  and  according  to  the 
regulations  and  itastructions  annexed  Xa  the 
present  treaty,  of  which  they  shaft  be  consi- 
dered as  an  integral  part. 

Am,  B.— In  case  th'e  coit^mandhig  olficer 
of  any  of  the  ships  of  the  royal  navies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Netherlands,  com* 
missioned  under  the  second  Article  of  this 
treaty,  shall  deviate  in  any  respect  from  the 
dispositions  of  the  said  treaty,  and  shall  not 
he  enabled  to  justify  himself,  either  by  the 
tenor  of  the  said  treaty,  or  of  nie  instructions 
annexed  to  it;  the  government  whidi  s^all 
conceive  itself  to  be  wronged  by  such  conduct, 
shall  be  entitled  to  demand  reparation,  and  in 
such  case  the  government,  to  which  the  captor 
may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inouiry  to  be 
made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and 
to  infiict  upon  the  captor,  if  he  be  found  to 
have  deserved  it,  a  punishment  proportioned 
to  the  transgression  which  may  hare  been 
committed. 

AftT.  9.— The  acts  or  instruments  annexed 
to  this  treaty,  and  which  form  an  integral 
part  thereof^  are  as  follows :  A.  Instractions 
Tor  the  ships  of  the  royal  navies  of  both  na- 
tions, destined  to  prevent  the  traffic  in  slaves. 
f .  Regulation  for  the  mixed  courts  of  justice, 
w'hich  are  to  hold  their  sittings  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  in  one  of  the  colonial  posses- 
sions of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 

Art.  to.— The  present  treaty,  consisting 
often  articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  rati- 
fications exchanged  within  the  space  of  otie 
month  from  this  date ;  or  sooner,  if  possible. 
In  witness  whereof  the  respective  plenipoten- 
tiaries have  siened  the  same,  ana  thereunto 
affixed  the  seal  of  their  arms. — Done  at  the 
Hague,  this  4th  day  of  May,  1818. 

(Signed)    Clancarty.  (L.  S.) 

A.  W.  C.  De  Nacell.  (L.  S.) 
Van  Maavek.  (L.  S.) 

Annexes. 

A, — ^Instructions  for  the  Ships  of  the  British 
and  Netherland  Royal  Navies,  employed 
to  prevent  the  Trafifo  in  Slaves. 


Art.  1.— -Every  ship  of  the  ro^  BritMlb 
or  Netherland  navy,  which,  ftimi^hed  ^ritii 
these  instmctioQs,  sbaU|  in  ccmfbrmity  vritb 
the  second  Article  of  the  IVea^  of  this  ^jafc^ 
have  a  riefat  to  visit  tiie  merchaat  ildns  m 
either  of  me  two  powers  actually  engagMy  or 
suspected  t»  be  engaged  in  the  Save-tnul^ 
may,  except  in  the  seas  exempted  by  the  tftiira 
Article  or  the  ^dTroaty.  proceed  to  sueik 
viffit^and  shoidd  any  slaves  be  foond  on  board!, 
brought  there  for  the  espveas  pmrposea  of  tlie 
traffic,  the  commander  or  the  said  ship  oT  tlxo 
royal  navy  may  delUB  them,  and  having  cf  e>> 
tamed  them^  he  is  to  bring  them  as  soon  as 
possible  for  judgment,  before  that  of  the  tiwio 
mixed  courts  of  justice,  appointed  by  tfie 
seventh  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Una  d&te, 
which  shall  be  &e  nearest,  or  whicli  tlie 
commander  of  the  csptorinff  ship  shall,  tqpoa 
his  own  responsibHity.  thimc  he  can  soonest 
reach  from  the  spot  where  the  ship  shall  hav^ 
been  detained.    Ships,  on  boaid  of  whidi 
no  slaves  shall  be  found,  intended  for  par- 
poses  of  traffic,  shall  not  be  detained  on  any 
account  or  pretence  whatever.    Negro  8er«» 
vants  or  sailors  that  may  be  found  on  bototl 
the  said  vessels  cannot  in  any  case  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  cause  for  detention. 

Art.  8. — ^Whenever  a  ship  of  the  tojwI 
navy,  so  commissioned,  shall  most  a  mer- 
chantman liable  to  be  searched,  it  shall  be 
done  in  the  mildest  manner,  and  with  every 
attention  which  is  due  between  allied  and 
friendly  nations;  and  in  no  case  shall  the 
search  be  made  by  an  officer  hol£ng  a  rank 
inferior  to  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  navies  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  the  Netherlands. 

Art.  S. — The  ships  of  the  royal  navies  so 
commissioned,  whidi  may  detain  any  mer- 
chant ship,  in  pursuance  of  the  tenor  of  the 
present  instructions,  shall  leave  on  board  all 
the  cargo,  as  well  as  the  master,  and  a  part 
at  least  of  the  crew  of  the  above-mentioned 
ship:  the  captor  shall  draw  up  in  writing  an 
authentic  declaration,  which  snail  exhibit  the 
state  in  which  he  found  the  detained  ship, 
and  the  changes  which  may  have  ti^en  plsoe 
in  it.  He  shall  deliver  to  the  master  of  the 
detained  ship,  a  signed  certificate  of  the  papers 
seized  on  board  the  sud  vessel,  as  wdi  as  of 
the  number  of  slaves  found  on  board  at  the 
moment  of  detention.  The  negroes  shall  not 
be  disembarked  till  after  the  vessels  wliich 
contain  them  shall  be  arrived  at  the  place 
where  the  legality  of  the  capture  is  to  be  tried 
by  one  of  the  two  mixed  courts,  in  order  that 
in  the  event  of  then:  not  being  adjudged  legal 
prize,  the  loss  of  the  proprietors  may  be  more 
easily  repaired.  li^  however,  urgent  motives^ 
deduced  from  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the 
state  of  health  of  the  neeroes,  or  other  causes, 
required  that  they  should  be  disembarked  en- 
tirely, or  in  part,  before  the  vessel  could  ar« 
rive  at  the  place  of  residence  of  one  of  the 
said  courts,  the  commander  of  the  capturing 
ship  may  take  on  himself  the  reapomibility 
of  such  dtsembiuiatioOi  pfovided  that  the 
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necesiitj  be  iteted  in  a  ceitifiGate  in  proper 
(ona. 


A— Regulations  for  the  Mixed  Courts  of 
Justice,  which  are  to  reside  on  the  Coast 
of  Africa^  and  in  a  Colonial  Possession 
of  his  Miy^^y  ^®  ^^S  ^  ^^  Nether- 
lands. 

AftT.  1.<*-Tbe  miied  courts  ofjustice^  to  be 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  this  date,  u|X)n 
%be  ooailof  Jurica  and  in  a  colonial  possession 
of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands, 
are  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  legality  of 
the  detention  .of  such  yessels  as  the  cruisers 
of  both  nations  shall  detain  in  |>ursuance  of 
this  same  treaty.  The  above-menUoned  courts 
shall  iudge  definitively  and  without  ^peal, 
Sccoraine  to  the  present  treaty.    The  pro- 
ceeding snail  takeplace  as  summarilY as  pos- 
sible ;  the  courts  are  required  to  decide  (as  far 
4s  they  shall  find  it  practicable),  withm  the 
space  of  twenty  dsys,  to  be  dated  ftom  that 
on  which  every  detained  vessel  shaU  have 
been  brought  into  the  port  where  they  shall 
reside ;— -FirsL  upon  the  legality  of  the  cap- 
ture; — Secondly^  in  the  cases  in  which  the 
captured  vessel  shall  have  been  liberated,  as 
to  the  indemnificatbn  which  the  said  v^sel 
M  to  receive.    And  it  is  hereby  provided,  that 
in  all  cases  the  final  sentence  shall  not  be 
delayed  on  account  of  the  absence  of  wit- 
oesses,  or  for  want  of  other  proofs,  beyond 
the  period  of  two  months,  except  upon  the 
application  of  any  of  the  parties  interested, 
when,  upon  their  giving  satisfactory  security 
to  cham  themselves  with  the  expense  and 
risks  of  the  delay,  the  courts  may  at  their  dis- 
cretion grant  an  additional  delay  not  exceed- 
ing four  montlis. 

AsT.  8. — ^Each  of  the  above-mentioned 
mixed  courts,  which  are  to  reside  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  and  in  a  colonial  possession  of  his 
miyesty  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  shaJl  be 
composed  in  the  following  manner : — ^The  two 
high  contracting  parties  shall  each  of  them 
name  a  judge  and  an  arbitrator,  who  shall  be 
authorised  to  hear  and  to  decide  without  ap- 
peal all  cases  of  capture  of  vessels  which,  m 
{pursuance  of  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
bis  date,  shall  be  brought  before  them.  All 
the  essential  parts  of  tSe  proceedings  carried 
on  before  these  mixed  courts  shall  be  written 
down  in  the  legal  language  of  the  country  in 
wluch  the  court  may  rende.  The  judges  and 
the  arbitrators  shall  make  oath  before  the 
principal  magistrate  of  the  place  in  which  the 
courto  may  reside,  to  judge  &iiiy  and  faith- 
fully, to  have  no  preference  either  for  tlie 
claimants  or  the  captors,  and  to  act  in  all 
their  decisions,  in  pursuance  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaty  of  this  date.  There  shall 
U  attached  to  each  court  a  secretary  or  re- 
gistrar, appointed  l^  the  sovereign  ef  Uie 
country  in  which  the  court  may  reside,  who 
than  register  all  its  acts,  and  who,  previous 
to  his  taking  charge  of  his  cost,  shall  make 
path  before  we  court  to  oonauc  t  himself  with 


respect  for  their  authority,  and  to  act  with 
fidelity  in  all  the  affairs  which  may  belong  to 
his  charge. 

Art.  3.— The  form  of  the  process  shall  be 
as  follows :  The  judges  of  the  two  nations  shall, 
in  the  first  place,  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  the  papers  of  the  vessels,  and  to  receive  the 
depositions  of  the  captun  and  of  two  or  three 
at  least  of  the  principal  individuals  on  board 
of  the  detained  vessel,  as  well  as  the  decla- 
ration on  oath  of  the  captor,  should  it  appear 
necessary^  in  order  to  be  able  to  judse  and  to 
pronounce  whether  the  said  vessel  has  been 
lusUy  detained  or  not,  according  to  the  stipu- 
latioos  of  the  present  treaty,  and  in  order  toat 
according  to  this  judgment  it  may  be  con« 
demned  or  liberated.  And  in  the  event  of 
the  two  judges  not  agreeing  in  the  sentence 
they  ought  to  pronounce,  whether  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  detention,  or  the  indemnifica- 
tion to  be  allowed,  or  any  other  question 
which  might  result  from  Xhe  stipulations  of 
the  present  treatv,  they  shall  draw  bv  lot  the 
name  of  one  of  the  two  arbitrators,  who,  afler 
having  considered  the  documents  of  the  pro- 
cess, shall  consult  with  the  above-mentioned 
judges  on  the  case  in  question,  and  the  final 
sentence  shall  be  pronounced  conformably  to 
the  opinion  of  tne  majority  of  the  above- 
mentioned  judg<es,  and  of  the  above-mentioned 
arbitrator. 

Art.  4.— In  the  authenticated  declaration, 
which  the  captor  shall  make  before  the  court^ 
as  well  as  in  the  certificate  of  the  papers  seized, 
which  shall  be  delivered  to  the  captain  of  the 
captured  vessel,  at  the  time  of  the  detention, 
the  above-mentioned  captor  shall  be  bound  to 
declare  his  name,  tnc  name  of  his  vessel,  as 
well  as  the  Uutuae  and  longitude  of  the  place 
where  the  detention  shall  nave  taken  place, 
and  the  number  of  slaves  found  on  board  of 
the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  detention. 

Art.  5.— As  soon  as  sentence  shall  have 
been  pronounced,  the  detained  vessel,  if  libe- 
rated, and  the  cargo,  in  the  state  in  which  it 
shaU  then  be  found,  shall  be  restored  to  the 
master,  or  the  person  who  represents  him, 
who  may,  before  the  same  court,  claim  a  va- 
luation of  the  damages,  which  they  may  have 
arishttodemand:  thecaplor  himself,  and, 
in  nis  default,  his  government,  shall  re- 
main responsible  for  the  above-mentioned 
damases.  The  two  high  contracting  parties 
bind  Ukemselves  to  pay,  within  the  term  of  a 
year  from  the  date  of  the  sentence,  the  costs 
and  damages  which  may  be  granted  by  the 
above-named  court,  it  being  understood  that 
these  costs  and  damans  shall  be  at  the  ex- 

Kense  of  the  power  ofwhich  the  captor  shall 
e  a  sulject. 

Art.  6. — In  case  of  the  condemnation  of  a 
vessel,  she  shall  be  decUred  lawful  prize,  as 
well  as  her  carso,  of  whatever  description  it 
may  be^  with  the  exception  of  the  slaves  who 
may  be  on  board  as  obiects  of  commerce;  and 
the  said  vessel,  as  well  as  her  cargo,  shall  be 
sold  by  public  sale^  for  the  profit  of  the  two 


lOSl]     HOUSE  OF  LOBDS. 

oonferred  by  former  bills;  but  wai  it  not 
on  abuse  that  persons  were  prevented  bv 
them  from  coming  into  the  country  witb 
their  property  and  other  advantages  i  The 
principle  avowed  by  the  noble  lords  on  the 
other  side  was,  *'  poena  ad  paiicos,  metus 
ad  omnes,*'  but  what  worse  principle  could 
a  statesman  act  upon  I  What  could  be 
worse  than  to  deter  men  from  coming  into 
the  country  by  hanging  over  their  heads, 
not  the  visitation  of  the  law,  but  the  visi-. 
tation  of  power  ?  It  was  impossible  but 
that  great  hardships  must  arise  under  the 
system.  How  was  the  secretary  of  state 
to  determine  as  to  the  characters  of  these 
foreigners  ?  With  all  the  information  he 
was  able  to  procure  at'home  witli  respect 
to  domestic  offenders,  he  was  sometimes 
proVed,  upon  trial,  to  have  been  mistaken* 
And  could  they  expect  that,  with  regard 
to  foreign  countries,  he  was  more  likely  to 
obtain  accurate  information  ?  There  ap- 
peared in  all  the  arguments  on  the  other 
side  a  strange  disposition  to  undervalue 
tlie  laws  of  the  country^  which  were  com- 
petent to  punish  real  guilt  wherever  it 
was  found.  He  never  could  believe  that 
a  constitution  which  had  withstood  the 
strongest  efforts  in  violent  times,  could  be 
destroyed  by  a  few  foreigners,  towards 
whom  the  people  of  this  country  enter- 
tained a  degree  of  jealousy  amounting  to 
repugnance.  It  was  on  a  conviction  of 
the  absurdity  and  injustice  of  the  proceed- 
ing, and  seeing  that  no  special  case  was 
made  out  to  prove  that  it  was  called  for 
by  any  circumstances  peculiar  to  the  pre- 
sent times  that  he  shotild  oppose  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  Earl  of  Harraaiby  said,  he  was  wil- 
Unf  to  admit  most  of  tne  general  propo- 
/utions  of  the  noble  marquis,  because  they 
did  not  apply  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances or  the  pnesent  case.  He  argued, 
jthat  the  bill  did  not  give  powers  unknown 
to  the  constitution,  but  merely  facilities 
lo  the  exercise  of  an  undouDted  right. 
The  historical  illustrations  he  thought 
peculiarly  unfortunate;  because  in  the 
^eign  of  Elizabeth,  the  royal  prerogatives 
jbadbeen  exercised  to  their  full  extent^ 
and  in  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts,  the  danger 
originated  not  with  foreign,  bat  with  na- 
tive Jacobites,  residing  here  and  abroad* 
^e  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  any  ho- 
nest alien,  who  wished  to  reside  here  for 
the  fair  exercise  of  his  art  or  industry, 
would  be  for  a  moment  deterred  by  the 
provisions  of  this  measure?  Could  any 
cases  of  die  idnd  be  brought  forward?   U 
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was  vain  .to  think  that  two  or  three  yefov 
were  suff cient  to  do  atray  the  eflietst  oC 
those  principles  which  had  been  in  ope- 
ration for  the  last  twenty  years.    The  io9m 
and  swell  of  the  waters  was  still  felt  aftefc 
the  tempest.      It  was  not  because  othev- 
powers  nad  adopted  siich  a  measure,  tbae 
It  was  thought  proper  to  introduce  it  here» 
but  because  of  our  vicinity  to  France,  anci 
the  advantages  afforded  by  our  free  press 
and  free  constitution  to  those  who  migbe 
wish  to  disturb  the  peace  of  France  and 
of  Europe^      The  power,  it  was  true,  like 
every  other  power,  was  exposed  to  abuse  ; 
but  the  question  was  whether,  looking  at 
the  whole  case,  it  was  not  better  to  incur 
the  present,  than  expose  ourselves  to  other 
and  greater  evils  ? 

The  House  divided:  Contents,  84;  Not- 
Contents,  15:  Majority,  19.  The  House 
being  in  a  committee,  lord  Sidmouth  pro- 
posed his  clause  relative  to  aliens  who 
had  bought  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land, pursuant  to  the  Scotch  act  of  1695* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  urged  the  ne^ 
cessity  of  the  House  making  itself  ac« 
quainted  with  the  Scc^h  act  of  1695, 
before  it  proceeded  to  repeal  it.  The 
repeal,  too,  of  this  act,  which  was  pro« 
posed  not  merely  prospectively  but  retro* 
spectively,  was  a  violation  otthe  public 
faith  on  which  foreigners  bad  embarked 
their  property. 

Lord  MehUle  said,  that  he  had  a  copy 
of  that  act  printed  by  the  king's  printer, 
which  was  generally  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  of  an  act,  and  which  he  would 
tender  to  be  read- 
Lord  Holland  remarked  on  the  strange 
situation  in  which  the  H^use  was  placed, 
in  being  called  on  to  alter  an  act  of  par- 
liament without  having  it  regularly  b^ore 
•them,  and  without  knowing  its  contents. 

The  Earl  of  Uverpord  observed,  that 
the  House  had  been  informed  of  the  daf 
ture  of  the  act,  by  a  noble  viscount,  who 
was  governor  of  the  Dank  of  Scotland, 
and  who  tendered  it  to  be  read* 

The  Duke  of  Sussex  said,  that  like  many 
other  noble  lords,  he  was  quite  iffnoraot  o£ 
the  nature  of  the  act,  the  repeal  of  which 
was,  without  previous  notice,  to  be  pressed 
upon  the  House* 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  wished  to  know 
whether  the  noble  viscount  produced  the 
act  in  his  character  of  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  or  as  a  peer  of  parlia- 
ment* If  in  die  former  capacity,  he 
should  wish  to  put  some  questions  to  hin. 

hwAJUMUe  said,  he  only  tffeutA 


lOSS] 


AUenBUl. 


JUNB  1,  1618. 


[1034 


tbere  as  a  peer  of  parliament,  and  as  such 
tendered  the  act  to  the  House  to  be  read. 
The  £arl  of  LauderdaU  said,  that  the 
printed  act  produced  by  the  noble  viscount 
would  be  or  no  authority.  The  act  had 
never  been  printed  in  the  regular  series  of 
tlie  Scots  statutes,  and  the  original,  'which 
the  House  might  call  for,  was  in  the  re- 
cord office  0?  Edinburgh.  Unless  the 
House  was  really  in  possession  of  that  act 
nothing  could  be  regularly  done. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  strictly 
roeaking'it  was  necessary  to  have  the  au- 
tnehtic  copy  of  the  act ;  but  there  was 
another  course  open  to  the  House  by 
vrhich  it  might  avoid  the  necessity  of  rent* 
in^  the  statute.  He  meant  by  a  clause  to 
this  effect,  that  all  persons  naturalized 
^fter  the  29th  April,  except  by  act  of  par- 
liament, should  be  deemed  aliens. 

Earl  Orey  submitted,  that  this  clause 
would  go  too  fan       [The  lord  chancellor 
».aid  he  had  no  objection  to  this.']     He 
was  aware  that  the  learned  lord  never  ob- 
jected  to  go  any  length  in  increasing  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  though  he  objected 
tor  go  a  step  in  defending  the  liberties  of 
the  subject.      The  sweeping  clause  which 
was  now  proposed  not  only  deprived  of 
their  rights  all  those  who,  relyine  on  the 
Yaith  of  the  nation,  had  purchased  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  Scotland,  but  those  also  who 
had  become  possessed  of  the  rights  of  na- 
tural-bom subjects  by  other  acts  of  par- 
liament which  had  granted  those  rights  to 
certain  classes  of  foreigners  as  die  reward 
of  certain  services.      Inefiectual  as   he 
knew  any  appeals  to  that  House  to  be,  he 
could  not  help  protesting  against  tliis  in- 
justice. 

The  Lord  Chancdlor  said,  that  whether 
he  or  the  noble  earl  had  best  defended  the 
liberties  of  their  country  must  be  left  to 
others  to  determine,  but  he  rejoiced  that 
the  course  of  his  politics  had  been  quite 
different  from  that  of  the  noble  earl.  As 
the  act  of  the  Scots  parliament  had  been 
recited  in  several  British  acta,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  call  for  that  act 

Lord  Holland  saw  no  reason  whidb 
could  justify  the  House  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session,  in  admitting  a  clause  which 
so  materially  affected  the  righu  of  pro- 
perty, the  interesu  of  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  faith  of  the  nation.  It  was 
singular  to  think  that  the  measure  was 
founded  on  the  secret  communications  of 
the  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland, 
who  bad  turned  informer  againtt  that  cor- 
poration.   The  parliament  of  Scotland  had 


declared  th&t  members  of  the  Baink  of 
Scotland  should  possess  all  theadvanttfea 
of  natural  born  subjects  of  Scotland.  By 
the  act  of  Union,  all  the  subjects  of  Scot- 
land were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  This  privilege 
was  to  be  taken  away  without  knowine 
whether  one  man  or  one  thousand  had 
availed  themselves  of  this  power.  Thitf 
clause  went  to  affect  property,  to  which 
the  House  always  professed  the  utmost 
attention,  to  affect  rishts  already  created, 
and  yet  not  one  fact  had  been  Adduced  to 
show  its  necessity. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  as  a 
device  had  been  found  out  to  evade  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  country  with  re« 
spect  to  naturalisation,  even  those  who 
were  the  most  violent  opposers  of  the  alien 
bill  might  consistently  consent  that  it 
should  be  put  an  end  to.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  the  clause  operate  from  the  S9tli 
of  April,  which  was  the  day  when  the  no« 
tice  of  the  Alien  bill  was  first  given. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  there  were 
many  acts  of  parliament  giving  the  privi* 
lege  of  natural-born  subjects  to  foreienera 
in  certain  cases ;  for  instance,  one  of  Wil* 
liam  3rd,  giving  the  right  to  foreign  Pro« 
testants  who  had  served  two  years  in  our 
armiea.  There  was  another,  giving  these 
rights  to  fordgners  who  had  resided  seven 
years  in  oor  American  plantations,  or 
held  offices  there  for  two  years.  If  the 
terms  of  any  persons  in  these  situationt 
should  expire  after  the  29th  of  April,  they 
would  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  so* 
lemnly  promised  them.  The  clause  might 
also  operate  most  unjustly  on  thoae  fo- 
reigners who,  on  the  strength  of  the 
rignta  which  they  had  imagined  they  had 
securely  acquired,  had  engaged  to  pur* 
chase  lands. 

The  subject  was  then  dropped,  and  a 
clause  liniiting  the  duration  of  the  bill  to 
one  year  was  rejected ;  as  was  one  pro* 
nosed  by  the  earl  of  Carnarvon,  excladine 
from  its  operation  aliens  being  htisbemu 
or  wives,  or  parents  of  Britbh  siAjecta, 
or  having  been  domiciliated  here  five  yetrs 
before  the  last  peace.  The  lord  chaneel'- 
lor  then  moved  the  foUowing  clause : 
*■  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  au* 
thority  aforesaid,  that  such  persons  as 
may  have  been  natinralised,  or  claim  to 
have  become  naturalized,  since  the  2Sth 
of  April  last,  by  the  effect  of  any  act  of 
the  parliameiit  of  Scodand  boreCofore 
passed  relative  to  the  bank  of  Scotland, 
or  who  may  daim  to-be  naturaltied  by 
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Englfo^  has  endeavoured  to  atone  to  you 
for  the  arrpngs  which  the  error  of  one  of 
her  officers  caused."  The  unfortunate 
gentleman  was  therefore  to  become  the 
sul^ect  of  no  state— >to  bean  eternal  exile, 
|U)d  to  forfeit  the  privilege  of  a  Spaniards— 
if,  indeed,  any  privilege  belonged  to  one 
*— merely  because  England  had  attempted 
to  do  him  Justice,  for  the  wrongs  and  suf- 
ferhigs  which  he  had  suffered  at  the  hands 
of  one  of  her  officers.  Such  conduct  on 
the  :part  of  the  Spanish  government,  was 
imfriendly  towards  an  ally,  and  not  calcu- 
lated to  uphold  amicabMs  relations,  and 
the  individual  who  suffered  by  it,  had  a 
good  right  to  claim  redress  from  the  go- 
veniment  which  had  placed  him  in  nis 
present  predicament. 

Lord  Castiereagh  begged  to  state,  that 
what  had  b^n  done  in  error  on  the  part 
of  this  country  had  been  remedied,  and 
Correa  was  pmced  in  a  better  state  tlian 
he  had  been  before.  He  had  been  tried 
pnd  condemned  by  a  Spanish  tribunal, 
but  the  sentence  had  not  been  executed 
ID  oonsequence  of  bis  having  been  sent 
back  to  Gibraltar.  He  was  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  country  without  a  passport, 
and  a  Spanidi  passport  could  only 
have  (the  effect  of  recommending  him  to 
other  states.  Had  it  not  been  for  what 
liad  takfOB  place  on  the  part  of  this  coun- 
try, be  would,  at  the  present  moment 
have^  been  immured  in  a  Spanish  prison. 
The  inconvenience  from  which  he  sufered 
laroae  from  the  view  that  had  been  taken 
pf  the  subject  by  his  own  government. 

Sir  J.  Mackinioth  observed,  that  the 
ground  of  the  refusal  of  the  passport  on 
^e  piBMt  of  the  Spanish  government,  had 
iiot  been  noticed  by  the  noble  lord.    That 

Soimd  was,  tha^  in  consequence  of 
^rre^  having  been  dauned  by  the  British 
gOferoment,ne  could  not  be  considered 
0$  imder  Spanish  protection. 

Lprd  Casilereag^h  said,  that  the  release 
•f  Correa  from  prison,  had  been  the  only 
lict  of  interference  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vemioei^  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
lord  w)iether  any  efforts  had  been  made 
lo  eflbi;)  the  restoration  of  those  unhappy 

CsoQs  to  liberty,  who  had  fought  the 
ties  of  Ferdinand,  and  were  now  con- 
fined in  loathsome  dungeons,  almost  in 
eight  qf  a  British  garrison  ?  He  should 
abstain  from  using  any  severe  q>itbets 
flffsinst  that  monarch,  as  they  were  so  un- 
pleasant tp  certain  ears;  but  he  wished 
to  know  whether  any  naonsHwices  bad 
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been  made,  and  with  what  effect,  to  wtiAt, 
out  of  compliment,  he  would  calf  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  policy  af  the 
grateful  Ferdinand. 

Lord  CaUlereagh  answered,  that  such 
representations  Ead  been  made  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  was  prudent  towards 
the  individuals  themselves.  But  the  ill- 
judged  efforts  and  langua^  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  might  rather  be 
expected  to  retard  than  obtain  the  object 
in  view. 

Mr.  Brougham  repUed,  that  it  was  no 
fault  of  his  if  he  had  uttered  what  n&ight 
be  deemed  bitter  sarcasm.  The  odious 
nature  of  the  case  justified  any  langu^e 
that  might  have  been  used. 

Mr.  Bentiet  expressed  his  conscientioas 
belief,  that  unless  the  observations  which 
the  noble  lord  condemned  had  been  made 
in  that  House,  no  effort  would  have  pro- 
ceeded from  his  majesty's  government  in 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  m 
question. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  quite  unusoal 
to  bring  up  any  petition  praying  for  pecu* 
niarv  relief  without  the  previous  consent 
of  the  Crown.  In  this  petition  the  word 
money  certainly  was  not  mentioned,  yet 
it  came  so  near  to  a  prayer  for  pecuniary 
aid,  that  he  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  difficulty  of  admit* 
ting  such  a  precedent. 

The  Petition  was  then  read.  On  the 
question  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ob- 
jected to  its  being  received,  pn  the 
ground  that  the  prayer  directly  implied 
pecuniary  relief,  which  could  not  be 
given  without  the  consent  of  the  Crown. 

Lord  Cochrane  was  not  astonished  at 
what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  just 
said.  He  knew  very  well  it  was  imposn« 
ble  for  any  body  in  opposition  to  his  ma- 
jesty's government  or  their  allies,  to  ob* 
tain  rechess.  It  had  long  been  clear,  that 
the  ungratefiil  Ferdinand  had  the  power 
of  persecuting  at  home  those  who  had 
preserved  for  mm  his  Crown,  and  it  was 
now  evident  he  could  hand  them  over 
for  £eurtherpersacution  to  hismajesty's  mi- 
nisters. Ine  petitioner  claimed  relief 
for  the  suiEerings  be  had  endured  throi^h 
the  unjustifiable  interference  of  a  Brituh 
officer,  and  now,  through  an  inaccuracy 
in,the  wording,  of  his  petition,  hewai  to 
be  shut  out  from  reoress.  It  was  clear 
that  a  man  who  fled  from  despotism  could 
find  no  friend  in  any  of  his  majesty's  mi- 
nisleis.    This  parliament  was,  yerj  hsp* 
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pHy  For  the  public,  on  tbe  ere  of  being 
diMolved,  and  he  sincere! j  hoped  that  the 
next  would  refuse  to  enact  a  standing 
order  of  this  kmd,  which  gate  to  the 
Crown  a  power  to  refuse  redress  to  a 
Buffining  individual. 

T%e  Petition  was  then  wiAdrawn. 

liAifD  Tax  AsssssMsiTT  iw  Wbst- 

MORLAWD.]    Mr.  Brm^hanif   adverting 
to  Uie  circumstances  which  he  had  men* 
tiooed  on  Saturday,  respectbg  the  com- 
miasioners  of  the  Land  tax,  said,  he  held 
in  his  hand  an  important  document,  dated 
the  ^d  of  May,  and  signed  and  sealed  by 
two   respectable   commissioners   of  the 
land  tax  in  Westmorland.    It  appeared, 
that,  instead  of  holding  their  first  meet- 
ing  as  the  act  of  parliament  directed,  on 
mr  before  the  15th  of  April,  they  had 
delayed  (from  what  motives  he  was  not 
competent  to  Jo^ge)  holding  it  until  the 
28d  of  May,  wb^  they  issued  an  order, 
t*eqttiring  that  the  assessments  should  not 
be  made  before  the  S7th  of  June.    By 
this  delay  no  voter  could  have  his  assess- 
ment corrected  by  the  statutable  means 
pointed  out  by  act  of  parliament,  in  time 
to  enable  him  to  redeem  his  land  tax. 
The  names  of  Ae   two   commissioners 
were  Christopfaer  Wilson  and  John  Hud- 
son— the  one  a  gentleman  residioe  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kendal,  the  other  the 
viear  Of  that  place.    He  by  no  means  in- 
tended to  impute  improper  objects  to  either 
of  those  two  individuals,  particularly  to 
Mr.  Hudson,  who,  it  was  very  probable, 
had  been  practised  upon  1^  others.    Nor, 
indeed,  did  he  so  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Wilson:  however,  it  was  his  outy  to  state, 
that  he  had  been  informed  by  respectable 
persons  whose  veracity,  he  bdieved,  was 
vnquestiond>le,  that  Mr.  Wilson  was  the 
rbsirman  of  the  prmcmal  election  com- 
mittee in  that  part   of  the    county  of 
Westmorland,  for  that  per^  whose  inte* 
rests  were  manifestly  to  be  nenefited  by  a 
delay  in  the  assessments,  and  that  Mr. 
Hoason  was  a  member  of  the  same  com- 
nrittee.     This,  certainly  was  rather  an 
awkward  coincidence,  and  led  the  mind 
to  fimcy  that  some   connexion  existed 
between  the  two  circumstances.    Never- 
theless, as  they  were   very  respectable 
persons,  he  had  no  proposition  to  make 
to  the  House  on  the  subjecL    He  only 
hoped,  that  as  tbe  transaction  had  been 
noticed  in  the  House,  and  as  a  decided 
^pmion  had  been  expressed  as  to  its  im- 
propriety,   the   gentleman   in    question 


would  not  persist  in  such  conduct,  but 
would  confine  themselves  to  the  proti* 
sions  of  the  statute,  without  assummg  a 
discretion  highly  detrimental  to  one  of 
the  parties  mterested,  and  calculated  to 
disfrandiise  a  hurge  body  of  quafified 
voters  in  the  country.  He  was  far  fmA 
suspecting  that  the  noble  lord  opposite  or 
his  colleague  countenanced  any  siieh  pro* 
ceeding.  He  acquitted  them  of  doing  soL 
because  he  believed  them  incapable  of 
such  an  act,  and  because  it  was  a  verjr 
weak  act,  and  would  eventuathr  do  more 
harm  than  sood  to  the  party  from  which 
it  proceeded.  He  attributed  it  to  the  over^ 
seal  of  those  inferior  asents  whose  exer- 
tions seldom  did  much  benefit  to  those  in 
whose  cause  they  were  displayed.  If, 
however,  he  found  that  tbt  conduct 
which  he  had  thus  exposed  was  perse- 
vered in,  he  should  be  under  the  painfid 
necessity  of  bringing  it  under  the  oistinct 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Lord  Laoather  observed,  that  the  appli- 
cation which  had  been  made  by  sevenl 
persons  in  the  county  of  Westmorland  to 
DO  assessed  ta  the  land  tax  was  perfectly 
noveL  He  believed  it  was  the  only  in- 
stance to  be  found  in  the  kinedom  of 
individuals  soliciting  to  be  taxecU  With 
respect  to  the  delay  that  had  taken  place 
in  requiring  the  returns  of  the  assess- 
ments, that  was  occasioned  by  the  diffi- 
culty which  the  commissioners  found  in 
digesting  the  numerous  acts  respecting 
the  landtaxy  and  applving  them  to  the 
district  in  question.  He  would  confi- 
dently state  that  the  commissioners  of 
the  land  tax  in  Westmorland  had  exerted 
themselves  with  the  greatest  vigilance  and 
activity.  The  noble  lord  also  defended 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  as 
respectable  a  solicitor  as  any  in  the 
county  and  on  whom  thehon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  on  Saturday  made  an  un- 
justifiable attack.  He  could  see  in  Mr. 
Johnson's  application  to  the  board  of 
taxes,  no  inmngement  whatever  of  the 
privileges  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  be  had  not  cen- 
sured Mr.  Johnson.  On  the  contrary,  he 
had  declared  that  Mr.  Johnson  in  what  he 
had  done,  was  only  labouring  in  his  voca- 
tion as  an  election  agent.  His  observa- 
tions were  directed  against  the  tax  ofBce, 
and  his  opinion  was,  that  it  exhibited  an 
indecent  appearance  to  see  an  election 
agent  corresponding  under  that  name 
with  the  board  of  taxes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
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tended,  that  the  Tax  office  bad  done  no 
more  than  their  duty. 
.  Mr.  W^nn  observed,  that  there  were 
two  points  to  be  considered.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  he. could  not  agree  with  the 
noble  lord  that  it  was  very  novel  or  extra- 
prdinary  for  applications  to  be  made  to 
be  assessed  to  the  land  tax.  •  When  the 
act  was  passed  for  allowing  the  redemp-* 
tion  of  the  land  tax,  a  special  clause  was 
introduced  in  it,  giving  freeholders  the 
power  in  question,  tnereby  qualifying 
themselves  for  voters.  It  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  afford  all 
possible  facilities  on  this  subject.  Any 
intentional .  delay  in.  doine  so  would  be 
highly  criminal,  and  if  brought  before 
the  House  and  established,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  punish  it  with 
severity.  .  Whether  such  had  been  the 
case  in  the  present  instance  he  knew  not; 
that  would  oe  for  the  consideration  of  an 
election  committee  above  stairs,  should 
the  question  ever  be  brought  before  them. 
As  to  the  other  point,  he  confessed  he 
did  not  see  it  in  the  light  i|i  which  it  was 
.viewed by  the  hon.  andleamed gentleman. 
Whether  Mr.  Johnson  was  an.  election 
agent  or  not,  he  was  entitled  to  the  infor* 
mation  for  which  he  applied,  although 
perhaps  he  might  have  been  mistaken  as 
to  the  body  to  which  the  application  was 
made;  and  as  to  the  Taxomce,  he  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  they 
had  done  nothing  but  their  duty. 

Sir  J.  Graham  observed,  that  the  land 
tax  commissioners  had  been  more  vigilant 
and  active  in  Westmorland,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  he  was 
persuaded,  that  if  their  conduct  were  in- 
vestigated, it^  would  be  found,  that  they 
had  aone  their  duty. 

.  Mr.  WaUegrave  hoped,  that  what  had 
occurred  would  induce  the  next  parlia- 
ment to  feel  the  necessity  of  some  legisla- 
tive enactment  on  the  subject. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

Regency  Act  Amendment  Bill.] 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill,  thought  it  right  to 
open  shortly  the  object  of  the  bill.  He 
would,  therefore,  simply  explain  the  pro- 
visions of  the  measure,  without  entering 
into  any  argument  upon  them.  The  biU 
divided  itself  into  two  brandies.  The  first 
was,  to  ensure  the  more  facile  execution 
of  the  trust  confided  in  her  majesty,  on 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  which  he  con- 
ceived no  difference   of  opinion  could 
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exist.    The  enactment  that  her  majestj 
should  have  the  additional  aid  of   four 
other  counsellors  would,  he  was  persuaded* 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  be 
considered  as  affording  her  majeaty  only 
such  facilities  and  accommodation  as  were 
indispensable.  Experience  had  shown  tlie 
necessity  of  such  a  provision.    Some  of 
the  distinguished  characters  at  preaent 
composing  the  queen's  council  w^re  en* 
paged  in  other  public  duties,  and  aerions 
inconveniencies  had  repeatedly  arisen  from 
that  circumstance;  and  in  the  event  of 
the  state  of  the  queen's  health  renderiiig 
it  necessary  that  her  majesty  should  reaide 
at  a  distance  from  WiAosor,  necessity,  and 
a  due  attention  to  her  majesty's  feelings^ 
prescribed  that  one  or  more  of  tlie  cottncil 
should  be  resident  there.  He  apprehend* 
ed,  therefore,  that  as  the  additional  com* 
missioners  were  appointed  by  name  in 
the   bill,    and,    as    any   vacancies    that 
might  occur  were  to  be  filled  up  by  her 
majesty,  there  could  be  no  objection  to 
this  branch  of  the  bill    With  respect  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  measure,  he  waa 
aware  that  more    difficulties   night   be 
started  in  the  way  of  its  adoption^  ai« 
though  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  impossible 
not  to  be  convinced  thal^had  the  point 
which  it  involved  attracted  more  minutely 
the  attention  of  the  legislature  when  tfaie 
bill  originally  passed,  it  would  have  been 
considered    wise    and    prudent  to  have 
adopted  it.    It  did  not  alter  or  infringe 
any  of  the  regulations  of  the  former  act, 
respecting  the  contingency  of  the  demise 
of  the  Regent  or  the  Crown.  The  House 
must  feel  that  in  either  of  those  cases  the 
suspension  of  the  executive  government^ 
in  connexion  with  other  circumstances, 
would  require  the  immediate  assembling 
of  parliament,  with  whatever  inconveni- 
ence  it  might  be  attended.  It  wc(b  a  prin* 
dole  of  the  constitution,  that  the  demise 
of  the  Crown  should  be  immediately  fol* 
lowed  by  the  assembling  of  parliament. 
Although  obtained  at  the  inconvenience 
of  annulling  elections  in  progress— even 
on  the  eve  of  the  day  on  which  the  writs 
were  returnable— yet  the  constitution  pre* 
scribed,  that  the  least  possible  interval 
should  occur  before  the  assembling  o€ 
parliament ;  and  where  no  parliament  ex* 
isted,  that  the  old  parliament  should  re* 
assemble  for  six  months.    In  that  most 
important  contingency  contemplated  by 
the  present  bill,  the  demise  of  tne  quecup 
although  that  would  be  attended  with  dif* 
ficulties  not  to  be  wholly  overlooked^  yet 
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nhey  were  not  of  aucb  an  uii^nt  oature 
mm  to  impote  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
assembling  of  parliament.  The  whole 
qaestipn,  as  detailed  in  the  bill  before  the 
House,  related  to  the  time  at  which  par- 
liament in  such  an  event  should  assemble. 
If  a  new  dection  were  in  progress,  it  would 
certainly  be  highly  inexpedient  that  the 
whole  effect  of  it  should  be  lost  by  such  a 
contingency;  and  the  bill  thererore  pro- 
vided, not  that  the  old  parliament  should 
in  tliat  case  re-assemblei  but  that  the  new 
parliament  should  assemble  within  sixtv 
days  of  the  contingency  contemDlated. 
When  the  contests  of  rarious  kioas  that 
occurred  during  the  debates  on  the  origi- 
ns Regency  act  were  considered,  it  would 
not  appear  surprising,  that  a  point  of  this 
nature  should  escape  attention.  But  the 
notice  of  parliainent  having  now  been  di- 
rected to  the  subject,  it  dia  not  appear  to 
him,  that  there  was  any  possible  mconve- 
nience  In  tlie  way  of  sdopting  the  present 
proposition.  He  would  therefore  move 
the  second  reading  of  ^he  bill. 

Mr.  Tierneif  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  first  object  of  the  bill,  if  her  majesty 
wished  for  the  aid  of  four  more  counsel- 
lors, there  could  be  no  possible  objection 
to  granting  them.  Without,  however, 
meaning  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the 
noble  individuals  nominaied  in  the  bill,  he 
must  say  that  he  thought  rather  too  much 
of  a  part^  feeling  of  exclusion  had  been 
exhibited  in  their  selection.  If  this  sub* 
ject  had  been  discussed  a  fortnight  ago, 
ne  should  have  felt  some  delicacy  in  speak- 
ing of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related 
to  the  possible  demise  of  the  queen.  The 
happy  restoration  of  her  majesty *s  health 
bad,  however,  removed  any  difficulty  of  thai 
nature.  It  appeared  to  him  extraordinary, 
that  no  provision  was  made  in  the  bill  to 
vest  the  care  of  his  majesty's  person,  in 
the  event  of  the  demise  of  the  queen,  in 
some  branch  of  the  royal  family.  Surely 
it  would  be  more  proper  that  that  should 
be  the  case  during  the  sixty  days  which 
might  intervene  oefore  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  than  that  it  should  devolve  to 
lords  of  the  bedchamber  and  others.    Ar- 

Suing  on  the  assumption,  that  the  state  of 
le  Queen's  health  might  render  neces- 
sary ner  residence  at  a  distance  from 
Windsor,  wonld  it  not  be  desirable  that 
some  person  should  be  placed  by  the  law 
fa  her  majesty's  situation,  to  have  the  aid 
gf  the  council  ?  ,For  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  law  never  recognized  the  council 
ai  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  king's 
(VOL.  XXXVIII.) 


person.    Tbe  law  gave  to  the  queen  that 
custody,  and  gave  the  council  to  her  aa 
her  advisers.     As  her  majesty's  health 
might  render  u  distant  residence  desirable, 
.why  not  appoint  one  of  the  royal  family 
to  take  her  situation  ?    The  plsiin  and  ob« 
vipus  meaning  of  the  bill  was,  to  enable 
ministers  to  dissolve  parliament  without 
inconvenience.  There  could  be  no  actual 
inconvenience  arising  from  the  absence  of 
the  meo^bera  of  the  council.    The  arch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury  resided  near  Lon- 
don :   the  master  of  the  horse,  in  conse* 
quence  ofhis  office^  was  necessarily  about 
his  majesty's  person:    lord  Winchelsea 
had  the  superintendence  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Windsor.    The  House  might  de- 
pend upon  it  that  tl>ere  would  have  beea 
no  bill  of  this  hind,  had  not  ministers 
thought  it  a  good  time  to  dissolve'  parlia- 
ment.   It  was  that  which  suggested  the 
provisioui  that  in  the  event  of  the  queen'a 
demise  the  old  parliament  should  not  ba 
brought  back ;  lor  those  who  recollected 
how  many  hours  were  occupied  in  the 
discussion  of  the  original  measure,  could 
not  believe  that  the  provision  which  the 
present  enactment  went  to  alter  was  the 
result  qf  mistake.    It  would,  perhaps,  be 
permitted  him  to  speak  of  the  possibOity; 
of  the  king's  or  of  the  regent  s  demise- 
Suppose,  in  that  event,  the  new  parliament 
was  within  a  dwy  of  the  return  of  the  writ» 
— «s  the  law  stood,  no  discretion  waa 
given  on  the  subject ;   tbe  writs  must  be' 
annulled,  and  the  old  psrliament  recalled,, 
with  this  special  absurdity,  that  it  might 
not  be  possible  to  assemble  the  old  parlia- 
ment so  speedily  as  the  new,  since  several 
days  must  be  allowed  in  the  proclamatioa 
for  the  one,  and  the  other  might,  perhaps^ 
be  assembled  immediately.    Was  not  thi» 
evil  susceptible  of  some  remedy  I    There 
waa  another  point  on  which  he  wished  to 
say  something.  While  the  inconvenienciea 
which  might  arise  from  the  death  of  the 
^een,  were  viewed  with  great  apprehen- 
sion, against  those  which  woula  result 
from  the  death  of  the  regent — when  there 
would  be  no  king,  no  executive  govern- 
ment— not  any  provision  whatever  had 
been  made.    He  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  the  magistrates  of  the  country  were 
prepared  to  act  under  such -an  event?* 
Some  would,  no  doubt,  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  assuming,  au- 
thority; but  others,  from  want  of  nerve, 
or  from  other  considerations,  would  de- 
cline embarking  in  that  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  for  the  time  illegal.  Here,  thea^ 
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wttt  Ae  House  diicwtuig  the  Il6g6iicy 
biUy  and  leafing  oat  that  nott  imuurUdit 
coDttderataon^— what  was  to  be  doae  in 
the  event  of  the  regent's  demise?  Could 
there  be  any  doubt  that  in  that  event  the 
ddte  of  Ymc  would  be  appointed  regenti 
by  parltalnent  i    Where  would  be  the  in- 
convenience of  makhig  that  appointment 
in  the  biH  ?    If  this  were  a  point  liable  to 
be  disputedt  at  that  late  period  of  the 
iessiooy  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  intro- 
duce it,  but  it  evidently  was  not  so.  Why« 
then,  could  not  parlinnent  exercise  that 
function  now,  whichi  sooner  or  later,  it 
might  be  called  upon  to  exercise  ?    Ano-^ 
ther  pofait  remained  to  be  touched  upon, 
^ot  a  word  was  said  m  die  bill  respecting 
the  Windsor  establishment.  Were  he  dis- 
posed to  be  veiy  hostile  to  his  majestVs 
Svemmenti  or  were  he  disposed  at  niis 
portant  moment  to  court  popularityy  he 
might  expatiate  at  considerable  length  on 
the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  that  este- 
Mishment.    He  might  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion, **  Would  you  destroy  his  majesty's 
comfort?"  that  his  majesty's  comfort  did 
not  depend  on  die  show  or  splendor 
whidi  tint  establishment  was  calculated 
to  maintain.  He  would,  however,  content 
himself  with  observing,  that  the  queen's  ac« 
eommodation  might  be  consulted  (wfai<^ 
in  the  present   state  of  her  nudesty^ 
health.  It  was  very  desirable  to  do),  and 
yet  that  a  considerable  saving  might  be 
e&cted  in  that  establidiment.— He  had 
thrown  out  these  hints  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.    At  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
move  any  specific  proposition,  conscious, 
as  he  was,  that  it  would  not  be  practicable 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  House  to  It. 
The  chief  points  on  which  he  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  dwell,  were  the  propriety 
of  naming  some  of  the  royal  family  as 
members  of  the  council,  and  the  expedi- 
incjr  of  providing  agahist  the  mat  iocon- 
vemenoe  of  our  bemg  left  without  an  ex- 
ecutive government  by  the  contingency  of 
die  regent's  demise. 

Mr.  Cannhq^  observed,  that  the  bill  be- 
fbre  the  House  merely  went]to  alter  partt 
df  the  Regency  act,  and  by  no  means  to 
revise  die  whole.  Widi  regard  to  the 
principle  ga  which,  on  the  demise  of  the 
Crown,  parliament  was  called  upon  to 
awpmlile,  it  was  a  rooted  prmclpte  of  the 
^autitntioii.  To  attempt  an  alteration  of 
it  was  a  task  which  ought  not  to  be  en- 
tered upon  without  serious  consideration, 
and  wilMOt  muohmore  aigument  thlm  a 


bm  of  die  littaited  nuture  of  that 
die  House  required.    The  sense  oT  tke 
House  had  last  session  been  very  aHoMiy 
expressed  sgainst  any  such  chaise.     He 
admitted,  that  in  the  unfortunate  e^ml 
alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
the  Windsor  estsblishment  might 
the  solriect  of  consideration ;  but  be  was 
persuaaed  the  delicacy  of  the  right  boo. 
sentleman,  and  of  every  other  man  in  tlie 
House,  would  revolt  from  discQsaiag»  nt 
present,  the  uhertor  saving  that  migba  xe* 
suh  from  such  an  event    On  the  wlmlc^ 
the  biH  was  calculated  to  meet  the  cxseS 
circumstance  under  considerstton*      xs 
was  no  shame  to  former  parliatbenta  timt 
that  circumstence  remained  unattended  to 
by  them.  A  diousand  similar  occonenoea 
took  place  in  private  fife.    Every  man 
Ought  to  make  his  will ;  yet  how  often 
was   such   a   precaution   delayed   mitil 
prompted  by  some  sudden  wammgf  The 
provision  in  the  present  bill  ouglit  cer- 
tainly to  have  been  introduced  in  the  Se>» 
geocy  act;    but   the  necessity  &i  not 
occur  to  the  IVamers  of  that  act.    The 
necessity  had  now  occurred,  and  it  on^it 
to  be  acted  upon.    With  respect  to  the 
names  of  the  four  additionsl  counsdlon, 
they  had  been  generally  diosen  on  the 
same  principle  as  formerly ;  namely,  diat 
such  persons  should  be  selected,  aa  thfere 
was    reason   ic  believe   the    sovereign 
would  have  especially  approved,  had  he 
been  to  determine  on  their  appointment. 

Sir  8,  RomUty  remarked,  toat  when  the 
original  act  was  passed,  it  was  importsnt 
that  the  power  of  re-assembling  parftamsnt 
diould  be  given,  because  then  die  recovery 
of  the  king  was  extremely  probsfble,  bnt^ 
in  the  present  state  of  his  majesty's  heshh^ 
all  hope  of  that  kind  must  be  abandoned. 
So  with  the  Windsor  establidraienf,  note 
single  subject  of  his  mi^esty  ever  loobd 
to  It  as  afibrdioff  the  means  of  reducing 
the  public  expenaiture,  while  there  was  the 
least  prospect  of  his  majesty's  recovery^ 
but  now  it  certainly  was  a  subject  thst 
ought,  in  that  point  of  view,  to  be  tdben' 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  the  principle  cf 
the  constitution  was,  that  paniamentwas 
the  kmg^s  parliament,  and  therefore  thst 
it  expired  with  the  king.  By  a  particular 
statute  of  kinff  WiRiani,  it  was  provided 
that  it  should  revive  for  six  months,  but 
that  there  should  be  no  power  to  contiDoe 
it  for  -a  longer  period.  With  remct  to 
the  introduction  into  the  councH  of  nem- 
beta  of  the  wfA  fiutaily,  alth«i|^  per- 
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baps  il  wat  not  •  natter  of  any  gvaii 
coDJegnencHj  it  would  certainly  be  norc^ 
dsooroiM,  and  show  more  respect  fiir  thai 
fiunily,  ao  to  iatroduce  them ;  and  thuh 
lA  the  event  of  her  majesty's  death,  bit 
Boajesty  would  still  enjoy  the  protection 
end  care  of  individiials  of  bis  own  family* 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 

CoiiDUGT   oa  GaysBAL   Campvbui 

TOWAai>a  Count  ClapanO    Mr*  &»* 

mH  mif,  it  woidd  be  in  the  recollection  of 

the  Hoiiae,  that  a  few  weeks  back,  he  bad 

presented  a  Petition  from  a  gentleman  of 

ancient  fimiilj*  in  the  island  of  Cepba" 

loniat  one  of  the  Ionian  islands  the  iaha- 

hitants  of  which  were»  by  the  arran^- 

ments  at  Vieaiu^  placed  under  the  pro* 

(ection  of  tbia  country*    The  House 

would,  be  hopedi  do  bun  the  justice  to 

VelieTe  him»  nmn  be  eslured  theo^  that 

hardly  aiqr  task  was  «ors^  disagreeable  to 

biin»  than  to  put  himself  in  the  situatioQ 

of  a  publks  accuseri,  si»d  perticularlY  ao 

accuser  of  a  ^tlenum  who  filled  a  nigh 

aituation  in  hia  miyesty'a  service*  and  who 

was  not  here  to  answer  tot  himself.    But 

when  be  consideied«  ihat  it  was  not  onlv 

the  doty  of  the  House  t^  throw  itself 

open  to  pelitionst  but  that  no  membei 

|Md  a  right  to  rafuaa  to  present  a  petiiion 

Gomplaialiig  of  omressioni  when  a  sufi^ 

cient  case  was  mim  euft  to  lead  him  to  be» 

liere  that  the  atttBipiiqna  in  it  were  wdl 

foqndod,  he  considered  it  hie  imperious 

duty  to  eome  foswaid  with  the  presentee* 

cmsatinn,  Though  a  member  might  not  be 

bowid  to^apter  int(0  a  mtnuteinTestigation 

reipeGtiag  the  slataenenta  in  anv  petition 

which  nmiht  be  put  into  his  bands»  yel»  in 

thii  ease»beha4  taken  great  pains  to  salisQi 

himself  re^eetiog  the  foundation  for  the 

ehaige^  and  after  enaminiag  very  vdih 

mhoue  docunieets»  he  wee  setisned  thai 

^fnpni^fafie  e«M  waa  nmde  out  by  ceunl 

CMan»  tbe  individual  to  whom  he  bad 

attudedk  for  the  imefferenne  of  govern* 

meat  to  aftrd  him  radiem;   and  in 

fUta  gqvesnmemt  ahould  choM  net  Ip 

aeme  forward  volenlarily  to  aSwd  this 

mdfiss»  for  parVaoientt  to  compel  governr 

inentt  to  do  justios  ¥>  bias.    The  petfa* 

tian  VHi^t  he  smd  to  di^de  itself  into 

tiro  paiRis.    Tbe  one  oompmbending  the 

ogmpleiat  of  ce«n»l  Cfaidaa»  with  lespeot 

le  tbe  injuetioa  end  iU-tieetment  wUch  he 

liad  himielf  sof^red.    The  other  pert 

fslatnd  tu  the  wrqi^  and  ij^ustioe  aufcred 
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bjnthe  inhebitania  of  the  lonien  islands^ 
to  whoei  we  were  bound  to  aford  pneteo* 
Moo*  With  respect  to  the  fim  part,  iw* 
gavding  what  was  personal  to  the  ceuae 
himselfi  he  had  been  unfiDrtuoataly  eom 
saged  b  a  law  suit.  T«ieutenant  gsnecal 
Campbelly  tbe  indivtdoal  asainst  whcea 
thia  accusation  was  brought  by  tbe  court 
thought  fit  to  interfiere  in  this  law-Bnit»  bf 
issuing  a  decree  to  tbe  tribunal  befora 
which  it  was  brought  orderios  it  not  to 
act  in  thia  case  according  to  the  knewni 
written*  and  acknowledged  laws  of  tbe 
country.  By  this  decree*  he  ofdeved  tho 
tribunal  not  to  act  aococding  to  the  lawy 
but  to  give  such  a  judgment  aa  waa  palatn* 
bletohimseUu  T  jeulefmnt  geneial  Camp* 
bell  thought  fit  to  imua  thia  deoree  calling 
for  sttch  a  dedinoii,  and  to  say  that  them 
shouM  be  no  appeal  from  it.  it  was  true 
that  according  to  hnr,  the  tribunal  was 
final*  but  lieutenant  general  Campbell  bad 
no  fight,  to  interfinre  by  imuing  any  such 
decree^  and  this  msumption  on  his  pari 
waa  a  gross  and  violeol  abuse  of  author 
rity ;  for  as  military  commander*  and 
civil  convnissioneCf  he  had  no  more  righi 
to  interftre  with  any  of  tbe  ooorta  of  jua» 
tiee  of  the  people  of  the  Ionian  jstedet 
then  the  hon«  gemleamn  opposite  had  to 
interfere  with  the  omurts  of  King'a4Mnch 
orChanoarY.  The  oeont  caam  over  here 
in  1815«  At  that  [period  lieutenant  ge« 
neral  Campbell  was  m  this  country,  tne 
enuat  had  nmde  his  comj^aint  month  after 
moolh  to  hia  majesty's  goveiraaent.  He 
had  reoeived  from  the  ofice  to  whidi  the 
hen^  gentleman  opporite  bekmged*  meny 
eivU  letter^  butit  washisdutytoslate»thnt 
though  tbe  oount's  applicationa  had  been 
CKvilly  notked*  there  were  no  impedimenta 
wUcb  could  possibly  be  thrown  in  tbe 
way  of  juslice»  which  had  not  been  thrown 
in  the  way  of  count  Cladan.  It  had  been 
said.  Ihat  the  oonat  asight  sedc  his  lodesm 
bouroouitsofjustioeb  Hndidnetpratend 
la  bn  lengrer  enoi^  to  give  a  dsridad 
epinienonthe  anb)ect;  but  he  bdieeei 
the  only  ease  which  bom  any  analon 
to  the  present  was,  thn  action  faioogit 

S'  a  aativn  of  Ifinoren  against  gcnenl 
oetyn*  in  177fi.*  The  deoiBion  hi 
thet  case  tnmcd  on  Mmorca  being  n 
pememien  of  Giant  Britam  at  dm  tmm 
the  tmnsactmna,  the  subject  of  die  proea* 
cntion  took  places  and  on  tbe  native  of 
Minoica  bdng  at  that  tioM  the  kmg'a  sab- 
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jetot  to  whom  he  owed  allegiance.  But  he' 
believed  this  gentleman,  -count  Gladan» 
eould  not  enter  any  of  our  courts  of  law, 
as  the  Ionian  islands  were  not  pos- 
sessions of  Great  Britain,  but  merely 
placed  under  our  protection.  But  sup- 
posing even  our  courts  of  law  to  be  open, 
the  expense  was  forgotten.  Who  was 
to  bring  over  the  hundred  and  odd  wit- 
nesses which  would  be  necessary  to  sub- 
stantiate the  charges  against  general 
Campbell?  Any  man  who  knew  how 
criminal  justice  was  carried  on  in  this 
country  must  know,  that,  to  obtain  re- 
dress in  such  a  case,  was  be  von  d  the  means 
of  almost  any  private  inaividual.  How 
eould  it  be  supposed  that  an  unfbrtunate 
exile  coidd  stand  the  expense  of  bringing 
over  to  this  country  hundreds  of  persons, 
and  maintaining  4hem  here  during  all  the 
delays  of  a  trid  ^  It  was  evident,  tl^refore, 
that  from  the  very  expense  alone  thici  in- 
dividual could  expect  no  redress  from  any 
of  our  courts.  In  the  case  of  general 
Mostyn,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  most 
arbitrary  acts  of  imprisonment,  the  pro- 
ceedings lasted  three  years.  The  sum  of 
damages  obtained  was  three  thousand 
guineas.  But  any  man  who  knew  the 
expense  at  which  these  proceedings  had 
been  carried  on,  and  the  numerous  wit- 
nesses which  were  necessary,  knew  that 
the  damages  were  inadequate  to  defray 
that  expense.  There  could  be  no  ques- 
tion, that  to  obtain  redress  against  so 
powerful  an  individual  as  general 'Camp- 
bell, for  acts  committed  in  the  Ionian  is- 
lands, and  which  required  a  number  of 
witnesses  from  ihese  distant  parts,  was 
beyond  the  means  of  any  private  fortune 
in  those  islands. — With  respect  to  the 
other  part  of  the  petition,  the  acts  which 
general  Campbell  had  committed  in  his 
situation  of  lieutenant  governor,  against 
the  people  of  the  Ionian  islands,  he  had 
received  such  assurance  of  the  truth  of 
them,  not  from  this  noble  gentleman 
•lone,  but  from  another  quarter,  that  he 
did  not  see  how  he  could  disbelieve  them. 
He  had  the  testimony  of  a  person  now  in 
this  town,  a  person  of  high  rank  and  cha- 
racter/ who  was  in  the  Ionian  islands  at 
the  period  when  many  of  the  atrocities 
were  committed.  This  person,  who  was 
well  known  to  many  gentlemen  of  that 
House,  was  ready  to  bear  testimony 
to  several  acts  of  abuse,  calling  loudly 
for  vengeance  and  justice — he  meant  acts 
of  corporal  punishment,  inflicted  on  the 
DatiTca  without  any  trial^  ai  the  sole  will 
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and  pleasure  of  general  Canipbeil.  Before 
the  Ionian  islands  came  under  bur  protec- 
tion, he  was  assured  that  corporal  punish- 
ment was  unknown  there— -that  there  was 
no  such  thing  heard  of  as  a  man's  being' 
dragged  from  his  house  and  flogged  at 
the  halberd.    What  he  was  now  aboot  to 
state  was  not  on  the  authority  of  cotiot 
Cladan,  but  on  that  other  person  to  whom 
he  had  alluded,  who  saw  a  person  yrho 
had  embezzled,  it  was  said,  some  spm- 
tuous  liquors,  without  any  trial,  tied  to  a 
mule  and  bastinadoed  through  the  town 
three  times,  till  he  was  in  such  a  shock- 
ing state  that  it  was  with  difficuHty  be 
could  be  conveyed  to  an  hospital.      It 
mightbesaid,  perhajps,  whynot  try  governor 
Campbell  at  Corfu  r  But  sip  tribunal  there 
had  power  to  issue  a  summons  in  iuch  a 
case.    It  was  the  duty  of  his  majeser's 
government  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  this 
ease.      He  defied  them  if  they  oj^ned 
their  ears—- if  they  were  accessible  to  the 
language  of  complaint  as  well  as  the  lan- 
guage of  panegyric— -not  to  know  as  well 
as  he  did  that  the  conduct  of  general 
Campbell  in  the  Ionian  blands  had  been 
the  subject  of  great  and  reiterated  com- 
plaint.    While  in  Corfu,  in   Zante,   in 
Cephalonia,  and  elsewhere,  he  had  con- 
ducted himself  in   the  most   tyrannical 
manner ;  and  he  had  left  in  the  recollec- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  inlands 
an  impression  most  unfavourable  to  the 
British  name.    It  had  been  said  by  Dr. 
Clark,  .that  during  the  time  these  islands 
were  under  the  protection  of  Russia,  the 
sound  of  the  bastinado  was  heard  from 
morning  to  m'ght;  but  he  had  been  In- 
formed by  persons  well  acquainted  with 
these  islands,  that  Hiis  charge  against  the 
Russians  was  unfounded.    There  was  one 
charge   against  general  Campbell  of  a 
most  serious  nature,  that  of  issuing  fidse 
money.    What  must  be  the  indignation 
of  every  person  in  that  Hou^,  when  he 
saw  the  written  evidence   in    proof  of 
these  acts  of  violence  and  robbery  ?  The 
fact  was,  that  there  could  be  no  denial  of 
this.    He  would  ask  those  members  who 
had  seen  the  decree  by  which  this  dtmrge 
was  subtantiated,  if  it  could  positUy  he 
^ot  rid  off  Was  not'this  a  matter  to  be 
mquired  into?  Were  the  House  to  refeist 
all  inquiry,  whether  the  facts  were  cer- 
tain or  not  i  It  was  also  wdl  knowft  that 
general  Campbell  was  in  the  practice  of 
sending  people,  without  trial,  to  the  is- 
land of  hi.  Maur,  the  climate  of  which 
was  most  unhealthy  and  pestOei^^iaL    Ha. 
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bad  btnuhed  pereons  to  that  island  at  his 
sole  will  and  pleasure.    He  not  onl3r  took 
ft   on  bimselt  to  banish  persons  without 
trial,  bat  to  inflict  fines  on    them,   and 
there  was  hardly  a  gazette  published,  in 
w-hich  it  was  not  stated  that  some  person 
or    other  had  been  so  fined.    And  yet, 
notwithstanding  all  the  instances  of  abuse 
of  power  which  he  had  stated,  he  under- 
stood that  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
meant  to  oppose  the  motion  for  papers, 
with  which  ne  should  conclude. — But  to 
return  to  the  subject.     There  was  one 
paper  among  those  he  should  move  for, 
which  appeared  to  him  of  the  most  im- 
portant   nature.    He   understood  there 
was  among  the  papers  delivered  to  the 
hoB.  gentleman,  a  copy  of  the  very  de- 
cree to  which  he  had  last  alluded.    One 
▼ery  strong  act  of  oppression  was  stated 
to    have    been   committed    by   eeneral 
Campbell.    A  man  was  sentenced  to  be 
banged,  and  against  the  sentence  he  had 
appealed.    Between  the  time  allowed  by 
tne  law  for  hearing  the  appeal,  general 
Campbell  had  ordered  the  sentence  to  be 
carried  into  execution.     Was  that  fact, 
he  would  ask,  true,  or  was  it  not  ?  He 
said  it  was  true ;  and  if  it  was  true,  did  it 
not  call  aloud  for  inquiry  ?  He  could  as- 
aare  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  if  he  thought 
he  could  satisfy  the  public  without  con- 
senting to  the  production  of  papers,  he 
was  very  much  mistaken.      He  bad  no 
acquaintance  with  the  person  by  whom 
Uiis  accusation  was  brought  forward,  and 
he  had   no   acquaintance  with  general 
Campbell.    He  could  not  be  supposed  to 
be  actuated  by  any  wish  to  injure  that 
officer.    His  object  in  bringing  forward 
the  charge  was,  to  endeavour  to  rescue 
the  character  of  the  country  from  one  of 
the  greatest  reproaches  which  could  be 
cast  on  it— the  shutting  their  ears  against 
the  complaints  of  those  who  were  sub- 
jected to  our  power,  though  not  repre- 
sented here ;  but  who  were  only  on  that 
account  tbe  more  entitled  to  our  protect- 
ing care.    He  was  sure  that  hardly  any 
sneasore  could  be  more  fatal  to  oar  repu- 
tation and  to  our  interests,  than  a  demon- 
stration on  the  part  of  the  government; 
leconded  and  backed  by  that  House,  to 
reAiie  all  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of  those 
appointed  to  offices  of  high  trust  and  an- 
tbority  in  our  distant  possessions.    The 
koD.  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  a 
Copy    of  all   Correspondence  that  hu 
teken  plaoa  between  his  Majesty's  Secre* 


tary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Depart- 
ment and  count  Cladan  relative  to  the 
Conduct  of  lieutenant  general  Campbell.'' 
Mr.  Goulburn  said,  that  the  hon,  gen- 
tleman would  recollect  what  he  had  stated, 
when  the  subject  was  first  brought  forward 
by  him,  namely,  that  he  was  giving  the 
weight  of  his  authority  to  an  accusation 
of  the  gravest  nature,   against  an  officer 
who  was  greatly  respected  bv  all  who 
knew  him.    He  thought  then  ss  ne  thought 
now,  that  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  brought  forward  these 
charges,  which  rested  omy  on  the  autho- 
rity of  the  person  professing  to  be  in- 
jured by  lieutenant  general  Campbell,  he 
wss  giving  all  the  weight  of  his  authority 
to  them.    He  had  then  stated,  that  it  was 
but  fair  to  general  Campbell,   and  the 
party  by  whom  he  was  accused,  that  thev 
should  be  brought  before  a  legal  tribunal. 
When  the  charge  was  first  brought  for- 
wardy  he  was  unacquainted  with  general 
Campbell ;   he  had  only  heard  of  him  as 
an  officer  who  had  highly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  service  of  his  country.     He 
had  since  then  seen  general  Campbell  and 
when  he  saw  him,  general  Campbell .  was 
under    great  irritation,   not  that  count 
Cladan  had  thought  proper  to  bring  for* 
ward  charges  agamst  him,  but  that  weight 
was  given  to  the  accusation  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  brought  forward  bv 
the  hon.  gentleman ;  for  be  it  remembered, 
that  that  accusation  to  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  given  the  weight  of  his  autho- 
ritVy  was  one  which,  if  proved,  would  not 
only  be  declaring  him  unfit  to  hold  any  si- 
tuation under  government,  but  even  to 
show  his  face  in  society.    The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  he  was  anxious  that 
justice  should  be  done  in  this  case,   and 
therefore  he  had  brought  it  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  House.    But  under  what 
circumstances  had  he  brought  it  forward. 
He  bad  waited  till  the  termination  of  the 
session,  when  It  was  impossible  that  the 
charges  should  be  inquired  into,  while 
they  would  insinuate  themselves  into  the 
public  mind  in  the  interval  between  this 
and  a  future  session.    Many  of  the  most 
material  of  the  papers  for  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  moved  had  been  transmit* 
ted  by  government  to  the  Ionian  islands. 
It  could  not  be  expected  of  him  that  he 
should  be  nicely  conversant  with  the  law 
in  the  case,   but  he  believed  if  general 
Campbell  had  acted  in  the  way  in  which' 
he  was  charged  by  count  Cladan  to  have 
acted,  Aere  were  tribonab  in  this  coun^ 
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try  in  which  geaeral  Campbell  ooold  to 
called  to  account^  He  knew  of  one  case 
which  had  occurred  since  he  filled  hispre- 
aent  situatiooy  in  which  the  courts  here 
received  the  cause,  and  did  justice  to  the 

arieved  party.  The  hon.  sentleman 
the  advantage  over  him  of  having  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  case  fresh  in  his 
lecoUection ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  knew 
that  many  of  the  documents  had  been  sent 
to  die  locuan  islands;  and  if  he  were  to 
enter  on  the  question  with  the  defective 
information  which  he  possessed,  he  could 
not  satisfy  the  Hoiise»and  he  might  be  in- 
the  cause  of  general  CampbelL 


junng 

The  hon.  gentleman,  in  as  far  as  be  had 
expressed  his  belief  of  count  Cladan's 
statement,  had  to  that  extent  injured  ge- 
neral Campbdl.  But  though  the  hon. 
Smtleman  nad  given  a  credence  to  count 
ladan»  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  it  to 
Dr.  Clark,  on  the  subject  of  Russia.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  never  forget  that 
these  charges  rested  on  the  assertion  of  an 
individual  who  came  here  three  years  ago 
with  the  professed  object  of  obtaining  re* 
dress  agamst  general  CwnpbeU,  and  that 
he  had  never  yet  taken  any  legal  steps  to* 
wards  obtabing  such  redress.  Because 
he  knew  this,  and  because  he  knew  that 
there  were  tribunals  regularly  constituted, 
before  which  count  Claoan  could  bring  ge* 
neral  Campbell,  he  was  under  the  neces- 
8^y  of  statinff,  that  he  -disbelieved  the 
atatemcntsinthe  petition.  General  Canun 
bell  had  been  thirty  seven  years  in  toe 
service  of  his  country,  and  during  all  that 
time,  he  had  behaved  in  the  moat  distin* 
gciished  manner.  He  did  not  wish  x»  pro* 
nottnce  any  opinipn  with  respect  to  count 
Cladan  ;^  but  this  he  could  states  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  all  those  persees  whom  he 
had  consulted  on  the  subject  of  this  aecu* 
aation,  sinoe  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  House,  eovnt  Cladan  did  not  stand 
on  tl|a  same  ground  aa  gentra)  Campbell 
did»  with  vespect  to  the  eredit  and  esti- 
mation to  which  he  was  entitled.  Heooo^ 
duded  with  giving  his  negative  to  the  mo* 

Mr.  F.  jQet^  8aid»  Oialwh^fihiahQn, 
Ineod  had  fisa  mnooght  forwavd  his  obaifat 
«gainst  gesiani  Campbell,  whetiier  ne 
coasadered  the  sitnatieQ  filled  by  thatgf^ 
Ifnit  officei^  or  judged  of  Wm^  from  the 
peiaonal  aoyiaiotanoe  whieb  be  had  with 
hm%  his  impression  was,  thfit'the  «harge« 
cvniU  not  be  subataatialed.  But  he  was 
honod  to  lay  that  his  bq».  friond  bad 
mtAt^  ^it^yiit^  fmmi  Jimk  99m  which 


caBed  for  inquiry.    Thie  inquiq^  oi^i  tm 
begone  into,  whether  the^  conndevvd 
the  statement  of  his  hon.  fnend*   or  the 
defence  of  the  hon.  eeotieman  ^ppoai^em 
For  what  did  that  defence  amount  to  ? 
Why  this— that  after  the  lapse  of  tlira^ 
months,  he  could  not  enter  into  the  uioetieft 
of  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  was  apt 
yet  able  to  enter  into  the  charges  now 
brought  forward  ;«-that  is,  that  hp  vet 
knew  nothing  of  the  law,  and  that  he  bed 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  die 
&ct8.    He  was  surprised  to  find  thet  the 
papers  moved  for  by  his  hon.  friend,  were 
to  b^  refused,  when  he  con^dered  the 
effect  which  such  a  refusal  would  have  on 
the  inhabitants  of  aA  those  settleagente 
which  were  in  the  same  situation  aa  tlie 
Ionian  islands.    The  hon.  gentieman  had 
talked  much  of  the  irritation  of  genBcel 
Campbell  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
charges  had  been  entertained.    What  waa 
the  impartial  tribunal  proposed  by  the  hosu 
gentleman  in  this  case?   Before  the  hoo. 
gendeman  gave  any  opinion  in  socb  e 
case,  he  ought  to  have  mquired  into  this 
subject     He  spoke  in  the  presence  oC 
gentlemen  who  might  be  better  acou«nt« 
ed  with  the  subject  than  be  was.    In  the 
Minorca  case  the  person  who  came  be- 
fore our  tribunals  had  been  a  subject  of 
England;  but  count  Cladan  was  not  a 
subject  of  IdQgland ;  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Ionian  islands  were  not  now,  and 
never  had  been,   aubjects  of  fingbmd, 
they  beij»f[  only  under  its  protection.    By 
the  constitution  q(  the  Ionian  islands^  no 
appeal  could  lie  from  their  couirts  to  this 
country.    Any  individual  complaining  of 
acts  of  oppreation  and  abuse  conuaittsd 
by  a  person  holding  the  high  situation  of 
representative  of  tM  Englidi  government 
abroad,  had  e  right  to  come  before  the 
House  oi  Commons,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  in  snch  a  case  to  bs  a 
just  tribunal,  at  all  times  open  to  the  na* 
tiv?s  of  ihoie  countries  aqbject  to  eor 
sway,  and  placed  under  our  protectioBt 
The  House  of  Commons  ought  to  be  onsn 
to  such  complaints,  even  though  asoUMr 
tiibunal  should  be  open*    He  rmdly  ooa« 
eideaed  thie  question  ai  one  of  the  ntmen 
importanoe,   when  he  considered  bes 
asao^  oouatriei  were  oow  added  to  the 
dommion  of  Great  BritsMu 

I.ord  Casiiertagk  said,  tibafc  though 
there  ought  to  be  asincere  feeline  in  all  qui 
colonies,  that  die  people  would  find  pro- 
tection in  this  qountrv  and  obtain  redras 
for  their  grievaiio«b  wyet  wM  pietiil 
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ggmiut  tlie  principle,  thai  Um  HMie 
was  to  aftrd  Ibem  redrett,  in  fhe  fim  in* 
stance,  and  that  It  wai  not  to  the  ordinarj 
tribimalf  of  the  lair  that  they  neie  to 
look.  IftUtnoQttroiia  doctrine  Here  to  be 
allowed,  it  wouldlead  tocKpeeUtiont  which 
could  never  be  aatiified,  and  to  the  indue* 
ing  peraoni  to  brmff  forward  calamnies 
•gainst  mdividuab  which  it  would  be  im* 
poaaiUe  to  refute.    Etcu  if  thiacaie  were 
onainendy  luited  fbr  behg  brought  before 
the  House,  as  it  was  imposriUe  for  the 
House  now  to  interfere  wita  any  eSSect,  the 
brioffing  it  forward  atthislate  period  of  the 
aeaaion  was  only  enablfaig  the  hon.  mem- 
ber to  niske  evDoiie  statements,  to  the  pre* 
ediceof  a^tieman  who  was  not  present, 
is  hon.  ftiend  could  not  know  enough  of 
tte  case  to  undertake  the  protection  of  the 
ciiaracter  of  that  officer.  He  was  disposed 
tobelieTe  that  thehoo.memberwa8  actuated 

a  a  desure  of  dobg  good,  but  in  a  case 
e  the  present  he  could  only  at  this  time 
become  die  instrument  of  Tilifytng  a  res« 
peetable  character,  and  of  doing  misdiief. 
On  diese  grounds  he  protested  against  the 
principle  which  was  growmg  up  in  this  * 
country,  of  bringiqg  every  case  before 
diat  House. 

Mr.  Batkam  agreed  with  the  noUe 
lord,  that  nothing  coiddbe  more  improper 
dum  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of 
diat  Rouse  cases  which  migfat  be  readily 
decided  before  a  competent  tribunal  in 
the  colony  or  place  where  they  arose. 
But  from  what  he  understood  of  the  pre- 
sent ooesdon,  the  officer  to  whose  con- 
duct It  referred,  had  taken  upon  himself 
the  authdrity  of  revisioe  judicial  decrees, 
and  of  interfering  with  ttie  ordinaiy  admi- 
nistration of  the  law.    He  had  thus  set 
himself  above  the  reach  of  those  tribunals 
before  which  the  matters  in  dispute  were 
originally  cognisable.     He  thoi^t  the 
character  of  general  Campbell  draply  in- 
terested m  repelling  thediarges  preferred 
sgaiosthim. 

General  ThomUm^  firom  having  seen- 
general  Campbdl  m  die  ezereise  of  his 
mDitary  dutv,  thought  it  impossible  he 
eoald  ever  nave  acted  in  the  maimer  in 
whidi  he  was  stated  to  have  acted. 

Mr.  LoMaH  wu  of  opinion  that  it  was 
a  danaerous  practice  to  bring  forward  in 
that  House  the  cases  of  perMus  in  an  in- 
fbrior  station  of  society,  out  he  must  pro- 
test against  the  extension  of  this  principle 
to  questbns  aHectiog  the  government  and 
weU-being  of  our  foreign  possessions.  In 
propoitioa  as  diey  were  ealned,  and  the 


nnadwr  of  offioaw  appoiaied  to  adminisear 
their  afflurs  was  increasedi  it  became  ne» 
cessaty*  that  the  inquisitorial  powere  of 
parliament  should  be  extended,  aad  rea- 
dered  commensurate  with  the  almost  so« 
vereign  authorkv  whkdi  wia  sometimea 
delegated  to  tnose  officera.  General 
Campbell  had  exerdsed  a  supreme  autho- 
rity,  and  it  was  no  answer  m  such  a  case 
to  a  person  triio  oompfauned  that  he  had 
been  aggrieved,  to  refer  him  to  the  ordi* 
nary  course  of  Justice. 

Captain  WatiUgrme  thou^t  it  his  doty 
to  protest  against  the  doctrine  advanced 
by  the  noUe  lord,  wUdi  he  couMerad  aa 
impoaing  an  unconstitutional  restraint 
upon  the  freedom  and  discretion  of  every 
member.  Here  was  a  case  atated,  in 
which  the  right  of  appeal  (a  right  dwaya 
allowed  in  a  neiriibovuinff  country)  to  a 
second  court,  after  a  judgment  off^dMth 
had  beea  invaded,  and  the  appdlant  exe* 
cuted.  Could  itbesmd  that  this  was  an 
allegation  which  did  not  call  loudly  for 
Inquiry  I  When  he  first  hesffd  the  charvea 
mentioned,  he  certainly  had  not  fUt  &« 
posed  to  admit  thdr  truth,  havina  alwaya 
entertained  die  highest  opinion  of  general 
CampbelPa  honour  and  humanity.  He 
must  at  the  same  time  state,  that  he  waa 
not  satisfied  with  the  dedaration  of  the 
hen.  member  opposite,  diat  he  was  igno* 
rant  of  the  facts,  and  that  it  waa  now  too 
late  to  attempt  to  inquire  intp  them. 

Mr.  Mon^  could  notbelieve  it  poasible 
that  general  Campbdl  had  been  gitiltf 
of  the  charges  preferred  aaainst  hhn. 

Mr.  Benma^  m  reply,  said,  he  consden* 
tiously  believed  the  greatest  part  of  the 
<^ges  were  true,  not  on  the  authority  of 
count  Cladan,  but  on  that  of  an  Enalidi 
gentfemao  of  raok,  who  had  held  a  higb 
siination  in  the  Tflniaf*  ^^^ffn^f.    Whoa* 


ever  an  abuse  was  charged  against  aa^ 
indiridual  in  that  Hoiise»  there  were  at 
ways  gentlemen  ready  with  thdr  pane- 
gyric of  the  accused.  This  waa  an  (Hd 
Bailey  trick.  There  were  dways  peraona 
at  the  Old  BaOey  ready  to  bear  the 
highest  testimony  to  all  crimfnab^-the^ 
would  have  trusted  them  withantdd  gold 
—but  they  were  often  hanged  notwtdbi 
standing  tnese  warm  panegyrics.  Geoe- 
rd  Campbell  had  aaahi  mi  agdn  hem 
doseted  with  lord  Bathurst,  and  be  be- 
lieved thereasoB  why  die  boo.  gendeman 
tdd  nothing  of  what  most  have  transpired 
on  these  oocadons,  was  because  he  did 
not  choose  to  teH.  Snrriy  sudi  chargea 
as  thoae  which  had  beenbroogfitftrwatd 
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deserved  investigatioD.  He  kaew  more 
than  he  had  stated,  and  before  another 
session  passed,  he  would  endeavour  not 
only  to  justify  count  Cladan,  but,  injustice 
to  those  subjects  of  ours  and  to  the  cha- 
racter of  England,  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House.  The  language  of  the 
l>oble  lord  might  do  very  well  at  the  place 
to  which  he  was  going,  but  these  charees 
of  his  would  not  deter  him  from  doing 
what^  he  considered  his  duty.  They  were 
not  friends  to  general  Campbell,  who  re- 
fused investigation  in  this  case.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  had  a  whole  month  for  in- 
vesti^ation^he  had  had  general  Campbell 
at  bis  elbow— he  ought  to  have  extracted 
answers  from  him,  if  he  did  not  voluntarily 
make  them.  The  general  had  since  gone 
abroad,  but  if  his  answers  had  been  satis- 
factory, the  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
come  down  to  the  House  with  a  trium- 
phant case,  for  the  purpose  of  lowering 
nim  (Mr.  B.)  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public,  as  a  person  destitute  of  prudence. 

Mr.  Goulbum,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
when  general  Campbell  called  on  him,  he 
informed  him  he  had  made  arrangements 
to  go  to  Paris,  and  had  asked  him  (Mr.  G. ) 
whether  he  ought  to  stay  in  this  country. 
He  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  his  remaining  in  this 
country ;  and  tliat  he  had  only  to  be  in 
readiness  to  return  when  his  presence  was 
wanted.  It  was  not  the  case,  therefore, 
that  general  Campbell  had  fled  from  the 
accusation. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  8;  Noes,  46. 

List  of  the  Minority, 
Barham,  J.  Williams,  sir  R. 
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Chamberlayne,  W. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 
Lockhart  J.  J. 


Woody  alderman. 

TELI.ER:i. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Waldegrave,  hon.  W. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Tuesday^  June  2. 

Pdrchasb  ov  Gams  Bill.]  The  bill 
having  been  read  a  second  time, 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  moved  that  it  be 
DOW  committed.  The  sole  object  of  the 
measure,  his  lordship  observed,  was,  to 
place  the  buyer  and  the  seller  of  Game 
upon  the  same  footing.  As  the  law  at 
present  stood,  the  latter  was  subject  to 
penalties,  whereas  the  former  was  safe 
lirom  all  punishment.  If  their  lordships 
rejected  this  bill,  thev  would  give  encou- 
ragement to  the  rich  subomerB  of  an  of- 


fence  which  the   poor  were  teaapCed  to 
commit,  and  which  it  was  thought  fit  to 
allow  to  remain  an  object  of  severe  pe* 
nalties*    If  there  existed  any  principle  of 
law  more  cruel  and  unfair  than  another, 
it  surely  was  that    which  punished  die 
poor  and  acquitted  the  rich,  when  equally 
implicated  in  criminality.    Ho  had  taken 
up  this  bill  as  he  found  it  on  the  table» 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  had  come 
from  the  Commons  in  a  shape  which  did 
not  promise  that  it  would  prove  verj  ef- 
fective in  its  operation.    The  state  o€  the 
game  laws  was  altogether  objectionable ; 
but,  bad  as  the  system  was,  it  became 
their  lordships  duty  to  do  what  they  could 
to  improve  it,  and  render  it  conaiatentv 
when  their  attention  was  seriously  called 
to  it,  as  it  now  was,  by  the  bill  b^oie 
them.    It  was  the  wish  of  his  noble  friend 
who  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  thb 
bill  yesterday,  that  game  should  become 
the  property  of  those  on  whose  laoda  it 
was  found,  and  that  the  sale  of  it  should 
be  legalized ;  but  in  the  committee  o£  the 
House  of  Commons,  though  great  alten* 
tion  had  been  paid  to  the  subject^  it  bad 
hitherto  been  found  impossible  to  carry 
that  principle  into  effect.    To  make  game 
property  was  a  proposition  environed  with 
numerous  difficulties.    In.  order  to  give 
it  the  protection  of  law,    evidence   of 
ownership  would  then  be  necessary ;  and 
upon  what  kind  of  proof  that  shcuild  be 
decided  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  deter« 
mine.      He  had  considered  the  subject 
much,  and  conversed  with  land  proprie- 
tors in  different  parts  of  the  country,  but 
had  never  been  able  to  come  to  any  sa- 
tisfactory conclusion.    The  question  now 
before  their  lordships  was,  however,  one 
of  a  practical  nature.    It  was  merely  whe- 
ther they  would  allow  a  law  to  remain  in 
force,  by  which  the  poor  man  suffered  the 
infliction  of  severe   penalties,  while  the 
rich  man  was  exempt  from  all  punish* 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  Lai/(/in'da/0  thought  there 
was  no  person '.  acquainted  with  the  si- 
tuation of  the  gaols  .throughout  the 
country,  crowded  as  they  were,  with  per- 
sons committed  for  offences  against  the 
game  laws,  who  would  not  oppose  this 
bill.  He  was  against  every  sort  of  tarn* 
pering  with  the  subject,  because  he  knew 
that  it  was  impossible  for  their  lordships 
to  go  at  this  time  into  a  consideration  of 
the  general  system  of  the  game  laws ;  and 
unless  the  question  was  taken  op  on  that 
lar^e  scale*  no  good  could  be  done. 
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sfoble  friend  had  inferred  that  the  teller  of 
gsme  mutt  be  a  poor  man,  and  had  truly 
stntcdy  that  it  wat  hard  to  punish  the  poor 
and  let  the  rich  escape ;  but  the  measure 
he  aupported  would  hare  another  opera- 
tion, which  he  completely  lost  sight  of. 
The  bill  wat  so  framed,  as  to  render  it  im* 
poasible  that  any  evidence  of  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  should  be  obtained. 
How  could  there  be  any  evidence  of  the 
oSence,  if  the  buyer  iind  seller  were  both 
coually  guilt  J  in  the  eye  of  the  law  i  But 
wny  were  the  gaols  filled  with  unfortunate 
men,  charged  with  offences  against  the 
game  laws  ?  Precisely  for  the  same  rea- 
son that  the  public  was  shocked  with  so 
many  executions  for  forgery.  An  artificial 
iyatem  of  paper  had  been  introduced, 
which  formed  a  temptation  to  the  com- 
mitsion  of  the  crime  of  forgery.  In  the 
tame  way,  the  unnatural  state  of  theppame 
laws  produced  a  constant  desire  to  violate 
thenu  In  legislating,  the  first  thing  al- 
ways to  be  consider^  was,  whether  the 
measure  proposed  was  practicable*  Did 
not  their  lordtbipt  know  that  there  was 
in  thit  country  a  numerout  body  of  funded 
proprietors  as  rich  as  landed  proprietors  ? 
These  men  had  no  manorial  rights,  but 
they  pouessed  wealth  which  gave  them 
the  command  of  every  thin^  they  could 
desire  for  their  table ;  and  with  what  thev 
desired  thev  would,  doubtlets,  be  supplied, 
in  tptte  01  all  the  laws  which  could  be 
enacted*  In  consequence  of  the  Union 
with  Ireland,  many  great  landed  proprie- 
tors of  that  country  resided  in  tnis,  es- 
pecially dturing  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
ment, and  thev  mutt  also  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  purchase  game.  It  was  ab- 
anrd  to  suppose  that  men  of  great  fortune 
could  be  prevented  by  laws  from  obtaining 
any  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  If  his  noble 
friend  persisted  in  thu  bill,  he  should  per- 
haps feel  it  his  duty,  at  a  subsequent 
atage,  to  move  for  the  lord  steward's  ac- 
counts, by  which  their  lordships  would 
then  tee  that  the  table  of  the  sovereign 
was  served  with  purchased  game.  An  at- 
tempt to  amend  the  game  laws  by  a  mea- 
aure  tike  the  present,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
|)erfectly  contemptible ;  but  as  at  this  pe- 
riod of  the  tettion  it  was  impossible  to  go 
bto  the  general  considerauon  of  9o  im- 
portant a  question,  he  thought  the  biO 
ought  to  be  withdrawn,  in  order  tliat  the 
tubject  might  be  taken  up  on  more  en- 
kr^  principlet,  in  the  course  of  the 
next  tettion. 

Eari  Grotvmor  reminded  their  lordships 
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that  the  queation  had  b^n  very  fully  dit- 
cussed  m  the  other  House  of  parliament, 
and  that  it  had  not  been  found  practicable 
to  bring  forward  any  other  measure  at 
present  but  this  bill*  He  had  strong  ob* 
jections  to  the  existing  gptme  laws.  Among 
other  things,  he  considered  it  a  great 
hardship  that  the  lives  of  gamekeepers 
should  be  exposed  in  the  manner  tbej 
daily  were,  by  the  imperfect  state  of  these 
laws.  He  wished  that  the  whole  system 
should  be  taken  into  consideration ;  but 
when  the  question  was,  whether  he  would 
in  the  interim  agree  to  the  bill,  he  roust 
say,  yes.  This  answer  he  was  bound  to 
give,  on  the  maxim  that  the  receiver  waa 
as  bad  as  the  thief;  but  in  this  case  there 
was  the  additional  consideration,  that  the 
person  proposed  to  be  punished  was  not 
only  the  receiver  of  the  stolen  goods,  but 
the  encouraser  of  the  theft. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  felt  it  impot* 
tible  for  him  to  add  any  thing  to  the  un« 
answerable  arguments  of  tlie  noble  eari 
who  had  expressed  so  able  an  opinion 
against  the  bill.  It  should  have  his  decided 
opposition.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  mutt  be  perfectly  nugatory,  as 
well  on  account  or  the  deficiency  of  evi- 
dence alluded  to  by  the  noble  earU  at  of 
the  practicet  which  would  be  resorted  tq 
in  telling  game.  Were  their  lordshipa 
not  aware  that  a  turkey  might  be  sold 
for  four  timet  itt  value,  and  game  given 
in  at  a  present  along  with  it?  Wat  there 
any  law  to  prevent  this?  He  thought  it 
very  hard  toat  persons  who  could  not  pro- 
cure game  from  their  own  estates  should 
be  prevented  from  obtaining  it  by  purchase* 
The  bill  was  a  measure  of  unnecessary 
severity,  and  though  he  was  fond  of  sport- 
ing, he  loved  the  liberties  of  the  people 
stfll  more  than  the  preservation  of  game^ 
i  and  should  therefore  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  bill 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  wat  not  ex- 
tremely fond  of  sporting,  but  had,  he  be*' 
lieved,  as  high  a  regard  for  the  liberties 
of  the  people  as  the  noble  earl  who  had 
just  sat  down,  and  yet  he  intended  to  sup. 
port  the  present  measure.  He  could  not» 
however,  give  his  vote  for  the  bill  without 
some  explanation  of  the  reasons  on  whicfar 
that  vote  was  founded,  lest  it  should  be 
supposed  that,  by  the  support  he  gave  to 
this  measure,  he  in  any  way  approved  of 
the  principle  of  the  game  laws.  To  those 
laws  he  objected,  not  merely  on  the  ground 
of  their  being  founded  on  an  unjust  prin- 
ciple, but  becaute  they  formed  a  fertile 

(SZ) 


lOrSJ     HOUSE  OF  EORBS, 

nursely  of  crimes.  He  could  not  help 
•xpressing  his  surprise  at  the  extrBordi« 
nary  view  of  the  question  taken  by  his 
noble  friend,  and  which  the  noble  lord 
who  apoke  last  so  highly  applauded.  Hia 
noble  friend  bad  very  ingeniously  intro- 
duced the  paper  system  into  this  question^ 
though,  for  his  part,  he  confe^s^d  he 
oould  not  see  the  similarity  of  the  cases 
between  the  forger  and  the  buyer  of  game. 
His  noble  friend  had  dwelt  on  the  incon- 
yeniencef  which  a  great  number  of 
weahhy  p^rspns  would  suffer  who  pos- 
aes^d  no  manorial  rights.  But  if  his  noble 
friend  was  really  desirous  of  altering  the 
whole  of  the  game  laws^  ought  he  oot  to 
support  a  measure  which  would  make  all 
{hose  persons  hostile  to  the  system  he 
wis}ied  to  see  chanced  ?  On  the  contrary^ 
instead  of  making  tnem  epemies,  he  wished 
to  place  them,  in  the  situation  of  seducers. 
His  noble  friend  had  said,  that  the  efibct 
pf  the  bill  would  be  to  prevent  the  ob- 
taining of  evidence.  It  appeared  then, 
^at,  B$  the  law  now  stood,  the  purchaser 
of  game  might  convict  the  seller.  But 
his  noble  friend  paid  a  very  indiferent 
compliment  to  those  wealthy  persons  with- 
q\tt  manorial  rights,  fbr  whose  coipfort  he 
was  so  anxious  to  provide  when  he  ad- 
tanc^  this  argument.  Did  he  mean  to 
aaythat  the  rich  fundholder,  after  ob- 
taming  a  partridge  for  his  table,  turned  in-^ 
/qrafer  a^^alnst  the  poor  poacher  who  pro- 
cured hina  tl^at  luxury  ?  But  this  was  a 
serious  subject,  and  required  the  serious 
consideration  of  parliament,  as  soon  as  it 
<^ould  be  taken  up  op  general  principles. 
He  was  aware  that  the  proposition  of 
making  eame  property}  was  one  of  consi- 
derable aifficuity,buthe  vaa  not  afn^id  of 
the  consequence  of  such  a  measure  with 
fespect  to  violations  of  that  property ;  for 
he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  t^t 
any  law  inaking  game  property  could,  be 
the  cau^  o^  auch  crimes  as  were  the 
ofiprlng  of  the  present  laws.  At  all 
^vents,  their  lordships  wqre  bound  to  con- 
aider  the  state  of  the  law  as  it  now  stopd, 
and  render  the  system  as  consistent  as 
Possible  with  itself.  He  should  therefore 
^ve  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  hi}!. 

^  The  ILord  Chancellor  felt  it  impossible  for 
hvpci  to  eive  his  assent  to  the  bid  as  it  now 
^ood.-  If  it  was  the  intc^ntion  of  their 
lordsbipf  to  deal  out  ^u«^  justice  to  the 
»ch  and  the  poor,  this  bill  did  not  ac- 
complish that  object,  for  it  only  imposed 
i|  fine  on  t)ie  rich  purchaser,  wnereas  the 
poor  leflbr  was  liable  both  to  fino  aod  im- 
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prisomnent.  A  poacher  had  been  com* 
milted  to  Dorchester  gaol  fbr  six  ^weeka, 
for  selling  game  to  a  man  of  property^ 
while  the  purchaser  went  free.  Tfaia  was 
in  contradiction  to  their  lordships  opinioa, 
that  the  buyer  was  worse  than  the  seller* 
If  the  proprietor  of  one  estate  puroliased 
game  poached  in  his  neighbour's,  the 
principle  of  impartiality  on  which  the  bill 
proceed^  would  require,  that  if  such  a 
proprietorwere  the  first  man  in  the  county, 
he  ought  to  be  sent  to  gaol  as  well  as 
the  poacher.  It  was  fit,  then,  if  tbelr 
lordships  adopted  any  measure  on  tliis 
subject,  that  they  should  take  care  to 
make  it  one  which  would  deal  oat  equal 
justice  to  all. 

Earl  Bathurst  alluded  to  an  oprnloa 
which  had  been  entertained,  that  by  this 
measure  qualified  persons  would  be  liable 
to  punishment  for  the  sale  of  game,  which 
h^  thought  by  no  means  followed  from  the 
enactments  of  the  bill* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  to  make 
the  measure  consistent,  the  person  who 
purchased  game  ought,  not  only  to  be 
liable  to  a  me  of  5/.  out  to  imprisonment 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  poacher. 

Lord  Holland  observed^  that  it  would 
be  very  easy  to  alter  the  clanse  in  the  bill 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  remove  the  noble 
and  learned  lord's  objection. 

The  House  divided:  Contents,  S5; 
Non-contents,  9— Majority,  24.  The 
House  then  went  into  the  committee. 

Alien  Bill.]  The  Earl  of  Lauder* 
dale  presented  a  Pletition  from  certain  cer* 
tain  persons  who  had  recently  purchased 
shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland ;  and  who, 
his  lordship  observed,  were  now  threat- 
ened to  oe  unjustly  divested  of  their 
rights  by  an  expostjacto  law,  introduced 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state.  The  pe* 
tition  being  read,  stated,  that  the  peti* 
tioners  were  pronrietors  of  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  and  were  therefore  by 
law  naturalized  subjects:  that  they  had 
learned  that,  in  a  bill  before  parliament 
for  continuing  the  Alien  bill  two  years, 
a  clause  had  been  inserted,  declafing 
that  all  persons  who  had  purchased 
shares  in  tne  Bank  of  Scotland  since  t}ie 
28th  April  last|  should  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  aliens ;  that,  under  the  autho^ 
rity  of  the  existing  law,  the  petitioners 
aod  many  other  persons  had  purchased 
stock,  and  had  thereby  acquired  the  rights 
of  natural  born  subjects ;  that  they  Wpre 
merchants  carrying  oa  tbeir  trade  la  the 
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Siitifh  donuuraSi  tod  that  matijr  of  thao 
.were  married  and  had  children  bom^^to 
them  in  this  oountrj.  Having  purchased 
the  stock  on  the  aupposition  that  nobody 
in  Great  Britain  could  be  deprived  of  the 
rights  they  poMeaaed  by  an  ex  pastjkctp 
law,  they  prayed  that  the  clauie  might 
not  paas,  and  that  they  might  be  heard  by 
(Mmnsel  against  it. — The  noble  earl  moTod 
that  the  petitioners  be  heard  hy  their 
coansd  against  the  bill. 

Lord  Sidmouih  submitted  to  their  lord- 
shipt»  whether,  aHer  the  discussion  which 
'^e  clause  in  c^uestion  had  undergone*  it 
could  be  considered  necessary  to  hear 
counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners.  He 
aaw  no  ground  for  such  a  proceeding,  and 
ahouM  oppose  the  motion. 

Eari  Gri^  was  aatonished  to  hear  tha 
noble  secretary  of  state,  without  assigning 
any  good  reason,  or  giving  any  statement 
of  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  recommend 
h  to  their  lordships  to  nay  no  attention  to 
the  application  which  nad  been  made  to 
them.  All  that  he  had  offered  was  an  aa- 
aertion  that  the  clause  had  already  been 
discussed.  But  what  was  the  real  state 
of  the  case }  A  certain  number  of  indi- 
viduats  who,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  country,  had 
acquired  rights  and  property,  prayed  to 
be  beard  by  counsel  against  a  measure 
which  proposed  to  deprive  them  of  the 
advantage  they  had  fairly  and  justly  ac- 
quired. They  bad  stated  that  they  were 
merchants,  and  most  of  them  the  parents 
of  natural  bom  subjects.  ^  In  this  sitoation, 
lliejr  complained  of  the  violation  of  a  pub- 
lic right,  and  asked  to  be  heard  in  deduce 
of  their  property  and  the  rights  which  bO' 
longed  to  It.  Coold  their  lordships  be 
prevailed  on  to  refuse  to  hear  tnem? 
Their  petition  was  respectfully  expressed ; 
no  objection  could  be  made  to  receiving 
it ;  and  vet  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
expected  their  lordships  to  reject  its 
prajer,  though  he  had  uxed  no  argument 
to  induco  them  to  adopt  $o  extraordinary 
and  80  unjust  a  course.  Their  lordships 
would  recollect  that  they  were  judges  on 
all  questions  of  property  in  the  last  resort, 
and  that  is  was  m  a  peculiar  manner  their 
dutv  to  guard  asainst  the  violation  of  those 
rignts  on  whi<m  the  security  of  property 
depeodedw 

The  £arl  ot  Liverpool  trusted  he  felt  as 
ssered  a  regard  for  the  principles  of  the 
constitutioo  aa  any  other  person  could  do, 
bat  he  did  not  thmk  the  noble  lord  could 
state  any  ground  against  the  introduction 


ofthedaoae.  That  dame  was  mtrodoced 
on  public  grounds  and  for  public  objectf, 
and  in  suco  a  case  the  daima  of  individuah 
must  yield  to  the  public  good,  thougp 
perhaps  they  might  be  heanl  with  a  view 
to  compensation.  Whether  those  who 
claimed  redress  under  the  measure  were 
entitled  to  it  or  not,  he  would  not  say ; 
but  he  could  produce  many  precedent|» 
where,  in  cases  of  state  necessity,  it  had 
been  the  duty  of  parliament  to  legislate^ 
without  any  regard  to  the  claims  of  iodi* 
viduals.  Compensation  had  indeed  beeii 
aUended  to,  but  that  did  not  a&ct  the 
prindple  he  had  stated.  He  very  weU 
recollected^  that  when  the  question  of  th# 
Slave  trade  was  imitated,  one  of  the  objecr 
tions  against  its  diolition  was  the  e&et  it 
would  nave  on  interests  vested  by  act  of 
parliament.  He  had  agreed  in  the  wdgbfc 
of  those  objections,  and  admitted  that.  If 
a  case  of  injury  was  proved,  compensatioa 
oaght  to  be  niiade :  but  if  ever  there  was 
a  question  that  stood  upon  unanswerably 
grounds  of  public  policy,  it  was  th^ 
present  measure  of  the  Aheo  bill ;  it  waa 
the  policy  pursued  by  this  country  wita 
respect  to  foreigners ;  and  what  was  thajt 
policy?  He  never  heard  the  greateat 
latitudinarian  contend,  on  the  subject  of 
qualification,  that  any  man  could  become 
a  naturalized  subject  except  by  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance ;  and  now  to.  contend^ 
that  the  investment  of  so  email  a  sum  aa 
sol.  in  a  banking  company  should  confer 
that  high  privilege,  was  a  most  unheard-ef 
assumption.  Indeed,  the  clause  in  the 
act  relating  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland  ba4 
been  virtually  repealed  by  severd  subser 
quent  acts,  fty  the  144h  of  the  king  k 
was  declared,  that  no  person  should  ther^ 
after  be  naturalized  unless  he  conform^ 
with  various  requisites.  This  expression 
repealed  the  clause  in  the  Bank  ac^  by 
implication ;  and  yet,  because  that  clause 
had  never  been  expressly  repealed,  th0 
noUe  earl  would  infer  that  it  wais  stiO  in 
force;  and  it  had  now  been  comuredop 
for  a  particular  purpose  to  be  enmced  la 
violation  of  all  tne  sacred  principles  of  the 
constitutioo,  of  dl  the  principles  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Crown  ana  the  government. 
A  proposition  so  nonstroos,  ao  unheard-of 
he  oeheved  had  never  before  been  madb 
in  that  House ;  and  if  their  lordships  ac- 
ceded to  it,  they  wodd  render  of  no 
effect,  a  bill,  wbicn  after  all  Aat  had  been 
add,  he  deemed  of  the  meat  vitd  expe- 
diency to  the  uitereata  and  existence  of 
Great  Britain. 
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liOrd  HoUand  coroplaitied  that  the  noble 
•earl  had  not  stated  the  question  faid^r* 
'He  had  said  that  the  question  turned  oh 
the  repeal  of  the  act  of  Settlement,  and 
the  public  expediency  of  the  Alien  act. 
The  question  was  not,  however,  whether 
the  effect  of  the  act  of  Settlement  should 
be  repealed,  but  whether  their  lordships 
would  hear,  at  their  bar,  parties  who  com- 
plained that  their  persons  and  property 
were  affected  by  the  operation  of  a  retros- 
pective law ;  and  whetner  that  law,  which 
ieemed  to  make  the  noble  earl  so  impa- 
tient, should  be  repealed  in  a  single  day, 
without  any  regard  to  the  interests  or 
Tested  rights  of  individuals.  However,  as 
the  noble  earl  had  dwelt  so  much,  and 
with  such  vehemence,  on  this  alleged  pre- 
posterous law,  he  could  not  help  observmg, 
that  he  had  flallen  into  a  mistake  from  the 
hurry  with  which  this  clause  had  been 
brought  forward.  It  was,  indeed,  but 
Batural,  that  any  erne  should  be  taken  by 
surprise  in  a  question  that  could  not  be  at 
once  understood  in  all  its  bearings.  The 
noble  earl  would  find',  if  he  examined  the 
^subject,  that  this  clause  in  the  Bank  act 
did  not  creep  by  the  Union  unnoticed,  but 
that  the  framers  of  the  act  of  settlement 
ted  it  distinctly  in  view ;  for  they,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  effect  of  the  act  of  Settlement 
on  the  question  of  naturalization,  included 
all  those  already  naturalized  by  any 
.Scotch  law.  The  question,  however,  was, 
not  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  altering 
that  law,  Dut  whether  we  should  break 
down  other  great  principles  for  the  sake 
of  obviating  an  ima^nary  danger,  or 
compassing  an  imagmary  convenience. 
IVe  were  told,  that  the  Alien  bill  was  a 
balance  of  inconveniences.  Now,  the  in- 
convenience apprehended  on  one  side  was, 
that  oer^^ain  persons  whom  ministers 
wished  to  have  m  their  ^rasp  and  net,  bad 
jgot  put  by  relying  on  the  laws  of  the 
coxintry.  Who  these  persons  were,  he 
knew  hQt,  except  that  ^iey  had  been  long 
domesticated  here,  and  were  good  sul^ects 
of  the  king.  That  was  the  inconvenience 
on  one  side :  on  the  other,  we  broke  down 
fdl  rules  and  principles  of  government,  and 
attacked  the  property  and  security  we 
professed  to  ensure.  But  the  noble  earl 
had  argued  this  as  a  question  of  great 
state  policy,  in'^rbtch  the  interests  of  in- 
dividuals  must  be  sacrificed  to  |h.ose  of  the 
ptiblic ;  and  he  had  alluded  to  the  aboli* 
tion  of  the  ShiTe4rade,  in  which  private  in- 
terests had  suffered  severely.  He  (lord 
HoHaod)  well  remembered*  the  discuision 
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on  that  question,  and  he  recollected  beai^ 
ing,  hour  after  hour,  the  cooDael    who 
spoke  for  persons  interested  in  that  trade. 
There  was,  however,  a  main  difisrenoe 
between  their  situation  and  that  €»f  the 
petitioners.    The  petitioners  here  did  not 
wsist  that   the  bill  might   injure    their 
future  prospects  or  speculattona,  but  that 
it  did  take  away  from  them  those  rights 
which  they  had  already  purchased  under 
the  existing  laws  of  the  country.    We  bad 
told  foreigners,  that  by  the  same  laws 
which  secured  to  landholders  their  laodt 
to  fundholders  their  claim  on  the  funds, 
they  might  acquire  and  enjoy  the  risfats  of 
naturalization.    And  this  the  noble  eail 
had  called  preposterous.    Preposterous! 
yes,  it  was  preposterous  in  tut  Hoose^ 
after  omitting  this  subject  on  the  first  and 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  now,  on  the 
third  reading,  to  foist  it  in  for  the  first 
time.    And  then  the  noble  viscounl  said, 
that  after  the  ample  discussion  of  a  former 
niffht,  he  must  refuse  to  bear  coonsd. 
Why,  if  the  bill  had  been  discussed  in  the 
fact,  second,  and  every  stage  of  its  resdingv 
it  would  still  be  accordant  to  usual  prac- 
tice to  hear  counsel  before  it  was  pancd. 
If  the  noble  viscount's  doctrine  was  to  be 
admitted,  there  was  an  end  of  heaiing 
counsel  altogether:  it  was  onl^  to  say, 
that  the  occasion  on  which  petitioners  re- 
quested to  be  heard  was  one  of  great 
public    convenience,    and  their  request 
might  at  once  be  refused*    But  he  had 
known  counsel  heard  on  a  third  reading. 
The  House  was  a  tribunal  of  the  hwt 
resort  to  all  who  were  aggrieved,  and  it 
behoved  them  to  hear  the  petitioners  even 
with  a  view  to  the  very  measure  they  com- 
plamed  of.    Let  the   House  know  who 
these  petitioners  were;  with  what  view 
they  bought  the  shares  in  question,  and  to 
what  amount.   After  all  the  pretence  that 
had  been  set  up  about  the  balance  of  io- 
conveniences,  this  was  the  principle,  if 
any,  on  which  their  lordships  ought  to 
legislate.    Say  what  they  would,  if  they 
refused  the  prayer  of  these  petitioners, 
they  would  sanction  a  great  and  flagrant 
injustice.    Sure  he  was  that  this  saoifioe 
to  ministerial  convenience  would  lead  to  a 
suspicion    that   more    important    rights 
would  next  be  attacked.    He  had  spoken 
last  night  of  the  ill  effects  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  had  shown  that  those  who 
were  pampered  by  the  htrii  food  of  des* 
potism,  would  acquire  a  disrelish  for  the 
nomely  establishment  of  a  Ihnited  govern- 
ment.   There  could  be  no  greater  proof 
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of  thif,  than  that  tbe  noble  Tifcoooty  so 
celebrated  for  his  mildness  of  Gharacter* 
sifter  haring  been  pampered  with  the  sua- 
venaion  of  the  Habeas  Corpos,  the  bill  of 
indemnitjy  and  the  Alien  act,  would  not 
now  condescend  to  hear  the  counsel  of 
petitioners  whose  rights  md  property 
were  sacrificed  to  an  ex^fost  facto  lawm 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion»  whether  counsel  should  be  heard  or 
not|  when  the  numbers  were:  Contents, 
1^ ;  Not  Contents,  22. 

• 

LoBO  Erskinb's  Bill  to  yRBVBXT 

AbRBSTS  on  ChAROB  of  LlBBL  BBBORB 

IvDiCTMBNT  700ND.]  On  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  his 
Bill  *«  to  prevent  Arrests  bv  Justices  of 
the  Peace  on  Charge  of  l^ibel  before 
Indictment  found/* 

Lord  ErtUne  rose  and  said : 

My  lords ;  I  cannot  help  prefiidng  what 
I  have  to  say  to  your  lordships  on  this 
important  subject,  by  adverting  to  what 
fca  from  my  nobW  and  learned  friend  on 
the  wooltack  when  I  moved  the  first 
reading  of  this  bill.  He  agreed  with  me 
on  the  propriety  of  postponing  all  discus- 
sion until  the  second  readmg;  yet  in  a  single 
word  disposed  at  once  of  the  main  ques- 
tion,  by  asserting  that  there  was  no  such 
doubt  upon  the  law  as  the  preamble  re- 
cited, although  it  was  the  pnocipal  foun- 
dation  of  the  enacting  part— Mv  noble 
and  learned  friend,  with  great  gooa  nature 
and  pleasantry,  frequently  adverts  to  his 
supposed  propensity  to  doubting ;  and  I 
can  account  for  that  propensity  more  dis- 
tinctly than  it  woula  be  decent  for  him 
in  speaking  of  himself.  No  man,  I  beKeve, 
who  has  sat  in  the  court  where  he  presides, 
ever  brought  to  the  public  service  a  more 
consummate  knowleage  of  all  its  principles 
and  practice-— By  nature  a  man  of  talents, 
from  education  a  scholar,  and  bred  from 
his  very  youth  in  the  study  and  esperience 
of  all  its  possible  transactions,  nobody 
could  be  better  qualified  to  decide  in  that 
fomm  with  the  same  rapidity  as  he  did 
the  other  day  here  on  the  subject  now 
before  us— yet  how  often  does  be  there 
pause,  and  re-pause,  consider,  and  re* 
consider— and  why  ?  From  the  justest 
and  most  amiable  of  all  motives  ■■  He 
eten  runs  the  risk  of  sometimes  appear- 
iDj;  undecided  and  dilatory,  rather  than 
nustake  the  rights  of  the  meanest  indivi- 
duals, m  the  most  inconsiderable  concerns, 
whose  iatcreata  are  in  Ua  banda--JIow 


much  the  rather  then  ought  he'to  extend 
the  same  anxious  reserve  and  caution  to 
a  case  like  the  present,  where  the  interests 
ef  the  xohole  pevpte  of  this  land  are  in  ques- 
tion; where  he  has  not  merely  to  decide 
upon  a  right  of  pfoperttf^  but  where  free- 
dom AND  REPUTATION  are  to  be  asserted 
and  defended ;  where  men  are  to  be  res- 
cued from  oppression  and  ignominy,  and 
firom  a  severer  punishment  upon  the  bare 
suggestion  of  an  almost  undefinable  de- 
fence than  in  most  cases  would  follow 
after  conviction  and  judement— My  noble 
and  learned  friend  ougnt  besides  to  have 
recollected  that  he  does  not,  though  in 
this  numerous  assemblyi  pronounce  only  a 
single  judgment;  he  must  know  the  weight 
it  must  have  with  others ;  and  we  are  but 
too  apt,  after  having  delivered  an  opinion^ 
rather  to  combat  in  its  support,  than  to 
open  the  mind  to  impartial  consideration- 
yet  I  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of  this.  Mr 
noble  and  learned  friend  can  surely  well 
afford  to  sajr  he  was  mistaken, — it  wodd 
not  at  all  afllect  his  reputation  for  learnings 
but  would,  on  the  contrary,  exalt  it. 

There  ahoots  across  my  mind  at  this 
moment  a  striking  instance  of  this  can- 
dour in  lord  Manneldf  which  I  have  long 
treasured  up  in  my  memory,  having  % 
strong  interest  to  remember  it,  because  it 
wss  useful  to  me  in  the  beginoing  of  m^ 
professional  life.  Having  been  engaged  m 
a  cause  where  that  great  Chief  ^stice 
had  strongly  supported  the  case  of  my 
client,  the  jury  round  a  corresponding 
verdict ;  but  a  rule  having  been  obtained 
to  set  it  aside  for  the  Judge's  misdirection, 
I  had  to  support  his  opinion  in  the  codrt 
of  King's-bench.  When  I  had  finished 
my  argument,  he  said — I  fear,  with  more 
indulgence  than  truth,^'*  This  case  has 
been  remarkabl^jf  well  argued;  so  well, 
indeed,  that  whilst  the  learned  counsd 
was  supporting  my  direction,  I  began  to 
think  1  nad  b^n  in  the  right,  whereas  I 
never  was  more  mistaken  in  my  life;  I 
totally  misunderstood  the  case  and  mia- 
directed  the  jur;^— So  there  must  be  a 
new  trial  mid  without  costs***— Did  this 
lower  lord  Mansfield?  So  far  from  it, 
that,  having  persuaded  myself  his  first 
opinion  waa  tne  best,  I  could  not  help 
saying  at  the  time,  that  if  I  had  not  been 
convinced  of  his  intepity,  I  should  have 
thought  he  was  practiamg  a  fraud  to  ad- 
vance his  repotation.  It  was,  indeedf  a 
justice  to  tntth  which  weak  men  are  afraid 
of  maUng,  and,  thereforoi  it  is  ao  seldom 
madOi 


1087  ]  HOUSB  OF  COMMONS,     Mr.  A«m»>  HM^m  n^g^Omg  ik$      1 19W 


try  in  which  general  Caapbell  oould  be 
criled  to  eoceunt  He  knew  of  one  case 
which  had  occurred  since  he  filled  his  pre* 
aent  sitoatioDf  in  which  the  courts  here 
received  the  cause,  and  did  justice  to  the 
agffrieved  party.  The  hon*  gentleman 
had  the  advantage  over  him  of  having  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  case  fresh  in  his 
lecoUection ;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  knew 
that  many  of  the  docoments  had  been  sent 
to  the  Ionian  islands;  and  if  he  were  to 
enter  on  the  question  with  the  defective 
information  which  he  possessed,  he  could 
not  satisfy  the  Honsotand  be  might  be  in- 
jurine  the  cause  of  general  CampbelL 
The  hon.  gentleman,  in  as  far  as  he  had 
expressed  hb  belief  of  count  Cladan's 
statement)  had  to  that  extent  injured  ge- 
neral CampbdL  But  though  the  hon. 
gentleman  nad  given  a  credsooe  to  count 
Cladan>  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  it  to 
Dr.  Clark,  on  the  subject  of  Russia.  He 
trusted  the  House  would  never  forget  that 
these  charges  rested  on  the  assertion  of  an 
individual  who  came  here  three  years  ago 
with  the  profiMsed  object  of  obtaining  re* 
dress  against  general  CampbeUi.  and  that 
he  had  never  yet  taken  aav  legal  steps  to* 
wards  obtaining  such  redress.  Because 
he  knew  this,  and  because  he  knew  that 
there  were  tribunals  regularly  ooastituted, 
before  which  count  ClMan  oould  bring  ge- 
neral Campbell,  he  wad  under  the  neces- 
81^  of  statinff,  thai  he  4isbeUeved  the 
atatemenia  in  the  petition.  General  Canm- 
bell  had  been  thirty  seven  years  in  the 
eervice  of  his  country,  and  during  all  that 
time,  be  had  behaved  in  the  most  distwi- 
gi]|ished  manner.  He  did  not  wish  to  pro* 
nounce  any  opinion  with  respect  to  count 
Cladan  ;^  but  this  he  could  state^  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  all  those  persons  whom  he 
ba4  cooaulted  on  the  suDjeot  of  this  aocu* 
satioo,  since  the  subject  was  hst  before 
^  House,  oount  Cladan  did  uoi  ^\wA 
on  the  same  ground  aa  general  Campbell 
didt  with  vespect  to  the  erodit  and  eeti- 
nation  to  which  ha  was  entitled*  Heoooh 
doded  with  giving  his  negative  to  the  mo* 
tion» 

My.  F.  ijieitffsi  said*  that  when  bia  hon. 
fiieod  had  fisat  nreught  fonraid  hie  oheiffie 
against  geuoial  Cesqpb^,  whether  no 
considered  the  sitnation  filled  by  thatgal^ 
len^  oSeei^  or  judged  of  hpoa  from  ^e 
penoaal  aoyiaiotanoe  which  bo  had  with 
him%  his  impression  was,  that  the  ehargoi 
oeuU  Dol  be  subatantialed*  But  be  was 
heund  lo  say  that  bis  bQ».  friend  bad 
a^dt^  complete  iPfuail.^iie  99m  which 


caBed  for  inquiry.    This  inquiry  ov^l  Xm 
begone  into,  whether  the^  considm4 
the  statement  of  his  hon,  fnendp  or  thu 
defence  of  the  hon.  ffendeman  opposite* 
For  what  did  that  defence  amount  to? 
Why  this — ^thst  after  the  lapse  of  thra# 
months,  he  could  not  enter  into  the  nicetiea 
of  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  was  no^ 
yet  able  to  enter  into  the  charges  now 
brought  forward ;— >that  is,  that  he  yet 
knew  nothing  of  Uie  law,  and  that  he  had 
not  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  the 
facts.    He  was  surprised  to  find  that  the 
papers  moved  for  by  bis  hon.  friend,  were 
to  be  refused,  when  he  coondered  die 
eflect  which  such  a  refusal  would  have  oci 
the  inhabitants  of  all  those  settlementa 
which  were  in  the  same  situation  as  tho 
Ionian  islands    The  hon.  gentleman  had 
talked  much  of  the  irritation  of  general 
Campbell  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
charges  had  been  entertained.    What  waa 
the  impartial  tribunal  proposed  by  the  hoB« 
gentleman  in  this  case  ?  Before  the  hon« 
gentleman  gave  any  opinion  in  such  a 
ease,  he  ought  to  have  inquired  into  thia 
subject,     lie  spoke  in  the  presence  of 
gentlemen  who  might  be  better  acouaint* 
ed  with  the  subject  than  he  was.    to  tha 
Minorca  case  the  person  irtio  pamo  he« 
fore  our  tribunals  had  been  a  subject  o{ 
England;  but  count  Cladan  was  not  n 
subject  of  ]&agland;  for  the  iohabitanta 
of  the  loniiin  islands  were  not  now,  and 
never  had  been,   aubjects  <tf  England* 
tbey  beiuft  oxAj  under  its  protectioo.    By 
the  consUlution  of  the  Ionian  islands,  no 
appeal  could  lie  from  their  courts  to  thia 
country.    Any  individual  complaining  of 
acts  of  oppresfion  and  abuse  committed 
by  a  person  holding  the  high  situation  of 
representative  of  the  Englid)  government 
abroad,  had  a  right  to  come  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  the  House  o{ 
Commcms  ought  in  snoh  a  case  to  be  a 
just  tribunal,  at  all  timea  open  to  the  na- 
tives of  Ihoae  countries  subject  to  our 
sway,  and  placed  under  our  protection^ 
The  House  cf  Commons  ought  to  be  open 
to  such  complaints,  even  though  anotbet 
tribupal  should  be  open*    He  really  con* 
aidered  thia  questien  aa  one  of  the  ntmosi 
ifoportancie,  when  he  oenaidered  how 
maojF  oountrica  were  now  added  to  the 
doeamion  of  Great  Britain* 

lA>rd  CoMUertt^h  said,  thai  though 
there  ought  to  be  asincere  feeling  in  all  out 
oolonies,  thai  Ae  people  would  find  pro* 
teotiqn  in  Ais  Qoontnp  and  obtain  redress 
for  tbeif  fricvanoe0i  M^ei  gsygl  proteil 
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igaifttt  the  principle,  thtl  tkli  Ifo«e 
irta  to  dferd  tfiem  redfeat,  in  the  fim  te« 
ttiAee,  tad  that  it  waa  not  to  Che  ordhuiry 
tiibiiMla  6r  the  Iftw  thai  they  were  to 
lode  Ifthiamonatroua  doctrine  were  to  be 
flowed,  hwouUleed  toexpectationa  whidi 
eoold  never  be  aatiafied,  end  to  the  indac* 
ing  peraona  to  bring  forward  calamniea 
■gainat  mdhridQala  which  it  would  be  im* 
ponible  to refete.  £?en  if thiacaae  were 
endnently  auited  for  bebg  brought  before 
the  Houaoy  aa  it  waa  imooaatble  for  the 
Hooae  now  to  interfere  witn  any  efiiect»  the 
Mngfog  it  forward  atthialate  period  of  the 
aeaaion  waa  only  enablfaig  the  hon.  mem* 
ber  to  make  arpari^atateaientayto  the  pre* 
Mice  of  a  ^ueman  who  waa  not  present. 
Hia  hon.  fiiend  could  not  know  enough  of 
Ae  caae  to  undertake  the  protection  oiPthe 
charactar  of  that  officer.  Hewaadispoaed 
tobelieTethatthehon.memberwa8  actuated 

a  a  deaire  of  doing  good,  but  in  a  caae 
e  the  preaent  he  could  only  at  thia  time 
become  die  inattnment  of  Tilifytng  a  rea- 
peetable  character,  and  of  doing  miachiefl 
On  theae  grounda  he  proteated  againat  the 
prindple  which  waa  growing  up  in  thia 
oountnr,  of  bringing  every  caae  before 
diat  Hooae. 

Mr.  Barhmn  agreed  with  the  noUe 
lord,  that  nothing  couUbe  more  improper 
than  to  bring  under  the  conrideralion  of 
that  Rouae  caaea  which  might  be  rradfly 
tedded  before  a  competent  tribunal  in 
the  colony  or  place  where  they  aroae. 
But  from  what  he  understood  of  the  pre- 
aent GoeatioOp  the  officer  to  whoae  con- 
duct it  referred,  had  tdcen  upon  himaelf 
the  BUthtfntv  of  reviaioff  judicial  decreea, 
and  of  interfering  with  Uie  ordinary  admi* 
niatration  of  the  law.  He  had  thua  aet 
himadf  above  the  reach  of  thoae  tribunala 
before  wliich  the  mattera  in  diapute  were 
originally  cognizable.  He  thought  the 
chajracter  of  general  Campbell  d^ply  in- 
terested in  repelling  the  diargea  preferred 
againat  him. 

General  TkomUnh  firom  having  aeen* 
general  Campball  m  the  exerdae  of  hia 
military  duty,  thought  it  impoanble  he 
could  ever  nave  a^ed  in  the  manner  in 
whtdi  he  waa  atated  to  have  acted. 

Mr.  LocHkari  waa  of  opinion  that  it  waa 
a  danfferoua  practice  to  bring  forward  in 
that  Houae  the  caaea  of  perMna  in  an  in- 
ferior atation  of  aodetf ,  out  he  muat  pro- 
teat  againat  the  extenaion  of  thia  principle 
to  oueationa  affiN^tiog  the  government  imd 
well-being  of  our  foreign  poaaeaaiona.  In 
propoitioa  aa  they  were  enlargedi  and  the 
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nuniber  of  oSoera  appointed  tondmfniatier 
their  afikira  waa  incraaaedt  it  became  ne» 
ceaaary-  that  the  inquiaitoriai  pewen  of 

Kliameot  ahould  be  extended,  and  m« 
ed  commenaurate  with  the  almoat  ao« 
vereign  authority  whidi  waa  aomettmeo 
delegated  to  tnoae  officera.  0«ieral 
Campbell  had  exerdaed  a  aupmne  autho- 
rity, and  it  waa  no  anawer  in  auch  a  caao 
to  a  peraon  who  complained  that  he  had 
been  aggrieved,  to  refer  him  totheoidi* 
nary  courae  of juatice. 

Captain  IFowgrgw  tiiought  it  hia  doty 
to  proteat  agahiBt  the  doctrine  advaaeed 
by  the  noble  lord,  whidi  he  oonaidered  aa 
impoaing  an  uncooatitutional  reatiaint 
upon  the  freedom  and  diacretion  of  every 
member.  Here  waa  a  caae  atated,  in 
which  the  right  of  appeal  (a  right  dwaya 
allowed  in  a  ndghbourinff  country)  to  m 
aecond  court,  after  ajuogmentof  death 
had  been  invaded,  and  the  appdlant  exe* 
cuted.  Could  it  be  aaid  that  thia  waa  an 
alle^tion  which  did  not  cdl  loudly  foe 
inquiry  f  When  he  firat  hevd  the  chama 
mentioned,  he  certainly  had  not  fdt  &« 
poaed  to  admit  thdr  truth,  havinff  alwaya 
entertdned  the  higheat  opinion  of  general 
CampbdPa  honour  and  humanity.  Ho 
muat  at  the  aame  time  atate,  that  he  waa 
not  aatiafied  with  the  decUiration  of  tho 
hon.  member  opposite,  tiiat  he  waa  igno« 
rant  of  the  facta,  and  that  it  waa  now  too 
late  to  attempt  to  inquire  into  them. 

Mr.  Mtmey  codd  not  believe  it  poaaible 
that  general  Campbdl  bad  been  gnOty 
of  the  chargea  premrred  asdnat  him. 

Mr.  Bmad,  m  replyf  aald,  he  conaden- 
tioualy  belieyed  the  greateat  part  of  the 
chugea  were  true,  not  on  the  autboritr  of 
count  Cladan,  but  on  that  of  an  Enslidi 
gentleaaan  of  laokt  who  had  hdd  a  nigb 
ailnalioo  in  the  i^flmii"*  laif^^if,  When* 
ever  an  dbuae  waa  chaiged  againat  now 
individud  in  thai  Houae^  there  were  at- 
waya  genUeaaen  ready  with  their  pane- 
gyric of  the  accuaed.  Thia  waa  an  (Nd 
SaUey  trick.  There  were  dwaya  peraona 
at  the  Old  Bailey  ready  to  bear  the 
higheat  teatimony  to  all  criminaia— they 
would  have  truated  tiiem  with  untdd  goul 
—but  they  were  often  hanged  notwftii* 
Btanding  tneae  warm  panegjrrica.  Gene- 
rd  Campbell  had  asdn  nid  agam  bem 
doaeted  with  lord  Bathurat,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  reaaon  why  the  boo.  gentleman 
tdd  nothing  of  what  moat  have  tranapired 
on  theae  oocadona,  waa  becauao  be  did 
not  chooae  to  tell.  Sorely  audi  diargea 
aa  thoae  wfaidi  had  been  brog|(htibrwtfd 
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deserved  investigatioQ.    He  knew  more 
than  he  had  stated*  and  before  another 
aefision  passed,,  he  would  endeavour  not 
only  to  justify  count  Cladan,  but,  in  justice 
to  those  subjects  of  ours  and  to  the  cha- 
racter  of  England,  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore  the  House.    The  language  of  the 
Qoble  lord  might  do  very  well  at  the  place 
to  which  be  was  going,  but  these  charges 
of  his  would  not  deter  him  from  doing 
what  he  considered  his  duty.    They  were 
not  friends  to  general  Campbell,  who  re- 
fused mFestigation  in  this  case.    The  hon. 
gentleman  had  had  a  whole  month  for  in- 
vestigation—he had  had  general  Campbell 
at  bis  elbow — he  ought  to  have  extracted 
answers  from  him>  if  he  did  not  voluntarily 
make  them.    The  general  had  siqce  gone 
abroad,  but  If  his  answers  had  been  satis- 
factory, the  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
come  down  to  the  House  with  a  trium- 
phant case,  for  the  purpose  of  lowering 
nim  (Mr.  B.)  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public,  as  a  person  destitute  of  prudence. 

Mr.  Goulburfiy  in  explanation,  said,  that 
when  general  Campbell  called  on  him,  he 
informed  him  he  had  made  arrangements 
to  go  to  Paris,  and  had  asked  him  (Mr.  G.  ] 
whether  he  ousht  to  stay  in  this  country* 
He  had  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  his  remaining  in  this 
country ;  and  tliat  he  had  only  to  be  in 
readiness  to  return  when  his  presence  was 
wanted.  It  was  not  the  case,  therefore, 
that  general  Campbell  had  fled  from  the 
accusation. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  8;  Noes,  46. 

List  of  the  Minority, 

Barham,  J.  Williams,  sir  R. 

Chamberlayne,  W.  Wood,  alderman. 
Duncannon,  vise.  teller:!. 

Douglas,  hon.  F.  S.  Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 

Jerroise,  G.  P.  Waldegrave,  hon.  W. 
lockbart  J.  J. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Tuesday^  June  2. 

Purchase  ow  Gamc  Bill.]  The  bill 
having  been  read  a  second  time, 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  moved  that  it  be 
now  committed.  The  sole  object  of  the 
measure,  his  lordship  observed,  was,  to 
place  the  buyer  and  the  seller  of  Game 
upon  the  same  footing.  As  the  law  at 
present  stood,  the  latter  was  subject  to 
penalties,  whereas  the  former  was  safe 
from  all  punishment.  If  their  lordships 
rejected  this  bill,  they  would  give  encou* 
ragement  to  the  rich  suborners  of  an  of- 
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fence  which  the  poor  were  tempted  ta 
commit,  and  which  it  was  thought  fit  to 
allow  to  remain  an  object  of  severe  pe« 
nalties.    If  there  exi]»ted  any  principle  of 
law  more  cruel  and  unfair  than  another, 
it  surely  was  that    which  punished  the 
poor  and  acquitted  the  rich,  when  equally 
implicated  in  criminality.    Ho  had  taken 
up  this  bill  as  he  found  it  on  the  table» 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  had  come 
from  the  Commons  in  a  shape  which  did 
not  promise  that  it  would  prove  very  e£* 
fective  in  its  operation.    The  state  of  the 
game  laws  was  altogether  objectionable; 
but,  bad  as  the  system  was,  it  became 
their  lordships  duty  to  do  what  they  could 
to  improve  it,  and  render  it  consistent, 
when  their  attention  was  seriously  called 
to  it,  as  it  now  was,  by  the.  bill  before 
them.    It  was  the  wish  of  his  noble  friend 
who  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  thia 
bill  yesterday,  that  game  should  become 
the  property  of  those  on  whose  lands  it 
was  found,  and  that  the  sale  of  it  should 
be  legalized ;  but  in  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  though  great  atceo* 
tion  had  been  paid  to  the  subject*  it  bad 
hitherto  been  found  impossible  to  carry 
that  principle  into  effect.     To  make  game 
property  was  a  proposition  environed  with 
numerous  difficulties.    In.  order  to  give 
it  the  protection  of  law,  .evidence    of 
ownership  would  then  be  necessary ;  and 
upon  what  kind  of  proof  that  should  be 
decided  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  deters 
mine.      He  had  considered  the  subject 
much,  and  conversed  with  land  proprie- 
tors in  different  parts  of  the  country,  but 
had  never  been  able  to  come  to  any  sa« 
tisfactory  conclusion.    The  question  now 
before  their  lordships  was,  however,  one 
of  a  practical  nature.    It  was  merely  whe« 
ther  they  would  allow  a  law  to  remain  ia 
force,  by  which  the  poor  man  suffered  the 
infliction  of  severe   penalties,  while  the 
rich  man  was  exempt  from  all  punish^ 
ment. 

.  The  Eaxl  o(  Lauderdale  thouffht  there 
was  no  person '.acquainted  wim  the  si* 
tuation  of  the  gaols  throughout  the 
country,  crowded  as  they  were  with  per- 
sons committed  for  offences  against  tha 
game  laws,  who  would  not  oppose  this 
bill.  He  was  against  every  sort  of  tam* 
pering  with  the  subject,  because  he  knew 
that  it  was  impossible  for  their  lordships 
to  go  at  this  time  into  a  consideration  of 
the  general  system  of  the  game  laws;  and 
unless  the  question  was  taken  up  on  that 
large  scaloi  bo  good  could  be  done.    Hia 
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]A>Ue  friend  had  iofenned  that  the  teller  of 
game  must  be  a  poor  man,  aod  had  truly 
atated,  that  it  was  hard  to  punish  the  poor 
and  let  the  rich  escape ;  but  the  measure 
he  supported  would  have  another  opera- 
tion,  which  he  completely  lost  sight  of. 
The  bill  was  so  framed,  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible that  any  e? idence  of  the  commis- 
aion  of  the  oflence  should  be  obtained. 
How  could  there  be  any  evidence  of  the 
offence,  if  the  buyer  And  seller  were  both 
caually  guilty  in  the  eye  of  the  law  i  But 
wny  were  the  gaols  filled  with  unfortunate 
men,  charged  with  offences  against  the 
game  laws  ?  Precisely  for  the  same  rea- 
aon  that  the  public  was  shocked  with  so 
many  executions  for  forgery.  An  artificial 
system  of  paper  had  been  introducedt 
which  formed  a  temptation  to  the  com« 
mission  of  the  crime  of  forgery.  In  the 
same  wayi  the  imnatural  state  of  the^ame 
laws  produced  a  constant  desire  to  violate 
them.  In  legislsting,  the  first  thing  al- 
ways to  be  considered  was,  whether  the 
measure  proposed  was  practicable.  Did 
not  their  lordships  know  that  there  was 
in  this  country  a  numerous  body  of  funded 
proprietors  as  rich  as  landed  proprietors  ? 
These  men  had  no  manorial  rights,  but 
they  possessed  wealth  which  gave  them 
the  command  of  every  thio^  they  could 
desire  for  their  table ;  and  with  what  theT 
desired  thev  would,  doubtless,  be  supplied, 
Hi  spite  of  all  the  laws  which  could  be 
enacted.  In  consequence  of  the  Union 
with  Ireland,  many  great  landed  proprie- 
tors of  that  country  resided  in  tnis,  es- 
pecially during  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
ment, and  they  must  also  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  purdiase  game.  It  was  ab- 
surd to  suppose  that  men  of  great  fortune 
could  be  prevented  by  laws  from  obtaining 
any  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  If  his  noble 
friend  persisted  in  this  bill,  he  should  per- 
haps feel  it  his  duty,  at  a  subsequent 
•tage,  to  move  for  the  lord  steward's  ac- 
c^ounts,  by  which  their  lordships  wouM 
then  see  that  the  Uble  of  the  sovereign 
was  served  with  purchased  game.  An  at- 
tempt to  amend  the  game  laws  by  a  mea- 
aure  like  the  present,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
perfectly  contemptible ;  but  as  at  tnis  pe- 
riod of  the  session  it  was  impossible  to  go 
into  the  general  'Consideration  of  so  im- 
portant a  question,  he  thouffht  the  bill 
ought  to  be  withdrawn,  in  order  that  the 
aobject  might  be  taken  up  on  more  en- 
larged principles,  in  the  course  of  the 
next  session. 

Eari  Grofosnor  reminded  their  lordships 
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that  the  question  had  b^n  very  f oOy  dia* 
cussed  in  the  other  House  of  parliament^ 
and  that  it  had  not  been  found  practicable 
to  bring  forward  any  other  measure  at 
present  but  this  bilL  He  had  strong  ob- 
jections to  the  existing  gftvae  laws.  Among 
other  things,  he  considered  it  a  great 
hardship  that  the  lives  of  gamekeepera 
should  be  exposed  in  the  manner  thej 
daily  were,  by  the  imperfect  state  of  theso 
laws.  He  wished  that  the  whole  system 
should  be  taken  into  consideration ;  but 
when  the  question  was»  whether  he  would 
in  the  interim  agree  to  the  bill,  he  must 
say,  yes.  This  answer  he  was  bound  to 
give,  on  the  maxim  that  the  receiver  waa 
as  bad  as  the  thief;  but  in  this  case  there 
was  the  additional  consideration,  that  the 
person  proposed  to  be  punished  was  not 
only  the  receiver  of  the  stolen  goods,  but 
the  encourager  of  the  theft. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  felt  it  impos* 
sible  for  him  to  add  any  thing  to  the  un- 
answerable arguments  of  the  noble  earl 
who  had  expressed  so  able  an  opinion 
against  the  bill.  It  should  have  his  decided 
opposition.  Indeed,  it  appeared  to  hiia 
that  it  must  be  perfectly  nugatory,  as 
well  on  account  oi  the  deficiency  of  evi- 
dence alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl»  as  of 
the  practices  which  would  be  resorted  t^ 
in  selling  game.  Were  their  lordshipa 
not  aware  that  a  turkey  might  be  sa«d 
for  four  times  its  value,  aod  game  given 
in  as  a  present  along  with  it?  Was  there 
any  law  to  prevent  this  ?  He  thought  it 
very  hard  that  persons  who  could  not  pro- 
cure game  from  their  own  estates  should 
be  prevented  firom  obtaining  it  by  purchase* 
The  bill  was  a  measure  of  unnecessary 
severity,  and  though  he  was  fond  of  sport- 
ing, he  loved  the  liberties  of  the  people 
still  more  than  the  preservation  of  game^ 
and  should  therefore  vote  for  the  rejection 
of  the  bill. 

Lord  Holland  said,  he  was  not  ex- 
tremely fond  of  sporting,  but  had,  he  be^ 
lieved,  as  high  a  regard  for  the  liberties 
of  the  people  as  the  noble  earl  who  had 
just  sat  down,  and  yet  he  intended  to  sup- 
port the  present  noieasure.  He  could  not» 
however,  give  his  vote  for  the  bill  without 
some  explanation  of  the  reasons  on  whichr 
that  vote  was  founded,  lest  it  should  be 
supposed  that,  by  the  support  he  gave  to 
this  measure,  he  in  any  way  approved  of 
the  principle  ofthe  game  laws*  To  those 
laws  he  objected,  not  merely  on  the  ground 
of  their  l>eing  founded  on  an  unjust  prin- 
ciple, but  because  they  fbrmed  a  fertile 
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nufB&j  of  crimes.  He  eould  not  help 
expressing  his  surprise  at  the  extraordi* 
narj  view  of  the  question  taken  by  hb 
noble  friend,  and  which  the  noble  lord 
wiio  spoke  last  so  highly  applauded.  Hi% 
noble  friend  bad  veiy  ingeniously  intro- 
duced the  paper  system  into  this  question, 
though,  for  his  part,  he  confessed  he 
oould  not  see  the  similarity  of  the  case^ 
between  the  forger  and  the  buyer  of  game. 
His  noble  friend  had  dwelt  on  the  iacon- 
ifeniencef  which  a  great  number  of 
weahhy  p^rspns  would  suffer  who  pos- 
sessed no  manorial  rights.  But  if  his  noble 
friend  was  really  desirous  of  altering  the 
whole  of  the  game  laws^  ojught  he  not  to 
support  a  measure  which  would  make  all 
ifaose  persons  hostile  to  the  system  he 
wished  to  see  chaneed  ?  On  the  contrary^ 
instead  of  making  them  epemies^  he  wished 
to  place  them,  in  the  situation  of  seducers. 
His  noble  friend  had  said,  that  the  effect 
9f  the  bill  would  be  to  prevent  the  ob- 
taining of  evidence.  It  appeared  then,^ 
^at,  a$  the  law  now  stood,  tne  purchaser 
of  came  might  convict  the  seller.  But 
&is  noble  friend  paid  a  very  indiferen^ 
compliment  to  those  wealthy  persons  with- 
out manorial  rights,  for  whose  coqafort  he 
was  so  anxious  to  provide  when  he  ad- 
^anc^  this  argument.  Did  he  mean  to 
aay  tha^  the  rich  fundholder,  after  ob- 
taming  a  partridge  for  his  table,  turned  in* 
/qra|er  against  the  poor  poacher  who  pro- 
cured him  tl^at  luxury  ?  But  this  was  a 
i^ribus  suDject,  ^nd  required  the  serious 
CQnsideration  of  parliament,  a^  soon  as  it 
^ould  be  taken  up  op  general  principles. 
He  was  aware  that  the  proposition  of 
shaking  same  property,  was  one  of  consi- 
derable difficulty^ but  ne  wasi  not  afraid  of 
the  consequence  of  such  a  measure  with 
^spect  to  violations  of  that  property ;  for 
tie  could  not  conceive  it  possible  t^t 
any  law  making  g^me  property  could,  be 
tlie  ct^uBib  oC  such  crimes  as  were  the 
of&pring  of  th^  present  laws.  At  all 
events,  their  lordships  were  bound  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  la^  as  it  now  stopd, 
and  render  the  system  as  consistent  as 
J^ossiUe  with  itself*  He  should  therefore 
^ye  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

^  The  Lord  Chancellor  felt  it  imoossible  for 
him  to  eive  his  assent  to  the  bill  as  it  now 
^ood.  If  it  was  the  intcintion  of  their 
lordships  to  deal  out  e<}ui^l  justice  to  the 
ucn  and  the  poor,  this  bill  did  not  ac-> 
complish  that  object,  for  it  only  imposed 
i|  fine  on  t}ie  rich  purchaser,  whereas  the 
poor  leOer  was  liaole  both  to  fin^  end  im- 
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pnsonment.  A  poacher  had  been  com- 
mitted to  Dorchester  gaol  fbr  six  weeks, 
for  selling  game  to  a  man  of  property, 
while  the  purchaser  went  free.  This  was 
in  contradiction  to  their  lordships  opinion, 
that  the  buyer  was  worse  than  the  seller. 
If  the  proprietor  of  one  estate  purchased 
game  poached  in  his  neighbour's,  the 
principle  of  impartiality  on  which  the  bill 
proceeded  would  require,  that  If  such  a 
proprietor  were  the  first  man  in  the  county, 
he  ought  to  be  sent  to  gaol  as  well  as 
the  poacher.  It  was  fit,  then,  if  their 
lordships  adopted  any  measure  op  this 
subject,  that  they  should  take  care  to 
make  it  one  which  would  deal  out  equal 
justice  to  all. 

Earl  Bathurst  alluded  to  an  opinion 
trhich  had  been  entertained,  that  by  this 
measure  qualiBed  persons  would  be  liable 
to  punishment  for  the  sale  of  game,  which 
h^  thought  by  no  means  followed  from  thp 
enactments  of  the  hill- 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  to  make 
the  measure  consistent,  the  person  who 

f)urcha$ed  game  ought,  not  only  to  be 
iable  to  a  fine  of  31,  but  to  imprisonment 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  poacher. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  it  wpuld 
be  very  easy  to  alter  the  clause  in  the  bijl 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  remove  the  noblp 
and  learned  lord's  objection. 

The  House  divided:  Contents,  S5; 
Non-contents,  9— Majority,  24.  The 
House  then  went  into  the  committee. 

Alien  Bill.]  The  Earl  of  Lauder* 
<&i^  presented  a  JPtetition  from  certain  cer- 
tain persons  who  had  recently  purchased 
shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scotlanu ;  and  who, 
his  lordship  observed,  were  now  threat- 
ened to  DC  unjustly  divested  of  their 
rights  by  an  expost^acto  law,  introduoe4 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state.  The  pe* 
tition  being  read,  stated,  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  pronrietors  of  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  and  were  therefore  bv 
law  naturalized  subjects:  that  they  had 
learned  that,  in  a  bill  before  parliament 
for  continuing  the  Alien  bill  two  years, 
a  clause  had  been  inserted,  deaaring 
that  all  persons  who  had  purchased 
shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland  since  ^he 
28th  April  last,  should  be  deemed  and 
tidten  to  be  aliens ;  that,  under  the  autho^ 
rity  of  the  existing  law,  the  petitioners 
and  many  other  persons  had  purchased 
stock,  and  had  thereby  acquired  the  righta 
of  natural  born  subjects ;  that  they  ^^re 
merchants  carrying  on  thcit  trade  io  the 
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Britiah  doniai<mS|tDd  that  matij  of  thtfn 
.were  married  and  had  childreD  bom^to 
them  in  this  oountrj*  Having  purchased 
|he  stock  on  the  supposition  that  nobody 
in  Great  Britain  could  be  deprived  of  the 
rights  thej  possessed  by  an  ex  pastjado 
law,  they  prayed  that  the  clause  might 
not  paas,  and  that  they  might  be  heard  by 
CMmnsd  against  it. — The  noble  earl  moved 
that  the  petitioners  be  heard  by  their 
counsd  against  the  bill. 

Lord  Sidmouth  submitted  to  their  lord- 
ships, whether,  after  the  discussion  which 
the  clause  in  question  had  undergone*  it 
could  be  considered  necessary  to  hear 
counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners.  He 
saw  no  ground  for  such  a  proceeding,  and 
should  oppose  the  motion. 

Earl  ur^was  astonished  to  hear  tbd 
noble  secretary  of  state,  without  assigning 
any  good  reason,  or  givio^  any  statement 
•f  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  recommend 
h  to  their  lordships  to  pay  no  attention  to 
the  application  which  nad  been  made  to 
them.  All  that  he  had  offered  wae  an  ae- 
aertion  that  the  clause  had  aireadv  been 
discussed.  But  what  was  the  real  state 
of  the  case  ?  A  certain  number  of  indi- 
viduals who,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  country,  had 
acquired  rights  and  property,  prayed  to 
be  beard  by  counsel  against  a  measure 
which  proposed  to  deprive  them  of  the 
advantage  thev  had  fairly  and  justly  ac« 
quired.  They  had  stated  that  they  were 
merchants,  and  most  of  them  the  parents 
of  natural  bom  sulnects.  In  this  srtoatioQ, 
tliey^  complained  or  the  violation  of  a  pub- 
lic right,  and  asked  to  be  heard  in  deience 
of  their  property  and  the  rights  which  be- 
longed to  It.  Could  their  lordships  be 
prevailed  on  to  refuse  to  hear  tnem? 
Their  petition  was  respectfully  expressed ; 
no  objection  could  be  made  to  receiving 
it ;  and  yet  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
expected  their  lordships  to  reject  its 
prayer,  though  he  had  used  no  argument 
to  mduc9  them  to  adopt  so  extraordinary 
and  80  unjust  a  course.  Their  lordships 
would  recollect  that  they  were  judges  on 
all  questions  of  property  m  the  last  resort, 
and  that  it  was  m  a  peculiar  manner  their 
duU  to  guard  against  the  violation  of  those 
rights  on  whidi  the  security  of  property 
depended^ 

The  Earl  otLiverp&ol  trusted  he  felt  as 
sacred  a  regard  for  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  aa  any  other  person  could  do, 
but  be  did  not  think  the  noble  lord  could 
state  any  ground  against  the  introduction 


oftbeclanae*  That  daose  was  mtroduced 
on  public  grounds  and  for  public  object(|, 
and  in  such  a  case  the  claims  of  individuaLi 
must  yield  to  the  public  good,  though 
perhaps  they  might  be  heard  with  a  vieir 
to  compensation.  Whether  those  who 
claimed  redress  under  the  measure  were 
entitled  to  it  or  not,  he  would  not  say ; 
but  he  could  produce  many  precedent^ 
where,  in  cases  of  state  necessity,  it  had 
been  the  duty  of  parliament  to  legislate 
without  any  regara  to  the  claims  of  iodir 
viduals.  Compensation  had  indeed  beoi 
attended  to,  but  that  did  not  affect  thf 
principle  he  had  stated.  He  very  w^ 
recollected*  that  when  the  question  of  th# 
Slave  trade  was  agitated,  one  of  the  objee* 
tions  against  its  woUtion  was  the  e&ct  i^ 
would  have  on  interests  vested  by  act  of 
parliament.  He  had  agreed  in  the  weigh^ 
of  those  objections,  and  admitted  that,  ^ 
a  case  of  injury  was  proved,  compensation 
onght  to  be  noade :  but  if  ever  (here  was 
a  question  that  stood  upon  unanswerably 
grounds  of  public  policy,  it  was  the 
present  measure  of  the  Aheo  bill;  it  was 
the  policy  pursued  by  this  country  wita 
respect  to  foreigners ;  and  what  was  that 
policy?  He  never  heard  the  greateat 
Jatitudinarian  contend,  on  the  subject  of 
qualification,  that  any  man  could  tiecome 
a  naturalized  subject  except  by  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance ;  and  now  to  contend 
that  the  investment  of  »o  small  a  sum  as 
80^.  in  a  banking  company  should  confer 
that  high  privilege,  was  a  most  unheard-c^ 
assumption.  Indeed*  the  clause  in  th^ 
act  relating  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland  ba^ 
been  virtually  repealed  by  several  subsor 
quent  acts.  6y  the  lHh  of  the  ki&g  it 
was  declared,  that  no  person  should  ther^ 
after  be  naturalized  unless  he  conformed 
with  various  requisites.  This  expression 
repealed  the  clause  in  the  Bank  act*  by 
implication ;  and  yet,  because  that  clause 
had  never  been  expressly  repealed,  tfa^ 
noUe  earl  would  ioler  that  it  wsis  still  la 
force;  and  it  had  now  been  comurediip 
for  a  particular  purpose  to  be  enUHrced  in 
violation  of  all  toe  sacred  princmles  of  the 
constitution,  of  all  the  principles  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Crown  ana  the  government. 
A  proposition  sononstrotts,  so  unheard-of 
he  oeheved  had  never  before  been  madlB 
in  that  House ;  and  if  their  lordships  ac« 
ceded  to  it,  thev  would  render  of  no 
effect,  a  bill,  whicn  after  all  diat  had  been 
said,  he  deemed  of  the  most  vital  expe- 
diency to  the  interests  and  existence  of 
Great  Britain* 
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for  tkeir  unpaid  and  often'  painfully 
laborious  senrice ;  but  I  am  certain  that 
the  jurisdiction  which  I  seek  to  take  away, 
if  it  shall  be  found  by  your  lordships 
to  exist,  is  one  they  would  be  happv 
to  surrender.  I  have  conversed  with 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  amongst 
them,  and  never  found  any  difference  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Having  already  shown  to  your  lord-. 
•hips,  by  reference  to  the  only  return 
which  has  been  made  to  the  House,  of 
this  practice,  that  until  the  activity  of  the 
magistrates  was  suddenly  excited  by  the 
late  circular  letter,  not  one  instance  was  to 
be  found  in  any  county  in  England  of  any 
arrest  on  the  charge  of  a  libel  before  in* 
dkiment  founds  and  none  in  London  or 
Westminster,  but  previous  to  ex  offtcia  ih- 
fermations  in  the  court  of  Ktng's-bench. 

Let  us  now  examine  whether  any  evils 
have  followed  from  encouraging  this  de- 
parture from  the  ancient  law,  or  any  ad** 
vantage  has  been  derived  from  it*  It 
would  be  painful  to  detail  the  many  in* 
stances  of  malicious  injustice  I  have  heard 
of— The  case  of  IVfr.  Wright,  as  formerly 
Mated  by  my  noble  friend,  who  was  ar** 
rested  for  his  sermron,  will  be  long  r^tnem- 
bered  as  a  disgusting  pfoof  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  jurisdiction.  As  well,  Indeed^ 
might  any  of  the  reverend  lords  opposite, 
be  indicted  for  reaching  that  sAblime 
chapter  in  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  in 
the  funeral  service  of  bur  church;  but 
under  this  unexampled  excitation,  men 
have  not  only  been  obliged  to  find  bail  to 
answer  the  most  unfounded  accusations, 
but  have  been  loaded  with  chains,  and 
eonfined  in  dungeons  with  convicted  felons: 
the  case  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Bennet  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, nor  that  of  Scholcs  the  pub- 
lican,* which  I  give  credit  to  upon  the 
most  respectabhe  authority,  who  imme- 
diately after  denouncing  the  atrocities  of 
Oliver  in  an  affidavit  sworn  before  Mr. 
Heywood,  a  most  respectable  magistrate 
in  Lancashire,  was  arrested  by  a  warrant 
of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  after  a  long, 
ignominious  confinement,  was  at  last  dis- 
charged without  trial ;  and  many  similar 
impositions  have  been  practiced  upon  ma- 
gistrates of  the  most  humane  ^iraositions. 

Now  to  allow  for  those  individual  suf- 
ferings, and  this  total  contempt  of  every 
principle  of  our  free  constitution,  let  us 
aee  whether  government  has  derived  from 

* 
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it  any  additional  security  or  respect^^ 
Quite  the  cofitrary.  My  lords,  ic  ren- 
dered it  odious,  and  had  thereby  a  mani- 
fest tendency  to  disturb  the  iinpartial  ad^ 
ministration  of  justice.  When  these  vio- 
lent proceedings  were  riesort'e^d'  to  and 
sanctioned  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament^ 
was  the  real  object  of  them  faithfully  and 
mncerefy  stated  ?  Was  danger  to  religibik' 
and  morals  from  blasphemous  parodies^ 
the  real  evil  intended  to  be  beat  down,  of 
was  it  because  they  were  prophanations  of 
scripture  as  an  artful  instrument^r  de* 
fdnliinn  the  government  f  Why,  then,  waa 
not  this  intelligible  principle  avowed  and 
acted  upon  ?  ft  was  well  said  by  Gama^ 
liel,  a  Jewish  lawyer,  as  appears  in  th6 
Actsof  the  Apostles,  wlien  they  were  peri> 
secuted  in  Jerusalem— *<  Let  these  mei\ 
aloAe:  if  what  they  do  is  from  man  it 
cannot  st^nd,  and  if  from  God  you  canu 
not  hurt  them."  Nothing  couhl  be  'moro 
true.  .The  government  of  God,  and  the 
sacred  truths  which  support  it,  canhot  be 
undermined  or  overthrown ;  but  the  go* 
vernment  of  Mxy  must  be  supported.  Of 
ft  will  fall.  Yet  his  majesty  s  ministers 
reversed  this  doctrine  by  the  lat^  ^rose^ 
cutions.  They  sought  to  bolsfer'^up  b^ 
them  the  sacred  waitings  which  needed  no 
support  from  th^m,  but  took  no' kind  of 
care  of  themselves.  One  of  the  parodfei 
held  up  the  parliament  as  constitnted  by 
law  as  the  vilest,  most  corrupt,  and  worths 
less  of  all  assemblies  of  men ;  yet  th^ 
juries  were  never .  asked  on  that  account 
to  consider  the  writing  as  a  Ubef,  nof 
was  there  in  the  first  information  even  4 
chiirge  to  have  supported  such  a  verdiclf. 
No  man  can  hold  in  higher  detestation  tliaa 
I  do  any  irreverence  to  the  sacred  scrips 
tores,  nor  to  the  sublime  offices  of  our 
church,  whichare  built  upon  them  through^ 
out ;  but  unless^the  law  had  declared  such 
publications  to  be  specifically  1it)elsj  it 
became  difficult  to  maintain  an  in^entioA 
to  ridicule  them,  when'  the  obvious  and 
palpable  intention  was,  to  ridicule  the  po^ 
litical  state.  So  that  instead  of  any  se^ 
curity  havmg  been  derived  to  authority 
from  those  unsuccessful  prosecutions,  a 
sort  of  licence  has'  been  hekl  out  by  hia 
majesty's  ministers  for  the  most  unquali^ 
fied  invectives  against  the  government,  at 
the  juries  were  never  asked  onrihat  account 
to  condemn  then. 

It  has  been  by  no  means  my  intentionv 
by  these  observatidos,  to  try  the  causea 
over  again,'  to  which  I  have  alluded.  I 
fbnfierly  said  to  your  lordahipa  in  tblf 
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reason  of  all  tbitiny  lordh  is  most  obvious ; 
when  the  multitude  find  by  the  systematic 
invasion  of  their  liberties,  that  the  present 


placoi  on  the  same  subject^  that  we  had 
no  right  to  bring  the  merits  of  any  trials 
before  us  for  examination;  and  that  in  the 
absence  of  evidence,  which  we  have  no 

jurisdiction  to  call  for,  Omnia  presumuntur 
rite  acta  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  have 
no  difficulty  in  saying,  as  a  general  obser^ 
vatioTif  that  1  consider  systematic  and 
indecent  attacks  upon  parliament  and  the 
administration  of  government  or  law  as 
great  evils  and  calamities.    All  abuses 

'  xnay  be  exposed,  and  all  the  principles  of 

*  our  constitution  vindicated,  without  even 
the  risk  of  the  author's  being  questioned 
as  criminal.  Libels,  however,  of  this 
description  have  always  existed,  and  ever 
must,  more  or  less,  in  a  free  country; 
but  the  surest  way  to  put  them  down  in 
England  is,  to  render  them  odious  and 
disgusting  to  an  enlightened  and  affec- 
tionate people,  by  constantly  adhering  to 

'  the  free  principles  of  our  constitution. 
Confide,  my  lords,  in  the  people,  and 
they  will  make  the  return  of  a  correspond- 
ing confidence.  Your  lordships  may  very 
probably  think  the  illustration  of  this  trutn 
which  I  cannot  help  at  this  moment  having 
resort  to,  is  a  very  strange  one ;  but  we 
are  apt  to  take  up  our  analogies  and  the 
expressions  of  our  opinions  and  feelings 
from  the  objects  in  which  we  are  most 
frequently  engaged.  Driven  out  as  I 
have  been,  my  lords,  from  the*  paradise 
of  the  law,  and  sent  to  till  the  common 
ground,  I  would  liken  this  condition  of  a 
ffovernment  to  a  late  one  of  my  own. 
Having  engaged  a  celebrated  drainer  to 
lay  dry  a  part  of  my  estate,  and  being 
alarmed  at  seeing  the  water  oozing  out  in 
every  direction,  I  asked  him  if  he  thought 
he  could  remove  it,  except  at  an  expense 
beyond  the  valqe  of  the  land  ?  His  an- 
swer was,  **  Certainly  not,  when  once 
the  water  finds  its  way  here ;  but  I  can 
stop  it  at  its  STuree,  at  a  very  small  ex* 
pensey  and  prevent  it  Jrom  coming  here 
at  ait,*    Tliis  is  just  your  case ;— when 


form  and  constitution  of  parliament  have 
been  no  protection  to  them,  they  mis- 
takenly, but  honestly,  resort  to  visionary 
theories,  though  never,  in  my  opinion, 
capable  of  being  realized  into  a  wise  and 
oracticable  system,  because  all  reformation 
has  been  refused'-^ThxBf  my  lords,  is  the 
unquestionable  origin  of  all  the  proceeding 
which  have  alarmed  you.  As  far  as  minis* 
ters  have  fallen  short  of  the  true  principlei 
of  our  government  on  the  one  hana^  the  dis- 
appointed roultitodehave  gone  as  far  wrong 
on  the  ather^  and  nothing  will  ever  bring 
them  back  and  give  a  real  and  permanent 
security  to  the  excellent  establishments 
of  our  country,  but  by  ^xuig  the  full 
benefit  of  them  to  all  classes  of  the 
people;  not  by  universal  suffira^e,  but 
universal  freedom,  under  a  ixusdy  re* 
formed  state,  and  toisdom  in  those  toio 
preside  in  it* — I  am  sorry,  my  lords,  to 
have  detained  you  so  long ;  the  importance 
of  the  subject  is  my  only  vindication. 
I  now  move^  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  a  hope 
that  his  noble  friend  woula  not  persist  m 
pressing  the  measure,  at  least,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  for  though  it  was  evident  from 
the  arguments  advanced,  that  his  inten- 
tion was  to  limit  its  operation  to  the  case 
of  libels*  its  enactments  would  extend  to 
prevent  arrests  before  conviction  in  all 
cases  whatever.  [Here  lord  Erskine  said 
that  it  was  a  misprint  only  in  the  title  of 
the  bin.  His  noble  friend  roust  see  the 
bill  itself  was  only  on  charge  of  libel.3 
He  was  sure  the  noble  lord  did  not 
mean  that  it  should  extend  to  cases  of 
felony,  and  many  cases  might  be  named 
in  which  the  power  had  been  exercised 
from'  the  earliest  periods,  where  the 
offence  had  only  a  tendency  to  break  the 

_      _.  ^__.   ,     peace.     The  House  would  do  well  to 

once  the  multitude  are  discontented  and  consider  seriously  before  they  agreed  to 
indignant  at  misgovernment,  all  the  parch-  a  law  declaratory  upon  this  subject,  with- 
ment  in  England  cut  up  into  ex  officio  ,  out  taking  any  opinion  of  the  judges  to 
'  informationsi  would  be  no  kind  of  cure  for  !  assist  them.  That  House,  which  was  the 
libels,  but  could  only  increase  and  inflame  !  dernier,  would  not  surely  resort  in  all 
them.  To  prove  this,  my  lords,  what  has  ,  cases  of  law  to  make  a  new  enactmentirith- 
been  the  universal  drift  of  all  the  attacks  out  first  having  some  question  argued  in 
upon  the  character  of  parliament?  Neither  the  courts  below  to  show  the  necessity  of 
more  nor  less  than  the  assumption  of  aright  their  interpojiition.  When  the  House 
to  iiniver^<v^ff|^r,  which  has  only  of  late  I  found  that  between  the.  time  of  queen 
years  sprung  up ;  involving  the  Whigs  >  Anne  and  the  present  period  there  had 
and  the  true  principles  of  the  Revolution  been  128  cases  in  which  the  judges  of  the 
in  the  same  unmerited  disrespect.  The  court  of  Kiog's-bench  as  magistrates  had 
(VOL.XXXVni.)  i     (4B) 
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held  to  ball  in  cases  of  Kbel,  woul3  tHeir 
lordships  at  once  declare  the  practice  il- 
legal, and  proceed  to  declare  against  it  ? 
It  liad  been  said,  that  sir  Ticaiy  Gibb6,  ih 
bringing  in  a  bill  to  allofr  the  justicea  to 
commit  af^er  information,  had  proceeded 
on  the  idea  that  they  did  not  possess  this 
power.  His  bill  was  called  for^  as  the  jus- 
tices could  nol,without  it,  commit  upon  in- 
formation ;  they  could  only  commit  upoVi 
dfidavit  as  justices  of  the  peacb.  That 
'justices  of  the  peace  could  commit  for 
misdemeanors  there  was  no  doubt ;  and 
the  only  Question  was,  were  libels  ih 
tAat  character  of  mfsdemeanors  which 
warranted  them  in  committing?  The 
libels  to  which  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  had  referred,  were  the  grossest  he 
had  ever  seen.  Their  blasphemy  was  in 
'itself  sufficient  to  constitute  them  libels. 
Lord  IlTardwicke,  when  attorney-general 
had  maintahied  the  same  doctrine.  He 
had  dectaredy  that  the  christian  religion 
was  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  that 
an  attack  upon  it  was  therefore  to  be  re- 
garded m  the  nature  of  a  libel.  The  bill 
which  had  been  introduced  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  always  appeared 
to  him  to  be  open  to  this  objection,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  say,  whether  in  any 
two  counties  in  England,  they  could  get 
the  respective  juries  to  agree  in  opinion 
as  to  what  was  libel  and  what  was  not. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  would  submit  to  their 
lordships,  whether  it  would  be  riffht,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  by  adopt- 
ing the  present  bill,  to  put  a  negative, 
without  farther  examination,  on  a  practice 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  all  the 
iudges  since  the  Revolution.  He  earnestly 
hoped  his  noble  and  learned  friend  would 
not  persist  in  calling  upon  their  lordships 
to  adopt  such  a  measure  as  this  without 
some  better  reasons  than  had  yet  been 
urged  in  its  support. 

Earl  Grei/  regretted  the  small  degree  of 
interest  which  the  subject  excited,  not- 
'  withstanding  it  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant which  could  be  brought  under  the 
attention  of  the  House,  seeing  that  it  af- 
fected in  its  most  vital  principle  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  upon  which  our  liberties  so 
tnainly  depended.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  had  opposed  the  bill,  relied  on 
authority  alone,  yet  he  did  not  conde- 
scend to  particularise  on  what  posi- 
tions of  the  law,  on  what  opinions  of 
great  men,  on  what  evidence  of  general 
practice,  he  depended  for  establishing 
that  authority  to  which  he  so  confidently 


appetJed.  He  had  stated,  that  in  all 
of  misdemisanor  the  magistrates  had  a 
right  to  commit  before  indictment;  bat 
he  would  appeal  to  the  arguments  of  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  not  one  of  which 
had  been  ansWered,  whether  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  tlie  authorities  wai  not 
directljT  the  reverse?  The  ntagistratea 
had  a  right  to  commit  in  cases  of  felony, 
and  for  breaches  of  the  peace,  but  not,  as 
thie  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  had  cott^ 
tended,  in  cases  which  had  only  a  ten- 
dency to  breach  of  the  peace.  The 
noble  lord  had  asserted  this  doctrine 
very  confidently,  but  lord  Coke  wte 
of  a  different  opinion,  and  whatever  might 
be  attributed  to  modern  practice,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  Jury  act  had 
pas^d  in  contradiction  to  the  practice, 
from  the  Revolution  down.  The  present 
practice  was  contrary  to  the  ancient  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  could  not 
be  too  soon  removed  by  a  declaratory  and 
enacting  law.  No  returns  of  commitments 
upon  this  principle  had  been  made  from 
the  counties,  and  it  was  remarkable  that 
in  the  present  reign,  during  a  period  of 
forty  years,  there  was  no  instance  of  any. 
A  practice  interrupted  for  such  an  interval 
could  not  surely  be  called  general;  but  even 
if  it  was  so,  the  sooner  it  was  done  away  the 
better.  This  argument  might  be  applied 
to  the  instance  of  general  warrants,  whidi, 
though  often  resorted  to  and  long  persisted 
in,  were  reversed  by  the  unanimous  deci- 
sion of  the  judges,  and  afterwards  de- 
clared by  parliament  to  be  contrary  to 
law.  It  was  a  monstrous  position  to  say, 
that  the  power  which  was  not  entrusted  to 
judges  tnemselves,  that  of  determiniag 
what  was  a  libel,  should  be  entrusted  to 
the  magistrates,  of  whom  he  might  say, 
speaking  with  all  respect  for  so  merito- 
rious a  body,  that  they  were  liable  to  the 
heat  of  party  [violence.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  had  said,  that  the  libels  pro- 
secuted in  the  course  of  last  year  were  the 
worst  he  had  ever  seen,  but  three  succes- 
sive juries  had  declared  the  contrary. 
Happily  for  the  country,  and  to  their  own 
immortal  honour,  they  came  to  this  deci- 
sion because  an  attempt  was  made  by  go- 
vernment to  give  a  character  to  the  libels 
which  they  were  not  warranted  in  attri- 
buting to  them.  Had  he  been  on  the 
jury  he  would  have  given  the  same  verdict. 
The  object  of  the  publication  was  to  serye 
a  political  purpose,  not  to  degriade  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  publisher,  as  he  contended 
in  his  ingenious  defence;  had  shown  iiH 
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stances  in  which  ministers  themselves  ha4 
adopted  religious  parodies  to  answer  poli- 
tical purposes.  This  very  admission  of 
the  noble  lord,  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  opinions  of  the  juries,  was  in  itself  a 
proof  how  dangerous  the  power  was  for 
which  he  contended.  For  all  these  rea; 
sons,  and,  above  all,  from  a  strong  con* 
viction  of  the  danger  to  which  our  liber- 
ties were  exposed  oy  its  continuance,  he 
should  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  of  his  hoo.  and  learned  friend ;  by 
which  this  unconstitutional  power  would 
be  removed. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  sl^ould 
not  ^nter  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, particularly  as  it,  had  been  post- 
poned without  any  necessity  to  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session.    As  the  question  of 

general  warrants  had  been  alluded  to  by 
ie  noble  lord,  the  House  should  recoDec^ 
as  hie  had  himself  admitted,  that  their  ille- 

Slity  was  pronounced  by  the  decision  of 
3  judges,  before  parliament  thought  fit 
to  pass  a  declaratory  law.    In  the  case  of 
the  Libel  bill,  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
was  fdso  given,  and  tnough  it  was  different 
from  that  which  parliament  had  thought 
proper  to  adopt,  yet  the  discussion  carried 
on  m  the  fj^ce  of  the  lawyers  had  greatly 
assisted  parliament  in  coming  to  a  deci- 
^filon*    He  thought  it  was  not  too  much  to 
ask    that  they    should  adopt  the  same 
course,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  same 
advantage  in  a  case  of  so  much  import- 
ance as  the  present.  The  Libel  bill  was  in 
the  House  of  Commons  when  he  first  came 
into  public  life,  pod  from  its  importance 
had  attracted  his  attentiqn.  He  tnen  con- 
sidered, that  there  had  been  a  specialty 
in  the  trial  of  a  libel  which  it  was  the  sote 
,objfect  of  th^t  act  to  do  away,  so  as  to 
^similate  the  trial  of  a  libel  to  that  of 
leyery  other  criminal  CAse.     The    only 
questipn  was,  whether  cases  of  libel  should 
not  stand  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as 
,  other  offens^,  and  be  put  in  a  course  of 
^inquiry  by  ipagistrates,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  any  other  pisdeme^nor?    There 
could  be  no  hardship  in  the  party  charged 
upon  oath  being  called  upon  to  provide 
security  to  answer  for  the  offence.    On 
.the  decision  of  three  juries  in  London, 
last  October,  great  stress  had  been  laid  ; 
.^d  it  was  therefore  declared,  that  the 
.puUications  in  question  wqre  not  libels. 
But  were  th^ere  not  decisions  elsewhere 
bjr  juries  which  declared  the  same  publi- 
catiox^s^  libellous  ?    Sudi  a  verdict  h^d . 
V  been^yefi  in  tbe.  <;ounty  of  Lancaster, 


and  he  h^d  as  ^od  a  i^ight  to  assume 
that  the  publication  was  a  libel,  op  th^ 
authority  of  ^e  verdict  of  a  jury,  as  the 
noble  e^rl  opposite  had  to  assume  that  It 
was  not.  From  every  view  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  must  give  it  his  de-? 
cided  opposition.  It  was  said  tliat  other 
libels  bad  been  published  with  impunity. 
So  far  as  tbe  general  argument  went,  hi^ 
was  ready  tp  admit  the  fact ;  be  knew 
that  m  MX'  Gibbon's  Decline  and' Fall  pf 
the  Roman  Empire,  it  would  not  bedim'; 
ciilt  to  $od  a  blasphemous  libel.  But  was 
there  no  difference  between  an  insidioiiy 
attack  on  the  christian  religion,  in  a  workf 
generally  speaking,  accessible  only  to 
literary  men,  and  m  a  pamphlet  or  publj* 
cation  circulated  in  penny  numbers,  ani^ 
the  style  of  which  was  adapted  to  the  most 
ordinary  understanding  ?  The  noble  earl 
concluded  by  opposing  the  Bill. 

Lord  Houana  said,  Uiat  when  the  n(K- 
ble  earl  alluded  to  the  conflicting  verdict's 
of  juries,  he  should  have  added,  that  the 
particular  verdict  on  which  he  rested  his 
opinion  was,  where  the  defendant  did  no^ 
choose  to  make  any  defence.  As  to  Mr. 
Hohe*s  parodies,  all  he  would  say  was  that 
had  they  been  directed  against  any  body 
else  tha^i  his  majesty's  ministers,  the 
House  and  the  country  would  not  hav^ 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  that  expres- 
sion of  pious  horror,  which  had  issued  from 
member  of  the  right  reverend  bench  op- 
posite, from  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, and  the  king's  attorney  ^general. 
Parodies  had  previously  been  isisued, 
north  and  south,  east  and  west,  but  never 
before  had  they  been  encountered  by  ^ 
much  devout  and  forensic '  eloquenqe.—- 
The  noble  lord  then  enforced  this  necessity 
of  the  second  reading  of  this  bill  as  a  mea- 
isure  essentially  necessary  for  the  security 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  subject,  and  to  annul  so 
strange  an  anomaly  as  had  existed  wi^li 
so  much  oppression  to  individuals  during 
the  last  year.  He  could  not  enter  into 
the  refined  legislative  system  of  the  noble 
earl,  as  to  the  distinction  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween the  influence  of  works  like  Mr- 
Gibbon's,  and  that  of  more  cheap  and  po- 
pular publications.  He  could  not  see 
why  a  law  should  be  made  ifor  cheaip 
publications,  which  did  not  equally  apply 
to  those  of  a  higher  price.  In  every  view 
he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  this  bill, 
which  would  certainly  go  to  establish  a 
sound  and  useful  principle. 

Lord  EreUne  said,  he  had  but  very 

.    II  • 
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appe^ed.  He  had  stated,  that  in  aD  cases 
of  misdemeanor  the  magistrates  had  a 
right  to  commit  before  indictment ;  but 
he  woald  appeal  to  the  argUth'ents  of  hia 
noble  and  learned  friend,  not  one  6f  which 
Had  been  answered,  whether  the  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  authorities  wab  not 
dir^ctl}r  the  reverse?  The  nladstrates 
had  a  right  to  commit  in  cases  of  felony, 
and  for  breaches  of  the  peace,  but  not,  as 
tht  ^oble  lord  on  the  woolsack  had  con^ 
tended;  in  cases  which  had  only  a  ten- 
dency to  breach  of  the  peace.  The 
noble  lord  had  asserted  Uiis  doctrine 
very  confidently,  but  lord  Coke  wds 
of  a  difierent  opinion,  and  whatever  might 
be  attributed  to  modern  practice.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  Jury  act  had 
pas£rt?d  in  contradiction  to  the  practicey 
from  the  Revolution  down.  The  present 
practice  was  contrary  to  the  ancient  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  could  not 
be  too  soon  removed  by  a  declaratory  and 
enacting  law.  No  returns  of  commitments 
upon  this  principle  had  been  made  from 
the  counties,  and  it  was  remarkable  that 
in  the  present  reign,  during  a  period  of 
fbrty  years,  there  was  no  instance  of  any. 
A  practice  interrupted  for  such  kn  interval 
could  not  surely  be  called  general;  but  even 
if  it  was  so,  the  sooner  it  was  done  away  the 
better.  This  argument  might  be  applied 
to  the  instance  of  general  warrants,  which, 
though  often  resorted  to  and  long  persisted 
in,  were  reversed  by  the  unanimous  ded- 
sion  of  the  judges,  and  afterwards  de- 
clared by  parliament  to  be  contrary  to 
law.  It  was  a  monstrous  position  to  say, 
that  the  power  which  was  not  entrusted  to 
judges  tnemselves,  that  of  determining 
what  was  a  libel,  should  bo  entrusted  to 
the  magistrates,  of  whom  he  might  say, 
speaking  with  all  respect  for  so  merito* 
nous  a  body,  that  they  were  liable  to  the 
heat  of  party  [violence.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  had  said,  that  the  libels  pro- 
secuted in  the  course  of  last  year  were  the 
worst  he  had  ever  seen,  but  three  succes- 
sive juries  had  declared  the  contrary. 
Happily  for  the  country,  and  to  their  own 
immortal  honour,  they  came  to  this  deci- 
sion because  an  attempt  was  made  by  go- 
vernment to  give  a  character  to  the  libds 
which  they  were  not  warranted  in  attri- 
buting to  them.  Had  he  been  on  the 
jury  he  would  have  given  the  same  verdict. 
The  object  of  the  publication  was  to  serve 
a  political  purpose,  not  to  degrade  reli- 
gion ;  and  the  publisher,  as  he  contended 
m  his  ingeniouB  defence,  had  showa  ifi' 


held  to  bail  m  cases  of  Kbel,  wbiilB  tfieir 
lordships  at  once  declare  the  practice  il- 
legal, and  proceed  to  declare  against  it  i 
Ithtid  been  said,  that  sirTicary  Glbbd,  ih 
briiiging  in  a  bill  to  allow  the  justices  to 
commit  eAer  information,  had  proceeded 
oti  the  idea  that  they  did  not  possess  this 
power.  His  bill  was  called  for,  as  the  jus- 
tices could  bot,  without  it,  commit  upon  In- 
formation ;  they  could  only  commit  upoh 
affidavit  as  justices  of  the  peacb.  Tlilit 
justices  of  the  peace  could  commit  for 
misdemeanors  there  was  no  doubt ;  and 
the  only  Question  was,  were  libels  ih 
that  character  of  misdemeanors  which 
warranted  them  in  committing?  The 
libels  to  which  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  had  referred,  were  the  grossest  he 
had  ever  seen.  Their  blasphemy  was  in. 
itself  sufficient  to  constitute  them  libels. 
Lord  Hardwicke,  when  attorney-general 
had  maintained  the  same  doctrine.  He 
had  declared,  that  the  christian  religion 
i^as  apart  of  the  law  of  the  land,  aind  that 
an  attack  upon  it  was  therefore  to  be  re- 
garded in  the  nature  of  a  libel.  The  bUl 
which  had  been  introduced  by  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  had  always  appeared 
to  him  to  be  open  to  this  objection,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  say,  whether  in  any 
two  counties  in  England,  they  could  get 
the  respective  juries  to  agree  in  opinion 
as  to  what  was  libel  and  what  was  not. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  would  submit  to  their 
lordships,  whether  it  would  be  right,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  by  adopt- 
ing tlie  present  bill,  to  put  a  negative, 
vrithout  farther  examination,  on  a  practice 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  all  the 
ludges  since  the  Revolution.  He  earnestly 
hoped  his  noble  and  learned  friend  would 
not  persist  in  calling  upon  their  lordships 
to  adopt  such  a  measure  as  this  without 
'soine  better  reasons  than  had  yet  been 
urged  in  its  support. 

Earl  Greif  regretted  the  small  decree  of 
interest  which  the  subject  excited,  not- 
'  withstanding  it  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant which  could  be  brought  under  the 
attention  of  the  House,  seeing  that  it  af- 
fected in  its  most  vital  principle  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  upon  which  our  liberties  so 
mainly  depended.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  had  opposed  the  bill,  relied  on 
authority  alone,  yet  he  did  not  conde- 
scend to  particularise  on  what  posi- 
tions of  the  law,  on  what  opinions  of 
great  men,  on  what  evidence  of  general 
practice,  he  depended  for  establishing 
that  authority  to  which  he  so  confidently 
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Btances  ia  which  ministert  themseWes  ha4  { 
adopted  religious  parodies  to  answer  poli- 
tical purposes.  This  very  admission  of 
the  noble  lord,  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  opinions  of  the  juries,  was  in  itself  a 
proofhow  dangerous  the  power  was  for 
which  he  contended.  For  all  these  rea- 
Sons»  and.  above  all,  from  a  strong  con* 
viction  of  the  dancer  to  which  our  liber- 
ties were  exposed  dj  its  continuancci  he 
should  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  of  his  hoo.  and  learned  friend ;  by 
which  this  unconstitutional  power  would 
be  removed* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  shpuld 
not  ^nter  into  a  full  oiscussion  of  the  sub- 
ject, particularly  as  it  had  been  post- 
poned without  any  necessity  to  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session.    As  the  question  of 

Seneral  warrants  had  been  alluded  to  by 
le  noble  lord,  the  House  should  recoUec^ 
3S  he  hadhimself  admitted,  that  their  ille- 
^lity  was  pronounced  by  the  decision  of 
uxe  judges,  before  parliament  thought  fit 
to  pass  a  declariatory  law.  In  the  case  of 
the  Lib^l  bill,  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
was  fdso  given,  and  tnough  it  was  different 
from  that  which  parliament  had  thought 
proper  to  adopt,  vet  the  discussion  carried 
on  in  the  fyce  ot  the  lawyers  had  greatly 
assisted  parliament  in  coming  to  a  deci» 
.sion*  tie  thought  it  was  not  too  much  to 
ask  that  they  should  adopt  the  same 
course,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  same 
advantage  in  a  case  of  so  much  import- 
ance as  the  present.  The  Libel  bill  was  in 
the  House  or  Commons  when  he  first  came 
into  public  life,  find  from  its  importance 
luid  attracted  hisattentiqn.  He  tnen  con- 
sidered, that  there  had  been  a  specialty 
in  the  trial  of  a  libel  which  it  was  the  sole 
.object  of  th|it  act  to  do  away,  so  as  to 
fwsimilate  the  trial  of  a  libel  to  that  of 

.every  other  criminal  case.  The  only 
question  was,  whether  cases  of  libel  should 
not  stand  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as 

,  other  olTenac^.  and  be  put  in  a  course  of 

.inquiry  by  ipaffistrates,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  any  other  misdemeanor?  There 
could  be  no  hardship  in  the  party  charged 
upon  oath  being  called  upon  to  provide 

•  aecurily^  to  answer  for  the  offence.  On 
the  decision  of  three  juries  in  London, 
last  October,  great  stress  had  been  laid  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  declared,  that  the 
publications  in  question  were  not  libels. 
But  .were  there  not  decisions  elsewhere 
by  juries  which  declared  the  same  publi 
cauo^s  libellous?    Sudi  a  verdict  h^d 

,  bean  ^iveA  in  tbo.  county  of  Lancaster, 


and  he  had  as  ^od  a  Kight  to  assume 
that  the  publication  was  a  libel,  op  thi^ 
authority  of  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  as  the 
noble  earl  opposite 'had  to  assume  that  it 
was  not.  From  every  view  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  he  must  give  it  his  de- 
cided opposition.  It  was  said  tliat  other 
libels  bad  been  published  with  impunity. 
So  far  as  the  general  argument  went,  h^ 
was  ready  tp  admit  the  fact ;  be  knew 
that  m  Mr.  Gibbon's  Decline  and'  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  it  would  not  be  dSffi*; 
cult  to  $nd  a  blasphemous  libel.  But  was 
there  no  difference  between  an  insidiouuy 
attack  on  the  christian  religion,  in  a  workt 
generally  speaking,  accessible  only  to 
literary  men,  and  m  a  pamphlet  or  publi- 
cation circulated  in  penny  numbers,  an^ 
the  style  of  which  was  adapted  to  the  most 
ordinary  understanding  ?  The  noble  earl 
conduaed  by  opposing  the  Bill. 

Lord  Houand  said,  that  when  the  no^ 
ble  earl  alluded  to  the  conflicting  verdicts 
of  juries,  he  should  have  added,  that  the 
particular  verdict  on  which  he  rested  his 
opinion  was,  where  the  defendant  did  no^ 
choose  to  niake  any  defence.  As  to  Mr. 
Hone*s  parodies,  afi  he  would  say  was  that 
had  ^hey  been  (Urected  against  any  body 
else  tbaii  his  majesty's  ministers,  the 
House  and  the  country  would  not  hava 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  that  expres- 
sion of  pious  horror,  which  Had  issued  from 
member  of  the  right  reverend  bench  op- 
posite, from  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, and  the  king's  attorney-general. 
Parodies  had  previously  been  issued, 
north  and  south,  east  and  west,  but  never 
before  had  they  been  encountered  by  sp 
much  devout  and  forensic '  eloquence.— 
The  noble  lord  then  enforced  the  necessity 
of  the  second  reading  of  this  bill  as  a  mea- 
sure essentially  necessary  for  the  security 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  subject,  and  to  annul  so 
strange  an  anomaly  as  had  existed  with 
so  much  oppression  to  individuals  during 
the  last  year.  He  could  not  enter  into 
the  refined  legislative  system  of  the  noble 
earl,  as  to  the  distinction  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween the  influence  of  works  like  Mr. 
Gibbon's,  and  that  of  more  cheap  and  po- 
pular publications.  He  could  not  see 
why  a  law  should  be  made  for  cheap 
publications,  which  did  not  equally  apply 
to  those  of  a  higher  price.  In  every  view 
he  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  this  biO, 
which  would  certainly  go  to  establish  a 
sound  and  useful  principle. 

Lord  Erskine  said,  he  bad  but  very 
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AiflB^  3^^^^  Th?  order  of  the  day 
being  re)a4  for  the  consideration  of  the 
r^pgrt  of  the  Alien  Bill» 

^he.  iiOT^  CjliaacellQr  moved  the  Intro- 
duction, of  a  claifse  by  which  aliens  natu- 
rali;;e4  hy  the  a^ct  of  the  Scotch  parlia- 
loent^  by  the  purchase  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  stock  in  the  royal  Bank  of  Scot- 
land f ince  the  28th  of  April,  were  still 
to  be  qoDsidered  f^l  ^ieafl|»  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  fu:t«  The  clause  was  ad- 
mitted with  an  amendment  of  lord  Lau- 
d^i^daljd)  tjiat  tl^  individuals  in  qu/estipn 
sho^il^  be  considered  as  aliens  only  during 
the  timQ.  that  the  provisions  of  the  act 
should  remain  in  force.  The  report  was 
then  agreed  to^ 

Lord  Sidmouth  moved  the  so^ension 
of  the  standing  orders  of  the  House,  by 
whidi  it  is  provided  that  np  bill  shall  go 
through  more  than  one  stage  in  one  day, 
in  order  that  the  alien  bill  rnigh^  be  read 
a  third  time  and  piassed. 
.  The  Marq[uis  of  Lan^doome  called  on 
the  noble  viscount  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  require  their  lord- 
ships to  suspend  the  wholesome  orders  in 

or  p(d)Iishera  of  any  writing,  before  in* 
dictment  found,  or  dae  presentment, of  the 
same  as  a  libel ;  be  it  therefore  declared 
and  en^ted  by  the  king's  most  excellent 
XMi^Yt  by  and  wil;h  the  advice  and  conr 
sent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
^Uid  commons,  in  tuis  present  parliament 
assembled^  anid  by  the  authority  of  the 
aame,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  fpr  any 
iustice  ^  justices  of  the  peace  to  ^ppre- 
bendy  commit,  or  hold  to  bail  any  person 
or  oerpons  uppn  %he  charge  of  being  the 
autoor  <Nr  authorsj  publisher  or  publishers 
of  Any  writing,  until  after  indictment 
found,  ,or  due  presentment  of  the  siime  as 
a  libel;  Provided -always,  that  nothing 
herein  .coQ^pd  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  of  his  nuajesty's 
secretaries  of  stfttOi  nor  to  any  judge  of 
the  ]CingVbench»  aqtin|;  under  ^  autho- 
rity of  an  act  pafsed  latheforty-eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present.majesty. 
mtitulp^,  '  An  Act  for  amending  the  Law 

*  with  reffard  to  the  Course  of  Proceed- 

*  ing  on  Indictments  and  Informations  in 

<  tTO  dourt  of  Kind's -bench  in  certain 

*  Cases ;   for  authorizing  the  Execution 

*  in  Scotland  of  certain  Warrants  is^ed 
'  for  Offences  committed  in  England ;  ai^4 

<  for  requiring  Officers  takingl^ail  in  the 

<  Kix^g's  Suit  to  assign  thg  BaiI  flopd^.to 
*theKing». 


(Uiesdon,  JEle  should  take  tho'  sense- of 
the  House  on  the  motion,  and  if  ui^uc« 
cessful,  would  enter  his  protest  agi^ins^ 
the  proceeding* 

Lord  Sidmouth  replied,  that  bis  propo- 
sition had  been  rendered  necessary  by 
th^  postponement  of  one  stage  of  the  bill, 
to  which  his  noble  friend^  consulting  the 
convenience  of  some  of  the  noble  lordf 
oppoisite,  had  agreed  last  week.  He  con- 
ceived fhat  their  lordships  were  quite  a^ 
well  prepared  to  determine  on  the  ques- 
tion theny  as  they  would  be  to-morrow.  ' 
..  The  Earl  of  Rosdyn  wfirmly  remon* 
strated  against  his  precipitation,  especially 
in  a  case  which  involved  the  pro(iable  for- 
feiture of  property  that  might  h^ve  been 
purchased  oy  individuals  confiding  on  the 
faith  of  parliament^  but  who  by  this  €^ 
|20^^ciplaw  would  be  exposed  to  th^ 
most  serious  injury.  He  concluded  by 
moving  th^t  their  lordships  sho\ild  a^ 
journ. 

A  division  et^ued : 
,   For    the  adjournment,    Present,    II  ; 
Proxies,  12—23 ;  Against  it,  Present,  31 ; 
Proxies  27—58  :  Majority,  35. 

There  were  two  other  divisions.  One 
on  the  motion  th^t  tlie  Question  for  sus- 
pending the  standing  oroers  be  put. 

Contents,  Present,  31 ;  Pxoxi^,  25-* 
56;  Non-Contents,  Present,  13;  Proxies^ 
.12—25 :  Majority,  31- 

The  other,  op  the  motion  that  the 
standing  orders  be  suspended, 

Contents,  Present,  29 ;  I^roxies,  27— >56; 
Not-Contents,  Present,  13;  Proxies,  12-^ 
25:  M^ority,81. 

The  bill  w^  then  read  a  third  tifne  and 
passed* 

Protests  agaivst  tha  AjuxnBill.] 
The  following  Protests  were  entered  on 
tt^e  Journals : 
<<  Dissentient, 

L  "  Becau^  die  bill  is  cru^j  for  even 
whon  ^ot  peri^erted  to  imy  improper  pur- 
poses, It  may  deter  the  victims  of  civil 
or  religious  peiifecution  abroad fromseek- 
ing  refuge  under  the  laws  c^  a  free 
country. 

2.  '<  9ecaui|e  the  bill  is  unjost.  It 
es^poses  all  resident  aliens  (such  even  as 
may  have  aettled  here  i^i  consequence  of 
no  such  law  existing  at  4he  .time)  to  .ac- 
tual punishment  wiuiout  trial}  and  it  con- 
demns feiEon-ithe  most  uqsnfpectad  funp^g 
jthe^.to  an  evil  greater. than  most  punish- 
ments-^ depeadance  -oa  t^ieiurbitwy  will 
of  .94^  map. 


1 1 1 7]  Rtform  in  ParUammi. 

S.  *<  Becaase  the  bill  is  uonecessary^ 
there  being  no  unusual  resort  of  strangers 
to  this  kingdom,  and  no  apprehension, 
real  or  pretended,  that  individual  fo- 
reigners either  possess  the  means  or  har- 
bour the  design  of  disturbing  our  internal 
tranquillity. 

4.  **  Because  thebill  is  unconstitutional. 
It  creates  a  power  liable  to  abuse,  and 
unknown  to  our  laws ;  and  arbitrary  au- 
thority has  always  been  thought  to  degrade 
those  who  are  the  objtets  of  it,  and  to 
corrupt  those  who  possess  it,  and  thereby 
to  lead  to  tyrannical  maxims  and  prac- 
tices incompatible  with  the  safety  of  a 
free  people. 

5*  <*  Because  the  bill  is  impolitic  It 
discourages  the  employment  of  foreign 
capital,  and  the  exercise  of  foreign  inge- 
nuity, in  our  country,  and  obvioudy  tends 
to  embroil  us  with  other  courts  of  Europe, 
by  rendering  the  residence  of  any  ob- 
noxious individuals  among  us,  an  act  of 
the  state,  and  no  longer  a  consequence  of 
the  hospitable  spirit  of  our  municipal 
laws. 

(Signed)     Vassal  Hollakd, 

Augustus  Frederick, 

Leinstsr, 

Kino, 

ROSSLTK, 

PonsonUt, 
Grey, 

Ilchbster, 
''For  the  1st,  2nd,  Srd,  and  5th  reasons. 

Lamsdown. 
"  For  the  1st  and  2nd  reasons. 

i  Signed)  Gage, 
ecause  oy  this  bill  the  secretary  of 
state  is  authorized  to  convey  an  alien  to 
any  foreign  port,  and  thus  deliver  such 
alien  into  the  hands  of  his  mortal  enemies 
--to  subject  him  to  perpetual  impt^ison- 
ment— 'to  corporal  punishment — to  tor- 
ture—or to  death. 

(Signed)     Augustus  Freder!ck, 
Gage, 
Vassali;,  Holland, 

ROSSLTK 

Leinster, 
Grey." 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdajft  June  9, 

Private    Business.]    The    Speaker 

addressed  the  House  and  said,  tnat  as 

there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  business 

immediately  coming  before  the  House,  h^ 

'would  take  that  opportunity  of  submitting 


lus  views  on  a  matter  of  importance  to  the 
regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House— ^he  meant  the  mode  cottimonly 
pursued  of  condudtin^  pHvate  business. 
As  it  was  now  concludea  fbr  the  present 
session,  he  deemed  it  fit  he  should  stUtfc, 
that  of  the  great  quantity  of  sudh  bilsS- 
nets  dispatched  during  this  ses^en,  nearly 
one«fourth  had  been  conducted  without  a 
compliance  with  the  stahdinj^  and  ses- 
sional orders.  Those  orders  bad  beto  in- 
tended for  the  protection  of  pr6perty; 
but  under  the  system  now  acted  on,  and 
for  a  long  time  growinj?  up,  they  were  n6t 
only  an  imperfect  safeguard,  but  even 
wbne  than  none,  because  they  hdtl  oOit 
the  idea  of  its  existence  where  it  #as  ndt. 
It  was  true,  each  case  wherein  the  dttlera 
had  been  dispensed  With,  poistesed  many 
merits,  but  tne  House  would  see  that  the 
aggregate  of  such  c&sea  was  so  great, 
that  unless  the  rules  were  enforced  mote 
strictly,  it  would,  id  some  time,  be  im- 
possible to  refuse  any  request  for  over- 
looking them.  There  ttnght  be  mote 
excuses  than  in  ordin^hy  cases  fdr  what 
happened  this  session ;  because  Easter  fell 
unusually  eariy,  which  abridged  thb  pr6- 
per  period  for  transacting  business  of  a 
private  nature.  He  trusted  the  House 
Would  excuse  him  fr6m  drawing  thdr 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  hoping  thcffe 
would  be  an  amendment  in  the  Uianage- 
ment  of  the  business  he  had  alluded  to  in 
the  next  session. 

Rbpobm  of  Parliament.]  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  tose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House,  and  of  the  public,  to  the 
great  question  of  parliamentary  reform. 
Tlie  resolutions  he  was  then  about  to  pro- 
pose, were  founded  on  those  acknowted^ed 
principles  of  freedom,  which,  as'  they  were 
the  basis  of  all  rational  government,  so 
were  they  of  the  laws  and  constitution  6f 
England ;  the  best  inheritance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  best  security  for  tlie  stabtlitv 
of  the  throne— those  principles  whicn 
(however  imperfectly  acted  upon)  had 
given  to  this  country  whatever  of  advan- 
tage she  possessed  over  the  nations  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  where  for  the  most 
part  despotism  unhappily  prevailed.  These 
acknowledged  constitutional  principles  be 
had  embodied  in  a  scries  ot  resolutions, 
which,  thouffh  he  feared  they  misht  be 
considered  of  the  longest,  would,  he  hoped, 
be  considered  in  no  less  a  degree  the  most 
important  ever  submitted  to  Uie  attenticm 
of  the  House,  and  of  tlie  country :  and  in 
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the  minds  of  seDtlemeDy  whose  imagina- 
^  tions  presented  to  them  nothing  uoder  the 
head  of  reform,  but  confused  notions  of 
wild  and  visionary  projects  tending  to 
anarchy  and  tumult,  he  hoped  it  would 
produce  no  less  conviction  than  surprise, 
to  find  that  the  whole  tenor  of  what  he 
had  to  propose,  was  in  strict  unison  with 
principles  not  only  professed  by  our  ablest 
constitutional  writers,  but  recognized  even 
from  the  throne  by  every  king  of  £ng- 
land|  that  had  sat  upon  the  throne  for  the 
last  two  hundred  years,  with  the  excep- 
tions of  Charles  the  1st,  and  James  the 
^d;  how  unfortunate  the  exceptions 
for  themselves  and  the  country,  was  but 
too  obvious  1 

His  resolutions  commenced  by  advanc- 
ing the  fundamental  position,  that  the 
only  adequate  security  for  good  govern- 
ment consisted  in,  and  was  proportioned 
to  the  community  of  interest  between  the 
governors  and  governed.  This  community 
of  interest  was  pointedly  acknowledged  in 
a  long  series  of  speeches  from  the  throne, 
from  the  time  of  James  the  1st,  to  the 
reign,  and  during  the  reign  of  the  present 
king.  Another  principle  recognized  by 
the  same  hi^h  authoritv,  and  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  was,  that  if  on  any  occa- 
sion this  community  of  interest  ceased  to 
have  place,  insomuch,  that  either  one  or 
the^  other  must  ^ivc  way,  the  interest 
which  ought  to  give  way  was  not  that  of 
the  manjr  but  that  of  the  few,  a  proposi- 
tion in  Itself  incontrovertible,  honorable 
to  the  throne  to  acknowledge,  and  (sanc- 
tioned by  that  high  authoritv)  protected 
and  shielded  from  any  possible  imputation 
of  temerity,  disloyalty,  Jacobinism,  or 
treason.  The  preference  thus  due  to  the 
interests  of  the  people,  thus  solemnly  re- 
cognized, necessarily  implied  a  grant  of 
all  the  means  requisite  to  secure  so  im- 
portant and  indispensable  an  end,  or  in 
other  words,  recognized  a  fair,  free,  and 
equal  representation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament, which  was  necessary  on  the  one 
hand,  to  secure  the  legitimate  and  due 
dependence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  upon  their  constituents,  by  means 
of  which  alone  this  important  object 
could  by  possibility  be  obtained ;  and  on 
the  other  band,  to  guard  against  the  long 
experienced  eviU  of  a  contrary  depend- 
ence of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
on  the  Crown,  or  on  a  corrupt  and  bo- 
roueh-monger  oligarchy. 

If  the  panegyrics  so  frequently  bestow- 
ed on  the  English  constitution  had  any 


foundation  in  truth)  the  king  and  the  peo- 
ple had  one  and  the  same  interest,  and 
there  was  no  sufiicient  ground  for  such 
violent  jealousy  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  as  many  entertained.  But^  if  he 
disclaimed  any  unreasonable  apprehension 
of  the  power  of  the  Crown,  he  did  at  the 
same  time  insist  upon,  claim,  and  demand, 
on  behalf  of  the  people,  that  full,  fair, 
free,  and  equal  representation  of  them  in 
the  Commons  House  of  parliament,  which 
was  the  just  and  constitutional  check  to 
the  power  of  the  Crown — so  checked, 
prerogative  would  cease  to  be  dangerous 
to  public  liberty— so  restrained  within 
constitutional  limits,  it  would  be  exer- 
cised, as  it  could  only  be  constitutionally 
exercised,  for  the  public  benefit,  on  sudden 
emergencies,  and  in  cases  for  which  no 
legal  enactment  had  made  provision ;  this 
was  the  proper  field  for  the  beneficial  ex- 
ercise of  the  Crown's  prerogative,  and  from 
its  due  exercise,  the  people  had  nothing 
to  fear,  provided  always  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  that  share  in  the  government 
which  belonged  to  them  of  right,  and  for 
the  establishment  of  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  resolutions  to  point  out  provi- 
sions. The  more  he  had  scrutinized  and 
reflected  on  the  reinstatement  of  the  peo- 
ple in  their  constitutional  rights,  the  more 
just  and  simple,  and  easy  and  practicable 
it  appeared.  It  had  indeed  become  so  fa« 
miliar  to  his  own  mind  from  habitual  in- 
vestigation, that  he  laboured  under  that 
sort  of  difficulty  in  treating  it,  which  was 
felt  in  the  attempt  to  demonstrate  an  ap* 
parently  self-evident  proposition.  As  he 
was  aware,  however,  that  there  were  many 
who  had  not  turned  their  attention  much 
to  the  subject,  many  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion  with  respect  to  it,  many 
who,  though  they  agreed  with  him  as  to 
the  necessity  of  reform,  yet  still  did  not 
concur  with  him  as  to  the  practicability 
priChe  safety  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
proposition  carried  it— under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to 
discuss  the  subject  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  con6ne  himself  within  such  narrow 
bounds  as  he  could  otherwise  have  wished* 
both  on  his  own  account,  and  on  account 
of  those  he  was  addresaing.  There  were 
honest  alarmists  who,  from  sheer  timidity 
or  imbecility  of  mind,  had  raised  a  sense- 
less clamour  against  the  principles  of  re- 
form, on  account  of  their  iniputed  ten« 
dency  to  generate  wild  and  visionary  theo- 
rieS|  le^dmg  to  anarchy  and  coxuusion» 
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and  to  the  rabvertion  of  all  order  and  re- 
ffolar  government  in  practice.  But  tlie 
wars  and  apprehensions  of  such  persona 
would  be  allayed;  the  jprinoiples  thus  stig- 
^'     ~  would  be  vindicated,  ou  a  reflec- 


tioD  that  they  were  the  same  principles 
Qpon  which  our  forefathers  acted,  upon 
wnidi  the  English  constitution  was  found* 
ed,  and  which  in  proportion  to  their  hav- 
faig  been  observed  or  nef^ected,  had  oni« 
forraly  been  accompanied  by  a  corres* 

Einding  degree  of  prosperity  on  the  one 
nd,  or  of  calamity  on  the  other»  to  the 
coontry.  That  elections  ought  to  be  free, 
no  man  was  bold  enough  in  terms  to  deny. 
**  FiatU  decthnes  rU^  et  Uheri"  was  a 
naxim  of  the  common  law.  Freedom  of 
election  was,  indeed,  the  life-blood,  the 
aoul  of  every  free  state;  and  no  man,  he 
imagined,  atall  conversant  with  the  history 
of  this  or  any  other  country,  would  dis- 
pute, that  in  proportion  as  elections  were 
free  and  frequent,  was  the  security  they 
afforded  to  the  people.  Annual  parlia« 
meets,  annually  elected,  and  ofUner  when 
it  waa  oftener  necessary  to  convene  par- 
liamentSy  were  equally  and  undeniably 
evidencckl  by  the  concurring  testimony  of 
the  common  law,  the  statute  book,  and  our 
ancient  records ;  and  that  formerly  an  ex- 
lent  of  suflme  existed  so  general,  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  attempt  to  fix  the 
limits,  was  also  evident.  Whilst  he  stated 
this,  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that  could 
it  be  ever  so  clearly  demonstrated,  it 
would  by  no  means  be  decisive  of  the 
question  as  to  what  oaght,  under  the  ac- 
tual circumstances  of  me  country,  to  be 
the  present  limits  to  which  it  would  be 
wise,  reasonable,  and  practicable  to  ex- 
tend it«  This,  be  agreied,  was  a  question 
whidi  ought  to  stand  on  its  own  merits ; 
and  that  the  lioe  now  to  be  drawn  was  to 
be  determined  by  the  actual  state  of  so- 
ciety the  general  interest,  and  public 
Utility.  He  bad  himself  formerly  inti- 
natea  his  intention  of  proposing  a  plan  of 
reibrm»  limiting  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
Bucb  persons  as  paid  direct  taxes  to  the 
king,  the  dmrob,  and  the  poor.  Had  that 
been  agreed  to,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
aajring,  that  it  would  then*  hate  satisfied 
the  country.  Neither  had  he  any  deubt 
that  it  would  have  been  effectual  to  its 
purpose »  that  is  to  say,  an  cfficaeot  con- 
aral  00  the  executive  government^  and  a 
fimnnlere  remedy  for  all  the  evils  gene- 
lated  fagr  that  psolifio  monster  and  parent 
of  every  grievaneot  the  permanent  power 
of  a  Jhorough-monger  liulioD^  ever  reedy 
(  VOL.  XXXvfu.)  -   ^ 


to  usurp  and  barter  the  liberties  of  Che 
people  for  the  patronage  of  the  Crowns 
It  would  have  reunited  those  interests^ 
which  ought  never  to  be  separated,  of  the 
king  and  the  people,  and  rescued  from  the 
power  of  an  oligarchy,  both.  He  was 
then  taunted  with  not  acting  up  to  his  own 
principles,  with  not  goiug  far  enough  to> 
give  general  satisfaction,  which  was  so 
desirable  to  be  obtained,  and  was  the  great 
end  proposed  by  the  measure ;'  but  be  be« 
lieved  that  his  former  plan  would  have  tU 
fected  every  beneficial  purpose,  and  given 
ample  security  to  the  country*  But  since 
Uiat  period  the  question  or  reform  had 
been  greatly  agitated ;  the  ablest  men  of 
the  age  had  fully  discussed  it,  and  sifted 
it  to  Uie  bottom.  Above  ell,  Mr.  Bentham 
had,  with  unrivalled  ability,  proved  how 
easy  and  safe  it  was  to  carry  tlie  principles 
of  reform  into  practical  e&c^  The  pub« 
lie  mind  had  therefore  made  rapid  ad« 
vances,  and  as  investigation  had  diffused 
knowledge,  it  had  produced  conviction  of 
the  necessityt  as  well  as  of  the  safety  of 
the  most  extended  system  of  reform.  The 
principle  of  the  most  comprehensive  right 
of  voting,  which  for  shortness  had  been 
called  universal  suffrage,  though  the  term 
was  certainly  incorrect,  because  it  waa 
clear  that  some  defalcation  from  it  was» 
in  practice,  necessary— and  it  was  not 
perhaps  very  important,  provided  it  waa 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  include  the 
universal  interest,  where  the  line  waa 
drawn^the  principle  of  what  had  been 
better  called  virtually  universal  suffrage, 
had  been  adopted  not  only  by  the  greaff 
number,  but  also  by  the  most  learned  and 
enlightened  men  in  the  kingdom*  Ta 
protect,  however,  those  who  maintained 
this  principle  from  the  charge  of  being 
wild,  visionary,  and  dangerous,  lie  not 
only  relied  on  the  clear  and  satisCictory^ 
reasoning  by  which  it  was  supported,  but 
had  thought  it  necessaf{)i.to  trace  back  the 
ancient  practice  of  the  constitution  to  re« 
mote  periods;  so  remote, indeed, thst  some 
of  those  he  was  addressing  might  possibly 
think  it  not  necessary,  or  even  relevant  to 
the  question.  He  telt,  however,  that  it 
was  necessary  in  advocating  so  great  a 
measure  to  anticipate  and  guard  against, 
aa  &r  as  he  was  able,  every  possible,  aa 
wall  as  probable  objection.  Cor  akhon^ 
ancient  ciutom  and  practice  did  netrin  the 
eyes  of  phflosophars,  weighing, every' thiog 
in  the  scale  of  reason,  and  formuig  a  Judg- 
ment  after  accurate  investigation  and  re« 
flection;  although  antiquity  and  custooa 
(4C) 
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did. not  o&r  to  fuefa  penont  any  ntiifiio- 
tory  proof  of  the  mtnt  of  any  onestion  in 
ditputOy  yot  M  the  bulk  of  mankind  were 
not  philosophen,  they  were  for  tbemostpart 
much  influenced  in  their  opinions  by  con- 
aiderations  drawn  from  such  sources;  and 
h  had  always  been  looked  upon  as  a  great 
strengthening  to  a  popular  cause,  and  to 
popuuir  ri^htSi  to  be  able  to  deduce  from 
remote  antiquity,  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices upon  which  they  were  founded.  He 
did  not  affirm  that  because  a  practice  was 
ancient  it  was  therefore  desirable^  and  was 
willing,  on  the  contrary,  to  admit  that  it 
could  not  be  desirable,  except  inasmuch 
as  it  was  consistent  with  the  actual  state 
of  the  country;  yet,  if  the  people  claimed 
rights  andently  possessed  oy  their  ances* 
tors,  and  exercised  without  any  ill  conse* 
quences  having  been  proved  to  have  re- 
sulted from  their  enjoyment;  and  oh  the 
contrary,  great  mischief  had  alwavs  ensued 
from  their  having  been  neglected  or  tram- 
pled on ;  if  such  had  been  the  uniform 
consequence  of  any  infringement  of  the 
right  of  suffrage,  the  claim  to  that  right 
on  the  part  of  the  people  was  strengthened 
by  the  result  of  reason  and  experience; 
and  however  the  question,  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  re*adoptang  such  practice  and 
such  measures  as  formerly  prevailed  with 
beneficial  ^  effisct,  might  be  determined 
npon  a  fair  discussion  and  after  mature 
deliberation,  no  objection  could  be  raised 
against  them  as  bemg  new,  visionary,  and 
wild. 

The  more  remote  the  research  into  our 
history,  the  more  plainly  are  indicated  the 
evidences  of  our  free  constitution*  That 
elections  ought  to  be  free  was  part  of  the 
common  law:  that  they  were  also  fre- 
quent appears  from  the  ancient  law,  which 
ordained  that  two  parliaments  were  to  be 
beldevery  year,  or  oflener,  if  need  were ; 
and  this  was  "  de  more,"  or  common  law. 
William    1st,   vu^arly  called  the  con- 

Sieror,  to  whose  reign  high  prerogative 
wjen  have  been  in  &e  habit  of  referring 
in  support  of  overstrained  power  in  the 
Crown,  obtained  the  Crown  not  by  mi- 
litary conquest  of  the  nation,  but  by  com- 
pact and  agreement.  The  coronation 
oath  which  he  took  bound  him  to  ffovem 
by  the  old  Saxon  laws,  by  which  lawa 
parhamento  were  to  be  held  twice  a  year; 
and  although  he  did  not  regard  his  coro- 
tiation  oath,  thatwotdd  be  no  argument 
against  its  validity,  and  sOll  less  agamst 
the  validity  of  those  righta  which  he  vio- 
iatedi  iiotwithstanding  his  oath  to  waua-^ 
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tain.  And  the  history  of  the  oountrjr 
suffidently  showed,  that  the  violations  of 
die  fundamentally  free  principles  of  ths 
constitution  ever  produced  treble  and 
civil  war ;  and  it  was  only  by  again  recor^ 
ring  to  them  that  order  and  satisfiKtion 
eomd  be  restored :  and  this  also  proved 
the  necessity  for  the  preservation  of  free- 
dom, of  recurring  from  time  to  time  to 
first  principles,  according  to  the  advice 
of  the  most  eminent  political  writers* 

Subsequent  to  the  time  of  William  Ist, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  annual  or 
more  frequent  parliaments  were  the  prac^ 
tice«  and  that  practice  continued  thcoogii 
a  long  period  of  time:  from  which  prac- 
tice no  inconvenience  was  ever  stated  to 
have  arisen.  That  these  frequent  pariia* 
meats  were  returned  also  by  fresh  eleo« 
tions,  besides  the  testimony  of  the  regiriar 
series  of  writs  still  extant,  was  also  evi« 
denced  by  the  nature  of  the  thinff  itself: 
for  what  was  the  object  for  which  parlta* 
ments  were  convened ;  what  but  for  tbo 
purpose  of  making  the  kingr  acquainted 
with  the  views,  feelings,  widies,  aad  in- 
terests of  the  people  in  every  part  of  hia 
dominions.  Every  power  was  intmsted 
to  the  Crown  for  the  benefit  of  the  sub* 
ject :  without  a  parliament,  a  freely  and 
frequently  dected  pariiament,  their  in* 
terests  could  not  be  secured,  nor  could 
the  king  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
wishes  and  the  grievances  of  the  people. 
Had  parliament  been  a  long  continued  or 
permanent  body,  its  object  and  its  uses 
would  entirely  have  ceased:  and  as  aeata 
in  parliament  were  not  in  those  times  ob- 
jects of  profit  or  emolument,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  both  burthensome  and  dan* 
gerous,  as  they  exposed  those  who  held 
them  to  the  absurd  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating 
the  members,  whom  there  were  then  no 
funds  to  corrupt— as  it  was  of  no  advan- 
tage to  the  member  to  be  long  oontiaoed 
in  that  situation,  nor  to  thoae  who  sent 
him,  that  he  should  so  continue,  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing,  and  the  interest  of  all 
parties  concurred  to  riiorten  the  duiatioe 
of  parliament. 

Far,  however,  the  most  important  pan 
of  this  subject  related  to  the  extent  and 
distribution  of  the  aoflri^  by  which  the 
members  were  elected.  Mlio  weie  tboae 
who  had  the  right  to  appoint  lepreaenta* 
tives  ?  How  &  did  that  right  or  eleoisve 
franchise  extend?  The  tine  ground  upon 
which  the  claim  of  the  people  enghv  to 
stand  (irfiiob  he  agreed  was  that  of  Mh 
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Mtt  ind  nlilkyt  whilef er  nught  ju? e  be«n 
tfie  practice  ii  our  ancefton }» there  could 
be  tio  belter  mode  of  ascertaining  than  by 
eonaidering  the  foundation  of  the  common 
hWf  which  taking  its  rise  from  common 
eonsentt  reason^  and  common  seosoi  was 
founded  upon  maxima  which  neither  time 
nor  plaoe«nor  drcumstancestcould  e? er  ma^ 
terially  alter.  One  of  these  maxims  stated 
by  dianoeUor  Fortescue,  in  his  book  on 
the  Laws  of  £ngland»  was»  <<  that  no  man 
eottid  be  taxed  without  his  own  consent.'' 
This  principle  was  embodied  in  Tarious 
atatutes  in  toe  brilliant  reigns  of  the  first 
md  third  Edwards»  than  which  none  in 
our  history  were  more  glortoos  or  more 
ppoaperous  and  happy.  That  erery  per^ 
aon  ought  to  have  a  share  in  making  the 
laws  by  which  he  was  to  be  bound,  was'  m 
itself  so  reasonable  and  so  neeessaryy  that 
air  William  Blackstone  lustified  upon  that 
prindplo  alone,  the  right  of  the  govern- 
ftneni  to  inflict  death  upon  o&nders.  "The 
lawfulness  of  punishmff  criminals/'  says 
ImK  '*  is  founded  upon  this  principle^  that 
the  law  by  which  they  suffer  was  made 
by  their  own  conaent."  Upon  the  same 
■rinciple  he  justified  the  scandalous  neg- 
lect of  the  due  promulgation  of  laws;  of 
whidi  neglect,  bowerer,  ancient  times 
were  not  so  guilty  as  the  presenL  There 
k  no  occasion,  says  Bladcstone,  to  pro- 
enidgale  the  laws,  because  every  man  is 
in  judgment  of  law  a  party  to  making  an 
act  of  parliament,  being  present  thereat 
by  his  representative.  This,  though 
B  miserable  fiction— unfortunately,  how- 
ever, Bsen  were  not  hung  in  fiction*— bore 
testimony  to  the  prindpiea  for  which  he 
(sir  Francis)  was  contending :  it  acknow- 
ledged the  people's  rt^t,  and  at  the  same 
tine  exemplified  the  necessity  of  the  ex- 
«roiae  of  that  right*  as  the  only  means  of 
bappiness  and  safety. 

The  right  of  the  people  was  also  ac- 
knowledged in  the  ancient  coronation 
oath :  the  king  was  asked  if  he  would  go- 
vern by  the  laws  which  the  people  chose. 
The  words  were  ^^legafwuwlgatd^mt'* 
—Words  of  larser  import  no  language 
codd  afford;  and  with  a  view  to  the  prac- 
ticd  elEect,  the  act  of  Henry  ith*  passed 
on  the  grievous  compldnt  of  the  people, 
of  the  infringement  of  thdr  constitutional 
rtgbta  by  undue  interference  in  thdr  dec- 
tiooa,  after  stating  that  sherifi  should 
wonduct  themsdves  impartidly,  prooeeds 
to  point  out  who  were  required  to  choose 
kowKsofthesbire.  The  words  were,  that 
•di  th^  that  weiw  pieseot  in  the  county 


oeurt»  aa  wdl  smtors  ddy  summoned,  as 
others,  sbodd  attend  to  the  election  of 
thdr  kdghta  for  the  parliament.  Under 
these  words,  aa  umveisd  as  could  weU  be 
imagined,  all  who  were  present,  which 
might  fiurly  be  interpreted  to  mean  aH 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  appeared 
to  have  had  votes.  Mr.  Justice  Bhuds- 
stone,  indeed,  construed  the  word  '<  others^ 
to  mean  other  suitors,  t.  e.  other  finee- 
bdders,  or  freehdders  who  were  not  ddy- 
summoned.  This,  however,  app^red  to 
him  (sir  F.)  to  be  a  constmcUon  not  to 
be  admitted,  because  all  the  fireeholdem 
were  summoned  by  the  sheriff's  procla- 
mation: all,  therefore,  were  equally  sun^ 
moned,  and  equdly  ddy  summoned.  To 
whom  then  could  the  word  **  others'*  be 
applied  ?  If  not  to  all  the  inhahitanta  of 
the  county,  he  did  not  pretend  to  know ; 
and  to  him  it  appeared,  that  under  thia 
act  every  inhabitant  of  the  county  had  a 
right  to  vote,  and  this  act  he  conceived 
to  be  dedaratory  of  a  common  law  right 
The  first  restrictive  statute,  the  first  in- 
ficingement  upon  this  right  waa  the  act  of 
Henry  6th,  restraining  the  riyht  of  voting 
to  fredidders  of  forty  shillings  a  year^ 
probably  equd,  if  the  diffiorence  of  the 
vdue  of  money  was  considered,  to  401.  a 
year  «f  the  present  day.  The  pietencea 
for  this  great  Infringement  and  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  were  upon  the 
hot  of  them  evidently  false :  without  al- 
leging any  fiict  of  misdiief  having  ever 
tsiken  place,  the  act  states  that  a  great 
and  outrageous  concourM  of  people  had 
attended  to  give  thdr  voice  at  electiona, 
and  that  persons  of  no  property  pretended 
to  have  a  voice  eq|ttd  to  the  most  worthy 
kdghts  and  esquires,  and  that  tumults, 
manslaughters,  riots,  and  batteries,  might 
very  lilmly  arise  and  be;  and  on  thia 
flimsy  and  £dse  pretence,  it  disfranchised 
all  who  had  not  freeholda  to  the  amount 
of  forty  shillmgs  a  year.  The  sutute  did 
not  state  that  any  manslaughters  or  riota^ 
had  actually  arisen ;  but  it  aaserted  what 
could  not  be  contradicted,  that  such 
thinp  might  posdbly  arise  sind  be.  Nor 
did  he  see,  unless  the  construction  he  put 
upon  the  law  was  correct,  bow  any  such 
outrageous  concourse  of  persons,  and 
persona  of  no  property,  as  was  complained 
of»  could  have  taken  phme.  If  thie  was  a 
reason  for  disfranchisbg  any  part  of  tbe 
people,  it  would  be  a  rsason  for  putting 
an  end  to  dl  electiona.  If  the  fear  of 
riots,  before  any  had  ewsr  arisen,  was  a 
for  dJafiatttfMsiogao  large  a  portion 
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•of  the  people  of  England,  what  would  be 
•aid  to  the  present  state  of  elections,  to 
that  system  which  was  all  riot,  confusion, 
and  disturbance.  Elections  were  now  for 
.the  aaost  psrt  scenes  of  drunkenness,  per- 
il ary,  and  > knavery.  Proceedings  which 
.had  no  existence  when  the  extended  right 
•of  suffrage  was  exercised,  were  now  wit* 
aessed  at  every  election  with  the  almost 
sole  exception  of  one  place  where  elec- 
tions were  conducted  on  a  very  extended 
scale  of  suffrage,  and  which  he  had  the 
•honour  to  represent.  Here  indeed  the 
.people  had  managed  their  own  elections 
•without  riot,  disturbance,  perjury,  drunk- 
enness, or  any  of  the  mal- practices  before 
•mentioned,  and  which  shallow -minded 
persons  were  apt  to  consider  as  necessa- 
\rily  attendant  upon  popular  elections. 
The  citizens  of  Westminster,  when  left  to 
.themselves,  had  elected  their  representa- 
tives as  peaceably  and  as  quietly  as  a  pa- 
rish vestry  elected  a  parish  oflcer ;  and 
ihis  was  an  experiment  that  went  to  prove 
4he  safety  with  which  the  people  might  be 
trusted  with  the  exercise  of  their  own 
eights.  That  the  citizens  of  Westminster 
jHid  been  able  under  such  disadvantageous 
circumstances  as  had  existed,  under  the 
influence  of  a  rotten  borough  system,  and 
a  septennial  act— that  under  such  cir- 
cumstances they  should  have  had  the  will 
and  the  ability  to  conduct  themselves  in 
40  exemplary  a  manner  was  not  less  ho- 
nourable to  themselves  than  it  was  gra- 
.tifying  to  the  friends  of  rational  reform, 
jaod  no  leas  useful  as  an  example  to  the 
.country. 

The  two  simple  points  upon  which,  as 
4]poa4)ivots,  every  thing  respecting  liberty 
.turned  were  security  of  person  and  secu- 
rity of  property.  Security  of  both  was  the 
.cpmmon  law  and  in  alienable  right  of  the 
people  of  England.  That  no  man's  person 
should  be  touched  without  due  process  of 
law— that  no  man  should  undergo  pu- 
nishment without  legal  triah,  or  have  the 
fruit  of  his  honest  industry  taken  from 
him  without  his  own  consent,  were  such 
rational,  equitable,  and  moderate  claims, 
that  no  man  of  common  sense  or  common 
honesty  would  be  found  to  deny  their 
justice.  In  proportion  as  they  had  been 
regarded,  the  country  had  always  been 
contented  and  prosperous.  unfortu- 
nately, however,  there  had  been  some 
Jdngs  who  had  resisted  them,  and  misfor- 
tune invariably  followed^  Amongst  sudi 
Jtiogt  was  Charles  the  lat,  who  having 
violated  all  just  principlaa^if  govenmant, 
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broken  down  llie  barriers  of  property  mi, 
personal  safety,  and  wrested  the  laws  by 
means  of  venal  hiwyera  to  purposes  of  op- 
pression, filled  the  cup  of  national  cala* 
mity  to  the  brim,  and  was  himself  at  length 
compelled  to  drink  it  to  the  very  dregs* 
Charles  the  2nd,  not  deterred  by  the  ex* 
ample  of  his  fathevy  nor  by  the  calamities 
of  nis  country,  nor  by  gratitude  for  hia 
restoration,  pursued  the  same  unconstitu* 
tional  career,  and  prepared  thereby  the 
downfal  of  his  house.  After  the  expul- 
sion of  James  the  2iid,  we  came  to  a  new 
constitutional  sera,  that  of  the 'making  a 
new  Magna  Charta-— a  new  declaratory 
act«-the  bill  of  the  riglits  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  England.  At  this  period 
the  security  to  which  the  people  were  ac- 
knowledged to  be  entitled,  ou^ht  to  hare 
been  established— but  for  want  of  thai 
which  could  alone  give  effect  to  the  d^ 
claration  of  popular  rights,  that  bill,  toge- 
ther with  all  the  other  sham  securities  and 
unavailing  declaratory  acts  with  which 
the  people  have  been  so  repeatedly  de- 
luded, failed  upon  trial.  The  necessity 
of  a  fair,  foU,  and  free  representation  A 
the  people  in  parliament,  was  set  forth  m 
king  William's  declaration,  noon  which 
the  Bill  of  Rights  ought  in  noneity  to 
haye  been  framed;  but  this,  with  many 
other  important  provisions,  was  neglected 
to  be  enacted,  or  purposely  omittMt— ao 
numerous,  indeed,  were  the  sine  of  omis- 
sion upon  that  occasion,  that  Mr*  Fawkes 
had  humourously  observed,  that  the  people 
at  the  revolution  got  a  good  bill  of  fsre^ 
but  no  dinner.  Though  the  pretence  waa 
held  out  at  the  revolution,  that  the  stepa 
then  taken  were  not  only  retrospective  bat 
prospective,  not  only  to  get  rid  of  evil 
men,  evil  counsellors,  evil  kings,  and  cor- 
rupt judges,  but  to  prevent  auch  counsel- 
lors, kings,  and  judges,  from  ever  again 
attempting,  or  assisting,  to  subvert  the 
freedom  of  the  country^though  the  biQ 
declared  against  all  unusual  and  cruel 
punishments,  arainst  packing*  juries 
and  packing  parliaments,  against  atand- 
ing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  against 
corrupt  interference  in  elections,  and 
that  elections  ought  to  be  free,  yet  no 
provisions  were  made  to  carry  these  de- 
clarations into  effect,  and  to  some  of  them 
a  few  words  were  added,  which  deprived 
the  people  of  all  the  benefit  which  might 
have  been  derived  from  them.  These 
magical  words  were  **  without  consent  or 
grant  of  parliansent,"  or  **  imleas  it  be 
with  consent  of  pvliMMUt/    Behold  heea 
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ilw  taKiman,  by  the  eflect  of  which,  the 
glorious  edifice  of  English  liberty,  which 
md  been  raised  tip  by  our  ancestors  with 
so  much  labour,  persevered  in  with  so 
much  courage,  and  cemented  with  so  much 
blood^by  the  applicotion  of  these  few 
simple  words,  as  with  the  touch  of  a  ma- 
f  ician's  wand,  tlie  fabrick  vanished  into 
air: 

^  into  thin  air. 

And  Uke  the  baseless  fabrick  of  a  vision 

Leaves  not  a  wreck  behind." 

What  was  the  diffisrenee  to  us,  whether 
we  had  suspended  laws,  money  illegally 
raised,  and  standing  armies,  and  other 
detesMible  measures  of  the  most  detestable 
dewpolic  power— what  was  it  to  the  people 
4>f  England,  whether  infamous  and  tyrau* 
«iical  acts  were  perpetrated  by  corrupt 
lawyers,  upon  pretence  of  the  preroga* 
live  of  the  Crown,  or  by  corruption  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown,  operating  upon  the 
Tonality  of  parliament?  The  effect  was 
the  aame,  whether  the  tyranny  was  eaer* 
med  one  way  or  the  other,  excepting 
that  it  was  more  mortifying  to  fall  victims 
to  the  villany  of  &lse  guardians,  and  self* 
jippointed  trustees,  than  it  was  to  be  over* 
powered  by  force,  and  submit  to  iuevtt* 
able  neceuity*  It  was,  as  if  a  man  was 
to  be  robbed  by  watchmen  hired  to  pet>- 
tect  him,  to  have  that  which  was  intended 
lor  his  secnrity,  tanned  into  the  means  of 
destroymg  him :  this  was  an  aggravation, 
«ot  an  alleviation,  it  was  an  insult  not  to 
ht  patiently  endured.  Had  there  been  no 
•audi  body  as  a  corrupt  House  of  Com* 
inons*  there  bad  still  been  some  constitu- 
•tional  land-marks  beyond  any  other  power 
to  lomove:  and  the  evil  of  the  present 
corrupt  oligarchy  waa  so  great,  that  be 
Jiad  rather  there  had  been  no  House  of 
Commons  at  all,  than  a  House  of  Com- 
mons serving  no  other  purpose  than  to 
destroy  tbe  liberties  it  was  instituted  to 
protectee  House  of  Commoal  in  show 
«nd  appearance— a  Houie  of  Commons 
io  trick,  cheat,  and  delude,  but  answering 
Bouiefal  purpose  of  check  and  control— 
a  House  of  Commons,  that  under  the 
CMMk  and  sanction  of  being  the  represen- 
tative body  of  the  people,  betrayed  their 
•freedom,  and  plundered  their  wealtb.  To 
prevent  the  continuance  of  such  evils, 
there  waa  one  and  onlv  one  way,  which  was 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  first  principles  of 
the  constitution»^o  make  tbe  great  body 
4>f  the  people  a  constituent  part  of  the 
.fovemment—togive  them  tbeirdue  weight 
to  tbe  statoi  and  affivd  them  th«  fidf  taai^ 


cise  of  die  inalienable  rights  to  vrhich  thoy 
were  justly  entitled.  He  asserted  that  the 
ri|>hts  of  the  people  were  tnalienoble ;  the 
government,  so  fur  as  it  was  in  other 
hands,  wa«  a  trust  for  the  people,  and 
sacred,  only,  inasmuch  as  it  answered  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  general  freedom 
and  security— it  was  a  trust  which  had 
been  forfeited,  and  might  again  be  for- 
feited, by  abuse,  whereas,  the  rights  of 
the  people  could  neither  be  forfeited  nor 
destroyed. 

In  advocating  the  principles  embodied 
in  his  resolutions,  he  could  appeal  with 
confidence,  not  only  to  antient,  but  to 
modern  authority.  In  the  year  17S0i» 
when  the  Westminster  committee,  of 
which  Mr.  Fox  was  chairman,  was  ap« 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
representation,  a  sub-committee,  at  which 
Mr.  Sheridan  presided,  was  insiructed  to 
investigate  the  qtmstion  of  reform,  and  ta 
make  thereon  a  report.  That  report,  bo 
had  reaaon  to  think,  waa  the  first  founda* 
tion  of  the  petition  presented  to  the  Honso 
in  the  year  179S,  by  the  Friends  of  the 
People.  That  petition  unanawered  and 
unanswerable,  was  stiU  lying  on  the  table, 
and  he  waa  inclined  to  think  that  it  waa 
the  real  parent  of  that  numeroua  progeny 
which  had  aince  quite  overlaid  the  House. 
The  report  made  by  Mr.  Sheridao  having 
analysed  the  compoaition  of  the  Hooaeg 
gave,  amodgat  others,  this  striking  result, 
vis.  that  a  majority  of  the  members  waa 
returned  by  about  6«000  miserable  and 
dependent  voters.  Tlieso  were  voters  of 
the  precise  description  of  those,  the  ad* 
mission  of  whom  to  the  right  of  suffrage 
was  the  main  argument,  r»il  or  pretended^ 
asainst  the  system  of  radical  reform* 
Under  the  preaent  system,  and  at  thia 
time  not  universal  suflrage,  but  the  dregs 
of  univenal  suffrage,  unallayed  by  any 
ridier  matter,  returned  more  than  half  the 
members  of  the  House.  The  suffrafpsa 
which  were  pretended  to  be  of  so  malig- 
nant a  quality,  that  they  would  vitiate 
the  whole  masa  of  wealth'and  population, 
even  when  absorbed  by  it,  and  when  they 
would  be  as  a  drop  In  the  ocean— -tbe  suf- 
fraaes  whidi  were  pretended  to  be  so 
maligoant  as  to  poison  and  contaminate 
the  whole,  were  never&eless  contended 
to  be,  when  uorectified  by  any  more 
wholesome  mixture,  and  exercising  alone 
the  whole  power,  perfectly  harmless,  and 
indeed  highly  beneficial.  Such  was  the 
resHdt  of  the  argument  against  compre- 
heasifa  aufllage^  and  iu  fiwour  of  the  proi 
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ie&t  ijiteiD.  Such  Cbe  logic  by 
the  ime  was  proved  duigeroufly  toe  otDer 
beaeficiaL  Mr.  Sheridan's  Report  con- 
cluded with  slatiog  the  representation  to 
be  still  more  inadequate  with  respect  to 
propertjT  than  population ;  and  Mr.  Fox, 
as  chaurman  of  the  Westminster  com* 
Biiitee»  to  whom  the  sub-committee  re* 
ported,  signed  resolutions  to  the  follow- 
ing  etkct,  viz.  **  that  annual  parliaments 
were  the  undoubted  right  of  the  people^ 
and  that  the  act  which  prolonged  tneir 
duration  was  subversive  of  the  constitu- 
tion^ and  a  violation  on  the  part  of  the 
fepresentatives  of  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  them  by  their  constitueiits;"  and  **  that 
the  presient  state  of  tlie  representation 
was  inadequate  to  the  object,  and  a  de- 
parture from  the  first  principles  of  the 
constitution.**  It  might  be  said  that  Mr. 
Fox's  opinion  was  different,  and  that  he 
only  signed  his  nsme  as  chairman  of  the 
committee.  But  this  could  not  be  acceded 
to»  for  though  an  oftcial  chairman  of  a 
public  body  must  sign  whatever  is  brought 
before  him,  merely  to  authenticate  it;  and 
though  a  volunteer  chairman  might  sign 
his  name  to.  matters  of  regulation,  in  con 


fermity  irith  the  principles  lie  adopted, 
vet  no  man  could  tie  justified  in  signing 
his  name  to  principles  he  believed  false^ 
and  opinions  he  thought  erroneous.  Be- 
sides it  wiw  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox,  in 
1797«  that  the  peoi>le  had  a  right  to  be 
well  governed—a  right  to  form  a  consti^ 
tuent  part  of  government,  and  that  the 
best  pian  of  representation  was  that  which 
brougU  forward  the  greatest  number  of 
independent  voters*  Mr.  Fox  was  there* 
fore  for  the  most  comprehensive  system 
of  suffrage  which  could  be  combined  with 
fteedom  of  sulfirage.  Annual  parliaments 
and  the  most  extensive  mode  of  suffrage 
had  been  advocated  by  the  late  duke  of 
Richmond,  in  his  famous  Letter  to  colonel 
Shamaan,  with  a  strength  of  argument 
quite  unaoswerid)le.  This  same  prmciples 
bad  been  investigated  and  maintained  with 
additional  force  and  acuteness,  and  phtlo- 
lophical  accuracy,  accompanied  with  com- 
plete demonstration,  of  the  safbty  with 
which  theynnigbt  be  reduced  to  practice^ 
by  Bentbam.  If  any  anti^reformer  could 
linswer  Mr.  Betitbam^ar;^ments,  be  would 
do  more  effioaoioils  service  to  reformen 
and  anti-reformers,  than  could  ever  be 
eActed  by  dealing  out  Alse  imputationa 
and  unsubstantiated  slsnder,  these  bdog, 
with  a  due  portion  of  misrepresemaiieii 
and  exagg«ratien|  the  only  iftlelloeliMl 


weapons  hidierto  employed  by  the 
mies  against  the  friends  of  reronn.  Mr* 
Pitt  had  declared  the  present  system  to 
be  both  the  ofipriog  and  the  parent  of 
corruption,  under  which  no  minister  could 
act  according  to  the  interest  of  the  eoun« 
try,  nor  any  honest  man  continue  minister 
--but  tempara  muianiur^^Mr*  Pitt  him- 
self became  minister,  and  exemplified  Uio 
truth  of  his  own  doctrine.  Mr.  Burke 
also  had  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the 
corruption  of  this  House— with  a  masterly 
hand  depicted  its  character,  and  lamented 
its  unnatural  want  of  sympathy  with  the 
people :  he  had  declared  tliat  **  it  would 
(alnongpublicmisfortunes)bemore  natural 
and  tolerable  that  the  House  of  Commona 
should  be  infected  with  every  epidemical 
phrenzy  of  the  people,  as  this  would  iodt^ 
cate  some  consanguinity,  some  sympathy 
of  nature  with  their  constituents,  than 
that  they  should  in  all  cases  be  untouched 
by  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  people 
out  of  doors.  ^  The  virtue,  spint,  and 
essence  of  a  House  of  Commons,'*  saidbi^ 
**  consist  in  its  being  the  express  image 
of  the  feelings  of  the  nation*  It  wm  not 
instituted  to  be  a  control  upon  thepeepl% 
aa  of  late  it  has  been  taught,  by  k  doctrine 
of  the  most  pernicious  tendency ;  but  as  a 
control  for  the  peopW*  Sir  William 
Jones,  whom  Dr.  Johnson,  called  the  most 
enlightened  of  the  sons  iif  men,  had  de» 
dared,  that  if  the  present  representation 
could  be  compared  to  a  tree  rotten  at  the 
heart,  he  wisned  to  see  removed  every 
particle  of  its  rottenness,  that  a  microe- 
copic  eye  could  discern:  he  derided  many 
of  the  fashionable  doctrines,  that  of  vi»> 
toal  representation  he  held  to  be  actual 
folly,  as  if  they  were  to  talk  of  ne^tive 
representation,  and  contend  that  it  fai^ 
volved  any  positive  idea.  He  said  that 
the  right  to  be  represented  was  an  inhe- 
rent right,  and  that  it  was  mere  banter  to 
caU  men  free  who  did  not  possess  it. 

It  would  be  easy  to  so  on  citing  op^ 
Diona,  till  it  was  shown  that  almost  all  tno 
great  men  which  this  country  had  pro- 
duced from  the  time  of  the  revolution, 
till  the  present  moment,  had  brought  con* 
current  authority,  aa  well  aa  unanswerabhi 
reason,  in  aid  of  the  great  eanae  of  parliflp 
mentary  reform.  But  he  would  now 
address  a  few  words  to  those  gentleaea 
who  might  think  thai  he  did  not  act  with 
suflicieBt  camion  or  pradeDce  im  the  pre* 

•  See  Aorho'e  Worhs^  voL  ^  p«  S87» 
edit.  1800. 
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it  oecanoo.  To  thoM  macem  moA 
hoDMt  friendt  oFicfiMrm',  who  agreed  with 
him  as  to  the  iieceni^  of  reform,  though 
Aey  had  not  made  up  their  miods  to  too 
|iropriety  of  the  extent  to  which  ho  now 
proposed  to  carry  it->to  them  he  would 
anTf  that  haTtog  iried  all  poesiblo  modeo 
orobuuning  oo-operation  ahort  of  compro« 
Butioff  public  priaeiple,  to  sncbadeffreo 
aa  to  Tote  all  hope  of  public  benefit,  from 
pefaaveriog  in  the  Mme  coorfo;  ha:riDg 
witnemed  the  result  of  the  motion  made  a 
few  nights  agO|  for  repealtog  the  Sep- 
teanial  act— an  act  so  violent  and  nncon« 
atitotional,  as  to  provoke  and  to  justify 
Dr.  Johnson  in  saying, «  That  die  creation 
of  twelve  peers  in  ono  dayi  in  queen 
Anne's  time,  in  order  to  obtain  a  maiority 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  though  violent 
enooah,  was  still  legal,  and  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  contempt  of  national  rights 
with  which  the  House  of  Commons  some 
time  afterwards,  at  the  instigation  of 
Whfggism,  elected  themselves  for  seven 
years,  having  been  elected  for  three  by 
their  constituents  ;"««hav]ng  witnessed  the 
firte  of  the  motion  to  rejpeal  that  violation 
of  the  law  and  constitution  of  tibe  country 
and  to  pnt  us  back  only  in  that  one  resneet 
lo  the  sute  we  were  in  at  the  time  oi  the 
Bovolutioos  having  witnessed  the  fate  of 
the  proposals  which  had  been  made  by 
hhttself  and  othera  for  a  more  limited 
paferm,  he  was  convmced,  and  he  thought 
that  at  length  the  step*l^-step  reformers 
would  he  convinced  or  the  utter  impracti- 
cabili^  and  hopeiemness  of  that  mode  of 
proceeding,  and  ho  therefore  no  lonfger 
thought  it  prudent  to  pursue  so  ineffica- 
doos  a  course,  or  to  withhold  the  plan,  of 
tho  propriety  of  which  his  own  reason 
was  convinced ;  and  which,  ho  had  no 
dovbt,  examination  and  experience  would 
confirm*  The  object  was,  that  elections 
should  be  free  and  frequent,  and  that 
aoiBrage -should  be  eoual  and  comprehen* 
aivo.  The  common  law  maiim,  that  elec* 
lions  ought  to  bo  free,  waa  afllrmed  by  the 
atatuto  of  Westminster,  1st,  which  says, 
that  no  great  maui  or  other,  shall  bv  force, 
eonning,  or  contrivance,  (such  being,  ao- 
cordmg  lo  my  lord  Coke,  the  import  of 
the  word  nuJiceJ  disturb  the  freedom  of 
doctioik  The  same  thing  was  dedared 
«t  tho  commeooement  of  every  porliament» 
Inr  o  rasolation  of  this  House ;  which,  at 
tho  some  tiaso  that  it  dedam  that  it  is  a 

»(1»  breaeb  of  iu  privilegea  for  any  peer 
tlM  realm  to  interfere  in  the  oleetion  of 
of  tte  House  of  ComnaB^ 


allowa  a  pedtioB  to  reoMm  mmoltcM  for 
years  oo  its  tables  wfaidi  asserts  and  ofiers 
to  prove,  that  a  large  proportion  of  its 
memben  are  absohitely  the  nominees  of 
peers,  or  returned  through  the  infloenco 
of  peers.  It  was  high  time  that  tiieso 
laws,  and  these  maxims,  should  cease  to 
stand  upon  our  Statute  book,  and  upon 
our  own  Order  book,  **  like  the  forfeits  in 
a  barber's  shop,  more  in  mock  than  mark  i^ 
and  that  the  public  should  feel,  from  their 
observance,  some  beoefidal  elfocts^  But 
tho  freedom  of  elections  codd  only  bo 
secured  by  extending  and  eiiualhuna  tho 
right  of  suifrage,  and  shortedn^  the  dura« 
tion  of  parliMuents.  On  a  foir  dutribu* 
tion  and  extension  of  the  elective  fran* 
chise,  and  on  a  division  of  the  United 
Kingdom  into  electord  districts,  lie  cal« 
cdated  that  each  district  would  contain 
about  4000  voters,  a  number  far  too  great 
for  any  man  to  bribe  or  terrify ;  and  ac» 
companied  with  annud  elections,  not  pre- 
senting a  sufficient  interest  to  induce  any 
man  to  attempt  it.  Some  thought  that 
addttiond  security  wodd  be  afiiwded  by 
the  ballot;  and,  aa  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  ballot  could  do  no  harm,  and 
might  occasimuUly  bo  a  protection,  by 
leaving  the  voter  at  liberty  to  divdge  or 
conced  his  vote,  he  had  introduced  it  into 
his  resolutions,  for  the  purpose  of  its  being 
fdrly  discussed.  For  his  own  part,  ho 
eonrassed  that  he  thought  it  unnecessary  t 
for  where  there  was  no  good  for  which  to 
strive,  no  strife  could  grow  up  there  from' 
Action,  and  it  was  clear,  that  annud  deo- 
tions  would  ofier  no  inducement  to  persons 
to  become  candidates  for  so  short-lived  a 

Kiwer,  sdfident  tomake  them  willing  to 
cur  any  mighty  expenae.  The  honour 
of  the  station  would  scarcely  bo  more  than 
a  recompence  for  the  trouble.  The  num* 
beta  would  bo  too  mat  to  corrupt,  and 
the  benefit  to  be  cwrived  wodd  bo  too 
smdl;  so  that  if  any  ono  could  bo  aop* 
posed  to  have  the  will,  he  would  not  have 
the  power;  and  if  he  codd  bo  supposed 
to  have  tho  power  be  would  not  have  tho 
will;  and  there  bein^  ndtber  will  nor 
power*,  nor  motive  of  anv  kind,  it  might 
aeem  auperflnous  to  guard -a^ainat  aettona 
wlridii  under  theoupposed  cireomBlnocas^ 
there  would  bo  no  temptation  to  oQaHsdl* 
As  to  tho  extent  of  suSn^e,  it  ww  evi« 
dmktf  that  in  practice  some  Uae  asoat  hB 
drawn ;  and  be  had  noheaitattonin  aaying 
that  many  were  tlM  pdnta  at  which  the 
lisdia  might  be  fixed  with  eqnd  advantage 
and  aacmity  to  the  piahfiot   profidod 
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alirayt,  that  the  extennon  was  soffident 
to  comprehend  the  universal  interest,  and 
secure  freedom  of  election*  But  if  it 
oould  be  shown,  that* the  most  compre* 
bensive  suffrage  would  produce  no  incon- 
venience in  practice,  it  ought  not  in  justice 
to  be  withheld.  Mr.  Bentham  bad,  by  in- 
controvertible argument,  demonstrated 
that  no  danger  whatever  would  arise  from 
the  most  extensive  suffrage  that  could  be 
establishecU  What  sort  of  power  was  it 
that  was  conferred  by  the  right  of  voting, 
if  power  it  was  to  be  called,  on  the  part  of 
the  people  ?  that  every  man  should  have 
a  fraction,  which  fraction  was  a  four  thou- 
sandth part  of  a  voice  in  the  appoiotment 
of  a  fraction  which  was  itself  a  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eighth  part  of  a  voice  in 
the  House  of  Commons :  so  that  every 
man,  be  his  fortune  what  it  might,  should 
liave  the  power  of  saying  who  he  thought 
was  the  best  character  amongst  his  neigh* 
hours,  to  whom  he  would  most  willingly 
entrust  the  guardianship  of  his  rights  and 
liberty :  now  how  was  any  mischief  from 
this  cause  to  be  apprehended  ?  First,  a 
man  of  mischievous  intention  must  be 
able  to  persuade  the  majority  of  four 
thousand  personsi  of  equally  mischievous 
intentions  of  course,  to  concur  in  tlie 
appointment  of  the  mischie?ou8  person ; 
and  when  so  appointed,  this  mischievous 
person  must  have  the  concurrence  of  a 
majority  of  657  other  mischievous  persons 
also,  elected  by  an  equal  number  of  other 
mischievous  constituents;  and  when  all 
these  persons  had  agreed  in  tlie  mischief 
to  be  commitied,  they  must  obtain  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
subsequently  of  the  king,  before  the  sup* 
posed  mischievous  act  could  be  carried 
mto  efiect,  to  suppose  it  possible  would 
be  to  suppose  the  possibility  of  the  deli* 
berate  perpetration  of  an  act  of  suicide, 
by  a  whole  nation  (  it  must  be,  in  fact,  a 
conspiracy  of  the  nation  against  the 
oation-ra  result  that  could  not  be  antici- 
pated with  a  reference  to  any  of  the 
Lnown  principles  of  human  action;  it  was 
to  suppose  huunan  beings,  without  any 
possible  motive,  uniting  to  destroy  tbeir 
awn  happiness. 

^  Some  had  objected  to  eslending  the 
right  of  suffrage,  on  the  ground  that  per- 
aoAs  without  education^  without  moral  or 
political  rectitude,  rankf  or  statioa  in  lile» 
weald  be  elected.  This  was  an  opiqioa 
eootiadicM  bj  the  hjatory  of  all  agas| 
time$t  andcoaauies;  and  be  bed  no  Md- 
Mtioa  Ml  njip^  tliat  the  very  rfveiae 
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would  be,  as  it  always  had  been,  the  ra* 
suit,  unless  history  was  ell  afiibie,  polttt* 
cal  writers  all  mistaken^  and  Macbiavelli 
a  beardless  boy,  just  come  from,  reading 
Livy.  He  tells  us,  in  commeating  upon 
that  author,  after  maturely  considering 
and  deeply  meditating  upon*  the  subject^ 
and  facts  presented  to  his  view,  that  the 
voice  of  the  people,  in  matters  of  clectioii 
at  least,  was  not  unaptly  styled  the  voiee 
of  God— that  there  was  no  cmnparisois 
between  the  wisdom  of  the  choice  of  the 
people,  end  that  of  any  king  op  small 
body  of  men.  Indeed,  says  be,  it  is  ibh 
possible  to  get  the  people  to  advance  a 
worthless  or  unprincipled  character,  than 
which  nothing  is  more  easy  or  common 
with  princes :  and  such  was  the  modestv 
and  sense  of  the  Romans,,  that  thou^ 
they  had  violent  struggles  with  the  patri* 
cians  to  obtain  an  equal  right  of  admission 
to  all  the  great  offices  of  the  state— al# 
though  they  bad  been  insolently,  and  ar« 
rogantly,  and  unjustly  treated  by  the  pa* 
tricians,  yet,  having  obtained  that  fair 
equality  for  which  Ukey  contended,  and 
notwithstanding  their  just  causes  ci  en« 
mity  on  account  of  the  insolence  and  ep* 
pression  of  the  patricians,  they  stiU  aa« 
nually  elected  tlie  great  officera  of  the 
state  from  amongst  the  patrician  families* 
So  undeviatingly  correct  was  Uieir  insiine* 
tive  judgment  with  respect  to  elections* 
that,  in  the  course  of  400  years,  the  Re« 
mans,  who  elected  annually  all  the  great 
officers  of  the  state,  did  not,  in  all  that  pe« 
riod,  make  above  three  or  four  elections^ 
ol  which  they  had  any  reason  to  repent. 

The  people  of  this  country  had  also,  in 
former  times,  elected,  not  only  members 
of  parliament,  but  their  leaders  in  war» 
and  officers  in  peace,  with  the  exception 
only  of  the  immediate  officers  of  the  exe* 
culive  government  in  the  appointment  of 
the  king.  It  was  then  but  asking  a  Uttle 
for  the  people  of  their  ancient  freedom,  ta 
have  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  their  repre* 
sentatives  in  parliament.  This  would  be 
but  a  email  portion  of  their  ancient  birth* 
right  restoredt — 

''  Nam  qui  dabat  olim 
Imperium  fasces  legiones  omflfai  nunc  se 
Continct"— 

He  would  not  cootione  the  quetettoa^ 
wiiich  would  be  to  libel  tbe  peeple  of  fimfv 
land,  who  are  not  like  the  degeoeiate  Ro^ 
OMas,  eazious  only  for  breed  and  publie 
shows,  but  are  buagty  for  the  beoid.  ef 
libtfij»  for  the  recnveiy.of  theii^of 
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their  forefatbeis.  They  asked  no  bread 
bat  that  which  was  earned  by  the  sweat 
of  their  owo  brows;  and  when  they  had 
earned  it,  they  asked  nothing  but  that  it 
should  not  be  wrenched  from  them  and 
their  children  by  the  hand  of  fiscal  rape* 
cityt  to  feed  the  profligate  and  uoprioci- 
^ed,  the  sons  and  daughters  of  corrup- 
tion. The  |>eople  of  this  countrv  were 
honesty  laboriousy  andhigh-mbded;  they 
asked  not  alms  nor  arousemencsi  but  de- 
manded freedom— deoumded  to  have  check 
and  control  over  the  public  purse,  which 
purse  wss  their's,  and  security  to  them 
and  their  children  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits,  the  hsrd-eamed  iruits,  of  their 
at  present  unrequited  industry.  Security 
of  person  and  propertjr  was  the  extent  of 
their  claim ;  and  was  it  not  monstrous  that 
a  govemroenc,  which  exercised  a  power 
of  taking  men'  by  force  from  their  homes 
and  families,  to  be  employed  for  its  de« 
fence,  which  by  compulsory  ballot  filled 
the  ranks  of  its  militis,  and  by  violence 
and  coercion  manned  its  fleets,  exposing 
them  to  all  that  ij  most  formidable  in  fire 
and  water  combined,  destructive  and  ap- 
palh'ng  to  our  common  nature,  which  la« 
▼ishly  9bed  the  blood  of  the  people  for  its 
defence,  should  not  only  exclude  the 
people  from  all  efficient  share  in  the  go- 
Ternment,  not  only  from  the  making  of 
lawi,  but  even  from  any  •hare  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  those  pertons  who  were  to 
determine  when  and  how  ttieir  blood, 
bonest  and  sinews,  ahould  be  disposed  of. 
This  was  all  that  was  sought  for  under  the 
most  extended  right  of  suffrage,  that  a 
man  should  have  the  opportunity  afforded 
him  of  saying  with  wnom  he  would  wish 
to  intrust  his  liberty,  bis  property,  and  his 
life.  This,  surely,  was  not  asking  too 
much— surely  there  was  nothing  unreason- 
able in  this,  nothing  to  excite  apprehen- 
aions,  cau^e  alarm,  or  be  productive  of 
anarchy  and  confusion.  In  every  govern* 
ment,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  the  uni- 
yersal  tenor  of  history,  bears  undeniable 
testimony  to  this  great  truth,  that  in  pro- 
portion as  the  people  have  had  any  share 
in  tlie  government,  in  that  proportion  have 
all  countries  been  peaceable,  prosperous, 
and  happy.  On  the  contrary,  wherever 
monarchy,  aristocracy,  and,  still  more« 
oligarchy  prevailed,  in  an  equal  degree 
have  thiwe  countries  been  miserable,  die- 
content«*d,  and  poor.  As  the  people  of 
EngUnd  were  anciently,  and  ought  of 
right  now  to  be  free— as  freedom  and  fra* 
quency  of  election  were  parts  of  our  con- 
(VOL.XXXVm.)*^ 


stitutioni  and  prevmled  without  incoove* 
nieoce  in  ancient  practice— and  as  aeco* 
rity  for  property,  liberty,  and  life,  de- 
pended solely  .in  this  country  on  a  conati* 
tutionally  constituted  House  of  Commons 
partaking  the  interests,  sympathising  in 
the  feehngs,  and  faithfully  repreaenting 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  he  trusted  that 
the  resolutions  which  embodied  those 
prindples  would  not  be  rejected  without 
being  refuted,  either  as  mistaken  in  prin- 
ciple or  mischievous  in  prsctice.  —  Sir 
Francis  then  moved  the  toUowing  Reso- 
lutions;— 

1.  *^  That  no  adeouate  security  for 
good  government  can  nave  place,  but  by 
means  of,  and  in  proportion  to,  a  commu- 
nity of  interest  between  ffovernors  and 
governed ;  and  that  the  trutn  of  this  prin- 
ciple has  been  onequiyocally  recognixed 
in  speeches  ddivered  from  the  throne  by 
all  the  kings  of  this  realm  (except  only 
king  Charles  the  let,  and  king  James  the 
2nd)  from  the  accession  of  king  James  the 
1st,  down  to  the  present  reign,  both  inclu- 
sive; and  that  in  particiuar,  let.  In  a 
speech  delivered  by  king  James  the  Ist,  on 
the  9th  of  November,  1605,  his  majesty* 
after  speaking  of  the  *  weaP  of  the  king 
of  this  country,  and  the  weal  of  the  coun- 
try itself,  was  pleased  to  add,  <  wheae 

*  weals  cannot  be  separated :'  and,  2nd.  In 
a  speech  ddivered  on  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1670;  his  migesty  king  Charlea 
the  8nd,  after  speaking  of  a  supply  wl^ch 
was  then  demanded  by  him,  was  pleased 
to    say,  '  consider  this    seriously  and 

*  speedily;  it  is  yours  and  the  kingdom^a 

*  interest  as  well  as  mine  :*  and,  Sra.  In  a 
sftoech  ddivered  on  the  18th  of  Jime» 
1678,  his  said  majesty  king  Charles  the 
8nd,  after  declaring  his  intention  to  opea 
his  heart  freely  to  bis  parliament,  on  soma 
points  declared  by  bim  to  be  such  aa 

*  nearest  oonoen,*  says  he,  *  both  yon 

*  and  flse,'  was  pleased  to  add,  *  andlhopa 

<  you  will  consider  them  so,  because  I  ana 

*  sure  ourinterests  ought  not  to  be  divided : 

*  and  for  me  they  never  shall  :*  and,  4tb* 
In^a  speech  delivered  on  the  Slst  oC 
March,  1681,  his  said  majesty  king  Chartea 
the  3nd  was  pleased  to  say, « it  is  as  much 
*'my  interest,  and  it  shall  be  aa  much  my 

<  care  as  yours  to  preserve  the  liberty  of 

*  the  sut^ect :'  and,  5th.  In  a  speech  deli- 
vered on  the  4th  of  November,  169S,  hia 
majesty  king  William  the  8rd,  speaking  to 
his  parliament,  and  through  hia  pania* 
ment  to  hia  people,  was  pleased  to  say, 
« I  am  sore  I  ean  have  tto  interest  bitf 
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*>what  iff  yours/  adding,  *  for  I  hare  no 

<  aim  but  to  make  you.  a  happy  people :' 
and,  6th.  In  dh  answer  given  to  an  addrees 
of  this  House  on  the  23nd  of  NoTeeaber, 
1695,  his  said  majesty  king  William  the 
3rd,  was  pleased  to  say,  *  our  interests 

<  are  inseparable,  and  there  is  nothing  1 

<  wish  so  much  as  the  happiness  of  this 

*  oountry  where  God  hasplaoed  me  ;*  and 
7th.  In  a  speech  delivered  on  the  21st  of 
October,  1702,  her  majestjr  queen  Anne 
n^as  pleased  to  say,  *  My  interests  and 
•-yours  are  inseparable^  and  my  endeavours 

*  shall  never  be  wanting  to  make  you  all 
<safe  and  happy:'  tind,  8th.  In  a  speech 
delivered  on  the  29th  of  October,  17M, 
her  said  majesty  speaking  of  a  certain 
measure  of  government  as  being  then 
be^'jn  upon,  was  pleased  to  say,  *  I  look 

*  upon  this  good  beginning  to  be  a  sure 

*  pledge  of  your  affections  for  my  service^ 
'  and  n>r  our  common  interest  :*  and,  9th. 
In  a  speech  delivered  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1713,  her  said  majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 

*  those  who  woula  make  a  merit  by  sepa- 

*  rating  our  interests  will  never  attain  their 

*  ill  ends  :*  and,  10th.  In  a  speech  delivered 
•n  the  13th  of  January,  1732,  his  majesty 
king  George  the  2nd  was  pleased  to  say, 

<  our  safety  is  mutual,  our  interests  are 
'inseparable:'  and  11th.  On  the  16th  of 
April,  1734,  his  said  majesty  king  George 
the  2Dd,  speaking  of  <  sovereign  and  sub** 

<  ject,'  was  pleased  to  say,  *  their  interest 

<  18  mutual  and  inseparable :'  and,  12th. 
On  the  17th  of  October,  1745,  his  said 
majesty  king  George  the  2nd  was  pleased 
to  say,  *  the  interest  of  me  and  my  people 

*  is  always  the  same,'  and  therefore  he  adds, 
<in  this  common  interest  let  us  all  unite  :* 
and,  13th.  In  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
lOth  of  June,  1772,  his  present  majestVt 
after  speaking  of  all  ranks  of  his  faithnil 
iubjects,  was  pleased  to  say,  <  let  it  be 
f  your  constant  care  to  assure  them  that  I 

<  consider  their  interests  as  inseparably 

*  connected  with  my  own :  and,  14th.  In  a 
speech  delivered  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1791,  his  present  majesty  after  the  m- 
ciotts  assurance  expressed  in  these  words, 
▼iz.  *  my  constant  endeavours  will  be  di- 
^  rected  to  the  pursuit  of  such  measures  as 
^  may  appear  to  me  best  calculated  to  pro- 

<  mote  the  interests  and  happiness  of  my 

<  people,'  was  pleased  to  add,  <  which  are 

*  inseparable  from  my  own.* 

2*  "  That  on  any  occasion  upon  whieh 
this  community  of  interest  fails  to  be 
entire,  the  interest  of  the  few,  or  of  the 
one,  ought  to  give  way  to  the  iatereat  of 
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the  many ;  and  that  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple has  been  recogniied  in  speeches  de- 
livered from  the  throne  by  the  kings  of 
this  realm,  of  every  famUy  &om  the  accea* 
sion  of  king  James  the  Ist  down  to  the  pre- 
sent reign,  both  inclusive;  and  that  In 
particular,  1.  In  a  speech  delivered  on 
the  19th  of  March,  1603,  his  majesty  king 
James  the  1st  was  pleased  to  acknowledge 
and  declare,  *  when  I  have  done  all  that  I 

<  can  for  you,  I  do  nothing  but  that  which 

*  I  am  bound  to  do,  and  am  accountable 

<  to  God  for  the  contrary ;   for  I  do  ac- 

*  knowledge  that  the  special  and  greatest 

*  point  of  di£Perence  that  is  between  a 

*  rightful  king  and  an  usurping  tyrant,  is 

*  in  thb :  that  whereas  the  proud  and  am« 
'  bitious  tyrant  doth  think  his  kingdom 

*  and  people  are  only  ordamed  for  satta- 

<  faction  of  his  desires  and  unreasonable 

<  appetites ;   the  righteoua  king  doth,  by 

<  the  contrary,  acknowledge  himself  to  be 

<  ordained  for  the  procuring  of  the  wealth, 

*  and  prosperity  of  his  people :'  and 
again,  *  if  we  will  take  the  whole  people  aa 

*  one  body  and. mass,  then  as  the  head  ia 

*  ordained  for  the  body,  and  not  the  body 

*  for  the  head,  so  must  a  righteous  king 

*  know  himself  to  be  ordained  for  his  peo- 

*  pie,  and  not  his  people  for  him:*  and, 
2.  In  a  speech  delivered  on  the  3rd  of 
December,  1697,  his  majesty  king  William 
the  3rd  was  pleased  to  say,  *  That  which  I 

*  most  delight  in  is,  that  I  have  all  the 

<  proofs  of  my  people's  affection  that  a 

*  prince  can  desire ;  and  I  take  this  occa* 

*  sion  to  give  them  the  most  solemn  aa- 

<  surance,  that  as  I  never  had,  so  I  never 

*  will  nor  can  have  any  interest  separate 

*  from  theirs  :*  and  3.  On  the  21st  of  No* 
^▼erober,  1717,  his  majesty  king  George 

the  1st,  speaking  of  certain  endeavoara 
used  by  him  on  an  occasion  then  men- 
tioned was  pleased  to  say,  <  It  is  your  in- 
'  terest  that  my  endeavours  should  take 

*  effect ;  it  is  your  interest,  and  therefore 

*  I  think  it  mine ;'  and,  4.  On  the  13th  of 
January  1730,  his  majesty  king  George  the 
2nd  was  pleased  to  say,  *  I  desire  that  the 

*  afiections  of  my  people  may  be    the 

*  strength  of  my  government,  as  their  in- 

<  terest  has  always  been  the  rule  of  my 
«  actions  and  the  object  of  my  wishes :" 
and  5.  On  the  Srd  of  April,  1744,  his  said 
majesty  king  George  the  2nd  was  pleased 
to  say,  *  I  have  no  interest  at  heart  but 

<  yours ;'  and  therefore  to  add,  *  and  in 

*  that  common  interest  let  us  all  unite  ;^ 
and,  6.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1751,  his 
said  majesty  king  George  the  2nd  ^aa 
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pleoied  to  aajy  '  I  have  nothing  to  de- 

*  sire  of  yoa  but  to  consult  your  own  true 

<  happiness  and  interest :'  and,  ?•  On  the 
15tn  of  November,  1763,  his  present  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  say,  <  as  the  interests 

<  and  prosperity  of  my  people  are  the  sole 

*  objects  of  my  care,  I  have  onlv  to  desire 

<  now  that  vou  will  pursue  such  measures 

*  as  areconaucive  to  those  objects  with  dis- 

*  patch  and  unanimity  :*  and,  8.  On  the 
ISth  of  November,  1770,  his  present  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  say,  *  I  have  no  inte- 

*  rest,  I  can  have  none,  distinct  from  my 

<  people  :*  and,  9.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
1771y  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 
'  I  have  no  other  object,  I  can  have  no 
'  other  interest  than  to  reign  in  the  hearts 

<  of  a  free  and  happy  people  \  and  there- 
upon to  add,  <  the  support  of  our  excel- 
<lent  constitution  is  our  common  duty 

*  and  interest:'  and^  10.  On  the  24th  of 
IVIarch,  1784>,  his  majesty*  speaking  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  him  by  law,  was 
pleased  to  say,  *  I  can  have  no  other  ob- 
'  ject  but  to  employ  them  for  the  only  end 

*  for  which  they  were  given,  the  good  of 

*  my  people.* 

3.  '<  That  under  the  government  of 
this  country,  no  such  community  of  inte- 
rest can  have  place,  but  in  so  nir  as  the 
persons  in  whose  hands  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  is  vested,  are  sub* 
ject  to  the  superintendence  and  control, 
or  check  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people;  such  representatives  speaking 
and  acting  in  conformity  to  the  sense  of 
the  people. 

4.  '<  Iliat,  according  to  established 
usage  as  evinced  by  speeches  from  the 
throne,  and  other  public  acts,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  being  in  their  collective 
capacity  styled  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  the  powers  exercised  by  them* 
being  on  no  other  ground  recogmzed  as 
constitutional:  it  is  only  in  so  far  as 
they  are  really  and  substantially  repre* 
aentatives  of  the  people,  that  the  powers 
a*  exerciaed  by  tnem  are  constitutionally 
^erciaed. 

5.  "  That  it  is  only  in  so  far  as  tlie 
nembers  of  this  House  are  in  fact  chosen, 
«sd  from  time  to  time  removeable  by  Uie 
free  aoffragea  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people*  that  there  can  be  any  adeouate 
asaurance,  that  the  acta  done  by  them, 
are  in  conformity  to  the  aense  and  wishes 
of  the  people ;  and,  therefore,  that  they 

'  caE  in  truto*  and  without  abuse  of  words, 
be  atyled,  or  declared  to  be  representa- 
tives of  the  people* 


6.  '^  That  no  member  of  thia  House 
can,  otherwise  than  by  a  notorious  fictioa, 
be  styled  a  representative  of  any  part  of 
the  people,  other  than  of  the  part  com- 
posed of  such  individuals,  as  have  or 
might  have  voted  on  his  election.  And« 
that,  by  the  general  appellation  of  repre* 
sentatives  of  the  people,  is,  and  oiucht  to 
be  understood,  representatives  of  th» 
whole  body  of  the  people. 

7.  '*  That  the  sense  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  people  cannot  be  adequately  conr 
formed  to,  by  their  representatives,  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  the  suffrage  of  each  per- 
son in  the  choice  of  his  representative  baa 
a  force  and  effect,  aa  equal  as  may  be,  to 
that  of  the  suffrage  of  every  other  person. 
And  that  such  equality  offeree  and  effect 
can  not  have  place,  except  in  ao  far  as  in 
the  case  of  each  representative,  the  number 
of  peraons  poasessing  the  right  of  voting 
on  nia  election,  ia  (aa  far  aa  local  circum^ 
atancea  will  permit)  the  same  aa  in  the 
case  of  every  other. 

8.--»<'  That  OD  the  occasion  of  electing 
a  representative  of  the  people,  no  man's 
suffrage  can  with  truth  be  said  to  be  free, 
except  in  so  far  as  in  the  delivery  of  it,  he 
stands  unexposed  to  the  hope  of  eventual 
good,  or  the  fear  of  eventual  evil  to  him- 
aelff  and  his  connexions,  from  the  power 
or  influence  of  every  other  individual  on 
account  of  his  suffrage* 

9.*—'*  That  the  advantage  and  necessity 
of  comprehensive,  equal  and  free  suffrage, 
has  been  recognised  in  divers  speeches 
from  the  throne ;  and  that  in  particular* 
1.  In  a  speech  delivered  On  the  8ih  of 
April  1614,  his  majesty  king  James  the 
1st,  after  saying,  <  But  most  I  desire  to 

<  meet  with  you  when  I  might  ask  you  no* 

*  thing  but  that  we  might  confer  toeether 

*  freel^,'  was  pleased  to  add,  <  and  I  may 
'  hear  out  of  every  comer  of  my  kingdom* 

*  the  complaint  of  my  subjects ;  and  1  will 
'  deliver  you  my  advice  and  assistance,  and 

<  we  will  consult  only  de  repMica ;  ao  ahall 

*  the  world  see  1  love  to  join  with  my  sub* 

<  jecta*  and  thia  willbreediove,  as  acquaint* 

*  ance  doth  amongst  honest  men*  and  the 

*  contrary  amongst  knaves ;'  and,  2.  On 
the  26th  of  March  1620,  his  said  majesty 
king  James  the  1st*  after  speaking  of  cer* 
tain  abuses  in  the  shape  of  monopoly^  of 
which  he  says  he  knew  not  till  discovered 
by  parliament,  was  pleased  to  add,  *  nor 
'  could  so  well  be  discovered  otherwiae  in 

*  regard  of  the  repreaentative  body  of  the 

*  people  which  cornea  from  all  parta  of  the 

<  cgvntry :'  aD4i  3.  On  the  12th  of  Fe* 
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bruary  1623,  his  said  majesty  kinff  James 
the  Ist  was  pleased  to  say,    *  I  nope  to 

*  God  I  shall  clearly  see  that  you  are  the 

*  true  representative  body  of  my  subjects; 

*  therefore  be  you  true  glasses  and  mirrors 

*  of  their  faces,  and  be  sure  you  yield  the 

<  true  reflections  and  representations  you 

*  ought  to  do ;  and  this  doing,  I  hopeyou 

<  shall  not  only  find  the  blessing  of  God, 

*  but  shall  also,  by  these  actions,  procure 

<  the  thanks  and  love  of  my  Vhole  people, 

<  fpr  being  such  true  and  faithful  glasses  :* 
and,  4.  In  a  speech  delivered  on  the  14th 
of  April  1640,  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  by 
the  command  and  in  the  presence  of  his 
majesty  king  Charles  the  1st,  his  said  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  say,  '  By  you  as  a 
^  select  choice  and  abstract,  the  whole  king- 

*  dom  is  presented  to  his  majesty's  royal 

*  view:  all  of  you,  not  only  the  prelates, 
'  nobles,  ami  grandees ;  but  m  your  persons 

*  that  are  t)f  the  House  of  Commons,  every 

<  one,  even  the  meanest  of  his  majesty's 

*  subjects  are  {graciously  allowed  to  parti- 
'  cipate  and  share  in  the  honour  of  those 

*  counsels  that  concern  the  great  and 
'  weighty  affairs  of  the  king  and  kingdom ; 
<you  come  ajl  armed  with  the  yotes  and 

*  suffrages  of  the  whole  nation :'  and,  5.  In 
a  speech  delivered  on  the  19th  of  March 
1761,  his  present  majesty  was  pleased  to 
say,  *I  do  with  entire  confidence  rely  on 
'  the  good  dispositions  of  my  faithful  sub- 

*  jects,  in  the  choice  of  their  representa- 

*  tives :  and  1  make  no  doubt  but  they  will 

*  thereby  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  their 

*  assurances  which  have  been  ^o  cordially 

<  and  universally  given  me  in  the  loyal,  af- 
'  fectionate,  and  unanimous  addresses  of  my 
•people/ 

10.— <•  That  the  sense  of  the  people 
can  never  be  truly  represented  ana  con- 
formed to  by  their  representatives,  other- 
wise than  in  so  far  as  those  representa- 
tives  are  dependent  upon  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents  for  their  continuance  in 
their  situation  as  representatives;  such 
wishes  of  the  constituents  being  expressed 
by  their  sufirages,  freely  delivered  as 
above. 

1 1. — "  That  though  to  give  this  depen- 
dence the  greatest  perfection  of  which, 
xrithout  regard  to  other  oblects  it  might 
be  susceptible*  would  require  that  at  all 
times  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  every 
electoral  body  to  remove  its  representative 
in  the  same  manner  that  it  is  in  tlie  power 
of  every  individual,  who  has  granted  to 
another  a  power  of  attorney,  to  revoke 
the  same;  yet  foraamach  aa  in  aueh  a 


state  of  things,  the  people,  instead  of  de- 
puting representatives  to  manage  their 
public  concerns,  would  be  in  their  own 
persons  engaged  in  the  superintendance 
or  roana£;ement  thereof,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  business  of  private  life ;  hence  it 
becomes  necessary  tnat  this  same  power 
of  removal  should  not  have  place  other- 
wise than  at  certain  stated  and  more  or 
less  distant  periods. 

12. — <*  That  for  as  much  as  the  depen- 
dence of  the  representatiyea  upon  their 
constituents  will  be  the  greater,  the  shorter 
the  term  is,  diuiog  which  they  are  exempt 
from  removal ;  and  as  no  inconvenience 
can  be  apprehended  from  one  election  at 
the  least  taking  place  in  every  year ;  and 
as  it  appears  by  divers  statutes*  and  long 
continued  practice  in  obedience  thereto, 
that  the  prmciple  of  at  least  annual  elec- 
tions is  conformable  to  the  ancient  lawa 
and  practice  of  this  realm ;  it  is  therefore 
expedient  that  the  people  should  be  ena- 
bled to  remove  their  representatives,  and, 
if  necessary,  repair  the  misfortune  of  hay- 
ing made  an  improper  choice,  at  least  once 
in  every  year. 

13.— '<  That  the  sense  of  the  people, 
considered  as  the  stan^rd  to  which  the 
sense  of  their  rulers  ought  to  conform,  is, 
not  the  sense  entertained  by  the  people 
in  any  past  period  of  time,  and  whicn  may 
have  undergone  subsequent  change,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  is  the  sense  of  the  people 
taken  in  its  freshest  state ;  and  that  tbia 
truth  ha^  been  repeatedly  recognised  in 
speeches  delivered  from  the  throne,  by 
his  late  majesty  king  George  the  2nd,  and 
by  his  present  majesty ;  and  particularly, 
1.  In  a  speech  delivered  on  the  21st  of 
April,  1741,  his  said  late  majesty,  after 
saying,  *  I  will  accordingly  give  the  ne* 

<  cessary  orders  for  a  new  paniament,'  was 
pleased  to  add,  *  there  is  not  any  thing  I 

<  set  so  high  a  value  upon  aa  the  love  and 

<  affection  of  my  people,  in  which  I  have  so 

*  entire  a  confdence,  that  it  is  with  great 

*  satisfaction  I  see  this  opportunity  put  into 

*  their  hands  of  giving  roe  rresb  proofs  ofit,in 

*  the  choice  of  theirrepresentatiyes:'  and,2L 
On  the  12th  of  November  1747,  his  said 
late  majesty  was  pleased  to  say,   *  One  of 

*  my  principal  views  in  calling  this  parlia- 
*ment  was,  that  I  might  receive  the  moat 
^  clear  and  certain  information  of  the  sense 

*  of  my  people:'  and,  S.  On  the 6th  of  No* 
yember  1761,  his  present  majesty  was 
pleased  to  say,  <  I  am  glad  to  have  an  op- 

*  portunity  of  receiving  the  truest  informa- 
*tioDof  thesenaeof  my  people  by  anev 
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*  choice  of  their  repre8eDtatiYet;'8nd»4« 
Ob  Uie  8th  of  Norember,  1768,  hismajes* 
ty  was  pleased  to  say,  *  The  opportunity 
« irfiich  the  late  genertd  election  gives  roe 

<  of  knowing  from  their  representatives  in 

*  parliament,  the  more  immediate  sense  of 

<  my  people,  makes  ine  desirous,  drc'  and, 

5.  On  the  first  of  November  1780,  his  ma- 
je^y  was  pleased  to  say,  <  It  is  with  more 

*  than  ordinary  satisfaction  that  1  meet  you 

*  in  parliament  at  a  time  when  the  late 

*  elections  may  afford  mean  opportunity 

*  of  receiving  the  roost  certain  information 
'  of  the  disposition  and  the  wishes  of  my 
'  people,  to  which  I  vat  always  inclined  to 

*  pay  the  utmost  attention  ond  regard:' and, 

6.  On  thedith  of  March,  1784,  afker  men- 
tioning the  then  situation  of  the  country, 
his  majesty  was  pleased  to  say,  *  I  feel  tt 

*  a  duty  1  owe  to  the  constitution  and  to 

*  the  country,  in  such  a  situation  to  recur 

*  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  sense  of  my 
'  people  by  calling  a  new  parliament.' 

14.-.««  That  by  the  words  •  Sense,' 
'  IXsposition,'  and  <  wishes'  of  the  people, 
employed  in  the  said  speeches,  nothmg 
lets  than  the  sense,  disposition,  and 
wishes  of  the  whole  bodv  of  the  people 
can  with  propriety  be  understood ;  for  as 
much  as  if  it  be  the  interest  and  duty  of 
bta  majesty  to  collect  and  attend  to  the 
tense,  disposition,  and  wishes  of  any  one 
part  of  his  people,  it  cannot  be  to  in  any 
lett  degreo  in  regard  to  any  other  part. 

15. — **  That  except  by  petitions,  and 
even  by  those  means,  no  otherwise  than 
occasionally  and  partially,  and  therefore 
inadequately,  the  aense,  disposition,  and 
wishes  of  the  people  can  be  conveyed  to 
his  majesty  in  no  other  manner  than  by 
the  choice  made  by  them  of  persons  to 
tit  and  serve  in  this  House  in  the  charac- 
ter of  repretentativet ;  and,  that  except  in 
the  saidh  inadequate  manner  by  petitions 
these  who  have  no  part  in  the-  choice  of 
representatives,  cannot  at  any  tiane  make 
known  to  his  majesty,  the  part  which 
their  sense,  disposition,  and  wishes,  haa  in 
the  sense,  disposition,  and  m-iahet  of  the 
whole  bodyw  the  people. 

16.— <'  That  for  aa  much  aa  no  power 
lodged  in  the  handt  of  conttttuenta  can 
create  or  maintain  the  due  depeodence  of 
their  repretentativea,  unloa  t6e  good  or 
«vil  which  may  be  produced  1^  tEe  exer* 
cite  of  tttch  power,  be  at  •!!  timet  m  the 
expectation  of  the  repreaentatives  greater 
than  any  that  can  be  made  te  accrue  to 
them  by  any  ether  person  or  peiaoDa  whoae 
interaat  or  tuppoted  inteictt  it  ^fmj  be  to 


enme  them  in  a  violation  of  their  tnttt ; 
it  IS  dierefore  necessary,  that  Inr  all  prac- 
ticable means  every  representative  of  the 
people  be  rendered  as  completely  exempt* 
as  possible  from  every  such  external  in« 
fluence' 

17.— ''That  the  offices,  commissions, 
and  emoluments,  the  power,  rank,  digni- 
ties, and  other  advantages,  which  are  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  constitute  so 
many  instruments  of  temptatinn,  by  which 
the  members  of  this  House  are  exposed 
to  be  seduced  from  their  duty,  and  induc- 
ed to  sacrifice  the  general  interest  of 
the  people,  to  the  particular  interest,  or 
supposed  interest  of  the  Crown,  its  ser- 
vants, and  their  adherents* 

18.—*'  That  aa  this  House  is  now  con- 
stituted, a  large  proportiim  of  the  mem« 
bera  thereof  obtain  their  seats  by  the  ap- 
pointment or  favour  of  particular  indivi- 
duals without  being  elected,  or  at  least  with- 
out being  freely  elected  by  any  part  of  the 
people ;  and  that  such  members  are  con- 
tinually exposed  to  be  seduced  from  their 
duty,  and  induced  to  aacrifice  the  general 
interest  of  the  people,  to  their  particular 
interests  of  their  respective  patrons. 

19.—*'  That  forasmuch  as  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  cannot  be  exercised  and 
made  productive  of  its  natural  eflfect, 
without  counteracting  and  overpowering 
the  influence  of  the  people  in  the  breattt 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  so  as  to 
engage  them  to  make  continual  sacrifice 
of  the  interest  of  the  people  to  the  sepa- 
rate interests  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown 
and  their  adherenta;  such  influence  mav 
with  truth  and  propriety,  be  termed  a  ai- 
Dtster  influence. 

20.—*'  That  pariiamentary  patronage 
not  only  prevents  or  interrupts  compre- 
hensive, free  and  eoual  sufirage,  whereby 
alone  the  sense  of  the  people  can  be  made 
known,  but  operates  en  the  one  hand  aa  a 
perpetual  inducement  to  the  servants  of 
the  Crown  to  favour  the  individuals  who 
ere  possessed  thereof,  at  the  expense  and 
io  the  prejudice  of  the  people ;  and  on  the 
other  hand  as  a  perpetual  temptation  te 
those  iodividuala  to  maintain  and  increase 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  from  which 
they  may  expect  to  derive  benefit  for 
themaelvet  and  their  connexiont. 

91. -.M  That  by  a  reaolution  petted  en 
the  6th  of  April  1780,  it  wat  declared  by 
thli  HoQte,  *  Chat  the  influence  of  tlie 
*  Crewo  had  increased,  wat  increatingaod 
<  ought  to  be  dimnl^ed.* 

>«•  That  aince  that  time  the  influ- 
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ence  of  the  Crown  has  been  greatif  in- 
ipreasedi  on  the  one  hand  by  the  increase 
of  the  public  debt  in  respect  of  the  taxes 
raised  for  paying  the  interest  thereof^  and 
the  profitable  patronage  and  power  exer- 
cised in  relation  to  the  several  offices  and 
commissions  necessary  for  the  collection 
of  those  taxes :  and  on  the  other  hand  by 
the  increase  of  the  standing  army,  in  re- 
spect of  the  patronage  ana  power  exer- 
cised in  relation  to  the  offices  and  com- 
missions thereunto  belonging,  and  the 
means  of  employing  that  same  power  to 
stifle  the  voice  and  destroy  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

23<-«-^'  That  forasmuch  as  no  adequate 
diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
pan  now  be  effiectedi  the  only  resource 
which  remains  is  to  correct  this  influence 
by  a  counterforce  consisting  of  the  influ- 
^oe  of  the  people. 

24.— <*  That  this  House  taking  into 
consideration  the  gracious  intentions  so 
pften  expressed  bjr  his  majesty,  parti- 
cularly calls  to  mind  the  speech  deli- 
vered on  the  5th  of  December,  1782,  in 
which  his  majesty,  speaking  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  after  declaring 
it  to  b|e  the  fixed  object  of  his  heart  to 
fnake  the  general  good,  and  true  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  the  invariable  rule  of  his 
conduct,  waspleasedtosay,<'Toinsurethe 

*  full  advantage  of  a  government  conduct- 
f  ^d  on  such  principle^  depends  on  your  tern- 

*  per,  your  wisdom,  your  disinterestedness 

*  collectively  and  individually,«^my  people 
f  expect  those  qualifications  of  you,  ana  I 
<  caU  for  them  :'-»and  again,  the  speech 
delivered  on  the  19th  m  May,  1?84»  m 
which!  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  say, 
f  You  will  find  me  always  desirous  tocon- 
'  cur  withyouin  suchmeasures  as  may. be  of 

*  lasting  benefit  u>  my  people,— '][  have  no 

*  wish  but  to  consult  their  prosperity' :  and 
again  the  speech  delivered  on  the  25th  of 
January,  1785»  in  which  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  say,   <  You  may  at  all  times 

*  depend  on  my  hearty  concurrence  in 
^  every  measure  which  can  tend  to  aUevi- 

*  ate  our  national  burthens,  to  secure  the 
'  true  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  to 
c  promote  the  general  welfare  of  my  peo«- 
ple. 

2^. — '<  That  this  House  taking  also  into 
consideration  the  gracious  disposition  of 
bis  rpyal  hkhness  the  Prince  Ilegent,  as- 
suref  itself  with  the  fullest  confidence, 
that  his  Rpyal  Highness,  acting  in  ,t)ie 
name  and  on  th^  behalf  of  hia  majesty 
will  be  pleased  to  vouchsafe  his  sanction 


to  ail  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
for  placing  the  influence  of  his  majesty's 
people  in  this  House  on  a  firm  and  unal- 
teraolc  footing.  v 

26.—"  That  therefore  this  House  pro- 
ceeding on  the  principles  above  declared, 
is  resolved  to  make  one  great  sacrifice  of 
all  separate  and  particular  interests,  and  to 
proceed  to  establish  a  comprehensive  and 
consistent  plan  of  reform;  in  virtue 
whereof,  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  may  be  fairly  and  truly  repre- 
sented in  this  House;  and,  in  order  to 
that  end,  this  House  does  hereby  de- 
clare;— 

I.-— That  it  isexpedientand  necessary  to 
admit  to'  a  participation  in  the  election 
Buffirage,  all  such  persons  as  being  of  the 
male  sex,  of  inature  age,  and  of  sound 
mind,  shall,  during  a  determinate  time  an- 
tecedent to  the  day  of  election,  have  been 
resident  either  as  house-holders  or  inmates 
witliin  the  district  or  place  in  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  vote. 

U.— That  the  territory  of  Great  Brin 
tain  and  Ireland  taken  together  ough( 
to  be  divided  into  658  election  districts, 
as  nearly  equal  to  each  other  in  popular 
tion  as  consistently  with  local  convenience 
they  may  be :  and,  that  each  such  election 
district  ought  to  return  one  representative 
and  no  more. 

III.O— That  for  the  prevention  of  unne- 
cessary delay,  vexation,  and  expense,  as 
well  as  of  fraud,  violence,  disorder,  and 
void  electioni^  the  election  in  each  dis* 
trict  ought  to  be  begun  and  ended  on 
the  same  day,  and  Uiat  day  ought  to 
be  th^  sam/^  for  all  the  districts;  and 
that  for  this  purpose  not  only  the  proof 
of  title,  but  also  every^  operation  re* 
quiring  more  time  than  is  necessary  for 
we  delivery  pf  the  vote,  ought  to  be  ac» 
compllsheaon  some  da^,  or  davs^antece* 
dent  to  the  day  of  election,  and  that  the 
title  to  a  .^ote  uiould  be  the  same  for  every 
elector,  and  so  ^impb  as  not  to  be  subject 
to  difpute. 

I V,«— pChat  for  the  more  effisctually  se» 
curine  the  attainment  of  the  above  objecta 
the  eleotipn  djstriclls  ought  to  be  8ub«di- 
vioed  into  aub'djstrjlcts,  for  the  receptiott 
of  votes,  iu,  fuch  nun^ber  and  situations 
as  lpcal.cQ;(inrQnienQe  may  require. 
^  V.~That  for  securing  the  freedom  of 
election  thf  inpde  of  voting  ought  to  be 
by  ballot^  . 

VL-*Tha(  for  the  more  effectually  se» 
curipg.Ui^.uni^of  will  and  opinion,  at 
bstw^QA.)l^«{R^^«  ^  tMir  rfpreseota* 
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thres,  a  firesh  election  of  the  tnemben  of 
this  House  ought  to  take  place,  once  in 
every  year  at  the  least;  saving  to  the 
Crown  its  prerogatiTO  of  dissolving  psrlia- 
ments  at  any  tiipe,  and  thereupon  after 
the  necessary  interval,  summoning  a  fresh 
parliament." 
The  first  Resolution  beinff  pot, 
Lord  Cochrane  seconded  the  motion. 
In  what  he  had  to  say,  he  did  not  pre* 
sume  to  think  that  he  could  add  to  the 
able  arguments  of  his  hon.  friend,  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  distinctly  to  declare 
his  opinions  on  the  subject.  When  he  re* 
collected  all  the  proceedings  of  that 
House,  and  more  especially,  when  he  re- 
collected the  recent  rejection  of  the  mo- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  the  Septennial  act, 
he  confessed  that  he  did  not  entertain 
much  hope  of  a  favourable  result  to  the 

E resent  motion ;  and  he  considered  it  as 
eneficial,  principally  as  an  exhibition  of 
sound  principles,  and  as  showing  the 
neople  for  what  they  ought  to  petition. 
He  would,  perhaps,  be  told,  it  was  un- 
parliamentaiy  to  say  that  there  were  any 
representatives  of  the  people  in  that 
House  who  had  sold  themselves  to  the 
purposes  and  views  of  any  set  of  men  in 
power ;  but  the  history  of  the  degenerate 
senate  of  that  once  free  people  the 
Romans,  would  serve  to  show  how  far 
corruption  might  make  inroads  upon 
public  virtue  or  patriotism.  The  tyranny 
inflicted  on  the  Roman  people,  and  man- 
kind generally,  under  the  shape  of  acts  of 
the  Koman  senate,  would  ever  prove  a 
useful  memento  to  nations  which  had  any 
freedom  to  lose.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
prophecy  when  our  case  wotild  be  assimi- 
lated to  theirs ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that 
those  who  were  the  slaves  to  a  despotic 
monarch,  were  far  less  reprehensible  for 
their  actions,  than  those  who  voluntarily 
sold  themselves,  when  they  had  the  means 
of  remaining  free.  He  gave  his  general 
and  unequivocal  assent  to  the  resolutions 

I>roposed  by  his  hon.  friend.  They  were, 
n  his  opinion,  such  as  the  House  ought 
to  receive  and  agree  to.  And  here,  as 
probably  it  might  be  the  last  time  he  should 
ever  have  the  honour  of  addre^ssing  the 
House  on  any  subject— [Here  the  noble 
lord  was  so  overpowered  by  his  feelings  ns 
not  to  be  able  to  proceed  for  some  seconds.] 
---As  this,  he  continued,  might  be  the  last 
time  he  should  have  the  honour  of  ad- 
dressing the  House,  ho  was  anxious  to 
•late  to  them  what  bts  opinions  were  of 
their  conduct.    It  was  dow  nearly  eleven 


years  since  he  had  had  the  lionour  of  a- 
seat  in  the  House,  and  since  then  th^re 
had  been  very  few  acts  of  thein  in  Whicb 
he  could  agree  with  the  opinions  of  the 
majority.    To  say  that  these  acta  were 
contrary  to  Justice  would  not  be  parUa- 
mentary.    He  would  not  even  ^o  into  Uie 
inquiry  whether  they  tended  to  Uie  national 
good  or  not ;  but  he  would  merely  appeal 
to  the  feelings  of  the  landholders  present-* 
he  would  appeal  to  the  knowledge  of 
those  members  who   were  engaged   In 
commerce,  and  ask  them,  whether  the 
acts  of  the  legislative  body  had  not  been 
of  a  description,  during  the  late  war,  that 
would,  if  not  for  the  thnely  intervention 
of  the  use  of  machinery,  have  sent  thia 
nation  to  total  ruin?   The  country  was 
burthened  to  a  degree  which,  but  for  that 
intervention,  it  would  have  been  impose 
sible  for  the  people  to  bear.    The  cause 
of  these  measures  having  such  an  effect 
upon  the  countiy,  had  been  examined| 
and   gone  into   by  his  hon.  colleague.  ^ 
They  were  to  be  traced  to  that  patronaee 
and  influence  which  a  number  or  powertnl 
individuals  possessed  over  the  nomination 
of  a  great  proportion  of  the  members  of 
that  House ;  a  power  which,  devolving  on 
a  few,  became  thereby  the  more  liable  tQ 
be  affected  by  the  influence  of  the  Crown ; 
and  which  had,  in  fact,  been  rendered 
almost  entirelv  subservient  to  that  influ« 
ence.    To  reform  the  abuses  which  arose 
ou^  of  this  sjrstera  was  the  object  of  his 
hon.  friend's  motion.    He  would  not,  he 
could  not  anticipate  the  success  of  that 
motion ;  but  he  would  say,  as  had  been 
before  said  by  the  great  Chatham,  the 
father  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  if  the  House  did 
not  teform  itself  from  within,  it  would  be 
reformed  with  a  vengeance  from  without. 
The  people  would  take  the  subject  up, 
and  a  reform  would  take  place  which 
would  make  many  members  regret  their 
apathy  in   refusing   that   reform   which 
might  be  rendered  efficient  and  perma- 
nent.   But  unfortunately,  in  the  present 
formation  of  the  House,*  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  from  within  no  reform  could  be 
expected ;  and  for  the  truth  of  this  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  experience  of  the  nearly  100 
members  who  were  then  present,  nearly 
600  being  absent;  he  appealed  to  their 
experience,  whether  they  ever  knew  of 
any  one  instance  where  any,  petition  of 
the  people  for  reform  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, or  any  redress  afforded  in  con« 
sequence  of  such  petition  ?   This  he  re- 
grettedi  because  he  foresaw  the  conse* 
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ouenoe  whieh  would  necenarily  result 
mm  iu  He  did  trust  and  hope  that, 
before  it  was  too  late,  some  measures 
would  be  adopted  for  redressing  the 
grievances  of  tne  people ;  for  certain  be 
was,  that  unless  some  measures  were 
taken  to  stop  those  feelings  which  the 
people  entertained  towards  that  House, 
and  to  restore  their  confidence  in  it,  they 
would  one  day  have  ample  cause  to  re* 
pent  the  line  of  conduct  they  had  pur- 
sued. Those  gentlemen  who  now  sat  on 
the  benches  opposite  with  su^  triumphant 
feelings,  would  one  day  repent  their  con- 
duct. The  commotions  to  which  that 
conduct  would  inevitably  give  rise  would 
shake  not  only  that  House,  but  the  whole 
government  and  frame  of  society  to  its 
foundations.  He  had  been  actuated  by  a 
wish  to  prevent  this,  and  he  had  had  no 
other  intention.  He  would  not  trespass 
]onp;er  on  their  time.  The  situation 
which  he  had  held  for  eleven  years  in  that 
House,  he  owed  to  the  favour  of  the 
electors  of  Westminster.  The  feelings  of 
his  heart  were  gratified  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  acted  towards  him.  [  Here 
the  noble  lord  spoke  with  great  agitation, 
and  the  House  seemed  to  sympathise 
with  his  feelings].  They  had  rescued 
him  from  a  desperate  and  wicked  con- 
spiracy, which  had  nearly  involved  him  in 
total  ruin.  He  forgave  those  who  had 
so  done,  and  he  hoped  when  they  went  to 
their  graves  they  would  be  equally  able 
to  forgive  themselves.  All  this  was  foremen 
to  the  subject  before  the  House  -but  be 
trusted  they  would  forgive  him— [Hear, 
hearl].  He  would  not  trespass  upon 
their  time  longer  now«->perhaps  never 
again  on  any  subject.  He  hoped  that  his 
majesty's  ministers  would  takemtotheirse- 
rious  consideration  what  he  had  now  said. 
He  did  not  utter  it  with  any  feelings  of  hos- 
tility. Such  feelings  had  now  iefl  him ; 
but  he  trusted  they  would  take  his  warn- 
ing, and  save  the  country,  by  abandon- 
ing the  present  system  before  it  was  too 
late. 
Mr.  Brougham^  said,  that  though  it  was 

*  As  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Brougham  on 
this  occasion  was  deemed  of  peculiar 
importance  in  a  party  view,  and  with 
respect  to  the  line  taken  by  the  Whigs 
on  the  question  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
it  was  hoped  he  might  have  been  able  to 
print  a  corrected  account  of  it.  But  we 
understand  that  it  was  made  unexpectedly, 
without  any  previous  iotention  of  speaking 


f%ur  from  his  intentions  to  support  the  mo- 
tion of  his  honourable  frienu,  he  could  not 
withhold  his  tribute  to  the  merits  of  the 
very  learned  and  able  speech  with  which 
he  had  introduced  his  resolutions.  But, 
differing,  as  he  did,  from  his  honourable 
friend,  and  being  most  averse  to  that 
universal  sufirage-^that  ilisconnexion  of 
franchise  and  property  which  was  the 
object  of  these  resolutions,  he  was  anxious 
to  state  a  few  of  the  reasons  on  which 
that  aversion  was  founded.  He  was 
anxious  to  state  also,  that  he  felt  no 
manner  of  disrespect  towards  those  persons 
— in  that  House,  where  they  were  few  in 
numbers,  and  out  of  doors,  where  they 
were  numerous — who,  he  knew,  conscien- 
tiously entertained  the  same  opinions  with 
his  honourable  friend.  Far  be  it  from  hiia 
to  view  with  levity,  or  to  treat  with  ridi- 
cule, opinions  which  were  conscientiously 
held  by  a  ereat  body  of  people  in  this 
country.  He  considered  the  people  who 
entertained  these  opinions  to  t>e  misled ;. 
he  believed  them  to  have  been  misled, 
partly  from  not  having  duly  weighed  and 
thoroughly  sifted  the  question,  and  partly 
by  the  writings  and  speeches  of  those  who 
had  also  not  weiehed  and  sifted  the  ques- 
tion with  a  due  degree  of  attention. ,  But 
to  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  did  lie  im- 
pute any  but  the  most  upright  motives^ 
though  he  differed  from  them  in  their  con- 
clusions ;  and  he  claimed  from  them  the 
same  degree  of  charity  whicb  he  was  sa 
willing  to  extend  to  them.  And  he  made 
a  claim  on  the  candour  of  the  worthy 
baronet  in  particular  with  the  more  con- 
fidence to  extend  to  him  this  charity; 
for,  if  he  was  not  deceived,  the  worthy 
baronet's  own  conversion  to  the  doctrine 
of  universal  suffrage,  at  least  in  the  degree 
in  which  he  had  now  avowed  it;  was  but 
of  recent  date  [Here  sir  F.  Burdett  in- 
timated his  dissent] .  He  begged  his  hon*. 
friend's  pardon,  but  he  had  understood  so 
much  from  a  noble  friend  of  his,  who  waa 
friendly  to  moderate  reform;  that  this 
was  the  first  time  on  which  his  boo.  friend 
had  advocated  universal  suffrage,  and  that 
he  had  formerly  protested  against  it ;  and 
certainly  his  own  recollection  rather  fa- 
voured that  opinioQ.  But  however  that 
might  be,  he  needed  only  to  sppea^to  the 
candour  of  his  honourable  friend  (thouffh 
he  had  not  the  claim  on  him  now  of  hold- 


having  been  entertained  by  him  ;^  so  that 
he  could  not  comply  with  the  wish  geae^ 
rally  expressed* 
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ing  thoie  opinions  which  his  honourable 
friend  himself  once  held)  to  be  aisured  of 
a  liberal  construction  of  his  conduct ;  he 
should  still  claim  his  indulgence  for  the 
difference  of  opinion  which  existed  on  this 
subject  between  them— an  indulgence 
which,  on  his  part»  he  freely  granted  to 
the  hon.  baronet^  and  to  those  who  be- 
lieved with  him/ 

One  of  his  principal  objects  in  rising 
was,  that  it  might  not  be  supposed 
because  he  was  hostile  to  that  mode  of 
reform  which  the  hon.  baronet  proposed, 
that  he  was  therefore  averse  to  the 
ffeneral  principle  of  reform  altogether. 
Nothing  was  more  erroneous  than  to  sup- 
pose»  that  because  a  roan  refused  to  sup- 
port  the  one  he  must  therefore  be  adverse 
to  the  other.  He  professed  himself  to  be 
an  advocate  for  reform,  but  it  was,  though 
.  in  his  opinion  an  efficient,  yet  a  moderate 
one,  when  compared  with  the  plan  which 
the  House  had  just  heard.  While  he  en- 
tered this  protest  against  the  conclusions 
of  his  honourable  friend,  he  agreed  with 
him  in  opinion  respecting  the  conduct  of 
those  who  treated  with  contempt  every  kind 
of  reform,  merely  because  it  was  reform. 
.  If  he  had  to  deal  with  those  people,  he 
would  only  appeal  to  the  conduct  of  par- 
liament itself,  particularly  during  the  last 
20  years.  Those  who  argued  that  all  re- 
form whatever  would  lead  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  they  who  pro- 
fessed themselves  such  enemies  to  the 
▼ery  name  of  reform— had  been,  in  prac- 
tice, in  parliament  itself  the  greatest  of 
all  reformers.  They  or  their  ctiUeagues 
in  Ireland,  had  altered  the  qualifications 
of  electors,  had  changed  the  elective  frnn- 
chise— they  had  let  in  one  class  of  electors 
to-day,  and  they  had  let  in  another  class 
to-morrow.  They  had  proceeded  through 
a  long  course  of  changes  all  eminently 
.entitled  to  the  name  of  parliamentary 
reform,  and  had  only  atopped  when  they 
terminated  their  career  by  a  parliamen- 
tary revolution— the  annihilation  of  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  by  the  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms  —  a  measure  for  which 
he  was  cordially  thankful;  although  he 
could  not  approve  of  the  means  by 
which  it  had  been  effected;  for  that 
Bieasure  had  been,  perhaps,  more  bene- 
ficial to  the  empire  than  all  the  more  bane- 
ful acts  of  the  individuals  by  whom  it  had 
been  accomplished,  had  been  injurious  to 
it  StilJ,  though  this  was  a  measure  most 
beneficial  to  the  country— for  be  was  con- 
vinced that  no  measure  W0a  ever  fraught 

(VOL.XXXVIU.) 


with  more  advantage  to  both  islands,  or 
tended  more  to  their  mutual  strength  and 
prosperity, — it  was  impossible  to  deny  that 
It  was  one  of  the  greatest  changes  in  the 
internal  policy  and  parliamentary  consti* 
tution  of  this  country  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  constitution  had  assumed 
Its  present  shape.  He,  therefore,  pro- 
tested  against  considering  all  reform  as  a 
dangerous  innovation,  in  the  sense  of  a  re* 
volution,  which  put  in  jeopardy  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

He  came  now  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  train  of  argument  by  which  his 
honourable  friend  had  supported  this 
motion.  If  he  came  into  the  House 
with  his  mind  prejudiced  against  the 
question,  those  arguments  which  he  had 
heard  in  support  of  it  had  certainly  not 
removed  his  prepossessions.  He  had 
often  heard  his  hon.  friend  argue  most 
conclusively,  but  he  begged  to  be  allowed 
to  say,  without  any  disrespect,  that  never 
were  arguments  more  inconclusive  tlian 
those  which  had  been  used  by  his  hon. 
friend  on  the  present  occasion.  The  hon* 
baronet,  in  his  elaborately  reasoned  reso-* 
lutions,  had  confined  himself  to  one 
species  of  authority,  not  founded  on  the 
Statute  Bock— not  derived  from  Magna 
Chart  a— which  did  not  rest  on  the  dicta  of 
any  of  the  judges,  or  on  the  re^tolutiona 
of  this  or  the  other  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture, or  even  on  the  Itiamed  treatises  which 
his  hon.  friend  had  so  often  referred  uh 
such  as  Mr.  Prynne's  and  othera,  but  a 
species  of  authority,  which  ranked  in 
his  estimation  lower  than  the  least,  the 
speeches  from  the  throne,  from  the  reiga 
of  James  Ist,  that  model  of  a  constitutional 
monarch,  down  to  the  very  happy,  or  at 
least  the  very  long  reign  of  his  present 
majesty.  With  the  omission  of  George  1st, 
his  hon.  friend  had  shown  that  all  those 
princes  had  recommended  certain  princi- 
ples The  first  of  these  was  so  sel f-evident» 
that  it  recommended  itself,  and  he  would 
even  admit  the  king's  speeches  as  an  autho- 
rity for  it,  low  as  he  rated  that  species  of 
authority.  That  proposition  was,  that  no 
adequate  security  for  good  government 
could  be  obtained,  but  by  means  of,  and  in 
proportion  to,  the  consmuni  ty  of  interest  be- 
tween the  governors  and  governed.  But  this 
was  a  principle  which  no  man  ever  doubted. 
If  all  their  majesties,  of  happy  memorv» 
and  all  other  royal  personages  had'  held 
their  peace  upon  the  subject,  no  one 
would  ever  have  doubted  the  propriety 
and  the  necessity  of  having  the  interest  H 
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tke  flovttreign  blended  widi  llist  of  fait 
subjects,  in  order  to  inmire  the  jufety  and  { 
proeperkj  oi  the  state.  The  proposition 
was  indeed  self-evidentf  although  some  of 
those  priaces,  whose  speeches  his  honour- 
ftbie  friend  had  quoted,  had  neverthdess 
cared  but  Jittle  for  the  happiness  of  the 
people.  When  they  said,  that  the  happi- 
Biess  of  the  people  and  thoir  ovn  were  in- 
separid))y  united,  thejr  did  not  sincerely 
bcMere  it,  but  said  ao  merely  from  cour- 
tesy. It  was  nothing  but  the  language  of 
courtesy  to  the  people,  when  they  were 
fsOBoIng  to  them  for  a  supply  of  money. 
But  with  respect  to  the  propositions  in 
fkvoHr  of  annual  parliaments  and  universal 
auftrage,  in  attempting  to  support  them 
by  the  authority  of  king's  speeches,  his 
honourable  friend  would  allow  him  to  say, 
that  he  had  not  acted  with  his  uuiai  can- 
dour, but  had  perverted  a  little  those 
royal  documents.  Becaut^e  it  was  said  in 
a  speech  from  the  throne,  that  his  ou^esty 
was  happy  to  meet  the  repreaentattves  of 
the  people  in  a  new  parliament,  this,  ac- 
cording to  his  honourable  friend,  was  a 
proof  that  the  king  was  a  friend  of  fre- 
quent elections.  It  was  marvellous,  how- 
ever, that  the  date  of  the  new  pariiament 
should  always  be  uiif.  or  seven  years  after 
the  date  or  the  old.  This  showed  that 
kinffs,  if  they  really  had  such  an  ardent 
denre  for  frequent  parliaments,  indulged 
more  temperately  in  that  than  they  were 
supposed  to  do  in  many  other  of  their 
incimations.  He  was  afraid  that  in 
taking  this  language  as  fiivourable  to 
frequent  parliaments,  his  hon.  friend. 
In  the  language  of  the  schools,  had  un- 
derstood it  secundum  modum  redpUntist 
according  to  the  sense  of  the  hearer,  and 
not  in  the  sense  of  those  who  uttered  it. 
He  was  astonished  that  among  all  those 
speeches  of  princes,  his  hon.  friend  did 
not  mention  a  much  more  remarkable  do- 
eument  thanany  of  them,  the  speech  which 
lord  Chatham  put  into  the  mouth  of  the 
present  king  on  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
and  which,  in  his  mind,  was  worth  all  the 
authorities  which  he  had  brought  forward. 
In  that  speech  his  majesty  was  made  to 
say,  that  he  was  bom  a  Briton,  and  that 
he  should  ever  deem  it  his  proudest  satis- 
liiction  to  be  the  first  citizen  of  a  free 
people.  But  all  these  speeches  from  the 
throne  were  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
composition  of  the  king's  ministers,  and 
they  were  always  viewed  and  treated 
as  such  by  parliament.  The  addresses, 
'  whkh  echoed  back  the  tale,  were  never 


nodevsteod  to  pledj^  any  member  «f  Aat 
House  to  any  particuhr  vote  vifmk  the 
many  questions  that  arose  ta  the  couiie  ef 
the  session.  A  king's  speech  was  osaally 
known  as  a  vague  unmeaning  geaeml 
composition,  in  which  as  little  as  possible 
was  to  be  said  in  a  larce  number  of  eivtt 
and  soundine  phrases.  Mr.  Windham  bad 
once  shown  his  opinion  of  such  composi- 
tions when  in  alluding  to  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  much  employed  in  preparfaqg 
royal  speeches,  and  who  was  himsdf  one 
of  the  most  skilful  as  well  as  eloquent  ef 
ministerial  orators,  he  exclaimed,  **  I 
verily  believe  he  could  speak  a  king^a 
speech  off-hand." 

His  hon.  friend  had  endeavoured  tt> 
show  that  annual  parliaments  and  univer- 
sal sufirage  were  the  ancient  law  of  par- 
liament, though  he  had  admitted  that  it 
was  not  alone  sufficient  to  prove  their  an- 
tiquity ;  and  as  he  agreed  with  him  that 
it  was  no  argusaeot  in  ftvour  of  universal 
sttftage  or  annual  parliaments  in  the  pre- 
sent day  to  show  that  universal  suffrage 
and  annual  parh'amenta  were  formerly  tbe 
law  of  the  country,  he  should  hold,  there- 
fore, that  even  were  this  so,  the  ease  stHl 
remained  to  be  proved.  The  hon.  baro- 
net, however,  said  he  adduced  authorMes 
to  show  that  such  was  the  ancient  law  ef 
parliament,  not  with  the  view  of  propoeiBg 
that  this  law  should  be  revived,  merely 
because  it  was  ancient,  but  to  show  that 
it  was  not  that  visionary  doctrine  which 
it  was  said  to  be  by  the  anta^nists  of 
that  doctrine.  He  would  admit,  that  if 
his  honourable  ftiend  proved  thiS|  he 
would  prove  that  the  doctrine  was  not  a 
novelty ;  but  he  denied  that  it  followed, 
that  the  doctrine  was  not  visionary ;  be- 
cause it  might  still  be  one  ef  the  mott 
visionary  doctrines  that  ever  entered  into 
the  brains  of  a  projector,  thouph  anniMd 
parliaments  ana  universal  suffrages  for- 
merly were  the  ancient  law,  to  introduce 
them  at  present,  if  they  were  not  adapted 
to  the  present  state  of  things.  Suppose 
he  proposed  that  they  should  return  to 
the  savage  state,  which  was  still  more 
ancient*— it  was  not  indeed  so  old  as  the 
Creation,  but  it  was  very  old — the  Goldeii 
Age  was  still  older.  Suppose  he  proposed 
a  return  to  domestic  slavery,  which  was 
very  ancient.— 'However,  as  this  was  a 
tender  subject  with  many  memben,  he 
would  not  touch  on  it.  But,  suppose  he 
proposed  a  return  to  yillatnage,  where 
^•Srds  if  not  half  of  the  people  were  at^ 
taohed  to  the  soili  this  would  not  be 
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mmf^t  but  it  would  ttHl  be  at  TiMoary 
^ke  could  not  change  the  epithet)  as  thai 
ior  #hich  maay  penons  now  coBtendcd« 
His  hen.  iiieoawat  fond  of  quoting  Magna 
Charm ;  but  he  was  rather  nofottunate  in 
Ibe  chapter  freaa  which  he  had  made  hia 
quotation  on  fthia  occasion;  forthever^ 
aeeond  word  of  the  paisage  carried  in  it 
a  rafatatienrof  the  doctrine  it  wat  cited 
W  tUMort.  The  weeds  were  "  NuUus 
iibet  homo  empiakir^  &c."  The  first  word 
jvotfai^he  would  adnat  proved  nothing; 
bat  then  came  the  aecood  Jjito'-^i^k  was  not 
mlUu  komo,  but  the  epithet  ^  Uber " 
waa  added  to  qualify  and  linnt  the  ex« 

Kiooy  thereby  to  recall  to  his  hen. 
Fs  recollectioni  if  he  had  forgotten 
it»  that,  in  those  pare  times  of  the  conn 
atitatioo^  whan  the  monarchy  was  in  all  ita 
spfendoiy  vtspected  abroad  as  it  was  united 
at  home»  having  recently  emerged^  by- 
the-^»  from  a  aevea»'fold  dinsion— in  the 
days  when  there  were  no  rotten  boroi^sv 
no  corrupt  elections,  no  circumscnbed 
aaftages,  idien    parliaments   were    not 
meitaly  annual,  but  when  there  were  some- 
tiuses»  more  than   three  of  them  in  one 
jear— 'in  that  golden  age  of  the  constitu- 
liaion    (unless   the  lustre  of  the  meta^ 
was  impaired  in   its  progresa  iVom  the 
beptarehy    so    the    peri^    of    Magna 
Charta)»  it  appeared   from  this  chapter 
of  Magna  Chaicta»  that  liberty  was  only 
siiowed  to  these  who  had  property  in 
asciiy  instead  of  behig  the  property  of 
men.   Absurdi  visionary,  and  even  detest* 
aible»  as  a  proposition  to* veiurn  to  estate 
of  slavery  was^  every  learned  man,  a  great 
patriot,  and  one  of  the  most  ardent  and 
rfneere  fsiends  ef  liberty  that  ever  lived** 
Mr.  Fletcher,  ef  Saltoun— had  proposed, 
in  that  parliament,  i»  i^ich  he  was  a  con* 
alanfe  and  strenuous  advocate  for  populsr 
dghca^  as  a  relief  fior  the  state  ofmendi- 
city  which  then  existed  in  Scotland,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  diould  return 
to  Che  Greek  and  Roman  practice  ef  do* 
osestic  shmry.    Mir.  Fletcher  supported 
bit  proposition  by  the  same  arguments 
vrhich  his  hen.  Mend- had  used  in  support 
of  hiadoctrineof  universalanffiragcnamely, 
that  it  was  an  old  practice  of  the  ooontry. 
Ua  did  not  mean  that  the  hon.  baronet 
wias  likely  to  make  any  proposition  cjuite 
an  extravagant,  but  it  showed  how  chune» 
liaal  Ida  aigument  waa. 

But  ke  was  at  isauewith  his  konwuT' 
sUei  flseod^  oor  meiely  as  to  argnment,. 
bstt^lAlhe  fiml.  Adnaltingdieihcl,  he 
fafdi  hitkarte  dasMb  the  infinenoe ;.  boi^ 


now  kcdcuM  thelact  Hewas  certamhr 
eonviacsd  of  the  naked  fact,  so  ftr  aa  il 
related  to  the  mere  duration  of  parliaments* 
The  stream  of  authorities  set  directly  in 
favour  of  those  who  maintaiaed  that  the 
praotioe  had  been  to  assemble  parliaments 
once  a  year-^^nay,  that  there  were  even 
instances  of  parlisments  oftener  than  once 
a  year.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  an  advo« 
Gate  for  shortening  the  duration  of  patiiai* 
meats  ■  he  wm  even  much  inclined  to  the 
opinion  of  those  who  were  for  limiting  the 
duratioo  of  parliaments  to  the  shortest 
term.  But  supposing  he  absented  to  this, 
he  Aould  hardly  think  it  fair  or  reasonable, 
on  thegreond  of  there  having  been.  Salon 
or  Norman  parliaments,  which  only  Issted 
a  lew  days,  and  that  the  usual  practice 
iff»  thoae  timea  was  annual  parliaments, 
to  maintain,  that  therefore  it  should  be 
held,  that  annual-  parliamenta  were  ac« 
cording  to  the  strict  latter  of  theconstito^ 
tion;  For  auppoaing  he  assented  to 
the  fact,  en  examination  it  would  be 
found  an  authority  more  in  name  than 
in  reality.  At  that  time  it  was  neces- 
sary to  compel  men  to  serve  in  parli»- 
ment,  and  to  indemnify  them  by  wages. 
To  what  purpose,  then,  waa  all'  the  uselcw 
lumber  of  learning  connected  with  ^Em 
aubject  brought  foiward  ?  Parliament  saa 
only  a  few  dwva:  no  reguhUr  semion  had 
ever  been  held.  They  were  called  at  the 
will  of  the  prince  for  a  few  days  to  anawer 
his  purpose,  but  there  was  no  defined  time 
for  their  being  continued  together,  nor 
any  lined  period  when  their  labours  shouUI 
tetminate,  and  a  new  election  be  had* 
Upon  a  careful  and  attentive  investigatioor 
of  the  subject,  be  was  satisfied  thai  al* 
though  the  practice  wea  to  elect  annuallyp* 
that  it  waa  not  the  low;  and  that  thero 
«i«s  nothing  to  prevent  the  same  pailil^ 
ment  from  sitting  more  than*  one  year,  i£ 
the  king,  had  been  so  disposed. 

With  respect  to  universal  sufirage,  hia 
hen.  friend'  was  a  little  more  presaed  bit 
authorities.  Here  the  royal  orationa' 
failed  hinu  Large  and  co|iious  as  that 
stream  of  authority  had  been  when  it 
only  was  brought  to  prove  such  generali* 
tier  m  that  the  ruler  is  interest^  in  hia 
people'a  happioeaa,  it  soon  dwindled  ae 
the  application  to  the  present  question  be 
came  closer,  and  when  the  extension  of  the 
frsnchise  was  the  point,  it  trickled  an  im* 
perceptible  rill.  But  he  would  venture  to 
say,tliatthea«tkority  of  thekiag's  speechea 
with  vpfaickhe  had  garnished  his  resolutions, 
waa  not  moae  flimsgr  than  the  qnotationa 
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from  the  old  writs  with  which  he  had 
garnished  his  speech.  He  said,  that  the 
words  "  all  freeholders  summoned  to  the 
court,  and  others,''  could  only  be  inter- 
preted to  mean  all  persons  whatever. 
This  was  no  great  compliment  to  the  pre- 
cision of  our  ancestors,  who,  his  hon. 
friend  would  have  it,  were  more  verbose 
and  circumlocutory  than  the  draughtsmen 
of  bills  in  the  present  day.  He  here  made 
them  use  eight  doubtful  words  instead 
of  one,  respecting  which  there  could 
have  been  no  difficulty— eiglit  equiva- 
lent words,  instead  of  the  sinele.  and 
simple  word  <<  all.''  The  courts  oflaw  had 
laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  when  in  any 
law  there  was  a  particular  description 
followed  by  a  general  term,  the  interpre- 
tation should  be,  not  according  to  the 
general  term,  but  according  to  the  pre- 
vious particular  description.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Blackstone,  whose  authority 
in  this  respect,  though  unfortunately 
Biodern,  had  at  least  equal  weight  with 
the  authority  of  the  king's  speeches 
quoted  by  his  hon.  friend. — The  hon. 
baronet  then  went  to  the  original  language 
of  parliamentary  writs ;  and  finding  one 
word  in  three  tongues,  he  pressed  each 
version,  with  a  synonyme  in  one  of  those 
tongues,  as  so  many  several  arguments  in 
his  favour.  But  not  one  of  the  varieties 
carried  him  a  single  step  beyond  the 
ordinary  English  expression.  The  words 
*  plebs,''  <<  vulgus,"  <*  commonaut6,"  and 
**  commonalty,"  might  be  construed  as  the 
hon.  baronet  chose  ;  but  they  left  the  ques- 
tion of  universal  sufirage  just  where  they 
found  it.  '<  These  terms,''  said  his  hon. 
friend,  "surely  comprehend  all  persons, 
and  therefore  universal  suSrage  was  the 
ancient  law.''  But  had  his  hon.  friend 
taken  the  word,  "  Conyhions,"  and  argued 
that,  because  this  was  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  ought  to  be  returned  by  universal 
suffrage,  it  would  be  as  much  to  his  pur- 
pose, although  he  could  not  avail  himself 
of  such  an  argument  without  begging  the 
question,  which  he  had  certainly  begged 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  hisspeech. 
It  would,  indeed,  have  been  otherwise,  if  he 
had  consulted  his  own  learning,  and  been 
ffuided  by  his  own  ingenuity;  had  he 
listened  to  the  suggestions  of  his  own 
mind,  rather  than  to  the  suggestions  of 
others. 

Another  authority  had  been  attempted 
to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  question, 
one  which  he  should  value  more  than  all 
royal  auUxorities;   it  ^vai  the  gteal  and 


revered  authority  of  Mr.  Fox,  whose  loss 
he  lamented  on  all  occasions,  but  on  none 
more  than  on  the  present,  when  the  foun* 
dations  of  the  constitution  were  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion.  If  that  illustrious' 
person  were  present,  no  little  man— the 
hon.  baronet,  and  himself,  and  all  of  them 
were  little  men  compared  to  Mr.  Fox, 
therefore  he  could  mean  no  disrespect 
— no  little  man  could  obtrude  his  own 
crude  notions  on  such  a  subject*  His 
hon.  friend  could  not  have  ventured  to 
make  such  a  speech  in  Mr.  Eox's  hesr- 
ing,  and  if  he  had,  it  would  not  have 
existed  a  single  minute  before  he  would 
have  exposed  its  fallacy  in  a  few  sen- 
tences. He  grieved  that  his  authority 
had  been  brought  forward  as  having  once 
sanctioned  what  e^erv  one  knew  he  had 
never  acted  upon.  The  hon.  baronet  in- 
ferred Mr.  Fox's  assent  to  the  principle  of 
universal  suffrage,  from  the  circumstance 
of  his  having  put  his  name  as  chairman  to 
certain  resolutions.  In  the  name  of  M 
chairmen  of  public  meetings  he  protested 
against  this  doctrine.  Every  chairman, 
as  matter  of  courtesy  as  well  as  duty, 
authenticated  the  resolutions  of  a  meeting 
over  which  he  presided,  and  by  so  doing 
only  said,  "  I  attest  this  to  have  been  the 
sense  of  the  meeting.''  Where  was  the 
hon.  baronet's  principle  of  holding  a  pre- 
sident responsible,  to  end  ?  The  Speaxer, 
whom  he  addressed,  was  an  instance.  It 
might  as  well  be  said  that  he  gave  his 
assent  to  every  bill  which  passed  the 
House  while  he  sat  in  the  chair.  Could  it 
be  supposed  that  he  had  comudered  and 
approved  all  the  votes  and  resolutions,  to 
which  he  necessarily  signed  his  name) 
As  well  might  it  be  said  that  he  approved 
all  he  was  doomed  to  hear,  or  that  he 
never  listened  to  speeches  with  weariness 
and  desire  of  repose,  as  that  he  assented* 
to  all  he  signed. 

This  reminded  him  to  hasten  to  a 
conclusion;  but  really  he  must  say  that 
so  many  errors  and  mistakes  were  to  be 
found  in  his  honourable  friend's  speech, 
that  he  could  not  help  applying  the  old 
proverb,  **  he  could  not  see  the  trees  for 
the  wood.''  His  hon*  friend,  in  arguing 
for  universal  suffrage,  had  protested  against 
the  inference  that  it  would  give  rise  to 
tumult  and  confusion ;  "  for,"  said  he, 
<<  look  to  Westminster,  which  is  the  only 
place  in  the  country  which  chooses  its 
members  according  to  the  constitution.** 
He  (Mr.  Brougham)  differed  from  those 
who  tboQj^ht  that  the  oonplete  tiBDqviilt^ 
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•fan  dectioD  was  an  object  to  much  to  bg 
desired,  or  that  it  was  desirable  that 
persons^  instead  of  ofiering  themselves  to 
the  constituents,  Bhould  be  sought  out, 
and,  as  it  were,  compelled  to  »erve.  He, 
however,  was  one  or  those  who  tendered 
the  tribute  of  their  applause  to  the  electors 
of  Westminster  for  the  motives  of  their 
conduct  generally,  in  defeating  the  go- 
vernment influence  and  more  especially 
for  their  humane  and  manly  behaviour  in 
the  kst  election  of  the  noble  lord,  after  his 
expulsion  from  that  House.  He  confined 
his  praise,  however,  entirely  to  the  motive 
which  he  believed  influenced  them  in  that 
proceeding,  and  which  was  their  resent- 
ment at  the  infamous  sentence,  including 
the  pmiishment  of  the  pillory,  which  the 
eomrt  of  King's  Bench  had  passed  upon 
him,  and  but  for  which  sentence  the  noble 
lord  would  probably  not  have  been  re- 
elected.  He  dissented,  however,  from 
the  Westminster  doctrine,  that  the  silent 
manner  of  election  gave  a  greater  secu- 
rity  for  collecting  the  popular  wilL  One 
security  it  certainly  was  odculated  to  give 
— ^a  security  to  some  few  electors  who 
chose  to  monopolize  the  nomination  of 
members,  and  could  not  better  keep  this 
operation  in  their  own  hands  than  by 
holding  it  out  that  all  who  proposed 
themselves  were  by  that  very  act  disquali* 
fled  from  being  chosen«  The  hon.  baronet, 
however,  had  made  a  double  mistake  in 
this  part  of  the  subject*  He  had  ap- 
peared to  assume  as  a  fact,  that  in  West- 
minster the  principle  of  universal  suflrsge 
was  established,  and  that  no  other  place 
enjoyed  the  same  advantage.  Now  he 
miut  deny  both  the  one  statement  and  the 
other.  He  denied  that  there  was  any 
thing  like  universal  suiFrage  in  West^ 
minster,  or  that  Westminster  enjoyed  any 
advantages  which  were  not  equally  en- 
joyed by  many  other  large  constituent 
bodies.  The  elective  franchise  was  con- 
fined in  Westminster  to  inhabitant-house- 
holders,  on  extension  of  suffrage  certainly 
producing  10,000  voters,  a  number  which 
some  might  think  erred  ss  much  in  excess 
as  that  in  Old  Sarum  did  by  its  poverty, 
but  to  which  be  had  no  objection,  and  in 
which  he  saw  no  danger  of  turbulence,  or 
those  other  evils  generally  apprehended 
from  such  causes.-— The  old  established 
manner  of  election  in  all  times  was,  that 
thev  should  be  attended  with  some  bustle 
and  even  confusion.  No  harm  ever  came 
•f  such  proceedings.  They  did  much 
food  to  the  constitution ;  they  k^t  np 


I  popular  spirit,  and  had  salutary  eflecu 
i  upon  the  minds  of  bad  rulers.  He,  for 
one,  had  no  desire  to  see  the  accustomed 
Jbri  sirepitus  superseded  by  the  flat  and 
spiritless  tameness  of  a  vestry  meeting, 
which  the  doctors  of  the  new  school  had 
pronounced  to  be  the  perfection  of  elec<* 
tion  proceedings.  Therefore  he  must 
take  leave  to  say,  that  the  advocates  of 
annual  elections  with  universal  suffiragCt 
chose  an  unlucky  topic  of  defence  when 
they  rested  it  upon  the  tendency  of  their 
scheme  to  deprive  electors  of  every  thing 
animating,  and  interesting,  and  cheering—* 
and  to  substitute  for  the  zeal  and  entnu« 
siasm  which  should  attend  the  exercise  of 
a  high  franchise  by  assembled  freemen, 
the  decorum  and  dulness  of  an  academical 
sitting  to  discuss  metaphysics,  or  a  parish 
meetmg  to  fix  a  rate.  But,  though  tie  did 
not  think  that  there  were  such  dangers  of 
tumult  and  confusion  from  univernal  suf- 
frage as  many  apprehended,  yet  he  thought 
the  arguments  adduced  from  the  case  of 
Westminster  were  rather  defective,  for 
it  might  well  happen  that  householders 
should  be  tranquil  in  the  place  which  was 
the  seat  of  government,  without  its  being 
certain  that  all  persons  elsewhere,  house- 
holders or  not,  would  be  equally  so. 

He  now  came  to  the  substanceof  the  pro- 
position made  by  the  hon.  baronet,  and  he 
should  only  observe  on  an  inconsistency  or 
two,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  fatigue  the  House 
by  going  into  the  detail.  The  hon.  baro- 
net proposed  that  the  suffrage  should  be 
extended  to  all,  because  no  person  could 
be  consistently  excluded  from  a  share  hi 
framing  the  laws  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  obey.  He  admitted  that  in  rigour- 
ous  consistency  this  was  true ;  but  really 
in  his  desire  for  parliamentary  reform  he 
^Mr.  Brougham)  wished  to  have  a  line 
orawn  somewhere.  If  the  right  of  voting 
was  extended  to  the  psvers  of  direct  taxes, 
or  to  householders  only,  or  to  the  voters 
proposed  by  Mr.  Grey  in  1797,  a  line 
wss  drawn,  and  a  distinction  made ;— but 
the  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  think  that  no 
line  should  be  drawn,  aa  it  would  have  an 
appearance  of  inconsistency.  ^  For  in- 
stance,*' said  the  hon.  baronet,  <<  if  a 
master  tradesman  has  a  right  to  vote,  why 
should  not  a  joumevman  have  an  equal 
right ;  and  if  you  allow  It  to  him,  why 
should  not  a  labourer ;  why,  in  fi^t,  should 
not  all  clsiies  of  persons  be  upon  an  equal 
footaog  hi  thia  essential  respect  ?"  If  he 
even  adnsitted  this,  he  ahoud  turn  round 
on  his  hoQ.  friend  and  atyi  **  you  also  draw 
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a  Imef  bvft  on  a  lower  scale;  you  say  all 
hare  aa  equal  rigbl  to  vota»  ami  yet  let 
OM:  iMfuire  on  wlut  gcoonds  you  exclude 
penoaauader  %,  yean  of  age?*'    Many 
gtaat  things  had  bten  done  by  persoaa 
tedet  the  age  of  21.     Maay  excelleat 
otafttons  had;  beeadelmfed  ia  thai  House 
bjrBanars.    A  aable  friend  of  his  (lord, 
lailleo)  made  an  admirable  speech  en 
tbeShure  trade  before  be  had  reached  that 
1^.    Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  before  that 
period  of  life  made  some  of  Us  most 
brtllknt  discoveries  in  the  raadiematics. 
Mr.  Fox  had  in  that  House  sigmdised 
hia    povcn  «*•  pavers   not   faHmg   iato 
aiidden  deeay»  as  too  often  happen^  after 
a  preoMtiape   disclosure,   but  sustaining' 
by  thai*  ripenesa  all  the  bntUianI   pni»^ 
mtse  of   their  first   expansieo-^  before 
he  anriired  at  such  an  age  as  qualified 
a  nan  to  vote,   according  fee  the  boo*, 
baeenet'a  dectriae.     Nunmerlesa 
duala  aader  fewentyMme  aears  of  age 
devetad  their  lives  asui  their  mtunea 
ta  the  country*^  service^   and  yet  the 
haaoufabie  baronet^  who  did  not  wish  toi 
make  any  d]stinction»  lest  he  should  be 
dunged  vsith  inpoasiatsncy,  would*  by  his 
naotioD,  exdude  a  set  of  persons  whom  he 
knew  to  be  eqoidly  desenriagof  liberty  with 
the  rest  of  mankind.    And  yet  only  let 
the  House  mark  how  marvellously  incon- 
aiatent  he  was.  all  the  while,  in  the  appli- 
eadon  of  his  principles.    For  the  wit  of 
man  eouki  devise  no  reason  for  univeisaL 
aoirage  according  f)o  the  hon.  baronet's 
construction  of  the  word,  except  the  sup- 
posed injustice  of  depriving  any  man  who 
supported  the  state  by  his  purse  or  his 
person  of  his  share  in  choosing  those  who 
rirould  tax  and  govern  him. 

When  he  considered  this  point,  argu* 
ments  poured  in  upon  him  from  all  poinia 
of  the  compass  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
found  it  difficult  to  select  from  them.  He 
oould  not,  however,  overlook  the  injustice 
which  his  hon.  friend  was  about  to  do  to  so 
nmay  persons  of  great  importance  though 
of  tender  yearsi  The  horn  baronet  said,  that 
ail  who-  supported  the  country  had  a  right 
SO'  a  share  of  ita  freedom,  but  these  infanta, 
oontrtbuted  by  their  purse  and  defended 
by  their  persona  the  Idierties  of  the  coun- 
tay,  and  yet  the  hon.  baronet  had  the 
cruelty  to  (teprive  them>  of  any  share  of 
the  blessings  which  he  win.  about  to- 
beatowi  on  all  other  dassps  of  aodety; 
Though  offlSKcfaisenisetotthrstatei  they 
were  t»  have  aw  power  Saioppaaa  a  tax  or 
a  standing  anpy,  <tfiouglii  th^  weee  to  pay 


for  hoAf  and  were  oceasiaoaUy  dseliab&a 
ta  aerva  oeapulaonly  ia  theisiter.    By 
tiaa  Mautaftioa  te  persons  above  the  age 
of  21 »  an  ifieparable  iajustice  would  thua 
be  done  to  all  the  mmta  of  the  nation. 
Why,  too,  was  another  large  dasa  to  be 
excluded,  amiaUe  in  their  cuspositkins,  e£ 
quick  faculties,  of  lively  perceptions^  and 
who,  though  sometimes  apt  to  perrera 
the  beoefita  of  an  education  but  lately 
exteaded  to  them,  and  like  many  theoiiiata 
prone  to  judge  ra^ly  on  matters  of  whichi 
they  knew  little,  to  fancy  because  they 
knew  raeue  than  ihey  used  to  do,  tbaC 
they  knew  every  tfaiag,  and  to  conclude 
that  no  one  else  knew  aaythieg,  yet  aoaid' 
not  be  declared   unfit   for  the  efeative 
fraachiae  in  the  state  of  which  tfaey  wave 
ie  vrerj  respect  the  ornament,  and  in  one 
aaaao  the  prop.-4ie  meant  fenmles.  From, 
this  charge  of  inconaistency  there  was  oae 
great   authority   who    was    exempt^he 
meant  IVfr.  Bentham.    Hehad  the  greatest 
respectfor  that  genCleoHuu   There  existed 
noA  a  more  honest  or  ingeaueua  mind 
thau  he  possessed.     He  knew  no  mae 
whe  had  passed  a  more  honourable  and 
usefiil  life.    Bsemoived  from  the  turmoil  o€ 
active  life,  voluntarily  abandoning  bodi  tltt 
emoluments  and  tlie  power  which  it  held 
out  to  dazzle  ambitious  and  worldly  minds;, 
he  had  passed  his  days  in  the  investigation 
of  the  most  important  truths,  and  had 
neaelied  a  truly  veaerable^  althouah  he 
hoped  not  an  extreme  old  age.    lo  him 
he  meant  not  to  impute  either  inadequate- 
information,    or  insufficient  industry,  or 
defective  sagacity.  But  be  hoped  he  should 
not  be  deemed  disrespectful  towards  Mr. 
Bentham  if  he  said  that   his   plan   of 
parliameatary  reform  ahowed  that  he.  had 
dealt  more  with   books  than  with  men. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend,  the  mem- 
ber for  Arundel  (Sir  S.  Romilly),  who 
looked  up  to  Mr.  Bentham  withthe almost 
filial  reverence  of  a  pupil  for  his  tutor,  in 
wishing  that  he  had  never  written  that 
work*      But  Mr.  Bentham    was   e  real 
advocate  for  universal  suffirage.    He  waa 
a  fiir  more:  sturdy,  an  infinitely  mom  eon* 
aistent  reformer  than  the  hon.  baronet,  ae 
he  gave  votes  not  only  to  ail  men,  but  to  all 
women*  also.    He  drew  no  line  at  all;-  he 
weighed  not  with  practical   nicetpr   the- 
claims  of  different  classes;  he  reeoUededt 
thathia  principle  waa unsemoj 7  hetoased 
aanay  the  rule  and  the  scale  altogatfaeiv 
and  without  restriction,  latr  in.  all«— younff 
or  old,  men  or  women^  aanctos  iasflDe,.aia 
nnisivote»  «nll  musthmaivoioeiiieliBOt^ 
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mg  their  vepretemstivei.  R«  did  ikH 
«veD  taneliMi  Ike  exetflmis  wliioli  the 
boo.  btronet  seemed  inclioed  to  admit 
^h  reepeot  to  pertone  of  to  uneeuMi 
mML  The  ifetenm  reformer  (major  Cart- 
wright)  had  lately  fiivoiired  the  world  with 
a  ^an  of  suffrage,  illustrated  by  plates, 
where  balloting  bones,  ball  trays,  stands, 
Ite.  fte.  to  most  aeenrate  array,  net  the 
eager  gase  of  the  much  edified  inquirer. 
Mew  Mr.  Beatham  was  the  patron  of  the 
bsAIot,  and  his  doctrine  was,  that  all  who 
can  ballot  may  enjoy  the  electire  fran- 
chaae.  The  moment  a  person  of  either 
aex  was  able  to  put  a  pellet  into  a  box, 
BO  matter  whether  he  were  insane,  and 
had  one  of  the  keepers  of  a  mad«hoose 
to  guide  him,  still  Mr.  Bentham  said,  that 
tliMgh  he  did  not  support  the  utility  of 
allomnj^  idiots  or  mad  persons  to  vote, 
for  their  own  sokes,  yet,  rather  than  make 
any  distinction,  he  would  allow  them,  as 
Chey  could  not  do  any  harm,  and  the  un- 
bending consistency  might  do  some  good. 
Mr.  Benthan  had  such  an  invincible  ob- 
jection to  lines  of  every  description,  that 
be  could  not  admit  of  one  being  drawn 
even  at  the  gates  of  Bedlam.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  controvert  doctrines 
of  this  nature,  but  they  were  certainly 
consistent  with  each  other,  and  he  did  not 
think  himself  uncharitable  in  saying  that 
some  of  the  principles  promulgated  in 
that  House  were  nearly  as  chimerical 
and  Tisionary,  without  being  at  all  consis* 
tent 

He  had  forgot  to  mention,  in  reference 
to  the  authority  of  Mr.  Fox  on  Uiis  sub- 
ject, a  saying  of  the  late  Mr.  Burke,  who, 
when  he  saw  the  name  of  Mr.  Fox  siffned 
as  chairman  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Westminster  meeting  already  alluded  to, 
observed  to  him,  in  jest  (so  well  known 
was  it  that  Mr.  Fox  did  not  fiivour  those 
sentiments),  **  I  see,  at  last,  you  have 
got  to  universal  suffrage,  and  annual  par- 
liaments, but  you  will  soon  be  beat  by  the 
oft'ner^if-need'be'ant^"  alluding  to  the 
words,  *«  once  a  year  or  oftener  if  need 
be,"  in  the  sUtute  of  Edward  Srd,  A> 
much  cited  by  the  radical  gentlemen.  It 
was  melancholy  to  know  the  serious  truth 
which  this  pleasantry  implied,  that  the 
only  result  of  yielding  to  the  desire  of 
conciliating  popular  favour,  by  proposing 
measures  whicn  discretion  did  not  ap- 
prove, was  that  many  would  be  ready  to 
<witbid  for  that  applause  by  still  more  ex- 
travagant concessions,  and  the  highest 
bidder  would  be  not  the  molt  honest  and 


the  aaost  onligbieBed,  b«t  the  moil  servilt 
and  aubmimive,  the  most  mad  or  dish»* 
nest*  He  agreed  idth  the  great  man  t# 
whom  he  had  just  ndvected,  that  it  waa 
necessarr  to  make  a  stand  against  such 
wild  and  chimerical  notions;  it  was  the 
doty  of  parti amcnt  to  expose  and  repro»> 
hate  them — to  try  them  by  its  own  better 
judgment  and  to  exercise  with  regard  to 
them  its  own  honest  and  enlightened  con- 
acience.  To  despise  popular  opinion  waa 
a  sliortHNghted  policy,  even  if  it  were  jut* 
tifiable  in  pomt  of  duty.  The  sentiments, 
the  desires  of  the  people  deserved  every 
degree  of  respectful  attention  from  the(r 
representatives ;  but  the  legislative  mot 
exerciae  Its  own  judgment;  and  to  aban- 
don  that  was  a  gross  folly,  a  greater 
breach  of  doty,  toan  even  tne  most  entire 
disre^d  of  the  public  voice.  This  ab- 
dication of  their  proper  fonctioos  was, 
however,  incomparably  more  criminal  if 
done  with  a  view  to  court  popular  favour 
at  the  expense  of  sincere  and  deliberate 
conviction ;  it  was  also  beyond  all  ques« 
tion  a  still  more  shoft*slgbted  delusion  to 
fancy  that  such  a  base  stratagem  could 
succeed.  The  adoption  of  universal  suf- 
frage might  for  a  moment  lift  one  nv« 
worthy  or  obscure  individual  to  popula* 
rity;  another  lest  scrupulous  or  more 
consistent  would  soon  rise  over  his  head 
by  admitting  persons  under  one*and« 
twenty,*  w  paupers,  or  women,  or  lunatics. 
The  prize  when  thus  put  up  to  be  bid  for, 
would  next  be  sought  by  adopting  the 
ballot— vet  all  would  not  do ;  the  **  o/fner* 
if-med'Se-ans**  would  still  start  up  snd 
carry  the  day-^their  existence  was  eter- 
nal ;  there  was  no  pitch  too  high,  no  base 
note  too  low  for  them ;  they  knew  of  no 
obstacle,  hardly  of  any  difficulty ;  thefr 
only  rule  in  thie  competition  was,  to  go 
beyond  the  last  man  who  had  offered; 
and  as  the  desrees  of  human  folly  are 
infinite  in  all  directions,  this  unworthy 
rivalry  in  pandering  for  the  vices  or  the 
craziness  of  the  multitude  had  no  limits. 
He  turned  away  from  it  with  disgust,  and 
not  without  some  compassion  for  such  aa 
had  engaged  In  it.  I^r  of  this  he  waa 
well  assured,  that  when  popularity  waa 
thus  sought  af^,  it  lost  all  the  lustre 
which  nsade  it  so  precious  a  possession  to 
honourable  ramds.  When  it  was  to  be 
bid  for,  not  in  the  sterling  coin  of  pure 

*  A  few  days  after  this,  Mr.  Hunt 
made  afSdavit^  Aat  the  age  of  18  wte  the 
true  term* 
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conduct,  enlightened  views,  statesmaftlike 
acconiplisbmentSt  which  few  men  held  a 
large  stock  of— but  in  the  base  dross  of 
•ubveryiency  and  compliance,    and  pre- 
ence  and  cant,  which  every  one  might 
Jiave  without  stint,  and  the  most  unprin- 
cipled alone  would  use— then  the  people 
were  degraded  by  being  so  courted  and 
their  favour  became  a  worthless,  nay  a  de- 
basing enjoyment ;  a  boon  as  fleeting  as 
it  was  vile.    If  his  own  opinions  had  at  all 
changed  on  the  important  subject  of  this 
debate,  it  was  at  least  to  be  ascribed  to 
no  personal  interest,  for  the  differences 
which  prevailed  between  him  and  the  dis- 
pensers of  power  were  too  wide  and  too 
radical  to  leave  any  possibility  that  his 
approach  to  it  could  be  at  aU  facilitated  bv 
this  partial  surrender  of  an  opinion  which 
he  once  entertained.     He  was  still  an 
advocate  for  parliamentary  reform  to  far 
too  great  an  extent  to  make  what  he  had 
given  up  of  any  consequence.     Projects 
of  ambition  he  could  not,  then,  .well  be 
accused  of  in  avowing  the  inconsiderable 
change  which  his  sentiments  had  under- 
gone.   That  darling  popularity  which  he 
was  so  often  charged   with    seeking,  he 
could  as  little  be  supposed  to  effect,  by 
thus  declaring  his  honest  conviction.    He 
now,  though  he  did  not  strongly  object  to 
annual  parliaments,  was  of  opinion  that 
triennial  ones  would  be  preferable,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  think  that  an  extension  of 
the  right  of  suffrage  to  all  payers  of  direct 
taxes  was  too  large.     This  opinion  was 
formed  conscientiously,  and  not  without 
laborious  investigation.    His  reasons  for 
preferring  a  more  limited  franchise  and 
for  choosing  another  principle   of  limi- 
tation, he  had  already  glanced  at.    They 
were  drawn  from  a  conviction  that  the 
inclusipn  of  persons  paying  direct  taxes 
and  the  exclusion  of  those  who  paid  indi- 
rect imposts,  was  liable  to  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  in  prindple;    that  conse- 
qaencesi  absurd  in  reasoning,   and  dan- 
gerous in  practice    would    result    from 
making  the  franchises    depend    on  any 
particular  mode  of  contribution  to  the 
public  revenue ;  and  that  a  better  method 
of  fixing  the  qualification  miffht  be  ob- 
tained from  the  amount  and  kmd  of  pro- 
perty possessed.    But  he  again  desired  it 
to  be  understood,  that  although  he  might 
now  prefer  triennial  parliaments,  he  by  no 
means  deemed  the  doctrine  of   annual 
elections  so  absurd  in  iUelf  or  so  fatal  to 
the  constitution  as  by  many  they  were 
represented  i  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
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recommended  by  many  considdrations ; 
and  in  what  he  had  that  night  said  of  their 
ill-advised  advocates^  he  only  wished  to 
show,  that  they  had  chosen  the  very  worst 
and  most  untenable  grounds  of  defence 
for  them.  As  for  universal  suffiraffe,  or 
the  doctrine  which  severed  the.  elective 
franchise  altogether  from  property*  he 
begged  leave  to  observe  that  he  never  had 
at  any  time  held  it  as  less  than  the  utter 
destruction  of  the  constitution ;  he  need 
not  add  that  he  had  never  given  it  the 
slightest  countenance  or  support. 

He  should  now  conclude  by  referring  to 
some  of  the  hon.  baronet's  remarks  on  the 
scheme  of  government  framed  by  our 
ancestors  at  the  Revolution.  Here  the 
hon.  baronet  had  not  only  exhausted  his 
own  ingenuity  against  that  much  hated, 
because  Whig  arrangement,  but  in  the 
austerity  of  his  criticism,  had  called  in 
aid  the  observation  of  a  late  member 
for  Yorkshire,  who,  in  speaking  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  had  described  it,  in  language 
drawn  from  the  kind  of  place  where 
his  oration  was  delivered,  as  a  bill  ci 
fare  without  a  dinner.  The  hon.  baronet 
regarded  it  as  full  of  promise,  but  as 
attended  with  no  performance.  To  him 
it  appeared  that  the  overthrow  of  an  arbi- 
trary government  and  a  bigotted  church 
was  in  itself  a  great  good,  and  made  an 
excellent  and  a  substantial  first  part  in  the 
banquet  of  liberty «  The  patriots  of  that  day, 
too,  recorded  their  reasons  for  banishing 
James  2nd,  with  a  view  of  deterring  futune 
kings  from  the  repetition  of  similar  enor* 
mities.  They  never,  any  more  than  their 
illustrious  predecessors,  who  had  hazarded 
their  all  for  the  sake  of  liberty,  civil  and 
religious,  aimed  at  improving  the  consti- 
tution by  indulging  the  senseless  wishes 
of  a  multitude,  after  objects  which,  if  they 
were  to  attain  to-morrow,  they  would  no 
loneer  consider  of  any  value.  Much  they 
haddone  for  their  country  ;  vast  was  the 
load  of  gratitude  which  we  owed  them, 
both  the  statesmen  who  brought  about  the 
Revolution,  and  the  great,  though  some* 
times  mistaken,  men,  who  had  first  turned 
the  torrent  of  arbitrary  power,  and  taught 
tyrants  that  resistance  was  a  possible 
event,  when  it  became  a  sacred  duty. 
They  had  not  pretended,  howeveri  to 
complete  every  thing  at  once ;  they  were 
not  of  the  school  which  will  try  nothing 
unless  they  can  do  all  by  a  stroke  of  the 
pen — ^whose  maxim  is  all  or  nothing--who 
strike  out  constitutions  at  a  heat— the 
illustrious  auUion  of  the  Revolution  mem- 
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satisfied  to  do  speedily  whaterer  was  ma- 
nifestly necessary  and  plainly  safe.    Can « 
tion  required  that  something  should  be 
left  to  time,  and  they  were  modest  enough 
to  think  that  something  might  be  done  by 
the  wisdom  of  after  ages.    Experience 
seemed  to  them  of  some  value,  and  they 
wished  to  profit  by  frequent  trials,  and  by 
feeling  their  way  as  they  proceeded  along. 
To  create  new  systems  in  a  hurry  they 
deemed  neither  suited  to  the  difficulty  and 
magnitude  of  the  work,  nor  to  the  limited 
nature  of  men.    They  knew  well  that  man 
and  nature,  or  rather  its  great  parent, 
most  proceed  by  very  diflPerent  steps ;  and 
that  while  the  latter,  according  to  lord 
Bacon's  beautiful  observation,  engenders 
at  once  the  whole  plant,  so  that  the  rudi- 
ments of  each  part  are  to  be  formed  in 
Che  germ,  from  whence  the  light,  the  air, 
the  shower  expands  and  educates  the  per- 
fect vegetable  (  finite  beings  must  be  con- 
tent to  add  things  to  each  other,  and  go 
on  by  successive  experiments,  step  by 
Btep,  until  through  many  trials  and  many 
fiulures  they  reach  something  approach- 
ing to  the  object  of  their  wishes.     The 
presumptuous    ignorance;    the   rashness 
unchecked  by  information,  which  distin- 
guished many  in  the  present  day,  led  to 
the  expression  of  a  vain  contempt  for 
men  of  better  times,  whose  merits  were  far 
beyond  the  comprehensions  that  pretend- 
ed to  undervalue  them.   For  his  own  part, 
he  thought  the  great  men  alluded  to  had 
only  increased  their  claims  to  the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  all  posterity,  by  resting 
satisfied  with  having  placed  the  country 
in  the  sure  road  to  improvement,  and  to 
the  attainment  of  a  pure  constitution, 
instead  of  attempting  things  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  imperfection,  and  only  to 
be  dreamt  of  by  the  blindness  of  ignorant 
presumption.    He  had  said  so  much  in 
justice  to  those  benefactors  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  he  should  conclude  by  pressing 
on  the  House  a  maxim  to  be  gathered 
from  their  Sample— and  which  comprised 
his  own  creed  upon  reform  generally — 
that  the  empiric  who  pretended  at  once 
to  eradicate  every  evil  in  the  system,  and 
the  flatterer  who  afected  to  believe  that 
no  change  at  all  was  wanting,  were  equally 
dangerous  guides  in  state  aAirs,  and  that 
the  one  was  as  incapable  of  efiecting  a 
salutary  reform  as  the  other. 

The  above  is  an  imperfect  report  of  a 
speech,  which  was  listened  to  by  both 
sides  of  the  House,  with  the  deepest 
attentioo* 

(  VOL.  XXXVIII. ) 


Mr.  PameU  professed  himself  a  step- 
bjr-step  reformer,  and  thought  some  good 
might  be  attained  by  gradual  measures, 
which  could  not  be  expected  from  one 
which  excited  so  much  opposition  as  that 
BOW  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  as  there  were 
many  propositions  in  the  Resolutions  be- 
fore tnen  which  he  could  not  negative, 
he  rose  to  move  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
in  doing  this  he  should  say  a  few  words, 
which  he  had  been  unwilling  to  offer  im- 
mediately fffler  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  from  whom  he  differed 
in  some  points,  but  it  was  so  gratifying  to 
find  such  an  ally,  that  he  was  sorry  to 
manifest  his  contrariety  of  opinion.  To 
more  moderate  propositions  of  reform 
this  had  been  his  objection,  that  if 
those  plans  were  consented  to  they  would 
be  made  the  stepping  stones  to  otiiers, 
which  they  now  pretty  generally  joined 
to  deprecate  and  abhor.  On  so  grave  a  sub- 

1'ect  it  was  not  enough  to  look  to  details ; 
le  had  a  right  to  demand  on  what  princi- 
ple the  proposition  was  founded.  It  be- 
gan by  assuming  it  as  admitted,  that  the 
present  system  was  faulty.  There  were 
two  modes  of  reform—- to  bring  back  the 
constitution  to  its  former  principles,  or  to 
reconstruct  it  on  new  ana  improved  prin- 
ciples. If  it  were  meant  to  carry  back 
the  constitution  to  its  condition  in 
former  times,  he  would  say  '<  name  your 
period :" — if  to  re-construct  it,  **  define 
your  principle.**  But  a  naked  proposition 
was  presented  to  them,  which  assumed 
one  or  the  other  mode  of  reform,  but 
which  of  the  two  they  were  not  told. 
The  hon.  baronet  had  indeed,  though  he 
was  not  specific  in  his  assertions,  laboured 
to  persuade  them  that  the  plan  he  pro- 
posed was  accordant  to  the  ancient  con- 
stitution. In  all  that  related  to  antiqua- 
rian research,  he  had  been  so  admirably 
and  so  completely  answered  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman, that  he  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) would  not  weaken  the  arguments  by 
repetition.  But  he  would  say,  that  when 
the  hon.  baronet  assumed  that  the  consti- 
tution was  now  defective,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  him  to  show  at  what  period 
it  had  produced  more  good  in  effect. 
If  this  period  could  not  be  shown,  they 
were  set  loose  in  the  wide  sea  of  theories ; 
but  before  he  ventured  on  that  voyage,  he 
would  ask  the  question,  whether  the  pre- 
sent system  was  not  a  good  one  ?  What 
Interest  was  not  actually  as  well  ss  virtu- 
ally represented  in  that  House?    What 
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body  of  men  vhose  'claims  were  not  dis- 
cuued  with  patience  and  attention,  and 
with  skill  and  knowledge,  which  he  knew 
not  what  other    process  could   collect? 
But  it  was  said  by  the  hon.  baronet,  that 
the  will  of  the  people  did  not  always  ex- 
ercise direct  influence  on  their  delibera- 
tions.   He  admitted  the  fact,  but  he  con- 
tended that  government  was  not  a  matter 
of  will;  all  plans  for  government,  all  the 
ties  by  whicn  monarchy  was  fettered,  all 
the   contrivances   by  which  democracy 
was  brought  to  act  in  the  constitution, 
were  so  many  contrivances  to  prevent  the 
.daily,  hourly,   direct   operation  of  will, 
upon  matters  which  are  subjects  only  for 
deliberation.    If,  to  our  misfortune,  we 
had  found  a  popular   assembly  existing 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  people, 
forced  to  obey  its  will,  and  liable  to  be 
dismissed  by  its  authority,  as  the  bon.  ba- 
ronet seemed  to  wish  to  see  it,  it  would 
have  been  the  duty  of  wise  legislators  to 
diminish  that  overbearing  influence,  and  to 
substitute  in  its  place  a  deliberative  free- 
dom.   I'here  had  been  another  plan  pro- 
posed in  the  present  8esiion>  merely  to 
shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments,  which 
would  indisputably  aggravate  all  the  evils 
which  were  now  complained  of,  by  giving 
the  representative  of  close  boroughs,  or 
those  sent  by  individuals,  a  still  greater 
superiority  insecurity,  and  consequently  in 
power,  over  those  who  had  to  incur  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  popular  elections. 
The  present  plan  of  reform  was  a  pre- 
tended revertence  to  the  old  constitution. 
He  was  grateful  to  the  hon.  baronet  for 
liaving  fairly  stated  his  views ;— 'for  having 
at  length  brought  under  their  notice  in  a 
tangible  shape,  a  subject  which  had  been 
mnch  talked  of,  but  the  objects  of  which 
had    not    been  fully  defined    until  now. 
He  apprehended  no  danger  from  the  dis- 
closure of  an^  specific  plan ;  that  danger 
could  only  arise  from  vague  declamations, 
and  idle  references  to  periods  of  history 
which  aflPorded  no  points  of  comparison 
withthestateofthingsin  more  modern  times. 
The  hon.  baronet  «aid,  that  the  House 
did  not  now  sufficiently  represent  the  peo- 
ple.   If  this  only  meant,  that  the  whole 
force  and  authority  of  the  people  was  not 
rested  in  and  exercised  by  that  House, 
he  admitted  it.    The  constitution  was  a 
monarchy  controlled  by  two  houses    of 
parliament ;  but  if  every  4,000  men  in  the 
country  could  point  to  their  delegate,  the 
organ  of  their  will,  and  acting  under  their 
immediate  control,  he  should  be  glad  to 


know  what  room  their  would  be  for  any 
other  power  in  the  state  ?  If  the  House 
of  Commons  were  the  genuine,  undoubted 
representatives  of  the  popular  will,  and  if 
that  will,  and  not  reason,  were  the  proper 
rule  of  government,  the  King  and  Lords 
must  necessarily  be  considered  as  nuia- 
ances  and  excrescences.  They  might 
tolerate  the  king  for  a  time,  but  it  would 
be,  as  had  been  said,  by  allowing  him  to 
be  "  the  first  citizen  of  a  free  people.*' 
The  lords  also  might  be  tolerated,  but  not 
as  pare  of  the  legislature.  These  were 
not  the  deductions  of  mere  theory,  but 
were  proved  to  demonstration  by  that 
portion  of  our  own  eventful  history,  the 

J  rear  1648.  Let  the  House  look  at  the 
ast  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  lat, 
and  they  would  find  in  their  own  Journals 
resolutions  taken  by  the  long  parliament, 
and  containing  a  correct  exposition  of 
the  hon.  baronet's  theory.  They  would 
read  that  it  was  resolved,in  that  year, 

«  1.  That  the  Commons  of  England  ia 
parliament  assembled,  declare  that  the  peo- 
pie,  under  God,  are  the  origin  of  all  just 

fovernment*  2.  That  the  Commons  of 
Ingland,  in  parliament  assembled,  being 
chosen  by  and  representing  the  nation, 
have  the  supreme  power  in  these  king- 
doms."* They  proceeded  to  vote  that 
laws  enacted  by  the  Commons  were  there- 
fore bindinff,  though  the  consent  of  the 
Lords  and  the  King  were  not  bad  thereto 
—and  they  followed  up  their  votes,  at  the 
distance  of  a  few  months,  by  voting  the 
House  of  Lords  useless,  by  dethroning 
the  king,  and  leading  him  to  the  scaffold. 
In  those  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
admitting  the  principles  of  the  bon. 
baronet,  he  defied  any  one  to-  find  a 
loeical  inconsistency;  and  they  might 
taxe  it  as  a  warning  how  they  admitted 
theoretical  principles,  from  which  they 
could  not  see  the  conclusions  which  might 
be  drawn.  Yet  all  plans  of  reform  went 
on  the  assumption,  not  only  that  the  pre- 
sent  system  was  faulty,  but  Jhat  it  was 
necessary  to  have  such  a  representation 
as  the  long  parliament  declared  itself  to 
be.  The  reformers  who  proposed  this 
were  speaking  of  a  pure  democracy,  not 
of  a  constitutional  monarchy,' under  which 
( thank  God  I )  we  live— a  monarchy  limited 
by  law,  and  controlled  bv  a  parliament, 
not  trampled  under  foot  by  a  Hotiae  of 
Commons.  The  hon.  baronet  was  enti- 
tled to  thanks  for  bringing  forward  his 

♦  Pari.  History,  Vol.111,  p.  1257. 
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proporitimiB  in  a  taagible  thape.  It  had 
oeen  argued  that  luch  proposition!  could 
find  no  supporters  in  that  House.  Here, 
however,  they  were.  And  those  who  had 
wished  to  grant  some  smaller  measures  of 
reformi  might  Judge  how  likely  these  pro- 
posals were  to  be  put  an  end  to  by  their 
ooncessions.  Those  who  preferred  this 
plan  to  the  constitution  as  it  existedi 
might  support  the  object  of  their  choice — 
those  who  thought  with  him,  that  it  was 
not  desirable  to  see  this  new  experiment 
triedy  and  that  the  present  system  had 
been  proved  sufficient  for  our  internal 
wants  and  external  glory,  would  join  with 
him  in  his  vote.  As  he  was  far  from 
wishing  to  negative  the  general  truisms  of 
the  Resolutions,  he  should  move  the  other 
order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Lamb  said :— After  the  very  full 
and  ample  discussion  which  this  proposi- 
tion has  already  received,  I  call  it  full  and 
ample,  although  only  two  speeches  have 
been  delivereo,  and  particularly  after  the 
powerful,  impressive,  and  masterly  argu- 
ment of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  I 
am  aware  it  must  appear  in  me  both  super- 
fluous and  presumptuous  to  offer  myself 
to  the  attention  of  the  House;— more 
especially  as  having  heretofore  opposed 
myself  to  propositions  of  a  more  moderate 
description,  it  is  almost  needless  for  roe 
to  slate  that  I  intend  to  resist  the  motion 
of  to-ni|[ht.  But,  Sir,  there  are  one  or 
two  topics,  upon  which  I  am  anxious  to 
say  a  few  words,  and  the  best  atonement 
I  can  make  for  intruding  my  self  unneces- 
sarily upon  your  patience,  is,  to  occupy  as 
little  time  as  possible. 

I  affree  entirely  with  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
question  of  parliamentary  reform,  as  it  is 
called,  which  should,  upon  any  general 
grounds,  preclude  enquiry  and  di«cu8saon, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  state,  that  1  consider 
the  whole  of  this  subject,  the  regulations 
as  to  who  shall  be  the  electors  and  who 
the^  elected,  what  shall  be  the  right  of 
voting,  what  the  form  and  manner  of 
election,  to  be  matters  as  much  open  to 
■melioration  and  amendment  as  any  other 
part  of  our  laws  and  constitution  — If  an 
evil  can  be  pointed  out  in  the  present  sys* 
tern  of  representation— «nd  I  am  far  from 
denying  that  evil  does  exist  in  thst  sys- 
tem—>and  at  the  same  time  a  remedy  can 
be  shown,  which,  soberly  and  coolly  con- 
sidered, is  likely  to  remove  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  tint  remedy  I  am  readv  to 
udopt.     inie   objectionf   which  1  have 


always  felt  to  all  the  schemes  of  reforma- 
tion of  parliament  which  1  have  ever 
heard  proposed,  is,  that  in  my  opinion' 
their  tendency  would  be  to  aggravate, 
instead  of  diminishing,  all  the  evils  which 
at  present  exist,  and  to  generate  new 
vices,  which  at  present  have  no  place  in 
the  actual  system  of  our  representation.' 
I  also  agree  with  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  that  we  ought  to  use  no  asperity 
of  language  nor  cast  any  ridicule  upon  those- 
within  or  without  these  walls,  who  honestly 
entertain  those  opinions,  which  have  been 
to-night  brought  forward  by  the  worthy 
baronet,  in  favour  of  annual  parliamenta 
and  universal  suffrage — at  the  same  time, 
however,  that  such  opinions  are  allowed' 
that  toleration  and  civility  which  almost 
all  opinions  may  claim,  we,  however,  may,* 
I  trust,  be  permitted  to  deplore  and  la* 
ment  their  existence.  That  they  do  exist 
to  a  certain  extent,  thieit  they  are  sedu- 
lously inculcated  into  the  minds  and  put 
into  the  mouths  of  the  people,  msy^  be 
sufficiently  collected  from  tne  petitiont 
upon  your  table.-^-Those  petitions  1  for  one 
look  upon  with  deep  sorrow  and  regret.— 
I  know  very  well  that  the  abuse  of  a  right 
injures  the  right  itself,  and  I  can  see 
nothing  in  those  petitions,  nothing  in  their 
prsyer,  nothing  in  their  style  and  manner, 
but  what  tenos  to  bring  the  sacred  right 
of  petitioning'  into  contempt  and  disre- 
gard. When  I  remember  the  quarters  in 
which  those  petitions  avowedly  originate, 
and  that  those  who  openly  promote  them, 
are  men  of  acknowledged  good  character 
and  of  gentlemanly  manners  and  deport- 
ment, 1  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  intem- 
perance of  language,  by  which  these  ap- 
rlications  to  the  House  are  disgraced,  and  * 
mutt  venture  to  ask,  whether  the  advo- 
cates of  parliamentary  reform  conceive 
that  any  cause  can  possibly  be  advanced 
by  wanton  and  idle  contumely,  by  vulgar 
and  petulantlnsult  ?  1  would  ask  whether 
ever  any  claim  which  had  real  liberty  for 
its  object,  whether  any  contest  which  has 
come  to  a  successful  termination,  and 
which  has  been  since  stamped  with  the 
approbation  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise, 
ever  wore  such  a  character  in  its  outset, 
ever  commenced  in  such  a  temper  and  in 
such  a  style  ?  It  is  also.  Sir,  not  a  little 
derogatory  and  humiliating  to  reflect, 
that  all  this  turmoil  of  petitioning,  that 
all  this  demand  of  ancient  legal  righta, 
founded  upon  the  reading  of  old  statutes, 
upon  research  into  writs,  npon  the  inters 
pretation  of  doeanentSi  is  prodoced  and 
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guided  bj  an  individjial  (major  Cartw 
wright),  who»  upon  his  own  showing 
conceives  Brevia  Parliamentaria  to  signify 
Short  parliaments.*  Now  this  is  really 
so  conipleatly,  so  utterly  absurd  and  ridi- 
culous ;  this  is  such  a  specimen  of  the 
40gre6  of  information^  of  the  accuracy 
q£  research,  of  the  extent  of  knowledge, 
upon  which  these  doctrines  are  founded, 
that  nothing  can  possibly  exceed  or  go 
beyond  it.  What  may  be  the  prevailing 
opinion  out  of  doors  upon  this  subject ; 
what  may  be  tlie  judgment  pronounced 
by  the  public,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but 
for  myself,  and  for  those  who  may 
agree  with  me,  I  do  protest  tgainst  being 
qccused  of  deserting  popular  principles, 
of  abandoning  the  causa  of  the  people, 
and  of  opposing  myself  to  the  wisnes  and 
Caelings  of  my  fellow  countrymen,  be- 
cause I  am  unwilling  to  comply  with,  or 
even  to  treat  with  much  respect,  petitioaB 
^hich  come  from  such  sources,  which 
rest  upon  such  authorities^  and  the  m^in  al- 
legations of  which  are  built  and  established 
upon  such  foundations. 

A  few  words  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
laid  upon  the  two  subjects,  namely,  An- 
nual Parliaments  and  Universal  Suffrage, 
to  which  the  principal  part  of  the  worthy 
baronet's  observations  have  been  directed; 
but  the  latter  topic  has  been  so  fully 
treated  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
^hat  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  upon  it  farther  than  to  say,  that  it 
is  in  itself  utterly  incredible  that  it  ever 
could  have  been  the  right  and  poseessioii 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  It  is  so 
entirely  discordant  and  at  variance,  so 
utterly  alien  from  all  the  habits,  manners, 
and  institutions  of  the  period,  in  which  it 
is  placed  by  the  worthy  baronet,  that  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  it  could  then  have  existed.  With 
regard  to  the  boroughs,  the  letter  of  the 
charters  which  constitute  them,  designates 
for  the  most  part,  clearly  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  whole  body  of  persons  reaidiog 
frithin  them,  a  particular  description  of 
pcnrspns,  such  as  burgesses,  or  freemen,  or 
inhabitants,  to  whom  the  right  of  voting 
shall  belong ;  and  with  regard  to  the  coun- 
ties it  is  admitted,  as  it  must  be  by  the 
worthy  baronet,  that  nothing  of  thi^  na- 
ture of  universal  suffrage  can  have  existed 
since  the  act  of  Henry  the  $th,  which 
established  the.  oualificatioa  of  a  freehold, 
amoufKing  to  the  yearly  value  of  forty 
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shiUings.  Thiaact  passed,  I  beli^e^  in 
the  year  H^ ;  so  that  what  we  are  asked 
to  do  by  the  motion  of  the  worthy  baronet 
is,  to  go  back  nearly  four  hundred  yearii 
to  search  amidst  ancient  writs,  records^ 
and  rolls  of  parliament,  under  the  guidance 
of  those  who  construe  brevia  parliamentarian 
short  parliaments,  for  a  state  of  things 
which  IS  fancied  and  conjectured  to  have 
then  been  in  existence.  It  is,  I  am  auro» 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  more  upon 
this  point,  but  upon  annual  parliameata 
I  am  desirous  of  making  a  few  remarks^ 
because  they  form  a  question  of  somewhat 
more  difficulty,  and  because  even  th^ 
speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  haa 
given  more  sanction,  than  they  deserve, 
to  some  doctrine$,  which  are  abroad  upoa 
this  part  of  the  subject.  In  fact,  there  ia 
here  a  more  plausible  appearance  of  a 
case,  at  least  I  am  bound  to  think  so,  be« 
cause  I  perceive  that  it  misleads  men  of 
sounder  minds  and  of  better  abilities;  but 
it  is  no  more  than  an  appearance,  whicb 
fades  away  and  vanishes  upon  no  very 
deep  research,  nor  very  laborious  ana 
close  investigation.  Parliaments,  annually 
holden,  never  were  the  actual  constitutioa 
of  this  country;  never  in  practice  the 
constitution.  True  it  is,  that  they  ou^t 
to  have  been  so ;  true  it  is,  that  it  was  ao 
enacted  by  the  statute  of  Edward  the  3rd 
(4<  £dw.  3,  c.  14)  ;  but  this  statute  had 
the  fate  of  all  laws  which  only  lay  down 
a  principle  or  establish  a  regulation,  witb« 
out  providing  any  means,  which  shall  re* 
solve  the  principle  into  practice,  or  easura 
the  observation  of  the  rule.  This  aCaCute 
was  disregarded  almost  as  soon  as  it  waa 
enacted.  It  passed  in  the  4tb  year  of 
Edward  the  Srd,  and  in  the  face  of  ita 
provisions  no  parlianent  was  .held  either 
in  the  sixth  or  seventh  year  of  the  saflse 
king ;  and  during  the  remainder  o£  bii 
reign  there  were,  if  I  am  correct,  no  laia 
than  twenty-one  years  without  the  calling 
or  holding  of  a  parliament.  The  reaaoa 
of  this  is  very  clear,  and  perfectly  well 
known.  It  was  this,  that  in  those  days 
die  crown  enjoyed  a  very  large  ravennei, 
entirely  indepenikmt  of  parliament:  it  poa» 
•essed  a  very  large  ana  extensive  lanided 
estate;  it  enjoyed  great  profits,  as  feudal 
superior ;  it  had  beea  in  the  habit  of  ievy# 
ing,  whether  legally  or  not,  great  custom 
duties,  commonly  called  in  the  knguaga 
of  that  day,  tonnage  and  poimdages  front 
these  sources  it  administered  the  (oiioarf 
government  of  the  coimtry,  and  thatebra 
it  was  xmnecessary  to  caU  a  parliameati 
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except  in  eases  of  greit  Dtcossity  or  ox* 
tnordinary  emergenoj ;  aod  this  famous 
statute  of  Edward  the  Srd  was  never  there^ 
fbre  really  carried  into  efteot  until  the 
Revolution,  when  almost  the  whole  inde- 
pendant  revenue  of  the  Crown  having 
dropped  from  it  at  different  times,  first 
one  portion  and  then  another,  the  supplies 
necessary  for  the  carrying  on  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  came  to  be  voted  an<> 
Bually  by  parliament,  and  for  that  purpose 
it  became  necessary  that  parliament  should 
annually  meet.  I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  these 
eommon  piece  details  must  be  fatiguing 
and  weansome  to  the  House;  they  are 
the  mere  elements  and  rudiments  of  the 
constitution,  but  they  appear  to  me  to  be 
called  for  by  the  language  and  doctrines 
of  a  time,  when  theories  and  notions, 
founded  upon  ignorance  and  not  upon 
knowledge,  are  so  confidently  pot  forward 
as  the  undoubted  rights  of  tfafe  people,  and 
the  ancient  constitution  of  the  country. 

So  much  for  parliaments  annually 
holden»«but  for  parliaments  annually 
chosen,  they  were  never  dreamt  of  in 
those  days.  The  statute  of  Edward  the 
Srd  never  received  such  an  interpretation, 
and  that  it  never  did,  the  best  and  most 
convincing  proof  is  to  be  drawn  from  tlie 
16th  of  Charles  the  1st,  c«  1,  commonly 
called  the  Triennial  bill— a  statute  which 
Bsay  afford  to  parliamentary  reformers 
another  salutary  warning  and  admonition, 
drawn  from  the  same  times,  to  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr^  Canning^ 
has  already  with  the  same  view  referred. 
It  stands  the  first  act  of  that  parliament; 
the  seventh  act  of  tlie  same  session  is  that 
celebrated  law,  which  taking  from  the 
Crown  the  power  of  adjourning,prorogtting 
or  dissolving,  led  to  the  ovenhrow  of  the 
monarchy  and  the  estab]i*>hment  of  a  mi- 
litary despotism.  This  act,  it  must  be  re- 
collected, was  passed  by  those,  who, 
though  they  were  afterwards  led  or  urged 
into  culpable  excesses,  were  men  of  very 
great  uients,  of  as  great  talents  as  ever 
adorned  this  or  any  other  eottntrf ;  above 
all,  they  were  deeply  learned  in  the  laws 
mod  constitution  of  Mgland ;  and  hew  6<f 
they  state  in  the  preamble  of  this  statute 
the  law  and  usage  upon  this  subtect? 
They  say,  **  wheneas  by  the  laws  and  su- 
totes  of  this  realm,  the  parliament  ought 
to  be  hidden  at  least  once  every  year." 
Now,  Sir,  if  they  had  thought  that  the 
statute  of  Edward  the  Srd  itomanded  an 
Manual  dectkm,  can  it  be  oonoeh>ed  that 
thqr  woald  not  have  stated  and  asserted 


thiat  rigbt,  especiaDy  as  it  cannol  be  said 
of  them,  as  it  may  of  others  in  more  mm 
cieat  times,  that  they  knew  no  dilferenoa 
between  the  holding  and  the  electing  a 
parliament,  that  every  parliament  was  of 
course  a  new  one,  and  invdved  the  ne« 
cessity  of  a  fresh  election,  because  Uiey 
who  lived  in  the  reicn  of  Charles  the  Istf 
were  well  aware,  that  parliaments  had 
been  continually  adjourned  and  prorogued 
from  time  to  time.  They  knew  very  well 
that  one  of  the  parliaments  of  Edward  the 
6th  had  sat  ^ye^  and  one  of  Eli^abodi'e 
eleven  years ;  but  with  this  knowledge* 
what,  after  this  preamble,  do  they  proceed 
to  enact  ^  Do  they  provide  for  an  annual 
election  of  parlianient  ?  Ko ;  they  do  not 
even  provide  for  an  annual  meeting  of 
parliament ;  they  content  themselves  with 
securing  that  parliament  shall  not  be  in* 
termitted  for  three  years  {  they  ordido^ 
that  if  within  three  years  from  the  lasl 
day  of  the  hut  holdeo  narliament  the  king 
shall  not  stmnmon  anotner,  means  shall  ba 
taken  to  call  a  parliament  without  his  in* 
terventionf  ana  they  then  proceed  to 
enact,  that  if  the  king  shall  by  proroga* 
tion  or  adjournment  continue  a  parliament 
for  more  than  three  years,  but  without 
meeting  then  for  dispatcb  of  basiaess,  tha 
same  steps  shall  be  taken  as  if  no  par* 
liament  were  in  existenoe  at  all.  Batooea 
not  this  enactment  distinctly  recognisa 
the  power  of  proroguing,  drc.  in  theCrowa^ 
and  does  the  worthy  baronSt  think  that 
these  men  were  not  aware  of  the  statata 
of  Edward  the  Srd  ?  Does  he  conceiva 
they  did  not  understand  it  as  well  as  ha 
does  ?  Does  he  suppose  that  if  proroga* 
tions,  drc  had  been  iilegsl  and  contrary  to 
the  statute  law  of  the  realm,  they  wottld 
have  recognisod  and  sanctioned  them  ia 
this  dear  and  indisputable  manner?  Upoa 
the  whole,  Sir,  I  mean  distinctly  to  staftf, 
that  if  we  are  to  take  the  ancient  constl* 
tation  of  the  ceaetry  A>r  our  gn^de,*-if  k 
is  to  the  old  laws,  usagesi  and  practice^ 
we  are  called  upon  to  revert,  they  wlH 
not  lead  us  back  to  parliaments  annuafey 
chosen  or  aonoaDy  holded ;  they  will  lead 
us  back  to  an  independent  revenue  In  tha 
Crown,  and  to  parliaments  occasionally 
summoned  according  to  the  neeessitSes  of 
the  Crown  and  the  emergencies  of  tlia 
state.  This  was  the  ancient  sysle^i  oi 
this  country— a  system  which,  dnring  tha 
inteittission  of  paHisment^left  to  the  sub- 
ject, in  case  of  grievance  or  oppression, 
BO  redress  except  in  the  last  and  extreme 
recourse  of  resutance.    All  legal  meaaa 
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of  complaint  or  remedy  depended  solely.  | 
upon  the  accident  of  the  Crown  being  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  convening  a  par- 
liament, a  necessity  which  might  be  avoided 
by  the  frugality  of  a  cautious  sovereign, 
or  broken  through  by  the  violence  of  an 
unscrupulous  despot.  As  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  worthy  baronet,  it  is  a  ro- 
mance, a  fancy,  a  dream,  which  has  as 
little  foundation  in  precedent  and  exam- 
ple, as  it  has  in  sense  and  reason. 

Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  worthy 
baronet  is  sincere  in  the  cause  which  he  is 

Eursuing.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  be- 
eves that  his  scheme  is  practicable,  and 
that,  if  adopted,  it  would  redound  to  his 
own  honour  and  to  the  advantage  of  his 
country.  There  are,  however,  others, 
who  hold  these  opinions,  for  whom  I  can- 
not say  so  much;  because  there  are, 
amongst  them,  men  of  considerable  abili- 
ties, men  capable  of  long  views  and  of 
deep  designs,  men  of  great  political  know- 
ledge and  of  much  practical  experience, 
who  observe  the  course  of  events  and  the 
progress  of  opinions;  for  such  men  I  must 
say,  that  I  want  no  other  evidence  of 
their  insincerity,  no  stronffer  proof  of 
their  entertaining  other  and  ulterior  de- 
signs, than  their  profession  and  mainte- 
nance of  these  wild  and  idle,  but  popular 
opinions.  They  know  them  to  be  imprac- 
ticable, as  well  as*  we  do;  but  they  are 
ready  to  use  them  as  the  means  and  instru- 
ments of  battering  the  whole  fabric  of  our 
government  and  society  into  a  heap  of 
ruins,  over  which  they  hope  to  climb  mto 
supreme  power  and  unrestrained  domina- 
tion.. That  these  notions  are  entirely  wild 
and  visionary,  few  will  be  prepared  to  dis- 
pute ;  Vut  I  beg  leave  to  caution  gentle- 
men against  conceiving  that  their  wildness 
and  inconsistency  in  any  degree  divests 
them  of  a  formidable  and  daneerous  cha- 
racter. Amidst  the  many  warnmg  maxims 
which  may  be  drawn  from  that  great  re- 
pository of  woeful  experience,  the  French 
revolution,  we  have  it  upon  the  authority 
of  one,*  who  was  himself  deeply  eneaged, 
and  who,  I  fear,  cannot  be  excused  from 
much  of  the  guilt  of  those  times,  that  he 
had  observed,  during  the  whole  course  of 
those  convulsions,  that  invariably  that 
which  was  most  absurd  and  inconclusive 

*  "  C'est  presque  toujours  ce  qui  ^toit 
absurde,  qui  nous  a  conduits  a  ce  qui 
€toit  horrible.*'  Memoires  sur  la  Kevo- 
lution,  par  D.  J.  Garat :  Avertissemeni, 
p.  6. 
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in  reasoning,  led  to  every  thing  most  fe- 
rocious, sanguinary,  and  horrible  in  ac* 
tion. 

Mr*  Wn  Smith  said,  he  was  a  decided 
enemy  to  the  plan  of  reform  proposed, 
but  he  vindicated  the  views  of  the  radical 
reformers,  many  of  whom  he  believed  to 
be  conscientious  and  honest  men.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  reasoning  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  would 
have  precluded  all  reform,  moral,  rdi- 
gious,  or  political,  and  referred  to  the  pe- 
tition presented  by  Mr.  Grey  in  171)3,  as 
indisputably  proving  the  necessity  of  a  re* 
form.  He  was  glad  that  this  subject 
had  been  again  brought  forward,  because 
every  new  discussion  was  one  more  step 
to  the  attainment  of  reform ;  not  indeed 
the  reform  proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet^ 
but  rational  and  discreet  reform. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeti,  in  reply,  compli- 
mented the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr* 
Canning)  upon  the  openness  and  candour 
with  which  he  had  met  the  question.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  indeed  been  pe- 
culiarly unfortunate  in  referriog,  for  his- 
toricsl  illustration,  to  the  early  proceed- 
ings of  the  long  parliament  of  Charles  Ist^ 
and  seemed  to  have  forgotten,  that  the 
arbitrary  measures  then  adopted,  were 
owing  to  the  abandonment  of  the  system 
which  was  now  recommended.  If  parlia- 
ments had  then  been  annual,  the  long 
parlisment  would  never  have  existed,  nor 
perhaps  would  any  of  the  unhappy  conse- 
quences have  resulted,  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  equally  with  himself,  de- 
plored. However,  the  course  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  fair  and 
open ;  he  said  that  no  evil  existed,  and  of 
course  no  remedy  was  necessary ;  and  the 
matter  was  at  issue  upon  that  ground,  be- 
tween the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
msjority  of  the  nation. 

But  however  fair  was  the  proceeding  of 
the  right  hon.  ffentleman,  the  open. and 
avowed  enemy  of  reform,  nothing  could 
be  more  disingenuous  and  unfair,  than  the 
course  pursued  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
^ntleman  (Mr.  Brougham),  the  pro« 
tessed  friend  of  reform,  whose  eloquence 
might  indeed  be  amusing,  but  was  cer- 
tainly very  far  from  being  convincing. 
His  speecn  was  a  sort  of  salmagundi  of 
sarcasm,  panegyric,  and  verbosity,  of 
exaggeration  and  misrepresentstion, .  in 
which  the  words  were  more  abundant 
than  the  ideas,  the  irony  more  eonspt^ 
Guous  than  the  argument.  It  was  a  great 
mistake  in  the  bon*  and  learned  gentle- 
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man,  to  tappoi^  that  he  (litF.)  had  ever 
been  otherwise  than  a  defender  of  the 
principle  of  the  most  extended  suffrage. 
It  was  true,  that  he  had  proposed  and  de- 
fended a  more  limited  suftrage  than  he 
now  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.     Convinced  as  he  was,  that  a 
principle  unyielding  and  unbending,  that 
would  hear  no  reason,  or  take  into  ac- 
count   the    feelings  of  others,    became 
thereby  impracticable,  however  correct 
in  argument,  he  had  always  been  willing, 
as  he  still  was,  to  stop  short  of  the  utmost 
extent  to  which  the  principle  might  be 
carried,  but  he  was  no  new  convert  to  the 
truth  of  the  principle  itself.    The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  also  taken  great 
pains  to  misrepresent  the  inferences  which 
were  drawn  from   the  kings'  Speeches, 
which  formed  part  of  the  resolutions  then 
under  consideration.    He  had  been  either 
so  dull  in  apprehension,  or  so  expert  in 
misstatement,  as  to  infer  that  the  kings' 
speeches  were  employed  as  legal  autho- 
rities;  whereas  nothing  could  be  more 
plain,  than  that  they  were  introduced  as 
confessions  of  a  supposed  adverse  party, 
not  likely  to  make  too  great  concessions 
to  the  principles  maintamed.    The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  in  disputing  the 
sincerity  of  speeches  from  the  throne*  had 
represented  the  kings  of  England  either 
as  knaves  or  fools,    if  he  made  them  out 
to  be  insincere,  he  would  reflect  discredit 
on  the  kings  themselves,  but  not  on  the 
principles  which  th^y  and  their  ministers 
thought  it  their  interest  to  avow ;  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  ought  to  be 
aware,  that  it  was  the  truth  of  the  prin- 
ciples, and  not  the  sincerity  of  the  kinus, 
which  affected  the  present  argument    The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  also  com- 
mented on  the  words  <*  nuUus  liber  homo," 
in  Magna  Charta,   and  had  contended, 
that  because  the  word  **  liber*'  was  there, 
the  charter  was  of  no  avail  to  us  in  tfiis 
question ;  and  that  to  have  been  valuable 
to  us  in  argument,  the  words  ought  to 
have  been  •«  nulius  homo.'*    In  fact,  to  us 
it  was  so ;  since  at  this  time  there  were  no 
villains,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  {gentle- 
man would  not  venture  to  say,  that  any 
man  was  not  **  liber  homo."    Besides,  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  appeared  to 
be  entirely  ignorant  what  the  state  of  vil- 
lanage  was  in  this  country.    The  villain 
was  much  nearer  to  the  state  of  <<  liber 
homOf*'  than  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man seemed  to  imagine :  he  was  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  law;  he  bad  his  ar- 
il 


tide  in  Magna  Charta;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  idle  than  to  represent  him  to  have 
been  in  the  condition  of  a  West  Indian 
slave.    The  present  copyholder  was  hia 
successor ;  and  between  the  propertv  of 
a  copyholder  and  tbat  of  a  freeholder, 
there  was  little  more  than  a  technical  dif^ 
ference.    But  be  this  as  it  miffhty  the  bon» 
and  learned  gentleman  woiud  not  con- 
tend, that  at  present  there  were  any  per- 
sons in  the  state  of  villianage ;  and  there- 
fore, if  in  ancient  times  every  man,  not 
a  villain,  was  entitled  to  suffrage,  it  was 
not  too  much  to  say  that  every  man  now 
was.    The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
in  his  new  zeal  for  whigaism,  had  be* 
stowed  great  praise  upon  the  Revolution, 
and  even  on  the  Septennial  act.    He  for- 
got that  all  that  was  obtained  at  the  Re- 
volution was  a  declaration,   which  had 
f  roved  altoaetber  aa  inefficient  aa  Magaa 
Iharta,  and  the  aubsequent  act,  for  bet- 
ter securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
subject.    The  act  of  Settlement  had  pro- 
vided, that  England  should  be  engaged  in 
no  war  for  foreign  dominions;   that  all 
business,  properly  cognisable  in  the  privy 
council,  snould  be  transacted  there,  and 
that   all   resolutions    taken    thereupon, 
should  be  signed  by  the  persona  who  ad- 
vised or  consented  to  the  same— that  no 
foreigner  should  hold  an  office,  civil  or 
military— and  that  no  placeman  or  pen- 
sioner should  have  a  seat  in  thia  House. 
In  spite  of  all  this,  we  were  now  loaded 
J  with  hundreda  of  millions  of  debt,  in- 
curred in  contending  not  only  for  the  fo- 
reign dominions  of  the  king,  but  for  the 
dominions  of  foreif;n  kings— the  btisineaa 
vriiich  was  Cognizable,  and  ought  to  be 
transacted  in  the  privy  council,  which  the 
conftitution  had  provided  for  the  security 
of  the  subject,   was  carried  on  covertlj 
and  irresponsibly  by  a  junto,  in  an  un- 
constitutional new-fangled  cabinet,  made 
on  the  model  first  framed  by  the  atrocious 
contrivers  of  the  sanguinary  scenes  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  day  in  France— Germane 
have  had   the  command  of  English  dis- 
tricts—and the  House  of  Commons  was 
notoriously  crowded  with  placemen  and 
pensioners.    In  short,  all  the  wholesome 
provisions  which  had  been  made  for  the 
protection  of  the  people,  had  been  vio- 
lated, set  at  nought,  and  buried  in  the 
corruption  of  a  House  of  Commons,  neg- 
lecting the  voice,  and  not  regarding  the 
interests  of  the  people. 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  whilst 
he  professed  himself  friendly  to  refonui^ 
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it  was  not  unusual  to  have  two  or  three 
new  parliamenfi  in    one  and  the  same 
year»  and  there  were  instances  of  a  ttiU 
greater  number ;   and,    therefore,  if  the 
vote  of  this  night  depended  on  the  fact  of 
annual  or  more  frequent  parliaments  hav- 
ing ever  been  the  practice  of  the  Englfsh 
government,    he    should    rest    perfectly 
satisfied^  and  be  confident  of  obtaining 
the  vote  by   that    criterion.    The   hoo. 
gentleman,  whilst  he  arrogated  to  hicnaelf 
superior  knowledge  of  history,  had  only 
shown  how  little  he  was  acquainted  with 
it,  and  whilst  he  betraj^ed  his  little  ac- 
qoaiiitancewitha  subject  so  material  to  the 
question,  he  had  attempted  to  undervalue 
the  labours  of  bis  (sir  r.'s)  worthy  friend, 
major  Cartwright.   because  forsooth  he 
had  misconstrued    three   words    of  law 
Jjatin-'lt   language  which    the  worthy 
major    having    been,  bred  to    the   seiK 
service,  never  pretended  to  h^ve  learned  ; 
and  which  (whe^ier  he  t^new  it  or  not) 
was  quite  immaterial  to  the  question.    la 
fact,  however,  this  apparent  disparagement 
was  a  compliment  paid  to  the  major  by 
the   hon.    gentleoian,    who   showed  hit 
eagerness  to  cavil  at  a  trifle,  the  major's 
arguments  not  being  easily  controverted^ 
though  hia  scholarship  might  be  disputed. 
He  was  happy  to  find  that  the  right 
hon.     gentleman     (Mr.    Canning)    was 
gratified    by  the   question   having  been 
brought  forward  so  distinctly  as  it  was  in 
the  Resolutions  now  proposed.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  prove  equally  gratifying  te 
the  people.    At  all  events,  he  had,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  performed  his  duty 
to  the  country.    That  some  change  in  the 
system  of  representation  was  necessary, 
was,  he  believed,    pretty  generally  ad* 
mitted;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  im- 
pression would  become  still  more  extensive^ 
and  that  the  time  would  come,  when  all 
candid  men  of  all  parties  would  call  for  re* 
form,  although  he  could  not  hope  to  make 
a  convert  of  tlie  rigl>t  hon.  gentleman* 
who  was  too  well  satisfied  with  the  state  of 
things  under  whjch  he  flourished.    Cor* 
ruption  in  his  eyes  wore  no  deformity ;  he 
addressed  her  as  4  lover  addressed  hie 
mistress;  he  saw  no  defects— what  others 
thought  blemishes,  he  considered  as  beau- 
ties—he seemed  to  say, 

*'  I  read  thee  over  with  a  lover's  eye, 
Thou  hast  no  faults,  or  I  no  fault  can  spy ; 
Thou  art  all  beauty,  or  all  blindness  I." 

*  As  to  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  exercise  of  what  was  called  uoi* 
versal  sttffiragei  he  could  see  no  founda^ 


liad,  at  the  same  time,  attempted  to  render 
yidiculeus  the  ablest  advocate  which  re* 
form  had  ever  found-*the  illustrious  and 
unrivalled  Benth^m.    It  was  in  vain,  how- 
ever, for  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
to  attempt,  by  stale  jokes  and  misapplied 
sarcasm,  to  undervalue  the  efforts  of  a 
9und  the  most  comprehensive,  informed, 
accurate,  acute,  and  philosophical,  that 
had  perhaps  in  any  time  or  in  any  country 
been  applied  to  the  subject  of  legislation, 
and  which,  forttmately  for  mankind,  had 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  reform,  the 
most  important  of  all  political  subjects. 
TThe  abilities  of  Bentham,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  could  not  dispute*^ 
bis  disinterestedness  he  could  not  deny— 
his  benevolence  he  could  not  but  admire 
«<»find  his  unremitted  labours  he  would  do 
W^H  to  respect,  and  not  attempt  to  dis- 
parage.   The  conviction  of  such  a  mind, 
af^  aaature  investigation,  overcoming  pre- 
eonceived  prejudice,  could  not  be  repre- 
sented ss  the  result  of  wild  and  visionary 
tpeculation ;  and  the  sealous  and  honest 
adherents  of  the  cause  of  reform  might  be 
wdl  contented  to  rest  the  question  on  the 
foundations,  broad  and  deep,  upon  which 
9eatbam  had  placed  it.    The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  therefore,  unless  he 
found  himself  competent  at  least  to  at- 
tempt to  answer  the  reasons  of  Bentham, 
ought,    for  his  own  sake,    to  be  more 
oautious  how  he  endeavoured  to  misre* 
present  those  reasons,  or  to  effect,  by  mis- 
statement, what  he  was  unable  to  accom- 
plish by  argument. 
It  was  in  vain  to  reason  with  the  hon. 

{entleman,who  spoke  last  but  one  ^Mr. 
<amb),  as  his  imagination  seeraea  to 
eohjure  up  dangers  as  unsubstantisl  as 
those  of  children  frightened  at  their  own 
ideas  of  ghosts  and  hobgoblins :  but  as  to 
the  statement  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  made,  that  parliaments  had  never  been 
annually  elected  and  held,  it  was  altogether 
erroneous,  it  being  a  fact  proved  by 
writs,  returns,  and  records,  still  extant, 
that  parliaments  were  elected  and  held 
annually,  or  more  frequently,  from  the 
32od  year  of  Edward  the  1st,  to  the  time 
of  the  civil  wars  between  the  houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  with  few  exceptions, 
which  might  generally  be  accounted  for 
from  temporary  circumstances.  Notwith- 
standing the  prorogations  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  (which  indeed  were 
not  denied,  and  did  not  affect  the  ques« 
tiott)  no  parliament  lasted  so  long  as  a 
ywXf  till  Ibe  23rd  year  of  Henry  the  6th : 


1185] 


Jixr  a  Rrfarm  tfPofUamtnt. 


Juke  2,  1818. 


[11^ 


tion  for  It,-,  unless  ft  could  be  supposed 
jthat  all  the  people  would  go  road  when 
they  became  free ;  and  would  abuse  their 
liberties,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
their  own  happiness. 

The  question  being  put,  **  That  the 
order  of  the  day  be  now  read,"  the  House 
divided : 

Ayes • 1€6 

Noes 0 

Sir  F.  Burdett  and  lord  Cochrane  were 
appointed  tellers  for  the  Noes* 

Lord  Cochrane  presented  a  Petition 
from  William  Cobbett,  praying  for  annual 
parliaments  and  universal  sufirage.  AAer 
the  clerk  had  read  through  the  greater 
part  of  it»  Mr.  Fazakeriey  rose  and  moved 
that  the  House  be  counted,  when  there 
not  being  forty  members  present,  an  ad- 
journment took  place* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednesday^  June  3. 

ft 

PaiVATBLT      StBALINO       IK      ShOPS 

Bill.]  Lord  Holland  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill.  He  said,  that  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  so  well  known  that 
it  would  be  superfluous  for  him  then  to 
enter  into  any  detail  upon  the  subject, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  importance  and 
propriety  of  the  measure  was  so  fully  felt 
b^  their  lordships,  as  to  leave  nothing  for 
him  to  do,  but  to  move  that  the  bill  be 
then  read  the  second  time. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  the  bill, 
together  with  its  principle  and  object, 
had  indeed,  been  frequently  and  amply 
discussed  in  that  House,  as  well  as  in 
another  place.  The  opinions  which  he  had 
entertained  of  it  he  had  more  tlum  once 
cpmrounicated  to  their  lordships,  and  he 
had  then  only  farther  to  say,  that  his  bpt- 
nions  had  not  since  undergone  any 
change.  He  was  nevertheless  open  to 
conviction,  and  whenever  the  question  for 
reconsideration  might  be  proposed  in  thot 
House  at  the  period  of  a  session  when 
there  would  he  time  for  discussing  it 
effectually,  he  should  willingly  enter  into 
such  discussion. 

The  motion  for  the  second  reading  w:as 
then  negatived, 

FuBCR&SE  OF  GAftfB  BitL«]  On  the 
motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill, 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  repeated  the  ar- 
guments which  he  had  expressed  last 
night,  and  moved  an  aiaendment  to  the 
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e&ct,  that  for  the  first  offence  the  person 
convicted  of  violating  the  statute  should 
be  committed  to  the  House  of  correction 
for  three  months,  and  for  any  subsequent 
offence  for  four  months,  without  bail  or 
mainprise. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon^  though  agree« 
ing  in  many  points  with  the  noble  ear), 
could  not  assent  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thought  it  waa 
impossible  for  a  diversity  of  opinions  to 
ekist  among  their  lordships  respecting  the 
oppression  and  Teal  impolicy  or  the  system 
on  which  the  game  laws  subsisted.  He 
thought  the  whole  ought  to  undergo  a 
diligent  and  minute  revision,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  result  of  such  an  inquiry 
would  show  that  It  would  be  right  to  make 
lawful  both  the  purchase  and  the  sate  of 
game. 

The  Earl  of  Weiimarland  waa  of  opi- 
nion that  much  erroneous  prejudice  pre^ 
vailed  resfteciing  the  enactments  which 
had  succecsively  been  made  for  the  pre- 
servation of  game.  Bnt  without  entering 
minutely  into  the  question,  he  must  ol^ 
serve,  that  if  the  system  of  the  game  laws 
were  to  be  acted  upon,  they  ought  to 
operate  generally  and  impartiiilly. 

Lord  HoUttnd  observed,  that  when  he 
had  remarked  that  .the  game  laws  were 
cruel  and  oppressive,  he  at  the  same  time' 
admitted  the  difficuky  of  furnishing  an 
adequate  remedy ;  ana  he  certainly  could 
not  consider  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  noble  earl  as  being  very  conducive  to 
that  end. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.  After 
which  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time»  and 
passed. 

State  of  thb  Prisons  of  the  EiNa- 
DOM.]  The  Marquis  o^Lansdowne,  in  pur^ 
suance  of  tlie  notice' he  had  given-,  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  their  ]ordshi))s  to  the 
present  state  of  the  prisons  of  thu  United 
Kingdom.  In  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  subject,  he  should  have  oc- 
casion to  refer  their  lordslnps  to  important 
facts  Stated  in  the  report  or  the  House  of 
Commons  on  this  subject,  a  document 
containing  statements  which  deserved  the 
peculiar  and  serious  consideration  of  their 
iordshipa  From  the  information  contain- 
ed in  that  report,  it  appeared  that  in  the 
course  of  ten  years  such  had  been  the 
progress  of  crimes,  that  they  had  increased 
to  three  times  their  former  amount.  < 
Whether  their  lordahips  were  to  consider 
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tXxiB  iQcr0«ae  with  retpect  to  the  number 
pf    persons    charged    with    coismittiDg 
crimes,  or  the  number  ooovieted>  the  pro- 
gress was  most  alarming  within  the  jperiod 
lie  bad  slated.  The  number  of  the  former 
class  had  been  doubled,  and  that  of  the 
latter  had  increased  at  least  180  per  cent. 
;ia  1805,  lfiQ6,  and  1807.  the  number  of 
peraoos  eonvioted  amounted  to  9,ti65«  In 
1815, 1816,  and  1817,  the  number  of  that 
ipiass  wps  19,7S$.    This  ^s  a  most  ap- 
ipalting  6,tale9ai^oti  and  one  which  he  was 
^ofid^nt  ibair  lordships  would  agree  with 
jb^cp  (9uid  not  be  allowed  to  remain  on 
c^or^,  wiiho^ut  parUament  or  government 
jyistitttting  aa  inquirjr  into  the  means  of 
4pplyir^g  a  remedy  to  90  dsngeroua  an 
eviL    The   ststement    was    of  a  nature 
'Which    ether,  governments    might  have 
ittOiught  right  t9  i:oiDjceai,  but  it  was  hap- 
pily the  policy  of  this  country  to  submit 
to  thf  world  esfery  thing  connected  with 
its  situation.     In  consequence  of  this  po- 
^c;^,  evilf  soon  became  the   aubjeet   of 
a^rious  consideration!  and  remedies  were 
applied  before  they  became  inouraUe.  In 
xjbe  oie^n  iime»  it  was  not  to  any  remote 
^pecu|^tion  on  the  cauae  of  thia  evil*  that 
tie  meant  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House.    Whether  it  was  to  the  late  war, 
and  tlie  poverty  and  distress  which  fol- 
lowed it^to  the  increase  of  population  as 
aome  asserted-r-to  the  paper  currency,  as 
was  maintained  by  othera— or  to  all  those 
causes  combined,  were  questions  which 
lie  should   not  now  discuss.    Whatever 
wight  be  the  reaoote  cause  of  the  progres- 
sive increase  of  crimes,  the  evil  was  one 
which  could  not  be  indifierent  to  their 
}ordahips,   and    to   which    it   most   be 
their    desire   to   anply,   as    speedily  as 
possible,  a  practical  remedy.    As  to  the 
ipore  immediate  causea,  it  appeared  from 
ihe  aUtement  to  which  he  had  referred, 
that  a  very  obviotts  one  was  to  be  found 
in  ihe  present  state  of    the  prisons,  in 
-which  perscHis  charged  with  all  kinds  and 
degrees  of  offences  were  indiscriminately 
huddled  together.  In  some  countryprisons 
persons  charged  with  robbery  ana  every 
description  pf  felony,  with  manslaughter, 
offisnces  against  the  game  laws,  against  the 
laws  for  protecting  tho  woollen  and  cotton 
snanu&ctures,  profane  swearing,  breach  of 
contract,  assault,  &c.  were  confined  io  such 
a  manner,  that  they  must  necessarily  com- 
municate together.    The  great  variety  of 
offences  to  which  he  had  referred,  wes  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  aociety  in  a 
arealthy  (^d  highly  etvihsed  country,  and 


that  varietjr  of  ofEmces  had  been  provided 
against. by*  a  gradation  of  punishments. 
But  the  effect  of  thia  atfite  or  things  was, 
that  according  to  the   present   state  of 
gHoIs  a  great  multitude  of  persons,  ndiosa 
degrees  of  criminality  were  very  difierent, 
must  be  confined  in  the  same  place,  with 
all  the  facilities  of  a  communication  which 
could  not  fail. to  be  attended  with  perni- 
cious results.    It  appeared  frnm  the  in- 
formation now  before  their  lordships,  that 
a  population  amounting  to  no  less  than 
14,000  persons  was  annually  consigned  to 
these  mansions,  so  unfit  for  the  purpose 
to  which  they  are  destined.    Out  of  that 
number,  it  was  probable  that  not  less  than 
13,000  were     permitted    to    return   to 
society,   ^ther  by  bdng  acquitted,  or 
after  having  undergone  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment.    In  what  a  state  of  degntt 
dation  must  they  under  the  present  system 
return  to  the  duties,  or,  he  was  afraid, 
rather  to  the  vices  of  civilised  men.  Their 
lordships  ought  to  remember  the  maxim, 
**  Parum  est  afficere  improbos  poena,  nisi 
et   contineas  probes  disciplina.''    Some 
attempts  had  already  been  made    with 
considerable  success  to  obviate  the  evil 
which  he  had  pointed  out*    Mr.  Howard 
was  the  first  who  introduced  a  plan  for 
the  classification  of  prisoners  according  to 
their  ofimces.    A  prison  was  built  on  his 
plan  in  Bedfordshire,  and  other  counties 
soon  fi>llowed  the  example  with  more  or 
less  success.    Still,  however,  the  public 
prisons  were  in  a  most  deplorable  state.  In 
calling  their   lordships  attention  to  tlie 
situation  of  these  places  of  confinement', 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  refer  them  to 
the  statements  in  some  excellent  works 
on  the  subject  lately  published,  and  in 
particular,  to  the  works  of  Mr.  Nield  and 
Mr.  Buxton.    In  the  former  they  would 
find  an  account  of  the  prison  of  Bristol, 
which  merited  their  consideration.    But  it 
was  not  merely  to  the  state  of  the  gaols 
in  distant  towns,  or  the  provinceSi  that 
their  lordahipa  would  see  reason  to  direct 
their  inquiries;  they   would  learn  Chat 
practices,  which  were  the  very  reverse  of 
what  was  calculated  to  promote  reform, 
were  continued  in  the  eaels  in  and  about 
the  metropolis.    He  wiuied  their  lordshins 
to  read  in  Mr.  Buxton's  admirable  book, 
his  deseription  of  the  state  of  the  Borough 
prison ;  a  prison,  tfie  jurisdiction  of  whicn, 
as  he  observes*  extends  over  five  narifl^. 
**On  entrance,  you    come  to  mt  male 
ielona  ward  and  yard,  in  which  are  boA 
the  tried  and  tlie  untried-*  thpse  in  dmfxiii 
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9tid  ihoie  without  tlMin«-boj«aBd  meo*- 
persons.  for  petty  ofencet,  and  fof  the 
most  atrocious  feionie8*-*for  nmpla  asmiilt 
— -fol'  being  disorderly-— for  small  thefts-— 
for  Issuing  bad  notes— -for  forgery,  and 
for  robbery.  They  were  einplo;^ed  io 
tome  kind  of  gamingt  and  they  said  they 
had  hothing  else  to  do.'*  After  this  com- 
aseaeemeot,  it  could  not  surprise  their 
Wrdshlps  to  find  the  author  concluding  his 
account  of  the  Borough  Compter  with 
this  observation  :*-<*  The  gaoler  told  moy 
that  in  aii  experience  of  nine  years  ha 
had  never  known  an  instanoe  of  reforaia* 
lion;  he  thought  the  prisoners  grew 
worse  I  and  he  was  sure,  if  you  took  the 
first  boy  you  met  with  in  the  streets  and 
placed  him  in  his  prison,  by  the  end  of 
the  month  he  would  be  as  bad  as  the  rest." 
This  deso'iptiony  he  wss  afraid,  would 
apply  but  with  too  much  truth  to  many 
«thar  prisons  of  the  metropolis.  To  this 
fwincipal  prison  it  was  impossible,  from 
liie  maimer  in  which  it  was  constantly 
ertowded,  to  appiy  any  general  system  of 
n^ulations.  Tliere  it  was  necessary  to 
phoce  several  felons  in  the  same  cell,  and 
peraons  of  very  different  descriptions  of 
•£Bsnees  were  mixed  together.  The  con- 
sequences were  such  as  might 'be  ex* 
looted,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of 
tfaflit  meritorious  inditridual,  Mrs.  Fry,  who 
had  come  like  the  genius  of  good  into  this 
scene  of  misery  and  vice^  and  had  by  her 
wonderful  influence  and  exertions  pro* 
duced  in  a  short  time  a  most  extraordinary 
reform  ahiong  the  moat  abandoned  class 
of  prisoners.  After  this  great  example 
of  humanity  and  benevolence,  he  would 
leave  it  to  their  lordships  how  much  good 
persons  similarly  disposed  might  etfect  in 
other  prisons,  were  the  mechanism,  if  he 
might  use  the  expression,  of  those  places 
ef  confiaement  better  adapted  to  the  pur- 
poscss  of  i^efomiation.  The  institutton-ef 
the  great  Peniteintiary-houae  was  likely 
to  be  attended  with  great  advantages» 
ihoisgh  he  did  not  approve  of  all  the  re^ 
gaktiotts.  That  establishment  was  a  great 
at^  taken  in  the  important  work  of  re* 
lermation.  He  was  aware  there  were 
parsoto  whe  considered  all  attempts  of 
this  kind  as  useless ;  who  thooght  tnat  aH 
tbat  could  be  done  was  to  provide  for  the 
safe  custody  of  prisoners,  arid  that  at- 
tanpts  to  reform  them  were  hopeless. 
1^  those  who  entertained  thii  notmir  go 
and  see  what  had  been  effiecled  by  Mrs. 
Fry,  anid  other  benerdiene  pcusons,  in 
)fewgata(.    The.acenerwlieh  paand  tMe 


weald  indooe  them  to  alter  their  opinion. 
There  were  moments  #ben  the  hardest 
hearts  could  be  softened  and  dispoied  to 
reform.  A  most  profound  observer  of 
human  nature  had  made  one  of  his  cht* 
racters  say,  *'  I  am  so  steeped  in  guilty 
the  smallest  wind  can  shaxe  me;*'  and 
these  were  the  moments  which  could  be 
advantageously  seized.  The  evil  eftecis 
of  the  state  of  this  prison  whre  made  ma« 
nifest  by  the  fact,  that  40  per  cent  df  the 
persons  discharged  from  it  returned  to  it ; 
whereas  the  returns  to  gaols  conducted  on 
ether  prhictples,  and  with  better  aocom^ 
ttodaiion  for  classifying  the  prisoner^,  did 
not  exceed  5  per  cent*  If  by  mansgement 
and  regulation,  tliii  difference  between  5 
and  40  per  cent  couid  in  any  degree  be  di^ 
mioished,  such  an  object  would  be  most  de- 
sirable, in  another  session  be  hoped  their 
lordships  would  meet  the  question  man^ 
fully.  If  in  one  system  they  saw  only  a  nur^ 
sery  for  crimes,  where  the  juvenile  offende# 
was  exposed  to  temptations^  which,  be« 
eaiMo  Uiey  required  ingenuity  and  bold^ 
aess  were  not  ttie  less  attractive  to  youths 
ful  minds— while,  in  another,  they  saw 
the  example  of  offendera  corrected  and 
returned  with  improved  characters  to 
society,  could  they  hesitate  to  choose  be^ 
tween  them?  With  a  view  to  promote 
the  application  of  an  effectual  remedy  td 
this  great  malady,  he  would  propose  an 
address  to  the  Crown,  it  had  been  hM 
wish  to  obtain  the  facts  most  desirable  te 
be  known  in  a  tabular  form,  but  it  was  not 
usual  to  state  such  an  ob]ect  in  an  ad« 
dress.  He  was,  however,  conviaced  thai 
tlie  noble  secretary  of  state  in  whose  de*^ 
partraent  it  would  iail  to  give  ordefs  for 
making  the  returns,  would  not  fail  to  di* 
reet  the  information  to  be  drawn  up  in  the 
most  convenient  form  for  theif  lordships. 
The  aoble  marquis  concluded  with  moving 
a»  address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  to  re^ 
^est  that  his  royal  highness  would  be 
pleased  to  order  to  be  laid  before  tbciv 
rardslnpsi  early  in  the  next  session,  an 
aecoant  of  the  sute  of  all  gaols#  housaa 
of  correction,  and  penitentiary  houses  iq 
the  united  kitigdom^  with  an  account  of 
the  number  of  prisoners  confined  thereia 
dariag  the;  year  Ig^lS,  their  ages,  llie  Boin« 
ber  and  mode  of  their  classification,  theis 
allowance  of  food  and  clothing ;  also  an 
account  of  ail  the  regulations  which  had 
been  detiated  fromv  witb  the  reason  and 
oeeasion  of  euoh  deviation^ 

Lord  SidmotOh  agreed  with  tHe  noble 
aimpiii  Aai  h^  ceuU  net  pi^epose  a  sab« 
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ject  of  greater  importance  for  the  coasi- 
deration  4>f  the  House,  aod  it  had  been 
his  intention,  in  the  interval  between  the 
close  and  meeting  of  parliament,  to  roaka 
inquiries  to  the  same  eiFect«  if  the  noble 
marquis  had  not  brought  forward  the  pre^ 
•ent  motion.  He  wa»  iorry  that  the  noble 
marquis's  statement  respecting  the  in- 
creasje  of  crime  was  but  coo  true.  What 
were  tlie  causes  of  tdis  increase  it  was  not 
easy  to  point  out  with  accuracy ;  but  there 
had  lately  been  some  peculiar  circuro- 
stances  which  might  in  some  manner  ac- 
count for  it.  The  return  from  a  state  of 
war  to  a  state  of  peace  had  occasioned 
the  dit»charge  of  a  number  of  individuals, 
who  were  for  a  time  destitute  of  employ- 
ment, and  on  such  occasions  there  had 
always  been  an  increase  of  crime.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  which  succeeded  the 
close  of  the  war  before  the  last,  the  in- 
crease of  crimes  had  been  nearly  double ; 
but  four  years  afterwards  the  amount  was 
not  greater  than  it  had  been  the  four  years 
preceding.  At  the  close  of  the  last  war, 
there  had  been  a  greater  discharge  of 
seamen  and  soldiers  than  had  ever  been 
known  at  auy  former  period :  and  at  the 
same  time  he  must  remark,  that  the 
terror  of  punishment  had  been  very  consi- 
derably diminished*  .He  must  contend 
that  the  dread  of  punishment,  by  impri- 
sonment especially,  was  almost  done  away 
by  the  very  philanthropy  that  was  endea- 
vouring to  render  prisons  rather  places  of 
accommodation  than  puaishment.  It  was 
notorious  also,  that  the  dread  of  trans- 
portation had  almost  entirely  subsided, 
aod  perhaps  had  been  succeeded  by  a  de- 
sire to  emigrate  to  New  South  Wales. 
Indeed,  the  situation  of  the  convicts  there 
was  very  different  from  what  it  used  to  be : 
formerly  thev  were  placed  on  their  arrival 
in  a  state  of  almost  absolute  slavery,  but 
now  the  case  was  very  much  altered*  As 
to  the  state  of  the  prisons  themselves,  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  many  .of  them, 
.while  there  was  such  a  neglect  of  labour 
as  at  present,  were  only  schools  for  de- 
pravity and  crime.  Under  these  circum- 
'stanoesf  there  were  other  feiatures,  in  the 
returns  that  had  been  made  that  must 
make  a  strong  impression  on  their  lord- 
ships. While  the  number  of  crimes  and 
commitments  had  vtiy.  considerably  in^ 
creased,  the  number  of  capital  punish- 
ments had  diminisbefjs  within  the  first 
seven  of  tlie  last  thirty  years  nearly. ono'^ 
half  of  the  numbers  condemned  usually 
suffered  deckth;  while  in  the  aaveu  yjeacs 
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from  17d8,  of  8S  who  were  condemned, 
only  \4f  suftercd  death ;  and  in  the  latest 
period  of  the  returns,  it  appeared  that  not 
more  than  one-eighth  of  those  who  were 
condemned  were  left  for  execution.  The 
chance  of  escape  must  add  to  the  temp« 
tation^to  commit  crime.  He  mentioned 
the  circomstance,  because  it  had  been 
said  that  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  this 
country  was  a  system  of  sanguinary  ven- 
geance ;  at  least  this  language  had  been 
held  in  a  publication  which,  on  many  other 
accounts,  he  held  in  high  estimation. 
When  we  saw,  however,  that  these  were 
the  effects  of  the  fear  of  punishment  being 
diminislied,  it  became  necessary  either  to 
render  punishment  so  certain  and  effectual 
as  to  produce  a  wholesome  fear  of  their 
infliction,  or  to  prevent  the  increase  of 
crime  by  improving  the  sysitem  of  manag- 
ing our  prisons ;  by  classifying,  educating, 
and  employing  the  prisoners,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  necessit]^  of  executing  the 
laws  in  their  utmost  rigour.  He  thanked 
the  noble  marquis  for  bringing  this  sub- 
ject under  the  notice  of  the  House.  He 
luid  no  doubt  that  when  the  returns  were 
made,  their  lordships  would  esteem  it  their 
duty  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  who  should  consider  those  re- 
turns, examine  the  subject  in  detail,  and 
make  a  report  to  the  House.  On  that 
report  being  made,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
result  would  be  an  improvement  of  the 
system,  and  he  cordially  concurred  in  tha 
motion  that  had  been  made.  . 

The  motion  was  tlien  agreed  to  nentm 
dis. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

fVednesdat/f  June  3, 

Report  prom  the  Committee  ov 
Public  Breweries.]  Mr.  Lockhari 
broui^ht  up  the  Report  of  the  Coomiittee 
on  Public  Breweries.  In  laying  this  re- 
port on  the  table,  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  complaints  made  by 
the  public  on  this  subjectj  which  were 
.  cliiefly  the  high  price  of  porter,  the  infe- 
rior quality,  the  mixture  of  deleterious  in- 
gredients in  the  article,  the  monopoly  by 
eleven  great  bnewers, .  and  the  Ucepsiog 
system.  As  to  the  price,  the  comnuttee, 
after  a  full  examination,  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  prices  were  neither  unfair,  nor 
unreasonable,  or  the  profit  more  tbao  the 
brewer  was  entitled  to,  according  to  the 
price  of  the  fair  ingredients  be  hsjdto  use* 
Ilie  committee  gave  no  opinion  on  the  in« 
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terett  obtained  by  advances  to  publicans 
on  leases  of  particular  houses,  and  its  ef- 
fect on  the  price.    As  to  the  intermixture 
of  deleterious  ingredients,    they  had  en- 
tered into  the  fullest  examination,   by  a 
reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  Excise 
board,  and  other  competent  authorities. 
They  felt  the  importance  of  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry,,  and  were  happy  to  state* 
that  not  a  single  instance  was  to  be  found 
of  the  use  of  any  such  ingredients  in  any 
of  the  eleven  great  breweries.    In  one  in- 
stance (and  this  waS  a  solitary  exception) 
the  Jate  Mr.  Thomas  Meux  had  been  pro- 
secuted for  usin*r  the  salt  of  tartar  in  one 
paVttcular  case ;   it  was  however  alleged 
at  the  time,  that  this  was  not  a  deleterious  i 
ingredient.     The  inquiry  of  the  committee  ; 
had  gone  back  for  six  or  seven  years, ! 
and  it  was  gratifying  to  find,   that  the 
eleven  great  breweries  stood  exonerated  ! 
from  the  use  of  any  other  ingredient  in  the 
composition  of  their  porter  than  malt  and 
hops,  and  the  mixtures  allowed  by  law.  j 
lYhen  the  committee  made  this  important ; 
statement,  they  felt  it  right  to  add,   that 
though  the  great  brewers  already  alluded 
to,  stood  completely  exonerated  on  this 
important  point,  yet  it  had  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee,  that  some  aelelerious 
ingredients  had  been  used  by  some  of  the 
small  brewers,  and  also  that  they  had  been 
purchased  by  some  publicans,  and  mixed 
up  with  their  porter  for  the  retail  trade, 
though  wholly  unknown  to  the  brewer, 
whose  manufacture  was  thus  deteriorated 
after  it  was  delivered  from  his  house.    In- 
deed, in  some  instances  it  had  been  found, 
that  the  publican  had  been  furnished  with 
a  book  of  instructions,  to  guide  him  in  the 
intermixture  of  the  ingredieots  with  which 
he  wished  to  adulterate  his  porter.    The 
"Committee  had  also  looked  into  the  nature 
of  the  licensing  system,  as  connected  with 
the  trade  of  the  victualler,  and  found  in 
it  many  iibuses,  which  it  was  yet  difficult 
to  remedy  without  trencl)4ng  upon  the  va- 
lidity and  security  of  a  system  of  private 
property,   which  had  long  been  suffered 
to  exist,  owing  perhaps,  to  the  inattention 
of  the  legislature.    They  had  found,  that 
from  the  system  of  a  large  number  of 
houses  bemg  in  certain  places  under  the 
control  of  one  man,   some  evils  existed, 
not  indeed  so  inuch  (if  at  all)  in  the  me- 
tropolis,  as  in  the  country  parts,    where 
the  evil  was  so  much  felt,  that  it  became 
Necessary  in  one  place  to  collect  together 
the  principal  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of 
the  neighbourhood,  to  Yote  for  the  licence 


of  a  free  house,  which  would  sell  a  dif- 
ferent quality  of  porter  from  that  pre> 
viously  vended  in  the  neighbourhood.-^ 
Though  the  committee  could  not  recom- 
mend any  interference  with  the  principle 
of  property  which  had  grown  up  under 
this  system,  yet  they  ventured  to  recom- 
mend' a  prospective  measure,  and  it  was, 
that  the  magistrates  should  have  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  refuse  a  licence,  when 
hereafter  one  should  be  called  fur,  to  such 
house  as  might  fall  into  the  brewer's  hands 
by  any  arrangement  with  the  holder,  to 
vend  exclusively  any  particular  article. 
The  committee  were  fully  of  opinion,  that 
so  far  from  the  large  brewers  having,  as 
was  supposed,  done  a  public  injury,  by 
reason  of  what  was  called  the  monopoly 
of  their  trade ;  they  had,  od  the  contrary, 
done  a  public  benefit,  by  the  superior  ar- 
ticle it  was  ascertained  they  were  enabled 
to  furnish,  from  the  better  arrangements 
which  their  large  and  extensive  capitals 
necessarily  commanded.  It  was  right  to 
state,  that  four  of  the  principal  brewers 
had  voluntarily  come  forward  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  tendered  in  the  amplest  and 
clearest  manner  the  whole  particulars  re« 
lative  to  the  management  of  the  trade, 
and  the  ingredients  they  usedin  their  ma- 
nufacture. The  comniittee  strongly  point* 
ed  out  the  necessity  of  rigorously  enforcing 
the  penalti^  against  persons  found  adul- 
terathrg  their  porter. 

Mr.  John  Smith  expressed  his  approba- 
tiDn  of  the  report,  and  the  pleasure  he 
felt  at  the  full  and  complete  removal 
which  it  must  effect,  of  the  prejudice  that 
had  gone  abroad  in  the  public  mind  on 
the  subject  of  the  large  breweries.  The 
report  must  completely  remove  such  an 
imputation  from  tne  eleven  great  breweries 
of  the  metropolis.  It  was  now,  clearly 
and  satisfactorily  made  out,  that  these 
large  establishYnents  manufactured  nothing 
but  the  genuine  article.  The  effect  of 
this  most  satisfactory  explanation  would 
be,  he  trusted,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  would  adhere  to  the  good  old  Eng- 
lish beverage  of  porter,  now  that  they 
clearly  found  where  it  was  properly  manu- 
factured, and  relinquish  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  consumption  of  gin,  which  he 
believed  to  be  a  liquor  most  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  consumer.  The  public 
prejudice  as  to  great  brewers  and  their 
practices,  was  now  ascertained  to  have 
been  utterly  void  of  foundation. 

Sir  M.  \V.  Ridley^  having  been  a  member 
of  the  committeei  felt  it  right  to  b^u*  his 
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testimony  to  the  totil  femoral  df  tbe  iiti* 
puUtion  which  public  feeling;  aswgned  to 
the  eleven  principal  brewers.  He  re- 
peated the  8tateinent|  that  they  UBed  no 
other  than  legal  and  proper  espedientc  i» 
their  porter,  though  it  was  aaeertained 
that  compositiona  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion had  been  sold  to  aome  of  the  leaser 
brewers  and  to  pubUcansi  together  wkb 
books  of  instruetions  for  the  use  of  the 
compound,  but  in  ne  instance  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  large  brewers.  It  was 
desirable  thaty,  in  cases  of  conviction,  tbe 
penalties  should  be  heavy,  and  not  re« 
mitted,  since  adulteration,  by  means  of 
deleterious  ingredients,  was  a  erime 
against  the  health  and  morale  of  the 
publico.  There  had  certainly  been  much 
unjust  odium  throvrn  out  against  the 
brewers. 

Mr.  BenMt  expressed  his  full  convic« 
tien  that  the  idle  rumour  againat  the  pfin* 
cipal  brewers  was  totaUy  destitute  of  reutt- 
dation.  On  the  subject  of  lioetlsing,  he 
fully  agreed  with  the  comBSf|tee,r  that  it 
contained  gross  abuses :  indeed^  so  con* 
vinced  was  he  of  this,  that  early  next 
session  he  meant  to  bring  under  the  con- 
sideration of  parliament  the  whole  practice 
as  it  now  prevailed,  with  a  view  ta  the 
enactment  ef  a  more  salutary  system. 

Mr.  IV,  Smith  observed,  that  he  had 
all  along  expected  this  result  from  the 
inquiries  of  the  committee.  He  was  sorry 
to  say,  that  a  cry  of  metiopoly  had  been 
actively  affd  invidiously  set  up.  Unques* 
tionably  the  brewing;  trade  in  London 
was  confined  to  a  few  persons ;  but  this 
was  because  it  required  the  employment 
of  large  oanitals.  Yet  tbe  fact  was,  thst 
they  who  had  the  greatest  capital  and 
aaloy  served  the  public  with  the  best 
beverage.  On  the  subject  of  the  inflieu'on 
of  penalties,  he  thought  the  excise  should 
invariably  exact  the  largest  penalty  the 
law  allowed  where  any  deleterious  ingre* 
dient  had  been  used  in  human  food.  As 
horn  the  arbitrary  nature  of  the  Excise 
laws»  a  large  discretion  must  occasionally 
be  exercised  by  the  board,  he  thought 
this  subject  was  one  in  which  bo  quarter 
ahould  De  siveo;  and  farther»  that  the 
names  of  all  persons  so  convicted  should 
be  posted  up  and  published  in  their  aeveral 
diatricts* 

(General  TAomton  said,  that  the  House 
and  tbe  puhlic  were  greatly  indebted  to 
the  labour^  of  the  eommiitee.  Tlieir  re- 
port oontaioed  a  mass  of  useful  luforaiia- 
tion.    He  tbeu^t  thai  Mr.  Barber  BoflU- 
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taont  had  done  good  in  edKog  for  Uiis  mm 
quiry ;  his  motived  were  laudable,  tbobgh 
he  had  certainty  been  mistaken  in  som# 
points  df  his  information. 

The  Report  was  then  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  follow* 
ing  is  a  copy  thereof: 

RsrOXT    VBOK    THE    CoMllITTBB  OK   PVBLie 

Brewbribs. 

The  CoHUTttSE  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
several  InbslHtanis  ef  London  and  ics 
vicinity,  eomp]ainii%  of  the  high  prise 
anil  in»rioff  mialhy  of  Beer,  waS  reierred« 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
tbe  same,  with  their  Observations  there- 
upon, to  the  House;  and  to  whom  th4 
Evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Police  of  the  Metropolis  in  the  years  1819 
and  tSlT,  and  in  tbe  present  year,  so  ht 
as  it  regards  the  licensing  ef  PiMia 
Houses,  Was  referred  ;^Have  examined 
the  matters  to  them  referred,-  and  agreed 
upon  the  following  Ripoat  i 

Your  Committee  have,  in  pursuance  ef  tfi* 
diveetioDS  of  the  House,  inquired  info  th^ 
matter  of  tbe  PHition  referred  to  them,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  redace  tbe  observatieite 
occurring  to  Uiem  on  the  evidence  which  thtj 
have  heard,  under  the  distinct  heads  of  com* 
plaint  as  set  forth  by  the  petitioners. 

The  first  object  fo  which  the  attention  of 
your  Committee  was  drawn,  is  that  altegatioil 
of  the  petition,  stating  the  petitioners  to  bd 
aggrieved  by  the  high  price  and  inferior  quality 
of  beer,  and  which  they  state  is  otitnidsd 
upon  them,  in  consecjuence  of  the  sale  ef  it 
beittffconhned  to  particular  persons  and  plaeae 
whicti  they  call  privileged,  meaning  to  refer 
to  the  system  of  licensing  public  houses. 
Tour  Committee  would  feel  great  difficulty  iu 
ascertaining  the  exact  remunerating  price  of 
any  manu&ctured  article,  and  mure  especially 
of  a  commodity,  the  composition  or  whien 
consists  of  substances  whose  prices  are  net 
only  perpetually  fluctualSng,  but  also  difierin^ 
in  the  course  of  very  short  periods  of  time,  m 
the  highest  degree;  unless,  indeed,  sueb 
prices  were  clearly  proved  to  be  excessive, 
either  by  comparison  with  the  prices  paid  for 
the  component  ingredients,  or  with  lower 
prices  paid  in  other  parts  of  the  country; 
they  therefore  cannot  but  hesitate  in  pro* 
aouncing  a  distinct  o]^nion  as  to  the  precisely 
ftir  and  adeeuete  mice  at  which  beer  either 
has  been  solo  at  of  kte  years  within  the  me» 
tropolis,  or  at  which  it  can  now  or  ought  te 
be  supplied  to  the  public.  They  think  it^ 
however,  Uieir  duty  to  state  generally*  that 
they  have  received  no  direct  and  point^  evi* 
dence,  founded  updn  such  as  appeared  to  them 
conclussve  data,  that  the  prices  at  which  beer 
hae  hetA  supplied  (according  to  its  general 
q4iahty>  to  the  consuflser  deiiug  a'  eonsitfsrabia 
pacied^haa  yiaMid  mere  than  ftfcir  profit  te 
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Hm  btewm;  Bad fom  Ui«  t?Mciio«  Of  4lie 
l»eit  iofomiM  oa  tliis  sutg«e^  who  have  41^ 
yeamd  before  them,  ibey  are  M  to  cendude, 
that  the  profits  of  the  hrewcfe  har^  not  been 
eatraTagant  or  unfiir. 

ThejF  cannot,  however,  ^ut  eall  the  atten- 
tien  ef  the  House  to  the  ver^  Urge  capital 
no>ir  invested  by  the  brewers  m  the  metro* 
polis,  in  the  purchase  or  mortgage  of  freehold 
or  leasehold  estates  in  f  uWk  houses,  both  \n 
the  metropolis,  and  still  more  in  the  country, 
or  in  lews  to  pBblicaiis,  in  ord^r  to  secure 
their  custom ;  nor  can  they  avoid  believing, 
that  such  «  mode  of  conducting  these  eon- 
oerns,  must,  though  not  profitable  to  the  trade 
in  geneiml,  create  a  necessity  of  sellii^g  at  such 
a  price  as  may  secure  a  trade  interest  00 
money  so  advanced,  or  an  indemnitv  to  the 
purchasers  against  the  large  ^um^  they  ma^ 
ne  obliged  to  pay  for  licensd  houses. 

Your  Gommtitee  also  do  not  mean  to  tf 
press  any  opinion  of  th^  fairness  of  price  of 
the  oomrooshy  siipplled  by  breweries,  whicb^ 
loseessin^  a  trade  chiefly  with  houses  whtc( 
bay  be  called  proprietory,  and  dealing  also  \xx 
a  lesser  degree  with  firee  houses  compel  the 

Sroprietory  houses  to  take  e  different  and  in- 
irlor  li(|uor  to  that  with  which  the  free  part 
of  the  retail  trade  are  by  the  same  brewery 
tnpplied ;  on  the  contrary,  your  committee 
OBMiot  reprobate  in  too  strong  terms  so  dis* 
graceful  a  practice. 

The  nest  and  the  most  material  head  of 
oomphiint  nresented  by  the  petitioners,  is,  the 
Mixture  or  deleterious  ingredients  with  beer, 
aa  now  made.  Your  committee  have  limited 
their  investijgation  on  this  subject  to  the  six 
years  preceding  the  date  of  the  petition,  from 
a  consideration  that  such  a  period  would  well 
«nable  them  to  enter  into  a  fair  examination 
o#  iu  allegations,  and  to  make  a  full  report 
with  regard  to  any  practice  which  it  migl^it  be 
supposed  to  be  the  object  of  the  petitioners  to 
expose  and  correct,  or  which  in  any  manner 
eeuld,  at  the  present  moment,  ^ect  the  in- 
terests of  thepublic.  They  have  called  upon 
the  various  officers  of  excise,  for  their  returns 
of  convictions,  their  seizures  of  articles  pro- 
hibited to  be  sold  to  or  used  by  brewers ;  the 
officers  who  have  made  such  seinires  or  de- 
tected illicit  practices ;  and  from  this  evidence 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  deleterious  ingne- 
^ents  have  been  used  by  any  of  the  eleven 
peat  breweries,  within  the  above  period ;  and 
It  Airther  appears^  by  such  returns,  that  no 
articles  contrary  to  law  have  been  proved  to 
be  used  by  any  one  of  the  eleven  great 
breweries,  within  the  same  period,  except  in 
the  instance  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Meux's 
liouse,  who  IB  1819,  had  employed  a  chemist 
bf  the  name  of  Wheeler  (who  was  -  examined 
before  ymir  committee)  to  prepare  a  solution 
^Salt  of  tartar  to  correct  an  acidity  which 
had"  at  that  time  taken  place  in  what  he 
termed  the  young  beer ;  but  which  he  states 
to  be  perfectly  innocent  in  itsdf,  txA  to  pos- 
sess no  pernicious  qualities,  nor  to  be  in  any 
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digrfte  pMjudkial  to  tho  beahh  ef  Ihe  coa- 
SMflser.  m  this  breach  of  the  I9W  Messrs. 
Meux's  aad  Co.  wer^  proseoMted,  and  on  cpn- 
yioUon  paid  a  penalty  of  100/.,  with  (brfeKure 
also  of  thdr  uray  and  horses.  Mr.  Wheeler 
furtlier  stated,  Uiai  that  estabfishment  has 
sinee  passed  into  other  hands.  The  absence 
of  all  otfier  evidence  against  the  eleven  great 
breweries  oq  this  head,  }ogpther  with  (he 
inducements  for  dlsdoenre  tnd  d^ipction  held 
out,  b^  the  very  heavy  penalties  annexed  to 
this  tpeeies  of  ofTenee,  vix.  (600(„  half  of 
which  are  given  to  the  informer)  induce  them 
to  believe  that  this  charge,  so  far  ^s  it  wa^ 
intended  to  be  pointed  a^nst  the  eleven 
great  breweries,  Is,  with  the  above  single  ex- 
ception, unfounded ;  and  thst  their  beer  has 
been,  and  ^s  now  brewed,  is  composed  of  mait 
and  nops.  legal  colouring  and  finings  only. 

But  your  cpmnMtlee  mnst,  in  jusUre  to  the 
petitioners  stat?,  tbet  they  do  find,  both  from 
the  Excise  returns  and  fnxtfi  the  sei^ng  offi* 
eers,  that  drup  of  a  very  neuseous,  and  some 
of  a  very  pernicious  au^lity,  %rt  still  vended 
by  persons  as  a  traoe,  and  bought  by  ^)^t 
lesser  brewers  and  by  the  publicans ;  b^  botb 
of  them  infused  into  tiieir  vats,  and  mixed  in 
their  barrels  respectively,  and  in  that  state 
retMled  to  the  public.  That  Ms  practice  is 
not.  confined  to  the  metropolis,  but  extends 
into  the  country;  and  that  travellers  from 
London  houses  have  been  known  to  pojssesf 
and  offer  cards,  containing  a  list  of  article^ 
together  with  instructions  adaptied  to  the 
a£lteration  of  beer.  It  is  evident  that  the 
use  of  such  articles  by  the  lesser  brewers  and 
publicans,  as  have  been  exhibited  before  your 
Committee,  together  with  the  practice  of  both, 
in  many  instances  (as  proved  by  the  Excise 
returns)  of  mixing  table  beer  with  strong 
be(*r,  mnst  have  a  tendency  to  bring  the  ^• 
neral  beverage  of  the  eleven  great  breweries 
also  into  a  degree  of  discredit;  to  excite  a 
distrust  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
strongly  to  induce  them  to  lay  dieir  com- 
plaints before  the  legislature,  without  beinz 
able  to  point  out  distinctly  the  real  anthers  of 
their  gnevance. 

Your  Committee  have  a)lo  received  the 
most  conclusive  and  satisfactory  evidence 
from  four  of  the  principal  brewen,  who, 
having  expressed  themselves  niost  willing  to 
submit  to  any  course  of  examination  which 
your  Committee  might  think  proper  to  adopt, 
did,  in  the  most  unequivocal  and  distinct 
terms,  deny  the  use  of  any  deleterious  or  un- 
lawful ingredientstn  their  respective  breweries, 
or  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  such  practices  in 
any  other  of  the  eleven  great  breweries. 

Your  Committee  cannot  sugeest  any  other 
particular  mode  of  preventing  toe  use  of  dele- 
terious or  unlawful  ingredients,  than  the  fol- 
lowing, viz.  the  stxjct  execution  of  the  5Gth 
Geo.  9rd,  with  regard  %fi  exacting  the  fullest 
penalties  and  forfeitures  on  those  who  thus 
endan^r  the  h^th  of  the  consumer;  and 
the  pubHcation  of  every  conviction  (whcrr  the 
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vticles  used  shaU  have  been  frroved  to  hare 
been  noxious)  within  the  parish  wherein  any 
person  guilty  of  such  an  ofifence  shall  carry 
on  his  trade ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  a  vigi- 
lant exercise  of  the  sound  discretion  reposed 
in  magistrates,  to  be  exercised  by  them,  in 
refusing  licences  to  every  victualler  who 
shall  have  been  convicted  of  any  such  prac- 
tices. 

The  last  head  of  complaint  of  the  petition- 
ers, in  which  is  indeed  included  others  of  a 
collateral  nature,  is  the  allegation  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  monopoly  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  particularly  in  the  metropolis, 
by  the  eleven  great  breweries,  and  to  which 
either  the  supposed  unfairness  of  price,  the 
use  of  unlawful  ingredients,  the  alleged  infe- 
rior quality  of  beer,  and  a  combination  to  fix 
the  price,  have  been  ascribed.    Your  Com-* 
mittee,  on  this  head  of  the  petition,  feel  them- 
selves called  upon  to  revert  to  the  investment 
of  very  large  capitals   in  the  purchase  of 
licensed  houses  by  brewers,  and  the  conse- 
<iuent  continued  decrease  of  free  houses,  both 
in  the  metropolis  and  in  the  country,  and  in 
which  practice   that  which  the  petitioners 
term  monopoly,  may  be  said  chiefly  to  con- 
sist; and  it  is  clear,  that  though  the  present 
number  of  free  houses  in  the  buls  of  mortality 
may  still  be  sufficient  to  check,  in  som^  de- 
gree, such  monopoly  as  may  now  exist ;  yet 
an  extension  of  the  present  practice  cannot 
but  ultimately  effect  tne  full  establishment  of 
it,  when  at  most  the  only  competitors  in  the 
trade  will  be  the  proprietors  of  these  houses. 
When  this  state  of  things  shall  arrive,  the 
meetings  of  brewers  to  fix  and  lower  prices, 
(and  which  is  not  disguised  by  them,  hut  de- 
clared to  be  necessary),  will  no  longer  be  as 
unprejudicial  as  it  is  now  stated  to  be,  but 
may  be,  and  prfibably  will  be  used  as  means 
of  demanding  such  an  unfair  price  from  the 
public  as  they  may  be  compelled  to  submit 
to.    It  is  true,  that  price  ana  not  quantity  is 
the  subject  of  their  present  determinations 
and   meetings,  and   that  a  competition  in 
quality  is  more  effectual  than  any  competi- 
tion in  reasonableness  of  price ;    but  an  ab- 
sorption of  all  or  a  greater  proportion  of  free 
houses,  may  enable  the  successors  of  the  pre- 
sent trades  to  use  their  power  in  a  manner 
which  the  trade  now  declare  not  to  be  their 
practice,  and  totally  adverse  to  their  inclina- 
tions and  intentions.    Your  Committee,  how- 
ever, cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  it  is 
an  object  of  anxious  consideration  to  the 
brewers  to  prevent  any  variation  from  the 
prices  fixed  at  their  general  meetings ;   and 
the  same  has  been  evmced  in  one  instance  (a 
solitary  one,  your  Committee  are  bound  to 
observe),  in  which  a  pecuniary  consideration 
was  offered  by  an  a^nt  of  a  brewer  to  a 
victualler,  to  induce  him  to  abandon  a  prac> 
tlce  which  he  had  adopted,  of  selling  porter  at 
a  reduced  price. 

Your  Committee,  owing  to  the  late  period 
of  the  session,  were  not  enabled  to  examine^ 
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at  any  g^t  length,  into  the  state  of  the 
breweries  in  the  country,  but,  from  the  in- 
quiries they  did  make,  it  does  appear  that  the 
abuse  of  the  licensing  sy«leni  i^  in  progress 
there,  and   producing  .still   more    injurious 
effects  than  any  of  which  evidence  has  been 
adduced,  as  affecting  the  metropolis.    In  the 
small  town  of  Chert sey  it  had  become  tooft 
obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  and  but  for  the 
exertions  of  a  noble  iord,  a  magistrate  of  the 
county  of  Surrey,  who  gave  his  evidence  to 
the  Committee,  would  have  remained  without 
any  correction  whatt^ver     A  partial  correc- 
tion was  however  effected  by  the  establish- 
ment of  one  free  house;  and  the  competition 
of  that  free  house,  together  with  a  coffee- 
house, did,  in  a  degree,  pniduce  a  supply  of 
better  beer  to  the  community.    It  is  worthy 
of  notice,*that  the  full  estabiishment  of  that 
free  house  did  not  take  place  until  spme  of 
the  principal  nobility  and  gentry  appeared  on 
the  licensmg  day,  and  supported  the  grant  of 
the  licence.    It  further  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee, that,    in    some   districts,  not  only 
brewers  become  the  purchasers  of  licensed 
houses,  but  malsters  and  spirit  merchants 
also ;  that  the  brewers  bind  their  proprietory 
houses  to  the  spirit  merchant,  who,  in  return^ 
performs  the  same  service  for  the  brewers ; 
that  the  liquor  then  becomes  inferior;    pri* 
vate  families  supply  themselves  from  their 
own  breweries ;   smaller  societies  brew  from 
molasses  in  tea  kettles;    but  the  poor  who 
have  none  of  these  resources,  mubtbe  content 
with  such  liquor  as  is  retailed  at  the  licensed 
houses,  whatever  may  be  the  quality,  the 
price,  or  the  measure.    This  system  of  pur- 
chasing licensed  houses,  appears  to  be  con- 
demned by  two  of  the  principal  brewers,  who 
must  be  supposed  best  to  know  its  evil  ten- 
dency and  effects,  not  only  as  against  the 
public,  but  as  against  the  prosperity  o(  their 
own  trade.    Mr.  Barclay  expressly  condemns 
it,  and  states,  that  it  is  now  increasinc ;   and 
that  a  brewery  supported  by  pure haseo  public 
houses,  must  deteriorate  the  quality  of^  their 
beer ;  Mr.  Martineau  is  of  the  same  opinion. 
Your  Committee,  on  the  difficult  question 
of  applying  a  proper  and  temperate  remedy 
to  this  evil,  and  avoiding  as  much  as  possible 
proposing  any  measure  oy  which  that  species 
of  property  which  the  legislature  has,  by  its 
attention  not  having  been  called  to  the  sub- 
ject, permitted  to  arrive  at  its  present  magni- 
tude, beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  it  may  be  fit 
to  enact  some  prospective  law,  which,  at  a 
given  period  of  time,  shall  direct  the  magis- 
trates to  refuse  Ucences  to  such  houses  as 
shally  on  due  inquiry  appear  to  them,  by  any 
new  contract^  purchase  or  mortgsge,  to  have 
become,  in    substance,    the  property  of  • 
brewer;   and  until  some  regulation  of  this 
nature  shall  be  adopted,  they  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  the  House,  that  they  entirely  con- 
cur in  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  police 
committee,  which  earnestly  calls  "  on  the 
magistrates  in  the  countrvi  to  lend  their  aid 
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1^  hrmk  down  a  cofdkdtncYf  which  is  so  ui» 
Junoiis  to  the  iqterests  of  the  poor  and  mid- 
dliog  classes  of  the  commualty/' 
Srd  June,  1818. 

Tabatiubnt  ov  Slaves  ik  the 
IfLAVD  or  St.  Ciuustopmer.]  Sir 
Smmud  RamUly  Tom  to  make  hie  promised 
Qsotion  for  a  copj  of  depositions  taken 
before  the  coroner  in  the  island  of  Nevis, 
who  sat  on  the  body  of  a  negro^  named 
Congo  Jack.  In  bringing  forirard  this 
oohject,  be  felt  it  necessary  to  state  that 
ht  did  not  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  it  alone  on  the  extraordinary  barbarity 
which  itho  particular  case  demoaedf  for 
that»  glaring  as  it  was,  appeared  much 
kss  important  than  the  light  it  threw  on 
the  mode  of  administering  criminal  justice 
in  the  West  India  islands,  where  the  pro- 
tection of  slaves  was  at  stake.  It  was, 
lherefore»  to  the  gross  administration  of 
justice  in  these  colonies  that  he  meant 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House;  and  for  this  purpose  it  became 
Bocassasy  for  bim  to  call  for  farther  in« 
fornation  from  the  colonial  authorities. 
The  facts  of  the  particular  case  which 
bad  occurred  were  simply  these ; — A  rev. 
Mr.  BawliQs  had  the  management  of  an 
•state  in  St.  Christopher's  belonging  to  a 
Mr.  Hutchinson ;  a  shtve  had  ran  away 
fisam  it  on  the  Tuesday,  was  taken  and 
brought  back  on  the  Wednesday,  flogged 
in  the  aeverest  manner  on  Thursday,  and 
chained  with  another  slave  who  had  com« 
mittid  some  offence,  and  drwged  to  work 
'  ipith  the  rest  of  the  men  on  Friday  mom* 
lag;  he  was  still  chained  to  the  other 
stave,  and  when  brought  to  his  work  he 
was  incapable  of  domg  any  thing,  and 
con^hdoed  of  severe  pain,  hunger,  and 
aickness— he  tried  to  lie  down  in  this 
atate,  but  was  aeverely  flogged  by  the 
atiduof  one  or  tvo  drivers.  The  conse- 
Aoenoe  of  this  brutal  treatment  was,  that 
the  wsotobed  .betna  died  in  the  course  of 
Mday  actaall|r  .iduDned  to  his  fellow  slave. 
He  aiasiburied  privatekjr  on  the  same  day, 
and  Qo  coroner's  inquest  was  at  the  mo* 
nont.ealJed,  thouab  bis  body  was  covered 
with.iBarlca  of  .viowDce.  Some  intimation 
of :thisxrueltv  had  bate  given  to  the  au^ 
giateatas,  and  a  cDroB«r  was  than  ordered 
#0  air  an  tboM^,  which  was  dug  uj^ibr 
'  "^  .  liie'preieBt  object  ol  'his 
Jbr  4he  depontions  of  <fao 
r,*adMrii»#taBM  id  aay,  liad  not 
eaasi«illad4o  Ais  couatry,    But  it 


BidiBsqoent  trial,  that  at  the  coroner's 
inquest.  Dr.  O'Mealey  deposed,  that  he 
attended  at  Hutchinson's  estate  on  the 
9th  September,  between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock,  accompanied  by  two  other  doc« 
tors ;  that  he  had  examined  the  deceased* 
who  was  then  taken  out  of  his  grave»  and 
found  several  marks  on  the  body ;  one  on 
his  riglit  eye,  one  on  his  right  jaw,  one 
on  the  riffht  arm,  one  on  the  right  breast, 
one  on  the  right  side  of  the  belly,  and 
some  on  his  thighs;  there  might  have 
been  others,  but  those  described  were  the 
most  remarkable.  Two  of  his  teeth  were 
recently  broken.  He  did  not  dissect  tbo 
body  to  examine  the  stomach ;  the  con* 
tuaions  must  have  been  severe :  the  body 
was  in  a  state  of  putrrfiction,  and  ho 
could  not  ascertain  the  precise  cause  of 
the  deceased's  death.  With  all  thb  evi- 
dence of  violence  upon  the  body,  the 
House  would  be  shocked  and  astonished 
to  hear  that  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's 
jjury  was— -<«  Died  by  the  visitation'  of 
God  1 "  One  of  the  drivers  hsd  been  afler« 
wards  tried  for  the  murder,  and  several 
slaves  were  examined  on  the  trial,  among 
the  rest  the  man  to  whom  the  deceased 
had  been  chained,  and  he  on  that  occasion 
swore  that  Mr.  Rawlins,  the  manager, 
was  not  present  when  the  last  severe 
punishment  had  been  inflicted.  In  this 
case,  if  such  were  the  fact,  the  manager 
was  exonerated ;  but  if  dooe  in  his  pre- 
sence, as  afterwards  appeared,  he  alone 
was  responsible,  and  the  driver,  of  course, 
free,  as  acting  under  the  orders  of  his 
master.  On  the  subsequent  trial  of  the 
rev.  Mr.  Rawlins,  it  was  not  only  proved 
that  he  was  present,  but  that  he  actually 
took  a  part,  so  far  as  aiding  and  abetting, 
in  the  execution  of  the  punishment.  The 
jury,  however,  found  him  guilty  of  man* 
sl^aghter  only,  though  his  crime,  if  tha 
evidence  be  true,  was  an  atrocious  murdel^. 
The  sentence  w^  also  a  mitigated  one  for 
manslaughter;  for  it  was  oviy  a  fine  of 
tHOOL  and  three  months  imprisonment  It 
is  a  law  of  the  island  of  Nevis,  that  when 
any  slave  died,  if  he  had  not  bean  attended 
by  a  physician,  a  coroner  should  imm^ 
diately  tie  summoned  to  inquire  into  the 
causa  of  his  death.  The  House  woidd 
ate  tiw  vahie  set  oo  the  lives  of  these 
onfbitonale  people,  whan  auch  a  jrerdict 
as  that  given  bmre  a  ooronar,  was,,  after 
aoma  dielay  olrtainad  b  this  case.  The 
verdict  of  the  jonr*  was  a  ao  less  ^tra« 
osdinasy  ooa.  If  thaybeltavad  the  en* 
^daocerlimr iwd anbr  one  vacdtct  tofiodt 
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W  they  did  not,  they  had  only  one  duty 
to  perform  by  acquitting  the  prisoner. 
In  finding  him  guilty  of  the  crime  of  man* 
slaughter,  according  to  the  facts  of  the 
case,  they  either  did  Mr.  Rawlins  the 
grossest  injustice,  or  they  compromised 
their  own  solemn  and  imperative  obliga- 
tion.. Lord  Bathurst  makes  this  appro- 
priate remark  in  his  dispatch  to  governor 
Probyn,  requiring  the  minutes  of  the 
trial — <*  If  this  statement  be  true,  or  in 
any  way  approaching  to  truth,  Mr.  Raw- 
lins could  not  have  been  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter ;  it  must  have  been  murder  or 
an  acquittal."  It  was  worth  attention, 
that  in  the  first  dispatch  of  governor 
Probyn  to  earl  Bathurst,  dated  St.  Kitt*s, 
October  17,  181  Ty  communicating  the 
occurrence  of  the  death  of  the  slave,  is 
this  passage—**  J  have  also  thought  it 
proper  to  give  your  lordship  the  result  of 
the  trial,  lest  any  incorrect  account  might 
be  taken  to  Engiabd."  Here  in  the  begi»> 
jDing  it  was  apparent  that  some  ulterior 
inquiry  might  possibly  be  made  into  this 
transaction.  Lord  Bathurst,  in  acknow- 
ledging this  communication  to  the  gover- 
nor/ and  calling  for  farther  particulars, 
very  justly  observed — ;"  Your  dispatch 
seems  not  to  consider  the  transaction  in 
so  very  serious  a  light  as  it  must  be  con- 
sidered i£  the  accounts  which  have  been 
by  private  channels  given  of  it  are  true.''' 
In  answer  to  this  requisition  firom  his  lord- 
ship, governor  Probyn,  in  his  dispatch  of 
the  21st  of  last  March,  enters  for  tlie  first 
time  into  particulars,  but  without  giving 
the  evidence  before  the  coroner*  The 
evidence  on  the  trial,  however,  detailed  a 
most  horrible  mass  of  cruelty.  He  would 
now  ask  the  gentlemen  who  charged  others 
with  issuing  injurious  and  exaggerated 
statements  on  the  subject  of  West  India 
matters,  with  what  face  could  they  repeat 
such  a  charge  after  this  scene  of  cruelty 
had  been  exposed  to  the  public  eye? 
'They  had  now  authentic  facts,  and  not 
vague  rumours,  to  inform  themselves  on 
such  practices ;  and  he  trusted  the  House 
would  pursue  the  inquiry  in  the  manner 
justice  demanded.  He  concluded  by 
moving,  *<  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  a  Copy  of  the  Depositions  taken 
before  the  Coroner's  Inquest  which  sat 
upon  the  body  of  a  Slave  belonging  to 
Hutchinson's  Estate,  in  the  Island  of  St. 
Christopher,  of  the  name  of  Congo  Jack." 
Mr.  Marryat  said,  that  he  would  be  the 
last  ma^i  in  the  House  td  defend  the  ex- 
ercise of  cruelty ;  but  he  could  not  help 


complaining,  that  the  hon.  and  Itemed' 
gentleman  had  taken  an  opportunity  o& 
drawing  conclusions  as  to  the  general  ad* 
ministration  of  justice  in  the  West  Indiap 
islands,  merely  from  the  single  circum- 
stance of  a  particular  fact,  and' one  on 
which  he  contessed  he  had  not  all  the  in-* 
formation  which  the  case  required.  Ho 
(Mr.  M.)  from  looking  over  these  papers^ 
could  see  no  -ground  whatever  for  sup-^ 
posing  that  governor  Probya^had  not  con-' 
ducted  himself  in  the  most,  honourable 
manner,  and  shown  a  readiness  to  transmit 
every  information  which  was  necessary  oa 
the  occasion.  As  to  the  mode  of  inflicting! 
punishment  for  runaway  slaves  in  the 
West  Indies,  it  must  necessarily,  for  the 
sake  of  example,  be  done  in  a  summary 
manner,  and  sometimes  intrusted  te 
drivers,  who  might  perhaps  exceed  proper 
bounds.  The  punishment  must  be  exe- 
cuted as  it  generally  was  in  the  army  and 
navy.  The  hon..  and  learned  ffentieman 
had  arraigned  the  correctness  of  the  pro- 
ceeding ;  but  he  had  treated  sooae  of  the 
facts  in  an  exaggerated  manner,  while  he 
had  certainly  confined  himself  in  othento 
those  points  which  necessarilj^  required  pro- 
per attention  and  consideration.  The  Don# 
gentleman  here  referred  to  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence, where  it  was  stated  that  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  slave  did  not  last  longer 
than  two  or  three  minutes^  and  that  ne 
was  neither  tied  down,  nor  heard  to  cry, 
nor^)bserved  as  if  labouring  under  the 
heavy  pain  alluded  to.  It  was  also  proved 
that  the  marks  on  the  body  coiud  not 
have  been  inflicted  by  a  whip,  the  weapon 
with  which  punishments  were  always  in« 
flicted.  The  driver,  it  appeared,  had  cer* 
tainly  exceeded  his  order;  and  the  manager 
was,  by  the  subsequent  trial,  held  respon- 
sible ibr  the  act.  The  jury  could  not,  he 
thought,  have  found  a  verdict  of  murder^ 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  that 
was  a  crime  where  malice  aforethought  must 
appear,  and  here  there  was  no  such  feeling, 
nor  any  motive  for  its  indulgence.  When 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  talked 
lightly  of  three  months  imprisonment,  ha 
should  recollect  in  what  chmate  this  pu* 
nishment  was  to  be  inflicted ;  and  he  could 
assure  him,  that  in  the  West  Indicts  it  was 
one  of  great  severity.  He  was  free  to  ad- 
mit, th^  there  was  enongh  in  the  ^ease  to- 
entitle  it  to  inquiry,  and  he  could  certttnlv 
have  no  objection  to  the  motioUj  tbougk 
-he  sSw  no  reason  whatever  for  casting  the 
reflections  tliat  had  been  made  on-  th(# 
practice  of  the  colonial  j  udicalure^        ,  %% 
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Mr*  ijoulium,  on  the  part  of  the  co- 
lonial office,  -could  only  say,  that  the  ut- 
most alacrity  had  been  shown  to  obtain 
-crery  information  relative  to  thb  case  with 
the  feast  possible  delay. 

Mr.  A.  Grant  begged  leave  to  read  a 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  a  friend 
of  the  first  respectability  at  Nevis  respect- 
ing this  transaction,  for  the  purpose  of 
.nhowing  that  the  circumstance  bad  excited 
the  most  marked  disapprobation  on  the 
^pot.  The  writer  stated  that  not  a  mo- 
ment had  been  lost  in  making  inquiry  into 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  slave,  and 
that  if  the  charge  could  have  been  pro- 
perly brought  home  to  Mr.  Rawlins  there 
was  no  doubt  his  execution  would  have 
immediately  followed  a  capital  conviction. 
He  farther  stated,  that  even  the  brothers- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Rawlins  had,  since  the  affair, 
ceased  to  speak  to  him,  and  that  repre- 
sentations had  been  sent  home  to  the 
bishop  of  London  for  the  purpose  of  having 
him  deprived  of  his  gown.  As  to  the 
cart- whip,  it  might  be  used  in  the  smaller 
Mands,  but  he  never  heard  of  it  in  Ja- 
tnaicB* 

Mr.  W.  SmiCh  said,  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  always  displayed  a 
praiseworthy  feeling  upon  this  subject, 
which  was  much  to  his  honour.  As  to 
the  cartwhip,  the  expression  was  not 
theirs.  It  was  commonly  used  in  all  the 
accounts  of  severity  received  from  the 
West  Indies.  It  was  in  fact  and  in  efiect 
a' cartwhip.  He  could  produce  one  of 
these  instruments,  which  had  been  actually 
in  use,  and  which,  if  exhibited,  could  not 
lail  to  move  the  feelings  of  the  House  in 
the  highest  degree.  An  hon.  gentleman 
complained  of  the  manner  in  which  these 
matters  were  brought  before  the  public, 
and  said  that  they  should  be  confined  to 
the  colonial  office.  In  that  case  very  little 
wot^d  he  known  about  them.  It  was  ge- 
neraKr  in  consequence  of  accounts  re- 
ceived b)  private  individuals,  that  they 
were  brought  forward  at  all.  The  manner 
in  which  this  transaction  at  Nevis,  had 
been  stated  in  communications  to  the  co- 
lonial office  was  not  calculated  to  attract 
any  particular  notice.  The  circumstances 
in  alt  their  aggravation  were  only  heard  of 
from  private  sources.  Were  it  not  for  in- 
formation obtained  in  this  way,  the  gross- 
est barbarities  might  be  committed  with- 
oot  any  notice  being  taken  of  them.  He 
could  prove  tliat  there  were  persons  in 
P^ssesnen  of  facts  connected  with  the 
west  Xtfdies,  which  it  was  a  criminal  for- 


bearance to  suppress— facts  which  ff  dis- 
closed would  make  some  persons  hide  their 
heads,  who  now  held  them  very  high,  the 
Rawlinses  and  the  Hugginies,  one  of 
whom  had  been  a  captain-ffeneral,  and  the 
other  a  leading  member  of  the  represen- 
tative assembly. 

Mr.  WUbeiforce  asked,  what  would  be 
thought  if  a  transaction  of  similar  atrocity 
had  taken  place  in  this  country,  and  the 
person  whose  duty  it  was  to  represent  the 
case  to  government,  should  omit  the  main 
features  of  the  transaction.  In  all  cares 
of  this  nature,  it  was  one  misfortune  that 
our  West  India  possessions  were  so  re- 
moved ;  and  another  that  none  but  a  white 
could  give  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice. 
What  would  be  the  state  of  things  in  this 
country  if  none  but  a  man  of  five  hundred 
a  year  were  capable  of  beinff  a  witness  ? 
And  yet  that  was  precisely  the  C9»e  in  the 
West  India  islands.  He  and  his  friends, 
who  were  anxious  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  black  population  in  the  West 
Indies,  had  perhaps  been  somewhat  remise 
in  dlvuleing  facts  ttiat  had  come  to  their 
knowledge.  He  had  himself  had  a  private 
letter  of  the  same  tenour  with  what  had 
been  read  by  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite. 
But  the  statement  made  by  the  governor 
was,  that  he  had  heard  with  much  un- 
easiness of  what  had  taken  place;  and  yet 
he,  at  the  same  time,  had  omitted  the 
most  important  features  in  the  transaction, 
namely,  the  appearance  of  the  body,  and 
the  verdict  of  the  coroner— that  the  man 
had  died  '«by  the  visitation  of  God."  These 
facts  would  nave  been  unknown,  but  for 
communications  through  a  private  channel; 
and  still  farther  information  was  required. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  demand  of  farther 
information,  in  consequence  of  the  ac« 
counts  through  a  private  channel,  on  the 
part  of  lord  Bathurst,  no  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  the  case.  He-conjured  the  House 
to  draw  a  moral  conclusion  from  what  had 
taken  place.-^That  if  they  intended  jus* 
tice  to  be  administered  with  purity  and 
impartiality  in  the  West  Indies,  they  would 
not  discourage  the  transmission  of  inform- 
ation through  private  channels,  as  it  was 
a  most  effectual  means  of  bringing  crimi- 
nals to  justice.  The  governor,  in  his 
statement,  ought  to  have  said  more ;  for 
he  spoke  onlv  of  a  report,  though  the 
whole  of  the  mcts  were  generally  known. 
Where  evidence  was  so  difficult  to  be  ob* 
tained,  the  ear  should  be  open  to  the 
complaints  of  abuse  of  authority,      Tha 
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ffovernors  and  the  judges  in  the  West  In- 
dia islands  should  be  rendered  independent 
ef  the  colonial  legislatures,  if  the  House 
meant  that  the  administration  of  justice 
should  be  pure ;  as  it  was  difficult  for  go- 
vernors or  judges  to  maintain  their  inde- 
pendence in  places  where  a  single  familjr 
possessed  an  uncontrollable  ascendancy. 
Upon  the  same  authority  from  which  the 
other  parts  of  the  transaction  had  been 
learned)  he  had  understood  that  Mr. 
Rawlins  had  not  been  in  custody  before 
the  trial,  and,  that  while  subsequently  he 
had  been  in  custody*  pursuant  to  the  sen- 
tencc»  he  had  received  many  visits  and 
many  marks  of  attention*  Let  the  House 
keep  in  their  memory  the  case  of  this  poor 
victim,  and  lend  a  willing  ear  to  inquiry. 
The  negroes  had  been  acknowledged  to 
be  fellow-creatures,  and  should  a  gover- 
nor make  an  erroneous  or  defective  state- 
ment respecting  the  death  of  a  negroi  at 
undoubtedly  called  for  inquiry* 

Sir  iS*  RomiUy^  in  reply,  observed  that 
the  case  had  not  been  prematurely  brought 
forward*  He  had  made  a  full  6tatement 
of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
case,  excepting  the  depositions  taken  be* 
fore  the  coroner,  and  with  respect  to  that 
part  of  the  ease,  he  admitted  that  farther 
information  was  necessary*  He  would 
not  go  into  all  the  details  of  the  horrid 
transaction  from  a  wish  to  spare  the  feelings 
of  the  House ;  though  the  language  of  an 
bon.  member  TMr.  Marryat)  almost  pro- 
voked him  to  ao  so.  But  he  would  simply 
ask,  had  not  Rawlins  b^en  restored  to  his 
former  situation  ?  Had  not  the  jury  that 
sat  upon  the  inquest  decided,  that  the  man 
had  died  by  the  visitation  of  God,  the  case 
would  probably  have  excited  but  very  little 
notice*  The  boot  man  had  caQed  for 
water,  and  that  nad  been  stated  to  be  the 
cause  of  hit  death*  He  had  not  thrown 
out  any  reflections  against  the  inhabitants 
of  the  WeM  Indies  generally,  but  had, 
upon  a  former  occasion,  made  a  distinction 
between  the  larger  and  the  smaller  islands, 
and  had  repelled  the  injustice  of  applying 
his  observations  indiscriminately  to  the 
whole. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  tOt 

RkPOST  rROM  THt  SEI.BCT  CoMMfT- 
TEK  ON  THE  EDUCATION  Or  THE  LOWXE 

Ordees.]  Mr*  Brougham  presented  the 
following 

REPORT 

FeOM  the  SbLKCT  COMlf  ITTEE  OH  TEC  EOV- 
CATION   07  THE  LOWKE  OaatES,  * 


The  Select  Coiimittee  appointed  to  in- 

Siiire  into  the  Education  of  the  Lower 
Ardors,  and  to  report  their  Observations 
thereupon^  together  with  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  them  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ;  and  who 
were  instructed  to  extend  their  Inquiriea 
to  Scotland ; — Have  considered  the  MaU 
ters  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon 
the  following  Report  : 

Your  Committee  rejoice  in  being  able  to 
state,  that  since  their  first  appointment  in 
1816,  when  they  examined  the  state  of  the 
Metropolis,  there  is  every  reason  to  believet 
that  the  exertions  of  charitable  individuals 
and  public  bodies  have  increased,  notwith- 
standing the  severe  pressure  of  the  times; 
and  that  a  great  augmentation  has  tatai 
place  in  the  means  provided  for  the  instrue- 
tion  of  the  Poor  in  that  quarter.  They  art 
happy  in  being  able  to  add,  that  the  discus- 
sion excited  by  the  first  Report,  and  the  argu- 
ments ureed  in  the  Committee  to  various  pa- 
trons of  charities  who  were  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, have  had  the  salutary  effect  of  im- 
proving the  administration  of  thosf  institu- 
tions and  inculcating  the  importance  of  rather 
bestowing  their  funds  in  merely  educating  4 
larger  number,  than  in  giving  both  instructioo 
and  other  assistance  to  a  more  confined  num- 
ber of  children.  As  the  management  of  those 
excellent  establishments  is  necessarily  placea 
bevond  the  control  of  the  legislature,  it  is 
only  by  the  e£Ff  els  of  such  candid  discussions 
that  improvements  in  them  can  be  effected. 

Since  the  inquiries  of  your  Committee  have 
been  extended  to  the  whole  isUnd,  they  have  | 
had  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  means  of 
educating  the  Poor  are  steadily  increasing  in 
all  considerable  towns  as  well  as  in  the  me- 
tropolis. A  circular  letter  lias  been  addressed 
to  all  the  clergy  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,^  requiring  answers  to  queries.  It  is 
impossible  to  bestow  too  mucn  commenda-> 
tion  upon  the  alacrity  shown  by  those  w* 
verend  persons  in  complying  with  this  requi* 
sition,  and  the  honest  seal  which  they  dis- 
played to  promote  the  great  object  of  uaiversal 
education,  is  truly  worthy  of  the  pastors  of 
the  neople,  and  the  teachers  of  that  fospel 
which  was  preached  to  the  poor. 

Your  Committee  have  lost  no  time  in  di- 
recting and  sunerintending  the  work  of  di- 
gesting the  valuable  information  eontaftned 
m  the  returns,  aocoidingto  a  convenient  plan, 
which  will  put  the  House  in  poeseaeion  of  all 
this  information  in  a  tabular  form.  They 
have  received  important  assistance  in  this  and 
the  other  objects  of  their  inquiry,  from  two 
learned  banisters,  Mr.  Parry,  and  Mr.  Coe  of 
the  Court  of  ChancerVi  who  have  devoted 
much  of  their  time  to  the  subject. 

It  appears  dearly  from  the  returns,  as  well        . 
as  firom  other  sources,  that  a  very  gvwit  disfti>       ' 
eiency  exists  in  the  meant  of  odnoaikig  the 
poor,  wherever  the  pepidalioQ  is  ttnn  lad 
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vetttsrad  oftr  eoontnr  diaferieis.  The  ellbrit  of 
individuals  combined  In  toddies  are  almoat 
wholly  con6ned  to  populous  places. 

Anotiier  poini  to  which  it  is  material  to 
direct  the  attention  of  Parliament,  regards  the 
twu  opposite  principleSt  of  fouudins  schools 
for  children  of  all  sorts,  and  for  those  only 
who  belong  to  the  established  church.  Where 
the  means  exist  of  erecting  two  schools,  one 
upon  each  principle^  education  is  not  checked 
Vy  the  exclusive  plan  being  adopted  in  one 
of  tbem»  because  the  other  may  comprehend 
the  children  of  sectaries.  In  places  where 
only  one  school  can  be  supported,  it  is  mani- 
^fest  that  any  regulations  which  exclude  dis- 
'  tenters,  depnve  the  poor  of  that  body  of  all 
neans  of  education. 

Your  Committee,  howeTer,have  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  observing,  that  in  many  schools 
where  the  national  system  is  adopted,  an  in- 
ereaaing  degree  of  libeimlity  prevails,  and  that 
the  church  catechism  is  onhr  taught,  and  at- 
tendance at  the  established  place  of  public 
worship  only  required,  of  those  whose  parents 
belong  to  the  establishment;  due  assurance 
being  obtained  that  the  children  of  sectaries 
shalileam  the  principles  and  attend  the  ordi- 
nances of  religion,  according  to  the  doctrines 
and  forms  to  which  their  ftmilies  are  at- 
tached. 

It  is  with  etpial  pleasure  that  your  Com- 
anittee  have  found  reason  to  conclude,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  poor  are  anxious  to  avail 
themselves  of  those  Protestant  schools  estap> 
blished  in  their  neighbourhood,  in  which  no 
catechism  is  taught ;  and  they  indulge  a  hope, 
that  the  clergy  of  that  persuasion  may  oner 
BO  disconragement  to  their  attendance,  more 
especially  as  thev  appear,  in  one  instance,  to 
have  contributed  to  the  support  of  schools, 
provided  that  no  catechism  was  taught,  and 
DO  religious  observances  exacted.  It  is  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  as  well  as  discipline  of 
the  Bomish  church,  to  allow  any  Protestant 
to  interfere  with  those  matters,  and  oonse- 

Sientlv  it  is  impossible  for  Romanists  to  send 
eir  children  to  any  school  where  they  form 
part  of  the  plan. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  in  being  able  to 
alatc,  that  in  all  the  letums,  and  in  all  the 
other  information  laid  before  them,  there  is 
the  most  unquestionable  evidence  that  the 
anxiety  of  the  poor  for  education  continues 
not  only  unabated,  but  daily  increasbg;  that 
it  extends  to  every  part  of  the  eonntry,  and 
is  to  be  found  equally  prevalent  in  those 
smaller  towns  and  country  distiieta.  when  no 
mtaos  of  gmtifyine  it  are  provided  by  the 
charitable  eflbrts  ofthe  richer  dasaes. 

In  hurobly*suggesttngwhat  is  fit  to  be  done 
for  promoting  uoiversaTeducation,  your  Com- 
mittee do  not  hesitate  to  state,  that  two  dif- 
ferent plans  are  advisable,  adapted  to  the  op- 
posite circumstances  of  the  town  and  countrv 
districts.  Wherever  the  efforts  of  indivtduafs 
can  support  the  reqoisite  number  of  acheola, 
kwnuMbB  mnrceisny  mA  'w§mm  to  in* 
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terpoee  my  pailistaieotanr  asslstanee.  Bm 
yoiir  Committee  have  clearly  ascertamed, 
that  in  many  j^aces  private  subscriptions 
could  be  raiseil  to  meet  the  yearly  expenfies 
of  a  school,  while  the  original  cost  of  tlie  un- 
dertakins,  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  erectinii 
and  purchase  ofthe  Ktiool-house,  prevents  it 
from  being  attempted. 

Your  Committee  conceive,  that  a  sum  of 
money  might  be  well  employed  in  supplying 
this  nrst  want,  leaving  the  charity  of  iadivi- 
duals  to  furnish  the  annual  provision  requisite 
fur  continuing  the  school,  and  possibly  for 
repaying  the  advance. 

Whether  the  money  should  be  vested  in 
commissioners,  empowered  to  make  the  fit 
terms  with  the  private  parties  desirout  of 
establithinff  schools,  or  whether  a  certain 
sum  sboulcTbe  intrusted  to  tlie  two  mat  in* 
stitutions  in  London  for  promoting  eduoation^ 
your  Committee  roust  leave  to  be  determined 
by  the  wiidom  of  Parliament 

In  the  numerous  districts  where  no  aid 
from  private  exertions  can  be  expected,  and 
where  tlie  poor  are  manifestly  without  ade« 
qiiate  means  of  instruction,  your  Committee 
are  persuaded,  that  nothing  can  supply  the 
deficiency  but  the  adoption,  under  certain 
material  modifications  of  the  parish  school 
system,  so  usefully  established  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  island,  ever  since  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  upon  which 
many  important  details  will  be  found  m  the 
Appendix. 

The  modifications  will  be  dictated  princi* 
pally  by  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  dia* 
tinction,  already  pointed  out,  between  districta 
where  private  charitv  may  be  expected  to  fur* 
nish  the  means  of  education,  and  those  where 
no  such  resource  can  be  looked  to;  and  the 
tables  suiyoined  to  this  Report,  will  afibrd 
important  lights  on  this  subject.  It  appears 
farther  to  your  Committee,  that  it  mav  be 
fair  and  expedient  to  asMst  the  parishes  where 
no  schooUbouses  are  erected,  with  the  meant 
of  providing  them,  so  at  only  to  throw  upoa 
the  inhabitants  the  burthen  of  paying  the 
tchoolmatter't  talaiy,  which  ougnt  certainlf 
not  to  exceed  twenty- four  pounds  a  year,  ft 
appears  to  your  Committee,  that  a  sufficient 
supply  of  schoolmasters  may  be  nrocured  for 
this  turn,  allowing  them  the  benentt  of  taking 
Kbolart^  who  can  afford  to  pay,  and  permitthig 
them  or  course  to  occupy  their  leiture  boort 
in  other  purtuitt.  The  expense  attending 
this  invaluable  system  in  Scotland,  is  found 
to  be  so  veiy  trifling,  that  it  it  never  made  the 
tubjcct  of  complaint  by  any  of  the  land# 
holders. 

YourConmittee  forbear  to  inquire  minutely 
in  what  manner  this  system  ought  to  be  con^ 
neclcd  with  the  church  esUblishment  That 
such  a  connexion  ought  to  be  formed  appears 
manifest;  it  is  dicuted  by  a  regard  to  the 
prosperity  and  stability  of  both  svstems,  and 
u»  Scotland  the  two  are  muttiaUy  connected 
logOher.    But  n  difficulty  arises  in  England, 
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which  is  not  to  be  found  there.  The  great 
body  of  the  Dissenters  from  the  Scottish 
Church  differ  little,  if  at  all,  in  doctrine,  froofi 
the  establishment;  they  are  separated  only 
by  certain  opinions.of  a  political  rather  than  a 
religious  nature,  respecting  the  right  of  pa« 
tronage,  and  by  some  shades  of  distinction  as 
to  church  discipline ;  so  that  they  may  con* 
scientiously  send  their  childfen  to  parish 
schools  connected  with  the  establishment 
and  teaching  its  catechism.  In  England  the 
case  is  widely  different;  and  it  appears  to 
your  Committee  essentially  necessary  that 
this  circumstance  be  carefully  considered  in 
the  devising  arrangements  of  the  system .  To 
^  place  the  choice  of  the  schoolmaster  in  the 
/  parish  vestry,  subject  to  the  approbation  of 
r  the  parson,  and  the  visitation  of  the  diocesan ; 
but  to  provide  that  the  children  of  sectarians 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  learn  any  catechism 
or  attend  any  church,  other  than  those  of 
their  parents,  seems  to  your  Committee  the 
safest  path  by  which  the  legislature  can  hope 
to  obtain  the  desirable  objects  of  security  to 
tlie  establishment  on  the  one  hand,  and  jus- 
tice to  the  dissenters  on  the  other. 

The  more  extended  inquiries  of  your  Com* 
mittee  this  session  have  amply  confirmed  the 
opinion  which  a  more  limited  investigation 
had  led  them  to  form  two  years  ago,  upon  the 
neglect  and  abuse  of  charitable  funds  con- 
nected with  education.  They  must  refer  to 
the  Appendix  and  the  Tables,  for  the  very 
important  details  of  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject; but  they  must  add,  that  although  in 
many  cases  those  large  funds  appear  to  have 
been  misapplied  through  ignorance,  or  rois- 
managed  through  carelessness,  yet  that  some 
instances  of  abuse  have  presented  themselves, 
of  such  a  nature,  as  would  have  led  them  to 
recommend  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session, 
the  institution  of  proceedings  for  more 
promptly  checking  misappropriations,  both 
m  the  particular  cases,  ana  by  the  force  of  a 
salutary  esatnple.  From  the  investigations 
of  the  commission  about  to  be  issued  under 
the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  much 
advantage  maybe  expected;  and  though  it 
would  not  become  your  Committee  to  anti* 
cipate  the  measures  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
legislature  may  adopt  in  conseouence  of  those 
inquiries,  with  a  view  to  proviae  a  speedy  and 
cheaper  remedy  for  the  evil  than  the  ordinary 
tribunals  of  the  country  afford ;  yet  your  Com- 
mittee cannot  avoid  hoping,  that  the  mere 
report  and  publication  of  the  existing  abuses 
will  have  a  material  effect  in  leading  the  par- 
ties concerned,  to  correct  them,  and  that 
even  the  apprehension  of  the  inquiry  about 
to  be  instituted  may  in  the  mean  time  produce 
a  similar  effect. 

As  the  universities,  public  schools,  and 
charities  with  special  visitors,  are  exempted 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  commissioners, 
your  Committee  have  been  occupied  in  ex- 
amining several  of  those  institutions;  the  re- 
sult of  their  inquiries  will  be  fouiui  in  the 


Appendix.  It  unquestionably  shows^  that 
considerable  unauthorized  deviations  have 
been  made,  in  both  Eton  and  Winchester^ 
from  the  original  plans  of  the  founders;  that 
those  deviations  b&ve  been  dictated  more  by 
a  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  fellows  than  of 
the  scholars,  who  were  the  main  object  of 
the  foundations  and  of  the  founder's  bounty ; 
and  that  although  in  some  respects  they  have 
proved  beneficial  upon  the  whole  to  the  in- 
stitations,  yet  that  they  have  been,  by  p'adual 
encroachments  in  former  times,  canned  too 
far.  While,  therefore,  your  Committee  rea- 
dily acquit  the  present  fellows  of  all  blame  in 
this  respect,  they  entertain  a  confident  expec- 
tation that  they  will  seize  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  inquiry,  of  doing  themselves 
honour  by  correcting  the  abuses  that  have 
crept  in,  *as  far  as  the  real  interests  of  the 
establishments  may  appear  to  require  it.  If, 
too,  there  should  exist  similar  errors  in  the 
universities,  which  have  not  been  examined, 
your  Committee  willingly  flatter  themselves 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  correct  them,  by 
the  wisQom  and  integrity  of  the  highly  re- 
spectable persons,  to  whose  hands  the  con- 
cerns of  those  ^reat  bodies  are  committed. 

Your  Committee  are  fuljy  persuaded,  that 
many  great  neglects  and  abuses  exist  in  cho> 
rities  which  have  special  visitors ;  indeed  it 
so  happens,  that  the  worst  instance  which 
they  have  met  with  belongs  to  this  class;  and 
that  no  visitatorial  power  was  exercised,  until 
a  few  months  ago,  although  the  malversations 
had  existed  for  many  years.  To  this  subject 
they  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  the  speedy 
attention  of  parliament. 

It  further  appears  to  your  Committee,  that 
as  the  commission  about  to  be  issued  will  be 
confined  to  the  investigation  of  abuses,  and 
as  the  information,  m  the  parochial  returns, 
is  not  sufficiently  detailed  respecting  the  state 
of  education  generally,  a  commission  should 
also  be  issued,  either  under  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, or  by  means  of  an  address  to  the 
Crown,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  this  de- 
fect. 

In  the  course  of  theur  inquiries,  your  Com- 
niittee  have  incidentallv  observM  that  cha- 
ritable funds,  connected  with  education,  are 
not  alone  liable  to  gr«it  abuses.  Equal  neg- 
ligence and  malversation  appears  to  have  pre^ 
vailed  in  all  other  charities;  and  although 
your  Committee  have  no  authority,  by  their 
instruction,  to  investisate  tht  matter,  and  to 
report  upon  it,  yet  they  shoidd  deem  them- 
selves wanting  in  their  .duty  were  thejr  not  to 
give  this  notice  uf  so  important  a  subject,  ac- 
cidentally forced  upon  their  attention. 
drdJune,  1818. 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

*  _  « 

Education  of  the  Poor.]  Mr. 
Bnmgkam  said,  that  since  he  had  gtven 
notice  of  a  motion  to  call  the  attention  of 
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t)ie  'HotiiBe  to  the  abates  in  the  admiDis- 
tration  of  charitable  donattona,   certain 
material  changes  had  taken  place  else- 
where in  the  bill  respecting  the  Education 
of  the  Poor,  restoring  in  a  limited  degree 
its  original  vigour  and  effidency ;  and  so 
far  revif  ing  its  powers  as  to  induce  him  to 
forego  that  opposition  with  which  it  was 
bis  determioation  to  meet  it,  had  not  the 
recent  alteration  taken  place.    When  he 
last  alladed  to  the  bill  in  thst  House,  the 
measure  had  been  rendered  a  mere  nullity ; 
Its  essence  had  been  wholly  changed,  and 
if  it  had  come  down  again  without  its  re- 
cent alterations,  it  would  have  been  de- 
prived of  every  portion  of  its  energy  and 
usefulness.   It  would  have  been  exhibited 
as  a  powerless  instrument,  not  only  with- 
out one  of  those  original  provisions,  by 
which  the  commissioners  were  to  be  ena- 
bled to  execute  the  duties  it  imposed  on 
them,  but  with  provisions  actually  prohi- 
biting them  from  carrying  the  original  de- 
termination of  that.  House  into  e^cL 
He  then  regarded  the  billy  under  its  trans- 
mutation,  as  a  mere  mockeiy  instead  of  a 
measure  calculated  to  promote  those  ob- 
jects which  the  framers  of  the  biU,  and 
the  House  which  adopted  It,  had  in  view, 
and  to  have  acouiesced  in  its  agreement, 
would  have  made  that  House  parties  to 
the  frustration  of  its  own  intention.    He 
was  hsppv,  however,  to  be  then  enabled 
to  say,  that  some  of  those  amendments, 
(usinff  the  expression  in  a  parliamentary 
aensej  had  been  omitted  in  the  final  stage 
of  the  bill.    The  measure  hwl  so  far  re- 
gainiBd  a  portion  of  its  prutioe^-  efficacy 
and  vigour ;  and  though  it  was  yet  remote 
from  that  wholesome  state  in  which  it 
went  from  that  House^  it  still  contained 
sufficient  of  what  was  ^ood  in  k  as  to  in- 
duce him  when  he  considered  tne  late  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  and  more  particularly 
when  he  recollected  the  powers  which  the 
House  of  Commons  yet  possessed,  to  ac- 
cept it,  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  House.    It  was,  however, 
essential  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 
changes  which  were  made. 

The  first  to  which  he  should  advert  was 
the  limitation  of  the  oonmiissioners  to  one 
description  of  charities,   namely,  those 

a  w 

connected  with  education.  On  what 
ground  this  limitation  was  enacted,  he  felt 
himself  entirely  at  a  loss  to  determine.  It 
had  been  generally  granted,  indeed  no- 
'  thing  was  more  Q^uiifest  to  the  conraiiltee 
of  that  UouaoH  that  abuses  prevailed,  not 
alone  in  the  charities  connected  with  edu- 


cation, but  in  all  other  public  charities,  of 
what  description  soever.  If  commissioners 
were  to  be  sent  round  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  application 
of  the  funds  of  the  charities  for  education 
—if  they  were  enabled  to  call  for  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses— if  they  could  de* 
mand  the  production  of  documents,  and 
prosecute  inquiries  into  abuses  as  to  edu* 
cation,  it  seemed  to  him  very  natural  that 
they  should  also  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  inquiring  into  other  abuses 
admitted  by  all  to  prevail,  although  exist- 
ing in  charities  not  connected  with  edu* 
cation*    Those  superior  persons,  howeverp 
who  sat  in  the  upper  regions  of  legislation, 
and  who,  from  their  elevated  heigut,  were 
better  qualified  to  take  a  more  compre- 
hensive view  of  human  affairs,  thought 
otherwise  and  struck  out  that  part  of  the 
bill.    What !  though  the  very  steps  these 
commissioners  were  to  adopt  in  their  in- 
vestigation of  abuses  as  to   education, 
mighi  lead  to  a  just  suspicion  of  similar 
abuses   in  other  charities— though   the 
scene  for  such  respective  inquiries  was 
the   same— though    the  same   witnesses 
might  be  examined  as  to  the  application 
of  the  funds  of  respective  chariues— were 
they  to  be  precluded  hj  a  positive  provi- 
sion of  law  from  extending  tneir  research  i 
Yes  1  The  House  must  not  expect  those 
abuses  to  be  examined.    The  moudi  of 
any  witness  about  to  afibrd  evidence  of 
such  abuses  must  be  stopped,  in  virtue  of 
the  bill  as  it  was  now  returned  to  that 
House.     What!    though   the    commis- 
sioners had  before  them  the  very  witnesses 
who  were  called  to  afford  information  aa 
to  the  charities  of  education,  and  who 
were  capable  of  explaining  the  nature  and 
extent  of  gross  abuses  in  other  charities— ■ 
thourii  they  could  demand  documents, 
which  proved  that  trustees  of  education 
funds  had  broke  their  trusts  and  were  also 
trustees  of  other  charities,  and  therefore 
jiut  objects  of  suspicion,  the  very  same 
deed  which  furnished  evidence  of  the  one 
containing  also  very  often  evidence  of  the 
other,  nevertlieless  those  superior  intelli* 
gences  who  had,  elsewhere,  sat  in  judg- 
ment on  the  bill,  thought  that  they  should 
not   be  authorized  to   inquire  into  any 
abuses  but  those  connectea  with  educa- 
tion ;  and  as,  from  their  high  authority, 
in  that  period  of  the  session  there  was  no 
appeal,  he  roust  be  satisfied  to  take  the 
measure  as  it  was  left. .  In  likd  manner  a 
practical  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
powers  of  the  commissionets,  as  they  were 
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origiiuiny  directed  by  the  bill  to  m  iovei- 
tigation  of  the  state  of  tiM  edocation  of 
the  poor  generally.  Howe¥er  solicitouB  to 
obtain  every  information  on  that  pointy  the 
committee  of  that  House  were,  to  an  ex- 
tent,  preduded  from  doing  so  by  many 
circumstances,  over  which  they  conld  not 
have  control.    A  commission  tbrooghout 
the  country  was  enabled  to  avail  itself  of 
M  local  means  of  information^t  would 
have  supplied  the  deficiency  which  the 
eommittee  felt — it  would  have  obtained 
the  necessary  knowledge  with  no  addition 
of  expense.    Was  it  not  a  duty  then  to 
direct  their  exertions  to  such  a  desirable 
object  ?    Oh  no !    Superior  minds  forbad 
k.    ''You  must,**  said  they,  **  do  no  such 
thing.    You  must  confine  your  inquiry  to 
one  class  of  abuses.    You  must  not  pre* 
aume  to  ask  one  aueition  beyond   the 
confines    of  charitable  education/*    To 
that  decision  the  House  must  bow— some, 
no  doubt,  from  respect  to  the  eharacierp 
of    those   distinguished    persons — some 
from  a  sufficient  Knowledge  of  their  mo* 
tives  in  the  restriction — ^he  himself  must 
do  it  from  necessity.    When  he  saw  that 
the  consequence  was  nothing  more  than 
Ihis'— that  a  second  commission,  and  then 
(for  it  must  come  to  that)  a  third  commis- 
sion must  be  appointed  (for,  of  courae,  as 
tho:>e  great  personages  would  not  choose 
to  embrace  all  the  objects  at  once,  a  third 
commission  must  be  issued),  when  all  the 
objects  of  those  commissions  might  be  ac» 
comptished  by  the  first,  be  could  not  suf- 
ficiently express  his  surprise  at  this  de- 
termination, though  he  felt  the  necessity 
of  submitting  to  it.    This  extraordinary 
conduct,   this  narrow,  and  illiberal,  and 
Imperfect  view  of  the  measure,  reminded 
him  of  the  old  fable  of  a  man,  who  being  (to 
speak  in  legal  terms)  seized  in  fee  of  two 
cau,  one  of  a  larger  size  than  the  other, 
and  being  solicitous  to  make  a  communi- 
cation between  them  on  his  premises,  or- 
dered that  a  large  hole  should  be  made  in 
one  place,  and  a  small  hole  in  another ; 
and,  certainly,  the  two  cats  passed  through 
the  two  boles  very  conveniently,  although 
thev  might  have  psased  through  one  hole 
with  much  less  trouble  and  expense  to 
the  owner. 

There  was  also  another  change  in  the 
measure  which  he  exceedhigly  regretted. 
The  powers  conferred  originally  on  the 
commissioners  were  not  only  altered  and 
abrid^,  but  the  Hoyse  srould  Imsnr,  with 
astooiahmeot,  alcegeihar  abrogated.  They 
ware  diMOted  to  travofto  the  eodst^,  Old 
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caU  witeesaea  to  $Umd  then,  hst  thejr 
were  to  poaaeaa  no  power  of  cnfiscdny 
their  attendance,  or  of  demanding  dm 
production  of  any  one  document.  Thia 
to  him  was  inexplicable.  Whatever  in* 
ference  appearances  might  suggest,  ha 
was  still  bound  to  believe,  that  this  waa 
not  done  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
the  inquiry  ahogether;  but  it  waa  tha 
more  inexplicable  to  him,  when  he  reed* 
lected  that  the  conuniaaionera  of  naval 
ittciuiry,  which  originated  with  earl  8I4 
Vincent,  passed  through  the  Houae  of 
Lords  with  the  fullest  possible  powers  to 
the  coamiasioners  over  all  the  world*^ 
their  superiors  as  weH  aa  their  itrfeiiom-i* 

g'ving  tiiem  authority  to  commit  the  re* 
ictory,  and  to  fine  ta  the  amount  of  90L^ 
and  without  any  of  the  remedies  inserted 
in  the  original  bill.  In  the  commissioa 
also  under  the  Irish  Education  bill,  which 
passed  that  House,  the  fullest  poweta 
were  conferred  on  the  commissioners* 
One  should  have  imagined,  that  at  least 
similar  power  would  have  been  granted 
under  the  present  bilL  But  as  it  stood 
then,  neither  the  power  of  imprisoning 
nor  of  inflicting  a  fine,  was  allowed  tha 
commissioners.  The  extent  of  their  aa** 
thority  was  to  go  to  diftreat  parts  af  tha 
country,  and  call  for  volunteer  evideaca. 
He  thought  from  what  had  been  exp^ 
rienced,  and  even  by  the  committee  of 
that  House,  that  he  could  throw  a  little 
light  on  the  nature  of  this  vohmteer 
evidence ;  and  on  the  manner  in  which  tha 
invitation  of  these  commissioners  would 
in  most  cases  be  met.  That  experienoa 
would  prove  bow  little  likely  an  inquiry  so 
restricted  was  to  be  efiectual.  The  cona- 
mittee  always  found,  that  wherever  their 
attention,  was  directed,  whether  it  waa  ta 
a  college,  to  a  school,  or  to  an  hospital, 
the  parties  called  before  them  unifomiljr 
commenced  with  expressmg  the  greateat 
deference  for  the  character  of  that  House 
—their  most  anxious  desire  to  aid  tha 
endeavours  of  the  committee  in  a  fall  and 
unsparing  examination ;  and,  indeed,  their 
sincere  thankfulneas  to  parliament  for 
having  directed  its  attention  ta  snob  in- 
quiries. These  were  uaifbrmly  the  seati« 
ments  with  which  these  persons  set  otitp 
no  doubt  with  an  equal  chum  to  sinoerityy 
as  was  possessed  by  the  West  India  pro* 
prietors  in  tha  pvo^^rsss  of  another  giaat 
question,  but  oettaiolyaot  jooas  iaipo^ 
taut  liMOitbafveastttaaa^  tha  ahalitioB^ar 
tha  Shea  tnuia^  mbm  tbar 
lisaUMl  diaisa  dar 
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Yet  DO  aooner  bad  theta  strong  feeUngs  of 
ioliciliide  escaped  their  lips,  than,  as  io 
the  case  of  other  objects  or  anxious  desire, 
either  possessed,  or  about  to  be  attained, 
but  satiety  began,  aod  the  appetite  for 
farther  enjoyment  wholly  palled.  The 
second  or  third  question  put  to  those 
persons  had  generally  the  effect  of  making 
their  anxiety  to  afford  information  alto* 
gether  disappear.  It  was  so  in  the  case 
of  Winchester  schooL  <<  Produce,'*  laid 
the  committee,  **  your  bshuice  sheet  of 
last  year,  and  a  copy  of  your  statutes."— 
^  No ;"  was  the  answer,  **  we  beg  leave  to 
put  in  a  declaration  that  we  have  taken 
an  oath  not  to  divulge  our  statutes.**— So 
that  just  as  the  parties  were  aknott  in  pos« 
session  of  the  very  object  which  they  pro- 
,  fessed  to  hold  so  dear,  they  declared 
/  themselves  precluded  by  an  oath  from 
divulgiDg  thdr  secrets.  The  committee 
expensed  »  desire  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  terms  in  which  the  oath  was  worded ; 
and  it  appeared  that  it  was  to  the  effect 
that  none  of  their  utatenaents  were  to  be 
divulged,  except  for  necessary  and  useful 
purposes ;  and  of  this  necessity  and  utility 
the  fellows  themselves  were  to  be  the 
judges.  It  appeared  also  that  those 
statutes  wave  produceable  in  a  court  of  law, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  committee  ob- 
taioed  a  view  of  them.— ^imiUir  woidd  be 
the  obstructions  with  which  these  re« 
atricted  commissionem  would  have  to  con- 
tend in  their  endeavours  to  elicit  informa- 
tion from  their  volunteer  evidence.  He 
put  it  to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  the 
attorney-general,  to  say,  aod  from  his 
legal  acouiremeots  and  practical  acquaint- 
ance witn  the  administration  of  law,  no 
authortiy  could  be  higher,  whether  any 
thing  could  be  more  clumsy,  unsatisfiic- 
tory,  and  inefficient,  than  to  leave  to 
th€|se  commissioners  no  other  power  to 
secure  their  object,  than  that  of  indict* 
meat  against  the  demurrers  for  opposition 
to  an  act  of  parliament. 

To  what,  then,  had  the  House  to  looki 
as  a  security  for  having  their  object  carried 
into  operauon  i  How  was  it  that  ho  now 
stood  up  there  to  recommend  to  Uie 
House  to  agree  with  this  bill  so  amend^ 
(as  he  must  technically  say) ;  but,  as  he 
must  say,  io  point  of  net,  so  greatly  de- 
fined i  The  House  had  in  themsdves  the 
power  of  securing  the  original  object  of 
the  bill,  even  where  the  difficulty  hitched ; 
and,  seeing  as  they  did,  that  the  ongual 
■leasure  was  ao  BBanaled—  that  all  the 
powers  of  the  eomramoDm  had  beoi 
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altered,  that  as  the  bill  now  stood,  every 
thing  was  left  to  the  good  will  of  those 
who  had  an  interest  at  variance  with-  the 
nirit  of  the  inquiry-^he  nevertheless  had 
the  fullest  confidence  that  the  powers 
they  possessed  would  be  exercised  and 
that  they  would  be  productive  of  the  most 
satlsfactorv  result.  To  that  security  he 
looked  as  his  only  hope.  The  only  means 
of  effecting  the  great  objects  in  view  was, 
that  the  commissioners  should  proceed, 
and  call  witnesses ;  and  that  they  should 
report  occasionally  to  that  House,  and 
make  returns  of  the  names  of  all  persons 
refusing  to  give  the  information  required, 
or  to  produce  the  documents  demanded, 
without  alleging  any  just  cause  for  such 
refusal.  And  as  that  House  would,  on 
its  next  meeting,  re-appoint  its  committee, 
it  would  be  ensbled  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency which  the  alteration  m  the  present 
bill  occasioned,  by  empowering  that  com- 
mittee to  caU  these  persons  before  them. 
By  these  means,  notwithstanding  all  the 
attempts  and  the  subtilty  of  others,  the 
House  would  be  enabled  to  restore  suffi- 
cient virtue  and  ener^  to  this  nseasure^ 
and  to  make  it  somethms  like  what  it  was 
in  its  pristine  state*  He  now  came  to  v4 
another  head  of  the  subject.  It  was  not 
alone  to  fundamental  alterations  that  the 
changes  which  had  been  made  in  the  bill 
io  another  place  were  limited;  they  affected 
even  the  division  the  House  of  Commons 
had  made  of  the  eommissiooers.  The  bill 
had  originally  appointed  eight  commis* 
sionen,  makmg  four  boards,  each  as  a 
check— a  rival  to  the  other.  Tliis  prin- 
ciple was  retained  at  present,  but  the 
mode  of  its  operation  was  altesed.  The  - 
superior  nature  of  the  minds,  who  laugh- 
ing to  scorn  the  rashness  of  the  original 
projectors,  had  perfected,  by  their  grave 
dehberations,  the  present  model  of  legis* 
lation,  thought  that  the  figure  S  was  a 
better  divisor  of  8  than  2,  and  aftorded  a 
larger  quotient  of  boards.  Now,  as  the 
crude  scheme  of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  framed,  there  were  four  boards  of  two 
each,  calculated  to  proceed  in  their  labours 
with  expedition  and  emulation.  As  the 
bill  stoM  originally  amended,  as  was  the 
phrase,  there  were  two  boards  of  three 
each,  with  two  uaeless  members  over. 
So  much  for  the  arithmetic*  of  those 
elevated  le^pslaton,  who  scouted  the 
original  bill  m  its  rash  and  imperfect  state. 
It  was  BOW  in  its  find  state  provided,  that 
there  shouhl  be  three  boards  of  throe 
each,  tfaerefoie  a  niBth  QOBunissioaer  waa 
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appointed.    So  that»  on  the  whole,  the 
atceratioD  gave  a  division  ^fconnnisBioners 
capable  of  doing  less  work  by  one-third, 
and  doing  that  diminished  work  at  an  in- 
creased expense  of  one-eighth.    Bat  that 
was  not  all ;— very  far  from  it.    In  the 
original  bill  the  two  Universities  and  four 
great    public    schools    were   excepted. 
When  the-  bill  was  first  discussed,  one 
member  moved  to  except  Rugby ;  another 
proposed  to  except  Shrewsbury ;  another 
Norwich;   and,  in  fact,    every  member 
rose  to.  propose  an  exemption  for  the 
school  that  was  situated  m  the  district 
which  he  represented.    This  would  have 
rendered  the  measure  perfectly  nugatory, 
and  it  being  so  felt  by  the  House,  they 
rejected  all  those  propositions,  and  the 
bill  continued  with  its  original  exceptions. 
In  order,  however,  to  give  a  salutary  re- 
primand to  that  House  for  such  a  deci- 
sion, it  had  pleased  the  superior  minds  to 
exempt  not  only  Harrow  and  Rugby,  but 
all  charitable  endowments  having  special 
visitors.    Now  he  would  pledge  himself  to 
prove,  that  of  all  the  charities  In  which 
abuses  exist,  none  were  greater  or  grosser 
than  in  those  where  special  visitors  were 
appointed.  A  variety  of  causes  concurred 
to  produce  this  evil.    In  some  instances 
those  visitors  resided  at  a  distance,  and 
never  exercised  their  powers ;  in  others 
the  visitor  was  the  patron  of  the  school, 
and  did  not  correct  abuses  to  which  his 
system  led ;  in  others  the  visitor  was  the 
heir  at  law  of  the  endowcr,  and  had  rather 
pocket  the  funds  than  apply  them  to  the 
proper  purposes;  and  of  course  he  did  not 
visit  his  own  sins  very  heavily  on  his  own 
head.    Indeed  he  could  say  positively  that 
the  grossest  case  of  abuse  that   came 
before  the  committee,  was  of  a  charitv 
where  special  visitors  have  been  apnointea, 
but  who  had  never  attended  to  their  duties 
for  twenty  years.    And  though  the  evil 
was  so  ripe  and  rank  as  to  have  caught  the 
notice  of  all  persons  in  the  vicinity,  it 
never  reachea  the  ears  of  these  special 
visitors  till  €hristmas  last.    Here  then, 
again,  was  an  example  of  the  vigour,  the 
wisdom,  and  the  enlarged  and  disinter- 
ested view  that  was  taken  of  this  subject 
in  another  place.    But  let  not  the  House 
be  disappointed  in  this  way.  Let  them 
rely  on  the  appointment  of  another  com- 
mittee next  year.    Let  the  commissioners 
.  report  on  all  demurrers  in  /frntne,  and  the 
committee   would   turn  their   attention 
anew  to  the  subject;  break  through  the 
obstacles  now  oppcMMd  to  them,  and  M* 


low  np  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
with  an  intrepid  searching,  and  onsparinff 
investigation.  The  powers  of  the  ooin« 
missioners  of  tiaval  incjuirv  had  extended 
to  all  persons  in  the  kingdom.  They  were 
authorized  to  investigate  and  to  commit  in 
default  of  satisfactory  answers.  Although 
their  object  was  public,  they  were  allowed 
to  examine  private  individuals.  They 
might  overhaul  the  books  of  any  merchant 
in  the  city,  and  commit  him  to  Newgate  if 
he  refused  to  answer  their  inquiries.  Why 
refuse  to  grant  shnilar  powers  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  ? 

One  objection  which  had  been  made  to 
the  present  bill  was,  that  it  pave  no  hint 
of  any  other  measure  by  which  it  was  to 
be  followed.      He  had  heard  various  ob* 
jections  made  to  many  bills.    One  objec- 
tion that  he  himself  had  to  the  present 
bill,  as  it  oame  ftom  the  other  House^ 
was,  that  it  had  no  penalty  clause;  ano* 
tber,  that  it  had  too   many  exempting 
clauses ;  but  who  had  ever  before  heard  it 
objected  to  a  bill  that  it  contained  no 
hinting  clause— no  clause  stating   what 
was  to  come  after  it  ?    Who  had  ever  be- 
fore heard  it  objected  to  a  bill  that  it  was 
one  measure  and  not  twenty  ?    The  oh* 
jection  was,  that  the  bill  was  a  whole  and 
rounded  measure  (a  description  that  he 
was  sure  would  not  apply  to  some  of  the 
bills  that  originated  in  the  place  in  which 
that  objection  was  made),  tnat  it  was  con- 
fined to  actual  enactment,  and  did  not 
contemplate  any  prospective  proceeding; 
that  it  had  no  view  to  any  thing  that  was 
to  come  at  the  end ;  that  it  did  not  con- 
tain an  appendix  to  the  reader,  telling 
him  what  work  was  to  come  next.     Was 
it  not  enough  that  the  bill  had  so  suffered^ 
that  it  had  been  laughed  at  and  torn  to 
tatters,  but  it  was  first  to  be  tortured  and 
then  destroyed,  if  it  did  not  contain  what 
was  to  come  next  in  the  course  of  le- 
gislation on  the  subject  in  the  ensuing 
session?    The  novelty  of  this  objection 
was  such,  that  he  really  did  not  know  how 
to  deal  with  it,   and  should,  thereforS| 
make  no  farther  remark  upon  it.    Of  this 
he  was  satisfied,  that  notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  done  to  diminish  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  measure,  the  knowledge  that 
such  an  inquiry  was  going  on,  and  that  n 
half  yearly  report  of  its  progress  was  to 
be  made  to  the  House  of  Commons,  would 
even  if  no  legislative  prooeeAng  were  ap- 
prehended to  be  founded  on  that  report, 
do  great  good  in  checking  abnses,  and  in 
heUbg  out  a  wnmlng  to  tbove  who  wet^ 


ISS I  ]     'to  injmre  into  tks  JBdueatum  tfihe  Pdor.      Juvs  8,  1818. 


[ISM 


implicated  to  them.  A  nunber  of  the  ob» 
jBCtioM  which  had  beeo  made  to  the  bil!» 
were  grounded  on  the  confidence  which 
those  who  made  them  reposed  in  courts  of 
lawy  as  ftfording  the  means  of  correcting 
abases.  He  confessed  that  he  himself 
bad  not  much  reliance  on  courts  of  law  in 
that  lespecty  especially  with  reference  to 
espedition  and  cheapness.  He  allowed 
those  courts  the  possession  of  learning 
without  stint.  He  allowed  them  great  co« 
piousnessy  great  power  of  drawing  out 
written  argument*  The  faculty  of  car* 
in^  nothmg  for  the  time  and  patience  of 
amtocs  and  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
thetr  clients  money  they  eojo^ed  in  a  per- 
fection which  the  wildest  sallies  of  imagt* 
nation  could  not  go  beyond.  But  as  to 
expedition  and  imeapness,  and  attention 
to  the  comfort  of  those  who  were  invdred 
in  the  business  of  those  courts,  they  were 
aaalities  by  which  they  were  certainly  not 
distinguished.  If  he  had  previously  doubt* 
ed  this  ikcty  the  evidence  that  had  been 
produced  before  the  committee  only  two 
davs  a^o  would  have  completely  estab* 
lisned  it  in  his  mind ;  for  a  more  touch* 
ing  scene  than  was  then  exhibited,  per^ 
haps»  had  never  been  belbre  witnessed. 
The  committee  had  been  inquiring  into  a 
charity  that  existed  at  YeavU.  He  thought 
it  was  there,  but  he  did  not  distinctly  re- 
collect the  place;  however  the  case  was 
I  calculated  most  strongly  to  prove  the  ex* 
'  istence  of  the  evil  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  measure  to  remedy.  It  appeared 
from  the  testimony  of  three  most  respecta- 
ble church  wardens  who  had  devoted  their 
tifloe  to  the  investigation  of  an  enormous 
abuse  in  the  parish,  that  of  an  income  of 
SfiOOL  beaueathed  to  a  charitable  pur* 
pose,  not  above  30l.  or  4(V.  were  rendered 
available  to  It.  Questions  and  answers  to 
the  following  effect  passed  between  the 
oomssittee  and  those  individuals.  Q.  Why 
did  you  not  go  into  a  court  of  law~  there 
▼ou  would  nave  found  a  remedy?  A. 
We  did. — Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  court 
of  Chancery?  A  •  We  instituted  proceed- 
ings there  eight  years  ago.— >Q.  How  long 
did  they  continue  ?  A.  We  are  not  out  of 
the  court  yet.  The  first  witness  examin- 
ed: <<  I  have  paid  1,800/.  costs,  and  have 
leceived  only  80M.of  them  from  the  town." 
Q.  Have  you  obtained  no  relief?  A.  Oh, 
it  has  ruined  us.— Q.  Have  you  found  the 
other  expenses  heavy  ?  A. Oh,  good  God, 
I  have  a  thousand  times  wished  myself  out 
ef  the  world;  it  has  entirely  ruined  me; 
it  haa  deatreyed  an  excellent  buamess  of 


which  I  was  possessed.  Hie  second  wit* 
ness  examined :  Q.  What  have  you  expe* 
rienced  with  respect  to  this  case  ?  A.  It 
has  cost  me  500/.  already  and  I  fear  I  do 
not  knowthe  worst  of  it.  Tho  third  witness 
examined:  Q.  Have  you  suffered  any 
thing  by  this  suit  ?  A.  My  heart  is  almost 
broken ;  indeed,  my  nerves  are  so 
shaken  by  the  losses  which  I  have  svm^ 
tained  in  the  prosecution  of  ihe  afiair,  that 
I  scarcely  know  what  I  do ;  it  has  been 
the  most  grievous  thing  I  ever  knew.  I 
have  a  wOe  and  several  children ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  add  that  unless  the  commit* 
tee  allow  me  to  leave  town  to  night,  I  do 
not  know  what  will  become  of  them.  The 
whole  appearance  of  the  man  bore  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  dresdful  ac* 
cbunt  he  gave  of  his  condition.  So  much 
for  that  instance  of  the  advantage  of  re- 
sorting to  a  court  of  law.  Sir  G.  Paul  a 
man  of  the  most  estimable  character,  who 
had  devoted  a  long  and  useful  life  to  the 
advancement  of  all  that  was  calculated  to 
benefit  the  noor,  had|  on  the  discovery  of 
an  abuse  or  a  similar  nature  in  a  charity 
of  50^.  or  60/.  per  annum,  betaken  him* 
self  to  the  same  cheap  and  expeditious 
remedy.  The  House  had  already  heard 
the  general  result  of  such  steps,  he  would 
now  show  them  a  little  of  the  mechanism 
by  which  a  man's  fortune  and  health  and 
happiness  were  ruined.  After  the  neces* 
sary  preliminary  steps,  the  cause  was  put 
on  the  paper  in  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
Decemoer,  but  was  ordered  to  stand  over. 
Again  it  was  put  on  the  paper,  and  again 
it  was  ordered  to  stand  over  for  three 
days.  On  the  21st  it  was  actually  called 
on,  but  the  court  made  up  its  mind  that 
it  would  not  make  up  its  mind.  On  the 
9th  of  April,  for  which  it  was  fixed,  the 
court  with  its  usual  promptitude  deter- 
mined that  it  would  not  determine.  On 
the  18th  of  May  it  came  on,  and  the 
court  pronoimced  on  one  point,  expres* 
sing  its  opinion  that  a  certain  lease  was 
void,  but  reserved  its  judgment  on  other 
points.  To  elucidate  those  points  the 
court  took  home  the  papers,  and  no  more 
was  heard  of  the  cause  tor  many  months. 
The  papers  being  taken  home  was  a  kind  of 
respite  and  a  suspension  of  proceeding, 
which  relieved  from  expense  during  the 
time  they  were  considering.  The  counsel 
both  for  the  plaintiff  and  for  the  delendant 
however  applied  for  judgment;  but  it  was 
postponed  to  the  20lh  of  January  on 
which  day  it  was  not  judged.  Two  days 
afterwards  the  sameoccunrence  took  place. 
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It  was  then  decided  that  it  should  not  be 
decided  until  another  day  on  which  other 
day  it  was  again  decided  that  it  should  not 
be  decided  until  another  day  on  which 
other  day  it  was  again  postponed.  It  was 
appointed  positively  for  the  29th  of  Fe- 
brusry,  there  being  but  28  days  in  ^that 
month.  It  was  of  course  again  deferred, 
and  then  again.  On  a  subsequent  day  it 
was  mentioned.  This  word  **  mentioned" 
was  a  licht  and  airy  word  in  that  House, 
but  in  Uie  court  of  Chancery  it  was  at^ 
tended  mtb  fees  to  the  counsel,  fiees  to 
the  agents,  fees  to  the  short-hand  writer 
— in  short,  a  *<  mention"  was  not  the  most 
unexpensive  and  agreeable  proceeding 
that  could  befal  a  suitor.  Some  days  after 
the  court  acknowledged  that^it  had  mis* 
laid  the  papers  which  §o  many  months  be- 
fore it  had  taken  home  to  peruse,  and  de- 
sired that  a  brief  ^attended  with  conside- 
rable expense)  miffnt  beleflwith  the  court. 
On  the  17th  of  March  it  was  again  called 
on,  and  at  length  it  was— not  decided,  for 
decided  it  was  not  unto  the  present  mo- 
ment, but  it  was  referred  to  tne  master. 

One  objection  to  the  bill  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  was,  that  it  would 
be  very  expensive.  It  had  been  said, 
that  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  small  cha- 
rities, would,  in  most  cases,  be  to  induce 
an  eMpense  greater  than  those  charities 
were  worth. — The  rapid  intellects  by 
which  this  opinion  was  pronounced,  did 
not  perceive  that  the  very  thing  wanted 
was  an  inquiry  into  these  small  charities ; 
for  a  charity,  although  it  might  appear  to 
possess  but  a  fund  of  five  shillings  a«year, 
might  in  reality  be  possessed  of  a  fund  of 
a  very  considerable  amount.  The  history 
of  the  suit,  which  this  digression  had  in- 
terrupted, proved,  however,  that  the 
course  preferred  b;^  the  objectors  to  the 
expense  of  the  inquiry  b^  committee,  was 
somewhat  more  expensive.  It  was  sent 
nut  of  one  expensive  court  into  another 
expensive  court«^out  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery into  the  Master's  office.  Not  to  the 
present  moment  had  a  day  been  appointed 
to  take  it  up.    It  would  have  to  run  the 

fauiitlet  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the  o£» 
ce;  exceptions  would  then  be  taken  to 
the  report;  those  exceptions  would  be 
most  ably,  and  learnedly,  and  elaborately 
argued  by  coqnsel,  but,  he  apprehended, 
nq^  so  concisely  and  cheaply  as  they 
would  be  by  the  commissioners.  It  would 
then  be  sent  back  to  the  master  for  revi- 
sion, &c.  &c. 

^  And  find  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mates  losf 


The  conclusion  from  all  this,  in  his  mind, 
was,  that  the  court  of  Chancery  might  be 
exoeUent  for  many  purposes,  but  that  t» 
the  suitors  in  it  it  was  ruinous.  It  might 
be  an  ornament  to  the  state,  it  might  be 
beneficial  to  those  who  belonged  to  it,  but 
to  those  who  were  so  unfortunate  as  to 
resort  thither  for  equity  it  was  irremediable 
diough  certainly  not  immediste  ruin.  And 
here  be  begged  to  guard  himself  against 
being  misunderstood.  He  unequivocally 
disavowed  the  intention  of  throwing  the 
slightest  imputation  on  the  integrity,  on  the 
talents,  or  on  the  in^Nimparable  and  unpre- 
cedented learning  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  at  the  head  nf  the  court  of  Chancery. 
He  sincereljfr  believed,  that  from  the  daye 
when  English  law  and  equity  were  sepa- 
rated to  the  present  time,  there  never  bad 
been  any  individual  in  that  situation  more 
anxious  to  do  justice  to  all  parties.  He 
believed  he  might  say  with  equal  confi- 
dence, that  that  noble  and  learned  lord's 
unrivalled  sagacity  and  subtlety  were  una- 
nimously acknowledged  bjy  the  whole 
profession,  and  that  he  was  hy  far  the  maa 
of  the  most  wonderful  legal  learning  that 
had  for  ages  appeared  in  any  of  our  courts. 
This  was  not  merely  the  expression  of  hta 
own  unfeigned  reverence  and  adouration 
of  the  great  oualities  by  which  that  noble 
and  learned  lord  was  distinguished— he 
knew  he  spoke  the  sentiments  df  all  the 
profession,  common  lawyers  as  well  aa 
chancery  lawyers.  That  the  learning  and 
subtlety  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  were 
unexampled  was  the  opinion  from  one 
end  of  Westminster  Hall  to  the  other. 
He  must  add,  that  a  more  kindly  die* 
posed  jud^  to  all  the  professional  men  who 

Sractised  m  his  court  never  perhaps  existed, 
^ut  notwithstanding  idl  these  good  quali- 
ties on  the  part  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Brougham's)  duty  to 
say,  that  there  was  a  something  in  the 
court  of  Chancery  that  set  at  defiance  all 
calculations  o£  cost  and  time,  and  rendered 
the  celebrated  irony  of  Swift,  when  be 
made  Gulliver  tell  the  worthy  Hynynhmo, 
his  master  (what  he  savs,  hu  honour 
found  it  hard  to  conceive),  that  his  fiither 
had  been  wholly  ruined  by  the  misfortune 
of  having  gained  a  chancery  suit,  with 
full  costs,  not  only  not  an  exaggeration, 
but  a  strictly  correct  description  of  the 
fact.  Having  dwelt  at  such  length  on  thia 
part  of  the  subject,  he  should  compress 
what  he  had  to  say  in  as  few  worda  as  |>os- 
sible.  He  was  convinced  that  the  time 
was  at  band  when  the  unanimous  sense  of 
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the  eeoniry  would  be  declared  on  this 
tttbject,  uid  when  the  most  enxiouB  wUh 
would  be  generally  expreited  for  a  full» 
vnsparing,   and  honest  investigation  of 
those  notorious  and  shocking  abuses.    It 
belonged  to  that   House,   and  to  that 
House  alone»  to  confer  such  a  bene6t  on 
the  community.  If  they  eat  eupinei^,  «nd 
sent  out  commissioners  without  taking  ef- 
fective steps  to  render  the  labours  of  those 
commissioners  efEMStive*  their  proceedings 
would  be  a  mockery,  and  not  a  real  advan- 
tage.   The  commissioners  might  traverse 
the  oountryi  thqr  might  hold  their  eittiogs, 
they  mi|^t  show  a  .^lod  will  in  the  cause, 
they  might  invite  penons  to  attend,  they 
might  mme  questions  to  befrat  to  those 
persons,  they  mi^ht  expect  aosirers,  but 
they  woidd  soliat  them  in  vain,  unless 
<they  were  backed  by  the  House,  unless 
St  were  universally  known,  and  that  night 
recognised,  that  the  House  was  resolFod 
to  do  its  duty.    Unless  it  did  this,  it 
would  occasion  the  utmost  irritation,  in- 
flammation,  and  exasperation  in  every 
parish  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  The  eyes  of  all  were  opened;  they 
were  steadily  fixed  on  the  subject,  and  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  import- 
ance was  the  intensity  of  the  interest  ex- 
cited.   This  was  a  feelinq^  which  pervaded 
every  province — it  dwelt  m  every  parish- 
it  haunted  every  hamlet.    It  every  where 
called  loudly  for  investigation  and  redress. 
There  was  no  part  of  the  country  so  re- 
mote, there  was  no  district  so  trifling  in 
wealth  or  nuodier  of  inhabitants,  there 
was  no  sphere  so  circumscribed  as  not  to 
coooiprehend  williin  it  some  bequest  for 
charitable  purposes.  Everv  where  a  local, 
as  well  aM  a  general  feeling,  was  most 
atrongly  entertained.  Both  from  the  poor, 
who  were  immediatchr   interested,   and 
from  the  rich,  who,  if'^the  poor  were  de- 
prived of  their  right,  would  be  compelled 
to  maintain  them,  the  cry  was  gone  forth, 
and  they  all  looked  to  that  House  for  the 
means  of  remedying  the  evil.    It  was  the 
duty,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  the  plea- 
sure, of  that  House  to  answer  the  call,  and 
to  institttte  the  required   investigation. 
There  was  but  one  way  of  doins  so—it 
was,  by  resolving  to  re-appoint  the  com« 
mittee  in  the  next  session  of  parliament— 
to  constitute  it  of  the  same  individuals— to 
clothe  itwith  the  same  powers  as  at  present. 
Let  that  be  done,  and  he  cared  not  for  the 
mutilationa  whidi  the  bill  before  the  House 
bad  suflered  elsewhere*    The  committee 
wouMsupplyallthedefidcDciesirbicb  these 


mutilations  were  calculate^—Jie   leered 
he  might  add,  were  intended— to  create. 
I  cannot  sit  down  ^concluded  Mr.B.)  with- 
out once  more  aaverting  to  a  most  inter- 
esting topic,  to  which  I  drew  the  notice 
of  the  House  when  last  I  had  the  honour 
of  addresring  them.    Every  day  has  dis- 
covered to  the  committee  more  and  more 
proofs  of  the  nuinificently  charitable  dis- 
position of  individuals  in  former  times*— 
What  I  wish  you  to  do  is,  only  to  turn 
with  grateful  attention  to  the  benevolence 
of  your  forefathers,  and  to  endeavoor  to 
prevent  the  memorials  of  that  benevolence 
from  being  defaced.    We  are  occupied  in 
raising  monuments  to  the  glory  of  our 
naval  and  military  defenders,  and  fiishion- 
ing  them  of  materials  fsr  more  perishable 
than  their  renown ;   all  I  ask  is,  that  we 
should  protect  from  the  operation  of  time^ 
and  from  the  injuries  of  interested  malver- 
sation, those  monuments  of  the  genuine 
glory  of  our  ancestors;  those  trophiea 
which  they  won  in  a  pious  and  innocent 
warfare,  and  left  to  commemorate  triumphs 
unmingled  witli  sorrow,   unpolluted   by 
blood;   gained  over  ignorance,  that  worst 
enemy  of  the  human  racot  and  over  her 
progeny,  vice.    Thus  we  shall  perform 
a  greater  service  to  the  public ;  we  shall 
contribute  more  to  exalt  the  name  and 
the  fame  of  this  country  than  hj  all  the 
other  acts  of  public  munificence  in  which^ 
as  a  great  and  a  victorious  nation,  we 
have  been  justly  indulging.     Whatever 
may  be  attempted  to  impale  the  attain- 
ment of  this  aesirable  object,  I  hope  that 
in  the  next  session  y^e  shall  so  vigilantly 
protect  the  commissioners  in  the  exeen* 
tion  of  their  duty,  as  to  prove  tojsll  per- 
sons diat  any  eS>rts  to  frustrate  the  views 
of  this  House,  and  to  defeat  the  hopes  of 
the  country,  a^  vain ;  and  I  trust,  that 
all  who  have  hitherto  obstructedf  or  who 
may  yet  endeavour  to  thwart  our  views, 
whether  from  an  interested  dread,  lest  their 
own  malversations  should  be  detected,  or 
from  scarcely  less  base  fellow*feeUng  for 
the  malversations  of  others,  or  from  a 
silly  and  groundless  fear  of  they  know  not 
what  danger^that  all  who,  on  whatever 
grounds,  hold  out  a  protecting  hand  to 
corruption,  from  the  hereditary  enemy  of 
improvement  and  the  mitred  patron  of 
abuse,  down  to  the  meanest  peculator  in 
the  land,  may  learn  that  the  time  is  gone 
by  when  the  poor  could  be  robbed  with 
impunity.    The  )ioo.  and  learned  gentle- 
man then  moved— 
<<  That  an  bumble  Address  be  presented 
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ta  h»  royal  hiehneie  the  Prince  Re* 
gentt  praying  uafc  hb  Royal  HighneM 
wodd  oe  graciousljr  pleased  to  issue  a 
Commusion  to  inquire  into  the  State  of 
Education  of  the  Poor  throughout  £ng- 
land  and  Wales ;  and  to  report  from  time 
lo  time  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and  to 
tills  House  thereupon." 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  he  went 
along  with  thejion.  and  learned  gentleman 
in  thinking  that  the  suhject  was  one  of 
those  to  which,  now  that  the  blessings  of 
peace  had  been  happily  restored,  parlia- 
ment ought  to  turn  its  attention.  He  was 
disposed  also  to  admit,  that  the  inquiry 
was  calculated  not  only  to  remedy  the 
abuses  in  question,  but  to  excite  additional 
interest  for  those  charities,  respecting 
which  it  was  instituted,  and  to  caJl  back 
the  attention  of  the  persons  connected 
with  them  to  their  proper  objects.  But  if 
the  lion*  and  learned  gentleman  looked  at 
the  nature  of  the  bill,  he  could  not  be  sur- 
prised, that  a  measure  sent  to  the  other 
House,  so  little  resembling  in  scope  and 
character  the  inquiry  out  of  which  it  was 
supposed  to  have  g^own,  should  have  there 
met  with  difficulties  which  appeared  in- 
surmountable. The  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  inquire,  not  into  the  chari- 
table institutions  of  the  country,  but  into 
the  education  of  the  lower  orders;  and, 
although  their  report  related  to  objects 
beyond  that  whicn  they  were  appomted 
to  investigate,  the  hon.  and  learned  sen- 
tleman  extended  the  enactments  of  his 
bill  beyond  even  that  report,  and  intro- 
duced a  provision  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  continue  the 
inquiry.  He  could  not  conceive  any  hope 
more  illusory  than  that  held  out  by  tne 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that  the  com- 
mission would  be  enabled  to  execute  its 
task  in  a  short  time,  or  without  occasion- 
ing those  evils,  the  existence  of  which  in 
the  court  of  Chancery  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  described  with  so  much 
exaggeration.  Could  that  House  stand 
the  criterion  which  the  hon.  and  learned 

gratleman  had  applied  to  the  court  of 
hancery  i  Were  the  Order  book  taken, 
and  the  various  delays  which  the  pressure 
of  business  might  occasion  in  any  particu- 
lar motion  to  be  noticed,  it  might,  by  such 
a  partial  view  of  the  subject,  be  frequent- 
ly alleged,  that  die  House  of  Commons 
postponed  for  months,  very  wise  and  im- 
portant measures.  Could  that  be  ur^ed 
as  an  imputation  on  the  ability  or  attention 
of  the  flonse  of  Commons  to  its  duties? 


He  certainly  knew  it  could  not,  as  the 
motives  £br  such  postponement  could  be 
easily  explained,  as  no  doubt  could  those 
cases  mentioned  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
member  with  respect  to  the  court  of  Chan** 
eery,  and  he  hoped  that  those  gentlemea 
who  were  more  acquainted  with  that  court 
than  he  could  be  supposed  to  be,  would 
defend  it  from  such  unmerited  impute* 
tions.  The  hon.  and  leamei^  gentleman 
had  made  an  unfair  attempt  to  run  down 
the  character  of  the  legal  institutions  of 
the  country.  Not  the  court  of  Chancers 
alone,  but  all  the  courts  of  law  would  sun 
fer,  if  tried  by  the  h(m.  and  learned  gen« 
tleman's  criterion.  Whetherit  was  a  court 
of  assize,  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  any  other 
court,  that  delay  would  occasioiudly  oc- 
cur, which  was  inseparable  from  the  ad- 
mmistration  of  human  affiurs.  To  agree 
to  the  address  proposed  would,  in  his 
(lord  Castlereagas)  opinion,  be,  to  de- 
prive the  other  House  of  parliament  of  the 
fair  exercise  of  their  functions.  The  hon» 
and  learned  ecntleman  contemphited  the 
probability  of  a  renewal,  next  session,  of 
the  committee.  In  that  event,  there  would, 
were  the  present  motion  agreed  to,  be 
two  commissions— the  one  legislative,  the 
other  royal,  and  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  all  inquiring  into  the  same 
subject.  Tlie  best  course,  in  bis  opinion, 
would  be,  to  let  the  commissioners  proceed 
with  those  powers,  which,  though  not  so 
great  as  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
wished,  and  intended  to  make  them,  were 
yet  very  great.  At  an  early  period  cf  the 
next  session,  the  House  would  receive 
some  report  from  that  commission,  which 
would  enable  them  to  judge  of  its  effici* 
ency*  A  fiirther  range  to  their  operations 
mignt  then  be  proposed  if  it  were  deemed 
advisable.  Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  could 
be  a  more  imprudent  course  for  the  House 
to  pursue,  than  that  which  had  been  re- 
commended bv  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, who  had  called  on  them  to  de 
that  bv  address  to  the  Crown,  to  which 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  had 
refused  to  give  its  sanction  as  a  legis- 
lative measure.  He  considered  this  at- 
tempt cidculated  to  produce  such  a  colli- 
sion between  the  two  Houses,  as  must 
detract  from  the  respectability  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  pariiament.  Th^  hon.  and 
learned  eentleman  had  UMMiriit  it  enough 
to  leave  ais  proposition  on  the  table,  and 
that  he  might  absent  himself  immediately 
afteiwaidsy  but  be  did  entreat  thp  Houm^ 
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wbatevor  might  be  the  ifitemperance  of 
the  hon.  end  learned  member,  not  to  take 
the  first  moment  after  the  modifications 
which  the  other  House  had  thought  pro- 
per to  giro  to  the  measurei  to  address 
ihe  Crown  to  adopt  that  course,  of  which 
the  other  House  had  disapproved.    The 
House  ought  rather  to  confine  themselves 
to  the  branch  of  inquiry  which  they  ori- 
ginally destined  for  the  committeei  and  to 
rest  on  that  basis  for  the  present.    There 
could  be  no  objection  to  making  the  other 
branch  of  inquiry  the  object  of  another 
legiidative  measure  in  another  session.    If 
the  House  wished  inquiry  into  the  other 
charitable  institutions  of  the  country,  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  agree- 
ing to  such  an  extension  in  another  ses- 
sion. On  the  contrary,  he  thought  a  great 
deal  might  be  gsined  by  the  agitation  of 
the  question  during  the  interval.    Really, 
when  he  looked  into  the  extent  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  bill,  as  it  was 
sent  up  to  the  other  House,  he  was  not 
surprised  that  the  Lords  should  not  be 
prepared  at  once  to  assent  to  the  whole  of 
\    It.    There  were  eleven  thousand  parishes 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  there  could 
Hot  be  less  than  between  forty  and  fifty 
thousand  charitable  institutions  included 
In  the  bill  as  it  originally  stood.  He  really 
thought  that  in  the  bill,  as  now  modified, 
there  was  sufficient  to  occupy  the  com- 
missioners till  another  session.— On  these 
grounds  he  submitted  to  the  House  that 
a  case  was  not  made  out,  either  firom  ne- 
ceisit^  or  prudence,  to  justify  the  House 
in  domg  that  by  themselves,  by  address 
to  the  Crown,  which  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed this  session  in  the  shape  of  a  legislative 
measure.     The  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  to-nieht,  had  disclosed 
sentiments  with  regard  to  one  of  the 
branchy  of  the  jurisprudence  of  the  coun- 
try, namely,  the  courts  of  equity,  which 
were  calculated  to  degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of 
the  country.  It  was  greaUy  to  be  wished, 
that  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
the  utmost  temper  should  be  observed. 
He  was  sure,  |hat  an  inquiry,  to  be  use- 
ful, must  be  pursued  in  the  spirit  of  tem- 
per and  moderation ;  and  if  it  were  pur- 
sued in  such  a  way,  every  honest  man 
must  wish  to  see  the  object  of  it  accom- 
plished. Ifthe  address  should  be  carried, 
one  set  of  commissioners  appointed  by 
tHe  Crown,  and  another  set  of  commis- 
•ionen  apnointed  under  the  biH  of  the 
hon.  and  learnjed  gentleman,  would  be 
earrying  on  their  inquiries  at  the  sane 


time,  and  he  conceived  that  nothing  could 
prove  more '  injurious  than  the  unneces- 
sary complication  which  must  thereby 
be  introduced.  He  would  therefore  con- 
clude with  moving  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Brougham  said,  as  the  noble  l6rd 
had  conceived  he  had  acted  somewhat  dis- 
respectfully to  him  in  leaving  the  House 
immediately  afler  submitting  his  motion, 
he  wished  to  inform  him  that  he  was  only 
in  the  gallery,  and  that  not  a  word  the 
noble  lord  had  said  was  lost  to  him. 

Lord  CasUereagh  remarked,  that  he  had 
not  seen  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
in  his  place,  and  that  he  had  therefore 
believed  that  he  had  left  the  house.  It 
was  at  least  not  very  usual  for  a  member, 
afler  making  a  motion,  so  to  withdraw 
himself,  as  to  leave  the  House  in  uncer- 
tainty whether  he  was  present  or  not. 

Mr.  Brougham  rephed,  that  althooeh 
he  usually  sat  in  a  particular  part  of  tne 
house,  he  had  not  conceived  the  sight  of 
hb  face  to  be  necessary  to  the  noble  lord 
in  making  his  speech.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  effect  of  the  arguments  of  the 
noble  lord  was  at  all  injured  by  the  acci- 
dent of  his  not  seeing  him. 

Sir  &im«e//2amf%  said,  thathaving  been 
so  directly  called  on  by  the  noble  lord,  to 
state  his  opinion  as  to  the  chance  there  waa 
of  obtaining  any  remedy  in  cases  of  abuse 
of  charitable  trusts  through  the  court  of 
Chancery,  he  felt  he  should  be  acting  im- 
properly towards  the  House,  if  he  did  not 
answer  that  call.  He  most  sincerely 
thought  that  in  such  a  case  the  remedy 
which  the  court  of  Chancery  was  capable 
of  affording  was  not  an  adequste  remedy, 
and  that  it  was  impossible,  through  the 
court  of  Chancery,  to  obtam  redress  for 
the  abuses  of  charitable  institutions.  There 
were  expedients  of  delay  peculiar  to  that 
court,  which,  if  resortea  to,  as  they  natu- 
rally would  be  in  such  a  case,  would  throw 
sucn  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
redress  as  few  would  be  disposed  to  en- 
counter. And  when  he  considered  that 
an  information  in  the  court  of  Chancery 
would  be  filed  by  some  stranger,  who  had 
not,  like  a  suitor  in  Chancery,  an  interest 
in  the  result  of  the  decision,  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  such  a  person  would  be 
disposed  to  put  himself  to  the  great  ex- 
pense which  this  would  occasion,  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  delay  and  the  pro- 
crastination might  occasion  him  to  lie  out 
of  a  great  expense  for  a  number  of  years. 
If  a  person  hearing  of  any  abuse,  should 
think  of  liaving  an  information  filed|  fa^ 
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Tnu8t  Ifty  bis  account  with  disburaing  a 
'great  sum  of  costs,  with  the  chance  of  re- 
covering, if  he  gained  the  suit  after  a 
treat  Dumber  of  years,  strictly  taxed  costs, 
t  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  man  so  pub- 
lic-spirited as  to  advance  a  great  sum  of 
money  to  carry  on  a  cause  in  which  he 
bad  no  personal  interest,  imputing  gross 
misconduct  to  a  neighbour,  with  a  chance 
of  recovering  a  part  of  his  expenses  after 
so  great  a  lapse  of  time.  A  bill  had  a 
year  or  two  ago  been  introduced  by  an 
hon.  gentleman,  to  which  he  proposed  an 
aroenament,  which  afterwards  became  a 
separate  bill,  providing  that  all  stamp  dir- 
ties should  be  dispensed  with,  in  cases  of 
this  description,  which  would  consequently 
have  been  a  great  saving  of  expense ;  but 
it  had  been  decided  by  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery«  that  this  provision  did  not  extend  to 
actions  against  persons  who  had  got  lands 
of  charities  into  their  possession.  With 
respect  to  the  proceedmgs  in  the  court 
of  Chancery,  there  was  no  man  who  prac- 
tised in  that  court  who  must  not  be  con- 
vinced, that  very  great  expedients  *of  de- 
lay might  be  resorted  to  in  it»  which  ought 
Dot  to  exist  in  any  court.  His  hon.  and 
and  learned  friend  had  conceived  these 
expedients  of  delay  to  belong  necessarily 
to  a  court  of  equity ;  but  it  was  his  opi- 
nion that  a  great  part  of  the  abuses  in  the 
court  of  Chancery  might  be  remedied,  and 
might  be  remedied  without  any  legislative 
interference.  He  considered  himself  at 
present  as  giving  evidence  with  respect  to 
the  court  of  Chancery ;  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  gentlemen 
went  to  vote  with  an  idea  that  a  remedy 
for  abuses  in  charities  might  be  found  in 
•  court  of  chancery,  they  would  be  voting 
under  an  erroneous  impression. 

Mr.  Baihurst  believed,  that  the  mixing 
of  other  charitable  institutions  with  those 
for  education  in  the  bill,  had  not  occurred 
to  the  hon,  and  learned  gentleman  him- 
self till  a  late  stage  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  in  explanation,  that 
he  had  stated  to  the  House  when  he  first 
brought  in  the  bill,  that  he  had  so  drawn 
it  up  that  this  addition  might  easily  be 
made  if  the  House  thought  fit,  though 
the  committee  could  not  include  other 
charities  in  their  report,  not  having  been 
instructed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  it  might  be  convenient  that  the  com- 
miisionersp  as  they  went  through  the 
country  in  twos  and  threes,  should  inquire 
iato  the  state  of  other  charitable  institu- 


tionis  at  the  lamo  lime  that  they  inquisesi 
into  the  management  of  funds  for  ^ugii« 
tion.    But  the  great  question  was,  what 
were  the  funds  for  the  education  of  the 
poor  ?  Till  that  was  aseertamed  they  coulil 
have  no  knowledge  of  what  supplementary 
measures  might  be  necessary  for  rendering 
the  education  of  the  poor  more  complete ; 
and  the  commission  would    enable  the 
House  to  ascertain  it.    With  respect  to 
the  power   of  committal,    it  had  been 
thought  that  it  might  have  the  e&ct  of 
deterring  persons  from  entering  on  the 
discharge  of  a  laborious  and  honourable 
duty,  if  they  thought  that  they  subjected 
themselves  to  be  committed  to  Briaewell» 
if,  from  misapprehension,  perhaps,  they  did 
not  give  such  an  answer  to  any  question 
put  to  them  respecting  any  truti,  as  might 
happen  to  please  twe  comaaissioners  of 
whom  they  knew  nothing.    With  reject 
to  the  inquiry  into  the  general  manner  in 
which  the  poor  were  educated — whether, 
for  instance.  Bell's  or  Lancaster's  were 
the  better  mode — that  was  a  wide  field  of 
inquiry,  and  quite  of  a  different  nature 
from  what  was  originally  understood  to  be 
proposed.    Undoubtedly  he  did  not  see 
any  objection  to  such  an  inquiry;    but 
when  the  question    was,   whether  thev 
should  take  it  into  their  own  hands  or  wait 
till  another  session,  when  the  concurrence 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature 
might  perhaps  be  obtained,^ he  thought 
the  latter  course  ought  to  be  pursued. 
He  was  sorry  the  motion  had  been  intro- 
duced,  because  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  betrayed  an  angry 
feelinff,  with  respect  to  i|  nobJe  and  learned 
friena  of  his.    This  was  the  fact,  not- 
withstanding the  compliments  whickthe 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  paid  to 
the  exalted  individiud  to  whom  he  alluded. 
Feeling  with  his  noble  friend,  that  the 
proceeding  now  recommended  would  be 
likely  to  produce  discord  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature— and  conceiv- 
ing that  a  little  delay  would  not  create 
any  evil  result— he  should  support  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Colonel  Ellison  hoped  that  parliament 
would  show  that  they  were  an  e&ctive 
parliament.  He  could  not  permit  his 
countrymen  to  be  deceived  by  specious 
arguments.  The  House  stood  on  this 
question  between  the  dead  and  the  living. 
Charitable  and  patriotic  persons  bad  be* 
queathed  their  money  for  the  benefit  of 
infanta  and  of  the  poor.  Would  the 
House,  for  frivolous  and  scared/  inteU 
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Jigible  ceaaons,  allow  aach  benevolent  and  (  agaee  to  the  motioo  «nouid  be  to  entangle 


uaeful  charities  to  be  misapplied?    He 
.thought  that  the  inquiry  ought  to  extend 
to  all  chaririea— those  for  the  relief  of  old 
age,  as  well  as  those  for  the  education  of 
youth.     Was   be    addressing    a   British 
.aenate  or  not  ?   He  had  sat  id  that  House 
for  twenty  years,  and  he  had  never  heard 
jocfa  a  monstrous  proposition  as  that  it 
•voold  be  improper  to  inquire  into  the 
abuses  of  the  funds  for  supporting  infants 
and  educating  of  the  poor  ?  He  had  heard 
allusions  made  to  good  men  who  were 
trustees,  but  ^ood  men  ought  not  perhaps 
have  done  their  duty,  or  the  trustees  might 
not  perhaps  be  good  men.    It  was  said, 
•that  such  a  measure  would  provoke  too 
much  inquiry.    But  what  honourable  man 
would  shrink  from  inouiry  ?    He  was  a 
trustee  to  many  charitable  institutions, 
-and  he  courted  investigation  in  its  fullest 
extent.     He  certainly  should  vote  against 
the  previous  question,  and  against  passing 
the  bill  in  the  disgraceful  state  in  which  it 
had  been  returned  to  them  from  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  Abercromhu  said,   he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  his  non.  and  learned  friend's 
motion.      The    question    was,    whether, 
when  commissioners  were  appointed,   it 
would  not  be  a  saving  both  of  time  and 
money,  if  instructions  should  be  given  to 
them  when  they  inquired  into  the  funds 
for  the  education  of  the  poor,  to  inquire 
at  the  same  time  into  the  general  state  of 
the  education  of  the  poor.    They  would 
be  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed 
with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  the  funds, 
if  they  did  not  know  what  was  the  state 
of  education  in  the  parts  of  the  country 
where  the  funds  existed.    They  ought 
•not  only  therefore  to  know  what  were  the 
funds,  but  what  was  the  state  of  the  edu- 
•cation  of  the  poor,  otherwise  the  necessary 
consequence  would  be,  the  appointment 
of  another  commission,  to  do  tnat  which 
might  be  obtained  at  once  by  acceding  to 
the  proposition  of  his  boo.  and  learned 
inencL    With  respect  to  Uie  other  propo- 
aition,   of  extending  the  inquiry  to  aU 
'Charities,  nobody  in  the  House  doubted 
that  great  convenience  would  attend  uott- 
in|(  this  inquiry  with  the  other;  indeed,  it 
was  not  well  possible  to  separate  the  in-* 
qairiei,  as  cnartties  finr  eaacation  were 
<Aea  closely  connected  with  eharities  for 
other  purposes.    If  that  was  the  true  feel- 
ang  or  the  House,  he  riiodd  be  glad  to 
Juiow  what  objection  there  could  be  to 
mite  the  two  inquiries  ^  It  waa  laid  to 
(  VOL.  XXX VTU. ) 


the  House  in  a  dispute  with  the  other 
House ;   but  he  could  not  anticipate  any 
such  result  from  it.    He  thought  such  a 
result  was  much  rather  to  be  expected 
from  the  course  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  namely,  to  go  next  year 
and  call  on  them  to  concur  in  a  measure 
whidi  they  had  already  rejected.— The 
Lords  woiud  be  sure  to  reject  such  a  bill, 
because  there  was  no  part  of  the  bill  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  to  which  the  Lords 
had  shown  %o  early  and  decided  a  reluc- 
tance, as  to  this  part  of  it.    The  proposed 
proceeding  was  neither  disrespectful  nor 
unconstitutional — and  if,  as  waji  generally 
believed,  the  investigation  would  disclose 
abuses  of  a  most  shameful  nature,  the 
House  would   not   be  performing  their 
duty  to  the  country,  and  particukrly  to 
those  whom  they  were  especially  bound  to 
protect,  if  they  did  not  afford  every  facility 
m  their  power  for  the  discovery  and  cure 
of  those  malversations  which  were  so  dia» 
honourable  to  all  those  connected  with 
them. 

Mr.  Lockhati  said,  that,  whatever  opi» 
nion  the  gentlemen  opposite  might  have 
o£  the  mea«<ure  the  House  could  not  but 
be  obliged  to  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, who  had  again  given  it  an  oppor- 
tunity to  re«assert  its  opinion  as  co  a  sub- 
ject of  the  greatest  importance. -*They 
had  sent  up  to  the  Lords  a  bill,  givinr 
efiectual  powers  to   a  commission,   and 
ffiving  the  Crown  also  the  power  of  grant- 
mg  salaries  to  the  commissioners.    The 
House  had  taken  away  the  powers  which 
could  make  the  bill  effectual ;  and  it  waa 
now  calculated  only  to  mislead  the  com* 
missioners  and  the  public.    It  was  cer- 
tainly never  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
House  to  grant  aalaries  to  commissioners, 
who  did  not  possess  what  they  deemed 
efectual  powers.    No   persons,   by   the 
amended  bill,  were  to  give  evidence,  bat 
those  who  volunteered  to  do  so.     The 
result,  therefore,  would  be,  that  no  evi- 
dence would  be  given  in  the  worst  eases 
of  abuse,  or  only  by  those  who  had  uncer^ 
tain,    loose,    or   traditional    information. 
The  inquiry,  too,  was  restricted  to  cha- 
rities which  were  solely  for  education. 
But  it   happened  that  there  were  very 
extensive  charities,  which  were  intended 
for  various  purposes  among  which  educa- 
tion was  one.    The  hon.  member  alluded 
to  the  very  extensive  charities  known  by 
the  name  of  sir  Thomas  White's  oharity. 
With  imard  to  the  objectioii  that  the 
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bill  would  operate  to  dissuade  honourable  stttei.    The  inquiry  which  was  proposed 

men  from  accepting  trusts,  if  Chis  was  by  the  bill  as  it  now  stood*  would,  id  his 

meant  to  apply  to  charities  hereafter,  he  opinion,  have  a  roost  beneficial  effect ;  and 

conceived  it  had  very  little  force ;    for  if  all  that  was  originally  intended  was  not 

unless   some    security    was    established  carried  into  execution,  yet  a  ^reat  deal 


some 
against  future  peculation,    no  individual 
would  again  leave  his  money  to  such  pur- 

SOSes.    If  the   objection  applied  to  past 
enefactions,  he  was  afraid  that  the  majo- 
rity of  present  trustees  were  not  men  of 
strict  honour.    There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  original  trustees  were;  but,   in  the 
lapse  of  badf  a  century,  these  trusts  fre- 
quently fell  into  strange  hands,  and  had 
always  a  tendency  to  lose  their  natural 
guardians.    The  noble  lord  had  suggested 
the  propriety  of  making  their  proceed- 
ings harmonise  with  those  of  the  other 
House ;  but  he  must  here  call  their  atten- 
tion to  the  failure  both  of  Mr.  Gilbert's 
bill,  in  1780,  and  bis  own  twenty  years 
afterwards  to  enable  the  trustees  of  exist- 
ing charities  to  register  their  funds  with 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  to  save  them  from 
ifuture  dilapidation,  in  causing  adequate 
returns— a  failure  that  could  not   nave 
happened  if  the  provisions  of  the  bill  had 
been  honestly  complied  with.    But  what 
was  the  fact  ?   Out  of  4«O,0OO  charities, 
which  were  supposed  to  exist  in  the  coun« 
•try,  only  600  memorials  had  been  sent  in 
for  enrolment,  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  the  act.      It  was  obvious  then  that 
some  compulsory  power  was  necessary  to 
correct  this  disposition  to  concealment, 
or  the  whole  intention   of  the   inquiry 
would  be  frustrated. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
jected to  the  motion,  as  it  was  an  attempt, 
by  way  of  address 'to  the  throne,  to  taxe 
away  the  power  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  to  negative  a  measure.    The 
bill  had  been  sent  back  to  them  amended, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  mover,  by  his 
address,  attempted  to  destroy  those  amend- 
ments, not  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  nega- 
tiving them,  but  by  addressing  the  Crown 
to  desire  it  to  act  in  contravention  of 
.Ihem.    There   were  two  courses   which 
•they  might  resularly  follow— to  negative 
the  bill  which  nad  been  sent  back,  and  to 
send  up  another  to  the  Lords,  or  to  nega- 
tive the  amendments;  but   the  present 
proceeding  would  force  the  Crown  to  act 
in  contradiction  of  the  wishes  of  one 
or  other  House  of  Parliament.    He  had 
said  this,  supposing  they  were  all  agreed 
that  the    proposals  of  the  Lords   were 
inadmissible ;  but  he  thought  there  were 
much  substantial  reason  in  those  mea- 


mieht  be  done  upon  which  important 
legislative  measures  might  be  founded. 
The  present  inquiry  would  go  to  see  how 
the  funds  were  applied,  and  if  abuses, 
which  no  doubt  existed,  were  fully  made 
known,  such  measures  might  be  founded 
upon  them  as  would  effectually  tend  to 
place  the  charities  upon  their  original 
foundation.  The  appointment  of  another 
set  of  commissioners  besides  those  which 
were  contemplated  by  the  present  bill, 
would  only  tend  to  create  embarrass- 
ments, and  besides  be  attended  with  a 
vast  expense,  which  was  a  consideration 
by  no  means  to  be  overlooked.  He 
thought  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  be 
content  with  inquiring  into  the  funds  de- 
voted to  education  in  the  first  place, 
leaving  the  state  of  education  as  a  sup- 
plementary subject  of  inquiry  hereafler. 

Mr.  John   Smith  expressed  his  disap- 
pointment at  the  speech  which  he  had 
just  heard,  as  he  haa  felt  assured  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  be  friendly 
to  the  motion,  both  as  it  regarded  the 
education  of  the  poor,  and  the  correction 
of  the  shameful  abuses  of  the  charities  for 
promoting  that  object.      He  thought  it 
most  important  to  retain  the  words  '*  all 
charities"  in  the  bill,  because,  from  long 
attendance  on  the  committee  he  was  satis- 
fied   that    it    was  not  in  the  power  of 
government,  or  of  any  other  authority  at 
present,  to  put  an  end  to  those  abuses, 
unless   they  were  fully  and    accurately 
informed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
evil ;  and  this  they  could  never  expect  to 
be  without  the  most  minute  inquiry  into 
it.     Several  recent  voluntary  disclosures 
rendered   it  impossible  for  any  man  to 
shut  his  ey6s  to.  the  imperious  necessity 
of  instituting  a  strict  and  effectual  inqiury 
into  the  administration  of  all  charitable 
funds.     With  regard  to  an  indisposition 
on  the  part  of  trustees  to  undertaxe  that 
office   if  this  bill  were   to  pass,  he  was 
quite  sure  that  it  was  at  least  not  a  gene- 
ral   feeling.      The   bill    exempt^    Uie 
schoob  of  Quakers  and,  yet  he  was  an- 
thoriaed  to  say  from  that  respectable  body 
of  men,  that  they  had  not  only  no  objec- 
tion  to  the    examination  of  their   lew 
charitable  schools,  but  that  they  should 
rejoice  at  finding  them  made  the  subject 
of  parliamentary  ioquu-y.   Whoever  knew 
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them,  knew  that  they  could  have  no 
apprehensions  of  such  an  investigation, 
nor  coald  he  conceive  how  any  honest 
man  could  entertain  any  apprehensions. 
He  was  sure  that  inquiry  would  not  be 
much  longer  deferred,  for  that  many 
highly-respectable  persons  felt  themselves 
reflected  upon  in  their  character  of 
trustees,  and  were  earnest  in  their  wishes 
for  the  present  inquiry.  For  thefte  rea- 
sons  be  should  sive  the  motion  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  his  most  decided 
support. 

Sir  F.  Burdeti  said,  that  if  un^  thiog 
were  calcubted  to  give  ^ater  weight  to 
the  eloquent  and  convmcing  speech  of 
bis  hon«  and  learned  friend,  it  would  be 
the  fair  and  manly  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon,  gentleman  who 
apoke  last,  for  he  could  not  conceive  that 
any  tlung  was  more  natural  than  that  those 
who  had  conscieottouslv  discharged  their 
duty  should  not  shrink  from  inquiry.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  attempted 
to  put  the  question  on  a  point  of  techni- 
cality, but  be  could  not  see  bow  the  argu- 
ment of  that  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
be  mabtained.  What  was  there  improper, 
he  would  ask,  in  the  Hoiise  addressing  the 
Crown,  to  carry  into  effect  a  wish  which 
it  had  before  expressed?  He  did  not 
think  the  House  were  to  be  precluded 
from.this,  their  undoubted  privilege,  be- 
cause it  had  happened  that  in  another 
place  a  bill,  which  had  been  sent  up  had 
been  mutilated  in  a  way  to  take  away  the 
benefit  which  might  have  been  expected 
from  it  in  a  degree  which  would  almost 
justify  them  in  rejecting  it  altogether.  He 
thought  it  impossible  that  the  objections 
which  had  been  reported  to  have  been 
made  to  the  measure,  were  such  as  could 
have  suggested  themselves  to  any  ho- 
nourable mind.  Those  objections  were 
aaid  to  have  come  from  a  high  legal  au- 
thority, from  the  head  of  the  great  court 
•f  eouity,  the  lawful  protector  of  those 
who  iiad  none  other  to  protect  them,  the 
guardian  of  the  friendless.  What  candid, 
equitable,  cr  honourable  motives,  had  led 
to  thoso  objections,  he  could  not  devise, 
but  let  those  motives  be  what  they  might, 
she  House  would,  he  hoped,  be  disgusted 
at  the  obstructions  which  had  been  de» 
>ised,  .  and  would  feel  the  propriety  of 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  and  thereby  setting  the 
measure,  as  it  were,  upon  the  same  footing 
upon  which  they  had  before  placed  it.  No 
tecboieal  objection  should  be  aufferetl  to 
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destroy  such  a  measure,  but  he  saw  no 
one  which  applied  to  the  case.  It  was 
an  exertion  to  rescue  that  property  which 
was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
from  the  hands  of  those  who  seemed  only 
anxious  to  live  by  its  plunder ;  and  here 
he  ccfuld  not  forbear  expressing  his 
thanks,  and  that  which  he  conceived 
ought  to  be  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of 
the  House  and  the  country  to  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  for  the  zeal,  the  abi- 
lity, and  perseverance  with  which  he  had 
begun  and  followed  up  this  great  and  im- 
uortant  undertaking,  for  the  great  labour 
ne  had  bestowed  upon  it,  and  the  masterly 
manner  in  which  he  had  ursed  it  in  the 
House.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
appreciate  these  circumstances,  and  not 
consent  to  an  object  of  such  importance 
being  defeated.  The  noble  lord  (lord 
CastTereagh)  had  spoken  with  disapproba- 
tion of  the  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
learned  mover.  He  could  discover  no- 
thing in  that  speech  which  could  have 
drawn  down  the  noble  lord's  dissatisfac- 
tion, unless  it  were  the  tone  of  commis- 
eration with  the  unprotected^the  tone 
of  indignation  at  scandalous  malversation 
—the  tone  of  indignation  at  plunder  of 
the  worst  description— the  plunder  of  the 
poor  and  defenceless,  and  at  the  violation 
of  property  consecrated  by  the  best  of 
feelinn  to  the  best  of  purposes.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  charities  in  this  country, 
for  the  support  of  the  aged  and  the  yotmg, 
for  the  instruction  of  the  ignorant,  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  what  those  who  had  not 
inquired  into  the  subject  could  have  con- 
ceived. It  appeared  also,  that  the  abuses 
by  which  they  were  diverted  from  their 
proper  purposes  kept  pace  with  the  efforts 
of  charity.  Was  it  possible  to  deny,  that 
it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  House 
to  inquire  into  those  abuses,  and  to  take 
effectual  measuries  for  remedying  them. 
He  was  anxious,  for  his  own  part,  that 
the  investigation  should  have  been  carried 
through  by  a  committee,  as  he  had  more 
confidence  in  a  committee,  especially  when 
assisted  by  persons  as  vigilant  and  active 
as  the  learned  gentleman.  He  looked  to 
commissions  also  with  jealousy.  When  he 
aaw  the  abuses  which  existed  in  almost 
every  department  in  the  country,  in 
schools,  in  prisons,  in  the  navy,  in  the  army, 
tbedelmwhichexbtedintbecoiirtofChan- 
eery.  lie  would  not  call  them  abuses,  for  ho 
)  rather  thought  the  whole  system  was  an 
abuse  in  itself,  and  it  was  evident  that 
such  debys  existed  to  a  terrible  extenti 
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from  the  limn^nse  sum  to  which  8t  th^ 
present  moment  the  unclaimed  property 
m  Chancery  amounted ;  a  sum  so  great, 
that  he  was  almost  afraid  to  name  the 
nuHions  of  which  it  was  composed.  When 
he  recollected  those  which  had  crept 
in  even  in  the  management  of  com- 
missioners themselves,,  when  he  saw  that 
bis  majesty's  ministers  never  proposed 
any  inquiry  of  their  own  accord,  and  even 
took  it  as  a  sort  of  praise  when  they  had 
not  opposed  those  which  were  proposed 
by  others;  when  he  reflected  upon  these 
circumstances,  and  still  farther,  when  he 
saw  that  the  result  of  some  commissions 
was  a  baffled  inquiry  and  increased  ex* 
pense,  he  could  not  but  regret  that  the 
matter  was  not,  as  was  originally  intended, 
kept  within  the  control  of  the  House  itself, 
and  not  made,  tt^  the  appointment  of  the 
commissioners  now  was,  a  source  of  addi- 
tional patronage  lo  the  Crown.  But  the 
benefits  which  were  originally  tntenlded  by 
tbia  bill  were  almost  entirely  done  away 
with,  by  the  amendment,  or  rather  the 
emasculation,  which  it  had  aulFered  in  an- 
other place.  The  bon.  and  learned  mover 
bad  stated  loose  facts,  but  serious  abuses. 
He  had  stated  the  condition  in  the  court 
of  Chancery,  which  made  it  doUbtfuli whe- 
ther that  court  was  not  itself  an  abuse. 
To  delay  was  to  deny  justice,  to  make  it 
expensive  was  to  sell  it.  Yet  the  unclaim- 
ed property  in  that  court  amounted  to 
millions,  and  those  who  gained  their  suits 
were  often  ruined  by  the  justice  of  their 
cause.  This  was,  he  conceived,  contrary  to 
the  king's  oath.  The  king^s  oatb,  at  his  co- 
ronation, was  «  nulli  negabimosi  nulli  defe- 
remas,  nulli  vendemus  rectum  vel  justi- 
tiain;"  the  answer  of  the  subject  now  was, 
•*  negatur,  defertnr,  venditur,"  not  sold  in 
jone  sense —bribes  were  not  given  to  the 
judges,  but  what  mattered  it  to  the  indi- 
vidual, whether  he  was  ruined  by  giving 
bribes  to  judges,  or  by  any  other  unne- 
cessary expense?  As  there  were  sister 
arts  of  poetry,  painting,  &c.,  so  there  were 
aister  abuses,,  and  this  abuse  was  closely 
connected  with  the  misapplication  of  cha- 
ritable funds.  Whether  this  abuse  arose 
from  the  construction  of  the  court  itself, 
or  from  the  (as  it  was  said)  incomparably 
learned  judge  wlio  sat  there,  he  could  not 
say—bat  it  was  worthy  of  serious  attention, 
and  if  he  might  venture  to  aoggest  such  a 
task  to  any  gentleman,  he  saw  beneath  him 
a  learned  gentleman  the  moat  able  to  point 
out  a  remedy.  Meantiae,  the  scandalous 
aod  mtpious  akmses  of  (parities  called  for 


a  remedy.  What  sort  of  trusteed  those 
who  were  called  honourable,  yet  who  op- 
posed inquiry,  must  be,  he  should  leave 
to  the  good  sense  of  Englisbraen  to  deters 
mine.  He  begged  of  hon.  members  to  re* 
fleet  upon  the  number  and  extent  of  the 
abuses  of  several  charities,  which  had  been 
already  discovered — to  consider  the  evila 
which  those  abuses  were  calculated  to  co*. 
tail  upon  a  large  portion  of  society — the 
many  hundreds,  he  might  say  thousands^ 
of  young  persons  who  were  left  in  igno"* 
ranee  that  might  have  been  instructed^ 
and  the  numbers  of  the  aged  who  were 
sufiered  to  pine  in  poverty  in  their  6e* 
dining  years,  while  tlie  funds  intended 
for  their  support  were  put  into  the  pockets 
and  converted  to  the  use  of  a  set  of  beings 
who  fatten'ed  upon  instead  of  applying 
them  to  their  original  pu  rpose.  He  begged 
the  House  would  consider  these  circcRB^ 
stances,  and  he  was  satisfied  they  woahl 
pause  before  they  consented  to  throw  any 
obstruction  in  the  way  of  a  motion  whose 
object  was,  to  come  at  the  speediest  me^ 
thod  the  case  afforded  of  cliecking  those 
evils  in  their  progress.  The  country 
were  interested  m  the  measure,  and  would 
not,  he  was  satisfied,  be  content  with  any 
thing  short  of  a  minute  inquiry  into  it* 
The  House  could  not  take  more  efliectual 
ineans  to  answer  the  ends  of  those  who 
were  disposed  to  vilify  it,  than  by  sittiog 
while  the  abuses  alluded  to  existed,  and 
refusing  to  give  efficacy  to  that  measure 
which  could  alone  correct  them.  He 
hoped  therefore  they  would  stretch  forth 
their  powerful  hand  to  secure  to  the 
poor  the  enjoyment  of  those  charitable 
funds  which  at  once  tended  most  materially 
to  diminish  the  sum  of  human  misery,  and 
to  exalt  the  moral  and  beneficent  charac- 
ter of  the  wealthy  of  this  country  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Canning  proposed  to  confine  the 
few  words  he  had  to  offer  to  the  House, 
exclusively  to  the  motion  before  it,  aad 
would  therefore  pass  over  neariy  the  whole 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  baronet 
who  had  just  sat  down,  as  also  the  greater 
part  of  the  speeches  which  had  been  pre* 
viously  made.    In  order  to  overt  the  im- 

Imtation  of  any  motive  which  did  not  be* 
ong  to  him,  be  begged  that  it  might  be 
understood  he  did  not  abstain  from  no- 
ticing the  speeches  he  had  alluded  to,  be- 
cause he  was  in  principle  an  enemy  to 
the  projected  inquiry.  He  had  never  ut- 
tered a  word,  ner  given  a  vote  on  this 
subject,  but  in  furthsnuiGe  of  thai  object 
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He  had  no  MFerence  apon  it.  express  or  | 
other,  from  the  mover,  but  as  to  the  mode  | 
in  which  he  proposed  to  carry  his  plan  i 
into  execution.  That  he  might  act  with  | 
candour  he  wonld  now  say,  that  if  the 
measure  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  ' 
had  continued  such  as  it  was  on  its  first  | 
reading,  he  (Mr.  Canning)  should  ha?e 
felt  it  his  duty  to  give  it  fw  most  strenu* 
ous  opposition.  He,  however,  had  ap-  | 
proved  of  it  in  the  shape  which  it  hsd  af- 
terwards assumed,  and  this  he  had  shown 
by  suffering  it  to  pass  without  comment . 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  would  do 
htm  the  justice  to  admit  that  on  his  part 
there  had  been  no  unwillingness  to  further 
the  object  in  view.  But  fie  had  now  to 
look  to  the  motion  on  which  the  House 
was  called  upon  to  decide.  The  bill 
which  had  been  passed  had  been  brought 
in  after  a  very  laborious  inquiry,  produced 
by  speeches  elucidatory  of  its  object,  from 
the  learned  gentleman,  which,  ifihehim. 
And  learned  gentleman  would  receive  a 
compliment  from  him  which  could  not  be 
suspected  of  being  insincere,  or  offered 
from  any  unfair  motive,  came  home  to 
the  feelings  of  every  man  in  that  House. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  on 
the  17th  March.  This  order  was  com- 
plied with  on  the  8th  April  (and  he  could 
not  wonder  that  the  bill  had  not  sooner 
been  prepared^,  and  from  that  period  to 
the  20th  May  tne  House  had  been  occupied 
with  it.  That  time  had  been  passed  ia 
polishing  the  measure  and  bringing  it  to 

gerfection.     It  had  not  been  much  de- 
atedy  for  no  one  had  been  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  but  it  had  been 
altered  to  meet  the  objections  suggested, 
which  had  been  very  candidly  attended  to 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman.    On 
the  20th  of  May  it  had  been  sent  to  the 
Lords  with  the  poor  laws  amendment  bill, 
und  many  other  important  measures,  which 
the  other  House  was  then  called  upon  to 
revise,  to  reconsider,  to  adopt,  to  reject,  ' 
or  to  modify.     That  bills  thus  pressed 
upon  their  attention  by  the  working  of 
our  constitution  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ' 
session,  should  always  be  returned  perfect,  \ 
was  not  to  be  expected ;  and  he  thought  ' 
it  but  fair  to  allude  to  the  disadvantages  { 
ander  which  the  other  House  had  to  exer- 
cise its  functionii,    when  a  motion  was 
made  which  in  effect  went  to  rebuke  it  for 
the  course  it  had  pursued.     In  the  case  of 
this  bill  their  lordships  had  adopted  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  the  gteater 
fart  of  the- bill  aent  up  to  them  by  the 


Commons.  That  bill  embraced  three  ob* 
jects,  in  one  of  which  they  had  fully  con- 
curred, and  tliey  had  rejected,  or  rather 
they  had  postponed,  the  consideration  of 
the  other  two.  In  consequence  of  this 
proceeding  on  their  part,  a  proposition' 
was  made,  that  the  House  of  Conmiona 
should  take  a  step  which  he  would  not  say 
was  wholly  un|irecedented  or  uneonstitu* 
tional,  but  winch,  if  too  frequently  re- 
sorted to,  would  have  a  tendency  f  and 
not  a  small  one)  towards  taking  the  whole 
power  of  the  legislature  into  their  hands. 
He  would  not  say  that  such  a  course  was 
in  no  case  justifiable,  but  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  saying,  that  a  case  of  necessity 
or  of  expediency,  much  stronger  than 
any  that  could  now  be  made  out,  could 
alone  furnish  such  justification.  To  illus- 
trate this  position,  he  would  refer  to  m 
case  in  which  this  right  hsd  been  exer* 
cised  in  a  much  more  justifiable  way  than 
it  would  be  on  the  present  occasion.  A 
bill  had  passed  the  House  of  Commons 
for  taking  from  the  Crown  the  power  of 
granting  offices  in  reversion.  It  was  sent 
to  the  Lords  at  a  late  period  of  the  session,* 
and  there  it  was  thrown  out.  Upon  thia 
the  House  addressed  the  Crown  not  to  do 
the  same  thing  which  it  wonld  do  if  the 
bill  had  passed,  but  it  prayed  that  the 
Crown  would  abstain  for  a  definite  period, 
till  the  subject  could  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  parliament  in  the  next 
year  from  granting  offices  in  reversion, 
that  they  might  then  come  to  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  with  nnimnaired 
powers.  This  course  waa  justifiable  in 
that  case,  for  if  the  power  of  granting 
offices  had  been  freely  exercised  within 
the  next  six  months,  the  subject  on  which 
they  were  to  have  deliberated  would  have 
become  less  important,  and  pro  ianto  the 
efficacy  of  their  labours  would  have  been 
diminished.  But,  in  the  present  instance, 
he  wished  to  know  what  possible  inconve- 
nience could  be  expected  to  arise  from  a 
part  of  the  inquiry  being  suffered  to  stand 
over  for  six  months  ?  it  would  be  recol- 
lected that  the  bill  provided  that  the  com- 
missioners should  make  their  first  report 
at  the  end  of  six  months;  and,  if  the  same 
commissioners  were  named,  with  the  same 
ftmctions,  to  exercise  on  other  matters,  it 
was  not  only  certain  that  great  inconve- 
nience would  not  arise  from  the  enact- 
ments of  the  bill,  aa  it  bad  been  rettnned 
from  the  Lords,  but  inconvenienoe  might 
be  much  more  reasonably  anticipated  from 
a  contrary  course  being  pnrsuM!,  that  of 
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accumuladog  the  functions  of  the  commis- 
sionerB  before  they  could  begin  to  act. 
These  persons  #ould  be  engaged  in  an 
ioquirjr,  which  God  knew  would  prove 
wide  enough  to  occupy  them  for  some 
months,  and  they  were  to  report  at  the 
end  of  six  months,  and  yet  the  House  were 
told  that  the  whole  plan  fell  to  the  ground, 
because  two  other  subjects  of  ioc^uiry  were 
not  to  be  connected  with  that  investiga- 
tion on  which  the  commissioners  were 
immediately  to  proceed.  No  inconveni- 
ence could  arise  from  that  part  of  the  in- 
quiry being  deferred  for  six  months,  and 
not  the  smallest  object  could  be  gained 
by  carrying  the  present  motion.  Unless 
some  practical  benefit  could  be  immedi- 
ately aecured  by  adopting  it,  the  House 
•ught  to  pause  before  they  took  a  course 
unusual  m  legislation,  by  which  they 
would  in  fact  make  a  large  stride  towards 
taking  the  whole  government  of  the  con- 
stitution into  their  own  hands ;  for  what 
substantial  difference  would  there  be  be- 
tween doing  this  and  threatening  on  every 
occasion  to  call  on  the  Crown  to  do  by 
iuelf  what  they  had  applied  to  the  Lords 
to  sanction  in  vain  ?  If  this  were  the  new 
theory  of  reform— if  this  were  the  point 
at  which  the  friends  of  reform  aimed 
— if  it  were  wished  to  enable  that  House 
to  lefpslate  for  the  country  alone,  let  the 
doctrine  be  fairly  avowed  at  once,  in  or- 
der that  it  might  fairly  be  met.  If  the 
motion  were  agreed  to,  it  would  in  sub- 
stance go  to  affirm,  that  whereas  the 
House  of  Lords  had  presumptuously  ex- 
ercised the  right  they  possessed  (and 
which  for  centuries  they  Itad  exercised), 
and  had  dared,  not  to  throw  out  (which 
thejf  had  a  right  to  do),  but  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  certain  parts  of  a 
measure  which  had  passed  the  House  of 
Commons,  they  (the  House  of  Commons) 
were  determined  to  show  the  Lords  that 
they  could  go  by  a  short  step  to  the 
throne,  and,  as  the  holders  of  the  public 
purse,  reduce  the  Crown  to  the  dilemma 
of  setting  itself  at  variance  with  one  House 
or  the  other.  It  was  to  avoid  this  course, 
which  could  do  no  good,  but  which  might 
produce  a  contest  with  the  other  House, 
that  he  opposed  the  present  motion,  and 
he  avowed  himself  eaually  opposed  to 
anoUier,  of  a  similar  character,  which  he 
understood  to  be  in  conternplation,  and 
which  was  to  be  brought  forward,  not  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  himself, 
but  by  an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  his 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House      He 


had  heard  in  the  course  of  this  day*  that 
the  present  motion  was  only  intended  to  ex- 
tend the  powers  of  the  existing  commis- 
sioners. The  motion,,  however,  he  showed 
to  be  so  framed,  as.  In  fact,  to  call  for  the 
appointment  of  a  distinct  commission,  ia 
no  way  connected  with  that  to  be  appoint* 
ed  under  the  bill.  He  compared  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill  received  from  the  Lords, 
with  that  of  the  bill  as  sent  from  the  Com- 
mons, and  contended  that  they  had  a  right 
to  exercise  on  any  bill  sent  up  to  them 
from  the  Commons,  not  their  wisdom  (he 
would  not  say  that  for  fear  of  giving  of- 
fence) but  their  discretion,  in  the  same 
way  as  that  House  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  exercise  theirs  on  any  measure 
that  might  be  received  from  the  Lords.. 
If,  then,  in  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
that  House  should  go  to  the  Crown  to  do, 
by  its  interference,  what  it  had  attempted 
to  do  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Lords» 
but  without  success,  why  might  not  the 
same  thing  be  done  on  other  occasions  ? 
In  a  case  not  more  urgent  in  point  of  time 
than  the  present,  he  would  take  leave  to 
say,  to  act  such  a  part  would  be  as  roeaa 
and  as  pidtry,  as  in  the  end  it  would  turn 
out  to  be  mischievous  and  improvident. 
Where,  if  this  were  done  on  an  occssioii 
not  more  urgent — as  to  time  he  meant— 
for  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  guard 
against  being  supposed  to  undervalue  the 
importance  of  the  measure  in  view— *if  this 
were  done,  where,  he  asked,  was  the  line 
to  be  drawn?  What  security  would  be 
given  that  this  should  not  often  be  done, 
from  the  popular  feeling  of  the  moment  ? 
And  if  ever  the  House  were  to  separate 
itself  from  the  other  by  such  overbearing 
acts  of  legislation,  a  time  might  soon  ar- 
rive when  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
himself  would  see  abundant  reason  to  wish 
that  no  such  precedent  had  been  estab* 
lished.  The  clauses  now  thrown  out  might 
be  taken  into  consideration  with  more  ad- 
vantage six  months  hence,  when  the  first 
report  of  the  commissioners  should  be 
before  the  House.  If  the  present  motion 
were  carried,  it  was  to  be  followed  up  by 
another  address  to  the  Crown,  for  an  in- 
quiry into  all  abuses  connected  with  cha- 
ritable institutions.  Were  it  possible  for 
time  to  be  saved  by  carrying  these  ad- 
dresses, he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  he  shoul^still 
think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  them ;  but  be- 
sides being  liable  to  the  constitutional 
objections  which  he  had  urged  against 
tliem,  they  were  still  farther  objectionable^^ 
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as  they  would  be  perfectly  nugatory. 
Plenty  of  work  was  already  carved  out 
for  the  new  comroissioners,  and  the  in- 
quiry would  not  be  hastened  a  single  mo- 
ment by  such  addresses  being  carried. 
Supposing  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
to  intend  that  a  new  commission  should 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  he  did  not  wish  for 
ft  new  commission.  He  wished  the  powers 
of  the  commissioners  to  be  extended. 

Mr.  Canning f  in  candour  to  the  propo- 
•Uion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
had  afforded  it  the  only  shelter  that  could 
save  it  from  the  blame  of  being  useless, 
and  proceeded  to  show,  that  if  it  were  not 
intended  to  appoint  three  sets  of  commis- 
sioners to  pursue  the   three  concurrent 
objects,  no  time  could  be  saved  by  the 
adoption  of  that  line  of  conduct  which 
bad  the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.    He  did  not  deny  the 
right  of  the  hon.  and  learned  fientleman 
to  have  taken  such  a  course  at  first,  but 
he  thought  his  conduct  had  been  wise  and 
prudent,  preferring,  as  he  had  done,  to 
give  the  proposition  the  clothing  and  the 
sanction  of  a  law.     Having  done  this  he 
could  not  now  carry  up  an  addret^s  to  the 
Crown,  calling  on  it  to  do  what  he  had 
attempted  to  compass  with  the  sanction 
of  all  the  three  branches  of  the  legislature, 
without  establishing  a  precedent  of  d^m- 
ger.  It  was  on  this  ground  that  he  objected 
to  the  rootioot  and  not  because  he  was 
against  the  proposed  inquiry.     To  the 
node  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman proposed  to  effect  his  object,  he 
bad  thought  it  his  duty  to  attend  before, 
bot«  afker  the  experience  of  this  night,  he 
'ahould  watch  any  measure  that  he  might 
cnriginate  with  increased  jealousy.     While 
he  said  this,  he  wished  to  bar  the  charge 
of  being  unfriendly  to  the  object  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  in 
view.    Of  this  he  hoped  he  should  stand 
acquitted,  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  and 
of  the  world.    "  I  am  not,"  said  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  conclusion,  <<  hostile  to 
the  inquiry,  but  I  oppose  the  motion  of 
the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman,  because 
1  think  that  the  blind  and  headlong  zeal 
with  which  he  pursues  a  favourite  object, 
lias  suggested  to  him  a  course  opposed 
to  the  established  practice  of  the  House, 
and  which,  if  adopted,  would  go  near  to 
overturn  the  fixed  barriers  of  toe  consti- 
tution.*' 

Mr.  Brougham  replied.     He  said  that 
the  bill  had  Deen  ao  changed  in  the  Lords^ 


that  he  could  scarcely  recc^;iiise  his  own 
offspring.      He  at  hrst  wished  to  move 
to  negative  the   Lords  amendments,  in 
which  he  could  have  succeeded ;  but  he 
distrusted  his  own  judgment,  and  though 
the  hill  was  mutilated,  still,  as  it  contained 
something  good,  he  had  resolved  to  adopt 
it.    The  bill  could  not  have  been  intro- 
duced sooner.      The  long  space  which 
the  rfght  hon.  gentleman  had  mentioned, 
as  being  occupied  with  deliberating  upon 
it,  principally  consisted  of  the  adjourn- 
ment during  the  Easter  holidays.    He  had 
tried,  curing  those  holidays,  with  the  aS' 
sistance  of  a  learned  friend  of  the  chancery 
bar,  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible. 
They  took  for  their  model,  the  bill  for  ap- 
pointing the  naval  commission  of  inquiry, 
which  had  been  unnaturally  renounced  by 
some  of  its  parents,  because  it  had  been 
too  effective  in  producing  tne  famous  10th 
Report.     That  10th  Report,  and  that  biU, 
were  as  satisfactory  as  any  of  the  earl  St. 
Vincent's  naval  victories,  brilliant  as  those 
victories  had  been,  and  they  had  been  made 
the  model  of  the  present  measure.      He 
denied  that  he  had  been  actuated  by  any 
wish  to  create  a  difference  between  the 
two    Houses.      His   conduct  had  been 
throughout  roost  conciliatory,  and  he  had 
even  taken  the  pains  to  communicate  with 
noble  lords  in  another  place,  in  order  to 
learn  what  were  their  wishes   upon  the 
subject.      He  argued,  that  what  he  pro* 
posed  would  not  set  the  two  Houses  at  va- 
risnce,  but  would  be  much  more  concili- 
atory than  if  in  the  next  session  he  per- 
sisted in  renewing  a  measure  which  in  thia 
session  the  Lords  had  rejected  by  their 
amendments.      A  delay  of  six  months 
was  of  the  greatest  conseouence  in  an  in- 
quinr  of  this  kind ;  and  when,  in  the  next 
session,  he  should  propose  a  bill,  the  riffht 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  if  he  tor- 
got  his  argument  of  this  evening,  which 
was  not  impossible,  might  fairly  urge  that 
he  was  endeavouring  to  produce  a  rupture 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture.     Afler  referring  to  the  Reversion 
bill,  which  was  reject^  by  the  Lords,  and 
upon  which  the  House  had  afterwards 
voted  an  Address  to  the  Crown,  as  a  pre- 
cedent in  his  favour,  he    concluded  by 
reading  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Uie 
committee  on  this  subject,  as  a  warrant 
for  the  motion  with  which  he  had  trouMed 
the  House. 

The  previous  question  being  pot,  **Tbat 
the  question  be  now  put,**  the  House 
divided :  ^ 
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I      . 


Ayes..,. 29 

Noes  «• • ...••  54* 

Majority  —25 

List  of  the  Minority, 


Abercroniby,  hon.  J. 
Aubrey,  sir  John 
Baring,  sirT. 
Bolland.  John 
Brougham,  Henry 
Burdett,  sirF. 
Chamberlayne,  W. 
Duncannon,  vis. 
Frankiand,  T. 
Filzroy,  lord  J. 
Gaskell,  B. 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Langton,  W.  G. 
Lefevre,  C.  S. 
Macdonald,  J. 


Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Maitland,  J. 
Morland,  J.  B. 
Moore,  P. 
Ord,  W. 
Ossulston,'lord 
Palmer,  colonel 
Romilly,  sirS. 
Shelley,  sir  J. 
Smith,  J. 
Wood,  alderman 

TELLERS. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Lockhart,  John 


Mr.  Brougham  next  moved,  <<  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  so  instruct  any  com- 
missioners who  may  be  appointed  under  a 
bill,  intituled,    <An   act  for   appointing 

*  Commissioners  to  inquire  of  the  Charities 
'in  England  and  Wales,  and  of  the  £du- 

*  cation  of  the  Poor,'  to  inquire  into  the 
Abuses  of  Charities  not  connected  with 
Education  ;" — whereupon  the  previous 
question,  «<  That  the  question  be  now 
put,''  was  moved,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Brougham  then  said,  that  before  he 
moved  that  the  House  do  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Lords,  he  wished  to 
•  give  notice,  that  early  in  the  next  session 
ne  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  appoint,  if  possible,  the  same  commis- 
sioners to  inquire  into  all  abuses  of  chari- 
ties by  which  the  property  of  the  poor  had 
been  dilapidated  and  plundered  by  those 
who  met  with  the  sanction  of  some,  the 
fellow-feeling  of  others,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  maity««-as  was  obvious  from  the 
vote  of  that  night  That  vote  would,  no 
doubt,  give  great  satisfaction  to  persons 
high  in  the  state,  and  to  many  members  of 
•both  Houses  who  were  unwilling  that 
th^se  abuses  should  be  investigated.  .He 
pot  it  to  the  candour  of  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  if,  after  what 
ad  passed,  should. the  Lords'  amendment 
be  negatived,  he  would  not  support  an 
-address  to  the  throne  that  the  great  object 
murht  he  attained. 

Mr.  Canning  spoke  to  order.  There 
wtts  no  i|uesti6n'before  the  House,  though 
th^  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  in  order 
HI  introduce  his  invectives,  had  led  sbmo 


members  to  imagine  that  be  would  have 
concluded  with  a  motion.  He  appre* 
.  hended  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  had  no  right  to  dictate  either  to  the 
House  or  to  any  honourable  member  what 
course  he  ought  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Ward  complained  of  the  slander 
cast  on  the  House  by  the  hon.  and  learnt 
gentleman  in  his  expression  respecting 
the  decision  which  the  House  bail  just 
come  to— 'a  slander,  too,  uttered  in  a 
speech  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  make,  as  there  was 
no  question  before  the  House. 

Several  members  here  rose  to  order, 
there  being  no  question  before  the  House. 
Mr.  Brougham  denied  that  be  had  en- 
tertained any  wish  to  dictate  to,  or  to 
slander  the  Hoose.  It  was  quite  absurd 
to  suppose  that  such  had  been  his  inten- 
tion. He  would  not  allow  any  gentleman 
of  the  Ordnance,  or  of  the  board  of  Trade^ 
to  debar  him  from  the  ordinary  courtesy 
of  putting  a  question  [order.] 

Mr.  Lambton  moved  that  the  House 
do  adjourn.  He  said  he  made  the  motion 
to  give  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  a  right 
to  speak. 

Mr.  Robinson  observed,  that,  as  he  had 
beeA  referred  to  as  one  of  the  board  of 
Trade,  he  wished  to  state,  that  he  had 
interrupted  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man merely  to  induce  him  to  restrain 
himself  half  a  minute,  while  his  noble 
friend  moved  the  concurrence  in  the  Lords 
amendments,  as  it  did  not  appear  that 
such  a  motion  was  likely  to  come  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  He  would 
not  be  put  down  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  at  any  time,  and  certainly  not 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Brougham  replied,  that  when  he 
was  interrupted  he  was  only  about  to  put 
a  question,  an  ordinary  courtesy  allowed 
to  all  members.  Before  he  proceeded  he 
desired  to  know  what  an  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  meant  by  asserting  that  he  had 
slandered  and  defamed  him.  He  was 
anxious  to  give  his  much  Injured  repu- 
tation all  the  healing  balm  in  bis  power. 

Mr.  Ward  Insisted  that  the  hon.  sad 
learned  member  had  only  pursued  hit 
usual  course  of  running  rioi  against  those 
by  whom  he  had  been  opposed  and  de- 
feated. He  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
in  the  majority  against  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  proposition,  and  the 
hoD.  and  learned  gentleman  had  more 
than  insinuated  that  the  object  of  that 
majority  was^  to  screes  .the. guilty ^^aucb 
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ttateroents  were   defamatory   and  slan- 
derous. 

A  desultory  conversation  ensued  as  to 
the  question  of  form,  and  who  should 
move  that  the  Lords  amendments  be  read* 
Mr.  Brougham  having  said  tliat  though 
he  would  vote  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendments,  he  would  rather  the  motion 
should  come  from  some  other  quarter. 
AfU^r  a  few  words^  from  Mr,  RoDioson, 
lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Brougham,  Mr. 
Canning,  and  Mr.  Bathurst«  the  motion 
for  an  adjournment  was  withdrawn,  and 
on  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  the 
Lords  amendments  to  the  bill  were  read 
and  agreed  to. 
• 

Pantheon  Theatre— Petition  ov 
Mr.  Cundy.]  Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose, 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  respect- 
ing the  petition  of  Mr.  Cundy,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Pantheon  Theatre,  wnich 
nad  been  presented  on  a  former  day.  His 
object  was,  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  that  petition,  and  he  conceived 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost.  Tlie  peti- 
tioner having  obtained  a  licence  from  the 
lord  chamlierlain  to  commence  perform- 
ances at  the  Pantheon  Theatre,  had  laid 
out  a  very  large  sum  in  putting  the 
theatre  into  scfch  a  state  as  to  make  it  fit 
for  the  reception  of  the  company.  The 
whole  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Cundy  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  give  great  satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  attended  the  perform- 
ancca.  In  the  midst,  however,  of  bis 
prosperous  career,  an  injunction  was 
issued  by  the  lord  chamberlain  to  dis- 
continue these  theatrical  representations. 
Mr.  Cundy  bad  expended  between  50 
and  60,000/.,  and  without  any  reason 
being  assiffued  the  injunction  was  iuued. 
Mr.  Cunoy  hsd  been  harassed  by  cri- 
minal informations,  and  had  been  totally 
mined,  arrested,  and  cast  into  gaol,  where 
he  remained  for  three  or  four  years,  and  at 
last  was  liberated  under  the  Insolvent  act, 
and  all  this  without  any  reason  but  the  ca- 
price of  the  lord  chamberlain,  by  whom  the 
mjunction  was  issued,  which  reduced  this 
gentleman  in  an  instant  to  begeary.  Not- 
withstanding the  lateness  of  toe  session, 
he  thought  this  matter  might  be  inquired 
into  before  the  prorogation.  One  aay  ha 
conceived  would  be  raffident  to  conclude 
the  business,  and  he  apprebendod  that  no 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  inqoiry* 
He  had  no  djffcttky  in  dechirmg  that  this 
«a«  a  most  -cruel,  barsh»  Jmjasti  and  im- 
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proper  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  lord 
chamberlain.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
'<  That  the  Petition  of  Nicholas  Wilcox 
Cundy  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to 
examme  the  matter  thereof,  and  report 
tlie  same,  with  their  Observations  there- 
upon to  the  House.'' 

Lord  Yarmouth  was  anxious  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  this  subject,  as  his  name 
had  been  made  use  of  in  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  parties,  and  it  had 
been  imputed  to  him  thst  he  had  used  his 
influence  with  the  Prince  Regent  to 
have  the  whole  concern  of  the  theatre 
broken  up.  Mr.  Cundy  did  ask  him  to 
show  a  plan  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  in 
consequence  of  what  his  Royal  Highness 
had  intimated,  he  (lord  Y.)  had  cer- 
tainly advised  Mr.  Cundy  not  to  pursue 
the  plan.  A  temporary  hcence  was,  how- 
ever, granted  by  lord  John  Thynne,  the 
then  lord  chamberlain,  and  a  correspon- 
dence passed  between  the  parties  on  the 
subject.  This  licence  was  not  granted 
for  the  representation  of  Italian  operas. 
Such  operas,  however,  were  performed, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  the  second  per- 
formance that  the  injunction  was  issued. 
There  was  another  reason  which  might 
have  operated  upon  the  mind  of  the  lord 
Chamberlain,  namely,  that  the  theatre 
was  actmdly  not  in  a  fit  state  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  public ;  but  this  conside- 
ration did  not  form  a  part  of  tlie  avowed 
objection  to  the  continuance  of  the  re* 
presentations.  The  licence  granted  was 
merely  temporary,  and  Mr.  Cundy  acted 
with  his  eyes  open,  being  fully  aware  of 
the  objection  madie  to  the  representa- 
tions. 

Mr.  John  Calvert  read  extracts  from 
the  correspondence  which  passed  between 
the  parties  to  profe  that  the  injunction 
was  not  unwarrantably  iss|ied. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said  that  the  present  case 
had  been  inquired  into  before  the  privy 
council,  and  had  been  found  very  com- 
plicated. He  conceived  that  the  lord 
chamberlain  was  not  bound  to  continue 
the  licence  any  longer  than  he  thousht 
proper.  It  was  impossible  to  consiaer 
the  question  in  the  present  session. 

General  Thmrnton  expressed  his  regret 
that  ^dramatic  performances  were  pre- 
vented at  the  Pantheon,  as  it  was  a  theatre 
so  peculiarly  neat  and  commodious  in 
every  respect.  If  a  second  opera  were 
allowed  at  this  theatre,  he  apprehended 
that  so  much  would  not  haye  been  heard 
about  high  pricea  and  inadequate  amoso- 
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ment  at  the  King's  Tiieatre,  because  the 
natural  effect  of  rivalship  would  be  to  cure 
those  evils. 

Mr.  P,  Moore  observed,  that  there  was 
already  so  much  rivalship  among  the 
theatres,  that  there  was  reason  to  fear 
the  effect  would  be  to  rival  each  other 
into  ruin.  As  he  believed  the  statements 
in  the  petition  to  be  unfounded,  he  hoped 
the  hon.  baronet  would  withdraw  his 
notion. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  observed,  in  reply,  that 
until  the  errors  in  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Cundy  were  pointed  out,  he  should  be- 
lieve them  to  be  true.  He  was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  the  hon.  member  who  had 
just  spoken,  connected  as  he  was  with  a 
concern  of  a  much  larger  extent,  should 
be  peculiarly  anxious  to  put  down  any 
measure  which  he  thought  might  be  inju- 
rious to  his  interests.'  This  might  be  an 
advantageous  system  to  pursue  for  the 
hon.  member,  but  he  very  much  doubted 
whether  it  was  equally  advantageous  for 
the  public.  The  hon.  baronet  then  re- 
marked upon  the  superior  convenience  of 
the  Pantheon,  for  dramatic  exhibition, 
compared  with  those  theatres  which  the 
overstrained  avarice  of  a  monopolizing 
spirit  had  extended  to  such  a  size,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  audience  to  enjoy  the  performance. 
For,  unless  to  those  who  were  placed  in 
particular  situations  contiguous  to  the 
stage,  it  was  impossible  distinctly  to  see 
the  face  or  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  per- 
former. Hence  the  performers  them- 
selves were  obliged  to  overact  their  parts; 
so  that  the  whole  became  a  sort  of 
overstrained  pantomime.  But  this  was 
never  likely  to  be  the  case  at  the  Pan- 
theon, seeing  that  it  was  of  such  a  eom- 
modious  si^  and  so  conveniently  con- 
structed. From  this  consideration,  as 
well  as  from  the  situation  in  whioh  the 
Pantheon  was  placed,  in  the  middle  of  a 
considerable  population,  he  thought  that, 
putting  Mr.  Cundy  entirely  out  of  the 
question,  it  ought  to  be  opened  for  dra- 
matic representations.  But  seeing  the 
Hoiise  was  so  thin,  he  would  reserve  the 
discussion  of  this  question  for  a  laller 
attendance.  The  hon.  baronet  concluded 
with  moving  for  leave  to  withdraw  his 
motion  i  which  was  agreed  to. 
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Lord 


Holland  presented  a  petition  from  Don 
Diego  Correa,  a  captain  in  the  Spanialm 
service,  stating  certain  injuries  he  had 
sustuioed  in  consequence  of  what  had 
passed  between  the  British  and  Spanish 
governments  relative  to  his  case,  and 
praying  for  relief.  The  petition  was  ii 
substance  the  same  as  that  presented  to 
the  Commons  on  Monday  fast  by  lord 
Morpeth.  Lord  Holland,  in  moving  that 
it  he  laid  on  the  table,  adverted  to  the 
ancient  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  protect- 
ing foreteners,  and  encouraging  them  to 
seek  renjge  in  this  country  against  op- 
pression. This  policy  he  was  now  aorry 
to  see  completely  abandoned.  In  support 
of  his  opinion  respecting  the  practice  and 
feelings  of  former  times,  he  quoted  the 
preamnle  of  an  act  of  parliament  for  the 
encouragement  of  refugees,  which  had 
been  drawn  up  by  the  great  lord  Somera.  . 
The  preamble  stated,  that  whereas  many 
Protestants  in  France  might  wish,  on  ac* 
count  of  our  free  constitution,  to  settle  ia 
this  country,  it  was  right  to  induce  them 
to  do  so.-^The  petition  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Cotton  Factories.]  Lord  Kenyan^ 
on  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Cotton  Manufactories  bill, 
professed  an  unwillingness  at  that  late 
period  of  the  session  to  press  the  bill  any 
farther.  It  had  been  the  opinion  of  their 
lordships,  that  some  farther  evidenoe  waa 
desirable,  and  to  receive  such  evidence 
with  due  allowance  for  deliberation,  could 
not  be  comprehended  in  the  renaaiiung 
narrow  limits  of  the  present  session. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  congratulated 
the  aeble  lord  and  the  committee  on  their 
having  at  length  perceived  what  he  had 
long  ago  considered  and  declared  as  the 
tme  and  inevitable  state  of  the  case. 
Tlie  evidence  alreadv  presented  to  the 
House  against  the  bill,  was  to  an  extent 
Ux  beyond  his  own  calculation.  So  fiut 
from  the  condition  and  discipline  of  the 
factories  in  Manchester  and  other  placea 
bong  justly  chargeable  with  unwhole^ 
someness,  or  the  conductors  of  then  with 
cruelty,  it  waa  on  proof  that  the  parents 
of  chif^en  who  were  weak  in  their  fkaaae 
and  oonstilMtiopv  were  peculiarly  aolicitoui 
for  their  admission  into  those  factoriea. 

Lord  Kenyon  did  not  tUnk  it  neoesnry 
to  account  for  any  apparent  diange  of 
scmi^aents  that  the  noble  lord  migbl 
think  he  had  diaeovered  in  his  condwBt» 
ksthe  wo«M,«iatetotheHouaey  that  he 


18S3]        Q^Et:^  *>*  Reoettumt  and  Sinecure  Places.      Junx  5,  1818. 


L1254 


was  influenced  by  the  consideration  that 
the  House  agreed  to  receive  farther 
evi^encoy  and  as  the  season  was  too  far 
advanced  to  receive  or  make  efficient  use 
of  such  evidence*  he  should  content  him- 
self with  intimating  that  he  should,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  ensuing  session,  bring 
the  subject  again  before  their  lordships 
consideration. 

Offices  in  Rbversion,  and  Sinecure 
Places.]  Earl  Grosvenor  said,  that  he 
felt  a  considerable  degree  of  embarrass- 
ment, in  being  obliged'  to  trouble  their 
lordships  by  bringing  forward  this  sub- 
lect;  for,  after  what  had  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  he  had  thought 
it  would  have  been  unnecessary  for  him 
to  call  their  attention  to  it  again.  As, 
however,  nothing  had  been  done  by  his 
majestv's  ministers  to  reform  the  abuses 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  so  much 
complaint,  he  considered  himself  bound  to 
propose  some  resolutions  relative  to  places 
in  reversion,  and  all  sinecures  or  useless 
places  of  every  description.  It  had  been 
said,  that  nothing  farther  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  because  certain  places  after 
long  consideration  had  been  abolished; 
but  what  had  been  done  in  that  way  was 
far  irom  being  sufficient.  There  wete 
still  a  number  of  useless  places  maintained 
in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  the 
colonies,  the  abolition  of  which,  and  of 
those  places  which  were  entirely  or  chiefly 
executed  by  deputy,  misht  be  efiecteu. 
When  their  lordships  found,  upon  inquiry, 
that  there  was  a  great  number  of  offices, 
for  the  maintaining  of  which  no  good 
reason  could  be  assigned,  and  that  many 
which  had  now  become  perfect  sinecures 
had  anciently  been  efficient  offices,  they 
surely  could  not  hesitate  in  agreeing  to  a 
resolution,  declaring  that  such  a  state  of 
things  ought  no  longer  to  exist.  The 
first  resolution  he  should  move  was  con- 
fined to  places  in  reversion;  and  as  an 
illustration  of  its  necessity,  he  should 
mention  the  rangership  of  Bagshot-park, 
the  reversion  of  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  dochess  of  Gloucester.  If  it  were 
fit  that  such  a  system  should  exist,  this 
grant  could  not  be  censured ;  bnt  it  was 
precisely  in  proportion  to  the  popularity 
which  might  be  attached  to  the  individuals 
to  whom  such  grants  were  made  that  he 
objected  to  thcra.  They  paved  the  way 
for  others  of  a  different  nature,  and,  by 
little  and  little,  the  evil  grew  to  a  most 
mischievous  bei^t.    His  second  object 


was  the  abolition  of  sinecures  and  useless 
places.  Last  session  he  had  been  called 
upon  to  define  what  a  sinecure  was.  The 
task  would  not  have  been  difficult,  but  it 
was  rather  singular  that  it  should  have 
been  required  of  him,  when  a  bill  had 
passed  their  lordships*  house  for  the 
abolition  of  several  places  of  that  descrip- 
tion. With  regard  to  what  might  be 
called  useless  places,  he  certainly  did  not 
mean  to  include  under  that  denomination 
those  which  were  necessary  for  supporting 
the  splendor  and  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
such  as  the  offices  of  the  lord  Chamber- 
lain, the  lord  Steward,  or  even  the  lords  of 
the  bedchamber,  though,  perhaps,  there 
might  be  too  manjr  of  them.  All  offices 
to  which  any  kind  of  public  utility  could 
be  attributed,  he  would  most  willingly 
maintain.  But  there  were  a  variety  of 
offices  connected  with  the  courts  of  law, 
which  were  completely  useless.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say,  however,  that  even  they 
should  be  abolished,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  emoluments  derived 
from  them  by  the  beads  of  the  courts.  A. 
fair  compensation  ought  to  be  given  for 
those  emoluments.  The  noble  earl  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  had  in  the  beginning 
of  the  session  pledged  himself  to  introduce 
a  measure  for  regulating  the  Mce  of 
clerk  of  the  parliament,  which  was  one 
certainly  executed  by  deputy,  but  as  yet 
nothing  had  been  done  towards  that  ob- 
ject. The  office  of  clerk  of  the  pleas,  in 
Ireland,  had  been  a  subject  of  litigation 
for  a  time ;  but  though  the  question  had 
been  decided  in  a  court  of  law,  still  no- 
thing had  been  done  on  the  Subject  by 
ministers.  The  question  respecting  the 
office  of  lord  justice  general  of  Scotland 
remained  in  the  same  state.  Instead  of 
abolishing  it  altogether,  a  bill  had  been 
brought  into  another  place,  for  giving  the 
emoluments  to  the  lord  president  of  the 
court  of  session ;  but  the  proposition  met 
with  so  much  disapprobation,  that  th« 
authors  of  the  measure  had  thought  fit  to 
withdraw  it.  Tlie  office  of  third  secretary 
of  state  was  still  kept  up,  notwithstanding 
its  inutility  had  been  demonstrated ;  and, 
in  fact,  nothing  but  the  voice  of  parlia- 
ment, decisively  pronounced,  woiild  in- 
duce ministers  to  consent  to  an  efiectual 
abolition  of  sinecures  and  useless  officea. 
During  the  whole  of  the  session  they  had 
not  givcfi  a  hint  of  any  plan  of  economy ; 
and  as  they  opposed  all  reductions,  he  an- 
ticipated ifi  tne  next  session  that  they 
troutd  propose  the  renewal  of  that  odious 
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impost,  the  income-tax;  for,'  as  they, 
adopted  no  measures  of  economy,  they 
could  only  cover  the  expenditure  by 
making  new  demands  on  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  When  he,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, referred  to  our  atmy  in  France  as  ao 
unnecessary  burthen,  tiie  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  asserted,  that  it 
did  not  cost  the  country  a  farthing.  This 
was  a  singular  assertion ;  for  he  believed  it 
was  maintained  out  of  the  five  million^ 
paid  to  this  country  by  France,  which 
would  of  course  be  applicable  to  other  ob- 
jects, were  it  not  so  disposed  of.  These 
live  millions  constituted  our  indemnity 
for  the  past,  which  had  been  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  long  and  ruinous  war  in 
which  the  country  had  been  engaged. 
What  we  had  got  for  the  other  great 
object — security  for  the  future~-he  did 
not  know,  unless  it  was  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons.  That  army,  however, 
which  was,  for  the  support  of  despotism, 
retained  in  France,  was  paid  out  of  our 
indemnity.  The  noble  secretary  of  state 
surely  would  not  say  that  the  money  thus 
laid  out  would  not  have  been  savea,  had 
the  army  been  disbanded.  Should  the 
troops  be  now  withdrawn,  might  not  what 
yet  remained  unpaid  of  this  indemnity  be 
saved  to  the  country,  by  reducing  the 
military  establishment  ?— To  return  to  the 
objects  of  the  resolutions  he  intended  to 
propose,  he  must  remind  their  lordships  of 
the  mischievous  effects  of  leaving  the 
power  of  granting  sinecures  and  useless 
places  in  the  hands  of  ministers.  It  gave 
a  most  undue  and  pernicious  influence  to 
the  Crown.  If  this  power  was  allowed  to 
remain,  its  corrupt  influence  would  in- 
fallibly increase;  and  to  that  influence, 
morality,  and  the  spirit  of  independence, 
would  finally  give  way.  The  noble  earl 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  Reso- 
lutions :-* 

1.  "  That  from  henceforth  no  places 
ought  to  be  granted  in  reversion  by  the 
Crown,  as  tending  to  prolong  and  perpe" 
tuate  the  existence  of  sinecures  and  other 
useless  offices,  as  being  a  complete  bar  to 
regulation,  and  thus  endangering  the  ade- 
quate discharge  of  offices  to  which  active 
duties  are  annexed. 

2.  "  That  the  practice  of  granting 
places  in  reversion  by  the  Crown  ought 
not  only  to  cease  and  determine,  but  that 
the  pernicious  practice  ought  to  cease  ge- 
nerally. 

3.  "  That  the  utmost  attention  to  eco- 
Aomy  in  all  the  branches  of  public  expen- 


diture, which  is  not  inconsistent  with  tbe 
interests  of  the  public  service,  is  at  all 
times  a  great  and  important  duty. 

4*.  *'  That  all  sinecures,  and  other  use- 
less offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown,  ought 
to  be  abolished  at  the  expiration  of  the 
subsisting  interests.  That  the  salary  oF 
other  places,  not  immediately  necessary 
to  the  service  of  the  state,  ought  to  be 
abolished,  or  regulated,  with  a  view  to 
economy. 

5.  "  That  if,  in  the"'event  of  certain 
useless  places  being  abolished  in  the 
courts  of  law,  the  emoluments  of  any 
judge  or  judges  should  be  thereby  dimi- 
nished, adequate  remuneration  should  be 
made  to  persons  holding  such  dignified 
and  laborious  situations. 

6  '<  That,  in  addition  to  the  measures 
already  taken  by  parliament  for  the  abo- 
lition or  regulation  of  certain  sinecures  or 
other  useless  offices,  it  is  expedient  to 
abolish  all  those  that  have  revenue  without 
employment,  and  regulate  all  offices  that 
have  revenue  extremely  disproportionate 
to  employment,  excepting  only  such  as 
are  connected  with  the  personal  service  of 
his  majesty  or  his  royal  family,  in  the  due 
support  of  the  dignity  and  proper  splen- 
dor of  the  monarchy,  regard  being 
always  had  to  the  existing  interests  in 
any  offices  so  to  be  regulated  or  abolished. 

7.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  of- 
fices of  which  the  effective  duties  are  en* 
tirely  or  principally  discharged  by  deputy, 
in  certain  cases,  to  the  salary  and  emolu- 
ments actually  received  for  executing  the 
business  of  such  offices,  regard  being  bad 
to  any  increase  which  may  appear  neces- 
sary on  account  of  additional  responsi- 
bility, and  sufficient  security  being  taken 
for  due  performance  of  the  service  in  all 
cases  of  trust  connected  with  the  public 
money. 

8.  *'  Tliat,  at  the  present  time,  it  is  es- 
pecially the  duty  of  the  House  to  adopt 
the  foregoing  Resolutions,  on  account  of 
the  burthened  state  of  the  country,  and 
the  universal  desire  for  economical  reform 
and  reduction  of  unconstitutional  influ- 
ence, whether  originating  in  the  unper« 
ceived  lapse  of  time,  the  effect  of  accident^ 
or  the  machination  of  design.*' 

The  Resolutions  being  put,  were  nega- 
tived, without  a  division. 
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ov  THE  CoPT-RioHT  AcT8.]    Mr.  Wvnn 
presented  the  following 

REPORT 

FaOM  TBI  SkLBCT  CoMMirrBS  OV  THE  GOPY- 

BiOHT  Acts. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  Acts  8  Anne,  c.  19;  15  Geo. 
3Td,  c  53;  41  Geo.  3rd,  c.  107;  and  54 
Geo.  3rd,  c.  116,  respecting  copyright  of 
books ;  and  to  report  any  or  what  altera- 
tions are  reauisite  to  be  made  therein, 
together  witn  their  observations  there- 
upon, to  the  House;  and  to  whom  the 
petitions  reearding  the  Copyright  bill,  and 
all  returns  from  Public  Libraries,  and  from 
Stationers-hall,  presented  in  the  present 
session,  were  referred;  and  who  were 
empowered  to  report  their  opinion  there- 
upon to  Uie  House ; — Have  examined  the 
matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report  and  Resolu- 
TioiiSy  together  with  an  Appendix, 

The  earliest  foundation  for  a  claim  from 
any  public  library,  to  the  sratuttous  delivery 
of  new  publications,  is  to  be  found  in  a  deed 
«f  the  year  1610,  by  which  the  Company  of 
Stationers  of  London,  at  the  request  or  sir 
Thomas  Bodley,  engages  to  deliver  a  copy  of 
.  every  book  printed  m  the  company  (and  not 
having  been  before  printed)  to  the  Univer- 
sity ot  Oxford.  This  however  seems  to  be 
confined  to  the  publications  of  the  company 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  could  in  no  case 
extend*  to  those  which  might  proceed  firom 
individuals  unconnected  with  it. 

Soon  after  the  Restoration  in  the  year  1669, 
was  passed  the  '*  Act  for  preventing  abuses 
in  prmting  seditious,  treasonable,  and  unli- 
censed'books  and  pamphlets,  and  for  regu- 
lating of  printing  and  printing  presses ;"  by 
which;  for  the  first  time,  it  was  enacted.  That 
evenr  printer  should  reserve  three  copies  of 
the  best  and  largest  paper  of  evenr  book  new 
printed,  or  repnnted  by  him  with  additions, 
and  shall,  before  any  public  vending  of  the 
said  book,  bring  them  to  the  master  of  the 
Company  of  Stationers,  and  deliver  them  to 
him;  one  whereof  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
keeper  of  his  majesty's  library,  and  the  other 
two  to  be  sent  to  the  vice-chancellor  of  the 
two  Universities  respectively,  to  the  use  of 
the  public  libraries  of  the  said  Universities. 
This  act  was  originally  introduced  for  two 
years,  but  was  Continued  by  two  acts  of  the 
same  parliament  till  1679,  when  it  expired.* 
It  was,  however,  revived  in  the  1st  year  of 
James  3nd,  and  finallv  expired  in  1695. 

It  has  been  stated  by  Mr.  Gaisford,  one  of 

*  Upon  reference  to  the  continuing  act  of 
17  Ch.  Sod,  c.  4,  the  clauses  respecting  the 
delivery  of  the  three  copies  appear  to  be  per* 
petual,  yet  it  should  seem  that  they  were  not 
so  consMlered,  not  being  adverted  to  io  the 
Ad  of  Aim. 


the  curators  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  **  that 
there  are  several  books  entered  in  its  register, 
as  sent  from  the  Stationers  Company  subse- 
jjuent  to  the  expiration  of  that  act ;"  but  it 
is  probable  that  this  delivery  was  by  no  meaus' 
^neral,  as  there  are  no  traces  of  it  at  Sta^ 
tioners  Hall,  and  as  Hearne,  in  the  preface  to- 
the  <*  Rehqua  Bodleianse,*'  printed  to  170S, 
presses  for  Iwnelactions  to  that  library  as 
peculiarly  desirable,  **  since  the  act  of  parlia* 
ment  for  sending  copies  of  l>ooks,  printed  by 
the  London  booksellers,  is  expired^  and  there 
are  divers  wanting  for  several  years  past.^ 

During;  this  period,  the  claim  ot  authoiv 
and  publishers  to  the  perpetual  copyright  of 
their  publications^  rested  upon  what  was 
afterwards  determmed  to  have  been  the  com* 
mon  law,  by  a  majority  of  nine  to  three  of 
the  judges,  on  the  cases  of  Millar  and  Taylor 
in  1769,  and  Donaldson  and  Becket  in  1774. 
La^  estates  had  been  vested  in  copyrights ; 
these  copyrights  had  been  assigned  from 
hand  to  hand,  had  been  the  subject  of  fiunily 
.settlements,*  and  in  some  instances  larger 
prices  had  been  eiven  for  the  purchase  of  them 
(relation  being  had  to  the  comparative  value 
of  money)  than  at  any  time  subseouoat  to  the 
act  of  the  8th  of  queen  Anne.  By  this  act, 
which  in  the  last  of  these  two  eases,  has  since 
been  determined  to  have  destroyed  the  former 
perpetual  copyright,  and  to  have  substituted 
one  for  a  more  limited  period,  but  protected 
by  additional  penalties  on  those  who  should 
infringe  it,  it  is  directed,  that  nine  coines  of 
each  book  that  shall  be  printed  or  published, 
or  reprinted  and  published  with  additions^ 
shall,  by  the  printer,  be  delivered  to  the 
warehouse-keeper  of  the  Companv  of  Stfr- 
tioners,  before  such  publication  maife,  for  the 
use  of  the  Royal  Library,  the  Ubrarics  of  the 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  the 
libraries  of  the  four  Universities  of  Scotland, 
the  library  of  Sion  College  in  London,  and 
the  library  belonging  to  the  Faculty  of  Advo- 
cates at  Edinburgh. 

From  the  passing  of  this  act  until  the  ded- 
sion  of  the  cases  of  Beckford  and  Hood  in 
1798,  and  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  and 
Bryer,  in  1-813.  it  was  universally  understood, 
that  neither  the  protection  of  copyright,  nor 
the  obligation  to  deliver  the  eleven  copies 
attached  to  tbe  publicatioii  of  any  tK)ok,  un- 
less it  was  registered  at  Stationers-hall,f  an 
act  which  was  considered  as  purely  optional 
and  unnecessary,  where  it -was  intended  to 
abandon  the  claim  for  copyright;  and  in  con- 
formity to  this  construction,  the  act  of  41 
Geo.  3rd,  expressly  entitled  the  libraries  of 

*  Birch,  in  his  life  of  Archbishop  Tillotson, 
states,  that  his  widow,  after  his  death  in  1695, 
sold  the  copyright  of  his  unpublished  sermons 
for  8,500  guineas. 

f  The  whole  number  of  entries  during  the 
70  years,  from  1710  to  1780,  does  not  equal 
that  which  has  taken  place  in  the  last  four 
yean.    See  Appendix  No.  1. 
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TtMty  College^  andth^  King's-nmi  Dtiblm> 
to  oopi«s  of  such  books  on]j  m  should  bd 
•ntered  at  Stationers-halL 

In  Beckford  «.  Hood,  the  Court  of  King's* 
bench  decided,  that  the  omitsiou  of  the  entry 
only  prevented  a  prosecution  for  the  penal* 
ties  infiicted  by  the  statutes,  but  it  did  not  in 
any  degree  impede  the  recovery  of  a  satisfiM^* 
tion  for  the  violation  of  the  copyriaht  The 
same  court  further  determined,  in  the  case  of 
the  Univirsitv  of  Cambridge  against  Bryer  in 
181^,  that  the  eleven  copies  were  eaually 
claimable  by  the  public  libraries,  where  oookt 
had  not  been  entered  at  Stationers^'hall  as 
where  they  had. 

The  burthen  of  the  delivery,  which  by  the 
latter  decision  was  for  the  first  time  esta- 
blished to  be  obligatory  upon  publishers, 
produced  in  the  following  year  a  great  variety 
of  petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 
redress,  which  were  referred  to  a  Committee, 
whose  Report  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  j 
and  in  1814  the  last  act  on  this  subject  was 
passed,  which  directed  the  indiscriminate 
deliverer  of  one  large  paper  copy  of  every  book 
which  should  be  published  (at  the  time  of  its 
being  entered  at  Stationers-hall)  to  the  Bri- 
tish Museum,  but  limited  the  claim  of  the 
•ther  ten  libraries  to  such  books  as  they 
should  demand  in  writing  within  twelve 
months  after  publication ;  and  directed  that  a 
CODY  of  the  list  of  books  entered  at  Stationers^ 
half  should  be  transroitled  to  the  librarians 
once  in  three  months,  if  not  required  oflener. 

It  appears,  to  far  «s  your  Committee  have 
been  enabled  to  procure  information,  that 
there  is  no  other  country  in  which  a  demand 
of  this  nature  is  carried  to  a  similar  extent. 
In  America,  Prussia,  Saxony  and  Bavaria^ 
one  copy  only  is  required  to  be  deposited;  in 
France  and  Austria  two,  and  in  tne  Nether- 
lands three ;  but  in  several  of  these  countries 
this  is  not  necessary,  unless  copyright  is  in* 
tended  to  be  claimed. 

The  Committee  having  directed  a  statement 
to  be  prepared  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  an 
experienced  bookseller,  of  the  retail  price  of 
one  copy  of  every  book  entered  at  Stationers- 
hall  between  the  80th  Jul^^  1814,  and  the  Ist 
of  April  1817,  find  that  it  amounts  in  the 
whole  to  1,419/.  Sf .  1  id.  which  will  i^ive  an 
average  of  532/.  4s,  per  annum ;  but  the  price 
of  the  books  received  into  the  Cambridge 
University  Library  from  July  1814  to  June 
1817,  amounts  to  1,145/.  10s,  the  average  of 
which  is  381/.  16i.  Sd,  per  annum. 

In  the  course  of  the  inquiry  committed  to 
them,  the  Committee  have  proceeded  to  exa- 
mine a  variety  of  evidence,  which,  as  it  is 
already  laid  before  the  House,  they  think  it 
unnecessary  here  to  recapitulate ;  but  upon  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject,  they  have 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions  :— 

1.  '*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  it  is  desirable  that  so  much  of 
the  Copyright  act  as  requires  the  gratuitous 
delivery  of  eleven  copies  should  be  repealed, 
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except  in  so  fiff  aA  rektei  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  that  it  is  desiiuble  ituX  a  fixed 
allowance  should  be  granted,  in  lieu  thereof, 
to  such  of  the  other  public  libraries,  as  may 
be  thousht  expedient 

S.  **  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  if  it  should  not  be  thought  expe- 
dient by  the  House  to  comply  with  the  above 
recommendation,  it  is  desirable  that  the  num- 
h€T  of  libraries  etititled  to  daiih  such  delivery 
should  be  restricted  to  the  British  Museum, 
and  the  libraries  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dublin  universities. 

8.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  all  books  ot  prints,  wherein  the 
letter-presd  shall  not  exceed  a  certain  very 
small  proportion  to  each  plate,  shall  be 
exempted  from  delivery,  except  to  the  Mu- 
seum, with  an  exception  of  all  books  of  ma- 
thematics. 

4.  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  all  books  m  respect  of  which 
claim  to  copyrizht  shall  be  expressly  .and 
effectually  abandoned,  be  also  exempted. 

5.  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  c<^m- 
mittee,  that  the  obligation  imposed  on  priotert 
to  retain  one  copy  of  each  work  piioted  by 
them,  shall  cease,  and  the  copy  of  the  Museum 
be  made  evidence  in  lieu  of  ft."    5  June,  1818^ 

APPENDIX,  No.  1.— Books  and  Music  en- 
tered at  Stationers-hall,  from  the  passing 
of  the  Act  dth  Anne,  1710  to  1818. 

April  17 10  to  April  1720  -  -  10  years  -     87  < 

1730 -«     do.  -     49t 

1740  •  -      do.  -      34S 

1760 --      do.  *     CIS 

1760 --     do.  -     417 

1770 --      do.  -     433 

1780 --      do.  -  1,033 

1790 --      do.  -  2fi06 

1800 --      do.  -  5,386 

1810 --      do.  '  SfifTG 

1814 --  4  do.  -  1,935 

1818- -      do.  -4,353 

Very  little,  if  any  music  was  entered  at 
Stationers-hall  till  1776-7,  when  some  legal 
dispute  arose  respectiag  the  oopyright  of 
music;  and  single  songs  do  not  appear  t6 
have  been  entered  till  Af^ril  1783;  since  that 
period,  music,  jparticularly  single  songs,  has 
formed  a  consiaerable  portion  of  the  articles 
entered.— (Signed)  Geo.  Greziib ill,  ware- 
house-keeper of  the  company  of  stationers. 
--Stationers*  hall,  June  3rd,  1818. 

APPENDIX,  No.  2.— Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee (in  June  1813)  on  the  Copyright  of 
printed  books. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examinn 
several  acts  passed  in  the  8th  year  of  queen 
Anne,  and  in  the  15th  and  41st  years  of  his 
present  majesty,  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  vesting  the  copies  of  printed 
books  m  the  authors  or  purchasers  of  seeh 
copies,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  reon* 
tioned ;  and  to  report,  whether  any  aad  vifaik 
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alUmtloM  af«  i«c|iil«t«  to  b«  mtdt  tbcrein, 
together  with  their  observfitions  thereon,  to 
the  House;— have»  pursuaot  to  the  order  of 
the  House,  procecaed  to. consider  the  said 
acts ;  aod  have  received  various  statemeots, 
and  examined  several  persons  connected  with 
the  printing,  the  publishing,  or  with  the  sale 
of  books ;  and,  after  much  attention  bestowed 
on  the  subject,  they  beg  leave  to  observe, — 

That  aHhough  great  changes  have  takan 
place  ia  the  Uimry  systems  of  this  country, 
since  the  firi t  of  the  laws  veferred  to  theon  waa 
enacted,  on  which  the  others  depend;  yet 
they  conceive  that  the  substance  of  those 
laws  is  proper  to  be  retained ;  and  in  parti* 
cular  that,  continuing  the  delivery  of  all  new 
works,  and  in  certain  cases  of  subsequent  edi- 
tions, to  the  libraries  now  entitled  to  receive 
tliCBi,  will  tend  to  the  advanceneat  of  learn* 
ing,  and  ta  the  diffusion  of  knowledge^  withr 
out  imposing  any  considerable  ^urthea  on  tba 
autliors,  printers,  or  pubHshert  of  such  works. 
But  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  modify  some 
of  the  existing  provisions ;  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  paper,  wnich  may  tklrly  be  reduced 
from  the  finest  sort  and  largest  size,  to  that 
used  in  the  greater  part  of  an  edilran;  by 
substituting  a  deMvery  on  demand,  after  due 
and  proper  notice  has  been  givoQ  of  the  pub- 
UeaUoo,  to  a  distKibiitioain  fta  ftrst  instance  s 
and  by  affordlns  ^  alternative  with  respect 
to  auMMuent  eoitions  in  certsun  cases^ 

Your  Committee  would  however  suggest 
one  exception  to  these  rules,  in  favour  of  the 
British  Museum ;  this  national  estabHshment, 
augmenting  every  day  in  utiKty  and  import* 
anre,  ought,  in  theopinM>n  of  your  Committee, 
to  be  furnished  with  every  publication  that 
ijisues  firom  the  piess,  in  its  siost  splendid 

^  Having  presumed  to  advise  certain  ragula* 
tions  wiih  the  view  of  lightening  as  mucn  as 
possible  the  oressuro^  whatever  may  be  its 
Amount^  on  aJl  those  connected  with  the  pub- 
lication of  books,  your  Committee  would  lie 
wanting  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  were 
they  not  to  recommend  a  strict  enfbrcemenl 
.of  such  obliotions,  as  for  usahil  purposes  re« 
aBtfiinstobedischaFKcd:  b)r  annexing  suitable 
penalUes  to  the  negfect  of  performing  them; 
and  perha^  in  some  cases  l^y  adding  the  for- 
feiture of  copyrigbt 

The  attention  of  vour  Committee  has  nar 
turally  been  directed  to  the  late  decision  in 
fhc  court  of  King's-bench,  ascertaining  the 
true  interpretation  of  the  statute  of  queen 
Anne  ;  and  they  find,  thai,  previously  to  that 
Vision,  ao  universal  misappBebension  existed 
as  lo.  the  real  state  of  the  law ;  and  that  wrnks 
w^ere  updertahen,  and  contracts  madq  on  the 
fiuth  of  long  established  usage.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  luliy  aware,  that,  in  expotmding 
the  law,  no  attention  can  be  paid  by  courts  of 
Justice  to  the  hardships  that  may  inqdentaliy 
oe  produced ;  but  it  will  deserve  the  serious 
dflibarattoa  of  parliament,  whether  aU  retnH 
fpediva  cAct  should  not  be  takaaaaajr  fiWD 
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a  coBSlfuction,  wbieh  might  be  tbouvbt  lo 
bear  hardly  on  those  who  have  acted  on  s 
dlHerent  understanding  of  the  law. 

Lastly ;  your  Committee  have  taken  into 
their  consideration,  the  subject  of  copyright; 
whigh  extends  at  present  to  fourteen  years 
certain,  and  then  to  a  second  period  of  equal 
duration,  provided  the  author  happens  to  sur- 
vive the  first.  They  are  inclined  to  think, 
that  no  adequate  reason  can  be  given  for  this 
contingent  reversion,  and  that  a  fixed  term 
shoulube  assigned  beyond  the  existing  period 
of  fourteen  years. — a?  June,  1813. 

Oa  the  motion,  that  the  Report  bo 
printed, 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smvth  rase  to  say,  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  cemaiittee  h%l  bee« 
carried  by  very  smalt  majoritioa^  and  that 
he  had  entirely  disagreed  with,  the  inajeei- 
ties.  The  first  resolution  bed  been  earned 
by  a  majority  only  of  eve,  the  laet  by  tba 
casting  vote  of  the  ehairflMn^ 

Sir  Jomei  AUcUfUoik  mid,  that  as  one 
of  the  committee^  he  would  viningly  beer 
testimonyj^  that  ihe  hon^  meiaber  for  Cam* 
bridge  was  oot  io  the  leesfc  remiss  iu  the 
discharge  pf  the  duty,  which  be  consideMA 
himself  to  owe  ta  1^  constilAieiits,  by  ie» 
sisting  the  resolutiei¥b  The  hoo.  genlle^ 
man  might  hav«^  wkooever  he  pleased, 
the  benefit  of  his  teetiraooy  to  this  poinl» 
II  was  true  the  resolutioae  in  the  cemmitn 
tee  were  only  oasrted  by  a  mi^'ty  of  its 
to  five,  but  of  the  mineriiy  of  five,  fear  were 
the  represeptati«:ea  for  Ogfetd  and  €aB»* 
bridge.  For  all  of  them  b#  Ceil  the  higlft« 
est  respecW.  and  they  filled  in  that  House 
nearly  as  reapectable  •  station  aa  it  wae 
poseible  for  a  representative  lo  hold. 
But  their  disseni  from  these  resolutioae 
eould  not  have  much  aollierily,  considef* 
ing  the  interests  of  their  constktueots  in 
the  que»tioo«*iolerest»  whicfa^  for  maoy 
reasons,  and  £br  one  of  ooasideffable  Ibffoo 
at  this  time,  which  he  would  nol  meoJioo^ 
thev  would  pay  great  atteotson  lo.  Tho 
autnoritgr  of  the  tour  mombera  would  haao 
great  wei^t  where  their  judgmeols  eoukl 
ho  inspartiaUy  exercised,  but  in  the  pr». 
sent  case  it  could  not  be  so.  The  resida* 
lions  were,,  in  a  technical  and  peslisBsrisi 
iBiy  sense,  the  rceolutiona  of  the  commit* 
tee.  Theif  weight  and  aittboitty  mosa 
depend  on  the  reasons  whidi  auppoHed 
lbeiii»  Neither  Ibeiir  jusliee  9or  thai* 
oierita  could  bo  daeided  by  ibo  oooben 
udio  had  disaemed  firon  tteas.  Their 
fate  would  be  determined  ia  tho  Homo 
i^NMi  their  own  merils. 

Irord  PeAeenton  aod  BIr.  Ftel  baataj 
rose  at  once  tja  lapljft  whidi  ooc^isiened  o 
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laugh.  The  latter  ffentleman  gate  way, 
and  the  former  said  he  treated  the  insiau- 
ation  that  he  bad  not  acted  with  candour 
and  fairness  with  the  contempt  •which 
every  charge  upon  the  candour  and  im- 
partiality of  a  member  deserved.  The 
resolutions  had  certainly  been  carried  by 
yery  small  majorities. 

Mr.  Peel  said»  he  must  express  his  sen«- 
timentSy  notwithstanding  the  laugh  occa- 
sioned, by  his  having  risen  at  the  same 
time  with  the  noble  lord.  He  was  sorry 
that  the  representatives  of  large  and  re- 
spectable places,  should  be  laughed  at  for 
defending  what  they  conceived  to  be  the 
interests  of  their  constituents.  He  re- 
gretted  that  there  was  not  time  this  ses- 
sion for  some  legislative  measure  on  the 
subject.  Great  misconception  existed. 
It  had  been  clearly  proved  that  the  Uni- 
versities had  acted  with  the  utmost  libera- 
lity, and  that  those  very  authors  who  had 
complained  of  it  as  a  grievance,  had  derived 
the  greatest  benefit  from  the  act. 

Mr.  tV^n  thought  it  rather  an  unusual 
course  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
■tate  of  divisions  on  a  select  committee. 
If  it  was  alleged  that  some  of  the  resolu- 
tions in  the  committee  had  been  carried 
•nly  by  a  casting  voice,  it  should  have 
been  auo  said^  that  the  resolution  restrict- 
ing the  copies  given  to  five  had  been 
carried  with  only  one  opponent,  if  a  per- 
son expressing  a  doubt  might  be  consi- 
dered an  opponent. 

Sir «/.  Mackintosh  in  explanation,  said, 
that  his  observations  had  been  greatly 
mistaken  if  he  had  been  understood  to 
impute  any  improper  motives  to  any  one. 
As  to  the  remark  made  by  a  noble  lord 
that  he  treated  his  (sir  J.  M.'s)  insinua- 
tions with  the  contempt  they  deserved,  he 
begged  leave  to  say  that  he  did  not  consi- 
der any  member  who  applied  such  lan- 
guage on  such  an  occasion,  as  qualified  to 
five  him  lessons  as  to  his  conduct  in  the 
louse,  or  in  a  committee.  He  had  only 
imputed  a  partiality  which  he  considered 
creditable,  and  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  contended  for  as  his  right  to 
exercise.  He  went  farther,  and  said  that 
he  considered  partialities,  counteracted  by 
opposite  partialities,  as  the  cause  of  that 
happy  colHsioD  of  opinions  which  made 
that  House  the  most  excellent  representa- 
tive assembljr  that  ever  conducted  the  af- 
fairs of  a  nation. 

Lord  Palmeriton  expressed  his  regret 
that  he  had  misconceived  the  hoOt  and 
learned  gentlenuui'a  meaning. 
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Mr.  Guroey  said  a  few  words  m  justifi- 
cation of  the  resolutions ;  after  which  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POLTCE    OF   THE  METROPOLIS.]      Mr. 

Bennetf  on  bringing  up  the  Report  of  the 
Police  Committee,  drew  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  great  evils  that  were 
experienced  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  a  classification  of  prisoners  in  the  dif- 
ferent gaols  of  the  country.  The  House 
would  probably  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
this  evil  was  not  confined  to  the  metropo* 
lis.  It  was  not  merely  in  this  city  tnat 
these  places  of  confinement,  which  went 
by  the  name  of  Houses  of  Industry  and 
Correction,  were  in  reality  nurseries  of 
idleness  and  vice.  The  system  of  labour, 
which  even  their  appellations  seemed  to 
imply,  and  to  which  in  principle  they 
ought  to  be  directed,  was  altogether  over- 
looked. Even  in  Cold  Bath -fields  prison, 
the  average  of  the  produce  of  the  labour 
imposed  upon  eacb  individual,  did  not 
amount  to  so  much  as  one  farthing  per 
day.  The  great  evil  arising  from  this  neg- 
lect of  classification  was,  that  persons  who 
had  committed  crime  for  the  first  time, 
were  thrown  amongst  those,  who,  by  the 
frequent  commission  of  enormities,  were 
more  hardened  in  the  course  of  guilt,  and 
consequently  were  disposed  to  encourage 
and  increase  the  enormities  of  less  cxpe* 
rienced  and  hardened  ofienders.  The 
House  would  also  be  surprised  to  hear, 
that  it  was  proved,  on  the  evidence  of  the 
governor  of  Cold  Bath-fields  prison,  a 
person  who  supported  the  most  respect- 
able character  in  his  situation,  that  he  bad 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  prison  without 
a  single  rule  or  order  from  the  magistrates 
for  the  space  of  seven  years.  He  trusted 
that  the  extraordinary  increase  of  pri- 
soners, a  circumstance  disgraceful  in 
itself,  would  be  regarded  front  the  evi- 
dence of  this  Report,  as  a  misfortune, 
growing  partly  out  of  the  poverty  of  the 
times,  and  partly  out  of  the  extreme  neg- 
lect which  was  manifested  in  tlie  want  of 
proper  regulation  in  those  establishments. 
That  it  was  in  a  great  measure  a  disease 
arising  out  of  poverty  and  wretchedness, 
could  not  be  denied  by  those  who  had  ob- 
served the  condition  of  societv  for  tbelM 
few  years.  No  one  could  look  abroad 
without  witnessing  cases  of  eltrerae  cala- 
mity ;  no  one  could  exercise  his  observa- 
tion without  seeing  numbers  of  unfortu- 
nate people  wanting  a  home,  and  stretdiad 
upon  ^  grass  in  a  state  of  wxetchedae^i 
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wfakfa  could  onlybecoumradto  that  of  the 
LasaroDi  of  Naples.    The  most  affllctinjs 
veftection  upon  this  sorrey  of  extensive  mi- 
sery in  this  country,  was,  that  it  arose,  not 
from  the  want  (k  a  d  sposition  to   be 
industrious,  but  from  a  want  of  employ- 
ment, from  a  want  of  the  means  of  ezer- 
Ethat  industry  which  they  were  dis- 
to  undertake.  Another  melancholy 
as  to  be  derived  from  a  reference  to 
the  condition  in  which  many  persons  were 
dismissed  from  the  prisons.  Mo  one  could 
have  attended  to  this   subject  without 
knowing  that  dozens  upon  dozens   had 
been  dismissed,  many  of  them  after  the 
commiision  of  a  first  offence,  without  a 
ahilling  in  their  pockets,  or  without  any 
other   means    or  procuring   subsistence 
than  by  a  return  to  the  practice  of  those 
vices  for  which  they  were  originally  com- 
mitted.    It  was  true  that  some  asylum 
was  afforded  by  the  charitable  institution 
of  the  Refuge  for  the  Destitute;  it  was 
true  that  hundreds  had  been  saved  by 
that   humane  establishment,  but  it  was 
lamentable  to  reflect  upon  the  small  pro- 
portion on  which  its  benefits  could  ope- 
imte,    when  compared   with    the  whole 
amount  of  the  individuals  thrown  without 
provision  upon  society.    The  number  of 
transportations    and    cspital    convictions 
which  had  grown  up  under  this  system 
was  immense.    The  House  was  probably 
not  aware  that,  from  the  year  1816  to 
1818,  no  less  than  3,600  had  been  sent 
to  Botany  Bay,  and  that  from  the  year 
1798  it  had  cost  the  country  no  lea  than 
four  millions  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
transportation  alone.    It  was  extraordi- 
nary to  think,  yet  not  less  extraordinary 
than  true,  that  the  more  every  part  of  the 
^tem  of  government  was  inquired  into 
upon  these  subiects,  the  more  it  would 
be  found  to  be  defective  and  rotten.    But 
the  most  surprising  consideration  of  all 
was,  upon  what  principle  of  life  a  machine 
so  defective  in  itself  could  have  been  so 
long  kept  together.    It  was  extraordinary 
that  the  first  step  in  the  police  depart- 
ment should  be  executed  by  deputy««he 
alluded  to  the  office  of  constaole ;   but 
still  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  the  want 
of  a  good  police  not  to  the  neglect  of 
those  in  the  higher  situations,  but  to  the 
conduct  of  those  in   the  inferior.     He 
next  alluded  to  the  plan  adopted  in  the 
licensing  of  public  houses,  according  to 
which,  acting  upon  the  vulgar  prejudice 
that  porter  was  the  natund  beverage  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  they  were 
(VOL.  XXX VIII.)       ^        ^ 
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oblked  to  keep  tapirooms,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  refusal  of  their  licences  as  gin- 
shops.  These  ale-houses  were  known  to 
be  the  haunts  of  profligacy;  yet  they 
would  not  only  exist  in  an  undiminished 
number,  but  go  on  progressively  increas- 
ing until  the  law  was  altered  on  thai  sub- 
ject. He  concluded  with  expressing  a 
hope  that  the  result  of  this  inc|uh7  would 
be  to  alter  the  present  system  m  the  ma^ 
nagement  of  gaols,  which,  instead  of 
contributing  to  the  reformation  of  of- 
fenders, operated  to  their  farther  corrup- 
tion and  degradation,  by  compelling  the 
association  of  new  oiranders  with  the 
oldest  and  most  hardened  in  crime. 

General  Thamtom  complimented  the 
Jion.  gentleman  oa  his  attention  to  tUs 
important  subject,  and  expressed  his  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  the  intended  review  of 
thepolice of  the  metropolis. 

Toe  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Alixk  Bill.^     Sir  James  MatUnioik 
presented  a  Petition  from  certain  indivi- 
duab  against  the  clause  introduced  into 
the  Alien  Bill,   depriving  them   of  the 
privilege  they  had  acquired  as  naturalized 
subjects,  by  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the 
Bank  of  Scothmd.      He  described  the 
petition  as  relating  to  the  most  important 
subject,   a   subject  which   involved  Uie 
greatest  breach  of  faith  that  was  ever 
proposed   to  a  British    parliament.      It 
alluded  to  the  amendment  adopted  in  the 
Alien  bill  by  the  House  of  Lords,  which 
went  to  deprive  persons  of  their  ri^ts 
who  were  naturalized  In  that  mode  since 
the  28tb  of  April.    In  consequence  of  an 
act  which  had  passed  in  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  in  1695,  the  purchasers  of  stock 
in  the  Bank  of  Scotland   to  a   certain 
amount  was  naturalized.  The  same  had  been 
since  confirmed  by  five  acta  of  parliament 
in  the  reign  of  his  present  msjesty.    The 
present  petitioners  nad  been  long  resident 
m  this  country;  thev  were  many  of  them 
merchants,  and  haa  children  who  were 
natural  bom  subjects.    The  petition  went 
on  to  certify  the  loyalty  of  their  conduct, 
and  to  challenge  inquiry  into  every  part 
of  their  character  as  men  and  as  citizens. 
It  added,  that  they  had  purchased  stock 
in  full  and  entire  faith  in  the  law  as  it  now 
stood;    After  dwelling  with  much  force 
on  the  injustice  of  retrospective  acts,  he 
concluded  with  moving  that  the  petition 
do  lie  on  the  table.   ' 
*  The  Petition  was  then  read.    It  pur« 
ported  to   be   the   petition  of 'George 
(4  M) 
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Oppenheiirier»  Stc^  proprietor!  df  ttMk 
in  tne  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  naluralixed 
•objects  bf  the  United  Sandom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  sat  fortft,  ^*  Tluit 
the  petitioners  are  informed  that  a  bill  is ' 
now  pending  in  parliament,  intittiled>  *  Aa 

<  Act  to  continue   for  the  term  of  two 

*  jean,  and  until  this  end  of  the  sestio^ 

*  of  parliament  (in  which  tfiat  term  sfaatt 

<  expire,  if  Pariiament  lie  then  utKiBg^ 

*  an  Act  of  the  56th  year  of  his  present 
f  Majest]^,   for   establishing    regolatiom 

<  respecting  Aliens  arriviDg  m  or  rasideat 
'  in  this  kingdom  in  certain  caste ;'  and 
that  a  clause  has  been  introduced  into  the 
said  bill  by  the  House  of  Lords,  enacts 
ing,  that  such  persons  as  may  have  been 
naturalized,   or  claim  to   have   become 
naturaUzed,  since  the  28th  of  April  laat^ 
hy  the  efiect  of  any  act  of  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  heretofore  passed,  relative  to  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  or  who  may  dai«  to 
be  naturalized  by  becoming  partners  of 
(he  Bank  of  Scotland  after  Uie  passm^  of 
this  act,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
aliens,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
any  act  of  the  parliament  of  Scetlandi 
whilst  the  provisions  of  this  act  relative 
to  aliens  shall  remain  in  force ;  that  the 
petitioners  have  severally  become   puN 
chasers  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Scotrand 
since  the  28th  day  of  April  last,  i^pon 
information    given    to    them,     that   by 
the  act  of  the  Scots  parliament  in  1696| 
establishing  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  whiish 
act  has  beea  confirmed  by  five  acts  ^ 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  his   ftresent 
■Muesty,  they  should  Uiereby  acquire  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  British  subjects; 
that  the  petitioners  have  been  long  resi- 
dent and  domiciled  in  this  countny,  carry* 
ing  on  basiness  as  merchants,  and  most 
of  them  have  children  natdral*bom  sub«- 
jects  of  his  majesty ;  and  they  can  obtain 
the  most  unquestionable  testimonies  to 
their  loyalty,  general  character,  and  mer- 
cantile credit;   that  the  petitioners  are 
willing  to    conform   to   all   regulations 
prescribed  in  the  case  of  foreigners  who 
become  naturalized  by  act  of  pariiament, 
and  having  purchased  stock  at  the  Bank 
of  ficotiand  upon  full  and  entire  fiuth  in 
the  law  as  it  stood  when  they  became 
proprietors  of  tuch  stock,  and  having  a 
confident  belief  that  no  oerson   in  thia 
•ountry  was  ever  deprived  of  his  rights 
by  a  retrospective   law,  the  petitioaara 
most  humbly  pray,  that  the  bifl  now  "b^ 
Ktt'e  narliament  may  not  ezteftd  to  dis- 
^ngn^e  tkein  of  tteir  Justffghu  kgally 
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atquircd  sinee  the  Wth  da)r  of  Apiil 
last^** 

Mr.  Tterney  eonsidered  the  best  nMida 
»f  proceeding  ^oald  be,  to  refer  the  matteiv 
submittedin  the  petition  to  a  commit  tee  of 
the  House  to  report  thereon.  He,  in  fiiet^ 
knew  nothing,  not  did  he  think  th^  Uomer 
knew  much  more,  of  the  Scotch  act  said  to 
be  in  existence.  With  the  view,  thetefoiw 
wf  cbtaining  more  accurate  ioformattoncn 
the  subject^  he  would  move,  <*  That  the 
Haid  Petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
iNtamine  and  report  the  matter  thereof  tb 
the  House. 

Lord  Coitiereagh  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  motion*  Nothing  coitU 
bm  ntore  obvious  than  the  desiffn  of  tHe 
petitioners  in  their  conduct,  with  respeet 
ie  the  purchases  they  bad  made  of  stoc^ 
of  the  Bank  of  Scotland ;  their  obvioisi 
intention  was,  to  defeat  the  provisions  of 
a  bill  then  in  its  progress  through  parlia- 


ment, ivhich  wtts  intended  to  appTjr  pi 
cisely  to  the  case.  It  was  not  the  win  of 
that  House,  he  imagined,  to  iend  its  aid 
•to  parties  harbouring  sudiintentfpnB.  Thfe 
amendment  c^  their  lordships  to  this  biU 
had  originated  in  the  information  receif  ed 
by  his  majesty's  government,  that  the  ia» 
lention  of  thd  persons  then  purchasing 
into  the  Bank  of  Scotland  was,  to  defeat 
the  object  of  aU  the  regulations  and  ai^ 
rangements  which  had  l^n  or  were  mak- 
ing, with  respect  to  this  most  delicate  of 
all  subjects  connected  with  the  internal 
policy  of  this  country  with  respect  te 
aliens.  The  facts  of  the  esse  had  been 
admitted.  Of  these  purdiases,  or  their 
proposed  object,  there  could  not  be  a 
doubt;  and  under  these  circutnstaoces» 
certainly  the  House  would  never  consent 
that  forty-nine  persons  should  take  ad* 
vantage  of  this  opportunity  to  defeat 
the  intention  of  that  House,  and 
themselves  to  naturalization,  in 
of  the  barriers  opposed  to  their  intendoa 
by  this  act,  more  particularly  when  it  was 
an  undoubted  &ct  that  seventeen  or  eigh- 
teen of  these  very  persons  had  been  seek- 
ing to  become  naturalized  in  the  ordinary 
way  prescribed  by  law,  and  were  not  Me 
to  show  themtelves  entitled  to  such  a  pri- 
vilege, in  consequence  of  which  their  ap« 
plication  had  altogether  failed.  Of  the 
existence  of  this  obsolete  Scotch  act,  the 
House  was  not  apprised  when  it  passed 
the  Alien  bill  of  tnis  year,  or  it  would 
doubtless  have  provided  by  this  or  a  simi- 
lar clause,  some  mode  of  abrogatin|^  the 
ptovisiona  chimed  under  the  provisiona 
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#f  tbii  set  Th»  poiietnon  or  pur* 
chiM  tff  90{.  worth  of  Scotch  hank 
■look  OBlilkd  tho  alien  to  be  ooosidered 
•  nalunliaecL  subject  of  Scotland  by 
the  act  of  1699,  and  by  the  act  of 
Union,  the  naturaliaed  subjects  of  Scot- 
land became  entitled  to  all  the  privilj^ 
ef  naturalised  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
generally.  Thus  this  M.  worth  of  stock 
phKMd  this  individual  in  preciiely  the 
same  situation  as  if  he  had  applied  to  par« 
Ijament  directly*  and  obtained  an  act  of 
parliament,  admitting  him  to  the  full  par* 
ticipation  of  the  prinlej[es  ef  British  born 
subjects.  But  this  portion  of  Sootoh  bank 
stock  need  not  remain  even  in  the  poises* 
sion  of  this  person  so  naturalised  any 
length  of  time  so  as  to  procure  for  him 
any  native  character,  or  promote  his  resi- 
dence in  the  eountryl  or  afibrd  any  seco- 
fily  fsr  his  good  conduct.  The  next  mo- 
ment after  it  had  served  the  purpose  of 
his  naturalisatiooyhemight  tranrer  iter  dis- 

Cse  of  itt^any  otherfereigner,  who  might 
ve  oeoasion  to  want  a  similar  exemp- 
tion from  the  operation  of  the  laws  res- 
pecting aliens,  ami  who  in  his  turn  might 
dispose  of  it  to  whom  he  pleased,  let  him 
be  ever  so  notorious  a  oelinquent,  or  so 
determined  an  enemy  to  the  repose  of  this 
country.  Thus  this  portion  of  stock  might 
bemade  to  traverse  the  contment,  efieet- 
ing  the  natuvalixation  of  numbers  of  per- 
sons into  whose  hands  it  mi^t  fall,  by 
pnrohnw  or  otherwise.  This  indeed, 
would  be  to  give  the  utmost  possible  faci- 
lity to  all  the  disaffected,  to  evade  those 
provisions,  wisely  interposed  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  wbdi  looked  with  national 
and  scrupulous  jealousy  upon  fiireig|ners, 
who  werecandidates  for  this  distinguished 
finrour.  This  was  the  character  of  oar 
eenstitntiea,  so  distinguislied  from  that  of 
Other  countries ;  for  instance,  the  Ameri- 
can statee,  whose  policy  it  appeared  to  be, 
to  have  as  many  roreign  dtisens  as  pessi- 
Ue,  with  a  view  to  increase  her  population 
and  commercial  intercourse  throughout 
the  world.  England  was  not  jealous  of 
the  residence  of  foreigners  here,  or  their 
commedal  intercoune  with  this  country, 
but  of  their  being  admitted  to  a  full  and 
oonplete  participation  with  British  bom 
snbjects  in  all  their  privileges.  This  he 
elucidated  by  stating,  that  parliament  had 
been  obliged,  in  the  case  of  prince  Leo- 
pold of  Saxe  Cobourg,  to  pa^  a  specifio 
act  to  evade  the  Istof  George  1st,  which 

Evevided  that  no  naturalised  person  should 
e  entitled  to  sit  in  parliament.     A  simi- 


larly jealous  precaution  had  been  adopted 
by  another  tegiiJative  proviaioa,  ihat  no 
naturalisation  bill  should  be  permitted  to 
include  within  it  a  provision  entitling  the 
alien  to  obtain  the  the  privileges  of  British 
subjects  abroad.  But  now,  by  the  revival 
of  the  obsolete  Scotch  act  of  1695,  all  the 
operose  provisions  of  the  system  for  regu* 
lating  the  privileges  of  aliens,  were  to  be 
defeated  and  rendered  null  and  void,  with- 
out even  demanding  of  the  alien  any  of 
the  oaths  or  tests  prescribed  by  law. 
These  penons  had  aotained  their  rights 
by  fraud  ef  an  aet  of  parliament  [Hear, 
hear!].  He  repeateo,  that  it  was  by 
fraud  of  an  act  of  parliament.  For  the 
old  law  had  been  virtually  repealed,  both 
by  the  Seotdi  act,  and  by  the  act  of  Geo. 
1st,  and  the  ISth  and  14ui  of  Geo.  Sid  res- 
letting  the  naturalisation  of  aliens.  It 
would  be  monstrous  to  sacrifice  the  pub- 
lie  interest  and  safety  to  a  technioali^  of 
law— and  that  havmg  framed  a  blU  to 
onard  against  and  regulate  aliens,  the 
legislature  should  be  defeated  in  its  objeet 
by  an  obsolete  act  of  the  parliament  of 
Motland,  by  which  all  purchasers  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank  of  Scotland  took  them* 
selves  out  ef  the  class  of  aliens,  and  of 
course  freed  themselves  from  the  operation 
of  the  bill.  The  retrospective  nature  of 
the  clause  had  been  complained  of.  This 
was  a  quality,  however,  i^ery  usually  tobe 
fbund  in  acts  of  parliament.  Nothing  was 
so  common  as  in  a  bill  augmenting  the 
tax  00  a  particular  commodity,  to  make 
it  operate  book  to  the  period  at  which  it 
was  introduoed.  When  the  bill  for  regu* 
lating  the  residence  of  the  clergy  was  pae« 
sod.  It  had  also  a  retrospective  effect :  and 
there  were  various  other  precedents  of  the 
determination  of  parliament,  when  i| 
thought  any  particular  object  desirabloi 
not  to  be  arrested  by  any  consideration 
that  a  retromctive  operation  in  a  bill  was 
unfitting.  On  these  grounds  he  opposed 
the  referrence  of  the  petition  to  a  com* 
mittee.  It  was  not  a  question  of  the  merits 
or  the  demerits  of  the  individuals.  It  wns 
— iHiether  an  obsolete  statute  should  h% 
allowed  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  present 
bill,  and  virtoidly  to  repeal  all  the  nato* 
ralisatien  laws  «•  whether  the  legislature 
would  sanction  this  short  cut  by  which 
all  the  inhid>itants  of  the  continent,  if  they 
chose  ft,  might  become  entitled  to  the 
privflegcs  of  natural  bom  subjects  of 
Qieat  Britain  ?  As  to  the  Scotch  ststute 
what  the  legislature  might  eventually  do 
with  it  he  imew  ndt.    Its  final  fete 
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not  however  at  iasae.  What  the 
had  to  determine  was,  whether  or  not  it 
ahould  be  suspended  during  the  continu- 
ance  of  the  Alien  bill. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  rose,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  strongly  supporting  the  petition. 
lie  could  not  conceive  it  possible  that  the 
House,  if  it  had  the  least  regard  to  prin- 
ciple, if  it  was  not  determined  to  act  in 
violation  of  all  law  and  all  justice,  would 
not  consent  to  appoint  a  committee  for 
the  investigation  of  the  subiect.  Since  he 
had  had  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  had 
never  seen  a  petition  of  greater  import- 
ance, considering  the  nature  of  it  initself, 
and  considering  the  extraordinary  doc- 
trines '  which  had  been  just  advanced 
by  the  noble  secretary  of  state.  The 
noble  lord  had  said,  that  there  was  no  oc- 
casion to  refer  the  petition  to  a  comnste- 
tee»  because  the  House  knew  all  the 
facts  of  the  case.  The  House  did  not 
loiow  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  noble  lord 
himself  did  not  know  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  noble '  lord  had  asserted,  that  if  an 
alien  bought  and  held  stock  of  the  bank  of 
Scotland  for  twenty-four  hours,  he  became 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  natural 
born  subject.  How  did  the  noble  lord 
know  that  ?  Had  the  noble  lord  the  act  I 
If  the  noble  lord  was  in  possession  of  tbe 
act,  it  was  a  trick  upon  the  House  not  to 
declare  it,  but  the  noble  lord  was  quite 
mistaken,  if  he  thought  the  repeal  of  only 
one  act  necessary.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  repeal  no  less  than  five  acts  of 
parliament.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  the  individuals  in  question  were  en- 
titled to  their  claims  by  the  Scotch  act 
merely.  They  were  entitled  to  them  bv 
acts  of  parliament  passed  by  the  Englisn 
parliament.  By  an  act  of  the  Scotch  par- 
liament in  1695,  the  bank  of  Scotland  was 
created  with  a  capital  of  100,CX)M.  The 
exact  terms  of  that  act  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  state,  for  it  was  impossible,. such 
was  the  haste  of  tlie  advocates  of  the  pre- 
sent measure  to  procure  it.  In  1774, 
however,  it  being  thought  proper  to  .in- 
crease the  capital  of  the  bank  or  Scotland, 
an  act  was  passed  by  the  £nfflish  parlia^ 
ment — tbe  parliament  4>f  the  United  King^- 
dom  of  England  and  Scotland^  the  act 
of  the  14th  jof  Geo.  Srdp  c.  82,  increasing 
that  capital  to  200,000^.;  and  in  the  i7th 
section  of  that  act,  ii  was  declared  that 
the  act  of  the  Scotch  parliament  in  1695 
should  remain  in  full  force  as  to  every 
particular,  except  so  far  as  the  same 
w»  Altered  hj  tbe  itct  then  passedi 
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and  that  tbe  provisions  of  .that  act  of 
1695  should  operate  with  regard  to  the 
new  stock,  as  thev  had  operated  with 
regard    to    the    old;— in    other    words, 
that   all   purchasers  of  the  new  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  as  of  the  old 
stock,    chould  become  naturalized  sob* 
jects.     This    was    done    five     several 
times.    In  the  32d  of  Geo.  Srd,  another 
act  was  passed,  farther  increasing  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  and  in  the 
34th  of  Geo.  Srd,  another;  both  declaring 
that  ihe  act  of  1695  should  remain  in  fiau 
force  in  the  particulars  which  he  had  al- 
readv  described.    And  yet,  in  the  teeth 
of  these  repeated  acts  of  parisament,  the 
noble  lord  had  asserted  that  the  indivi- 
duals in  question  had  obtained.their  righta 
by  fraud  of  an  act  of  parliament  I  A  moat 
monstrous  assertion !    Did  tbe  noble  lord 
«—a  miobter  of  the  Crown,  high  in  tha 
confidence  of  the  PrmceBegent,««mean  to 
assert,  that  it. was  not  perfectly  justifiable 
in  those  persons  to  purchase  the  stock  in 
question,  in  order  to  become  naturaliaed  i 
Why,  it  was  the  advantage  hdd  out  ia 
order  to  induce  aliens  to  become  proprie- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  Scotland  stock,    w  hen 
the  bank  of  Scotland,  was  established  which 
was  a  year  before  the  establishmentby  char^ 
ter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  it  was  a  boon 
offered  to  aliens  to  tempt  them  to  become 
proprietors.    This  boon  the  individuals  in 
question  had  accepted^  and  now  tha  noble 
lord  called  that  acceptance  a  fraud  on  an 
act  of  parliament !  To  take  it  away  would 
be   a  fraud  on  the  part   of  parliament 
{[Hear,  hear!].    Parliament  had  offered 
certain  conditions  to  aliens ;  and  when, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  parliament,  they 
accepted  them,  parliament  withdrew  ita 
part  of  the  consideration,  and  put   the 
alien  purchaser  in  the  situation  of.  being 
compelled  to  sell  the  stock  which  he  had 
pvrdiased  for  a  particular  purpose,  at  the 
reduced  price  to  which  it  must  necessarily 
be  lowered.  The  noble  lord  had  appealed 
to  precedents  and  to  past  times ;  and  es- 
pecially to  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Did 
the  House  recollect  what  was  done  in  that 
reign?    In  the  seventh  of  Anne  it  was 
enacted,  that  all  Protestants  were.on  land- 
ing in  this  country  to  become  naturaliaed 
[Hear!   from  lord  C]    He  knew  the 
meaning  of  the  noble  lord's  cheer.    The 
act  of  the  7th  of  Anne  was  thought  incon- 
venient, and  so  it  was  repealed.    But  hew 
was  it  repealed?    Did  the  statesmen  ef 
that  day  dare  to  take  away  the  privilesea 
which  had  already  bepn  conferred  I    Nc 
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The  bill  was  prosptetife  m  its  enaetmenti.  I 
lu  operfttion  wm  not  to  oomnieDoe  until 
after  die  pasBing  of  the  act.  Three 
months  were  allowed  to  foreign  Protes* 
tantsto  come  and  take  benefit  of  the  law, 
by  rendering  themselves  entitled  to  the  pri- 
vueges  of  natural  born  subjects.  A  thing 
ao  oxtraraganty  so  contrary  to  all  law, 
so  completely  in  in  violation  of  all  justioe, 
was  never  thought  of  before  the  time  of 
the  noble  lord  and  his  cdlleagues.  And 
what  was  wone  was»  that  it  emanated  from 
tiiat  branch  of  the  legislature  which  was 
the  supreme  court  of  justice  in  the  coun- 
try [Hear»  hear!]— *that  it  proceeded 
from  men  who  filled  the  highest  judicial 
offices  ■  who  took  an  oath  to  administer 
justice  widi  impartiality  [Hear^  hear  1 1. 
Those  persons  took  indeed*  <<  a  short  cut?* 
as  the  noble  brd  called  it.  They  did  not 
even  venture  to  introduce  the  proposition 
in  a  bill»  where  it  would  be  repeatedly  dis- 
cussedy  but  took  care  that  there  should  be 
only  ene4|oestioo  upon  it,  by  making  it  an 
addition  to  a  bill  already  discussed.  IMuch 
stress  was  fieouently  laid^n  the  forms  of 
parliament.  Here  all  forms  had  been 
violated.  The  House  of  Commons  sent 
to  the  House  of  Lords  a  bill  continuing 
an  existing  law ;  the  Hoose  of  Lords  re- 
turned it  with  the  repesl  of  an  existins 
law  FHear,  hear !].  And  this  they  called 
an  addition  to  the  bill !  By  this  proceed- 
ing they  told  the  House  of  Commons, 
**  either  the  bill  to  which  you  have  agreed, 
shall  not  pass  into  a  law  at  all,  or  it  shall 
be  accompanied  by  an  amendment  which 
we  have  added  to  it,  and  which  is  wholly 
alien  to  its  original  object."  And  this  was 
done  on  the  presumption,  that  the  hurry 
at  the  close  ot  a  session,  would  prevent  tlie 
House  of  Commons  from  having  any  alter* 
native.  A  monstrous  proceedmc  THear, 
hear  1].  There  was  anotherviewof  the  case 
pUsh  was  most  important.  He  did  not  pro- 
ftss  to  be  very  learned  in  the  law  of  parlia* 
nent,  but  unless  he  utteriy  mistoolc  that 
law,  he  conceived  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons could  not  consistendy  widi  its  pri* 
vfleges,  agaee  to  this  amendment.  For 
observe  what  was  its  effect.  To  subject 
a  large  det cription  of  persons  to  the  mien 
duties.  This  was  one  part  of  its  injustice. 
Another  was  the   foneitufe  of  estates. 


Suppose  among  the   forty-nine   net 
who  had  availed  themselves  of  tne  act, 
there  were  some  who  had  done  so  for  the 

ekrpose  of  purchasing  estates.    Was  the 
ouse  aware,  that  the  efleciof  this  clause 
would  be  to  make  those  peiaoiis  forfeit 


the  estates  so  purchased?  If  aware, 
would  it  be  so  ref^udless  of  every  prind* 
pie  of  law  and  justice  as  to  consent  to  the 

Eroposition  ?    Reverting,  however,  to  the 
iw  of  parliament,  he  observed,  that  hm 
bad  been  looking  into  authoritic»  to  see 
how  that  law  stood  with  respect  to  the 
circumstance  to  wUdi  he  had  recenUy 
adverted ;  and  he  found  that  the  House, 
of  Commons  bad  refected  amendments 
made  by  the  House  of  Lords,  that  were 
much  more  remotdy  connected  widi  the 
privileges  of  the  Commons  with  respect  to 
money  regulations   than  this  clause  by 
which  alien  duties  were  imposed.    The 
last  precedent  in  Mr.  Hatsell's  work,  was 
in  1791,  when  the  House  of  Commons 
threw  out  a  bill  returned  to  them  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  regulating  the  distri- 
bution of  rewards  in  caies  of  felony,  b^ 
the  House  of  Lords  had  diminished  one  of 
therewards  of  4(ML    The  House  of  Com- 
mons rejected  this  as  an  interference  with 
their  privileges.    But  how  inferior  an  in« 
tcorfiBrence  wss  it  to  the  present,  in  whidi 
^e  House  of  Lords  oroposed  to  tax  indi« 
vidnals?    In  1787  tne  House  of  Lords 
made  an  amendment  to  a  bill  sent  up  to 
them  from  the  House  of  Commons  re* 
spectmg  Horsham  gaol,  which  amend* 
ment  was  to  the  efixS,  that  Horsham  gaol 
should  be  repaired  in  the  same  manner  aa 
other  gsols.    On  this,  the  bill.was  thrown 
out  by  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  because 
the  amendment  imposed  on  individuals 
the  payment  of  money.    It  was  one  of 
the   most  important  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  one  which  ought 
to  be  vigilandy  guarded,  to    originate 
money  biDs,  and  he  did  conceive  tlut  the 
present  was  a  case  in  which  that  privilege 
ought  te  be  strongly  asserted— Tbe  act 
respecting  die  stocx   of  the   Bank  of 
Scodand,  was  only  one  of  many  acts  ia 
which  pariiament  had  held  out  to  aliens 
the  advantage  of  becoming  naturaliBed. 
Service   by  aliens    in    the    fleet    and 
the  army,  residence  of  aliens  in  the  co- 
lonies at  various  periods,  were  by  acts  of 
parliament  rewarded   by  confetring  on 
them  tfaeprtfilms  of  natural  bom  sub- 
jects.   The  nobm  lord,  in  justificaiioo  of 
the  retrospective  character  of  the  daose, 
had  referred  to  the  act  by  which  actions 
against  the  clergy  for  noiwesidence  were 
suspended.    He  (  Sir.  S.  R.)  did  not  con* 
ceive  that  that  act  was  altoflether  justifi- 
able, although  there  were  arcumstancaa 
whkh  lessened  the  objections  to  it;  but 
at  any  rate  it  ought  to  be  remembeied 
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thm  il  was  tiM  pttiie4  withoial  Imriag 
tfao  iadifidhuil  vho  uta  to  be  a&otedhy  it. 
Ha  v»a  aura  thatiiiitdt  occumd  Iq  maoy 
luan.  mmkm>9t  y^ho  agretd  to  that  aet» 
Ihat  it  woold  be  adduced  aa  a  pveoadant 
lA  a  aase  Uke  the  preient.  ThusH«N»» 
that  aaailiAg  themielf  ea  of  preeadaat  after 
jmoadeaty  tne  noble  lord  aadhis  eolleagtiea 
proceeded  step  by  atejp  (a  lATade  and  de* 
•aray  the  liberties  of  the  paaple  [Hear» 
hear !}•  I  do  aeb  knov  ^said  Sir  Siunuel) 
vhatoovnethe  Hoase  la  abool  te  tak« 
OA  thia  aubjeot,  although  I  canaot  help 
aaapaethig  what  that  eaaiia  will  ba^a 
ooone  utterly  unwarrantable  to  the  iadi* 
^daala  aiere  immediately  ooneemed,  aad 
utterly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  all  par* 
Ikiaeatary  prooeedingi  Deeply  iiiTeiTed 
aa  our  pririteges  are  in  this  auestion,  yet 
as  this  parliament  will  ia  aU  probability 
be  dissolved  in  a  very  short  periad,  I  fear 
its  last  aet  will  be  aa  act  of  sigaal  bjuttice. 
Sach>  Sir,  will  be  a  fit  dose  for  the 

eitar  part  of  our  preceediqga.  Appro* 
diog  that  we  are  whtfa  a  very  few 
beona  of  the  termiaation  of  aar  politieal 
efxistencOf  before  the  moment  of  dissolo* 
tion  arwraa,  let  us  recollect  far  adial  deeds 
wa  hawe  to  account.  Let  us  reeoUeet 
that  we  are  the  parliament  whieh,  for  Ae 
first  time  ia  the  history  of  this  countiy, 
twioe  suspended  the  Habeas  Corpus  act 
ia  a  pavied  of  profound  peace.  Let  us 
raoaUeot  that  we  are  the  oonfldiaff  parlia* 
meat  whioh  intrusted  his  majesty^  ounis* 
tors  with  the  authority  omanatiag  froas 
that  suapensioni  in  expectation  that  whea 
it  was  no  longer  wanted,  they  would  call 

CUameat  together  to  surrender  it  into 
Ir  haads«^which  those  miaisterf  did 
not  dei»  although  they  aubsequeatly  ac^ 
haowtedged  that  the  aeeesnty  for  retoin« 
fog  Aat  power  had  long  ceased  to  exist. 
Let  08  reoallect  that  we  are  the  same  pisr* 
Uaasent  which  consented  to  indemnify  his 
nuuesty's  ministers  for  the  abuses  imd 
violations  of  the  law  of  which  they  had 
bean  guil^,  in  the  exeroisa  of  the  autho* 
rity  vestea  in  them.  Let  us  recollect  that 
w#  are  the  same  parliament  which  refused 
to  inquire  into  the  grievances  staled  in 
die  Bomerous  petilions  and  memorials  with 
which  our  table  graaaed-p«that  we  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  oomplaints  of  the  op- 
pKseed«wthat  we  even  amused  ourselves 
with*  their  suflbrings.  Let  us  reeolleet 
that  we  are  the  same  parliament  which 
aanotioned  the  use  of  spes  aad  informers 
by  the  British  goiemmeat-«.debasing  that 
gaaaraaMBt,  onee  ao  eelebrated  fiir  good 


BUL 


[I97ff 


faith  and  heaaor,  iato  ^  eoaditioa  lower 
in  ehaiaclee  than  thatafthe  aniieat  F^enck 
pohce.  Let  as  aecoUeet  that  we  are  tha 
same  parliamaat  adiieh  saactioased  the  is* 
aaing  of  a  Civoufair  letter  te^  the  magis 
traay  of  tha  eoaatry^  by  a  secretary  of 
aftaU,  ureing  theas  to  hold  peiaona  to  bail 
far  libel  before  an  indietment  was  fiiaikL 
Lot  us  reeoUeet  that  we  are  the  samapar^ 
lianseat  which  aanetioned  the  sending  out 
of  the  opwian  af  the  hing's  altoraey-ge* 
neral  aad  tha  hing'a  salicitos*geiieral»  as 
thalawoftbehmdl  Letusreeetteetthat 
we  are  the  same  parlisment  which  sane* 
tiaaed  the  shuttin|»  of  the  porta  of  this 
onoe  hospitabia  nation  to  umrtanate  fii« 
veigners  flying  ftmrn  peiaeoatieo  m  their 
own  caantry.  This^  cUsv  is  what  wa  ha«| 
done;  and  we  are  about  to  crown  att  by 
the  presfBt  most  violent  and  moat  anjoa* 
tifiame  act,  Who  awr  suoecssars  any  be 
I  kaow  not  9  bat  Oadgraat  that  rtiia  eon* 
try  may  never  sea  another  parVameat  aa 
regardfesa  of  Ae  Kbevtiea  aad  vighta  of  tha 
people,  and  of  the  priadplea  of  geaeaal 
justioe^  as  this  parliament  basbaaa  [Load 
criaa  of  Hear,  hear  I}* 

The  A$iam£y  GetmiU  draied  tha  pasi* 
tion  of  the  hon.  aad  learned  gentleman, 
that  beeouse  tha  capital  of  the  Baak  of 
Scotland  had  at  various  timea  been  ia- 
oreased  by  acts  of  the  English  pariiameBt, 
aliens  derived  the  rkhta  in  question  firom 
the  English  acta  and  not  from  the  Scotch 
act.  They  destved  those  rights  eathely 
from  the  origiaal  act  of  the  Scotch  per* 
Uaraent :  on  the  Soetch  law,  and  oa  tha 
Scotch  law  alone  the  right  stood.  News 
with  respeot  to  the  law  itself,  the  Soetch 
act  of  IfiSS  was  eontiwry  in  its  regakriesMi 
tothegeaeral  principle  of  all  aatoraUaa* 
tioa  bilb  adopted  ia  this  country ;  far  it 
was  without  any  rcatrietioa  with  referenoa 
eidier  to  rdigioa,  to  country,  or  to  aay 
other  circumstance.  The  naturaHaatiea 
acts  for  aliens  serving  fo#  certain  periods 
ia  our  fleets  and  armies,  retiding  m  oar 
ia&nt  colonies,  Ac.  all  reouired,  first,  that 
those  aliens  should  be  Protestants;  sa« 
eondly,  that  they  should  underoo  eertaia 
ceremonies.  That  respectmg  auens  in  the 
colonies,  required  a  previoos  residence  of 
seven  years,  and  the  taking  of  the  oath  of 
alle^ance.  Not  so  the  Scotch  act.  Any 
foreigner,  of  whatever  retigion,  firom  what* 
ever  quarter  of  the  world  ne  might  come, 
might,  by  the  purchase  of  a  certain  qoan* 
tity  of  Bank  or  Scotland  stock  becouM  aa* 
turaliaed.  In  the  seven  years  war  an  aet 
of  pariiaaseat  passed  to  naturpKae  allena 
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wli#lMid  Mf^  dMe^HM  m  ImmA  hit 
HMi)«it7^  Mf^^  but  «  t^ffutiA  ptoelftnit- 
tidn  firotti  4id  king  wit  MMNttrj  fbk»  that 
pttfjMii^  Eten  tfa6MiCQt«  df t^eM  AMie 
««quired  €«ftiin  ifWilifilfttlMi.  Lei  ttie 
il6uM  todt  tft  fiift  |>fMiiiible  of  the  MiCtte 

S.wtiieh  tbtt^tfttate  wag  repedM,  Mid 
•y  woftld  «ee  the  adcuowledgttetit  ef 
Ike  miftiake  SMe  «vMch  the  letisteMi^ 
#Miiid  tkey  bed  bete  belrayed  byvielr  H- 
bcrftlity.  By  tbe  fill  ef  Anne,  t!.  B,  it 
wee  enacted  mt  ail  fomSgnen  taking  eer- 
toiiii  <eetbe  aheidd  be  deeMed  nMttftl  bem 
aubjea«v  they  eeMeetieg  te  reeei^e  the 
monaoieBt  cff  ^o  Proteataoffi  dhurth.  Ifa 
ae  ihoit « fyeiiod  aa  tkre^yveri  after)  an- 
oiker  act  wae  {tailed  repefiling  the  act  ef 
the  Yth  of  Aaiie»  the  |manMe  df  which 
reeited  the  misohieb  aad  iviconireiMCtteiei 
of  the  latter.  It  was  true  that  thii  re- 
])ealing  act  was  met  retnDapeetite,  tier 
was  it  to  eperaie  inanediately  on  the  pasa- 
jfeiff  of  the  Dill,  ftut  why  P  Because  the 
7th  of  Anne  was  an  invitatiob  to  cettain 
^ersens  to  come  to  thta  €oiliiiryi  who  had 
inmiediately  cone  m  cooae^tfocey  aad 
taken  the  advantage  ef  the  act  [Hear, 
iiear  !]•  Did  the  gentl^meii  oppii>site 
mean  to  aay,  that  any  thing  like  this  waa 
the  case  Sn  the  present  instance  i  The 
Scotch  act  was  absolutely  found  out  for 
the  purpose  of  making  that  use  of  it  which 
had  been  made.  From  the  period  of  pass- 
ing the  first  alien  bill  in  179S,  down  to  this 
fresent  1818,  he  woukl  ask  those  gentle> 
men  if  they  ever  beard  of  this  Scotch  act  i 
Nobody  would  state  that  it  was  ever 
thought  of  until  recently.  It  wms  almost 
obsolete.  There  was  notbinff,  therefore, 
ia  the  present  case  similar  to  mat  cited  by 
the  hoA.  and  learned  gentleman  in  the 
teign  of  queen  Anne.  Why  should  the 
petition  be  referred  to  a  committee  f  The 
tacts  which  were  staled  in  it  were  not 
controverted.  What  would  the  commit* 
tee  have  to  ioqaire  into  ?  To  the  ap* 
pointment  of  such  a  committee  he  should 
therefore  object.  As  to  the  merit  of  the 
clause,  that  was  a  diflerent  question,  on 
which  he  had  formed  hu  opinion,  but  with 
which  opinion  he  would  forbear  troubling 
the  House  at  that  timoi  reserving  himself 
for  the  time  when  that  question  should  be 
distinctly  before  them. 

Mr.  fV.  Smith  apprehended,  that  the 
great  argument  against  the  injustice  of 
the  clause  rested  on  its  ex  pottjado  na- 
ture. There  was  no  doubt  that  the  peti- 
tioners had  acquired  the  privilege  held 
out  to  them  by  the  ael.    That  private  i 


fM|>airured  thuni  to  hapVK  gMAi  tafo 
tbb  uosBicry  at  a  low«r  iMcy  Ctaea  in  their 
prior  tiolaiustd  4n  kllsna.  Tb  deprive 
thftti  of  thii  righlnpMai^  on  ttie  flioe  t>f 
k  to  bt  a  gflfts  tMaAM  of  justiee^  nod 
w  ei|nallf  ^oik  telrfen  nf  the  prhrBegea 
oi  that  Hovse  ib  MoiieT  taacteri^  Amu 
an  net  could  b«  )iistSfied  only  hf  iiacea- 
sity,  and  a  eMMUfitioe  trae  the  phioe  to  hh 
wnre  into  the  extent  of  thai  neeelMily. 
IF  it  caoM  be  ptif^d  that  the  for^^atoa 
persons  in  Question  wem  the  grasrteit 
traitors  in  the  wofld»  ttd  that  the  rights 
they  had  gihiet  wttt  caletihitetf  to  Ml' 
duoe  ineonvenienee  so  aerioiA,  that  It 
woiM  bo  better  to  vlolaie  ^e  privilagea 
of  that  Housoi  nod  the  diirtalos  o^  oeaa- 
aom  joMioe,  thsn  to  aNdw  them  to  i^tahi 
those  r^tty  tet  it  be  so$  bnt  dieoonrndt- 
toe  was  the  only  plaee  hiwhfoh  dtebiqahy 
bouM  be  carried  da. 

The  ChamctUor  if  Ae  SactAefuer  dU 
not  perceive  that  the  introduction  of  the 
clause  by  the  Honae  of  Lords  was  any  fai- 
fVitMrement  of  the  privileges  of  ttie  muse 
of  Commons,  with  reference  to  mon^ 
matters.  He  wished  the  hon.  aad  learned 
gentleman  would  point  out  what  were  the 
alien  duties  whioh|  in  his  opinion,  gave  to 
the  dauae  that  character. 

8tr  8.,Ramiiy  roiliedi  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  haa  imposed  a*  Sinaulsnr 
task  on  him,  aad  one  which  he  had  net 
the  means  of  executiDg*-*to  point  Out  the 
particidar  duties  he  fihided  to.  It  was 
notorious  that  it  was  a  great  object  with 
foiteign  merchants  m  thb  country  to  eh« 
tafaa  exemption  from  those  duties.  Would 
the  right  nbn.  gentleman  pledge  himaeC 
that  tbere  were  no  alien  aoties  lb  exta^ 
tenoe. 

The  don^rfbr  of  ike  ExtAeqtkr  ntdd  ho 
would  not  take  upon  himself  poaitivdy  t# 
assert  that  there  mlj^t  not  be  alien  dutiea. 
IVhat  he  had  said  was,  that  he  was  not 
nwaie  of  the  existence  of  any. 

Mr.  F.  D9mgU$  wished  to  nmk^  one 
observation.  It  appeared,  betareen  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  and  the  ri[^it  hon* 

Sntleman,  to  be  peifcctly  uncertain  who* 
er  there  were  alien  duties  or  not.  In 
this  uncertainty  how  ooidd  the  Iftnise 
condode  against  the  motion  for  Inquity  f 
Sir  A.  i^ggoH  dbmnedt  thai  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  not  undertake  to 
affirm  that  such  things  as  aUeo  duties  ex* 
isted.  There  were  some  bon.  gentlemen 
near  him  (Sir  A.  PIgcotI)  who  were  per  • 
fectlr  raaay  so  sute  &ai  they  dad.  Were 
a  public  purpoae  only  at  issooi  thte  point 
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ought  to  be  aecertained  by  iiiquRj ;  how 
.mach  more  so  wken  the  n^u  of  JncUvi- 
.  duali  were  aboot  to  be  operated  upoo ! 
Were  there  no  eliea  dutiee  in  the  city  of 
London?  Would  the  attorney-general 
deny  that  there  were?  Would  the.hon*  and 
learned  gentleman  deny  abo  that  if  an 
alien  puraiased  land^he  could  not  hold 
it?  If  a. natural  bom  aubject  purchased 
land  it  was  his  own.  If  an  alien  por- 
diased  land  he  was  only  a  trustee  for  the 
long,  and  might  be  dispossessed  at  any 
time.  Now,  when  the  situation  of  indivi- 
duals was  thus  changine,  and  their  pro- 
perty was  subjecting  to  forfeiture,  was  it 
the  House  of  Commons  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  this  violation  of  right  should 
be  allpwed  without  inquiry,  and  that  by 
the  same  deed  those  privileges  should  be 
abandoned,  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
been  tenacious  even  to  pedantry — which 
they  had  watched  and  guarded  with  a  vi- 
gilance proportionate  to  their  sense  of 
their  value?    In  addition  to  the  instances 

auoted  by  his  hon,  and  learned  friend  of 
be  jealousy  evinced  by  the  House  of 
Commons  of  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  other  House  of  Parliament  with 
money  matters,  he  would  mention  a  case 
which  occurred  in  1807,  when  an  act 
passed  by  the  House  of  Lords  merely  to 
relieve  an  Irish  Catholic  ofGcer  from  the 
penalties  of  the  Test  act,  which  attached 
to  him  in  this  country,  although  they  did 
not  attach  to  him  in  Ireland,  was  rejected 
by  the  House  of  Commons  as  an  encroach- 
ment on  their  privileges.  Were  there  no 
other  obiections  than  these,  it  would  ap- 
pear to  him  astonishing  that  the  House 
could  entertun  the  clause  sent  down  to 
them.  But  what  was  the  bill  ?  He  knew 
not.  He  had  never  before  seen  a  bill 
purporting  to  repeal  an  act  of  parliament, 
m  which  the  act  which  it  was  intended  to 
repeal  had  not  been  stated.  He  would  ask 
the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  whether  in 
the  whole  of  their  parliamentary  experi- 
ence ihej  had  ever  heard  of  such  a  thmg  ? 
such  had  never  been  the  case  even  when 
the  original  object  of  a  bill  was  the  re- 
peal of  an  act ;  but  the  extraordinary  pro- 
vision under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  was  attached  to  a  bill  which  ex- 
bted  for  25  years,  without  the  occurrence 
of  any  inconvenience  from  the  want  of 
that  provi«ion.  The  other  brsnch  of  the 
legislature,  however,  was  in  sudi  a  hurry, 
that  it  could  no  longer  tolerate  the  act  or 
acts  (for  it  knew  not  which)  in  question. 
It  was  SO  intolerant  of  that,  of  the  nature 
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of  whicJi  it  was  ignorant,  that  it  could  not 
pass  the  bill  without  adding  to  it  this  ce- 
lebrated  clause.     And   what   was    this 
dause?   Did  any  man  know  what  it  was  ? 
It  stated,  that  any  man  naturaliaed,  or 
who  might  claim  to  be  naturalized  (twa 
very  different   propositions),   since    the 
28tn  of  April  last,  should  be  subject  to 
such   and  such    disabilities.    And   why 
since  the  28th  of  April  last  ?    He  knew 
not.    Why  not  since  the  27th,  or  since 
the  Slst,  or  since  the  1st  i    What  right 
had  he,  silting  there  in  utter  ignorance  of 
any  ground  for  the  proceeding,  to  consent 
to  deprive  any  persons  of  property,  to 
which  they  had  as  good  a  claim  as  he  had 
to  his  own  ?    What  right  had  he  to  visit 
another  with  a  law  destructive  of  hit  in- 
terest, while  he  did  not  fail  to  take  care  of 
his  own  i    The  attorney*general  had  cited 
several  Alien  acts.    He  had  alluded  par- 
ticularly to  one  passed  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  and  repealed  three  ^ars  af- 
terwards.   But  though  repealed  in  three 
years,  it  had  been  enjoyed  for  three  veara* 
It  had  been  eojoyed  until  the  legislature 
thought  fit  on  adequate  grounds  to  re- 
peal it.    In  the  acts  respecting  alieoa 
settling  in  our  colonies,  the  legislature 
acted  with  due  deliberation.    As  to  the 
number  of  persons  concerned,  of  what 
importance  was  it  to  tell  him  that  there 
were  only  forty-nine?    Were  there  but 
one,  his  rights  ought  to  be  sacredly  res- 
pected.   The  law  about  to  be  abrogated, 
had  existed  so  long  without  inconveni- 
ence— The  constitution  had  not  been  ea- 
daittered,  no  conspiracy  had  been  proved 
agamst   these   individtmls.    Why,  ^  then, 
were  they  to  be  deprived  of  their  rights  ? 
He  utterly  denied  tne  assertion  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  that  the  right  stood 
on  the  Scotch  act  of  parliament.    Five 
acts  of  the  English  parliament  had  given 
to  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land^  as  that  bank  increased  in  c&(>ital,  aU 
the  privileges  to  which  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank,  when  it  was  .originally  insti- 
tuted, with  a  capital  of  100,000/.,  were 
entitled.  If  it  were  only  for  this  clause,  he 
should  object  most  decidedly  to  this  act ; 
but  he  objected  to  it  altogether.    The 
House  will  however  remember,  that  they 
had  the  power  in  their  own  hands  of  rejecting 
the  clause :  it  was,  as  it  seemed  to  him, 
an  interference  with  the  privileees  of  that 
House  in  money  matters,  and  therefore 
he  must  protest  against  it,  and  propoie 
to  the  House  to  reject  this  amendment. 
Mr.  Canning  said,  he  did  not  intend 
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to  foUow  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  I 
through  the  whole  of  his  speecn.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  in  the  latter  part  of 
It,  he  had  stated  a  proposition  which,  if 
true,  would  entirely  settle  the  question  at 
ifsue.  If  the  clause  which  the  oiher 
House  had  introduced  into  the  bill  would 
expose  those  persons  to  higher  penalties 
than  were  intended,  then  it  would  affect 
the  privileges  of  this  House.  He  had  re- 
cently taken  a  part  in  a  debate  in  which 
'  he  had  endeavoured  to  justify  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  House,  but  be  would 
never  lose  sight  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
a  member.  He  should,  therefore,  now 
appeal  to  the  chair ;  and  if  the  speaker 
should  declare,  that  there  were  privileges 
of  that  House  with  which  the  other  House 
ought  not  to  interfere,  but  which  had  been 
interfered  with  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  should  concur  in  opinion  that  this 
House  ought  not  to  agree  to  the  clause. 
He  wished,  therefore,  before  the  debate 
proceeded  any  farther,  to  hear  the  opi« 
nion  of  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  being  so  called 
on^  he  felt  himself  bound  to  state  the  light 
in  which  he  viewed  this  question.  It  was 
an  important  rule  of  that  House,  not  only 
not  to  permit  any  interference  of  the 
other  House  either  in  imposing  duties  or 
taxes,  or  in  enacting  of  penalties  or  for- 
feitures, but  also  not  to  permit  the  med- 
dling in  any  other  way  than  the  correction 
of  literal  errors,  with  the  bills  on  these 
subjects,  sent  up  to  them  from  this  House. 
As  far  as  he  could  collect,  there  were 
certain  duties  attached  to  aliens  in  this 
country,  as  traders,  and  a  forfeiture  by 
the  existing  law,  in  case  aliens  should  ac* 
quire  any  real  property  in  this  country. 
On  becoming  subjects  of  this  country  they 
were  entitled  to  exemption  from  those  du- 
ties on  alien  traders,  and  a  remission  of 
the  penalty  in  the  way  of  forfeiture.  It 
appeared,  then,  that  the  amendments  of 
the  other  House  might  in  this  way  be  con- 
sidered as  interfering  with  what  was  the 
peculiar  privilege  of  that  House.  But 
there  was  one  point  which  excited  a  doubt 
in  his  mind,  and  that  was,  that  having 
stated  that  aliens,  on  becoming  subjects, 
were  entitled  to  relief  from  certain  duties, 
as  well  as  to  relief  from  the  imposition  of 
a  penalty  or  forfeiture  on  the  acquisition 
of  property,  the  natural  course  of  natura- 
lization bills  was  their  originating  in  the 
House  of  Lords;  and  so  far  they  might  be 
considered  as  giving  a  relief  from  penalty, 
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and  remission  of  duties.  At  the  same 
time  he  did  not  state  this  as  sufficient  iq 
counterbalance  the  arguments  urged  oii 
the  other  side.  He  had  to  say,  that,  but 
for  this  difficulty  of  naturalization  bills 
originating  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  amendment  of  this 
bill  regarded  subjects  which  fell  within  thi^ 
description  of  those  which  the  House  con- 
sidered as  belonging  peculiarly  to  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  fVi/nn  considered  that  the  circum* 
stanceof  naturalization  bills  originating  in 
the  House  of  Lords  did  not  affect  the  deci- 
sion of  the  present  question.  A  naturaliza- 
tion bill  enabled  a  person  to  acquire  property 
in  this  country,  but  by  the  present  clause 
persons  who  had  acquired  property  under 
the  existing  law  in  this  country,  would 
be  deprived  of  that  property.  It  seemed 
clear,  that  the  clause  was  of  such  a  nai- 
ture  as  fell  within  the  description  of  at)f 
interference  with  the  privileges  of  the 
House* 

Loi^  Castlereagh  said,  that  on  considei'' 
'ing  the  opinion  which  had  been  pro' 
nounced  by  the  chair,  and  the  informa^ 
tion  given  by  the  hon.  member  who  spoke 
last,  he  felt  there  was  but  one  course  for 
him  to  pursue,  namely,  not  to  press  the 
amendments  introduced  into  the  bill  by 
the  Lords  [Hear,  hear !]. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  gratifying  to  the  House,  than  to 
•hear  the  noble  lord  state  so  candidly  his 
sentiments  on  this  subject. 

Sir  «/.  Mackintosh  wished  to  suggest  tpt 
his  right  hon.  friend  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tierney  then  withdrew  his  motion, 
and  lord  Castlereagh  moved  that  the  Lords 
Amendments  to  the  Alien  bill  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

Sir  S.  Romillu  said,  that  the  Lords  had 
introduced  a  clause  into  this  bill,  which, 
it  appeared  to  him,  the  House  would 
feel  themselves  bound  to  reject.  He  be- 
lieved that,  in  all  cases  where  the  House 
of  Lords  had  introduced  a  clause  into  a 
money  bill,  it  had  been  the  practice  of 
that  House  to  throw  out  the  bill.  He  had 
paid  some  attention  to  this  point  in  the 
course  of  the  morning,  and  had  found  se- 
veral cases  to  this  effect.  He  quoted  three 
precedents.  The  first,  of  a  clause  added 
to  a  com  bill,  the  second,  extending  the 
penalties  provided  in  a  game  bill,  and  the 
third  directing  the  repairs  of  a  gaol  to  be 
carried  on  in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Wunn  observed,  that  when  a  biUf 

(4  N) 


128S]      HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Was  introduced  into  this  House,  which 
vas  in  any  respect  a  money  bill,  tlien  if 
the  Lords  made  any  amendment,  the  Cona- 
moDS  rejected  the  bill  altogether.  But  it 
was  doubtful  to  him,  whether  the  Lords 
had  not  power  to  make  an  amendment  in 
a  bill  which  had  passed  that  House,  and 
which  was  not  strictly  a  money  bill.  It 
would  be  for  the  House  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  bill  now  before  them  came  within 
the  description  of  a  money  bill. 

Mr.  Bathurst  saw  no  occasion  to  throw 
out  the  bill  altogether;  it  would  be  enough 
to  getxid  of  the  amendment  which  involved 
penalties  and  forfeitures. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  as  there  seem- 
ed to  be  some  difficulty  in  this  matter,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
and  the  property  of  individuals,  and  dif- 
ferent opinions  had  been  given,  they 
should  not  proceed  too  hastily.  There 
could  be  no  inconvenience  in  deferring  the 
subject  till  to-morrow,  and  iA  the  mean 
time  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to 
search  for  precedents.  • 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  serious  doubt  as  to  the  clause 
being  an  inroad  on  their  privileges,  and 
postponement  might  lead  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  doubt  did  exist.  When  the  bill 
was  sent  up  to  the  Lords,  it  was  not  a 
money  bill ;  the  Lords  had  added  a  clause 
to  it,  imposing  penalties  on  the  subject ; 
the  Commons  dissented  from  the  clause, 
but  that  furnished  no  reason  for  destroying 
the  whole  bill.  The  objectionable  part 
might  be  removed  by  a  conference. 

Sir  J.  Mackintosh  conceived  that  they 
were  bound  to  adhere  to  the  established 
law  and  usage  of  parliament.  But  were 
there  no  precedents  directly  applicable 
to  the  present  case,  he  should,  on  the 
ground  of  general  reason,  think  there 
were  stronger  grounds  for  rejecting  the 
present  bill  than  one  which  came  within 
tlie  description  of  a  money  bill.    It  ap- 

Seared  to  nim  that  this  was  a  much  more 
angerous.  encroachment  on  their  privi- 
leges. If  a  design  really  were  entertained 
by  the  other  House  to  infringe  on  their 
privileges,  what  would  be  the  course  they 
would  pursue  i  Why,  surely,  by  the  inser- 
tion  of  grants  of  money  in  a  pface  where 
it  would  not  be  suspected. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  nothing  was 
better  establidied  than  the  distinction  be- 
tween money  bills,  and  bills  with  money 
clauses.  In  the  former,  any  the  slightest 
amendment  by  the  Lords,  excepting  the 
correction  of  an  error  in  the  printing,  was 
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fatal;  but  it  was  not  so  in  the  latter,  uii-> 
Jess  the  amendment  was  made  in  the  mo- 
ney clauses.  If  such  a  bill  did  come  down, 
with  the  clauses  amended,  the  course  was 
to  reject  the  amendment,  but  not  the  bill 
s^nt  up.    He  begged  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  one  case  amon^ 
the  otheA  that  bore  on  the  present.     A 
militia  bill  was  sent  up  to  the  other  House 
in  1813,  containing,  among  other  amend- 
ments, the  insertion  of  an  entire  clause, 
which  was  on  the  second  reading  here  re- 
jected.   A  conference  was  held— the  rea- 
son of  rejection  was  clear,  namely,  that 
the  Commons  could  not  agree  to  an  alter- 
ation in  a  money  bill ;  but  in  the  explana- 
tion, at  the  conference,  the  clause  was 
said  to  be  inadmissible^first,  as  being 
unnecessary — and  the  managers  added, 
the  Commons  decline  offering  any  other 
reasons  at  present.  He  apprehended  such 
was  the  usual  course. 

The  Lord's  Amendments  were  then 
disagreed  to  nem,  con.  and,  on  the  motion 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  Reasons.  The  said 
Reasons  were  afterwards  reported  and 
agreed  to ;  and  Mr.  Bathurst  was  dureeted 
to  desire  a  Conference  with  the  Lords. 
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Saturday^  June  6. 

Alien  Bill.]  The  Marquis  of  Lans* 
dawne  reported  that  the  managers  of  the 
Lords  had  attended  the  managers  of  the 
Commons,  and  that  lord  Binning,  on  the 

Eart  of  the  managers  of  the  Commons, 
ad  delivered  to  them  the  Alien  bill,  and 
had  stated  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
Commons  disagreed  to  an  amendment 
made  by  their  lordships  to  that  bill.  The 
Commons  declined  giving  any  reason  for 
that  disagreement,  except  that  they  con- 
sidered tneir  lordships  amendment  was 
inexpedient.  Upon  this  report  being  read, 
the  earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  **  This 
House  do  not  insist  upon  its  amendmenL" 
Earl  Grey  expressed  his  surprise  lit  the 
manner  in  which  the  report  had  been  re- 
ceived. The  bill  in  Question  had  been 
sent  down  firom  that  House  to  the  Com- 
mons, with  a  clause  which  had  been  intro- 
duced, with  an  express  allegation  that  it 
was  indispensable  to  give  the  bill  effect, 
and  their  lordships  were  called  upon,  bo 
important  was  the  clause  considered,  to 
dispense  with  their  usual  forms  in  order 
that  it  might  be  passed  with  the  greater 
celerity.    Notwithstanding  this  proceed- 
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>ng«  howerer^  now  Ihat  the  CommoiiB  had 
Uiought  proper  to  reject  the  clause,  they 
were  called  upon,  without  any  explana- 
tion! to  subscribe  to  a  resolution  which 
miliuted  entirely  against  their  former 
opinions.  For  hts  own  part,  he  thought 
the  bill  was  much  improved  by  the  omis- 
sion  of  this  clause ;  for  he  could  not  help 
coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  not 
only  impolitic,  but  unjust*  He  thought, 
in  fact,  that  every  thmg  which  went  to 
render  the  bill  inefficient  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  public  advantage*  But  when 
he  recollected  that  a  majority  of  that 
House  had  agreed  to  the  bill  in  its  amend- 
ed form,  he  considered  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  dignity,  as  a  branch  of  the 
legislature,  demanded  some  other  course 
than  that  whidi  had  been  taken.  'The 
House  of  Commons  had  not  condescended 
to  give  any  reason  for  the  rejection  of 
their  amendment,  and  yet  they  were  call- 
ed upon,  without  explanation,  to  abandon 
that,  without  which  it  had  been  strongly 
urged  the  bill  would  be  totally  ineffective. 
The  noble  earl  then  proceeded  to  com- 
ment upon  the  impropriety  of  coming  to 
this  determination  in  the  absence  of  those 
who  had  supported  the  amendment,  and 
who,  to  mamtain  their  own  consistency, 
ought  at  least  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  the  grounds  upon  which  they 
might  be  inclined  to  accede  to  this  new 
proposition.  With  these  feelinss,  and  with 
a  view  that  the  House  should  take  the 
subject  deliberately  into  their  considera- 
tion, he  would  move  as  an  amendment, 
**  That  the  fiirther  consideration  of  this 
report  be  deferred  to  Monday  next,  and 
that  the  Lords  be  summoned.*' 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  retract  one  word  of  the 
opimon  he  had  given  upon  the  importance 
of  this  clause.  Both  in  point  of  policy 
and  justice,  he  considered  it  necessary  to 
the  protection  of  the  natural  righu  of 
British  subjects.  For  if  it  were  possible 
by  a  trick,  such  as  this  clause  was  meant 
to  guard  against,  to  enable  a  foreigner  to 
obtain  all  the  rights  of  a  natural-born  sub- 
lect,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  their 
labours  for  a  century  past  for  Uie  mainte- 
nance of  those  rights.  There  might  be 
different  opinions  respecting  the  policy  to 
be  adoptea  in  the  admission  of  foreigners 
to  the  rights  of  natural-bom  subjects: 
some  might  be  for  excluding  them  alto- 
gether; others  for  admitting  them  under 
re^idatione  more  or  less  rigid;  a  third 
epmioa  might  be  that  they  should  be  ad- 


mitted without  any  limitation.    He  was 
not  now  going  to  discuss  which  of  these 
opinions  was  the  most  proper  for  a  coun- 
try to  adopt ;  for  whatever  course  might 
be   thought  preferable    with  respect  to 
aliens,  all  would  agree  that  the  legislation 
respecting  them  ought  to  be  consistent, 
ana  that  one  law  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  counteract  all  the  legislative  regulations 
adopted  on  the  subject  of  naturalization,, 
so  lon^  as  it  was  thought  fit  that  these 
regulations  should  be  continued.    Indeed, 
when  the  clause  was  discussed  by  their 
lordships,  no  one  objected  to  it  as  a  pro* 
spective  measure ;   it  was  only  its  retro- 
spective oneration  that  had  caused  a  dif- 
ference or  opinion.    He  could  scarcely 
believe  any  individual  existed  who  would 
say  that  a  hiw  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main in  force,  by  which  any  foreigner, 
however    rancorously    disposed    towards 
this  country,  mieht  at  the  expense  of  SOl. 
obtain  all  the  rights  of  a  natural-bom  sub- 
ject, without  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
or  submitting  to  any  of  the  regiuations 
which  the  legislature  thought  proper  to 
adopt  in  passmg  naturalization  bills.  This 
extraordinary  act  was  not  known  until 
April  last.    He  would  ask  their  lordships 
whether  any  of  them  supposed  the  exist- 
ence of  a  measure  by  which  a  foreigner 
who  had  purchased  stock  to  the  extent  of 
80/.  one  day,  might  sell  it  the  next  to 
another,  and  naturalize  him  also,  and  thus 
make  the  rapid  process  of  naturalization 
go  on  without  hmitation?    He  was  too 
well  convinced  of  the  loyalty  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  other  House  of  parliament  to 
suppose  that  they  would  not  apply  a  re- 
medy to  such  a  state  of  things.    The  rea- 
son assigned  at  the  conference,  that  the 
Commons  considered  the  amendment  in 
the  bill  inexpedient,  warranted  the  suppo- 
sition he  had  made.    This  expression  of 
their  sentiments  supported  the  opinion, 
that  they  would  have  no  objection  to  ac- 
complish the  same  object  in  another  way. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  objection  of 
the  Commons  did  not  apply  to  the  clause 
substantially,  but  to  its  introduction  into 
this  particular  bill.    He  therefore  thought 
that  a  distinct  measure,  having  the  same 
object,  would  be  approved  both  by  their 
lordships  and  elsewhere.    On  that  ground 
he  had  reconunended  to  their  lordships 
not  to  insut  upon  their  amendments. 

Lord  Holland,  were  it  not  for  the  state 
of  humiliation  in  which  the  House  was 
placed,  would  have  been  disposed  to  con- 
sider the  whole  proceedings  relative  f 
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the  clause  !n  question,  rather  as  a  subject 
for  mirth  and  pleasantry,  than  for  serious 
consideration.      The  whole  tendency  of 
the  noble  earl's  argument  was  to  prove 
that  their    lordships  would    have   acted 
most  preposterously  had  they  not  adopted 
this  clause,  and  that  the  Commons  nave 
done  wrong  in  refusing  tp  agree  to  it, 
and  yet  he  concluded  with  proposing  that 
it  should  now  be   rejected.    The  words 
*^  not  expedient,"  it  appeared,  had  damped 
his  cou]:age,  and  he  affected  to  believe 
that  the  Commons,  who  he  inferred  had 
acted  very  absurdly,  would,  notwithstand- 
ing, adopt  what  their  lordships  were  de- 
sired to  reject.    After  boasting  that  he 
himself  had  retracted  no  opinion,  he  had 
the  singular  modesty  to  ask  their  lord- 
ships   to    retract    all    theirs.    He   said, 
<*  You  must  now  alter  the  opinions  you 
have  solemnly  given  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause the  Commons,  who  have  just  given 
a  proof  of  their  disapprobation  of  your 
opmions,  will  be  sure  to  take  them  up  as 
soon  as  you   yourselves    reject    them.** 
This  was  a  strange  sort  of  reasoning,  and 
full  of  deep  humiliation ;  but  it  was  in  the 
criminality  more  than  in    the    inconsis- 
tency of  the  proceeding,  that  the  humi- 
liation was  to  be  found.     A  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  property  was  con^ 
tained  in  the  da  use  which  the  Commons 
had  rejected.    The  noble  earl  had  more 
than  once  spoken  of  the  trick  and  device 
by  which,  he  asserted,  certain  aliens  had 
attempted,  since  April  last,  under   the 
Scotch   act  of  parliament,    to    procure 
their  naturalization;  but  they  had  only 
availed  themsekes  of  an  existing  law; 
whereas  the  noble  earl,  in  contradiction 
to  all  the  principles  of  law  and  justice, 
proposed  to  deprive  them  of  their  pro- 
j)crty  and  rights.     But  let  not  their'  lord- 
ships "  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their 
soul/*  that  this  was  merely  an  act  of  the 
Scotch  parliament.   It  was  no  such  thing, 
though,  as  an  act  of  the  Scotch  parlia- 
ment recognized  by  the  Union,  it  was  the 
law  of  the  United  Kingdom.      It  origi- 
ginated  with  the  Scots  parliament,  but  it 
was  re-enacted  by  the  British  parliament 
in  the  year  177*.     The  noble  earl  called 
upon  any  pcrj^on  to  say,  whether  he  knew 
of  the  existence  of  this  act  before  the 
month  of  April  last?    Why  should  the 
noble  earl  ask  that  question,  or  why  sup- 
pose that  the  act  was  unknown  ?  Because 
the  noble  earl  himself  was  in  ignorance 
of  it,  was  it  to  be  unknown  to  every  other 
person  ?  But  if  it  were  true  that  nobody 
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knew  any  thing  of  the  act,  that  would  be 
a  reason,  not  lor  adopting  the  noble  earl'^v 
motion,  but  for  entering  into  an  inquiry 
on  that  point,  previously  to  a  full  consi- 
deration of  the  whole  subject.      Fortu- 
nately, violence  and  injustice  generally 
defeated  their  own  purpose,  and  in  this 
case  ministers  had  most  completely  de- 
feated themselves.     He  wished  not  to  be 
understood  as  accusing  their  lordships  of 
either  violence  or  injustice,  but  the  whole 
transaction  was  of  such  a  nature,  that  it 
unavoidably  excited  in  his  mind  the  con- 
solatory feeling  he  had  expressed.      It 
was  said,  that  the  clause  could  not  be 
looked  upon  as  tending  to  an  infraction  of 
the  rights  of  property ;  that  the  law  being' 
long  unknown  and  dormant,  the  repeal  of 
it  could  produce  no  injury  to  individuals. 
This,  however,   was    all    gratuitous   as- 
sumption.   It  had  never  been  proved  that 
the  law  was  unknown ;  but,    admitting 
this  assertion  to  be  true,  that  was  not  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  clause  their  lord- 
ships had  been  induced  to  adopt.    Igno- 
rance of  the  law  did  not  protect  unfor- 
tunate men  for  breaking  it,  and  he  did  not 
understand  why  le^slators,  who  did  not 
know  the  law  whicn  it  was  their  duty  to 
know,  should  make  their  ignorance  an 
excuse  for  depriving  other  men  of  their 
rights.    The   aliens  who  had  purchased 
shares  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  held  that 
property  by  the  same  title  that  their  lord- 
ships   held   their  estates,    namely,    the 
sanction  of  law.     The  measure  which  the 
noble   earl  had  supported  rendered  fo- 
reigners mere  trustees  at  the  will  of  the 
Crown,  and  liable  to  the  forfeiture  of  any 
land  they  may  have  become  possessed  o£ 
When  tne  noble  earl  was  formerly  urging 
their  lordships  to  adopt  the  clause,  he 
declared  he  was  quite  impatient  under  the 
existence  of  a  law,   the  effect  of  which 
was,  if  acted  upon,  to  give  the  rights  of 
free-bom    subjects    to    any    foreigners, 
without  being  compelled  to  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance,  or  without  an  obligation  to 

Perform  any  of  the  duties  of  a  subject. 
le  was  before  anxious  for  its  repeal,  not 
only  prospectively,  but  retrospectively; 
and  nothing  would  satisfy  him  short  of 
the  disfranchisement  of  all  the  indivi- 
duals who  had  sbtained  legal  rights  under 
the  Scotch  act,  since  the  28th  of  April. 
Now,  however,  he  was  more  moderate, 
he  was  content  to  mix  a  little  water  with 
his  wine.  The  retrospective  part  of  the 
clause,  which  he  now  spoke  of  as  a  little 
matter    by-the-by,   was  to  be   omitted. 
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In  fact,  the  only  consisteDt  part  of  the 
noble  earl's  conduct  was,  his  precipitation 
and  impatience.  He  had  been  all  impa- 
tience to  get  the  clause  passed,  and  he 
was  now  in  an  equal  hurry  to  get  it  re^ 
jected.  If,  however,  their  lordships  must 
•tand  in  a  white  sheet  on  this  occasion, 
he  thought  it  becoming  that  they  should 

So  through  the  work  of  repentance  with 
ue  deliberation  and  solemnity,  and  would 
therefore  support  his  noble  friend's  motion, 
for  the  farther  consideration  of  the  subject 
on  Monday. 

The- Marquis  of  Lansdoiwne  said,  that 
upon  a  former  occasion  he  admitted  that 
the  facility  afforded  to  foreigners  by  this 
act  of  the  Scotch  parliament  should  not 
be  allowed  to  exist.  He  was  still  of  the 
same  opinion ;  but  he  ever  thought  that, 
in  justice,  the  repeal  of  it  should  be 
prospective,  not  retrospective.  It  would 
be  a  great  injustice,  to  deprive  foreigners 
of  the  advantages  they  enjoyed  under  an 
act  passed  for  many  years,  recoffnized  by 
the  British  parliament,  and  unaer  which 
they  had  acquired  property.  Foreigners 
became  possessed  of  rights  under  this 
act,  in  the  same  way  as  all  other  rights 
were  obtained— by  law.  It  was  attempted 
to  justify  the  repeal  of  this  act,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  had  fallen  into  disuse,  and 
was  quite  unknovfn.  But  such  was  not 
the  case.  The  existence  of  the  law  was 
well  known,  and  though  persons  not  im- 
mediately interested  in  it  might  not  have 
been  aware  of  its  existence,  it  was  fami- 
liar to  many.  The  best  mode,  in  his  opi- 
nion, would  be,  to  adjourn  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question  to  a  farther  period. 
By  that  means  they  would  give  time  for 
the  introduction  of  a  new  bill,  which 
might  be  carried  regularly  through  all  the 
stages  in  both  Houses.  What  had  oc- 
curred on  this  occasion  was  an  addition 
to  the  many  proofs  that  the  privileges  of 
the  two  Houses  tended  greatly  to  public 
utility,  though  their  exercise  might  occa- 
sionally be  attended  witii  some  incon- 
venience. 

^ '  The  Earl  of  Harratvby  saw  no  injustice 
in  the  measure  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  House.  A  law  allowing  such 
facilities  to  foreigners  as  the  Scotch  act 
of  parliament  did,  should  not  be  allowed 
to  exist.  It  was  nothing  more  than  a 
private  act,  passed  more  than  120  years 
ago  for  a  local  object.  It  was  now 
brought  under  their  lordships  notice  for  a 
particular  purpose,  after. having  for  a 
long  time  remained  forgotten,  and  almost 


completely  unknown.  He  did  not  blame 
those  who  made  the  discovery  of  the  act 
upon  which  the  objection  to  their  lord- 
ships amendments  was  founded ;  but  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  lord  opposite  was 
most  singular;  for,  after  resisting  the 
clause  proposed,  he  npw  objected  to 
their  lordships  rescinding  it.  With  regard 
to  what  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
the  act  of  1794,  he  was  persuaded  that 
when  that  act  passed,  the  tendency  of  the 
act  of  the  Scotch  parliament  must  have 
escaped  observation.   • 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  a 
noble  earl  had  defied  any  person  to  say, 
that  he  knew  this  to  be  the  law  of  thei 
land  in  April  last.  He  could  assure  that 
noble  earl  that  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  law.  A  noble  friend 
of  his,  knew  that  he  had  stated  to  him 
many  months  back  that  such  was  the  law. 
There  was  not  a  single  director  of  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  or  an  eminent  lawyer 
connected  with  that  Bank,  who  was  not 
aware  of  it.  It  was  not  a  mere  dormant 
act,  or  one  merely  emanating  from  the 
parliament  of  Scotland.  It  was  recog- 
nized and  confirmed  by  various  acts  of 
the  British  parliament.  It  was  so  recog- 
nized in  the  Hth,  the  28th,  and  S4th  of 
the  king.  It  was  said  to  be  a  private 
act ;  it  was  no  such  thing.  It  had  been 
long  acted  upon.  Many  foreigners  had 
purchased  property  upon  the  ntith  of  it, 
and  it  would  be  most  unjust  to  deprive 
them  retrospectively  of  its  benefits.  It 
was  as  public  as  any  act  upon  the  statute 
book,  but  like  many  others  in  which  per- 
sons were  not  immediately  interestea,  it 
had  not  been  adverted  to.  He  was  well 
aware  that  a  law  of  the  kind  existed,  but 
he  did  not  consider  himself  called  upon  to 
communicate  the  circumstance,  and  he 
was  not  sorry  that  he  had  given  an  oppor- 
tunity for  proposing  the  amendment, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  other  House. 

The  House  then  divided  upon  earl 
Grey's  amendment,  Contents,  21 :  Not* 
contents,  32.  The  original  motion  was 
then  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday^  June  6. 

Alien  Bill.]  On  the  return  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  manage  the  con- 
ference with  the  Lords,  lord  Binning,  on 
the  part  of  the  managers,  stated,  that  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Lords  had 
received  the  reasons  iwsigoed  by  the  Com- 
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moDB  for  rejecting  their  lordihips  amend* 
ment  to  the  Alien  bill. 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  circumstance  of  a 
mtsrepresentation,  which  he  might  say  was 
unprecedented  since  he  had  had  the  ho- 
nour of  a  seat  in  parliament.  This  mbre- 
presentation  occurred  in  a  statement  pur- 
porting; to  be  an  account  of  what  took 
place  in  the  House  last  night,  in  that  part 
of  the  debate  on  the  consideration  of  the 
Lords  amendments  to  the  Alien  bill, 
where,  after  an  hon*  and  learned  gentle- 
man had  objected  to  those  amendments, 
as  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
he  (Mr.  Canning)  appealed  to  the  Chair 
for  an  opinion  on  the  question.  In  a 
newspaper  of  this  morning  there  was  not 
only  a  report  of  what  then  occurred,  but 
a  comment  of  a  nature  which,  as  it  affect- 
ed a  particular  member,  or  the  privileges 
of  the  House  in  general,  was  most  offen- 
sive, far  exceeded  the  usual  latitude 
allowed  in  such  cases,  and  could  never  be 
tolerated.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  when  this  point  of  form 
arose,  he,  after  making  a  few  observations, 
put  a  Question  to  the  Chair,  saying,  he 
was  willing  to  rest  the  issue  on  its  de- 
cision ;  and  it  was  in  the  description  of 
the  tone  and  manner  in  which  it  was  said 
to  have  delivered  his  sentiments  on  that 
occasion,  and  made  this  appeal,  that  he 
thought  the  House  implicated,  and  he,  in- 
dividually, had  reason  to  complain.  In 
the  report  itself  there  was  no  unfaimesa 
or  misrepresentation.  It  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  what  he  said,  and  gave  the  view 
that  he  took  as  correctly  as  such  reports 
were  generally  given ;  but  nothing  could 
be  more  unfair  than  the  comment  which 
followed,  and  which  described  him  as 
treating  the  objection  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  as  absurd,  and  confi- 
dently and  triumphantly  appealing  to  the 
Chair  for  a  confirmation  of  his  opinion, 
and  in  expectation  of  a  different  answer 
from  that  which  he  received*  The  words 
to  which  he  alluded,  and  of  which  he 
complained  were  these : — **  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  a  clause  was  introduced  into 
it  by  the  Lords,  invalidating  the  effect  of  a 
law,  derived  originally  Kom  Scotland, 
whereby  it  was  first  enacted,  that  the  pur- 
chasers of  stock  in  the  bank  of  that  coun- 
try should  be  deemed  naturalized ;  and 
afterwards,  by  the  act  of  Union,  the  natu- 
ralized subjects  of  one  country  were  in 
ftiture  to  be  admitted  to  eqaal  rights  in 
the  othe^    This  law,  we  say,  was,  by  an 
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express  clause  in  the  Alien  bSl,  to  be 

aside :  but  it  was  last  night  discovered  an<i 
argued  in  the  Commons,  that  such  a 
clause,  havine  relation  to  money  concerns 
—-to  the  money  concerns  of  the  subject— 
could  only  originate  in  that  House.  A. 
debate  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Canning 
treated  the  idea  then  first  started,  as  ab- 
surd; triumphantly  and  confidently  de-^. 
clacing,  that  he  should  be  content  to  put 
the  question  to  the  Speaker,  and  to  be^ 
decided  by  him  (being,  as  he  is,  the  con- 
stitutional watcnman  of  the  Commons' 
rights),  whether  the  present  was  a  money 
transaction  at  all,  within  the  purview  of 
that  law  which  makes  it  necessary  to  ori- 
ginate  all  such  in  the  Commons.  There 
is  such  a  thing  as  <'  reckoning  without 
your  host ;"  and  here  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Canning  did  so  reckon  ;  for  the  Speaker, 
thus  appealed  to,  declared  his  apinioa 
that  the  clause  in  question  was  oT  such  a 
nature  as  to  render  its  origination  in  the 
Lords  irregular  and  illegal."  Now,  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  Canning)  what  passed  on  the 
occasion  alluded  tOy  passed  m  a  House  at 
full  as  at  present,  and  1  can  confidently 
put  it  to  your  recollection,  and  to  that 
of  the  members  who  then  attended,  whe- 
ther the  manner  in  which  I  stated  mv 
sentiments,  the  expressions  which  I  used, 
and  the  tone  in  which  I  made  the  appeal, 
were  not  the  very  reverse  of  those  nere 
described:  and  whether  any  man  who 
heard  me  could,  without  doing  it  falsely, 
perversely,  and  malignantly  convey  to  the 
public  the  representation  which  I  have 
read.  I  can  not  only  rest  the  matter  on 
the  impression  of  the  House,  but  I  can 
appeal  to  you  whether,  from  previous 
communication  on  the  point  at  issue,  I 
had  not  good  reason,  at  the  time  when  I 
put  the  question,  for  believing  what  was 
your  opinion ;  and  whether  so  iar  from 
entertaining  a  confident  hope  of  eliciting 
from  the  Chair'an  answer  contrary  to  what 
was  given,  I  had  not  a  perfect  anticipa- 
tion of  what  that  answer  would  be.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  found  any  proceeding 
upon  this  subject.  I  think  it  enough  to 
have  pointed  out  the  misrepresentation,  in 
order  to  induce  greater  caution  in  future. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  great  ^ood  must  and 
does  result  from  the  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House ;  but  it  is  not  too 
much  to  require  in  those  who  communis 
cate  them  to  the  public*  a  respect  for 
truth,  and  an  attention  to  correctness; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated,  that  they 
should  impute  motives  or  represent  con* 
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duct  without  the  least  shadoir  of  &ct  for 
their  statements. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  though  he  could 
not,  without  great  delicacy  touch  on  any 
thing  in  which  he  was  personally  con- 
cerned, he  owed  it  to  the  House  and  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  on  this  appeal,  to 
confirm  every  thing  which  he  had  stated. 
When  a  question  arose  about  the  forms  of 
the  House,  on  which,  from  his  situation, 
he  might  be  supposed  to  deliver  his  opi- 
nion, he  thought  it  due  from  him  to  com- 
municate his  impressions  either  to  the 
House,  or  to  any  individual  member  of 
either  side  who  might  make  the  appeal  to 
him.  He  had  accordingly,  on*  being 
asked  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  his 
opinion,  mention^  it  to  him  previously  to 
its  being  stated  to  the  House;  and  he 
would  have  done  so  to  any  other  member; 
convinced  that  by  concealing  his  im- 
pressions on  matters  of  form  from  any 
member,  he  should  be  doing  what  was 
neither  consistent  with  courtesy,  or  right 
[Hear,  hear!]. 

A  member  asked  the  name  of  the  news- 
paper alluded  to. 
Mr.  Canning  said,  <»  The  Times.** 
Mr.  Brougham  concurred  in  the  state- 
ment, that  nothing  could  be  more  distant 
from  a  true  representation  of  what  had 
occurred  than  the  comment  which  had 
been  read.    He  had  a  perfect  recollection 
of  the  circumstances,  and  could  say,  that 
the  tone  in  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
delivered  his  sentiments  was  incorrectly 
stated.    He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  a  liberal  admission 
of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  free  dis- 
cussion and  the  unrestrained  publication 
of  what  occurred  in  the  House,  but  com- 
ments of  the  sort  alluded  to,  when  inaccu- 
rate, were  very  much  to  be  reprobated.  He 
himself  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  si- 
milar comments  on  what  he  had  said,  though 
he  always  felt  reluctant  to  complain.    On 
a  late  occasion,  he  was  said  to  nave  made 
an  attack  on  a  great  law  officer,  and  then 
to  have  retracted  it ;  whereas  it  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  what 
were  called  the  attack  and  the  retracta- 
tion  referred  to  different  things,  and  that 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  existed ;  he, 
speaking  of  the  court  in  the  one  case,  and 
of  the  character  of  the  individual  at  the 
head  of  it  in  the  other. 
Here  the  conversation  ended. 
Mr.  Tiemetf  said,  the  House  had  now 
been  for  some  minutes  without  any  busi- 
ness before  it.    He  wished  to  know  firom 


the  noble  lord,  whether  any  measure  was 
to  be  brought  forward  to-day,  which  re- 
quired so  ftui  an  attendance,  or  whether 
they  had  been  convened  on  a  Saturday 
only  to  have  the  pleasure  of  sitting  to 
look  at  each  other.  If  the  noble  lord  had 
any  measure  to  propose,  he  would  per- 
haps state  the  nature  of  it  now,  that  the 
House  might  be  prepared  for  it  when- 
ever it  was  brought  forward. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  it  appeared  to 
his  majesty's  government  that  it  was  not 
fit  the  law  should  remain  in  the  state  in 
which  it  was  now,  with  respect  to  thecon- 
tinuing  the  privilege  of  naturalisation  on 
the  smallest  purchase  of  stock  in  the  bank 
of  Scotland ;  he  should  therefore,  on  Mon- 
day next,  introduce  a  bill  on  this  subject ; 
it  would  be  a  short  bill,  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  Scotch  act  in  favour  of 
aliens  purchasing  such  stock  till  the  liext 
session.  The  bill  would  have  no  retro- 
spective provisions,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  would  lead  to  much  discussion. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  JuneB. 

Education  op  the  Poor  Commit- 
tee.] Mr.  Brougham  brought  up  a  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  Abuses  of  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions for  the  Education  of  the  Poor. 
On  moving  that  it  be  printed  he  was  desi- 
rous to  offer  a  few  observations  respect- 
ing a  circumstance  which  had  very  re- 
cently come  to  the  knowledge  ot  the 
committee,  and  which,  had  it  not  bo  re- 
cently been  communicated  to  them  as  to 
render  it  impractible  to  do  so,  he  should 
certainly  have  mentioned  in  the  statement 
which  he  had  on  a  former  occasion  made 
to  the  House,  as  one  of  the  strongest  cases 
that  could  be  adduced  in  support  of  the 
necessity  of  strict  investigation.  This  cir- 
cumstance was,  the  abuse  of  a  charitable 
fund  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  The 
House  would  hear  with  surprue,  that  the 
whole  of  that  which  gave  the  patronage  of 
a  borough  in  the  county  he  had  mention- 
ed which  returned  two  members,  and 
which  had  never  been  disputed,  was  the 

gross  and  wilful  abuse  of  a  great  charita* 
le  estate,  intended  strictly  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  poor.  Land  had  been  be- 
queathed in  tne  reign  of  Edw.  Sod  for  the 
purpose  of  a  school,  which  was  then 
of  the  estimated  value  oTSSL  It  con- 
sisted of  145  acres,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  large  and  populous  town.    This  land 
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.  had  risen  greatly  in  value,  both  from  its 
position  and  from  its  fertility.     Its  pre 
sent  rent  however    was  only    160/.    al- 
though its  valne  according  to  the  low- 
lowest  estimate,  was    within  a  tnfle  of 
900/.  a  year.    Who  were  the  lessors  of 
this  estate  ?  The  mayor  and  twelve  alder- 
men of  the  borough,    Who  were  the  trus- 
.  tees  of  the  estate  ?  The  mayor  and  twelve 
aldermen  of  the  borough.    Who  were  the 
lessees,who  derived  the  benefit  of  possessing 
the  land  at  a  rent  so  diminished  ?  Certain 
inhabitants  of  the  town  to  whose  property 
the  land  was  contiguous,  and  whose  sup- 
port it  was  desirable  to  secure.  Who  were 
they  ?    The  mayor  and  twelve  aldermen 
of  the  borough.    Those  gentlemen  were 
the  lessors,  the  trustees,  and  the  lessees  of 
this  estate,  all  in  one.    They  let  these 
lands  to  themselves,  at  such  rents  as  were 
convenient,  and  accommodated  themselves 
in  every   possible  manner  out   of  this, 
which  was  the  property  of  the  poor.    In 
this  borough  the  right  of  voting  was  in  the 
burgesses.  The  burgesses  were  chosen  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen.     Now,  under 
whatever  circumstances  a  burgess  might  be 
chosen,   when  he  became  a  burgess  he 
remained  so.  *'  Once  a  burgess,  always  a 
.  burgess."      It    could  not  be    expected, 
,  therefore,  that  these  voters  would  always 
j  vote  the  right  way,  unless   there    were 
,  means  for  keeping  them  in  order.    Those 
.  means  were  simple.    It  was  necessary  for 
.  the  convenience  of  these  voters,  that  they 
should  be  in  possession  of  some  of  the 
lands  he  had  alluded  to,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  gave  to  each  of  them  such  a 
portion  as  was  deemed  expedient.     Of 
course  there  was  never  such  a  thing  as  a 
contested  election  in  that  borough.    The 
question  was  put  to  the  individuals  con- 
cerned, "  have  you  ever  that  which  is  not 
considered  very  agreeable,  either  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  or  among  those  who 
are  candidates  for  that  House— an  oppo- 
sition ?''  The  answer  was,  "  Never ;  ours 
is  what  is  called  a  maiden  borough."  And 
this  for  the  most   obvious  reason— that 
those  burgesses  who  did  not  vote  for  the 
,  candidates  set  up  bjr  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men, ^would  be  deprived  of  the  possession 
of  the  land  held  by  them.  "  But,"  it  might 
be  asked,  **  does  lul  this  pass  without  no- 
tice or  control  ?"   It  was  marvellous  that 
this,  the  worst  and  grossest  of  all  the  cases 
of  robbing  the  poor  which  had  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  was  ex- 
empted from  the  control  of  the  commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  billi  in  consequence 


Aliens  and  Denizefu  Bill, 


[1296 


M 


of  that  most  fatal  clause  that  had  been  in- 
troduced, exempting  from  the  visit  of  that 
commission  charities  for  the  inspection  of 
which  a  special  visitor  was  appointed.  (It 
really  looked  as  if  the  present  case  had 
been  sent  to  the  committee  to  fill  ap  the 
vacuities  which  might  be  supposed  to  ex« 
ist  in  their  former  statement.)  And  who 
were  the  visitors  in  this  instance  ?  The 
mayor  and  twelve  aldermen  of  the  bo 
rough !  The  lessors,  the  trustees,  and  the 
lessees !  The  men  who  in  all  their  various 
capacities,  abused,  defrauded,  and  robbed  / 
the  poor!  If,  after  this  statement,  any  ' 
man  pretended  to  doubt  that  the  bill  for 
remedying  these  abuses,  if  not  entirely  nul- 
lified, had  been  grievously  spoiled  and 
crippled  by  the  ill  fated  alterations  which 
it  bad  undergone,  and  if  any  man  pretend- 
ed io  doubt  that  that  House  ought  not  to 
rest  and  slumber  until  a  bill  was  brought 
in  early  in  the  next  session,  to  supply  the 
deficiences  which  those  alterations  had 
occasioned,  he  could  not  conjecture  by 
what  motive  such  a  man  could  possibly  be 
influenced,  unless  by  an  abstract  love  of 
doubt. 
The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Aliens  and  Denizens  Bill.]  Lord 
Castlereofrh  observed,  that  the  House  had 
that  evening  received  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  stating  that  their  lord- 
ships did  not  insist  on  the  amendment! 
made  bv  them  in  the  Alien  bill.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  felt  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  existing  law,  which,  he 
was  confident  they  would  unanimously 
agree  with  him,  ought  not  to  be  left  in  its 
present  state.  With  respect  to  the  clause 
which  had  been  added  to  the  biU  by  the 
Lords,  the  objections  to  it  were  not 
founded  on  any  hostility  to  the  general 
scope  of  the  measure,  but  on  its  being  an 
invasion  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  on  its  containing  a  provi- 
sion of  a  retrospective  nature,  which  it 
was  not  now  intended  to  introduce.  He 
really  could  not  anticipate  any  opposition 
to  the  bill,  for  which  he  was  about  to 
move*  For  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
might  exist  with  respect  to  any  particular 
branch  of  the  question,  no  person  would 
maintain  that  it  was  desirable  to  allow 
foreigners  to  obtain  all  the  privileges  of 
naturalization,  merely  by  the  purchase  of 
the  stock  of  .a  banking  company.  The 
House  must  be  aware  that  whatever  dis- 
position might  exist  to  receive  foreigners 
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on  the  moil  enlarged  and  liberal  teroit, 
and  whatever  anxiety  there  might  be  to 
push  that  principle  to  iu  farthest  extent, 
It  never  could  have  been  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  legislature,  that  all  foreign- 
en  without  distinction  should  have  the 
pQ^er  of  obtaining  naturalization  by  such 
meansx  In  truth,  the  law  on  this  subject 
was  so  guarded,  that  parliament  had  im- 
posed a  restraint  on  itself.  As  the  law 
now  stood,  no  bill  to  naturalize  an  alien 
could  be.prpposed  without  a  clause  deny* 
ing  the  alien  the  power  of  sitting  and 
voting  in  parliament.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  give  an  aliep  the  full  rights  enjoyed  by 
a  natural-bom  subject,  parliament  must 
specially  repeal  that  regulation.  It  never 
could  be  supposed,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature  to  give  a  trading 
company  a  power  so  paramount  to  that 
possessed  by  parliament.  The  Crown 
could  not  grant  a  military  commission  to 
an  alien,  without  the  special  sanction  of 

Earliament  in  a  positive  law.  But  here, 
y  a  clause  in  an  ancient  Scotch  act,  the 
Crown  might  employ  as  many  foreigners 
in  the  army,  as  had  acquired  a  portion  of 
the  stock  of  the  bank  of  Scotland,  by 
means  independent  of  the  control  of  par- 
liament, or  of  the  bank  of  Scotland  itself 
—for  the  Bank  had  no  jurisdiction,  they 
could  not  say  whom  they  would  admit,  or 
whom  they  would  exclude  as  proprietors. 
By  obtaining  the  smallest  portion  possible 
of  the  stock,  without  taking  anj  oath,  or 

Krformmg  any  public  service,  those  aliens 
came  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
natural-born  subjects;  and  might  have 
miUtiury,  commissions  granted  to  them  by 
the  Crown*  Under  the  existing  law,  there- 
fore, the  CrowQ  might  employ  foreigners 
jn  itii  miUitary  service  to  any  extent.  With- 
out  any  farther  statement,  he  was  per- 
suaded he  might  assume,  that  it  would  be 
the  universal  opinion  of  the  House,  that 
that  was  not  a  state  of  the  law  which 
ahdutd  be  allowed  to  exist  any  longer  in 
this  country.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  his  duty  to  propose  a  permanent  ar- 
rangfment  of  this  daogerous  and  aiaoma- 
JoYia.sitate  of  the  law,  if  .the  session  had 
not  h^w  ao  near  a^  close,  and  if  the  sub- 
let hsd  not  been  one  which  required  a 
gooddeaH  of  consideration.  It  appeared, 
>lbat  beiides  the  privileges  conferred  on 
Ab«  Alien  purchasers  of  .the  Bank  of  Scot- 
laAdafock,.  there  were  some  corporations 
'ilk  the  United  Kingdom,  whiqii  had  the 
faoidtjr  Aot  of  absolutely  naturalizing 
iareignets  who  became  members  of  them, 
(VOL.XXXVUL) 


but  of  making  them  deniaens,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Crown.     It  never  could 
have  been  intended  bv  the  legislature,  for 
a  small  sum  thus  paid  by  aliens,  to  these 
corporations,  to  incorporate  them  into  the 
constitution  without  regard  to  their  num- 
ber or  qualifications.    He  apprehended, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  necessary  for 
parliament  to  take  the  subject  up  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session,  to  look 
deliberately  through  the  whole  frame  of 
the  laws  respecting  it,  and  to  adopt  mea- 
sures which  shoum  prevent    such  high 
privileges  from  being  obtained  by  means 
wholly  incommensurate  to  them.    With 
respect  to  the  suggestion  thrown  out,  that 
the  bill  ought  to  contain  a  specification  of 
the  particular  acts  against  which  it  was 
directed ;  if  it  were  a  permanent  act,  that 
would  be  very  fitting ;  but,  as  the  object 
was  merely  to  keep  the  question  in  the 
view  of  parliament,  and  to  prevent  gross 
abuses,  until  there  was  leisure  for  more 
deliberate  legislation ;  and,  as  there  was 
reason  to  believe,  that  there  existed  in 
other  corporations  powers  of  a  similar, 
though  of  a  less  degree,  it  was  not  desir- 
able to  place  the  legislature  in  the  unne- 
cessary embarrassment  of  being  obliged 
to  point  out  all  the  laws  connected  with 
tlie  subject.    It  would  be  most  prudent  to 
provide  generally  at  present  against  the 
evil,  and  to  reserve  the  recitation  of  par- 
ticular acts  for  the  permanent  measure. 
Another  doubt  had  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  passing  the  bill  through  ell  its 
stages  with  the  least  practicable  delay, 
which  was,  that,  as  it  touched  the  rights 
of  a  corporation,  they  would  not  have  suf- 
ficient notice  of  the  measure.    No  notice, 
however,  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  satis- 
factory as  passing  a  short  bill.   ^For,  even 
if  the  House  proceeded  to  legislate  on  the 
subject  in  the  ordinary  course,  passing  the 
various  stages  from  day  to  day,  the  Bank 
of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  other  corporate 
bodies  who  were  affected  by  it,  would 
probably,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  not 
be  aware  of  what  it  might  be  immediately 
necessary  for  them  to  offer  in  opposition 
to  it.    Tihe  House,  too,  would,  he  was 
sure,  feel  the  impossibility  of  giving  a  no- 
tice of  such  an  extent  as  to  admit  an  op- 
portunitv  for  the  greatest  possible  politi- 
cal mischief*    He,  therefore,  apprehended 
that  the  most  satisfactory  course  would 
be,  to  suspend  the  law  for  a. short  and 
limited  period,  and  then  everv  thing  that 
the  parties  interested  might  nave  to  sub- 
mit to  parliament,  m^ht  be  considered 
(4  0)  ^ 
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more  fairly  ihan  if  we  were  now  to  legis- 
late  upon  it;  On  these  grounds  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  consent  to  pass  the 
bill  through  all  its  stages  on  that  day. 
There  were  a  number  of  piecedeots  for 
such  a  proceeding  where  the  case  was 
clear.  He  had  omitted  to  mention,  that 
the  Bank  of  Scotland  had  written  a  letter 
to  the  governor  of  the  bank  of  England, 
to  call  its  attention  to  the  very  great  num- 
ber of  foreigners  who,  since  the  introduce 
tion  of  the  Alien  bill  into  parliament,  had 
proceeded  to  acquire  stock  in  the  bank  of 
Scotland.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  '*  to 
prevent  aliens,  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
fVom  becoming  naturalized,  or  from  being 
made,  or  becoming  denizens,  except  in 
certain  cases." 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  rose  by  no  means 
to  oppose  the  motion.  The  sting  of  the 
clause  on  which  it  was  founded  was  the 
retrospective  part  of  it,  that  most  out- 
rageous, that  most  violent  attack  on  jus- 
tice, public  faith,  and  private  property. 
Such  was  his  opinion  when  it  first  cnme 
under  his  consideration,  and  subsequent 
deliberation  had  only  con6rmed  it.  As 
that  most  objectionable  and  abominable 
part  of  the  measure  had  been  withdrawn, 
he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  it  was 
necessary  to  do  something  on  the  subject. 
He  was  by  no  means  disposed  to  say,  that 
the  mode  of  naturalizing  aliens  in  question 
was  the  most  convenient  and  reasonable. 
On  the  contrary,  he  would  frankly  declare, 
that  he  thought  it  very  inconvenient  and 
unreasonable.  He  had  no  objection, 
therefore,  to  consent  to  anv  well  consi- 
dered  measure  for  the  removal  of  that 
which  involved  so  much  absurdity.  But 
although  he  had  no  obiection  to  a  delibe- 
rate measure,  he  should  be  very  scrupulous 
in  adopting  any  hasty  step,  especially 
after  what  had  been  developed  within  the 
last  fourteen  days.  What  a  series  of 
discoveries  had  been  made  by  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  during  those  fourteen 
days!  Before  the  Alien  bill  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  they  were  not  aware 
of  the  existence  of  the  Scotch  act.  That 
was  the  first  discovery.  When  the  bill 
came  from  the  House  of  Lord:)  they  were 
not  aware  that  the  clause  which  had  been 
added  to  it  was  a  money  clause.  That 
was  the  second  discovery.  They  had 
since  ascertained  that  there  were  other 
corporate  bodies  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
a  share  of  whose  stock  gave  to  aliens  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  privileges  which 
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they  derived  from  becoming  poisemed   o# 
a  share  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  8cn>t-^ 
land.     That   was    the    third   discovery^ 
The  inference  was,  that  the  House  oug^ht 
to  be  very  cautious  in  adopting  any  meat- 
sure  recommendedtothembyagOTeminefit 
which  was  compelled  to  plead  guiHj  to  m 
series  of  gross  blunders  and  mistakes-— « 
government  which  had  been  so  discredita- 
bly negligent  in>  informing  itself  witli  re* 
spect  to  an  important  proposition  that ,  i% 
had  submitted  to  parliament.    If  parlia- 
ment had  blindly  confided  in  the  repre- 
sentations of  his  majesty's  ministers,  it 
would  have  been  betrayed  into  the  adop- 
tion of  a  measure  which  it  was  agreed  on 
all  hands  would  not  have  effected  its  pur- 
poses, and  which  he  should  have  consi- 
dered as  the  greatest  blot  that  had  ever 
defaced  the  Statute  book.     But  he  woald 
tell  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends,  that 
they  had  still  farther  discoveries  to  make. 
If  ever  there  was  an  instance  of  discredit- 
able negligence  on  the  part  of  a  govern- 
ment, informing  itself  with  respect  to  any 
proposition  to  be  submitted  to  parliament^ 
the  fact  that  he  was  about  to  roeatioQ 
would  prove  that  the  present  was  one.    It 
was  argued  in  the  other  House  by  the 
hnghest  legal  authorities,  and  the  argu- 
ment was  repeated  in  the  House  of  Coo 
mons,  that  the  purchase  of  Bank  of  Scot* 
land  stock  by  an  alien,  abrogated  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act  of  Settlement,  which 
prohibited  an  alien  from  sitting  and  votiog 
in  the  House  of  Commons.    The  miniatefs 
and  law-officers  of  the  Crown  represeoted 
this  as  a  great  motive  for  adopting  tha 
clause  brought  firom  the  House  of  Lords* 
Strange  to  tell !  all  their  arguments  weie 
in  the  faice  of  a  clause  in  a  statifte  not 
obscure  or  superannuated— astatutepaased 
the  year  after  the  Union  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  it^i^he  meant  the  statute  of 
the  6th  of  Anne,  chap.  7,  section  30;  ia 
which  were  the  following  words  :^*<  Be 
it  further  enacted,  that  every  person  dis- 
abled from  being  elected  and  sitting  and 
voting  in  the  Parliament  of  England,  sbstt 
be  also  disabled  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain."    Thus  the  disabilities  Cfeaisdia 
£ngHind  by  the  act  of  Settlement^  were 
by  this  statute  extended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Scotland;    making  it  impossible  that 
an  alien,  however  he  might  have  obtaioed 
his  naturalization,  could  sit  and  vote  ia 
parliament.      The    noble  lerd   opposite 
ought  to  have  known  of  this  statutei' '  Hs 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  il  was  incumtoit 
on  the  noble  lord  himself  to  have  found  k 
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oat;  but  itoueht  to  have  been  supplied 
io  him.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  no- 
Ue  lord  could  wish  to  pass  the  proposed 
bill  in  the  extremely  general  and  vague 
terms  in  which  it  was  then  before  the 
House,  and  he  trusted  the  noble  lord 
would  have  no  objection  to  insert  the 
names  of  the  corporate  bodies  which  it 
a&ctedy  not  in  the  preamble  but  in  the 
enactments  of  the  bill,  which  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance  to  do.  If  tlie  noble 
lord  disliked  naming  those  bodies,  at  least 
let  them  be  designsted  by  description; 
and  let  not  the  words  of  the  bill  remain  so 
loose  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
noble  lord  was  so  uninformed  of  the  state 
of  the  law,  that  he  was  afraid  he  should 
not  describe  all  the  cases  which  it  was  de- 
•irable  to  comprehend  in  the  bill,  and 
therefore  described  none  of  them.  He 
should  certainly  move  in  the  committee 
an  amendment,  to  remove  from  the  sta- 
tute the  disgrace  which  this  circumstance 
at  present  attached  to  it. 

The  Attorney  General  remarked,  that 
considerable  doubts  existed  in  the  minds 
of  many  persons  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
statute  of  the  6th  of  Anne,  in  preventing 
aliens  who  had  been  naturalized  by  the 
purchase  of  Bank  of  Scotland  stock  from 
sitting  and  voting  in  parliament.    The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  adduced 
the  want  of  reference  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty's  ministers  and  their  legal  advisers 
to  the  Scotch  act  of  1695,  as  a  reproach. 
If  it  was  a  reproach,  it  was  a  reproach 
which  they  shared  with  four  different  par- 
liaments, which  had  passed  acts  for  giving 
further  effect  to  that  Scotch  act.     The 
14th,  the  23rd,  the  S2nd,  the  S4th,  and 
the  4r4«th  of  Geo.  3rd  were  all  confirma- 
tory of  that  act,  and  were  all  contrary  to 
the  standing  law  of  the  country,  which 
provided  that  no  act  should  be  brought  in 
ibr  the  naturalization  of  aliens,  without  a 
clause  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
George  1st,  that  such  aliens  should  not 
have  seats  or  votes  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   £ither  the  framers  of  the  acts  to 
which  he  alluded  were  ignorant  of  the  pe« 
culiar  operation  of  the  Scotch  act,  or 
they  ought  to  have  introduced  in  their 
acts  the  clause  which  he  had  described. 
The  fact  was,  however,  that  it  was  only 
very  lately  that  this  provision  in  the  old 
Scotch  statute  had  been  discovered.  With 
respect  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  he 
would  not  anticipate  any  discussion  upon 
tliem.    He    would,    however,   just   beg 
Ijfove  to  observe^  that  the  acquisition  oi 


the  privilege  of  deniaenshipby  aliens,  was 
not  confined  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock 
of  certain  corporate  bodies.  Certain  acts 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland'  save  rights 
almost  as  extensive  as  those  given  by  the 
Scotch  act.  They  gave  aliens  the  right 
of  going  and  purchasing  the  freedom  of 
companies  in  certain  corporations;  such 
as  that  of  Dublin,  that  of  Drogbeda  and 
others.  These  aliens,  therefore,  became 
denizens  by  their  own  voluntary  act, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Crown,  by 
paying  a  small  sum  to  one  of  those  corpo- 
rate  bodies.  This  was  one  of  the  cases 
contemplated  in  the  bill.  The  question 
for  the  House  to  determine  was,  as  there 
was  no  time  in  the  present  session  for 
looking  through  the  various  acts  of  par« 
liament  for  that  which  might  or  might  not 
be  discovered,  whether  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  pass  a  law  suspending  the  opera- 
tion of  these  rights  for  a  limited  thne,  and 
to  leave  it  for  a  future  parliament  to  con- 
sider if  they  should  be  abrogated,  altered, 
or  how  otherwise  dealt  with. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  had  decidedly 
reprobated  the  clause  introduced  into  the 
Alien  bill  by  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
proposed  measure,  he  was  happy  to  say, 
had  his  entire  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  he  had  also  objected  to 
the  clause  not  only  because  it  was  an  en* 
croachment  on  the  privileges  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  also  because  it  was  a 
measure  of  confiscation  repugnant  to  every 
principle  of  law  and  justice.  To  the  pre- 
sent proposition  he  had  no  objection 
whatever.  It  was  perfectly  proper,  if  such 
powers  existed  as  those  to  which  it  re- 
ferred, that  they  should  be  suspended  until 
the  legislature  could  at  leisure  consider 
them.  The  clause  which  had  been  ad- 
verted  to  in  the  act  of  Settlement,  was 
there  inserted,  in  consequence  of  the 
jealousy  entertained  by  parliament  of  the 
liberality  with  which  king  William  rewarded 
the  foreigners  who  were  attached  to  his 
person  and  interests.  They  feared  that 
this  liberality  might  be  carried  to  au  ex- 
tent dangerous  to  the  constitution.  Two 
acts  had  since  been  passed,  by  which  all 
foreign  Protestants  were  allowed  to  be 
naturalized  in  this  country,  on  thp  single 
condition  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance ; 
and  there  was  an  act  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment, by  which  the  same  privilege  was 
conferred  with  the  licence  of  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant. 

Sir  W,  Burroughs  considered  the  pre- 
sent proposition  as  most  expedient. 
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Ml*.  Brougham  expressed  his  approba- 
tioa  of  the  hll],  as  all  retrospect  wos  aban* 
doned  in  it.  He  had,  however,  to  propose 
one  proposition  which  was  necessary  to 
make  the  measure  bon^  jide  prospective ; 
and  that  was,  instead  of  enactmg  that  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  should  become  ope- 
rative, *'  immediately  after  the  passing  of 
the  act,'*  to  specify  a  particular  day— say 
Thursday  or  Friday.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  place  where  the  purchases 
of  stock  were  to  be  made  was  400  miles 
from  this  metropolis.  Suppose  on  Wed- 
nesday morningnext  an  alien  in  Edinburgh, 
who  could  not  by  possibility  have  heard 
what  were  the  provisions  of  the  present 
bill,  purchased  Bank  of  Scotland  stock, 
became  in  consequence  naturalized,  and 
bought  an  estate — the  consequence  of 
enacting  that  the  operation  of  this  bill 
should  commence  immediately  afler  the 
passing  of  the  act,  would  be,  that  although 
the  bill  did  not  profess  to  be  retrospective 
but  only  prospective^  such  an  alien  would 
incur  the  forfeiture  of  his  land.  Under 
those  circumstances  he  should  have  no 
objection  to  the  suspension  of  the  stand- 
ing orders,  and  to  allowing  the  bill  to  pass 
through  all  its  stages  on  that  day.  The 
standing  orders  were  a  great  protection 
to  the  subject,  and  ousht  not  to  be  waved 
on  slight  grounds.  But  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  the  present  emergency  induced 
him  to  consent  to  their  suspension. 

General  Mitchell  said,  he  had  been  in 
the  city  that  day,  and  had  heard  orders 
given  within  the  last  two  hours  by  aliens 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  purchase 
of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  no  doubt 
with  a  view  of  defeating  the  present  bill. 

The  bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  first 
time.  On  the  motion  for  the  second  read- 
ing, 

Lord  Castlereagh  said^  he  apprehended 
all  parties  would  allow  that  parliament 
was  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
measure,  with  a  view  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
effect  which  resulted  from  depositing 
money  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland.  Now 
though  it  might  be  proper  that  persons 
making  bonAJide  purchases  under  the  ex- 
isting Taw,  sliouidnot  be  deprived  of  the 
rights  which  such  purchases  gave  them, 
yet  from  the  moment  that  from  parUa- 
roent's  deliberating  on  the  subject,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  provision  of  the  Scots 
act  would  defeat  all  the  ends  of  the  Alien 
bill,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  suppose 
pftrliament  would  allow  the  operation  of 
UiM  hill  to  be  to  deftitted— from  that  mo- 
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ment  every  persbn  who  made  purchase*  o£* 
Blink  of  Scotland  stocky  made  such  pur- 
chases with  a  full  knowled^  that  tbe  -  le- 
gislature would  no,t  consent  td  their  bein^ 
attended  with  the  advantages  giveb  bjf^  the 
Scots  act.      If  parliament  were  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  hbn.  and  learfied 
gentleman,  a  great  number  of  most    ob* 
noxious  individuals,  whd  ought  not  to   be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  British  subjects, 
would,  in  tlie  interval,  obtain  the  object 
they  had  in  view,  and  be  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  parliament.      An  hon.  and 
gallant  general  had  just  stated,  of  his  per- 
sonal knowledge,  that  several  purchases 
had  lately  been    ordered  by  foreigners* 
with  a  view  to  defeat  the  object  which 
parliament  had  in  view  by  legislating  on 
the  subject.    He  would  ask  the  House,  if 
they  meant  this  measure  to  have  any  ef- 
fect ?    If  they  did  so,  by  agreeing  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  and  leanfed  gentle- 
man, they  would  be  completely  preventing 
it  from  having  any  effect.      The  period, 
after  which  no  orders  for  purchase  could 
be  considered  as  honajidey  ought  at  least 
to  be  carried  back  to  the  notice  which  he 
gave  on  Saturday.      But  he  wooM  even 
contend,  that  the  proposing  the  clause  in 
the  Lords  was  a  complete  notice  to  all 
parties  who  wished  to  purchase  Baok  of 
Scotland  stock,  that  ir  they  did  so,  they 
did  it  at  their  peril.    He  contended,  there- 
fore, that  sufficient  notice  had  been  given 
to  all  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  leave  to  protest 
against  the  noble  lord's  doctrine  of  notices. 
Said  the  noble  lord,  *'  Did  1  not  give  no- 
tice in  my  place  on  Saturday  ?" — Why, 
what  if  he  did  so  \  What  is  his  notice 
more  than  mine,  or  more  than  the  notice 
of  any  other  member  in  the  House  ?  This 
was  giving  that  retrospective  effect  to  the 
measure,  which  it  had  been  understood 
by  all  was  not  to  be  given  to  it.  It  was 
true,  indeed,  that  the  retrospective  ope- 
ration did  not  extend  to  a  whole  month, 
as  formerly,  but  only  to  48  hours ;  but  the 
one  was  as  dangerous  in  principle  as  tbe 
other.  But  the  noble  lord  had  lud  it 
down  as  a  principle,  that  from  the  moment 
the  attention  of  parliament  was  called  to 
a  subject,  from  that  moment  the  rights  of 
individuals  might  be  affected  by  the  acts 
of  the  legislature.  In  this  short  hand  v?av» 
sospendmg  the  standing  ordere  of  toe 
House,  letting  a  bill  pass  through  all  its 
stages  in  one  day,  and  allowing  it  to  hava 
a  retrospective  e^ct  from  tne  moment 
the  attention  of  the  Home  wm  fint  called' 
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to  the  sifbject,  there  wb9  no  Bectsrity  for 
property.  This  measiire  ^as  niilther  more 
Dor  less  {hftti  a  violation  of  the  act  of 
UbioD.  By  the  18th  article  bf  that  act, 
it  was  provided  that  no  alteration  of  the 
public  rights  of  Scotland  should  take 
place,  except  the  alteration  "was  fox  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  realm,  and  that  the 
orivate  rights  of  individuals  should  not  be 
altered,  except  for  the  benefit  of  those  in- 
dividuals. Surely,  after  such  a  provision, 
If  the  rights  of  inaividuals  were  to  be  taken 
away,  they  ought,  at  least,  to  be  taken 
away  by  a  prospective  operation.  Now, 
with  respect  to  the  preseiit  measure,  he 
would  suppose  the  act  to  take  effect  from 
to-morrow.  Suppose  yesterday  a  person 
to  have  been  dispatched  in  quc^t  ot  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  Scotland.  On  Wednesday 
morning  he  would  be  able  to  arrive  at 
Edinburgh,  and  might  make  purchases. 
In  doing  so  he  woiltd  be  acting  bondjide ; 
for  he  had  no  right  to  consider  the  bill  to 
be  brought  in  retrospective.  Having  seen 
a  retrospective  clause  rejected,  the  infe- 
rence must  have  been,  tnat  the  new  act 
would  be  prospective;  andpurchasenshad 
therefore  no  reason  to  think  that  their 
purchases  would  be  brought  within  the 
operation  of  the  act ;  and  that  the  stock 
purchased  on  Wednesday,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  act  would  not  be  retrospec- 
tive, would  not  entitle  them  to  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  existing  law.  That  stock 
would  not  only  become  of  a  different  va- 
lue; but  if  any  landed  estates  were  pur- 
chased on  the  faith  of  the  existing  law, 
these  estates  would  be  forfeited  to  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  Canning  agreed  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  that  up  to  the  period 
of  the  notice  ghren  by  his  noble  friend, 
purchases  might  be  made  bond  fide^  and 
that  if  such  purchases  were  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  bill,  the  operation  of  it 
would  be  retrospective.  After  the  aban- 
donment of  the  clause  of  the  Lords,  and 
in  the  interval  between  such  abandonment 
and  the  notice  given  by  his  noble  friend, 
persons  might  take  advantage  of  the  Scotch 
act,  under  the  notion  that  ministers  had 
abandoned  all  intention  of  suspending  its 
operation,  and  that  theiv*  purchases  would 
be  safe.  But  he  could  not  agree  with  him, 
that  the  clause  of  the  Lords  was  givfen  up 
On  Friday  night,  because  its  effect  was  re- 
trospective. The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
Clemao  must  have  singularly  mistaken  all 
that  iboV  place  in  the  House  that  night, 
if  be  thought  that  this  was  the  cause  df  its 


rejection.  The  amendmetitB  of  the  Lords 
were  rejteted  solely  on  the  ground  of  in- 
terfering with  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
That  amendment  which  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  had  proposed  was  not  at  all 
necessary  to  the  abolitmn  of  the  retrospec- 
tive effect  of  the  measure.  It  was  not  con- 
tended by  his  noble  friend  that  a  notice  of  a 
motion  should  be  considered  as  binding  on 
the  subjects  of  this  country ;  but  when  the 
object  of  that  motion  was  one  respecting 
which  there  was  and  could  be  no  difference 
of  opinion — no  person  could  conceive  that 
the  measure  respecting  which  such  notice 
was  given  would  not  be  adopted  by  the 
House.  All  persons  possessed  of  a  sem- 
blance of  prudence,  roust  have  known, 
that  after  this  notice  no  purchases  could 
be  made  with  the  least  prospect  of  enjoy- 
ing the  advantages  confefred  by  the  Scots 
act.  With  respeat  to  private  rights,  the 
hon.  an  learned  gentleman  had  gone  too 
far.  In  proportion  as  the  privileges  of  a 
British  subject  were  valuable,  they  ought 
not  to  be  communicated  m  the  manner 
they  would  be  under  this  absurd  law. 
Well,  then,  they  were  legislating  for  a 
great  public  object,  and  to  do  so  with  ef- 
fect they  ought  to  do  so  as  expeditiously 
as  possible.  What  were  the  arguments 
used  by  the  opponents  of  the  aboh'tion  in 
all  the  debates  on  the  Slave  trade  ?  He 
knew  no  argument  on  which  so  much 
stress  was  laid  as  this,  that  to  affect  pri- 
vate rights  would  be  a  stain  on  the  legis- 
lation of  the  country— rights  secured  by 
a  series  of  laws  for  more  than  a  century. 
What  was  the  argument  of  the  abolitionists 
in  answer  to  this  I  That  in  passing  a  law 
for  a  great  national  object  they  should  not 
be  deterred  by  the  circumstance  of  its  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  individuals,  but  let 
the  individuals  aggrieved  come  forward 
with  a  claim  for  indemnification.  Well, 
then,  let  the  individuals  who  might  con- 
sider themselves  to  have  suffered  from  the 
present  measure,  come  forward  next  ses- 
sion and  state  the  case  to  the  House,  and 
after  hearing  their  statement  parliament 
would  determine  whether  any  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  to  them  for  the  in- 
jury done  them  in  carrying  into  effect  a 
great  national  object. 

Lord  Folkestone  said,  that  the  conduct 
of  ministers  exhibited  on  this  occasion 
the  same  inconsistency  which  had  marked 
it  throughout  the  whole  of  the  last  and 
present  sessions.  They  now  said  it  was 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  country 
I  that  this  measure  should  pass  in  an  unpre* 
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cedented  manner.  One  of  them  bad 
lately  argued,  in  a  rery  elaborate  manner, 
that  it  was  necessary  it  should  have  a  re- 
trospective  effect.  How  could  the  House 
and  the  country  confide  in  those  who  ar* 
guedy  three  days  ago,  that  it  was  neces* 
sarj   for  the  measure  to  have  a  retros* 

Sective  effect,  when  they  saw  them  come 
own  now  and  propose  it  without  that 
which  was  said  to  be  essential  to  it  i 

General  Thornton  said,  he  hoped  if  pur- 
chases of  Bank  of  Scotland  stocK  gave  fo- 
reigners a  right  to  sit  in  that  House,  that 
ministers  would  make  the  measure  so  far 
retrospective  as  to  deprive  them  of  that 
right. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
committed,  the  report  received,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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Aliens  and  Denizens  Bill.]  Lord 
$idmoiUh  moved  the  first  reading  of  the 
bill  **  to  prevent  aliens,  for  a  time  to  be 
limited,  from  becoming  naturalized,  or 
being  made  or  becoming  denizens,  ex- 
cept in  certain  cases."  The  noble  lord 
stated,  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was,  to 
prevent  any  alien,  under  tbe  Scots  act  of 
1695  for  establishing  the  Bank  of  Scotland, 
or  under  acts  relative  to  other  corpora- 
tions, from  becoming  denizens  in  virtue 
of  such  acts  previously  to  the  25th  of 
March  next.  The  bill  would  merely  sus- 
'  pend  the  operation  of  these  statutes,  and 
afford  an  opportunity  next  session  for  the 
due  consiaeration  of  any  proposition  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Scots  act  of  1695,  and 
other  acts  of  a  similar  nature.  In  order 
that  the  bill  might  pass  through  the  sub- 
sequent stages,  he  should  move  the  sus- 
pension of  the  standing  orders. 

Lord  Holland  thought  the  noble  lord 
strained  the  precedents  for  suspending  the 
standing  orders  too  far  when  he  applied 
them  to  the  present  measure.  Though 
he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  measure  it- 
self, he  could  not  help  remarking  on  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  ministers  res- 
pecting it  They  had  declared  themselves 
totally  ignorant  of  an  Important  law,  and 
had  presumed  that  eVery  individual  had 
been  equally  ignorant.  But  if  they  show- 
ed ignorance  at  the  outset,  they  mani- 
fested still  more  in  the  progress  of  the 
measure.  They  began  to  apprehend  that 
there  were  possibly  other  acts  besides  that 
which  had  at  first  alarmed  them,  which  it 


would  be  neceiaarjr  for  them  to  saapend* 
These  laws,  however,  they  could  not  poinft 
out,  but,  without  spedfymg  them,  it  -wmm 
proposed,  contrary  to  every  principle  oF 
legislation  and  justice,   that  they   abo 
should  be  taken  away.    Another  instance 
of  their  ignorance  was,  the  assertioni  that 
under  the  Scotch  act  of  parliameni,  any 
alien  who  purchased  stocK  would  thereby 
be  enaUed  to  sit  in  parliament,  contrary 
to  the  act  by  which  foreigners  were  ex- 
cluded.   This  was  far  from  being  the  fact ; 
for  by  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  7,  it 
was  provided,  that  every  person  disabled 
from  sitting  in  the  parliament  of  Ire* 
land    was    also    rendered   incapable    of 
sitting  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri* 
tain.    This  he  did  not  ui^e  as  an   ar* 
gument  against  the   bill,  but   to  show 
their  lordsnips  how  cautious  they  ought 
to  be  in  adopting  legislative  proceedinn, 
on  the  recommendation  of  ministers,  who 
proved  themselves  ao  completely  ignorant 
of  every  thine  connected  with  tbe  subject 
on    which    tney   proposed   to  lei^isfate. 
What  had  occurred  on  this  occasion  re- 
minded him  of  the  advice  once  given  hiia 
by  an  eminent  person,  a  relative  of  his, 
whose  memory  he  regarded  with  affection 
and  veneration ;  that  peraon  had  observed, 
equally  wisely  and   truly,   that  **  when 
politically  in  the  dark,  the  best  thing  that 
could  be  done  was  to  stand  still.''    Con- 
trary to  this  prudent  maxim,  it  was  the 
practice  of  ministers,  whenever  they  were 
m  the  dark,  to  run  straight  forward,  not 
caring  against  what  they  might  run  their 
heads,  or  whom  they  might  overturn.    It 
was  difficult  to  say  what  might  be  the 
consequences  of  this  blindly  adopted  mea- 
sure.   It  mieht  be  a  question  whether  it 
would  not  take  away  the  rights  of  English 
children  born  between  this  and  the  25th 
of  March,  who  would  otherwise  be  statural 
born  subjects,  and  whether  it  did  not  take 
away  the  rights  of  the  descendants  of  the 
princess  Sophia  of  Hanover.    He  did  not 
say  it  had  those  effects,  and  he  thought 
it  had  not;  but  still  there  was  much  doubt 
and  obscurity  on  the  face  of  the  measurei"* 
and  if  time  were  allowed  many  errors  in 
framing  it  might  be  corrected.    The  fla- 
grant injustice  of  the  retrospective  clsuse 
in  the  former  bill  was  what  he  had  most  ob- 
jected to.    That  objection  he  was  glad  to 
find  was  now  in  a  great  measure  removed, 
though  even  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it  ap- 

C eared  to  cast  "  a  longing  lingering  look 
ehind**  towards  the  old  inj[ustice.    He 
could  not  see  that  persons  who  purchased 
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itock  for  Urn  ezpreii'  purpoie  of  naturali- 
zation) under  a  law  authorizing  that  ob- 
ject»  were  less  entitled  to  the  rights  so 
acquired,  then  those  who  bad  purchased 
It  without  that  view,  and  found  tnemselves 
accidentally  niftunilized.  He,  therefore, 
did  not  approve  of  the  clause  which  fixed 
the  commencenient  of  the  operation  of  the 
bill  aoWf  rather  than  at  three  or  four  days 
after  it  had  passed.  There  was  another 
objection  which  might  be  urged  against 
this  bill;  but  to  little  time  was  allowed 
for  considering  its  bearing,  that  he  could 
not  venture  to  speak  positively  on  the  ef* 
feet  of  any  of  its  provisions.  It  might  be 
A  mere  roisapprenension  in  htm,  but  he 
conceived  it  probable,  from  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  that  it  might  trench  on  some  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  with  respect 
to  Biieni.  '  But  no  part  of  the  prerogative, 
their  lordships  knew,  coulct  be  taken 
away  widiout  a  recomtiaendation  from  the 
Crown.  It  would,  however,  complete 
the  climax  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
inioisters,  if  after  proting  themselves  Igno* 
rant  of  the  Scots  act  of  1695,  of  tthe 
practice  of  parliament  relative  to  amend* 
ments  of  several  Irish  and  English  acts, 
they  should  finaUy  manifest  their  igno- 
rance of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 
He,  in  seneral,  disapproved  the  course  of 
proceedings  which  had  been  adopted,  but 
as  the  retrospective  clause  was  removed 
from  the  bill  he  should  not  object  to  its 
passing. 

Tlie  standing  orders  were  suspended, 
the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  the  mo- 
tion for  committing  it  negatived.  It  was 
then  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question 
that  it  do  pass, 

*  Earl  Grey  said,  he  could  not  permit 
proceedings  fraught  with  such  dangerous 
consequences  to  take  place,  without  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  its  being  made  a 
precedent*  Ministers,  he  was  aware,  had 
placed  themselves  in  a  situation  of  difB- 
culty.  He  alluded  to  the  general  belief 
of  thespeedy  dissolution  of  parliament.  He 
was  aware  that,  at  such  a  time,  delav 
might  be  attended  with  much  inconveni- 
ence, as*  the  country  was  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  new  elections  f  but,  notwith- 
standing that  inconvenience,  he  shovdd 
have  been  disposed  rather  to  meet  it  than 
to  run  the  rise  of  establishing  any  prece- 
dent of  this  kind.  The  standing  orders 
ouglit  only  to  be  suspended  on  questions 
of  great  public  Importance,  and  not 
merely  for  the  sake  of  expedition.  The 
principle  on  which  they  were  lo  be  sus- 


pended  was,  that  the  measure  was  of  such 
urgency  that  delay  would  be  attended 
with  injury  to  the  public  interest.  Now 
this  could  not  be  said  to  be  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  present  bill :  for  no  danger 
to  the  public  could  arise,  wliether  it  wai 
passed  this  day,  or  a  week  hence.  It. 
could  not  be  said  to  be  a  measure  of  such 
necessity  as  to  require  so  extraordinary  a 
departure  from  the  usual  course  of  their 
lordships  proceedings.  Ministers  had 
acted  most  improperly  on  this  occasion, 
in  not  proposing  the  measure  to  parlia- 
ment at  the  time  when  it  might  have  re- 
ceived full  consideration;  and  nothing 
could  be  more  disgraceful  than  the  igno- 
rance they  had  displayed  throughout  the 
whole  proceeding.  They  had  now  reach- 
ed the  last  stage  of  the  bill,  when  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack 
had  only  to  put  the  question  that  it  do 
pass,  and  jet  those  who  had  proposed  the 
measure  had  not,  and  could  not  explain 
what  acts  of  the  legislature  it  repealed, 
and  what  right  of  the  subject  it  took 
away.  When  the  former  bill  was  before 
the  House,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on 
the  woolsack  had  proposed  to  word  the 
clause  so  as  to  do  away  all  modes  of  na- 
turalization, except  by  act  of  parliament. 
He  had  objected  to  this ;  and  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  did  him  the  honour 
to  allow  the  fuH  weight  of  his  objec- 
tion. He  would  now  ask  the  noble  lorda, 
whether  they  knew  the  extent  and  bearing 
of  their  own  measure  ?  Was  there  ever 
an  instance  in  that  House  of  a  measure  of 
such  importance  being  brought  forward, 
of  the  extent  and  bearing  of  which  the 
ministers  who  proposed  it  appeared  to  be 
Ignorant,  or  at  least  would  not  explain? 
He  remembered  on  the  occasion  of^a  bill 
being  brought  some  years  ago  ftt>m  the 
other  House  of  parliament,  die  object  of 
whidi  bill  had  his  concurrence,  as  it  was 
to  relieve  persons  who  dillered  from  the 
doctrine  or  the  Church  of  England  from 
certain  severe  penalties,  that  the  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  and  another  learned 
lord,  objected  to  its  repealin^all  penalties 
under  acts  of  parliament  which  were  not 
specified.  Now  this  was  precisely  the 
objection  which  he  made  to  the  present 
bill.  It  was  for  the  House  to  determine 
whether  they  would  now  estabKsh  a  pre- 
cedent for  thus  rashly  repealiiig  acts  of 
parliamefit  The  /Ights  offoreign  seamen 
serving  in  the  navy,  of  foreign  notestanta 
aettled  in  the  colonies,  and  of  foreign 
Protestants  serving  In  troops  in  the  colo* 
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nies,  were,  according  to  the  b^U,  WTed ; 
but  were  these  the  only  rights  that  might 
be  affected  ?  There  were  several  ac^  of 
parliament  inviting  foreigners  to  settle  in 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  the  political  inter- 
ests of  that  country.  Were  their  lord- 
ships certain  that  these  acts  could  be  re- 
pealed without  a  breach  of  faith  ?  It  was 
provided  in  some  of  these  acts  that  they 
should  take  effect  under  the  licence  of  the 
lord-lieutenant,  but  these  acts,  were  not 
saved  by  any  exception  in  this  bill.  It 
was  a  serious  consideration,  that  the  per- 
sons whose  rights  were  suspended,  might, 
before  the  25th  of  March,  be  sent  out  of 
the  country  on  the  information  of  some  of 
those  miscreants  whom  ministers  encou- 
raged and  associated  with,  and  be  thus 
placed  in  a  situation  never  to  be  able  to 
prosecute  their  rights.  This  was  a  case 
in  which  the  wholesome  rules  framed  for 
the  security  of  the  rights  of  individuals 
and  the  public  interest  had  been  set  aside: 
and  therefore  he  could  not  permit  the 
bill  to  pass  without  expressing  his  disap- 
probation of  the  rashpess  with  which  it 
was  framed,  and  protesting  against  the 
course  by  which  it  was  passed  becoming 
a  precedent. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  there  were 
numerous  instances  m  which  the  standing 
orders  had  been  suspended  merely  for  the 
sake  of  expedition,  without  any  reference 
to  the  importance  of  the  measure-  The 
standing  orders,  however,  could  not  be 
Suspended  without  a  day's  previous  no- 
tice, and  in  this  their  lordships  had  a  suf- 
6cient  security  against  surprise.  When 
it  was  agreed  that  the  orders  should  not 
be  suspended  withoiU  a  day's  notice,  their 
lordships  expressed  an  opinion  that  they 
might  be  suspended  at  any  time,  without 
reference  to  the  importance  of  the  mea- 
sure. But  he  was  not  disposed  to  rest 
the  question  on  this  ground  only.  Inde- 
pendently of  any  expectation  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  parliament,  if  it  could  have  been 
calculated  that  the  House  might  sit  a 
month  on  this  bill,  it  would,  in  that  case, 
bave  been  necessary  either  to  suspend  the 
standing  prders,  and  pass  the  bill  with 
the  same  rapidity  as  now,  or  to  give  it  a 
retrospective  effect.  If  it  should  have 
been  neglected  to  do  one  or  other  of  thesf 
things,  there  would  soon  have  been  no 
alien  in  the  country  to  be  affected  by  the 
pill.  They  would  •  all  ha^  been  natu- 
ralized under  the  act  relative  to  the 
Scotch  Bfin||[.  He  therefore* nMintained, 
if  there   ever  was  a  case  of  neoessity, 
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though  be.  did  not  agra«  thai  necemity 
must  always  be  made  out  in  order  to  war* 
rant  the  suspension  of  the  standing  ordocs^ 
this  was  one.    As  to  the  objection  thaa 
the  acts  affected  bv  the  bill  w^re  not  ap^- 
cified,  that  would  be  very  worthy  of  coo- 
sideration,  if  there  were  time  for  inquiry^ 
It  was,  however,  agreed  on  all  haada  that 
the  mode  of  natunuization  tak^  Biwmy  bj 
the  bill  ought  not  to  exist,  and  yet  it  was 
not  repealedybut  only  suspended.    The 
noble   lord  .had  asked   what   rights  the 
measure  took  away;  in  fact  it  afforded 
none.    It  only  suspended  for  a  time  the 
capacity  of  acquiring  rights.    Tlieir  lord- 
ships would  agree  with  him,  tbatitwaa 
not  fit  persons  should  acquire  the  right* 
of  naturalization,  except  in  a  regular 
and  definite  manner ;  fmd  to  prevent  Che 
infringement  of  that  priacipb    was  the 
Sole  object  of  this  measure, 

^arl  fencer  protested  against  this  an- 
justifiably  measure^  He  complained  of 
the  manner  inwhicbit  oadbeenmtroduced 
by  a  clause  tacked  to  the  end  of  a  bill,  and 
hurried  through  the  House  without  any 
previous  discussion.  When  he  saw  alltlie 
errors  that  had  been  committed  through 
exccasive  haste,  he  thought  it  constituted 
a  precedent  that  ought  on  no  account  to 
be  established. 

Lord  HoUandf  alluding  to  the  plea  of 
necessity  that  had  been  so  strongly  insist- 
ed on  by  lord  Liverpool,  advised  him  to 
be  a  little  more  chary,  in  the  use  of  it,  and 
to  reserve  it,  like  Goliah's  sword,  only  to 
be  brought  forward  on  urgent  occasions. 
It  wap  bvit  three  or  four  days  ago  that  the 
noble  earl  had  maintained  with  the  utmoat 
pertinacity,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  England  and  the 
peace  of  Europe  that  the  biu  should  have 
a  retrospective  effect.  Since  that  period, 
however  the  .noble  earl  had  been  able  to 
lay  his  he^d  on  his  pillow,  without  suffisr* 
ing  much  from  fear  of  the  terrible  eSecta 
that  must  follow  if  the  retrospective  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  should  be  entirely  deaa 
away.  He.  therefore  could  put  very  little 
trust  in  the  soundness  or  sincerity  of  any 
arguments  that  the  noble  earl  might 
adduce  on  the  score  of  necessity.  As  Co 
the  argument  that  the  noble  earl  had  urged 
from  ti\e  immediate  expectation  of  a  dis- 
solution, be  remembered  that  some  yeaia 
since  a  diseolution  had  befn  harried  to 
save  the  establishment  from  the  danger  of 
anact  tbat  was  impending;  and  yet  tha^ 
veigr  apt  which  waa  thought  so  dangenooi 
in  ]  SOSf  waa  passed .  stf^  ^lmiio%  seat 
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that  the  noble  earl's  ideas  of  necessity 
ni^lvary  again  in  Ae  course  of  four  or 
five  days,  and  that  by  that  time  he  might 

Seino  apprehension  though  49,  or  69  or  89 
iens  more  should  become  naturalized  br 
bttying  a  share  in  the  bank  of  Scotland* 
Upon  the  trhole^  he  thought  the  present 
proceeding  one  that  covered  with  shane 
the  ministers  of  the  country^  both  from 
their  ignorance  of  the  laws  and  their  con- 
tempt of  the  rights  of  the  nation* 
llie  Bill  was  then 
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Stakdihq  Ordbbs.]      The   following 
Protest  was  entered  on   the   Jooroals» 

rlnst  sus|>ending  the  standing  ordera  of 
House,  in  order  to  pass  the  supplement 
iwy  AUen  BiU  tfaroogh  ill  Ha  Mget  in 
OBO  Qay« 

<*  DissenUenty 
^  Because  to  suspend  the  standfaig  or- 
ders of  this  Hotse  »  at  all  times  a  pro- 
ceeding liable  to  grave  object]ona»  and 
only  tobe  justiied  DT  aome  urgent  neces- 
sity :  but  to  suapend  them  for  the  purposcfof 
hurrying  through  all  its  stages,  m  one  day 
a  bill,  which  must  have  the  eAct  of  sus- 
pending various  acts  of  parliament,  which 
nave  not  been  named,  and  which  the 
Hoose  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  coo- 
aidcring,  seeoss  to  ustodeftat  the  purposes 
lor  whidi  they  were  devised,  and  to  set  at 
nought  the  reasons  upon  which  they  are 
founded, 

( Signed)       Gkbt. 

Vassal  RoLbAHn. 

LAinniRnAL& 

Spemcbb. 

mokttort. 

ROSLYK.** 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
y«faesdfj,  June  10. 

TrB  SPBAKBlt*S  SpBICH  TO  TRB  PaIKCB 

RnoBKT  aw  puBBimNo  thb  Mokbt 
BiLU.1  This  day  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  K^gent  came  in  the  usual  state  to 
the  House  of  P^ers.  His  Royal  Highness 
iMving  taken  hie  seat  upon  the  throne, 
anrrouoded  by  his  rainistera,  the  Great 
Officers  of  his  household,  and  other  at- 
tendants, sir  Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  the  gen- 
denan  Usher  of  the  Bhck  Rod,  was  or- 
depsd  by  his  Ro^ral  Hi^ess  to  proceed 
to  die  Uoaae  ef  Cobhqow  t»  r— inwd 
(VOL.  JOXYUI.)  I 
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attendtaee«  Shonly  afterwards  the 
Speaker  acieoaipanied  by  a  great  number 
ot  membeia  came  to  the  bar. 

The  Speaker  delivered  at  the  bar  the 
following  speech, 

<*  Mav  it  please  your  Roval  Highness, 

<•  We,  bis  Mfluesty's  faithnd  Coromons, 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Irefaind,  attend  your  Royal  Highness 
with  our  last  Ull  of  supply. 

••  In  obedience,  Sir,  to  your  Royal 
Highness's  lecoaunendation,  we  have  not 
ftitad  to  ai^dy  our  anxious  and  continued 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  public  income 
and  expenditure,— and  heavy,  as  onquea* 
tioosUy  the  weight  and  pressure  still  re- 
mam  upon  our  finances,  we  have  the  sit«* 
tisfiietien  to  observe  that  the  revenue  in 
its  meat  fanportaal  brandies,  ia  giadnaBy 
and  progressively  improving 

^  Among  the  various  duties,  Sir,  hi 
which  we  nave  been  engaged,  there  h 
none,  perhaps,  that  could  have  devolv- 
ed upon  OS,  more  intereating  m  itself 
ateraadng  fea  bsdf,  or  more  In  union,  we 
are  persuaded,  with  the  siaoave  and  u» 
fieigned  sentunents  of  all  classes  of  hie 
nujesty's  subjects,  than  the  duty  of  adopt- 
iog  the  necessary  measures  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  those  engagements,  which  your 
Royal  Highness  was  graciously  pleased  to 
communicate  to  us,  aa  hamag  oeen  eeuN 
eluded  with  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal on  the  sulgect  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

'*  Nor,  Sir,  turn  we  been  less  attentive 
to  another  subfect  of  great  public  import- 
ance earnestly  r^scommended  by  your 
Royal  Highness  to  ear  early  and  particm- 
lar  coasiflferation — the  deficiency  which 
haa  aolong  existed  in  the  number  of  placee 
of  public  worship  belonging  to  the  estab* 
fished  Church.  To  the  remedy  of  this  do- 
fidenqr,  we  have  most  rcaduv  afforded 
huge  uid  liberal  assistance,  well  convinc- 
ed that  the  first  and  dearsat  interesU  of 
this  eountr^,  ita  truest  hafipineas^  its  soundl 
eat  prospenty,  its  surest  independence^  ita 
proudest  and  most  substantial  national 
gloiy,  are  all  involved  and  blended  inti- 
mately and  inseparably  in  the  religioua 
and  moral  habits  of  its  people. 

^  The  bill,  Sir,  which  it  is  now  my  duty 
humbly  to  present  toyoor  Royal  Highness 
is^intitaled- *  An  act  iof  supplying  certain 
'  moniea  therein  mentioned  &r  the  sendee 
<  of  the  year  1818'»to  which  with  all 
humOity,  we  pray  his  majesty's  Royal  As- 
sent." 

The  royal  assent  was  inmedBate^  gt^ei^ 
to  the  above  and  laaevendother  biUs. 

(4P) 


1316]      HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

The  Prince  Regent's  Speech  at 
THE  Close  of  the  Session.]  His 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  then 
delivered  from  the  throne  the  following 
Speech  :— 

^*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

«  It  is  tvith  deep  regret  that  I  am  again 
under  the  necessity  of  announcing  to-  you, 
that  no  alteration  has  occurred  in  the  state 
of  his  Majesty's  lamented  indisposition. 

''I  continue  to  receive  from  foreign 
powers  the  strongest  assurances  of  their 
'friendly  disposition  towards  this  country, 
tnd  of  their  desire  to  maintain  the  general 
.tranquillity. 

'*  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  attention 
which  you-h^ve  paid  to  the  many  important 
objects  which  have  been  brought  before 
you. 

«« I  derive  peculiar  satisfaction  from  the 
measure  which  you  have  adopted,  in  pur- 
suance of  my  recommendation,  for  aug- 
menting the  number  of  places  of  public 
worship  belonging  to  the  Established 
Church ;  and  I  confidently  trust,  that  this 
.measure  will  be  productive  of  the  most 
.beneficial  effects  on  the  religion  and  moral 
habits  of  the  people. 

•    •*  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which 
you  have  granted  to  me  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year ;  and  I  highly  approve  of 
the  steps  you  have  taken  with  a  view  to 
the  reduction  of  the  unfunded  debt. 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you 
that  the  revenue  is  in  a  course  of  continued 
improvement. 

<<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

<<  On  closing  this  session,  I  think  it  pro- 
per to  inform  you,  that  it  is  mj  intention 
forthwith  to  dissolve  the  present,  and  to 
give  directions  for  calling  a  new  parlia- 
ment. In  making  this  communication,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the 
important  change  which  has  occurred 
in  the  situation  of  this  country,  and  of 
Europe,  since  I  first  met  you  in  this  place. 

**  At  that  period,  the  dominion  of  the 
common  enemy  had  been  so  widely  ex- 
tended over  the  continent,  that  resistance 
to  his  power  was  by  many  deemed  to  be 
hopelesi  i  and  in  the  extremities  of  Europe 
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alone  was  such  resisttace  cSBctoaOy  maiii- 
tained. 

<<  By  the  unexampled  exertions  whidi 
you  enabled  me  to  make,  in  aid  of  coun- 
tries nobly  contending  for  independence^ 
and  by  the  spirit  which  was  kindled  in  so 
many  nations,  the  Continent  was  at  length 
delivered  from  the  most  galling  and  op- 
pressive tyranny  under  whrch  it  had  CTer 
laboured ;  and  I  had  the  happiness,  by  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  to  termi- 
nate,   in  conjunction  with  his  majesty's 
allies,  the  most  eventful  and  sanguinary 
contest  in  which  Europe  had  for  centuriefr 
been  engaged,  with  unparalleled  success 
and  glory. 

**  The  prosecution  of  such  a  contest  fot 
so  many  years,  and  more  particularly  the 
efforts  which  marked  the  close  of  it,  have 
been  followed  within  our  own  country,  as 
well  as  throughout  the  rest  of  Europe,  by 
considerable  internal  difficulties  and  dis* 
tress.  But,  deeply  as  I  felt  for  the  imme- 
diate pressure  upon  his  majesty*s  people, 
I  nevertheless  looked  forward  without  dis- 
may, having  always  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  solidity  of  the  resources  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  and  in  the  relief  which  is^ht 
be  expected  firom  a  continuance  of  peace, 
and  from  the  patience,  public  spirit,  and 
energy  of  the  nation. 

*<  These  expectations  have  not  been 
disappointed. 

*<  The  improvement  in  the  internal  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  is  happilj;  ma- 
nifest, and  promises  to  be  steadily  pro- 
gressive; and  I  feel  a  perfect  assurance 
that  the  continued  loyalty  and  exertions 
of  all  classes  of  his  majesty  *s  subjects  will 
confirm  these  growing  indications  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  by  promoting  obedience 
to  the  laws  and  attachment  to  the  consti- 
tution, from  which  all  our  blessings  haf e 
been  derived." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  having  re- 
ceived directions  from  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  said—- 

'<  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen; 
"  It  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  ro^al 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
name  end  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty. 
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that  this  parliament  be  now  dissolved;  and 
this  parliament  is  dissolved  accordingly/* 


Juki  10,  1818. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday^  June  10. 

FiNANGE.1  General  Thornton,  seeing 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  his 
ptacey  was  desirous  of  getting,  for  the  be* 
nefitof  the  public*  some  information  with 
regard  to  the  5  and  4  pet  cent  annuities. 
He  had  understood  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentle- 
man to  have  said,  in  movmg  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  establishing  the  new  3{ 
per  cent  annuities,  that  such  a  measure 
would,  amongst  oUier  advantages,  facili- 
tate the  paying  off  the  5  and  4  per  cents, 
but  he  was  not  aware  that  power  was 
given  by  that  or  any  former  act  of  doing 
so  during  the  recess.  From  the  flourish- 
ing state  of  our  finances,  he  did  not  think 
it  unlikely  the  funds  might  rise  so  consi- 
derably before  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment as  to  render  it  expedient  to  pay  off 
those  annuities.  In  that  case,  it  would 
be  to  be  lamented  if  such  a&vourable  op- 
portunity should  be  lost  in  consequence 
of  no  authority  having  been  given  by  a 
legislative  proceeding  oefore  parliament 
should  separate.  It  was  certainly  of  im- 
portance i(y  the  public  to  have  a  saving 
made  amounting  to  between  two  and  three 
millions  annually,  at  the  same  time  that 
faith  to  the  public  creditor  would  be 
strictly  preserved. 

TheCkaneeUoroftheExckeauermdf  he 
conceived  that  whenever  such  a  measure 
should  be  adopted,  faith  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor would  require  arrangements  to  be 
made,  which  must  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  legislature,  and  therefore  it  could  not 
be  carried  into  execution  until  parliament 
should  again  meet.  He  did  not  thinTan 
aet  could  with  propriety  have  been  passed 
in  anticipation  of  the  occurrence  of  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  paying  off  the 
5  and  4  per  cents. 

Slave  Tbadb.1  Mr,  Wilberforce  ob- 
sert ed,  that  he  had  received  information 
on  which  he  could  depend,  that  the  slave 
trade  was  openly  carrying  on  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  French  colonies  on  the  North 
West  coast  of  Africa,  and. that  this  inhu- 
man practice  was  accompanied  by  circum- 
stances of  peculiar  atrocity,  murders  hav- 
ingbeen  committed  by  wholesale  in  its  pro- 
secution. As  it  was  extremely  desirable 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  effectual 
revival  of  this  detestable  traffic,  and  as  one 


great  means  of  doing  so  would  be  to  as- 
certain, as  far  as  it  was  practicable,  the 
real  facts  of  the  case,  he  would  move» 
<<  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
t0  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciously- 
pleased  to  order  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  Copy  of  any  Communication 
regarding  the  renewal  of  the  Slave  Trade 
on  the  North  West  Coast  of  A  frica." 

Lord  Castlereagh  could  assure  his  hon. 
fHend,  that  every  disposition  was  mani- 
fested by  the  French  government  to  put 
an  end  to  the  traffic  in  slaves ;  buf  his 
hon.  friend  must  be  aware  how  difficult  it 
was  to  cause  a  trade  of  that  kind  suddt^y 
and  entirely  to  cease  in  any  colony,  more 
especially  when  that  colony  had  but  re- 
cently passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
power  by  which  it  was  held.  Although  he 
was  apprehensive  that  considerable  mis- 
chief had  taken  place  in  the  quarter  alluded 
to,  yet  he  by  no  means  believed  that  it  wasto 
the  extent  reported.  With  respect  to  his 
hon.  friend's  motion,  as  the  information 
for  which  he  wbhed  was  not  in  such  a  shape 
as  would  allow  of  its  production,  and  as 
his  hon.  friend  had,  by  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  subject,  effected 
in  some  measure  the  object  which  he  had 
in  view,  he  was  desirous  that  his  hon. 
friend  would  withdraw  it. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

Soon  after  two  o'clock  the  usher  of 
the  Black  Rod  required  the  attendance 
of  the  House  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  Speaker  and  the  members  present 
Bccordmgly  attended.  When  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  returned  to 
their  House  afler  the  dissolution,  divested 
of  their  legislative  character,  Mr.  Mannera 
Sutton,  the  late  Speaker,  offered  to  read 
the  Speech  at  the  table,  as  is  usual  after  a 
prorogation.  Mr.  Tierney  objected  to 
any  such  proceeding,  as  iroplymg  sonae 
approbation  of  this  mode  of  dissolution, 
which  he  considered  as  an  insult  to  par- 
liament. Mr.  M.  Sutton  observed,  that 
he  had  consulted  Mr.  Hatsell  that  morning 
on  a  case  where  there  was  no  precedent, 
there  having  been  no  such  dissolution  since 
that  of  the  Oxfordparliament,  in  the  reiga 
of  Charles  2nd.  The  difficulty  did  not  de* 
pend  on.  the  members  present  being  no 
longer  a  House  of  Purliament.  That  cir- 
cumstance equally  existed  in  the  case  of 
a  Drorogation.  But  the  peculiar  difficulty 
or  this  case  consisted  in  bis  being  no  lon- 
ger a  SpeakeV.  Lord  Castlereagh  said, 
Uiat  the  getttlemen  present  might  incur  a 
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pnemumre,  if  they  appeared  to  deUberat^ 
aa  a  House  of  Commoiifl.  It  waa  remarb* 
edf  that  there  could  be  no  hann  in  a  con« 
venation  between  Mr.  C  M.  Sutton  and 
his  friends  round  the  table.  The  Speech 
was  not  read,  and  the  gentlemen  sepa- 
rated* 


The  following  Prodamaibns  were  isr 
sued  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon : 

By  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
lie^nt  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
'    Briuio  and  Ireland,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majesty. 

A  PaOGLAKATIOVy 

For  declaring  the  calling  of  a  Kew  Parliament 

GaoaoE  P.  R, 
Whereas  we,  acting  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  migesty,  have  thought  fit, 
l^  and  with  the  advice  of  his  m^esty*s  privy 
GoiMicilt  to  dissolve,  and  have  by  sua»  advice 
1^  aforesaid  this  day  dissolved  the  parliament, 
begun  and  bolden  at  Westminster  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one. 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  in  the 
fiAy- third  year  of  his  nigesty's  reign,  and  firom 
thence  continued  hy  several  prorogations  to 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and 
yhich  on   the  said  twentyf«eventh  day  of 
January  was  bolden  and  sat  and  continued 
sitting  from  thence  untU  and  upon  this  tenth 
deyofjune,  when  it  was  by  us  dissolved  as 
aforesiiid.    And  we  being  desirous  and  re- 
solved, as  soon  as  may  he,  to  meet  his  msr 
jesty*8  people,  and  to  have  their  advice  in 
parliament,  do  hereby  make  known  to  all  hb 
majesty's  loving  subjects  our  will  and  plea- 
sure to  ^1  a  new  parliament :  and  do  hereby 
farther  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  the  bo- 
haU"  of  his  majesty,  tha^  with  the  advice  of 
bis  m^esty's  privy  council,  we  have  this  day 
given  order  that  the  chancellor  of  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  called  Great  Britain, 
and  the  chancellor  of  Ireland,  do  respectively 
forthwith  issue  out  writs,  in  due  form  and  ac- 
cord i&ig  to  law,  for  calling  a  new  parliament. 
And  we  do  bmby  alsQ,  m  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  m^esty,  by  this  Prodaraa- 
tion  under  the  great  seal  of  the  United  King- 
dooip  require  writs  forthwith  to  be  issued  ac- 
cordingly by  the  said  chancellors  resoectively, 
for  causing  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporu^ 
and  Commons,  who  are  to  serve  in  the  sud 
parliament,  to  be  retuned  to  and  give  their  at- 
Ssndance  in  the  said  parliament;  which  writs 
are  to  be  returnable  on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of 
Aittzust  neat 

.  uiven  at  the  Court  at  CariloD-honse,  the 
iOth  day  of  Junet  one  thousand  eisht 
hundred  and  eighteei^  and  in  the  fifty- 
dghth  year  of  his  Mi^est^s  reign. 
Oodtwetke  Kia^. 

By  bis  Soyal  Hidmesa  the  Pnnoe  of  Wales, 
Begent  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 


Britain  and  Ireland,  in  theiiame  and  on 

the  behalf  Of  his  Ma)|esty. 

A  PaOCLAMATIOV, 

In  ord.er  to  the  Electing  and  aummoniog  ibe 
sixteen  Peers  of  ScoUaod. 

GaoaoB  P.  R. 
Whereas  we  have,  acting  in  the  name  nod. 
on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  and  by  and  witb 
the  advice  of  his  majes^'s  piivy  coisncii^ 
thought  fit  to  declare  our  pleasure  for  auns- 
momng  and  holdiiuE  a  parliament  of  the 
United  King<)om  of  Great  Britain  and  Irdkand, 
on  Tuesday,  tbjs  fourth  day  of  August  next 
ensuing  the  date  hereof:  in  order  therefcrw 
to  the  electing  and  summoning  thp  siiteea 
peers  of  Scotland,  who  ate  to  sit  m  the  Hooao 
of  Peers  in  the  said  parliament,  we  do,  acting 
as  aforesaid,  by  the  advice  of  his  mi^ie^lj's 
privy  council,  issue  forth  this  Proolamatioo, 
strictly  charetng  and  eoromaodiog  all  the 
peers  of  SooUand  to  assemble  and  meet  at 
Holy  Rood  house,  in  Edinburgh,  on  Friday, 
the  twenW-iburth  day  of  July  next  ensuing, 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  In  the 
afternoon,  to  nominate  and  choose  the  six- 
teen peers  to  sit  and  vote  in  the  House  of 
Peers  in  the  said  ensuing  parliament,  by  open 
election  and  plurality  of  voices  of  the  peers 
that  shall  be  then  present,  and  of  the  proaues 
of  such  as  shall  be  absent  (such  proiies  being 

Seers,  Slid  producing  a  mandate  in  writing 
uly  signed  before  witnesses,  and  both  the 
constituent  and  proxy  b^og  oualified  accord- 
ing to  law) :  and  the  loraclerk  register,  or 
such  two  of  the  principal  clerks  of  the  session 
as  shall  be  appotnteaby  him  to  ofiBciatein 
his  name,  are  hereby  respectivel  v  required  to 
to  attend  such  meeting,  and  to  administer  the 
oaths  required  hy  law  to  be  taken  there  by  the 
said  peers,  and  to  take  their  votes;   and  im- 
mediate! v  after  such  election  made  and  duly 
,  examineo,  to  certify  the  names  of  the  sixteen 
peers  so  elected,  and  sign  and  attest  the  same 
in  the  presence  of  the  said  peers  the  elecfljrs, 
and   return  such   certificate  into  the  h%h 
Court  of  Chancery  of  Great  Britain:  and  we 
do,  hy  this  Proclamation,  strictly  commsad 
and  require  the  piovost  of  Edinburgh,  and  all 
other  tne  ma^strates  of  the  said  city,  to  take 
especial  care  to  preserve  the  peace  tbsieo( 
during  the  time  of  the  said  election,  and  to 
prevent  all  manner  of  riots,  tumults,  dis- 
orders, and  violence  whatsover.     And  we 
strictly  charge  and  command  that  this  Pro- 
clamation be  duly  published  at  the  Market 
Cross  at  Edinburgn,  and  in  all  the  county 
towns  of  Scotland,  twen^-five  days  at  Issst 
before  the  time  hereby  appointed  lor  the 
meeting  of  the  said  peers  to  prooecd  tossdl 
election. 
Witness  George  Pirince  of  Wales,  Sqent 
of  the  Uniteid  Kingdom  of  Great  Bntain 
and  Ireland,  at  Westminster,  the  teoth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  in  the  fifty-eighth  ytu  of 
his  Ally  estyieign. 

God  M«0  ike  King. 


i«0 
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LIST  OF  PUBLIC  ACTS, 

P^uiei  m  ihe  8iM  Se$mn  tf  the  Iffih  P4irUameni  qf  ike   UnUed  Kingdm  of 

Oreai  Briimn  aad  IrOanL-^^  GEO.  lU.  A.  D.  1818. 


U  An  Act  to  fepnl  aa  act  ntde  ia  the  kst 
flesMon  of  parliament,  iDtituM  '  An  act 

*  to  contiDiieaii  act  to  empowarhiamojet^ 

*  to  secure  and  detain  auch  panoaa  aa  hia 
.  ^  nnjealyahalltuapectavaoonapinBg  against 

*  fcis  person  and  soTemiDeot/ 
f .  To  suspend,  unuJ  tho  end  of  tbe  pieaant 

aasaion  of  partiammt,  the  operation  of  an 
act  made  in  Xh4  last  session  of  parlianicnt, 
Co  |in>vidc  Ibr  tbe  more  d^bcnte  Intesti^ 
ption  of  preaentmenta  to  be  made  bj  ipuod 
turiea  for  roads  and  pvUic  works  in  Ire* 
land,  and  for  accounting  for  money  raised 
Inr  sttch  presenlmenlB. 

3.  rorcontinoing  to  bis  wajttHj  oerlain  du- 
tiea  on  malt,  sogar^  tobacco,  and  anuff,  in 
Chwaft  Britain;  and  on  pensiona,  offices, 
a|Kl  personal  estalea^  in  England;  for  tbe 
.acBviceof  tho  year  1818. 

i.  For  raiaine  tfie  sum  of  thirty  millions,  by 
axohequer  taUsy  iat  the  service  of  the  year 
1818. 

5.  To  indemnify  sueb  persons  in  the  united 
kingdom  aa  ha.ve  ooMtted  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  offices  and  employments^  and  for 
•xtending  the  time  lioaited  for  tlMse  pur- 
noees  reapeetiTely,  until  the  95th  day  of 
If  arch  1810 ;  and  to  permit  such  persons 
in  Great  Britain  aa  have  omitted  to  make 
and  file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  inden- 
tures of  clerks  to  attomies  and  solicitors, 
to  make  and  file  the  same  on  or  befiwe  the 
first  day  of  Hilary  term,  1810 ;  and  to  allow 
persons  to  make  and  file  such  affidavits,  al* 
though  the  persons  whom  they  served  shall 
have  n^lecled  to  take  out  thdr  annual 
certificates. 

6.  For  indemnifying  persona  who,  since  the 
adth  day  of  Januai^,  181f,  have  acted  in 
appfehending»  imprisonina,  or  detaining  in 
custody  persons  suspected  of  high  treason 
or  IfeasonaUe  practices^  and  in  the  su|k 
pression  of  tnmultooos  and  unlawftd  as* 
fWimhiifiSi 

7.  To  indemnify  all  persons  who  have  been 
oaneeroed  in  advising,  isauing,  or  carrying 
into  executkm  any  order  or  orders  for  per- 
mitting the  importation  and  eiportation  of 
certain  goods  and  commodities  in  foreign 
bottoms  into  and  out  of  certain  of  hia  ma- 
jea^a  Weat^India  ialands. 

8.  To  aotheriae  tiie  mretttors  of  the  hoepilal 
of  kingCharlea  tbe  and  for  andent  and 
mainm  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  amy  of 
Irdand  (nsoally  called  the  royal  hospital 
at  Rilmainham),  to  suspend  or  take  away 
tbe  pensiona  of  such  pennoners  of  the  said 
hospital  as  shall  be  guUigr  of  any  finud  in 


respect  of  priaa^noney  or  pennons,  or  of 
any  other  groes  miscondnct. 

9.  To  further  continue,  until  the  5th  day  of 
July,  1818,  two  acU  of  Iho  64th  year  of  faia 
present  miyesty,  fi>r  repealing  the  duties  of 
customs  on  madder  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  fixr  granting  other  duties  in 
lien  thereof. 

10.  To  rectify  a  mistake  in  an  act,  passed  in 
the  55th  vear  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
majesty,  mr  punishinff  mutiny  ano  desei^ 
tion,  and  to  indemnity  certain  peiaens  in 
relation  thereto. 

11*  For  punishiog  mutiny  and  desertkm ;  and 

for  the  better  payment  of  tho  armyand 

their  quarters. 
It.  For  the  regukting  of  his  majesty's  n^ 

aaarine  forcea  while  on  shore. 
18.  Forchargin|;doties  on  licences  forfetail- 

ififf  aqua  vilB  in  Scotland. 

14.  To  amend  an  i^t  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  for  preventing  the  fiirttier  ctr« 
culatfon  of  deliarsand  tokens  issued  by  the 
g.«oor«i«»p«.yofth.b«*ofE-g. 

15.  To  amend  an  act  made  in  the  fidth  year 
of  his  peesent  majesty,  for  the  encourace- 
ment  of  the  fisheries  carried  on  In  me 
Greenland  Seas  and  Davis's  Straights,  so 
far  as  relatea  to  the  oaths  thereby  rM^ired 
to  be  taken. 

16.  To  continue  until  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1819,  and  amend  an  act  of  the  50tfi  year  of 
his  present  miyesty,  for  reducing  the  dulies 
payable  on  horses  used  for  tlw  pmposes 
therein  mentioned. 

17.  For  charging  certain  dutiea  on  four- 
wheeled  carriages  constructed  and  dnwA 
in  the  manner  tnerein  described.   * 

18.  To  oharte  an  additwnal  duty  on  eoeks 
ready-madWy  imported  into  IrelsM. 

19.  To  allow  fiw  three  years^  and  until  aik 
weeka  after  the  commencement  of  the  then 
neatsession  of  periiament,  the  importalioQ 
into  ports  specially  appointed  by  hia  ma- 
jesty, witlunthejwovtnces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Bnmawick^of  the  artidea  theiein 
enumerated,  and  the  re-eiportation  thereof 
finom  twAi  porta. 

to.  For  more  offiKtnally  diaeowring  thelon* 
gitiide  at  sea,  and  encouraging  attempts  to 
find  a  Northern  passage  Tietwcen  the  At- 
bntic  and  Piadfie  oeeana,  and  to  ^proadi 
tfie  Northern  polo. 

ai.  To  revive  and  continuci  until  the  5tli  day 
of  July,  1819,  several  laws  rdafog  to  the 
dutiea  on  glasa  made  in  Great  Britain;  and 
to  prohibit  the  making  of  smalts  within  a 
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certain  distanc«  of  any  other  glass-house, 
or  by  the  maker  of  any  other  kind  of  glass, 

52.  For  fixuiff  the  rates  of  subsistence  to  be 
pidd  to  ini&eepers  and  others  on  quarter* 
ing  soldiers. 

53.  For  raising  the  sum  of  three  millioos,  by 
the  transfer  of  certain  SJ.  per  centum  an- 
nuities into  other  annuities,  at  the  rate  of 

.  3/.  lOf .  )>er  centum ;  and  for  granting  an- 
nuitiea  to  discharge  certain  exchequer  nills. 

54.  For  enabling  his  majestv  to  make  further 
poovision  for  his  royal  highness  the  duke  di 
Cambridge,  and  to  settle  an  annuity  on  the 

Erincass  of  Hesse,  in  case  she  shall  survive 
is  said  royal  highness. 

55.  For  enabling  bis  maiesty  to  settle  an  an- 
nuity on  her  royal  highness  the  duchesaof 
Cumberland,  in  case  of  her  surviving  his 
royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 

fl6.  To  continue,  until  the  6th  day  of  July, 
1819,  two  acts  made  in  the  54th  and  60th 
years  of  his  present  majesQr's  reign,  for 
regulating  the  trade  in  spirits  between  Great 
Britain  imd  Ireland  xeciprocaUy,  and  to 
amend  the  same. 

87.  To  j^ermit  the  importation  of  certain  ar* 
tides  mto  his  majesty's  colonies  or  plantar 
tions  in  the  West-Indies,  or  on  the  conti* 
nent  of  South  America ;  and  also  certain 
articles  into  certain*  ports  in  the  West- 
Indies. 

£8.  To  repeal  an  act  made  in  the  56th  year 
of  hb  present  majestv's  reign,  for  establish- 
ing the  use  of  an  hydrometer  called  Sikes's 
hydrometer,  in  ascertaining  the  strength,  of 
spirits,  instead  of  Clarke's  hydrometer ;  and 
for  making  other  provisions  in  lieu  thereof. 

SO.  For  regulating  the  payment  of  fees  for 
pardons  under  the  great  seal. 

SO.  For  preventing  frivolous  and  vexatious 
actions  of  assault  and  battery,  and  for  slan- 
derous words,  in  courts. 

dl.  Xo  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  53rd  y^ar 
of  his  miyesty's  rei^n,  to  make  further  re- 
gulations for  the  bmldingand  repairing  of 
court  bouses  and  sessbnsliouses  in  Ireland. 

dS.  To  amend  so  much  of  an  act  of  the  55th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  as  relates  to 
the  salaries  of  cleivymen  officiating  as 
chaplains  in  houses  ofcorrection. 

93.  To  alter  the  allowance  for  broken  plate 
glass,  and  to  exempt  manufacturers  of  cer- 
tain glass  wares  from  penalties  for  not  be- 
ine  hcensed. 

34.  To  repeal  the  several  bounties  on  the  ex- 
portation of  refined  sugar  from  any  part  of 
liie  united  kingdom,  and  to  allow  other 
bounties  in  lieu  thereof,  until  the  5th  day 
of  July,  1680,  and  for  reducing  the  size 
of  the  packages  in  which  refined  sugar  may 
be  exported. 

35.  To  provide  for  the  maintaining  of  the 
royal  canal  from  the  river  IMley  to  the 
river  Shannon  in  Ireland. 

30.  To  cairy  into  execution  a  treaty  made  be- 
tween hbmiyestyand  the  king  of  Spain, 
for  the  preventing  traffic  in  slaves. 


37.  For  further  continuing,  until  the  5th  day 
of  July,  1819,  an  act  of  the  54th  year  o^ 
lus  present  mi^eety,  to  continue  the  restrio- 
tions,  contained  in  several  acts  of  his  ]>re- 
sent  muesljy,  on  payments  of  cash  b^  tbe 
Bank  of  England. 

38.  To  extend  and  render  more  effectual  the 
present  regulations  for  the  relief  of  sea.- 
farine  men  and  boys,  subjects  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  fiiitain  and  Ireland,  ua 
foreign  parts. 

39.  To  explain  and  amend  an  act  passed  in 
the  56th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  preeent 
<D%jesty,  for  amending  the  law  of  Ireland 
respecting  the  leoovery  of  tenements  from 
Absconding,  overhoklmg,  and  defaulting 
tenants,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  tenant 
from  undue  distress. 

40.  To /continue  the  laws  now  in  force  relating 
to jveomannr  corps  in  Ireland. 

41.  To  amend  an  act  made  in  the  56th  3*ear 
of  hb  present  majesty,  for  regulating  and 
securing  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
paper  in  Ireland^  and  to  allow  a  drawback 
of  the  ^lutv  on  paper  used  in  printing  certun 
books  at  the  prass  of  Trinity  College,  DabKn. 

4S.  For  enabling  the  trustee  of  certain  pre- 
mises at  Great  Yarmouth,  in  the  coun^  of 
Norfolk,  held  in  trust  for  his  mi^esty,  ta 
execute  a  conveyance  of  the  same  to  a  pur- 
chaser thereof. 

43.  For  preventing  the  destruction  of  tha 
breed  of  salmon,  and  fish  of  ealmon  kind, 
in  the  rivers  of  England 

44.  To  alter  the  applicatwn  of  part  of  the  sum 
•of  50,000/.  eranted  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
56th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, mtituled  'An  act  for  improving  the 
*  road  from  the  city  of  Olasgow  to  the  dty 
<  of  Carlisle.' 

45.  For  building  and  promoting  the  building 
of  additional  churches  in  populous  parishes. 

46.  For  relief  of  persons  entitled  to  entailed 
estates,  to  be  purchased  with  trust  monies, 
in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Ireland. 

47.  To  establish  fever  hospitals,  and  to  make 
other  regulations  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
fering poor,  and  for  preventing  the  increase 
of  infectious  fevers  in  Ireland. 

48.  To  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  banks  for  savings,  in 
Eneland. 

49.  lo  explain  three  acts,  passed  in  the  46th, 
47th,  and  51st  years  of  his  majesty's  reign, 
respectively,  for  the  abolition  of  the  sbve 
trade. 

50.  To  amend  and  continue,  until  the  10th 
day  of  November,  lASO,  an  act  passed  in 
the  56th  year  of  hb  present  majesty,  to  r^ 
peal  the  duties  payable  in  Scotland  upon 
wash  and  spirits,  and  distillers  licences  \  to 
grant  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof;  and  to 
establish. further  regulations  for  the  diitil- 
lalion  of  spirits  from  corUi  for  home  ooo* 
sumptioup  in  Scotland* 
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61.  To  amend  certain  acts  passed  in  the  4th 
jear  of  king  Edward  the  4tb ;  Ist  and  10th 
years  of  queen  Anne;  Ist,  19th,  and  ISth 
years  of  king  George  the  1st;  13th,  S9ad, 
and  99th « years  of  Icing  George  theSnd; 
and  13th  and  57th  years  of  king  George  the 
3rd;  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  wa^es 
of  workmen  in  certain  trades  otherwise 
than  in  the  lawful  coin  or  money  of  this 
realm. 

59.  To  continue,  until  the  90tb  dav  of  June, 
1890,  an  act  of  the  59nd  year  of  his  present 
myesty,  for  the  more  effectual  presenratk>n 
of  the  peace,  by  enforcing  the  duties  of 
watching  and  warding. 

53.  For  enabling  bis  majesty  to  make  further 
vrovtsion  for  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Kenty  and  to  settle  an  annuity  on  the  prin- 
cess of  Leininaen.  in  case  she  shall  survive 
his  said  royal  highness. 

64.  To  gxant  certain  rates,  duties,  and  taxes 
in  Ireland,  in  respect  of  fire  hearths,  win- 
dows, male  servants,  horses,  carriages,  and 
dogs,  in  lieu  of  former  rates,  duties,  and 
taxes  thereon;  and  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof  to  the  collectors  of  excise, 

*  and  for  the  more  eflfedual  accounting  for 
the  same. 

55.  To  continue  until  the  5th  day  of  July, 
1819,  two  acts  of  the  54th  year  of  his  pre- 
sent majesty,  for  repealing  the  duties  of 
customs  on  madder  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

56.  To  make  perpetual  an  act  of  the  46th  year 
of  his  present  mtyesty,  for  gianting  an  ad- 
ditional troonty  on  the  exportation  of  the 
silk  manuftctunnes  of  Qreat  Britain. 

57.  To  amend  an  act  of  cbe  55th  year  of  his 
present  majes^,  for  granting  duties  of  ex- 
cise inlreaniupon  certain  licences,  and 
for  securing  the  payment  of  such  duties, 
and  the  regulating  of  the  issuing  of  such 
licences. 

58.  To  defray  the  charge  of  the  pay,  clothing, 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  disembodi^ 
militia  in  Great  Britain;  and  for  granting 
allowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern 
officers,  adjutanfoy  quartermasters,  surgeons, 
surgeons  mates,  and  seijeant  majors  of  mi- 
litia, until  the  95th  day  of  March,  1819. 

59.  .Eor  defraviug,  until  the  95th  day  of  June, 
1810,  the  charm  of  the  pay  and  dothing  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland ;  and  for  making  al- 
lowances in  certain  cases  to  subaltern  offi- 
cers of  the  said  militia  during  peace. 

60.  To  continue,  until  three  months  afier  the 
ceasing  of  any  restriction  imposed  on  the 
Bank  of  England  from  issuing  cash  in  pay- 
ment, the  several  acts  for  confirming  and 
continuing  the  restrictions  on  payments  in 
cash  by  the  bank  of  Ireland. 

61.  For  the  better  accommodation  of  his  ma- 
jesty's packets  within  the  harbour  on  the 
north  side  of  the  hill  of  Uowth,  and  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  shipping  therein. 

62.  To  continue,  until  the  1st  day  of  August, 


1810|  two  acts  of  his  present  myesty,  al- 
lowing the  bringine  of  coals,  culnit  wid  cin- 
ders to  London  ana  Westminster. 

63.  To  revive  and  continue,  until  the  95th  dav 
of  March,  1819,  an  act  made  in  tiie'49th 
year  of  his  present  myes^r,  to  permit  the 
importation  of  tobacco  from  any  place 
whatever. 

64.  To  make  further  regidations  respecting 
the  payment  of  navy  priie-rooo^,  and  to 
authorize  the  governors  of  Greenwich  hos* 
pital  to  pay  over  certain  shares  of  priae- 
money  due  to  Russian  seamen  to  his  cioel- 
lency  the  Russian  ambassador. 

65.  For  repealing  the  duties  of  excise  on  ver- 
juice and  vinegar,  and  granting  other  du- 
ties in  lieu  thereof;  and  for  more  eflbctnally 
securing  the  duties  of  excise  on  vinegar  or 
acetous  acid. 

e6.  To  empower  any  three  or  more  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt  to  exercise  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  given  to  the  said  commissioneffs 
by  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament. 

67.  To  provide  for  the  more  deliberate  inve»> 
ligation  of  presentments  to  be  made  by 
erand  juries  for  roads  and  public 'Worics  in 
Xreland,  and  for  aocoontiiig  for  money 
raised  by  such  presentments. 

68.  To  ref«al  so  much  of  an  act  passed  in 
Ireland  in  the  9th  year  of  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  intituled  <  An  act  for  taldng 

*  away  the  benefit  of  cleigy  in  certain 
'cases;  and  for  taking  away  the  book  in 

*  all  cases;  and  for  repealing  part  of  the 

*  statute  for  transporting  fekHis;'  as  takes 
"*   away  the  benefit  of  ckigy  from  persons 

stealmg  privily  from  the  person  of  another ; 
and  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  ciine 
of  larceny  from  the  person. 

69.  For  the  reeulation  of  parish  vestries. 

70.  For  repealing  such  parts  of  several  acts 
as  allow  pecuniary  and  other  rewards  on 
the  conviction  of  persons  for  hiEhway  rob* 
bery,  and  other  crimes  and  ofiences;  and 
for  facilitating  the  means  of  prosecuting 
persons  accu^  of  felony  and  other  ow 
fences. 

71.  For  granting  to  his  majesty  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  be  raittd  by  lotteries. 

79.  For  improving  and  completing  the  har- 
bour of  IJunmore,  in  the  county  of  Water- 
ford,  and  rendering  it  a  fit  situatk>n  for  his 
majesty's  packets. 

73.  For  regulatine  the  payment  of  re^mental 
debts,  and  the  distribution  of  the  effects  of 
officers  and  soldiers  dyins  in  service^and  the 
receipt  of  sums  due  to  soldiers. 

74.  For  the  ftirther  regulalioii  of  payments  of 
pensions  to  soldiers  upon  the  establish- 
ments of  Chelsea  and  Kumainfaam. 

75.  For  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
offences  connected  with  the  unlawful  de- 
struction and  sale  of  game. 

76.  To  subject  foreigners  to  arrest  and  deten* 
tion  for  smugzling  within  certain  distances 
of  any  of  the  aoounions  of  his  majesty ;  for 
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regvlating  rewards  to  th«  seiiing  oflfeers, 
acoording  to  the  tonnage  of  veafleh  or  boats 
seized  ami  eondemned;  and  for  the  further 
]»re¥ention  of  the  importation  of  tea  with* 
out  making  due  entry  thereof  with  the 
officers  of  oistoms  and  eicise. 
7?.  To  repeal  the  du^  upon  rock  salt  deli- 
vered for  feeding  or  mixing  with  the  food 
of  cattle,  and  imposing  another  duty,  and 
wM>1ging  Other  provisions  in  lieti  thereof. 

78.  To  make  further  provision  for  the  better 
eecuring  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
OMdt,  and  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
brewers  in  Ireland. 

79.  To  amend  an  act  of  the  64th  year  of  his 
preaent  majesty's  reign,  for  granting  duties 
on  auctions  in  Irelaira. 

80.  To  amend  an  act  passed  in  the  57th 
year  of  his  present  majesty,  for  permitting 
the  transfer  of  catntal  from  certain  "public 
Stocks  or  funds  in  Great  Britain  to  certain 
puUic  stocks  or  funds  in  Ireland. 

61.  For  exteodins  to  that  pari  of  the  united 
kinedom  called  Ireland  certain  provisions 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  rela- 
tion to  executors  under  the  age  of  SI  years, 
and  to  matrimonial  contracts. 

89.  To  prevent  firanda  in  the  aale  of  grain  in 
Ireland.  • 

89.  To  amend  and  reduee  into  one  act  the 
several  laws  relating  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Easl-India  company  are  re^pured 
to  hire  ships. 

M.  Tn  remove  doubia  as  to  tha  validity  of 
certain  marri^ea  had  and  splemniaed  with- 
in the  British  territories  in  India. 

85.  To  carry  into  execulion  a  convanlson 
made  between  his  m^ty  and  the  king 
of  Portugidi  for  the  preventkig  traffie  m 
slaves. 

86.  For  raising  the  sum  of  eleven  millions 
six  hundred  thousand jpounds  by  exchequer 
biUs^  for  the  service  ot  the  year  1818^ 

87.  For  raising  the  sum  of  eight  Iwndied 
^   thousand  [wunds  Brituh  eumney,  by  trea- 

swy  biUa,  m  Ireland,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1818. 

88.  To  amend  two  acts,  made  in  the  last  ses- 
flioft  of  pailiainent,  for  airthociaing  the  issue 
of  exchequer  bills^  and  the  advance  of  mo- 
ney for  carrying  an  public  werfco  and  fishe- 
ries^ and  employment  of  the  poor;  and  to 
extend  the  poworaof  thecommissionera  ap- 
pointed for  carrving  the  said  acta  into  eae- 
cutiott  in  IfdJano. 

89.  To  repeal  so  BMch  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
43rd  yaarnf  hiaptcaent  majeatyiaarequiaes 
the  attendance  of  magiBtniteaon  board  vas- 
sals eanpyinc  pniaeagrr%  fnm  the  united 
kingdom  to  nia  aMJeaty'a  plantations^  or  to 
foreign  parts. 

90.  To  alter  and  amend  ceftain  of  the  provi- 


sions of  an  act  pasaed  in  the  Slst  year  of  his 
majesty's  reign,  intituled  '  An  act  to  pro- 

<  vide  for  the  administratioo  of  the  roya.1 
*  authority,  and  for  the  care  of  his  nugesty's 
'  royal  person,  during  the  continuance  of 

<  his  majesty's  illness ;  and  for  the  resnoap* 
^  tion  of  the  exercise  of  the  royal  authority 

<  by  his  majesty.' 

91.  Forappomting  commissioners  to  inquire 
concerning  chanties  in  England  for  the 
education  of  the  poor. 

99.  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  provisions 
of  several  acts,  passed  in  the  5tst  and  Mnd 
years  respectively  of  the  reign  of  h  is  present 
majesty,  for  enabling  wives  and  fiunilies  of 
solaiers  to  return  to  their  homes. 

93.  To  afibrd  relief  to  the  bmajide  holders  of 
negotiable  securities,  whhoik  notice  that 
they  were  given  for  a  usurious  constden- 
tion. 

94.  To  continne,  until  the  S9th  day  of  Sep* 
temher,  1819,  and  to  amend  an  act  pasaed 
in  Ireland,  in  the  d6th  year  of  hb.preaent 
B^ieaty,  for  the  impfovement  and  exteo> 
sk>n  of  the  fisheriea  on  the  coasts  of  Ire- 
land. 

95.  To  regulate  the  doctien  of  corsoera  for 
counties. 

96.  To  contintte,  for  the  term  of  twoyear^ 
and  until  the  end  of  the  session  of  par^- 
ment  in  which  that  terai  shatt  expire^  if 
parliaaaent  shall  be  tbsn sitting,  an aetof 
the  Mth  year  of  his  ptesent  nu^csty,  for 
establishing  regulations  respecting  idiins 

*  srrhmg  in  or  residedt  in  this  kingdom,  in 
certain  cases. 

97.  To  prevent  slieas,  until  thaSMh  day  of 
March,  1819,  from  beooansn  naturalised, 
or  being  ssade  or  beGQaaiag  deniaens^  es^ 
cent  in  certain  csaes. 

98.  Toeaplaln  and  amend  an  act  passed  in 
the  &tst  year  of  his  nnyesty^s  raign,  fo^ 
rendering  more  effectual  an  act  nMe  in 
the  47th  year  of  his  majesty's  reign,  for  tiie 
abolition  of  the  skbve  trade. 

99.  For  aiiaring  and  amead'mg  an  act  made 
in  the  56tti  year  of  his  pressrsK  miyatyy  to 
amend  an  act  made  in  the  48th  year  of^his 
praaent  nuyea^.  Is  improve  the  land  reve- 
nue of  thecRnn\  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
mat  forest  of  Brecknock  inthecouniSf  of 
firecknodc;  and  for  vestiiig  in  his  mives^ 
certain  pasts  of  the  said  forest^  and  form- 
dosing  the  said  forest. 

100*  For  vesting  in  his  mnestv  certain  parts 
of  the  ha^a  of  Birklandand  Bilbagh^  and 
of  eertsin  conunoaable  landa  and  open  un^i 
inclosed  preands  in  thetowndiip  of  ndwin- 
stowe,  within  the  forest  of  Sherwood,  in  the 
county  of  Nottingham. 

lot.  For  applying  certain  monies  therein 
mentionea  for  im  servics  of  the  year  1819k 
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INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Ordered,  Inf  the  Haute  qfCommont,  to  be  printed,  QSth  Majf  1818^ 

« 

The  Sklect  Committsk  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  state  the  Income  an<f 
Expenditure  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  year  ended  the  5th  of  January 
1818 ;  and  also  to  consider  and  state  the  probable  Income  and  Expenditare  (sa 
far  as  the  same  can  now  be  estimated  )i  for  the  years  ending  the  5th  of  January 
1S19  and  the  5th  of  January  1820  respectively,  and  to  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  obsenrations  thereupon,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  House ;  and  also  ta 
consider  what  farther  measures  may  be  ad<^ted  for  the  reCef  of  die  country  fron 
any  part  of  the  said  Expenditure,  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest  >— 

Having  laid  before  the  House  in  their  Fourth  Report,^  presented  in  the  last 
session,  a  view  of  the  public  Income  and  Expenditure  for  the  year  ended  the  5th 
January  1817»  distinguished  under  the princi[Mil  heads;  and  likewise,  an  Estimate  of 
the  probable  Income  and  Expenditure  tor  the  years  1817  and  1818 ;  and  having  since 
had  under  their  consideration  the  accounts  presented  in  the  present  session,  relating 
to  the  actual  Receipt  and  Expenditure  of  the  year  1817 :  proceed  to  lay  befpre  the 
House  the  result  or  these  documents  with  reference  to  their  Estimate  of  last  year,  iiot 
order  that  the  House  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  perceive  how  far  the  opinions  of  the 
Committee  upon  this  very  important  subject  have  been  justified  hitherto  %i^tbe  event, 
and  to  judge  in  what  degree  the  expectations  which  they  expressed  in  their  Report 
above  referred  to,  may,  at  the  present  period,  appear  likely  to  be  ultimately  realised. 

In  proceeding  to  this  examination  and  comparison,  your  Committee  wish  to  call  to 
the  recollection  of  the  House  the  di£5culties  which  they  experienced,  as  they  stated 
in  that  Report,  in  forming  the  Estimate  required  upon  the  actual  state  of  the  Revenue 

*  For  a  eop7  of  the  Fourth  Report,  Me  Vol.  36,  Appendix,  p.  Ixzxi. 
Vol.  XXXVIII.    A^tnduc.  (a) 
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as  exhibited  in  the  accounts  of  die  latest  year  then  before  thenii  owing  to  the  ▼erjr 
peculiar  circumstances  by  which  the  produce  of  that  year  (1816)  had  been  hnpaired  ; 
several  of  which,  even  at  the  time  when  your  Committee  were  consideriog  the  subject^ 
were  still  in  operation.    It  was  for  this  purpose  deemed  expedient  to  have  recourse  to 
the  accounts  of  the  three  latest  antecedent  vears  not  affected  by  these  circumstances  ; 
viz.  1812,  I813>  and  1814;  the  average  of  which  three  years,  when  divested  of  all 
augmentations  and  diminutions  occasioned  by  alterations  in  the  rate  of  duties,  was 
found  to  correspond  very  nearly  with  the  average  of  the  two  years  1815  and  I8I69 
taken  upon  the  same  principle ;  the  year  1815  having  yielded  a  very  large,  and  the 
year  1816,  a  proportionably  reduced,  produce :— And  your  Committee  farther  remincl 
the  House,  that  after  havine  assumed  those  averages  as  a  fair  basis  for  their  Estimate, 
and  having  thereby  arrived  at  the  result  which  they  presented  to  the  House,  they 
expressed  distinctly  their  <<  wish  to  be  clearly  understood  as  not  statins  a  confident 
**  opinion,  that  the  Estimate  thus  framed  woula  be  realised  within  the  (then)  present 
**  year.    For  though  they  saw,  on  the  one  hand,  reason  to  expect  that  the  receipts 
<*  of  the  Exchequer  might  (when  the  change  which  they  anticipated  took  place)  be 
*'  swelled,  in  the  first  instance,  somewhat  beyond  the  actual  increase  of  consumption, 
**  by  the  replenishment,  in  the  hands  of  the  dealers,  of  the  average  stocks  of  their 
"  respective  trades  (which  stocks,  they  had  reason  to  believe,  had  been  greatly 
<<  reduced) ;  yet,  considering  how  much  of  the  year  must  have  elapsed  before  the 
<<  relief  to  oe  expected  from  the  ensuing  harvest  could  be  felt,  together  with  other 
'<  circumstances  which  might  operate  to  delay  the  expected  improvement,  they 
"  deemed  it  safer  to  present  a  less  sanguine  view,  and  to  assume,  that  even  with  the 
**  aid  of  the  arrears  of  the  property  tax  to  the  amount  of  <£.  2,800,000,  the  average 
*'  receipts  of  the  (then)  present  and  next  ensuing  years  might  not  exceed  the  limits 
'<  of  their  Estimate." 

Your  Committee  having  thus  referred  to  the  opinions  which  they  entertained  hst 
year,  and  to  the  principal  considerations  whereby  the  views  which  they  then  took  of 
the  subject  were  influenced,  are  now  enabled  to  state,  that  the  progress  of  the 
revenue  up  to  the  present  time,  has  justified  those  views,  and  affords  ample  reason  for 
anticipating,  within  the  current  year,  the  fulfilment  of  their  expectations. 

It  will  be  apparent,  indeed,  from  the  following  comparative  statements,  that  the 
Committee  were  fully  warranted,  as  well  in  the  doubts  which  they  entertained  with 
respect  to  an  immediate  improvement  of  the  revenue,  as  in  the  confident  hope  which 
they  expressed  of  its  accelerated  return  to  that  state  ^at  least)  of  productiveness 
from  which  it  had  suddenly  declined,  whenever  the  peculiar  causes  which  had  occa- 
sioned the  decline  should  have  ceased  to  operate. 

Your  Committee  now  proceed  to  show : — 

Ist*  The  actual  produce  of  the  revenue  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  January  1818y 
as  compared  with  the  Estimate  contained  in  their  Fourth  Report. 

2nd.  The  actual  produce  of  the  same  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  April  1818^ 
compared  in  the  same  manner. 

Srd.  A  comparative  view  of  the  revenue  in  the  quarten  ended  the  5th  April  181  ?» 
Snd  5th  April  1818,  respectively. 

In  these  statements,  which  are  prepared  in  conformity  with  accounts  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  Report,  the  revenues  collected  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respec- 
tively* are  kept  distinct ;  the  latter,  except  for  the  quarters  ended  5th  April  1817« 
and  5th  April  1818,  respectively,  being  stated  in  Irish  currency,  with  respect  to  eadi 
branch  of  the  revenue,  and  the  totals  only  converted  into  British  sterung,  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison  with  the  Estimate  in  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee, 
which  was  stated  in  thaf  manner. 


v] 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


[vi 


I. 

An  Account  of  the  Nett  Pboduci  of  the  Public  RsTiMint  in  Great  Britain 
and  Irdand,  in  the  year  ended  5tfa  January  1816,  oompared  with  the  Estimate 
presented  in  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Conunittee  of  Finance. 


EidBMteorthe 
ConaUitoo. 

■__«_,_i  o-^  J — 

Foimuicnt  Dvon* 

• 

Mort  than  the 

LNBthanUfee 

OuAT  BftiTAiv.^ Appendix  A.  1.} 

Coftoms  ••••••••••••••••■••••«•••«•••• 

Exdae ^ 

AigMiftj  mmI  l^fMl  Teset »«• 

X. 

9,340,657 
22,591,364 
7,136,864 
6,139,080 
1,485»500 
245,000 

£. 
9,761,480 
19,796,997 
7,990,849 
6.337,421 
1,338,000 
492,879 

£. 

490,823 

153,985 
205,341 

47,872 

£. 
2,865,067 

ftamnff      ,,.-.,...,.,,,,,,-, ,«. 

^^ 

l»n^  OAIj^ 

147,500 

MicoellaiMNni  •••!• 

^.  46,931^465 

^.44,946,919 
2,330,531 

£.    1,098,021 
Deduct  Increase 

PnaamDatlMil 
taMlhMi£ilkiuite{ 

44318 
12396 

3,019,567 

Voappropriated  War  Dutiet 

Arrears  of  Property  Tax  

68,560 
2,861,951 

1,098,091 

£.  1,984.546 

Ertifflate 

Receipt    more) 
than  Estimate  { 

£.  1,795,939 

2,864,898 

518,803 

78,750 

900,000 

47,277,450 
46,931.465 

laatAND.^ Appendix,  A.  9.) 

.f.  345,985 

CuttMBf  .............................. 

1,607.455  11  7{ 
2,308,903  11  3} 

563,691  11  3i 
69,0011    0  0 

219,396  14  2) 

^.118,484 
556.695 

fixciie  and  kmtmtd  Taxee.«. 

StanuM.. , 

Pdit  Office  

16,750 

Miacollanoom  ••• 

Irith 

^•5,338,390 

4,753,677    6  5} 

57,914 
Deduct  Increase 

Irish   

df.  691,929 

57,214 

Sritkh 

4.973.899 
46.9.11,465 

4,388,010  0  0 
47,977«450  0  0 

England  

^.634.715 

BrHish    

England 

^.51,905,364 
51.665,460 

51,665,460  0  0 

595,889 
1,984346 

Les  tban  Eitimate 

£,  939,904 

Total  Permanent  Duties  { 

£.  9.570.435 

less  than  Estimate  >    *** 
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II. 

An  Account  of  the  Nett  Produce  of  the  Public  Revenue  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  the  year  ended  5th  April  1818,  compared  with  the  Estimate  pre- 
sented in  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance. 


EMimsteorilw 
ConunitlBe. 

Actnl  Flpodvet. 

PcnBanent  Dvtkf. 

r 

More  dum  the 

Gjiiat  BBiTiLiM.--(Appeiidiz»  B.  1.) 
Costooifl  •..• .••.•...*•• 

£. 

9,340,657 
22,591,364 
'7,136.864 
6,132,080 
1,485,500 
245,000 

£. 

9,852.848 
20,236,047 
7.363,904 
6,433.569 
1,332,000 
467,547 

£. 

512,191 

227,040 
301,489 

222,547 

£. 

£zciie...... ••..••• •• 

2,355,317 

Atioiipd  And  f  And  Tutm  ..t***!.. 

Stamps •••«.•••...• • • 

^^^ 

Poit  Office  

133,500 

MiicelUneoat..M * 

^.46,991,465 

45,685,915 
1,561,716 

1,263.267 
Deduct  Increase 

PcmuMntDatki? 
leu  dna  Entmtfe  i 

34,989 
28,728 

2,508,817 

Unappropriated  War  DsUee  ...••• 
Armcf.of  Property  Tax   

39,068 
1,522,648 

1,263,267 

£.  1.245,550 

Estimate 

Receipt   more  / 
than  Estimate  { 

1,725,939 
2,864,898 

518.803 
78,750 

200,000 

^.47,247.631 
46,931,465 

laiLAND. — (Appendix,  B.  2.) 

df.  316.166 

Castoms 

Excise  and  Assessed  Taxes    • 

-Stamps ••••••• ••.•■• 

1.582,406 
2.398,239 

553,792 
52,000 

228,728 

143,533 
466,659 

Post  Office 

26,750 

MisctUaneoas 

Irish  

5,368,390 

4^15,165 

63,717 
Deduct  Increase 

Irish  

British    ... 
England... 

636,942 
63,717 

4,973,699 
46,931,405 

4,444,768 
47,247,631 

Eoglsnd.. ....... 

573.225 

d^.  51.905,364 
51,692,399 

51.699.399 

529.131 
1,245,550 

lisss  than  Estimate....*..... 

^.212,965 

TQtal  Permanent  Duties  > 
less  than  Estimates  *** 

£,  1.774.681 

III. 

An  Account  of  the  Nett  Produce  of  the  Public  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  the  quarters  ended  the  5tk  April  1817»  and  5th  April  1818,  respec- 
tively ;  exclusive  of  the  War  Malt  Duty  and  Property  Tax. 

Great  Britain.^— (Appendix,  C.  L)  5th  April  1817«  5tfa  April  1818. 

Customs £.  1,912,296    ^.2,008,664 

Excise 4,642,055    5,151,805 

Assessed  and  Land  Taxes  , 1,022,654 1,095,709 

Stamps 1,492,611     1,588,759 

Post  Office 342,000    886,000 

Jdiscellaneous  98,595    78,283 


46.9,510,211 


«f.  10,249,220 
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Ibbland.*-(  Appendix^  C.  2.) 

Customi ir.S24,6S5  .f.  901,514 

Exdie  and  Asiessed  Taxes 49S,S08  576,418 

Stamps   151,504  142,481 

Post  Office 12,000  2,770 

Miscellaneous    21,846  86,920 

«f.  1,008,293  i*.  1,060,058 

England 9,510,211 10,249,220 

^.10,518,504  «jf.  11,809,278 


From  the  foregoing  Accounts  it  appears,  that  in  Great  Britain  the  total  permanent 
revenue  for  the  year  1817,  fell  short  of  the  estimate  by  1,984,546/.,  which  £.t;t5ij»t 
being  more  than  compensated  by  a  receipt  of  2,261,951?.  of  arrears  of  Pro*  <!»»»> 
pert  J  Tax,  and  of  68,580^  of  other  unappropriated  War  Dutiet,  making  £.8.sso,5si 

together  2,880,581^   there  was  upon  the  whole,   an  excess  beyond  the   

estimate  of  845,985/.;  while  in  Ireland  there  was  a  deficit  of  £,s9i;so9  Bccdpi  ia  ireimd, 
585,889/.,  from  which  the  above  excess  being  deducted,  the    '  ic«thn  Enimiie.' 

difference  between  the  estimate  of  the  Committee  and  the     '^'^^^^SSSt^* 
actual  produce  of  the  revenue  in  the  United  Kingdom,  is  r^-^  -^  u^  a^  v^. 
exhibited  by  the  remainder ;  being  only  289,904,  upon  a  sum  ^i^!*?  '^°2LiJ!* 
of  51,905,000/. 

It  also  appears,  that  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  April  1818,  a  ooosiderable  improve- 
ment had  already  taken  place  in  the  revenue,  inasmuch  as  the  diflerence  between  the 
reiiceipt  and  the  estimate  m  Great  Britain  is,  in  that  period,  rednced  to  1,245,550/.; 
and  although  (he  sum  yielded  by  the  arrears  of  the  Property  Tax  was,  in  £.i^st2jR4» 
that  year,  only  1,522,648/.,  and  by  the  other  unappropriated  War  Duties  ^^^ 
89,068/.,  making  togeUier  1,561,716/.,  there  was  still  an  excess  of  produce,  £.1^1,710 
upon  the  whole,  beyond  the  estimate,  of  816,166/.  

In  Ireland  the  revenue  has  likewise  experienced  some  improvement  in  this  period, 
although  not  in  the  same  proportion  as  it  has  improved  in  Great  iw^mua  um  tkM 

Britain.    The  amount  appears  to  have  been  529,181/.  below     la&ti M-m^mi 

the  estimate,  which  being  set  against  the  total  excess  in  Great  '^iiSSS  "**"  sifi  im 
Briuin  as  above  stoted,  (of  816,166/.)  leaves  only  212,965/.  as  — """~  — •  Ji^:lZ 
the  whole  difference  between  the  actual  receipts  of  the  year  ^^^jfjjjT  ^  ^t  £M2jg6i 

ended  the  5th  of  April  1818,  and  the  estimate  of  the  Com-  

mittee  for  the  Um'ted  Kingdom. 

The  rapid  amendment  of  the  revenue,  which  these  accounts  exhibit  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  period  which  they  embrace,  u  more  particularly  and  satisfactorily  shown 
by  the  third  statement,  in  wnich  the  income  in  the  quarter  which  closed  on  the  5th 
April,  1818,  is  compared  with  that  which  was  yielded  m  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
the  year  1817.  From  this  account,  the  arrears  of  the  Property  Tax  and  the  other 
war  duties  are  excluded,  in  order  to  show  the  real  improvement  of  those  duties  only 
which  now  constitute  the  pennanent  revenue.  The  result  of  this  comparison  is  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  quarter  ended  the  5th  April,  1818,  for  Great  Britain,  of 
789,009/.,  and  for  Ireland,  of  56,760/.;  makiog,  upon  the  whole,  an  excess  of  795,769/. 
An  excess  of  actual  receipt  which  would  have  been  considerably  greater  if  the  pro- 
duce of  the  sugar  duties  had  been  divided  in  the  same  proportion  in  the  present  as 
in  the  last  year,  between  the  two  Quarters  ended  the  5th  January  and  the  5th  April. 
But  in  consequence  of  the  expected  rise  in  the  average  price  of  sugar  to  that  point  at 
which  it  becomes  chargeable  with  an  additional  duty  of  8#.  per  cwt.  a  great  quantity 
then  in  bond  was  taken  out  for  home  consumption,  immediately  before  the  close  of 
the  ouarter  endcfd  the  5th  January  last ;  from  which  period  the  additional  duty,  as 
bad  Seen  foreseen  by  the  merchants,  became  payable.  By  this  anticipated  payment 
"of  th9  duties,  the  produce  of  that  Quarter  was  matly  swelled,  and  a  corresponding 
deficil'4illcasioned  in  the  produce  or  the  succeeding  quarter.  With  a  view  to  satisfy 
themselves  upon  this  point,  your  Committee  called  for  an  account  of  the  nett  pay* 
ments  into  the  Exchequer,  under  the  head  of  Sugar  Duties,  in  the  two  quarters 
ended  the  5th  January  and  the  5th  April  1817,  and  1818  respectively;  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  the  du^,  in  the  half-year  ended  the  5th  April 
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1817,  was  1,681,768/.,  of  which  810,94U  was  reoeiTed  in  the  April  quarter; 
of  the  total  amount  of  the  duty  in  the  half-year  ended  the  5th  April  I8I89  viz. 
],837|479/.9  the  receipt  in  the  last  quarter  amounted  only  to  SOS^ISOL  Had  the 
same  proportion  prevailed  in  both  cases,  the  amount  would  have  been,  in  the  latter, 
886|012/.,  exceeoing  the  actual  payment  on  account  of  this  duty  by  577|832^«  and 
consequently  augmenting  in  the  same  degree,  the  excess  as  above  stated  of^BSfJOQL 
of  the  total  receipts  of  the  quarter  ended  the  5th  April  1818,  beyond  those  of  the 
5th  April  1817- 

Your  Committee  would  not,  indeed,  be  disposed  to  lay  much  stress  upon  the 
melioration  of  the  revenue  in  a  single  quarter,  or  to  build,  upon  that  circumstance 
alone,  a  very  sanguine  hope  of  permanent  amendment,  sufficient  to  carry  the  public 
income  to  the  full  extent  of  their  estimate,  if  it  were  not  manifestly  the  consequence  1 

of  an  extensive  and  important  change  in  the  general  condition  of  the  country,  such  j 

as  your  Committee  anticipated,  when  they  presented  their  fourth  Report  to  th^  ' 

House.    The  nature  of  this  change  in  the  internal  state  of  the  kingdom,  or  rather  , 

of  tlids  return  from  a  sudden  and  violent  change  in  a  contrary  direction,  is  too  well  1 

known  and  felt  by  the  House  and  the  country,  to  render  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon 
it ;  they  therefore  confine  themselves  to  some  observations  arising  out  of  the  accounts 
before  them,  which,  when  examined  in  their  component  parts,  afford  more  satisfactory 
evidence  of  improvement  than  even  in  their  total  amounts. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  of  the  several  branches  of  the 
public  income,  which  are  distinguished  in  the  foregoing  comparative  statements,  there 
are  only  two,  either  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  January,  or  in  that  which  terminated 
on  the  5th  April,  that  have  proved  deficient  below  the  average  upon  which  the 
estimate  of  the  Committee  was  founded.  These  are,  the  Excise,  and  the  Post  Office ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Customs,  the  Assessed  Taxes,  the  Stamps,  and  the 
Miscellaneous  Receipts,  have  all  exceeded  the  average  in  both  periods ;  for,  although 
it  appears  that  the  Customs  in  Ireland  did  not,  in  either  case,  quite  reach  the  estimate 
for  tnat  country,  yet,  when  added  to  the  produce  of  the  same  revenue  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,  the  whole  will  be  seen  to  have  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  estimate  of  the 

customs  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  taken 
y  -  *^.° — ^...^  together.  It  may  further  be  observed,  that  if 
sjm.ieiB.  «g  Apr.  1818.  the  exciso  be  excluded  from  these  comparative 

£.  £.       accounts,  the  remaining  branches  of  the  revenuei^ 

|i  CS5I1<ii5*eSS}*^»*^*OW  •  ^J^JBTT  collectively,  will  be  found,  notwithstanding  the 
([3 1  J  defalcation  of  the  Post  Office,  to  have  exceeded 

1^  )  cSSSSec!'  ^]i6mm  -  asfieom  the  Estimate,  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  January 

5  a  Vdttding  Excise..)- 1818,  by  808,504/.,  and  in  the  year  ended  the 

£808^  ■  imw  5jjj  ^p^ll  Ig^g^  jjy  1,011,398/.     If,  therefore, 

there  is  a  reasonable  ground  for  presuming  that  the  excise  will  be  again  as  productive 
as  it  has  been  on  the  average  of  former  years  as  stated  by  your  Committee  in  thetf 
fourth  Report,  it  may  fairly  be  expected  that  the  whole  revenue  will  not  only  attain, 
but  considerably  exceed,  the  amount  at  which  it  has  been  taken  by  your  Committee. 
With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  this  point,  your  Committee  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  accounts  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  Excise*  exclusive  of 
the  war  duty  on  malt,  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  years  and  quarters  ended  the  5th 
January  and  5th  April  1818,  as  compared  with  the  same  in  the  years  and  (|uarters 
ended  the  5th  January  and  5th  April  1817;  and  having  perceived  that,  in  these 
accounts,  the  articles  most  prominently  deficient  were  those  of  malt  and  beer,  they 
called  for^n  account  of  the  malt  duties  received  in  the  years  1812, 1813, 1814>,  1815, 
1816,  and  1817»  exclusive  of  the  war  duty  upon  malt,  which  has  since  expired ;  and 
Ihey  likewise  called  for  an  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  beer  in  the 
aame  periods. 

BntyoBMau.  From  those  documents  it  appears,  that  the  produce  of  the 

Ttirtwu  ••••••••  |j*g5»°g  Malt  T^,  according  to  the  average  of  the  three  years  which 

asi5  ir.'.r.U  s,ioM2r  preceded  the  very  unfavourable  harvest  of  1816,  amounted  to 

£.8«s48/i9B  %847|366/.,  whereas  the  actual  receipt,  in  the  year  ended  the 

*  —. — 7  5th  April  1818,  was  only  1,954,090/.    This  leaves  a  difference 

A^enp ......  8w^  ^f  893,276^  ^pon  thU  head  alone ;  a  difference  which,  when  U 

DiScren       £  nMjn^  ^  ooDSidered,  in  conjunctioo  with  the  defalcation  of  (he  beer 
ce ..  e,  Bp3^   j^^y^  measured  by  the  same  average,  and  anouDling  to 
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451  »M9/.  (a  coDBiderable  proportion  of  which  must  be  ascribed  ^^       o^y^SUl 

to  the  same  cau8e)>  will  account  for  a  de6ciency  more  than    istsrieii.&ieMj^^^'^^ 

equal  to  that  of  the  whole  nett  revenue  of  Great  Britain^  in  the  ^JSteTaASuTelS*}*'*"^" 

last  year,  under  consideration!  below  the  estimate  of  the  Com-  ' 

mittee,  yiz.  1,2*5,00(V.  £.  JM£4» 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  your  Committee  to  remark,  that  Ddkctcncy  Man  Doty..  899^6 

the  depression  which  has  continued  to  affect  these  particular  ^         BcgDmy..  451,9*9 

duties,  after  other  parts  of  the  revenuci  arising  from  consump-  £.iAM,3g5 

tion,  have  been  rapidly  returning  to  their  average  productiveness,  is  one  which  the 
course  of  the  seasons  sufficiently  explains,  and  may  be  expected  to  repair ;  so  that, 
if  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  falling  off  in  the  other  articles  subject  to  excise 
duties,  below  even  their  present  amount,  it  may  fairly  be  presumed,  that  the  public 
income  will  maintain  itself  to  the  extent  of  the  estimate  of  the  Committee;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  every  improvement  of  the  remainder  of  the  excise  duties,  wfll  have  the 
effect  of  carrying  it  beyond  that  estimatCi  in  whatever  degree  such  improvement  may 
take  place. 

In  this  view,  the  several  accounts  of  the  excise  revenue,  now  before  the  Corn- 
mittee,  are  very  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  they  not  only  afford  no  indication  of  any 
general  decline  m  that  branch  of  the  public  income,  but  on  the  contrary,  exhibit,  m 
the  latest  period,  an  appearance  of  improvement  upon  nearly  all  the  articles  com- 
posing it,  which  forms  a  remlrkable  contrast  to  the  result  of  the  accounts  of  this 
branch  (and  that  of  the  customs)  when  your  Committee  were  last  engaged  in  the 
investigation  of  this  subject ;  upon  which  they  had  to  observe,  that  the  deficiency  in 
the  year  1816,  below  former  years,  *'  dM  not  appear  to  have  arisen  upon  a  few  only 
'<  of  the  articles  subject  to  duty  (which  might  have  been  influenced  by  particular 
**  causes)  but  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  upon  almost  the  whole  of  these  wnich  con* 
**  stituted  the  excise  revenue."  At  the  present  time,  on  the  contrary,  the  increase  is 
as  general  as  the  defalcation  was  at  that  period ;  and  as  the  only  naterial  articles 
now  remaining  deficient  are  depressed,  as  above  adverted  to,  by  a  particular  and 
merely  temporary  cause,  your  Committee  trust  they  will  not  be  thougU  too  sanguine 
when  they  anticipate  the  speedy  return  of  this  branch  of  the  public  income  to  its 
usual  rate  of  productiveness. 

In  the  examination  of  these  accounts,  your  Committee  have  seen  with  satbfaction, 
that  the  duties  upon  some  articles  (particularly  tea,  tobacco,  and  spirits)  which  firom 
their  nature,  and  the  very  high  amount  of  those  duties,  your  Committee  conceived  to 
be  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  practices  of  the  fraudulent  trader,  have,  nevertheless, 
been  productive  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  revenue  in  general,  and  ippear  to  be 
improving  in  common  with  the  duties  derived  from  other  objects  of  consumption. 
Your  Committee  are  not  prepared  by  any  farther  information  than  t^ey  possessed 
last  year  (beyond  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  above-menUdied^  to  state 
an  opinion  as  to  the  ultimate  practicability  of  maintaining  those  duties  at  their  present 
hi^h  rates ;  and  they  have  thought  it  the  less  necessary  to  pursue  their  Inquiries  into 
this  question,  because  they  understand,  that  the  general  system  and  nsnagement  of 
the  revenue  of  customs,  and  of  the  import  branch  of  the  excise,  to  wMch  it  princi* 
pally  belongs,  is  now  undergoinff  a  special  investigation  by  a  commisiion  appointed 
oy  the  lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose. 

Having  thus  stated  to  the  House  now  far  the  public  accounts  up  to  the  latest 
periods,  have  tended  to  verify  the  estimate  of  public  income  framed  last  year  by 
your  Committee,  and  having  explained  the  grounds  upon  which  their  opinion  of  the 
general  accuracy  of  that  estimate,  and  the  probability  of  its  being  fully  realized,  is 
strengthened  and  confirmed ;  they  now  propose  to  compare  the  actual  expenditure  of 
the  year  1817/.and  the  probable  expenditure  of  the  year  1818,  with  the  expenditure 
assumed  for  those  two  years  in  their  fourth  Report,  and  the  actual  and  estimated 
income  of  each  of  them  respectively. 
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The  House  will  observe,  that  in  stAting  the  probable  Oxpenditore  of  the  cumnt 
year,  at  68,089,481^9  your  Committee  have  not  adverted  to  the  sum  of  1,100,000(!» 
appropriated  in  this  session  towards  the  building  of  new  churches*  Although  thia 
sum,  from  its  having  been  granted  as  a  credit  to  the  commissionerst  who  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown  for  the  execution  of  this  important  object,  forms  properly 
no  oart  of  the  immediate  sunpl^  of  the  year,  it  is  however  obvious,  that  the  apph- 
cation  of  this  credit  will  ado,  m  whatever  proportion  it  may  be  used  m  this  ana  the 
succeeding  year,  to  the  actual  expenditure  of  those  years  renieetively. 

Upon  the  foregoing  statements,  your  Committee  have  first  to  renuurk,  that  the 
actual  disbursements  within  the  year  1817,  have  agreed  very  nearly  with  their  esti- 
mate, although  there  are  some  material  differences  in  the  several  heads  of  expenditure^ 
which  diey  comprise.  These  are  chiefly  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Army,  and  of  the 
Navy,  and  in  the  special  charges  not  adverted  to  in  the  estimate  of  your  Committee^ 
and  which  did  not  form  part  of  the  ordinary  supply  of  the  year ;  the  expenditure^ 
under  the  first  of  those  heads,  was  21S»873/.  more,  and  under  the  second  nSfiOOL 
less  than  in  the  estimate ;  the  extraordinary  charges  constitute  an  addition  of  expense 
to  the  amount  of  695,848/.  Os.  10^.  The  first  of  these  difierences  appears  to  have 
arisen  from  the  charge  of  the  disembodied  militia,  not  included  in  tne  estimate  of 
your  Committee,  far  a  reason  which  will  be  adverted  to  hereafter ;  and  the  second^ 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  navy  debt  not  having  yet  been  reduced  by  the  whole 
aum  included  in  the  votes  of  the  last  year  for  that  purpose.  Ttie  difference  created 
by  extraordinary  charges,  not  estimated  for,  is  explained  by  the  note  at  the  foot  of 
the  account. 

The  sum  applied  to  the  redemption  of  debt  in  tutk^  vmii  md  immm  of  ttiK 
1817,  and  formmg  part  of  the  total  payments  above  jS'STwiJ'/f  .^!^,!**^.?  i4,im7Qs 
stated,  of  68,096,245/.,  was  15,139,359/.,  as  particu-  sfaUM  sm  or  viimiti'iiilill  *^^ 
larized  in  the  margin;  leavmg  an  expenditure  of  fjJ^^J^i^  r.'!'li;;ili;  mjSs 
£2,956,905/.;  which  being  contrasted  with  the  actual  ommace  Debt  nUMtd*  .WV.'.'.V  aian 
income,  as  above  stated,  amounting  to  51,665,460/.,  ^^*'^!!S!^!^Mk!Sm^  tssj^m 

and  with  the  addition  of  the  produce  of  the  old  

stores  and  the  lottery,  to  52,302,210/.,  there  will  £.i5>i39,m> 


appear  to  have  been  a  difference  between  the  expen-  ^^jJJS^Jjf"  ■**  ^w^ibf  DAt       iC. 
diitore  and  the  receipts  within  the  year,  of  654,696/.   TlSJUerffl■*I•I^^'^^^*^^II^I  flsfSosSa 
But  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the  £65%jm 

above  sum  of  15,139,339/.,  being  the  debt  redeemed  -^ — — 

and  discharged  in  the  year  1817,  out  of  the  receipts  within  that  year,  there  has  beea 
a  farther  reduction  of  debt  to  a  considerable  amount,  by  the  application  of  sums 
issued  fi'om  the  Exchequer  in  the  preceding  year,  and  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  redemption  of  the  national  debt,  and  of  balances  remaining 
in  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  January  1817,  which,  though  it  does  not  come  strictly 
within  the  view  taken  by  your  Committee  of  the  income  and  expenditure  properly 
belonging  to  the  year,  as  compared  with  each  other,  is  nevertheless  an  important  " 
circumstance  in  the  finance  of  the  year,  as  it  constitutes  a  real  diminution  of  debtj 
as  will  appear  by  the  following  account  ^^ 

Compare  of  Dxbt  Redeemed  and  Contracted  in  1817. 

if. 

Debt  on  Consolidated  Rmd  on  the  5th  January  1818 ^ •«      3,574,351 

Deduct  Debt  at  5th  January  1817    ••• 1,945,507 

£.       £.  1,628,844 
Amount  of  Unfunded  Debt,  Exdiequer  Bills,  and  Navy  and>  _  ,  ^q  1 1  ▲ 

Ordnance  Debt,  at  5th  January  1818 j  e3,iWJ,ii* 

Do.    •    do.    -    do.  5th  January  1817 - •   52,082,6M 

Increase  of  Unfunded  Debt  .•••ie.12,744,294 

Vol.  XXXVIII.    Appendix.  {hj 
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Applied  in  Redemption  of  Debt  from  5th  January  1817  to!    /t ,  ^  ^ . .  ^^ 

5th  January  1818 |  ^.  I5,3**,yb55 

Fiye  per  Cents  paid  off 41,8^9        £. 

15,886,811 

Deduct  Increase  of  Unfunded  Debt 12,744*>2M 

Actual  diminution  of  Debt  from  the  5th  January  1817  tol      ^  o  ^  ja  .^t^ 
5th  January  1818 f. {    «^- 2.64.2,517 

In  the  statement  relating  to  the  current  year»  the  Brst  object  of  attention  is  the 
excess  of  the  probable  expenditure  beyond  the  estimate  formed  by  your  Committee 
last  year.    This  excess  arises 

Ist.     From  the  charge  of  the  S|  per  cent  stock 
Or«it  of  1818,  for  Interested  Sink.    £.     created,  and  the  Exchequer  bills  funded  in  the  present 

ins  FbiKl  of  Exchequer  BUu  .•  2j5oO,000  i>     i_'   i^  ^*  -i^l  ii-i  •  «• 

itedoct  probable  dimlnutioo  by «  year,  of  which  there  Will  be  payable  m  the  course  of 

itoSTT.!"I*.7f?I'I^*T"^i^>    ^^  ^®  y^^  "^®"^  961,488/.;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  as 

the  diminution  of  the  charge  of  the  unfunded  debt» 

Kftmnte  In  Foorth  Report «^5o§  conseouent  upon  this  funding,  will  not  take  efcct  in 

_  r — —  iu  full  proportion  before  the  close  of  the  year,  there 

^~** Zl^  will  probably  be  an  increase  of  70,00(«.  under  that 

head  likewise,  beyond  the  estimate  of  the  Committee. 
Amy.  2d.    By  an  exceeding  in  the  army  erant  principally  arising 

EitfmateorifaeCom.     £•       from  the  charge  of  the  disembodied  militia,  which,  having 

mltlee 8«500,000  -  ^  -O  •jj/»l  i_  -.t.  •'^ 

Amount  voted 8,967,074  been  formorlv  provided  for  bv  a  charge  upon  the  growing 

Diffeitbc. ..  £.407^4  pr^duce  of  the  land  tax,  and  paid  by  the  receiver-generaE 

was  not  induded  m  the  estimate  stated  by  your  Committee 

in  their  fourth  Report ;  and  from  an  increase  in  the  amount 
KKvy,  of  the  half-pay  and  Gheiaea  allowances. 

XaOEwtfeoftheCMi.  ^^  8d.    By  an  exceeding  in  the  navy  grant,  chiefly  owing  to 

A^SLnt  voted".'.*.*.'  6^96.800  the  cxpenso  of  certain  naval  works  at  Plymouth,  Sheemesa, 

DUftnnee....  £.496,800  *^*  •®™®  Other  of  the  principal  dock-ya^ ;  upon  which  your 

"" Committee  have  stated  their  opinion  in  their  eighth  Report. 

ordoanoe.  4th.     By  an  exceeding  in  the  ordnance  grant,   chiefly 

^SSw!^^.^  lAMfifM  occasioned  by  the  increued  allowance  to  the  ordnance  for 
Amonit Totod'I!!!  i,M54oo  suppHes  fumished  by  that  department  to  the  navy ;  the  nature 

DiffcNoee,...  £.95fioo  ^^  which  is  pointed  out  by  your  Committee  m  their  ninth 

■■       Report. 
5th.    By  an  excess  of  tlie  miscellaneous  grants,  to  the  extent  of  BSfiOOl.  ^ 
And,  lastly; — ^By  the  extraordinary  charges  specifled  in  the  oMrgio,  including  the 
Dcscieneyof  waytoMi    £.     I»y™eDt  of  4OO,00OE  to  the  court  of  Spain,  in  pursuance  of 
Mens «89,0BS  th^  conventiott  with  that  power,  relative  to  the  abolition  of 

AmSbTbSdSi'ii  i^^^  *®  ^^^  *"^®*    '^^^  ▼arious  items  of  increase  form  alto* 
Mu^uycouefe  ati  78,058  gather  an  amount  of  2,872,606,  by  which  the  expenditure  of 

^""'""^ '  Uie  year  1818  may  be  expected  to  exceed  the  sum  within 

£.T3T>744  which  your  Committee,  at  tne  time  when  their  fourth  Report 
was  drawn  up,  had  hoped  it  might  have  been  limited. 

Of  this  amount  of  the  probable  expenditure  for  the 
SMdtactadorFtod.  £.  current  year,  there  will  be  applied,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
DTofbRtei;;;   ^^^'^  national  debt»  15,892,4671;  this  being  deducted  firom  the  total 

^BUft seofioo  sum,  would  leave  52,697(014^  as  the  real  expenditure,  agreeing 

it.  15,390.407  ▼ery  nearly  with  the  total  income,  which,  as  estimated  by 

your  Committee  in  their  fourth  Report,  would  amoiint  to 

52,505,8641 
Your  Committee  having  thus  laid  before  the  House  their  view  of  the  income  end 
expenditure  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  year,  and  having  explained  the  grounda 
upcm  which  they  are  led  to  entertab  a  confident  belief  that  their  estimate  of  the 
revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom,  presented  in  the  last  session  ([which  has  hitherto 
bean  justified  by  the  actual  receipts),  will,  on  the  average  or  the  current  and 
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fblnre  fern,  be  «t  leaat  Ailly  realised;  k  now  onlr  remaiiiB  for  theniy  io  order  to 
fulfil  the  instnictioiis  of  the  Hotue,  to  pretent  sucii  a  Tieiry  as  they  are  enabled  at 
the  preaent  tiBse  to  form,  of  the  probable  income  and  expenditure  of  the  year 
ending  5th  Jannary  1890. 

With  respect  to  the  Income,  the  preceding  port  of  thb  Report  renders  it  on*- 
necessary  for  .your  Committee  to  add  any  obsenratioo  in  assuming  it,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  at  not  less  than  58,500,000L 

In  order  to  present  a  general  view  of  the  probable  Expsvditurb  for  the  year 
1819,  the  detailed  estimates  of  which  could  not  be  prepared  at  the  present  time, 
with  any  satisfactory  accuracy,  b^  the  seyeral  departments,  jrour  Committee  have 
endearoured  to  obtain  the  ^t  information  that  could  be  afforded  by  the  principal 
4>ffioers  of  thoie  departments^  with  respect  to  the  probaUe  increase  or  diminatiim  of 
expense,  under  the  teveral  heads  into  which  the  forgoing  estimates  of  your  Com- 
uuttee  hare  been  divided ;  having  reference  in  particular,  to  the  charge  which  would 
be  created  by  the  reduction  of  a  number  of  troops,  both  on  the  ar^y  and  ordnance 
establishments  at  home,  equal  to  those  which  now  compose  the  army  of  occupation 
in  France,  if  that  army  should  be  withdrawn  at  the  ena  of  the  present  year.  The 
result  of  those  inquiries  is, 

1st.  That,  unaer  the  head  of  the  consolidated  fund,  there  will  be  a  diminution 
in  the  total  charge,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  present  year,  by  the  amount 
which  has  been  included  in  the  estimate  of  your  Committee,  for  the  charge  (pay- 
able within  the  year)  on  account  of  the  late  funding ;  viz.  961,488/.,  as  your 
Committee  understand  that  the  whole  charge  of  that  funding  is,  fium  the  5th 
January  next,  to  be  defrayed  by  the  cancelling  of  stock  redeemed,  and  now  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  commissioners  for  the  redempUon  of  the  national  debt,  con- 
formably to  the  act  5S  George  Srd,  aided  by  imperial  annuities  to  the  amount  of 
230,000/.,  which  will  expire  in  the  year  1819.  This  head  of  expenditure  may 
therefore  be  estimated  at  45,6S6,00tf.  2nd.  That  the  charge  for  interest  and  sinking 
fund  of  Exchequer  bills,  being  estimated  upon  the  amount  which  will  be  outstanding 
after  the  proposed  diminution  of  the  unfunded  debt 
in  the  present  year,  may  be  stated  at  1,760,000/.    8d.  ^^J^JJ^Jf  ^  "•p^  ■**  ^Aejsrs 

That  in  the  army  and  ordnsnce  there  wiU  probably      '^^ 

be  an  increase  of  expense,  under  the  above-mentioned  XMJJjq*»MiipMtoa, isia..   6«^.mo 

contingency;   viz.   the   return   of  the  troops  from  

France,  by  necessanr  additions  to  the  half-pay,  Chel-  At$p«rCe*fcriai«*,Midf'^'**°'*^ 
sea  pensions,  pay  of  general  officers,  &c.  Ac  (afler  ipcrC«BiforsiBkiaBiteKiv  ijiso/xw 
taking  into  consideration  the  average  yearly  saving  a^S^^  £  ^VvHy, 


by  casualties)  to  the  extent  of  800,000/.,  making  the  j^Sf^S^SSS^^&iS^to'iii   *^'**'*" 
total  sum  for  the  army, navy,and  ordnance  16,972,000/.    Aimf  mai  ordmmBt  ......       sooiooo 

4th.  That  the  miscellaneous  services  may  be  assumed  £  i6atVM 

at  1 ,700,000/.  ' 

Supposing  therefore  no  extraordinary  charges  to  occur  (and  your  Conunittee  do 
not  learn  that  at  present  any  such  are  foreseen)  the  whole  expenditure  would 

amount,  accordins  to  the  forgoing  estimate,  to  •••••••• if .  66,068,000 

In  which  is  incluaed,  for  the  ademption  of  debt  (by  estimate) 14,981,000 

Leavmg if.  51.087,000 

as  the  amount  of  the  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  smking  fund;  which  being 
compared  with  the  estimated  revenue,  amounting  to  52,500,000/.,  there  will  appear 
to  be  a  balance  of  1,418,000/.  of  income,  beyond  the  probable  expenditure  in  the 
year  ending  the  5th  January  1820. 

It  Uios  i4>pears,  that  with  respect  to  the  year  1818,  the  mcome  may  be  consi- 
dered as  very  nearly  balancing  the  expenditure,  exclusively  of  any  increase  or  diminu- 
tion of  debt;  and  tliat  in  the  year  1819,  after  makinff  allowance  for  the  probable 
increase  of  expense  unavoidable  upon  an  event,  which,  under  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  France,  must  occur,  if  not  in  the  next  year,  within  little  more  than  two  yeara 
from  the  present  time,  the  expenditure  (exclusively,  in  like  manner,  of  the  sum  to 
be  applied  in  reduction  of  debt)  will  be  within  the  probable  income :  from  whence  it 
will  roUow  that  any  improvement  of  the  revenue  oeyond  the  limits  of  the  estimate, 
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tm  the  one  hand>  and  every  dimination  of  expense  that  may  be  made  in  future 
yearsi  on  the  other,  would  have  the  efiect  of  creatm|^  a  surplus  annually  applicable 
to  the  diminution  of  the  public  debt ;  an  object  to  which  the  wisdom  of  parliament^ 
\  and  the  exertions  of  the  goTernment,  cannot  be  too  stedfastiy  directed ;  which  has^ 

t  indeed,  taken  place  to  some  extent  in  each  of  the  two  years,  whereof  the  actual 

\  expenditure  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  your  Committee,  although  not 

effected  by  income  belonging  to  the  ordinary  receipt  of  the  year,  as  they  have 
•pecifically  pointed  out  in  ueir  fourth  Report,  as  well  as  in  the  present;  and  to  the 
I  furtherance  of  which  your  Committee  are  willing  to  believe,  that  the  measure  to 

which  they  alluded  at  the  close  of  their  fourth  Report,  viz.  the  reduction  of  the 
interest  on  the  5  and  4  per  cents,  must,  under  a  continuance  of  the  present  favourable 
prospects,  and  with  the  growing  abundance  of  capital  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
fnaterially  contribute  at  no  distant  period. 

£5  jMoy,  1818. 
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Appendix,  (C.  1.) 

Compare  of  the  Producb  of  the  Revenue  ia  Great  Britain,  exclusive  of  the  War 
Duty  on  Malt  and  Property,  in  the  quarters  ended  5th  April  1817  and  1818. 


Ciuiomi  

Excise 

Sumpt , 

Pott  Office  ..... 
Aliened  Texea 

LeodTaset 

MitcellaneoQt.. 


Qaavten  ended 


5di  April  1817. 


£, 

J. 91 9,896 

4,642,055 

1,498,611 

342,000 

868,104 

154,550 

98,595 


i^.  9,510,811 


dch  April  1818. 


£. 

9.003,664 

5,151,805 

1,588.759 

836,000 

917,414 

178,895 

73;283 


10,849,280 


Dedact  Deereeee 


increase  on  the  Quarter 


£. 

91.368 

509,750 

96,148 

49,310 
93,745 


770,381 
31,819 


£.  739,009 


£. 

6,000 
95,319 


31,819 


Treasury  Cbamben,  > 
7th  May  1818.     $ 


S.  R.  LoMllfOTOIC^ 


MM 


Appendix,  (C.  2.) 

An  Account  of  the  Next  Produce  of  the  Revenue  of  Ireland,  as  paid  into  the 
Exchequer  in  the  quarters  ended  the  5th  day  of  April  1817,  and  5th  day  of 
April  1818  (in  British  Currency.) 


CostooM 

Eseiie  and  Assessi 

Btanps 

Poet  Office  

MitceUaneoui ..... 

Total 


Qosrten 

!.«... 

^  April  1617. 

9lh  April  1818. 

£ 

394,635 

493,308 

151,504 

18,000 

81,646 

£. 

301,514 

576,418 

148,431 

2,770 

36,92(7 

£. 

83,110 

15,074 

£. 

83,191 

9.073 

i  Taxes    

9.930 

»•.••... 

>••........•• 

£.  1,003,893 

1,060,053 

98,184 
41,484 

4M94 

0ed 

net  Decrease    ... 

rter   

Increase  on  the  Qoaj 

£  56,760 

1 

Irish  Rerenoe  OefMrtmeot, 

Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall, 

7th  May  1818. 
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An  Account  of  the  Total  Amount  of  the  National  Debt  in  each  Year,  from 

contracted,  the  Amount  of  Debt  redeemedi  and  also  the 


Amount  At  1st  Aufrtut   .1786 

Between  lit  Aug.  1786  and  Ut  Febw  1787 

1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
179S 
17941 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1809 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 


Ihki 

it 


In  this  sod  the  following  Yean 

the  Debt  ii  sbowo,  after  de- 

dacting  the  5   per  Cents, 

797,  paid  off  in  each  Year. 


I 


1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

riDcUidet  Loan  1811,   raised  *> 

<  .   for  Ireland,  chargeable  on  >  1819 

t    Great  BriUm.  ) 

1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
f  Great  Britain  and  Ire-'^  ^t 

•<    land  oomolidated  by  >  5th  Jan.  1818 


i  56  Geo.  3,  o.  98. 


^  » 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Total 

AiDoaiitor 

Debt. 


Co.1^ 


£. 
938,931,948 
838,93 1»948 
938,931,948 
938,931,948 
938,931,948 
238.931,948 
938,931,948 
938,931^948 
944,481,948 
960,157,773 
311,863,471 
368,809,040 
394,159,040 
499,783,990 
451,658,990 
480,703,990 
536,65^1,603 
567,008,978 
583,008,978 
603,995,799 
640,759,103 

670,639,103 

689,005,303 
709,698,556 
793,975,678 
743,787,785 

773,039,496 

813,775,597 

907,495,950 

939,981,880 

1,003,090.989 

1,006,090,989 

1,109,193,038 


Co.  8. 


£. 


6,950,000 
15,676,595 
51,705,698 
56,945,569 
95,350,000 
35,684,850 
21,875,000 
29,045.000 
55,954,313 
30,351,375 
16,000,000 
90,916,814 
36,896,31 1 

89,880,000 

18,373,800 
13,693,853 
21,878,198 
19,811,107 

/'o;  89,844,711 

40,743,031 
93,720,483 
84,705,930 
70,888.408 
3,000,000 


Debt 

IncMliTc 
InclnUiiif 
5  per  Cotfa,  Ijgf 
IMddoft. 

Co.  S. 


£. 

668,750 

1,456,900 

1,506,350 

1,558,850 

1,587,500 

1,507,100 

1 ,968,650 

3,174,405 

8,804,945 

3,083,455 

4,390,670 

6,695,585 

7,779,807 

80,811,571 

10,881,776 

9,995,739 

8346,450 

19,409,854 

11,951,711 

18,673,475 

14,085,017 

14,678,717 
14,788,887 
15,061,381 
16,106,863 

18,688,590 

81,816,457 
84,763,646 
19,799,863 
80,647,188 
19,546,801 

I8«518,88T 


(•)  The  abofa  Debt  of  Ireland  is  eiclvnYe  of  ^.  1,900,900  Irish  5  per  jCenta,  payable  in  England. 

«  By  57th  Geo.  3,  c.  46,  the  Sinking  Fond  Acconnto  terminate  on  the  5th  Janoafy  in  each  Year, 
instead  of  the  1st  February  as  heretofore. 


Nele.^Tha  aboTO  Somsin  Colomns  1,  9,  and  3,  aOer  the  Year  1806  differ  finm  the  Retnra  made 
from  this  Office  on  the  13tb  February  last,  in  conseqnenca  of  the5per  Centa.  1797,  paid  off, 
'^"~~  included  in  this  Account. 


National  Debt  QOoe^  { 
17th  Apiil  1818.     ( 


XIIMIJ 


NATIONAL   DEBT. 


[xZXiT 


the  1st  Febniarj  1786  to  the  5th  January  1818;  natiog  the  Amount  of  Debt 
Total  Amount  of  Unredeemed  Debt  in  each  of  those  Years. 


IRELAND. 

1 

funded  in  Great  Britaim. 

• 

Total 

DeU 

DeU 

Total 

-=U 

Anooatof 

eoDtncled  In  cack 

ndcrmed  In  eaeh 

■nradocned 

DrM. 

Debt 

Yctf. 

Year. 

IMbc 

O0b4. 

C^A. 

Co.  6. 

Co.  7. 

Co.  6. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

298,931,248 

— 

^-^ 

— »— 

837,568,498 

236,111.598 

1 

— — 

234,605,248 

233,046,998 

•^^ 

231,458,898 

229.951,798 

■ 

227,989,148 

I 

- 

232,064,743 

244,936,329 

293,558,566 

■ 



346,113.465 

— — 

364.767,880 

2,925,000 

2,925,000 

15.404 

2,909396 

392,612,323 

6,925,000 

4.000,000 

96.530 

6.813,066 

994,275,752 

12,175,000 

5.250,000 

130.185 

11,932.881 

413,038,977 

15,315,000 

3,140,000 

233.360 

14,839,521 

459.067,551 

19,708,750 

4,393.750 

310.928 

18.922,343 

480,572,476 

22.348,000 

2,1)39,250 

337,008 

21,224,585 

484,162,622 

25,548,000 

3.200,000 

472.256 

23,952,329 

493.127,726 

33.738,000 

8,190,000 

579.428 

31,562.901 

517,280,561 

38,398,000 

4,660,000 

738.849 

35.484,052 

533,075,549 

41,718,000 

3420,000 

807,393 

37.996,659 

596.776,026 

47,139,625 

5,421,625 

907,585 

42.510,699 

535,741,052 

50.094.000  ^ 

2,954.375 

951.463 

44.513,611 

541,957,854 

53,694,000  * 

3,600,000 

1,013,577 

47,100.034 

145,662,698 

61,274,250 

7,580,250 

1,135.716 

53,544,568 

556,284,819 

61,274,250 

iBcMedlB  OrMt  Britain. 

1.356,276 

52,188,292 

575.211,392 

68,930,250 

7,656,000 

1,567.541 

58.276,751 

644.168,169 

79,130,250 

10,200,000 

1.798.434 

66,678.317 

649,074,235 

86.472,750 

7,942,500 

1.812.122 

72.208.695 

699,315,516 

103,032,750 

16,560,000 

2,316.690 

86.452,005 

682,769,314 

103,032,750 

2.507.101 

83,944,904 

{ 

748,201,991 

— 

— — 

1 

I                                   r        ■  -    '■ 
TbB  SnwM  in  Colmnnt  3,  and  7,  bav»  bai 

n  redeemed   and.                                                                   1 

tnotferrtd  as  Ibllowt : 

£. 

By  Um  SiBkinf  Fund  .••••.... 

•••••••.•••■•.•■••.• 

328,274,369 

l^MItt  IbZ  •••.«.••••.•••.•••••••••••••••. 

•• .«••.•••.•..•••.•• 

25,389,233 

LifB  Amiaitict  parehsied 

4,923,985 

Stock,  tlie  DtTidcDdi  due  apon  i 

rhich  haTe  re-  > 
npvards         | 

^w  —         ^  9 

222,037 

maiocd  onciaimed  10  Years  and 

PtorchaMd  with  IfnelMnad  Dividn 

Dds 

348,600 

rrheSamsinColomns  3.  ant] 
]  7,  nmonnt  to  360,921,040/. 
'  The  Diffprence  arises  from 
1  the  fractiopal  Parts  of  a 
1  Pound  being  omitted. 

358.557.624 

5  per  Cents  1797,  paid  si 

r 

2.363.417 

360.921. 041 

1 1                          S.    HiGRAK.                1 

Tot.  XXXVUI.    Afpmdix. 


(c) 


BANK  OF  ENGLAND  NOTES. 


[u»vi 


An  Account  of  the  average  Amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  circulation,  including  Bank 
Post  Bills ;  in  each  half  year,  from  the  1st  of  January  1797  to  the  1st  of  January 
1818,  inclusive. 


1797: 

January  io  June   .. 

July  to  December.. 
1798: 

JaDaary  to  Jane  .. 

Jaly  to  December. 
1799: 

January  to  June   ., 

July  to  December. < 
1800: 

January  to  June    .. 

July  to  December.. 
1801: 

January  to  June    •• 

July  to  December.. 
1808: 

January  to  June    .. 

July  to  December.. 
1803: 

January  to  Julie    „ 

July  to  December.. 
1804 : 

January  to  June    .< 

July  to  December .. 
1805: 

January  to  June    .. 

July  to  December.. 
180G: 

January  to  June   .. 

July  to  December.. 
1807: 

January  to  June    .. 

July  to  December.. 


£. 
10,821,574 
11,218,084 

12,954,685 
12,204,547 

13,374,874 
13,525,714 

15,009,457 
15,311,824 

16,134,249 
15,487,555 

16,284,052 
16,571,726 

15,967,094 
17,043,450 

17.623,680 
17,192,440 

17,271,429 
16,480,713 

16,941,887 
16,641,761 

16,724,368 
16,687,438 


1808 :  £. 

January  to  June 16,953,78T 

July  to  December 17,303,512 

1809: 

January  to  June 18,214,026 

July  to  December 19,641,640^ 

1810: 

January  to  June    , 20.894,441 

July  to  December 24,168,605 

1811: 

January  to  June    ...••  23,471,297 

July  to  December 23,094,046 

1812: 

January  to  June   ...•.•••• 23,123,140' 

July  to  December 23,351,496 

1813: 

January  to  June    .•• 23,939,695 

July  to  December 24,107,445 

1814: 

January  to  June 25,511,012 

July  to  December 28,291,832 

1815: 

January  to  June    ^ m. 27,155,824 

July  to  December 26,618,210 

1816: 

January  to  June 26,468.283- 

Joly  to  December 26,681,398 

1817: 

January  to  June 27,339,768 

July  to  December..... 29,210,035 


Bank  of  England,  > 
18th  April  1818.  ( 


WlLLUM   DaWII, 

Accountant  Ceneraf. 


An  Account  of  the  Total  Weekly  Amount  of  Bank  Notes  and  Bank  Post  Bills  ia 
circulation,  from  the  Srd  of  February  to  the  3rd  of  March  1818 :  distinguishing  the 
Bank  Post  Bills ;  the  Amount  of  Notes  under  the  value  of  Five  Pounds ;  and 
stating  the  aggregate  Amount  of  the  whole. 


BankNotfli 

of 

£.5 

and  npfwards. 

• 

Bank 
FoftBIUi. 

Bank  Kola 
nnder 

Total. 

1818. 
Pebrnary 10 

17 

— 24 

£. 
19,650,590 
19,574,780 
18,996,980 
19,047,570 

£. 
1,843,380 
1,847,280 
1,855,000 
1,828,470 

£. 
7,U6,610 
7,424,720 
7,364,620 
7,372,080 

£. 

28,945,580 
28,846.730 
28.216.600 

March 3 

28,248,120 

Bnnk  of  England,  > 
9th  March  1818.$ 

WlLLIA 

Ac< 

M  Dawbs, 
sountant  Ciencrat 

xxmfii]         PROSECUTIONS  FOR  FORGING  BANK  NOTES.         [xxxfiH 

Accounts  relating  to  Prosecutions  for  Forging  Bank  or 

England  Notes:* 


1.— An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Persons  prosecuted  for  Forging  Notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  for  uttering  or  possessing  such  Notes  knowmg  them  to  be  forged; 
from  the  1st  of  January  1816»  to  the  25th  of  February  1818 ;  distinguishing  the 
Yeark)  and  the  Number  convicted  and  acquitted  of  such  Offences  respectively. 


1816... 

1817..., 

1818... 

to  Feb.  96 


{ 


Cttiltal 
CcNraetloiii. 


20 
38 


Comrktioiu 

fi>r  haTtBf  Ibrfod  Bank 

Notes  to  poMCMkui. 


84 
95 


Ac<|iiittala. 


16 
1 


Total  VnOm 


ISO 
148 

96 


% — An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Persons  prosecuted  for  Forging  Notes  of  the 
GoTcmor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  uttering  such  Notes 
knowing  them  to  be  forged;  during  the  14  Years  preceding  the  Suspension  of 
£ash  Payments  by  the  Bank  in  February  1797>  distinguishing  the  Years. 


Yctf. 

Capitat  CoovktkNH. 

Aoqvlttab. 

Total. 

1783 

1784 

nil. 
8 

i         nil. 

1 

•        «        • 

niL 
J 

1 

8 

1785 

J786 ; 

1787 

1788 

1 

1789 

1 

1790 

1791 

1799 

1793 

1794 

w 

1795 

t'^96 . 

S.— An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Persons  prosecuted  for  Forging  Notes  of  the 
GoYemor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  for  knowingly  uttering 
or  possessing  such  Forged  Notesi  knowing  them  to  be  forged,  since  the  Suspen* 
sion  of  Cash  Payments  by  the  Bank  in  February  1797,  to  the  25th  of  February 
1818 ;  distinguishing  the  Years,  and  the  Numbers  Convicted  and  Acquitted. 


Tmt. 

CMtal 
CoBvktioM. 

CooTklioas 

for  luiTiBC  fecfod  Bank 

Nota  Id  iMMMrioo. 

Acquittal!. 

TctelNwiibor 

1797 

1 

, 

1 

9 

1798 

11 

— . 

1 

18 

1799 

12 

^ 

3 

15 

1800 

89 

_ 

15 

44 

1801 

38 

t 

31 

54 

1808 

38 

18 

19 

63 

1603 

7 

1 

1 

9 

1804 

13 

S 

4 

85 

1S05 

10 

14 

4 

fS 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FORGED  BANK  NOTES. 


« 

T«r, 

Capital 

C^OBTlCtiflllf. 

CoDvictioiM 

fsr  hftTing  foiled  Bank 

Notes  in  poiKMioo. 

Acfdttalk 

Total  Kunber 
ProiMatod. 

1806 

^__ 

9 

1 

10 

1807 

]6 

24 

5 

45 

1808 

9 

23 

2 

34 

J809 

33 

29 

16 

IBS 

J810 

10 

16 

3 

29 

1811 

5 

19 

9 

S3 

1812 

26 

26 

12 

64 

1813 

9 

49 

7 

65 

lul%a*««»s 

5 

39 

3 

47 

1815 

7 

51 

5 

63 

1816 

20 

84 

16 

120 

1817 

^32 

95 

15 

142 

1818  ...> 
to  25  Feb.  > 

• 
4 

21 

1 

26 

Sift  April  1818. 


JoispH  Kats, 
SoK  to  the  Bank  of  Ei^aiid. 


C«> 


An  Account  of  the  total  Number  of  Forged  Bank  Notes,  discovered  by  the  Bank  to 
have  been  Forged,  by  presentation  for  Payment,  or  otherwise,  from  Ist  January 
1812  to  10th  April  1818 ;  distinguishing  each  Year,  and  also  distinguishing  the 
Number  of  Notes  of  £.  I,  of  £.  2,  of  £.5,  of  £.  10,  of  «£.20,  and  above  £.90^ 
in  Value* 


Number  of 

Number  of  Number  of! 

>fQmberof 

Nomberof 

Nomberof 

Nomberof 

Tean. 

Notes  of 

Notnof 

Notes  of 

Notes  of 

Notes  or 

Notes  of 

Notes  above 

IViCal 

Taan. 

£.1. 

£.8. 

£.5. 

£.10. 

£.15. 

£.80. 

£.80. 

Nomber 

In  1812  ... 

12,255 

4,261 

1,125 

205 

„     . 

34 

5 

17,885 

In  1812 

1813  ... 

11,347 

3,097 

827 

38 

.     . 

4 

3 

15,315 

1813 

1814  ... 

10,342 

3.320 

1,011 

38 

.     . 

10 

1 

14.722 

1814 

1815  ... 

14,085 

2,829 

806 

41 

2 

1 

1 

17.765 

1815 

1816  ... 

21,860 

2,141 

795 

24 

m           ^ 

5 

24 

24.849 

1816 

1817  ... 

28,412 

1.839 

875 

59 

m         m 

*         m 

2 

31,180 

1817 

1818..  > 
tolOAprilS 

8.937 

330 

307 

21 

-     - 

-     - 

-    - 

9,645 

S     1818to 
;  10  April 

107,238 

17,787 

5,826 

419 

2 

54 

35 

131,361 

Bank  of  England,  > 
l3Ui  May  1818.$ 


H.  Hais. 

Chief  Caahier. 


.  FRENCH  INDEMNITY. 

Ad  Account  of  all  Sums  received  by  Great  Britain,  since  the  20th  November  1815, 
as  Portions  of  the  Indemnity  to  be  paid  by  France,  by  the  Treaty  of  that  date ; 
specifying,  the  mode  in  which  such  Sums  have  been  applied,  and  what  part  of 
them  has  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

Under  the  Convention  concluded  in  conformity  to  the  4th  Article  of  the  princiaal 
Treaty,  France  was  to  pay  Great  Britain  125,000,000  jnna^  at  the  pcriodt  herearec 
tpecified;  tix.  FMma,  frmm. 

In  the  Year 1816 15,000,000 

1817 27,500,000 

1818 27,500,000 

1819 ^  27,500,000 

1820, M  27,500,000 

■  ■       ...  115,000,000 


xli]  FRENCH  INDEMNITY.  [slii 

la  poffiMiiM  af  tbii  Gcmtcotioo,  ih«  following  Sanii  hmw  been  actually  paid;  Tig. 

4815.  DeocnbarU  /raaci    615,000 

1816.  Jannary  ..  8  749,000 

-^  —  8  .^. 9,636,000       cffiti. 

—  Apiil 8  1.666,666     .    66 

—  Augurt  ...  1 8,333.333    .    34 


15,000,000 


—  KovamberSS  9,166,666    .    66 

1817.  April 7  458.000 

—  —        14 534,000 

—  —        91 534,000 

—  —        38  534,000 

—  May 5  594.000 

—  --        19  ... 594,000 

—  —        15 534,000 

—  —        96 534,000 

^  Jooe 9  ^ 457,000 

—  October..  30  ^ •-...  4,583,666    •    66 

-»  Naveabar  10 4,583,000 

—  —        30  .^ 4,583,666    .    68 


97,500,000 


—  —        97  ^ 9,166,666    .    66  f 

1818.    March...  96 9,166,666    .    66  S 

* 18,333,333  .   39 

An  Agiaement  was  labteqoently  made  witb  France,  for  postponing  the  payment  of 
^me  half,  the  qoadremetie  bceoiAing  dve  from  1  April  to  31  July  1817,  lo  the  90 
t>ctober  1817  i  and  for  postponing  the  whole  of  the  qaadremetre  becominjr  due  from 
the  I  August  to  the  30  November  1817,  to  the  10  and  30  November  1817;  and 
Interest  was  charged  to  France  for  such  postponement,  amounting  to/<.  133,106  .  59; 
and  which  was  paid  as  follows ;  ▼ii.  frmne$        cenU 

1817.    October...  97  67,106    .    59      • 

—  Morember  13 44,000 

^      December  98 99,000 

133,106  .  59 

MUing  the  ToUl  recetted  from  Prance  to  the  1  May  1818..  /«.  60,966,439  .  84 


This  Sum  has  been  applied  as  follows 


Itetamed  by  the  British  Commiseionen,  on  account  of  the  Expenses  of  his  Establishment        555,666  .  66 

Paid  into  the  Military  Cheat  in  France  towards  the  Expenses  of  the  Army  of  Occupation, 
over  and  above  the  Sums  received  from  France  on  acoooot  of  that  Army 1 4,534,977  .  99 

Paid  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  Paris,  towards  the  Sum  of  95,000,000 
francs,  granted  by  Arliament  as  Prize  Money  to  the  Tioops  under  his  Grace's 
command , 8,000,000 

itemitted  to  EngUnd,  and  which  ptodoced  the  Sum  of  £.  1,406,916  1111  steriiog  ...   31,886,833  .  34 

Total  applied 54,976,777  .  99 

Remaining  in  the  Indemnity  Chest  in  Paris,  in  Mandats,  becoming  doe 

between  the  1  May  nnd  I  Aegust  •« -.«      5,989,669  .  55 

ToTAi  AmoootrsodTud  from  France fi^  60,966^9  .  84 

The  Sum  of  ^.1,406,916  11  U  sterling,  the  Proceeds  of  the/. 3 1,886,833  .  34 
remitted  from  France,  as  above  statrd,  was  applied  as  follows :  £,       t,      d. 

Towards  completing  the  Grant  of  the  Sum  of  95,p00,000  francs,  as  Prixe  Money  to 

the  Army  under  the  command  of  hb  Grsce  the  Duke  of  Wellington  707,963  10    5 

To  the  Paymaster  General  of  the  Forces,  in  re-payment  of  Sums  advanced  and  paki 
out  of  the  ExlnuMndhiaries  of  the  Army  in  Englani,  for  the  use  of  the  Tiroope  serving 
hi  France  in  1816  and  1817 104,579    0    0 

To  the  Paymaster  General  of  the  Forces,  in  re-payment  of  Sums  advanced  and  paid 
in  England,  out  of  the  Sums  granted  for  the  Ordinary  Service  of  the  Army,  co 
account  of  the  Troops  serving  in  France  in  1816  and  1817  595,074    1     6 

df.  1,406,916  11  II 


"""^M^'lzT^'  \  "='  *•-""•- 


THK 


FINANCE      ACCOUNTS 


OT 


THE    UNITED    KINGDOM 


OF 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND, 


won   THB  TKAR  CNOED   TlgTU   JANUARY 


1818. 


Class 

I.  PUBLIC  INCOME. 

II.  CONSOLIDATED  FUND, 
in.  ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 
IV.  TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


Class 

V.  PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 

VL  PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 

VIL  UNFUNDED  DEBT. 

VIII.  DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


xl?3 


L— Public  Imcomi,  1818. 


[xM 


I._PUBLIC  INCOME  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FIFTH  JANUARY,  1818. 


An  Account  of  the  Ordinary  Revenues  and  Extraordinary  Resources^ 
conBtttuting  the  Public  Income  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 


HKAM  or  UTEUVB. 


i 


CUSTOMS 

KXCISB 

land  and  a^essed  taxes 

stamps 

POST  OFFICE 

PENSIONS  AN» 
SALARIES 

HACKNEY  COACHES 

HAWKERS  AKD  PEDLARS 

POUNDAGE  FEES  (Inland) 

PELLS  FEES Do 

casualties Do 

SMALL  BRANCHES  o»  thi  KING'S  HE- 
REDITARY REVENUE 1 


<  U  io  the  £,. 
;  6d  in  the  £. 


Total  of  Ordinary  ReYenues 


€j:tcatiMnarp  Ib^eurcr^. 

PROPERTY  TAX  and  INCOME  DUTY. 
(Arreari) ^ 

Lottery,  Nett  Profit    

Unclaimed  Dividendt,  &e.  paid  into  the 
Exchequer  by  the  Chief  Cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  England    

Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Public  Offices... 

Voluntary  Contributions 

On  Account  of  the  Commissionen,  appoint- 
ed by  35  Geo.  \  c.  127,  and  37  Geo.  3,  c. 
87,  for  issuing  Exchequer  Bills  lor  Ore- 
nada,  &c. • 

From  several  County  Treasurers  in  Ireland, 
on  account  of  Advances  made  by  the 
Treasury  for  improring  Post  Roads,  on 
account  of  Advances  for  building  Gaols, 
and  under  the  Police  Act  of  54  Geo.  3, 
(Ireland) 

Monies  paid  on  aocount  of  Balance  doe  by 
Ireland,  on  joint  Expenditure  of  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom    

From  the  Paymaster  General  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, on  account  of  Advances  made  by 
Ireland  for  Half  Pay  to  Reduced  Officers, 
Pensions  to  Officers  Widows,  Ice.  on  the 
British  Establishiiient 

From  the  Receiver  General  of  Navy  Pfey. 
ments  io  Ireland,  in  repayment  of  Money 
advanced  by  the  Government  of  Ireland, 
Imt  Naval  Stevices 

Imprest  Monies  Repaid  b^  Sundry  Public 
Accountants,  and  other  Monies  paid  to 

the  Public   

Total  Public  Income  of  the  United 

Kingdom 

Add,  Appropriated  Duties  for  Local 
Olgects  in  Ireland  ^ 


GlOSt  mcttPTt 

TDUl  lam  to  be  •£• 

coaotetf  for. 


Dnvtecki^  OiicwBta, 

CbanCI  of  MMMfCBMBt, 

*«.  P«i4o«torttw 
Cren  Rovmm. 


£. 
16,382,363 

33,975,867    4  0 

7,590,505 

2,316.732 

19,930 

12,333 

89,314 

25,471 

4,367 

873 

2,877 

159,630  10    5J 


60,450,767  17    3j 


2,568,654    0    3) 
215,729    5    0 


236.288     3    3 

27,422  12     8 

5,000    0    0 


3,484  10  11 


£.       f. 

3,669,275  12 

3,118,990  11 

364,192  11 

418,739    4 

671,807     9 

379  10 

633     5 

3,832  II 

3,675     1 


69,243  13    7) 
117.288    0  10 


9,130    7    0 


47,458    4    8i 


356,690    9    54 


64,107,097    4    6} 
55399    5    8} 


GRAND  TOTAL  (64,162,996  10    3^ 


lOj 
10 

4 

il 


4,027    7    3} 


8,255,553    5    6J 


49.244 
19,040 


8,323.837 
8,270 


0  54 

0    0 


MITT  nODVCS 

•ppllcaMe  to  MttioBal 

Okicctt,  tad  10  rtjrmciti 

iBlo  the  Bxcheqacr. 


£.         t.     d. 

12,713,587  10  7 

{30,492,684  0  11 

7,101,766  U 
1,644,925  7 
19,550  13 
11,700  10 
S5»481 
81,796 
4,367 
873 
8,877 

155,603  3  2i 


52,195,814  II  9 


2,519.409  19  10| 
196,689  5  0 


836,288  3  3 

27,428  18  8 

SfiQO    0  0 


3,484  10  11 


69,243  13  H 
*  117,228  0  10 


6  0 
8  11 


8,326,107  14  11 


9,130  7  Q 


47.458  4  8§ 


356.690  9  5i 


55,783,859  18  6} 
53,628  16  9} 


55.836  J88  15  A\ 
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Wii]  Tbadi  AMD  Navioatiom,  1818.  [Iviii 

III. 

ARREARS  AND  BALANCES  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS. 

HEADS  or  thisi  ACCOUNTS. 

CcwroMt  in  Eoglsnd ;  Arrean  doe  on  the  5tb  of  JAoumry  18 IS. 
DiUo    in  Scotland;  Ditto  Ditto 

Ditto    in  Ireland;  Ditto  Ditto 

dent  in  fiigliod ;— Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  Janory  1818. 
Ditto  la  Seotlaod ;  Ditto  Ditto 

Ditto  in  Ireland  j  Ditto  Ditto 

Stampi  in  Great  Britain;— Arrearf  doe  on  the  5th  of  January  1818. 
Oitlo  Ditto        ;-— Balanoei  in  the  bands  of  Distributers  on  the  10th  of  October  1817,  aad  5Cb 

of  January  1818. 
Ditto  in  Ireland; — ^Balances  and  Arrears  on  the  5th  of  January  1818. 

Land  and  Assassin  Taxes  in  Great  Britain ;  Arrears  and  Current  Balances  on  the  5th  of  January  1818. 
Ditto  in  Ireland  ;  Balances  of  deceased  and  dismissed  Collectors,  on  the  5th  of 

January  1818. 

Poer  Orrica  in  Gnat  Britam ;— -Arrears  doe  on  the  5th  of  Janusry  1818. 

DtCIo  Ditto        ;— Ba1an<!es  in  the  handa  of  Deputy  Postmasters,  in  the  Qnarters  mtding 

on  the  5th  of  July  and  the  10th  of  October  1817,  and  the  5th  of  January  1818. 

Ditto     in  Ireland  ;-^Arrears  doe  on  the  5th  of  January  1818. 

Ditto  Ditto; — Balances  in  the  hands  of  Deputy  Postmasters  on  the  5th  of  Jnly  and  5tb  of 

October  1817,  and  5ch  of  January  1818. 

Larp  RsTBiiUB  of  the  Crovn  ;— Arrears  and  Balances  on  the  the  5th  of  Jaooary  1818. 

Public  Accouhtawts  ;— list  of,  in  respect  of  whom  the  execution  of  any  Process  or  Proceeding  hath 
been  oootrollcd,  suspended,  or  proeuied.    * 

CoMFTBOLLBas  of  Abmt  Accoowts; — ^Balances  oo  the  5tfa  of  January  1818. 

CoMMissioHBBS  for  Auditing  the  Public  Acooonti;— List  of  Offices  and  Departments  whose  Aoeoonts 
hate  been  usually  Audited  by  them. 

Ditto        List  or  Accounts  delireied  over  to  them,  which  hate  nol  been  Audited,  Slated,  or 
Declared;  completed  to  the  5th  of  January  1818. 

Ditto        List  or  Acconirrs  deliTered  over  to  them,  which  Aeve  been  either  Stated  or  Declared,  so 
far  as  any  Balances  appear  to  be  now  owing  to  or  from  the  Public ;  completed  to  the  5th  of  Jamiary 

1818. 


IV. 
TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  of  the  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

I— TRADE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Impoats  intOy  and  all  Exports  from.  Great  Brj- 
TAiK,  during  each  of  the  Four  Years  ending  the  5th  January  1818  (calculated  at 
the  Oflkial  Rates  of  Valuation,  and  sUted  inclusive  and  exclusive  of  the  Trade 
with  Ireland)  ;  distinsuishing  the  Amount  of  the  Produce  and  Manufactures  of 
the  United  Kingdom  Exported,  from  the  Value  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Mer- 
chandize Exported  :~also,  stating  the  Amount  of  the  Produce  and  Manufactures 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Exported  from  Great  Britain,  according  to  the  Real 
and  Declared  Value  thereof. 


OmCIAL  VALUl 

or 

szroin. 

OFFICIAL  VALUt  OF  IMPOaTI. 

ncctafcd  TahM  of 

Tuai. 

''  rradocc  ud 

United  KtofdoB. 

Vorciia  and 
CvlMtol 
MerchuidUe. 

TM«I 
Kiporti. 

MaMfreiarcaoTtte 

Ualted  KlBfdoM 

Exported. 

I8li  

£, 

36,559,788 
d5»989.650 
30,105^65 
33.971,0«5 

£. 

36,120,733 
44,048,701 
36,697,610 
41>590,5]6 

£. 
30,503,496 
16,929,608 
14,545.964 
11,534,616 

£. 

56,684,229 
60,978,309 
51,243,574 
53,185,132 

£. 

47^9,388 

pwiir     ............ 

:    181$  ..» 

1817  .- 

53,2(»9.809 
42.955.256 

I9I8     .M********^ 

43,614,136 

1815  

32,620.770 
31,888,053 
26,374,920 
99,916,390 

33,200,580 
41,7l2/)02 
34,774,520 
39,835,397 

19,157.818 
15,708,434 
13,441,665 
10,869,871 

52.358,398 
57.480^'^ 
48,216,185 
49^04,668 

43,447,378 

181$  

isn 

49.653,845 
40,388,940 

ISIS  

40,337,116 

Kij 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS  ot  tux  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


2.— TRADE  OF  IRELAND. 

An  Account  of  the  Value  of  all  Imports  into,  and  all  Es^fowtB  Scam,  Iau»AV9p 
during  each  of  the  Four  Years  ending  the  5th  Janury  1818  (calculated  at  the 
Official  Rates  of  Valuation,  and  stated  inclusive  and  exclusive  of  the  Traile  with 
Great  Britain)  ;  distinguishing  the  Amount  of  the  Pk-oduce  and  Manufaetttrea 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Exported,  from  the  Value  of  Foreign  and  Colonial  Mer- 
chandize Exported  ;--also9  stating  the  Amount  of 'the  Produce  and  Manufaoturee 
of  the  United  Kingdom  Exported  from  Ireland,  according  to  the  Value  thereof 
as  computed  at  the  Average  Prices  Current. 


1815... 
1816... 
1817.., 
1818.  M 


1815... 

1816... 
1817... 
1818... 


OmCUL  TALQt 

or 
iMKntn. 


6,687.733 
5,637,117 
f.693,745 
5,644,175 


8 
16 

4 
16 


1) 


6 
54 


OrridAL  TALUS  OF  VXrORTS 


Produce  and 
MaMfectorei  of  the 
United  Kiofdc 


1,134,493    1  IPI 
1,165,342  17  10 
1,050,618  19    5 
889,335  14    2| 


«*•■ 


6,114.878 
6,360,184 
6,042,253 
6,412,892 


1. 
14 
8 
15 
10 


6 
2 


3=S 


foreign  and 

OoloalaJ 
Merdiitidlft. 


£•  t.    dt 

475,370  9  114 

170,676  16  fi 

165,869  4  8 

150,562  7  lOi 


1,006,672  19  10 
1,163,994  3  10{ 
932,488  0  10| 
851,548  5  9 


908,162  19  7| 
40,117  17  2| 
42,374  6  4 
23,413  4  lOi 


BJipoita. 


£.         s,  d, 

6,590,249    4  0 

6,530,861     4  8 

6,208,123    0  5} 

6r563,454  18  0^ 


K?5 


1,214,835  19 

1,204,112  1 

974,862  7 

874,961  10  7^ 


Otckivd  Tahe  «f 

rredece  Md 

UravAwtares  of  d» 

UnUcd  KiaidodI 


12,620,695 

11,391,559 

8^10»977 

I0,526,3t5 


t. 

13 
6 

1  5 
a  Oi 


n 


msn 


2.046,846  0  2 
1,949,782  18  4| 
1,328,933  6  4 
1,411,897  9  II 


NAVIGATION  OF  T^HE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

A|pi  Account  of  the  Number  of  Vj^ssbls,  with  th^  Amount  pf  their  ToifNAQX«  that 
vere  Built  and  Registered  in  the  several  Ports  of  the  British  Empirdi  ia  the  Years 
eading  the  5th  January  1815,  1816, 1817,  and  1818  respectively.  . 


■w* 


Vnitad  Kingdom 

Iites>Ooeniiey,  Jersey  > 
aodMsv I 

British  Ptsotstidii ...... 

ToiAt 


In  tbe  Yean  ending  the  5tb  January, 


1815. 


tOMll. 


70C| 

21 

131 


Z6^     , 
■U    Ml 


86,075 

SOI 

11,069 


97,949 

III.  Ill 


1816. 


913 

36 

234 


1,183 


102,943 

1,536 

24,061 


128,540 


1817. 


▼emit. 


851 

15 

408 


1,274 


84,676 

443 

32,208 


)  17,4Pl 


1818. 


▼CMb. 


758 

a 

182 


94a 


81,263 

845 

13,712 


95,820 


a^smmsmm99^fi''^'mmmmm^9msa^ 


wmBmm9ssssm 


W] 


Tbavb  ahd  Navigation,  1818. 
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An  Account  of  the  Number  of  VxsselSi  with  the  Atndunt  6f  their  Tonnage,  and 
the  Number  of  Men  and  Bors  usually  employed  in  navigating  the  same,  that 
belonged  to  the  several  Ports  of  the.  British  Empire,  on  the  SOlb  September  in 
the  Years  1815,  1816,  ftnd  1817,  respectively. 


Unitad  Kinfdooi... 

Isles,  Qaemsey  Jer- 
sey» and  Mao... •• 

British  PlanUUoos. 


X^OYAL  ..«••• 


OoSOtb  Sept.  1815: 


I  497 
3,991 


tkfiSO 


Si454»a5e 


S3,4S1 


M«a. 


159,136 


s,4n 


909MA      14^706 


3,6ai,&76    177,309 


ma 


Oa30tbSept.  1816: 


Tcnelt. 


S1,5]5 


511 


3,775 


11,479,733 


34,564 


158,516 


3,445 


«       i 


On  30th  Sept  1817: 


i^-«ii<**a«^^^BHki 


Tcaclik 


379,643      1M59     3,Jm 


35,801  2,783,940 


31,390 


485 


3,397,665 


33,689 


848^3 


178,8301  35,346  3,664,986 


]52i358 


3^190 

iV^i 


I7l/)I3 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  and 
the  Number  of  Mek  and  Boys  employed  in  Navigating  the  same  (iaeKiding  their 
repeated  Voyages),  that  entered  Inwards,  and  cleared  Outwabim,  at  the 
several  Ports  of  the  tTnited  Kingdom,  from'  and  to  all  parts  of  the  World 
(exclusive  of  the  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  Irbi.and  respec- 
tively), during  each  of  the  Four  Years  ending  5th  January  1818. 


ItWABDI. 

Ill* 

MiTBB  A«D  num. 

rOUICV.                   D                      TOTAU 

▼CMCll. 

Tmm. 

Mn. 

Vcacli. 

TOM. 

Mcs.    0  rtmOa, 

Tbm. 

MOI. 

Temrs  endiof 
5th  January  1815 

8,975 

1,390,248 

83,793 

5,886 

599,387 

37,375 

14361 

I;8d9,585 

131,168 

1816 

8,880 

U78,108 

86,390 

5,411 

764,563 

44,000 

14,391 

3,136,670 

130490 

1817 

9,744 

1,415,733 

90,1  li' 

3,116 

379,465 

35,345 

13,860 

1,785,188 

115,464 

1818 

11,355 

1,635,131 

97,373 

3,396 

445,01 1 

37,047 

14,651 

3,070»ld3|l3430 

1 

oerwAtDs. 


8,630 1,371,95S 


8,795 
9,044 


1,381,041 
1,340,377 


10,713  1,158,336 


84,100 
88,586 
86,651 
97,36S{ 


4,683 
4,701 


3,905 


608,941 
751,377 


3,579  399,160 


440.633 


^^■1  ^.Mi^aa 


34,838n  13,342 
40,9561 13,496 
3S,48lH  11,633 
35,37oH  13,618 


1,874,893 
3,133,418 


1,799,437  110,133 


1,998,958 


118,938 
139,543 


138,633 


Ixiii] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS  ov  ths  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

^— PUBLIC  expenditure-Jan.  isis 


[IkIt 


I.  For  Interest,  &c.  on  the  Permanent  Debt  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Unredeemed;  iocltidiDg  Anoaities  for  Lives 
and  Termf  of  Years     -         ..... 


II.  The  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills 


Ttt    rru    r.:  :i  T  ;-*-«*$  England  -     -  .f.  1,028,000     0    0 
IIL  The  Civil  List,  of  J  J  J^^^    -    .    -      issjies     114 


ICoarts  of  Justice,  in  England  - 
Mint 
Allowances  to  the  Royal  Family, 
Pensions,  &c.  -  -  .  - 
Salaries  and  Allowances  ... 
fioanties  and  Compensations  - 
Miscellaneous  .  .  .  . 
Permanent  Charges  in  Ireland  •  - 
V.  The  Civil  Goyemment  of  Scotland    -        -        -        . 


VI.  The  other  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  the  Exchequer 
Receipts,  viz.  £.       t.     d. 

Bounties  for  Fisheries,  Ma-  <  Customs  -  278,095  1 1  4^ 
Dufactures,  Com,  &c.  -  \  Excise  -  -  51,950    I  Of 


Pensions  on  the  UerediUry  <  Excise     .f.  14,000    0  0 
Revenue    -      -      -      -{ Post  Office  13,700    0  0 


Militia,  and  deserters  WarrantSi  &c. 

VII.  The  Navy,  viz. 

Wages        .        .        -        .        - 
General  Services         .        .        - 
The  Victualling  Department 


VIII.  The  Ordnance 


I)L  The  Army,  viz. 

Ordinary  Services  -        -        -  .f.  7,014,494    5    4) 

Extraordinary  Services,  includ- 
ing Remittances  and  Advances 
to  other  Countries  -     -        -    3,859,518  14     \\ 


Deduct  the  Amount  of  Repayments  for  which  Credit 
is  given  in  the  Extraordiiiaries  of  the  Army  -   - 

Also,  the  Amount  of  Remittances  and  Advances  to 
other  Countries^  included  in  Appendix  I  - 

X  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advauces  to  Ireland  and  other 
Countries,  viz. 
Ireland       --.-...- 
Russia         -        -        -        •        «  ^.     54  14    9 
America        •        •  -        .        .     544    1  11) 

Morocco        -         -        -        -     ^  -  5,679  11     7 

Tunis 153  19  104 

Holland    -..--.  1,075  13    8| 


XL  Issues  from  Appropriated  Funds  for  Local  Purposes    - 


^I«  Miscellaneous  Services,  viz. 
At  home  -  .  . 
Abroad       ... 


Deduct  Remittance  to  Ireland         ... 
Sinking  Fund  on  Loan  to  East  India  Company    - 


•£.   «.  d. 


1,191,168  11  4 
64,541  15  104 
15,000  0  0 

447,637  14  4| 

62,920  10  2 

3,841  0  0 

13S,«70  1  8 

385,282  9  10} 


330,045  12  4} 


27,700  0  0 
93,657  18  2 


2,524.000 

0 

0 

2,793,586 

8 

11 

1,155,476 

4 

H 

10,874,389  19  5} 
1,352,016  12  9 
7,502  1  11 


25,770  16  8 


7,50t  1  11 


2,301,698  17  0 
164,784  4  n\ 


25,770  16  8 
139,268  9  8 


£. 


#.    tf. 


44,108,233    8    n\ 
1,815,996  17    6^ 


2,303,662    9     9f 
130,646     3     4 


451,403  10     61 


6.473,062  13    8| 
1,435,401     9     6 


9,614,864    4    9% 


33.979  18    7 
49,585    7    k\ 


9,466,483    1 
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[bucvi 


VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Account  of  the  Unfuvdeb  Dbbi  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5th  day 

of  January  1818. 


■••■ 


EzCHlttVU 


iiv^k«nnM. nni.     $ProTltledfbr 4 ,...      607,000    0    0 

Ekcbequer  Bflli...  J  Unpwdded  for ^ 56.122.400    0    0 


TmAiutri 

Mifcellaneotts  Services 4 965,529  17    8 

Warrants  for  Array  Serrices 504,064    2    0 

Tressory  BUls  of  Exchange  drawn  from  ^brosd  .........  164,178    0    0 

Loan  Debentures , 8,053  16  111 

^....  93,565    4    n\ 


lottery  Prises. 


■  ■■ 


Akmt 

Natt 

osdvancb 
Bauaco 


Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,  > 
25Ui  March  1816.  $ 


AMomrr 
ourrrAVDiiRi 


£. 


U    dm 


56,729,400    •    O 


7,326,321  1$    8 

839,590  I)    H 

1,614.105  IP    3 

169,893  II  a 

2,314  6    2 


66,681,626    5     If 


C.  ARBUTHNOT. 


Vi 


VIIL— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 

An  Account,  showing  hovr  the  Monies  given  for  the  Sertice  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  Year  1817,  have  been  disposed 
of;  distinguished  under  their  several  Heads,  to  the  5th  of  January  1818. 


SERVICES. 


Natt 


OftOVAMCB  ( 
fOBCSS     .... 


For  defirmyliig  ttie  Chtffe  of  the  Cinl  BiUbl|shmentt  onaer- 

mentioned;  tiz. 

Of  Sierra  Leone,  from  the  1st  of  Jannary  to  tM  31atof  Decern 

bef  1817 „ 

Ditto,.., ••NoTaSootift  ••............«  from  Ditte  to  Ditto  ... 

Ditto,..M.Neir  Sooth  Wales., fnm  Ditt^  to  Ditto  ... 

Ditto UpperCftoada   from  Dittf  to  Ditto  .. 

Ditto. New  Bransviok  ..••, from  Dittf  to  Ditto   .. 

Ditto,...,.NefrfooikUand  , from  DittQ  to  Ditto •. 

"""••"•V^«i:SiSS!H^'"'»*»°'^ 

Ditto Bahama «.. firom  Dittf  to  Ditto 

Ditto. OipeBveitDn  ...,..m.. from  Dittf  to  Ditto 

Ditto......DoiBinies  •..•••„•  «...m..  fimn  Dittf  to  Ditto •• 


«». 


*— 


SUMS 
Toted  or  cnntied. 


£.         S.     JL 
7,596,022    1     2 

1,270,696    5  10 

9,418,373  14    Oi 


SUMSPlM. 


£.       u    d. 

5,980,397  II  Hi 

l,0ft^806  11^  a 
S,731.38S    f    2| 


15.814  0 
13,440    0 

12.815  0 
11,32$    0 

6.247  10 
5,485    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15,000    0    0 
7,000    0    0 
6,500    0    0 
6.000    0    0 
2,500    #    0 
3,000    P    0 

3.096    0 

0 

1,600    0    0 

3.301  10 

8^50    0 

600    0 

0 
0 
0 

1,600    0    0 
1,275    •    0 
242    6    14 

IsxvK] 


Tin.-^Di8PosiTio)i  09  6aakt»,  1818. 


(tiZfHi 


■hMAMi 


SifcTiCM    tontinuid. 


tuio 

ToleaorSnnlN. 


Expenses  of  a  Cm\  nttore  to  Great  Britain,  as  donoifmn  a  part 
of  the  Ordinary  Charges  of  the  Qril  Uat  .^ 

Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  - 

One  hundredth  part  of  33  milltons  of  Exchequer  Bilh,  autho- 
rized last  Session  to  be  issued  an4  charged  upon  the  Aids 
granted  in  the  present  Seuioa,  to  be  tuued  and  p«d  hf  equal 
Quarterly  Payuseots  to  the  Gofernor  and  Gbinpany  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  placed  to  the  Account  of  the 
Cooimisttooers  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt;  for  the 

year  ending  the  1st  of  February  1818    

Tor  paying  off  and  dischargfng,  on  the  5ih  of  April  1817,  certain 
Annuities  granted  by  two  Acts  of  the  37th  and  49Dd  of  his 
Majesty   • • « * •• 

Tbr  the  Relief  of  American  Loyalists ;  for  the  Year  1817 

Expense  of  Coofiang  and  Maintainiqg  Criminal  Lunatics ;  for 
1817 

Charge  of  the  Su|>erannuation  Alloimce,  or  Compensatioo  to 
one  of  the  late  l4ymasters  of  Exchequer  Bills;  fonr  1817  ...... 

Superannuation  Allowances,  or  Compensations  to  Retired  Clerks 
and  other  Officerf^  formerly  employed  in  the  OAce  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Auditiug  the  PubKc  Accomits;  for  1817  ... 

Superannuation  Allowances,  or  Compensations  to  Retired  Clerki 
and  other  Officers,  formerly  emplogred  In  ths  Littery  OfBee; 
for  1817  , 

To  Ditto  -  •  -  Ditto  -  .  -  formerly  employed  in  his 
Majesty's  Mint;  for  1817 

To  be  applied,  in  farther  Execution  of  an  Act  of  the  43rd  of  his 
Migesty,  towards  making  Roads  and  boilding  Bridges  hi  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland;  for  1817 

Towards  the  Repair  of  Henry  the  Seventh**  Chapel ;  for  1817  ... 

Expense  of  the  National  Vaccine  EsUblishment ;  for  1817  

Expense  of  Works  carrying  on  at  the  College  of  Edinburgh;  for 
1817 

Expense  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Penitentiary  House ;  from 
the  94th  of  June  1817,  to  the  Sitbof  June  1818 

Towards  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  buildlug  of  a  Penitentiary 
House  at  Milbank;  for  1817 

Expense  of  making  an  Inland  Nangatlon,  from  the  Bxstem  to 
the  Western  Sea,  by  InremeM  and  Fort  William;  for  1817  ... 

To  complete  the  original  estimated  Expense  of  the  Works  at 
Holyhead  Harbour;  for  the  present  Year 

Landing-place  at  Port  Derargh,  on  the  Rill  at  Holyhead,  for  the 
landing  of  the  Mails  from  the  Packets  by  Boats 

Expense  of  improving  sundry  Portions  of  the  Holyhead  Roads  ... 

Expense  of  maintaining  and  repairing  the  British  Forts  on  the 
ConsU  of  Africa  for  18 17 ^ 

Board  of  Agriculture ;  for  1817 • 

Royal  Military  College;  for  1817    

Royal  Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea;  frem  the  OMh  Dec.  1816,  to 
the«4th  Dec.  1817....« 

Expense  attending  the  conOning,  maintaining,  and  employing 
Convicts  at  Home ;  for  1817 ^ 

To  defray  Bills  drawn,  or  which  may  be  drawn*  from  New  South 
Wales;  for  1817 .• 

Charge  of  Printing  Acts  of  Parliament  for  the  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament* for  the  Sheriffs.  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  Chief  Magis- 
trates, throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  fbr  the  Acting  Jus- 
tices throughout  Great  Britain;  also  for  Printing  Bills,  Reports, 
Evidence  and  other  Papers,  and  Accounts  for  the  Hoose  of 
Loids;  for  1817 

Printing  1,250  Copies  of  the  49th  volume  of  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  peers 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1816,  fbr  Printing 
1,750  Copies  of  the  69th  volume  of  the  Journals  of  the  Hoose 
of  Commons  .., , , 

For  defraying  the  expense  that  may  be  incurred  in  1817,  for 
Printhig  1,750  Copies  of  the  70th  Volome  of  The  JottmitS  of 
the  Hoose  of  Commons;  being  for  the  session  1815    .- 


£•     «.    d, 

500,000    0    0 
1,900,0«0    0    0 


soiapiM. 


£•     f.    d, 

486^178    1    3 
l,M5,000    0    0 


380|000    0  0 

41,899    8  4 

13,300    0  0 

5»000    0  0 

96«  19  4 

1,950    0  0 

831  10  0 

6t0    0  0 


90,000  0  0 

9,695  18  10 

3,000  0  0 

10,000  •  0 

11,400  0  0 

40,000  •  0 

95,000  0  0 

7,«I4  0  0 

450  0  0 

90,000  ^  0 

23,000  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

98,155  4  9 

34,415  5  5 

75,300  0  0 

80,000  0  0 


IV,000    0    0 
t,^59  H    3 

615    8    4 


947,500  .0    0 


41,899    •    4 
5,500    a   0 


690    0    0 


90^000  0  0 
9,696  18  10 
3,000    0    0 


10,900    0    0 

6,000    0    0 

90,700    0    0 


10,000  •  0 

25,000  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

98,155  4  9 

93,500  0  0 

51,035  0  0 

69,000  0  0 


9,559  19    3 


815    8    4 


3,500    0    0  I         3,500    0    0 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS  ov  tbk  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


Clx 


Sbivicbs — conlinutd. 


For  defraying  the  Expense  that  may  be  iocurFed  in  1817,  for 
Printing  1,730  Copies  of  the  7lBt  Volume  of  the  Jonraals  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  being  for  the  Session  1815    ...^ 

For  Ditto  -    -    -  Ditto  -    -    -  for  73od  Volume  of  Ditto 

For  defraying  the  Expense  that  may  be  incurred  for  re-printing 
Journals  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Commons;  for  1817  ... 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  Grant  (or  1816,  for  re-print- 
ing Journals  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Commons   ..» 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  printing  Bills,  Reports,  and  other 
lepers,  by  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  present 
session  of  ParKament ....••• ...•••... 

To  make  good  the  deBciency  of  the  Grant  of  1816,  for  defraying 
the  Expense  of  printing  Bills,  Reports,  and  other  Papers,  by 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  last  Scwsion  

To  defray  the  Expense  of  printing  the  Votes  of  the  House  of 
Coomions  during  the  present  Session.......... 

Charge  of  the  Saperintendence  of  Aliens,  for  the  Year  1817  ...... 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  Law  Charges;  for  1817 

For  defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
fbr  Prosecutions,  &c.  relating  to  tl^e  Coin  of  this  Kingdom ; 
forthe  Year  1817   , 

On  account  of  the  Expenses  to  be  incurred  in  the  Management  of 
the  British  Museum;  for  1817 • 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  Grant  in  the  present  Session, 
for  printing  1 ,750  Copies  of  the  70th  Volume  of  Journals  of 

the  House  of  Commons .:. 

Supplemental  Charge  for  Miscellaneous  Printing  done  by  Order 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  Seesion  of  1816  

Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Mint,  in  the  Gold  Coinage; 

for  1817  - 

Cbai^ges  of  preparing  and  drawing  the  Lotteries,  for  1817,  &c...* 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  following  Citil  Services  in 

Ireland : 


To  make  good  the  permanent  Charges  of  Ireland,  outstanding 
and  unprovided  for,  oo  the  5lh  of  January  1817 

Remuneration  of  several  Public  Officers  in  Ireland,  for  their 
extraordinary  trouble  in  1817 

Expenditure  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland;  for  1817  

Cham  of  Printing.  Stationary,  and  other  Disbursements,  for  the 
chief  and  under  Secretaries  offices  and  apartments,  and  other 
Public  offices  in  Dublin  Castle,  &c.;  and  for  riding  charges 
and  other  Expenses  of  the  Deputy,  'Pursuivapts  and  extra 
Messengers  attending  the  said  offices;  also  Superannuated 
Allowances  in  the  said  chief  Secretary's  Office;  for  one  Year 
ending  the  5th  Jan.  1818 « 

^pense  of  publishing  Proclamations  and  other  matters  of  a  Pub* 
lie  nature,  in  the  Dublin  Gaxette  and'  other  newspapers  in 
Inland  ;  for  one  Year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1818.. 

Expense  of  Printing  1,290  Copies  of  a  compressed  Quarto  Edition 
of  the  Statutes  of,  the  United  Kingdom,  for  the  use  of  the 
Magistrates  of  Ireland,  and  also  850  Copies  of  a  Folio  Edition 
of  Ditto,  bound,  for  the  use  of  the  Lords,  Bishops,  and  Public 
Officers  in  Ireland 

Criminal  Proaecutions  and  other  Law  Expenses  in  Ireland  ;  from 
5th  Jan.  1817,  to  5th  Jan.  1818 

Expense  of  apprehending  public  Offenders  in  Ireland  ;  from  5th 
Jan.  1817  to  5th  Jan.  1818 

For  completing  the  Sum  necesiary  for  the  Support  of  the  Non* 
conforming  Ministers  in  Ireland;  from  5th  Jan.  1817  to  5th 
Jan.  1818 

For  the  Support  of  the  Seceding  Ministers  from  the  Synod  of 
Ulster  in  Ireland ;  for  one  year,  from  the  25th  March  1817  to 
fi5th  March  1818    

Salaries  of  the  Lottery  Officers  in  Ireland ;  for  one  year,  ending 
the  94th  June  1817 

Expense  of  Pratiqoe  of  the  Port  of  Dublin ;  from  the  85th  Dec. 
1815  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817 ••«.•. ..» 


SUMS 

Votes  «r€imalB4« 


3,850    0    0 
3,850    0    0 

8,500    0    0 

6,478  17    0 

81,000    0    0 

8,197    6    8 

8,500    0    0 

4,895    6    0 

20,000    0    0 

4,000    0    0 
8,577  16    5 

400  10    5 

6,951     0    6 

40,000    0    0 
18,000    0    0 


SUMS  raid. 


846,508  14    a 

1,153  16  11 
19,859     1     6^ 


20,809  11     94 
9,698    G     1} 


3,439  18    3} 
83,076  18    5| 
2,307  13  10 

8,581  16  11 

3,794  15    4J 

1,949  10    9| 

939    0    9i 


JG»  Sm        dm 


6,473  17     0 


8,197  6  a 

8,053  1  10 

8.446  0  O 

80,000  0  0 


4,000    0  0 

8,577  16  5 

400  10  5 

8,951     0  6 

3,0(X)    0  0 


161,809  19  10} 

1.153  16  n 
19,179    5     1 


80,794  17    8| 
9,640    0  II| 


2,880    4  0 

81,876    8  8| 

129    4  7| 

8,581  16  11 

3,780  18  Si 

1,764  18  5i 

676    J  6i 


Ijttxi} 


I^IIL— DiapMif  Km  ov 


[IxMil 


CbwfeofCMu^v  the  Battto-Au  Ooaidii  fyrlBrnmOm, 
IMCiat  fton  tiM  lit  Dee.  1817  -..  r..... 

To  complete  the  Works  of  the  Heiboor  of  Ho^fth    ...••..•... 

To  cerrf  on  the  Werkt  at  DemDOie  Harboor  in  the  eorrcnt  year 

CMrCOiitltt|eMl» ttt  Inland;  Ibr the yeorefiding5lb Jan.  1819 

Bond  of  Inland  Navigatioo  mlieland ...•.•...••...••.••. 

EmenM  of  boildiof  ChofelM  and  Glebe  Hootet,  and  parohating 
ftlebet  in  Mand;  fi»  one  Tear,  endioff<5th  Jan.  1818  • • 

To  be  paid  to  flie  TnMaai  and  Conuniiiionefa  of  Fint  FhiiU  in 
Iieland,  to  be  by  tbcAi  enplofedlowardfttbebaildinf.inbnild. 
{ag>  and  enlaifini^  of  Cboiebei  and  Cbapeli,  the  boildinf  of 
Glebe  Hoomi.  and  iMoearinf  Olebet  in  Ireiands  in  toth 
oi  they  tball  think  lit i #»...••.....•...«...••••# 

For  defrayiog  the  Bapenie  of  the  ThmIoh  of  the  LinM 

^Heapen  MannCKtoret  of  Iioland ;  Jbr  one  year,  endii^  the 

Mb  Jan.  J8I8,  to  be  by  the  Mid  Tnateaa  applied  In  ainb 

Manner  aa  thall  appear  to  Oem  to  be  mort  oondaeifn  to  pco* 

Mate  and  enoonia|p>  the  wid  Manonetnvcs  ••.•M...*....«a.«.M... 

Vordcfrayinf  the  EspcMe  of  the  Conuniarionen  Ibr  aiakinf  vide 
and  coatrnient  Street!  in  Ooblin ;  for  one  Year,  ending  the 
5th  Jan.  1818 

Additional  Allowance  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Boned  of  Inlnad 
KaTifBtioo  in  Ireland;  Ibr  1817  ...•. 

Royal  Iridi  Academy  of  Doblin ;  for  the  year  cndinf  5th  Joar 
1818 4 


Fotadlinf  Hotpiul  at  Dablin;  for  Ditto - 

Boom  of  lodoAtry  and  Atyloms  for  indnitrioui  Children  in 
DsUins  for  DiUo #... 

Richmond  LanaUe  Ai^fum  at  i)tibUo  j  for  pitio ^ 

Hibernian  Society  for  Soldien  Children  at  Dobtin;  for  Ditto  ... 

Hibernian  narioeSocicty  in  Doblin;  for  Ditto 

Female  Orphan  Hooie,  ia  the  CireolarRoad,  Doblin  ;   for  Ditto 

WeitmorlandLockHoipitalinDnbliD;  for  Ditto  ........•.•..••..• 

Lyiag-in  Hoipifal  in  Doblio;  for  Di^  j .- 

Dr.  StMten*^  Hoepital ;  for  Ditto 

HboM  of  Recorery  and  Ferer  Hotpiul  in  Cork-ftreet,  Dnblm  j 
for  Ditto .«... 

Hoepital  for  Incorablea  at  Doblin  (  for  Ditto 

Amoeiatioo  for  dbooontenanemg  Y ioe,  and  promotiog  the  know- 
ledge and  praetioe  of  the  Chriatiao  Religioo ;  for  Ditto......**. 

Orete  Coat  Hospital  for  the  City  of  Cork ;  for  Ditto 

Sbdaty  for  Promoting  the  Education  of  the  Poor  m  Irelmod ;  for 
Ditto    , 

Dnhlm  Society  ;  for  Ditto 

Fhiming  Society  of  Ireland;  for  Ditto '. •« 

CaA  Inititation ;  for  Ditto  a.....^. 

ProtHtantCteftarSchoote  of  Ireland;  for  Ditto  

Rmmh  Catholic  flwninary ;  for  Ditto  ••....•••.#..••  •...M.M..».MaA 

I 


$83  I  61 

10,153  16  11 
19,993  1  64 
'iO,000  0  0 
4^000  0  0 

9,990  15  4i 


18^}  10  9i 


19,938  9  91 

11,076  18  5i 
976  18  51 

3 


385    1 
39,515    7 


36,647 
7,310 
7,759 
9,755 
9,769 
8416 
3,148 
1,467 


1 
15 
18 

7 

4 
18 


i 


'^9 
5 
19  3 
13  10 


4,615    7    8 
465    4    7| 


.3,430    3    1 

104    6    9 

8,910  9  9| 
9,930  15  4) 
4^539  13  10 
9,307  13  10 
38,343  13  10 
8|998  18    Si 


99,364,697  18    3^ 


£.      r.  d. 

683    1  6| 

10.153  16  11 

19,993     1  6| 

39,986  17  8| 

4,000    0  0 

9,930  15  4| 


1^461  10    9} 


19,988    9  9| 

11,076  18  5i 

976  18  5i 

383    1  61 

ft^l5    7  8| 

I  H 


15    44 


36,647 
7,310 
7,759 
9.755 
9,769 
8,316 
3,148 
M67  13  10} 


18 

7 

4 

18 

19 


I 

3! 


4,615    7    8 
465    4    7f 

3,430    3    1 

104    6    9 

8,910    9    9i 
9,930  15    4} 
4,539  13  10 
9,307  13  10 
38,343  13  10 
8,998  18    5i 


18,907,013    1    3| 


Not 


PAYMBMT8  FOR  OTHRR  SERVICES), 
part  of  the  Snppli«  gnnted  for  the  Serrice  of  the  Year. 


JamM  Fofatr,  Eaq.  on  Us  Salary  for  additional  tronbia  fai  pieporing  Eache^oer  BtQa, 

pnranant  to  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  1   ...«» .....m 

fcpenam  in  the  Ofltoa  cf  the  OaMmimfanen  for  Redoctionof  the  National  Dri>t   ... 

BMk  of  England,  for  hianagement  on  Lifo  Annuities 

in  the  Ollce  for  isMmg  Excheipier  Bills  for  Employment  of  the  Poor   ... 
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(f) 


£.       u   4. 

375  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

l/)06  7  II 

9,900  0  0 


7,081  7  II 


Ujuuii} 


Amount  of  8oaf  ToUd ;  ..^u  ptr 
PayqcienU  %  Servicef  not  Voted 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS  pw  t«|»  UWTED  KINGDOM. 


9fi,364k6tt7  18     3^ 
7,081     7  U. 


98^37J«709    6    94 


^•^vi"^^fv*v«*v««Mntt«w«F 


IflTAYS  AND  MEANS  Ibr  Anrraring  the  forefoing  SfiRVIGES. 


Duty  on  Malt,  Sogmrv  Tobacco,  and  Soofl^  tnd  on  Pewioaib  Ofltoaii  te*  oontninod 
Surplus  Comolidat«dTnud,  at  5th  April  I&17        -  ^  ,         «.         • 

Excise  Dutifs,  cooiinoed  per  Act  56  Goo.  %  onp*  il*     «        •        •        •        « 
Anearf  t*f  Fropfity  Xa^        -.-^         •        -..-        • 
Sarpluiof  Grants  for  1815  -  .••«•• 

Ditto  -    for,  1816         .-•.•.••- 

Profits  of  Lotteriet    •-  -  -  •  «  -  *.• 

Monies  to  arise  from  the  Sale  of  Old  Naval  apdVictanllingStoea         •        -        -I 
Voluntary;  Contributions  firom  tfaoCinl  list  Keitcniie^  and  from  Bbnom  hoUiog 

Of&ce^  and  Places  (in  his  Majeaty'i  Serrioo       ••-••• 
Interest  on  Land  Tai;  redeemed  by  Moncgr  •  -  -  -  • 

Sorplof  of  l^xcbequec  Bill8.and  Iiish  Treasury  Bills,  gmntad  in  tbo  last  Session  of 

Parliament,  after  qeserring  sufficient  to  pn^:  off  similait  Bills  chaiysd-on  iUds  1617 


£. 

3^000»000 

1,88»,97B 

1,500,000 

1,500^)00 

T5,74^ 

1,M4,656 

296,750 

400,000 

70,000 
78S 


0 
8 
0 
0 
15 
0 
0 
0 


4. 
O 

9 
O 

;* 


0   o 

8    9|^ 


19,538,100    0    p 


c 


119,089    6    4 


SSBSS^ 


Amonnt  of  Sums  Voted,  and  oTPftymen^  for  Servicea  not  Voted  ; 
as  above        -  -  •         ...... 

Amountof  Wayt  and  Means;  as  abavo        .        •        •         • 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Meant  .       .       -       - 


£.       «.  A 

29,371,709  6  ^ 
29,119,029  6  4 


^m 


959,686  19  10( 


Whitdudli  Treasury  Chambeis, 
.  4th  i4»ri|  1818w 


{ 


CaMUU£S  ARBOTHNOT. 


END  OF  THE  FINANCE  AGCODNTS  FOR  1818. 
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INDEX 
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INDEX  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


AUei^BOl,  1016^  1076,  lllfi^  1S84. 

Ahum,  659. 

Aliepi  aad  DtniwmNtnialimion  Bill,  1807. 

Bmk  RMrictbD  Qmli^uuiee  W,  OM^  071. 

CamlMidgey  Duke  of;  his  ADOiuty  Bill,  549. 

OhimiMjr  SwM|wn  Raf^oktion  BUI,  649. 

Churches  Building  Bill,  709, 830. 

Cotum  Factories  BUL  548,  578,  646,  793, 
1666. 

Oirres,  Don ;  Petition  of,  1651. 

Cumncgr;  State  of  the  Metallic  and  Paper, 
177. 

Education  of  the  Poor  Bill,  976, 1036. 

Game  Purchase  Bill,  1071, 1185. 

Kent,  Duke  of;  Prince  Event's  Message  lo- 
specting  the  Marriage  0^651. 

Libel;  Bill  to  pre^nt  Arrests  on  Chaiga of, 
before  Indictfneiit  fotmd,  786, 1081. 

Marriages  of  the  Royal  Dukes;  Prince  Re- 
gent's Message  respecting  the,  68, 51, 549, 
651. 


New  Churehes  Building  Bill,  709, 860. 
OCBoes  in  Reversbn,  and  Sinecure  Places; 


Earl  Grosvenor^s  Motion  respecting,  1S53. 
Officers  Widows  Pensions,  393, 395. 

• 

Petition  of  Don  Correa,  1651. 

Poor  Bill;  Education  of  the,  975, 1086. 

Poor  Laws  Amendment  Bill,  915. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting  the  Mar- 
riage at  the  Royal  Dukes,  03,  51,  549^ 
651. 

Prince  Regent's  Messsfffi  respecting  the  Mar* 
riage  of  4he  Duke  ofKent,  651. 

Prince  Regent's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the 
Session,  1315. 

Privately  Stealing  in  Shops  Bill,  1185. 

Purchase  of  Game  KU,  1071, 1185, 

Reform  in  Parliament;  Petition  from  West- 
minster respecting  a,  1016. 

Regency  Act  Amendment  Bill,  786,877^  916. 

Sla?e  Trade,  866. 

Sinecure  Places,  1656. 

Spanish  Skve  Trade  Treaty  Bill,  856. 

State  of  the  Metallic  and  Paper  Currency; 

the  Earl  of  LauderdalePs  Moticta  respecting 

the,  177. 
Sute  of  the  Prisons  of  the  Kingdom;  the 

Marquis  of  Lansdowne's  Motion  respecting 

the,  1186. 


IMDEK  TO  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMON& 


Bill,  661,  766^  811,  856,  60S,  1665, 
1690, 1696. 

Aliens;  Motion  for  Papers  rdhting  to,  564. 
AitiUBiyDBWs^4a4. 

Bankrupt  laws  Amendment  Bill,  981. 
Bank  Notes;  Forgery  of,  439, 555, 671. 
•41*  Presctmfious  for  Forgeiy,  676. 
Bank  Restrktton  Continuance  Bill,  764, 796. 
3edftid,  liaitenant ;  Petition  of,  498^ 


Breach  of  PriTilege,  367, 355, 511, 619, 757, 

800,835. 
Breweries,  Public;  Report  respecting,  1196. 
Budget,  The,  607. 

Blimey,  Dr. ;   Purchase  of  his  Library,  368^ 
501. 

Campbell,  Iieut.*generat;  Conduct  of,  369, 
1061. 

Cape  Breton  J  Petitkm  of  Mr.  Gibbons  cocm 
plaining  or  certain  Proceedings  at,  166« 


INDEX. 


Camatic ;  Nabob  of  Ihoy  674^ 

Churches  Building  Bill/4S6. 

CirculaliDg  Medium,  and  Resumption  of  Cash 
Payments  by  the  Bank^  435. 

Cladan.  Count;  Petition  of,  respecting  the 
Conduct  of  lieuL-general  Campbell,  3S9| 
1061. 

Cobbetty  Williagi;  Petition  of,  ^1. 

Commissary  Courts  in  Scotland,  664. 

Contagious  Fever  in  Ireland,  383. 

Contagious  Fever  in  London,  834. 

Cpnteimpt  of  Cou^;  Imprisonment  for,  S84. 

Conviction  of  Offenders  Reward  3ill,  5Q7. 

Copy  Right  Bill,  154. 

Copy  Right  Acts;  Report  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  &e,  1867. 

Correa,  Don  Diego;  Petition  of,  1049. 

Cotton  Factories  BiH,  139, 349. 

Country  Bank  Notes  Bill,  410. 

Courts  of  Justice  in  England ;  Commission 

to  examine  into  the,  998. 
Crown  Lands,  530, 589. 

Dominica;  Motion  respecting  the  Treatment 
of  Slaves  in,  898. 

East  India  Dock  Company,  939« 

Education  of  the  Poor  Bill,  885,  836,  841, 

585,  760, 835,  1818, 1894. 
Education    of  the  Lowe;*  Ordc^rs;    Report 

from  the  Select  Comn^ttee  on  the,  1807. 
Employment  of  the  Poor,  88. 

Feiguson,  Thomas ;  Proceedings  respecting, 
for  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  387,  335,  511, 
619, 757,  80Q,  8S<J. 

Feyer;  Contai^us,  m  Ireland,  885.. 
Fever;  Contagious,  in  London,  834. 
Finance,  953,  981, 1317. 
Forgery  of  Bank  Notes,  488,  555, 671. 
Foigery;  Bank  Prosecutions  for,  9J1f. 
French  Indemnities,  898. 

Game  Purchase  Bill,  540, 757. 
Gibbons,  Mr.;   Petition  of,  compluning  of 
certain  Proceedings  at  Cape  Breton,  168. 

ITigh  Bailiff  of  Westminster,  864. 

Imprisonment  for  Contempt  of  Court,  884. 

Imprisonment  (or  Small  Debts  in  Scotland, 
409. 

In4ia;  War  in,  781^. 

Ireland ;  Window  Tai  in,  830, 636. 

l^^eUuid ;  Contagious  Fever  in,  885. 

Ireland;  Excise  Convictions  in,  538. 

Ireland ;  Mail  Coach  Contracts  in,  534^ 

Ireland;  Office  of  Constable  in,  567. 

Ireland ;  Illicit  Distillation  in,  1003. 

Irish  Miacelkneotts  Estimates,  175. 


Irish  Grand  Jurv 
Krish  Assessed  {ax,  631. 


I<and  Tax  Assessment,  499,  954,  988.  lOlS. 
1053. 

Las  Cases,  Count;   Motion  respeetiiig  tlie 
Treatment  of,  703. 

Lead  Mines  Assessment  Bill,  916. 

Loan  Bill,  371, 401. 

London ;  Revenues  of  the  City  of,  857^ 

Lottery,  783, 969. 


riages  of  the  Royal  Dukes;  Prince  Re^ 
nvi  Message  respecting  the,  1,  40,  TO, 


Act  Amendment  Bill,  617. 
Marr; 
gent 
117, 167. 

Macijage  of  the  Duke  of  Kent;  Prince 
genVs  Message  respecting  the,  630, 785. 

Nevis;  Treatment  of  Slaves  in  the  Island  ofl 
841. 

New  Churches  Building  BiU,486. 

Northern  Circuit  Committee;  Report  of  the. 
373,960.  : 

. .       -  • 

Offenders  Conviction  Rewards  Bill,  15, 

Officers  Widows  Pensions,  376. 

OrdnanoB  Estimates,  13.  I 

Pantheon  Theatre,  1849. 
Parish  Vestries  Bill,  573. 
Petitions  complaining  of  Imprisonment  (b^ 

the  Sale  of  Political  Books  ;  Motion  for  a 

Committee  on,  861. 

Police  of  the  Metropolis,  1864. ' 

Poor  Bill ;   Education  of  the,  885|  336, 341, 

585, 760,  835,  1818,  1894. 
Poor  Bill;  Settlement  of  the,  480. 
Poor  Laws,  894, 1000. 
Poor  Laws  Amendment  Bill,  575. 
Portugal  Slave  Trade  Treaty  Bill,  996. 
Prince  Regent's  Messaee  re^Mcting  the  Msr^ 

riages  oT  the  Royal  Dukes,  1, 40, 76, 117. 

167. 

Prince  Regent's  Messm  respecting  the  Mai^ 
riage  of  the  Duke  otKent,  630, 785. 

Privately  Stealing  in  Shops  Bill,  47. 

Protestant  Charter  Houses,  175. . 

Purchase  of  Game  Bill,  540, 757. 

Reform  of  Parliament,  1 1 18* 
Regency  Act  Amendment  BiU,  1055. 

Salt  Duties,  893. 

Scotch  Burghs  Bill ;  Petitions  against  the: 
530. 

Scotland;  Cpmmissary  Courts  in,  664.    ' 

Scotland ;  Statute  Law  of,  836. 

Septennial  Act;  Motion  ibr  the  Repeal  of. 
801. 

Settlement  pf  the  Poor  BiD,  480« 


INDEX. 


SUvMiatlMColoiuet;  llotiofirei|iaelifigth« 
Traatmaot  and  Condition  of,  9(Nk 

Slaves  in  Dominica;  Motion  respecting  the 
Treatment  of,  998. 

Slaves   in   Nevis;   Motion  respecting  the 
Treatment  of  841. 

Slavesin St. Christopher;  Motion  respecting 
the  Treatment  of,  1901. 

St.  Pancras  Poor  Bill,  74. 

St  Christopher;  Treatment  of  Slaves  in,  1901. 

ttave  T^e,  900, 1817. 

Steam  BoaU  BiU,  511. 


Townland  Fines  in  Irdand,  UKIS. 
Traosobstaiiti^tion,  558. 

Usuiy  Laws^  988, 908. 

Wales ;  Courto  of  Great  Sassiop  in,  818. 
Water  Companies,  81. 
Window  Tax  in  Ireland,  980,  t36. 
Witnesses  and  Officers  of  the  Hoose  of  Com^ 

mons;  Resolutions  respeetiag,  919, 958« 
Wool  TMe,  89. 
i  Workmen^  Wages  Bill,  885. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES.---HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


Athol,  Duke  of,  85. 
Auckland,  Lord,  849. 

Bathurst,  Earl,  948, 1078. 
Buckingham,  Marquis  of,  80, 698. 

CanterUny,  Archbishop  of,  719, 831, 888 

Carnarvon,  Earl  of,   880,  899.  980,  1071. 
1188. 

Chester,  Bishop  of,  798. 

De  Dunstanvillo,  Lord,  Hd. 

Eldon,  Lord,  me  Lord  Chancelk>r. 
Erskine,  Loid,  84, 66^  788, 1081, 11  la 
Exmouth,  Lord,  897. 

Fitzwilliaro,  Earl,  1018. 

Gage,  Lord,  1035. 

Grenville,  Lord,  831, 889, 085, 040. 

Qrey,  Earl,  787, 701,  870,  014^  1088w  1077, 

1107,1984,1300. 
Grosvenor,  Earl,  74, 1073, 1958. 
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